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Donaghy retires from 28 years on Norwell board

By HOLLY GASKILL
Gene Donaghy’s tenure on the Nor-

well Community Schools
board has followed 14
classes from their first to
last days of school.

First elected on Nov. 5,
1996, Donaghy has served
the district as a board
member for seven uninter-
rupted terms, 28 years in
total. This time has includ-
ed two new buildings, four
superintendents, multiple
construction projects and
thousands of Norwell grad-
uates.

After this month, he’ll
pass the torch onto incom-
ing board member Todd
Nash — but his support of
Norwell will remain a life-
long passion.

Donaghy graduated with the Nor-
well High School Class of 1973 — the

Gene Donaghy’s year-
book photo from his
senior year at Norwell
High School.

second class to have made it through
four years at the then-new school, he
said. His mom, Helen, was
the first-ever librarian at
NHS. He was an incred-
ibly involved student, play-
ing multiple sports, per-
forming in the band, and
being active in the National
Honor Society.

Donaghy married his
high school sweetheart,
Helen Houtz, in 1975. The
two began dating on Nor-
well’s set of “Fiddler on
the Roof,” where Donaghy
was a stage manager and
Helen played a ghost.

Their four daughters
— Sarah, Renee, Trisha
and Allee — are also NHS
graduates. Donaghy had
intended to run for the school board for
some time and followed predecessor
Mike Todd in time to hand his eldest

daughter, Sarah, her diploma at com-
mencement in 1997. “Hers, as well as
the other three — that was always kind
of special,” Donaghy said.

Donaghy said most moments as
a school board member are far less
glamorous, however. While he’s had
over 600 board meetings during his
tenure, Donaghy recalled just a few as
the “biggest” — most deal with small
discussions of personnel, policy and
purchases.

“But you have to be there for all
of it,” Donaghy assured. “You know,
if you’ve only got one thing on your
mind that you’re going to do, that
doesn’t do anything for anybody
except just raise havoc. You need to be
on there for everything ... we’re work-
ing together.”

Amidst “everything,” Donaghy
said his heart has ultimately been to
help students find their passion. He
was once uncertain about his own path

(Continued on Page 2)

Total loss

A home in the 800 block
of South Johnson Street
was destroyed by a fire
late Thursday night.

Fire departments were
dispatched to site at
approximately 10:39 p.m.
and the fire was under
control at 12:31 a.m.
(Photos by Holly Gaskill)

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Two India-
napolis police officers were acquitted of
manslaughter and other charges Friday in
the death of a man after officers shocked
him with a Taser and restrained him face
down while handcuffing him.

Jurors began deliberating Friday morn-
ing and took less than three hours to come
up with a verdict following five days of
testimony in the trial over the 2022 death
of Herman Whitfield III, local news outlets

reported.
Officers Adam Ahmad and Steven San-
chez were tried together. The jury acquitted

Gene Donaghy listens to a proposal to purchase a new soft-
ware for Norwell Community Schools’ transportation depart-
ment at the board’s Nov. 26 meeting. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Indianapolis police officers
acquitted in the 2022 death
of a man at his parents’ home

them on all charges: one felony count each
of involuntary manslaughter, reckless homi-
cide, battery resulting in serious bodily inju-
ry and battery resulting in moderate injury,
and one misdemeanor battery charge.

Marion County Prosecutor Ryan Mears
said in a statement after the verdicts were
handed down that he was “heartbroken” for
Whitfield’s family.

John Kautzman, one of the officers’ attor-
neys, told The Associated Press that the
defense team was “very, very pleased with
the outcome of the case” and police officers

(Continued on Page 2)

U.S. added 227,000 jobs in
November in a bounce-back
from October slowdown

By PAUL WISEMAN and
ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON (AP)
— Anmerica’s job market
rebounded in November,
adding 227,000 workers in
a solid recovery from the
previous month, when the
effects of strikes and hur-
ricanes had sharply dimin-
ished employers’ payrolls.

Last month’s hiring
growth was up consider-
ably from a meager gain of
36,000 jobs in October. The
government also revised up
its estimate of job growth in
September and October by a
combined 56,000.

Friday’s report from the
Labor Department report
showed that the unemploy-

ment rate ticked up from
4.1% in October to a still-
low 4.2%. Hourly wages
rose 0.4% from October to
November and 4% from a
year earlier — both solid
figures and slightly higher
than forecasters had expect-
ed.

The November employ-
ment report provided the
latest evidence that the U.S.
job market remains durable
even though it has lost sig-
nificant momentum from
the 2021-2023 hiring boom,
when the economy was
rebounding from the pan-
demic recession. The job
market’s gradual slowdown
is, in part, a result of the
high interest rates the Fed-
eral Reserve engineered in

its drive to tame inflation.
The Fed jacked up inter-
est rates 11 times in 2022
and 2023. Defying predic-
tions, the economy kept
growing despite much high-
er borrowing rates for con-
sumers and businesses. But
since early this year, the job
market has been slowing.
Thomas Simons, U.S.
economist at Jefferies, wrote
in a commentary that the
recovery from October’s
strikes and hurricanes likely
boosted last month’s pay-
rolls by 60,000, suggesting
that the job market is strong
enough to absorb most job-
seekers but not enough to
raise worries about inflation.

The healthy gain of
(Continued on Page 2)

Scenes from ‘The Nutcracker’

The Creative Arts Dance Company pre-
sented excerpts from “The Nutcracker”
Friday evening, featuring the classic Sugar
Plum Fairy presented by Isabela Curless
(at left). Above is the Party Guests scene,
featuring Lexie Anderson, Jonah Bultemei-
er, Avery King, Clara Kipfer, Eliza Kunkel,
Hannah Lewis, Junia Kay Schnaars, Jor-
dyn Towne and Halleigh Valenti. (Photos
by Holly Gaskill)

The group will give another performance
at 3 p.m. Dec. 7 at the Creative Arts Audi-
torium, 428 S Oak St. in Bluffton. Admis-
sion in $5.
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Donaghy retires

(Continued from Page 1)

in life, attending Purdue
University for engineering
because someone told him
to.

He landed at American
Electric Power after gradu-
ating and eventually identi-
fied his passion where it had
always really been — with
people. Donaghy transi-
tioned into customer service
at AEP and continued in the
field for 37 years.

“I still thank God he has
plans for you,” Donaghy
says. “I didn’t realize he had
a plan for me to be in cus-
tomer service. But I loved
working with people. I was
five-years-old when my
cousin got me to work (my
first job) at the orchard —
I loved selling apples and
talking to people, and then
it (working with people) was
just something I really liked
to do.”

Donaghy has been a
champion of Norwell,
attending numerous student
events and always slotting
time to recognize student
accomplishments dur-
ing board meetings. He’s
devoted decades toward
the betterment of his alma
mater.

But there’s a season for
everything.

“I know the grandpar-
ents, but I don’t know a lot
of the parents,” Donaghy

Indianapolis police officers

(Continued from Page 1)
shouldn’t go to prison for
doing their jobs.

“We felt that they acted
appropriately under very
difficult circumstances
and we’re really happy
they were exonerated,”
Kautzman said.

The Whitfield family’s
attorney, Richard Waples,
didn’t immediately respond
to a voicemail seeking com-
ment.

Ahmad, 32, and Sanchez,
35, were indicted by a grand
jury in April 2023 after
Whitfield’s family spent
nearly a year demanding
that authorities release full
body camera videos of his
encounter with police and
called for the firing of up to
six officers.

The videos, which were
released in January 2023,
document Whitfield’s cha-
otic final moments.

Both officers have
remained on administra-
tive duty with the India-
napolis Metropolitan Police
Department during the case.
Chief Chris Bailey posted
on X that both officers will
resume their normal duties
after completing refresher
training.

Bailey also extended his
sympathies to Whitfield’s
family and commended,
Ahmad, Sanchez and other
officers and detectives who
testified during the trial for
their “professionalism and
resilience.”

U.S. added jobs

(Continued from Page 1)
227,000 payroll jobs in
November was derived from
from a Labor Department
survey of employers. A sepa-
rate survey of households,
which determines the unem-
ployment rate, looked weak-
er: The ranks of the unem-
ployed rose by 161,000. And
the number of Americans
who said they either had a job
or were looking for one fell
for a second straight month.

Economists also noted
that the November job gains
were narrow: Just three
categories of employers —
healthcare and social assis-
tance; leisure and hospitality;
and government — account-
ed for 70% of the added jobs.
And the 22,000 jobs that fac-
tories gained in November
were boosted by the end of
strikes at Boeing and else-
where that restored many
workers to their employers’
payrolls. Retailers, by con-
trast, shed 28,000 jobs.

“I don’t think we should
be misled by the solid num-
ber of 227,000, said Julia
Pollak, chief economist at
the employment firm ZipRe-
cruiter.

Pollak noted that averag-
ing the October and Novem-
ber job gains amounts to a
modest 132,000 per month.

“This report offers very

Outgoing board members Gene Donaghy (
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left) and Angie Topp (right) tour the Norwell Middle

School construction site last April. Donaghy is retiring after 28 years of service and Topp after 12
years. Both will be honored with a reception following Tuesday’s board meeting. (News-Banner

file photo)

explained. “We had kids at
Norwell forever it seemed
like, and we knew all the
parents, and we’d talk to
them.” As that’s changed,
Donaghy feels it’s time for
someone with closer con-
nections to the school to
lead.

Even so, there’s virtually
never a point where Norwell
schools haven’t been a part
of Donaghy’s life — and
he’s not abandoning ship

Whitfield’s parents, Her-
man Whitfield Jr. and Glad-
ys Whitfield, called 911 on
April 25,2022, and reported
that their 39-year-old son,
a gifted pianist, was in the
throes of a mental health cri-
sis at the family’s Indianapo-
lis home.

Whitfield was pro-
nounced dead at a hospital
after Sanchez shocked him
with a Taser and he and
Ahmad held Whitfield face
down on the floor of his par-
ents’ dining room as he was
being handcuffed.

The Marion County Cor-
oner’s Office ruled Whit-
field’s death a homicide,
caused by heart failure as
he was being restrained and
shocked.

According to the report,
Whitfield weighed 389
pounds. The coroner’s office
listed “morbid obesity” and
“hypertensive cardiovascu-
lar disease” as contributing
factors in his death.

Daniel Cicchini, the chief
trial deputy for the Marion
County Prosecutor’s Office,
said in his opening statement
on Dec. 2 that the two offi-
cers acted “recklessly” by
restraining Whitfield face
down longer than necessary.

“Essentially, his heart and
lungs could no longer func-
tion properly,” Cicchini told
the jury. “When they kept
him in that position, they did
so recklessly.”

He said the officers’
actions left Whitfield

any time soon.

Donaghy now has
grandchildren at Norwell,
as well as adult children
working in the district.
Sarah, now Sarah Uchrins-
ko, is a kindergarten teach-
er at Lancaster Elementary
School. Allee’s husband,
Andrew Enderle, is the
Norwell Middle School
principal.

“I’'m busy enough any-
way,” Donaghy joked. “But

I'll still go to the volleyball
games, basketball games,
football games and stuff like
that.”

This Tuesday will be
Donaghy’s last meeting as
a board member. He and
Angie Topp, who is retir-
ing from the board after 12
years, will be honored in a
reception following the 5:30
p.m. meeting at Norwell
High School.

holly@news-banner.com

“unable to breathe.”

“In April 2022, Herman
Jr. and Gladys Whitfield
reached out for help, hoping
that the police would pro-
tect their son in a moment of
desperate need and the result
of what ensued was a trag-
edy,” Mears, the prosecutor,
said in his statement Friday.

Ahmad and Sanchez’s
attorneys argued that the
officers did nothing illegal.

One of their attorneys,
Mason Riley, said during
his opening statement that
Whitfield suffered from
an enlarged heart. He said
Whitfield, who weighed
389 pounds according to his
autopsy, died “before the
handcuffing concluded.”

“Neither of them have
committed a single criminal
act,” Riley said of the co-
defendants.

He also said neither offi-
cer, nor other officers who
responded to the family’s
home, heard Whitfield say
that he couldn’t breathe.

The officers’ attorneys
had sought to have the
charges dismissed against
both men, arguing in part
that the grand jury proceed-
ings were “defective” and
that “the facts stated do not
constitute an offense.”

The court dismissed a
second count of involuntary
manslaughter that Sanchez
had faced, but it allowed the
remaining charges against
the officers to proceed to
trial.

little evidence of a labor
market rebound,” she said.

Still, Americans as a
whole have been enjoy-
ing unusual job security.
This week, the government
reported that layoffs fell to
just 1.6 million in October,
below the lowest levels in
the two decades that pre-
ceded the pandemic. At the
same time, the number of
job openings rebounded
from a 3 1/2 year low, a sign
that businesses are still seek-
ing workers even though
hiring has cooled.

The overall economy
has remained resilient. The
much higher borrowing
costs for consumers and
businesses that resulted from
the Fed’s rate hikes had been
expected to tip the economy
into a recession. Instead,
the economy kept growing
as households continued to
spend and employers contin-
ued to hire.

The economy grew at
a 2.8% annual pace from
July through September on
healthy spending by con-
sumers. Annual economic
growth has topped a decent
2% in eight of the past nine
quarters. And inflation has
dropped from a 9.1% peak
in June 2022 to 2.6% last
month. Even so, Americans
were deeply frustrated by

still-high prices under the
Biden-Harris administration,
and partly for that reason
chose last month to return
Donald Trump to the White
House.

While comparatively few
Americans are losing jobs,
those who do are finding it
harder to land a new one:
The average unemployed
American last month had
been out of work for 23.7
weeks, the longest such
stretch in 2 1/2 years.

The progress against
inflation and the slowdown
in hiring, which eases pres-
sure on companies to raise
wages and prices, led the
Fed to cut its key rate in
September and again last
month. Another rate cut is
expected to be announced
when the Fed meets Dec.
17-18.

Pollak of ZipRecruiter
said she sees some reason
for optimism about the job
market. Wage gains have
been exceeding inflation
for two years, for example,
thereby strengthening Amer-
icans’ buying power. And
lower borrowing rates are
likely to encourage spending
and hiring in the future.

“There are all kinds of
mounting tailwinds that
should propel this labor mar-
ket forward,” she said.

A lawsuit filed by Whit-
field’s family against the city
of Indianapolis and six police
officers, including Ahmad,
Sanchez and Clark, states
that Whitfield “died because
of the force used against
him” and calls the force used
against him “unreasonable
and excessive.”

“Mr. Whitfield needed
professional mental health
care, not the use of excessive
force,” the lawsuit contends.

The family is seeking
unspecified damages. That
civil case is set for trial in
July 2025 in federal court in
Indianapolis.

LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Saturday, December 7, 2024
(24-hour observations at 9:55 p.m. Friday)
High: 31; Low: 15; Precipitation: Trace of snow
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.09
feet at 8:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast

Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 42. Southwest
wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 34. Southwest
wind 15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 50. Southwest
wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Sunday Night: Showers, mainly after 1 a.m. Low
around 39. South wind around 10 mph, with gusts as high as
20 mph. Chance of precipitation is 80%. New precipitation
amounts between a tenth and quarter of an inch possible.

Monday: A 50% chance of showers before 1 p.m. Most-
ly cloudy, with a high near 52.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 35.

Tuesday: A slight chance of rain before 1 p.m., then a
slight chance of showers after 1 p.m. Partly sunny, with a
high near 44. Chance of precipitation is 20%.

Hamas official says
ceasefire talks have
resumed after hiatus

ISTANBUL (AP) — A Hamas official said Thursday that
international mediators have resumed negotiating with the mil-
itant group and Israel over a ceasefire in Gaza, and that he was
hopeful a deal to end the 14-month war was within reach.

Ceasefire negotiations were halted last month when
Qatar suspended talks with mediators from Egypt and the
United States because of frustration over a lack of progress
between Israel and Hamas. But there has been a “reactiva-
tion” of efforts in recent days to end the fighting, release
hostages from Gaza and free Palestinian prisoners in Israel,
according to Bassem Naim, an official in Hamas’ political
bureau who spoke with The Associated Press in Turkey.

Another official familiar with the talks confirmed the
return of Qatari mediators. The official spoke on condition
of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss
the negotiations with the media.

Since the talks broke down, there have been significant
shifts in the global and regional landscape. Donald Trump
won the U.S. presidential election, and a ceasefire was
declared last week between Israel and Hamas ally Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon.

Previous rounds of negotiations focused on variations
of a proposal calling for a multiphased ceasefire — begin-
ning with a preliminary six-week halt in fighting during
which female, elderly and sick hostages would be freed in
exchange for Palestinian prisoners.

During that time, Israel would pull back some forces, and
displaced Palestinians would be allowed to return home. The
sides would also begin talks on the next phase that would
include the full withdrawal of Israeli forces, the release of
remaining hostages and the terms of a permanent end to the
war. A third, final phase would focus on reconstruction.

Choose
Stillwater

HOSPICE

Stillwater Hospice is a nonprofit,
local organization dedicated to
serving you and your family through
hospice and grief support services.
Learning more about how you or your

family could benefit from our compassionate
services is just a phone call away.

stillwater-hospice.org  (800) 288-4111

SERVING PATIENTS IN 12 NORTHEAST INDIANA COUNTIES.
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Howard Denial Perry, 84

Howard Denial Perry, 84,
passed away Tuesday evening,
Dec. 3, 2024, at his residence
following an extended illness.

Howard was born in Bluff-
ton on Feb. 19, 1940, to Ken-
neth W. and Mary Jane (Grogg)
Perry, both parents preceded
him in death. He married Bev A.
(Bunyard) in Bluffton on Dec. 9,
1962, she survives in Bluffton.

He was a Bluffton High
School Class of 1958 gradu-
ate, following graduation, he served in
the United States Air Force for four years.
Howard retired from the City of Bluffton
Police Dept. in 1989, serving as a patrol-
man and dispatcher for 26 2 years. Fol-
lowing retirement, he moved to North
Webster, Indiana and worked part-time
for the local grocery as a carry-out, where
the locals knew Howard as the Birthday
singer to local customers. He enjoyed
singing, fishing and hunting, fixing up
bicycles, lawn mowers and treasure hunt-
ing the streets of Bluffton. Howard never
met a stranger and was always ready to
lend a helping hand. Howard served as
secretary for the Bluffton Men’s Monday
Nite bowling league for several years.

In addition to his wife, Howard is sur-
vived by two daughters, Beth (Kenny) Gar-
rison of Bluffton and Holly McAfee of Toc-

Ellen Marie Fencl, 70

Ellen Marie Fencl, 70, of Ossian, passed
away on Friday afternoon, Dec. 6, 2024,
at her residence.

Sue A. Manning, 78

Sue A. Manning, 78, of Fort Wayne,
passed away Friday morning, Dec. 6, 2024,
at Ashton Creek Health Care in Fort Wayne.

sin, Indiana; five grandchildren,
Kara L. Rockwell, Leah (Trent)
Miller, Josh (Ashley) McAfee,
Caleb (Becca) McAfee and Amy
(Chris) Barbknecht; five great-
grandchildren, JJ McAfee, Iva
McAfee, Eli Miller, Adelaide
Miller and Raema Miller; a
brother, Kenneth Perry of Key-
stone; and a sister, Roxanna
Thompson of Poneto; and a
half sister, Jessica (Lowell) Lynn
of Coatesville, Indiana.

Howard was preceded in death by his
parents; a son-in-law, Jann McAfee; three
brothers, Max, Harold and Steve Perry;
and a sister, Mary Lucille Angelo.

Visitation will be held on Sunday, Dec.
8, 2024, from 1:00 until 6:00 p.m. at
Goodwin - Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel in Bluffton. A funeral service will be
held on Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, at 10:30
a.m. at the funeral home with visita-
tion one hour prior to the service. Pastor
Steve Austin will officiate. Burial will fol-
low at Six Mile Cemetery in Bluffton, with
military honor’s performed by the United
States Air Force and the American Legion
Post 111 Honor Guard.

Memorials can be made to Wells Coun-
ty Food Bank or Helping Hands.

Online condolences can be made to
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.

Funeral arrangements are pending at
this time with the Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Funeral arrangements are pending at
this time with the Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Indiana Democratic Party creates
code of conduct, ethics committee
to combat sexual harassment

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The Indiana Democratic Party’s cen-
tral committee adopted a code of conduct
and agreed to form an ethics committee
on Thursday evening — just two weeks
after one of the state’s top Democrats was
accused of sexual harassment.

“We believe that all workplaces in our state
should be free of any forms of harassment and
discrimination,” Chair Mike Schmuhl said, in
anews release. Those putting forth allegations
of wrongdoing “should have their complaint
reviewed in a fair and impartial manner and
should be protected from retaliation in their
workplace,” per Schmuhl.

The code applies to all party affiliates:
elected officials, candidates, volunteers,
official party members, party staff, party
interns and party event attendees. It’s meant
to encourage a culture of engagement, civic
action, respect, inclusion, and safety among
all Hoosiers involved in Democratic poli-
tics, according to the release.

It covers incidents of bias, discrimina-
tion and harassment, with specific sections
on sexual harassment prevention, protec-
tion from retaliation and disciplinary action
for violators. That could include a written
warning, censure, suspension or a ban, the
release detailed.

Spokesman Sam Barloga said the party
was working to adjust its rules and would
soon put the updated documents online.

The central committee also formed an
ethics committee Thursday, which will
lead reviews of any code of conduct viola-
tions. The release said the panel’s compo-
sition stats with the appointment of a chair
and development of a process to accept and
review complaints. The group will report its
recommendations to the central committee

for deliberation and final action.

“Our values as the Democratic Party are
vital, and these actions are important steps
our party has taken to strengthen the report-
ing process for all party members and affili-
ates,” Schmuhl said.

He said the party would “provide addi-
tional leadership and resources” to future
campaigns across the state so campaign
leaders “understand their role and responsi-
bility to their staff as an employer.”

And he acknowledged listening to party
members’ suggestions and criticisms over
the last few weeks.

Forty Democrat women sent Schmuhl
a scathing letter last month, accusing party
leadership of “consistently sweep(ing) these
issues under the rug and allow(ing) perpe-
trators to remain in power” — endangering
women.

The Indianapolis Star last month reported
three woman have accused Minority Lead-
er Sen. Greg Taylor of sexual harassment,
including unwanted physical contact and
romantic pursuit of an intern. In the article,
Taylor didn’t deny the harassment. Instead,
he apologized for past behavior that “may
have blurred the lines.”

The same day the accusations went pub-
lic, Taylor’s caucus reelected him as their
Senate leader. He hasn’t taken questions
from reporters since, instead denouncing
racism and detailing long-shot priorities
in prepared remarks during the ceremonial
start to the legislative session.

“Taking action on this issue is a priority
for me, our party, our team, and our State
Central Committee,” Schmuhl said. “A
party is bigger than one person and I believe
that our collective action today is a step in
the right direction so our party is stronger
for the future.”

Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths.

“Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of death,
basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and services and the name of

the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not meet the

definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publication.
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Destination Recreation

Next week, Mrs. Claus will be visiting
the Bluffton City Gym for Tot Time. Join
us on Thursday, Dec. 12, from 11 a.m. to
noon for a fun-filled morning with a boun-
cy house, Christmas stories, and craft activ-
ities. Later that evening, Santa and Mrs.
Claus will be at Winter Wonderland from
5:30 to 7 p.m. to meet with the children.
Enjoy games, more bouncing fun, and the
chance to share your holiday wishes with
Santa!

Get ready for a paws-itively festive
event for your pup. You and your furry
friends are invited to our annual free Paws
& Claus celebration on Wednesday, Dec.
11, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at the Bluffton
City Gym. Bring your camera and capture
the perfect holiday moment as your pet
meets Santa Claus. All pets will receive
free treats, so bring your clean, leashed
companion to join in the fun.

New Festive Flow Yoga: A Night
of Relaxation & Holiday Cheer. Join us
Thursday, Dec. 19, at Washington Park for
amagical 1-hour yoga flow under sparkling
Christmas lights that will leave you feeling
merry and bright. After class, savor holi-
day treats and craft your holiday-inspired
essential oil rollerball to take home. Bonus:
Wear your “festive” yoga gear, and you’ll
receive a special holiday gift.

Spaces are limited, so gather your
friends and treat yourself to an evening
of movement, mindfulness and holiday
magic. Register online at: https://raceroster.
com/events/2024/97695/festive-flow

The last free Theater Thursday of the
year will be at the Wells County Public
Library on Thursday, Dec. 19. At 10 am.,
the film Prancer: A Christmas Tale, Rated
PG, will be shown.

Sign up now for January’s Hooked on

Crochet classes. Join instructor Kathy
Qahrett for three one-hour group lessons

Bluffton P arks
News Notes

Rec

at the City Hall building,
1st-floor board room (128
E. Market St.), from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays, Jan. 9, 16 and
23.The cost is $20 for all three sessions,
payable on the first day. Space is limited,
so pre-register by calling the park office at
824-6069. Classes are open to both begin-
ners and experienced crocheters.

The Giant Stocking Coloring Con-
test ends Friday, Dec. 13. Be sure to have
the kids turn in their coloring page to the
park office on the 2nd floor of City Hall
by 4 p.m. for a chance to win a 4’ stock-
ing full of prizes.

Join us in decorating the Community
Positivi-Tree. Bring an ornament with a
positive message and hang it on the tree
at Pickett’s Run Park, located along the
Story Walk trail on East Washington St.
Whether you’re celebrating the arrival of
a new baby, a recent engagement, special
moments with loved ones, or have an
uplifting message to share, write it on a
plastic ornament from home and add it to
the tree. Your words will spread joy and
positivity to all who stop by to read them.

City gym keys for next year are now on
sale in the Parks Department’s office on
the 2nd floor of City Hall. The gym locks
will be changed on Thursday, Jan. 2, by 10
a.m., so make sure you purchase one ahead
of time. A single membership for 2025 is
only $95, and a family membership is $125
for the entire year. Membership includes
the basketball court, racquetball court,
weight room, and restrooms.

Dog Park Keys are also on sale for the
2025 season in the Parks Department’s
office on the 2nd floor of City Hall.
The $25 fee covers all the dogs in your
household for the 2025 year starting Jan.
2. Forms can be printed from the city’s
website at https://tinyurl.com/yekxv4{9.

/

By Brandy
Fiechter

Have a wonderful week!

Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

Thursday, 8:49 a.m., S.R.

Yoder. Basement fire. Mar-

City:

Thursday, 8:22 p.m., 903
S Main St. Verbal alterca-
tion. Business owner termi-
nated employee for stealing,
and employee advised he
would leave when paid.

Friday, 12:28 p.m., 651
Beth Ave. One detained.

Friday, 8:28 a.m., Main
Street and S.R. 124. Traffic
stop. One detained. Vehicle
towed.

Friday, 10:02 a.m., Bluff-
ton Police Department. Sex
offense.

Friday, 10:15 a.m., Bluff-
ton Police Department.
Report of someone trying to
enter home early that morn-
ing.
Friday, 11:09 a.m., Bluff-
ton High School. Citation
issued for 56 in a 30 mph
zone.

County:

Friday, 7:18 a.m., S.R.
218 and C.R. 100 E, Bluff-
ton. Car vs. deer.

Friday, 7:30 a.m., C.R.
400 S and 200 W, Bluffton.
Car vs. deer.

Ossian:

Friday, 3:41 a.m., U.S.
224 and C.R. 450 E, Ossian.
Citation issued for 73 in a 55
mph zone.

ACCIDENTS

County:

116 at C.R. 300 N, Murray.
Benjamin Leamon, 48, Bluft-
ton, was driving a 2010 Mer-
cury Mariner southeast on
C.R. 300 N and failed to see
a eastbound 2012 Ford F150
driven by Dale A. Stephens,
85, Ossian, that had the right-
of-way at the intersection.
The F150 struck the driver’s
side of the Mariner. Leamon
was transported to Lutheran
Hospital with complaint of
left side pain and a passenger
of his vehicle was transported
privately to Lutheran Hospital
with complaint of head pain.
Both vehicles were towed.
Damage exceeded $5,000.
Thursday, 11:15 p.m.,CR.
100 N near Meridian Road,
Bluffton. Jimmy Perkins, 20,
Liberty Center, was backing
a 2002 Ford Ranger out of
the driveway of 0392 E 100
N and went into the ditch.
The vehicle slid down the
ditch, turning onto its pas-
senger side. Climbing out of
the vehicle, Perkins grabbed
something hot and burned his
hand. The vehicle was towed.
Damage exceeded $2,500.
FIRES
Thursday, 4:17 p.m., Jef-
ferson Street and Dyar Road,
Ossian. Power lines down.
Thursday, 6:05 p.m.,
16835 Indianapolis Rd.,

kle and Ossian fire depart-
ments assisted Allen County.

Thursday, 10:39 p.m.,
819 S Johnson St., Bluff-
ton. Structure fire. Bluff-
ton, Ossian and Liberty
Township fire departments
responded. Fire under con-
trol at 12:31 a.m. Bluffton
Fire Department returned
to the site at approximately
8:57 a.m. Friday on report of
smoke, steam only.

ARRESTS

Ryan Edward Mullins,
42, Fort Wayne; child solici-
tation, a Level 4 felony.
Bond not set.

Carolina Benitez, 38,
Fort Wayne; driving a vehi-
cle without ever receiving
a license, a Class C mis-
demeanor. Booked and
released.

Y

4

N

Howard
Denial Perry
Calling: 1-6 p.m.
Sunday, December 8.
Funeral: 10:30 a.m.
Monday, December 9 at
the funeral home.
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A Tradition of Caring Al

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

\\ St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton /r

824-3852

From our family
to you ...

The Reimschisel family at
Family Ford of Bluffton
hope that you will take a
few moments at least once
each week to spend some
time with what really
matters during these
“interesting times”

This short essay is from

Our Daily Bread”
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The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15TO DEC7 CALL US

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE USTO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

— a free publication we
would love to share with
you. Stop in anytime.
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The winter of
nightmares and dreams

Baby it’s cold S atul' d ay7 S Sllb

outside. Where is
global warming
when we need it?

Welcome Dec. 7. It’s become like
Election Day. As the last day of open
Medicare enrollment, the commercials
and mailings will come to a merciful
end. But I digress.

It has always been the intent in this
Saturday morning space to muse on
local issues or diversions about per-
sonal experiences that have a point.
While we’ve opined on state-level issues from time to
time, I like to leave the national news to our national
columnists.

But this Hunter Biden thing is just wearing my
molars out — gnashing of teeth and wringing of hands,
indeed. It didn’t help that our national columnists were
slow to provide some commentary for us to use. In
a sense, I understand their problem: Where to start?
Where to end?

There are the prior promises (he assumed Kamala
would do it for him). There are the excuses that the
charges were politically motivated (although he’d never
previously whined about that while his administration
was busy doing just that to someone else. Or while his
justice department tried to make a sweetheart-deal plea
agreement that a federal judge threw out). There is the
part that makes the pardon go back to include 2014
(which essentially pardons the president himself during
Hunter’s foray into the Ukrainian energy business, put-
ting aside 10% for “the Big Guy”).

What a nightmare. The federal judge involved in
Hunter’s case wrote a most interesting “Order RE:
Notice of Pardon” released Tuesday that details dis-
crepancies in President Biden’s claims versus the facts
of the case and concludes: “The Constitution provides
the President with broad authority to grant reprieves
and pardons for offenses against the United States, but
nowhere does the Constitution give the President the
authority to rewrite history.”

To me, however, it’s bigger than all of that. It exem-
plifies the state of affairs in our nation — how money
and power have totally usurped the basic principles of
what is right and wrong. This is particularly true in our
nation’s capital. Hunter Biden is just the small part we
can see of the rotting iceberg that is Washington D.C.

I am afraid I might have the same problem as Purdue
University’s athletic director, Mike Bobinski, who, in
his press conference Monday discussing his search for
a new head football coach said “We will pay what we
need to pay to get the very best head coach and the
every best staff.” He is only admitting to part of the
reality of college athletics. Purdue will also have to pay
what they need to pay to get the players.

Likewise, while I have long understood the real-
ity that people get elected to Congress and somehow
become filthy rich, there is a new level to this devilry.
Wall Street Journal columnist Peggy Noonan once
shared a story about the difference between dogs and
cats. You feed and dog and clean up its poop and the
dog looks at you and thinks “Wow. You must be God.”
You feed a cat and clean up its poop and the cat looks at
you and thinks “Wow. [ must be God.”

I paraphrase because I did not keep the column, but
Noonan concluded by sharing that she likes to think
most people elected to Congress go there as a dog. |
don’t think she included them all, but she was certain
that far to many of them too soon become cats.

So like Mr. Bobinski at Purdue, I need to face
the newer, broader reality which results in an almost
depressing level of cynicism. Our leaders in Washington
will ultimately only look out for themselves and their
families. The rule of law and what’s right for our coun-
try be damned.

I have not found much solace in our national col-
umnists’ observations. However, Fort Wayne’s Mark
Franke’s account (in our Thursday edition) of a lengthy
conversation he was part of with our newly elected
Washington representative (will he be a dog or a cat?) at
least challenged my negative mindset, concluding that
“(Incoming Congressman Marlin) Stutzman’s optimism,
not my cynicism, is what the country needs now in
abundance.”

Hence, in order to not conclude this diatribe as too
much of a negative-Nancy, I will share the first three
things Congress could do to restore my optimism:

* Reclaim their authority by limiting executive
orders, which could also be done by actually passing
some legislation regarding immigration, vehicle emis-
sion mandates, etc. Perhaps throw in a Constitutional
amendment to put limitations on or eliminate presiden-
tial pardons.

* Get serious about the deficit. Make some serious
decisions.

* Spend less time raising money and more time gov-
erning.

I can dream.

Mark Miller

miller@news-banner.com

. ANO PARDon ME
FOR GOING BACK
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POUTICALCARTOONSCOM

The Hunter Biden pardon

Clearly, President Biden didn’t mean it last June
when he responded to a question from David Muir of
ABC News about whether he would pardon his son,
Hunter. “I am not going to do anything, I will abide
by the jury’s decision,” the president said. He repeat-
ed that assertion on other occasions. So did his press
secretary, Karine Jean-Pierre, many more times.

On Monday, the day after the pardon, Jean-Pierre
was asked by a reporter accompanying the president
on his trip to Africa whether her and the president’s
previous statements should be considered lies. She
responded: “One of the things the president always
believes is to be truthful to the American people.”
Presumably she said this with a straight face. To para-
phrase Bill Clinton in a different context, I guess it
depends on what the meaning of the word truth is.

It will be clear to many that the president’s original
pledges were made before the election for political
reasons. There was no way he was going to let Hunter
go to prison, especially since he is privy to so much
inside information about what Republicans believe to
be corruption in the Biden family.

The Hunter pardon again proves George Orwell’s
line in his novel “Animal Farm”: “All animals are
equal, but some animals are more equal than others.”

Rep. James Comer (R-KY), Chairman of the
House Oversight Committee, has been investigat-
ing for many months alleged corruption in the entire
Biden family, from Hunter’s highly-paid position as a
board member of the Ukraine gas company Burisma
— for which he had no experience in the energy
industry — to the 20 LLC’s which Comer believes
to have been used for money laundering for the ben-
efit of Biden family members, including “10 percent
for the big guy”” as Hunter apparently referred to his
father.

Biden’s pardon of Hunter has led many
to theorize there is something lurking
underneath which is meant to also protect
Hunter from charges that came to light in
2018.

Conservative commentator Liz Wheeler
writes: “Hunter Biden joined the board of
Burisma in 2014. By pardoning Hunter for
any crimes he ‘may have committed’ from
2014-2024, Joe Biden is protecting his

family’s criminal cartel. Wow.” Cal
She added that Biden also seems to
be protecting Hunter from Kash Patel, Thomas

Trump’s nominee to head the FBI. Patel
has vowed to reform the law enforcement
agency.

While the Constitution grants absolute pardon
power to the president, it doesn’t distinguish between
those that are morally justifiable and those which are
not. In theological circles, pardon is usually granted
after repentance and statements of remorse. This
acknowledges there is a law to which all people are
expected to conform. To receive a pardon absent
repentance makes a mockery of the law and suggests
it can be unequally applied. The debate about our
open southern border and the failure to enforce immi-
gration laws is another form of legal inequality.

President Biden’s pardon of his son will contribute
to the growing cynicism many have about politics,
politicians and Washington.

Fairness now demands that Biden pardon pres-
ident-elect Trump, ensuring that the now former
special counsel Jack Smith won’t be able to resurrect
charges he recently withdrew because of the Justice
Department’s policy of not prosecuting a sitting pres-
ident. That would guarantee Trump is not prosecuted

Submit your Letters to the Editor via:
 Our website link (Submit your Letter)
* E-Mail: email@news-banner.com
* Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton IN 46714
* Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton
All letters must be signed and must include a phone
number or address in case verification is desired. Letters are
edited for brevity and clarity. Letters must be no more than
500 words. Please mark your correspondence as a “Letter
to the Editor.”

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Saturday, Dec.
7, the 342nd day of 2024.
There are 24 days left in the
year.

Today in history:

On Dec. 7, 1941, the
Empire of Japan launched
an air raid on the U.S.
Navy base at Pearl Har-
bor in Hawaii, killing more
than 2,300 Americans. The
United States declared war
against Japan the following
day.

Also on this date:

In 1787, Delaware
became the first state to rati-
fy the U.S. Constitution.

In 1972, America’s last
crewed moon mission to
date was launched as Apollo
17 blasted off from Cape
Canaveral.

In 1982, convicted mur-
derer Charlie Brooks Jr.
became the first U.S. pris-
oner to be executed by
lethal injection, at a prison
in Huntsville, Texas.

The pardon covers all of that and likely more.
The claim “no one is above the law” should be

discarded as untrue and never used again.

The end of a scam

How appropriate that the
Biden presidency is ending
with an act of self-dealing
that he and his allies insist-
ed, with great righteous-
ness, would never happen.

Joe Biden was always a
scam, and his pardon of his
son, Hunter Biden, is just
the latest evidence.

No one should have
believed Biden’s flagrant
lie that he wouldn’t pardon
Hunter for his tax and gun
crimes and other potential
wrongdoing.

The president has a long record of
dishonesty, about his own biography
(which blew up his first presidential
campaign in 1988) and especially
about the family influence-peddling
business that was at the root of Hunt-
er’s tax evasion — the presi-
dent’s son wouldn’t have had
any money to evade taxes on
if it weren’t for all the foreign
largesse.

Every politician ends up
shading the truth somewhere
along the line, and it was going
to be awkward for President
Biden to admit that he might
pardon his son. When asked
about the possibility, though,
the president could have said
“no comment,” or “I’m not
going to discuss a hypotheti-
cal.”

Instead, he flatly denied it,
and his allies wove his denial
into a narrative about Biden’s
abiding commitment to our system of
justice. He was “a president living the
rule of law” (MSNBC legal analyst
Andrew Weissmann), and “a true
American who believes in democracy
and the way the system is supposed
to work™ (Joy Behar of “The View”).
Etc., etc.

Now, Biden has made all the
people who issued these stirring testi-
monials look like naifs and hacks.

Their mistake was attributing any

THe OeRrRY
ON ToP

grandeur to Joe Biden.
He’s made a long, undis-
tinguished career of being
a middling politician from
a small Democratic state
and had just enough staying
power to become president
when he was already a has-
been.

In sizing up Biden and

P Trump, the Democrats’
Rich media supporters could
Lowry have paraphrased the

famous bumper sticker from
a 1991 Louisiana gubernato-
rial election featuring two unpalatable
choices: “Vote for the unimpressive
hack — it’s important.”

Instead, they felt compelled to cre-
ate an illusory Biden, an epic figure
whose amazing personal qualities
made him an indispensable buttress

of our institutions and norms.

Biden was puffed up into a world-
historical figure who had saved
American democracy by winning one
election against Donald Trump, who,
of course, simply came right back to
win another against his chosen suc-
cessor, Kamala Harris.

He was a second coming of FDR,
when the truth is that he won the
presidency in 2020 by default against
an unpopular incumbent buffeted by a

EroZADST. BY KNG

— TR another lie.

after the end of his second term.
I’'m confident it will not happen.

caeditors@tribpub.com.

once-in-a-hundred-years pandemic.

He was restoring faith in our
system, even though he routinely
exceeded his constitutional authority
with his executive actions and he sup-
ported a court-packing scheme that,
not too long ago, would have been
universally condemned.

He had the health and mental
acuity to serve another four years
in office — never mind his marked
decline that was plain for all to see.

And he was, whatever else you
thought of him, rigorously ethical.
This was an incredible claim given
the amount of money that came sluic-
ing into the family coffers thanks to
the generosity of dubious foreign
actors.

Biden denied knowing anything
about Hunter’s business dealings — a
blatant lie.

He denied meeting with
swee  any of his clients — yet

And, true to form and
appropriately enough, he
lied about the prospect of
pardoning him.

In justifying his act,
Biden issued a misleading
statement about the case and
implied that his own Justice
department, the institution
whose integrity he was
supposed to be upholding,
engaged in a politically
motivated prosecution of his
own son.

He concluded with per-
haps the most galling false-
hood of all — “For my entire career I
have followed a simple principle: Just
tell the American people the truth.”

Maybe, sunk in self-deception,
the president somehow believes that,
but no one else should. He’s ending
his term with a self-interested act
that will only serve to convince more
people that self-professed defenders
of our institutions like him can’t be
trusted.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry
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This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible

by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

A CITY ON AHILL
CHURCH
705 W.-900 N.,
Uniondale
9 a.m. - First Service.
10:45 - Second Service.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,
Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)
4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM
LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
blcsossian.org
9 a.m. - Divine Service.
10:15 - Adult Bible Class,
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice
of Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. - Sunday
School. 11 a.m. - Worship.
6 p.m. - Service.

BLUFFTON
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.
blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 & 6:30 p.m.
- Worship.

FIRST CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL
classes. 10:15 - Worship.
6 p.m. - Service.

4 Thoma/Rich,
% Lemler

Funeral Home
T WELLS COUNTY'S

OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS

308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN
260-824-3850
www.thomarich.com

NAPA WELLS CO.
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY,
INC,

AR
{NAPR)

643 N. Main St.
Bluffton
A\ A

260-824-4460
Bluffton
Dental

W™
’ Clinic

1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
(260) 824-5940
Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
decaturdentalin.com
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126 W. Townley
Bluffton « 824-3330

R Warren Tﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <>+

1-800-895-7035
222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.
Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

Real Estate

127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN
824-1588

$ The -~
Eefnﬁ-é%mfr

WWUW.NEWS-BANNER.COM
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BOEHMER UNITED
METHODIST
3467 S 600 W,
Liberty Center
boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:45 - Sunday School.

CALVARY
LUTHERAN, ELCA
1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto
9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

CHRISTIAN NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday

School. 10:30 - Worship. 6

p.m. - Praise & worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.
10 a.m. - Bible Study.
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1
mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:15 - Worship.
(Children’s Church for
ages 6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED
BRETHREN
8888S-1100W-90,
Warren
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m.

- Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school.

10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED
METHODIST
1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:40 a.m. - Sunday
School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH
OF GOD
5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11

a.m. - Discipleship.

FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com
10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF OSSIAN
1001 Dehner Dr.

9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH
OF CHRIST
909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.
firstpcbluffton.org

9:30 a.m. - Children/
youth & Adult Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
(EVANGELICAL)
123 S. Jefferson St.,
Ossian
www.ossianfp.church
8:45 a.m. - Sunday
school. 10 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST REFORMED
CHURCH OF BLUFFTON
301 W. Cherry St.

9:15 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org
9 a.m. - Worship.

LIVING FAITH
MISSIONARY
17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30

- Sunday School.

by Chet
Baumgartner

ONE SMALL LIGHT

In 1882, Edward Johnson created and displayed the
world’s first electric Christmas tree lights, and for the next
20 years, families could light their own trees — assuming
they could afford the $2,000 (in today’s currency) invest-
ment, an article from the Library of Congress states.

Fortunately, in 1900, those with incomes closer to Bob
Cratchit’s than Scrooge’s could purchase a string of 16
lights for a mere $12 — or about $350 today, Jamie Malan-
owski of the Smithsonian Magazine writes.

But due to more efficient production and more acces-
sible electricity, costs and prices continued to drop, and by
the 1930s, “colored bulbs and cones were everywhere,”
Malanowski.

Today, tree lights twinkle and glimmer in about 80 mil-
lion homes — all because Edward Johnson once hung 80
red, white, and blue bulbs on a tree in his parlor.

No doubt, some people questioned Johnson and others
who promoted electric lights before most in the country
could access electricity, or even trusted it.

But these men never underestimated the power of their
small lights, and these small lights ignited a revolution of
illumination that forever changed the celebration of Christ-
mas.

But this revolution can’t compare to the revolution that
the Light of the world started when He shared His light
with 12 men.

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the
light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life,” the Apostle John
writes.

And still today, those who celebrate the birth of the light
change the world, and often, they change it one small light
at a time.

Verse 1:
Wiseman journeyed through the night
Following faith and a star
To find the King whose love would light
A world lost in the dark

Chorus
One small light led the weary wand’rer
One small light overcame the dark
Hope blazed bright with good tidings of comfort
One small light ... can ignite the heart

Verse 2:
So many look for miracles
To show wond’ring souls God reigns
But like the Christmas star of old
One spark of faith proclaims

Chorus
One small light led the weary wand’rer
One small light overcame the dark
Hope blazed bright with good tidings of comfort
One small light ... can ignite the heart

Bridge
Darkness cannot overcome
A blazing sky of stars
When Christians burn with holy love
As God enflames the heart

Chorus
One small light led the weary wand’rer
One small light overcame the dark
Hope blazed bright with good tidings of comfort
One small light ... can ignite the heart
baumofchet@gmail.com

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E.
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School.

LANCASTER CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m.

10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Wor- - Worship.
ship.
LIBERTY CENTER
GRACE BIBLE COMMUNITY CHURCH

6626 Village Way, Berne
gracebibleberne.com

8:45 a.m. - Choir prac-
tice. 9 a.m. - Coffee,

More Than
A Customer...
You're Family

Family
of Bluffton

Ford

9 a.m. - Sunday classes.

10 a.m. - Collective Wor-
ship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE

11015S-600E, Keystone

9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10
a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com
8am., 9:30 & 11 a.m. -
Service at Main Campus.
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service,
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:30 - Sunday School.

KINGDOM HALL
OF JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES
2803 N. Main St.
jw.org
10 a.m. - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER
BAPTIST
3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-
con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday
School. 9:55 - Fellowship.
10:15 - Worship.

donuts, conversation. 9:30
- Worship w/infant nursery
& children’s church. 10:45
- Sunday School.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.
lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service
(Children’s programs
available).

LIVING WATER
UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9
a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL
HILL SEVENTH
DAY ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.
Saturday: 9:30 a.m. -
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath
School (Bible study).

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1
sonlightwesleyan.org

9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.
Nursery & Children’s
classes available during
Sunday School & Wor-
ship.

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:

¢ E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
* Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton

MARKLE CHURCH
OF CHRIST
455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org
9 a.m. - Adult Bible study

groups. 10:30 - Worship.
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

MARKLE
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St.,
Murray
murraymc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11

a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218
10 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School &
Adult Bible study. 10 a.m. -

Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org
9:15 a.m. - Bible study.
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org
9 a.m. - Worship, Wor-
ship child care nurse. 10
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 -
Adult Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
parkccbluffton.org

10 a.m. - Connection. 11
a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3625 E. 2nd St.

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 -

Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street
8:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH
COMMUNITY CHURCH
36 E. Walnut St.

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m.
- Fellowship. 10:15 - Sun-

day School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central
11 a.m. - Worship & the
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St.
Suite 108, 110

riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

SOUTHERN WELLS
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. -

Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass.

8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or

by appointment - Confes-

sions. 5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m.

- Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur
stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 -

Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV.
LUTHERAN
16933 Thiele Rd.
stmarkfw.org
8:45 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10 a.m. - Worship.

THE CHURCH AT
MCNATT
9221 W 800 S-90,
Montpelier
8:30 a.m. - Coffee fellow-
ship. 9:15 - Worship.

ST. MARK’S
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St.,
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship.
10:15 - Children’s Sunday
School.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.
6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St.,
Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com
9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups.

10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship.
10 a.m. - Adult & Chil-

dren’s Worship.

UNIONDALE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5867 N. Main St.

9 a.m. - Worship.

UNIONTOWN
CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian
9 a.m. - Sunday School.

10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY
WORSHIP CENTER
CCCuU
2771 SE Mulberry St.,
Vera Cruz

9-10 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10-10:30 - Fellow-
ship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
205 S. Adams St.,
Monroe
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15
- Discipleship for adults &
children.

ZANESVILLE
COMMUNITY
CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.

10 a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED
BRETHREN
IN CHRIST
3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

Les Gerbern

Tnsarance

AUTO « HOME - LIFE « BUSINESS
Perry Gerber
1120 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1237

NATIONAL OIL
Delivery to Home
FARM « BUSINESS

824-2220

B

Ri-nounty gervices
o \"d v
of Adams & Wells County
Supported Living « Waiver Services « Workshop
(260)824-1253

Family Ford
of Bluffton
More Than

A Customer...
You're Family

ﬁ’ ((J/Z(;oa/ﬂmh “Gule é” SHarnish %

MEMORIAL CHAPEL
- SR~

A Tradition of Caring Al

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton * 824-3852

TOHI AND

N A GY s sn viS
EQUIPMENT

+ BLUFFTON
+ LAFAYETTE
+ FLORA

+ LOGANSPORT
+ FRANKFORT
+ SWAYZEE

+ HUNTINGTON
» WABASH

AdamsWells

INTERNET TELECOM TV
260-565-3131
A Division of Craiguville
Telephone Company, Inc.

>

1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
(260) 824-5940

Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
decaturdentalin.com

Bluffton
Dental
Clinic
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Tigers halt Starfires 4th quarter comeback to begm ACAC play

By RYAN WALKER

BERNE — It seemed as if Bluffton and
South Adams played a game of deja vu Fri-
day night.

The Tigers (1-1) picked up an almost
clean 53-37 victory to open conference
play on the road over the Starfires (0-1), but
the fourth quarter spelled trouble again for
Bluffton.

Last season, the Starfires caught up to the
Tigers from down 39-21 to just a five-point
deficit. They scored 18 points in the final
quarter, but did not come through with a
win. Just as they did a year forward.

Bluffton led 40-19 and never showed
any signs that South Adams belonged on
the court with them. But that was until the
Starfires might came through yet again.

Head coach Craig Teagle benched three
of his starters — Declan Grieser, Cameron
Williams and Kaleb Green after getting into
foul trouble to end the third. The trio had
earned it, as the Tigers pounded the paint all
night and got 36 points from Grieser (25)
and Green (11) and nine from forward Ben
Maggard.

After a flurry of turnovers and Henry
Craig coming off the bench to hit the
Starfires’ first triple of the night, Teagle put
the starting crew back in.

That initially didn’t work. South Adams
kept picking off the Tigers and cashed in for
points. A 13-2 spread after the first of the
two Teagle timeouts got the Starfires back
within 10 points with 3:06 remaining.

“We didn’t take care of the ball,” Tea-
gle said. “Way too many turnovers and we
missed a couple of easy ones around the rim.
You could just see in our body language. We
got down on ourselves and weren’t playing
effectively.”

South Adams’ Gavin Herring came off
the bench in the third and fourth quarters
and was crucial to the comeback. He scored
all 10 of his points in that span and hit the
final two free throws to get his group down
by 10.

Right after Herring hit the two free
throws, Teagle blew through his second
timeout. Only this one was much more
effective.

The same Tigers’ team that lost itself in
the fourth quarter was found again. The con-
fidence, scoring ability in the post and hang-
ing on to the basketball was back.

Right out of the timeout, the Tigers made
pass after pass like a game of ping-pong and
eventually found a wide-open Grieser by

the basket for an easy two. The next drive,
Green was hit with hard contact but put the
ball off the glass for a three-point play. Gri-
eser followed with another bucket and the
Tigers were back up by 19 points on a 9-0
run.

“The first timeout I was too negative,”
Teagle said. “The second timeout I was
like ‘Let’s just go attack, play the game.’
So, I didn’t get on them as much. They still
have to be more mentally tough than that,
but that’s not very good coaching because I
know they’re not yet. So, that first timeout,
I was just on them too hard. I think they
went out there nervous, afraid to make a
mistake.”

That change of voice finished Bluffton
on a 11-5 run and produced a score more
like how the game went.

Not only did Bluffton crush it in its post-
play, but it had a stranglehold on the boards
34-18.

Considering the team’s graduation of
several guards and Axton Beste’s injury,
expect Bluffton to have most of its points in
the painted area.

Teagle said that the goal is to put up
two-thirds of their shots around the rim and
the other third from three. On the flip side,
defensively, he wants opponents to do the
opposite. This game was close to it, as the
Tigers shot 11 three-pointers of their 44
shots taken. The Starfires shot threes over
half the time (54%) and an abysmal 4-24.

Bluffton won the junior varsity contest
32-24. Gavin Grieser scored 16 points to led
the Tigers, while Max White scored 11.

Bluffton will be at Lakeland Christian
Academy next at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13.

ryan@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 53, SOUTH ADAMS 37
At South Adams

BLUFFTON (1-1, 1-0 ACAC): Declan Grieser 11-16
1-5 25, Kaleb Green 5-7 3-3 11, Ben Maggard 3-5 0-0 9,
Griffin Morgan 3-6 0-0 6, Marshall Gerber 1-1 0-0 3, Nolan
Lambert 0-4 0-0 0, Cameron Williams 0-3 0-0 0, Austin
Geimer 0-0 0-0 0, Max White 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 23-44
4-9 53.

SOUTH ADAMS (0-1, 0-1 ACAC): Tytus Lehman 4-14
3-4 12, Gavin Herring 3- 422 10, Derek McKean 1-8 3-6
5, Jax Wanner 2-10 0-0 4, Henry Craig 1-3 0-0 3, Hunter
Fields 1-2 0-0 2, Tristyn Cameron 0-0 1-1 1, Jackson Roe
0-0 0-0, Isaac Scott 0-1 0-0 0, Easton O’Dell 0-0 0-0 0,
Noah Hunley 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 12-44 9-13 37.

Bluffton 15 11 14 13 — 53

S.Adams 6 5 8 18 — 37

Three-point Shooting: Bluffton 3-11 (Grieser 1-1, Mag-
gard 1-3, Gerber 1-1, Lambert 0-4, Williams 0-2), South
Adams 4-24 (Herring 2-3 Lehman 1-6, Craig 1-3, Scott
0-1, McKean 0-7, Wanner 0-4). Rebounds: Bluffton 34
(Grieser 11. Greem 6, Lambert 6, Morgan 3, Williams 2,
Gerber 2, Maggard 1, White 1), South Adams 18 (Colpaert
5. Herring 3. Lehman 2, McKean 1, Fields 1, Scott 1, Roe
1, Hunley 1). Turnovers: Bluffton 14, South Adams 11.
Fouls: Bluffton 19, South Adams 8. Fouled Out: None.

Jada Dale (middle) drives the right side of the foul lane splitting Huntington North defenders Luci
Reich and Haiden Bailey in the third quarter Friday at North Arena. (Photo by Glen Werling)

Southern Wells fell in its first ACAC
competition at home to Adams Central
68-27 Friday night.

Landon Johnson and Joshua Aulbach
led the Raiders with six points each,
followed by Wyatt Yoder (5), CJ Reber

Raiders drop ACAC opener
with Jets in boys’ basketball

and Adam Aulbach (4) and Rugar
Holmes (2). The team fell to 0-3 on the
season.

Southern Wells will take its first road
trip to Eastbrook Tuesday night at 7:30
p-m. Tuesday, Dec. 10.

Tigers fall to Knights in MS hoops

Bluffton-Harrison fell to Norwell Mid-
dle School in both girls’ games Thursday
night.

In the eighth grade game, the Tigers fell
39-36 and dropped to 5-1 on the season.
Audrey Mechling scored 16 points, fol-
lowed by Averie Patton and Luci Jenkins

(7) and Josie Nash, Khloe Gehrett and Mad-
eleine Morgan (2).

In the seventh grade game, the Tigers
fell 40-25 and dropped to 3-3 on the season.
Adrienne Smallman led the way with 13
points, Olivia Brown (6), Ava Scheiman (4)
and Averie Pearson (2).

N, N

Bluttton s Declan Grieser (left) aims at the basket during a free throw attempt with a disgruntled
Derek McKean in the background during the Tigers and South Adams Starfires clash Friday
night at the Stardome. The Tigers took this one 53-37 to begin ACAC conference play. (Photo

by Ryan Walker)

High School Calendar

FRIDAY, DEC 6

BOYS BASKETBALL:
Bluffton at South Adams,
7:30 p.m.; Adams Central at
Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL:
Norwell at Huntington North,
7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC 7

BOYS BASKETBALL: Oak
Hill at Norwell, 1:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL.: Bluff-
ton at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Norwell at
Shamrock Duals, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, DEC 9

No events scheduled.

TUESDAY, DEC 10

BOYS BASKETBALL:
Southern Wells at Eastbrook,

GIRLS BASKETBALL:

Bluffton at Wabash, 7:30
p.m.; Blackhawk Christian at
Southern Wells, 7 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING
(co-ed): Adams Central at
Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.; Bellmont
at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Alexandria-
Monroe at Bluffton, 6:30 p.m.;
Adams Central at Norwell,
6:30 p.m.

Early surge gives Knights
Northeast 8 win over Vikings

By ANDREW FEEBACK

HUNTINGTON — A blistering early
run by the Norwell Knights basketball team
allowed them to claim their conference
opener over the Huntington North Vikings
Friday night, 71-38.

Norwell (7-3) scored the game’s first 19
points and never looked back, forcing Hun-
tington North (3-5) into 30 turnovers and
getting nearly twice as many shots as the
hosts.

“Defensively, our energy was incred-
ible,” coach Eric Thornton said. “I thought
our ball pressure was very good. That was
one of our three keys for tonight. We did
not have that last Saturday against Angola.
We didn’t really take anything away, and as
a result, the game was very tight down the
stretch.”

The game was only tight until Norwell
scored.

That was actually more than a minute
into the contest, but once the Knights got
rolling, there was no turning back.

Vanessa Rossurm led all scorers with
20, and her third bucket had the Knights
up 11-0, drawing a Viking timeout. The
Knights followed that with three-pointers
from Rosswurm and Macie Saalfrank, and
another bucket from Saalfrank had it up to
19-0 before the home team finally got on the
board.

“Our offense was the result of our
defense there, and it’s a fun way to play,”
Thornton said.

A pair of triples from Addison Norris
early in the second had the lead up to 20.
The Knights were a bit sloppy to end the
first half, but still led 36-18 at the break.

Norris opened the second half with
another trey, and after Saalfrank, Rosswurm
and Ashley Waldman all hit from deep, Nor-
well had suddenly opened a 52-21 lead.

It was 61-31 by the end of the third, and
the Norwell bench took it from there.

Norwell finished 12-34 beyond the
arc and 23-56 overall. Huntington North
only made 12 field goals overall in just 30

attempts.

Rosswurm was one of five Knights in
double figures. Saalfrank added 15, Norris
and Waldman both had 11 and Jada Dale
scored 10.

Haiden Bailey had 15 for the Vikings
Marissa Trout added 13.

The schedule takes another tough turn
next week as Columbia City will visit the
Castle Friday night.

Ten games in, Norwell is 7-3 while play-
ing a top 30 schedule statewide.

Thornton is pleased with how his team
has handled it.

“They have prepared so well,” he said.
“This group was very immature and inexpe-
rienced outside of Vanessa. We really didn’t
have any significant varsity experience. This
team has really grown up against a very
tough schedule. They’ve improved, and
they’ve used it to their advantage. Every day
they show up to practice ready to get better,
and I just can’t say enough about them.”

Norwell won the junior varsity game
33-24. Daisy Swineford scored 11 points,
while Carlee Struck had seven, Chloe
Comer had six and Elizabeth Dillion had
five.

sports@news-banner.com

NORWELL 71,
HUNTINGTON NORTH 38
At Huntington North

NORWELL (7-3): Addison Norris 3-10 2-2 11, Ashley
Waldman 3-10 2-2 11, Ryland Graft 0-1 2-4 2, Alivia Green
1-2 0-0 2, Larkin Smith 0-2 0-0 0, Haley Williamson 0-1
0-0 0, Macie Saalfrank 6-12 1-1 15, Mekynzi Beck 0-0 0-0
0, Vanessa Rosswurm 7-14 4-4 20, Jada Dale 3-4 2-2 10,
Isabella Swineford 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 23-56 13-15 71.

HUNTINGTON NORTH (3-5): Harper Bailey 1-1 0-0 3,
Luci Reich 1-5 0-0 2, Haiden Bailey 5-9 3-3 15, Riley Wil-
son 0-2 0-0 0, Grace Michel 0-1 0-2 0, Madalynn Wellman
0-0 0-0 0, Faith Minton 2-3 1-1 5, Marissa Trout 4-10 5-6
13, Kayda Newman 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 12-30 9-12 38.

Norwell 21 15 2510— 71

Huntington North 513 13 7 — 38

Three-point Goals: Norwell 12-34 (Norris 3-7, Wald-
man 3-10, Saalfrank 2-7, Dale 2-2, Rosswurm 2-5, Smith
0-2, Green 0-1), Huntington North 3-11 (Haiden Bailey
2-4, Harper Bailey 1-1, Reich 0-4, Trout 0-2). Rebounds:
Norwell 23 (Rosswurm 6, Green 6, Norris 4, Waldman 4,
Saalfrank 1, Swineford 1, Graft 1), Huntington North 19
(Michel 5, Trout 4, Minton 3, Reich 3, Haiden Bailey 3,
Newman 1). Turnovers: Norwell 13, Huntington North 30.
Fouls: Norwell 13, Huntington North 14. Fouled out: None.
Technicals: None.

JV: Norwell 33, Huntington North 24.

No. 10 Boise State grabs CFP spot,
beating No. 19 UNLV in MW title

By JASON CHATRAW
Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Ashton Jeanty ran
for 209 yards and a touchdown and No. 10
Boise State earned a College Football Play-
off spot, beating No. 19 UNLV 21-7 on Fri-
day night for its second straight Mountain
West title.

Boise State (12-1, No. 10 CFP) is all but
assured of a first-round bye in the playoffs if
it maintains its ranking ahead of the Big 12
winner and finishes as one of the four high-
est-ranked conference champs.

Jeanty, who had the spotlight to himself
to state his Heisman case, didn’t disappoint,
ripping off an electrifying 75-yard touch-
down run. It was his fifth TD run of 70
yards or more this season, tying LaDainian
Tomlinson’s FBS season record.

Jeanty also surpassed 1981 Heisman
winner Marcus Allen of Southern California
to move into fourth place on the FBS sea-
son rushing list and needs 132 more to pass
record-holder Barry Sanders of Oklahoma
State.

Maddux Madsen threw a touchdown
pass and rushed for another score for the
Broncos.

UNLV (10-3, No. 20 CFP), which
entered the game seventh nationally in scor-
ing offense averaging 38.7 points, hadn’t
been held below 23 this season.

With UNLV loading the box with eight
or nine defenders early in the game, Boise
State leaned heavily on Madsen in the first
quarter. And he delivered, completing six of
his first seven passes, including a 22-yard

(Continued on Page 7)
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Boise State wins MWC

(Continued from Page 6)

scoring strike to Latrell Caples for a
7-0 lead.

Madsen used his legs to put the
Broncos ahead 14-0, scrambling for
a 14-yard TD run with 2:40 left in the
first half.

After a quick stop, Boise State
got the ball back and let Jeanty work
his magic. Two plays later, he raced
through the teeth of the defense and
sprinted to the end zone for a 75-yard
TD run, giving the Broncos a 21-0 lead
with 29 seconds left in the half.

UNLYV had a chance to claw back
into it late in the third quarter when
Kylin James raced 86 yards before Seyi

Oladipo ran him down at the Boise
State 5. But the Rebels lost 4 yards on
the next four plays and failed to score.

The Rebels finally got into the end
zone with 9:06 left on Greg Burrell
31-yard run.

Hajj-Malik Williams led UNLV
offensively with 110 yards passing and
56 yards rushing.

Takeaways

UNLYV: Odom, who guided the Reb-
els to their first 10-win season in 40
years, has the program headed in the
right direction after UNLV had just
seven wins in the three seasons before
his arrival. If he continues to recruit well
and build through the transfer portal like

he did this season, the Rebels should
contend for the Mountain West title

Boise State: First-year coach Spen-
cer Danielson delivered what the pro-
gram’s fan base has been starving for
since it made waves in the college foot-
ball world in 2006 by going undefeated
and beating Oklahoma in the Fiesta
Bowl. But now this team has a chance
to take it one step further and take
down one of the sport’s blue bloods in
the playoffs.

Up next

Boise State awaits the selection
show Sunday to find out who and
when it will play in the College Foot-
ball Playoft.

Reneau, Ballo power Indiana past Miami
(Ohio), in final tune-up before Big Ten opener

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. (AP) —
Malik Reneau scored 19 points and
Oumar Ballo posted his 35th career
double-double as Indiana pulled away
in the second half to post a 76-57 win
over Miami (Ohio) Friday night in the
Hoosiers’ final tune-up before opening
Big Ten Conference play.

Indiana (7-2) won its third straight
after dropping back-to-back decisions
to Louisville and No. 3 Gonzaga and
is 6-0 on its home floor. The Hoo-
siers host Minnesota in the conference
opener Monday.

3-pointer at the 10-minute mark to pull
the RedHawks within 55-50, but they
did not score again until Skaljac hit
two free throws with 3:50 left to make
it 67-52. Ironically, Indiana also hit
a dry spell after scoring its 50th point
on a Reneau layup to take a 50-42 lead
with 15:11 left. The Hoosiers did not
score again until Luke Goode hit two
free throws with 11:27 left.

Indiana shot 53.8% from the field
for the game (28 of 52) and held a big
advantage on the boards, outrebound-
ing the RedHawks 46-29.

Reneau hit 8 of 15 from the field

but was 0-3 from beyond the arc.
Myles Rice hit 6 of 7 from the floor,
including 2 of 3 from long range, to
finish with 17 points while Ballo put
up 14 points, dished out six assists
and pulled down a season-high 18
rebounds for his first double-double
of the season. Trey Galloway knocked
down 3 of 4 from beyond the arc and
added 13 points.

Skaljac finished with 14 points off
the bench to lead Miami (5-3). Eian
Elmer added 11. The RedHawks shot
30.8% from the floor (20 of 65), but
were 11 of 32 from distance.

Luke Skaljac knocked down a
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FOOTBALL
NFL

e-Eliminated from playoffs

x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

Monday’s Games
Cleveland at Denver, late
Thursday, Dec. 5
Detroit 34, Green Bay 31
Sunday, Dec. 8

Atlanta at Minnesota, 1 p.m.

Carolina at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.

Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.

Jacksonville at Tennessee, 1 p.m.

Las Vegas at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.

N.Y. Jets at Miami, 1 p.m.

New Orleans at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.

Seattle at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

Buffalo at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.

Chicago at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.

Sunday Night Football: L.A. Char-
gers at Kansas City, 8:20 p.m.

Open: Baltimore, Denver, Houston,
Indianapolis, New England, Washington
Monday, Dec. 9

Monday Night Football: Cincinnati at
Dallas, 8:15 p.m.

BASKETBALL
High School

Friday Boys’ Scores

Adams Central 68, Southern Wells
27

Angola 60, Central Noble 45

Attica 41, N. White 23

Avon 51, Hamilton Southeastern 48

Batesville 63, Greensburg 51

Beech Grove 61, Speedway 52

Bethany Christian 67, Morgan Twp.
49

Bloomfield 71, Shakamak 57

Bloomington South 62, Bedford N.
Lawrence 57

Bluffton 53, S. Adams 37

Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory Academy
96, Indpls Shortridge 66

Bremen 59, Glenn 39

Brownsburg 39, Franklin Central 37

Brownstown 58, Seymour 38

Cambridge City Lincoln 57, Indpls
International 11

Carmel 63, Lawrence Central 39

Carroll (Flora) 53, Frontier 33

Center Grove 52, Bloomington
North 36

Charlestown 62, Scottsburg 49

Chesterton 55, Hammond Morton 49

Columbia City 61, Ft. Wayne Can-
terbury 45

Columbus East 83, Trinity Lutheran
High School 61

Concord 74, Elkhart 64

Connersville 40, Rushville 37

Corydon 59, N. Harrison 26

Culver 43, Lakeland Christian (IN) 32

Danville 70, Bethesda Christian 58

Dubois 93, Washington Catholic 9

E. Central 62, Milan 60

East Chicago Central 65, Valparaiso
41

Edgewood 71, Cloverdale 42

Evansville Bosse 67, Boonville 61

Evansville Reitz 74, Vincennes 54

Fairfield 67, Prairie Heights 42

Fishers 74, Noblesville 40

Forest Park 72, Tell City 35

Fountain Central 48, Clinton Central
42

Franklin 66, Decatur Central 47

Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 64, New
Haven 52

Ft. Wayne North 46, DeKalb 42

Ft. Wayne South 56, Ft. Wayne
Snider 39

Garrett 64, Lakewood Park 38

Gary 21st Century 74, Bowman 37

Greencastle 54, W. Vigo 45

Griffith 71, Lowell 42

Hamilton Hts. 74, New Castle 66

Hauser 77, Morristown 40

Hebron 73, N. Newton 36

Henderson Co., Ky. 69, Castle 37

Heritage 67, Leo 61

Highland 64, Hammond Science and
Tech 36

IMSA 46, Eminence 43

Indian Creek 72, Owen Valley 31

Indiana Deaf 49, Austin TSD, Texas
33

Indpls N. Central 88, Indpls Tech 52

Indpls Perry Meridian 67, Moores-
ville 51

Indpls Riverside 52, Mooresville
Christian 47

Indpls Roncalli 59, Heritage Chris-
tian 36

Jeffersonville 68, Evansville North 44

Jennings Co. 74, Madison 66

Jimtown 50, LaVille 34

Kokomo 80, Peru 37

LaPorte 62, Plymouth 54

Lakeland (IN) 44, Fremont 18

Lanesville 62, Borden 60

Lebanon 61, Crawfordsville 48

Liberty Christian 85, Purdue Poly
North 24

Maconaquah 76, N. Miami 51

Manchester 65, Wawasee 44

Medora 76, Bloomington Lighthouse
57

Mitchell 70, Crawford Co. 38

Monroe Central 75, Daleville 59

Mt. Vernon (Fortville) 61, Delta 40

Munster 52, llliana Christian High
School 49

N. Daviess 41, Shoals 38

N. Decatur 64, S. Decatur 37

N. Posey 49, Mt. Vernon (Posey) 47

New Albany 85, Evansville Har-
rison 57

New Palestine 81, Eastern Hancock

Norcross, Ga. 75, Indpls Cathedral
NorthWood 62, Triton 25

Northridge 59, Culver Academy 30
Northview 51, Sullivan 41
Oldenburg 52, Edinburgh 37
Orleans 59, Springs Valley 41
Paoli 78, Henryville 34
Pendleton Hts. 71, Lapel 64
Perry Central 54, Evansville Chris-
tian 38
Plainfield 51, Whiteland 45
Princeton 79, Pike Central 28
Randolph Southern 63, Union City
57
River Forest 61, Wheeler 45
Rochester 55, Winamac 44
Rossville 55, Tri-County 44
S. Central (Elizabeth) 68, Rock
Creek Academy 61
S. Central (Union Mills) 58, S. Bend
Trinity 33
S. Dearborn 61, Jac-Cen-Del 38
S. Putnam 68, N. Putnam 66, OT
S. Spencer 51, Evansville Mater
Dei 41
Seeger 79, S. Newton 41
Shenandoah 46, Eastbrook 44
Sheridan 59, Clinton Prairie 58
Silver Creek 79, Columbus North 62
South Knox 68, N. Knox 51
Southmont 71, N. Montgomery 38
Southridge 48, Washington 39
Southwestern (Hanover) 64, Madi-
son Shawe 29
Southwood 46, Wabash 28
Springboro, Ohio 59, Richmond 33
Switzerland Co. 74, Clarksville 35
Taylor 47, Northfield 34
Tecumseh 69, Ev. Day 39
Tippecanoe Valley 68, Knox 21
Tri 51, Blue River Valley 38
Tri-Central 45, Cowan 40
Tri-West 62, Western Boone 48
Union Co. 47, Knightstown 43
University 58, Seton Catholic 54
Victory 74, Indpls Irvington 57
W. Central 87, Argos 64
W. Washington 57, Eastern (Pekin)
55
Wapahani 65, Winchester 46
Warsaw 62, Homestead 60, OT
Washington Twp. 73, Boone Grove
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Mattress & Furniture,

boxdropfortwayne.com

56
Western 51, Northwestern 36
Westview 52, Churubusco 41
Westville 61, Tri-Township 34
Wood Memorial 52, Loogootee 45
Woodlan 56, Jay Co. 40
Yorktown 74, Muncie Burris 35
Zionsville 60, Westfield 57
Banks of Wabash Tournament=
First Round=
N. Vermillion 71, Riverton Parke 49
Parke Heritage 87, S. Vermillion 49
Cass County Invitational=
Championship=
Logansport 68, Pioneer 39
Third Place=
Caston 53, Cass 50
Lafayette Tournament=
Consolation Semifinal=
Lafayette Central Catholic High
School 54, Benton Central 50
Twin Lakes 60, Rensselaer 45
Semifinal=
Lafayette Harrison 57, Lafayette
Jeff 44
McCutcheon 62, W. Lafayette 59

Thursday Girls’ Scores

Friday’s Scores

Alexandria 68, Frankton 34

Austin TSD, Texas 49, Indiana
Deaf 33

Avon 75, Evansville Central 74

Brownsburg 57, Franklin Central 49

Central Noble 46, Angola 37

Chesterton 56, Michigan City 21

Crown Point 52, Portage 20

Decatur Central 49, Franklin 36

Edgewood 68, Cloverdale 27

Elkhart 47, S. Bend Riley 36

Elkhart Christian 59, Hamilton 17

Eman 39, GEO 30

Franklin-Simpson, Ky. 55, Gibson
Southern 34

Ft. Wayne Northrop 66, Ft. Wayne
Dwenger 51

Ft. Wayne Snider 64, Ft. Wayne
South 31

Ft. Wayne Wayne 52, Ft. Wayne
Concordia 49

Check out these
websiteiof local
& area companies
and businesse"".

Greencastle 42, W. Vigo 38

Hamilton Southeastern 62, Evans-
ville Memorial 28

Hammond Central 65, Bowman 33

Homestead 66, Carroll (Ft. Wayne)
48

Indpls Pike 77, Indpls N. Central 60

Indpls Roncalli 57, Heritage Chris-
tian 49

Lake Central 49, Merrillville 38

Lawrenceburg 37, Richmond 21

Lebanon 46, Crawfordsville 16

Lowell 33, Kankakee Valley 32

Madison Shawe 51, Southwestern
(Hanover) 32

Martinsville 65, Greenwood 42

Michigan City Marquette 59, Misha-
waka 18

Mississinewa 44, Eastbrook 38

Monrovia 74, Indpls Attucks 48

Mooresville 54, Indpls Perry Merid-
ian 21

N. Putnam 36, S. Putnam 35

NorthWood 40, Concord 26

Northeastern 83, Centerville 20

Norwell 71, Huntington North 38

Oak Hill 48, Elwood 8

Owen Valley 36, Indian Creek 34

Plainfield 63, Whiteland 44

Purdue Poly (Englewood) 82,
Southwestern (Shelby) 14

S. Bend Adams 44, New Prairie 41

S. Bend St. Joseph’s 55, Misha-
waka Marian 43

S. Bend Washington 52, Penn 50

Sheridan 58, Clinton Prairie 18

Silver Creek 43, Bowling Green,
Ky. 25

Southport 51, Bloomington North
47

Sullivan 51, Northview 40

Tri-West 54, Western Boone 25

Triton Central 75, Waldron 45

Union (Modoc) 34, Cambridge City
Lincoln 19

Valparaiso 72, LaPorte 21

Washington Twp. 58, Boone Grove
34

Westville 61, Tri-Township 34
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Heating and Cooling

mrkoolheatingandair.com

dazeys.com/bluffton-in

sig STEFFEN

¢/ nancial Group

steffinancial.com

genesispestservices.com

5

Genesis

Daniel's

ABOVIREEYOND

" Pest Services

JEWELERS

daniels-jewelers.net

Vehicle Reconditioning

abovebeyondrecon.com

/B INDIANA FARM
/@ BUREAU INSURANCE

Bluffton Office | (260) 824-2234

infarmbureau.com

JCscasaEe

jesgaragedoor.com

SALES & SERVICE

G
HOMES. ; riend

myersfuneralhomes.com

liaiilgf

COLLISION CENTER, INC.

Owners: Dustin Kelly

820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton
kellysautocollision.com

of the Family

WELLS

COUNTY % RIVERS Bluffton
4-H 3\_]\ Tire
GROWS HERE

! Heating & Air
824-0228 %) Conditioning
219E. Perry St. Bluffton

moserandsonheatingandair.com

o StateFarm
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Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics!
The power of print and the Internet, working
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.
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trust feels lost?

Dear Annie: I’ve been with my
spouse for nine years. Lately, I feel he’s
so distant, and I can’t help but be both-
ered by it. About a year ago, everything
changed. He started hiding his phone,
being secretive with his friends, had
multiple social media accounts, etc.

I’ve had a gut feeling for a while, and
when I talked to him about it, he told
me to never trust my gut, which left me
confused because my whole life, my
gut has always been right. I’ve talked to
him about his change in behavior many
times, and he either gets upset and flips
it on me or I just get the silent treatment.

I’m still with him. I love this man so
much, and I could see him being my for-
ever. But I’'m at a point in my life where
I’m ready to grow and put my dreams
into reality. I would love for him to be
the one beside me for that, but for the
life of me, I cannot not think about how
he’s acting. I just want to know for sure
what’s going on, but I feel like I’'m never
really going to know or get the truth out
of him.

They say what happens in the dark
always comes to the light. But when? I
don’t want to work on things and then
find out my gut was right and it breaks
my heart even more. I want to trust him
and grow old together, but at this point,
I don’t know what to do. Can you help?
— Torn Between Love and Doubt

Dear Torn: Your gut has been send-
ing you a message — and you should
absolutely trust it. Your spouse has been
stringing you along, dismissing every
red flag you’ve noticed and gaslighting
you into doubting yourself. In a healthy,
loving relationship, he would be doing
whatever is necessary to ease your anxi-
ety and prove he can be trusted. The
truth here is, he can’t be.

Dear Annie: I’ve been involved in a
long-distance relationship for over two-
and-a-half years. We have never met
but have emailed each other for all this
time. I’'m in Tennessee, and she lives in
Birmingham, Alabama, but her job has
her in Seattle quite a bit. We are both 70
years old. She seems to be into me, and
I’m into her.

Is love enough when

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

I’ve tried to
meet her many
times, offering to
fly out to Seattle
or even meet in
Las Vegas. She
always tells me
she has to think
about it and, of
course, I never
get an answer. I’ve even asked her why
she won’t meet, but again, of course, no
answer.

She has never asked me for money or
gifts. I know she went through a tough
divorce a long time ago. We’ve all had
our rough times, especially at our age.
She is a Capricorn and fits the bill to a
T. I’'m sure you’re going to tell me to
call it quits, but my problem is, when I
see something I want, I don’t give up.
Maybe that’s my weakness!

Tell me I’m crazy, but she has told
me I’'m starting to break down some of
her walls. Am I a fool? — Crazy in the
Head

Dear Crazy: As hard as it is to hear,
this person is nothing more to you than
a two-and-a-half-year pen pal, at best.
What'’s most concerning is that this
“woman” hasn't allowed so much as a
phone call in the years you have known
her.

If this person really is who they say
they are, it’s clear they’re not ready for
a romantic relationship (whether that’s
really because of her messy divorce or
because she doesn’t see you as her next
partner, we don’t know). What we do
know is that you deserve a relationship
that is real and has the potential for a
future — and this woman, at least right
now, isn't it.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more
information. Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.
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OKAH...ITLOOKS LIKE
WE'RE GOING TO BE
POLLING SOME ALL-
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Question: I have recent-
ly been challenged to actu-
ally read the Word of God.
I've grown used to read-
ing lots of Christian books
that have taken the place
of reading the Bible and |
think this is an epidemic. I
don'’t think any great book
about the Bible can be bet-

fail to partake of daily
spiritual nourishment,
we will starve and lose
our spiritual vitality.

Some parts of our world
do not enjoy the free-
dom we have to read the
Bible and study it together
with fellow Christians. In
most of the world, in fact,
there’s a veritable famine
for the Word of God!

There’s a story about a

content to skim through a
chapter merely to satisfy
our conscience, or read
what someone else says
about the Bible. Rather, we
should hide the Word of
God in our hearts.

We should not allow
anything to take the place
of this daily exercise.
Memorizing Scripture can
bring comfort to us on
sleepless nights, and advise

©2024 Bil Keane, inc
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Mommy! How’d you like to
see a real car under our
Christmas tree?”

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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LIFE 23 |113)108[252 (4:00) ¥ BeBe Winan's  |¥ Make or Bake Christmas (2024, Romance) % A Very Merry Beauty Salon (24) RonReaco |(05) ¥ Christmas Unwrapped (20, Drama) Marco |%- A Very Merry Beauty 30 Portent stoats
We Three Kings Jackée Harry, Jasmine Aivaliotis, Vivica A. Fox. Lee, Donna Biscoe, Tia Mowry-Hardrict. (P) Grazzini, Cherion Drakes, Amber Stevens West. Salon
FX 24 (132(136(148/(3:00) ¥ Mrs. Doubtfire |%¥* %% The Santa Clause (94) Tim Allen. %% The Santa Clause 2 ('02) Tim Allen. %% The Santa Clause 3: The Escape Clause ¥%% Why Him? 31 Help 40 Decorate
Mike & Mike & Mike & Mike & Mike & (:35) Mike &|(:10) (:45) (:20) Everybody Loves |(:55) Raymond |Seinfeld |[Seinfeld |[Seinfeld |[Seinfeld itri i
TVLAND 5 106/304 Molly Molly Molly Molly Molly Molly Raymond |Raymond [Raymond "Cookies" Raymond | "The Skit" 32 Vitriol 41 Wild
. 26 [142]114236 %% * Back to the Future Part I (1990, Comedy) ¥% %% Back to the Future (1985, Comedy) Christopher Lloyd, [#%% Back to the Future Part Il (1989, Comedy) Christopher [% Back to 33 New about
: Christopher Lloyd, Mary Steenburgen, Michael J. Fox. Crispin Glover, Michael J. Fox. Lloyd, Lea Thompson, Michael J. Fox. the Future... J , 42 Tech
PARMT 30 241|241 (4:30) ¥ %% John Wick: Chapter 2 (2017, Action) %% % John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum (2019, Action) Halle Berry, lan |(:05) ¥%%% Ocean's Eleven (2001, Comedy Drama) Matt (:45) % ersey S €Cl
Common, Laurence Fishburne, Keanu Reeves. McShane, Keanu Reeves. Damon, Andy Garcia, George Clooney. Ocean's T... Fort — Wh iZ
31/ 50 140|206 (4:10) Football SEC Championship: Teams TBA From [Scoreb-  [College Football Sun Belt Championship: Teams TBA All the action from Boxing Top Rank Boxing: Navarrete vs. Valdez 2 All the boxing .
ESPN Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta. (L) (N) oard (L) (N) |NCAA college football. (L) (N) action. (L) (N) 34 Hosp. 43 Arizona
ESPN2 32 | 54 [143(209|Scoreboard|College Baskethall Butler at Houston (L) (N) Prelims (N) [UFC 310 Prelims (L) (N) \(ollege Basketball Kentucky vs. Gonzaga (L) (N) [Football Final (L) (N) areas trl be
3 s18l671 The Card  [Sports All Blacks [FIBA United Fight Alliance [High School Football UIL: Teams TBA Action from high school football. (L) ~ [Sports FIBA United Fight Alliance
FoMw Life Stars Basketball (N, Stars Basketball 35 |_||y 44 Bygone
4 1331105 202 Chicago P.D. "The Chicago P.D. "Fight" |Chicago P.D. "New Chicago P.D. "A Better |Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. "Retread" |Chicago P.D. "Safe Chicago P.D. "Blood .
USA 3413311051242/ o Valve” Life" Place” "Unpacking" Harbor" and Honor" variety ruler
DIsC 35| 72 1820278 Expedition "Hunt for  |Expedition "Legend of |Expedition "Legend of |Expedition Unk Expedition Unk Expedition Unknown  |Expedition Unk Expedition Unk
the Metal Library" the Snake King, Part 1" |the Snake King Part 2" "Egypt's Lost Queens" | "Temple of Doom" "Nazi Secrets Revealed"
TLC 36 | 73 |183]280|1000-Ib "Limo Beans”  |1000-Ib Sisters 1000-Ib "Peas Out, Yo!" |Last Resort "More to Love: Built To Last?" (N) Sister Wives Sister "Labor of Love" [Last Resort 5 6 7 9 10 |11
38| 77 1120/269 The UnXplained UnXplained "Amazing |The UnXplained "The |The UnXplained The UnXplained (:05) The UnXplained  |(05) The UnXplained  |(05) The UnXplained
HIST “Sacred Rituals" Animal Abilities" Weird Wild West" "Deadly Cults" “Bizarre Rituals" “Monsters Among Us" "Deadly Cults"
A&E 39 [134[118[265[Storage  [Storage  [Storage  [Storage [Storage [Storage [Storage [Storage [Storage [Storage [Storage [Storage |(05)Storage (35 Storage (05 Storage][(35) Storage
HALL 0 |117]185312 (4:00) ¥ A Maple Valley (% Private Princess Christmas (Drama) Derek % Sugarplummed (2024, Drama) Janel Parrish,  [% The Christmas Quest (2024, Action) Kristoffer % Never Kiss a Man in
Christmas Peyton List. |Klena, Erica Durance, Ali Skovbye. Maggie Lawson. (P) Polaha, Einar Haraldsson, Lacey Chabert. a Christmas Sweater
35012212 (2:30)% F9 ¥ Armageddon (1998, Sci-Fi) Billy Bob Thornton, Liv Tyler, Bruce Willis. |%¥%%* Gladiator (2000, History) Joaquin Phoenix, Connie Nielsen, Russell %% Olympus Has Fallen ('13)
SYFY 41135/122\244) et Saga Crowe. Aaron Eckhart, Gerard Butler.
TBS 43 (130(139(247|Movie (:45) ¥% % Last Holiday ('06) Gérard Depardieu, Queen Latifah. |[¥%%%% A Christmas Story Peter Billingsley. Rk % k% The Wizard of 0z (‘39) Judy Garland. |(:15)?- A Chrit Story
INT 44 |131/138]2a5 (4:15) ¥%%* Django Unchained (2012, Western) Christoph Waltz, Leonardo |Collision Exciting matches, stories and action Rk Avengers: Infinity War (2018, Action) Chris Hemsworth, Josh Brolin,
DiCaprio, Jamie Foxx. featuring the world-class All Elite Wrestling roster. |Robert Downey Jr..
c 45 131|254 (4:00) ¥k % National ¥ %% Planes, Trains and Automobiles (1987, |¥*%* National Lampoon's Christmas (:15) ¥% %% National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation (1989, (% Planes,
AM Lampoon's Vacation  |Comedy) John Candy, Laila Robins, Steve Martin.  |Vacation ('89) Beverly D'Angelo, Chevy Chase. Comedy) Beverly D'Angelo, Randy Quaid, Chevy Chase. Trains &A...
[ 47 107|249[The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [#*%* Crazy Rich Asians ('18) Constance Wu. (P) [#*** Crazy Rich Asians ('18) Henry Golding, Constance Wu.
s 48 |6 (4:00) Basketball UNLV  |College Football Mountain West Championship: Teams TBA All the action {2024 MLS Cup Teams TBA Coverage of the College Basketball Wisconsin at Marquette From
Fs1 15912103t Creighton (L) (N) from NCAA college football. league's championship match. Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee.
WGN 53 307|NewsNation (L) (N) () (N)  [NewsNation (L) (N) (L) (N) lation (L) (N) Prime Prime NewsNation Prime
WE 57 128|260 NCIS " Code of Conduct” [NCIS [NCIS "Endgame” NCIS "Power Down" NCIS " Child's Play" NCIS "Faith" NCIS “Ignition” NCIS "Flesh and Blood"
FOOD 59 [153/110|231|Harry Potter Holiday Baking Championship Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Kids Baking Holiday Baking
BRAVO 60 [140129(237|Movie %% Semi-Pro ('08) Woody Harrelson, Will Ferrell.|¥«k* Step Brothers ('08) Will Ferrell. ¥ Step Brothers ('08) Will Ferrell. (:35) ¥ Semi-Pro ('08) Will Ferrell.
NICK 68 170|299|SpongeBob |Patrick SpongeBob|SpongeBob ¥ * Hotel Transylvania 2 ('15) Adam Sandler. [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends
DISN 69 | 30 [172[290[Big City  [Big City  [Bluey [Bluey (55 Bluey [Mickey  [Big City (N)[ZOMBIES [Mickey  [Ladybug [Ladybug [Phineas [Big City [ZOMBIES [Big City [Big City
0 70|32 |180l311 (3:25) ¥k %% Home (:55) ¥%* Home Alone 2: Lost in New York (1992, Children) |(:35) Frosty |(:10) Rudolph the Red- |(:15) ¥%% Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000, Children)
FREEFORM Alone Macaulay Culkin. [Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern, Macaulay Culkin. Nosed Reindeer Jeffrey Tambor, Christine Baranski, Jim Carrey.
HBO 301 300(501| 2% Get Millie Black  |(:10) To Be Announced Programming to be To Be Announced (:45) Dune: Prophecy  |(:50) To Be Announced Programming to be (:40)
announced. announced. |Somebody
(:20) The Knick "The (:15) The Knick "Where's |(:10) The Knick "They Fxx% Eye in the Sky ('15) Aaron  [(:45) ¥ White Bird in a Blizzard |(:15) ¥%%% Black Swan (2010, Drama) Mila
MAX 325 310/515 Busy Flea" the Dignity?" Capture the Heat" Paul, Alan Rickman, Helen Mirren. ('14) Eva Green, Shailene Woodley. (P) |Kunis, Vincent Cassel, Natalie Portman.
PARSHO 351/851/318]505 (4:45) ¥k %% 3:10 to Yuma ('07) (:50) ¥%* % Good Will Hunting (1997, Drama) Robin Williams, [The Agency "The The Agency "Wooden  |¥-*%x% Inglourious Basterds (2009, War) 48 49 50
Christian Bale, Russell Crowe. Ben Affleck, Matt Damon. Bends" Duck" Mélanie Laurent, Christoph Waltz, Brad Pitt.
c 375 53 (4:35) ¥k % Varsity Blues ('99) Jon  |(:25) ¥%** Planes, Trains and Rk % Scrooged ('88) Karen Allen, |(:45) ¥%% Major League (1989, Comedy) Charlie |(:35) ¥ % Leap of Faith ('92) Debra
™ 85932715 Voight, James Van Der Beek. Automobiles ('87) Steve Martin. John Forsythe, Bill Murr Sheen, Corbin Bernsen, Tom Berenger. (P) Winger, Steve Martin. 51 52 53
M - Mediacom A - Adamswells D1 - Dish
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Classifieds
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0R cALL 824-0224 vion-Fri 8-5 @ ToLLrreE 800-579-7476 ¢ rax 824-0700

WE ACCEPT

MasterCard

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

COUNTY BUILDING
INSPECTOR

Wells County Government is
accepting resumes for a
County Building Inspector.
The Wells County Commis-
sioners as the county execu-
tive are seeking to employ a
full-time county building in-
spector. This person is re-
sponsible for planning and
overseeing county construc-
tion and final inspection, un-
der the direction of the
county executive. The county
building inspector shall, sub-
ject to the policies of the
county executive, perform the
following functions and have
related experience:

Coordinates the preparation
and presentation of an annu-
al budget for the Building De-
partment; directs the
implementation of the depart-
ment's budget; plans for and
reviews specifications  for
new or replaced equipment.
Construct and establish a lo-
cal building code based off
state code requirements and
needs of the county.

Controls the expenditure of
departmental appropriations
Receives complaints, investi-
gates, and issues unsafe
building violations, nuisance
violations and  minimum
housing standards violations,
as appropriate.

Completes continuing educa-
tion classes on building
codes and practices, as
needed

Reviews the building plan for
the County.

Approves the building per-
mits, issues permits, and col-
lects the fees for the permits,
as necessary.

Issues certificates of occu-
pancy, as needed.

Maintains an effective com-
munication process with the
Commissioners.

Bachelor's  degree (B.A.
/B.S.) from a four-year col-
lege or university; and five
years related experience
and/or training; or equivalent
combination of education and
experience. CBO Certifica-
tion is required. Previous ex-
perience in building
construction or related field is
required. Previous superviso-
ry experience is required.

Starting salary for this posi-
tion is up to $70,000/yr. plus
all county benefits. Interested
applicants can send their re-
sumes to Wells County Audi-
tor, 102 W Market, Suite 205,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or
auditor@wellscounty.org. Re-
sumes will be accepted until
December 16, 2024.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS
looking to hire an individual
for fast pace jobs including
labeling, inserting and deliv-
ering bundles of newspapers.
Must be willing to work from
4 a.m.-9 a.m. Monday-Satur-
day. Some heavy lifting, and
an Indiana drivers license re-
quired. Mail resume, or fill out
an application, to News-Ban-
ner, P.O. Box 436, 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN
46714.

Public Notice

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
TO CREDITORS
ESTATE NO.
90C01-2412-ES-000004
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

WELLS COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that
BRANDON A. HATHAWAY AND
MARCUS W. HATHAWAY were on
the 2nd day of December, 2024,
appointed as Personal Represen-
tatives of the ESTATE OF TERE-
SA A. HATHAWAY, deceased,
who died on the 12th day of
November, 2024.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
Office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after decedent’s death, whichever
is earlier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

DATED AT BLUFFTON, INDI-
ANA, THIS 2nd DAY OF Decem-
ber, 2024.

Beth Davis

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT

FOR WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA
nb 12/7, 12/14
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Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
rangefor a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $58,300 - $70,500.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by Decem-
ber 27, 2024.

FOR SALE

« THIS oUT!

MICHIGAN CHRISTMAS
TREES! Tim Murray's Fresh
Cut Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Grave Blankets and
Boughs!  Also Michigan
Maple Syrup. Located at
Bummies Root Beer Stand,
1263 S. Main  Street.,
Bluffton. Open Daily at 10am
beginning Saturday, Nov. 30.
Phone: 231-920-6194.

SPECIAL!

Earn extra cash by selling
your “unwanteds” A 20-word,
line classified ad is $5 for 5
days! For sale items only.
Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner office at
125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224, or
classifieds.news-banner.com

VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,
INC. Huge Repo Sale Decem-
ber 12, 2024. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

CALL LEAFGUARD AND say
goodbye to gutter cleaning for
good. No cleaning. No leaking.
No water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get Leaf-
Guard today & be protected for
life. FREE estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total pur-
chase (Restrictions may apply.)
Call 1-866-641-9158 (1)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence & mobility with
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (1)

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-
244-7025 www.dental50plus.
com/hoosier #6258 (I)

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
& get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-855-655-7718 (1)

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV & more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup & receive
a top tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 1-877-
414-2352 today! (1)

Give the Gift
of Knowledge

From complete, up-to-date
coverage of world events
to recaps of last night's
ball games, the
newspaper provides all of
the information a person
could want and more. This
Christmas, make sure all
of your family and friends
are in the know. Stuff their
stockings, cards, bags
and boxes with a
newspaper subscription.

Nefos - Banner

824-0224

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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Difficulty: %% %

oo
©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Lottery Numbers

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5—05-11-12-13-22

Cash4Life — 02-42-43-49-51, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday — 01-05-11-19-24-30-33-34-47-
50-58-60-64-65-67-73-74-75-76-77, BE: 64

Daily Three-Midday — 04-07-06, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening — 01-00-06, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday — 05-02-09-05, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 05-07-02-04, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening — 01-02-04-07-08-13-17-25-27-
29-33-34-44-46-52-59-60-63-64-75, BE: 07

Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday):
$30.8 million

MEGA MILLIONS
16-21-33-39-45, Mega Ball: 24, Megaplier: X2
POWERBALL
Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $260 million

LINE CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES:
Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday editions: day-before by 3:30 p.m.
Saturdays: Friday by 11:30 a.m.

DECEMBER 8-15 - 2 p.m. - (Online only personal property) -
Thomas B. & Mary Lou Woodward, seller. 2016 JD 1025R die-
sel utility tractor, Frontier RT1149 tiller, 2016 Grasshopper zero
turn mower, 2020 Club Car Carryall 1700, mowers, lawn & gar-
den, patio furniture, antique & modern furniture, vintage framed
art work, lithograph prints, vintage pickle castors, glassware, col-
lectibles, more. Preview Dec. 8, 2-5 p.m., Dec. 12, 3-6 p.m., 301
N. Highland Ave., Ossian. Patrick Carter, sale manager, 260-824-
3006, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.

DECEMBER 9 - 4 p.m.- 6 p.m. ET - (Online) - Crandall Farm,
seller. Property location: Two miles northeast of Gas, IN, near
intersection of E 300 S and S 550 E, Mill Township, Grant Coun-
ty. 81.59+/- total acres, tillable, woods, recreational land, poten-
tial building sites. Tract 1: 27.59+/- acres, 18.4+/- tillable, 8+/-
woods, 1.19+/- non-tillable. Tract 2: 54+/- acres, 28.91+/- tillable,
23.34+/- woods, 1.75+/- non-tillable. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-9177,
Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management, 800-424-2324,
halderman.com.

DECEMBER 14-21 - Bidding starts closing at 1 p.m. - Pri-
vate collection, seller. 20 Marolf Ct., Fremont. Collection of
exotic taxidermy mounts (over 150), zebra & bear skins, 100’s
of antlers, fully restored antique boat motors, bow & arrows, gun
cases, hunting & camping equipment, vintage fishing lures, high-
end art work, antiques & collectibles, watches & fine jewelry,
power & hand tools, storage cabinets, household, vintage nau-
tical items, more. Preview Dec. 14, 10 a.m.-noon, Dec. 18, 4-6
p.m. Sale managers Pat Carter, 260-273-8294, Brandon Stef-
fen, 260-710-5684, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com,
260-824-3006.

BIDDING CLOSES DECEMBER 15 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - Jim
Baker, owner. AIRPLACO Pumpmaster MJ-16 concrete slab
jacking pump system including pump, mixer and tandem trailer,
concrete hole drill, Campbell Hausfeld stationary air compressor,
smoker grill, handmade rustic furniture, beautiful antique furni-
ture, Husqvarna garden tractor, 2 table saws, hand tools, power
tools, building supplies, TV, modem furniture and much more!
Preview Dec. 7, 9-10 a.m., 5388 SW. State Road 116-1, Bluffton,
IN. Pick up Dec. 17, 12-6 p.m. Full list at Towncountryauctions.
com., click Fliers. Town and Country Auctioneers/Realtors, 260-
223-7352, Shaw Real Estate & Auction, Inc., 260-824-2116.
DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - Thomas B.
& Mary Lou Woodward, seller. One of a kind picturesque real
estate offering. Outstanding 4,014 SF on 8.45 acres, 4 bedroom,
3 bath home with a 2 car detached garage. Scenic backyard with
multiple utility sheds and gazebo, Wells County. Open houses
Dec. 8 from 2-5 p.m., and Dec. 12 from 3-6 p.m., 301 N. High-
land Ave., Ossian, IN. Pat Carter, sale manager, 260-273-8294,
The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-426-0633.
DECEMBER 22-DECEMBER 31 - Bidding starts closing at
2 p.m. - Estate of Richard Gerken and others, sellers. “Out-
standing year end auction.” Very high quality art deco, mid cen-
tury modern and Art Nouveau home furnishings, International
Harvester collection, 2011 Platinum Ford F150 in pristine condi-
tion, 3,500 record albums, vintage Schwinn bicycles, advertising
memorabilia, antique gas pump, country primitives and more.
Open house Dec. 26 and Dec. 30 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S.
Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.

DECEMBER 29-JANUARY 5 - Bidding starts closing at 2 p.m.
- The Estate of Eldrid Tinkel, seller. Large antique and collect-
ible auction including country primitives, vintage farm toys, vin-
tage toy trucks, early cast iron, brass cash register, large antique
and rare collection of vintage graniteware, Fenton, Marion adver-
tising, vintage beer signs, long guns, coins. Open house Dec. 29
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and Jan. 4 from 10 a.m. to noon, 1910 N
Meridian St., Marion, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., Steffengrp.com,
260-824-3006.

Public

All Classified Line Ads
automatically appear on the
News-Banner website at
NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE!

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days
just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited
to “For Sale” and “Automotive”
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words 539
Add'l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!

Your“Guaranteed Sold" ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44
Addt'l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage
Sale Guide!

Geta FREE

GARAGE SALE KIT

when you place your Garage
Sale ad in The News-Banner for
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days

just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum). Limited to
one-item, private party only.

20 words 539
Add'I Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your“Guaranteed Sold" ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt'l Lines, 88 cents each

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s
Most Popular Daily Marketplace!

20 Words,
97

2-Month Special:
ATTENTION
GRABBERS!
Add a photo or artwork to any
ad! You can also add a headline
or other attention-getters for
less than you'd expect! Place
your ad ON-LINE and explore
the possibilities!
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Steering committee of
UWRBC will meet Monday
and Wednesday mornings

The steering committee of the Upper
Wabash River Basin Commission will
meet at 8§ a.m. Monday, Dec. 9, at the Wells
County Public library, 200 W Washington
St., in the first floor conference room. The
group will meet with State Rep. Matt Lehm-
an (R-Berne) about recent and future water-
related legislation.

The committee will hold their regular
meeting at 8 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 11, in
Room 105, the multi-purpose room on the
lower level of the Wells Carnegie Govern-
ment Annex, 223 W. Washington St. in
Bluffton.

Items on the agenda include:

* Discussion of the IFA Regional Water
Study of the Wabash Headwaters watershed
and other related legislation.

* State audit.

e Updates to the 2007 watershed man-
agement plan.

Friends of the Shelter will
meet Monday afternoon

Friends of the Shelter, the organization
that provides support for the Bluffton/Wells
County Animal Shelter, will meet at 5:30
p-m. Monday, Dec. 9, in the Council Cham-
bers on the second floor of City Hall, 128 E.
Market St.

Local Roundup

Regional Sewer District

board will meet Monday

The board of the Wells County Regional
Sewer District will meet at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 9, in Room 105, the multi-purpose
room on the lower level of the Wells Carnegie
Government Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Items on the agenda include:

* Regular reports and updates.

Ossian Town Council will
meet Monday evening

The Ossian Town Council will meet at
7 p-m. Monday, Dec. 9, at the Ossian Town
Hall, 507 N. Jefferson St. in Ossian.

Items on the agenda include:

* Department reports and updates.

* Financial matters.

¢ Continued discussion of town employ-
ee paid time off.

* Easement request from First Baptist
Church.

* Agreement for TRECS program.

* Board appointments and meeting dates.

* Approval of 2025 Salary Ordinance.

Wells County SWCD board

will meet Tuesday morning

The board of the Wells County Soil and
Water Conservation District will meet at 9
a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 10, in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Service Center at 117

'W. Harvest Road in Bluffton.
Bluffton Board of Works to

meet Tuesday afternoon

The Bluffton Board of Public Works and
Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.
10, in the Council Chambers on the second
floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Norwell school board will

meet Tuesday evening

The board of the Norwell Community
Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.
10, at Norwell High School, 1100E. U.S. 224.

* Recognition of the high school business
department.

* Financial and personnel matters.

* 2024-25 preschool handbook revisions.

* Out-of-state field trip requests.

* Recognition of outgoing board member
Gene Donaghy and Angie Topp.

Wells County Public Library

board will meet Tuesday

The board of the Wells County Pub-
lic Library will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 10, in the meeting room of the main
library, 200 W. Washington St.

Items on the agenda include:

* Regular reports and updates.

* Policy updates regarding hours, access,
board meeting, circulation and health policies.

e Cafeteria 125 plan approval.

Markle commission will
hold executive session

The Markle Redevelopment Commis-
sion will hold an executive session at 8 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 11, at the Markle Town
Hall, 154 E Morse St.

The reason cited for the executive ses-
sion is: “To conduct interviews and nego-
tiations with industrial or commercial pros-
pects or agends of industrial or commercial
prospects.”

Markle commission will
hold special session

The Markle Redevelopment Commis-
sion will hold an special session at 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 11, at the Markle Town
Hall, 154 E Morse St.

Bluffton parks board will

meet Thursday evening

The Bluffton parks board will meet at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 12, in the Council
Chambers on the second floor of City Hall,
128 E. Market St.

Items on the agenda include:

* Regular reports.

e Financial matters, donations and
grants.

* 2025 pool chemical purchase.

* Consideration of a plaque at Lancaster
Park.

Trump taps Rodney Scott to head Customs and Border Protection

By REBECCA SANTANA
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The picture of who will be
in charge of executing Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump’s
hard-line immigration and
border policies has come
into sharper focus after he
announced his picks to head
Customs and Border Pro-
tection and also the agency
tasked with deporting immi-
grants in the country illegally.

Trump said late Thurs-
day he was tapping Rod-
ney Scott, a former Border
Patrol chief who’s been a
vocal supporter of tougher
enforcement measures, for
CBP commissioner.

As acting director of
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, Trump said he
had chosen Caleb Vitello, a
career ICE official with more
than 23 years in the agency.

They will work with
an immigration leadership
team that includes South
Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem
as head of the Department
of Homeland Security; for-
mer acting Immigration and
Customs Enforcement head
Tom Homan as border czar;
and immigration hard-liner
Stephen Miller as deputy
chief of staff.

Here’s a closer look at
the picks:

Rodney Scott

Customs and Border
Protection, with its roughly
60,000 employees, falls
under the Department of
Homeland Security. It
includes the Border Patrol,
which Scott led during
Trump’s first term, and is
essentially responsible for
protecting the country’s bor-
ders while facilitating trade
and travel.

Scott comes to the job
firmly from the Border
Patrol side of the house. He
became an agent in 1992 and
spent much of his career in
San Diego. When he joined
the agency, San Diego was
by far the busiest corridor

for illegal crossings. Traffic
plummeted after the govern-
ment dramatically increased
enforcement there, but crit-
ics note the effort pushed
people to remote parts of
California and Arizona.

San Diego was also
where wall construction
began in the 1990s, which
shaped Scott’s belief that
barriers work. He was
named San Diego sector
chief in 2017.

When he was appointed
head of the border agency
in January 2020, he enthusi-
astically embraced Trump’s
policies.

“He’s well known. He
does know these issues and
obviously is trusted by the
administration,” said Gil
Kerlikowske, the CBP com-
missioner under the Obama
administration.

Kerlikowske took issue
with some of Scott’s past
actions, including his refusal
to fall in line with a Biden
administration directive to
stop using terms like “illegal
alien” in favor of descrip-
tions like “migrant,” and his
decision as San Diego sec-
tor chief to fire tear gas into
Mexico to disperse protest-
ers.

“You don’t launch pro-
jectiles into a foreign coun-
try,” Kerlikowske said.

At the time Scott defend-
ed the agents’ decisions,
saying they were being

assaulted by “a hail of
rocks.”
While Trump’s focus may

be on illegal immigration
and security along the U.S -
Mexico border, Kerlikowske
also stressed the other parts
of CBP’s mission.

The agency is responsible
for securing trade and inter-
national travel at airports,
ports and land crossings
around the country. Who-
ever runs the agency has to
make sure that billions of
dollars worth of trade and
millions of passengers move
swiftly and safely into and

out of the country.

And if Trump makes
good on promises to ratchet
up tariffs on Mexico, China
and Canada, CBP will play
an integral role in enforcing
them.

“There’s a huge amount
of other responsibility on
trade, on tourism, on cyber
that take a significant
amount of time and have a
huge impact on the econo-
my if it’s not done right,”
Kerlikowske said.

After being forced out
under the Biden administra-
tion, Scott has been a vocal
supporter of Trump’s hard-
line immigration agenda. He
has appeared frequently on
Fox News and testified in
Congress. He’s also a senior
fellow at the Texas Public
Policy Foundation.

In a 2023 interview with
The Associated Press, he
advocated for a return to
Trump-era immigration pol-
icies and more pressure on
Mexico to enforce immigra-
tion on its side of the border.

Caleb Vitello

Vitello will take over as
acting director of Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment, the agency responsi-
ble for arresting and deport-
ing migrants in the U.S. ille-
gally. A career ICE official,
he most recently was the
assistant director for fire-
arms and tactical programs.

He’s also served on the
National Security Council
and held positions at ICE
directly related to the agen-
cy’s enforcement operations.
That will be key as the agen-
cy attempts to ramp up efforts
to find and remove people in
the country illegally.

ICE has not had a Senate-
confirmed leader in years.

“I know Caleb Vitello
very well. He’s a consum-
mate professional, cares
about the mission,” said
Jason Houser, a former chief
of staff at ICE under the
Biden administration. “He’s
probably one of the smartest
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guys” on enforcement and
removal operations, Houser
said.

Houser also noted the
challenges that come with
the job.

There are a limited num-
ber of enforcement and

removal officers — the
people who actually track
down migrants and remove
them from the country. And
there’s more than a million
people with final orders of
removal, meaning they’ve
gone through the immigra-

tion process and been found
to have no right to stay in
America. But the problem
is that many of them come
from countries to which it’s
very difficult to deport peo-
ple, such as Venezuela or
Cuba, Houser said.
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PLAC E Apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
- All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

- Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429
Virtual Tours Offered
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OssianApartments.com

Seamless
Sure-Flo®ne:
5" & 6” Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

| 260-888-5062 |

www.seamlessgutter.net

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican | pREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

—
== 824-1846
*Safety Lighting «Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
+*Video Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS
2740 E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras
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We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!
B Warren ?ﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

TR
HIDEAWAY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on E for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. 824-0455

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

19y 67([(,/{ ASSISTING IN:
Sty

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning
« Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

{_ u\:? Y oFFIcE 260-824-1618 ¢ Corner of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN

ssociates

@! Remodel and Repair
~O B

'ﬂe’pair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete - Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- .
TR0
Home Healthcare. S NAELA
As your guide through T
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

) Attorney
Ossian, IN 46777

Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

«2) AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

ELDER LAW

« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

« Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

e

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

For as $
little as . PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call
THE NEWS-BANNER  824-0224

or622-4108
M‘/x M ! Jan. deadline is

@ Tues, Dec.24!




