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Christmas packages of hope

Bluffton-based ministry continues to share season’s message behind bars

By MARK MILLER

While Covid had some
impact on the Bluffton-
based ministry of Christmas
Behind Bars, operations are
“back 100%,” Lemuel Vega
said. “Most, if not all of this
year, we’ve been able to get
ourselves and our volunteers
back into all of our jails and
in front of inmates.”

It is not like the pan-
demic shut operations down
however.

“Not at all,” Vega replied.
“We were on the road all the
time.”

Shortly after the shut-
down began, he got a call
from officials at the Pend-
leton Correctional Facil-
ity, asking if he’d be able
to bring some sacks for
the prisoners. “They were
locked down, no visitors. It
was a tough time for them
too, or maybe even more
s0,” he said. The same was
true at other Indiana prisons
and jails the group had been
visiting for a number of
years. So while they could
still get the sacks of treats
and snacks, which also
include handmade cards and
messages of hope from vol-
unteers, Vega and his volun-
teers could not make their
personal testimonies to the

Above: Bags filled with
snacks, personal hygiene
items, handmade cards of
encouragement and other

Christian reading materials
await distribution in the cen-
tral dining hall of Pendleton
Correctional Facility Dec. 6
while a group of volunteers
sing Christmas carols to the
inmates. At right, two inmates
bow their heads during one
of the prayers offered for
them. (Photos courtesy of
Scott Roberson of the Indiana
Dept. of Correction)

day at the Pendleton facil-
ity. As reported in The
News-Banner dur-

inmates.
Friday, Dec. 6,
about 70 volun-

More Photos
on Page 3

ing the pandemic,
the Amish commu-
nity has played a key

teers — includ-
ing 55 members
of the Grabill area Amish
community — spent the

role in the ministry’s
growth, organiz-
ing groups to assemble the
packets and making thou-

sands of handmade cards for
the prisoners. At the Pendle-
ton visit, they sang Christ-
mas carols to groups of
inmates, interspersed with
testimonials and words of
encouragement from Vega
as well as a number of oth-
ers speakers.

Cody Stewart, for exam-

agement agency.

The commissioner-appointed posi-
tion, currently compensated at rough-
ly $42,000, was approved for up to
$65,000. Half the salary is paid through
federal funding, meaning the county’s
increase will be approximately $11,500.

Commissioner Jeff Stringer, who was
present to discuss the change, advised

Emergency management
director gets significant
salary increase in 2025

By HOLLY GASKILL
In their last meeting of the year on
Monday, the Wells County Council
approved a $23,000 salary increase for
the 2025 director of the emergency man-

that the position has not maintained a
competitive salary compared to neigh-
boring and similar counties. Stringer
also presented a new job description, not
yet approved by the board of commis-
sioners, which he feels will bolster the
leadership and work of the department.
“I have been talking to a few other
counties that surround us, and there’s
a big gap between where we’re at and
where Adams, Huntington (counties),
and especially Allen County, and even
Jay County has some advantages to
(Continued on Page 2)

Congress looks to ban Chinese
drones widely used in U.S.;
What to know about the debate

By DIDI TANG
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) —
The economic and techno-
logical rivalry between the
United States and China has
come to the drone market,
where Chinese-made fly-
ing devices are a dominant
player.
Lawmakers in Washing-

ton are seeking to ban new
sales of drones from two
dominant Chinese manufac-
turers, arguing they could be
used to spy on Americans
and that the low-cost models
are hurting the U.S. drone
industry.

A defense bill that passed
Congress last week would
bar new Chinese drones

from DJI Technology and
Autel Robotics should a
review find them to pose an
“unacceptable” risk to U.S.
national security.

But American users,
from police officers to farm-
ers, mappers and filmmak-
ers, have come to rely on
Chinese-made drones, espe-

(Continued on Page 2)

ple, described himself as a
“hopeless hope dealer after
spending years as a hopeless

dope dealer” until “Jesus
literally walked into my
cell one day.” He described
that experience in detail to
the inmates. He now has a
full time ministry in India-
(Continued on Page 3)

Henry County Sheriff John Sproles speaks to inmates
at Pendleton as Christmas Behind Bars founder Lemuel
Vega looks on. (Photo by Scott Roberson)

A sheriff on a mission

By MARK MILLER
“You’re from Bluffton?” John Sproles asked. “I

know Bluffton.”

The Henry County sheriff of just two years has
been in Bluffton many times. The company began by
his father and of which he has become a key part of —
Sproles Corporation — builds churches. Only church-
es. Their work includes Bluffton Nazarene, Hope Mis-
sionary and the Bluffton Church of Christ.

He made his second visit with Bluffton-based minis-
try Christmas Behind Bars to the Pendleton Correction-
al Facility — one of 18 Indiana state prisons — Dec.
6 to tell groups of prisoners that “I’'m no different than
you. We wear different uniforms. But God loves you
as much as He loves me. You’ve made some mistakes.
That shouldn’t define your future. God can forgive.”

Sproles is not your typical sheriff. He is not a career
law enforcement officer and he does not hesitate to
share his faith. That may be an understatement.

The son of a pastor, he always had an interest in
law enforcement, joining the Henry County Sheriffs
Reserves in a volunteer position as soon as he was old
enough. While doing that, he worked with his father in

(Continued on Page 2)

2 Navy pilots shot down over
Red Sea in apparent ‘friendly
fire’ incident, U.S. military says

By JON GAMBRELL
Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab
Emirates (AP) — Two U.S.
Navy pilots were shot down
Sunday over the Red Sea
in an apparent “friendly
fire” incident, the U.S mili-
tary said, marking the most
serious incident to threaten
troops in over a year of
America targeting Yemen’s
Houthi rebels.

Both aviators were
recovered alive after eject-
ing from their stricken two-
seat F/A-18 aircraft, with
one suffering minor inju-
ries. But the shootdown
underlines just how danger-
ous the Red Sea corridor
has become, with ongoing
attacks on shipping by the
Iranian-backed Houthis
despite U.S. and European
military coalitions patrolling
the area.

The U.S. military had
conducted airstrikes target-
ing Yemen’s Houthi rebels
at the time of the friendly
fire incident, though the
U.S. military’s Central
Command did not elaborate
on what the pilots’ mission
was and did not respond to
questions from The Associ-
ated Press.

The F/A-18 shot down
had just flown off the deck
of the USS Harry S. Tru-

man aircraft carrier, Cen-
tral Command said. On
Dec. 15, Central Command
acknowledged the Truman
had entered the Mideast, but
hadn’t specified that the car-
rier and its battle group was
in the Red Sea.

“The guided-missile
cruiser USS Gettysburg,
which is part of the USS
Harry S. Truman Carrier
Strike Group, mistakenly
fired on and hit the F/A-18,”
Central Command said in
a statement. “This incident
was not the result of hostile
fire, and a full investigation
is underway.”

From the military’s
description, the aircraft shot
down was a two-seat F/A-
18 Super Hornet fighter
jet assigned to the “Red
Rippers” of Strike Fighter
Squadron 11 out of Naval
Air Station Oceana, Virgin-
ia. While Central Command
referred to both as pilots,
typically a two-seat F/A-18
has a pilot and a weapons
officer on board.

It wasn’t immediately
clear how the Gettysburg
could mistake an F/A-18 for
an enemy aircraft or missile,
particularly as ships in a bat-
tle group remain linked by
both radar and radio com-
munication.

However, Central Com-

mand said that warships and
aircraft earlier shot down
multiple Houthi drones and
an anti-ship cruise mis-
sile launched by the rebels.
Incoming hostile fire from
the Houthis has given sail-
ors just seconds to make
decisions in the past.

Since the Truman’s arriv-
al, the U.S. has stepped up
its airstrikes targeting the
Houthis and their missile
fire into the Red Sea and the
surrounding area. However,
the presence of an American
warship group may spark
renewed attacks from the
rebels, like what the USS
Dwight D. Eisenhower
saw earlier this year. That
deployment marked what
the Navy described as its
most intense combat since
World War II.

On Saturday night and
early Sunday, U.S. war-
planes conducted airstrikes
that shook Sanaa, the capital
of Yemen which the Houthis
have held since 2014. Cen-
tral Command described the
strikes as targeting a “mis-
sile storage facility” and
a “command-and-control
facility,” without elaborat-
ing.

Houthi-controlled media
reported strikes in both

Sanaa and around the port
(Continued on Page 3)
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Sheriff on a mission

(Continued from Page 1)
the construction projects and
founded Heartland Chris-
tian School in New Castle
in 2013, “which has grown
from zero to over 200 stu-
dents,” he shared.

A little over two years
ago, he felt another calling.
He had joined that sheriff’s
department in 2019 as a full
time deputy and what he
observed confirmed earlier
observations in his volunteer
position.

“The one thing I did
see in Henry County was a
‘good-old-boy’ system,” he
said in a subsequent inter-
view. “The (sheriff’s) posi-
tion had become a retire-
ment gig for lifetime offi-
cers. And the culture was
‘Shut your effin’ mouth and
do what I say,”” he contin-
ued. “That was prevalent.
The jail was in constant
chaos, the inmates were in
control because all the jail
commander and officers
did was yell and cuss at
them.”

So, he decided to run for
sheriff in the 2022 election.
“The campaign was focused
on whether Henry County
citizens wanted to simply
hand the torch over to the
next person in line or into
an era of professionalism,
accountability and transpar-
ency,” he said.

The first debate with
his opponent — a nearly
40-year veteran who had
been the subject of a lawsuit
for punching a handcuffed
inmate in the face, resulting
in “a $265,000 settlement
that was swept under the
rug,” Sproles said — was
held in a “packed” Henry

County courtroom.

“Here’s my exact words,”
he said. “If I am elected
as your next sheriff, the
f-word on duty is gone.’
You wouldn’t have believed
the reaction. A huge round
of applause. It was kind of
shocking.”

As a reserve, he had wit-
nessed “too many times
that officers simply got into
a screaming match. Once
you drop an f-bomb, you
have lost your authority, you
simply went right to their
turf. Your professionalism
is gone,” he told The News-
Banner.

After winning what he
described as a hotly con-
tested race, “it’s been won-
derful,” he said. “A lot of
people left before I even
took office.” He subse-
quently dismissed both his
jail commander and deputy
commander who continued,
in his view, to mistreat the
prisoners, and “the morale
at our office is sky high. We
are fully staffed. The former
administration would run
8-10 full time correctional
officers short and many
patrol spots. They didn’t
want to work in that cul-
ture.” Now they do, he said.

“Here’s what I discov-
ered,” he continued. “People
who work in that kind of
atmosphere, where they only
berated the prisoners and
the f-bomb is so prevalent,
they’re not happy people. A
miserable culture, a miser-
able environment, made for
miserable people.”

But he is adamant that
“we run our jail very firm-
ly,” he said. “Don’t misun-
derstand. (Inmates) know

that if they mess up or trash
their cell, there are conse-
quences. But it’s not our
job to further punish them.
It is to take care of them
and give them hope while
they’re here. To encourage
them for re-entry.” One of
his instructions to his depu-
ties is to stay in contact with
people they had arrested to
encourage them to move
forward.

The result can also been
seen in the jail’s atmosphere,
which had included daily
fights among inmates. “I
think we’ve had to break up
two fights in two years,” he
said.

Sproles’ mission state-
ment that he gives his entire
staff is to “Do justice, love
mercy and be humble,” a
message he shared in his
presentation at Pendleton,
noting that “it comes right
out of the Book of Judges.

“Sometimes doing jus-
tice means getting someone
on the ground and under
control,” he said. “But you
can still show mercy and be
humble.

“Another Biblical prin-
ciple I give to my staff is the
Golden Rule,” he said later.
“If we can do those things,
we win.”

“We’re firm, we’re
not pushovers,” he reiter-
ated. “When my dad set me
straight — which he did of
course from time to time —
it was done in love. We try
to treat our inmates the same
way.”

Spores said that Lemuel
Vega “called me out of the
blue” as that first Christmas
he was sheriff approached in
2023.

“I had already prepared
little gift packets for our
inmates for Christmas,”
he shared, “when Lemuel
called me and told me what
he had and asked if he could
come by, I said ’sure!””

Sproles figures he had
spent about $3,000 for a few
candy bars and other items
for his 200-some inmates,
“but what Lemuel brought
was five times that. It was
phenomenal.”

“He had no clue what we
did, and he was very wel-
coming,” Vega said. “So I
invited him to our next visit
to Pendleton (this past sum-
mer) and he didn’t hesitate.”

“So this is my second
time here with Lemuel’s
program,” Sproles said after
one of his presentations Dec.
6. “I actually got a ‘thank-
you’ letter from an inmate
after that visit, and he came
up to me today and said ‘I
wondered if that sheriff was
going to come back.””

Sproles credits his
upbringing. “I just have a
huge compassion for under-
privileged people, espe-
cially for those growing up
in rough environments,”
he concluded. “Those of us
who grew up in loving, sup-
portive homes, we have no
clue how lucky we are.

“I think it’s important for
the inmates to hear this from
someone in a uniform: I love
them, I care about them and
I pray for them. It’s shock-
ing the responses I get from
them many times. They tell
me they never had someone
in authority tell them they
care about them. It’s phe-
nomenal.”

miller@news-banner.com

Emergency management director

(Continued from Page 1)
where they’re at, as far as being ready
for a disaster,” Stringer said.

With this, Stringer advised he’d
like to see the role more involved in
grant writing, like the county’s efforts
to obtain a $1 million grant to buy
encrypted radios for the 911 dispatch
center. He likened the position to the
county engineer, which has secured
millions in funding for county projects.

Stringer said the county has
received five applicants for the posi-
tion, including current director Rick
Velasquez, and the commissioners
hope to approve the job description
and make an appointment at their first
meeting of the year, 5:30 p.m. on Jan.
6. He did add, however, that none of
the applicants have grant writing expe-
rience.

Though Stringer said he did not
want to discuss Velasquez’s perfor-
mance, he did remark that he didn’t
feel that “the one that we have,” refer-
ring to the current job description, “I’'m
not sure ... all the things have been
completed on it.” Stringer repeatedly
stipulated that the commissioners had
not yet determined if it will be a new
appointee to the position.

Springer added, “I called around
to the different counties, and the sup-

port level in every county surrounding
us, regardless of the wage, is different
than what we have. So we’ve got to
either educate the person that’s in there
(about) what needs to happen or, again,
we’ve got options.”

The council recognized that it has
historically been difficult to get appli-
cants and that the compensation was
likely a contributing factor. They voted
unanimously in favor of the increase,
taking effect at the commissioner’s
appointment; council members Seth
Whicker, Scott Elzey, Brandon Har-
nish, Vicki Andrews and Steve Hug-
gins were present, and Brian Lambert
and Todd Mahnensmith were absent.

Also during the meeting, the council
unanimously agreed that Elzey would
serve as an alternate for Andrews on
the Area Plan Commission board.

The primary purpose of the last
2024 meeting was to approve year-end
transfers. They were:

e Sheriff’s Office: $2,000 from gas,
oil and lube, $2,000 from K-9 supplies,
$2.,000 from Air Cards and $3,700
from service contract ERS to $45 for
office supplies, $260 for uniforms,
$795 for IT equipment, $5,770 for
service contract, $2,830 to equipment
repairs.

for supplies, $1,857 for maintenance
supplies and $4.,800 for general repairs.

e Coroner’s Office: $3,024 from
autopsy services to $2,033 for office
supplies and $991 for repairs and
maintenance.

e Circuit Court: $60 from truck
maintenance to secretary.

e IT Department: $495 from train-
ing seminars and $495 from consulting
fees to $990 for IT assistant.

* Reassessment: $23 from training
and seminars to computer equipment.

* Probation: $475 from training and
seminars to retirement.

¢ Purdue Extension: $223.40 from
computer supplies to office supplies.

¢ Election Board: $70 from rent pri-
mary to LES software license fee.

* Circuit Court: $40 from guardian
ad litem to postage.

e Community Corrections: $1,200
from part-time field officer 3 to $750
for social security and $450 for group
health insurance, $700 from service
contract to monitoring fees, and $10
from service contracts to telephone.

¢ Health Department: $560 from
part-time medical assistant to board
compensation.

The council will meet for the first
time in 2025 at 7 p.m. on Jan. 7.

Chinese drones

(Continued from Page 1)
cially those by DJI.

Here are things to know
about the debate.
Lawmakers say the drones

pose a security threat

Rep. Elise Stefanik,
R-N.Y., who is President-
elect Donald Trump’s pick
to be U.N. ambassador, has
led House efforts to ban
new Chinese drones, saying
Americans have become too
dependent on them.

“It is strategically irre-
sponsible to allow Commu-
nist China to be our drone
factory,” she argued.

It was the role of drones
in everyday life that drove
Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., to
get Congress to restrict the
purchase of Chinese drones
by federal agencies. Those
restrictions were included in
a bill that Democratic Presi-
dent Joe Biden signed last
year.

Scott has compared Chi-
nese drones to spy balloons
that could “gather data or
carry harmful payloads”
across America, posing risks
to military bases, critical
infrastructure and natural
resources.

Drones made by DJI

dominate the US market

DIJI, named in the bill,
is the best-known Chinese
drone brand. The company
has the lion’s share of the
global drone market and is a
dominant player in the U.S.
market. Its drones have been
used by first responders to

e Jail: $8,157 from meals to $1,500

holly@news-banner.com
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Closures listed for
Christmas holiday

Christmas on Wednesday brings with it a host of closures.

The offices of the City of Bluffton and Wells County
governments will be closed. The Ossian and Bluffton loca-
tions of the Wells County Public Library are closed Tuesday,
Dec. 24, Wednesday, Dec. 25, and Thursday, Dec. 26.

There is no mail delivery and The News-Banner does not
publish Wednesday. The office will not be open. Normal
publication and office hours will resume Thursday.

Weather

Tuesday, December 24, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:19 p.m. Monday)
High: 39; Low: 26; Precipitation: 0.03 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.29
feet at 8:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast

Today: Cloudy, with a high near 40. West wind around 5
mph becoming north in the afternoon.

Tonight: A 20% chance of rain after 1 a.m. Cloudy, with
a low around 33. Northeast wind around 5 mph.

Christmas Day: A 30% chance of rain. Cloudy, with a
high near 42. Calm wind becoming east around 5 mph.

Wednesday Night: A 20% chance of rain before 1 a.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 35. East wind around 5
mph becoming calm.

Thursday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 49.

Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 37.

Friday: A 30% chance of rain, mainly after 1 p.m. Most-
ly cloudy, with a high near 52.

Friday Night: Rain likely, mainly after 1 a.m. Cloudy,
with a low around 46. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Saturday: A 50% chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 57.

Saturday Night: Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 47. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Sunday: Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with a high near
52. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Sunday Night: A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 39.
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locate disaster victims, map-
pers to survey roads and
utility lines, mosquito con-
trol officers to reach swarms
of larvae, and filmmakers to
capture aerial footage.

Founded in 2006 and
based in the southern Chi-
nese city of Shenzhen, DJI
makes devices that are
known for their affordabil-
ity and high performance.
They are even used on the
battlefield in Ukraine by
both sides, even though
DIJI does not make military
drones.

As U.S.-China relations
soured, DJI drones have
come under scrutiny. The
U.S. government has put the
company on several black-
lists citing human rights
concerns as well as alleged
links to the Chinese military.
DJI has denied any wrong-
doing, and is suing the Pen-
tagon over the designation
that it is a Chinese military
company.

U.S. customs officials
have also blocked some DJI
shipments over concerns
that the products might
have been made with forced
labor. DJI has called it “a
customs-related misunder-
standing.”

DII has also expressed
concern about the review of
Chinese drones included in
the defense bill., saying it
doesn’t allow the company
to defend itself. It called for
“a fair right of reply to any
findings.”

Users say Chinese drones
can’t be easily replaced

Russell Hedrick, a
North Carolina farmer,
flies drones to spray fertil-
izers on his corn, bean and
wheat fields at a fraction of
what it would cost him to
use a conventional ground
spreader. A drone spread-
er costs $35,000, while a
ground sprayer would cost
$250,000, he said.

As a volunteer rescu-
er, Hedrick uses thermal
drones to search for people
trapped by mudslides and

cargo drones to send water
and baby formula to those
who are stranded — some-
thing he did after Hurricane
Helene.

“I am not going to say
I won’t love to have U.S.
drones, but I don’t see the
American drones as any-
where close to the DIJI
drones in terms of reliabil-
ity, ease of use, and just the
user-friendly software,”
Hedrick said. “The U.S.
drones are not as good as
DIJI ones but cost twice as
much.”
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Packages of hope —

(Continued from Page 1)
napolis and makes regularly weekly visits to the state prison
facility in Edinburgh.

Nappanee native Bain Elliot served 13 years in the
state prison system and became acquainted with Christ-
mas Behind Bars while at the Miami County facility.
After his release in 2022, then at the New Castle facil-
ity, he worked for a while as a catering manager while he
got involved as a volunteer with a local ministry. He now
works full time for the City of Refuge, a re-entry minis-
try for released offenders in Gilford and enjoys going on
prison visits with Vega.

“I’ve been in their shoes,” he says. “So now it’s a privi-
lege to contribute and help.”

While Elliot did not make a presentation, he circulated
among the inmates, speaking or praying with them individu-
ally if they so chose. “I'm giving back. It’s my calling,” he
said.

“There are all sorts of religions in prison,” Elliot said,
“but the Christian-based (ministries) do the most. And it
does resonate.” The packets from Christmas Behind Bars
and the cards “meant a lot to me,” he continued. “They’re
handwritten. Somebody cares. I saved them all and still get
them out to look at from time to time.”

The most unlikely speaker, Henry County Sheriff John
Sproles, might have also had the most rapt attention of the
audience.

“I think it’s important for them to see someone in my
uniform tell them that God loves them as much as he loves
me,” he told The News-Banner in a subsequent conversa-
tion. His road to becoming sheriff two years ago and how
he became involved with Christmas Behind Bars is another
story, told nearby.

Going to Pendleton always has a special meaning to
Vega, who spent about eight years as an inmate there. His
ministry now makes semi-annual visits, sharing testimonials
and offering one-on-one conversations. The group distrib-
uted 1,750 gift packets filled with treats, personal hygiene
items, handwritten cards and additional Christian reading
materials.

“We’re taking 2,700 packets to Westville next week,”
he said Dec. 6, adding that volunteers will also be putting
another 3,500 packets together for seasonal visits to county
jails, including the Wells County Jail.

“We do see a change in behavior (after the visits),” Wells
County Sheriff Scott Holliday said. “And we really appreci-
ate the great people who take their time to come into our jail
to minister to our inmates.”

Holliday mentioned local resident Clem Reinhard,
who has done jail ministry here “for about 30 years, I
think,” has recently taken on the title of volunteer jail
chaplain. “We get a number of groups from local church-
es who also come in and Clem coordinates all of that,”
he continued. “I try to do my best to accommodate these,
especially during the holidays when it’s a tougher time
than normal for (the inmates). These visits, these pack-
ages are great.”

Christmas Behind Bars is now in 47 of Indiana’s 92
county jails.

“We organize the visits north of Indy,” Vega explained,
“and we have another group of volunteers who organize
and make the visits south.” Local volunteers put the pack-
ets together and then put them into a semi-trailer that is
parked in southern Indiana to supply those visits. The
ministry also makes annual visits to dozens of state pris-
ons as far south as Florida, west to Wyoming and east to
West Virginia.

“We don’t go into Wisconsin and Michigan because
the Gideons and a ministry called ‘The Forgotten Man”
are active there, and that’s great. You know,” he contin-
ued, “many prisons have weekly Bible studies. They
might have 100 inmates participate. That’s wonderful, but
I always ask “What about the others?’ So that’s what we
do, we get the message to all of them that there’s hope for
them.”

Vega shared a story of a Muslim inmate who approached
one of the Amish members after a session earlier this year.

“He told him that ‘You and I, we believe different, but
the love you show, I want to try Jesus.” Isn’t that something?
But we’re not here necessarily trying to tell them what to
believe,” he continued. “We just want them to know that we
love them, God loves them and that there’s hope — no mat-
ter what you’ve done, because Jesus loves them.”
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Top: Two volunteer inmates help transport 1,750 gift packages
into the Pendleton Correctional Facility early on Friday, Dec. 6.
Above: Lemuel Vega, left photo, speaks to a group of inmates
about his redemption while incarcerated at the prison and how
it changed his life after a troubled childhood and subsequent
drug addiction. His group of volunteers include other former
inmates, such as George Werley, above left, who now runs a
ministry in Indianapolis.

Left: Packages are also delivered to inmates not allowed to
attend the assemblies such as to the cells in the mental health
section of Pendleton.

Below: After the sessions at which carols are sung and a
speakers share their experiences with the inmates, volunteers
hand out the packets brought to the prison. At bottom right,
two inmates couldn’t wait to return to their cells to investigate
what was inside.

(Photos courtesy of Scott Roberson, visual arts specialist with
the Indiana Dept. of Correction.)

As reported in previous stories, Christmas Behind Bars is
a year-round ministry created by Vega in the mid-1990s and
is totally dependent on contributions of money and services.
While some of the snacks and personal hygiene items are
donated, “we buy about 80% of this stuff, but we always get
super discounts,” he explained.

For example, he recently had an opportunity to buy indi-
vidual-sized packets of Ramen noodles, a popular item with
inmates, for just 10 cents apiece.

“So there was 144,000 of them, which adds up to about
$15,000 and we have to ship them and store them,” he said.

Navy pilots

(Continued from Page 1)

city of Hodeida, without offering any
casualty or damage information. In
Sanaa, strikes appeared particularly
targeted at a mountainside known to be
home to military installations. Howev-
er, there were no images or information
released regarding the strikes — which
has happened previously when air-
strikes hit vital facilities for the rebels.
Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree, a Houthi
military spokesman, released a prere-
corded statement hours later in which
he claimed the rebels launched eight
drones and 17 cruise missiles in their
attack. He also claimed without offer-
ing any evidence that the Houthis
shot down the F/A-18, likely follow-
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ing a pattern of him making exagger-
ated claims. During the Eisenhower’s
deployment, he repeatedly falsely
claimed the carrier had been struck by
Houthi fire.

The Houthis have targeted about
100 merchant vessels with missiles
and drones since the Israel-Hamas war
in the Gaza Strip started in October
2023 after Hamas’ surprise attack on
Israel that killed 1,200 people and saw
250 others taken hostage.

Israel’s grinding offensive in Gaza
has killed more than 45,000 Palestin-
ians, local health officials say. The
tally doesn’t distinguish between com-
batants and civilians.

The Houthis have seized one vessel
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and sunk two in a campaign that has
also killed four sailors. Other missiles
and drones have either been intercept-
ed by separate U.S.- and European-
led coalitions in the Red Sea or failed
to reach their targets, which have also
included Western military vessels.

The rebels maintain that they target
ships linked to Israel, the U.S. or the
United Kingdom to force an end to Isra-
el’s campaign against Hamas in Gaza.
However, many of the ships attacked
have little or no connection to the con-
flict, including some bound for Iran.

The Houthis also have increasingly
targeted Israel itself with drones and
missiles, resulting in retaliatory Israeli
airstrikes.
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MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1°"-DEC 15™

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15TODEC 7 CALL US
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Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get

FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us
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In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall » 260-824-1618

“But the Lord provides.”

He emphasized his appreciation for his community spon-
sors. “We obviously couldn’t do it without them,” he con-
tinued.

He specifically mentioned Selking International who not
only has supplied some trucks and trailers but “fixes any of
them when they need repairs. But there are so many more,
I just can’t list them all — people who donate, who give us
Bibles to hand out and make the cards. It’s just phenome-
nal.”

miller@news-banner.com

Year End Sale
Dec. 27th and 28th, 10am to 4pm
Will close for the winter at 4pm on the 28th

70% off all remaining Christmas
inventory and 50% off all non
Christmas related inventory

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

*I.

.

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)
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Fred’'s heartwarming lesson
about laughter and humor

This weekend’s flurries that left us
with a light covering of snow on the
ground coupled with the crisp winter
weather certainly makes staying inside
a cozy home with a copy of my favor-
ite Christmas novella a perfect way to
spend a Sunday afternoon.

Each year I enjoy rereading and

watching Charles Dickens’ “A ;
Christmas Carol,” as there is always a Justin
new message to pull out of the short Peeper

story that has entertained readers since
December 1843.

Dickens uses his protagonist Ebenezer Scrooge to
tell that story — a man who on Page 1 has lost sight of
what really matters in life but throughout the course of
the story sees the errors of his ways and changes before
it’s too late.

As I was re-reading my cherished copy this month, it
was Scrooge’s visit with the Ghost of Christmas Present
to his nephew’s house on Christmas Day that I found
myself thinking about.

Scrooge and the spirit have just arrived at Fred’s
home. Within seconds, Fred’s effervescent personality
once again comes across as Dickens’ describes him.

“‘Ha, ha!”” laughed Scrooge’s nephew. “‘Ha, ha
ha!””

“If you should happen, by any unlikely chance, to
know a man more blest in laugh than Scrooge’s nephew,
all I can say is, I should like to know him too. Introduce
him to me, and I’ll cultivate his acquaintance.”

Dickens continues in the next paragraph:

“There is nothing in the world so irresistibly conta-
gious as laughter and good-humor.”

Fourteen simple words that when put together in a
sentence remind us of a powerful message that we too
often forget.

Forgetting the joy that laughter and good-humor
bring to our lives happens too frequently these days,
especially when it’s so easy to turn on the TV or scroll
through social media and be surrounded by negativity
almost around the clock. Fred, however, shows us in
this part of the story that we should never forget the joy
that laughter and good-humor brings to us and to others.

Note Dickens’ word choice when he describes humor
— “good-humor,” he pens.

Good-humor and laughter — along with Fred’s
steadfast kindness toward others — are so powerful that
they help transform Scrooge — a “squeezing, wrench-
ing, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous, old sinner”
who becomes a man who knows how to keep Christmas
well and alive year-round.

There is nothing in the world so irresistibly conta-
gious as laughter and good-humor.

May laughter, kindness and good-humor fill your
heart on Christmas Day this year just like it does Fred’s.
More importantly, however, is to ensure that same
laughter, kindness and good-humor fill your heart every
day so that you can spread that joy just as Fred and the

redeemed Scrooge do in “A Christmas Carol.”

Merry Christmas.

And as Tiny Tim observed, God bless us, every one.

Jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Christmas Trivia

1. Which U.S. state is home to the town of Snowflake?

2. The Airing of Grievances is part of what fictional holi-
day celebration?

3. Should you meet another person beneath this plant,
the rule is you must kiss. What is it?

4. According to Hallmark, approximately how many
Christmas cards are sent annually?

5. How long is the average growing time for a Christmas
tree?

6. True or false: There’s a real city called the North Pole.

7. What U.S. state is home to the town of Santa Claus?

8. What is the Hawaiian word for Santa Claus?

9. Where does the name “Kris Kringle” come from?

10. What is thought to be the first observation of the
December 25 holiday?

11. When did Christmas become a national holiday?

12. What company is thought to have cemented the rosy-
cheeked, bearded Santa Claus associated with Christmas
today?

13. What did Coke’s Haddon Sundblom base his render-
ing of Santa Claus on?

14. True or false: The North Pole has no time zone.

15. Who invented Christmas lights?

16. What year was the first Rockefeller Center Christmas
tree erected?

17. What is the most popular Christmas cookie in the
US.?

ANSWERS: 1 Arizona. 2 Festivus. 3 Mistletoe. 4 1.3 bil-
lion. 5 Seven years. 6 True. The city of North Pole is located
in Alaska and boasts a population of around 2,300 citizens. 7
Indiana. 8 Kanakaloka. 9 According to Merriam-Webster, it’s
spelled “Kriss Kringle” and is a modification of the German
word “Christkindl” or Christ child. 10 The Christian church
in Rome commemorated the Feast of the Nativity in 336. 11
On June 24, 1870, via a proclamation by President Ulysses S.
Grant. 12 In 1931, Coca-Cola commissioned illustrator Had-
don Sundblom to paint an image of Santa for their ads. 13
Clement Clarke Moore’s “A Visit from St. Nicolas,” otherwise
known as “The Night Before Christmas.” 14 True. All longitu-
dinal lines start at the North Pole, which means there’s no time
zone. 15 Thomas Edison created the first strand of electric
lights in 1880. 16 In December of 1931, workers at Rockefeller
Center pooled their money to buy a Christmas tree. It was a
20-foot balsam fir. 17 According to YouGov, chocolate chip,
followed by sugar, fudge and brownie cookies.
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Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among men

In those days a decree went out from
Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be enrolled. This was the first enroll-
ment, when Quirini-us was governor of
Syria. And all went to be enrolled, each
to his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth,
to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, to be enrolled
with Mary, his
betrothed, who
was with child.
And while they
were there, the
time came for her
to be delivered.
And she gave birth
to her first-born
son and wrapped
him in swaddling
cloths, and laid
him in a manger,
because there was
no place for them
in the inn.

And in that
region there were
shepherds out in
the field, keeping
watch over their
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were

filled with fear. And the angel said to them,

“Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you
good news of a great joy which will come
to all the people; for to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ

the Lord. And this will be a sign for you:
you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” And sud-
denly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God and say-
ing,

“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among men with
whom he is pleased!”

When the angels
went away from
them into heaven,
the shepherds said
to one another,
“Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see
this thing that has
happened, which
the Lord has made
known to us.” And
they went with
haste, and found
Mary and Joseph,
and the babe lying
in a manger. And
when they saw it
they made known
the saying which
had been told them
concerning this
child; and all who
heard it wondered at what the shepherds
told them. But Mary kept all these things,
pondering them in her heart. And the shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.

Luke 2: 1-20 (RSV)
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IT'S NOT GUCH A BAD LITTLE TREE, REALLY.
MAYBE T JUST NEEDS A LITTLE LOVE, - —LINUS VAN PELT

Memories of a

Why do Christmas memories from 50 years ago
still hold so much power over me? I think I know
now.

Christmas was a huge event for our family.

At St. Germaine School, we’d sell items to raise
money for the needy, create decorations, practice
for Christmas plays and concerts (we’d sing “Silent
Night” and “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”) and attend
a million Advent ceremonies.

The preparation and ceremony filled us with a
sense that something big was under way, and it was.

We were just as busy at home. My father and I vis-
ited several Christmas-tree lots in search of the perfect
tree. We’d carefully assess several before making our
pick.

Once we men had the platform set up and the lights
strung, my sisters were called to the living room and
everyone in our family decorated the tree.

The sun soon would go down and the light of our
Christmas-tree bulbs reflecting off the tinsel would
transform our living room into a brilliant glow of col-
ors dancing on the walls and ceiling.

Christmas specials on TV were also family events.
We’d pack into the living room and plug in the tree.
We’d turn off all the lamps so that the Christmas lights
would shine extra bright.

We’d wait with great anticipation for “The Grinch
that Stole Christmas,” “Rudolph the Red Nosed Rein-
deer,” “A Charlie Brown Christmas” and a dozen oth-
ers.

Even the Christmas commercials — I remember
the clay animation of Santa gliding through the snow
on a Norelco electric razor — now fill me with nos-
talgia.

Finally, Christmas Eve would arrive.

We’d light the candles in the luminaria that lined
our street — all our neighbors had luminaria, and our
streets glowed for several blocks.

1970s Chrlstmas

Our next-door neighbors, the Kriegers,
would visit for a few hours, filling our
house with festivity.

Then off we went to bed.

My father would stack the old stereo
console with every Christmas record we
owned — “Holiday Sing-Along with
Mitch Miller,” “Christmas with the Chip-
munks,” “Snoopy vs. the Red Baron” and
Bing Crosby singing “White Christmas.”

As the scratchy old records played — Tom
as my mother and father assembled and
wrapped gifts in the living room below Purcell

— I 'was so filled with excitement I could
never sleep.

I’d finally nod off only to wake at 5 a.m.I’d jump
out of my bed and run around, waking my five sisters.
‘We’d rush down to the living room and open our
gifts and laugh as our dog Jingles dived into the piles

of wrapping paper.

My father would make a breakfast feast and we’d
sit around laughing and talking, as we whiled the
morning away.

Then we’d arrive at church to find that the strag-
glers, who only went to Mass on Christmas and Eas-
ter, had taken our seats, forcing us to stand in the aisle.

This simple Christmas experience may sound
uneventful, but it was a huge event to me and millions
of other American kids who were blessed to have a
similar experience.

My fondness for this time was marked by a total
sense of security — a total sense of being loved by a
mother and father who were doing their best to pro-
vide for their children.

That’s why Christmas memories from 50 years ago
hold such power over me still.

Tom Purcell is a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor
columnist. tom@TomPurcell .com.
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Julia helps her grandmother with a Christmas surprise

“Mom, Grandma said she needs
to talk with me on Tuesday after
school.”

I glanced at my 13-year-old
daughter. The glint in her eye was
the telltale she knew all about
it, and it was nothing negative.
Catching on that Grandma most
likely needed her to help with a
surprise at our family gathering
that was planned before Christmas
to accommodate my sister from
South Dakota, I gave my consent.

On Tuesday, she came back
home with a spark. I knew she had
fun, but she was not about to spill
the secret.

I didn’t have long to find out:
yesterday was family day. All but
Brother Micah and his family from
Alaska gathered for the afternoon
and evening. Supper was a joint
effort. Hobo stacks are served as
the main course, with fruit pizza
for dessert. We are talking about a
creamy, delicious, refreshing, and
attractive dessert. The one crust
especially got my attention. I’ve
never had anything quite like it
before. My sister-in-law from Indi-
ana made a crust with small pretzel
sticks. The children were intrigued
as the cream cheese layer was
spread on top of the pretzels that
stayed stuck together in the bot-
tom of the pan. I think the flavor
surpassed the fruit pizza crust I’ve
been using for years. The salty car-
amelized flavor blended super with
the cream cheese topping, fresh
fruit, and the layered glaze on top.
It had me wanting to go back for

Gloria shares family favorites

The Amish Cook

by Gloria Yoder

more, but then I knew snack time
was coming up a couple of hours
later.

After supper we sat around the
living room relaxing, not worry-
ing about the dishes. Mom got out
her song copies. Something stirred
deep within me. I enjoy God’s
gift of singing, which he gave
to mankind, but this was some-
thing extraordinary to me. Mom’s
cousin, who has a son with can-
cer, wrote these songs. I thought
of his wife, I thought of his two
children. I knew life was no simple
thing right now. I pictured him sit-
ting at his table, penning the words
of a song as God inspired him in
the dark hours of his life. Like the
quote on my dresser, “Sometimes
the blackest days are the most
important of our life.” Today, we
are recipients of God’s grace flow-
ing through their hard days. Our
voices blended in song, “Every
dark night has a dawn, there’s
an end to every storm... What is
silence without thunder? Where is
calm without wave?”

As the last notes faded, Mom
informed us adults to stay in the
house while she took the grandchil-
dren out in the garage. Half an hour
later I still wondered what they
could be up to.

All at once it clicked. As the
sudsy dishwater swished around
my fingers, I told myself, “It would
sound just like my mom to help
them with a nativity scene.” I was
tempted to peek beyond the cracks
in the blinds in the double doors
leading to the garage. But then, if |
want to trust my children, I’d better
be trustworthy myself,” I mused.

Moments later, Mom said,
“You can come out now!” I dried
my hands and rounded the corner
to the garage. There they were.
It took a moment to take it all in.
Three little ‘wise men’ stood to the
right, all dressed up like men of
the Bible, holding their presents,
which were candy containers. Then
there stood the angels. Adorable
little girls, looking as pure as could
be, dressed in white with dainty
headbands, it just melted my heart.
What do real angels look like?? 1
chuckled at the sheep, it was just
too cute. Little Joshua and his
cousin knelt on all fours with over
sized cream-colored shirts draped
over their clothes. How did Mom
come up with all these ideas? A
‘shepherd’ stood, holding his sheep
(a white toy poodle pup) and a
broom handle which served as his

staff. Last but certainly not least,
Joseph and Mary, which really
were Austin and Hosanna, watched
Baby Jesus. At first I did not recog-
nize Austin in his garb which cov-
ered much of his head and body.
Certainly Mom, Julia, and Sister
Keturah had an amazing imagina-
tion in bringing it so close to life. I
kept gazing over the group, a child
at a time. I noticed how each had
a part to fill and clothes to wear. Is
that not how it is with Jesus today?
We all have a place to fill and his
garments of righteousness to wear.

Last of all, Away in a Manger
was sung, and presents given to
Baby Jesus.

The evening sped on.

While we were finishing up
dishes, my youngest sister came
and asked if I wanted to help with
a game of Masterpiece. I hardly
knew what to say. Yes, I used to
enjoy playing with others, but
now, for many years, it was no
option; with babies to take care
of, many things as such had faded
back. “Um, yes... actually, I think
I would enjoy playing a game,” |
said slowly. It just seemed weird,
it didn’t seem like my life. I sat in
the circle with family members. It
wasn’t long until I knew it was the
tonic I needed. Julia, who was on
my team, helped me plan and plot.
We tried to figure out which player
had what cards as we laughed our
way through Masterpiece. I had
forgotten how fun it was to just
simply have fun on a lighter note
of life.

Sweet and Salty Fruit Pizza

CRUST:

2 1/2 cups pretzels, broken

2/3 cup brown sugar

3/4 cup butter

Press into a greased 9 X 13 pan.
Bake at 350 for 10 minutes. Cool.

CREAM CHEESE MIXTURE:

1 /2 cup powdered sugar (or 1/2
teas stevia)

8 ounces cream cheese, softened
to room temperature

8 ounces whipped topping

Beat cream cheese and pow-
dered sugar until smooth. Fold in
whipped topping. If desired add a
dash of lemon juice. Spread on top
of cooled crust.

4- 6 cups fresh fruit, sliced or
diced. We enjoy kiwis, strawber-
ries, blueberries, grapes, raspber-
ries, or whatever we have easy
access to at the moment.

GLAZE:

3 /4 cup sugar

5 heaping tablespoons clear jel*

3 cups cold water

3 tablespoons pineapple or
lemon jello

1 /4 teaspoon salt

Mix all together in a saucepan,
bring to a boil, simmer a few min-
utes. Cool and spread on top of
fruit. Chill. We like it best the day
after its made, as the flavor blends
more.

*corn starch may also be used,
it will result in a bit more cloudy-
looking filling.

Here are some of our
family’s favorite recipes to

enjoy around the holidays. I
hope you enoy them!

The Amish Cook

by Gloria Yoder |{

HOLIDAY WHITE
CHOCOLATE

Refrigerate overnight.

Wayne.

Popular Pop will be held on Dec. 26.
Regular hours of operation are Mon-
day through Friday from 4 to 9 p.m. and

Theme nights at Headwaters Park Ice Rink

Theme nights have been announced
for the Headwaters Park Ice Rink in Fort

day. Holiday hours will include noon to 9
p-m. on Dec. 26,27, Jan. 2, 3 and on Dec.
31 from noon to 6 p.m. (Closed Christmas
eve, Christmas day and New Year’s Day.
Skates rent for $3 and admission is $6
for those 3 and older. For event updates

CHEESECAKE

CRUST

1% cup flour

2 tablespoon powdered
sugar

1 teaspoon grated lemon
peel

Y% cup butter, chilled and
cubed

FILLING

4 - 8 oz packages cream
cheese, softened

1% cup sugar

2 tablespoons flour

2 tablespoons lemon
juice

2 tablespoons heavy
whipping cream

Y5 cup sour cream

2 teaspoons vanilla

4 eggs

10 ounces white bak-
ing chocolate, melted and
cooled

2 teaspoons grated lemon
peel

Place a 9-inch spring
form pan on a double thick-
ness of heavy duty foil
(about 18 inch square)
securely wrap foil around
pan & set aside.

In a small bowl combine
crust ingredients until crum-
bly.

Press onto the bottom and
one inch up the sides of the
prepared pan.

Place on a baking sheet &
bake at 325 for 25-30 min-
utes or until golden brown.

Cool on a wire rack.

In a large mixing bowl
beat the cream cheese,
sugar, flour, lemon juice,
cream and vanilla until well
blended.

Add eggs, beat on low
speed just until combined,
stir in white chocolate and
lemon peel.

Pour into crust.

Place pan in a large bak-
ing pan; add 1 inch hot
water to the larger pan.

Bake at for 65-85 min-
utes or until center is just set
and to appears dull.

Remove the pan from
water bath.

Cool on a wire rack for
10 minutes.

Carefully run a knife

Remove from sides of
pan before slicing.

OLD-FASHIONED
AMISH TURTLE
CANDIES

1% pound white choco-
late

% pound pecan halves

1 can sweet condensed
milk

1 pound milk chocolate

INSTRUCTIONS

Melt white chocolate in
double-boiler or microwave,
then spoon dabs on wax
or parchment paper. Dabs
should be 17 in diameter.

Press three pecan halves
side by side into each dab
of chocolate. Leave until the
white chocolate is set.

Place an unopened can of
condensed milk in a 3 quart
kettle , cover completely
with water.

Bring to a boil and boil
gently for 3 hours.

The can needs to be cov-
ered at all times, so keep
monitoring how much water
is in your kettle and add
more if needed.

Remove from heat. Let
can set in water until it is
room temperature.

Remove from can and
spread 1 rounded teaspoon
of carmelized milk on top of

from noon to 9 p.m. on Saturday and Sun-

check out fortwayneparks.org.

the pecans.

Melt milk chocolate in a
double boiler or microwave
then spoon on top of cara-
mel, covering all but the tips
of the pecans.

Let set and enjoy!

Saltines or graham crack-
ers

1 cup butter (use only %
cup for crunchier candy)

1 cup brown sugar

1 ¥ cups chocolate chips

Instructions

1. Put a single layer of
saltine or graham crackers
side by side (with 4 sides
touching one another) on a
10 by 15-inch rimmed cook-
ie sheet, lined with parch-
ment paper.

2. Bring butter and brown
sugar to a rolling boil. Boil
for three minutes.

3. Spread mixture on top
of crackers.

4. Preheat oven to 400
degree.

5. Bake crackers with
sauce, for 5 minutes.

6. Remove from heat and
immediately sprinkle with
1 1 /2 cups chocolate chips.
Let set three minutes and
then spread melted chips
over with a butter knife.

7. Cool and break into
sized pieces of your choice.

{

Hidden
Savings

hopping locally can save you
more than holiday cash. Stress,

body weight and environmen-
tal harm are at risk of increasing

during the holiday season. Implement a little bit of local shopping into your routine and
watch those negative implications melt away. Here’s how:

Save Stress

‘Tis the season to be jolly, not stressed, frenzied, or road-raged. Trade in the hustle
and bustle of long car rides and over-packed malls for a relaxing stroll through your

favorite local business.

The benefits of slowing things down over the holidays can improve your health, well-
being and overall mood, especially when schedules are at their fullest.

The less time you spend traveling great distances and drudging through hoards of
shoppers, the more time you will be able to enjoy with your family around the fireplace.
So maybe it’s time to focus less on leaving the area, and take advantage of the calming

convenience of shopping local.

Save the Environment

Staying local obviously cuts down on travel for both you and delivery drivers, a two-
fold benefit that means less carbon, pollution and traffic congestion. According to the
Environmental Protection Agency, trucks and locomotives are responsible for 25 per-
cent of smog-causing pollution and the majority of the cancer threat posed by air pollu-

tion in some areas.

Local businesses help the environment by stocking local produce and food, and
using less packaging than larger chain establishments. This helps make our local com-
munities more sustainable and keeps hard-to-break-down plastics out of our landfills.

Local businesses depend less on packaging because their food is fresh and many
of their products are locally produced, reducing the distance and packaging required to

maintain quality.

Save Calories

Staying in the area for your Christmas shopping could be good for both your wallet
and your waistline. If you live close enough to local businesses — and if you don’t mind
the chilly winter weather — walk or ride your bike to the store.

The central locations of downtown businesses provide a hub of shopping activity that
requires only a short stroll down the sidewalk to shop door-to-door. Mixing in a little
physical activity as opposed to spending hours in your car or extended periods of time
on escalators, will aid in burning calories and improving your overall health.

And better health is a gift we all deserve.

Santa says ... Be sure to shop these businesses:

around the edge of pan to
loosen sides. Cool one hour
longer.

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN « 260°724*SHOW

Mufasa: The Lion Ring
Tuesday, December 24th Tpm
Wednesday, December 25th 6pm
Thursday, December 26th 6pm
Friday, December 27th 6pm & 8:45pm
Saturday, December 28th
12:30pm, 3:15pm, 6pm &8:45pm
Sunday, December 29th 2pm & 4:45pm

Sonic the Hedgehog 3
Tuesday, December 24th 1:20pm
Wednesday, December 25th 6:20pm
Thursday, December 26th 6:20pm
Friday, December 27th 6:20pm & 9pm
Saturday, December 28th
1pm, 3:30pm, 6:20pm & 9pm
Sunday, December 29th 2:20pm & 5pm
Faith of Angels - Faith & Family Series
Monday, December 30th 6pm & 6:30pm

¥, www.abcinemainc.com
*x 4"
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TEACHERS!

Full-Time!
No weekends!
Insurance Benefits!
403(b) Retirement Plan Participation!
Paid Time Off!
Wellness Pavilion Discount!

% Above & Beyond Vehicle Reconditioning
% Balance Massage Therapy & Body Works

% Bluffton Tire % Moser & Son
% Daniel’s Jewelers % Mr Kool
% Gerber Furniture % Northwood Computer
% Habegger’s ACE % Paddlefish
% Lengerich Meats % Parlor City Cabinetry

% Wells County Chamber of Commerce
% Wells County Foundation

Gift “Chamber Bucks” ... available at the
Wells County Chamber of Commerce
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Sports Roundup

Norwell goes 1-4 at
Wawasee wrestling tourney

Norwell went 1-4 at the Wawasee
December Super Dual in wrestling on Sat-
urday.

The Knights’ lone win of the tournament
and for the season came against Bishop
Luers 53-21.

Cody Cox went 5-0 on the day with
one forfeit, while Carson Powell and Luke
Dreiband went 4-1.

Norwell will be off until it visits Bluffton
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 7.

Below are the rest of the results:
Angola 58, Norwell 17

e Carter Shegog (A) won by fall over Eli
Thomas at 106.

e Alex Delacruz (A) won by fall over
Fielder Brege at 113.

¢ Both teams forfeited 120.

e Kam Straw (A) won by fall over Con-
nor Rose at 126.

e Cooper Martin (A) won by forfeit at
132.

e Layne Pavka (A) won by forfeit at 138.

e Chace Behning (N) won by fall over
Caiden Funk at 144.

* Cody Cox (N) won by fall over Thor
Anderson at 157.

e Blake Denman (A) won by fall over
Wyatt Lukins at 165.

* Gavin Hunt (A) won by fall over Cam-
den Connett at 175.

e Jacob Carter (A) won by fall over Lin-
coln Moyer at 190.

e Lucas Lentz (A) won by fall over Ty
Tofflemeyer at 215.

e Carson Powell (N) won by fall over
Calvin Hubbell at 285.

Norwell 53, Bishop Luers 21

¢ Eli Thomas (N) won by forfeit at 106.

¢ Fielder Brege (N) won by forfeit at 113.

¢ Both teams forfeited 120.

e Khangye Hein (BL) won by decision
12-9 over Connor Rose at 126.

e Jake Gruss (N) won by forfeit at 132.

* George Gatchell (BL) won by forfeit at
138.

* Chace Behning (N) won by fall over
Michael Smith at 144,

e Luke Dreiband (N) won by technical
fall 20-4 over Isaac Joley at 150.

* Cody Cox (N) won by forfeit at 157.

* Wyatt Lukins (N) won by fall over Alex
Joley at 165.

e Camden Connett (N) won by fall over
Myles Joley at 175.

e Lincoln Moyer (N) won by fall over
Kain Wallace at 190.

* Matthew Booker (BL) won by forfeit at
215.

e Carson Powell (N) won by forfeit at
285.

Northridge 58, Norwell 20

e Adley Yoder (North) won by major
decision 20-8 over Eli Thomas at 106.

* Fielder Brege (Norw) won by fall over
Chae Baldridge at 113.

* Maycen Slabaugh (North) won by for-
feit at 120.

 Braxton LEchlitner (North) won by fall
over Connor Rose at 126.

e Landon Wade (North) won by forfeit at
132.

e Aisa Khaoucha (North) won by forfeit
at 138.

* Chace Behning (Norw) won by deci-
sion 9-7 over Jersey Slabaugh at 144.

e Luke Dreiband (Norw) won by forfeit
at 150

* Cody Cox (Norw) won by technical fall
22-6 over Gabe Barbo at 157.

e Cesar Moreno (North) won by fall over
Wyatt Lukins at 165.

* Degan Lenhart (North) won by fall over
Camden Connett at 175,

e Austin Parks (North) won by fall over
Lincoln Moyer at 190.

Eddie Klain (North) won by fall over Ty
Toffelmoyer at 215.

e Travis Kenke (North) won by fall over
Carson Powell at 285.

Plymouth 42, Norwell 27

¢ Eli Thomas (N) won by forfeit at 106.

e Caleb Jones (P) won by technical fall
18-2 over Fielder Brege at 113.

* Dylan Jones (P) won by forfeit at 120.

e Coen Kraemer (P) won by fall over
Connor Rose at 126.

* London Beaumont (P) won by forfeit at
132.

e Christopher Firebaugh (P) won by for-
feit at 138.

* Braxton White (P) won by major deci-
sion 12-1 over Chace Behning.

e Luke Dreiband (N) won by decision
11-4 over Victory Balica at 157.

e Cody Cox won by fall over Kenseth
Bugg at 157.

e Wyatt Lukins (N) won by major deci-
sion 11-3 over Chase Holderread at 165.

e Aden VanDusen (P) won by decison
over Camden Connett at 175.

e Lincoln Moyer (N) won by major deci-
sion 14-2 over Aiden Miranda at 190.

* Deley Mullins (P) won by fall over Ty
Tofflemoyer at 215.

e Carson Powell (N) won by major deci-
sion 15-7 over John Klinedinst at 285.

Wawasee 55, Norwell 21

¢ Eli Thomas (N) won by forfeit at 106.

e Garrett Tittle (W) won by fall over
Fielder Brege at 113.

 Cylus Mechling (W) won by forfeit at

Carpet Binding - Installation « Floor Covering Specialists

- MARKET STREET -

| FLOORING

136 West Market Street
Bluffton, IN

Call For Appointment

260-438-9001

Open by Appointment
Monday thru Friday

1

120.

e Cameron Senter (W) won by fall over
Connor Rose at 126.

¢ [saac Ruff (W) won by forfeit at 132.

* Kailyb Ferrer (W) won by forfeit at
138.

* Cavan Tom (W) won by major decision
13-5 over Chace Behning at 144.

e Ethan Rodriguez (W) won by major
decision 13-0 over Luke Dreiband at 150.

* Cody Cox (N) won by decision 13-10
over Carson Nine at 157.

* Moses Howard (W) won by fall over
Camden Connett at 175.

e Lincoln Moyer (N) won by fall over
Trayvon Senders at 190.

e Derek Morrison (W) won by fall over
Ty Tofflemoyer at 215.

e Carson Powell (N) won by forfeit at
285.

Knights, Tigers split in
county swimming clash

Bluffton and Norwell’s swim teams
geared up for one of their favorite meets of
the season — the one against each other.

The ultra-competitive meet was hosted
by the Knights on Saturday, and for the sec-
ond straight year, a split was drawn.

The Tigershark boys defeated the
Knights 112-74, while the Knight girls won
129-50. This was the same win-and-loss
result from last year when Bluffton hosted.

Bluffton will be at the Jay County Bor-
der Wars at 8 a.m. Friday, Dec. 27.

Norwell will be off until Jan. 7 when it
hosts Angola.

Event winners:

Boys

e Noah Brooks, Braden Lemler, Isaac
Wheeler and Athan King (B) in the 200-
yard medley relay.

e Griffin Linderwell (B) in the 200-yard
freestyle and in the 50-yard freestyle.

* Wheeler (B) 200-yard IM and the 100-
yard butterfly.

* Rylan Heyerly (N) in the 50-yard free-
style and in the 100-yard freestyle.

* Ben Peterson in the diving events.

e Lincoln Rodgers, Linderwell, Wes
Frettinger and Athan King (B) in the 200-
yard freestyle relay.

* Brooks (B) in the 100-yard backstroke.

e Kale Meredith (N) in the 100-yard
breaststroke.

e Rhett Gerber, Wheeler, Linderwell and
Brooks (B) in the 400-yard freestyle relay.

Girls

* Annalise Cornett, Ryleigh Huffman,
Marlee Meredith and Emma Easley (N) in
the 200-yard medley relay.

e Cassie Coyne (N) in the 200-yard free-
style and in the 500-yard freestyle.

¢ Ellie Coyne (B) in the 200-yard IM and
in the 100-yard freestyle.

* Emerson Meredith (N) 50-yard free-
style and in the diving events.

e Huffman (N) in the 100-yard butterfly.

* Easley, Coyne, Marlee Meredith and
Emerson Meredith (N) in the 200-yard free-
style relay.

* Rilynn Ervin (N) in the 100-yard back-
stroke.

* Marlee Meredith (N) in the 100-yard
breaststroke.

* Cornett, Coyne, Karrigan Melcher and
Emerson Meredith (N) in the 400-yard free-
style relay.

Bluffton City Gym’s Men’s

Basketball League results

Another week went by for the Bluffton
City Gym’s Men’s Basketball League on
Monday.

Below are the results of the games:

¢ Inteva Panels 68, The “B” Team 67.

Jason Hauck and Matt Franks scored 21
points each for Inteva. Michael Scott led
The “B” Team with 15 points and David
Bradler 14.

* Craigville Appliance 61, The Irish 59.

Hayden Nern led Craigville with 22
points and both Konner Norman and Doug
Hindshaw had nine. Jenson Nusbaumer
led The Irish with 18 points and Tanner
Felger 15.

* Boleas Farms 90, Peyton’s Northern 68.

Grant Prible led Boleas with 45 points,
Luke Roush 24. Vern Martin led Peyton’s
with 22 points and Aaron Thomas 19.

e Helena Agri Enterprises 94, Inteva
Doors 56.

Luke Reust led Helena with 23 points,
Kevin Moser 14. Wasen Frillo led Inteva
with 28 points and Kyler Jones 17.

SPORTS

world.

Bluffton’s very own has once again
climbed the mountaintop of the bowling

On Dec. 12, EJ Tackett won the Chris
Schenkel Professional Bowling Associa-
tion’s Player of the Year for the second
straight season and third in total. His first
time winning Player of the Year honors
was in 2016, but nearly a decade later,
Tackett is still bowling at his best.

During this season, Tackett won

EJ Tackett wins PBA’s Player
of the Year award, his third
time in total and 2nd straight

the PBA World
Championship
and led the Tour
29,920
accord-
ing to the PBA.
His 229.37 aver-
age was second
most ever behind
Jason Belmonte’s

with
points,

229.39.

EJ Tackett

ment. (Photo submitted)
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Habegger takes home youth tournament

Bluffton’s Miken Habegger won the All-Star Bowl competition at the Bowlindy Youth
Tournament in Indianapolis on Sunday. His day started with fourth-place finish in the
qualifying round to the semifinals. From there, Habegger advanced to win the tourna-

Shohei Ohtani wins 3rd AP
Male Athlete of the Year award

By BETH HARRIS
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— Shohei Ohtani is keeping
elite company.

The Japanese superstar
caps 2024 by winning The
Associated Press Male Ath-
lete of the Year for the third
time, tying him with basket-
ball great Michael Jordan.
He trails only four-time win-
ners Lance Armstrong, Tiger
Woods and LeBron James.

“I’'m very honored,”
Ohtani said through translator
Matt Hidaka in an exclusive
interview with the AP. “Obvi-
ously all the hard work has
paid off. Maybe next year, I'll
get the award again.”

In balloting by 74 sports
journalists from the AP
and its members, Ohtani
received 48 votes. He pre-
viously won the award in
2023 and 2021, when he
was with the Angels.

“Growing up in Japan, I
did follow Michael Jordan
and Tiger Woods,” he said.
“I would see their accolades
and how they were success-
ful in the United States.”

The AP honor has been
given out since 1931. Golf-
er Babe Didrikson won six
times, the most by a man or
woman.

Swimmer Léon March-
and of France, who won
four gold medals at the
Paris Olympics, was second
with 10 votes in balloting
announced Monday. Golfer
Scottie Scheffler, whose
victories this year included
the Masters and an Olympic

A Purchase of 53500 or More:

ertt 1 coupon per party per visit. Not !

Expires 12/31/2024

\/\/‘_\_{’i\_{’\/‘

MCHI LOCQ.
Mexwan Grill & Bar

1595 Harrison Plaza « Bluffton, IN

valid with other discounts or coupons. : : valid with other discounts or coupons.

5"2@

A Purchase of *45% or More-

V Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not |

Expires 12/31/2024

gold medal, was third with
nine.

The AP Female Ath-
lete of the Year will be
announced Tuesday.

Moving from the belea-
guered Los Angeles Angels
to the powerhouse Los
Angeles Dodgers, Ohtani
won his third Most Valu-
able Player award and first
in the National League, led
his new team to its eighth
World Series championship
and created Major League
Baseball’s 50/50 club by hit-
ting 54 home runs and steal-
ing 59 bases.

Ohtani signed a then-
record $700 million, 10-year
contract with the Dodgers
in December 2023. Already
a two-way superstar, he
embellished his reputation
even further despite not
pitching all season while he
rehabilitated from a second
major right elbow surgery
he had in September 2023.

Ohtani went wild on
offense, making every at-
bat a must-see moment. The
6-foot-4 designated hitter
batted a career-high .310
while easily surpassing his
previous career highs in
home runs and stolen bases.

In September, he reached
the previously unheard of
50/50 mark in a perfor-
mance for the ages. Against
the Miami Marlins in Flori-
da, Ohtani went 6 for 6 with
three homers, 10 RBIs, two

(260) 824-4929

In Bluffton since 1979

Committed 1o Serving You Better!

Automotive

S S 1979 — 2027
2883 E State Road 124, Bluffton, IN 46714

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes
Computer Diagnostics and More!

stolen bases and 17 total
bases.

“It wouldn’t shock me if
he went 60/60 and 20 wins
a year from now,” Brad
Ausmus, who managed
the Angels in 2019 dur-
ing Ohtani’s second season
in Anaheim, said recently.
“This guy is the greatest
athlete to ever play the sport
of baseball and there’s not a
close second.”

Ohtani said he knew the
Dodgers’ franchise record
for most homers in a season
was 49. His previous best
was 46, set in 2021.

“I kind of wanted to get
over that bar,” he said. “I
was pleasantly surprised
I was able to pass that
record.”

Ohtani carried the Dodg-
ers offensively during the
regular season, and he
stayed healthy until Game
2 of the World Series. He
injured his left shoulder
trying to steal second base
against the New York Yan-
kees and finished the Series
playing hurt.

He underwent surgery a
few days after the Dodgers
celebrated their champion-
ship in early November.

“I don’t have full range
of motion yet, but it feels a
lot better,” he told the AP.
“There’s no pain. There’s
obviously still a little bit of
tightness, but slowly but
surely it’s getting better.”

—_ -
Www.experttrans.com
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News-Banner Scoreboard

FOOTBALL Sunday’s Games Texas vs. No. 4. Arizona St., 7:45 Garrett 51, Bluffton 47 Peru 61, Cass 53 (Union Mills) 28
—_— Atlanta 34, N.Y. Giants 7 p.m. (ESPN) Gibson Southern 59, Mt. Vernon S. Bend Washington 78, Benton Har- Evansville Bosse 57, Rock Creek
Carolina 36, Arizona 30, OT Sugar Bowl (Posey) 48 bor, Mich. 67 Academy 31
NFL Cincinnati 24, Cleveland 6 New Orleans Greenfield 74, Lawrenceburg 44 Tri-Central 56, Madison-Grant 35 Evansville Central 73, Tecumseh 37
Detroit 34, Chicago 17 Notre Dame vs. No. 2 Georgia, Greensburg 48, Franklin Co. 45 Wapahani 51, Alexandria 35 Evansville Christian 49, N. Daviess
AMERICAN CONFERENCE 9 9 9 p
East Indianapolis 38, Tennessee 30 8:45 p.m. (ESPN) Gurnee Warren, lll. 76, Hammond Warsaw 51, Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 43
Buffalo 12 3 0 .800 469 331 L.A. Rams 19, N.Y. Jets 9 Morton 60 Wes-Del 58, Daleville 47 Evansville North 64, Boonville 50
y-oult . Washington 36, Philadelphia 33 Hammond Central 52, Harvey Thorn- Woodlan 61, Churubusco 48 Ft. Wayne Luers 64, Ft. Wayne
Miaml e 5 0 487305329 Minnesota 27, Seattle 24 BASKETBALL ton, Il 46 North 36
e-N' E'n land312 0 '200 259 361 Buffalo 24, New England 21 . Haviland Wayne Trace, Ohio 50, W. Saturday Girls’ Scores Ft. Wayne Northrop 60, Bedford N.
-ENng South Las Vegas 19, Jacksonville 14 ngh School Noble 41 Bellmont 80, New Haven 37 Lawrence 37
Miami 29, San Francisco 17 Heritage Christian 49, Indpls Scecina Bluffton 70, Adams Central 33 Gibson Southern 50, Indpls Roncalli
WL T Pct PP PA Dallas 26, Tampa Bay 24 Saturday Boys’ Scores 48 Center Grove 48, Bloomington 40
Yr;mgﬁ:toglis g g 8 ggg g;‘g gg; Monday’s Games Anderson 79, Indpls Pike 63 Indian Creek 77, N. Putnam 54 North 22 ’ Greensburg 64, S. Ripley 21
poiis ’ Monday Night Football: Green Bay Angola 53, Fremont 50 Indpls Ben Davis 65, Brownsburg 58 Churubusco 50, Ft. Wayne Canter- Hamilton Hits. 48, Blackford 29
e-Jacksonville312 0 .200 277396 3 "N Orleans 0 Batesville 60, E. Central 56 Indpls N. Central 75, Evansville bury 23 Hammond Central 49, Valparaiso 46
e—TennesseeS'l(Z)rﬂ? 200 284 417 ’ Wednesday, Dec. 25 Berrien Springs, Mich. 54, Concord Bosse 39 , Cloverdale 53, S. Vermillion 23 Hammond Morton 89,‘ Thornton
W LT PctPFPA Kansas City at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m. 2 ) ) Indpls Ritter 70, Indpls Lutheran 50 Columbia City 59, E. Noble 39 Fractional North, lIl. 75
«Baltimore10 5 0 667 452349 Baltimore at Houston, 4:30 p.m. Berrien Springs, Mich. 54, Elkhart Indpls Roncalli 61, Beech Grove 33 Concord 59, Mishawaka 22 Highland 52, Michigan City 49
Pittsburah10 5 0 667 353 299 Thursday, Dec. 26 Christian 42 o Jeffersonville 62, Indpls Attucks 56 Corydon 53, Charlestown 39 Huntington North 55, Leo 44
x:Pittsburg - Thursday Night Football: Seattle at Bloomfield 79, White River Valley 63 Jennings Co. 53, Seymour 48, OT Covenant Christian High School 52, Jay Co. 65, S. Adams 36
Cincinnati 7 8 0 467423393 oion00 815 pm Bloomington North 58, Frankiin 42 Kenwood, Ill. 69, Gary West 58 S. Putnam 25 Maconaquah 58, Logansport 24
e-Cleveland 312 0 .200 245380 & o Bloomington South 80, Flovd Central ey . . e ’ .
West Saturday, Dec. 28 ooming » Floy Kouts 89, Argos 43 Daleville 74, Wes-Del 18 Mississinewa 52, Madison-Grant 18
W LT PctPFPA L.A. Chargers at New England, 1 54 i LaPorte 59, Hanover Central 58 Delta 63, Greenfield 54 Noblesville 53, Westfield 51
Kansas City141 0 933 356 278 .m. Brownstown 67, Mitchell 60 Lafayette Jeff 71, Benton Central 32 E. Central 44, Batesville 37 Norwell 40, DeKalb 22
)IZl)enver )é 6 0 600 363 281 Denver at Cincinnati, 4:30 p.m. Cambridge City Lincoln 71, Randolph Lapel 49, Mississinewa 45 Eastbrook 49, Blue River Valley 27 Oak Hill 42, Frankton 18
: Arizona at L.A. Rams, 8:15 p.m. Southern 48 Lawrence Central 51, Princeton 41 Eastside 77, Lakeland (IN) 33 Wabash 58, Northfield 47
LA Chargers9 & 000 328 214 Sunday, Dec. 29 Carmel 74, Kokomo 36 Lawrence North 77, New Albany 63 Elkhart 47, W. Noble 22 Warsaw 73, Wawasee 41
g : Carolina at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m. Carroll (Flora) 61, N. Newton 27 Lincoln Park, ll. 74, Griffith 44 Elkhart Christian 44, S. Central Woodlan 68, Heritage 18
NATIONAL CONFERENCE Green Bay at Minnesota, 1 p.m. Castle 72, Heritage Hills 57 Linton 70, Wayne, W.Va. 57, OT
w EEStT Pct PF PA Indianapolis at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m. 8ﬁ2:‘laer\slt"clsvr717éils(nsigrét:ﬁg|] (?Iiza— Loogootee 44, Springs Valley 37
x-Philadelphiat23 0 800 402283 KOS {ggl:gfgy;grooq'ga;sv TRM ey 47 T Maconaquah 89, Logansport 66 Be prepared before the next power outage.
Washington10 5 0 .667 432 348 Tennessee at Jacksonville, 1 p.m. Chicago Christian, Ill. 48, llliana Marion 73, Huntington North 60 i T o e o | T
eDallas 7 8 0 467324404 \po o Cleveland, 4:05 p.m Christian High School 44 Marshall, il. 58, N. Central (Farmer- S i : ' 1
e-N.Y. Giants213 0 .133 215362 Dallas at Philadelphia, 4:25 p.m. Cloverdale 82, Riverton Parke 57 sburg) 51 T |
South Sunday Night Footbal: Atlanta at Corydon 60, Jasper 57 Martinsville 63, Monrovia 53
WL T Pct PFPA  \yashington, 8:20 p.m. Delfa 49, Muncie Central 46, OT Mattawan, Mich. 58, Elkhart 56
Atlanta 8 7 0 .533 327349 Monday, Dec. 30 Eastern (Greene) 43, Vincennes Mattawan, Mich. 58, Elkhart Central
TampaBay 8 7 0 .533 427352 15144y Night Football: Detroit at Rivet 36 56 T
e-NewOrleans59 0 .357 309 312 AN : Eastern (Greentown) 67, Cowan 42 " -
: San Francisco, 8:15 p.m. ) Mishawaka 53, New Prairie 37
e-Carolina 4"}1rt|’? .267 283 448 Eastern Hancock 65, Blackford 62, Mishawaka Marian 72, Niles, Mich
o oT 50 ’ ' '
W LT PctPFPA College Edgewood 63, Sullivan 62
x-Detroit 13 2 0 .867 493299 g Edon, Ohio 64, Eastside 48 mgg;ggvﬁgné?lSﬁi'vgrasgi@rgtgwn %6
x-Minnesota13 2 0 .867 396 276 College Football Playoff Evansville Harrison 55, Guerin Catho- Morgan Twp. 56, Knox 26
GreenBay 10 4 0 714 379 267 First Round lic High School 51 Morristown 76, Blue River Valley 42
e-Chicago 4‘}\11 ? .267 283 342 In(;\ilgﬁzz 1N7otre Dame 27, No. 10 Evansville Mater Dei 56, N. Daviess N. Posey 52, Crawford Co. 31
es 40 N. Vermillion 62, Shakamak 51
WL T Pct PF PA No. 6 Penn St. 38, No. 11 SMU 10 E ille M ial 54 it : '
LARams 9 6 0 600329347  No.5Texas 38 No.12Clemson 4 vansville Memorial 54, Scotisburg i e Haven 61, Ft. Wayne Concor-
Seattle 8 7 0 .533339340 Evansville North 53, Henderson Co. N : " ] "
eArizona 7 8 0 467 344 342 No. 8 Ohio St. 42, No. 9 Tennes- ) ) ew Palestine 69, Franklin Central 38 I
eAzona T8 0 407z No. S inor Nedonte | Normage 70, Gosen 5 t’s not just a generator.

Northview 64, Cascade 50

e-Eliminated from playoffs College Football Playoff Ky. 44 Oldenb A5 5 e
: : . . 55, Rising Sun 31

x-clinched playoff spot Quarterfinals Fairfield 48, Jimtown 45 DN, Hart It sd power move.

y-clinched division Rose Bowl Fishers 93, Indpls Shortridge 64 Orleans 60, N. Harrison 34

Thursday’s Games

Pasadena, Calif.

Forest Park 58, Dubois 49

Parke Heritage 79, S. Putnam 46
Paw Paw, Mich. 54, Culver Academy

L.A. Chargers 34, Denver 27 Ohio St. vs. No. 1 Oregon, 5 p.m.

Receive a free 5-yearwarranty

Soturine (ESPN) Frontier 59, S. Newton 40 44

aturday’s Games ; i . i

Kansas ity 27 Houston 19 Peach Bowl s WZ%Z Ngﬁﬂ,ﬁ%kzkﬁgﬂg&’\gé 6 Pendleton Hts. 60, Liberty Christian with qualifying purchase® - valued at $535.
Baltimore 34, Pittsburgh 17 Atlanta Ft. Wayne Snider 67, Elkhart 56

Agriculture

USDA report reinforces family
farms as backbone of U.S. agriculture

By AGDAILY

In a landscape defined by diver-
sity and technological progress, family
farms continue to serve as the founda-
tion of U.S. agriculture.

Representing 96 represent of all
farms and accounting for 83 percent
of total agricultural production in
2023, according to a December report
released by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, showing that family-
owned operations are vital to feeding
the nation and sustaining rural econo-
mies.

The USDA defines family farms as
operations where the majority of the
business is owned by an operator and
their relatives. In 2023, these farms
spanned various sizes and specialties,
from small, retirement-focused plots to
vast enterprises generating millions in
gross cash farm income.

Small family farms alone made up
86 percent of all farms, operating 41
percent of agricultural land. Despite
their numerical dominance, these
smaller farms contributed only 17% of
the total production value, highlight-
ing the significant role of larger family
farms in U.S. agriculture.

Large-scale family farms, while
accounting for just 4 percent of all
operations, were responsible for 48
percent of the total production value.
These farms play a critical role in
producing high-value commodities
such as cash grains, cotton, and dairy,

underscoring the diverse contributions
of family-owned enterprises to the
agricultural sector.

Economic conditions in 2023 illus-
trated the challenges and opportu-
nities facing family farms. Midsize
and large-scale family farms showed
strong financial stability, with many
operating in the low-risk profit margin
zone (operating profit margin greater
than 25 percent). In contrast, small
family farms often faced financial vul-
nerability, with up to 85 percent oper-
ating in the high-risk zone (profit mar-
gins below 10 percent).

Despite these challenges, fam-
ily farms have demonstrated resilience
through strategic diversification. Most
family farm households rely heavily
on off-farm income, with 85 percent
of all households earning the majority
of their income from non-agricultur-
al sources in 2023. This reliance on
external income underscores the adapt-
ability of family farm operators in nav-
igating financial uncertainties.

Family farms benefited signifi-
cantly from government programs,
particularly the USDA’s Conservation
Reserve Program, which targets envi-
ronmentally sensitive cropland. Small
farms received 76 percent of CRP
payments in 2023, aligning with their
role in managing smaller-scale, envi-
ronmentally focused operations. Con-
versely, larger family farms dominated
the receipt of countercyclical pay-

ments, reflecting their higher produc-
tion of commodities like cash grains
and soybeans.

CRP

Image by USDA

Participation in federal crop insur-
ance also illustrated the critical role of
family farms in safeguarding national
food security. In 2023, midsize and
large-scale family farms, which togeth-
er accounted for 67 percent of harvest-
ed cropland, received a proportional
share of insurance indemnities. These
programs are vital in mitigating the
financial risks posed by adverse weath-
er and fluctuating market conditions.

Family farms are at the forefront
of adopting precision agriculture
technologies, which are transform-
ing modern farming practices. Larger
family farms have embraced tools
such as yield monitors, autosteering
systems, and variable rate technolo-
gies to increase efficiency and reduce
costs. While smaller farms lag in adop-
tion due to economic constraints, these
technologies have the potential to level
the playing field, enabling even small-
scale operations to boost productivity
and sustainability.

As the backbone of the agricul-
tural sector, family farms are not only
preserving traditions but also driving
progress. Their ability to adapt and
thrive ensures that they remain central
to the nation’s food system and rural
economies for years to come.

House proposes funding measure
that includes 1-year farm bill extension

By AGDAILY

The House of Represen-
tatives proposed legislation
late Tuesday to fund the
government through March
2025. The bill also includes
a year-long extension of the
2018 Agriculture Innovation
Act, known as the farm bill,
plus $10 billion in additional
aid for farmers and ranchers.

Included in the $10 bil-
lion is emergency economic
aid that aims to address
substantial losses stemming
from weather and market
challenges, offering criti-
cal financial support to the
farming community.

House Agriculture Com-
mittee Chairman Glenn
“GT” Thompson empha-
sized the importance of this
assistance, describing it as a
necessary “financial bridge”
to help mitigate the current
downturn in the agricultural
economy.

a five-year farm bill that
aligns the farm safety net
with the needs of produc-
ers, among many other poli-
cies, to minimize the need
for annual economic aid,”
wrote Thompson.

American Farm Bureau
Federation president Zippy
Duvall in a news release
also asked Congress to pass
the bill.

“The high cost of sup-
plies, low commodity prices,
and out-of-reach interest rates
are a recipe for farm failures
without help,” said Duvall.

Duvall stated that nearly
10,000 Farm Bureau mem-
bers contacted lawmakers,
urging them to prioritize
agriculture.

House Agriculture Com-
mittee Chairman Rep. Glenn

"o SWEOVER
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Thompson, a Republican,
told the Associated Press
that while he had hoped for
greater economic relief for
farmers, “it’s a great start.”

Call 866-953-2203

to schedule your free quote!
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Consumer Cellular:

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE, WITHOUT
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Switch & Save Today.
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Basement?

WE CAN HELP!

[ Basement Waterproofing  Indoor Air Quality
f Foundation Repair [vf Crawl Space Service

Plus FREE
Harne Alr Quality Test ($399 value)

|

1
1
1
1
1
3

- CALLTODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

.. 1-866-642-5916

Prompt Delivery ...

To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils « Pure 1-K Kerosene - Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol

o Competitive Prices!

~Z NATIONAL

OIL & GAS, ING.

409 North Main Street Bluffton Indiana 46714

260-824-2220

u\x Do you have a

NOW
$21.99

+35.09 SHIPPING

CALL 833-975-3898 OR VISIT HALEGROVES.COM/HSYP34
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Looking to the future,
Thompson expressed a goal
to pass a comprehensive
five-year farm bill in the
upcoming Congress. This
legislation would aim to
strengthen the farm safety
net, reducing the need for
recurring economic aid.

“Looking ahead to the
119th Congress, I hope
to move quickly to enact

A festive fruit selection
perfect for sharing! e W o
This theug 2 fully cursad cill box is !
[lad with & variety ol handpizked,
premiur [roits the: sre peclect [or
ary ooliday eelabre ion.

service or product

for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 or 622-4108
and find out how affordable our
AG SERVICES DIRECTORY

can be!
| HE*PaL
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Classifieds

Place Your Ad 24/7: o 7o www.news-banner.com Anp cLick on “Classifieds”
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WE ACCEPT

MasterCard

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
rangefor a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $58,300 - $70,500.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by Decem-
ber 27, 2024.

Need more employees!
A 20 word, line classified in
the Bluffton News-Banner

for a month is $52.
Contact the office at 125 N.
Johnson St., 824-0224, or
submit on-line at
classifieds.news-banner.com.

VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

SERVICES

Services

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-
244-7025 www.dental50plus.
com/hoosier #6258 (l)

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC  Timeshare
Cancellation  Experts Over

$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207 (1)

ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUN-
DATION repair and basement
waterproofing experts. Wheth-
er basement, crawl space or
concrete slab we’ll guide you
on the right path to a healthy
home. Act now! Up to $600
off. Restrictions apply. Call for
a free consultation. 1-877-229-
0197 (1)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF with
the best looking and longest
lasting material steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-866-781-6023

()

Lottery Numbers

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 04-15-18-23-40

Cashd4Life — 09-25-35-41-45, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday — 03-08-11-12-20-26-27-33-42-
43-56-58-60-61-66-69-70-72-77-80, BE: 77

Daily Three-Midday — 03-01-08, SB: 07

Daily Three-Evening — 08-03-01, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday — 00-07-02-06, SB: 07

Daily Four-Evening — 06-00-09-00, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening — 05-06-07-08-10-13-17-33-41-
44-45-49-51-52-58-65-67-69-70-75, BE: 69

Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday):

$33.6 million
MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for Tuesday): $970 million
POWERBALL

22-42-44-57-64 Powerball: 18; Power Play: 2X

DECEMBER 29-JANUARY
5 - Bidding starts closing
at 2 p.m. - Estate of Eldrid
Tinkel, seller. Large antique
and collectible auction. Coun-
try primitives, early metal toys
including vintage tractors, farm
implements, trucks, boats,
more, antique furniture, cast
iron collection, antique brass
cash register, antique stoves,
large and rare collection of
vintage graniteware, Fenton,
Marion advertising memorabil-
ia, vintage beer signs, crocks,
long guns, coins, more. Open
house Dec. 29, 2-4 p.m., Jan.
4,10 a.m.-noon, 1910 N Merid-
ian St., Marion. Sale manager
Brandon Steffen, 260-710-
5684, The Steffen Group Inc.,
Steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING ENDS DECEMBER
31 - Bidding starts closing
at 2 p.m. - Estate of Rich-
ard Gerken and others, sell-
ers. “Outstanding year end
auction.” Very high quality art
deco, Lladro collection art, mid
century modern and Art Nou-
veau home furnishings, Inter-
national Harvester collection,
2011 Platinum Ford F150 in
pristine condition, high quality
antiques, 3,500 record albums,
vintage Schwinn bicycles,
lawn mower, tools, advertising
memorabilia, Coca Cola collec-
tion, antique gas pump, coun-
try primitives, military patches
& pins, and more. Open house
Dec. 26 and Dec. 30 from 3
p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. Jeffer-
son St., Ossian, IN. Sale man-
ager Rod Fetters, 260-557-
8451, The Steffen Group Inc.,
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING OPEN AND
STARTS CLOSING JANUARY
2 at 10 a.m. - (Online Only)
- MD Landscaping LLC,
owner. Over 170+ Lots. John
Deere 5525 W/ Belly Blade,
Bobcat Dozer 96” Blade, 2016
International 4300 Box Truck,
2003 Wells Cargo Enclosed/
Office Trailer, 84” 3-Point Cul-

tivator, 2008 Ford F-350 W/
Boss Snow Plow, 2007 Jeep
Wrangler w/J Truck Bed, Volvo
ECR88 Excavator Kawasaki
65TMVB Wheel Loader, Kubo-
ta SCL 1000 Mini Skid Steer,
Skid Loader Attachments,
Hardscape Stone, Walnut
Slabs, Assorted Lawn Tools,
Power Tools and much more.
3883 US HWY 33 Decatur IN,
46733. Krueckeberg Auction
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
kjauction.com.

BIDDING ENDS JANUARY
7 at 10 a.m. - (Online Only)
- Wayne Metals LLC Machin-
ing Division, owner. Offer-
ing over 200+ Lots. Roskel-
ley 1440 Lathe, 2007 Haas
SL-40T CNC Turning Lathe,
Hardinge CHNCI Precision
CNC Machine, Delta Floor
Drill Press, Omni Turn GT-75
CNC Lathe, Targa Surface
Grinder, Acer Milling Machine
W/ Phase-2 3 Jaw Chuck,
Abex Denison Stamp Machine,
OOYA RE-1225H Drilling &
Tapping Radial Arm Dirill, Cin-
cinnati Milacron Hawk 150
A2100 CNC Lathe, Welders,
Tooling Cabinets, Large Selec-
tion of pallet racking, Power &
Hand Tools and much more.
9312 Avionics Drive, Fort
Wayne IN 46809. Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, kjauction.com.
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SPECIAL!

Earn Extra Cash by selling
your “Unwanteds”!

A 20-word, line classified
ad is $5 for 5 Days!
For Sale ltems Only.
Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner office at
125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224, or
classifieds.news-banner.com

2011, ALL WHEEL drive,
Dodge Journey, third seat,
new tranny, 155K miles, runs
exc., $5,500, firearm trade,
260-273-5516.

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-93309.

December
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DIRECTORY

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

« 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
- Water Included

260824.5280

For those 62 + or

TDD: 7-1-1 disabled, regardiess
of age.
=24&

Seamless
Sure-Flo®ine:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

| 260-888-5062 |

www.seamlessgutter.net

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican E
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

A-1 U-Stor
Q Safe & Secure

Self Storage

= 824-1846
*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com [Z&5
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

We Carry Prevagen and (BD Oil!
B Warren Tﬁamcy@

(260)375-2135 <>

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor|
202 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist  Melinda Daniels, RN

g7 AN
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BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K3 for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. *824-0455

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

2« OFFICE 260-824-1618 ¢ Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

y Flack

ssociates

Serssy

Home Remodel and Repair
>;» "\« ) Locally
4 '%‘ Owned

[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

[

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

ASSISTING IN:

+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

e

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

For as $
little as .. PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call
THE NEWS-BANNER 8240224

E E I or622-4108

Jan. deadline is
®  Tues, Dec.24!

All Classified Line Ads
automatically appear on the
News-Banner website at
NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE!

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days
just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited
to “For Sale” and “Automotive”
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words $39
Add'I Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!

Your“Guaranteed Sold" ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44
Addt'l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage
Sale Guide!

Geta FREE

GARAGE SALE KIT

when you place your Garage
Sale ad in The News-Banner for
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days

just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum). Limited to
one-item, private party only.

20 words 539
Add'I Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your“Guaranteed Sold" ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt'l Lines, 88 cents each

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s
Most Popular Daily Marketplace!

20 Words,
97

2-Month Special:
ATTENTION
GRABBERS!
Add a photo or artwork to any
ad! You can also add a headline
or other attention-getters for
less than you'd expect! Place
your ad ON-LINE and explore
the possibilities!
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Dear Readers: Wishing you and all
a very happy holiday season. Please
enjoy the following poem.

““A Visit from St. Nicholas™
by Clement Clarke Moore.

“’Twas the night before Christ-
mas, when all through the house /
Not a creature was stirring, not even a
mouse; / The stockings were hung by
the chimney with care, / In hopes that
St. Nicholas soon would be there; / The
children were nestled all snug in their
beds, / While visions of sugar-plums
danced in their heads; / And mamma
in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap, / Had
just settled our brains for a long win-
ter’s nap, / When out on the lawn there
arose such a clatter, / I sprang from
the bed to see what was the matter. /
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
/ Tore open the shutters and threw up
the sash. / The moon on the breast of
the new-fallen snow / Gave the lustre
of mid-day to objects below, / When,
what to my wondering eyes should
appear, / But a miniature sleigh, and
eight tiny reindeer, / With a little old
driver, so lively and quick, / I knew in
a moment it must be St. Nick. / More
rapid than eagles his coursers they
came, / And he whistled, and shout-
ed, and called them by name; / ‘Now,
Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer
and Vixen! / On, Comet! on, Cupid!
on, Donder and Blitzen! / To the top
of the porch! to the top of the wall! /
Now dash away! dash away! dash
away all!’ / As dry leaves that before
the wild hurricane fly, / When they
meet with an obstacle, mount to the
sky; / So up to the house-top the cours-
ers they flew, / With the sleigh full of
Toys, and St. Nicholas too. / And then,
in a twinkling, I heard on the roof /
The prancing and pawing of each little
hoof. / As I drew in my head, and was
turning around, / Down the chimney
St. Nicholas came with a bound. / He
was dressed all in fur, from his head to
his foot, / And his clothes were all tar-

Happy Holidays to all

nished with ashes
and soot; / A
bundle of Toys
he had flung on
his back, / And
he looked like a
pedler just open-
ing his pack. /
His eyes -- how
they twinkled!
his dimples how
merry! / His
cheeks were like
roses, his nose
like a cherry! / His
droll little mouth was drawn up like a
bow / And the beard of his chin was
as white as the snow; / The stump of
a pipe he held tight in his teeth, / And
the smoke it encircled his head like a
wreath; / He had a broad face and a
little round belly, / That shook when
he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly. / He

by Annie Lane

N
was chubby and plump, a right jolly

old elf, / And I laughed when I saw ZITS

him, in spite of myself; / A wink of his

eye and a twist of his head, / Soon gave Yéﬁr}im ‘/CJALAQTE

me to know I had nothing to dread; /
He spoke not a word, but went straight
to his work, / And filled all the stock-
ings; then turned with a jerk, / And lay-
ing his finger aside of his nose, / And
giving a nod, up the chimney he rose;
/ He sprang to his sleigh, to his team
gave a whistle, / And away they all
flew like the down of a thistle, / But I
heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of
sight, / ‘Happy Christmas to all, and to
all a good-night.””

Annie Lane’s second anthology
— “How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” featuring favorite columns
on marriage, infidelity, communica-
tion and reconciliation — is available
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more
information. Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham {

hills of Bethlehem
2,000 years ago, this

The true meaning

of Christmas

His peace. There is no
discord in Heaven, there

DIVERSION

S

s}

BEETLE BAILEY
‘Dear YOU'RE NOTGOING HOME WHY YOU'LL A DUDEWITH A SACK
A FOR CHRISTMAS2Z SHOULD MiSS WANDERING AROUND
Annie SANTA ROOFTOPS AT NIGHT
WOULDN'T LAST LONG IN

©2024 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.
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MY NEIGHBORHOOD

BLONDIE

WOW, HE'S ONLY 5 STOPS AWAY!

c. World Rights reserved
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NOW HE'S ONLY 3 STOPS AWAY!

NO, THE AMAZON
ORIVER!

FORYOUR MOM.
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Question: Our soci-
ety is so saturated in
“me” that few people,
few families, give thought
to what Christmas really
means. Our world is in
turmoil and it’s hard to
imagine true peace. The
news carries the beat of a
funeral drum — doom and
gloom — instead of cast-

was the song of the
angels: “Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and
on earth peace to those
on whom his favor rests”
(Luke 2:14,NIV).
Though the centuries
have rolled by, still the
world longs for and looks
for the peace that the
angels announced. Where
is this peace? Clearly it is

is no strife in Heaven,
for Christ reigns supreme
there. Similarly, in the
heart where Christ abides
and reigns, His words
become a reality: “Peace
I leave with you” (John
14:27, NKIJV). The truth
of these words has been
proven in human experi-
ence over and over again.
We should thank our

©2024 Bl Keans, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“We have two legs, so why
don’t we each have two

stockings?”

www.thelockhoms.com
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

M - Mediacom

A - Adamswells

D1-Dish D2

ing our eyes and hearts not evident in the world, Heavenly Father every ACROSS 40 Octet DOWN 22 Compass
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Al will eavesdrop to track and help protect endangered wildlife

By MATT O’BRIEN

AP Technology Writer

PUERTO JIMENEZ,
Costa Rica (AP) — The
endangered Geoffrey’s spi-
der monkeys that dangle
high in the rainforest canopy
are elusive and hard for sci-
entists to track.

So biologist Jenna Law-
son hid 350 audio monitors
in trees across Costa Rica’s
lush Osa Peninsula to spy
on them.

The devices recorded the
sounds of the forest and sur-
rounding countryside for a
week, collecting so much
data that Lawson could have
spent years listening to it all.

Instead, she fed it into
artificial intelligence sys-
tems trained to instantly
recognize spider monkey
calls and detect where the
animals traveled. One of
the world’s largest acoustic
wildlife studies when Law-
son began the project in
2021, it revealed troubling
findings about the health of
a treasured wildlife refuge.

More of this Al-assist-
ed wildlife surveillance is
“urgently needed” as some
28% of all plant and animal
species are now at risk of
extinction, according to a

paper published in the aca-
demic journal Science this
summer. Researchers from
Dutch and Danish universi-
ties showed that machine-
learning techniques can “han-
dle huge amounts of data
and uncover sound patterns,
allowing for faster, cheaper,
and better ecological studies”
that can aid in biodiversity
conservation. But many tech-
nical challenges remain.

Tech giant Microsoft’s
philanthropic Al for Good
Lab announced this month it
is hoping to answer some of
those technical challenges
with a new kind of hardware
and computing system for
eavesdropping on the plan-
et’s wildest places.

“Those remote places are
also the most important plac-
es on the Earth from a bio-
diversity perspective,” said
Microsoft’s chief data scien-
tist, Juan Lavista Ferres, in an
interview last week by video
call from Colombia, where a
research team was preparing
to test the new approach.

Powered by the sun and
energy-efficient AI comput-
er chips, the devices can run
for years rather than weeks
without human interven-
tion. And they can regularly

transmit their data online via
low-Earth orbit satellites.
It’s called Sparrow, short for
Solar-Powered Acoustic and
Remote Recording Obser-
vation Watch.

Pablo Arbelaez, director
of an Al-focused research

center at the University
of the Andes, said a first
Sparrow test will happen
in a jungle preserve along
Colombia’s largest river,
the Magdalena. Eventually,
the researchers hope to get a
better idea of how deforesta-
tion — and efforts to reverse
it — is affecting the popu-
lation behavior of jaguars,
blue-beaked paujil birds,
spider monkeys and other
endangered species.
Another project closer
to Microsoft headquar-
ters will monitor forests in
Washington state’s Cascade
Mountains. By late 2025,
Lavista Ferres plans to have
devices on all continents,
from remote corners of the
Amazon rainforest to gorilla
habitats of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. That
will then be “open-sourced”
to make it accessible to a
wide body of researchers in
real time, but with measures
to obscure sensitive location

data.

“What we don’t want
is these devices to ever be
used for poachers to under-
stand where the animals
are,” Lavista Ferres said.

It was a concern about
encroachments on Costa
Rican spider monkey habi-
tat that led Lawson, then at
Imperial College London,
to undertake her ambitious
bio-acoustic study three
years ago. She persuaded
landowners to let her place
recording devices on their
properties outside Corcova-
do National Park, a jewel of
Costa Rica’s decades-long
efforts to preserve biodiver-
sity by encouraging wildlife
tourism.

“She basically realized the
spider monkey is in a really
critical situation,” said local
environmentalist and bug
scientist Jim Cérdoba-Alfa-
ro. On a follow-up visit last
year, he and Lawson trekked
across a private reserve with
an Associated Press reporter
to observe the monkeys and
check on the audio monitors.

Compared to the charis-
matic capuchin monkey and
the notoriously loud howler
monkey -- both commonly
seen or heard throughout

Inside the Gaetz ethics report, a trove of new
details alleging payments for sex and drug use

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The House Ethics Com-
mittee’s long-awaited report
on Matt Gaetz documents a
trove of salacious allegations,
including sex with an under-
age girl, that tanked the Flor-
ida Republican’s bid to lead
the Justice Department.

Citing text messages, trav-
el receipts, online payments
and testimony, the bipartisan
committee paints a picture of
a lifestyle in which Gaetz and
others connected with young-
er women for drug-fueled
parties, events or trips, with
the expectation the women
would be paid for their par-
ticipation.

The former congress-
man, who filed a last-minute
lawsuit to try to block the
report’s release Monday,
slammed the committee’s
findings. Gaetz has denied
any wrongdoing and has
insisted he never had sex
with a minor. And a Justice
Department investigation
into the allegations ended
without any criminal charg-
es filed against him.

“Giving funds to someone
you are dating — that they
didn’t ask for — and that
isn’t ‘charged’ for sex is now
prostitution?!?”” Gaetz wrote
in one post Monday. “There
is a reason they did this to
me in a Christmas Eve-Eve
report and not in a courtroom
of any kind where I could
present evidence and chal-
lenge witnesses.”

The committee found
that between 2017 and 2020,
Gaetz paid tens of thousands
of dollars to women “likely
in connection with sexual
activity and/or drug use.”
He paid the women using
through online services
such as PayPal, Venmo and
CashApp and with cash or
check, the committee said.

The committee said it
found evidence that Gaetz
understood the “transac-
tional nature” of his rela-
tionships with the women.
The report points to one text
exchange in which Gaetz
balked at a woman’s request
that he send her money,
“claiming she only gave
him a ‘drive by.””

Women interviewed by
the committee said there
was a “general expectation
of sex,” the report said. One
woman who received more
than $5,000 from Gaetz
between 2018 and 2019 said
that “99 percent of the time”
that when she hung out
with Gaetz “there was sex
involved.”

However, Gaetz was in a
long-term relationship with
one of the women he paid, so
“some of the payments may
have been of a legitimate
nature,” the committee said.

Text messages obtained
by the committee also
show that Gaetz would ask
the women to bring drugs
to their “rendezvous,” the
report said.

‘While most of his encoun-
ters with the women were in
Florida, the committee said
Gaetz also traveled “on sev-

eral occasions” with women
whom he paid for sex. The
report includes text message
exchanges in which Gaetz
appears to be inviting various
women to events, getaways
or parties, and arranging air-
plane travel and lodging.

Gaetz associate Joel
Greenberg, who pleaded
guilty to sex trafficking
charges in 2021, initially
connected with women
through an online service.

In one text with a 20-year-
old woman, Greenberg sug-
gested if she had a friend,
the four of them could meet
up. The woman respond-
ed that she usually does
“$400 per meet.” Greenberg
replied: “He understands the
deal,” along with a smiley
face emoji. Greenberg asked
if they were old enough to
drink alcohol, and sent the
woman a picture of Gaetz.
The woman responded that
her friend found him “really
cute.”

“Well, he’s down here for
only for the day, we work
hard and play hard,” Green-
berg replied.

The report details a party
in July 2017 in which Gaetz
is accused of having sex with
“multiple women, including
the 17-year-old, for which
they were paid.” The com-
mittee pointed to “credible
testimony” from the now-
woman herself as well as
“multiple individuals” who
corroborated the allegation.

The then-17-year-old
— who had just complet-
ed her junior year in high
school — told the commit-
tee that Gaetz paid her $400
in cash that night, “which
she understood to be pay-
ment for sex,” according
to the report. The woman
acknowledged that she had
taken ecstasy the night of
the party, but told the com-
mittee that she was “certain”
of her sexual encounters
with the then-congressman.

There’s no evidence that
Gaetz knew she was a minor
when he had sex with her, the
committee said. The woman
told the committee she didn’t
tell Gaetz she was under 18

at the time and he didn’t ask
how old she was. Rather, the
committee said Gaetz learned
she was a minor more than a
month after the party.

But he stayed in touch
with her after that and met
up with her for “commer-
cial sex” again less than six
months after she turned 18,
according to the committee.

In sum, the committee
said it authorized 29 sub-
poenas for documents and
testimony, reviewed nearly
14,000 documents and con-
tacted more than two dozen
witnesses.

But when the committee
subpoenaed Gaetz for his tes-
timony, he failed to comply.

“Gaetz pointed to evi-
dence that would ‘exonerate’
him yet failed to produce any
such materials,” the commit-
tee said. Gaetz “continuously
sought to deflect, deter, or
mislead the Committee in
order to prevent his actions
from being exposed.”

The report details a
months-long process that
dragged into a year as it
sought information from
Gaetz that he decried as
“nosey” and a “weaponiza-
tion” of government against
him.

In one notable exchange,
investigators were seek-
ing information about the
expenses for a 2018 getaway
with multiple women to the
Bahamas. Gaetz ultimately
offered up his plane ticket
receipt “to” the destination,
but declined to share his
return “from” the Bahamas.

The report said his return
on a private plane and other
expenses paid by an asso-
ciate were in violation of
House gift rules.

In another Gaetz told
the committee he would
“welcome” the opportunity
to respond to written ques-
tions. Yet, after it sent a list
of 16 questions, Gaetz said
publicly he would “no lon-
ger” voluntarily cooperate.

The report said that while
Gaetz’s obstruction of the
investigation does not rise
to a criminal violation it
is inconsistent with the
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requirement that all mem-
bers of Congress “act in a
manner that reflects credit-
ably upon the House.”

The committee began
its review of Gaetz in
April 2021 and deferred its
work in response to a Jus-
tice Department request. It
renewed its work shortly
after Gaetz announced that
the Justice Department
had ended a sex trafficking
investigation without filing
any charges against him.

The committee sought
records from the Justice
Department about the probe,
but the agency refused, say-
ing it doesn’t disclose infor-
mation about investigations
that don’t result in charges.

The committee then sub-
poenaed the Justice Depart-
ment, and after a back-and-
forth between officials and
the committee, the depart-
ment handed over “publicly
reported information about
the testimony of a deceased
individual,” according to the
report.
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Costa Rica — spider mon-
keys are far more wary of
humans and the changes
they bring.

The Royal Society of
London in March 2023 pub-
lished Lawson’s findings
of what the audio monitors
revealed: the spider mon-
keys weren’t going any-
where near paved roads or
the plantations harvesting
palm oil and teak wood that
bisect the region’s protected
national parks. That meant
government-designated
wildlife corridors meant to
extend their range through
and beyond the Osa Pen-
insula were not working as
well as designed. She came
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back to present those con-
clusions to local officials.

Unattended acoustic
detection of animal sounds
is valuable not just in rain-
forests but in a wide variety
of ecosystems, according to
the Science paper published
earlier this year. For exam-
ple, it could help sailors
avoid colliding their ships
with large baleen whales
heard to be passing through
a shipping channel.

Lavista Ferres said there
are still numerous challenges
to overcome, from humidity
that can fray jungle moni-
tors to elephants in African
savannas unintentionally
knocking them off a tree.
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Camera Surveillance

1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton
Lin Harrold, CML * (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632
CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Keypads

Complimentary concierge services for all of Stephanle Hlday
your travel planning needs.

s.hiday(@magicalvacationplanner.com 260-417-7656

~/7TTI\\\BUSINESSES

Call 824-0224

Travel Specialist

business
in the
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