
Local/Area
 Obituaries. . . . . . . . . 3

Indiana News. . . . . .3

Opinion
Niki Kelly  . . . . . . . .4

Also...
Sports. . . . . . . . . . . .8
Classifieds . . . . . . . .7
Diversions . . . . . . . .6

Vol. 96 No. 43

MONDAY
December 23, 2024

Outside

 Today Tuesday Wed.
 High 39 High 40 High 43
   Low 32 Low 34 Low 38

Inside How to contact us:
   Call us: 824-0224

or 1-800-579-7476
  email@news-banner.com

On the Web:

www.news-banner.com
Follow us at:

twitter.com/newsbanner1979 – 2024

2883 E S.R. 124  •  Bluff ton | 104 Bellmont Rd.  •  Decatur
260-824-4929  •  260-724-2434  •  www.experttrans.com

We Specialize in TOTAL CAR CARE
with FULL SERVICE & TRANSMISSION EXPERTS

Chance of rain today and 
tonight with wind gusts

More Weather on Page 2

Gingerbread house 
voting at the library

Sp
or

ts Three basketball 
teams in action

Page 8

A
re

a
St

at
e Liquor licenses 

go up for grabs
Page 3

Page 5

News-BannerThe
www.News-Banner.com

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2024 BLUFFTON, INDIANA • Wells County’s Hometown Connection $1.00

Online
Follow us on Facebook!

Go to www.facebook.com/
newsbanner
—————

Place Your Classified
Ads 24/7

Bridging cultures through language in Wells County

By JONATHAN SNYDER
A local Spanish and English 

class aims to help adults learn 
about language and culture.

The class is taught by Sandy 
Garcia, an assistant pastor at First 
Presbyterian Church. Garcia, who 

has been teaching language class-
es for over 20 years, has roots in 
Argentina and grew up in a Hispan-
ic household. Garcia also taught in 
a dual-language school, focusing on 
teaching children both Spanish and 
English at a young age.

Garcia studying for her mas-
ter’s of divinity from the Christian 
Theological Seminary and intern-
ing at First Presbyterian as part of 
her course. The idea for the class 
came from some of the congrega-
tion’s interest in learning about the 

culture.
“I just kind of threw it out 

there one day to the congrega-
tion,” Garcia said. “(I was) think-
ing, ‘I’m going to get maybe one 
or two people interested,’ but I got 
like 20 people, even coming from 
the Lutheran church and just peo-
ple coming off the street who are 

wanting to learn Spanish.”
In addition to teaching Spanish, 

Garcia teaches English to Spanish 
speakers. While the groups are still 
in the initial stages of learning lan-
guage, the English group has made 
trips to the Mexican market down-
town Bluffton to give more prac-

Garcia offers English and Spanish classes at First Presbyterian

Lancaster sings
Lancaster Elementary 
School students sang 

Christmas songs Friday 
afternoon in celebration 
of the upcoming break. 

At right, Addie Kelley, 
left, dances and sings 

with Kylie Heckber, right. 
(Photos by Jonathan 

Snyder)

Pre-design funds 
approved for proposed 
Indiana judicial building

The building has been a topic of discussion for 
more than 50 years — but plans have never matured
By CASEY SMITH

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Could the yearslong dis-

cussion surrounding a new 
Indiana judicial center final-
ly be coming to fruition?

Proposals to construct a 
new building to house the 
state’s courts have been 
tossed around for decades 
– and was even a topic of 
controversy in the 1980s — 
but project plans have never 
developed enough to gain 
traction.

Now, state officials want 
to restart the conversation.

To get the ball rolling, 
Indiana budget regula-
tors this week approved a 
$5 million request for pre-
design funds.

Matt Kent, chief finan-
cial officer for the Indiana 
Department of Administra-
tion, said those state dollars 
will be used to reevaluate 
the size and layout possi-
bilities of a new building. 
State officials said they do 
not expect to spend the full 
appropriation on the study, 
however.

Whether any final struc-
ture plans will be approved 
is yet to be decided.

“These funds will go 
towards the programming 
phase of the building and 
site pre-design. In this 
phase, we’ll work with a 
consulting firm to explore 
the needs and requirements 
of the entities that would 
eventually inhabit the build-
ing. That work covers a 
large scope, and includes 
interviewing and under-
standing the needs of the 
stakeholders and future ten-
ants,” explained Kent, who 
spoke before the State Bud-
get Committee on Tuesday.

“It will also include a 
space utilization plan to 
determine the needed square 
footage for each entity and 
the building as a whole,” 
he continued. “While some 
of the larger scope answers 
regarding the size and num-
ber of stories of the building 
will be answered, we’ll also 
begin to answer questions 
about how the interior of the 
building will function on a 
daily basis. How do people 
move throughout the build-
ing? How do they work? 
What are their IT needs, 
security needs, etc.? Once 
this programming work is 

done, we can then start get-
ting a rough estimate on the 
cost of the building and the 
scope of how long the proj-
ect would take.”

Years of discussion
Legislation from 1971 

first authorized the State 
Office Building Commis-
sion to construct a new judi-
cial building. At the time, 
lawmakers intended for the 
building to house the Indi-
ana Supreme Court, Appel-
late Court, “and other relat-
ed agencies.”

Enthusiasm for the proj-
ect soon cooled, however, in 
light of other, more pressing 
state-funded endeavors. 

The proposed judicial 
building regained traction in 
the late 1980s, and architec-
tural plans were drawn up 
for a $50 million new build-
ing. Plans called for an elab-
orate, five-story limestone 
and granite structure located 
just north of the statehouse. 
Groundbreaking was origi-
nally anticipated to take 
place in 1989.

That space is a surface 
parking lot used by hun-
dreds of state employees 

Community College classes 
for high school students 
explode in Idaho, Indiana

By PATRICK O’DONNELL
The 74

Hector Torres wishes he had not waited 
so long to start college classes

That’s not the weighty middle-aged 
regret of lost dreams. It’s the lament of an 
Indianapolis high school senior who waited 
until late into his sophomore year – Gasp! – 
to take advantage of the college classes Indi-
ana offers high schoolers for free or little 
cost.

Indiana is one of the few states where 
starting college as a high school sophomore 
makes you a late bloomer. The state ranks 
just behind Idaho in leading an early col-
lege credit movement, as states increasingly 
encourage high school students to take col-
lege classes, most often at community col-
leges.

In Idaho and Indiana, high school stu-
dents make up more than half the students 
in community college classes, according to 
a report issued this summer by the Commu-
nity College Research Center at Columbia 
University. Iowa and Montana follow, with 
high schoolers representing more than 40% 
of community college enrollment, and eight 
other states comprising more than 30% of 
enrollment.

On the other end, states such as Rhode 
Island and Connecticut haven’t joined the 
push, with high schoolers making up just 
6% and 10% of community college stu-
dents, respectively.

Columbia University researched mapped 
the rates of community college enrollment 
made up of high school students this August. 

Idaho and Indiana leap out with over half 
of community students still in high school. 
Map by Community College Research Cen-
ter at Columbia University.

High school students have long been able 
to get a head start on college credits, tradi-
tionally by taking accelerated Advanced 
Placement classes and accompanying 
national Advanced Placement tests that 
started in the 1950s. Colleges then decide 
which credits to award based on the test 
scores. The College Board still offers 39 AP 
course guidelines and tests each year.

But earning early college credit has 
become more urgent the last few decades, 
as college costs have exploded and employ-
ers increasingly require study beyond 
high school. So states have seen dramatic 
increases in “early college,” “dual enroll-
ment” or “dual credit” where high school 
students take classes on college campuses or 
high school teachers offer college classes.

Those approaches have allowed the num-
ber of high school students earning college 
credit to more than double since 2011 to 1.5 
million a year, according to the Commu-
nity College Research Center at Columbia 
University. About 75% are enrolled in com-
munity colleges and the rest in four-year 
schools. Columbia researchers also estimate 
that more than a third of high schoolers take 
at least one college class before graduating.

“The pitch to communities and families 
and students is…get your first year of col-
lege out of the way in high school, or get it 
done in high school,” said researcher John 

Senate passes Social 
Security benefits boost for 
many public service retirees

By STEPHEN GROVES 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate 
passed legislation early Saturday to boost 
Social Security payments for millions of 
people, pushing a longtime priority for for-
mer public employees through Congress in 
one of its last acts for the year.

The bipartisan bill, which next heads to 
President Joe Biden, will eliminate longtime 
reductions to Social Security benefits for 
nearly 3 million people who receive pen-
sions from work in federal, state and local 
government, or public service jobs like 
teachers, firefighters and police officers. 
Advocates say the Social Security Fairness 
Act rights a decades-old disparity, though it 
will also put further strain on Social Secu-
rity Trust Funds.

The legislation has been decades in the 
making but the push to pass it came together 
in the final weeks — and was completed in 
the final minutes — that lawmakers were 
in Washington before Congress resets next 
year. All Senate Democrats, as well as 27 

Republicans, voted for the bill, giving it a 
final tally of 76-20.

“Millions of retired teachers and fire-
fighters and letter carriers and state and 
local workers have waited decades for this 
moment. No longer will public retirees see 
their hard-earned Social Security benefits 
robbed from them,” said Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.

The bill repeals two provisions — the 
Windfall Elimination Provision and the 
Government Pension Offset — that limit 
Social Security benefits for certain recipi-
ents if they receive retirement payments 
from other sources such as the public retire-
ment program for a state or local govern-
ment.

“Social Security is a bedrock of our mid-
dle class. It’s retirement security that Ameri-
cans pay into and earn over a lifetime,” said 
Sen. Sherrod Brown, an Ohio Democrat 
who has pushed for the proposal for years 
and will leave Congress after losing reelec-
tion.

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)
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Popularity of earning early college credits grows in some 
states as students save money, jump ahead; other states lag



Fink. “That’s a very com-
pelling affordability pitch 
to students and families and 
obviously that’s an impor-
tant issue on everybody’s 
mind.”

In a state as aggressive as 
Indiana, it’s normal for stu-
dents like Torres, a student 
at l Believe Circle City High 
School, to be taking quanti-
tative reasoning at Ivy Tech 
Community College this fall 
after taking psychology and 
introduction to criminology 
as a junior.

“I was kind of just in 
trouble all the time,” Torres 
said of himself as a fresh-
man. “I didn’t really care 
about school stuff. It wasn’t 
until last year where I started 
actually doing my work and 
decided to take dual enroll-
ment seriously.”

“Now I’m kind of try-
ing to rush things,” said 
Torres, who wants to earn 
a degree before starting a 
career as a police officer. “I 
kind of wish I started early 
when they had given me the 
opportunity.”

Fink and other Colum-
bia researchers reported in 
October that students tak-
ing college classes early are 
more likely to enroll in col-
lege right after high school 
and are more likely to earn 
technical certificates, associ-
ates and bachelors degrees.

This story first appeared 
at The 74, a nonprofit news 
site covering education. 
Sign up for free newsletters 
from The 74 to get more like 
this in your inbox.

Taking classes directly 
through a college allows 
students to receive credits 
automatically, which is often 
more attractive to students 
than AP classes that rely 
on test scores to turn into 
credits, said Julie Edmunds, 
director of the Early Col-
lege Resource Center at the 
University of North Carolina 
-Greensboro.

“When all the college 
credit relies on passing a 
single exam on a single day, 
there are students who aren’t 
going to be successful in that 
kind of environment, and the 
proportion of AP takers that 
actually receive credit is 
much lower,” Edmunds said.

Other factors make tak-
ing college classes attractive 
to some students, including 
letting students intimidated 
by college test it out or col-
leges offering classes like 
advanced physics or foreign 

languages that their high 
schools can’t provide.

Still, though almost all 
states allow high school-
ers to take college classes, 
there’s no consensus on how 
much to encourage and how 
to pay for it. A 2022 report 
by the Education Commis-
sion of the States found a 
wide variation in the training 
teachers need to teach col-
lege classes, which students 
can take them and who pays 
for them.

Tw e n t y - s i x  s t a t e s 
required high school stu-
dents to meet a college’s 
entrance requirements first, 
the study found, while oth-
ers do not. Nineteen states 
required students to have 
a recommendation from a 
school official, while others 
require students to pass tests 
or just let students decide on 
their own.

States also differ on 
which community college 
classes automatically count 
toward four-year degrees.

And states are divided 
on who pays for early cred-
its, the study found, with 
states like Alabama and 
South Carolina requiring 
high school students to pay 
full tuition rates and states 
like Minnesota, Mississippi, 
New Hampshire, North Car-
olina, Ohio and Washington, 
D.C. covering the entire cost 
of the classes.

The Idaho State Board of 
Education attributes its high 
rate of community college 
enrollment on the state’s 
Advanced Opportunities 
program, which gives stu-
dents up to $4,625 to pay for 
college classes.

And there are big differ-
ences too between students 
who just enroll in some 
college classes and those 
in so-called “early college 
high schools,” where col-
lege credit is prioritized and 

schools offer more special-
ized counseling and specific 
courses to help students suc-
ceed.

“If you’re expanding 
access to college,you can’t 
just throw everybody in col-
lege courses without giving 
them some level of sup-
port,” Edmunds said.

In Indiana, where offi-
cials boast of being a nation-
al leader in early credits, 
having one single commu-
nity college, Ivy Tech, with 
45 campuses around the 
state under one umbrella, 
makes coordinating between 
schools easier.

The state also made 
course credits more valuable 
starting in 2013 by creating 
the Indiana College Core, 
a collection of 30 college 
credits – some math, some 
English, some science, some 
social studies – guaranteed 
to transfer to any public 
institution in the state. That 
lets students know classes 
they take in high school 
will count at any public, and 
some private, school they 
choose.

The state also encourages 
high schools to offer classes 
in that core to students, so 
that some will complete it 
by graduation.

Indiana Commissioner 
for Higher Education Chris 
Lowery said high schools 
slowly started making these 
classes available, with 84 
of about 500 offering it 
three years ago. He said he 
and state education superin-
tendent Katie Jenner, have 
pressed other schools to add 
it, growing that number to 
275.

That often means hav-
ing teachers like Brooklyn 
Raines, an English teacher 
at Crispus Attucks High 
School in Indianapolis, 
teach Ivy Tech classes at the 
school. Though an employ-

ee of Indianapolis Public 
Schools, Raines had to apply 
to Ivy Tech as an instructor, 
attend early college training 
over the summer and have 
her curriculum for Intro-
duction to Creative Writing 
approved by the community 
college’s English depart-
ment.

She now teaches that 
class at Crispus Attucks 
three days a week on behalf 
of Ivy Tech. Though there 
can be worries that college 
level work is too much for 
high school students who are 
younger and haven’t learned 
as much as older students, 
Raines said her students are 
capable.

“Despite the stigma that 
they aren’t traditional col-
lege students, so they can’t 
retain the information, or 
they can’t keep up with the 
information, they prove time 
and time and again that they 
can,” Raines said.

Other times, students 
take Ivy Tech classes online. 
That’s how Layla Kpotufe, 
a fellow senior at the same 
high school as Torres, took a 
world politics class last year 
that has her debating wheth-
er to continue on a political 
science path or follow a pre-
vious interest in neurosci-
ence.

Kpotufe, who has already 
earned an associates degree 
in general studies, said the 
Ivy Tech classes could cut 
her costs for her bachelors 
degree nearly in half.

“It would definitely take 
a lot of money off,” she said. 
“That’s why I think Ivy Tech 
is a really good opportunity 
for people, especially if you 
want to stay in state.”
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Bridging cultures Weather
Monday, December 23, 2024

(24-hour observations at 11:36 p.m. Sunday at the Fort 
Wayne International Airport)

High: 16; Low: 30; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.33  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 50% chance of rain after 1 p.m. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 39. South wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as 
high as 30 mph. 

Tonight: A 40% chance of rain before 1 a.m. Cloudy, 
with a low around 32. Southwest wind 5 to 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Tuesday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 40. Calm 
wind. 

Tuesday Night: A 40% chance of rain, mainly after 1 
a.m. Cloudy, with a low around 34. Calm wind. 

Christmas Day: A 40% chance of rain. Cloudy, with a 
high near 43.

Wednesday Night: A 30% chance of rain before 1 a.m. 
Cloudy, with a low around 38.

Thursday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 49.
Thursday Night: A 20% chance of rain after 1 a.m. 

Cloudy, with a low around 42.
Friday: A 40% chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, with a 

high near 54.
Friday Night: A 40% chance of rain. Cloudy, with a low 

around 46.
Saturday: A 40% chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, with a 

high near 55.
Saturday Night: A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, with a 

low around 45.
Sunday: A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, with a high 

near 53.
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tical examples of language 
while learning about spanish 
cuisine. 

“The goal is to get the 
Spanish speaking people 
with the English speaking 
people,” Garcia said. “Get-
ting them together so that 
they can exchange and prac-
tice each other’s new lan-
guage and learn about each 
other’s culture.”

Garcia’s classes are 
focused on practical lessons 
and encouragement. Deb-
bie Elkins, who is learning 
Spanish, said that Garcia’s 
class encourages her to try 
and speak without fear of 
using an incorrect word or 
accent. Elkins said that Lati-
no people have been attend-

ing her church and these 
classes give her the oppor-
tunity to reach out and build 
friendships.

“Sandy is just a delightful 
teacher,” Elkins said. “She’s 
just a wonderful personality 
and she’s fun to have as a 
teacher. It is not frightening 
… all the people that come 
in seem to enjoy each other.”

Garcia’s dream is to 
bridge the two cultures, so 
that the love of Christ can 
be easier spread and under-
stood by both sides. Garcia 
believes that learning about 
each other’s culture allows 
people to develop deeper 
friendships and teach other 
critical thinking skills.

“I want them (her stu-
dents) to know that they 

have been gaining tools to 
help them make that con-
nection so everybody gets a 
sense of belonging,” Garcia 
said. “Our country is global, 
we get all kinds of products 
and business from the world 
… so we might as well 
embrace learning a culture 
and learning a language.”

For Garcia, helping peo-
ple learn English is a point 
of pride. Garcia said that 
English is often a neces-
sity for Latino people in 
the U.S., and she wants to 
help people grasp the cul-
tural differences so they 
can take part in churches or 
other gatherings. Garcia also 
hopes to teach Latinos about 
various American situations 
and interactions. 

“Cognitively, if I’m 
learning something because 
I’m scared and I need to sur-
vive, it’s a little harder for 
me to learn than somebody 
who’s just … taking Span-
ish because it’s fun,” Garcia 
said. “Churches are shrink-
ing and they (Latinos) are 
out there and they want to 
come, they want to come 
and be comfortable.”

Currently, Spanish class-
es are available on Wednes-
days at 11 a.m., with English 
classes on Saturday at 10 
a.m. Garcia hopes to add an 
evening class in the future, 
to give everybody more 
opportunity to work in the 
morning and learn in the 
evening. 

jonathan@news-banner.com
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Community College classes

Saturday Night Dec. 28th
Starts 8 pm - Lee Lewis 

Experience
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Weekly Drink Specials and Events!

Sundays Biscuits & Gravy 
9am - until GONE!

Layla Kpotufe, a senior at 
l Believe Circle City High 
School in Indianapolis, shows 
off a science classroom at 
Ivy Tech Community College 
where she has taken classes 
pursuing her interest in medi-
cine. Kpotufe already has an 
associates degree from Ivy 
Tech, a school filled with high 
school students starting col-
lege early. (Photo by Patrick 
O’Donnell)

He added that the current restrictions make “no sense. 
These workers serve the public. They protect our communi-
ties. They teach our kids. They pay into Social Security just 
like everyone else.”

People who currently have reductions in their Social 
Security benefits under the exceptions would soon see a 
boost in their monthly payments. But those increased pay-
ments would also add an estimated $195 billion to federal 
deficits over 10 years, according to the Congressional Bud-
get Office.

Social Security Trust Funds were already estimated to 
be unable to pay out full benefits beginning in 2035, and 
the change will hasten the program’s insolvency date by 
about half a year. A typical dual-income couple retiring in 
2033 would see an additional $25,000 lifetime reduction in 
their benefits, according to the nonpartisan Committee for a 
Responsible Federal Budget.

Many of the bill’s opponents acknowledged that the cur-
rent reductions are not fair to public service retirees, but 
said they could not support the bill when the entire program 
faces challenges.

“We caved to the pressure of the moment instead of 
doing this on a sustainable basis,” said Sen. Thom Tillis, a 
North Carolina Republican who opposed the bill.

The policy changes will also heap more work on the 
Social Security Administration when the agency is already 
at its lowest staffing level in 50 years. The agency currently 
has a staff of about 56,400 — the lowest level since 1972, 
according to an agency spokesperson — even as it serves 
more people than ever. The stopgap government funding 
bill that also passed early Saturday did not include increased 
funding for the agency, which is currently in a hiring freeze.

Still, Republican supporters of the bill said there was a 
rare opportunity to address what they described as an unfair 
section of federal law that hurts public service retirees.

“They have earned these benefits. This is an unfair, inequi-
table penalty,” said Sen. Susan Collins, a Maine Republican.

GOP supporters of the bill also said they would return to 
work on larger fixes to Social Security. President-elect Don-
ald Trump, however, has said he will not touch the benefits, 
even as his administration looks to make deep budget cuts 
elsewhere.

Social Security
(Continued from Page 1)



every day.
But as projected con-

struction costs ballooned, 
the building became a con-
troversial topic during the 
1988 governor’s race. Once 
elected, Democratic Gov. 
Evan Bayh ditched the 
plans. 

The legislature last enter-
tained the project in 1999, 
approving a $4 million fea-
sibility study for a new judi-
cial building. It’s not clear 
what happened to that study, 
though.

In the past some of the 
issues that have stalled 
the project include loca-
tion and parking; cost and 
downtown office build-
ings losing a large tenant. 
One other topic has always 
been whether the five Indi-
ana Supreme Court justices 
and their courtroom would 
move as some prefer hav-
ing representation from all 
three branches of govern-
ment in the Statehouse.

Currently, the Indi-
ana Supreme Court has 
roughly 210 employees at 
its Capital Center location 
in downtown Indianapo-
lis, and another 30 people 
within the statehouse, said 
court spokesperson Kathryn 
Dolan. 

Rent at the Capital Cen-
ter location is about $1.5 
million a year. The cur-
rent lease — which runs 
through July 2034 — is 
abated for six months and 
includes a provision “that 
addresses cancellation 
should the State of Indi-
ana build a Justice Center,” 
Dolan said.

She emphasized that, 
based on her understand-
ing from recent proposal 
discussions, such a center 
would include the state’s 
entire judicial branch, 
including the supreme 
court, court of appeals, 
tax court, the state public 
defender, and others.

Even so, Chief Justice 
Loretta Rush said “the Indi-
ana Supreme Court is not 
requesting a new judicial 
building.” 

“However, we support 
the legislature’s interest in 
assessing the state’s space 
needs and welcome con-
tributing to that review 
process,” she said in a state-
ment to the Indiana Capital 
Chronicle.

Other  ent i t ies  tha t 

would be included are the 
Court of Appeals and Tax 
Court and the State Pub-
lic Defender. The state’s 
transparency portal shows 
those enti t ies employ 
about 165 people.

What next?
Before the budget com-

mittee gave its stamp of 
approval, Democratic Rep. 
Greg Porter, of Indianapolis, 
was critical of the price tag.

“Do we need to spend 
that much money on sur-
veys? … I mean, $5 million 
is a lot,” asked Porter, who 
sits on the committee. “We 
need to be more specific 
in regards to the proposal 
or request for information. 
These conversations started 
back in the 80s. … I’m just 
really perplexed that we 
need to have this $5 million 
to do that. I mean, in these 
tight times, all of a sud-
den, we want to do other 
things.”

Kent maintained “there’s 
a lot of work that would 
need done to … basically, 
bring together several enti-
ties, and determine what 
each of their needs are.”

“How is the building 
going to work? And then 
the size of the building. 
And then if there’s any of 

that money left over, that 
would probably roll into 
the design of the building, 
as well the design phase,” 
he added. 

Joe Habig, acting budget 
director of the Indiana State 
Budget Agency, clarified 
that only 10% of the appro-
priated funds are expected 
to be used for the study 
itself.

“You’re right — $5 mil-
lion is a lot. But we don’t 
anticipate the actual study 
to utilize the entire $5 mil-
lion,” Habig said, noting, 
too, the requested funds 
were already appropriated 
to the budget agency by 
the General Assembly. “We 
anticipate that most of this 
— at least several hundred 
thousand — will go towards 
just updating a study that 
was done in 2000 or 2001. 
And so I think with the 
results of that, we’ll reas-
sess the cost of a full (archi-
tecture and engineering) 
design.”

No request for proposals 
related to the judicial build-
ing study have been pub-
lished yet, according to state 
procurement records. State 
officials did not provide a 
timeline for proposals, study 
completion or desired date 

to begin construction on a 
possible building.

By WHITNEY DOWNARD 
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Forty-two hopefuls turned out for the Indiana Alcohol and 
Tobacco Commission’s auction, out-bidding one another in an 
attempt to secure one of dozens of alcoholic beverage permits.

The most competitive bidding occurred during the pack-
age store portion, which included nine permits in seven 
counties. The most expensive bid came in at $330,000 for a 
Kosciusko County beer, wine and liquor permit in Winona 
Lake. 

Some had only one interested party and were awarded 
based on a pre-bidding process.

The five restaurant permits available in Madison, Marion 
and Monroe counties, on the other hand, had less competi-
tion. A beer and wine permit in Pendleton, located in Madi-
son County, went for the minimum bid amount of $750. 

“If you just keep your hand up, you’ll buy it,” joked Kyle 
Hupfer, co-owner of the Indiana Liquor Group LLC. The 
company won four out of the nine available package store 
permits, also commonly known as liquor stores.

Hupfer, the former chair of the Indiana Republican Party, 
shared that the groundwork ahead of the bidding was more 
intensive than the auction itself. 

“You have to look at the localities and whether the mar-
kets — or population — can support another store,” Hupfer 
said. 

Indiana Liquor Group CEO Chris Lamb said the entity 
had about 60 stores across the state, mostly in the northern 
half. In its six years of operation, Lamb said most of the 
company’s holdings had been purchased from existing pack-
age stores, rather than through the state’s auction process.

According to a 2023 Inside Indiana Business story, Indi-
ana Liquor Group is the second-largest liquor store owner 
in the state, behind Big Red Liquors Inc. Stores under the 
Indiana Liquor Group have many names but include Papa 
Joe’s Liquors in Richmond, Noblesville Wine & Spirits and 
Muncie Liquors. 

Another group, JBMEnterprise LLC, also dominated the 
package store liquor licenses, acquiring four of the remaining 
five licenses. The last license went to someone who registered 
to bid as Mandeep Singh. 

Limited number of permits
Pre-bid applications are due two weeks before the auction 

and require a security deposit. The amount depends on the 
type of permit sought — beer or wine only permits go for a 
minimum of $500 while combining the two costs at least 
$750. Getting a license for beer, wine and liquor costs at least 
$1,000. 

As a self-funded agency with no general fund appropria-
tions, the Indiana Alcohol and Tobacco Commission uses 
the auction funds to operate. 

Each winning bid comes with a back-up. Unsuccessful 
bidders will get their deposits returned. 

The state has a limited number of permits available and 
dozens of types of permits, which are calculated based on an 
area’s population. Following a census, when populations are 
recounted, more licenses become available in growing areas 
and bring more competitive bidding.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and 

Ossian Journal publishes 
“basic” obituaries free of 
charge for “local” deaths. 
“Basic” obituaries will 
include the deceased’s 
name, age, community 
of record, date and place 
of death, basic genea-
logical information, the 
date, time and location 
of calling hours and ser-
vices and the name of the 
funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional informa-
tion and/or a photo is 
desired to be included, or 
if the deceased does not 
meet the definitions of a 
“local” person, there is a 
charge.

Area funeral homes 
will provide details on the 
policy and will coordinate 
obituary publication. 

Barbara J. Bowman, 86
Barbara J. Bowman, 86, of Bluffton, passed away on 

Sunday evening, Dec. 22, 2024, at her daughter’s home 
in Decatur.

Funeral arrangements are pending with the Lemler 
family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

OBITUARIES

Tego’s Tips: All adop-
tion fees are waived 
until the end of the year 
on any cat/kitten that is 
already spayed/neutered. Tego

These are just a few pets 
available for adoption at 
the Wells County Animal 
Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., 
Bluffton. For more informa-
tion call 824-6063.

Oliver is a six-month-old, 
orange/white, domestic 
short hair, neutered male. 
He is very affectionate!

Chase is a six-month-old, 
orange/white, domestic 
short hair, neutered male. 
He is very playful and 
friendly!

Bear is a 1½-year-old, mini 
Australian Shepherd mix, 
neutered male. He is a 
super sweet guy!

A Talk with Tego

Happy 
Holidays

3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE • 260.638.4123

Holidays Are Our Specialties
Call & Order Your 

Holiday Ham

Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . $3.19/lb.dressed weight

Sides of  Beef 
Available at 

Market Prices

Sides of  Beef 
Available at 

Market Prices

Mon. - Wed. 9-5 • Thur. - Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 8-1

www.LengerichMeats.com
WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren

DeWeese
SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES

We Service All Appliances

JEREMY M. TODD
CFP®  AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1331 Baker Place  

Bluffton, IN 46714
260-824-0686

Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors are not estate planners and cannot 
provide tax or legal advice. Please consult 
your estate-planning attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use  
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

www.edwardjones.com    Member SIPC

Financial Focus
PSA: Are your protection 

plans in place? 
Between your family, your finances, 

your independence and your legacy, 
you’ve got a lot to protect — so it’s im-
portant to have protection plans in place.

Start with your life insurance. Would 
it be adequate to help ensure your fam-
ily could maintain their lifestyle if you 
weren’t around?

You might also need disability insur-
ance to replace income lost because of ill-
ness or injury. Your employer may offer 
life and disability insurance as employee 
benefits, but you might need to supple-
ment this coverage with private policies.

And to protect your goals, such as 
educating your children and retiring in 
comfort, you may want to contribute to 
an education savings plan and an IRA 
and 401(k) or other retirement plan.

You also need to protect your financial 
independence from the significant and 
rising costs of long-term care. A financial 
professional can offer solutions.

Finally, you’ll want to protect your 
legacy by working with your legal and 
tax professionals to develop a compre-
hensive estate plan.  

Protection can take many forms. Try 
to follow the protection strategies you 
need to enjoy the life you’ve envisioned 
for yourself and your family. 

This content was provided by Edward Jones 
for use by Jeremy Todd, your Edward Jones 
financial advisor at 260-824-0686.

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Debra K. Mills
Calling: 4 - 6 p.m. 

Monday, December 23 
at the funeral home.

Package store bidding 
dominates alcohol 
permit auction

(Continued from Page 1)

Indiana judicial building

State budget regulators approved pre-design funds for a proposed new Indiana judicial building, 
which would house offices for the state supreme court and others. (Photo by Whitney Downard)

TELL US WHAT 
YOU THINK!

www.news-banner.com 
or www.facebook.com/ 

newsbanner



O P I N I O NPage 4 • The News-Banner • MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2024

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper. 

By The Associated Press 
Today is Monday, Dec. 

23, the 358th day of 2024. 
There are eight days left in 
the year.

Today in history: In 
1823, the poem “Account 
of a Visit from St. Nicholas” 
was published anonymously 
in the Troy Sentinel of New 
York; the verse, more popu-
larly known as “The Night 
Before Christmas,” was 
later attributed to Clement 
C. Moore.

Also on this date:
In 1913, the Federal 

Reserve System was cre-
ated as President Woodrow 
Wilson signed the Federal 
Reserve Act.

In 1941, during World 
War II, American forces on 
Wake Island surrendered to 
Japanese forces.

In 1968, 82 crew mem-
bers of the U.S. intelligence 
ship Pueblo were released 
by North Korea, 11 months 
after they had been captured.

Today in History

The News-Banner
(USPS 059-200)

Evening News est. 1892 • Evening Banner est. 1899 • Consolidated 1929

News-Banner Publications, Inc.
George B. Witwer, Chairman of the Board • Doug Brown, 

President, Publisher • Dianne Witwer, Secretary/Treasurer
Periodicals Postage Paid at Bluffton, IN 46714. Published every day except Sundays 
and principal holidays at 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton IN 46714, Post Office Box 436

Holly Gaskill, Editor
Mark Miller, Opinion Page Editor

Gov. Holcomb’s exit interview 
from his ‘new Indiana’

He is the “Builder Governor.” The lasting impres-
sion of Eric Holcomb’s eight-year tenure as governor 
could be measured on what he built, and how he did so 
and with the steady assets he had at his command. He 
calls it the “new Indiana” emerging under his watch.

He finished I-69 to Evansville, including the hard 
part through suburban Johnson and Marion counties, 
with the new Ohio River bridge into Kentucky sited. 
He completed the $600 million double-tracking of the 
century old South Shore Line from Chicago to South 
Bend at the West Lake spur line. There’s the new $1.2 
billion prison at Westville the state is paying cash for. 
There is the new combined $655 
million Indiana Deaf and Blind 
School campus, the new Fall Creek 
Pavilion at the State Fairgrounds, 
the new State Archives Building, as 
well as the first new state park lodge being built in 85 
years.

There is the combined $300 million Gov. Holcomb 
is funneling into the 92 county health departments. 
There’s the amicable IUPUI divorce with twin cam-
puses rising up just blocks from the state capital.

As the governor drove from Culver to Potato Creek 
State Park earlier this month to monitor the first new 
lodge since 1939 after the initial groundbreaking 14 
months prior, Holcomb told Howey Politics, “I want 
to be graded and measured on the results, not the 
rhetoric. We don’t just want to build trails, we want to 
be the trail leader. We want to finish I-69.

“We want to stay state-focused on always trying to 
do big things,” Holcomb continued.

It will take a decade or so to fully know the impacts 
of Holcomb’s eight years in office. He spent a decade 
as an apprentice to Gov. Mitch Daniels, serving as 
deputy chief of staff. While running a campaign for 
U.S. Senate, Gov. Mike Pence plucked him from rela-
tive obscurity to replace Lt. Gov. Sue Ellspermann in 
March 2016. Four months later after Pence joined the 
Donald Trump presidential ticket, he won a second-
ballot Republican Central Committee nomination, 
launching a 106-day come-from-behind victory over 
Democrat John Gregg.

Holcomb had unusual assets. He’s the only Hoosier 
governor to serve with Indiana General Assembly 
supermajorities for both entire terms. Earl Goode, his 
only chief of staff, is finishing an unprecedented 14 
years at that job. He signed the most far-reaching abor-
tion restrictions in state history.

Holcomb’s Indiana received a stunning $6.7 billion 
from the Biden administration’s Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law, including $868 million for rural broadband 
expansion and $100 million for electric vehicle charg-
ing stations.

He never had to deal with a recession. The state’s 
jobless rate was always below 5%. The Holcomb 
administration has, so far, been scandal free.

The result is what Holcomb calls an emerging 
“New Indiana.”

“For us, when you look at the progress we’ve made 

across the economic development front, the 
workforce development front and the com-
munity development front, Indiana is a new 
Indiana,” he said. “We have a New Albany, 
a New Haven, New Castle, New Carlisle 
and there truly is almost a new Indiana 
when you think about our health innovation 
industry, LEAP, manufacturing of isotopes 
and planned genetics and where we’re tak-
ing life sciences and the future of mobility 
being determined here. We’re working on 
small modular nuclear reactors. Being in a 

center of the country 
gives us an advantage of being 
in the core.”

And there were galactic chal-
lenges. He faced two pandemics, 

the first was the opioid crisis and a triple digit increase 
in overdoses. Then came the COVID-19 pandemic 
found President Donald J. Trump and Gov. Holcomb 
shutting down much of society in late March 2020 
for several months, infecting 2 million Hoosiers and 
killing 26,115, the most lethal public health episode in 
state history.

There was no written pandemic plan on the shelf 
other than for the flu. “We were transparent and 
very accessible,” Holcomb said of the weekly web-
streamed press conferences that he held with state 
health officials like Commissioner Dr. Kristina Box 
and Dr. Lindsay Weaver.

“It was like Indiana went to Oz and when the cur-
tain was pulled back and they got to see their govern-
ment, which was just like them,” Holcomb said.

Despite the criticism from Republicans like Sec-
retary of State Diego Morales, who said he had over-
stepped his authority during the pandemic, Holcomb 
won reelection with 1.7 million votes (56.5%). “I had 
all kinds of people tell me politically this is going to 
be the end of me and lo and behold we got more votes 
than anyone who has ever run for governor in the his-
tory of this state, still do this day by the way,” he said.

What was the most surprising or gratifying thing he 
witnessed or learned?

“To learn of the innovation and ingenuity that 
comes off the family farm or the family factory floor 
or the small business that has been taken to scale 
by someone needing to solve a problem on a bigger 
scale,” he said.

His biggest disappointment? “I would have liked to 
see pregnancy accommodations done for the state, not 
just state government,” Holcomb said.

What wisdom would he impart to a future gover-
nor?

“Approach with the attitude that every day you’re 
gonna learn if you stay connected to the ground,” he 
said, adding that in “remaining humble” he was “cou-
rageous and forward-looking, understanding you are 
not going to please everybody all the time.”

Howey is a senior writer for Howey Politics Indiana and State 
Affairs .Find Howey on X @hwypol.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

The ultimate gift
In past years I have 

suggested going beyond 
Christmas and other holi-
day gifts that will soon 
be forgotten, returned or 
worn out, in favor of one 
that will last for genera-
tions to come.

Last year I wrote 
about the Children’s 
Scholarship Fund, which 
provides private school 
tuition for poor and 
middle-class children 
in failing public schools. 
Not only do the private schools offer 
them a better education (most go on 
to college), but they also provide a 
moral foundation essential to living a 
successful life.

This year I’m recommending the 
ultimate gift — the gift of life to an 
unborn child, with accompanying 
assistance to the mother to help her 
prevail over what can be difficult 
circumstances in an unplanned preg-
nancy.

Heartbeat International was 
founded in 1971, two years before 
the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court 
case which struck down all state 
abortion restrictions. According to 
its year-end report, “(Heartbeat) is 
now the most expansive network in 
the world, assisting more than 3,500 
affiliated pregnancy help locations 
... with medical clinics (ultrasounds), 

maternity homes and adop-
tion agencies in more than 90 
countries to provide alterna-
tives to abortion.”

In its annual report for 
2023, Heartbeat says it 
received more than 1.8 mil-
lion in-person client visits. 
Their promotion of a pill that 
reverses abortions for women 
who have changed their minds 
after initiating the procedure 
has “rescued” 5,000 babies. It 
is something Planned Parent-

hood vigorously opposes.
California Attorney General Rob 

Bonta sued Heartbeat to force the 
organization to provide women at 
their help centers with abortion infor-
mation. The Supreme Court rejected 
California’s efforts, but thanks in part 
to subsidies from the federal govern-
ment (Elon and Vivek take note as 
you seek to reduce spending), they 
are likely to pursue other efforts to 
stymie the work of Heartbeat and 
pro-life organizations.

The experience of holding a baby 
in your arms and embracing a woman 
who sought life-affirming help, rather 
than an abortion — realizing you 
have contributed to that moment — is 
a unique experience. It is one I have 
enjoyed on many occasions.

Think of the positive impact. Each 
child rescued from an abortion will 
likely have children, and they will 

have children and so on for genera-
tions to come. A woman will be free 
of the guilt and sometimes depression 
and self-destructive behavior that too 
often comes after the procedure. An 
abortion removes a branch from the 
family tree.

News stories report sharp declines 
in birth rates in the U.S., Canada and 
Europe. There are several reasons, but 
abortion, along with a desire to avoid 
the “expense” of children, appear 
to be the main ones. Failing to have 
enough children to at least replace 
adults who die will have serious eco-
nomic, social, political and other con-
sequences for especially free nations.

While there have been more abor-
tions since Roe was overturned in the 
Dobbs decision, Heartbeat and other 
pro-life groups continue to spread 
information often denied women by 
abortion clinics. On Heartbeat Interna-
tional’s website there are testimonies 
from women who at first sought an 
abortion, in some cases taking the abor-
tion pill, and then changed their minds. 
Their comments also include the words 
“support” and “resources,” something 
lacking at abortion clinics. Their stories 
counter the lie told over the years that 
pro-life people don’t care about the 
woman or the baby after birth.

Saving lives — babies and moth-
ers — is a two-way blessing. Make a 
donation and see what I mean.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

Cal 
Thomas

I still remember getting the call 
that hot July day in 1997. A quadruple 
murder means editors need all hands 
on deck. That was the first time I 
heard Joseph Corcoran’s name.

I was a cub reporter with only a 
few years under my belt, trying to find 
family, friends and neighbors to talk 
about Corcoran and his four victims. 
I had no idea that one way or another 
I would cover the case through its 
entirety — over 27 years.

My roommates and I 
talked about how young 
he looked — and how, if 
we’d seen the 20-some-
thing at a Fort Wayne 
bar, we would have 
thought nothing of chat-
ting with him.

But beneath the surface, Corcoran was clearly not all 
there. Now, I’m not a lawyer or a psychiatrist but some-
thing was wrong inside him.

When Corcoran’s case went to trial, I was the Fort 
Wayne Journal Gazette’s court reporter. I remember 
how frustrated his attorneys were that he wouldn’t plead 
guilty — not unless his vocal chords could be severed.

During jury selection they admitted their client’s 
guilt immediately. After all, Corcoran called the police 
and turned himself in after he shot the four men, one of 
whom was his brother and another who was his sister’s 
fiancé.

That meant the guilt phase of the trial was actually 
pretty anticlimactic. But the sentencing phase was full 
of emotional testimony and mental health evaluations.

I still recall how the room gasped a little when the 
judge read a question that the astute jury sent out: 
why didn’t Corcoran’s parents testify on his behalf? 
Of course, she couldn’t answer it. But the reason was 
because they were dead. And though acquitted, reports 
since then show he likely killed them.

I interviewed the jury foreman at the conclusion of 
the trial and he said the judge shared that detail with the 
jury privately after.

James Cullen told me then, “A tremendous amount 
of relief was shared by all. Not only did we do the right 
thing, but we did the right thing in spades.”

The next few years I would cover various appeals in 
Corcoran’s case.

He announced moments after he was sentenced he 
didn’t want to appeal. And honestly he was mostly con-
sistent on that over the next two two decades.

While Corcoran’s guilt has never been in question, 
I do wonder whether a short delay for a competency 
exam would have been worth it. Two members of the 
Indiana Supreme Court also wanted that, but their col-
leagues denied the stay.

It doesn’t matter now. Corcoran took his last breath 
early Wednesday morning after a lethal dose of pento-
barbital was administered.

I covered the case from start to finish in various 
capacities — a rarity in journalism. And I am glad, in 
the end, that Corcoran allowed Capital Chronicle Senior 
Reporter Casey Smith to be a witness as the death war-
rant was carried out.

Impartial witnesses are key to public confidence in 
the system. We still have lots of questions and there 
will be time to evaluate the process in the coming days. 
Meanwhile, Attorney General Todd Rokita has already 
sought a date to execute another killer: Benjamin 
Ritchie.

And it appears at least one bill will be filed to repeal 
the death penalty, so a discussion in the legislature is a 
possibility.

The only regret I have is not being able to speak with 
more family of the four men who lost their lives in this 
final chapter. Their grief and pain are unimaginable, and 
I understand their choice to remain quiet. But I would 
have loved to share more about their lives and personali-
ties as the execution drew close.

Pamela Reams, mother of victim Timothy G. Bricker, 
delivered a speech rife with sorrow and despair during 
his sentencing in 1999. She recalled that she was tent-
camping in Michigan when two state troopers called her 
name in the darkness to tell her something was “very, 
very wrong.”

Reams begged Corcoran to explain it all and recount-
ed how she prayed countless times for him to walk in 
the room and plead guilty. Then she handed Corcoran a 
book — a shiny black Bible with his name inscribed in 
gold lettering. She said that the answer was within the 
binding, and that if she doesn’t see him in heaven, “I 
will know you didn’t take the time to read it.”

I don’t know if Corcoran did read that book, but he 
died with his reverend by his side.

Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, a non-
profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle.com

From start to finish, how I 
covered the Corcoran case

Niki
Kelly

Hoosier
Opinions
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Area Christmas Services

428 S. Oak Street in Bluffton
260-824-5222 

www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

wellscocreativearts
Instagram: @creativeartscouncil

Creative Arts office hours: 
Holiday schedule: Office open by 
appointment only from Thursday, 
Dec. 19 – Friday, Jan. 3, 2025 

Regular hours resume on Jan. 
6, 2025 - Monday – Thursday 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday (by appoint-
ment only)
 Creative Arts Dance Academy

NEW Dance classes this
Jan./Feb. 2025

· Adult Continuing Tap – 6 
weeks beginning Jan. 11 – Satur-
days from 1:00 to 1:45 p.m.- $40

· Adult Beginning Tap (ages 
18+) – 6 weeks beginning Jan. 
11 – Saturdays from 1:45 to 2:30 
p.m.- $40

· Pre-Teen Lyrical Dance (ages 
8-11) – 4 weeks beginning Jan. 
9 – Thursdays from 6:30 to 7:15 
p.m.- $30

· Lyrical Dance (ages 12-18) – 
4 weeks beginning Jan. 9 – Thurs-
days from 7:15 to 8:00 p.m.- $30

· Pre-Teen Beginning Jazz (ages 
8-11) – 4 weeks beginning Feb. 6– 
Thursdays from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m.- 
$30

· Teen Beginning Jazz (ages 
12-18) - 4 weeks beginning Feb 
6 – Thursdays from 7:15 to 8:00 
p.m.- $30

Registration: https://www.
wellscocreativearts.com/why-
choose-us

Creative Arts Theater
Creative Arts 24/25 Theater 

season has been announced:
· “Joseph and the Amazing 

Technicolor Dreamcoat” – March 
6-8, 2025

· Disney Newsies JR – June 
13-14, 2025

· Disney Artistocats Kids – June 
27-28, 2025

Admission: $15.00 per person 
sold through ArtsTix – (260) 422-
4226

Auditorium: 428 S Oak Street, 
Bluffton, IN 46714

NEW Adult Acting class this 
Jan./Feb. 2025

Acting 101/102
· Mondays from 6 to 9 p.m. a 

6-week session from Jan. 6-Feb. 
10

· Creative Arts Council of Wells 
County, 428 S Oak St, Bluffton / 
Enter Door 10

· Age 16+
· Cost: $100 per student
· Instructor: Meagan VandeLaar
· Whether you are completely 

new to the acting world, have done 

some plays but want to dive deep-
er and grow your craft, or you are 
an experienced actor that could use 
a refresher course, Acting 101/102 
will give you the basic (and not so 
basic) tools you need to take the 
next step in your acting journey 
in an engaging and empowering 
atmosphere. Participants will be 
introduced to several acting and 
movement techniques, learn the 
basics of scene study and charac-
terization, and learn to follow their 
impulses and work collaboratively 
with their scene partners.

· Registration: https://form.jot-
form.com/243045826666160
“Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat” presented 

by Creative Arts Theater
· One of the most enduring 

shows of all time, Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
is a reimagining of the Biblical 
story of Joseph, his father Jacob, 
eleven brothers and the coat of 
many colors. Told entirely through 
song with the help of a main char-
acter Narrator, the musical follows 
preferred son Joseph. After being 
sold into slavery by his broth-
ers, he ingratiates himself with 
Egyptian noble Potiphar, but ends 
up in jail after refusing the amo-
rous advances of Potiphar’s wife. 
While imprisoned, Joseph discov-
ers his ability to interpret dreams, 
and he soon finds himself in front 
of the mighty but troubled, Elvis-
inspired, Pharaoh. Joseph’s solu-
tion to Egypt’s famine elevates 
him to Pharaoh’s right-hand man 
and reunites him with his family. 
Run Time: 2 hours and 15 minutes 
Appropriate for all audiences.

· Performances: March 6-8, 
2025

· Tickets ($15) on sale through 
Artstix at https://tickets.artstix.
org/TheatreManager/1/tmEvent/
tmEvent4229.html or by calling 
(260) 422-4226, Monday – Friday; 
12 to 6 p.m.or Saturday; 12 to 4 
p.m.

Auditorium, 428 S Oak St, 
Bluffton

Creative Arts School of Music
· Voice Lessons with Lynne 

Niermeyer, Tuesday afternoon/
evenings, $30/half hour lesson

· Guitar Lessons with Mike 
Needler, Tuesday afternoon/eve-
nings, $35/half hour lessons

For more information regarding 
the music lessons above, please 
call the office at (260) 824-5222 
for lesson times/availability. 

 Ongoing Activities 
Creative Crew: Tuesdays from 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: All forms 
of creativity welcome: painting, 
drawing, needlework and more….
spend the morning working on 
your craft and socialize with other 
artists. Enter Door 1 or Door 10 at 
Life Community Church, the cre-
ative crew meets in the cafe 

Readers’ Brown Bag Lun-
cheon: Meeting the last Tuesday 
of the month at noon at Life Com-
munity Church, enter door 10. All 
readers are welcome. Feel free to 
call the office for more informa-
tion.

***Important Scheduling Note: 
Changes can occur after the Creative 
Happenings column has been published. 
Please confirm dates and times before 
planning to participate in programs and 
activities***

Creative Arts Council activities are 
supported by memberships, sponsors 
and grants from funders including Arts 
United, a regional agency; the Indiana 
Arts Commission, a state agency; and 
the National Endowment for the Arts, a 
national agency.

Events at the Creative Arts Council of Wells County

fast,   
reliable   
fiber
internet 

833.727.5563  
twncomm.com/heartland

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. A line connection fee may be applicable. Call for details or visit
twncomm.com/terms-conditions for additional information and terms and conditions of services. Residential customers on
qualifying internet plans will receive download/upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan.  A 30-day notice 
is required to cancel service. 

SERVICE  NOW AVAILABLE  IN  MANY  AREAS.
Sign up today or get fiber-ready by signing the underground agreement. 
Call for more details!

UNLIMITED DATA  |  UP TO 1* GBPS  |  24/7 SUPPORT

SOLUTIONS FOR HOME AND BUSINESS

Merry Christmas!
It seems the older I get 

the busier I get. As this year 
is winding down I have to 
wonder what is in store for 
us in the year 2025. I had 
to laugh when I opened a 
book and saw this: “George 
Burns attributed his long life 
to avoiding stress. He said 
he takes scissors and cuts 

all the bad news out of the 
newspaper before he reads 
it.’’ I think that is a good 
idea!

I remind you to come 
over to Zanesville and view 
the Living Lights at the 
Tower Life Center.

I know many of our 
Zanesville area citizens 
go to Bluffton to enjoy the 

community pool there. I was 
glad to see that the Wells 
County Foundation award-
ed them a $100K grant for 
building a new pool. My 
grandkids will enjoy that!

It was announced that a 
pre-K program will be avail-
able in 2025 to four year 
olds in 2025-26 school year 
for Lafayette Township.

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

Vote for
your favorite
Stop by the Wells 
County Public Library 
and vote for your 
favorite Gingerbread 
creation, all created 
by members of the 
library staff. The dis-
play is located near 
the entrance to the 
main library. (Photo 
by Barbara Barbieri)

Asbury Chapel United
Methodist Church

Asbury Chapel United Method-
ist Church invites the public to their 
Christmas Eve service at 6 p.m. on 
Dec. 24, located at 8013 W 1100 S-90 
in Montpelier.

First Baptist Church
First Baptist Church, 202 W. Cherry 

St. in Bluffton, will have a Christmas 
Eve candlelight service at 7 p.m. 

First Church of Christ
First Church of Christ, 909 W. 

Spring St. in Bluffton, will hold a 
Carols and Candelight Service at 3:30 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve. 

First Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church, located 

at 123 S Jefferson St. in Ossian, will 
host a Christmas Eve service at 7 
p.m. Services are also available via 

livestream on Youtube. 

First United Methodist, 
Bluffton

First United Methodist Church, 325 
W. Washington St. in Bluffton, will 
hold a Christmas Eve candlelight ser-
vice at 4:30 p.m. 

Hope Missionary Church
Hope Missionary Church, 429 E. 

Dustman Road in Bluffton, will hold 
Christmas Eve services at 1 p.m., 
3 p.m., 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. at its main 
campus. 

Christmas Eve services will be 
held at 3 p.m., 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the 
church’s Ossian campus at 1705 Hill-
crest Dr.

ITOWN Church
 ITOWN Church, 2711 N Main St. 

in Bluffton, will host Christmas Eve 
services at 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 

Sonlight Wesleyan Church
Sonlight Wesleyan Church, 2350 S 

S.R. 1 in Bluffton, will host Christmas 
Eve services at 4 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic 
Church

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 1300 
N. Main St. in Bluffton, will have two 
Christmas Eve two services — a Vigil 
Mass at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. The choir 
will lead the congregation in singing 
Christmas carols at 5:30 p.m. 

There will be two services on 
Christmas - 12 a.m. Midnight Mass 
and a 9 a.m. Mass.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

LCMS, 6514E-750N in Ossian, will 
have a Christmas Eve service at 7 p.m. 
Sunday. A Christmas Day service will 
follow at 9 a.m. 

“We are Senior Citizens 
working with Senior Citizens”

Jerry Flack
Julie Myers
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When to hold on 
and when to let go

Dear Annie: Seven years ago, I met a 
guy on a dating site. I’m 13 years older 
than him, but I look much younger than 
my age. After we matched, he asked me 
on a date, and we kissed. From there, we 
kept texting, flirting and engaging in a 
lot of suggestive conversations — but he 
never asked me out again.

Over the years, we’ve remained 
close friends. He goes through periods 
where he stops texting me for weeks but 
always comes back. Despite this incon-
sistency, he’s helped me out several 
times — like giving me a ride from the 
airport, spending a day helping me clean 
my garage and assembling a bike for 
me. Each time, we end up kissing. The 
last time, when things started heating up, 
he pulled away, said he was sweaty and 
left.

We’re like best friends. He continues 
to flirt with me and often says, “Maybe 
one day we’ll be intimate.” From what 
he tells me, I don’t think he’s dating any-
one. But after all these years, I’m start-
ing to wonder if this is going anywhere 
or if I’m wasting my time.

Should I hold on to the hope that 
something romantic will develop, or is 
it time to give up and move on? — In 
Limbo

Dear Limbo: It sounds like you’ve 
been in emotional limbo with this man 
for years. While he values you enough to 
stay in your life and help out, his incon-
sistency and hesitation suggest he’s not 
ready or willing to commit to something 
deeper.

Ask yourself: Is this relationship giv-
ing you what you want? If not, it’s time 
to have an honest conversation with 
him. Tell him how you feel and ask what 
he truly wants. Be clear about your own 
needs — whether it’s a relationship or 
closure.

You deserve someone who’s certain 
about you and ready to commit. Don’t 
settle for “maybe one day” when you 

could have some-
thing real with 
someone else.

Dear Annie: I 
recently read your 
column about 
a  47-year-old 
woman who had 
been with her boy-
friend for six years and was eager for 
him to propose. Why do you think the 
advice to give him an ultimatum is the 
best approach?

In an era of equality, open communi-
cation and mutual respect, why should 
proposals be seen as something only 
men do? Why not encourage women 
to propose to the partners they love 
instead?

Doesn’t giving an ultimatum seem 
controlling or potentially codependent 
— an attempt to force someone’s hand? 
Wouldn’t it be more empowering, loving 
and honest to suggest that women take 
the initiative themselves? And doesn’t 
it seem a bit outdated, or even sexist, 
to imply proposals are solely a man’s 
responsibility?

As a 40-year-old divorced man, I 
hope to find love again someday. If 
the woman I love is ready before I am, 
wouldn’t it make sense for her to pro-
pose to me? Why should we limit who 
can take that step? — A Different Per-
spective

Dear Different: Thank you for your 
letter filled with thought-provoking 
questions. You are absolutely right. 
Women can propose if they want to. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” features favorite columns on 
marriage, infidelity, communication 
and reconciliation. It is available as a 
paperback and e-book. Visit http://www.
creatorspublishing.com for more infor-
mation. Send your questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNSPeace and purpose are 
results of having a personal 

relationship with God
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Prop. Conn Life Today 
with 

Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor CrossTalk 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Neighbor Poppa's 
House 

NCIS "Empty Nest" NCIS: Origins "Enter 
Sandman, Part 2" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Criminal Minds 
"Awake" 

Criminal Minds
"Internal Affairs" 

FBI "Payback" FBI "Studio Gangster" FBI "Legacy" FBI "Safe Room" FBI "Broken Promises" FBI "American Dreams" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

NFL Football New Orleans Saints at Green Bay Packers The Packers welcome 
the Saints to Lambeau Field for a Monday Night Football affair. (L) (N) 

(:15) ABC21
(N) 

(:50) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:50) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

To Be Announced SNL The late-night program highlights Christmas-
themed sketches from its 50 seasons. 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man
"Elfie" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Seinfeld Seinfeld
"The Truth"

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 

News (N) 
Bob Heart
"Black Ice" 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Craft in America 
"Holiday" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Matters of 
Mind 

Antiques Roadshow
"Junk in the Trunk 12" 

Mary Berry's Highland 
Christmas 

Mary Berry's Ultimate 
Christmas 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Antiques Roadshow 
"Junk in the Trunk 12" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Craft in America 
"Holiday" 

Context < Eddy's 
World (‘20)

PBS News Hour (N) Antiques Roadshow
"Junk in the Trunk 12" 

John Rutter Mary Berry's Ultimate 
Christmas 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

St. Thomas Christmas 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Kitchen Nightmares Kitchen Nightmares FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < You Make It 
Feel Like Christmas 

< A Very Merry Beauty Salon (2024, Romance)
RonReaco Lee, Donna Biscoe, Tia Mowry-Hardrict. 

< The Holiday Junkie (2024, Romance) Brian 
Hallisay, Lynn Andrews, Jennifer Love Hewitt. 

(:05) < A Carpenter Christmas Romance (‘24)
Mitchell Slaggert, Sasha Pieterse. 

< The Holiday Junkie 
Jennifer Love Hewitt. 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) < Santa Clause <++ The Santa Clause 2 (‘02) Tim Allen. <+ The Santa Clause 3: The Escape Clause <+++ Iron Man 3 (‘13) Gwyneth Paltrow, Don Cheadle, Robert Downey Jr.. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld 

E!  26 142 114 236 
The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office <++ You've Got Mail (1998, Romance) Meg Ryan, Parker 

Posey, Tom Hanks. 
House of Villains "Sad 
Excuse for a Villain" 

PARMT  30  241 241 
(4:00) To Be Announced To Be Announced Program information is not yet 

available. 
To Be Announced Program information is not yet 
available. 

To Be Announced Program information is not yet 
available. 

To Be Announced 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(2:30) College Football Countdown The ESPN NFL crew provides an in-depth 

look at Monday's game, as well as reviews of Sunday's ..
NFL Football New Orleans Saints at Green Bay Packers The Packers welcome 
the Saints to Lambeau Field for a Monday Night Football affair. (L) (N) 

(:15) 
Postgame 

SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 ESPN BET Live (L) (N) SportsCenter SportsCenter (L) (N) College Basketball TBA College Basketball Basketball 

FDMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory FIBA 

Basketball 
Sports 
Stars 

Queen and King of the Court Doha Men's and women's beach 
volleyball action. 

All Blacks FIBA 
Basketball

Sports 
Stars 

The Card 
Life Kansas

Focused United Fight Alliance 

USA  34 133 105 242 
9-1-1 "Death and 
Taxes" 

9-1-1 "Lost & Found" 9-1-1 "Love Is in the 
Air" 

WWE RAW The superstars of the WWE square off 
in the ring and behind the scenes. (L) (N) 

<+++ Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (2001, Children) Rupert 
Grint, Emma Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
(4:00) Naked and Afraid 
"Forced Out of Africa" 

Naked Temperatures rise during a challenge where 
survivalists dig seep wells & boil water primitively. 

Naked and Afraid "Firing Squad" A fire challenge cuts the field 
in half; a scorpion sting puts a competitor at risk. 

Naked and Afraid "Lost in 
Translation" 

Naked and Afraid 
"Firing Squad" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Sister Wives Last Resort Last Resort Last Resort (N) (:10) Last Resort (N) (:10) 90 Day Fiancé "The Choice" 90 Day "The Last Word" 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
(4:00) Ancient "Mystery 
of the Pyramids" 

Ancient Considering if there might be evidence to an 
otherworldly presence lurking in Earth watery depths.

Ancient The Antikythera Mechanism, an astronomical 
device, is the world's oldest known analog computer. 

(:05) Ancient Evidence suggests the Stonehenge once 
functioned as an important solar & celestial observatory. 

(:05) Ancient Aliens: 
Origins 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage (:05) Storage (:35) Storage (:05) Storage (:35) Storage 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Private Princess 
Christmas 

< The Nine Lives of Christmas (‘14) Kimberley 
Sustad, Gregory Harrison, Brandon Routh. 

< One Royal Holiday (2020, Romance) Aaron 
Tveit, Victoria Clark, Laura Osnes. 

< Three Wise Men and a Baby (2022, Comedy)
Tyler Hynes, Andrew Walker, Paul Campbell. 

< Leah's Perfect Gift 
(‘24) Emily Arlook. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:15) < How 
to Train Y... 

<+++ Transformers (2007, Action) Tyrese Gibson, Josh Duhamel, Shia 
LaBeouf. 

<+++ Pacific Rim (2013, Sci-Fi) Diego Klattenhoff, Idris Elba, Charlie 
Hunnam. 

<+++ Cloverfield (‘08) Mike Vogel, 
Odette Annable, Michael Stahl-David. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang American American American American American American 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:45) < Willy 
Wonka & ... 

(:45) <++ The Greatest Showman (2017, Musical) Zac Efron,
Michelle Williams, Hugh Jackman. 

<+++ Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory
(‘71) Jack Albertson, Peter Ostrum, Gene Wilder. 

<++ Office Christmas Party (2016, Comedy)
Olivia Munn, T.J. Miller, Jason Bateman. 

(:15) <++ The Intern 
(‘15) Robert De Niro. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:30) <++ Fred Claus 
(‘07) Vince Vaughn. 

<++ Four Christmases (2008, Romance) Reese 
Witherspoon, Robert Duvall, Vince Vaughn. 

<+++ Elf (2003, Children) James Caan, Bob 
Newhart, Will Ferrell. 

<++ Christmas With the Kranks (2004, 
Comedy) Jamie Lee Curtis, Dan Aykroyd, Tim Allen. 

<+++ The Polar 
Express Tom Hanks. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Speak Joy Taylor, Keyshawn Johnson and Paul 
Pierce discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

Urban Fitness Xtreme 2024 UFX Championship
From White Eagle Hall in Jersey City, NJ. 

Greatest Races: NASCAR 2011 NASCAR Cup Series: Talladega From April 
17, 2011. 

Greatest 2011 NASCAR 
Cup Series: Darlington 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Holiday Wars Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat: Holiday Beat: Holiday Beat: Holiday Beat: Holiday Beat: Holiday
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob <++ Sonic the Hedgehog (‘20) Jim Carrey, James Marsden. SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Bluey / < Mickey's Once Upon a Chri... < Mickey's Twice Upon... (:10) Big City (:35) Big City Kiff ZOMBIES Place Place Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:50) <++ Dr. Seuss' How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas Jim Carrey. 

<+++ Home Alone (1990, Children) Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern,
Macaulay Culkin. 

<++ Home Alone 2: Lost in New York (1992, Children) Joe 
Pesci, Daniel Stern, Macaulay Culkin. 

(:40) <++ Last Christmas (‘19) Henry 
Golding, Michelle Yeoh, Emilia Clarke. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:35) < 
Jupiter As... 

(:45) <++ The Legend of Tarzan (‘16) Christoph 
Waltz, Samuel L. Jackson, Alexander Skarsgård. 

(:35) Dune: Prophecy "The High-
Handed Enemy" 

Get Millie Black (N) (:10) Get Millie Black (:15) Get Millie Black (:25) < The 
Strangers 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:05) <++ Girl, 
Interrupted 

(:10) <+++ Black Swan (2010, Drama) Mila 
Kunis, Vincent Cassel, Natalie Portman. 

<++ Sinister (‘12) Vincent 
D'Onofrio, Ethan Hawke. 

(:50) <++ Here Comes the Devil (2012, Horror)
Laura Caro, Alan Martinez, Francisco Barreiro. 

<++ Hobo With a Shotgun (‘11) 
Gregory Smith, Rutger Hauer. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:30) <+++ The Matrix (1999, Sci-Fi) Laurence 
Fishburne, Carrie-Anne Moss, Keanu Reeves. 

The Agency "Rat Trap" Dexter: Sin (:45) Dexter: Original Sin "Miami 
Vice" 

Killing Eve (:45) Dexter: Sin "Kid in 
a Candy Store" 

Dexter: Original Sin
"Miami Vice" 

(:35) The 
Agency 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(:05) < Scrapper (‘23) Harris 
Dickinson, Alin Uzun, Lola Campbell. 

< A Wonderful Time of the Year
(‘22) Brendan Penny, Kelly Kruger. 

<+++ Scrooged (‘88) Karen Allen, 
John Forsythe, Bill Murray. 

(:45) < Santa Stole Our Dog! (2017, Children)
Yves Bright, Carrie Schroeder, Ed Asner. 

<+ Surviving Christmas (‘04) James 
Gandolfini, Ben Affleck. (P) 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q u e s t i o n :  We ’ v e 
all heard that prosper-
ity brings happiness, but 
it seems like our nation is 
getting a needed lesson 
in the fact that prosperity 
isn’t the key to peace and 
contentment, but rather 
having a thankful heart. 
Why is this so hard for us 
to learn? – T.H.

Answer: When com-
fort, ease, and pleasure are 
exalted, progress is always 
set back.

Having peace and pur-
pose are results of having a 
personal relationship with 
God. The whole human 
race is consumed with a 
search for happiness and 
peace; for the human con-
science can be relentless. 
The peace mankind seeks 
is not merely a nonde-
script, so-called peace of 

mind that is blind to 
reality or comes and 
goes according to our 

moods or circumstances. 
The peace every person 
seeks is one that will free 
them from the anxiety and 
frustrations of life’s dis-
tracting conflicts and prob-
lems. It is a peace of soul 
that permeates one’s entire 
being, a peace that oper-
ates through the trials and 
burdens of life.

People also search for 
purpose in life. Man is 
confused and perplexed, 
wondering where he came 
from, why he is here, and 
where he is going. He 
wants to know if there is 
truth in this universe. The 
philosopher declares that 
man has no God-given 
purpose and is left to make 
up his own purpose and 
meaning in life, if he can. 
But down inside we yearn 
for something more cer-

tain.
Humans also seek for a 

personal relationship with 
their Creator, the Lord 
God, but many do not lis-
ten to the voice of God to 
hear Him calling their lost 
and weary soul back to 
Him. Man yearns to know 
that he is not alone in this 
universe, that there is a 
Higher Power guiding his 
journey.

The Bible shouts out in 
hope to mankind saying, 
“Know the love of Christ 
which passes knowledge; 
that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God” 
(Ephesians 3:19, NKJV).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

Employment
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
rangefor a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $58,300 - $70,500.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by Decem-
ber 27, 2024.

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 08-22-23-25-

41
Cash4Life — 12-16-21-

35-43, Cash Ball: 02
Lotto Plus — 03-18-20-

35-40-41
Quick Draw Midday — 

05-12-13-16-19-20-28-29-
32-36-46-47-49-53-57-60-
66-68-74-77, BE: 47

Daily Three-Midday — 
01-01-08, SB: 01

Daily Three-Evening — 
07-07-04, SB: 02

Daily Four-Midday — 
02-09-00-04, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-01-04-02, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening 
— 04-08-18-25-30-31-36-
37-39-42-44-46-49-52-56-
58-59-63-67, BE: 46

Hoosier Lotto — 04-13-
19-39-41-46

Powerball
01-12-17-21-58; Power-

ball: 01; Power Play: 3X

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 16-22-37-44-

45
Cash4Life — 10-12-30-

41-49, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

04-09-10-20-21-26-28-31-
32-34-36-40-52-57-59-68-
70-76-79-80, BE: 40

Daily Three-Midday — 
04-09-04, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening — 
06-04-02, SB: 09

Daily Four-Midday — 
01-00-04-07, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 
05-08-02-05, SB: 09

Quick Draw Evening 
— 03-04-05-11-14-17-21-
25-26-29-43-46-50-53-54-
55-60-62-65-67, BE: 29

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $33.6 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday): $944 million
Powerball

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $103 million
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Every Day!
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 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is Tues., Dec. 24!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE
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Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is
Tues., Dec. 24!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

DECEMBER 29-JANUARY 5 - Bidding starts 
closing at 2 p.m. - Estate of Eldrid Tinkel, 
seller. Large antique and collectible auction. 
Country primitives, early metal toys includ-
ing vintage tractors, farm implements, trucks, 
boats, more, antique furniture, cast iron col-
lection, antique brass cash register, antique 
stoves, large and rare collection of vintage 
graniteware, Fenton, Marion advertising memo-
rabilia, vintage beer signs, crocks, long guns, 
coins, more. Open house Dec. 29, 2-4 p.m., 
Jan. 4, 10 a.m.-noon, 1910 N Meridian St., Mar-
ion. Sale manager Brandon Steffen, 260-710-
5684, The Steffen Group Inc., Steffengrp.com, 
260-824-3006.
BIDDING ENDS DECEMBER 31 - Bidding 
starts closing at 2 p.m. - Estate of Richard 
Gerken and others, sellers. “Outstanding year 
end auction.” Very high quality art deco, Lladro 
collection art, mid century modern and Art Nou-
veau home furnishings, International Harvester 
collection, 2011 Platinum Ford F150 in pristine 
condition, high quality antiques, 3,500 record 
albums, vintage Schwinn bicycles, lawn mower, 
tools, advertising memorabilia, Coca Cola col-
lection, antique gas pump, country primitives, 
military patches & pins, and more. Open house 
Dec. 26 and Dec. 30 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 
S. Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. Sale manager Rod 
Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Steffen Group Inc., 
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING 

JANUARY 2 at 10 a.m. - (Online Only) - 
MD Landscaping LLC, owner. Over 170+ 
Lots. John Deere 5525 W/ Belly Blade, Bob-
cat Dozer 96” Blade, 2016 International 4300 
Box Truck, 2003 Wells Cargo Enclosed/Office 
Trailer, 84” 3-Point Cultivator, 2008 Ford F-350 
W/ Boss Snow Plow, 2007 Jeep Wrangler w/J 
Truck Bed, Volvo ECR88 Excavator Kawasaki 
65TMVB Wheel Loader, Kubota SCL 1000 Mini 
Skid Steer, Skid Loader Attachments, Hard-
scape Stone, Walnut Slabs, Assorted Lawn 
Tools, Power Tools and much more. 3883 US 
HWY 33 Decatur IN, 46733. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com. 
BIDDING ENDS JANUARY 7 at 10 a.m. - 
(Online Only) - Wayne Metals LLC Machin-
ing Division, owner. Offering over 200+ Lots. 
Roskelley 1440 Lathe, 2007 Haas SL-40T CNC 
Turning Lathe, Hardinge CHNCI Precision CNC 
Machine, Delta Floor Drill Press, Omni Turn 
GT-75 CNC Lathe, Targa Surface Grinder, Acer 
Milling Machine W/ Phase-2 3 Jaw Chuck, Abex 
Denison Stamp Machine, OOYA RE-1225H 
Drilling & Tapping Radial Arm Drill, Cincinnati 
Milacron Hawk 150 A2100 CNC Lathe, Weld-
ers, Tooling Cabinets, Large Selection of pallet 
racking, Power & Hand Tools and much more.  
9312 Avionics Drive, Fort Wayne IN 46809. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.

SUDOKU ANSWER

            Public Sale
         Calendar

Vehicles
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Services
Services

Services
MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

THE BATHROOM OF your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1,000 off 
or No Payments and No Inter-
est for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-855-699-1308 (I)

Special!
Earn Extra Cash by selling 

your “Unwanteds”!  
A 20-word, line classified 

ad is $5 for 5 Days! 
For Sale Items Only.
Contact the Bluffton 

News-Banner office at 
125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224, or 

classifieds.news-banner.com

5 for $5

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-855-655-7718 (I)
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-877-414-2352 today! 
(I)
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-4260 (I)



By ANDREW FEEBACK
Saturday night’s bas-

ketball game between the 
Bluffton Tigers and Garrett 
Railroaders came down to 
three things: free throws, 
rebounds and turnovers. 

The Tigers came up on 
the short end in all three 
categories, and dropped a 
tough one to the visiting 
Railroaders, 51-47. 

Garrett ran its record to 
7-1, while Bluffton dropped 
to 4-2. 

Neither team ever had 
much breathing room in 
this one; there were six ties 
and 13 lead changes. Gar-
rett never led by more than 
six points, while Bluffton’s 
largest lead was five. 

Bluffton having twice as 
many turnovers and strug-
gling on the boards all night 
proved costly given how 
tight the game was. 

“Physically, they just 
whipped us,” coach Craig 
Teagle said. “Unofficially, 
we had them for 14 offen-
sive boards, and that’s 
where a lot of our fouls 
were. We didn’t execute 
nearly as well as we needed 
to.”

After the Railroaders 
took an early six-point lead, 
Bluffton surged ahead with 
a 17-6 run. 

Garrett countered with 
a 12-2 burst for a 30-25 
spread before Bluffton 
scored the last four points of 
the half. 

The Tigers reeled off 
seven straight early in the 

second half, all from Kaleb 
Green, for a 36-32 lead. 
That was followed by five 
more lead changes before 
the quarter ended with Gar-
rett still up one, 41-40. 

Nolan Lambert’s three-
pointer at the 5:08 mark had 
Bluffton up 45-43. Garrett’s 
Isaiah King made two free 
throws, and Parker Reed’s 
bucket in the paint put the 
visitors back in front 47-45. 

Marshall Gerber tied 
the game at 47 with 3:49 to 
play. 

That ended the scoring 
for Bluffton, and even with 
the score tied, it felt like 
the Tigers were swimming 
upstream the rest of the way. 

Garrett took the clock 
down to 2:26 before King 
was fouled and made one 
shot. Gerber was fouled on 
Bluffton’s next possession, 
but he missed both of his 
attempts. 

The Railroaders contin-
ued to be patient, moving 
the ball around and forcing 
the Tigers to put them in 
the bonus. By the time the 
Tigers did that, only 19 sec-
onds remained. 

A bizarre sequence fol-
lowed — one the Tigers 
will probably cringe if they 
watch the game tape later 
on. 

Carter Coffman, who led 
Garrett with 18 points, went 
to the line for two shots. 
He missed both, but Jake 
Gonya grabbed the rebound 
and drew the fifth foul on 
Green. 

Gonya proceeded to miss 
both shots. But Parker Reed 
came up with the rebound 
and was fouled by Griffin 
Morgan. 

Reed then bricked both 
shots. Incredibly, Gonya 
spun around Morgan and 
snared yet another offensive 
rebound, fouling out Mor-
gan in the process. 

His first attempt missed, 
bringing the streak of 
missed free throws to seven. 
He made the second, giving 
Garrett a 49-47 lead with 16 
seconds to play. 

Bluffton took a timeout, 
likely looking to win the 
game instead of going to 
overtime, having already 
lost two players to fouls, and 
having another with four.

But the play never mate-
rialized, with the Tigers 

turning it over and foul-
ing with less than a second 
remaining. 

“We were coming off a 
slip ball screen, looking to 
go with the post, or reverse 
pivot for the three,” Teagle 
said. “We just got too deep 
and didn’t get the ball where 
we needed it.” 

Declan Grieser led the 
Tigers with 18 points, while 
Green added 11 and Mor-
gan had eight. Garrett also 
got 17 from King and eight 
from Reed. 

Teagle felt the combina-
tion of turnovers, rebounds 
and free throws was simply 
too much for his team to 
overcome. 

“If you look at the big 
picture, 12 turnovers, 14 
o-boards, and we were three 
of nine from the foul line,” 

he said. “Take any one of 
those, and that got us beat. 
Cut two or three of those 
down in each area, you win 
the game. Again, it’s on me. 
I’ve got to do a better job 
and get us prepared better 
for those situations.”

Bluffton will travel to 
Norwell Saturday night. 

The junior varsity game 
went to Garrett in overtime, 
42-37. Gavin Grieser scored 
16 points while Abram Geh-
rett had nine. 

Bluffton won the C-team 
matchup 44-3. Bennett 
Stoller led the Tigers with 
10 points, Rafe Gerber had 
seven and Andy Baumgart-
ner added five. 

sports@news-banner.com

GARRETT 51,
BLUFFTON 47

At Bluffton

GARRETT (7-1): Jakob Hoover 
0-0 0-0 0, Parker Reed 2-5 4-6 8, 
Royce Fuentes 0-0 0-0 0, Ari Hippen-
steel 0-0 0-0 0, Gabe Armstrong 1-1 
0-0 2, Javin Bailey 0-0 0-0 0, Carter 
Coffman 6-14 3-6 18, Dawson Hedg-
es 0-2 0-0 0, Kohen Smith 1-1 1-2 3, 
Jake Gonya 0-0 3-8 3, Parker Skelly 
0-0 0-0 0, Lucas Collins 0-0 0-0 0, 
Isaiah King 5-15 5-6 17. TOTALS: 
14-38 16-28 51.

BLUFFTON (4-2): Nolan Lambert 
2-5 0-0 6, Cameron Williams 0-0 0-0 
0, Marshall Gerber 1-2 0-4 2, Austin 
Geimer 0-1 0-0 0, Gavin Grieser 
0-0 0-0 0, Griffin Morgan 4-6 0-2 8, 
Declan Grieser 8-11 2-2 18, Ben 
Maggard 1-1 0-0 2, Kaleb Green 5-8 
1-1 11, Jonah Geisel 0-0 0-0 0, Axton 
Beste 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 21-34 
3-9 47.

Garrett     15    15    11   10   —  51
Bluffton   13    16    11    7    —  47
Three-point Goals: Garrett 5-16 

(Coffman 3-8, King 2-7, Reed 0-1), 
Bluffton 2-7 (Lambert 2-3, Gerber 
0-1, Geimer 0-1, Grieser 0-1, Green 
0-1). Rebounds: Garrett 22 (King 9, 
Gonya 7, Reed 4, Hedges 1, Hoover 
1), Bluffton 13 (Grieser 6, Green 5, 
Morgan 1, Lambert 1). Turnovers: 
Garrett 6, Bluffton 13. Fouls: Garrett 
16, Bluffton 23. Fouled out: Hedges, 
Morgan, Green. Technicals: None.

JV: Garrett 42, Bluffton 37, OT.
C-Team: Bluffton 44, Garrett 3. 

By RICK SPRUNGER
If someone would have told 

Norwell coach Eric Thornton 
that his team would score just 40 
points on shockingly sickly .224 
shooting (15-67) against a good 
8-3 DeKalb team Saturday night, 
“I would have counted it as a 
loss,” Thornton admitted frankly.

Fortunately for Norwell, the 
defense was up to the occasion and 
played well enough to allow the 
Knights to escape with a win by 
18 points.

Playing with perhaps the most 
vicious defensive intensity they 
have shown all season, Norwell 
forced 25 turnovers, smashed the 
startled Barons on the boards, 
48-32, limited them to .250 (9-36) 
shooting themselves, and coasted 
to a surprisingly easy 40-22 vic-
tory.

Norwell improved to 9-4 on the 
season and to 2-1 in the Northeast 
8 Conference.

“We were coming off the 
Woodlan game Tuesday night and 
what I thought was a very unin-
spiring defensive performance,” 
explained Thornton of his team’s 
intensity on the other end. “Let’s 
just say they wore their track shoes 
to practice on Wednesday, and we 
focused on defense,” he said with 
a twinkle in his eye.

They got the message.
“We talked about energy,” he 

continued. “Tuesday night, we 
didn’t have it; tonight, we had it.”

Seemingly every time an 
increasingly wide-eyed DeKalb 
player caught a pass, she was 
immediately hit with a double-
team and a tangled thicket of arms 
and legs.

Every pass was contested; 
every shot was hurried and 
harassed.

So strong was Norwell’s defen-
sive performance that DeKalb 
actually had more turnovers (25) 
than points (22).

The night was typified by what 
Thornton called “the defensive 
play of the game” with 3:02 left 
in the contest and Norwell already 
leading by 16 points. DeKalb, 
inbounding into the backcourt 
from the side, threw the ball into 
the corner. Vanessa Rosswurm 
leaped high in the air to tip the ball 
away from its intended receiver 
out of bounds.

But before it could land, and 
falling out of bounds herself with 
no one to get it to, Rosswurm had 
the presence of mind to tip it right 
back off the leg of the DeKalb 
player out of bounds.

Norwell ball.
“You remember, he (DeKalb 

coach Noah Stuckey) called an 
immediate timeout,” said Thorn-
ton. “That is just so deflating, you 
can’t let something like that go 
without trying to get them settled 
down.”

Not that it mattered.
DeKalb, which only scored two 

points in the game’s last 10:34, 
never scored again.

But Norwell was a Jekyll-and-
Hyde team Saturday night.

As good as it was on defense, 
on offense it couldn’t throw the 
ball into the ocean from a boat.

The Knights hit on just one of 
their first 11 shots and two of their 
first 15. Jada Dale got both field 
goals, one on a rebound putback of 
her own missed three, the other on 

a steal and runout layup.
They missed their first nine 

shots in the second quarter — and 
their first 10 in the fourth.

The final numbers were 15-67 
for a woeful .224 shooting per-
centage and an extremely unchar-
acteristic 3-33 (.091) from behind 
the arc.

“But we took 31 more shots 
than they did,” pointed out Thorn-
ton. “That was because of all the 
second and third (and fourth) shots 
we were getting.”

On one sequence in the fourth 
quarter, Norwell got five shots and 
two free throws in the same pos-
session — and came away with no 
points.

“I think maybe we were a lit-
tle out of sorts, playing without 
Ashley (Waldman, who missed 
the game with an injury),” said 

Thornton. “But I was proud of our 
toughness. It’s really easy to drop 
your head when you’re not hitting 
your shots. But I think tonight we 
proved that there’s more than one 
way to win a game. And I’m hop-
ing that this will give us the confi-
dence down the road to know that 
even if we aren’t shooting well, we 
can still get after it on defense.”

Macie Saalfrank led Norwell in 
scoring with 15 points.

Rosswurm added 11 points and 
15 rebounds and Dale 10 points 
and 12 rebounds.

Norwell also won the junior 
varsity contest, 72-21. Joycelynn 
Hogsett-Turner scored 24 points 
for the Knights, and Chloe Comer 
and Carlee Strunk joined her in 
double figures with 13 and 10 
points, respectively.

Daisy Swineford added eight 

points, Haley Williamson (7), 
Eden Nash five, Brielle Foss (3), 
and Elizabeth Dillion (2).

sports@news-banner.com

NORWELL 40, DEKALB 22
At Norwell

DEKALB (8-4, 1-2 NE8): Bree Fordyce 1-3 
1-2 3, Reese Schmidt 2-7 0-0 5, Ashley Cox 
3-11 0-0 6, Abbie Harris 2-7 0-0 5, Grace Pfis-
ter 1-8 0-0 3, Kyla Kjendalen 0-0 0-0 0, Elling-
ton Sparkman 0-0 0-0 0. TOTAL: 9-36 1-2 22.

NORWELL (9-4, 2-1 NE8): Addie Norris 
0-7 0-0 0, Alivia Green 0-4 0-2 0, Macie Saa-
lfrank 6-21 2-2 15, Vanessa Rosswurm 3-11 
5-7 11, Jada Dale 4-15 0-0 10, Ryland Graft 
1-3 0-0 2, Isabella Swineford 1-2 0-0 2, Haley 
Williamson 0-3 0-0 0, Larkin Smith 0-1 0-0 0. 
TOTAL: 15-67 7-11 40.

DeKalb    10    3     7    2    —   22
Norwell     9     9   13    9    —  40
Three-point shooting: DeKalb 3-19 (Schmidt 

1-2, Cox 0-4, Harris 1-6, Pfister 1-7), Norwell 
3-33 (Norris 0-6, Saalfrank 1-13, Rosswurm 
0-3, Dale 2-8, Graft 0-2, Williamson 0-1).  
Rebounds: DeKalb 32 Fordyce 9, Pfister 6, 
Cox 5), Norwell 48 (Rosswurm 15, Dale 12, 
Green 6). Turnovers: DeKalb 25, Norwell 12. 
Personal fouls: DeKalb 10, Norwell 11. Fouled 
Out: None. Technical fouls: None. 

Junior Varsity: Norwell 72, DeKalb 21.
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THINKING OF SELLING?

•ESTATE LIQUIDATION AUCTIONS
•REAL ESTATE

•PERSONAL PROPERTY
•ANTIQUES

•FARM MACHINERY
•FARM GROUND

LET MY
35 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE

WORK FOR YOU!

AU19500212 • AC30500053

260.273.8294 • STEFFENGRP.COM

YOUR SMILE. 
OUR PASSION. 

EVERY TIME.

family dentistry

(260) 622-4138
www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

Accepting many new insurance plans 
including Humana and United Healthcare. 
Always accepting new patients. Please call 

today to schedule an appointment.

High School Calendar
MONDAY, DEC 23
WRESTLING: Bluffton at ECIC Tournament at Jay County, 

9 a.m.

Norwell's Jada Dale, right, reaches for a loose ball after battling for possession with DeKalb's Kyla Kjendalen dur-
ing the first half of Saturday night's NE8 Conference game at Norwell. The Knights picked up a 40-22 win over the 
Barons. (Photo by Chad Kline)

Tiger boys fall at home in tight contest vs. Railroaders

Knights’ defense leads 
charge in win over Barons

By RYAN WALKER
MONROE — Bluffton’s domi-

nant 70-33 win over Adams Cen-
tral puts the Tigers one step further 
in the driver’s seat in the ACAC 
Conference.

The No. 11 Tigers (13-1, 
4-0 ACAC) muscled their way 
through the struggling 2-10 Jets 
(1-4 ACAC) to remain as the only 
undefeated team left in the confer-
ence. 

This contest was expected to be 
a no contest, and that was proven 
within the first few minutes. The 
Tigers jumped out to a 7-0 lead 
when the Jets needed a timeout 
with barely two minutes gone by. 
Then, the lead grew to a 24-0 edge 
before the first Jets’ point from 
of a free throw at the 52-second 
mark. The advantage went 25-1 
by the end of the first with five 
different Bluffton players scoring.

Head coach Doug Curtis 
planned on mixing up player rota-
tions defensively at some point but 
stuck with his starting five because 
of how well they were playing. In 

the second quarter, he checked in 
some of his bench, including an 
attempt to bring up a junior varsity 
member, but ended up changing 
the game drastically.

The Jets chucked up triples one 
after another, nailing five of them 
in the second quarter. Ava Staf-
ford hit the first one with 5:04 left, 
which was also the Jets’ first bas-
ket made. Then, Tenley Hendricks 
and Kate Fisher hit a total of four 
more. The end result was Adams 
Central winning the period 15-10, 
but still down by 19 points at half-
time.

“I thought maybe we had a lit-
tle bit of a letdown in the second,” 
Curtis said. “Not that they weren’t 
hustling or playing hard, but it’s 
just you’re playing with different 
people. And that’s one reason I’ve 
tried to start a bunch of different 
lineups this year, is I want every-
body to be playing with different 
people so we can get that down. 
But obviously, that’s still a work in 
progress.”

The halftime adjustment went 

much smoother, and the Tigers 
continued its regularly scheudled 
style of basketball.

Bluffton outscored Adams 
Central 25-17 for the rest of the 
game, never having a real threat 
of losing. It’s 37-point win was the 
eighth time the team has won by 
30 or more points this season, not 
including other 20-point victories.

Isabella Stout led the charge 
for Bluffton with 24 points, her 
eighth 20-point game this season. 
Konley Ault put up 15 points, 
while Maryn Schreiber netted a 
double-double with 12 points and 
10 rebounds.

The team’s 72.4 points per 
game average is still second-best 
in the state regardless of class. 
Although there have been several 
scorers on Bluffton’s court, none 
have been more impressive than 
Stout.

Last season, Stout averaged 
13.2 points per game. Through an 
off-season and summer’s worth of 
hard work, she’s over 20 per con-
test this year and soaring as an all-

around scorer.
Curtis said that ever since the 

end of the last season, she’s been 
on a misson to become more ver-
sitile.

Over the summer, Curtis had 
her playing AAU basketball with 
a coach he knew and worked on 
her offensive game. After her fall 
golf season, Stout got to work on 
her weaknesses and it’s starting to 
pay off. 

Curtis shared that he watched 
her practice on the first day of 
open gym to observe her priori-
ties. Stout continued to build up 
what her and Curtis talked about at 
the end of last season. It includes 
more of an outside shooting game, 
which she has taken to the next 
level. More specifically, her three-
point shooting game has gone up 
from 19% to 34% 

“She’s in there the very first 
open gym, working her tail off at 
every level and you’re seeing that 
in the game,” Curtis said. “She can 
get to the line, she can get to the 
rim, she can shoot three.”

Bluffton will take a break head-
ing into the new year and will next 
play at Bellmont on Jan. 4.

Bluffton won the junior varsity 
contest 59-21. Kamryn Ault led 
the Tigers with 14 points, Isla Gib-
son 13.

BLUFFTON 70, 
ADAMS CENTRAL 33

At Adams Central
BLUFFTON (13-1, 4-0 ACAC): Isabella 

Stout 8-15 6-7 24, Konley Ault 5-9 5-7 15, 
Maryn Schreiber 5-9 2-2 12, Tressa Renner 
3-4 0-0 7, Khloe Dick 2-4 1-2 6, Kamryn Ault 
1-2 0-0 2, Sophie Eisenhut 1-2 0-0 2, Mady-
son Sonnigsen 1-4 0-0 2, Grace Fry 0-1 0-0 
0, Isla Gibson 0-0 0-0 0, Madelyn Funk 0-0 
0-0 0, Marly Drayer 0-1 0-0 0. TOTALS: 26-51 
14-18 70.

ADAMS CENTRAL (2-10, 1-4 ACAC): 
Kate Fisher 15 points, Ava Stafford 8, Tenley 
Hendricks 6, Ellie Ogg 2, Lila Ringger 2, Izzy 
Isch 0, Demi Landis 0, Myla Ellenbarger. 
TOTAL 33.

Bluffton    25   10   23   12 —  70
A. Central  1    15   10    7  —  33
Three-point Shooting: Bluffton 4-16 (Stout 

2-6, Renner 1-2, Dick 1-3, Ka. Ault 0-1, Sonnig-
sen 0-3, Fry 0-1), Adams Central 8 made (Fish-
er 5, Hendricks 2, Stafford). Rebounds: Bluffton 
40 (Schreiber 10, Renner 9, Eisehut 4, Sonnig-
sen 4, Ka. Ault 3, Ko. Ault 3, Stout 3, Drayer 2, 
Dick 2), Adams Central 12 (Fisher 3, Stafford 3, 
Ringger 2, Ellenberger 1, Isch 1, Hendricks 1, 
Ogg 1). Turnovers: Bluffton 12, Adams Central 
20. Fouls: Bluffton 5, Adams Central 14. Fouled 
Out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: 59-21 Bluffton.

Tigers inch closer to ACAC dream, take down Jets


