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County takes a
look at Emergency
Management Agency

By HOLLY GASKILL

A potential shake-up of the
county’s Emergency Management
Agency may come with a signifi-
cant compensation increase for its
director.

During a Wells County Coun-
cil meeting on Tuesday, member
Seth Whicker asked the council to
consider increasing compensation
from roughly $42,000 to approxi-
mately $65,000 to remain com-
petitive with neighboring counties.
Because part of this amount is paid
through federal grants, Whicker
said the county’s increase would
be between $16,000-$18,000.

Whicker stated the county com-
missioners are in a “process of

evaluating EMA.” Commissioner
Blake Gerber, who was present
for the council meeting, said the
commissioners have four more
interviews with candidates for
the appointed director position,
including director Rick Velasquez.
Whicker added that the com-
pensation would also accommo-
date an increased workload as the
commissioners hope to capitalize
on more grant opportunities.
“Could be a current candidate,
could be a different candidate,”
Whicker said. “But just to be able
to say, ‘OK, here’s more that’s
going to be expected out of this
job ... Because it’s not going to
(Continued on Page 2)

Markle council raises
employee salaries

By JONATHAN SNYDER

Markle Employee Salaries will
be given a 5% increase, decided
by the town council in a special
meeting Wednesday.

Initially, a 3% increase was
budgeted and introduced in the
council’s Nov. 20 meeting, but
council member Blake Caley
warned that 3% may not be
enough to cover cost of living
increases. Council member Mat-
thew Doss described price increas-
es as in a “weird state of flux”
throughout the past five years,
but his and the council’s priority
was to ensure the town keeps the
employees they have.

“In my opinion, we have
employees who are long long

term,” Doss said. “How many
times have you (Caley) seen where
you have a workforce where 90%
of them are (tenured) seven years
or more? I think that we have to
recognize that longevity.”

“I think we’ve got the right
employees,” Caley said. “The cost
of going out to recruit the level
of talent that we have currently
is way more than what our cost
of living adjustment would be.
I want to be a good caretaker of
our citizens’ tax dollars, but at the
same time, we do not have a better
investment than what we have in
the staff right here.”

Further investigation by Clerk-
Treasurer Stephanie Hensley

(Continued on Page 2)

Gov.-elect Braun puts
forth first-term agenda

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana Gov.-elect Mike Braun

on Tuesday pitched his first policy
agenda since his November elec-
toral victory — largely reempha-
sizing his commitment to cam-
paign promises.

Braun’s “Freedom and Oppor-
tunity Agenda” focuses on tax
relief, government efficiency, eco-
nomic development, public health
and quality of life factors like pub-
lic safety, energy affordability and
water cleanliness.

Taxes

A news release indicated Braun
wants to bring “historic” tax relief
to Indiana families.

“As Hoosiers contend with
inflation, the State should pro-
vide comprehensive tax relief that
protects taxpayers from runaway
property taxes, supports retirees
and families with targeted relief,
and reduces the burden on Main
Street businesses,” it read.

The agenda includes limiting
property tax increases 2%-3%
annually and “resetting homeown-
er bills” to pre-pandemic levels.

But the state can’t get too
heavy-handed. It must abide by
a decades-old ruling declaring
Indiana’s previous tax system,
which wasn’t based on the market,

unconstitutional.

Braun also wants to ditch
state taxes on retirement income,
establish farm savings accounts,
change the formula used to assess
farmland for property taxes, and
introducing new sales tax holidays
on things like back-to-school sup-
plies.

Efficiencies

Braun leaned into his business
roots in the agenda’s second prior-
ity: efficiency.

“Unlike the private sector,
where real economics incentiv-
izes effectiveness and lower over-
head, government at every level
has grown unchecked,” the agenda
reads.

It goes on to suggest new per-
formance metrics and trims of
“unnecessary or underperforming”
positions and programs. Indiana
should also review its regulations
to cut outdated requirements and
lighten the load for agencies, it
says.

Braun also hopes to get agen-
cies digital: automate eligibility
verification procedures for veteran
health care, streamline document
processing at the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles and create a one-stop por-
tal for farmer services.

He’s already gotten started on

(Continued on Page 2)
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When the river freezes over
With the first real cold snap of the season, ice has begun sprawling over the Wabash River. Pictured is the
river from nearby Rotary Park. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Wells County innkeeper’s tax
shows a small decline this year

By HOLLY GASKILL

This year’s innkeepers’ tax col-
lections have slightly declined
compared to 2023.

In a quarterly report to the
Wells County Council on Tues-
day, Tourism Coordinator Audry
Dudley said she hasn’t observed a
notable decline in overnight stays,
but that local hotels and Airbnbs
have lowered their prices. The
innkeeper’s tax, implemented in
February 2023, places a 5% tax on
overnight accommodations.

Wells County innkeeper’s tax
revenue shows a 4% decrease
from January through Septem-
ber 2024 compared to February
through September 2023. Dud-
ley noted, however, that month-
to-month trends have differed

between the two years.

Wells County collected $95,268
through the tax in 2023, and
$71,188 through September of this
year.

The Wells County Convention
and Visitors Commission, which
oversees the use of these funds for
tourism, then met on Wednesday
to discuss 2025 plans. This year,
Dudley has put together visitor
materials and maps for Ouabache
State Park and downtown busi-
nesses, coordinated grants for
local businesses and groups to
market events, and digital market-
ing campaigns, among other proj-
ects.

In 2025, the Visitors Commis-
sion will continue working with
Britton Marketing of Fort Wayne

to create marketing assets and
advertise through social media.
The board through the $50,000
contract with Britton in August.
Dudley said the board may also
reassess its budget for marketing
grants in 2025 — $16,653 was
awarded to local groups in 2024.
No new board appointments
are currently expected in 2025.
Board members Justin Osborne,
Jay Esparza, Steve Higgins, Scott
Elzey, Brandy Fiechter, Michelle
Blount and Zane Herr were
present Wednesday; members
Jon Winne and Jeff Reed were
absent. The board will meet next
at 8 a.m. on Jan. 8 at the Wells
County Commerce and Visitors
Centre.
holly@news-banner.com

Two children wounded and gunman
dead after shooting at California school

PALERMO, Calif. (AP) — Two
children were wounded Wednesday
in a shooting at a tiny religious K-8
school in Northern California and
deputies arrived to find the gunman
on the ground near the playground,
dead after apparently shooting him-
self, sheriff’s officials said.

The children, ages 5 and 6,
were taken to nearby hospitals and
their conditions were not imme-
diately known, officials said. One
was airlifted to a nearby hospital.

The shooting occurred shortly

after 1 p.m. at the Feather River
School of Seventh-Day Adven-
tists, a private school in Palermo
with fewer than three dozen stu-
dents. Palermo has about 5,500
people and is about 65 miles north
of Sacramento.

It was the the latest among doz-
ens of school shootings across the
U.S. in recent years, including espe-
cially deadly ones in Newtown,
Connecticut; Parkland, Florida; and
Uvalde, Texas. The shootings have
set off fervent debates about gun

control and frayed the nerves of par-
ents whose children are growing up
accustomed to doing active shooter
drills in their classrooms.

But school shootings have done
little to move the needle on nation-
al gun laws. Firearms were the
leading cause of death among chil-
dren in 2020 and 2021, according
to KFF, a nonprofit that researches
health care issues.

“My heart is breaking for every-
one impacted by this tragedy,”

(Continued on Page 2)
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Emergency Management Agency

(Continued from Page 1)
be the same job it is now. I
wouldn’t envision it being
that way.”

No action was taken on
the matter on Tuesday.

Also during the meeting,
the council approved mul-
tiple 2025 board appoint-
ments — all but one of
which were approved
unanimously. The council

Markle council

voted 6-1 to re-appoint Judy
Affolder to a two-year term
on the Property Tax Assess-
ment Board of Appeals;
council members Whicker,
Vicki Andrews, Scott Elzey,
Todd Mahnensmith, Steve
Huggins and Brian Lambert
were in favor and Brandon
Harnish opposed.

Andrews was chosen
among three applicants to

replace Jerome Markley’s
vacancy on the Area Plan
Commission. Her appoint-
ment will continue through
the duration of her four-year
term.

The following one-year
term re-appointments were
approved: Andrews to the
Solid Waste Management
District board, Elzey to
Bluffton NOW!, Whicker

to the 911 Advisory Board,
Huggins to the Economic
Development Commission,
Mahnensmith to the EMA
and EMS advisory boards,
Lambert to Wells County
Trails and Tony Garton to
the Alcoholic Beverage
Board. Daryl Shrock was
also re-appointed to a four-
year term on the Huntington
City-Twp Public Library

(Continued from Page 1)

reported that a $50,000 cushion for
emergency hires and overtime was
budgeted into general employee sala-
ries. Hensley said that the expectation
is to roll that money into next year’s
budget when it is not used. She did not
foresee a situation where they would
use the entire $50,000.

After figuring the total salary num-

bers for all Markle employees, a 5%
increase would be approximately a
$10,000 total increase for the town
according to Caley. Adjustments for a
merit-based pay scale and local com-
petitiveness were discussed, but further
details will be discussed in executive
sessions mid-2025.

Additionally, the town extended
their contract with the Huntington

County Economic Development Cor-
poration. Executive Director Mark
Wickersham reported that the price and
scope of their purposes will be identi-
cal from last year. Wickersham also
said that 10 projects for the Markle
area, with an approximate $41.5 mil-
lion worth of capital investment, were
completed last year.
Jjonathan@news-banner.com

First-term agenda

(Continued from Page 1)
another bullet point in the
list — last month, Braun
unveiled plans for a reorga-
nized cabinet focusing on
eight policy areas.

He also hopes to pres-
ent a balanced budget that
“addresses the state’s deficit
while reforming Medicaid
spending,” per the release.

Economy

Braun’s agenda views
Indiana’s future prosperity
as dependent on educating
and developing a skilled
workforce.

He proposed implement-
ing universal school choice,
although Indiana is almost
there. A recent hike in the
income requirement means
all but the state’s wealthiest
families qualify for vouchers
to private schools.

The release also includes
increases in teacher base
pay, new performance-based
pay, a focus on better lit-
eracy and math skills, and
a dedicated school safety
office.

Braun also wants to
push workforce develop-
ment, with: a new workforce
investment tax credit, a
“restructured” Indiana Eco-
nomic Development Corp,

School shooting

and more regional coopera-
tion for creating jobs.
Health

Braun, who was active
in the health care arena in
the U.S. Senate, hopes to
take aim at high prices and
increase accessibility —
while promoting industry
innovation.

Indiana faces expanding
Medicaid costs and lower-
than-expected revenues,
however. Braun’s team said
there weren’t plans to cut
services. Instead, the gov.-
elect hopes to find efficien-
cies to save money.

Though states have little
control over private employ-
er-employee insurance
deals, Braun’s team said he
could still impact costs with
more aggressive price trans-
parency requirements, prior
authorization reforms and
pharmacy benefit manager
regulations.

The agenda also high-
lights rural health, calling
for new incentives to draw
health care facilities to rural
areas — including obstetrics
access— and better tele-
health coverage.

And it emphasizes con-
tinued coverage of pre-exist-
ing conditions, proposed

a new primary care access
revolving loan funding to
support new facilities, and
mental health treatment
reforms intended to lift
weight from the criminal
justice system.
Other quality of life

Braun continued his
focus on public safety in
Tuesday’s agenda.

“Hoosier families and
communities deserve to
know that their safety and
security are the top priority
of the state government,” it
reads. “In today’s intercon-
nected world, national issues
like illegal immigration and
the flow of illegal drugs like
fentanyl and methamphet-
amine have a real impact
on communities across the
state and country. Because
of the complexity of modern
public safety, it is imperative
that the State supports our
law enforcement officers in
the line of duty.”

Law enforcement offices
could win higher salaries
and better benefits packages,
more training opportunities
and non-discretionary mini-
mum bail requirements for
violent crimes. Braun also
promised to protect qualified
immunity.

He also hit at drug traf-
ficking and unauthorized
immigration, with proposals
for stronger drug distribu-
tion penalties, more interdic-
tion powers for state police,
sanctuary city ban enforce-
ment and more.

The agenda concludes
with a push for lower energy
costs.

“Over the last decade,
Hoosiers’ electricity bills
have increased dramatically,
outpacing the national aver-
age,” it says. “Indiana needs
strong leadership to navi-
gate these challenges and
improve energy accessibili-
ty. The Braun administration
will ensure that the State has
enough affordable and reli-
able electricity to meet the
needs of residents and attract
new economic develop-
ment.”

Braun reemphasized
commitment to an “all-of-
the-above” energy strat-
egy, deregulation and still-
development small modular
nuclear reactor technology.

His team expects com-
bine executive actions,
agency-level reforms and
legislation to accomplish his
priorities, according to the
release.

(Continued from Page 1)
Assemblyman James Gallagher, whose
area includes Palermo, said in a state-
ment. “As a community, we’ll all be
hugging our loved ones closer today as
we pray for the victims and try to make
sense of something so senseless.”

Butte County Sheriff Kory L
Honea said they had received informa-
tion that the shooter was in a meeting
with the principal about enrolling a
child at the school, though the meeting
wasn’t yet verified by investigators.
Shortly after, shots rang out, Honea
said. Earlier, officials had said they did
not believe the shooter had any con-
nection to the school.

The motive was not immediately
known. Honea said they were trying
to contact the shooter’s family before

releasing his name.

Near the school’s slide and other
playground equipment was the shoot-
er’s body, covered in a blue tarp, as
officers stood nearby to secure the
scene. The school abuts ranchland
where cattle graze.

Authorities rushed students initially
to a gymnasium where they stayed
until a bus arrived to take them off the
grounds and to the Oroville Church of
the Nazarene to be reunited with their
families, Honea said.

Sixth grader Jocelyn Orlando
described what happened to CBS
News Sacramento.

“We were going in for lunch recess
and basically everybody in my class-
room heard shooting and most people
were screaming,” she said. “We all

went into the office, we closed the cur-
tains, locked the doors, basically did
what we would do in a school shoot-
ing, and then one of the teachers came
and we all ran into the gym.”

Rev. Travis Marshall, the senior
pastor for the Oroville Church of the
Nazarene, called the reunification
between parents and their children
“very moving.”

“Some of the children were incred-
ibly emotional,” he said. “One woman
was raising her hands up, praising the
Lord” when she found her child.

Representatives for the Northern
California Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists could not immediately be
reached for comment.

The school has been open since
1965, according to its website.

U.S. senators grill airline officials
about fees for seats and checked bags

By DAVID KOENIG
AP Airlines Writer

Members of a U.S. Sen-
ate subcommittee took
aim at airline executives
Wednesday for using an
expanding menu of fees to
charge customers for early
boarding, better seats and
other comforts that used to
be part of the ticket price.

Sen. Richard Blumen-
thal, D-Conn., said he thinks
the federal government
should review and perhaps
fine the airlines for their use
of what he called junk fees.

Blumenthal, the chair-
man of the Senate Per-
manent Subcommittee on
Investigations, said seat
fees were pure profit for the
airlines because they don’t
have to create new seats
or incur other expenses by
allowing customers to pick
where to sit.

Some senators expressed
frustration during Wednes-
day’s hearing when airline
executives could not explain
how they set the amount of
various fees. They said the
vagaries of airline pricing
make it hard for consumers
to budget for trips.

“We’re all captives on
your airplanes at a cer-
tain point. You just say,
‘You want to pick seat?
We’re just going to charge
you some random amount
more,”” Sen. Maggie Has-
san, D-N.H., said. “It would
be good if you guys could
be transparent about what
you do and why.”

The fees don’t seem to
be discouraging anybody.
Americans are flying more
than ever.

The Transportation Secu-
rity Administration reported
screening nearly 3.1 million
travelers at airports around
the country on Sunday, a new
single-day record. The 15
busiest days in TSA history
have all occurred this year,
with traffic at airport check-
points up 5% over 2023.

Airline executives bristle
at the term “junk fees,” and
argue they are merely giving
consumers what they want:
choices.

“Our customers who
prioritize affordability
have the option to choose a
lower-fare product and, in
doing so, opt out of paying
for additional services that

they do not want,” Andrew
Nocella, the chief com-
mercial officer of United
Airlines, said in testimony
prepared for the panel’s
hearing. “But we also have
customers who seek more
services, and they retain the

ability to choose the services
they value, for an incremen-
tal fee, like a seat with extra
legroom or checked bags.”

Airlines have been add-
ing fees on desirable seats to
take advantage of increasing
demand.
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Weather

Thursday, December 5, 2024
(24-hour observations at 8:29 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 39; Low: 21; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.12
feet at 8:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast

Today: A 30% chance of snow showers, mainly after 4
p-m. Partly sunny, with a high near 26. West wind around 20
mph, with gusts as high as 40 mph.

Tonight: A 30% chance of snow showers before 7 p.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 17. West wind 10 to 15
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Friday: Sunny, with a high near 29. West wind 5 to 10
mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 20.
Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 39.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 29.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 49.

Sunday Night: Showers likely, mainly after 1 a.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 40. Chance of precipita-
tion is 70%.

Monday: Showers likely, mainly before 1 p.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 52. Chance of precipitation is 70%.

Monday Night: A 50% chance of showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 37.

Tuesday: A 30% chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with
a high near 45.

Tuesday Night: A slight chance of rain and snow show-
ers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 25.

Wednesday: A slight chance of rain and snow showers.
Partly sunny, with a high near 33.

U.S.: At least 8 U.S. telecom
firms, dozens of nations
impacted by China hacking

WASHINGTON (AP) — A top White House official on
Wednesday said at least eight U.S. telecom firms and dozens
of nations have been impacted by a Chinese hacking cam-
paign.

Deputy national security adviser Anne Neuberger offered
new details about the breadth of the sprawling Chinese
hacking campaign that gave officials in Beijing access to
private texts and phone conversations of an unknown num-
ber of Americans.

Neuberger divulged the scope of the hack a day after the
FBI and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agen-
cy issued guidance intended to help root out the hackers and
prevent similar cyberespionage in the future. White House
officials cautioned that the number of telecommunication
firms and countries impacted could still grow.

The U.S. believes that the hackers were able to gain
access to communications of senior U.S. government offi-
cials and prominent political figures through the hack, Neu-
berger said.

“We don’t believe any classified communications has
been compromised,” Neuberger added during a call with
reporters.

She noted that because the hack appeared to be targeting
a relatively small group of individuals, only a small num-
ber of Americans’ phone calls and texts have been com-
promised. Neuberger added that impacted companies are
all responding, but none “have fully removed the Chinese
actors from these networks.”

“So there is a risk of ongoing compromises to communi-
cations until U.S. companies address the cybersecurity gaps
the Chinese are likely to maintain their access,” Neuberger
said.

She said that President Joe Biden has been briefed on the
findings and that the White House “has made it a priority for
the federal government to do everything it can to get to the
bottom this.”

The Chinese embassy in Washington on Tuesday rejected
the accusations that it was responsible for the hack after the
U.S. federal authorities issued new guidance.

“The U.S. needs to stop its own cyberattacks against
other countries and refrain from using cyber security to
smear and slander China,” embassy spokesperson Liu
Pengyu said.

The embassy did not immediately respond to messages
on Wednesday.

White House officials believe that the hacking was
regionally targeted and the focus was on very senior govern-
ment officials.

Federal authorities confirmed in October that hackers
linked to China targeted the phones of then-presidential can-
didate Donald Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance,
along with people associated with Democratic candidate
Vice President Kamala Harris.

The number of countries impacted by the hack is current-
ly believed to be in the “low, couple dozen,” according to a
senior administration official.

The official, who spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity under ground rules set by the White House, said they
believed the hacks started at least a year or two ago.
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Jean Gleim, 96

Jean Gleim, 96, of Uniondale,
passed away on the morning of
Dec. 4, 2024 at Stillwater Hospice
Home in Fort Wayne.

Jean had worked as an Avon
lady and babysitter for many
years. She also worked at Rich-
ards Restaurant in Bluffton for
over 20 years. She was a lifetime
member of Markle Church of
Christ where she taught Sunday
school and Wednesday Nights
for over 25 years. Jean was a Girl
Scout leader and then director for several years and a
member of the Red Hatters. She loved spending time
with her great grandkids, doing word search puzzles,
gardening and working in her flower beds.

Jean was born on March 20, 1928, in Uniondale, a
daughter of the late Clarence W. and Grace (Derr) Platt .

She was united in marriage to Robert M. Gleim on
Aug. 30, 1958, in Markle. He preceded her in death on
March 10, 1981.

Survivors include a daughter, Dawn Davis of Union-
dale; a sister, Shirley (Kay) Mounsey of Warren; two
sister-in-laws, Anna Louise Platt of Uniondale and Dot-
tie Platt of Texas; a grandson, Matthew (Jessica) Davis
of Helton, Kentucky; three great-granddaughters:
Natasha, Matelynn (Dylan) and Maddison; and several
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by two brothers, Wayne
Platt and Butch Platt, and her son-in-law, Rick Davis.

Visitation will take place from 4-6 p.m. on Monday,
Dec. 9, 2024, at the Markle Church of Christ, 455 E.
Morse St. in Markle.

Funeral Services will take place at 6 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 9, 2024, following visitation at the church.

Interment will be at later date at the Horeb Cemetery
in Uniondale, IN.

Preferred Memorials can be made out to the Still-
water Hospice in care of Myers Funeral Home, PO Box
403, Markle, IN 46770.

Howard Denial Perry, 84

Howard Denial Perry, 84,
passed away Tuesday evening,
Dec. 3, 2024, at his residence fol-
lowing an extended illness.

Howard was born in Bluffton
on Feb. 19, 1940, to Kenneth E.
and Mary Jane (Grogg) Perry,
both parents preceded him in
death. He married Bev A. (Bun-
yard) in Bluffton on Dec. 9, 1962,
she survives in Bluffton.

He was a Bluffton High School
Class of 1958 graduate, follow-
ing graduation, he served in the United States Air Force
for four years. Howard retired from the City of Bluffton
Police Dept. in 1989, serving as a patrolman and dis-
patcher for 26 V2 years. Following retirement, he moved
to North Webster, Indiana and worked part-time for
the local grocery as a carry-out, where the locals knew
Howard as the Birthday singer to local customers. He
enjoyed singing, fishing and hunting, fixing up bicy-
cles, lawn mowers and treasure hunting the streets of
Bluffton. Howard never met a stranger and was always
ready to lend a helping hand. Howard served as secre-
tary for the Bluffton Men’s Monday Nite bowling league
for several years.

In addition to his wife, Howard is survived by two
daughters, Beth (Kenny) Garrison of Bluffton and Holly
McAfee of Tocsin, Indiana; five grandchildren, Kara
L. Rockwell, Leah (Trent) Miller, Josh (Ashley) McAfee,
Caleb (Becca) McAfee and Amy (Chris) Barbknecht; five
great-grandchildren, JJ McAfee, Iva McAfee, Eli Miller,
Adelaide Miller and Raema Miller; a brother, Kenneth
Perry of Keystone; and a sister, Roxanna Thompson
of Poneto; and a half sister, Jessica (Lowell) Lynn of
Coatesville, Indiana.

Howard was preceded in death by his parents; a son-
in-law, Jann McAfee; three brothers, Max, Harold and
Steve Perry; and a sister, Mary Lucille Angelo.

Visitation will be held on Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024,
from 1:00 until 6:00 p.m. at Goodwin — Cale & Harnish
Memorial Chapel in Bluffton. A funeral service will be
held on Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, at 10:30 a.m. at the
funeral home with visitation one hour prior to the ser-
vice. Pastor Steve Austin will officiate. Burial will follow
at Six Mile Cemetery in Bluffton, with military honor’s
performed by the United States Air Force and the Amer-
ican Legion Post 111 Honor Guard.

Memorials can be made to Wells County Food Bank
or Helping Hands.

Online condolences can be made to www.goodwin-
caleharnish.com.

Perry Lyle Hanlin, 68

Perry Lyle Hanlin, 68, passed away Nov.8, 2024 after
an extended illness. Perry was born Dec. 29, 1955 in
Bluffton, at Wells County Hospital to George “Ace” Han-
lin and Esther C (Axe) Hanlin of Pennville.

Preceding him in death were his parents and grand-
parents.

He is survived by wife, Jackie Whitcomb; sons, Sean
Whitcomb, Mason Reisen; brother, Patrick (Susie) Han-
lin; sister, Peggy (Steve) Manor; and will be missed by
many nieces and nephews.

There will be a Celebration of Life on Dec. 7, 2024, in
the Pennville Gym in Pennville, Indiana from 1-5 p.m.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Walker & Glan-
cy Funeral Home, Montpelier, IN.

Gingrbread contest goes virtual

This year if you want to enter the city’s Ginger-
bread Decorating Contest it must be done virtually
and emailed before Dec. 13.

The categories include: Youth (9 & under/adults
may help), ages 10-15 and Adults (16+).

Children’s houses may be made of graham crack-
ers with all decorations edible, except the base. Size
must not exceed 12 by 12 inches. Awards will be
given in each category. Photos with name, phone
number and category should be emailed to events@
blufftonindiana.gov before Dec. 13.

Voting will take place on the Bluffton Parks
Department Facebook page from Dec. 16-19. Each
like will count as a vote.

INCIDENTS

City:

Tuesday, 4:17 p.m., Pey-
ton’s Northern Distribution
Center. Report of stolen wal-
let.

County:

Tuesday, 1:32 p.m., 6713
E 800 S, Bluffton. Report
of 10 dogs running loose.
Officer did not observe loose
dogs, but warned owner
about report.

Tuesday, 2:34 p.m., 8161
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S 700 E, Bluffton. Report of
stray dogs.

Tuesday, 2:53 p.m., Wells
County Jail. Warrant served
to inmate.

Tuesday, 8:07 p.m., 1739
W 300 S, Bluffton. Car vs.
deer.

Wednesday, 6:02 a.m.,
Wells County Jail. Warrant
served.

ACCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 6:55 p.m., Mar-

Police Notebook

ket Street at Johnson Street.
Michael Dove, 62, Bluff-
ton, was backing a 2019
Dodge Grand Caravan and
struck a parked Chevrolet
Express. Damage exceeded
$5.,000.

Saturday, 7:05 p.m.,
S.R. 124 west of West-
field Drive. David Butler,
59, Bluffton, was driving
a 2015 Dodge Durango
westbound on S.R. 124
and struck a deer. Damage

exceeded $5,000.
ARRESTS

Donnelle Nicole Harris,
42, Fairfield, Illinois; pro-
bation violation, a Level 6
felony. Bond not set.

Cheryl Darlene Blevins,
39, Bluffton; assisting a
criminal, a Level 6 felony.
Bond set at $5,000.

Kyle Wayne Souter, 42,
Decatur; probation violation,
a Level 6 felony. Bond not
set.

Death row inmate’s mental illness warrants
delayed execution for case review, lawyers say

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

In new court documents,
Joseph Corcoran’s legal
team doubled down that the
Indiana death row inmate’s
“severe” mental illness has
prevented him from prop-
erly requesting post-convic-
tion relief.

The filing, submitted to
the Indiana Supreme Court
on Tuesday, was in response
to state attorneys’ insistence
that Corcoran “is compe-
tent to be executed.” Indi-
ana Attorney General Todd
Rokita has adamantly reject-
ed requests to put the execu-
tion on hold.

Corcoran’s execution
will take place in two weeks
— currently scheduled
before sunrise on Dec. 18 —
unless the state’s high court
justices grant the inmate’s
request for a stay and an
opportunity to have his case
reviewed.

So far, however, Corco-
ran has been unwilling to
sign the necessary paper-
work to initiate a clemency
review or other avenues that
could result in his removal
from death row.

Corcoran’s lawyers said
his ability to do so has been
hampered by “the nature of
his paranoid schizophre-
nia” and the persistent,
painful delusions he suffers
from.” Corcoran, his coun-
sel emphasized, “is detached
from reality.”

“There exist serious
concerns about Corcoran’s
mental state as his execution
looms,” Corcoran’s defense
attorney wrote in the lat-
est court filing. “But two
things are clear: Corcoran
suffers from severe paranoid
schizophrenia, and the man-
ifestations of that schizo-
phrenia prevent him from
rationally understanding that
the State intends to execute
him because a jury found
him guilty of murder. He
does not understand why he
is about to be executed, and
there is no deterrence or ret-
ribution served. His execu-
tion would serve no purpose
other than to inflict uncon-
stitutionally inhumane cruel
and unusual punishment.”

On his behalf, Corco-
ran’s attorneys asked the
state’s supreme court to stay
— delay — the execution
and allow the Allen County
Superior Court to hold an

evidentiary hearing on a late
petition for post-conviction
relief.

A final plea for relief

Corcoran — then 22 —
killed his brother, James
Corcoran, 30; Robert Scott
Turner, 32; Douglas A.
Stillwell, 30; and Timo-
thy G. Bricker, 30, on July
26, 1997. He committed
the murders at the home he
shared with his brother and
a sister.

Joseph Corcoran told
police at the time that the
four men had been talking
about him. He first placed
his 7-year-old niece in an
upstairs bedroom to protect
her from the gunfire before
killing the four men.

He then laid down the
rifle, went to a neighbor’s
house, and asked them to
call the police. A search of
his room and attic, to which
only he had access, uncov-
ered over 30 firearms, sev-
eral munitions, explosives,
guerrilla tactic military issue
books, and a copy of “The
Turner Diaries.”

At his original sentenc-
ing, Corcoran stated that
he wanted to waive all his
appeals. And in the early
2000s, when the time was
still ripe for Corcoran to ini-
tiate post-conviction review,
he refused to sign the post-
conviction petition.

Those refusals are now
at the center of a debate
between Corcoran’s lawyers
at the Indiana Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office.

In their Tuesday filing,
the inmate’s legal team
argued that Corcoran’s per-
sistent “irrationality” is the
“hallmark of the case.”

“[H]is decisions reject-
ing a life plea offer, refusing
to pursue post-conviction
relief, and seeking his own
execution are not motivated
by clear thinking, but are
instead the product of his
desire to relieve the pain he
feels from delusions (and
his desire to prove his delu-
sions — which to him are
very real — are not actu-
ally delusions),” Corcoran’s
defense attorney wrote.

They outlined a history in
which Corcoran’s mental ill-
ness affected trial and post-
conviction proceedings.

State attorneys origi-
nally offered Corcoran a
life sentence if he would
accept a plea or waive jury.

He refused, however, say-
ing he would only agree
to the terms if the state
“would sever his vocal
cords first because his invol-
untary speech allowed oth-
ers to know his innermost
thoughts.”

Later, at his criminal trial,
two mental health experts
questioned Corcoran’s com-
petency to proceed, the
inmate’s lawyers recalled.
The experts noted Corcoran
was not competent to stand
trial “because his mental ill-
ness rendered him incapable
of assisting counsel in his
own defense.”

In post-conviction,
“Corcoran continued to act
irrationally,” his lawyers
said in their latest filing.

“... Corcoran’s decision-
making regarding whether
to pursue state post-convic-
tion review was irrational
because it was motivated
by a delusion that the pris-
on tortured him with an
ultrasound machine,” they
added.

Ongoing mental illness

Separately, Corcoran’s
clemency request has yet to
be accepted by the Indiana
Parole Board. Although his
lawyers have filed the peti-
tion on his behalf, Corcoran
himself has not signed the
necessary paperwork.

As of Tuesday, Indiana
Parole Board chairwoman
Gwendolyn Horth told the
Capital Chronicle had not
received the clemency peti-
tion with Corcoran’s signa-
ture and therefore “currently
have no plans for a clem-
ency hearing.” A decision
regarding the last-ditch plea
would be left to Indiana’s
governor.

But Corcoran’s lawyers
maintain that “if his mental
illness prevents him from
affixing his signature to a
claim that he is severely
mentally ill, it would be a
Catch-22 (and an unconsti-
tutional one, at that), to still
require his signature.”

“He would be prevented
from litigating his mental
illness because he is mental-
ly ill,” the state and federal
defense attorneys continued.
Requiring Corcoran’s signa-
ture, rather, would violate
his Eighth Amendment and
constitutional rights, they
said.

“This Court should con-
sider as a policy question

whether it makes sense to
deprive a mentally ill person
access to the court to litigate
competency simply because
they do not sign a petition,”
the lawyers wrote. “Sub-
jecting the seriously men-
tally ill to such requirements
imposes a penalty for suf-
fering from a mental illness.
It would, in effect, deprive
them access to the courts to
evaluate their mental illness
because of their mental ill-
ness. Particularly, in cases
such as Corcoran’s, where
they seek to minimize their
mental illness, an attor-
ney must be able to litigate
their competency on their
behalf.”

State attorneys assert
that Corcoran wants to be
executed and has “a ratio-
nal understanding of the
reason for his execution.”
The attorney general has
additionally pointed to a
2006 letter and statements in
years past in which Corco-
ran “admitted he fabricated
this delusion.”

But the inmate’s law-
yers emphasized that his
statements “reflect only
the dissonance of someone
attempting to mask their
mental illness.” They said,
too, the most recent men-
tal health professionals to
evaluate Corcoran “have all
questioned [his] competence
under trial and post-convic-
tion standards.”

“His denials are feeble
considering the evidence,
and simply prove his desire
to mask his illness,” Corco-
ran’s lawyers said. “That
these proclamations of fab-
rication came from the per-
son whose paranoid schizo-
phrenia removes him from
reality and causes erratic
thoughts and behavior alone
renders the statements sus-
pect.”

Further, defense coun-
sel pointed to a short book
Corcoran published in Sep-
tember, under the pseud-
onym of J.C. Chase, called,
“A Whistle-blower report:
Electronic Harassment.”

“The prison note and
Corcoran’s book demon-
strate that his delusions
have not abated even with
prison-administered psycho-
tropic medication,” Corco-
ran’s attorneys wrote. “The
book alone demonstrates the
throes of the mental illness
and how resistant to treat-

Former Indiana AG Curtis Hill to stand trial
after judge denies accusers’ requested delay

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
Former Indiana Attorney General
Curtis Hill is set to stand trial before a
jury next week, following two years of
delays — and nearly seven years since
Hill allegedly groped a lawmaker and

three staffers during a party.

At a final pre-trial conference Tues-
day, counsel representing the four
plaintiffs asked Marion Superior Court
Judge Patrick Dietrick to delay pro-
ceedings. The judge declined.

Instead, Dietrick gave preliminary
instructions. He led both sides’ lawyers
through the upcoming jury selection
process, detailed his approach to direct
examination and outlined a rough sched-
ule for the five-day civil battery trial.

It’s set to run Monday through Fri-
day. Dietrick said he hoped to have the

jury seated by lunchtime Monday so
that counsel could give opening state-
ments that afternoon.

Plaintiffs Niki DaSilva, Samantha
Lozano, Gabrielle McLemore and for-
mer Rep. Maria Candelaria Reardon
accused then-Attorney General Hill of
unwanted touching during a bar gath-
ering celebrating the legislative ses-
sion’s end on March 15,2018.

He has consistently denied the allega-
tions, calling them “false”” and “vicious.”

A special prosecutor was assigned
to the case and chose not to bring crim-
inal charges. But the Indiana Supreme
Court found in 2020, after a disciplin-
ary commission complaint, that Hill
had committed criminal battery. It sus-
pended his law license for 30 days.

The four plaintiffs originally filed
suit in the U.S. District Court for

prior.

Southern District in 2019, but the court
dismissed it in 2020. They re-filed in
state court that year.

That’s also the year Hill sought
reelection to his post, losing to current
Attorney General Todd Rokita at the
Indiana Republican Party’s convention.

Hill launched a gubernatorial bid
last year, in an attempted political
comeback. But he came in sixth —
last — according to the state’s primary
election records.

Amid the jockeying for the Repub-
lican nomination, Hill was still fighting
the case.

He was scheduled to go on trial the
month before the primary election,
but Dietrick vacated jury proceedings
five days ahead of time. The trial was
delayed several times in the two years
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An evening with
a Congressman

What questions would you ask a
newly elected Congressman if you and
a few close friends have a long evening
of his undivided attention?

My monthly Socratic discussion
group faced just this challenge recently
as Third District Congressman Marlin
Stutzman, an occasional participant in
our group, met with us to discuss our
post-election outlook on Congress,
President Donald Trump and the
nation.

We modified our semi-strict rules
of engagement by allowing him about
15 minutes of introductory
remarks before the ques-
tioning began. Truth be
told, we couldn’t contain
our inquisitiveness for the
whole 15 minutes as the
questions queued up. That
was fine with him, as he is
familiar with our methodology of structured questions and
answers.

Our group sees our annual federal deficit and mount-
ing national debt as the existential issue for America, an
apocalyptic event just waiting to happen. Is there any sense
of urgency in Washington about a potential government
default on debt service? Yes and no, apparently. Yes, in that
any person of average intelligence knows that this can’t go
on indefinitely. But no, in that it will take a massive infu-
sion of political courage to stand up and shout “Stop!”

The monkey is on the Republicans’ back in that they
won the trifecta on Nov. 5. With control of the White
House, Senate and House of Representatives, they should
be able to achieve their legislative priorities. Elon Musk and
his Department of Governmental Efficiency generate daily
headlines, but let’s see what actually happens after January
20. Recall Trump’s 2016 promise to drain the swamp. It
appears to many out here in flyover land that the alligators
are meaner and more numerous than ever.

We could have spent the whole two hours on this topic
but there are other pressing issues that Congressman
Stutzman and his colleagues must address. Artificial intel-
ligence is a hot topic, perhaps the greatest unknown but
one just begging for governmental attention, for good or
for bad. China is high on the list as an economic antagonist
and perhaps also a military one. Both of these topics were
addressed by our group in the past year.

It was Vladimir Putin and the war in Ukraine that
received the lion’s share of our time. We had a special
guest, a Marine who did four tours in Iraq and earned seven
medals before being honorably discharged due to his many
wounds.

It’s easy for us armchair generals to propose strategies
for thwarting Putin’s designs on former Soviet republics
now recognized as independent nations. Putin calls these
breakaways as the “near abroad,” a term loaded with men-
ace. Putin, a 21st century Russian tsar, wants them reunited
with Mother Russia. Restoring the Russian empire of Peter
the Great and Joseph Stalin is very much alive in Putin’s
fevered brain. This is a classic case of what political sci-
entists term irredentism, or an attitude of “we had it before
and we want it back.”

So how do we stop him? Encourage domestic opposi-
tion that results in a coup d’etat? Increase our support of
Ukraine through weapons shipments? Involve NATO in a
more formal manner, perhaps including the sending of com-
bat units?

All of these ideas have rather significant downsides.
Putin is essentially a dictator, able to suppress domestic
opposition in a ruthless manner. Will more Western weap-
ons systems or NATO troops push Putin to introduce nucle-
ar weapons in response?

This was the point in time when we asked our Marine
veteran guest to offer his opinion. To him the answer was
simple: figure out how to work with Putin. A Marine who is
risk averse? Yes, if you are a Marine who has seen the busi-
ness end of war multiple times.

Sometimes, you just have to live for another day.
Therein may lie the problem. We Americans just can’t
see beyond today. How many times have you heard superla-
tives used in describing current events? The most important

election in our history! The most critical Supreme Court
appointment ever! Climate change will end life as we know
it! — it does get tiresome.

Marlin Stutzman participated fully in these discussions,
answering our questions and asking his own. He clearly is
prepared to engage these difficult issues in the new Con-
gress. The obvious question for Stutzman, who served in
Congress from 2010 to 2016, was why would he want to
go back? There was a cynicism underlying this question. I
should know; I asked it.

Stutzman replied he is more optimistic now than when
he first went to D. C. in 2010. Seriously? Yes, due to his
high opinion of the uniqueness of the American people in
their ability to meet challenges. Then there is all the good
the United States has done for the world at large, current
woke wisdom aside.

Stutzman’s optimism, not my cynicism, is what the
country needs now in abundance.

Mark
Franke

‘Hoosier
Opinions

Mark Franke, an adjunct scholar of the Indiana Policy Review,
is formerly an associate vice chancellor at
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne.

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, Dec.
5, the 340th day of 2024.
There are 26 days left in the
year.

Today in history: On
Dec. 5, 2013, Nelson Man-
dela, the anti-apartheid
leader who became South
Africa’s first Black presi-
dent, died at age 95.

Also on this date:

In 1848, in an address to
Congress, President James
K. Polk sparked the Gold
Rush of ‘49 by confirming
that gold had been discov-
ered in California.

In 1933, national Prohibi-
tion came to an end as Utah
became the 36th state to rat-
ify the 21st Amendment to
the Constitution, repealing
the 18th Amendment.

THE SCAREEST PART
IS THAT I STILL
CANT SEE HOW

IT ENDS/

How Trump can end the

war in Ukraine for good

As the bloodiest century in human history
drew to a close, Americans looked back at the
catastrophic mistakes that paved the way for
World War II and the Cold War. Chief among
them: the 1938 Munich agreement, British Prime
Minister Neville Chamberlain’s misguided effort
to appease Adolf Hitler, and the disastrous 1945
Yalta agreement that partitioned Europe and left
the world teetering on the brink of nuclear Arma-
geddon.

At the start of a hopeful new century came
anew axiom of U.S. foreign policy: No more
Munichs, no more Yaltas.

To which we must add: No more Budapests.

On Dec. 5, the world will mark the 30th
anniversary of the Budapest Memorandum of Security
Assurances, the disastrous agreement that paved the way
to today’s bloody war in Ukraine. As President-elect Don-
ald Trump prepares to negotiate an end to that struggle,
he should heed the lessons of Budapest — so he does not
repeat them.

After the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, Ukraine
inherited nearly 2,000 nuclear weapons, along with inter-
continental ballistic missiles and strategic bombers to
deliver them — making it the world’s third-largest nuclear
power. So, in 1994, President Bill Clinton brokered an
agreement among Russia, Ukraine, the United States
and Britain in which Ukraine agreed to give up those
weapons. In exchange, Russia pledged to “respect the
independence and sovereignty and the existing borders of
Ukraine” and to “refrain from the threat or use of force
against the territorial integrity or political independence of
Ukraine.” Moscow also agreed to refrain from the “threat
of aggression in which nuclear weapons are used.” And
the United States and Britain gave Ukraine security guar-
antees, promising “to provide assistance to Ukraine ... if
Ukraine should become a victim of an act of aggression.”

Those guarantees proved empty. In 2014, Russian
President Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine and annexed
Crimea, in direct violation of the pledges Russia made in
Budapest. In the face of this aggression, President Barack
Obama’s administration failed to hold up the United
States’ end of the bargain, refusing to provide Ukraine
with weapons to defend itself. Instead, out of fear that
arming Ukraine would provoke Moscow, Obama offered
Ukraine only nonlethal aid.

When Trump took office, he reversed Obama’s policy
of appeasement and became the first president to provide
Kyiv with lethal aid. Trump also got tough on Putin in
a host of other ways — imposing crippling sanctions
on Moscow, expelling Russian diplomats, launching a
cyberattack on Russia targeting St. Petersburg’s Internet
Research Agency, giving the green light for the U.S. mili-
tary to take out hundreds of Wagner Group mercenaries

Marc

in eastern Syria and persuading NATO members
to increase their defense spending by $400 bil-
lion. Result? Putin paused his aggression during
Trump’s term.

But after Joe Biden took office, Putin resumed
his conquest of Ukraine. In the wake of Putin’s
2022 full-scale invasion, Clinton acknowledged
that the Budapest agreement he negotiated was to
blame. “I feel a personal stake because I got them
to agree to give up their nuclear weapons,” Clin-
ton told Irish broadcaster RTE. “None of them
believe that Russia would have pulled this stunt if

Thiessen Ukraine still had their weapons.”

What lessons can we learn from the failure of
the Budapest accord?

First, Putin does not want peace; he wants Ukraine.
He will violate any international agreement Russia signs
to achieve his objective. The only way to stop him is to
make his objective impossible to achieve. As we have
seen, Putin believes he can wait out a strong U.S. presi-
dent until another weak one replaces him. If allowed to do
s0, he simply will use a cessation of hostilities to pause,
reconstitute his forces and resume his invasion when the
time is right. If Trump wants a peace that outlasts his pres-
idency, that agreement must create conditions that make a
resumption of war impossible.

Second, Western security guarantees are worthless
unless they are backed up with Western military might. A
lasting peace will require that whatever agreement Trump
negotiates creates defensible borders, with a demilitarized
zone enforced by an international peacekeeping force
(made up of European, not U.S., troops). Putin must
understand that this agreement is final, and that if he ever
tries to resume his invasion, he will not be fighting just
Ukraine.

Third, Ukraine must be militarily strong enough to
deter Russia. Giving up its nuclear deterrent, and depend-
ing on others to protect it, was a mistake. Ukraine will
need to create a conventional deterrent so powerful that
Russia will never take it on. This means that, even if
Trump succeeds in forging peace, the imperative to arm
Ukraine will continue. We must find mechanisms to
increase the flow of U.S. weapons headed to Kyiv that do
not require U.S. taxpayers to bear the cost.

If Trump wants to avoid presiding over a historic fail-
ure like Budapest, he needs to avoid the trap of trying to
appease Putin with promises of Ukrainian neutrality and
disarmament. He does not want to join Neville Cham-
berlain in the pantheon of leaders who promised peace in
our time but delivered the opposite. Trump says he wants
to prevent World War I11. If that is the case, he should
do what he did in his first term and secure peace through
strength.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen on X, @marcthiessen.

Anticipation and Christmas preparations

Keeping the Daugh-
erty tradition of Christ-
mas pizza had become
a bit of a problem. It
began when Mom, aka
Dorothy, fell and broke

Angelkeep
Journals

ites are not ques-

.| having to have to fit inside a Christ-
™ mas card. Gift card. Check. Cash.
Today, Christmas cards have become
nearly as rare as the feeding of fishes
to the Murrayites’ multitude.

When Murrayites raked in the
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an arm. It rendered her unable to
provide a meal for the multitude of
kids and grandkids on the weekend
prior to Christmas. Dad ordered TJ’s
pizza. Probably the largest pizza’s
ever made in the world. It took three
to feed the clan. From then on it was
expected. Desired. Called for. Deli-
cious. Tradition.

Ordering pizza on Christmas Day
created a problem. Buy frozen in
advance? Reheat leftover local piz-
zeria pizza? Make one from scratch?
Pillsbury pizza crust in a tube? Do
they continue to sell Chef Boy-ar-dee
Pizza’s in a box like the 1960s? Pizza
on a French baguette satisfies fill-
ingly and unfailingly.

In 1899, Murray, Indiana, received
a pre-Christmas surprise of, not pizza
but Christmas fish for everyone.

The Bible held a story of feeding the
multitude with fish and bread. The
Murrayites’ smaller size multitude
became just as grateful. Every inhab-
itant received their fill of fine pike,
suckers, and bass.

“There were no carp in the lot.”
Hundreds of fish weighing in at
“about a hundred pounds were caught
in all, some of them of very fair size.”
The pre-Christmas Wabash River
suddenly “thawed and immediately
after the ice broke fish began run-
ning down the mill race above the
dam. Evidently the fish were about
frozen so they swam lazily on top of
the water and a crowd lifted them out
easily. What caused them to migrate
in this style is a mystery, but Murray-

tioning the whys
and wherefores.
They are satisfied
to eat the fish.”

Crﬁigvillﬁt’s Alan
Daugherty-home-
made pizza often D aug her ty

became a last min-

ute evening decision. A meat topping
depended on what the refrigerator
held. Never pepperoni. Sometimes
bologna. Hot dog chunks. Tuna. Yes,
we actually ate tuna pizza.

The large Daugherty family
invented the thinner-thinnest crust.
One pizza mix was spread to all four
edges of the largest cookie sheet.
Chopped onion and celery always
added bulk to the topping.

Extra cheese? Never. The only
cheese came from the box mix’s cel-
lophane packet of dry grated parme-
san which looked more like a light
dusting of sawdust.

In adult years of stricter diet-
ing, pizza had been produced with a
thawed loaf of frozen bread spread
as crust on a cookie sheet. Toppings
included fresh spinach, celery for the
great crunch factor, sliced olives, feta
cheese, all placed over tomato sauce
garnish with lots of oregano. A magi-
cal topper included dropped dobs-to-
the-measure-in-globs of thick tomato
paste.

With Angelkeep’s children and
grandchildren spread out to all cor-
ners of the United States, gifts were
already prepared for mailing. Gifts
purposely came predetermined as to

holiday fish bonanza, Blufftonites
were told to expect packages to arrive
via the mail during the two-three
days prior to Christmas Sunday. Post-
men began looking like Santa with
his overloaded bag of goodies. The
post office gifted the mail carriers
welcome relief by putting off pack-
age deliveries. Those items would be
sent out on a wagon, not a sleigh, for
delivery.

Christmas Day at Angelkeep will
be a welcome, quiet, two-person
celebration. It’s become a tradition.
One old couple, snuggled under a
warm cover on the davenport (an old-
school term,) watching new Christ-
mas DVDs selected recently. Chosen
together as a jointly-purchased
Christmas gift for each other.

With Ma and her tea cup, and Pa
with a hand in a large bowl of party
mix, the celebration will be quiet.
Blessedly quiet.

There will be pizza. However
at this point in the pre-Christmas
preparations, the type of pizza had
yet to have been determined. As a
last-minute option to keep tradition
alive, the freezer contained a package
of pizza rolls.

The pantry’s stocked with Doritos
triple cheese pizza, loaded pepperoni
pizza, and pizza supreme flavored
chips. The last option always avail-
able: toast with Contadina Pizza
Squeeze and tuna.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident

who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”
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Senioritis struggles: Fed
up and counting down

Dear Annie: I'm a 17-year-old girl,
and I will be turning 18 next month. I'm
a senior in high school, and my grades are
excellent! I’ve applied to all of my col-
leges, and now I’m waiting for the deci-
sions, which I will find out very soon. I
live in Arizona, and the schools are in
New York, D.C. and North Carolina (with
my first choice being in New York).

My problem is this: senioritis. Before
I was a senior, I heard that senioritis is
inevitable, and I also heard that it can
result in a drop in grades, plus procrasti-
nation. I don’t have those problems, my
problem is that everything and everyone
is irritating the heck out of me!

Let me give you some examples. The
bus: we have a new bus driver and she’s
not reliable. One day, she didn’t come and
me and my neighbors had to wait 30 min-
utes for a substitute bus to come, plus, I
had a math test first period! That ruined
my mood for the test, but luckily, I still
got a 90 percent on the test.

Also, the other students: I have been
having negative feelings toward my
peers, and it resulted in me getting into a
small argument with two of them in my
ceramics class. My feelings about high
school and the people in it are heavily
pessimistic. I'm also heavily against mak-
ing any new connections with the stu-
dents in my school, because to me, there’s
no point, especially when I'm going to
school out of state. However, I'll still
engage in conversations with some stu-
dents. Other than that, I just close myself
off from everyone. I know that’s not a
good thing, but that’s just the way I like
it. I need that fresh start from everything
and everyone at my school. My ceramics
teacher has seen the spike in my negativ-
ity and is trying to help me fix it, but I just
can’t. 'm tired of everything! Is this nor-
mal? Please help! — Girl Suffering from
Senioritis

Dear Senioritis: Sounds like you're
ready for green pastures — but don’t be
so quick to write off your high school.
The pressure is easing off now that your

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

college applica-
tions are in, S0 you
can take this final
semester to appre-
ciate all the little
things you DO
enjoy about senior
year.

And if you just
can’t help but dwell on the negative, rec-
ognize that learning how to cope with
irritations and frustrations will be a nec-
essary skill in college and beyond.

The fresh start you want is right
around the corner, but how you end this
chapter matters, too.

Dear Annie: I just read the letter about
the woman who was with a man for three
years, and then he was diagnosed with
multiple myeloma.

My husband died of multiple myelo-
ma. He suffered eight years with this can-
cer. There is no cure. Treatment only pro-
longs life with the cancer. There are times
of remission, which I call the hibernating
bear. It comes back.

Maybe he ended the relationship
because he knows this and is trying
to spare her. She lost one husband; he
doesn’t want her to go through it again. If
this might be the possible case, I under-
stand what he is doing.

It just might be easier to recover from
a bad break-up than it is another death.
Believe me, I know. — Heartbreak

Dear Heartbreak: There is no greater
pain than losing a loved one. Thank you
for providing this alternative perspective
for “In Shock.” It goes to show that we
should never jump to conclusions when
Jjudging someone’s choices.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” features favorite columns on
marriage, infidelity, communication and
reconciliation. It is available as a paper-
back and e-book. Visit http://www.cre-
atorspublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie Lane
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Answer

By Dr. Billy Fg
Graham {

God will give us the
strength to believe
and trust in Him

Question: My heart
breaks to watch the horrors
of what is happening in
Israel and the Arab states.
I hear both sides cry for
peace, but they’ve had lit-
tle. Would they even know
how to recognize peace? —
S.P.

Answer: Peace carries
with it the idea of unity,
completeness, rest, ease
and security. In the Old

pen? By looking to the
Prince of Peace, the Lord
Himself.

Christians recognize
that life is a spiritual battle.
We know that while we
are faced with troubles all
around, our spirits don’t
have to be troubled, for
God is in control. Chris-
tians know who holds the
future; for God holds the
key to the future. We do

and peace. Only the Holy
Spirit can give us peace in
the midst of the storms of
restlessness and despair.
We should not grieve our
Guide by indulging in
worry or paying undue
attention to self, or hoping
in others we believe can fix
what is wrong.

How do we begin yield-
ing to worry? We must
learn to trust Him each day

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2024 - The News-Banner - Page 5

BEETLE BAILEY

TBEDPRY?Z
\

WHEN WiLL

ARTER
MY NAP

©20p4 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate

ZITS

© 2024 by King Features S,

(e

NP

SO, THE YELLOWDYE IN
DORITOS MADE My
\SKIN TRANSPARENT *

E

zitscomics.com

™

*THE JOURNAL 'SCIENCE’
SEPTEMBER 5,2024

CRANKSHAFT

©2024 Bil Keane, (no
Dist. by King Features Synd
www.tamilycircus.com

“Dolly asked me to play with her,

© 2024 Mediagraphics, Inc. Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

BLONDIE
WELL, T JUST|  (REALLY? THAT HAS TO'\ (I SECOND
DOWNLOADED ; BE THE BEST THAT!
THE LATEST USE OF
MISTLETOE TECHNOLOGY
I'VE EVER
=

IsHOULD

50YouDID
EA CHEW My
FooR,

T MY
CUPCAKE!

©2024 27 Parinsrship. Dist by King Foatures

/ ,
ﬂ%

»m

ammanERIYES

ke

T T I T T T T T
» =t 1 o 1
Bl o e e e e e e t
[} 4 4
g 7 L =y =Y
o
=
£
o
9
~
2
®
o
£
2
v
>
<
[
|
4
2
el
ol
0
=IETFRISZS, INC. L61 uteC by Al EEe] /753100 www.thelockhorns.com

B30
1.

| (
N e

=
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Raiders dismantle Owls for
8th victory, one more than
last year’s season total

By RYAN WALKER

It’s only been nine games, but the South-
ern Wells Raiders have already topped their
win total from last season.

The 63-28 blowout over Muncie Bur-
ris (1-6) at the Raider Dome Wednesday
night tallied eight straight victories since the
opening night loss to Northfield. The Raid-
ers are 8-1 now after a 7-16 season a year
ago.

In every victory this season, Southern
Wells has won by over 10 points. The Indi-
ana Coaches of Girls Sports Association
ranked them No. 15 in 1A in their most
recent poll. It’s clear that the team has taken
a ginormous step forward.

“I knew I had 10 or 12 girls that are var-
sity level players, and most schools our size
don’t have 10 that they can play, and so it’s
such an advantage,” Southern Wells head
coach Kyle Penrod said after the game.
“And so that depth gives me an advantage
that if somebody’s not having their best
night, I can still win. And a lot of teams
that we play, if their best player has an
off night, they’re done for. That’s one big
advantage.”

All 10 players that played meaningful
mintues throughout the game had an impact
at some point in different ways. Eight of the
10 scored, while all 10 tallied at least one
rebound.

The defensive energy of playing a rota-
tion of 10 players also helped, as the team
forced Muncie Burris to concede possession
18 times.

Ashlie Needler (16) and Erika Beavans
(11) put up double figures, while Kaylee
Davis added nine on 3-4 shooting. Kaylea
Coffel picked up six points, mostly in tran-
sition, while Kenzie Paxson went a perfect
4-4 down by the block.

The key for Penrod’s group is the way
they start. There’s been a handful of times
Penrod has seen a quarter or two fly by in a
bit of a slump. Against the Owls, it was the
exact opposite.

Needler hit the first two buckets of the

game for the Raiders and Davis got one of
her own. That freed up Collena Reeves for a
three and the points just kept falling.

Muncie Burris got its first shot to fall in
the paint from Layiana ElDeeb. Since that
bucket in the 7:02 mark, it was an almost
six-minute dry spell.

Sydney Jackson got a pair of layups in
for the Owls, but the spread was already
19-8.

In the next two quarters, the Raiders kept
the energy and scored 18 points back-to-
back and made the lead insurmountable.

In the third quarter, the team shot 8-9 and
was perfect on the first six attempts.

“We got off to a good start,” Penrod said.
“That makes the defense flow in, and then
when people come in, those good vibes are
contagious.”

The points and the defense was set up
by the junior varsity contest when Southern
Wells defeated Muncie Burris 30-0 in two
quarters. Ellie DeWeese scored seven to
lead the team, and Cadence Watkins, Lexi
Pennington and Lillian Paxson scored six
each.

Southern Wells will host Bluffton in
ACAC play at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7.

ryan@news-banner.com

SOUTHERN WELLS 63, MUNCIE BURRIS 28
at Southern Wells

MUNCIE BURRIS (1-6): Sydney Jackson 7-19 22, Lay-
iana ElDeeb 2-8 0-0 4, Ja’Maria Jackson 1-5 0-0 2, Anna
Murray 0-3 0-0 0, Grace Murray 0-6 0- 0, Kylie Bernier 0-0
0-0 0, Lauren Richmond 0-1 0-0 0, Avery Johnson 0-1 0-0
0. TOTALS: 10-42 8-14 28.

SOUTHERN WELLS (8-1): Ashlie Needler 8-13 0-0
16, Erika Beavans 4-10 1-2 11, Kaylee Davis 3-4 2-2 9,
Kenzie Paxson 4-4 0-2 8, Kaylea Coffel 3-5 0-0 6, Kyah
Thomas 1-3 0-0 3, Remi Holmes 1-4 0-0 3, Cadence Wat-
kins 1-2 0-0 2, Callie Ripperger 0-4 0-0 0, Aubree Meyer
0-0 0-0 0, Lillian Paxson 0-1 0-0 0. TOTALS: 27-55 3-8 63.

Muncie Burris 8 5 2 13 — 28

Southern Wells 19 18 18 8 — 63

Three-point Shooting: Muncie Burris 0-6 (S. Jackson 0-2,
A. Murray 0-2, G. Murray 0-1, Johnson 0-1), Southern Wells
6-19 (Beavans 2-6, Reeves 1-4, Davis 1-1, Thomas 1-2,
Holmes 1-3, Coffel 0-2, Ripperger 0-2). Rebounds: Muncie
Burris 19 (J. Jackson 9, A. Murray 3, G. Murray 3, ElDeeb 2,
S. Jackson 1, Richmond 1), Southern Wells 32 (Needler 8,
Reeves 6, Thomas 4, Coffel 3, Ripperger 3, Davis 3, Beav-
ans 2, Paxson 1, Meyer 1, Holmes 1). Turnovers: Muncie
Burris 18, Southern Wells 12. Fouls: Muncie Burris 6, South-
ern Wells 9. Fouled out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: 30-0 Southern Wells.

Bluffton-Harrison Middle School
got two big wins over Summit Middle
School Wednesday night.

The eighth grade team picked up a
45-41 nail-biter to improve to 5-1 on
the season. Chase Kistler led the team
with 16 points and nine rebounds,
Maddox White and Wyatt Holmes

Tigers defeat Summit in
two big hoops matches

(11), Vince Lambert (4) and Ethan
Ribich (3).

The seventh grade team won 25-17
and also improved to 5-1 on the season.
Davin Drayer led the team with nine
points and had eight rebounds. Kreigh
Ault and Riker Beste (6), Easton Schip-
per and Simeon Terry (2).

Day admits mistakes in Ohio
State’s loss to Michigan and looks
to playoffs to redeem himself

By MITCH STACY
AP Sports Writer

Ohio State coach Ryan Day said
Wednesday he was “in shock™ after losing
to rival Michigan for the fourth straight
year and looks to the College Football
Playoff as a chance to redeem himself and
his team.

The calls to fire Day have been growing
louder since Saturday’s 13-10 loss to under-
dog Michigan, a team that just became bowl
eligible the previous week.

What may be saving Day’s job immedi-
ately is that Ohio State is No. 6 in the lat-
est College Football Playoff rankings and
will have a national playoff game, possibly
at home, on Dec. 21 or 22. If the Buckeyes
win a national championship, all will be for-
given.

“There’s no way to defend losing four
years in a row,” Day said during his sign-
ing day news conference. “But I know this:
We’re going to play really hard in this game.
We’re going to swing as hard as we possibly
can.”

Day acknowledged what everyone who
watched Saturday’s game saw: The Buck-
eyes stayed with running plays that weren’t
working, pass protection was lousy, they fal-
tered in the red zone and had special-teams
problems, including two missed field goals
by Jaden Fielding.

“I was in shock after the game, I really
was,” Day said.

“There were some things that happened
in the game that, you know, I’'m responsi-
ble for that can never happen again. I don’t
know how else to say it,” he said. “And then
other things that, you know, it’s still a game
of football. Certain things that are going
to happen in the game affect the outcome.
That’s just how it goes.”

To make matters worse, a postgame
brawl started when jubilant Michigan play-
ers tried to plant their flag in the middle of
the block O at midfield, raising the ire of
Buckeyes players. Police had to use pepper
spray to get the teams apart. The Big Ten
Conference subsequently fined each school
$100,000.

The optics were bad for everyone con-
cerned.

Despite all the outside noise, Day said
everybody at the university has been behind
him. Ohio State athletic director Ross Bjork
expressed his “full support” for the coach.

“We got an opportunity to go win the
national championship and, you know,
everybody, around here has been very sup-
portive on that, focusing on that,” Day said.
“And that’s really what it is. And I know
what the job is. I know where the focus
needs to be. And there hasn’t been a ton of
communication other than that.”

Construction of A’'s Las Vegas
ballpark cost rises to $1.75 billion

By MARK ANDERSON
AP Sports Writer

LAS VEGAS (AP) — The Athletics’
move to southern Nevada is expected to
take a major step forward Thursday when
the 30-year lease, non-relocation and devel-
opment documents are likely to be approved
by the Las Vegas Stadium Authority follow-
ing a rise in the estimated cost of the ball-
park by $250 million to $1.75 billion.

Those agreements could be the last major
hurdles before construction can begin in the
spring on a Las Vegas Strip stadium pro-
jected to open for the start of the 2028 sea-
son, a ballpark in which underseat cooling is
planned.

Steve Hill, president and CEO of the
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Author-
ity, has maintained for several months those
items would be approved and didn’t change
his view this week. A backup meeting is
scheduled for Dec. 12 in case the approval
isn’t finalized Thursday, but Hill said he
anticipated canceling that second session.

“Obviously, our board still has an oppor-
tunity to review everything and ask ques-
tions,” Hill said. “But we have been through
drafts of all the outstanding documents at
this point a number of times over a long
period of time, and so I think the questions
have been answered. I think we’re ready to
approve.”

SPORTS

Southern Wells’ defenders Kaylee Davis (left) and Callie Ripperger (right) swarm Muncie Burris’
Anna Murray during the nonconference contest Wednesday night. The Raiders’ defense led the
way in a 63-28 victory over the Owls. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Raiders’ Collena Reeves (back) uses her wingspan to defend Owls’ Layiana ElDeeb.

High School Calendar

THURSDAY, DEC 5
GIRLS BASKETBALL:
Blackford at Bluffton, 7:30

p.m.
SWIMMING & DIVING
(co-ed): Bishop Luers/Black-
hawk at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.;
Leo at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.
WRESTLING: Bluffton

at Wayne, 6 p.m.; Southern
Wells at Tri-Central, 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC 6

BOYS BASKETBALL:
Bluffton at South Adams,
7:30 p.m.; Adams Central at
Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL:
Norwell at Huntington North,

7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC 7

BOYS BASKETBALL: Oak
Hill at Norwell, 1:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL:
Bluffton at Southern Wells,
7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Norwell at
Shamrock Duals, 9 a.m.

FORMULA 1
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

Site: Yas Island, Abu Dhabi.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 4:30 a.m., and 8 a.m.; Sat-
urday, practice, 5:30 a.m., and qualifying, 9 a.m.; Sunday,

race, 8 a.m. (ESPN).

Track: Yas Marina Circuit.

Race distance: 58 laps, 190.253 miles.

Last race: Verstappen, already crowned the season
champion for the fourth straight year, won in Qatar for his

second victory in three races and ninth of the season.

Fast facts: Heading into the season finale, Verstap-
pen has won 53 of 89 races in his championship seasons,
or 59.6%. ... Verstappen can match Michael Schumacher’s
record of five straight F1 season titles (2000-04) by win-
ning again next year. ... Verstappen joined Schumacher,
Lewis Hamilton (2017-20), Sebastian Vettel (2010-13) and
Juan Manuel Fangio (1954-57) as drivers with four straight
championships. ... Esteban Ocon, 14th in the point stand-
ings, has been released by Alpine and Jack Doohan will

replace him in the season finale, making his F1 debut.
Next race: March 16, Melbourne, Australia.
NASCAR Cup Series

Last race: Joey Logano led 107 laps to dominate the
winner-take-all finale at Phoenix Raceway on Nov. 10,
earning his third championship and completing a remark-
able turnaround after initially missing the second-round cut
before earning a reprieve with another driver’s disqualifica-
tion. Team Penske clinched its third motorsports crown in

less than a month.

Next race: Feb. 16,2025, Daytona Beach, Florida.
NASCAR Xfinity Series

Last race: Justin Allgaier took his first series title.

Next race: Feb. 15,2025, Daytona Beach, Florida.
NASCAR Truck Series

Last race: Ty Majeski dominated from the pole in a Ford
to earn his first championship, holding off playoff drivers
Corey Heim and Christian Eckes in the 150-mile finale at

Phoenix Raceway.

Next race: Feb. 14,2025, Daytona Beach, Florida.
IndyCar

Last race: Alex Palou claimed his second consecutive
IndyCar championship and third in four years at Nashville
Superspeedway, where Colton Herta won the Music City
Grand Prix for Andretti Global.

Next race: March 2, 2025, St. Petersburg, Florida.
NHRA Drag Racing

Last event: Drag racers ended their season in Pomona,
California, with Antron Brown winning the Top Fuel title
at the In-N-Out Burger NHRA Finals and taking his fourth

world championship.

Next event: March 6-9, 2025, Gainesville, Florida.
World of Outlaws Sprint Cars

Last event: David Gravel won in Concord, North Car-
olina, on Nov. 7 and clinched the series crown a day later.
Gravel finished fourth in the Nov. 8 race, which was enough

to lock up the title.

Next race: Feb. 5-8, 2025, Barberville, Florida.
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PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!” %
260-824-9149

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

ﬂ@% Discontinued

Closeout Tires
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Chevrolet, Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, RAM
FORMALY HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE

NEW NAME,
SAME GREAT SERVICE!

Chrysler, Dodge

Chevrolet
Jeep, RAM
260-824-0900 260-824-1931

WWW.FREEDOMCHEVROLETBLUFFTON.COM
WWW.! L.COM




SPORTS

FOOTBALL
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
WL T Pct PF PA

y-Buffalo 10 2 0 .833 355224

Miami 5 7 0 .417 232266

N.Y.Jets 3 9 0 .250 225268

e-New Eng. 310.250 .231 221 307
South

WL T Pct PF PA

Houston 8 5 0 .615 308288

Indianapolis 6 7 0 .462 267 298

Tennessee 3 9 0 .250 221 332

Jacksonville 210 0 .167 228 339
North

WL T Pct PF PA

Pittsburgh 9 3 0 .750 296 224

Baltmore 8 5 0 .615 383318

Cincinnati 4 8 0 .333 335340

Cleveland 3 8 0 .273 186 267
West

WL T Pct PF PA

x-Kansas City111 0 .917 289 235

L.A. Chargers8 4 0 .667 260 188

Denver 7 5 0 .583 264202

e-Las Vegas210 0 .167 223 333

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

WL T Pct PF PA

Philadelphia10 2 0 .833 320218

Washington 8 5 0 .615 376 296

Dallas 5 7 0 .417 248339

e-N.Y. Giants210 0 .167 183 279
South

WL T Pct PF PA

Atlanta 6 6 0 .500 257 291

TampaBay 6 6 0 .500 335296

New Orleans4 8 0 .333 276281

Carolina 3 9 0 .250 217 366
North

WL T Pct PF PA

Classitieds

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2024 - The News-Banner - Page 7

News-Banner Scoreboard

Detroit 11 1 0 .917 383203
Minnesota 10 2 0 .833 297 219
GreenBay 9 3 0 .750 318240
Chicago 4 8 0 .333 241240
West

WL T Pct PF PA
Seattle 7 5 0 .583 272265
Arizona 6 6 0 .500 266 259
LA.Rams 6 6 0 .500 254 290
San Francisco 5 7 0.417 270

295

e-Eliminated from playoffs
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
Thursday’s Games
Detroit 23, Chicago 20
Dallas 27, N.Y. Giants 20
Green Bay 30, Miami 17
Friday’s Games
Kansas City 19, Las Vegas 17
Sunday’s Games
Houston 23, Jacksonville 20
Indianapolis 25, New England 24
L.A. Chargers 17, Atlanta 13
Minnesota 23, Arizona 22
Pittsburgh 44, Cincinnati 38
Seattle 26, N.Y. Jets 21
Washington 42, Tennessee 19
L.A. Rams 21, New Orleans 14
Tampa Bay 26, Carolina 23, OT
Philadelphia 24, Baltimore 19
Buffalo 35, San Francisco 10
Monday’s Games
Cleveland at Denver, late
Thursday, Dec. 5
Thursday Night Football: Green Bay
at Detroit, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 8
Atlanta at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Miami, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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EMPLOYMENT Help Wanted

Help Wanted

COUNTY BUILDING
INSPECTOR

Wells County Government is
accepting resumes for a
County Building Inspector.
The Wells County Commis-
sioners as the county execu-
tive are seeking to employ a
full-time county building in-
spector. This person is re-
sponsible for planning and
overseeing county construc-
tion and final inspection, un-
der the direction of the
county executive. The county
building inspector shall, sub-
ject to the policies of the
county executive, perform the
following functions and have
related experience:

Coordinates the preparation
and presentation of an annu-
al budget for the Building De-
partment; directs the
implementation of the depart-
ment's budget; plans for and
reviews specifications  for
new or replaced equipment.
Construct and establish a lo-
cal building code based off
state code requirements and
needs of the county.

Controls the expenditure of
departmental appropriations
Receives complaints, investi-
gates, and issues unsafe
building violations, nuisance
violations and  minimum
housing standards violations,
as appropriate.

Completes continuing educa-
tion classes on building
codes and practices, as
needed

Reviews the building plan for
the County.

Approves the building per-
mits, issues permits, and col-
lects the fees for the permits,
as necessary.

Issues certificates of occu-
pancy, as needed.

Maintains an effective com-
munication process with the
Commissioners.

Bachelor's  degree (B.A.
/B.S.) from a four-year col-
lege or university; and five
years related experience
and/or training; or equivalent
combination of education and

experience. CBO Certifica-
tion is required. Previous ex-
perience in building

construction or related field is
required. Previous superviso-
ry experience is required.

Starting salary for this posi-
tion is up to $70,000/yr. plus
all county benefits. Interested
applicants can send their re-
sumes to Wells County Audi-
tor, 102 W Market, Suite 205,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or
auditor@wellscounty.org. Re-
sumes will be accepted until
December 16, 2024.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
rangefor a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $58,300 - $70,500.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by Decem-
ber 27, 2024.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS
looking to hire an individual
for fast pace jobs including
labeling, inserting and deliv-
ering bundles of newspapers.
Must be willing to work from
4 a.m.-9 a.m. Monday-Satur-
day. Some heavy lifting, and
an Indiana drivers license re-
quired. Mail resume, or fill out
an application, to News-Ban-
ner, P.O. Box 436, 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN
46714.

SPECIAL!

Earn Extra Cash by selling
your “Unwanteds”!

A 20-word, line classified
ad is $5 for 5 Days!
For Sale Items Only.
Contact the Bluffton

News-Banner office at
125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224, or
classifieds.news-banner.
com

Seattle at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.

Buffalo at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.

Chicago at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.

Sunday Night Football: L.A. Char-
gers at Kansas City, 8:20 p.m.

Open: Baltimore, Denver, Houston,
Indianapolis, New England, Washington
Monday, Dec. 9

Monday Night Football: Cincinnati at
Dallas, 8:15 p.m.

BASKETBALL
High School

Wednesday Boys’ Scores
Eminence 41, Indpls International 37
Guerin Catholic High School 58,

Muncie Central 33
Hagerstown 57, Seton Catholic 48
Leo 50, Ft. Wayne Wayne 43
Cass County Invitational
First Round
Logansport 65, Caston 53

Wednesday Girls’ Scores

Austin 46, Charlestown 37

Culver Academy 48, Tri-Township 42

Delta 57, Winchester 47

Eastern (Greene) 58, Union (Dug-
ger) 37

Evansville Central 66, Evansville
Harrison 26

Evansville Reitz 50, Evansville Mater
Dei 43

Hamilton Southeastern 49, Nobles-
ville 45

LaVille 25, Triton 23

Lafayette Central Catholic High
School 38, Lafayette Harrison 26

Lafayette Jeff 57, Kokomo 36

Lawrenceburg 39, Lloyd Memorial,

32

Manchester 74, Eastern (Green-

FOR SALE

« THIS OUT!

MICHIGAN CHRISTMAS
TREES! Tim Murray's Fresh
Cut Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Grave Blankets and
Boughs!  Also Michigan
Maple Syrup. Located at
Bummies Root Beer Stand,
1263 S. Main  Street,,
Bluffton. Open Daily at 10am
beginning Saturday, Nov. 30.
Phone: 231-920-6194.

VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

SERVICES

Services

DON'T LET THE stairs limit
your mobility! Discover the
ideal solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants
to regain access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-855-967-4960 (1)

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the
same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hid-
den fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165 (1)

DIRECTV- ALL YOUR enter-
tainment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-888-885-8931 (l)

Lottery Numbers

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 05-07-39-41-
42

Lotto Plus — 01-03-14-
30-36-37

CashdLife — 10-11-29-
40-59, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
18-21-22-23-27-29-31-32-
34-38-47-51-54-56-61-64-
68-71-73-78,BE: 27

Daily Three-Midday —
04-07-03,SB: 01

Daily Three-Evening —
04-05-09, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday —
02-09-08-03, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening —
07-00-03-06, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening —
05-08-22-23-29-31-33-44-
49-51-52-53-59-67-70-72-
73-74-78-79 BE: 52

Hoosier Lotto — 03-05-
24-28-29-45

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $579 million

POWERBALL

01-23-25-28-61 Power-

ball: 13; Power Play: 2X
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town) 37
McCutcheon 65, Tri-West 30
Michigan City Marquette 65, Oregon-
Davis 25
Monroe Central 48, Union City 26
N. Posey 54, Boonville 33
Rochester 45, Culver 27
S. Bend Riley 34, Jimtown 20
South Knox 79, Sullivan 28
Southern Wells 63, Muncie Burris 26
Tri-Central 58, Wes-Del 9
Valparaiso 67, Western 54

College

Men’s Scores
Wednesday, Dec. 4
EAST
Maryland 83, Ohio St. 59
UConn 76, Baylor 72
Youngstown St. 72, Robert Morris 58
SOUTH

Alabama 94, North Carolina 79

Florida 87, Virginia 69

Memphis 81, Louisiana Tech 71

MIDWEST

IU Indianapolis 84, Green Bay 75

lowa St. 81, Marquette 70

Michigan St. 90, Minnesota 72

Wichita St. 78, Alcorn St. 54
SOUTHWEST

Oklahoma St. 76, Tulsa 55

Women’s Scores
Wednesday, Dec. 4
EAST
Buffalo 74, Binghamton 51
Columbia 81, San Francisco 79
SOUTH
Furman 61, Elon 57
Georgetown 55, Richmond 53
Georgia Tech 78, Mississippi St. 75
Oklahoma 78, Louisville 72
Tennessee 79, Florida St. 77

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

GET A BREAK on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-833-587-2145 today!

)

Vanderbilt 88, Miami 70
Virginia Tech 70, Georgia 61
Wake Forest 63, Campbell 46
MIDWEST
Akron 79, Slippery Rock 43
Cent. Michigan 68, Concordia (MI)
57

Cleveland St. 67, N. Kentucky 54
Creighton 82, Xavier 54
Detroit 67, Wright St. 56
Fort Wayne 68, Robert Morris 57
Green Bay 78, IUPUI 56
Indiana 67, S. Indiana 63
Northwestern 64, DePaul 56
Purdue 60, Maine 51
Valparaiso 67, W. Michigan 54
Youngstown St. 66, Milwaukee 50

SOUTHWEST
Baylor 101, Texas Southern 29
Oklahoma St. 93, Houston Christian

39
TCU 78, FAU 42
Texas A&M 57, Syracuse 45
FAR WEST

N. Arizona 87, Oral Roberts 80

NBA

Tuesday’s Games
Cleveland 118, Washington 87
Milwaukee 128, Detroit 107
Philadelphia 110, Charlotte 104
Toronto 122, Indiana 111
New York 121, Orlando 106
Oklahoma City 133, Utah 106
Dallas 121, Memphis 116
Phoenix 104, San Antonio 93
Sacramento 120, Houston 111
Denver 119, Golden State 115
L.A. Clippers 127, Portland 105

Wednesday’s Games
Miami 134, L.A. Lakers 93
Boston 130, Detroit 120
Brooklyn 99, Indiana 90

Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUN-
DATION repair and basement
waterproofing experts. Wheth-
er basement, crawl space or
concrete slab we’ll guide you
on the right path to a healthy
home. Act now! Up to $600
off. Restrictions apply. Call for
a free consultation. 1-877-229-
0197 (1)

WELLS COUNTY
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
828 E. 200 S.

Bluffton, IN 46714
Phone: (260) 824-6430
Fax: (260) 824-6431
highway@wellscounty.or
REQUIREMENTS FOR BIDDING
2025 Annual Bid Package

Bid Date: Monday December
16, 2024

Time: 5:00 pm.

Place: Conference room —
Wells County Carnegie Annex, 223
W Washington St., Bluffton

All bids to be submitted on
Wells County Highway Annual Bid
Form 1.

Bids for items 1 through 3
shall be accompanied by a 10%
bid bond or certified check in the
amount of 10% of the bid. (Out-
of-State companies must have
checks.)

The Board of Wells County
Commissioners reserves the right
to reject any or all bids, or to accept
the one which, in their judgment,
will be in the best interest of Wells
County, and will be the best and/
or lowest responsive and respon-
sible bidder for each line or class of
materials.

COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPART-
MENT REQUISITION

1. Bituminous Dust Control
Material Liquid — 75,000 gallons
or less liquid asphalt emulsions for
dust control. No demurrage can be
charged.

Application rate for in front
of homes is below. Please quote
the product alone and also quote
the product distributed throughout
Wells County at selected locations
if you are able to provide both ser-
vices. If you can only provide the
material OR only the distribution,
quote them individually.

Two applications

A. First application 15" wide
@ .40 gallon per square yard

B. Second application 15’
wide @ .20 gallon per square yard

Quote price per gallon for
each application rate.

2. Stone/Aggregate — 45,000
tons or less of various sizes of
stone crushed aggregate includ-
ing screenings. Materials to meet
INDOT standard specifications,
gradation and approval of the Wells
County Commissioners and High-
way Department.

3. Bituminous Material Lig-
uid — 440,000 gallons or less lig-
uid asphalt emulsions of various
grades. Materials to meet Indi-
ana Department of Transporta-
tion Specifications except remove
stone coating. No demurrage can
be charged. Bid price at cents/gal-
lon and dollars/ton.

4. Fuel — provide pricing for
Regular unleaded fuel and Pre-
mium on-road and off-road diesel
fuel to be delivered to the Wells
County Highway Department and 3
off site fueling locations. On-Road
Diesel to be delivered to Wells
County Highway Garage 828 East
CR 200 S, Bluffton, IN location and
Off-Road Diesel to be delivered
to three separate county fueling
sites. Total of 45,000 gallons of
On-Road and Off-Road Diesel in
Regular and Winter Mix with kero-
sene rates, as appropriate. Pricing
to include all taxes applicable to a
governmental agency. Price per
gallon should also include delivery
cost in addition to any other fees
that may apply. Bidder agrees to
monitor tank levels and maintain
volume appropriate for emergen-
cy operations as determined by
Superintendent. Bidders should not
include biodiesel.

5. Aluminum Box Culverts
- Provide unit pricing for all sizes
and accessories available, includ-
ing but not limited to shell, invert,
headwalls, wingwalls, corner pan-
els, toe walls, receiving channel,
and footing pads. Price structures
for HL93, HS25, and HS20 load
ratings. Bidder must provide signed
and sealed fabrication, plate lay-
out, and design calculations by
manufacturer for any structure
ordered by Owner. Bidder must
have an Indiana Registered Pro-
fessional Engineer (PE) on staff to
assist Owner in design and sizing
of these type structures if required

and must be able to attend a man-
datory onsite preconstruction meet-
ing with Owner and provide an
onsite inspection during construc-
tion by an employee of the culvert
manufacturer if required.

6. Precast Concrete Arch
Structures and Boxes - Provide
unit pricing for all sizes and acces-
sories available, including but not
limited to shell, invert, headwalls,
wingwalls, and foundations. Price
structures for HL93, HS25, and
HS20 load ratings. Bidder must
provide signed and sealed fabri-
cation, layout, and design calcu-
lations by manufacturer for any
structure ordered by Owner. Bid-
der must have an Indiana Regis-
tered Professional Engineer (PE)
on staff to assist Owner in design
and sizing of these type structures
if required and must be able to
attend a mandatory onsite precon-
struction meeting with Owner and
provide an onsite inspection during
construction by an employee of the
culvert manufacturer if required.

7. All Steel Bridge Pack-

ages Including Beam Span and
Truss Structures - Provide unit

pricing for all sizes and accesso-
ries available. Price structures for
HL93, HS25, and HS20 load rat-
ings. Bidder must provide signed
and sealed fabrication, layout, and
design calculations by manufac-
turer for any structure ordered by
Owner. Bidder must have an Indi-
ana Registered Professional Engi-
neer (PE) on staff to assist Owner
in design and sizing of these type
structures if required and must
be able to attend a mandatory
onsite preconstruction meeting
with Owner and provide an onsite
inspection during construction by
an employee of the bridge manu-
facturer if required.

8. Bridge Decking Products
- Provide unit pricing for Structural
Plate Bridge Flooring, corrugations
2” to 6” and 3” to 9” in all gauges
available. Price both punched and
un-punched material.

9. Treated Timber Bridge
Products - Provide unit pricing for
treated timber bridge rail, decks,
pilings, salt/sand storage building
package components, and galva-
nized attaching hardware.

10. Steel Pipe Products - Pro-
vide unit pricing for corrugated
steel pipe products on a per foot or
unit price basis from 12” thru 144"
diameter for both standard and
elliptical in 16ga thru 10ga. Price
galvanized, aluminized-T2 and
polymer coated pipes.

11. Misc Pipe & Fittings -
Provide unit pricing for corrugated
High Density Polyethylene pipe
products on a per foot basis from
4” diameter thru 60”. Include pric-
ing for standard fittings.

12. Misc Guardrail Posts
Rails, Ends, Fittings & Hardware
- Provide unit pricing for INDOT
specification compliant standard
guardrail sections, posts, ends
and hardware. The submittal must
include a description and part num-
ber on the pricing sheet.

Successful Bidder must have a
representative available to assist
Owner in sizing and installation
of pipe, culvert, timber or precast
structures materials for all items.
Bidder must provide a profession-
al engineer (PE) on products as
noted.

Items 6 through 12 shall be
considered as a unit, with bid to be
complete for all items and material
to be delivered and unloaded as
specified by the Owner. Quote net
prices only.

The delivery time and availabil-
ity of material are to be listed and
considered as part of the bid.

All materials must meet all fed-
eral and state highway specifica-
tions with a design load capacity to
meet AASHTO guidelines. Manu-
facturer’s material certification
sheets must accompany bid where
appropriate.

All materials must be manufac-
tured and fabricated in the United
States of America.

Nate Whitacre

Wells County Engineer
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Orlando 106, Philadelphia 102
Atlanta at Milwaukee, late
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers, late
Thursday’s Games
Dallas at Washington, 7 p.m.
Denver at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Charlotte at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Toronto, 7:30
p.m.
Chicago at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Houston at Golden State, 10
p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

Tuesday’s Games
Montreal 2, N.Y. Islanders 1, OT
Seattle 4, Carolina 2
Colorado 5, Buffalo 4
San Jose 2, Washington 1, OT
Pittsburgh 5, Florida 4, OT
Boston 3, Detroit 2, OT
Minnesota 3, Vancouver 2, OT
St. Louis 4, Winnipeg 1
Calgary 3, Columbus 0
Vegas 1, Edmonton 0

Wednesday’s Games
Boston 4, Chicago 2
Toronto 3, Nashville 2
Dallas at Los Angeles, late
Vegas at Anaheim, late

Thursday’s Games
Colorado at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Florida at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Seattle at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m.
Columbus at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
St. Louis at Calgary, 9 p.m.

Public Notices

LEGAL NOTICE OF
EVIDENTIARY HEARING
INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY
COMMISSION CAUSE NO. 46070
IN THE MATTER OF THE
COMMISSION’S TRIENNIAL
REVIEW OF THE INDIANA
UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND

Notice is hereby given that the
Indiana Utility Regulatory Com-
mission will conduct a public Evi-
dentiary Hearing in the above-cap-
tioned Cause in Room 224 of the
PNC Center, 101 W. Washington
Street, Indianapolis, Indiana,
commencing at 10:00 AM on
January 14, 2025. This hearing is
open to the public.

If an accommodation is
required to allow an individual
with a disability to participate,
please contact the Office of the
Executive Secretary of the IURC
at 317.232.2701 or TDD 317.
232.8556 at least 48 hours in
advance.

INDIANA UTILITY
REGULATORY COMMISSION

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE

SECRETARY

317.232.2701

BY: IURC — Ann Pagonis, ALJ
DATE: December 2, 2024
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Town of Ossian, Indiana

Notice of Receipt of Bids

Project: Town of Ossian
CCMG 2024-2 Street Improve-
ments (“Project”).

Summary: Along Meadow
Lane in Ossian, Indiana, the Proj-
ect shall consist of pavement mill-
ing and resurfacing, driveway
improvements, storm sewer and
drainage swale improvements,
underdrains, erosion control, and
surface restoration. All qualified
Contractors are invited to bid the
work.

General Plans and Specifi-
cations: Complete digital project
bidding documents are available
at www.questcdn.com. Quest CDN
will serve as the Issuing Office
and maintain the plan holder list.
Digital Bidding Documents may be
downloaded for a non-refundable
fee of $22 by inputting Quest proj-
ect number QuestCDN eBidDoc
#9404054 on the website’s proj-
ects search page. Please contact
QuestCDN Customer Support at
952.233.1632 or info@questcdn.
com for assistance in member-
ship registration, downloading, and
working with digital project informa-
tion. No paper copies will be pro-
vided by the Owner.

Pre-Bid Meeting: Beginning at
10:00 a.m., on Thursday, Decem-
ber 5, 2024, a pre-bid meeting will
be held at the Ossian Town Hall,
507 N. Jefferson Street, Ossian,
Indiana 46777. Prospective bid-
ders are strongly encouraged to
attend.

Bids: All bids must be submit-
ted to the Town of Ossian by noon,
Thursday, December 19, 2024, to
be considered for the work. Bids
submitted prior to 11:45 a.m. on
December 19, 2024, shall be sub-
mitted at the Ossian Town Hall,
507 N. Jefferson Street, Ossian,
IN 46777. Bids submitted after
11:45 a.m. on December 19, 2024,
must be delivered to the Ossian
Town Council meeting location
at Collier’s Comfort, 215 N. Jef-
ferson St., Ossian, IN, between
11:45 a.m. and 12:00 noon. Bid-
ders are responsible for the timely
delivery of their bids. All bids shall
be in sealed envelopes bearing
the Project title, “Town of Ossian
CCMG 2024-2 Street Improve-
ments”, and include the name and
address of the bidder. All bids shall
include fully completed and exe-
cuted Contractor’s Bid for Public
Work — Form 96 and E-Verify and
Iran Investment Certification. Bids
shall be accompanied by a bidder’s
bond or certified check equal to
5% of the bid amount. Bids arriving
after the time set will be returned
unopened and only complete bids
with all required materials will be
considered.

Review and Consideration:
All bids timely received shall be
publicly opened and read aloud at
Collier’'s Comfort, 215 N. Jefferson
St., Ossian, IN at noon, Decem-
ber 19, 2024. The Town of Ossian,
Indiana, reserves the right to reject
all bids, waive defects and amend
the Project’s scope. It is anticipated
that the Ossian Town Council will
take bids received under advise-
ment and that a determination may
be made by January 13, 2024.

By: Town Manager,

Crystal Chapman

Town of Ossian, Indiana
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Read & recycle
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — The
Memphis Police Department uses
excessive force and discriminates
against Black people, according to the
findings of a U.S. Department of Justice
investigation launched after the beating
death of Tyre Nichols after a traffic stop
in 2023.

A report released Wednesday marked
the conclusion of the investigation that
began six months after Nichols was
kicked, punched and hit with a police
baton as five officers tried to arrest him
after he fled a traffic stop.

The report says that “Memphis police
officers regularly violate the rights of
the people they are sworn to serve.”

“The people of Memphis deserve a
police department and city that protects
their civil and constitutional rights, gar-
ners trust and keeps them safe,” Assis-
tant Attorney General Kristen Clarke of
the Justice Department’s Civil Rights
Division said in an emailed statement.

The city said in a letter released earli-
er Wednesday that it would not agree to
negotiate federal oversight of its police
department until it could review and
challenge results of the investigation.

City officials had no immediate com-
ment on the report but said they plan to
hold a news conference Thursday after
Justice Department officials hold their
own news conference in Memphis on
Thursday morning to address the find-
ings.

Police video showed officers pepper
spraying Nichols and hitting him with a
Taser before he ran away from a traffic
stop. Five officers chased down Nichols
and kicked, punched and hit him with a
police baton just steps from his home as
he called out for his mother. The video
showed the officers milling about, talk-
ing and laughing as Nichols struggled
with his injuries.

Nichols died on Jan. 10, 2023, three
days after the beating. The five officers
— Tadarrius Bean, Demetrius Haley,
Emmitt Martin, Desmond Mills Jr. and
Justin Smith — were fired, charged in
state court with murder, and indicted by
a federal grand jury on civil rights and
witness tampering charges.

Nichols was Black, as are the former
officers. His death led to national pro-
tests, raised the volume on calls for police
reforms in the U.S., and directed intense
scrutiny towards the police department
in Memphis, a majority Black city. The
Memphis Police Department is more than
50 percent Black, and police chief Cere-
Iyn “CJ” Davis is also Black.

The report specifically mentions
the Nichols case, and it addresses the
police department’s practice of using
traffic stops to address violent crime.
The police department has encour-
aged officers in specialized units, task
forces, and on patrol to prioritize street
enforcement, and officers and com-
munity members have described this
approach as “saturation,” or flooding
neighborhoods with traffic stops, the
report said.

“This strategy involves frequent con-
tact with the public and gives wide dis-
cretion to officers, which requires close
supervision and clear rules to direct
officers’ activity,” the report said. “But

Justice Department rules
Memphis police use excessive
force against Black people

MPD does not ensure that officers con-
duct themselves in a lawful manner.”

The report said prosecutors and judg-
es told federal investigators that officers
do not understand the constitutional lim-
its on their authority. Officers stop and
detain people without adequate justifica-
tion, and they conduct invasive searches
of people and cars, the report said.

“Black people in Memphis dispropor-
tionately experience these violations,”
the report said. “MPD has never assessed
its practices for evidence of discrimina-
tion. We found that officers treat Black
people more harshly than white people
who engage in similar conduct.”

The investigation found that Memphis
officers resort to force likely to cause pain
or injury “almost immediately in response
to low-level, nonviolent offenses, even
when people are not aggressive.”

The report says officers pepper
sprayed, kicked and fired a Taser at an
unarmed man with a mental illness who
tried to take a $2 soda from a gas station.
By the end of an encounter outside the
gas station, at least nine police cars and
12 officers had responded to the incident,
for which the man served two days in jail
for theft and disorderly conduct.

In a letter to the Justice Department’s
Civil Rights Division released earlier
Wednesday, Memphis City Attorney
Tannera George Gibson said the city had
received a request from the DOJ to enter
into an agreement that would require it to
“negotiate a consent decree aimed at insti-
tutional police and emergency services.”

A consent decree is an agreement
requiring reforms that are overseen
by an independent monitor and are
approved by a federal judge. The federal
oversight can continue for years, and
violations could result in fines paid by
the city.

It remains to be seen what will hap-
pen to attempts to reach such agree-
ments between cities and the Justice
Department once President-elect Don-
ald Trump returns to office and installs
new department leadership. The Jus-
tice Department under the first Trump
administration curtailed the use of
consent decrees, and the Republican
president-elect is expected to again radi-
cally reshape the department’s priorities
around civil rights.

“Until the City has had the opportu-
nity to review, analyze, and challenge
the specific allegations that support your
forthcoming findings report, the City
cannot — and will not — agree to work
toward or enter into a consent decree
that will likely be in place for years
to come and will cost the residents of
Memphis hundreds of millions of dol-
lars,” the letter said.

Memphis police never adopted poli-
cies and procedures to direct the unit,
despite alarms that it was minimally
supervised, according to the Justice
Department report. Some prosecutors
told department investigators that there
were some “outrageous” inconsistences
between body camera footage and arrest
reports, and if the cases went to trial,
they would be “laughed out of court.”
The report found that the unit’s mis-
conduct led to dozens of criminal cases
being dismissed.

mPulJlic: Sale
Calendar

DECEMBER 5 & 6 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors
& various consignors, owners. 815 Adams,
St., Decatur. Day 1: Online bidding only. Over
300+ lots including skid loader attachments, tool
boxes, workbenches, iron gates, chains & bind-
ers, 1 trip 40’ high side shipping container w/side
doors, dome shelter containers, much more!
Day 2 truck & equipment auction! Onsite and
online bidding offering 600+ lots! Cars, SUV, 1/2
ton & 3/4 ton pickup trucks, cargo & passenger
vans, dump trucks, large group of box trucks,
day cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks,
utility & semi trailers, SUV’s pickup trucks, vari-
ous skid steer attachments, much more! Accept-
ing consignments! Krueckeberg Auction & Real-
ty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 8-15 - 2 p.m. - (Online only per-
sonal property) - Thomas B. & Mary Lou
Woodward, seller. 2016 JD 1025R diesel utility
tractor, Frontier RT1149 tiller, 2016 Grasshopper
zero turn mower, 2020 Club Car Carryall 1700,
mowers, lawn & garden, patio furniture, antique
& modern furniture, vintage framed art work,
lithograph prints, vintage pickle castors, glass-
ware, collectibles, more. Preview Dec. 8, 2-5
p.m., Dec. 12, 3-6 p.m., 301 N. Highland Ave.,
Ossian. Patrick Carter, sale manager, 260-824-
3006, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.

DECEMBER 9 - 4 p.m.- 6 p.m. ET - (Online)
- Crandall Farm, seller. Property location: Two
miles northeast of Gas, IN, near intersection
of E 300 S and S 550 E, Mill Township, Grant
County. 81.59+/- total acres, tillable, woods,
recreational land, potential building sites. Tract
1: 27.59+/- acres, 18.4+/- tillable, 8+/- woods,
1.19+/- non-tillable. Tract 2: 54+/- acres,
28.91+/- tillable, 23.34+/- woods, 1.75+/- non-
tillable. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181, Emma
Barr, 260-494-0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-
9177, Halderman Real Estate & Farm Manage-
ment, 800-424-2324, halderman.com.
DECEMBER 14-DECEMBER 21 - Bidding
starts closing at 1 p.m. - Private collection,
seller. 20 Marolf Ct., Fremont, IN. Extensive
collection of exotic mounts (over 140) includ-
ing zebras, black bears, antelope, water buffalo
and more, antique boat motors, bows, hunting
equipment, vintage fishing lures, watches and
fine jewelry, tools, vintage nautical items, much
more. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.

BIDDING CLOSES DECEMBER 15 - 6 p.m.

- Online Only - Jim Baker, owner. AIRPLA-
CO Pumpmaster MJ-16 concrete slab jack-
ing pump system including pump, mixer and
tandem trailer, concrete hole drill, Campbell
Hausfeld stationary air compressor, smok-
er grill, handmade rustic furniture, beautiful
antique furniture, Husqvarna garden trac-
tor, 2 table saws, hand tools, power tools,
building supplies, TV, modem furniture and
much more! Preview Dec. 7, 9-10 a.m., 5388
SW. State Road 116-1, Bluffton, IN. Pick up
Dec. 17, 12-6 p.m. Full list at Towncountry
auctions.com, click Fliers. Town and Country
Auctioneers/Realtors, 260-223-7352, Shaw
Real Estate & Auction, Inc., 260-824-2116.
DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only)
- Thomas B. & Mary Lou Woodward, seller.
One of a kind picturesque real estate offer-
ing. Outstanding 4,014 SF on 8.45 acres, 4
bedroom, 3 bath home with a 2 car detached
garage. Scenic backyard with multiple utility
sheds and gazebo, Wells County. Open hous-
es Dec. 8 from 2-5 p.m., and Dec. 12 from 3-6
p.m., 301 N. Highland Ave., Ossian, IN. Pat
Carter, sale manager, 260-273-8294, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-426-
0633.

DECEMBER 22-DECEMBER 31 - Bidding
starts closing at 2 p.m. - Estate of Richard
Gerken and others, sellers. “Outstanding year
end auction.” Very high quality art deco, mid
century modern and Art Nouveau home furnish-
ings, International Harvester collection, 2011
Platinum Ford F150 in pristine condition, 3,500
record albums, vintage Schwinn bicycles, adver-
tising memorabilia, antique gas pump, country
primitives and more. Open house Dec. 26 and
Dec. 30 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson
St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
824-3006, steffengrp.com.

DECEMBER 29-JANUARY 5 - Bidding starts
closing at 2 p.m. - The Estate of Eldrid Tin-
kel, seller. Large antique and collectible auc-
tion including country primitives, vintage farm
toys, vintage toy trucks, early cast iron, brass
cash register, large antique and rare collection
of vintage graniteware, Fenton, Marion advertis-
ing, vintage beer signs, long guns, coins. Open
house Dec. 29 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and Jan. 4
from 10 a.m. to noon, 1910 N Meridian St., Mar-
ion, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., Steffengrp.com,
260-824-3006.

Police hunt for UnitedHealthcare
CEO’s masked killer after ‘brazen,
targeted’ attack on NYC street

NEW YORK (AP) —
A gunman killed Unit-
edHealthcare’s CEO on
Wednesday in a “brazen,
targeted attack™ outside a
Manhattan hotel where the
health insurer was hold-
ing its investor conference,
police said, setting off a
massive search for the flee-
ing assailant hours before
the annual Rockefeller Cen-
ter Christmas tree lighting
nearby.

Brian Thompson, 50, was
shot around 6:45 a.m. as he
walked alone to the New
York Hilton Midtown from
a nearby hotel, police said.
The shooter appeared to be
“lying in wait for several
minutes” before approach-
ing Thompson from behind
and opening fire, New York
City Police Commissioner
Jessica Tisch said. Police
had not yet established a
motive.

“Many people passed the
suspect, but he appeared to
wait for his intended target,”
Tisch said, adding that the
shooting “does not appear
to be a random act of vio-
lence.”

Surveillance video
reviewed by investigators
shows someone emerging
from behind a parked car,
pointing a gun at Thomp-
son’s back, then firing mul-
tiple times from several feet
away. The gunman contin-
ues firing, interrupted by a
brief gun jam, as Thompson
stumbles forward and falls

to the sidewalk. He then
walks past Thompson and
out of the frame.

“From watching the
video, it does seem that
he’s proficient in the use of
firearms as he was able to
clear the malfunctions pretty
quickly,” NYPD Chief of
Detectives Joseph Kenny
said.

Thompson was shot
at least once in the back
and once in the calf, Tisch
said.

The shooter, who wore a
jacket, face mask and large
backpack, fled through
Midtown on foot before
pedaling an electric bike
into Central Park a few
blocks away, police said.
The assailant remained
at large Wednesday after-
noon, sparking a search that
included police drones, heli-
copters and dogs.

Police issued a poster
showing a surveillance
image of the man point-
ing what appeared to be
a gun and another image
that appeared to show the
same person on a bicycle.
Minutes before the shoot-
ing, he stopped at a nearby
Starbucks, according to
additional surveillance pho-
tos released by police on
Wednesday afternoon. They
offered a reward of up to
$10,000 for information
leading to an arrest and con-
viction.

Thompson’s wife, Pau-
lette Thompson, told NBC

News that he told her “there
were some people that had
been threatening him.” She
didn’t have details but sug-
gested the threats may have
involved issues with insur-
ance coverage.

Eric Werner, the police
chief in the Minneapolis
suburb where Thompson
lived, said his department
had not received any reports
of threats against the execu-
tive.

Investigators recovered
several 9 mm shell casings
from outside the hotel and a
cellphone from the alleyway
through which the shooter
fled. They were also search-
ing Thompson’s hotel room,
interviewing his United-
Healthcare colleagues and
reviewing his social media,
Kenny said.

Police initially said the
shooter rode into Central
Park on a bicycle from the
city’s bike-share program,
CitiBike. But a spokesper-
son for the program’s opera-
tor, Lyft, said police offi-
cials informed the company
Wednesday afternoon that
the bike was not from the
CitiBike fleet.

Health care giant Unit-
edHealth Group was hold-
ing its annual meeting with
investors to update Wall
Street on the company’s
direction and expectations
for the coming year. The
company ended the confer-
ence early in the wake of
Thompson’s death.

December '-"wl @E o

G00DS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

COUNTRY
PLAC E Apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian
- 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

- Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered
TDD: 7-1-1
@ Lt.j\. OssianApartments.com

Seamless
Sure-Flo®ne:
5" & 6” Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

| 260-888-5062 |

www.seamlessgutter.net

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican | pREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

A-1 U-Stor
Q Safe & Secure

Self Storage

== 824-1846
*Safety Lighting «Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
+*Video Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com
Aﬂ'er hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!
B Warren Tﬁamcy@

(260)375-2135 <>

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ® Melinda Daniels, RN

TR
HIDEAWAY

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on E for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. 824-0455

(’I ‘I‘( c7([ (‘/1’

& { ssociates

.Home Remodel and Repair

h} "\Q Locally
=4 Owned
'ﬂe’pair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete - Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

ASSISTING IN:

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

« Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

) Attorney
Ossian, IN 46777

Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

«2) AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

ELDER LAW

« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

« Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

e

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

For as $
little as .. PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call
THE NEWS-BANNER  824-0224

E [ ’ or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is
@ Tues, Dec.24!




