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Two Ossian 
residents killed in 
Allen County crash

The Allen County Coroner’s 
Office has identified two Ossian 
residents as the victims of a 
Wednesday morning crash. 

Jana Denise Himes, 48, and 
Gabriel Himes, 45, died in the 
crash on Yohne Road, near 
Smith Road in Allen County. 
They were pronounced dead at 
the scene.

A news release from the Allen 

County Sheriff’s Department 
states the vehicle was located by 
construction workers “well off the 
roadway, into a wooded area.” A 
preliminary investigation indicates 
the car had approached a curve at 
high speed and continued for sev-
eral hundred feet. 

The two individuals’ deaths 
have been ruled an accident. The 
crash remains under investigation. 

Ossian Hometown 
Christmas
Various shops and churches 
in downtown Ossian gave out 
treats and decorated their shops 
with festive items Thursday 
night. Above, from left to right, 
Bryan and Nancy Buck, Vicki 
Winchester, Wiley Raborn and 
Kriegh Peterson all sing Christ-
mas songs inside Rod’s Rustics. 
At left, Linda Kelly, left, and Jan 
Williams look at items from indi-
vidual sellers inside the Ossian 
Methodist Church. Below, Vin-
cent Richman, left, and Allison 
Richman enjoy treats provided 
by the Ossian Presbyterian 
Church.  (Photos by Jonathan 
Snyder) 

NHS to recognize 
the history of its 
business department

By HOLLY GASKILL
Norwell Community Schools 

will host a special tour celebrating 
its founding business department 
members at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 10. 

The business department for-
mally began in 1968 with five men 
spearheading efforts for the school 
— Ralph Thiele, Dave Furey, How-
ard Williams, Mike Gilbert and 
Steve Lehman. All but Furey will 

attend on Tuesday. NHS business 
teacher Ron Harnish will lead a tour 
through the current department.

School board member Gene 
Donaghy said the department 
drew the attention of the state for 
its innovation, as Norwell was 
one of the first schools to incor-
porate computers. “You probably 
wouldn’t think people from India-
napolis and Fort Wayne would 

Mayor’s Open House
Mayor John Whicker held an open house at Washington Park’s Indoor Pavilion Wednesday. Above left, Carmen Schoen-
herr, left, and Pam Blessing talk while getting food. Above right Mayor Whicker talks with Rob Troxel. (Photos by Jonathan 
Snyder)

Braun announces his 
first appointments

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana Gov.-elect Mike Braun 

on Wednesday announced the first 
appointments to his forthcoming 
administration — one a former 
state representative, and the other 
a high-ranking federal defense 
official under President Donald 
Trump.

The announcements came one 
day after the incoming governor 
unveiled his first-term agenda, 
which focuses on tax relief, gov-
ernment efficiency, economic 
development, public health and 
quality of life factors like public 

safety, energy affordability and 
water cleanliness.

Braun, a Republican, picked 
Lisa Hershman as Indiana’s Sec-
retary of Management and Budget. 

The officeholder serves as the 
chief financial officer of the state, 
overseeing Indiana’s budget, 
financial management and admin-
istrative operations. 

Hershman will be responsible 
for developing Indiana’s biennial 
budget and managing state agen-
cies in finance, technology and 
shared services, and serving as 
operational oversight across secre-

Hoosier students 
pitch computer 
science solutions

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Castle High School has about 2,000 students — but just 
five counselors, says senior Rex Iannello.

Hundreds of outgoing seniors each year must fill out a 
state-mandated “Box Two” form, justifying their employ-
ability, to graduate. A supervisor must sign off on the stu-
dent’s 50 hours of service- project- or work-based service, 
even if those efforts took place years prior.

The school’s few counselors must manage the resulting 
stacks of paper.

“They have to get this sheet of paper from each student. 
… They had to decipher kids handwriting, and then they 
entered it into an Excel spreadsheet,” Iannello recounted.

He called it “strikingly inefficient.”

(Continued on Page 2)
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So he and four other 
classmates built a digital 
management system with 
guidance from their com-
puter science teacher, Derick 
Smith.

Students can use the 
same school-issued creden-
tials they’ve had since sixth 
grade to log their progress 
into a website and send the 
completed form to their 
supervisors for signatures. 
Then, it goes into a database. 
In a custom desktop applica-
tion, counselors can check 
off students who’ve com-
pleted the requirements, take 
note of those who haven’t, 
and more.

On Wednesday, the 
group — plus a videogra-
pher classmate — won the 
high school division of the 
CSforGood showcase at the 
Indiana Statehouse, held by 
Nextech.

The Indianapolis-based 
nonprofit, which aims to 
boost computer science 
access for Hoosier K-12 stu-
dents, has invited competi-
tors to show how computer 
science can be used to solve 
problems in their schools 
and communities annually 
since 2017.

More than 100 teams 
with upwards of 300 stu-
dents from schools across 
the state applied to present 
at the showcase. Thirteen 
made the cut. Three — one 
from each division — won.

The Middle School 
Division winner was Cold 
Spring School, with its 
safe smart home for elderly 
Hoosiers. The Elementary 
School Division winner was 
Clarks Creek Elementary 
School, with its attendance 
and location application.

Each winning team won 

its school a $1,000 technol-
ogy grant. Individual team 
members also earned $200.

Building computer
 science into schools

Students — some sport-
ing matching tees, others 
decked out in suits — stood 
before detailed poster-
boards on the Statehouse’s 
main floor while their par-
ents watched from behind 
thick marble columns. Judg-
es from industry, state agen-
cies and beyond asked ques-
tions and took careful notes 
as students explained their 
work.

Projects ranged from 
robotic recess aide helper 
and school bus tracker to an 
anti-bullying resource and a 
teen job finder.

“What’s so inspiring is: 
we don’t give very many 
guardrails,” Nextech Presi-
dent Karen Jung said. “… 
You start to get a better 
sense of what are the issues 
that these kids are facing 
in their community … and 
they’re the best problem 
solvers when it comes to 
these issues.”

She said that all competi-
tors must apply computer 
science problem-solving 
principles to solve chosen 
problems, although elemen-
tary school division par-
ticipants may present pro-
totypes, while high school 
division participants may 
actually build their solu-
tions.

Indiana Education Sec-
retary Katie Jenner said the 
state is a leader in this space.

“Since 2018, Indiana has 
been a national leader in 
computer science education, 
investing over $18 million 
in computer science (and) 
supporting students across 
all grade levels,” Jenner told 

the crowd, before judging 
began.

She and Jung observed 
that Indiana has adopted all 
10 model policies promoted 
by Code.org. They’re meant 
to make computer science a 
bigger part of K-12 educa-
tion, since it’s a “founda-
tional part of daily life,” per 
Code.org.

The state has K-8 stan-
dards in place, and in 
March, approved a new 
requirement: all high school-
ers must take a computer 
science course in order to 
graduate, starting with the 
class of 2029.

Jung said Indiana’s made 
great strides, but has some-
thing left.

“How do we light that 
spark within them … How 
do we get them to want to 
pursue that?” she asked. “So 
(that) it’s not just like, ‘Aw, 
I gotta take my CS class.’ 
But no, it’s like, ‘Oh, wow. 
This is amazing. And now I 
can see what a path forward 
would look like in CS.’”

The Castle High School 
team has plans for its cre-
ation.

Iannello said he hopes his 
school implements the web-
site and desktop application 
for the Box Two form, but 
noted the team could easily 
add other documents to the 
setup.

“That’s just a few more 
data points in our server 
that we can quickly, like, 
scale it up to that if needed,” 
he said. “We haven’t sold 
this to anybody yet, but we 
would love for our work to 
be used by schools in Indi-
ana.”

Nextech Programs Vice 
President Stephanie Zircher 
thanked parents, teachers 
and judges in her on-stage 

remarks, but concluded with 
praise for the young com-
petitors.

“All of you students with 
these big, bright, beautiful 
minds — we literally can-
not wait to see where you go 
as you continue to develop 
these skills and make a dif-
ference in the world, abso-
lutely and truly for good,” 
she said.
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Weather
Friday, December 6, 2024

(24-hour observations at 7:54 p.m. Thursday at FWIA)
High: 26; Low: 13; Precipitation: 0.02 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.07  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 30. West wind 10 

to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 20. Southwest 

wind around 10 mph. 
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 41. Southwest 

wind around 10 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 33. 

Southwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 51.
Sunday Night: Showers. 

Low around 41. Chance of 
precipitation is 80%.

Monday: A 40% chance 
of showers, mainly before 
1pm. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 52.

Monday Night: A 30% chance of showers, mainly after 
1am. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 35.

Tuesday: A 30% chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 40.

Tuesday Night: A slight chance of rain and snow show-
ers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 23. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 20%.

Wednesday: A 20% chance of snow showers. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 33.

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 18.
Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 31.
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come to Norwell to learn 
about computers,” Donaghy 
quipped at a Nov. 26 board 
meeting.

Donaghy initiated efforts 
to honor the department’s 
history, and the five men put 
together 11 pages document-

ing their experiences. 
The regular school board 

meeting will follow at 5:30 
p.m., also at NHS, where 
Thiele, Williams, Gilbert 
and Lehman will also be 
introduced and available for 
questions.  

holly@news-banner.com

tary verticals. In the role, she 
will also serve as the direc-
tor of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget..

Hershman — who has 
worked in both govern-
ment and private sector 
financial management — 
most recently served as 
chief management officer 
of the U.S. Department of 
Defense. That made her the 
third highest-ranking Pen-
tagon official from 2018 to 
2021, during which time 
she managed a $168 bil-
lion budget and “achieved 
record-setting savings of 
$37 billion through opera-
tional reforms,” per Braun’s 
transition team.

“Lisa Hershman’s track 
record of driving efficiency 
and innovation in both gov-
ernment and business makes 
her the ideal choice to oversee 
Indiana’s financial manage-
ment,” Braun in a statement. 
“Her experience transforming 
large organizations and deliv-
ering taxpayer savings will be 
invaluable to our state.”

A Lafayette resident, 
Hershman previously served 

on the Indiana Commission 
for Higher Education from 
2014 to 2020. In the private 
sector, she has held CEO 
positions at multiple compa-
nies. She’s qualified, too, as 
a financial expert under SEC 
rules and currently serves 
on the board of directors for 
EchoStar/Dish, a satellite 
television provider.

Hershman is also the 
wife of former GOP Indiana 
Sen. Brandt Hershman, who 
served in the state legislature 
from 2000 to 2018.

“I sincerely appreciate the 
confidence Governor-elect 
Mike Braun has placed in me 
to serve as a steward of the 
state’s financial resources. 
Through collaboration with 
his team and the General 
Assembly, we will work to 
drive efficiency, account-
ability, and innovation in 
state government,” she said 
in a Wednesday statement. 
“Together, we will work to 
ensure that every taxpayer 
dollar is spent wisely and that 
Indiana remains a national 
model for fiscal responsibility 
and effective governance.”

Also announced Wednes-

day was Braun’s appointment 
of Matthew Ubelhor as Indi-
ana’s Secretary of Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure. In that 
role, Ubelhor will be tasked 
with maintaining the state’s 
transportation, infrastructure, 
and broadband systems to 
support Indiana’s economic 
growth and quality of life for 
Hoosiers. He will also serve 
as head of the Indiana Depart-
ment of Transportation.

“Matt’s decades of expe-
rience managing complex 
operations and infrastructure, 
combined with his service in 
the Indiana House, make him 
especially qualified to lead 
our transportation and infra-
structure initiatives,” Braun 
said. “He has a servant’s heart 
and understands how to do 
more with less at a time when 
stewardship of tax dollars 
could not be more critical.” 

A former three-term 
state representative, Ubel-
hor served in the General 
Assembly from 2010 to 
2015, representing Greene, 
Martin, Daviess, and Mon-
roe counties. During his ten-
ure, he served on the Ways 
and Means Committee and 

as majority whip.
In his most recent role, 

serving as senior vice presi-
dent of Operations at White 
Stallion Energy, Ubelhor 
managed safety, produc-
tion, and cost control for 
600 workers across multiple 
sites, according to Braun’s 
transition team. He addition-
ally held leadership posi-
tions at Peabody Energy, 
where he oversaw opera-
tions, environmental com-
pliance and workforce safety 
for 700 employees.

“Fostering long-term pros-
perity for Hoosier families 
takes many forms, and I am 
excited to contribute to Gov.-
elect Braun’s efforts to shape 
the future of our transporta-
tion infrastructure,” Ubelhor 
said in a statement. “We have 
a tremendous opportunity 
ahead of us to connect Hoo-
siers in ways that will grow 
our economy and improve 
our quality of life.”

Ubelhor, who lives in 
Bloomfield in Greene Coun-
ty, began his career as an 
equipment operator before 
advancing to senior execu-
tive positions.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Gunman who shot 2 children
at a California school wrote 
about attack targeting children

OROVILLE, Calif. (AP) — A gunman 
who critically wounded two kindergart-
ners at a tiny religious school in Northern 
California was mentally ill and believed 
by targeting children he was carrying out 
“counter-measures” in response to Ameri-
ca’s involvement in Middle East violence, a 
sheriff said Thursday.

Glenn Litton used a “ruse” of pretending to 
enroll a fictitious grandson to gain entry to the 
Feather River School of Seventh-Day Adven-
tists in Oroville, Butte County Sheriff Kory L. 
Honea said during a news conference.

Litton used a handgun to shoot two kin-
dergarten boys, ages 5 and 6, who remained 
in critical condition Thursday, the sheriff 
said. Litton then used the weapon — a so-
called ghost gun, which is difficult for inves-
tigators to trace — to kill himself just yards 
(meters) from the school’s playground.

While Honea said Litton, 56, also had a 
lengthy criminal history — mostly theft and 
identity theft — authorities said they did not 
find any violent crimes on his record.

Honea said the man is believed to 
have targeted the Feather River School in 
Wednesday’s attack, though it’s unclear 
why. Litton had attended a school of Sev-
enth-Day Adventists in another town as a 
child, the sheriff said, and he possibly had 
a relative who attended Feather River as a 
young child.

But in Litton’s writings, the sheriff said, 
the suspect wrote about taking “counter-
measures” against the school in response to 

America’s involvement in violence in the 
Middle East.

Honea said Litton had similarly sched-
uled an appointment at another Seventh-
Day Adventist school, set for Thursday.

The Seventh-Day Adventist Church is 
a Christian denomination in which mem-
bers consider the Bible their only creed and 
believe that the second coming of Christ is 
near. The shooting occurred shortly after 1 
p.m. Wednesday at the private K-8 school 
with fewer than three dozen students in Oro-
ville, on the edge of the tiny community of 
Palermo, about 65 miles north of Sacramento.

Law enforcement officials have docu-
mented Litton’s history of mental illness 
back to when he was a teenager, though 
Honea said investigators have not found a 
concrete diagnosis.

In recent years, Litton searched online 
for guns and explosives and wrote notes to 
himself to plan a non-specific mass inci-
dent, though Butte County District Attorney 
Michael L. Ramsey said they were “just 
ruminations.” Litton was a convicted felon 
and therefore could not legally possess a 
firearm.

The sheriff said the 6-year-old suffered 
two gunshot wounds that caused internal 
injuries, while the 5-year-old was shot once.

“The fact that they are currently still with 
us is a miracle,” Honea said of the children, 
adding they will likely face additional sur-
geries and “have a very long road ahead of 
them, in terms of recovery.”



By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

In a split decision, 
Indiana’s Supreme Court 
justices issued an order 
Thursday evening deny-
ing requests by death row 
inmate Joseph Corco-
ran’s lawyers to delay his 
impending execution date 
and allow for his case to be 
reviewed or his sentence 
overturned. 

Corcoran, however, said 
in a recent letter to the court 
that he has “no desire nor 
wish[es] to engage in further 
appeals or litigation what-
soever.” With his “own free 
will” and “without coercion 
or promise of anything,” he 
asked the court to withdraw 
his counsel’s motions.

In the order, Chief Justice 
Loretta Rush said requests 
by Corcoran’s legal team to 
stay his execution — as well 
as petitions seeking permis-
sion to litigate late-term 
post-conviction review — 
were denied 3-2.

Justices Mark Massa, 
Geoffrey Slaughter and 
Derek Molter concurred. 
Rush and Justice Christo-
pher Goff dissented.

But a decision explain-
ing the ruling was not issued 
Thursday. Rather, Rush said 
the court “will promptly 
issue a written opinion 
explaining its reasons.” It’s 
not clear when that docu-
ment will become available.

The decision likely 
leaves Corcoran’s fate in a 
federal judge’s hands. The 
inmate’s federal defense 
attorney, Larry Komp, told 
the Indiana Capital Chron-
icle Thursday evening that 
Corcoran’s legal team plans 
to file the necessary appeal 
documents once the state’s 
high court’s opinion is 
released.

“We’re disappointed, 
but we’re certainly hope-
ful that with two dissents, 
that demonstrates how dif-
ficult these facts are,” Komp 
said. “We’re hopeful that the 
federal court will see it our 
way.”

Komp emphasized “it’s 
hard to challenge something 
when you don’t know the 
reason for it.” He said that 
Corcoran’s legal team is 
especially interested in the 
opinions of the dissenting 
justices.

“We’ll have to see what 

they say — and what the 
dissents say,” Komp con-
tinued, adding that he 
thought the state’s high 
court would at least order 
a new evaluation of Corco-
ran’s mental state and com-
petency, as the justices 
have in other death sen-
tence challenges.

“You can’t make this 
determination without full 
and fair opportunity and 
meaningful due process,” 
Komp said. “From our per-
spective, from the vote of 
3-2, Indiana has decided 
not give us a meaningful 
process and meaningful due 
process. That lack of pro-
cess, we think, will help us 
in federal court.”

In the brief order issued 
by Indiana’s Supreme 
Court, Rush noted that jus-
tices took into account the 
various filings from Corco-
ran’s attorneys and the 
state. 

She also referenced an 
affidavit sent by Corcoran 
on Nov. 22 and received by 
the court on Dec. 3.

A copy of the hand-writ-
ten letter, obtained by the 
Capital Chronicle, shows 
Corcoran’s opposition to 
any action that could take 
him off death row.

“My assigned counsel 
has petitioned this Court on 
my behalf. They seek to fur-
ther litigate this case. Their 
goal, which was explained 
to me by my counsel, is to 
delay any and all executions 
through endless litigation. 
They hope to set a precedent 
so all future death penalty 
cases can be endlessly liti-
gated, effectively putting 
an end to all executions,” 
Corcoran wrote.

“I ,  Joseph Edward 
Corcoran, do not wish to 
litigate my case further,” he 
continued. “I am guilty of 
the crime I was convicted 
of, and accept the findings 
of all the appellate courts. 
The long, drawn out appeal 
history has addressed all the 
issues I wished to appeal, 
such as the issue of compe-
tency. Therefore, I am here-
by making this statement to 
the Court through this affi-
davit: I do not wish to pro-
ceed with more and/or end-
less litigation. Thus, I urge 
this Court to not accept my 
counsel’s motion and peti-
tion to litigate further.”

Corcoran’s execution is 
currently scheduled to take 
place in two weeks, before 
sunrise on Dec. 18. 

He also gave a detailed 
recitation of what will hap-
pen.

“I understand that if this 
court rejects my counsel’s 
petition the death warrant 
will be carried out. I will 
then be put to death for 
the heinous crime I com-
mitted. I understand that 
the execution will end my 
life. I understand medically 
my heart will stop and all 
brain activity will cease … 
I understand the execution, 
in the interest of judgment, 
serves as both a punishment 
and a deterrent.”

Although Corcoran’s 
guilt is not in question, his 
long-term mental illness has 
been at the heart of efforts to 
block the execution.

So far, Corcoran has 
been unwilling to sign the 
necessary paperwork to 
initiate a clemency review 
or other avenues that could 
result in his removal from 
death row. 

The inmate’s attor-
neys point to a diagnosis 
of paranoid schizophrenia 
and delusions that he has 
about ultrasound machines 
controlling him and his 

thoughts. But attorneys for 
the state say he is competent 
to be put to death. 

Indiana Attorney General 
Todd Rokita has adamantly 
rejected requests to put the 
execution on hold.

It will be the first state 
execution since 2009 after 
officials finally obtained the 
drug necessary to carry out 
the lethal injection.

Earlier Thursday, Fort 
Wayne Republican Rep. 
Bob Morris called on Gov. 
Eric Holcomb to block 
Corcoran’s execution — and 
death sentences for Indi-
ana’s seven other death row 
inmates. It remains unclear 
what, if any, action the out-
going Republican governor 
could take to delay or over-
turn Corcoran’s death war-
rant.
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Police NotebookJimmie R. Purvis, 74
Jimmie R. Purvis, 74, of Bluffton, passed away Thursday 

morning, Dec. 5, 2024, at his residence.
Jimmie was born in Owingsville, Kentucky, on Jan. 25, 

1950, to Hobert L. and Anna H. (Riddle) Purvis. He mar-
ried Cathie Thrasher in Bluffton on Aug. 28, 1982; she sur-
vives. 

In addition to his wife, Jimmie is survived by three 
daughters, Patty (Ritchie) Carpenter of Mount Sterling, 
Kentucky, Kim (Jerry) Connett of Ossian, and Tina Roth-
geb (fiancé Ben Oxendine) of Fort Wayne; a son, James 
(Veronica) Purvis of Bluffton; two brothers, Huey Ginter 
and Glen Norman, both of Liberty Center; along with 15 
grandchildren and 30 great-grandchildren. 

Aside from his parents, he was preceded in death by a 
daughter, Teresa Harris; a brother, Eddie Norman; and a 
grandson, Paul Ward.

Visitation will be Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, from 3-7 p.m., 
at Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluffton, 
followed immediately by a funeral service at 7 p.m., also 
at the funeral home. Pastor Rick Schwartz will officiate.

Memorial contributions may be made to Riley Hospital 
for Children.

Online condolences may be shared at www.goodwin-
caleharnish.com.

OBITUARIES

Monday thru Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 11am-4pm • CLOSED Wednesday & Sunday

(260) 508-6631 • 1220 S. Main Street, Bluffton

50% Off 
Everything 
December Sale

Stop and See Our Gift Tree!

Lisa’s
A Family Fashion Closeout Company

WINTER TIME 
READY

Tune up
Heating System 

Service &  
Maintenance 
And Oh Yeah

TIRES

BLUFFTON TIRE INC.
260-824-0418  • 1308 S. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON 

WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00

Arlene E. Habegger

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton

824-3852

Calling: 1 - 8 p.m. Fri., 
Dec. 6 at the funeral home.

Funeral: 10 a.m. Sat., 
Dec. 7 at the Bluffton North 
Apostolic Christian Church.

INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 6:40 p.m., 

121 N Main St. Report of a 
man looking into windows 
and attempting to open vehi-
cles at Mt. Fuji restaurant. 
Unable to locate. 

Wednesday, 9:06 p.m., 
1414 Deerbrook Ct. Caller 
reported they hit a guardrail 
earlier in the night. Report to 
follow. 

Thursday, 2:30 a.m., 1600 
block of West Central Ave. 
Report of a missing teen girl. 

Thursday, 3:45 a.m., 628 
N Main St. Traffic stop. One 
arrested. Vehicle towed. 

Thursday, 8:50 a.m., 300 
N and SR 116. Third party 
reported a crash. Reports of 
a man with a chest injury 
and a child with a head inju-
ry. 

Thursday, 11:13 a.m., 
Bluffton High School. 
Threats of shooting on Snap-
chat.

County:
Wednesday, 8:07 p.m., 

S.R. 1 and C.R. 500 S, Bluff-

ton. Traffic stop. Two arrest-
ed. Vehicle towed. 

Wednesday, 10:54 p.m., 
Main Street and Arrowhead 
Trail, Bluffton. Traffic stop 
for vehicle following too 
closely. Jesus V. Rubio, 23, 
Fort Wayne was arrested for 
operating a vehicle with-
out receiving a license, a 
Class C misdemeanor. He 
was also cited for driving 
while suspended and follow-
ing too closely. Booked and 
released. 

Thursday, 5 a.m., C.R. 
300 W and 1000 S, Key-
stone. Road closed signs 
blown over.

Thursday, 5:06 a.m., 
Main and Silver streets. 
Picked up trash cans in road-
way. 

Thursday, 5:24 a.m., Hoo-
sier Highway and C.R. 300 
S, Bluffton. Picked up road 
barriers blown into roadway. 

Thursday, 7:21 a.m., C.R. 
200 S and Meridian Road, 
Bluffton. Several barricades 
and road closure signs blown 
down and damaged. 

Thursday, 7:51 a.m., 
S.R. 115 and C.R. 200 W. 
Report of an injured deer. 
Ran away when an officer 
approached. 

Thursday, 8:04 a.m., C.R. 
900 S and Meridian Road, 
Keystone. Vehicle slid off 
roadway, damaging bumper 
and popping tire. 

Ossian:
Thursday, 7:48 a.m., S.R. 

1 and U.S., Ossian. Officer 
brought gas to stalled driver. 

FIRES
Wednesday, 7:58 p.m., 

408 W Wiley Ave. Awning 
stuck in alley power lines, no 
arcing or sparking reported.

Wednesday, 10:01 p.m., 
1500 Clark Ave. Large 
umbrella stuck in power 
lines, no arcing or sparking 
reported.

Wednesday, 11:18 p.m., S 
SR 1 and E C.R. 500 S. Tree 
and live power line down 
across the roadway. Indiana 
State Highway Patrol set up 
roadway block at 500 S. 

ARRESTS
Kyle Wayne Souter, 42, 

Decatur; probation violation, 
a Level 6 felony. Bond not 
set. 

Da rwin  G .  Ca r i a s 
Reynoso, 26, Fort Wayne; 
driving while suspended, 
a Class A misdemeanor. 
Bond not set.

Michael Anthony Silva, 
33, Fort Wayne; dealing 
cocaine or a narcotic drug, a 
Level 3 felony, and dealing 
Xylazine, a Level 5 felony. 
Bond not set. 

Naomy Guiterrez, 24, 
Fort Wayne; dealing cocaine 
or a narcotic drug, a Level 
3 felony, and dealing Xyla-
zine, a Level 5 felony. Bond 
not set. 

Isaiah James Perry, 28, 
Bluffton; dealing cocaine 
or a narcotic drug, a Level 
3 felony, and dealing Xyla-
zine, a Level 5 felony. Bond 
not set. 

Emiro Jose Montes 
Rosales, 34, Bluffton; oper-
ating a vehicle without ever 
receiving a license, a Class 
C misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

Indiana Supreme Court declines to 
halt execution, allow for case review
Convicted murderer Joseph Corcoran told the high court justices he did not want 
to pursue further appeals, instead wishes to be executed on Dec. 18, as scheduled

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

Braun keeps education
secretary, recruits familiar 
face for commerce

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

In his second round of 
leadership picks, Gov.-elect 
Mike Braun announced 
Thursday he will retain 
Katie Jenner as Indiana’s 
education head, and bring 
on former state official 
David Adams as commerce 
secretary.

The announcement came 
one day after Braun, a 
Republican, confirmed his 
choices for the state’s next 
budget and transportation 
secretaries.

Jenner has served as 
Indiana’s secretary of edu-
cation since 2021. Braun 
lauded her leadership thus 
far, including her oversight 
over the state’s largest-ever 
investment in literacy, as 
well as her work “imple-
menting a comprehensive 
teacher supply/demand mar-
ketplace, and increasing the 
statewide graduation rate.”

Jenner ’s administra-
tion additionally launched 
Indiana’s Graduates Pre-
pared to Succeed initiative, 
which seeks to redefine how 
the state measures school 
performance and student 
achievement.

Jenner was hand-picked 
by Gov. Eric Holcomb to 
take on the role after the 
superintendent of public 
instruction position was 
eliminated by the General 
Assembly. Jennifer McCor-
mick — who ran as a Dem-
ocrat against Braun in the 
2024 gubernatorial race 
— was the last to hold that 
office. 

“Dr. Jenner’s proven 
track record of elevating 
Indiana’s education sys-
tem makes her the ideal 
choice to continue lead-
ing our state’s academic 
initiatives,” Braun said in 
a Thursday news release. 
“Her focus on literacy, 
STEM education, and 
workforce readiness aligns 
perfectly with our vision 
for Indiana’s future.”

The state’s top school 
official currently leads the 
Indiana Department of Edu-
cation and chairs the State 
Board of Education. She 
previously served as Hol-
comb’s senior education 
advisor, vice president of 
K-12 initiatives and state-
wide partnerships at Ivy 
Tech Community College, 
and held various leadership 
positions at Madison Con-
solidated Schools, in addi-
tion to being a teacher.

Braun’s transition team 
said Jenner will focus on 
college and career readiness, 
improved literacy and math 
outcomes, universal school 
choice, and an increase in 
teacher base pay — all part 
of his incoming administra-
tion’s agenda.

“I am grateful to Gov-
ernor-elect Braun for the 
opportunity to continue 
serving Indiana’s students, 
educators, and families as 
Secretary of Education,” 
Jenner said in a statement. 
“Over the past several 
years, we have made sig-
nificant strides in expanding 
educational opportunities 
and ensuring our students 
are prepared for success in 
the classroom and beyond. 
Working together with 
Governor-elect Braun, our 
dedicated teachers, school 
leaders, the General Assem-
bly and stakeholders across 
the state, we will build upon 

this progress while address-
ing the evolving needs of 
our education system. I look 
forward to advancing this 
vital mission in the years 
ahead.”

Separately, Adams is 
slated to become Indiana’s 
next secretary of commerce. 
He’ll be tasked with leading 
Indiana’s job creation and 
business growth initiatives. 
That entails “driving eco-
nomic opportunity for the 
state and fostering an entre-
preneurial environment for 
innovation,” Braun’s transi-
tion team noted. 

Adams, who previously 
served as the state’s com-
missioner of workforce 
development, “brings exten-
sive experience in economic 
development, innovation, 
and business growth,” 
Braun’s team said.

“David’s proven track 
record of driving econom-
ic growth and innovation 
makes him the ideal choice 
to lead Indiana’s commerce 
initiatives,” Braun said. “His 
experience in workforce 
development to drive eco-
nomic growth, combined 
with his successful entrepre-
neurial business track record 
and ability to attract major 
investments, will help accel-
erate Indiana’s economic 
momentum.”

Adams was appointed 
to run the Department of 
Workforce Development in 
August 2022 but departed 
eight months later. The 
release at the time didn’t say 
why he was leaving but said 
he would serve instead on 
the Governor’s Workforce 
Cabinet.

Braun emphasized that, 
under Adams’ leadership 
as workforce develop-
ment commissioner, Indi-
ana’s workforce ranking 
in CNBC’s “America’s 
Top States for Business” 
improved from 48th to 
14th. 

Earlier, under former 
Gov. Mitch Daniels, Adams 
led the turnaround and 
merger of Indiana’s nearly 
$50B pension systems.

He previously served as 
chief innovation officer at 
the University of Cincinnati, 
where he led the develop-
ment of the Cincinnati Inno-
vation District that became 
Ohio’s model for economic 
development, per Braun’s 
team.

Adams was also a found-
ing member of the leader-
ship team for i2 Technolo-
gies, a software company 
that specialized in supply 
chain management. The 
company was sold in 2010. 
He currently serves on the 
Purdue Research Founda-
tion board and is a Forbes 
contributing writer.

“Governor-elect Braun’s 
vision for our state’s eco-
nomic future is bold and 
one that I look forward to 
supporting as Secretary of 
Commerce,” Adams said in 
a statement. “His business 
career gives him a unique 
perspective of workforce 
development and economic 
prosperity, and while we 
have great momentum as 
a state, there is more work 
to be done. We have an 
opportunity ahead of us to 
recruit and build a talent 
pipeline, and I look forward 
to working with Governor-
elect Braun and the General 
Assembly to take our state 
to new heights.”
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By The Associated Press
Today is Friday, Dec. 

6, the 341st day of 2024. 
There are 25 days left in the 
year.

Today in history: On 
Dec. 6, 1865, the 13th 
Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, abolishing 
slavery, was ratified as 
Georgia became the 27th 
state to endorse it.

Also on this date:
In 1907, the worst min-

ing disaster in U.S. history 
occurred as at least 361 men 
and boys died in a coal mine 
explosion in Monongah, 
West Virginia.

In 1917, more than 
1,700 people were killed 
when an explosives-laden 
French cargo ship, the 
Mont Blanc, collided with 
the Norwegian vessel Imo 
at the harbor in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, setting off a 
blast that devastated the 

Canadian city.
In 1923, a presidential 

address was broadcast on 
radio for the first time as 
Calvin Coolidge spoke to 
a joint session of Congress.

In 1957, America’s first 
attempt at putting a satellite 
into orbit failed as Vanguard 
TV3 rose about four feet off 
a Cape Canaveral launch 
pad before crashing down 
and exploding.

In 1969, a free concert 
by The Rolling Stones at 
the Altamont Speedway 
in Alameda County, Cali-
fornia, was marred by the 
deaths of four people, 
including one who was 
stabbed by a member of 
the Hells Angels Motorcy-
cle Club that was hired to 
provide concert security.

In 1973, House Minority 
Leader Gerald R. Ford was 
sworn in as vice president, 
succeeding Spiro T. Agnew.
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The GOP’s slim majority
 in the House

Republicans boasting about their great election 
mandate may want to hold the euphoria. As the final 
results trickle in from the late state of California, the 
GOP looks set to have the narrowest House majority in 
more than a century.

In the latest race to be called, Republican Rep. 
Michelle Steel lost her Orange County seat, while Rep. 
John Duarte now trails his Democratic challenger in 
his Fresno-area district. If Mr. Duarte loses, Republi-
cans would hold nine of 52 House seats in the Golden 
State. The Democratic gerrymander in California, plus 
those in New York (19-7 Democratic to GOP seats), Il-
linois (14-3) and Massachusetts (9-0), mean four states 
will deliver 85 of the Democratic total of 215 seats. 
The GOP could have as few as 220.

One message is that while voters rejected the Biden-
Harris Administration, their support for Republicans is 
provisional. The GOP did better in the Senate, gain-
ing a three-seat edge. But they narrowly lost winnable 
seats in Wisconsin, Michigan and Nevada despite 
fielding strong candidates.

Another message is that the GOP has about a year 
to get anything done. The party is likely to lose the 
House in 2026, if midterm history is any guide, and 
the partisan Senate map is challenging. The GOP had 
better pass legislation it wants in 2025 before Member 
attention turns to political survival in 2026.

This will require House Republicans in particular 
to stick together as they haven’t in years. Matt Gaetz 
will be out of Congress, saints be praised, but other 
performance artists are still around to blow things up 
and blame everyone else. Perhaps Donald Trump can 
keep them in line behind Speaker Mike Johnson. But 
factionalism will mean the end of a functioning major-
ity and guaranteed defeat in 2026.

THe WALL STReeT JOURNAL
Distributed by The Associate Press

Today in History

Tariffs and trade are rarely explained in a way 
everyone can understand, and we should blame econo-
mists for that. There are a few important points that 
every adult should know.

Tariffs are taxes levied on imported goods and 
services. Our constitution requires 
Congress to vote on all tax changes, but 
Congress gave special powers to the 
president to set tariffs under a “national 
security” claim. So, as long as the presi-
dent claims the tariffs are designed to 
reduce the risk to national security, he 
can set tariffs.

This presidential power was created in 1962 and 
has been used only a few times. President-elect Trump 
imposed very broad tariffs in 2018, and President 
Biden continued them throughout his presidency.

Because these tariffs are not subject to normal pol-
icy debates, few Americans know about their effects. 
That’s a pity because it permitted Trump to impose 
heavy and costly tariffs and allowed Joe Biden to keep 
them.

Tariffs are designed with the hope of pushing down 
our trade deficit, but they don’t have any effect on 
our trade deficit. The size of the American trade defi-
cit — how much more we import than export — is 
exclusively the result of the sav-
ings rate, or how much more we 
spend than we produce.

It turns out that the U.S. sav-
ings rate is primarily affected by 
our federal budget deficit. You 
see, our federal budget deficit 
is caused by collecting fewer 
tax dollars than we spend each 
year. It is a classic example of 
spending more than we earn. To 
finance that, we sell Treasury 
bonds. This is a type of borrow-
ing that reduces our national sav-
ings rate.

In short, Americans are buy-
ing more than we produce, and 
that has caused our trade deficit.

American citizens buy up 
about a third of the federal deficit each year in the 
form of bonds. These bonds are held by retirement 
accounts and pension funds as a safe investment, so 
we are lending money to our own government. But, 
for every dollar that we borrow from outside the U.S. 
each year, American net imports must increase by a 
dollar.

For example, last year, our federal deficit was about 
$1.4 trillion, and roughly $1 trillion was financed by 
foreigners buying U.S. treasuries. As a consequence, 
the trade deficit was roughly $1 trillion. This is what 
mathematicians call an identity, such as 2+2=4.

Unless we collect enough money in tariffs to pay 
down the debt, tariffs will have no affect on our trade 
deficit. As long as we run federal budget deficits, we 
will have a trade deficit, and every American should 
understand that relationship.

Tariff rates would need to be about 150 percent to 
eliminate the budget deficit — if we still bought the 
same number of goods from overseas.

Now, tariffs can affect what we buy, and from 

whom we buy it. So, tariffs on the 
People’s Republic of China would push 
domestic firms and consumers to buy 
goods or services from other countries. 
This happens because of the price effect 

of tariffs. Tariffs will 
increase the price Ameri-
cans pay on imported 
goods. You cannot 
control the incidence of 
taxation.

No matter what laws 
you pass, or what claims 

you make about a tax, the entity that pays 
a tax on trade is determined by economics, not legisla-
tion. The relative responsiveness to price of the buyer 
and seller determines who pays the tax.

We are a rich country, importing relatively inex-
pensive items from overseas, so our price sensitivity is 
very low relative to our suppliers. As a consequence, 
American consumers will pay most of the tariff costs.

Ironically, retaliatory tariffs on American exporters 
can be very damaging. We export lots of commodities 
— think soybeans, corn and oil. These products are 
produced in many places, so it is very easy for a coun-
try upon whom we place a tariff to retaliate by placing 

a tariff on our soybeans, corn and 
oil. In that case, almost all the tariffs 
will be paid by American farmers 
and oil producers.

Trade wars are not easy to win, 
and they are darned near impossible 
to win for rich countries that export 
commodities. We lost the last one 
and will lose the next one. And by 
“we,” I mean all of us, though the 
cost will be more heavily born by 
U.S. farmers and manufacturers who 
import parts to assemble here.

That is why the Midwest, with 
its farms and factories, was so badly 
hurt by the 2018 round of tariffs.

Trump’s proposed tariffs will 
cause the cost of products to rise in 
the U.S., and at least one estimate 

from the Tax Foundation estimates the cost at more 
than $2,000 per household each year. That would 
make this the largest inflation-adjusted tax increase in 
U.S. history.

The burden of tariffs will also fall most heavily on 
younger and poorer households. They buy a dispro-
portioned share of goods, such as cars, appliances, 
consumer electronics and home construction materi-
als.

Tariffs played such a large role in the Trump cam-
paign that arguing against them is pointless. What 
would be best for the U.S. is to experience them 
quickly and in full. We should immediately proceed to 
levy a 20 percent tariff on all imports and 60 percent 
on Chinese imports, as Trump said he would do.

As we learn of the consequences, we should recall 
Benjamin Franklin’s adage that experience is a costly 
school, but the fool will learn in no other way.

Michael Hicks is the George and Frances Ball 
Distinguished Professor of Economics and the director of the 

Center for Business and Economic Research at Ball State 
University. • cberdirector@bsu.edu

Time to learn a real-world 
lesson from tariffs

Michael 
Hicks

Hoosier
Opinions

Post-Election Developments - a look through cartoonists’ eyes...

Tariffs were the subject of some 
angst in this brief found in a 1903 
edition of the Bluffton Chronicle.
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Drawing the line with an ex
Dear Annie: My wife of 19 years 

still to this day keeps in contact with 
her ex-boyfriend from high school.

They dated all through high school, 
and after they broke up, he ran her 
through the mud by spreading rumors 
about her to all her friends and then 
wrote a long letter to her stating how 
she was a slut.

Fast-forward many years, when we 
had just gotten married, and by some 
strange accident, they reconnected. 
I told her I did not like her communi-
cating with him because he doesn’t 
respect me or our marriage. He used to 
call her at 2 or 3 a.m. to talk to her and 
even asked her to go on vacation with 
him.

Recently, I found out she asked him 
to come to a music festival that she was 
attending with some of my friends. I 
was furious at the fact that she knew I 
would not approve, yet she did it any-
way. I stated to her once more that he 
does not respect me and that she isn’t 
respecting my wishes. She brushed it 
off as no big deal. What should I do? 
— Frustrated About Wife

Dear Frustrated: Well, I certainly 
don’t blame you for being frustrated! 
If your wife wanted to stay friends with 
her ex, then she should have spoken to 
you about some ground rules. Speak-
ing to him in the middle of the night or 
behind your back is disrespectful to you 
and the marriage that you have built 
with her.

Calmly express to her your point of 
view, and share some specific requests 
that would make you more comfort-
able with the relationship. For exam-
ple, maybe you want to be included 
when the two of them see each other, 
or maybe you want to be in the room 
when she talks to him on the phone. 
Or maybe you should tell her that she 
should not be talking to him in the mid-
dle of the night. Seriously, you have to 
put up with that?

If she’s not willing to compromise on 
her relationship with her ex, then she’s 

c o m p ro m i s i n g 
your marriage. 

Dear Annie: 
Every year, my 
brother and sis-
ter-in-law create 
a calendar with 
pictures for the 
whole family. 
The calendar also 
lists all of our 
family birthdays 
and anniversaries. 

My mom just 
passed away. 
Of course, we’ll 
inc lude  pho-
tos of her in the 2025 calendar, but 
should we continue to list her birthday 
and marriage anniversary? Part of me 
thinks that my dad would not want to 
be reminded of his loss, while another 
part of me thinks he’ll be insulted if we 
remove the dates. He’s so emotional 
right now that I hate to ask him. 

Thoughts? — Calendar Conundrum
Dear Calendar Conundrum: First 

off, I’m so sorry for your loss.
Whether you include these dates or 

not, your father will no doubt be think-
ing of your mom and grieving what 
would have been special days together 
if she were still alive.

Your brother and sister-in-law 
should make the calendar for this year 
as they usually would, with your moth-
er’s birthday and wedding anniversary 
included. This will serve as a reminder 
that, although she is gone, she is never 
forgotten.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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Good works are not 
a means of salvation

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | November 30 - December 6, 2024    | 15 Friday prime time

12/06 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Life Today 
with 

Robert 
Jeffress 

Truths 
That 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

S.W.A.T. "Home" (N) Fire Country "False 
Alarm" (N) 

Blue Bloods
"Entitlement" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Hawaii Five-0 "Hana 
Lokomaika'i" 

Hawaii Five-0 "Na hala 
a ka makua" 

Magnum P.I. "Dead 
Man Walking" 

Magnum P.I. "Evil 
Walks Softly" 

Magnum "Remember 
Me Tomorrow" 

Magnum P.I. "Shallow 
Grave, Deep Water" 

Magnum P.I. "The Long 
Sleep" 

Magnum P.I. "Close to 
Home" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

College Football American Athletic Conference Championship: Teams TBA All the action 
from NCAA college football. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:05) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer 

(:15) Happy' 
(N) 

(:45) Lopez 
vs (N) 

(:15) Dateline NBC News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago Fire Chicago Fire Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

Goldbergs 
"Airplane!" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "I Think She's 
Lying, so I Hit Her" 

TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 
News (N) 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Children 
Ruin (N) 

Children 
Ruin (N) 

Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
In Their Own Words 
"Pope Francis" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

PrimeTime
(N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

W Nelson Celebrating the 12-time Grammy Award 
winner's contributions to popular culture and music.

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
In Their Own Words 
"Pope Francis" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

We Remember: Songs 
of Survivors 

Craft in America
"Music" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

To Be Announced College Football Mountain West Championship: Teams TBA All the action from NCAA 
college football. (L) (N) 

Local Programming Neighbor 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < Merry Liddle 
Christmas Wedding 

< Merry Liddle Christmas Baby (‘21, Com.-Dra)
Thomas Cadrot, Bresha Webb, Kelly Rowland. 

<++ Almost Christmas (2016, Comedy Drama) Gabrielle 
Union, Mo'Nique, Danny Glover. 

< Let's Meet Again on Christmas 
Eve (‘20) Brooks Darnell, Kyla Pratt. 

<++ Almost 
Christmas 

FX 24 132 136 148 (3:00) < Movie < Movie < Movie < Movie

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E! 26 142 114 236 
The Office The Office The Office 

"Work Bus" 
The Office The Office

"The Boat"
The Office The Office The Office The Office 

"Lice" 
The Office The Office The Office Snoop Dogg's

"Countdown to 'I Do'" 
Tia & Tamera

PARMT 30 241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ The Town (2010, Thriller) Rebecca Hall, Jon Hamm, Ben Affleck. <+++ John Wick (2014, Action) Michael Nyqvist, 
Alfie Allen, Keanu Reeves. 

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

WNBA (L)
(N) 

NBA (L) (N) Courtside (L) (N) /(:45) NBA Basketball Milwaukee Bucks at 
Boston Celtics From TD Garden in Boston. (L) (N) 

(:05) NBA Basketball Minnesota Timberwolves at Golden State 
Warriors From Chase Center in San Francisco. (L) (N) 

(:35) 
SportCtr 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 The 5th Set (L) (N) Basketball Georgetown at West Virginia (L) (N) The 5th Set (L) (N) Big 12 Championship 

FDMW 33 418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory FIBA 

Basketball 
All Blacks Golf Life Breaking 

Par 
In the 
Spotlight 

Focused United Fight UFA 398: 
Red Owl Boxfest XI 

United Fight Alliance United Fight Alliance All Blacks All Blacks 

USA 34 133 105 242 
Chicago Fire "What I 
Saw" 

Chicago Fire "Fault in 
Him" 

Chicago Fire "Move a 
Wall" 

SmackDown Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment display their skills as rivalries play out in t..

Scare 
Tactics (N) 

Hysteria! "Heaven's on 
Fire" (SF) (N) 

(:45) Law & Order: SVU
"Control" 

(:50) Law & 
Order: SVU 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
Gold Rush "Quicksand" Gold Rush "The 

Disappearing Pay Layer" 
Gold Rush "Rick Ness 
Comes Clean" 

Gold Rush (N) (:05) Last W. "Fowl Play"
(N) 

(:05) Backyard Gold "Big 
Dollar Beaches" 

(:05) Gold Rush-Res.
"Monsoon Millions" 

Gold Rush

TLC 36 73 183 280 Sister Wives 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day "More to Love: A Separate Peace" (N) 90 Day (N) Last Resort 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST 38 77 120 269 
Aliens "The Mystery of 
Mount Shasta" 

UnBelievable 
"Outlandish Inventions" 

UnBelievable "Bizarre 
Deaths" 

UnBelievable "Fantastic 
Beings" 

UnBelievable "Unusual 
Places" (N) 

(:05) Mysteries 
Unearthed (N) 

(:05) UnBelievable
"Unusual Rituals" 

(:05) UnBelievable 
"Unusual Places" 

A&E 39 134 118 265 The First 48 "M.I.A." The First 48 The First 48 First 48: Tracking (N) Cold Case Files (N) To Be Announced (:05) The First 48 (:05) First 48: Tracking 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < 'Tis the Season 
to Be Merry 

< To Have and To Holiday (2024, Romance)
Robert Bazzocchi, Madeleine Arthur, Eric Close. 

< Private Princess Christmas (Drama) Derek 
Klena, Erica Durance, Ali Skovbye. (P) 

< Debbie Macomber's Joyful Mrs. Miracle (‘24)
Pascal Lamothe-Kipnes, Rachel Boston. 

< Christmas at the 
Plaza 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(4:30) Movie Movie to be announced. <++ F9 The Fast Saga (2021, Action) Michelle Rodriguez, Jordana 

Brewster, Vin Diesel. 
<++ Armageddon (1998, Sci-Fi) Billy Bob Thornton, Liv Tyler, Bruce Willis. 

TBS 43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++ Last Holiday (‘06) Queen Latifah. (P) <+++ Drumline (‘02) Zoe Saldaña, Nick Cannon. Movie 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
(3:40) <+++ Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017, Sci-
Fi) Carrie Fisher, Adam Driver, Mark Hamill. 

(:55) <++ Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (2019, Sci-Fi) Mark Hamill,
Adam Driver, Carrie Fisher. 

Rampage Ep. 177 -
Rampage 12/6/2024 (N) 

<+++ Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (2016, 
Sci-Fi) Diego Luna, Alan Tudyk, Felicity Jones. 

AMC 45 131 254 
(4:00) <++ Ghostbusters II (‘89) Dan 
Aykroyd, Bill Murray. 

<+++ Trading Places (1983, Comedy) Eddie Murphy, Ralph 
Bellamy, Dan Aykroyd. 

<+++ Die Hard (1988, Action) Alan Rickman, Bonnie Bedelia, Bruce Willis. <+++ Gremlins (‘84) 
Zach Galligan. 

COM 47 107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
Speak Joy Taylor, Keyshawn Johnson and Paul 
Pierce discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

NFL Films 
Presents 

The Joel 
Klatt Show

College Hockey Michigan at Minnesota Coverage of men's 
college hockey action. (L) (N) 

Pokerstars Big Game 
on Tour 

TMZ 
Sports 

TMZ 
Sports 

College 
Football 

WGN 53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE 57 128 260 (4:30) 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Broken" Love After Lockup "High Risk Lies" Love After Lockup Love After Lockup Love After Lockup "High Risk Lies" Love After 

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 (4:30) <++ Shrek the Third The Grinch <+++ Shrek (‘01) Mike Myers. <+++ Shrek 2 (‘04) Mike Myers. <++ Shrek the Third (‘07) Mike Myers.
NICK 68 170 299 (4:30) < Movie < Movie Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Bluey Kiff Movie < Mickey's Once Upon ... (:10) Big City (:35) Big City Primos Primos Place Place Big City Big City 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(3:00) < 
Disney's A... 

<+++ Home Alone (1990, Children) Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern, Macaulay 
Culkin. 

<++ Home Alone 2: Lost in New 
York (‘92) Joe Pesci, Macaulay Culkin.

Disney All-new musical performances from Walt 
Disney World Resort and Disneyland Resort. 

< The Cricket on the 
Hearth Owen Moore. 

HBO  301 300 501 
(4:55) Dune: Prophecy <+++ Pretty Woman (1990, Romance) Julia 

Roberts, Ralph Bellamy, Richard Gere. 
<+++ Superman (1978, Adventure) Gene Hackman, Marlon 
Brando, Christopher Reeve. 

(:25) <+++ Jurassic Park (1993, Adventure) Laura 
Dern, Jeff Goldblum, Sam Neill. 

(:35) < Lost 
World: Jur... 

MAX  325 310 515 
(4:55) <++ Serendipity (‘01) Kate 
Beckinsale, John Cusack. 

(:25) <+ Red Dawn (‘12) Josh Peck,
Josh Hutcherson, Chris Hemsworth. 

<++ Crank (‘06) Amy Smart, Jose 
Pablo Cantillo, Jason Statham. 

<+ Crank: High Voltage (‘09) Amy 
Smart, Jason Statham. 

(:05) <++ Stone (‘10) Edward 
Norton, Robert De Niro. 

(:50) < Hobo 
With a Sh... 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:00) < 
There Will... 

(:50) < The Dead Don't Hurt (2023, Drama) Viggo Mortensen,
Solly McLeod, Vicky Krieps. 

The Agency "The 
Bends" 

The Agency "Wooden 
Duck" 

To Be Announced <+++ The Italian Job (‘03) Charlize 
Theron, Mark Wahlberg. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:45) <+ The Preppie Connection 
(‘15) Lucy Fry, Thomas Randall Mann. 

< Vindicta (2023, Thriller) Jeremy 
Piven, Sean Astin, Elena Kampouris. 

<+++ Tale of Tales (2015, Fantasy) Vincent 
Cassel, Toby Jones, Salma Hayek. 

(:15) <++ Sasquatch Sunset (‘24)
Jesse Eisenberg, Riley Keough. 

(:45) <++ El Chicano (‘18) George 
Lopez, Aimee Garcia, Raúl Castillo. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Why will 
people be judged for the 
things they do when we 
can’t help that we are sin-
ners? Even the Bible says 
we’re born that way. – J.S.

Answer: The great 
London preacher Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon was 
once the guest of a man 
who made his virtues the 
chief topic of conversa-
tion; but his virtues were 
all of the negative kind, 
consisting of the bad 
things he had not done. 
Disgusted with the man’s 
self-righteousness, Spur-
geon said, “Why, man, 
you are simply a bundle 
of negatives. You don’t 
drink, you don’t gamble, 
you don’t swear. What in 
the name of goodness do 

you do?”
We know that, 

fundamentally, salva-
tion is not of works. 

But in stressing this phase 
of the Gospel, too many 
have neglected to empha-
size the fact that we will 
be judged more accord-
ing to the good we have 
left undone than for the 
evil we have done. Good 
works are not a means of 
salvation because we are 
saved by grace through 
faith. We are saved only 
on the grounds of the 
death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. But our good 
works are an evidence of 
salvation; and if we fail to 
do all the good we can, to 
all the people we can, at 
any time we can, by any 
means we can, we will be 
condemned at the judg-
ment bar of God. And we 

forget that we are to strive 
– and pray – to be more 
like Christ. His virtues are 
worthy of our obedience 
and practice. The most 
important thing we can do 
in this life is receive Christ 
and live for Him.

The Bible says, “Put 
on tender mercies, kind-
ness, humility, meekness, 
long-suffering; bearing 
with one another, and for-
giving one another. … But 
above all these things put 
on love. … And let the 
peace of God rule in your 
hearts … and be thankful” 
(Colossians 3:12–15).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

Chevrolet, Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, RAM

NEW NAME,
SAME GREAT SERVICE!

FORMALY HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE

WWW.FREEDOMCHRYSLERDODGEJEEPRAMBLUFFTON.COM
WWW.FREEDOMCHEVROLETBLUFFTON.COM

Chrysler, Dodge
Jeep, RAM

260-824-1931
Chevrolet

260-824-0900

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

Be Summer Ready

• RV’s • Golf Carts • ATV’s

Powerful Sound For 
OFF-Road Adventure

The Best On The Water. 
Loud & Clear!

• Sound Systems for boats

Bluffton tops Wayne 
in road wrestling match

Bluffton won a road wrestling contest at 
Wayne Thursday night.

The Tigers took care of business with no 
problem, winning 63-12.

Individual results:
• Will Frettinger (B) won by forfeit at 

106.
• Christian Herrada (B) won by forfeit at 

113.
• Asher Kinsey (B) won by forfeit at 120.
• Levi Johns (B) won by forfeit at 126.
• Orein Kahn (B) won by forfeit at 132.
• Parker Barnes (B) won by fall over 

Samr Hammad at 138.
• Double forfeit at 144.
• Parker Nash (B) won over Conner H. 

by fall at 150.
• Nick O. (W) won by fall over Landon 

Gearheart by fall at 157.
• Bryce Patrick (B) won by fall over Josh 

C at 165.
• Pierceton Morgan (B) won by fall over 

Carmanni Addison at 175.
• Tavin Frees (B) won by fall over Raiel 

Dupuis at 190.
• Jayden Busche (W) won by fall over 

Jake Boots at 215.
• Connor Landis (B) won by decision 8-4 

over Jordan Sell at 285.
Bluffton will host Alexandria-Monroe at 

6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 10.

Tigers sweep four teams in 
meet with Fort Wayne teams

Bluffton won all four swim competitions 
at home, facing off against Bishop Luers 
and Blackhawk Thursday night.

The boys’ team won 166-20 over Bishop 
Luers and 166-76 over Blackhawk, while 
the girls won 147-17 over Bishop Luers and 
147-76 over Blackhawk.

The boys were led by Braden Lem-
ler with a perfect 16 points. Event win-
ners include Noah Brooks, Isaac Wheeler, 
Braden Lemler, Athan King, Evan Klop-
fenstein, Griffin Linderwell, Wes Frettinger, 
Lincoln Rodgers and Jackson Meyer. Events 
were not specified at the time of publication.

Individual winners
Girls
• Tess Frauhiger, Libby Arnett, Ellie 

Coyne and Kierstynn Reed in the 200-yard 
medley relay.

• Coyne in the 200-yard freestyle and in 
the 100-yard breaststroke.

• Anna Zurcher in the 200-yard IM.
• Emily Hansen in the 50-yard freestyle.
• Adalynn Fiechter in the diving events.
• Frauhiger in the 100-yard butterfly and 

in the 100-yard backstroke.
• Reed in the 100-yard freestyle.
• Zurcher, Frauhiger, Chloe Bredemeyer 

and Reed in the 200-yard freestyle relay.
• Coyne, Bredemeyer, Hansen and 

Zurcher in the 400-yard freestyle relay.
Bluffton will be back at home against 

Adams Central at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 
10.

Knights take down Lions 
in boys’, girls’ swimming

Norwell swept the Northeast 8 Confer-
ence swim battle with Leo at home Thurs-
day night.

The Knight boys won 121-62, while the 
girls won 138-45.

Individual winners:
Boys

• Braden Hoag, Colten Strunk, Kale Mer-
edith and Ethan Williamson in the 200-yard 
medley relay.

• Gage Reinhard in the 200-yard free-
style.

• Evan Swallow in the 200-yard IM.
• Strunk in the 50-yard freestyle and in 

the 100-yard butterfly.
• Ben Peterson in the diving events.
• Meredith in the 100-yard freestyle and 

in the 100-yard breaststroke.
• Williamson in the 500-yard freestyle.
• Peterson, Williamson, Reinhard and 

Strunk in the 200-yard freestyle relay.
• Parker McCartney, Williamson, Rein-

hard and Meredith in the 400-yard freestyle 
relay.

Girls
• Annalise Cornett, Emerson Meredith, 

Marlee Meredith an Cassie Coyne in the 
200-yard medley relay.

• Karrigan Melcher in the 200-yard free-
style.

• Coyne in the 200-yard IM and in the 
100-yard freestyle.

• Cornett in the 50-yard freestyle and in 
the 100-yard backstroke.

• Emerson Meredith in the diving events 
and in the 500-yard freestyle.

• Marlee Meredith in the 100-yard butter-
fly and in the 100-yard breaststroke.

• Emma Easley, Coyne, Olivia Daniel 
and Marlee Meredith in the 200-yard free-
style relay.

• Melcher, Cornett, Easley and Emerson 
Meredith in the 400-yard freestyle relay.

Norwell will host NE8 foe Bellmont at 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 10.

Knights, Tigers split middle 
school boys’ hoops games
Norwell and Bluffton-Harrison middle 

schools split their boys’ basketball games 
Thursday night.

In the eighth grade game, the Tigers 
won 42-34, improving to 6-1 on the sea-
son. The Tigers were led by Vince Lam-
bert with 15 points and was 4-4 from three, 
Maddox White (12), Chase Kistler (12) and 
nine rebounds, Ethan Ribich (3) and Wyatt 
Holmes had 10 rebounds.

Norwell was led by Landon Clark with 10 
points, Maddux Thornton (6), Benji Lukins 
and Titus Jacob (5), Griffin Bailey (4) and 
Cody Waldman and Ben Captain (2).

The Knights won the seventh grade game 
43-33 and improved to 7-1 on the season. 
The Knights were led by Wes Dafforn with 
15 points, Oakley Bryant (6), Gabe Gerber 
(9) Jace Reinhard (8) and Blake Fuess (5).

The Tigers’ loss pets them at 5-2 on the 
season. They were led by Davin Drayer with 
16 points and nine rebounds, Riker Beste 
(7), Easton Schipper (5), Kreigh Ault (3) 
and Simeon Terry (2).

Tigers’ middle school 
girls split with Summit

The Bluffton-Harrison Middle School 
teams split Summit on Wednesday.

The eighth grade team remained perfect 
with a 5-0 record, winning 35-13. Audrey 
Mechling led the Tigers with 12 points, 
Josie Nash seven, Anna Hartman and Khloe 
Gehrett (4), Gracie Jellison (3) and Aria 
Westlund and Averie Patton (2).

The seventh grade team lost 33-20 and 
fell to 3-2 on the season. Adrienne Small-
man scored nine points to lead the team, 
followed by Averie Pearson (3) and Olivia 
Brown, Cheyenne Sonnigsen, Myah Marin, 
Alaya Reinhard (2).

Sports Roundup

By RYAN WALKER
Bluffton imposed its will for the sixth 

straight game, this time at the expense of 
Blackford 73-20 at The Tiger Den Thursday 
night.

A much depleted Bruins (1-6) squad 
rolled in after taking the Tigers 41-33 last 
season, but graduated their top six scorers 
and replaced their head coach. Nonetheless, 
the Tigers (8-1) weren’t going to feel bad for 
them.

Bluffton, the state’s second-best scoring 
team, hit their 73-point average on the nose. 
Isabella Stout’s 19 points and 10 rebounds 
put her through for a double-double, while 
Konley Ault’s 18 and Khloe Dick’s 14 aided 
the blowout. This was the sixth time in a row 
Bluffton has won by 21 points or more in 
that time frame. The point margin is an aver-
age of 42 points per game For the season.

Believe it or not, the Tigers started slow 
in the game.

Several turnovers and offensive rebound 
opportunities fell short. Easy shots were 
missed and it was free throws that helped 
the Tigers get out to a 19-4 start.

Tressa Renner scored eight points in the 
frame, including her first and only three.

“I don’t think we started as good as 
we’ve started the last couple games,” head 
coach Doug Curtis said. “We struggled a 
little bit at the beginning offensively.”

But as Bluffton has done numerous times 
this year, its defense turned to offense.

The Tigers forced 28 turnovers and started 
to find itself toward the end of the second 
quarter. Madyson Sonnigsen, Khloe Dick and 
Stout got their three-pointers to fall, and Stout 
picked up back-to-back layups in transition. 

Twenty-eight total points fell, and all it 
took was a change of defense, not offense.

“Once we just went to the half court and 
did what we were supposed to do ... we 
got lots of steals and lots of runouts at that 
point,” Curtis said. “I think that’s where it 

changed it a little bit.”
This victory sets up for a showdown at 

the Raider Dome on Saturday.
Southern Wells (8-1) has won eight 

straight games after falling to Northfield 
on opening night. The Raiders have already 
won their ACAC opening game to Adams 
Central, heightening the stakes for a confer-
ence title-hungry Tigers club.

When asked about the look-ahead spot, 
Curtis acknowledged the Raiders’ strong 
start to the season and saw it as an opportu-
nity for a quality opponent.

“We’re really looking forward to Sat-
urday,” Curtis said. “Penrod’s done a nice 
job there. At this point they’ve won a ton 
of games and beating teams they should be 
beating, and they’re doing a great job of 
that. So, it should be a really good match as 
we go in there and play on their floor.”

Bluffton won the junior varsity contest  
against the Bruins 49-22. Kamryn Ault led 
the Tigers with 20 points, Grace Fry nine 
and Krista Blair eight.

Bluffton will be at Southern Wells at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7.

ryan@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 73, BLACKFORD 20
At Bluffton

BLACKFORD (1-6): Rylee Heiser 6 points, Carly Leas 
5, Maleah Limle 4, Gracie Towsend-Strait 3, Adyson Sar-
gent 2, Lily McCammon 0, Kaylor Hedge 0, Faith Watkins 
0, Adrianna Hall 0. TOTAL: 20.

BLUFFTON (8-1): Isabella Stout 8-19 203 19, Konley 
Ault 6-14 6-8 18, Khloe Dick 6-14 1-1 14, Tressa Renner 
2-2 3-4 8, Kamryn Ault 2-3 2-2 6, Marly Drauer 2-2 0-0 
4, Madyson Sonnigsen 1-3 0-0 3, Maryn Schreiber 0-3 
1-6 1, Sophie Eisenhut 0-4 0-0 0, Grace Fry 0-0 0-0 0, 
Isla Gibson 0-1 0-0 0, Madelyn Funk 0-1 0-0 0. TOTALS: 
27-66 15-24 73.

Blackford   4     0     7     9  —  20
Bluffton     19   28   22    4  — 73
Three-point Shooting: Blackford 2 (Leas 1, Townsend-

Strait 1), Bluffton 4-10 (Dick 1-5, Stout 1-2, Renner 1-1, 
Sonnigsen 1-1, Ko. Ault 0-1). Rebounds: Blackford 16 
(Leas 3, Hall 3. Limie 2. Townsend-Strait 1, Heiser 1, 
Sargent 1, Hedge 1, Watkins 1), Bluffton 47 (Stout 10, 
Eisenhut 8, Schreiber 7, Ko. Ault 6, Renner 5, Sonnigsen 
4, Dick 3, Drayer 2, Funk 2). Turnovers: Blackford 28, 
Bluffton 10. Fouls: Blackford 16, Bluffton 6. Fouled out: 
None. Technicals: None.

JV: 49-22 Bluffton.

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

The new Cadillac F1 team will be led by veteran motors-
ports and Formula 1 team executive Graeme Lowdon, TWG 
Global and General Motors said Thursday.

Lowdon was named team principal of the two-car organi-
zation expected to join the grid in 2026 as F1 expands to 11 
teams to accommodate the American team.

“I would like to thank everyone involved for placing their 
trust in me,” Lowdon said. “I believe that Formula 1 is the 
greatest team sport in the world, and teams are all about 
people. This is a team with a real love for, and desire to go, 
racing, and we have the experience and expertise to do just 
that.”

Lowdon has been advising the effort the last two years as 
Michael Andretti tried to get an Andretti Global with Gen-
eral Motors entry accepted into F1. Andretti stepped aside 
last month and the expansion was approved last week.

Lowdon has previous experience in team management, 
engineering and operations at the top levels of motorsports, 
including F1 and the World Endurance Championship. He’s 
been at many F1 races the last two years lobbying on behalf 
of the American team.

“His experience on both the technical and managerial 
sides of Formula 1 and other motorsports ventures will serve 
him well as he builds the Cadillac Formula 1 team,” said 
Dan Towriss, CEO of TWG Global’s motorsport business.

He’s also been working closely with GM, which will be 
partners with the team under its Cadillac brand. It won’t 
have an engine ready for competition until 2028, so Cadillac 
F1 will have to lease engines — from Ferrari, most likely — 
for the first two years.

“Graeme has been a pleasure to work with over the past 
two years and we’re excited he will lead our journey to the 
2026 Formula 1 grid as team principal,” General Motors 
President Mark Reuss said. “He has great racing expertise, 
he knows how to assemble a high-performing team and he 
embodies the values the Cadillac Formula 1 Team will rep-
resent in all its endeavors, on or off the track.”

Cadillac F1 will be the first new team to join F1 since 
2016. Lowdon has led work already on aerodynamics, 
chassis and component development, software and vehicle 
dynamics simulation. The team has operations in Fishers, 
Indiana; Charlotte, North Carolina; Warren, Michigan; and 
Silverstone, England.

Tigers keep winning ways 
with rout of Bruins, eye 
matchup with 8-1 Raiders

Bluffton senior Tressa Renner (right) unloads a three-point basket in the first half of Thursday 
night’s game in Bluffton. Renner finished with 8 points to help the Tigers to a 73-20 victory over 
the Bruins. (Photo by Chad Kline)

Cadillac F1 names 
Graeme Lowdon its 
team principal in 
prep for 2026 debut



EmploymEnt
WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
rangefor a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $58,300 - $70,500.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by Decem-
ber 27, 2024.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS

looking to hire an individual
for fast pace jobs including
labeling, inserting and deliv-
ering bundles of newspapers.
Must be willing to work from
4 a.m.-9 a.m. Monday-Satur-
day. Some heavy lifting, and
an Indiana drivers license re-
quired. Mail resume, or fill out
an application, to News-Ban-
ner, P.O. Box 436, 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN
46714.

Lottery Numbers

Public Notices
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 01-02-15-17-

22
Cash4Life — 05-19-20-

29-45, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-04-07-10-22-23-25-26-
32-41-42-46-52-56-57-64-
72-75-76-79, BE: 72

Daily Three-Midday — 
02-05-05, SB:09

Daily Three-Evening — 
03-05-08, SB: 02

Daily Four-Midday — 
06-07-03-07, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening — 
06-08-06-04, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-10-11-13-14-23-25-
35-36-48-49-54-56-57-58-
64-68-72-73-80, BE: 13

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $30.8 million

MEga MILLIOnS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $579 million
POwERbaLL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $260 million

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
INCREASES TO ELECTRIC RATES AND CHARGES

FOR THE CITY OF BLUFFTON, INDIANA
Property owners, ratepayers, and other interested parties in or served or to be served by the electric utility of 

the City of Bluffton, Indiana are hereby notified that Ordinance No. 1647 amending Chapter 13.04 of the Code 
of Ordinances for the City of Bluffton, Indiana to increase rates and charges for services to be rendered by the 
electric utility (the “Rate Ordinance”) was introduced at a meeting of the Common Council held on December 
3, 2024. The Rate Ordinance will be effective after adoption and implemented as set forth therein. At a meeting 
of the Common Council to be held at 5:30 p.m. (eastern time), on December 17, 2024, Common Council Cham-
bers, Second Floor, Bluffton City Hall, 128 E. Market Street, Bluffton, Indiana 46714, there will be a public hear-
ing on the matter of the rates and charges and consideration of adoption of the Rate Ordinance. The schedules 
of rates and charges are attached as Appendix A hereto. The complete text of the Rate Ordinance is available for 
examination and copying at the office of the Clerk-Treasurer at the Bluffton City Hall, 128 E. Market Street, Bluff-
ton, Indiana 46714, during normal business hours and will be available at the public hearing.

All other rates and charges of the Bluffton Electric Utility will remain unchanged.
Persons with disabilities or non-English speaking persons who wish to attend any meeting and need assis-

tance should contact Clerk-Treasurer Bri Lautzenheiser, Bluffton City Hall, 128 E. Market Street, Bluffton, Indiana 
46714, call 260-824-1299, or email bri@blufftonindiana.gov no later than 24 hours prior to the scheduled date of 
the meeting. Every effort will be made to make reasonable accommodations for these persons.

The Common Council reserves the right, prior to taking final action, to amend the Rate Ordinance. At the 
public hearing, all interested persons will have the opportunity to testify and be heard concerning the proposed 
Rate Ordinance. The hearing may be continued to a later date or dates.

Dated this ____ day of December, 2024.
 CITY OF BLUFFTON, INDIANA

/s/ Bri Lautzenheiser, Clerk-Treasurer
APPENDIX A – ELECTRIC RATES AND CHARGES

13.04.030 RATE RS - ELECTRIC RESIDENTIAL SERVICE AVAILABILITY
Rate*  Phase I  Phase II  Phase III  Phase IV  Phase V
Customer Charge  $3.90  $4.05  $4.20  $4.35  $4.50
(per meter 
per month)
Energy Charge
For the first 500  0.097532  0.100458  0.103472  0.106576  0.109773
KWH
(per KWH)
For all the KWH  0.087961  0.090600  0.093318  0.096118  0.099002
above 500 KWH
(per KWH)
Minimum Charge
The minimum monthly charge shall be the Customer Charge
13.04.040 RATE CS - ELECTRIC COMMERCIAL SERVICE
Rate*  Phase I  Phase II  Phase III  Phase IV  Phase V
Customer
Charge:
Single-Phase  $7.75  $8.00  $8.25  $8.50  $8.80
(per meter 
per month)
Three Phase  9.80  10.10  10.45  10.80  11.15
(per meter 
per month)
Energy Charge
For the first  $0.117534  $0.121060  $0.124692  $0.128433  $0.132286
500 KWH
(per KWH)
For the next  0.107720  0.110952  0.114281  0.117709  0.121240
2000 KWH
(per KWH)
For all the  0.095227  0.098084  0.101027  0.104058  0.107180
KWH above 
2500 KWH
(per KWH)
Minimum Charge
The minimum monthly charge shall be the Customer Charge
13.04.050 RATE MS ELECTRIC MUNICIPAL SERVICE
Rate*  Phase I  Phase II  Phase III  Phase IV  Phase V
Customer  $7.30  $7.55  $7.80  $8.05  $8.30
Charge
(per meter per 
month)
Energy  0.096414  0.099306  0.102285  0.105354  0.108515
Charge
(per KWH for 
all KWH)
Minimum Charge
The minimum monthly charge shall be the Customer Charge.
13.04.060 RATE GS ELECTRIC GENERAL SERVICE
Rate*  Phase I  Phase II  Phase III  Phase IV  Phase V
Maximum Load 
Charge (monthly)
Each kilowatt of  $10.85  $11.20  $11.55  $11.90  $12.30
Billing Maximum 
Load
(per kilowatt)
Energy Charge (in 
addition to the 
Maximum Load 
charge)
For all energy  0.067525  0.069551  0.071638  0.073787  0.076001
used per month
(Per KWH)
Minimum Charge
The minimum monthly charge shall be the Maximum Load Charge.
13.04.080 RATE OF OUTDOOR LIGHTING SERVICE
Rate*
Type of Lamp  Phase I  Phase II  Phase III  Phase IV  Phase V
(Rate per Lamp 
per Month)
175 watt  $5.74  $5.91  $6.09  $6.27  $6.46
mercury 
vapor
250 watt  12.78  13.16  13.55  13.96  14.38
mercury 
vapor
* Phase I effective January 1, 2025. Phase II effective January 1, 2026. Phase III effective January 1, 2027. 

Phase IV effective January 1, 2028. Phase V effective January 1, 2029.
nb 12/6
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
TO CREDITORS

ESTATE NO.
90C01-2411-EU-000045

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
WELLS COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that 
MICHELLE MCZEGLE was on 
the 22nd day of November, 2024, 
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative of the ESTATE OF RONALD 
G. MCZEGLE, deceased, who 
died on the 10th day of May, 2024.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
Office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after decedent’s death, whichever 
is earlier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

DATED AT BLUFFTON, INDI-
ANA, THIS 22 DAY OF Novem-
ber, 2024.

 Beth Davis
CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR
 COURT FOR WELLS 
 COUNTY, INDIANA

nb 12/6, 12/13
hspaxlp

COUNTY BUILDING

INSPECTOR

Wells County Government is
accepting resumes for a
County Building Inspector.
The Wells County Commis-
sioners as the county execu-
tive are seeking to employ a
full-time county building in-
spector. This person is re-
sponsible for planning and
overseeing county construc-
tion and final inspection, un-
der the direction of the
county executive. The county
building inspector shall, sub-
ject to the policies of the
county executive, perform the
following functions and have
related experience:

Coordinates the preparation
and presentation of an annu-
al budget for the Building De-
partment; directs the
implementation of the depart-
ment's budget; plans for and
reviews specifications for
new or replaced equipment.
Construct and establish a lo-
cal building code based off
state code requirements and
needs of the county.
Controls the expenditure of
departmental appropriations
Receives complaints, investi-
gates, and issues unsafe
building violations, nuisance
violations and minimum
housing standards violations,
as appropriate.
Completes continuing educa-
tion classes on building
codes and practices, as
needed
Reviews the building plan for
the County.
Approves the building per-
mits, issues permits, and col-
lects the fees for the permits,
as necessary.
Issues certificates of occu-
pancy, as needed.
Maintains an effective com-
munication process with the
Commissioners.
Bachelor's degree (B.A.
/B.S.) from a four-year col-
lege or university; and five
years related experience
and/or training; or equivalent
combination of education and
experience. CBO Certifica-
tion is required. Previous ex-
perience in building
construction or related field is
required. Previous superviso-
ry experience is required.

Starting salary for this posi-
tion is up to $70,000/yr. plus
all county benefits. Interested
applicants can send their re-
sumes to Wells County Audi-
tor, 102 W Market, Suite 205,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or
auditor@wellscounty.org. Re-
sumes will be accepted until
December 16, 2024.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

SPeciaL!
Earn extra cash by  

selling your  
“unwanteds”! 

A 20-word, line  
classified ad is $5 for 

5 Days! For sale items 
Only. Contact the  

Bluffton News-Banner 
office at 125 N. Johnson 

St., 260-824-0224,  
or classifieds. 

news-banner.com.

5 for $5

WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!For SalE
Miscellaneous

MICHIGAN CHRISTMAS

TREES! Tim Murray's Fresh
Cut Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Grave Blankets and
Boughs! Also Michigan
Maple Syrup. Located at
Bummies Root Beer Stand,
1263 S. Main Street.,
Bluffton. Open Daily at 10am
beginning Saturday, Nov. 30.
Phone: 231-920-6194.

SErvicES Services
MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

vEhiclES
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Services
JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. (Of-
fer ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-866-
937-1159 (I)

Read & recycle 
this newspaper

FOOTBALL
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Buffalo 10 2 0 .833 355 224
Miami 5 7 0 .417 232 266
N.Y. Jets 3 9 0 .250 225 268
e-New Eng. 3 10 .250 .231 221 307

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Houston 8 5 0 .615 308 288
Indianapolis 6 7 0 .462 267 298
Tennessee 3 9 0 .250 221 332
Jacksonville 2 10 0 .167 228 339

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Pittsburgh 9 3 0 .750 296 224
Baltimore 8 5 0 .615 383 318
Cincinnati 4 8 0 .333 335 340
Cleveland 3 8 0 .273 186 267

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

x-Kansas City 11 1 0 .917 289 235
L.A. Chargers 8 4 0 .667 260 188
Denver 7 5 0 .583 264 202
e-Las Vegas 2 10 0 .167 223 333

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 10 2 0 .833 320 218
Washington 8 5 0 .615 376 296
Dallas 5 7 0 .417 248 339
e-N.Y. Giants 2 10 0 .167 183 279

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Atlanta 6 6 0 .500 257 291
Tampa Bay 6 6 0 .500 335 296
New Orleans 4 8 0 .333 276 281
Carolina 3 9 0 .250 217 366

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Detroit 11 1 0 .917 383 203
Minnesota 10 2 0 .833 297 219
Green Bay 9 3 0 .750 318 240
Chicago 4 8 0 .333 241 240

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

Seattle 7 5 0 .583 272 265
Arizona 6 6 0 .500 266 259
L.A. Rams 6 6 0 .500 254 290
San Francisco 5 7 0 .417 270 

295

e-Eliminated from playoffs
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Monday’s Games
Cleveland at Denver, late

Thursday, Dec. 5
Detroit 34, Green  Bay 31

Sunday, Dec. 8
Atlanta at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Miami, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Buffalo at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.
Chicago at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Sunday Night Football: L.A. Char-

gers at Kansas City, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Baltimore, Denver, Houston, 

Indianapolis, New England, Washington
Monday, Dec. 9

Monday Night Football: Cincinnati at 
Dallas, 8:15 p.m.

BASKETBALL
High School

Thursday Boys’ Scores
Alexandria 42, New Castle 29
Anderson Prep Academy 66, Purdue 

Poly North 33
Gibson Southern 65, Jasper 44
Michigan City 79, Gary West 74
Michigan City Marquette 53, New 

Prairie 36
Northeastern 72, Centerville 54
Triton Central 60, Waldron 47
Vincennes Rivet 69, Bloomfield 22
Wawasee 44, Central Noble 20

Thursday Girls’ Scores
Barr-Reeve 43, Pike Central 18
Batesville 49, Franklin Co. 43
Benton Central 56, W. Lafayette 30
Bloomington South 70, Terre Haute 

North 24
Bluffton 73, Blackford 20
Borden 61, New Washington 18
Carroll (Flora) 49, Western 46
Castle 40, Jasper 32
Corydon 64, Scottsburg 49

Covenant Christian High School 49, 
Southmont 47

Cowan 31, Hagerstown 29
Dubois 45, Springs Valley 38
Eastern (Pekin) 51, Christian Acad-

emy of Madison 38
Floyd Central 50, Jeffersonville 33
Fremont 67, Edon, Ohio 22
Ft. Wayne South 62, Heritage 21
Glenn 53, S. Bend Trinity 15
Greensburg 66, S. Decatur 17
Hauser 45, Indpls Lutheran 26
Indpls Washington 37, Phalen 12
Lafayette Central Catholic High 

School 67, Fountain Central 32
Lakewood Park 48, New Haven 36
Linton 53, Eastern (Greene) 25
Morristown 64, Blue River Val-

ley 30
Mt. Vernon (Fortville) 44, Conners-

ville 41, OT
N. Central (Farmersburg) 50, Shaka-

mak 25
N. Daviess 58, Bloomington Light-

house 19
N. Harrison 56, New Albany 50
N. Judson 59, Argos 46
N. Montgomery 59, Covington 40
Northridge 66, E. Noble 41
Perry Central 65, Crawford Co. 45
Prairie Heights 46, Bethany Chris-

tian 34
Princeton 57, Forest Park 50
Rensselaer 74, Twin Lakes 39
Riverton Parke 58, Clay City 28
Southridge 43, Tell City 33
Speedway 63, Christel House 

Manual 7
Tecumseh 43, Heritage Hills 37
University 75, Anderson Prep Acad-

emy 35
Vincennes Rivet 69, Bloomfield 22
W. Central 67, Oregon-Davis 22
W. Noble 35, Westview 34
W. Washington 56, Mitchell 19
Warren Central 45, Indpls Ben 

Davis 32
Wawasee 37, Elkhart Christian 31
Westfield 38, Brebeuf Jesuit Prepa-

ratory Academy 10

College
Men’s Scores

Penn St. 81, Purdue 70

News-Banner ScoreboardHigh School calendar
FRIDAY, DEC 6
BOYS BASKETBALL: 

Bluffton at South Adams, 
7:30 p.m.; Adams Central at 
Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: 
Norwell at Huntington North, 
7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC 7
BOYS BASKETBALL: 

Oak Hill at Norwell, 1:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: 

Bluffton at Southern Wells, 
7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Norwell at 
Shamrock Duals, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, DEC 9
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, DEC 10
BOYS BASKETBALL: 

Southern Wells at Eastbrook, 
7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: 
Bluffton at Wabash, 7:30 
p.m.; Blackhawk Christian at 
Southern Wells, 7 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING 
(co-ed): Adams Central at 
Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.; Bellmont 
at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.

By TRAVIS JOHNSON 
Associated Press

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) — Ace 
Baldwin Jr. scored 17 points, Freddie Dil-
ione V added 14 and Penn State pulled away 
from No. 8 Purdue for an 81-70 victory in 
the Big Ten opener for both teams on Thurs-
day night.

Puff Johnson had 13 and four steals, and 
Nick Kern Jr. had 12 points and three steals 
off the bench for the Nittany Lions (8-1, 1-0 
Big Ten).

Penn State led by as many as 27 to earn 
its first win over an AP Top 10 team since 
2019, prompting fans to storm the court at 
the Bryce Jordan Center. The Nittany Lions 
also snapped an eight-game losing streak to 
the Boilermakers and continued their best 
start in a decade with their defense and tran-
sition offense.

Trey Kaufman-Renn and Fletcher Loyer 
each had 15 for the Boilermakers (7-2, 0-1).

Takeaways
Purdue: The Boilermakers were off all 

night. They committed 14 of their 24 turn-
overs in the first half. Penn State’s opportu-
nistic offense potted 32 points off their mis-
takes.

Key moment
After trailing 9-7, Penn State pulled away 

with an 11-0 run and never trailed again. 
The Boilermakers cut it to 25-18, but the 
Nittany Lions outscored them 15-6 over the 
final 6:05 to take a 16-point lead into half-
time.

Key stat
Rhoades said before the season he wants 

to average over 90 points per game. So far, 
Penn State’s averaged 91 per game and has 
scored more than 80 in every game but its 
loss to Clemson.

Up next
Purdue hosts Maryland on Sunday, and 

Penn State visits Rutgers on Tuesday.

Baldwin, Dilione lead Penn 
State to win over No. 8 Purdue
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DECEMBER 6 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors & various con-
signors, owners. 815 Adams, St., Decatur. Truck & equipment 
auction! Onsite and online bidding offering 600+ lots! Cars, SUV, 
1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pickup trucks, cargo & passenger vans, dump 
trucks, large group of box trucks, day cabs, sleepers, utility 
trucks, bucket trucks, utility & semi trailers, SUV’s pickup trucks, 
various skid steer attachments, much more! Accepting consign-
ments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, Kjauction.com, 260-
724-7402.
DECEMBER 8-15 - 2 p.m. - (Online only personal property) - 
Thomas B. & Mary Lou Woodward, seller. 2016 JD 1025R die-
sel utility tractor, Frontier RT1149 tiller, 2016 Grasshopper zero 
turn mower, 2020 Club Car Carryall 1700, mowers, lawn & gar-
den, patio furniture, antique & modern furniture, vintage framed 
art work, lithograph prints, vintage pickle castors, glassware, col-
lectibles, more. Preview Dec. 8, 2-5 p.m., Dec. 12, 3-6 p.m., 301 
N. Highland Ave., Ossian. Patrick Carter, sale manager, 260-824-
3006, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
DECEMBER 9 - 4 p.m.- 6 p.m. ET - (Online) - Crandall Farm, 
seller. Property location: Two miles northeast of Gas, IN, near 
intersection of E 300 S and S 550 E, Mill Township, Grant Coun-
ty. 81.59+/- total acres, tillable, woods, recreational land, poten-
tial building sites. Tract 1: 27.59+/- acres, 18.4+/- tillable, 8+/- 
woods, 1.19+/- non-tillable. Tract 2: 54+/- acres, 28.91+/- tillable, 
23.34+/- woods, 1.75+/- non-tillable. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-9177, 
Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management, 800-424-2324, 
halderman.com.
DECEMBER 14-DECEMBER 21 - Bidding starts closing at 
1 p.m. - Private collection, seller. 20 Marolf Ct., Fremont, IN. 
Extensive collection of exotic mounts (over 140) including zebras, 
black bears, antelope, water buffalo and more, antique boat 
motors, bows, hunting equipment, vintage fishing lures, watches 
and fine jewelry, tools, vintage nautical items, much more. The 
Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING CLOSES DECEMBER 15 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - Jim 
Baker, owner. AIRPLACO Pumpmaster MJ-16 concrete slab 
jacking pump system including pump, mixer and tandem trailer, 
concrete hole drill, Campbell Hausfeld stationary air compressor, 
smoker grill, handmade rustic furniture, beautiful antique furni-
ture, Husqvarna garden tractor, 2 table saws, hand tools, power 
tools, building supplies, TV, modem furniture and much more! 
Preview Dec. 7, 9-10 a.m., 5388 SW. State Road 116-1, Bluffton, 
IN. Pick up Dec. 17, 12-6 p.m. Full list at Towncountryauctions.
com., click Fliers. Town and Country Auctioneers/Realtors, 260-
223-7352, Shaw Real Estate & Auction, Inc., 260-824-2116.
DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - Thomas B. 
& Mary Lou Woodward, seller. One of a kind picturesque real 
estate offering. Outstanding 4,014 SF on 8.45 acres, 4 bedroom, 
3 bath home with a 2 car detached garage. Scenic backyard with 
multiple utility sheds and gazebo, Wells County. Open houses 
Dec. 8 from 2-5 p.m., and Dec. 12 from 3-6 p.m., 301 N. High-
land Ave., Ossian, IN. Pat Carter, sale manager, 260-273-8294, 
The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-426-0633.
DECEMBER 22-DECEMBER 31 - Bidding starts closing at 
2 p.m. - Estate of Richard Gerken and others, sellers. “Out-
standing year end auction.” Very high quality art deco, mid cen-
tury modern and Art Nouveau home furnishings, International 
Harvester collection, 2011 Platinum Ford F150 in pristine condi-
tion, 3,500 record albums, vintage Schwinn bicycles, advertising 
memorabilia, antique gas pump, country primitives and more. 
Open house Dec. 26 and Dec. 30 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. 
Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
DECEMBER 29-JANUARY 5 - Bidding starts closing at 2 p.m. 
- The Estate of Eldrid Tinkel, seller. Large antique and collect-
ible auction including country primitives, vintage farm toys, vin-
tage toy trucks, early cast iron, brass cash register, large antique 
and rare collection of vintage graniteware, Fenton, Marion adver-
tising, vintage beer signs, long guns, coins. Open house Dec. 29 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and Jan. 4 from 10 a.m. to noon, 1910 N 
Meridian St., Marion, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., Steffengrp.com, 
260-824-3006.

Thank you for reading
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Hegseth faces senators’ concerns about 
his behavior, views on women in combat

By MARY CLARE JALONICK, 
LISA MASCARO 

and LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pete 
Hegseth has spent the week on Capi-
tol Hill trying to reassure Republican 
senators that he is fit to lead President-
elect Donald Trump’s Department of 
Defense in the wake of high-profile 
allegations about excessive drinking 
and sexual assault.

But senators in both parties have 
also expressed concern about another 
issue — Hegseth’s frequent comments 
that women should not serve in front-
line military combat jobs.

As the former Army National Guard 
major and combat veteran fights to sal-
vage his Cabinet nomination, meeting 
with senators for a fourth day Thurs-
day with promises not to drink on the 
job and assurances he never engaged 
in sexual misconduct, his professional 
views on women troops have also 
come under scrutiny. He said as recent-
ly as last month that women “straight 
up” should not serve in combat roles.

North Dakota Sen. Kevin Cramer 
said Wednesday that he confronted 
Hegseth about the issue when they 
spoke one-on-one.

“I said to him, just so you know, 
Joni Ernst and Tammy Duckworth 
deserve a great deal of respect,” Cra-
mer said, referring to two female sena-
tors who sit on the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee. Both Ernst, R-Iowa, 
and Duckworth, D-Ill., are combat 
veterans who served in the Iraq war, 
and Duckworth lost both legs when a 
Blackhawk helicopter she was piloting 
was hit by a rocket-propelled grenade.

Ernst, a former Army National 
Guard member and a retired lieuten-
ant colonel who spent more than two 
decades in the service, was circum-
spect after her own meeting with Hegs-
eth, saying only that they had a “frank 
and thorough conversation.” She has 
spoken openly about surviving sexual 
assault while in college and worked to 
ensure a safe environment for women 
in uniform.

The Iowa senator demurred again 
Thursday on whether she will support 
Hegseth’s nomination, praising his ser-
vice but telling Fox News that a “very 
thorough vetting” is needed.

Along with the reports of his previ-
ous behavior, the bipartisan concerns 
about Hegseth’s comments on women 
have put his nomination in some peril, 
contributing to general uncertainty 
about whether his nomination will 

make it to a hearing next month. While 
Hegseth said that Trump is “behind 
us all the way,” and he’s put in a full 
week’s work explaining himself to 
senators, some Republicans are not yet 
committing their support.

South Dakota Sen. Mike Rounds 
said after meeting with Hegseth on 
Thursday that he “went a long way 
today” in getting his full support, but 
“I want him to be able to answer in 
front of everybody else the questions 
that are there and to do a good job on 
it.”

Rounds said the issue of women in 
combat didn’t come up in his meeting 
but that Hegseth can explain himself in 
a hearing.

“Women are integrated into our 
armed forces today, and they do a great 
job,” Rounds said.

The role of women in the military is 
another entry in the far-right’s efforts to 
return the armed forces back to an earli-
er era, something Hegseth has embraced 
with Trump’s approach to end “woke” 
programs that foster diversity, equity 
and inclusion in the ranks and fire gener-
als who reflect those values.

Military and defense leaders, how-
ever, have argued that it would be fun-
damentally wrong to eliminate half the 
population from critical combat posts, 
and they have flatly denied that stan-
dards were lowered to allow women to 
qualify.

In remarks Wednesday, Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin touted the ser-
vice of women, including in his own 
combat units when he was a com-
mander in Iraq.

“If I get a little fired up about this, 
it’s just because this isn’t 1950. It isn’t 
1948. It is 2024,” Austin said.

Hegseth has so far pushed back 
questions about his views.

“We have amazing women who 
serve our military,” Hegseth said Tues-
day, “amazing women who serve in 
our military.”

Pressed if they should serve in com-
bat, Hegseth said they already do.

But he said as recently as last month 
that women “straight up” should not 
serve in combat. It “hasn’t made us 
more lethal. Has made fighting more 
complicated,” he said in a podcast 
before he was nominated by Trump. 
In his own writings, he has expanded 
on views of a more masculine-focused 
military.

As he tries to shore up votes in his 
own party, Hegseth has yet to meet 
with Duckworth or any of the other 
Democrats on the committee. Duck-

worth, a Democrat and Purple Heart 
recipient, also rose to the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel before retiring after 23 
years in the Reserve forces. She later 
served as an assistant secretary at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs.

North Dakota Sen. Cramer said 
he told Hegseth that his confirma-
tion hearing “won’t be pleasant” as 
Democrats, in particular, grill him on 
his views. As members of the Armed 
Services panel, both Ernst and Duck-
worth will have a chance to ask him 
questions.

Trump, for now, appears to be 
standing aside as Hegseth fights to 
preserve his nomination, even as sug-
gestions float about a possible replace-
ment pick, including former Trump 
rival Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, to 
lead the Pentagon.

Trump’s closest allies in the Sen-
ate expressed cautious optimism that 
Hegseth will not be replaced — imme-
diately at least. “It’s not in trouble until 
it’s over,” said Sen. Markwayne Mul-
lin, R-Okla. “Right now we’ve got to 
move forward.”

“We’re going to push as long as 
he’s wanting to be there, and as long as 
the president still wants him in place, 
we’re going to push and do all we can 
to get him confirmed,” Mullin said.

At the same time, The Heritage 
Foundation, the conservative think 
tank behind Project 2025, said it would 
be spending $1 million to put pressure 
on senators unwilling to support Hegs-
eth, the group’s president told The 
Associated Press on Thursday.

“The establishment is trying to take 
his scalp,” said Kevin Roberts, presi-
dent of The Heritage Foundation after 
an event in Mar-a-Lago. “He would be 
a wonderful secretary of defense.”

About 17.5% of the more than 1.3 
million active-duty service members are 
women, a total that has grown steadily 
over the past two decades. They have 
served in combat in a wide array of mili-
tary jobs, including as pilots and intelli-
gence officers for years.

The Pentagon formally opened all 
combat jobs to women in 2015, includ-
ing frontline infantry and armor posts, 
and since then thousands of women 
have been in jobs that until that time 
were male-only.

As of this year, nearly 4,800 women 
are serving in Army infantry, armor 
and artillery job, more than 150 have 
completed the Army Ranger course 
and a small number have qualified 
for more elite special operations units, 
including as Army Green Berets.


