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No decision yet
on EMA, cemetery
board appointments

By HOLLY GASKILL

Though an appointment was
expected Monday, the Wells Coun-
ty Commissioners have delayed
naming a director of the county’s
emergency management agency.

The commissioners reviewed
five applicants for the annually
appointed position, including cur-
rent director Rick Velasquez, dur-
ing executive sessions. The Wells
County Council also approved a
significant salary increase — from
roughly $42.,000 to $65,000 — to

take effect with the 2025 appoint-
ment.

Commissioner Jeff Stringer
stated “there are some things we
(the commissioners) need to clean
up there,” referring to the appoint-
ment on Monday. The commis-
sioners unanimously approved
an updated job description for the
role, expanding the job description
from three pages to five pages to
outline more job responsibilities
and requirements. The job descrip-

(Continued on Page 2)

Breaking down fiscal
issues dominating the
2025 legislative session

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
Lawmakers will convene

Wednesday to begin drafting
the state’s next two-year bud-
get, determining how to spend
approximately $44 billion dollars
to fund government services such
as schools, health insurance pro-
grams and infrastructure as well as
tackling other fiscal issues.

A December revenue forecast
predicted that most of the state’s
modest growth would be con-
sumed by increased Medicaid
expenditures, limiting the num-
ber of new programs or expan-
sions lawmakers can adopt in the
next budget cycle. High-ranking
Republican leaders have urged
their colleagues to keep expec-
tations — and budget requests
— low, an adjustment after back-
to-back years of unprecedented
growth and blockbuster spending.

“Everything the state does right
now is more expensive than it was
last year. Everything is exorbitant-
ly more expensive,” Senate Major-
ity Leader Rodric Bray said last
month, pointing to inflation as one
driver of costs.

As in years past, roughly half
of the state’s budget will go to
K-12 education. The second-larg-
est budget item will be Medicaid,
which Bray, a Republican from
Martinsville, said took up roughly

19% of the budget during the 2023
session, or 3% more than the pre-
vious cycle.

Outside of those two big
expenses, the General Assembly
has several looming decisions to
make in the coming days that will
determine the state’s trajectory
beyond the two-year budget cycle.

“We’re going to have to real-
ly tighten up our belts and see
where we are,” said Rep. Greg
Porter, D-Indianapolis. “Because
I believe whatever we do in this
budget, in the next two years, will
really move us in the next 10 to 20
years.”

Property Taxes

A key pillar of incoming Gov.
Mike Braun’s campaign platform
and first-year agenda include pro-
viding property tax relief to Hoo-
sier homeowners, vowing to limit
future growth and reset bills to
2021 levels.

Local units of governments
flagged the plan for diverting
funds from their coffers without
any state assistance and lawmak-
ers have struggled to adopt sweep-
ing reforms, instead targeting
small tweaks while property tax
bills surged.

Still, lawmakers continue to
field calls for reform, which over-
shadowed a Republican plan to
further slash the state’s record-

(Continued on Page 2)

Polar vortex keeps
much of U.S. in icy grip

By PATRICK WHITTLE
and BRIAN WITTE
Associated Press
ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) —
huge swath of the U.S. was blasted
with ice, snow and wind on Mon-
day as the polar vortex that dipped
south over the weekend kept much
of the country east of the Rock-
ies in its frigid grip, making many
roads treacherous, forcing school
closures, and causing widespread
power outages and flight cancella-

tions.

The immense storm system
brought disruption to areas of the
country that usually escape win-
ter’s wrath, downing trees in some
Southern states, threatening a

wardrobes for hats and gloves.

Washington, D.C., received
heavy snow as President-elect
Donald Trump’s victory was certi-
fied. Taking advantage of the rare
snowstorm in the nation’s capital,
revelers engaged in a snowball
fight in front of the Washington
Monument as flags flew at half-
staff in memory of former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter.

In Kentucky’s biggest city,
Louisville, Hugh Ross used his
shovel Monday to break sheets of
ice that were covering his drive-
way. Frozen rain fell atop snow
that arrived Sunday, which he said
“couldn’t have been worse.”

“You’ve got to break it up

Snowday

Schools around Wells County went to e-learning or full closure Monday due to the snow. Above, Eva Snyder,
right, chases Matt Snyder with a snowball. (Photo by Jonathan Snyder)

Melanie Bertsch receives 2025 Lilly
Endowment Community Scholarship

Adams Central High
School senior Mela-
nie Bertsch is the 2025
Wells County Founda-
tion Lilly Endowment
Community Scholar.

Bertsch will receive
not only full tuition to
any eligible Indiana
public or private non-
profit college or univer-
sity for four years, but
also up to a $900 per
year stipend for required
books and equipment. Lilly
Endowment Community Scholars
may also participate in the Lilly
Scholars Network, which connects
scholars with resources and oppor-

Melanie Bertsch

tunities to be active
leaders on their campus-
es and in their commu-
nities. Both the scholar-
ship program and LSN
are supported by grants
from Lilly Endowment
to Independent Colleges
of Indiana.

Bertsch, a Wells
County resident, is the
daughter of Nick and
Brooke Bertsch. She is
a three-year member of
National Honor Society and has
achieved Principal’s High Honor
Roll throughout her high school
years. She was named a Rotary
Club Scholar three consecutive

years.
Bertsch has been an active
member of student council where
she has led numerous fundraisers
and school activities. She has also
been an active member of the var-
sity tennis and volleyball teams,
receiving Academic All State
Player awards in both. Bertsch is
also active in the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes and Business
Professionals of America
Bertsch has an extensive histo-
ry of providing community service
for numerous Wells County orga-
nizations, including Hope Mis-
sionary Church, Helping Hands
Pregnancy Center, Forgotten Chil-
(Continued on Page 3)

Nippon, U.S. Steel file suit against
administration, union, and rival

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Nip-
pon Steel and U.S. Steel filed a
federal lawsuit Monday challeng-
ing a Biden administration deci-
sion to block Nippon’s proposed
$15 billion acquisition of the Pitts-
burgh company and said that the
head of the Steelworkers union
and a rival steelmaker worked
together to scuttle the buyout.

In moving to block the transac-
tion Friday, Biden said U.S. com-
panies producing a large amount
of steel need to “keep leading
the fight on behalf of America’s
national interests,” though Japan,
where Nippon is based, is a strong
ally.

In separate lawsuits filed Mon-
day in the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia and
the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Pennsylvania,
the steelmakers allege that it was
a political decision made by the
Biden administration that had no

have engaged in good faith with
all parties to underscore how the
Transaction will enhance, not
threaten, United States national
security,” the companies said in a
prepared statement Monday.

Nippon Steel had promised to
invest $2.7 billion in U.S. Steel’s
aging blast furnace operations in
Gary, Indiana, and Pennsylvania’s
Mon Valley, and had said it is best
positioned to help the U.S. com-
pete in an industry dominated by
the Chinese.

U.S. Steel has warned that,
without Nippon Steel’s cash, it
will shift production away from
the blast furnaces to cheaper non-
union electric arc furnaces and
move its headquarters out of Pitts-
burgh.

Biden on Friday halted the
takeover after federal regulators
deadlocked on whether to approve
it — because “a strong domesti-
cally owned and operated steel
industry represents an essential
national security priority. ... With-

is less strong and less secure,” he
said in a statement.

While administration officials
have said the decision was unrelat-
ed to Japan’s relationship with the
U.S. — this is the first time a U.S.
president has blocked a merger
between a U.S. and Japanese firm.

Biden departs the White House
in two weeks.

The president’s decision arrived
after the Committee on Foreign
Investment in the United States,
known as CFIUS, failed to reach
consensus on possible national
security risks last month.

Robyn Patterson, a White
House spokesperson said in a
statement defending the Presi-
dent’s decision that “a commit-
tee of national security and trade
experts determined this acquisition
would create risk for American
national security.”

“President Biden will never
hesitate to protect the security of
this nation, its infrastructure, and
the resilience of its supply chains,”

freeze in Florida and causing peo-  first,” Ross explained. “If you rational legal basis. out domestic steel production and ~ Patterson said.
ple in Dallas to dip deep into their (Continued on Page 2) “Nippon Steel and U. S. Steel domestic steel workers, our nation (Continued on Page 2)
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EMA, cemetery board

(Continued from Page 1)
tion was last updated in
November 2015.

Stringer said the com-
missioners would revisit the
matter at their next meeting
on Jan. 21.

One other appointment
to the cemetery board was
also delayed. Commissioner
Blake Gerber said a current
board member had asked to

meet as a board to discuss
the new appointment.

Larry Heckber later
spoke with the commis-
sioners about his applica-
tion for the board, noting
his previous involvement
in cemetery clean-up and
how he planned to handle
the responsibility with other
roles. In response, Stringer
affirmed Gerber’s state-

ments that the existing board
needed to regroup, particu-
larly that the board “function
as a regular board” by meet-
ing regularly and formally
voting on decisions.
Meanwhile, the com-
missioners appointed Adia
Yeger to the Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission (one-
year term) and Eric Keifer
to the Community Correc-

tions Advisory Board (four-
year term), replacing Com-
missioner Mike Vanover.
The commissioners have
retained the following one-
year appointments: Stringer
to the Economic Develop-
ment Commission, Vanover
to the EMA Advisory Board
and Gerber to the EMS
Advisory Board.

holly@news-banner.com

Breaking down fiscal issues

(Continued from Page 1)
low income tax. A two-year task force
dedicated to reviewing and reforming
the state’s tax system ended with only
vague recommendations, as detailed by
chair Sen. Travis Holdman.

“To even come up with one bill to
address one small issue, it would have
taken us months and months to come
up with a solution,” Holdman said.
“I think we will land somewhere in
the middle between what (Gov.-elect)
Braun wants and what the legislature
has in mind and what our constituents
are telling us.”

The Markle Republican noted that
any cuts to property taxes, which take
away local funds for public safety
and infrastructure, could be backfilled
with local income taxes — potentially
negating any attempts to lower bills.
Additionally, lifting the tax burden on
one population, such as homeowners,
could shift the burden to others, such
as farmers or businesses.

“So we’re looking at what we can
do to not make any drastic changes and
to ease into that. It’s going to take us
some time to get there,” said Holdman.

Regardless, the upcoming legis-
lative session won’t be able to alter
any property owner’s 2025 tax bill —
which has already been calculated by
local governments.

Holdman said he intends to still file
a bill to lower income taxes if revenues
pick up — while another senator will
file to eliminate the state’s tax floor
on business personal property taxes, a
long-standing goal of corporate lobby-
ing organizations.

South Bend Democrat Sen. David
Niezgodski said he intended to push
for legislation expanding the tax credit
for disabled veterans and increasing
the credit available to renters from
$2,000 to $3,000.

Raising revenue

In the last budget session, legisla-
tors opted to nix two separate taxes
dedicated to health priorities: increas-
ing the existing tax on cigarettes and
implementing a monthly telephone fee
to pay for behavioral health services.

Proponents say increasing cigarette

taxes may bring some revenue but,
more importantly, discourages Hoo-
siers from smoking — which drags
down Indiana’s already low public
health metrics. Critics note that any
increased dollars will diminish as more
Hoosiers quit smoking.

Rep. Craig Snow said the state
would also reap benefits in government
programs, like Medicaid, if enrollees
quit smoking.

“It’s been proven that there’s a
direct correlation to the cost of Med-
icaid ... as far as (tobacco) use,” said
Snow, a Republican from Warsaw.

The House has passed such an effort
multiple times, only for it to be defeat-
ed across the Statehouse in the Senate.
Holdman, speaking generally, said he
didn’t see new taxes being incorporat-
ed into the next budget.

“... I just don’t think, from the
majority standpoint, there’s any appe-
tite to increase taxes. We just need to
tighten our belt,” Holdman said.

The second telephone fee would
specifically support 988 services and
associated behavioral health programs,
such as in-patient mental health servic-
es and crisis stabilization units. Prior
to the new forecast, behavioral health
commissioners asked for an additional
state investment to support such servic-
es — which would be covered by the
$90 million raised through the phone
surcharge.

They also estimated that a $1
increase on a 20-pack of cigarettes
could bring in an additional $132.6
million annually.

Public health

Another health priority on the dock-
et for 2025: funding for Health First
Indiana, which distributed state dollars
to local public health departments to
tackle certain health metrics — includ-
ing smoking cessation programs as
well as infant and maternal health.

Prior to the influx of funds, Indi-
ana had one of the lowest-ranking
state investments in public health. In
the first year, 86 counties divided up
$75 million. By the second year, all 92
counties had joined the program and
split the $150 million fund.

“It’s an issue that I like talking about
because this is a huge, generational-
type bill,” Sen. Ed Charbonneau said.
“...1t’s a paradigm shift. Because it’s
the first time in many years here that
we have focused on prevention.”

Charbonneau, one of the bill’s
authors, said the idea had encountered
a lot of skepticism from local politi-
cians and colleagues. He credited for-
mer Sen. Luke Kenley with getting the
bill passed, though stakeholders still
worried that only a handful of counties
would join the effort.

Proponents slashed their budget
request in the hopes that the program
would be able to prove itself and get
more funding in the future, a shaky
proposition going into 2025.

“I’ve encouraged all of the legisla-
tors that I can to go talk to the people in
the county, talk to them about how it’s
going,” said Charbonneau, R-Valpara-
iso. “... I have not had a person come
back yet with a negative outlook on the
bill.”

Even in a tight budget year, Char-
bonneau said that taking funds away
from the program would be “devastat-
ing” and that those dollars needed to be
protected.

Bray, who leads Charbonneau’s
caucus, acted on his advice to con-
sult with local departments and said
his local public health leaders had “an
awful lot of energy and enthusiasm.”

Such actions could improve the
overall health of Hoosiers and eventu-
ally save the state money, he said. As
with many agenda items for 2025, such
savings inevitably circled back to Med-
icaid costs.

“I think that (it)’s going to have
a positive result over the next few
years as they really focus on things
that are going to move the needle for
the health of Hoosiers. And that will
impact our Medicaid costs,” Bray
said. “Without a doubt, a healthier
workforce — a healthier population
— is going to be better and less pres-
sure on Medicaid.”

Lawmakers are scheduled to con-
vene for the 2025 legislative session in
Indianapolis on Jan. 8.

Polar vortex

(Continued from Page 1)
don’t do that, you’re wast-
ing your time. I did a couple
of layers yesterday, so I had
to make sure I wasn’t in too
bad of shape today.”

Ice and snow blan-
keted major roads in Kan-
sas, western Nebraska and
parts of Indiana, where the
National Guard was activat-
ed to help stranded motor-
ists. The National Weather
Service issued winter storm
warnings for Kansas and
Missouri, where blizzard
conditions brought wind
gusts of up to 45 mph. The
warnings extended to New
Jersey into early Tuesday.

At the storied Calumet
Farm in central Kentucky,
the thoroughbreds were led
to their stalls Sunday after-
noon before freezing rain
turned their pastures into a
slick glaze of snow and ice.

“The ice is the worst
part,” Eddie Kane, the farm
manager, said Monday. “I
still haven’t turned them out
because it’s still a little bit
too dangerous. It’s like an
ice skating rink out there in
the fields.”

The polar vortex of ultra-
cold air usually spins around
the North Pole, but it some-
times plunges southward
into the U.S., Europe and
Asia. Studies show that a
fast-warming Arctic is part-
ly to blame for the increas-
ing frequency of the polar
vortex extending its grip.

Temperatures plunge

Starting Monday, the
eastern two-thirds of the
U.S. dealt with bone-chill-
ing cold and wind chills,
forecasters said, predicting
temperatures ranging from
12 to 25 degrees below nor-
mal in many areas.

The Northeast was
expected to get several cold
days, said Jon Palmer, a
weather service meteorolo-

gist based in Gray, Maine.

The cold was expected
to grip the Eastern Seaboard
as far south as Georgia, with
temperatures dropping into
the low single digits in some
coastal areas, Palmer said.

Classes canceled

School closings were
widespread, with districts in
Indiana, Virginia, Kentucky,
Missouri and Kansas can-
celing or delaying the start
of classes Monday. Among
them was Kentucky’s Jeffer-
son County Public Schools,
which canceled classes and
other school activities for its
nearly 100,000 students.

Classes were also can-
celed in Maryland, where
Gov. Wes Moore declared a
state of emergency Sunday
and announced that state
government offices would
also be closed Monday.

Car wrecks abound

At least 600 motorists
were stranded in Missouri
over the weekend, authori-
ties said. Hundreds of car
accidents were reported in
Virginia, Indiana, Kansas
and Kentucky, where a state
trooper was treated for non-
life-threatening injuries after
his patrol car was hit.

Kentucky Gov. Andy
Beshear, who declared a
state emergency, said gov-
ernment buildings would be
closed Monday.

“We see far too many
wrecks out there for people
that do not have to be on the
roads,” Beshear said.

Kansas saw two deadly
crashes over the weekend.
Gov. Laura Kelly closed
state offices in the Topeka
area through Tuesday, as did
many school districts.

Virginia State Police
responded to at least 430
crashes Sunday and Mon-
day. One man died and
more than 20 people were
injured. Police said other

weather-related fatal acci-
dents occurred Sunday near
Charleston, West Virginia,
and Monday in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina.

By midday Monday, state
troopers in Maryland had
responded to at least 475
calls for service, including
123 reported crashes and
156 unattended vehicles
since 1 a.m., Maryland State
Police said on social media.

More snow and ice are
expected

In Indiana, snow cov-
ered stretches of Interstate
64, Interstate 69 and U.S.
Route 41, leading authori-
ties to plead with people to
stay home.

“It’s snowing so hard,
the snow plows go through
and then within a half hour
the roadways are completely
covered again,” State Police
Sgt. Todd Ringle said.

Topeka, Kansas, reported
14.5 inches by about 8 p.m.
Sunday, according to the
weather service.

Kansas City International
Airport received 11 inches
of snow on Sunday, break-
ing the previous record for
the day of 10.1 inches set
in 1962, according to the
weather service’s office
in Kansas City, Missouri.
In Kentucky, Louisville
recorded 7.7 inches of snow
on Sunday, shattering the
date’s previous record of 3
inches set in 1910.

The Mid-Atlantic region
was expected to get anoth-
er 6 inches to 12 inches
of snow on Monday, the
weather service’s Weather
Prediction Center warned.
Dangerously cold tempera-
tures were expected to fol-
low, with nighttime lows
falling into the single digits
through the middle of the
week across the Central
Plains and into the Missis-
sippi and Ohio valleys.

Thousands without power

Many were in the dark as
temperatures plunged. More
than 250,000 customers
were without power early
Monday across Kentucky,
Indiana, Virginia, West Vir-
ginia, [llinois and Missouri,
according to electric util-
ity tracking website Power-
Outage.us.

In Virginia’s capital city,
a power outage caused a
temporary malfunction in
the water system, officials
said Monday afternoon.
Richmond officials asked
citizens in the city of more
than 200,000 people to
refrain from drinking tap
water or washing dishes
without boiling the water
first. The city also asked
residents to conserve their
water, such as by taking
shorter showers.

City officials said they
were working nonstop
to bring the system back
online.

Air and rail
travel are snarled

More than 2,500 flights
were canceled and at least
6,500 more were delayed
nationwide as of Monday
morning, according to track-
ing platform FlightAware.
Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport reported
that about 58% of arrivals
and 70% of departures had
been canceled.

A record 8 inches of
snow fell Sunday at the
Cincinnati/Northern Ken-
tucky International Air-
port, leading to dozens of
flight cancellations that
lingered into Monday. A
few more inches of snow
were expected Monday
across the Cincinnati area,
where car and truck crash-
es Monday morning shut-
down at least two major
routes leading into down-
town.
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Weather

Tuesday, January 7, 2025
(24-hour observations at 9:57 p.m. Monday)
High: 26; Low: 19; Precipitation: 0.4 inches of snow
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.92

feet at 9:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast

Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 28. Northwest

wind 5 to 10 mph.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 16. West

wind around 5 mph.

Wednesday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 23. West

wind 5 to 10 mph.

Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around

11. West wind 5 to 10 mph.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 23.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 9.

Friday: A 20% chance of snow showers after 1 p.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 23.

Friday Night: A 30% chance of snow, mainly before 1
a.m. Cloudy, with a low around 17.

Saturday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 26.

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 17.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 28.

U.S. Steel

(Continued from Page 1)

In a separate lawsuit filed
in the District Court for the
Western District of Penn-
sylvania, the companies
accused steel-making rival
Cleveland-Cliffs Inc. and its
CEOQO, Lourenco Goncalves,
in coordination with David
McCall, the head of the
U.S. Steelworkers union, of
“engaging in a coordinated
series of anticompetitive and
racketeering activities” to
block the deal.

In 2023, before U.S.
Steel accepted the buyout
offer from Nippon, Cleve-
land-Cliffs offered to buy
U.S. Steel for $7 billion.
U.S. Steel turned down the
offer and later accepted an
all-cash offer from Nippon
Steel, which Biden nixed
Friday.

The companies allege
that Goncalves, in collusion
with McCall, maneuvered
to prevent any party other
than Cleveland-Cliffs from
acquiring U.S. Steel and
to damage the Pittsburgh
manufacturer’s ability to
compete. McCall on Mon-
day called the allegations
baseless.

“By blocking Nippon
Steel’s attempt to acquire
U.S. Steel, the Biden admin-
istration protected vital U.S.
interests, safeguarded our
national security and helped
preserve a domestic steel
industry that underpins our
country’s critical supply
chains,” McCall said in a
prepared statement.

McCall had long ques-
tioned Nippon Steel’s status
as an honest broker for U.S.
national trade interests and

called Nippon Steel a “serial
trade cheater” that had, for
decades, undermined the
domestic steel industry by
dumping its products into
U.S. markets.

Cleveland-Cliffs, based
in Ohio, did not immedi-
ately return a request by The
Associated Press for com-
ment.

Nippon and U.S. Steel
allege in the suit that
CFIUS was instructed not
to offer any counterpro-
posals or hold discussions
with them. The companies
argued that the review pro-
cess was manipulated so
that the outcome would
support a decision Biden
had already made, saying
he used “undue influence to
advance his political agen-
da.”

Nippon, however, will
face an incoming adminis-
tration that has also vowed
to block the acquisition.

President-elect Donald
Trump last month under-
scored his intention to block
the deal, and pledged to use
tax incentives and tariffs to
strengthen the iconic Ameri-
can steelmaker.

Shortly after the lawsuits
were filed, Trump cement-
ed that stance on his Truth
Social platform.

“Why would they want
to sell U.S. Steel now when
Tariffs will make it a much
more profitable and valuable
company?” the post said.
“Wouldn’t it be nice to have
U.S. Steel, once the greatest
company in the World, lead
the charge toward greatness
again? It can all happen very
quickly!”
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H. Lorraine Hilsmier, 88

H. Lorraine Hilsmier, 88, of
Ossian, passed away on Saturday
evening, Jan. 4, 2025, at Ossian
Health & Rehabilitation Center.

Lorriane was born Dec. 3,
1936, in Bluffton, to Hugh and
Honor (Kleinknecht) Harris. She
married Gene A. Hilsmier in Mun-
cie, who preceded her in death in

She graduated from Lancaster
School and attended Fort Wayne
Business School. Lorraine was a
member of Ossian Presbyterian Church, Eastern Stars,
Delta Theta Tai Chapter Epsilon Beth Sorority and held
several offices. She worked at North American Van
Lines and Ellenberger Bros. in Fort Wayne. In her free
time, she enjoyed reading, sewing, knitting and crochet-

Lorraine relocated to the Winston-Salem, North Car-
olina area in 1983, where she worked at AT&T head-
quarters and retired from Piece Goods Corporation
Headquarters in 1998. She moved to Calabash (Beach),
North Carolina before returning back to the Bluffton

Survivors include her son, Greg Hilsmier of North
Carolina; a daughter, Anjanette Lassiter of Bluffton; four
grandchildren, Bryce (Amanda) Bender, Brandt (Ashley)
Bender of Huntington, Trey Bender of Zanesville, Cole
Lemberg of Minnesota; eight great-grandchildren; sis-
ter-in-law, Carolyn (Norm) Lipp of Ossian; many nieces,
nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews and great-
great-nieces and great-great-nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; children
Julia and Jill (twins), and Mark A. Hilsmier; sisters, Patri-
cia Geller and Jacquelyn Williams; a brother Richard
Harris, along with her brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law.

Funeral services will be held at 1 p.m. on Friday, Jan.
10, 2025, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in
Bluffton with the Rev. Lyle Breeding officiating. Burial
will follow at Oaklawn Cemetery in Ossian. Calling will
take place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday, prior to the

Memorials may be made to Ossian Presbyterian
Church, or Donor’s Choice and can be directed to the

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the family at www.thomarich.com.

Lilly Endowment

(Continued from Page 1)
dren Worldwide and the
Apostolic Church.

She is employed at Chris-
tian Care Retirement Com-
munity where she received
her nursing assistant certifi-
cation.

“Each year, the com-
petition for this coveted
scholarship award is formi-
dable” stated Foundation
CEO Tammy Slater. “The
wide range of accomplish-
ments these young adults
have achieved in their lives
are exemplary and Wells
County would be extraordi-
narily well-represented by
any one of the them. Mela-
nie is a deserving nominee.
She maintains outstanding
scholastic standing while at
the same time being actively
engaged in numerous extra-
curricular and community
activities. She has chosen
to not only participate but
pursue leadership positions
within many of the activi-
ties she has participated in.
She possesses the character-
istics of a strong work ethic,
resilience and the ability to
inspire others. These quali-
ties will serve her well as
she pursues her education
in college. We have great
confidence that Melanie will
enjoy much success.”

The local accredited high
schools within Wells County
were contacted in June and
asked to submit the names of
students meeting the follow-
ing criteria: a minimum GPA
of 3.8 on a 4.0 scale; plan-
ning to attend an accredited
four-year Indiana college or
university, public or private;
and a full-time resident of
Wells County and a current
high school senior, attending
an accredited high school
within Wells (or a surround-
ing) County who will gradu-
ate by June 30, 2025.

A total of 46 candidates
were determined to have
met the initial eligibil-
ity requirements. The can-

didates were judged on aca-
demic achievement, school
and community activities,
work experience, letters of
recommendation, and a 500
to 750-word essay convey-
ing what makes him/her
special and deserving of the
Lilly Endowment Commu-
nity Scholarship. Reviewed,
scored, and ranked by an
outside scholarship man-
agement professional, the
Foundation sent the recom-
mendations to Independent
Colleges of Indiana for the
final determination. ICI is
a nonprofit corporation that
represents 31 regionally
accredited degree granting,
nonprofit, private colleges
and universities in the state.

Lilly Endowment created
the Lilly Endowment Com-
munity Scholarship Program
for the 1998-1999 school
year and has supported the
program every year since
with tuition grants totaling
in excess of $490 million.
More than 5,300 Indiana
students have received the
Lilly Endowment Commu-
nity Scholarship since the
program’s inception.

The primary purposes
of the Lilly Endowment
Community Scholarship
Program are: to help raise
the level of educational
attainment in Indiana; to
increase awareness of the
beneficial roles Indiana
community foundations
can play in their communi-
ties; and to encourage and
support the efforts of cur-
rent and past Lilly Endow-
ment Community Scholars
to engage with each other
and with Indiana business,
governmental, educational,
nonprofit and civic lead-
ers to improve the quality
of life in Indiana generally
and in local communities
throughout the state. The
Wells County Foundation,
Inc. administers the Lilly
Endowment Scholarship
program locally.

Corrections and clarifications

Saturday’s Local Roundup misstated the meeting time
for the Jefferson Township Advisory Board. The board will
meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 7, at Norwell Community
Schools’ central office, 312 N. Jefferson St. in Ossian.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian
Journal publishes “basic” obitu-
aries free of charge for “local”
deaths. “Basic” obituaries will
include the deceased’s name, age,
community of record, date and
place of death, basic genealogical
information, the date, time and
location of calling hours and ser-
vices and the name of the funeral
home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/
or a photo is desired to be includ-
ed, or if the deceased does not
meet the definitions of a “local”
person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will pro-
vide details on the policy and will
coordinate obituary publication.

INCIDENTS

City:

Friday, 7:11 p.m., Hott
Family Dentistry. Driver
cited for no valid license.

Friday, 9:15 p.m., Capri
Court. Noise complaint, loud
music making caller’s dog
bark. Resident said he inten-
tionally turned the music up
to drown out dog barking.

Friday, 9:47 p.m., 500
block of South Morgan
Street. Report of domestic
violence. One detained.

Saturday, 5:11 a.m., Spring
and Main streets. Caller
reported vehicle with strange
driving behavior, driving on
sidewalk. Driver arrested for
operating while intoxicated
— endangerment.

Saturday, 11:26 a.m., 611
N Main St. Intoxicated driver.

Saturday, 2:01 p.m., 1400
block of West South Street.
Report of fighting. Staci A.
Musco, 33, Bluffton, arrest-
ed for domestic battery, a
Class A misdemeanor. Bond
set at $25,000.

Saturday, 2:03 p.m., Lan-
caster Senior Villas. Report
of theft.

Sunday, 3 p.m., Wells
County Jail. Warrant served.
Aaron Leonard Mason, 43,
Bluffton, arrested for domes-
tic battery, a Class A misde-
meanor. Bond set at $25,000.

Sunday, 9:36 p.m., Wells
County Jail. Nichole Jean
Seeley, 28, Pennville, Indi-
ana, arrested for operating or
permitting operating without
financial responsibility —
prior, a Class A misdemean-
or. Bond not set.

Sunday, 10:41 p.m., 1100
West South Street. Report
of cat in the roadway. Cat
meowved.

Monday, 1:54 a.m., Main
Street and Sutton Circle
Drive. Traffic stop initiated
for vehicle with no plate.
Vehicle towed, driver denied
courtesy transport and left on
foot.

Monday, 5:44 a.m., Main
Street and Central Avenue.
Driver cited for no proof of
insurance.

Monday, 9:58 a.m., Jersey
and South streets. Report of
two vehicles doing donuts in
parking lot. Juveniles warned
for exhibition driving.

Monday, 12:26 p.m.,
Jersey and South streets.
Three vehicles doing donuts.
Warned juveniles for exhibi-
tion driving.

Monday, 1:05 p.m., 100
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block of Capri Court. Person
wanted out of Huntington
County.

County:

Friday, 1:45 p.m., Irish
Acres. Car vs. mail box.

Friday, 4:01 p.m., Hoo-
sier Highway and C.R. 300
S, Bluffton. Vehicle slid off
roadway, stuck in ditch. Pass-
erby helped pull the vehicle
out and replaced the tire.

Saturday, 12:45 a.m., Main
Street and S.R. 124, Bluff-
ton. Traffic stop initiated for
vehicle with trail light issue.
Marijuana smell observed and
small joint found. Passenger
destroyed the joint and both
were warned.

Saturday, 6:16 p.m.,
Jeff Road and C.R. 1100 S,
Montpelier. Car vs. deer.

Saturday, 9:10 p.m., C.R.
300 N and 100 W, Bluffton.
Vehicle broken down off the
roadway, driver and passen-
ger given courtesy transport.

Saturday, 11:27 p.m., 400
block of South Main Street.
Report of a suspicious man
looking around at residenc-
es. The man was trying to
fulfill a DoorDash order.

Sunday, 2:20 p.m., 3679
S Hoosier Highway, Bluff-
ton. Truck reportedly hit
guardrail and left.

Sunday, 7:13 p.m., C.R.
300 W and 300 N, Bluffton.
Patrol car vs. deer, no dam-
age reported.

Sunday, 11:04 p.m.,
Meridian Road and C.R.
1100 S, Montpelier. Wells
County units dispatched on
a driving complaint and pos-
sible intoxicated driver com-
ing from Blackford County.
Montpelier Police Depart-
ment was pursuing the
vehicle, and Wells County
officers caught up with the
vehicle and followed for
some time before the vehicle
stopped. Driver Oscar David
Vargas Cruz, 29, Pennville,
Indiana, reportedly did not
respond to repeated com-
mands and was eventually
pulled from the vehicle and
handcuffed. Cruz reportedly
smelled strongly of alcohol
and was transported to Bluft-
ton Regional Medical Center
to meet with a translator and
for a blood draw. Cruz was
arrested for resisting law
enforcement using vehicle,
a Level 6 felony, and oper-
ating a vehicle without ever
receiving a license and oper-
ating a vehicle while intoxi-
cated, Class C misdemean-

Police Notebook

ors. He was also cited for left
of center. Bond set at $6,000.

Monday, 10:41 p.m., C.R.
300 W and 100 W, Bluffton.
Abandoned vehicle tagged.

Ossian:

Friday, 3:45 p.m., C.R.
300 W and 700 N, Ossian.
Car vs. telephone pole.

Friday, 4:34 p.m., C.R.
100 E and 1000 N, Ossian.
Stop sign missing.

Friday, 4:39 p.m., S.R.
1 and C.R. 1200 N, Ossian.
Vehicle slid off roadway.
Off-duty officer helped push
the vehicle out of the ditch.

Monday, 11:38 a.m.,
10742 N Meridian Rd.,
Ossian. Report of fraud.

ACCIDENTS

City:

Friday, 12:19 p.m., West-
ern Avenue at Decker Street.
Officer was traveling east-
bound on Western Avenue
and discovered a 2005 Chev-
rolet Suburban off the road-
way that appeared to have
been involved in a crash.
A single male driver, Envy
Lopez Munoz, 16, Bluffton,
was in the vehicle and stated
he had only a few small cuts.
Munoz did not speak English,
and the officer used phone
translation to communicate.
Munoz claimed his friend had
been driving and fled when
the vehicle crashed, though
the officer observed no foot-
prints in the snow. Munoz
admitted to not having a driv-
er’s license but denied drink-
ing. The officer observed
an alcohol smell as well as
signs of intoxication. Two
unopened bottles of alcohol
were also found around the
vehicle. Munoz was cleared
by EMS and then transport-
ed to the police department
for testing. The vehicle was
towed from the scene. Dam-
age exceeded $5,000.

Sunday, 6:03 p.m., Wiley
Avenue at Bennett Street.
Anita L. Moore, 40, Bluff-
ton, was driving a 2012
GMC Terrain southbound
on Bennett Street and did not
see any oncoming vehicles
as she went through the stop
sign. The Terrain was struck
by a westbound 2017 Ford
Explorer driven by Lagan
Bunch, 39, Bluffton, who
had the right-of-way. The
Explorer then veered and hit
a tree at the side of the road
head-on. Moore was cited
for failing to yield the right-
of-way. The Explorer was
towed from the scene. Dam-

Wells legislators encourage
students to page at Statehouse

Applications are live
for the Indiana House
Page Program during
the 2025 legislative ses-
sion at the Statehouse in
Indianapolis, according to
State Reps. Matt Lehman
(R-Berne) and Lorissa
Sweet (R-Wabash).

Lehman said Hoosier
students ages 13 to 18 are
invited to spend the day
assisting lawmakers and
staff, touring the Indiana
Statehouse and listening
in on the legislative ses-
sion.

“Student pages have
the opportunity to meet
local lawmakers and work
with Statehouse staff dur-
ing their visit,” Lehman
said. “The House Page
Program is a great oppor-
tunity for young Hoosiers
to learn more about Indi-
ana government and how
a bill becomes a law.”

Applications can be
found at IndianaHouseRe-
publicans.com/PagePro-
gram along with avail-
able days during the 2025
legislative session, which
starts Jan. 8 and must end
by April 29.

“Paging at the State-
house gives students a
behind-the-scenes look at
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what happens on a daily
basis during the legisla-
tive session,” Sweet said.
“l encourage eligible
Hoosiers from my district
to not wait and sign up as
soon as possible.”

Sweet said interested
students will have the
opportunity to page on
Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays during the
legislative session and
will receive an excused
absence from school.
Large groups can par-
ticipate on Wednesdays
only. To schedule a group,
contact the page program
director at 317-232-9410
or pageprogram@iga.
in.gov.

Students are respon-

sible for their own lunch
and transportation to and
from the Statehouse in
Indianapolis.

age exceeded $10,000.

County:

Friday, 11:25 a.m., Hoo-
sier Highway east of C.R.
500 S, Travisville. Danny
E. Doss, 66, Fort Wayne,
was driving a 2007 Ford
Ranger southwest on Hoo-
sier Highway and swerved
to avoid a dog or coyote in
the roadway, losing control
of the vehicle in the icy con-
ditions. The vehicle left the
north side of the roadway
and rolled once, landing on
its wheels. Doss smelled
of alcohol when the officer
arrived, testing at 0.079%
at the scene and was taken
to Bluffton Regional Medi-
cal Center for a blood draw.
Toxicology results are pend-
ing. The vehicle was towed
from the scene. Damage
exceeded $1,000.

Friday, 2:26 p.m., S.R.
1, Petroleum. Nickenson N.
Vilsaint, 44, Waterloo, Iowa,
was driving a 2014 Chevro-
let Camaro northbound on
S.R. 1 and lost control of the
vehicle in snowy conditions.
The vehicle slid of the east
side of the roadway and into
a ditch, striking a culvert and
rotating approximately 270
degrees clockwise into the
field. The vehicle was towed
from the scene. Damage
exceeded $5,000.

Sunday, 9:24 p.m., S.R.
3, McNatts. Danielle Cruz,
31, Indianapolis, was driving
a 2024 Ford Bronco Sport
northbound on S.R. 3 and
struck a deer. The vehicle
was towed from the scene.
Damage exceeded $5.,000.

FIRES

Friday, 3:45 p.m., C.R.
300 W and 700 N, Markle.
Wires down. REMC on
scene at 4:37 p.m.

Sunday, 3:41 a.m., Bluff-
ton-Harrison Middle School.
Fire alarm. False, system
reset.

ARRESTS

Logan Matthew McEwen,
20, Bluffton; minor in pos-
session of an alcoholic bev-
erage, a Class C misdemean-
or, and operating a vehicle
while intoxicated — endan-
germent, a Class A misde-
meanor. Bond set at $2,000.

Kevin Wayne Gerber, 63,
Bluffton; operating a vehicle
while intoxicated, a Class C
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$500.

o/ Rae Ann N
Hayden
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Slow and steady quest to
declutter continues in '25

The CBS headline ironically caught
my attention on New Year’s Eve not
too long after having returned from
dropping off a load of items that my
wife and I hope will help someone
else.

“New Year’s resolutions often don’t
last.”

Nearly half of Americans make ;
New Year’s resolutions; however, only Justin
about 25% of people follow through Peeper

with their resolutions after the first
month, the article explained.

But it gets worse.

Fewer than 10% of people actually accomplish their
resolutions by year’s end.

My wife and I have never been too big on New
Year’s resolutions. I don’t think we have set one in the
five years that we have been married — probably a
good decision since the failure rate is so high.

Instead, we prefer New Year’s traditions such as eat-
ing 12 grapes during the 12 strokes to midnight each
year. Those who participate in this annual tradition from
Spain that is more than 100 years old are said to have
good luck in the coming year, but I digress.

While we’re not big on starting the New Year with
a list of resolutions, we do set several goals throughout
the year and always try to come up with a plan to fol-
low through.

For the past several months, we have been working
on one of those goals whose deadline isn’t carved in
stone but instead written in sand.

I’'m beginning to wonder, however, if it will be a goal
we approach but never quite reach.

That goal: Decluttering and simplifying.

We moved to our current home almost four years
ago. During those four years, however, the amount of
items we have acquired seems to have grown faster than
a weed in the summer.

So we decided this summer that it was time to declut-
ter and simplify the entire house — a lofty goal that
we’re making progress on but our speed is more like a
sloth trying to walk up a molasses-covered tree than that
pesky weed growing in the hot July sun.

We managed to finish the garage this summer but
didn’t get a chance to resume our decluttering work
until a couple of weeks ago as we tackled a myriad of
closets around the house one at a time.

A friend of ours who was moving last month was the
catalyst for us to return to our ongoing simplifying proj-
ect. She vowed to us both that she would never move
again in large part because of how much work it is to
pack up one house and move those items to the next.

Knowing that we’ll likely have one more move in
the future made both of us want to declutter as much as
possible now to make it easier down the road.

On New Year’s Eve, I took the last load we com-
piled to donate to an organization that helps get gently
used items to those who need them more than we do.
‘We hope that our simplifying will help someone else in
2025.

The work, however, isn’t finished, as we still have a
few more rooms to go through and lots of drawers.

And then there’s my small home office. That task
may take a bit longer than the closets we decluttered at
the end of 2024 but it’s a work in progress with a dead-
line written in the sand — or should I say snow.

Jjdpeeper2@hotmail com

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: * Our website
link (Submit your Letter) *E-Mail: email@news-banner.
com * Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton IN 46714  Drop-off:
125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton. All letters must be signed and
must include a phone number or address in case verification is
desired. Letters are edited for brevity and clarity. Letters must
be no more than 500 words. Please mark your correspondence
as a “Letter to the Editor,” or if you wish to express an opin-
ion to us but do not want it published, please mark as “Not for
Publication.”

Today in History

President Joe Biden’s final year in office was a
disastrous capstone to a catastrophic presidency. In
my last column, I offered my list of the 10 best things
Biden and his administration did in the past year. Here
are the 10 worst. It was hard to pick just 10.

10. He withheld critical weapons from Israel.
Bending to pressure from his left-wing base, Biden
blocked delivery of 2,000-pound MK84 bombs that
Congress approved, and slow-rolled others, including
500-pound MK82 bombs and other weapons. These
delays, and Biden’s pressure on Israel not to carry
out an offensive in Rafah (where the Isracl Defense
Forces found and killed Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar
in October) helped drag out the war.

9. He wasted billions of taxpayer dollars on failed
green-energy giveaways. As of November, his admin-
istration had delivered just 93 trucks after Congress
provided $3 billion to buy electric vehicles for the
U.S. Postal Service, and the administration had com-
pleted only about 200 charging stations in two years
from a $7.5 billion program. The Trump administra-
tion should repeal Biden’s climate spending.

8. He failed to punish the International Criminal
Court. Prosecutor Karim Khan not only indicted the
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, he threat-
ened to prosecute members of Congress who pushed
back on the ICC’s illegitimate actions. Yet unlike
Trump, who as president imposed sanctions on the
ICC for its investigations, Biden imposed no costs on
the body, opposing sanctions in Congress and adding
none of his own.

7. He broke his promise not to support court-pack-
ing. After telling Americans he was “not a fan” of the
idea to add extra justices to the Supreme Court, Biden
announced his support for a scheme that was court-
packing by another name, in which he would negate
Supreme Court justices’ constitutionally mandated
lifetime appointments and replace them with 18-year
“term limits.”

6. He and his administration engaged in a coverup
of his cognitive decline. The White House repeatedly
misled the American people about Biden’s mental fit-
ness — assuring them, in Vice President Kamala Har-
ris’s words, that the president was “vibrant,” “tireless”
and “absolutely authoritative in rooms around the
globe” — only to have those falsehoods exposed by a
single debate performance.

5. He broke his promise not to pardon his son.
NBC reported the deception was intentional, and that
following Hunter’s conviction in June “it was decided
... he would publicly say he would not pardon his son
even though doing so remained on the table.” Biden
justified his reversal by claiming that “raw politics
has infected this process and it led to a miscarriage
of justice” — essentially accusing his own Justice
Department of engaging in politicized prosecutions
and validating Trump’s critique that his administration

The 10 worst things Biden did in
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ers, child molesters and a cop killer. Biden,
who is Catholic, said that he was “guided
by my conscience” to grant clemency to 37
federal death-row inmates who had com-
mitted horrific crimes. But he made support
for abortion the centerpiece of his reelec-
tion campaign (before he dropped out). The
president has it backward: The Catholic
Church teaches the death penalty is a mat-
ter of “prudential judgment” while abortion
is an “intrinsically evil” act.

3. He called Trump supporters ‘“gar-
bage.” Biden claimed afterward that
he misspoke, but his plain words were
clear: “The only garbage I see floating out there is
[Trump’s] supporters.” Biden came to office promis-
ing to put his “whole soul” into “bringing America
together.” Instead, he compared Republicans to racists
and traitors, called them “semi-fascist” and “enemies”
of America.

2. He broke his promise to avenge the Abbey
Gate bombing. After the 2021 suicide bombing at the
Kabul airport’s Abbey Gate killed 13 U.S. service
members and injured 45 more, Biden warned: “We
will not forgive. We will not forget. We will hunt you
down and make you pay.” Yet, three years later, Biden
prepares to leave the presidency having done nothing
to punish those responsible for the deaths of the brave
Americans who gave their lives carrying out his cata-
strophic retreat in Afghanistan.

1. He continued to slow-roll weapons to Ukraine
with no strategy for victory. Biden didn’t provide
Ukraine with long-range Army Tactical Missile Sys-
tem (ATACMS) missiles until April last year or F-16
fighter jets until July, and he did not to let Ukraine
strike Russian territory with longer-range weapons
until November — and this on top of sclerotic delays
in providing Stinger and Javelin missiles, High Mobil-
ity Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS), Patriot air
defense systems and M1 Abrams tanks. If Biden had
given Ukraine all these weapons in 2022, when Rus-
sia was on its heels after failing to take Kyiv, Ukraine
might have won the war long ago.

Other disastrous Biden policies that did not make
the top 10: He allowed the Houthis to continue fir-
ing at U.S. military ships and commercial vessels in
the Red Sea with virtual impunity; he continued to
preside over net cuts in defense spending that have let
our defense industrial base atrophy; he allowed U.S.
forces to get kicked out of Niger, a major setback for
U.S. counterterrorism operations in Africa and a victo-
ry for Russia; and he issued a shameful new National
Security Memorandum (NSM-20) as a sop to the anti-
Israel left of his party.

Taken together, my four annual lists of Biden’s
worst actions in office tell the story of the worst
presidency in my lifetime. Jan. 20 cannot come soon

Marc
Thiessen

By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, Jan.
7, the seventh day of 2025.
There are 358 days left in
the year.

Today in history: On Jan.
7, 2015, masked gunmen
stormed the Paris offices
of Charlie Hebdo, a French
newspaper that had carica-
tured the Prophet Muham-
mad, methodically killing
12 people, including the
editor, before escaping.
(Two suspects were killed
two days later.)

Also on this date:

In 1610, astronomer Gal-
ileo Galilei observed four of
Jupiter’s moons for the first
time.

In 1955, singer Marian
Anderson became the first
Black American to sing
with the Metropolitan Opera
in New York, in Verdi’s “Un
Ballo in Maschera.”

In 1979, Vietnamese
forces captured the Cambo-
dian capital of Phnom Penh,

overthrowing the Khmer
Rouge government.

In 2022, three white
men who chased and killed
Ahmaud Arbery were sen-
tenced to life in prison; a
judge in Georgia denied
any chance of parole for the
father and son who armed
themselves and initiated
the deadly pursuit of the
25-year-old Black man after
spotting him running in
their neighborhood.

In 2023, Republican
Kevin McCarthy was
elected speaker of the U.S.
House of Representatives
on a historic post-midnight
15th ballot, overcoming
holdouts from his own
ranks after a chaotic week
that tested the new GOP
majority’s ability to govern.

Today’s Birthdays: Musi-
cian Kenny Loggins is 77.
Actor David Caruso is 69.
TV journalist Katie Cou-
ric is 68. Sen. John Thune,
R-SD.,is 64.
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was weaponizing the justice system.

4. He halted the federal executions of serial kill-

enough.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen on X, @marcthiessen.

Sorry, Canada — we don’t want you

“54-40 or Fight” was the
slogan of supporters James K.
Polk in the 1844 presidential
campaign, referring to their
desire to take a substantial
slice of what would eventually
become Canadian territory.

For his part, Donald Trump
isn’t bothering to set out any
latitude lines when he discuss-
es his ambitions on Canada —
he wants the whole thing, or
so he says in his trolling of our
friendly neighbor to the north
and its embattled progressive
prime minister Justin Trudeau.

In recent weeks, Trump has mused
about Canada becoming the 51st
state, posted an artificially generated
image of himself besides a Canada
flag atop a mountain staring hero-
ically into the distance, and referred
to Trudeau, amusingly, as “governor.”

By all accounts, most Canadians
have taken this in stride, but some
have expressed consternation or
indignation, to which we can reply,
“Don’t worry, Canada — we don’t
really want you.”

Even if Trump were inclined to
dust off War Plan Red — the Depart-
ment of War’s strategy in the early
20th century for how to conduct a
war against the British Empire, fea-
turing Canada as a key battlefield —
it wouldn’t be worth the effort.

The United States doesn’t need
another huge, misgoverned Blue
State. We already have California,
where the climate and the surfing are
better.

Over the past several years, Can-
ada has managed to fall even further

behind the United States
economically. “The IMF
forecasts that Canada’s
national income per head,
equivalent to around 80
percent of America’s in
the decade before the
pandemic, will be just 70
percent of its neighbor’s in
2025,” according to The

; Economist.

Rich Writing on the same

LOny theme at the website The
Hub, University of Cal-
gary economics professor

Trevor Tombe notes that “the gap

between the Canadian and American
economies has now reached its widest

point in nearly a century.” The U.S.,

he continues, “is on track to produce
nearly 50 percent more per person
than Canada will.”

Canada would be the fourth-
poorest state in the Union, beneath
Alabama. Tombe breaks it down
province-by-province. Ontario, home
to Toronto, the biggest city in Cana-
da, would be the fifth poorest state.
Quebec would be the second poorest,
falling between West Virginia and
Mississippi.

Why would we make Canada’s
scuffling economic performance our
problem?

Then, there’s the matter of poli-
tics. Canada would be a Blue State
behemoth, matching California in
population (roughly 40 million) and,
presumably, in reliably Democratic
politics. There are red areas of Cana-
da, which has the same urban versus
rural divide as the U.S., yet the Great
White North is overall less conserva-

tive.

Polling in Canada prior the U.S.
presidential election showed Kamala
Harris with a three-to-one lead over
Trump, and an advantage even in the
more Trump-friendly prairies.

The U.S. and Canada are friendly
neighbors with intertwined histories,
but have distinct political and eco-
nomic cultures. We might think we’d
annex Canada and make it more like
us, but — with two Democratic sena-
tors and a huge tranche of electoral
votes for a Democratic presidential
candidate — Canada would surely
make us more like it.

In that sense, the joke would defi-
nitely be on us.

We’d also be buying ourselves an
instant separatist problem by incorpo-
rating Quebec, the French-speaking
province that has had a notoriously
troubled relationship with the rest of
the Canada. If we want to add French,
along with English and Spanish,
as yet another obligatory language
option, this would be a great move.

Then, there’s the matter of Justin
Trudeau. After his irksome, grievous
misrule of Canada, it would be even
more annoying if the story ended with
him becoming a U.S. citizen. Who
knows? Still young, he might become
a strong contender for the 2028 Dem-
ocratic nomination, depending on the
timing of the Ontario caucuses.

All that said, national modesty
compels us to admit that all our prior
efforts to take Canada have failed,
and our pleasant northerly neighbor
deserves respect, amid the ribbing.
Let Canada be Canada.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry
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Gloria searches for balance in her life and the lives of others

Imagine eating your favor-
ite dessert every meal. How long
would it still be good? How happy
are children if they do only what
they want to do all day, every day?

What would it be like if Christ-
mas came every month or went on
a vacation every day?

At our house, we get many
good-sized portions every day.
How much quietness could I relish
without getting too much?

My mind flashes to older widow
friends, handicapped, and other
lonely folks out there who would
be only too glad to have some extra
action and interaction with others
daily. So, I'm getting two sides to
the picture as I write. Isn’t the old
saying true, “Too much of a good
thing is a bad thing?”

We would get rid of those
unchangeables if we could, but
how would life really be if it had
only the good things we would
choose? The quiet moments behind
a closed door with twenty little toes
trying to wiggle their way under
the door would not have felt so
good if I had never been weary of
wondering how I would meet each
child’s need. A restful night’s sleep
never had such significance until
it was a nightly event to get up to
care for little hearts.

Have you ever felt guilty to
enjoy it when you experienced
something that felt good then? I've
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The Amish Cook

by Gloria Yoder

-‘Making a Difference’ sponsors

struggled with that. A while after
my husband passed, I discovered
that it didn’t feel right to laugh.
How would my life look like
now, had I resolved never to laugh
again?

Or you may be in a position
right now where you feel like you
never want to smile again. I get it;
when the pain cuts deep, it some-
times shifts things enough that we
are left reeling, wondering what
good things could happen in our
lives again. Life will never hold
the same thing forever unless we
choose to stay there. Like eating
the same dessert, every meal will
not work, and in the same way,
the heartache within will not for-
ever be part of your diet. Better
yet, as we find Jesus in the midst
of it, he takes the burden, rewraps
it, and replaces it with something
much better, and in his time, gives
it back. Now this process takes
much more patience than I have; 1
keep getting more from the Lord.
Your reward may be waiting until
you step inside those pearly gates,
but believe me, it will be worth it,
many times over.

None of us like to be stuck in

the mundane without an end in
sight. When I find it hard to really
talk to God, I whisper or even think
about the name of Jesus. My lat-
est favorite verse is in Isaiah 61:3
where we’re promised beauty for
ashes and the oil of joy for mourn-
ing.

And while we journey our path-
way, why not help take the monot-
ony out of a lonely neighbor’s life
by sharing a token of kindness
and word of appreciation, or when
we see a hurting individual, just
tell them “I care,” and lift them in
prayer. If there’s a young mother at
church, she may let you sweep her
floors or wash her windows when
you stop by, or perhaps she’d be
ready to eat a meal with two free
hands while you hold the baby.

My children enjoy a change,
even in their daily routine. On
Sunday mornings, they get to eat
their breakfast in their pajamas
and are welcome to bring a cozy
blanket with them. Or better yet,
a break from washing the supper
dishes or feeding the animals on a
cold evening. It really doesn’t take

that much at all to pass on the love
God’s Son has for us and bringing
a spalsh of “Son- shine” into oth-
ers’ lives.

I'll pass on a recipe for soup,
similar to what a church sister
dropped off last week, giving us a
break from preparing a meal. Yes,
little acts of kindness have a way
of removing some of the humdrum
feel to life. If you give, you will
receive.

Creamy Vegetable Rice Soup

1 qt chicken broth

2 cups cold water

1/2 cup rice, uncooked

1/2 cup celery

1/2 cup carrots

1 cup potatoes

1 tablespoon chicken base

1 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon black pepper

2 cups chicken, diced and
cooked

Dump altogether in a 4 quart
kettle, cook until veggies are ten-
der. Add 1/2 cup sour cream and
1/2 pound melting cheese such
as Velveeta. If desired serve with
crackers and bread sticks. Yummy!

Free music series at Fort Wayne’s Plymouth Church

b

.
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A series of free Sunday afternoon con-
certs has been announced for 2024-2025
to be held at the Plymouth Congregational
Church, 501 West Berry St. in Fort Wayne.

Scheduled are the following:

Jan. 19 at 4 p.m. at Pilgrim Baptist
Church, 1331 Gay St., Fort Wayne: We Are
the Dream commemorating the life and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Musi-
cians from both churches and Heartland

Feb. 9 at 2 p.m., Songs of Motherhood
with Natalie Young (soprano) and Ashlee
Bickley McCrory (mezzo) presenting a
recital exploring the triumphs and trials of
early motherhood.

March 10 at 4 p.m., A keyboard concert
of organ and piano (a celebration of 25
years of Robert Nance as director of music
at Plymouth Congregational Church).
More information at www.plymouthfw.org/

-

Les Gerber Insurance, represented by Seth Aschliman, Peg Aschliman and Clint Fiech-
ter, center of photo, will be among the proud sponsors of the Wells Community Boys &
Girls Club Making a Difference Day Banquet to be held on Jan. 20 at the club on South
Wayne St. in Bluffton. Gene Bell, at left, and Vicki Bell, at right, represent the Boys &
Girls Club. (Photos provided)

Sings.

plymouth-music-series.
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‘u A Talk with Tego

left is Club Director Vicki Bell.

Cyndee Fiechter of North Eastern Group
Reality, at right, also will be a sponsor of
the Boys & Girls Club “Making a Differ-
ence” banquet to be held on Jan. 20. At

Chase is a six-month-old,
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

Tego’s Tips: All three are super sweet and playful too!

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more
\information call 824-6063.

Oscar is a six-month- oId
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

-

Raven is a six-month-
old, domestic short hair,
spayed female.

Tego

Habegger Ace hardware, represented
by Jesse Frauhiger, center, and Jeremy
Frauhiger, at right, will also be a sponsor
of the club’s fund-raising banquet. At the
left is Club Director Vicki Bell.
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Free Philharmonic concerts by small ensembles

Musicians from the Fort Wayne Phil-
harmonic will be presenting free concerts
at three sites in Fort Wayne in January,
featuring smaller ensembles.

On Wednesday, Jan. 15, at 10 a.m. the
West Central Winds will be at Crescendo
Coffee & More. (Arrive earlier to purchase
breakfast!)

Sweetwater Sound will be the site on

Wednesday, Jan. 22, at 12 noon when the
Freiman Quartet will play at the “Live
at Lunch” event. (Purchase lunch either
before or after the concert.)

On Thursday, Jan. 23 at 12 noon the
West Central Winds will play at the Elec-
tric Works Union Street Market. (Lunch
available for purchase from a variety of
vendors.)

Al-Anon support group meetings in Bluffton

Support for friends and family who have
a problem drinker in their lives. The support
group meets every Monday from 6:30 to

Wagon Wheel
Summer Season

productions

Productions for the 2025
summer season at Wagon
Wheel Center for the Arts
have been announced.

To arrange for tickets
check out wagonwheelcen-
ter.org.

2025 Summer Season

Joseph & the amazing
technicolor dreamcoat:
June 5-14; South Pacific:
June 19-28; Sister Act: July
3-12; Steel Magnolias:

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free
Installation,

CALL NOW
866.937.1159

7:30 p.m. at the Caylor-Nickel Foundation
Family YMCA, located at 550 W. Dustman
Rd in Bluffton.

BATH
REMOEL

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

\................‘

SUPPORT

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency!
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

7///IN\N\" BUSINESSES

MAGICAL VACATION PLANNER

Resorts

h
U‘n
3

by

@ LIN'S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

Commercial - Business
Home - Indastrial

Electronic Locks - Keypads

Specializingin: . Conplimentary concierge services for all of Stel’hame Hlday
o Gigasallis
« All Inclusive

your travel planning needs.

s.hiday(@magicalvacationplanner.com 260-417-7656

Travel Specialist

business
in the

July 17-26; Grease: July
31-Aug.9

A ticket sale is offered
through Sept. 30 with season
tickets priced at $195 (after
Oct. 1 the price increases to
$225). Information at wag-
onwheel.org or at 866-823-
2618.

Safes « Handicap openers
Camera Surveillance

1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton
Lin Harrold, CML * (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632
CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

IIlI'I}H

Call 824-0224
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NFL coaching moves: Mayo,
Pederson are out of a job while
Giants elect to keep Daboll

By DAVID BRANDT
AP Sports Writer
New England’s

Jerod Mayo and Jack-
sonville’s Doug Peder-
son are two NFL coach-
es who are out of a job,
though a handful of
other teams decided to
stay with the status quo
on a surprisingly quiet
Monday following the
regular season.

The day after the
season’s final game
is usually a tough 24
hours for coaches as

* X
* X

Bowl-winning coach
Khan thought he hired
in February 2021. Ped-
erson led the Eagles to
their first Super Bowl
title in 2018.
Some teams
stay the course

Not every team
that had a rough year
has decided to change
directions — the Giants
announced on Monday
that they’re keeping
coach Brian Daboll and
general manager Joe

x X
* X

underachieving teams
move quickly to make changes.
Mayo fired after one season

Mayo was fired on Sunday after the
team’s win over the Buffalo Bills, end-
ing his tenure after just one season and a
4-13 record. The move means the Patriots
will embark on another rebuild as the team
tries to build an identity following the Bill
Belichick-Tom Brady era.

On Monday, Patriots owner Robert Kraft
took a big chunk of the blame for Mayo’s
quick tenure.

“This whole situation is on me. I feel
terrible for Jerod. Because I put him in an
untenable situation,” Kraft said. “I know he
has all the tools as a head coach to be suc-
cessful in this league. He just needed more
time before taking the job.”

Pederson let go but GM stays

Pederson is out as Jacksonville’s head
coach after the franchise’s “best team
assembled” won just four games, though
owner Shad Khan did opt to retain general
manager Trent Baalke. The Jaguars have
lost 18 of their past 23 games dating back to
last season.

“It’s unfortunate because at the end of
the day we all had a hand in it,” Jaguars
receiver Christian Kirk said. “I have a ton
of respect for Doug. He’s made me a better
football player, better man. I think he’s one
of the better coaches to have coached in this
league, and it’s just unfortunate the way that
things went.”

The 56-year-old Pederson went 23-30
with Jacksonville, a far cry from the Super

Schoen despite a 3-14
record this season.

“We came to the decision that staying
with both of them is the best course of
action for us right now,” said John Mara,
the team president and co-owner. “I think
in Brian’s case, he was the Coach of the
Year two years ago. That didn’t disappear
all of a sudden. I still believe he can do
that again.”

The Indianapolis Colts are staying with
their current regime after owner Jim Irsay
said coach Shane Steichen and general man-
ager Chris Ballard will return.

The Miami Dolphins are also sticking
with their leaders: Owner Stephen Ross said
coach Mike McDaniel and general manager
Chris Grier will return after an 8-9 season.

“As we now look towards 2025, our foot-
ball operations will continue to be led by
Chris Grier and Mike McDaniel with my
full support,” Ross said on X. “Their posi-
tive working relationship is an asset to the
Dolphins, and I believe in the value of sta-
bility.

“However, continuity in leadership is not
to be confused with an acceptance that sta-
tus quo is good enough.”

Next moves

The coaching movement might not be
over. The Dallas Cowboys are one of a few
teams that is still mulling the next move fol-
lowing a 7-10 season that put coach Mike
McCarthy on the hot seat.

Three NFL coaches were fired during the
regular season, including Chicago’s Matt
Eberflus, New Orleans’ Dennis Allen and
the New York Jets’ Robert Saleh.

Big Ten, SEC each have four of the
top 10 teams in AP women'’s poll

By DOUG FEINBERG
AP Basketball Writer

The Big Ten and Southeastern Confer-
ence both have arguments to be considered
the top league in women'’s basketball.

Each has seven teams ranked in The
Associated Press Top 25 women’s basket-
ball poll Monday, including four apiece in
the first 10. Both leagues have been bol-
stered this season by conference realign-
ment, with No. 1 UCLA and No. 4 USC
joining the Big Ten while No. 5 Texas and
No. 10 Oklahoma are new to the SEC.

UCLA was once again the top choice in
the poll after receiving 30 of 32 first-place
votes from a national media panel. The Bru-
ins have been the solid No. 1 team since
knocking off former top team South Caro-
lina in late November. The Gamecocks, who
remained No. 2, host No. 5 Texas on Sun-
day.

Notre Dame remained third, garnering
the other two first place votes, taking one
away from the Gamecocks.

LSU and UConn were next after the
Longhorns. Undefeated Maryland was
eighth with Ohio State moving up one
spot to ninth after Oklahoma split a pair of
games with Texas and then-No. 15 Tennes-
see.

Ranked Utes

Utah underwent a coaching change in the
first month of the season when Lynne Rob-
erts left to coach in the WNBA. Longtime
assistant Gavin Petersen stepped in and now
has the Utes ranked for the third consecutive
season as they entered the poll at No. 22.

“I don’t know if it’s ever happened in
our game before. leaving a few games in,”
Petersen said in a phone interview. “Our
resilient crew has stepped up and faced the
adversity that’s in front of them. We got
through that feeling-out phase and put to
rest all the unknowns.”

Rising Tide

No. 18 Alabama is off to its best start in
the SEC in 21 years as the Crimson Tide
improved to 2-0 in the conference for the
first time since the 2003-04 season with a
68-49 win over Missouri. Alabama visits
No. 5 Texas on Thursday.

Games of the week

No. 4 USC at No. 8§ Maryland, Wednes-
day. The Terrapins will look to stay unbeat-
en as they host JuJu Watkins and the Tro-
jans in a Big Ten showdown. This is the
first top-10 matchup for Maryland this sea-
son.

No. 14 Duke at No. 19 North Carolina,
Thursday. The first meeting between these
two rivals who are looking to stay near the
top of the ACC.

No. 5 Texas at No. 2 South Carolina,
Sunday. The Longhorns face defending
national champion South Carolina in the
first of two regular-season games.

Be prepared before the next power outage.
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It’s not just a generator.

It’s a power move.

Receive afree 5-yearwarranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535,

Call B66-953-2203
to schedule your free quote!
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The Bluffton City Gym hosted the
Men’s Basketball League on Monday,
Dec. 30 and the Boys’ 5th-8th Grade
Basketball League on Saturday, Jan. 4.

Below are the results:
Men’s Basketball League

¢ Boleas Farms 81, The Irish 70.

Grant Prible led Boleas with 36
points and Luke Roush had 25. Tanner
Johnson scored 20 for The Irish and
Dillion White had 16.

* The Flint Tropics 95, Inteva Doors
71.

Drew Federspiel led The Flint Trop-
ics with 32 points and Conner Vachon
26 points. Owen Tesrs and Wasre Kello
led Inteva with 23 points.

e Inteva Panels 73, Craigville Appli-
ance 67.

Jason Houck led Inteva with 20
points and Mark Franks 17. Hay Nern
led Craigville with 16 points and Kon-
ner Norman had 15.

e Peyton’s Northern 79, The “B”
Team 50.

Bluffton City Gym Men'’s,
5th-8th grade league results

Levi Thomas led Peyton’s with 20
points and both Vern Martin and Drew
Davis scored 14. David Bradler led The
“B” Team with 18 points and Gus Gut-
teriz had 10.

Boys’ 5th-8th Grade
Basketball League

e Clean Fuels/Optimist 39, EP
Graphics/Peyton Northern 37.

Maddox White led Clean Fuels with
20 points and Croy Stout had 10. Wyatt
Holmes had 20 points for EP Graphics
and Parker Cristal had 10.

* National Oil 53, Parlor City Tro-
phys 34.

Chase Kistler led National Oil with
20 points and Vince Lambert had 12.
Cooper Figert scored 10 for Parlor City
and Davin Drayer had seven.

e S&Y Huggins 53, Moose 242/
Farm Bureau Insurance 33.

Jace Reinhard had 15 points for S&Y
and Griff Bailey had 14. Miles Daugh-
tery had 11 points and both Landon
Clark and Oakley Bryant with six.

Consumer Cellular:

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE, WITHOUT
BIG WIRELESS COST.

High-School-Calendar

TUESDAY, JAN 7

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL: Carroll at Norwell,
7:30 p.m.; Daleville at Southern Wells, 7p.m.

WRESTLING: Norwell at Bluffton, 6:30
p.m.; Southern Wells at Northfield, 6:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (co-ed): Angola at
Norwell, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JAN 8

WRESTLING: North Miami at Norwell, 6:30
p.m.

THURSDAY, JAN 9

SWIMMING & DIVING (co-ed): South
Adams at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.; East Noble at
Norwell, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN 10

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL: Jay County at Bluff-
ton, 7 p.m.; Leo at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; South-
ern Wells at South Adams, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (co-ed): Bluffton,
Norwell at Jay County diving Invitational, 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN 11

BOYS’ BASKETBALL: Bluffton at Woodlan,
7:30 p.m.; Norwell at Leo, 7:30 p.m.; Heritage
at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (co-ed): Bluffton,
Norwell at Jay County Invitational, 10 a.m.

WRESTLING: Bluffton, Norwell at Bill Ker-
bel Invitational (New Haven), 9 a.m.

Dodgers trade Gavin Lux to Reds
after signing Hyeseong Kim

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Second base-
man Gavin Lux was traded from the Dodg-
ers to the Cincinnati Reds on Monday, three
days after Los Angeles agreed to a $12.5
million, three-year contract with infielder
Hyeseong Kim.

Los Angeles received minor league out-
fielder Mike Sirota, a grand-nephew of Hall
of Fame pitcher Whitey Ford, and a pick in
competitive balance round A of the amateur
draft in July, currently No. 37 overall.

Lux had a $1,225,000 salary last year.
He is eligible for arbitration this winter and
next, then can become a free agent after the
2026 World Series. The 27-year-old was
a member of the Dodgers’ World Series
championship teams in 2020 and ‘24.

“He’s a guy who has a chance to come in
and be in our lineup and lengthen that lineup
out,” Reds president of baseball operations
Nick Krall said. “Just us being able to add a
left-handed hitter that hits well against right-
handed pitching.”

Lux returned last year after missing the
2023 season with a torn right ACL sustained
during a spring training game against San
Diego that February. He was moved from
shortstop to second base in 2024 after defen-
sive struggles early in spring training.

Los Angeles plans to use Mookie Betts at
shortstop this season. Betts started 61 games
at shortstop last year but none after June 16,
when he broke his left hand on a pitch from
Kansas City’s Dan Altavilla. Betts returned

Aug. 12 and primarily played right field. He
finished with 12 starts at second base and 42
in right field.

Chris Taylor, Tommy Edman and Betts
also are second base options in addition to
Kim.

Lux made 117 starts at second last year
and batted .251 with 10 homers and 50
RBIs. He has a .252 career average with 28
homers and 155 RBIs in five seasons, all
with the Dodgers.

Krall said Lux could see time at second
base, third, shortstop, outfield and desig-
nated hitter. Second baseman Matt McLain
is expected back for Cincinnati after missing
last season following shoulder surgery.

Second baseman Jonathan India, who
made 132 starts for the Reds last year, was
traded to Kansas City on Nov. 22 with out-
fielder Joey Wiemer for right-hander Brady
Singer.

Sirota was a 16th-round pick of the
Dodgers in the 2021 amateur draft, but he
didn’t sign and played college ball at North-
eastern. He was drafted by the Reds on the
third round last summer with the 87th over-
all pick and signed for an $863,300 bonus.

To open a roster spot for Lux, right-hand-
er Roansy Contreras was designated for
assignment. Cincinnati claimed Contreras
off waivers from Texas on Dec. 19.

Earlier in the day, the Reds acquired
right-hander Owen White from the Texas
Rangers for cash.

Haliburton’s 23 help Pacers top Nets

NEW YORK (AP) — Tyrese Haliburton
scored 23 points, Bennedict Mathurin added
20 and the Indiana Pacers beat the Brooklyn
Nets 113-99 on Monday night.

Pascal Siakam contributed 19 points and
Obi Toppin scored 11 for the Pacers, who
have won three straight and nine of 12.

Day’Ron Sharpe had 16 points and 13
rebounds, Tyrese Martin added 15 points
and Noah Clowney scored 14 for the Nets,
who have lost 10 of 13.

Indiana led by 24 points in the third quar-
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Great coverage for retirees.

Get your FREE
Information Kit

It's easy! Call today

1-844-244-7025
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ter before the Nets went on a 12-0 run over
the last 4:30 of the period to trim the deficit
to 78-70.

Brooklyn fell behind by 14 early in the
fourth quarter and got within 10 before the
Pacers responded with a 14-2 spurt, capped
by a dunk and a 3-pointer from Toppin that
increased the lead to 105-83 with 4:33 left.

Indiana shot 53% from the field and hit
41% beyond the arc before halftime to take
a 55-39 lead at the break as the Nets had
their lowest-scoring first half of the season.
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FOOTBALL
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
y-Buffalo 13 4 0
e-Miami 890
e-N.Y.Jets 512 0
e-N. England413 0
South
WLT
y-Houston 10 7 0
e-Indianapolis8 9 0
e-Jacksonville413 0
e-Tennessee3 14 0
North
WL
y-Baltimore 12 5
x-Pittsburgh10 7
e-Cincinnati 9 8
e-Cleveland 3 14
West

.765 525 368
471 345 364
.294 338 404
.235 289 417

Pct PF PA
588 372372
AT1 377 427
235 320 435
176 311 460

Pct PF PA
706 518 361
588 380 347
529 472 434
176 258 435

W L

*-Kansas City152
x-Chargers 11 6
x-Denver 10 7 .588 425 311
e-Las Vegas4 13 .235 309 434

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

WLT
y-Philadelphia143 0
x-Washington125 0
e-Dallas 710 0
e-N.Y. Giants314 0
South

WL

y-Tampa Bay107
e-Aflanta 8 9
e-Carolina 512
e-N. Orleans5 12

Pct PF PA
882 385 326
647 402 301

ocococo-H ocoococo-

Pct PF PA
824 463303
706 485 391
412 350 468
176 273 415

Pct PF PA
588 502 385
471 389423
294 341534
294 338 398

Socococo-

=
o
=

W L
x-Detroit 15 2
x-Minnesota14 3
x-Green Bay11 6
e-Chicago 512

Pct PF PA
882 564 342
824 432332
647 460 338
294 310 370

~Toooco-

s

-3
(7]

—

Pct PF PA
588 367 386
588 375 368

y-L.A.Rams10 7 0

e-Seaftle 10 7 0

e-Arizona 8 9 0 .471 400379

e-S.Fran. 611 0 .353 389436

e-Eliminated from playoffs

x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

*-clinched home-field advantage
Saturday’s Games

Baltimore 35, Cleveland 10

Cincinnati 19, Pittsburgh 17
Sunday’s Games

Carolina 44, Atlanta 38, OT

Chicago 24, Green Bay 22

Houston 23, Tennessee 14

Indianapolis 26, Jacksonville 23, OT

New England 23, Buffalo 16

Philadelphia 20, N.Y. Giants 13

Tampa Bay 27, New Orleans 19

Washington 23, Dallas 19

Arizona 47, San Francisco 24

Denver 38, Kansas City 0

L.A. Chargers 34, Las Vegas 20

N.Y. Jets 32, Miami 20

Seattle 30, L.A. Rams 25

Detroit 31, Minnesota 9

SPORTS

News-Banner Scoreboard

SE Louisiana 79, Texas Rio Grande
Valley 75
Texas A&M-CC 97, New Orleans 83

Wild Card Schedule
Saturday’s Games

Orlando 103, New York 94
Memphis 119, Dallas 104
Chicago 114, San Antonio 110

point for overtime loss. Top three teams
in each division and two wild cards per
conference advance to playoffs.

Calgary at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

L.A. Chargers at Houston, 4:30

p.m.
Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 8 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Denver at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Philadelphia, 4:30

p.m.
Washington at Tampa Bay, 8 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Minnesota at L.A. Rams, 8 p.m.

College

College Glance

an.
College Football Playoff
Semifinals
Orange Bowl
Miami
Penn St.-Boise St. Winner vs. Notre
Dame-Georgia winner, 7:30 p.m.
(ESPN)
Jan. 10
College Football Playoff
Semifinals
Cotton Bowl
Dallas
Clemson-Texas-Arizona St. winner
vs. Ohio St.-Oregon winner, 7:30 p.m.
(ESPN)
Jan. 20
College Football Playoff
National Championship
Mercedes-Benz Stadium
Atlanta
Semifinal winners, 7:30 p.m.
(ESPN)

BASKETBALL
High School

Monday Boys’ Scores
POSTPONEMENTS AND CANCEL-
LATIONS
University vs. Covenant Christian
High School, ppd.

Monday Girls’ Scores

POSTPONEMENTS AND CANCEL-
LATIONS

E. Central vs. Indpls Chatard, ppd.

Evansville Mater Dei vs. Evansville
Christian, ppd.

Indpls Tech vs. Heritage Christian,
ppd.
Linton vs. Vincennes, ppd.

College

Men’s Scores

Monday, Jan. 6
Norfolk St. 73, Delaware St. 64
SC State 85, Coppin St. 77
Wisconsin 75, Rutgers 63
Alabama A&M 79, MVSU 67
Alabama St. 93, Ark.-Pine Bluff 91
McNeese St. 92, Northwestern St.

69

MIDWEST

South Florida 91, Wichita St. 72

SOUTHWEST

Houston Christian 83, Stephen F.
Austin 73

Lamar 72, Incarnate Word 58

Nicholls 83, East Texas A&M 61

Women’s Scores
Monday, Jan. 6
Norfolk St. 94, Delaware St. 55
Coppin St. 84, SC State 38

NBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

Pct GB
Boston 26 10 .722 —
New York 24 13 .649 2%
Philadelphia 14 20 .412 11
Brooklyn 13 23 .361 13
Toronto 8 28 .222 18
Southeast Division
Pct GB
Orlando 22 16 .579 —
Miami 17 16 515 2%
Atlanta 18 18 .500 3
Charlotte 7 27 .206 13
Washington 6 27 .182 13%
Central Division
L Pct GB
Cleveland 31 4 .886 —
Milwaukee 18 16 .529 12%
Indiana 19 18 .514 13
Detroit 18 18 .500 13%
Chicago 16 19 457 15

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division
W L Pct GB
Houston 23 12 .657 —
Memphis 23 13 .639 Ya
Dallas 20 15 .571 3
San Antonio 18 17 .514
New Orleans 7 29 .194
Northwest Division
W L Pct GB

5
16%

Oklahoma City30 5 .857 —
Denver 20 14 588 9%
Minnesota 17 17 .500 12%
Portland 12 23 .343 18
Utah 9 25 .265 20%
Pacific Division

Pct GB
L.A. Lakers 20 15 .571 —
L.A. Clippers 20 15 .571 —
Golden State18 17 .514 2
Sacramento 17 19 .472 3%

Phoenix 16 18 .471 3%
Sunday’s Games

Oklahoma City 105, Boston 92
Cleveland 115, Charlotte 105
New Orleans 110, Washington 98
Utah 105, Orlando 92

Houston 119, L.A. Lakers 115
Sacramento 129, Golden State

Monday’s Games
Detroit 118, Portland 115
Phoenix 109, Philadelphia 99
Milwaukee 128, Toronto 104
Indiana 113, Brooklyn 99

Agriculture

Avian influenza found at commercial
turkey farm located in Jay County

Minnesota 108, L.A. Clippers 106

Miami at Sacramento, late
Tuesday’s Games

Houston at Washington, 7 p.m.

Phoenix at Charlotte, 7 p.m.

L.A. Lakers at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.

Minnesota at New Orleans, 8

p.m.
Atlanta at Utah, 9 p.m.
Boston at Denver, 10 p.m.
Miami at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Chicago at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Cleveland, 7

p.m.
Washington at Philadelphia, 7

.m.
Detroit at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Toronto at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Portland at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Denver, 9 p.m.
San Antonio at Milwaukee, 9:30

p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Toronto 4126 13 2 54129 113
Florida 4024 14 2 50135124
Boston 422017 5 45111131
Tampa Bay3720 15 2 42137 105
Montreal 4019 18 3 41122136
Ottawa 381917 2 40112 111
Detroit 3917 18 4 38107 126
Buffalo 411521 5 35126 140

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Washington4026 10 4 56148 108
New Jersey4224 15 3 51134107
Carolina 4024 14 2 50135 114
Pittsburgh 4117 17 7 41125152
Columbus 4017 17 6 40137 145
Philadelphia4017 18 5 39123 144
N.Y. Rangers391820 1 37113123
N.Y. Islanders401518 7 37108 128

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Winnipeg 4127 12 2 56147 104
Minnesota 4025 11 4 54121107
Dallas 3824 13 149123 95
Colorado 4024 15 1 49137130
St. Louis 411918 4 42114123
Utah 391715 7 41113 118
Nashville 401320 7 33 98123
Chicago 401325 2 28102137

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vegas 3927 9 3 57139105
Los Angeles382310 5 51118 96
Edmonton 3924 12 3 51128 109
Vancouver 3918 12 9 45120 126
Calgary 3918 14 7 43105120
Anaheim 3917 18 4 38101 118
Seattle 4017 20 3 37116 127
San Jose 421323 6 32110 149
NOTE: Two points for a win, one

Sunday’s Games

N.Y. Rangers 6, Chicago 2 TRANSACTIONS
Carolina 4, Pittsburgh 3, OT

N.Y. Islanders 5, Boston 4, OT Monday’s Transactions
Toronto 3, Philadelphia 2, OT FOOTBALL

Anaheim 4, Tampa Bay 1
Monday’s Games
Buffalo 4, Washington 3, SO
Montreal 5, Vancouver 4, OT
Florida at Colorado, late
New Jersey at Seattle, late
Tuesday’s Games
Carolina at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Dallas at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at Boston, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Nashville at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
St. Louis at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Calgary at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Vegas at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Colorado at Chicago, 7:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Washington, 7:30 p.m.
Florida at Utah, 10 p.m.

National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Fired
defensive coordinator Lou Anarumo.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed
QB Jason Bean, RB Salvon Ahmed,
LBs Austin Ajiake and Liam Anderson,
S Marcel Dabo, CB Alex Johnson, TEs
Sean McKeon and Albert Okwuegbu-
nam Jr., DE Durrell Nchami, DT Phel-
darius Payne, Gs Atonio Mafi and Josh
Sills and WRs D.J. Montgomery and
Laquon Treadwell to reserve/futures
contracts. Fired defensive coordinator
Gus Bradley.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Fired
head coach Doug Pederson. Signed
TE Shawn Bowman, DBs Christian
Braswell and Zech McPhearson, WRs
Joshua Cephus and Austin Trammell,
T Dennis Daley and C Dieter Eiselen to
reserve/futures contracts.

DIRECTV

YOUR GO-TO, GAME TIME
DESTINATION FOR
PRO FOOTBALL
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Contact your local DIRECTVY dealer!
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CHRECTY SUTHDRIZED
DEMLER

By CJ.MILLER
Hoosier Ag Today

A commercial turkey farm north-
east of Muncie in Jay County, Indiana
has tested positive for Highly Patho-
genic Avian Influenza, according to the
Indiana State Board of Animal Health.
State officials say the farm has 20,560
birds and is under quarantine. The
name of the specific farm affected was
not identified.

It is the first time since January
2024 that a major commercial flock of
poultry in Indiana (Daviess County)
has had a positive test.

Federal officials with USDA add
that Avian influenza does not pres-
ent a food safety risk, and that cooked
poultry and eggs and pasteurized dairy
products remain safe to eat.

The state has set up a control area
within a 6.2 mile radius around the
farm, which contains portions of Jay
and Adams counties in Indiana. In

addition, the state has set up a sur-
veillance zone with a 12.4 mile radius
around the farm which also contains
portions of Jay and Adams counties.
Testing will be done at nearby flocks
to determine whether HPAI has spread.
USDA Wildlife Services and Indiana
Department of Natural Resources are
assisting with surveillance of wild
birds in and near the control areas.

Lactating dairy cattle must have a
negative test before interstate move-
ment under a federal order. USDA has
expanded surveillance through testing
milk at the farm or processor level to
establish the health status of herds, as
well as states.

HPALI has been identified on more
than 1,300 premises in all 50 states
since February 2022. Wild birds
infected with HPAI have been found
from coast to coast in various species,
including waterfowl (ducks, swans,
geese, gulls, etc.), raptors (hawks and

eagles), as well as other common spe-
cies (American robin, common raven,
wild turkey). Many other mammalian
species, including humans, dairy cat-
tle and wildlife, have also been diag-
nosed with the virus.

The current, ongoing HPAI event is
the United States’ largest animal health
emergency in history.

Since HPAI was first identified on
a commercial poultry farm in DuBois
County, Indiana in February 2022, it
has affected 243.841 commercial tur-
keys, 17,703 commercial ducks, and
527 non-commercial poultry.

Indiana ranks fourth in the nation
in turkey production according to the
USDA. The state also ranks first in the
U.S. for duck production, and third
for egg production. Indiana’s poultry
industry directly employs more than
12,700 Hoosiers and contributes more
than $18.3 billion in total economic
activity to the state.

Keystone Cooperate announces $68M in
patronage will be paid back to farmer-members

CCULEVEL
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YOUR LOCAL
FOUNDATION REPAIR
AND WATERPROOFING
EXPERT.

For a basement, craw! space, or
slab foundation, we guide you on
the right path to a healthy home.

Family owned and operated
since 1996, we treat your home

like our own. BEFORE AFTER

\\\ CALL FOR YOUR FREE HOME INSPECTION

OUR SERVICES 877-229-0197

« Cracked or Bowing Walls
« Settling Foundations

« Concrete Leveling

+ Crawl Space Repairs

+ Sump Pumps
+ Waterproofing
& Encapsulation

« Sagging Floors

ACT NOW!
up 10 $600 off*

Offers can’t be combined.
Minimum purchase required.
Please call for details.

unf ppm Angi Google

*10% off any job over $3,000. Up to @ maximum of $600.
Goupons must be presented at the time of inspection. This offer
may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer.
Valid through 12/31/2024.

By CJ.MILLER
Hoosier Ag Today

Indiana-based agricul-
ture and energy coopera-
tive Keystone Cooperative,
Inc., has announced it will
be paying $68 million in
patronage to eligible farmer-
members who conducted
business with the coopera-
tive in 2024.

Keystone members will
receive between 80-90 per-
cent of this patronage pay-
ment in cash, based on their
legacy membership. The
remaining percentage will
go towards their equity in
Keystone.

In addition to the cash
patronage payout, Keystone
will also be redeeming $3.8
million in equity to its farm-
er-members. This excep-
tional cash return of over
$60 million underscores the
cooperative’s strong finan-
cial performance and com-
mitment to delivering value
to its members.

Fifty-seven percent of
Keystone’s 2024 net income
will be distributed as patron-
age payments to members in
January 2025. The remain-
ing profits will be strategi-
cally reinvested into the
cooperative’s infrastructure,
ensuring Keystone is well-
positioned to serve today’s
members and future genera-
tions of farm families. A pro-
jected $100 million in capi-
tal investments will further
enhance the cooperative’s

ability to meet the evolving
needs of its membership.

The significant cash
return to members for 2024
highlights the value of the
Ceres Solutions and Co-
Alliance merger, completed
in March of 2024. This sig-
nificant patronage distribu-
tion would not have been
possible without the for-
mation of Keystone Coop-
erative, and the continuous
collaboration of employees
and assets working together
to serve farmer-members
every day.

Notably, 100% of profits
derived from membership
business are being returned
directly to members. Each
member’s patronage payout
is calculated based on the
volume of business con-
ducted with the cooperative
during the fiscal year, equat-
ing to approximately five
percent of members’ trans-
actions in 2024.

Keystone Cooperative
officially began operations
on March 1, 2024, as the
result of a merger between
two previous farmer-owned

Save on Windows & Doors!

Buy One, Get One

LAND|

40%,.

Tahe an Extra

$2000FF

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

cooperatives: Co-Alliance
and Ceres Solutions. From
the merger, Keystone Coop-
erative now serves the inter-
ests of 20,000 farmer-own-
ers across Indiana, Michi-
gan, [llinois, and Ohio.

For more information,
visit www.KeystoneCoop.
com.
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409 North Main Street Bluffton Indiana 46714
260-824-2220

Do you have a
service or product

for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 or 622-4108
and find out how affordable our
AG SERVICES DIRECTORY
can be!
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WE ACCEPT

MasterCard

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT The Wells County
Foundation, Inc. is currently
accepting applications for a
full-time Administrative Assis-
tant. In general, the employ-
ee will represent The Wells
County Foundation, Inc. by
exercising good judgment
and personal responsibility
with dignity and decorum be-
fitting the position both inside
and outside of the office, both
during and outside of working
hours. This position re-
quires an individual who is
energetic and a self-starter
with an interest in and knowl-
edge of the Wells County
community. Demonstrated
written and verbal communi-
cation skills are a must in ad-
dition to expertise in the
areas of business technology
to include experience with
Word, Excel, Quickbooks,
Filemaker, WIX and Microsoft
Publisher. Interested candi-
dates may submit a letter of
interest along with a resume
to: The Wells County Foun-
dation, Inc., 222 West Market
Street, Bluffton, IN 46714.
Attention: Tammy Slater
www.wellscountyfound.org

177

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S  CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

E&K PROPERTY PRESER
ATION

Junk Removal, Property Clean
Outs, Demolition. Free Esti-
mates. 260-827-7945 or
260-827-7945
ethansoutdoor@gmail.com

BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion
and Distribution. Call for Your
Free Author's Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/hoosier (l)

Public
Sale
Calendar

COURTHOUSE
SECURITY OFFICER

The Wells County Sheriff's Of-
fice is hiring part-time court se-
curity officers to maintain a
safe and secure environment
for staff, attorneys, defen-
dants, and the public. Respon-
sibilities  include screening
individuals, conducting securi-
ty checks, monitoring surveil-
lance, and responding to
emergencies. Applicants must
have a high school diploma,
strong communication skills,
and must pass all background
checks and firearm qualifica-
tions. Previous security or law
enforcement experience s
preferred. Pay is for position is
$20.60/hr. To see the full job
description as well as submit-
ting your preapplication, visit
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Applications are due by Jan-
uary 31, 2025.

Mark your
Calendar for
this event

HAVE AN UPCOMING event?
A 20 word, line classified ad
for six days is only $24.50.
Add a border for an additional
$1 or a graphic for an addition-
al $5. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner, 260-824-0224,
125 N. Johnson St., or submit
online at news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.
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BIDDING ENDS JANUARY
7 at 10 a.m. - (Online Only)
- Wayne Metals LLC Machin-
ing Division, owner. Offer-
ing over 200+ Lots. Roskel-
ley 1440 Lathe, 2007 Haas
SL-40T CNC Turning Lathe,
Hardinge CHNCI Precision
CNC Machine, Delta Floor
Drill Press, Omni Turn GT-75
CNC Lathe, Targa Surface
Grinder, Acer Milling Machine
W/ Phase-2 3 Jaw Chuck,
Abex Denison Stamp Machine,
OOYA RE-1225H Drilling &
Tapping Radial Arm Drill, Cin-
cinnati Milacron Hawk 150
A2100 CNC Lathe, Welders,
Tooling Cabinets, Large Selec-
tion of pallet racking, Power &
Hand Tools and much more.
9312 Avionics Drive, Fort
Wayne IN 46809. Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, kjauction.com.
JANUARY 17 - 10 a.m. -
Secured creditors & various
consignors, owners. 815
Adams St., Decatur. Online
only truck & equipment auc-
tion. Offering 500+ lots! 2012-
2014 Freightliner M2106 box
trucks, dump trucks, day cabs,
sleepers, utility trucks, bucket
trucks, utility & semi trailers,
SUV’s, pickup trucks, 250+
various skid steer attachments,
various truck parts, fencing,
work benches, tool boxes &
much more! Accepting con-
signments! Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.
FEBRUARY 13 - 4 p.m.-6
p.m. ET - Online - Joe Wil-
liam Daily Trust, farm. Prop-
erty Location: Eight miles east
of Hartford City, four miles
north of Dunkirk, approximate-
ly 528 S 800 E, Hartford City,
Jackson Township, Blackford
County. 77+/- total acres, high
quality tillable acres. Tract
breakdown: 66.9+/- tillable,
6+/- woods, 4.1+/- other. Soil
Types: Blount, Glynwood,
Pewamo. Topography: Level
to gently rolling. Zoning: A-1
Agricultural. Rick Johnloz,
260-827-8181, Jason Johnloz,
260-273-9177, Craig Springm-
ier, 937-533-7126, Halderman
Real Estate & Farm Manage-
ment, halderman.com, 800-
424-2324.

Lottery Numbers

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 04-13-26-36-
44

Cash4Life — 14-15-16-
22-59, Cash Ball: 02

Quick Draw Midday —
01-03-04-06-11-14-21-23-
29-32-34-39-44-53-59-65-
67-70-74-79, BE: 79

Daily Three-Midday —
07-07-09, SB: 01

Daily Three-Evening —
09-07-02, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday —
06-07-00-07, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening —
03-01-04-01, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening
— 02-08-15-18-20-23-24-
34-38-42-52-58-60-62-64-
66-68-75-76-77, BE: 76

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $36 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Tuesday): $62 million

POWERBALL

17-34-46-66-67 Power-

ball: 14; Power Play: 2X

January
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The Talk of the
The Town

Hear local thoughts and perspectives
from a variety of local voices.

_
Nefoz- Barer

Print, Online, Mobile & Social

125 N. Johnson Street | Bluffton

www.hews-banner.com
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will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

Je GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models - broken springs & cables

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

- Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

« Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

.Home Remodel and Repair
)]
N=Q
==\
[#REpair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete - Doors

Windows « Painting
Tile « Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

N Attorney
Ossian, IN 46777

Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

ELDER LAW

+ Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

= 824-1846
«Safety Lighting <Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Doreray O
(/e/:/(% Slact

ssociales

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

ASSISTING IN:

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

+ Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

.- “z OFFICE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K3 for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. *824-0455

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

R Warren Tﬁamcy@

(260)375-2135 <x

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

= Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
« Water Included

260824-5280

For those 62 + or

TDD: 7-1-1 disabled, regardiess
of age.
=248

5" & 6” Continuous Gutters
Leaf Protection Systems

| 260-888-5062 |

www.seamlessgutter.net

Sure-Flo e

Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

For as $ 87
little as ... PERISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN call

| 824-0224
THE NEWS-BANNER 8240224,

Feb. deadline is
@  Tues, Jan. 21!

All Classified Line Ads
automatically appear on the
News-Banner website at
NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE!

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days
just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited
to “For Sale” and “Automotive”
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words $39
Add'I Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!

Your“Guaranteed Sold" ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44
Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage
Sale Guide!

Geta FREE

GARAGE SALE KIT

when you place your Garage
Sale ad in The News-Banner for
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days

just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum). Limited to
one-item, private party only.

20 words 539
Add'I Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your“Guaranteed Sold" ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt'l Lines, 88 cents each

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s
Most Popular Daily Marketplace!

20 Words,
97

2-Month Special:
ATTENTION
GRABBERS!
Add a photo or artwork to any
ad! You can also add a headline
or other attention-getters for
less than you'd expect! Place
your ad ON-LINE and explore
the possibilities!
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Healing after betrayal

Dear Annie: I have a difficult and

BEETLE BAILEY

DIVERSIO

PDear

LOOK ATOTTO!
ISN'T HE CUTE?2

HES NOT
HIS USUAL

to this relation-

Annie

deeply personal situation, and I would
really appreciate your advice. My hus-
band of two years left me on April 14,
2023, saying he wanted to build a home
for us in California. The problem is, he
made this decision without my knowl-
edge or consent, and it feels like he
abandoned me.

Since then, I’ve done everything
I can to support him, including buy-
ing five plane tickets for him to either
return to Memphis, Tennessee, or come
to get me so we could be together. Each
time, he’s failed to follow through. I've
also sent him over $20,000 during the
past year and a half to help with his
supposed plans, hoping he was working
toward a better future for us.

But despite all of this, he has con-
sistently lied to me. The final straw
was Nov. 19, when he promised once
again to come home and didn’t. At that
moment, I decided I was done provid-
ing for him and trying to make this rela-
tionship work.

What hurts the most is that I’ve been
nothing but loyal to him throughout
all of this. Despite his betrayal, I have
stayed faithful to him, even when I’ve
felt deeply lonely and angry. Now I'm
living at his mother’s house because
I don’t have the financial resources
to secure a place of my own. I feel
ashamed of the situation and often lie
to my family when they ask about his
whereabouts because I'm too embar-
rassed to tell them the truth.

I feel lower than dirt right now. At
times, I find myself wanting revenge
for the way he’s treated me, but I
always calm myself down, realizing
that it wouldn’t fix anything or make
me feel better in the long run. Still, I
feel so lost and hurt.

How do I move forward from this?
How do I heal from the betrayal and
rebuild my life when I feel like I’ve hit
rock bottom? — Deeply Hurt

Dear Deeply Hurt: I'm so sorry for
the pain and betrayal you’ve experi-
enced. You've given so much of yourself

by Annie Lane

ship, and it’s heart-
breaking that
your loyalty and
support haven’t
been reciprocat-
ed. Please know
that his actions
are a reflection
of his choices, not
your worth. How
someone treats
you says more
about them than it
does about you.

Right now, the most important thing
is to focus on your own well-being. Let
go of any shame; what you’ve endured
is not your fault. Seek support from
trusted friends or family members to
unload some of the hurt you feel.

Living at his mother’s house should
be a temporary step, not your final
destination. Begin to think about ways
to regain your independence, whether
through work, education or seeking
local resources. It’s also worth reaching
out to a therapist or support group to
help process your feelings and rebuild
your confidence.

I admire your ability to let go of
thoughts of revenge; it shows great
strength. Instead, channel that energy
into healing and rebuilding your life.
The best type of revenge is living well.
You deserve love, and you've already
taken a big step by deciding to stop
supporting someone who doesn’t value
you. With time and small, consistent
steps, you'll find your way forward.

Annie Lane’s second anthology
— “How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” featuring favorite columns
on marriage, infidelity, communica-
tion and reconciliation — is available
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more
information. Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2025 CREATORS.COM

Question: I believe a

God’s grace is

sufficient for every test

are forgiven by our
Father in Heaven who
has the authority to
forgive and strengthen

discouraged. Hebrews
12:11 tells us that no dis-
cipline seems pleasant
at the time; it is painful.

BLONDIE

FOR MY

ITISN'T 6GOOD

IMAGE,

BUT AGUY’S
GOTTA KEEP

©2025 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate

HAPPY NATIONAL WOBBLEHEAD
DAY, BUMSTEAD!
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DON'T YOU MEAN NATIONAL
‘BOBBLEHEAD" DAY, 8OSS?

WOBBLEHEAD, BOBBLEHEAD,
| TOMATO, TOMAHTO

ZITS
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false teaching is circulat-
ing among evangelical
churches that we are to
forgive God. Isn't it the
other way around — that
we should pray for God to
forgive us as He has for-
given our sin? If we say
we should forgive God,

us to forgive others.
Resentment builds
up within us when we
resist God’s will for our
lives. Christians who
are strong in faith grow
as they accept whatever
God allows to enter our
lives. We are to bow to
His good and perfect will

But later on, it produces a
harvest of peace for those
who have been trained by
it.

True Christian vic-
tory does not lie along
the path of mere resigna-

©2025 Bl Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd,
wwiw.familycircus.com

“I win. Jeffy almost made one basket,

but | almost made two.”

tion. Instead, the growing
Christian sees that though
God may wound us (or

IF WE'RE GOING \/ WE'RE GOING TO HOW ABOUT IF
TO SOLVE THE BUS NEED TO THINK LoU $TART
DRIVER SHORTAGE... A OUTSIDE THE BOX. DRIVING A BUS

2

©2025 Mediagraphics, Inc. Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication
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CROSSWORD By Euge

"WHAT DO YOU MEAN YOU CAN'T EAT ANOTHER

BITE? YOU JUST SAT DOWN'
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Fst 48641501219 Cintas Center in Cincinnati. (L) (N) From Carnesecca Arena in Queens, N.Y. (L) (N) ExtraMile Arena in Boise, Idaho. (L) (N) ketball
WGN 53 307|Vargas Report (L) (N)  |The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) [Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128(260|9-1-1 "Buck, Actually” [9-1-1 "Hen Begins" 9-1-1 "Merry Ex-Mas"  |9-1-1 "New Beginnings" |9-1-1 "Chimney Begins" |9-1-1 "Fight or Flight" [9-1-1 "Broken" 9-1-1 "Ocean's 9-1-1"
FOOD 59 [153/110(231|Chopped Wildcard Kitchen Wildcard Kitchen Chopped Kitchen (N) \Paid Prog. (Chopped Chopped Paid Prog. |Paid Prog.
BRAVO 60 [140(129(237|Real H Real H i Real Housewives Real (N) [k ives/NYC (N) Real i H INYC Southern
NICK 68 170]299]SpongeBob |Fairly 0dd [SpongeBob]|SpongeBob|Loud House [Loud House[SpongeBob[SpongeBob Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends
DISN 69 | 30 [172290(Bluey [Bluey Bluey Big City  [Big City [Big City  [Place ZOMBIES [ZOMBIES _[Kiff [Kiff Hamster & [Raven Raven Bluey Bluey
(4:30) % Luca ("19) Ahaana Krishna, ~ [¥%%% Inside Out (2015, Animated) Voices of %% %% Cinderella (2015, Children) Lily James, Richard The 700 Club Boy Meets |Boy Meets
FREEFORM | 70| 32 180|311 Srikant Murali, Tovino Thomas. Phyllis Smith, Richard Kind, Amy Poehler. Madden, Cate Blanchett. World World
301 300501 (4:40) ¥ % X-Men Origins: ®%* X-Men: Apocalypse (2016, Action) Michael Fassbender, |{Hard Knocks (N) Hard Knocks %%k % St. Vincent ('14) Melissa (:45) Hard
HBO Wolverine ('09) Hugh Jackman. Jennifer Lawrence, James McAvoy. McCarthy, Bill Murray. (P) Knocks
MAX 325 3100515 (4:30) ¥k %* Another [(.05) ¥ % Beowulf (2007, Animated) Voices of Fxxk Parasite (2019, Thriller) Lee Sun-gyun, Jo [(:15) % The Outlaws ('19) Benjamin  |(:45) ¥%% The Last House on the
Earth ('11) Brit Marling. |Anthony Hopkins, Angelina Jolie, Ray Winstone.  |Yeo-jeong, Song Kang-ho. Helstad, Lia Boysen, Filip Berg. Left ('09) Tony Goldwyn.
351/851(318 (4:00) ¥ |(:45) ¥*%* The Pledge (2001, Mystery) Robin Wright, Aaron  |Dexter: Original Sin "F [The Agency "Hard % Black Box Diaries ('24) (P) (:45) % The Intervention ("98) Alison
PARSHO 518511318545/ ghatt Eckhart, Jack Nicholson. is for Fuck-Up" Landing" Eastwood, Chad Lowe, Jamie Harris.
7 (:05) % The Bigfoot Trap ('23) Chelsey|% Mercy (2023, Action) Jonathan %% Chef (2014, Comedy Drama) Sofia Vergara, |¥*%* Match ('14) Carla Gugino, (:35) % The Starling Girl ('23) Lewis
e 375(859|327|553 ) ler, Barron Boedecker. Rhys Meyers, Jon Voight, Leah Gibson. |John Leguizamo, Jon Favreau. Matthew Lillard, Patrick Stewart. Pullman, Eliza Scanlen.
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