
Local/Area
 Obituaries. . . . . . . . . 3
 Police Notebook. . . .3

Opinion
Carrie Penrod  . . . . .4

Also...
Sports. . . . . . . . . . . .8
Classifieds . . . . . . . .7
Diversions . . . . . . . .6

Vol. 96 No. 39

WEDNESDAY
December 18, 2024

Outside

 Today Thursday Friday
 High 39 High 36 High 35
   Low 26 Low 29 Low 21

Inside How to contact us:
   Call us: 824-0224

or 1-800-579-7476
  email@news-banner.com

On the Web:

www.news-banner.com
Follow us at:

twitter.com/newsbanner

TRIPLE YOUR IMPACT!
$1 is matched with $2 thanks to a grant 

from Lilly Endowment.

A gift to unrestricted funds at the Wells County 
Foundation provides grants to projects and programs

that make Wells County a great place to live.

Now until December 2025 that gift to
   any unrestricted fund is TRIPLED!

www.wellscountyfound.org
260 824 8620

Chance of rain and snow, 
breezy cold night

More Weather on Page 2

Parlor City Christmas  
at the public library

Sp
or

ts Tiger, Knight girls 
win in basketball

Page 6

A
re

a
St

at
e John Beeks to speak 

at Ossian Rotary
Page 3

Page 5

News-BannerThe
www.News-Banner.com

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2024 BLUFFTON, INDIANA • Wells County’s Hometown Connection $1.00

Online
Follow us on Facebook!

Go to www.facebook.com/
newsbanner
—————

Place Your Classified
Ads 24/7

Township budget disagreements continue
By HOLLY GASKILL

Though no action was taken on 
the budget or fire protection Tues-
day, township officials continue to 
disagree on how to handle finan-
cial matters. 

The advisory board reconvened 
Tuesday evening as a continuation 
of their Nov. 11 meeting where 
the board could not approve their 
minutes and several financial con-

siderations. At that meeting, board 
member Tim Baker also accused 
Trustee Larry Heckber of illegal 
activity in submitting an earlier 
approved version of the 2025 bud-
get. 

Baker revisited the discussion 
on Tuesday, saying that Heckber 
had turned in what he wanted, 
not what was approved. Baker 
also stated he met with township 

attorney Tony Crowell but did 
not specify what Crowell had said 
about the matter.

Heckber refuted claims he had 
done anything wrong, saying he 
had submitted the budget as had 
been approved by the board with 
an agreement for fire protection 
with the town of Ossian. Both 
versions included the same totals 
but varied between line items. 

Because the township will pay 
a biannual lump sum, Heckber 
maintained that the individual line 
items were unimportant. 

Board member David Haiflich 
used this as a further argument that 
it would not have mattered that the 
township’s budget differed from 
the fire agreement. “So you could 
have used ours but refused to?” he 
questioned.

“Because your items do not 
line up with the town of Ossian,” 
Heckber responded, again refer-
ring to the budget approved in the 
fire agreement. 

The board also took no action 
on a request from the Ossian 
Volunteer Fire Department to 
encumber $10,920.38 from this 
year’s budget to pay for turnout 

Southern Wells celebrates 
Roush’s service on board

By CHET 
BAUMGARTNER

When Chad Roush first 
joined the Southern Wells 
School Board, two of his 
children attended the dis-
trict.

This year, his grandson 
began kindergarten — and 
Roush completed his nearly 
11-year tenure as a member.

Starting in January, he 
will only attend meetings as 
a grandparent.

“I’m going to miss it, but 
I don’t think I’ll be running 
again,” said Roush.

As a farewell, Board 
President Todd Fiech-
ter asked him to make 
the motion to adjourn the 
board’s regular meeting 
Tuesday.

“He has not held back in 
his passion to make South-
ern Wells succeed,” Fiech-
ter said as he recognized 
the most veteran member 
of the board, who was last 
elected in 2020. “We both 
care deeply for Southern 
Wells. I know he’s put in a 
lot of hours and taken a lot 
of grief. He’s served this 
school well.”

Fellow board mem-
bers Andrew Pursifull and 
Delora Schneider likewise 
lauded Roush. Pursifull, for 
instance, said he and Roush 
didn’t always agree, but 
they always ended every 
conversation on good terms.

Schneider thanked Roush 
for always encouraging her 
to speak her mind, even 
when she thought differently 
than other board members.

After the meeting — as 
staff and members enjoyed 
Roush’s favorite des-
sert, cherry delight — the 
51-year-old farmer reflect-
ed on more than a decade 

of votes and discussions, 
including his proudest 
accomplishment: maintain-
ing and repairing the dis-
trict’s buildings primarily 
through the school’s budget 
and not through heavy bor-
rowing.

Roush also lauded the 
school’s staff, recognizing 
that people attend Southern 
Wells because of them.

He described his time on 
the board as “great,” though 
not always “good.”

“I’ve learned a lot,” he 
said.

Roush chose not to run 
again earlier this year. Greg-
gory Vanover will fill the 
Jackson Township seat start-
ing in January.

“I hope Greg cares as 
much for Southern Wells as 
Chad does,” Fiechter said.

In other business, board 
members:

• Approved pay raises 
for the district’s classified 
staff. Most will receive a 
4% increase, Superintendent 
Trent Lehman said, while 
several will receive an 8% 
raise to ensure they earn a 
salary comparable to those 
who work the same posi-
tions at schools in surround-
ing counties.

• Honored the high 
school band members and 
their parents after the band 
received the Larry Reed 
Memorial Spirit Award in 
October. The band earned 
the trophy while partici-
pating in Decatur’s annual 
Calithumpian parade and 
“exemplifying discipline 
and enthusiasm,” band 
instructor and music teach-
er Mike Haigh said. Haigh 
said he knew Reed, and he 
“broke down” into tears 

The Southern Wells School Board celebrated outgoing member Chad Roush during their board 
meeting Tuesday evening. He served on the board for nearly 11 years. Pictured, from left, are 
board members Todd Fiechter, Roush, Delora Schneider and Andrew Pursifull. (Photos by Chet 
Baumgartner)

Southern Wells Corporate Treasurer Lora Warner chats with 
board member Chad Roush Tuesday after his last school 
board meeting. Roush, who chose not to run for re-election, 
has served on the board for almost 11 years, and the district 
held a reception after the meeting to recognize his tenure.

Roush Park, alley paving 
bids reviewed by board
By JONATHAN SNYDER

Bids for two projects 
were heard by the Board of 
Public Works and Safety 
Tuesday.

The Board of Works 
heard bids for improve-
ments to Roush Park and 
alley paving. Brooks Con-
struction had the low bid 
for Roush Park improve-
ments at $411,392. Other 
bids from DC Construction, 
E&B Paving and Wayne 
Asphalt ranged from about 

$50,000 to $100,000 over 
Brooks’ bid. Parks Depart-
ment Superintendent Bran-
dy Fiechter will review each 
bid and recommend one at 
the board’s Dec. 19 special 
meeting.

Brooks also had the low 
bid for alley paving respon-
sibilities, with their bid 
totaling $243,334. DC’s bid 
was over $100,000 more, 
and Wayne bid $373,900 
total. Street Department 
Commissioner Tim Simp-

son will review the three 
bids and will recommend 
one on Dec. 19.

The board also approved 
expanding Lexipol’s servic-
es for the Fire Department 
and other civil government 
employees. Lexipol current-
ly looks into Police Depart-
ment policies and ensures 
they are up to code with 
Indiana standards. 

Lexipol will now offer 
policy services for fire and 

(Continued on Page 3)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

Christmas with the Carolers
The Wells County Chamber of Commerce’s quarterly luncheon featured the musical 
styles of, left to right, Ryan Bertsch, Chet Baumgartner, Darren Drayer and Matt Dray-
er. The group sang a variety of carols and worship songs at Lighted Gardens Tuesday. 
(Photo by Holly Gaskill)

City approves incremental 
electric rate increase 

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Increases to electricity rates over the next 

five years were approved by the Common 
Council Tuesday.

In reaction to recent federal regulations 
the city’s electric provider, Wolverine Power 
Cooperative, announced that their rates will 
increase in 2030. 

The approved increases by the city intend 
to help give slow growth, rather than having 
rates jump by the estimated 6-7% in 2030. 
Additionally, the funds raised intend to help 
further stall rate increases by collecting rev-
enues in a slush fund.

The rates will start at $3.90 per meter per 
month and $0.097 per kilowatt hour for the 
first 500 kilowatt hours for residential ser-
vices in 2025, which will increase to $4.50 
per meter per month and $0.109 for the first 
500 KWH hours in 2029. Commercial ser-
vices rates will start at $7.75 per meter per 
month and $0.117 per KWH for the first 
500 KWH in 2025, increasing to $8.80 per 
meter per month and $0.132 per KWH for 
the first 500 KWH in 2029.

“I think it’s good that we are trying to 
plan ahead so the rate payer doesn’t get 
crushed,” Council member Josh Hunt said. 
“We have a large change in wholesale elec-
tric buying … I don’t know what’s really 
going to happen but it’s better to plan ahead 
than to react.”

The council also signed an ordinance 
that allows the city to enter into build, 
operate and transfer (BOT) agreements. 
These agreements allow a private entity 
to build and operate a larger scale project, 
in hopes to recoup their investment or 
turn a profit, then give the facility over to 
the city after a set amount of years. Coun-
cil member Scott Mentzer clarified that 
no BOT transfer proposals have come 
before the council. The council does not 
intend to replace the traditional request 
for the proposal process they currently 
use for projects

“It basically moves the responsibility 
for completion of all the tasks under-
neath the developer,” Mentzer said. 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Southern Wells

Township budget Weather
Wednesday, December 18, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:33 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 43; Low: 33; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.91  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast
Today: A chance of rain and snow before 10 a.m., then a 

chance of snow between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Cloudy, with a 
high near 39. Light and variable wind becoming northwest 
5 to 10 mph in the morning. Chance of precipitation is 50%.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 26. North-
west wind 5 to 10 mph becoming light west after midnight. 

Thursday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 36. Calm 
wind becoming south around 5 mph in the afternoon. 

Thursday Night: A 50% chance of snow, mainly after 
1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 29. South wind 
around 5 mph. 

Friday: A 50% chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 35.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 21.
Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 30.
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 15.
Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 28.
Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 16.

gear at the beginning of 
2025. While not an addi-
tional appropriation for the 
department, Baker argued 
it was inappropriate for the 
department to expend those 
funds outside of the calen-
dar year. 

Even so, Heckber noti-
fied the board that he did 
not require their permission 
to encumber the funds and 
would do so if the equip-
ment did not arrive before 
the end of the year.

Ossian Town Council 
member Jeff Kemper clari-
fied that Fire Chief Ben 
Fenstermaker often makes 
this purchase at the end of 
the year for the best price 
and use of the budget. “And 
because Ben is responsible 
with your money and push-
es it (the purchase) so it’s 
cheaper to buy, and it passes 
the calendar date, you’re not 
going to honor your word?” 

Baker said the township 
had honored its financial 
commitment, but Ossian 
Town Council member 
Dennis Ealing interject-
ed that Jefferson Town-
ship would fall short of its 
financial commitment by 
roughly $11,000. Board 

member AJ Springer con-
firmed this. 

“That’s right,” Baker then 
said. “And they needed to 
spend it by the end of the 
year.” 

In response, Ealing ques-
tioned why the township had 
encumbered funds in prior 
years if Baker felt this way 
now. “Because it was a dif-
ferent deal — you wanted 
to change the agreement,” 
Baker replied. 

Though Heckber intends 
to encumber the funds if 
needed, he read a statement 
describing the situation and 
his feelings following the 
discussion. 

“I find it absolutely 
deplorable that Tim and 
David would try and deny 
the volunteer fire depart-
ment $10,920 of the $79,000 
2024 budget approved,” 
Heckber read. “I hope in 
2025 you find a way around 
the hatred you have for me, 
Ben Fenstermaker, the town 
of Ossian and the volunteer 
fire department, and do the 
job you were elected to do 
— represent all of Jefferson 
Township.”

“There’s no hatred,” 
Baker responded. 

Heckber appealed to the 

small audience to support 
his statement, and resident 
Troy Eschenbacher replied, 
“Are you insinuating that the 
hatred is one-sided, though? 
Because there has been 
hatred from all sides and it 
seems very childish to sit 
here and say it’s just the two 
of them. Anybody who has 
participated in this all year 
knows that that’s not true.” 

Heckber pulled back on 
his claim, saying “hatred” 
was possibly too strong a 
word.

“Well I’m sorry you feel 
like it’s animosity toward 
you guys,” Baker later 
stated. “I mean, we’re here 
to conduct township busi-
ness, and if we feel like this 
is what the township needs, 
that’s what we vote on.” 

Heckber later added, “I 
hope next year that we’ve 
worked through some of 
this. We’ve done a lot of 
good things this year … 
There’ve been big chang-
es this year, but I’m still 
proud of you guys as a 
board because you are very 
knowledgeable. You’re 
probably one of the most 
knowledgeable boards 
because you review this 
stuff … So I do appreci-

ate you. I thank you for the 
job that you’ve done this 
year.”

The board 3-0 approved 
two items continued from 
their Dec. 11 meeting — 
their Oct. 17 meeting min-
utes and end-of-year trans-
fers to balance the budget. 
Baker hesitated to approve 
the transfers, saying Heck-
ber may have a shortfall 
for salaries at the end of the 
year. However, he conclud-
ed, “It’s going to be up to 
him (Heckber) to figure out 
how to pay it.”

Eschenbacher also asked 
about a previously dis-
cussed budget issue with 
cemetery maintenance, 
and Baker explained that 
$12,000 had been spent for 
the $8,000 line item. Baker 
said it wasn’t an issue, but 
he had requested clarifica-
tion on how that money was 
spent. 

Heckber also notified the 
board that $6,687 had been 
taken out in an audit.

The board will meet 
for their first meeting of 
the year at 5:30 p.m. on 
Jan. 5 at the central office 
for Norwell Community 
Schools.

holly@news-banner.com

when he learned that his 
band had earned this honor, 
the equivalent of first place 
in the competition. The band 
has not participated for more 
than a decade, but Haigh 
said he participated this 
year in honor of Michael 
McBride, another friend 
who died.

• Honored the high 
school and elementary sec-
retaries as part of the board’s 
“Spotlight on Raider Suc-
cess” portion of the meeting.

• Approved a fundraising 
request for a basketball mini 
cheer camp.

• Accepted donations 
from Champion Homes and 
Calvary Lutheran Church.

• Approved an annual 
$100 stipend for staff mem-
bers who use cell phones for 
school-related business.

• Approved a natural gas 
cooperative agreement with 
Maverick Energy and the 
East Central Education Ser-
vices Center Cooperative. 
The agreement will save the 
school an estimated $2,000 
to $4,000 through decreased 
natural gas costs, Lehman 

said. He also said that he 
spoke with officials at area 
schools and that he sees no 
down side to switching.

• Accepted Walker-
Hughes’ bid to provide lia-
bility insurance for the dis-
trict. Lehman said the com-
pany provided the lowest 
bid of the three submitted.

• Approved accepting 
Jason Mitten to complete 
his student teaching under 
art teacher Sara Scott dur-
ing second semester of the 
school year.

• Approved splitting 
junior high head-coaching 
stipends so the district can 
hire two assistant coaches to 
replace one of the two head 
coaches for the track team.

• Congratulated corpora-
tion treasurer Lisa Warner, 
who completed 100 hours of 
training to earn her certifica-
tion as a chief business offi-
cer from the Indiana Asso-
ciation of School Business 
Officers.

Board members will meet 
again at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 14, in the high school’s 
library and media center.

newsroom@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Electric rate increase
“And eliminates a lot of 
the potential change order 
activity that we see today 
in projects. The developer 
would see a RFP (request 
for proposal), they would 
make a bid against the 
RFP and then they would 
be responsible for fulfill-
ing the entire RFP regard-
less of change orders. 
They own the project, and 
then after they complete 
the project they transfer 
it.”

Mentzer cited the poten-
tial of a new community 
pool as a project they could 
enter into a BOT agreement 
for and that BOT agree-
ments could lead to more 
flexibility with contractor 
selection. City Attorney 

Tony Crowell stated that 
BOT agreements also allow 
the city to make requests for 
information. 

Additionally, a pro-
posal for additional com-
pensation during holiday 
hours was submitted by 
911 Director Mike Mill-
er. Because of the dis-
patch center ’s 24-hour 
operation and shortstaff-
ing, Miller proposed that 
employees be given a 
lump sum of extra pay for 
holiday hours at the end 
of the year, in addition to 
an extra holiday for the 
department.

Whi le  the  counc i l 
seemed agreeable to extra 
compensation for holiday 
employees, they acknowl-
edged that every public 

safety department should 
be included in any propos-
als. They were also hesi-
tant about the extra holi-
day. 

Council member Rick 
Elwell additionally advised 
that a review of paid time 
off for the public safety 
sector is slated for January, 
and wanted to see those 
discussions looped into the 
review process. The matter 
was continued until Janu-
ary.

Fund t ransfers  for 
the Fire Department and 
Parks Department were 
also approved by the 
Council. 

Fire Chief Don Craig 
requested a $2,500 trans-
fer from his overtime line 
item to the repair and 

maintenance line items 
to cover invoices from 
LabTech software, which 
has increased their scope to 
offer timesheet services for 
the department. 

Fiechter requested a 
transfer of $16,700 from a 
combination of the depart-
ment’s travel, utilities, 
repair and maintenance 
and equipment line item to 
their capital improvement 
Fund to help with paying 
for improvements to Roush 
Park.

Furthermore, the council 
and Mayor John Whicker 
approved Mentzer, Hunt, 
Elwell, Sarah Reed and 
Chandler Gerber for the 
Redevelopment Commis-
sion in 2025. 

jonathan@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and 

Ossian Journal publishes 
“basic” obituaries free of 
charge for “local” deaths. 
“Basic” obituaries will include 
the deceased’s name, age, com-
munity of record, date and 
place of death, basic genealogi-
cal information, the date, time 
and location of calling hours 
and services and the name of 
the funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional information 
and/or a photo is desired to be 
included, or if the deceased 
does not meet the definitions 
of a “local” person, there is a 
charge.

Area funeral homes will 
provide details on the policy 
and will coordinate obituary 
publication. 

Police Notebook

Jerold “Jerry” Dillon, 80
Jerold “Jerry” Louis Dillon, 80, 

of Bluffton, passed away Friday 
morning, Dec. 13, 2024, at his 
residence.

Jerry was born in Fort Wayne 
on Feb. 29, 1944, to Earl G. and 
Esther M. (Meyer) Dillon. He mar-
ried Cynthia “Cindy” J. Cole in 
Columbus, OH, on July 12, 1964; 
she survives. 

A 1963 graduate of Bluffton 
High School, Jerry went on to 
graduate from International Bar-
ber College in 1964. Jerry started out his career as a 
barber in Bluffton but later took an outdoor job with 
NIPSCO, which he did for 30 years until taking early 
retirement due to an injury. 

Jerry was an Eagle Scout and loved the outdoors, 
especially hiking, canoeing and fishing. He served 
the community through being a member of the Bluff-
ton Optimist Club and Jaycees. He was a long-time 
member of the First Church of Christ in Bluffton, 
where he enjoyed teaching the youth and serving as 
an elder. 

In addition to his wife, Jerry is survived by two 
daughters, Dianna (Jay) Foley of Springdale, Arizona, 
and Kimberly (Jeff) Higginbottom of Bluffton; a sister, 
Joann Payne of rural Ossian; 12 grandchildren, Gloria 
(Devon) Pike, Robin Higginbottom, Veronica Eiken-
berry, Esther (Matthew) Wilcox, Dillon Higginbottom, 
Samuel Higginbottom, Beatrice Higginbottom, Tobias 
Higginbottom, Sarah Goldfain, Heather Foley, Cayley 
Foley and Jessica Fletcher; seven great-grandchildren, 
Ella Goldfain, Brendan Goldfain, Madailen Goldfain, 
Ember Eikenberry, Luna Eikenberry, Alister Fletcher 
and Fenris Fletcher; along with a foster great-grand-
son.

Aside from his parents, Jerry was preceded in death 
by a brother, Thomas Dillon; a brother-in-law, Ron 
Payne; two sisters-in-law, Bonnie Wolfer and Liz Cole; 
and mother-in-law, Frances M. Barber.

Visitation will be from noon until 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 21, 2024, at Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial 
Chapel in Bluffton, followed immediately by a funeral 
service at 3 p.m. Pastor Jay Foley will officiate. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the First 
Church of Christ of Bluffton “Generations Fund”.

Online condolences may be shared at www.goodwin-
caleharnish.com.

Lowell H. Hartman, 88
Lowell H. Hartman, 88, of Berne, passed away at his 

daughter’s residence on Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. 
Lowell was born in Jay County to Ralph and Violet 

(Zigler) Hartman on July 30, 1936. Lowell married Janet 
(Piqune) Hartman on May 19, 1956, in Jay County. 

Survivors include his wife of 68 years, Janet Hartman 
of Berne; children, Robert (Joy) Hartman of Winston 
Salem, North Carolina, Thomas (Kim) Hartman of Berne,  
Susan Heyerly of Bluffton, and Laura Michael of Bluff-
ton; seven grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; 
siblings, Eva Coleman, Thurl Hartman; and sister-in-law, 
Donna Hartman.

Lowell was preceded in death by his parents, Ralph 
and Violet Hartman; brothers, DeWayne, Charles, Ray-
mond, Marvin, John and Allen Dean Hartman; sister, 
Karen Matney; and a great-grandchild.

Friends and family may gather to share and remem-
ber on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, at Downing & Glancy 
Funeral Home located at 100 N Washington St. Geneva 
IN 46740, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. A funeral service will 
begin at 1 p.m. with Pastor David Cox officiating. A buri-
al will follow at Gravel Hill Cemetery in Bryant, Indiana.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Downing & 
Glancy Funeral Home in Geneva, Indiana.

Daniel Craig Devine, 65
Daniel Craig Devine, 65, of Greenwood was called 

home to spend eternity with his Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, on Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. 

Funeral arrangements are pending at this time with 
the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton.

OBITUARIES

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnos
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2024

2883 E State Road 124, Blu� ton, IN 46714
(260) 824-4929

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready for 
Fall & Winter. 

Call and Schedule a 
Check Up Today!
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At its regular weekly 
meeting on Thursday, Dec. 
19, Ossian Rotary will host 
John Beeks to speak about 
the new Par and Below Golf 
Simulator.

John and Laura Beeks 
live in Wells County. With 
a back ground in skilled 
trades/engineering/project 
management, John man-
ages the facilities at a local 
manufacturing plant called 
AAM.

The couple recently 
started a golf simulator busi-
ness called Par and Below 
in Bluffton with business 

partners Craig and Kylie 
Cantwell. It is located at 
927 N Main St. in Bluffton 
across from Wendy’s restau-
rant.

Their main reason for 
opening this business is to 
offer the community some-
thing fun to do in the winter. 
Par and Below offers five 
bays of golfing with state-
of-the-art technology that 
allows golfers to immerse 
themselves in real life golf-
ing situations. The simulator 
allows a golfer to actually 
feel like he or she is stand-
ing on one of thousands of 

different golf courses hitting 
real shots.

Staffed from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m., seven days a week 
from October to April, this 
business is considered to 
be seasonal, but depending 
on the interest, may pos-
sibly be open some in the 
summer months, or Friday 
and Saturday evenings if 
interest is there. Availabil-
ity for special occasions 
like birthday, corporate 
and wedding parties is also 
available.

Anyone is welcome to 
attend Ossian Rotary this 

Thursday morning, at 7:30 
at First Baptist Church 
of Ossian, 1001 Dehner 
Drive for this program. 
Please note that if Nor-
well Schools has a weather 
delay or cancellation due 
to weather, Ossian Rotary 
will cancel its meeting for 
that day.

Also, Ossian Rotary will 
not meet Dec. 26 or Jan. 2, 
due to holidays.

For more information, 
please contact Matthew 
Gullion, Ossian Rotary 
President, at mwgullion@
gmail.com.

Ossian Rotary will hear from John Beeks, 
owner of Par and Below Golf Simulator

INCIDENTS
City:
Monday, 8:02 p.m., Pak 

A Sak North. Child report-
edly stole something, out of 
control. 

Tuesday, 12:45 p.m., 
Walmart. Parking problem, 
vehicle in lot for several 
days.

Tuesday, 1:08 p.m., 
Walmart. Report of harass-
ment. 

County:
Monday, 12:18 p.m., 

2700 W Market Street, Lib-
erty Center. Report a busi-
ness Facebook hack, caller 

concerned about sensitive 
information linked to the 
account. 

Tuesday, 6:34 a.m., C.R. 
200 N and S.R. 116, Bluff-
ton. Car vs. deer. 

Tuesday, 7:59 a.m., Jeff 
Road and S.R. 3, Warren. 
Car vs. deer. Deer eutha-
nized by officer, permit 
issued. 

ACCIDENTS
City:
Monday, 4:03 p.m., S.R. 

1 at Monroe Street. Aidan 
Brewster, 19, Geneva, was 
stopped at the intersection 
light, driving a 2006 Volvo 

S60, and proceeded when 
the light turned green. The 
vehicle in front of the Volvo, 
a 2021 Kia K5 driven by 
Cheyenne S. Harris, 30, 
Bluffton, then stopped and 
the Volvo rear-ended the 
Kia. Harris said the vehi-
cle in front of her had also 
stopped. Damage exceeded 
$1,000. 

Tuesday, 1:26 p.m., 
Dustman Road at S.R. 1. 
A witness reported a crash 
from a 2016 Ford F150 
that reportedly hit a curb 
and then a stopped 2003 
Ford Focus driven by 

Juliann Gamble, 65, Fort 
Wayne. Linda L. Ogle, 79, 
Poneto, was found driving 
the F150 with correspond-
ing damage, but denied 
hitting the Ford Focus. 
Damage did not exceed 
$1,000.

County:
Tuesday, 1:30 a.m., 

S.R. 116 near C.R. 100 N, 
Bluffton. Sawyer V. Reyn-
olds, 38, Bluffton, was 
driving a 2014 Chrysler 
Town and Country south-
east on S.R. 116 and struck 
a deer. Damage exceeded 
$2,500.

government, as well as use 
their grant services pro-
gram to get help in finding 
and writing grants. A well-
ness app is also available 
for current and retired gov-
ernment employees along 
with their families.

The services will have a 
one time charge of $18,259 
and a $21,432 annual fee, 
with a portion paid by the 
fire territory.

The board also approved 
a water leak adjustment for 
Katie Brindle in the 400 
block of West Washington 
Street. Brindle reported that 
a leak underneath the home 
and away from sewer infra-
structure was thought to 
be repaired in October, but 
further leaks were apparent 
in bills. The leak has been 
fixed and the board com-
pensated Brindle for half of 
the excess charge over her 
average bills for August, 
September and October, 
and fully credited her on the 
sewer portion of the bill. 

A discussion on coverage 

for yard repair in the 200 
block of East Central Ave-
nue was heard by the board, 
but no action was taken. Tim 
Garrett had a sewage line 
blockage that forced repairs, 
in addition to a water line 
replacement due to lead in 
the pipes. Garrett asked the 
board where the responsi-
bilities lie between city and 
homeowner for these types 
of repairs. 

Board member Scott 
Mentzer said that tradi-
tionally, the homeowner is 
responsible for any work 
done from the meter set to 
the home. Unfortunately 
for Garrett, his sewer main 
was located across the street 
from his home, leading to 
multiple cuts in the street to 
repair the lines.

While the board was 
sympathetic, they also noted 
that any coverage for Gar-
rett would set an uncom-
fortable precedent in future 
cases. Additionally, Simpson 
reported that asphalt plants 
have shut down for the 
winter season, and the road 

would need coal patching 
before any asphalt replace-
ment. Simpson will head 
to Garrett’s residence for 
estimates on any additional 
costs for road work.

Additionally, Fiechter 
reported that materials for 
work on phase two of the 
interurban trail project were 
$6,427.15 less than expected. 
A transfer of funds for Fiech-
ter was also approved by the 
board, with $350 going to 
their Medical Insurance line 
item to cover rate increases 
and $2,700 going to their 
Garage, Motor and Operating 
Supplies line item to cover 
the purchase of chemical sup-
plies for the pool. The funds 
were moved from Salaries, 
Other Supplies and Repair 
and Maintenance line items.

The board also approved 
the sale of a 2001 Ford 
Explorer, currently used 
as a command vehicle for 
the Fire Department. Lib-
erty Center’s Fire Depart-
ment offered $1,500 for the 
vehicle, which has approxi-
mately 110,000 miles on it. 

Fire Chief Don Craig said 
that the vehicle has had sev-
eral problems and repairs 
done to it and were trying to 
replace this vehicle over the 
past few years.

“I had Liberty Center 
Fire Department come to 
me,” Craig said. “Their cur-
rent command vehicle is in 
even worse shape than mine. 
I said, ‘You don’t want it 
(the vehicle).’ They said, 
‘Yes we do.’”

Dispatchers Kimberly 
Noble and Savanah Brown-
ing along with animal con-
trol officers Kyle Morphew 
and Tina Morris were given 
raises by the board. Craig 
also requested that Land-
on Eads become the Fire 
Department’s new training 
officer at the start of 2025 on 
recommendation from the 
command staff, which was 
approved. 

The board also paid a 
$112,519 SRF payment 
request to Inliner Solutions 
for their sewer lining and 
repair work.

jonathan@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Roush Park, alley paving

O n  M o n -
day, Dec. 16, 
2024, the Adams 
County Sheriff’s 
Office received 
a tip regarding 
the possible loca-
tion of a stolen 
vehicle in north-
ern rural Adams 
County.

D e p u t i e s 
responded to the 
location, where 
GPS tracking indicated 

the stolen vehi-
c le  might  be 
found. 

U p o n  c o n -
d u c t i n g  a 
knock-and-talk 
at the address, 
deputies discov-
ered a total of 
10 stolen vehi-
cles.

Timothy G. 
Walden, 47, of 
r u r a l  A d a m s 

County was arrested at the 

scene and is currently being 
held at the Adams County 
Jail.

T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
remains ongoing, and addi-
tional updates will be pro-
vided as new information 
becomes available.

If you have any infor-
mation related to this 
case or other suspected 
stolen property, please 
contact the Adams Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office at 
260.724.5345.

Adams County Sheriff’s Office arrests 
one in connection to stolen vehicles

Timothy 
G. Walden
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By The Associated Press
Today is Wednesday, Dec. 18, the 353rd day of 

2024. There are 13 days left in the year.
Today in history: On Dec. 18, 2019, the U.S. House 

impeached President Donald Trump on two charges, 
sending his case to the Senate for trial; the articles of 
impeachment accused him of abusing the power of the 
presidency to investigate rival Joe Biden ahead of the 
2020 election and then obstructing Congress’ investi-
gation. (It was the first of two Trump impeachment tri-
als that would end in acquittal by the Senate.)

Also on this date:
In 1865, the 13th Amendment to the Constitution, 

abolishing slavery, was declared in effect by Secretary 
of State William H. Seward.

In 1892, Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s ballet “The 
Nutcracker” publicly premiered in St. Petersburg, Rus-
sia; although now considered a classic, it received a 
generally negative reception from critics.

In 1957, the Shippingport Atomic Power Station in 
Pennsylvania, the first nuclear facility to generate elec-
tricity in the United States, went on line. (It was taken 
out of service in 1982.)

In 2011, the last convoy of heavily armored U.S. 
troops left Iraq, crossing into Kuwait in darkness in the 
final moments of a nearly nine-year war.

Today in History

Lessons from music 
lessons and recitals

Monday night the nephews, 
George and Whit, had a recital 
for the piano lessons they’ve 
been taking. Both have been too 
embarrassed to let me hear them 
practice at home, so I was look-
ing forward to hearing them play. 
Naturally, I think they’re musical 
geniuses.

Whit did not want to be there. 
I was afraid to make too much 
eye contact with him, lest he flee. 
He gets embarrassed easily and in his defense, 
there were a lot of people there to watch their kids 
preform. Last week George had his tonsils and ade-
noids removed and isn’t feeling the greatest. But 
both of them played fantastically and I could not be 
more proud of them — but let’s be honest, I would 
be proud of them no matter what.

Watching them play reminded me of when I 
first started taking orchestra. Like Whit, I didn’t 
want anyone to hear me practice or watch me play. 
That never really went away. Like a majority of 
the kids at the recital, I made some mistakes — 
couldn’t keep time, lost my place, hit wrong notes, 
skipped notes and sometimes forgot to breathe. But 
I noticed something watching my nephews; that I 
didn’t care what mistakes they made, I didn’t even 
notice them. The pride and love I felt for them 
overshadowed everything else. I made sure to tell 
them both how incredibly proud I was of them and 
how wonderfully they played.

I started playing in the sixth grade, at 11-years-
old. I wanted to play violin or cello, but ended 
up playing viola instead. We had too many violin 
players and I did not want to lug a cello on and 
off the bus. My first ISSMA Solo and Ensemble 
event I played a variation of “Twinkle Twinkle 
Little Star.” I was a nervous wreck, but I played 
and despite whatever mistakes I made, I was given 
a first. And I repeated the torture for the next five 
years. And every year, no matter how unhappy I 
was with my performance (which is ridiculous, 
looking back now, because I only ever got second 
place one time), my mother, grandparents and Aunt 
Treva told me how proud they were of me every 
time. I’m pretty sure I could have butchered every 
note and they still would have been proud of me — 
which is exactly how I feel about the boys.

 Yes, I definitely remember how scared I was 
to play in front of people. As well as how much I 
hated making mistakes (still do). That said, there 
are plenty of other lessons I retained while learning 
how to play an instrument.

If you make a mistake, keep going. Sure, if 
it was a big one, someone probably noticed, but 
you’ll only make it more obvious if you get caught 
up in it. Keep playing no matter what and eventu-
ally, you won’t make that mistake again. Hyper 
focus on it and it will ruin the better parts of your 
performance, or distract you so much you’ll make 
another mistake.

It doesn’t matter if you’re playing louder than 
everyone else if you’re playing wrong. No one 
likes to be loud and wrong. It’s important that you 
know when to lead and when to follow. Practice 
does indeed make perfect, but it’s okay to take 
breaks. A stressed-out mind and body are no good 
to anyone and will open the door for mistakes. 
Stress will also suck the fun out of everything and 
eventually you’ll stop doing what you love.

Sometimes you’ll lose your place on the page. 
There are a lot of notes you need to hit at the right 
moment. Maybe you got hung up on a mistake and 
forgot where you were. Keep playing until you 
find your place. No one will notice unless you stop 
playing. Speaking of losing your place, don’t look 
too far ahead or you’ll lose where you’re at now. A 
little glance at a few future notes is crucial, but if 
you let yourself look too far ahead you’ll get lost.

And remember, the people that love you are 
proud of you no matter what. 

newsroom@news-banner.com

Carrie 
Penrod

The unpardonable transition
The soon-to-expire Biden administration is 

behaving as if an invading foreign power is about 
to take over and the house must be burned down 
to keep the “invaders” from succeeding.

In the past few weeks, the cynicism meter has 
ticked up several notches because of the deci-
sions made by the outgoing president and others 
in his administration. First came the pardons of 
Hunter Biden, and then roughly 1,500 others, 
including a former Pennsylvania judge who used 
his private jail system to incarcerate juveniles, 
pocketing the profits. Pennsylvania Governor 
Josh Shapiro (D) ripped the pardon, saying Biden 
got it “absolutely wrong” in what has been called 
a “kids for cash” scandal.

Among the other questionable pardons and clemen-
cies was one Biden issued for Rita Crundwell, the former 
comptroller of Dixon, Illinois. Crundwell was convicted 
in 2013 and sentenced to nearly 20 years in prison for 
stealing over two decades almost $54 million from the 
town of 15,000 people. It is said to have been the larg-
est municipal fraud in U.S. history. Crundwell, now 
71, admitted to embezzling from the city, and using the 
stolen funds to support a lavish lifestyle. According to 
WTTW, “Officials recovered only $40 million of the sto-
len city money from court settlements, the work of audi-
tors and proceeds from the liquidation of Crundwell’s 
assets.

Biden has been engaging in a fire sale of steel barri-
ers ordered during the previous Trump administration 
to build a wall and secure the southern border. These 
were materials paid for with taxpayer money. It is part 
of what appears to be a cynical plan to frustrate the 
incoming Trump team and make their border-control 
job more difficult. I don’t recall a transition like this in 
our history.

Then came the drones. The administration claims they 
are not from U.S. adversaries and pose no threat to public 
safety. They have also claimed to know nothing about 
them. If they know nothing, how can they assert they are 
not from foreign entities and will not harm people? 

The drones have been seen for weeks over New Jer-
sey and New York and have lately been spotted over 

California and Nevada. A woman called into 
a D.C. talk show and said she and her daugh-
ter had seen 30 drones flying over Southern 
Maryland. Ex-Maryland Republican Gover-
nor Larry Hogan has posted pictures of what 
he says are drones flying over his home in the 
D.C. suburbs. With no credible information 
coming from the Biden administration, con-
spiracy theorists are in full swing, along with 
accusations of a cover-up.

While New York City Mayor Eric Adams 
(D) says he will cooperate with the incom-
ing Trump administration in removing 
migrants in the country illegally, even from 

his “sanctuary city,” other Democrat mayors 
and governors are promising to resist deporting even 
those who have committed crimes and to “Trump-
proof” their cities and states. Incoming “border czar” 
Tom Homan has promised to send teams of agents into 
resisting cities and states controlled by Democrat poli-
ticians and remove migrants. An October Fox News 
poll indicates they have the support of an overwhelm-
ing majority of Americans.

According to the poll of registered voters, support 
for deportation has increased dramatically since 2015. 
“Among nonwhite voters, 57 percent now support mass 
deportations, while only 33 percent said they did in 2015. 
Additionally, 91 percent of Republicans now say they 
support deportations — a 21-point increase since 2015. 
Rural voters’ support has risen by 20 points, urban voters 
by 19 points, and men’s support increased by 16.” Even 
Democrat support for deportations has increased to 42 
percent from 34 percent in 2015.

It doesn’t appear to matter to the Biden administra-
tion, which has five weeks to go. They are behaving as if 
Vice President Kamala Harris, not Trump, won the elec-
tion and voters can be ignored.

The second Trump administration will have a lot of 
cleaning up to do. If their promised policies are shown 
to work, look for public approval to remain high as they 
and a GOP congressional majority seek to reverse the 
damage caused by the Biden administration.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas

Robin Hood. Folk Hero. Hot-
tie.

Glorification of Luigi Man-
gione, the man accused of gun-
ning down UnitedHealthcare 
CEO Brian Thompson this 
month, has been chilling. Sym-
pathy for Mangione’s reported 
aims has come not only from 
anonymous online hordes, but 
also supposedly serious public 
figures, including at least two 
federal lawmakers.

This is an escalation of an 
existing political trend: public bloodlust 
for destruction and retribution. Ameri-
cans are rejecting leaders who propose 
solutions for their problems in favor of 
antiheroes who want to burn everything 
down — figuratively or literally.

Americans are furious at not only 
the health-care system but also all 
of corporate America. Much of their 
resentment is understandable. U.S. 
health care has long been expensive, 
even for those with insurance, and 
health outcomes are mediocre relative 
to our costs. Meanwhile, other major 
expenses, such as housing, have grown 
oppressively high.

Politicians used to promise to 
address these kinds of problems with 
policies. They often disagreed on the 
exact mechanism, but the goal was 
always amending laws and regulations 
to fix things.

But in recent years, legislative grid-
lock and rage-baiting political rhetoric 
have made voters more impatient with 
this approach. The system is rigged 
against you, populists preach, so for-
get trying to fix that system. Instead, 
let’s blow it all up and punish whoever 
rigged it in the first place.

Take, for example, Donald Trump, 
whose incoming administration is pre-
paring mass purges of the “deep state” 
and prosecutions of the president-elect’s 
political enemies. His picks to run 
the FBI and IRS, among others, have 
pledged to destroy the institutions they 
would lead. Trump’s transition team is 
reportedly investigating ways to demol-
ish even basic government functions, 
such as bank-deposit insurance.

But this is not solely a 
right-wing tactic. Populists 
on the left have also shifted 
away from pedantic, white-
paper-based policymaking 
toward more “rigged system” 
rhetoric, though their scape-
goats are usually C-suite 
bogeymen.

High housing prices, they 
allege, are driven by a few 
evil “corporate” investors, 
not insufficient housing sup-
ply and zoning restrictions, 

complex problems that require complex 
solutions. High gas prices are likewise 
the fault of “profiteering” oil corpora-
tions, not supply disruptions or produc-
ers’ wariness from a recent market crash. 
Expensive health care is the fault of a 
few covetous insurance villains rather 
than a system that encourages admin-
istrative waste and enables providers to 
charge the highest prices in the world.

Do all these corporate actors always 
behave well? Obviously not. But 
they’re mostly responding to incentives 
that markets have set for them. Instead 
of realigning those incentives, the popu-
list approach emphasizes retribution 
against perceived villainy — punish-
ing companies for making “excessive” 
profits, for instance.

Bean-counting, green-visored poli-
cymaking is boring and tedious. It’s 
faster — and definitely more cathartic 
— to submit to that primal urge for ven-
geance.

Which brings me to the chilling 
exaltation of Mangione. The suspected 
shooter’s appeal is not unlike that of 
politicians who pledge to rain fire on 
the system on behalf of the people. 
Until now, that rhetoric had been mostly 
metaphorical. I fear we’re turning a 
corner after which voters might come 
to expect, and celebrate, literal violence 
against people they believe are conspir-
ing against them.

For instance, Sen. Elizabeth War-
ren (D-Massachusetts), the erstwhile 
“I have a plan for that” technocrat, 
expressed sympathy for Mangione’s 
brutal answer to the health system’s fail-
ures. “The visceral response from peo-

ple across this country who feel cheat-
ed, ripped off and threatened by the vile 
practices of their insurance companies 
should be a warning to everyone in the 
health-care system,” she said. “Violence 
is never the answer, but people can 
be pushed only so far.” (Warren later 
walked back her remarks.)

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
(D-New York) also came awfully close 
to condoning vigilantism: “This is not 
to say that an act of violence is justified, 
but I think for anyone who is confused 
or shocked or appalled, they need to 
understand that people interpret and feel 
and experience denied claims as an act 
of violence against them.” Tim Wu, a 
former adviser to the Biden administra-
tion, posted (and deleted) similar com-
ments on social media.

Here’s the thing about indulging this 
annihilative reflex to infuriating social 
problems: Besides the obvious moral 
odiousness, it doesn’t fix the problems.

Murdering health-care executives 
won’t help more Americans get care. 
Purging the FBI won’t reduce crime. 
Jailing political enemies won’t lower 
egg prices.

It’s easier to break something than to 
build it. But to solve a problem, some-
thing eventually needs to be built. That 
part is boring, hard and, lately, not well-
appreciated by the public.

If you need health-care heroes to val-
orize, look to those who help, fight and 
build: Legal-aid attorneys who repre-
sent sick people denied health coverage; 
nurses and doctors at community health 
centers; clinicians who blow whistles on 
environmental threats to their patients; 
social workers who connect low-
income families with services.

And yes, politicians who’ve worked 
to help Americans access care — by 
expanding public health insurance, 
protecting those with preexisting condi-
tions, reducing premiums and out-of-
pocket costs, and requiring insurers to 
pay out claims. These achievements are 
not glamorous or telegenic. But they 
help people, and that’s the work voters 
should reward.

Catherine Rampell is a columnist for The 
Washington Post. Follow her on X:@crampell

Catherine 
Rampell

Fan club for suspected shooter is a 
symptom of burn-it-all-down populism
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Mufasa: The Lion King
Thursday, December 19th 6pm

Friday, December 20th 6pm & 8:45pm
Saturday, December 21st 

12:30pm, 3:15pm, 6pm & 8:45pm
Sunday, December 22nd 2pm & 4:45pm

Sonic the Hedgehog 3
Thursday, December 19th 6:20pm

Friday, December 20th 6:20pm & 9pm
Saturday, December 21st 

1pm Sensory Saturday Show, 3:30pm, 6:20pm & 9pm
Sunday, December 22nd 2:20pm & 5pm

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Monday, December 23rd 2pm

Carol - Faith & Family Series
Monday, December 23rd 6pm & 6:30pm

I began to write post-Christ-
mas letters sometime in the mid-
nineties and continued for about 
ten years. I ran across some 
recently and thought this might 

be an appro-
priate season 
to print one I 
wrote twenty 
years ago this 
Christmas.

December 
30, 2004

S o ,  I ’ m 
s t u m b l i n g 
through copi-
ous amounts 
of wrapping 
paper storm 
residue from 

the Christmas morning ritual on 
my crutches (knee replacement 
surgery 12/05/04…Yeah, thanks 
for asking. I’m doin’ OK, but 
just OK. You know, with the ter-
rible pain and all…) mining the 
sea of bright colors and ribbon 
for endangered gifts, you know, 
the envelopes of cash, checks, and 
gift cards that quite accidentally 
find their way to the landfill, when 
my left crutch finds the top side 
of a slickened gift tag lovingly 
written, that said, “To My Lov-

ing Husband. May 
Your Recovery Be 
Swift.” Signed, 
“All My Love, 
Donna.” In an 
uncontrollable split 
second, my crutch 
slid straight out 
atop this providen-
tial love note with 
my full body weight following at 
warp speed. I clutched desperately 
at air on my way down. So sud-
den was my fall that the expletives 
all came after impact. It happened 
that quickly. I had struck my new 
knee and old head on the hard-
wood floor with an unbroken fall. 
Clutching both knee and head, I 
uttered a protracted and deafening 
guttural moan appropriate for such 
occasions. Donna was quickly on 
her knees at my side. She tenderly 
held my head in both hands, our 
faces inches apart, mixing breaths 
of fear and pain, and she said, 
“You think that hurts, you should 
try having a baby.” It really did. It 
happened just that way.

The striking irony of my near 
demise over such a loving note has 
set me to wondering which recov-
ery Donna was referencing. Was it 
the one in progress, or the one to 

come? The non-
specific nature of 
her wording calls 
me to be ever 
vigilant. She cares 
for me I’m sure, 
but I do recall a 
threatening under-
tone to her com-
ments on my lack 

of progress on the “job list” I was 
to accomplish before Christmas. 
Speaking of irony, is it not just 
too rich that Donna’s worst expe-
riences with pain have produced 
our most sublime sources of plea-
sure. Of course, I speak of the 
children. Although each is incred-
ibly accomplished, I will attempt, 
for the sake of the reader, and to 
reduce attendant nausea in the 
face of a boastful parent, to under-
state both the station and accom-
plishments of each:

(The extended part about the 
kids I am leaving out, as I’m sure 
you, the reader, do not have that 
kind of time. Anyway, although 
they were hilariously written, my 
words were often acknowledged 
with only eyerolls from the pre-
cious subjects they are. I am pretty 
sure they did not want others to 
know I was their father. I will limit 

identifying them with this simple 
listing name and where they were 
in 2004.)

Adam, 25, Wollongong Austra-
lia

Natalie 23, Chicago, Illinois
David 21, Indiana University, 

Bloomington
Audrey, 18, Saint Marys Col-

lege, South Bend
Kevin, 16, Bluffton High 

School
Now, if I could speak private-

ly for just a moment with those 
fathers/men who have made it thus 
far in this mind-numbing docu-
ment. Please, mothers/women I 
would ask that on your honor, you 
read no further in this paragraph. 
Guys, you know how we are 
always called upon to be pillars 
of strength and how we dare not 
complain due to the fact we can-
not birth a child, a task we would 
have gladly taken on, God willing, 
I want you to know that my knee 
hurts like the devil. I wake many 
a night in the throes of a night-
mare where I am unable to walk 
18 holes of golf. I wake in a cold 
sweat with visions of being con-
fined to riding in a golf cart with 
Donna as the driver, and yes, she 
is giving me swing advice. Worse 

yet, she has clubs and is playing 
too. I would appreciate any words 
of encouragement or support you 
might muster, as I have no one 
here with whom I might share 
these unpleasant visions. Pass the 
pain medication. Please!

Although I have taken license 
with the truth in parts of this let-
ter, what follows is undeniable. 
We are fortunate as a family in 
more ways than can be counted, if 
for no other reason than the grace 
of God. We are especially blessed 
to count you among family and 
friends who mean a great deal to 
us. Your unconditional love and 
support are the underpinnings of 
our family. Here’s hoping we see 
you soon. 

Peace, 
The Ballingers
Here’s The Thing: Merry 

Christmas!
ken.ballinger@yahoo.com 

———
Editor’s Note: This is one of a series 

of articles and opinions written by a 
group of retired and current teachers 
— Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy 
Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. Their 
intent is to spur discussions at the din-
ner table and elsewhere. You may also 
voice your thoughts and reactions via 
The News-Banner’s letters to editor.

Ken
Ballinger

Ah! The Christmas letter (from twenty years ago)

Kenton W. Kiracofe
Judge, Wells Circuit Court

Rina Stuck
Recorder

Beth Davis
Clerk

Lisa McCormick
Auditor

Colin Z. Andrews
Prosecutor

Mike Lautzenheiser Jr.
Area Plan Commission

Dewey Randall & Yvonne Clark
Veterans Service O�  ce

The Board & Members
Behavior & Recovery Center of Wells Co.

(Mental Health Asoc.)

Jarrod Hahn
Surveyor

Laura Roberts
Assessor

Kathy Peeper
Treasurer

Blake Poindexter
Wells Co. Community

Corrections Dept.

Dr. Brandon Huggins,
Sahara, Lynn,

Kathy, Erin, Ryan
Wells Co. Health Dept.

From the County O�  cials and Employees of the

Wells County 
Courthouse and  
Wells County Annex

Merry 
   Christmas 
       to All!After playing piano 

select ions and 
singing holiday 
tunes at the library 
Saturday morn-
ing Jeanette Lun-
deen’s students 
became a chorus 
for “We Wish You 
a Merry Christ-
mas” and included 
Jonah Bultemeier, 
Amelia Abbott, 
Makayla Berkey, 
Bennett Karns, 
Elias Nussbaum 
and Halleigh Val-
enti.

Frosty the Snowman greeted 
visitors in the Wells County 
Public Library during Parlor 
City Christmas as he wan-
dered through the library. 

Members of the Optimist Club provided candy treats and color-
ing books for young visitors during the Goodie Walk at the Wells 
County Public Library.

Susie Wood, center of Suzie Cues Studio posed with two of 
her students, Aubrianna Kisor, at left, and Pearson Klophen-
stein.

The Musiclectics sang a selection of Christmas music including their popular “Come See What’s 
Happening in the Barn.” Left to right are Tank Lowe, Curt Alspaugh, Ralph Tuttle, Chelsea Smith 
and Stephanaie Rinkenberger. (Photos by Barbara Barbieri)
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Living without my wife
Dear Annie: My wife of 44 years 

passed away after a nine-day bout with 
cancer.

We started dating at 16, went to col-
lege together, married at 20 and gradu-
ated at 21, when we started our life 
together for real.

“Sally” passed away two months 
after her 65th birthday. I will turn 65 in 
a month. I was to retire in three months, 
while Sally was already retired. Our 
house is paid for and sits by a beautiful 
creek in small-town Georgia, and mov-
ing has been suggested. I like it here.

All our plans for traveling and hav-
ing a life together in retirement disap-
peared in a matter of days.

We had saved a pile of money to 
do all we couldn’t do until we retired. 
Now I don’t know what to do. I was 
her George Bailey, and she was my 
Mary Hatch. I never had a wandering 
eye. I don’t have a long-lost girlfriend 
from high school. Our circle of close 
friends is small and mostly live out of 
town.

My daughter and son are grown 
and pretty much have their own lives. 
I refuse to spend the last 20 years alone 
without female companionship. I liked 
being married. Single life is not my cup 
of tea. I know I can’t replace my wife. 
Some accuse me of that.

She was educated, a retired teach-
er. She knew who Emily Post was 
and watched Julia Child. Together, 
we watched “Jeopardy” nightly. She 
loved to travel, saying, “Travel feeds 
the soul.” She played bridge, volun-
teered at the hospital and church, and 
sent food to shut-ins. She would watch 
football with me and enjoy it if I would 
watch Hallmark movies with her.

During the pandemic, I began teach-
ing myself guitar, and she would let 
me practice in the bedroom while she 
sat in bed reading. She remarked, “I 
would rather have you with me making 
a racket than somewhere else causing a 
racket.”

Should I try to forget her now that 
she is gone and look for another type of 
person to spend my life with? Should 
I look for another woman like her? 

Should I pursue 
her first cousin 
w i t h  s i m i l a r 
qualities who lost 
her husband last 
year? Are there 
women out there 
like her who are 
g o o d - h e a r t e d 
and looking for a 
stable, educated 
man with whom 
to have a good 
time?

How do I con-
nect with them? I can’t go back to the 
neighborhood front-yard football game 
again, be tackled by her, injure my 
shoulder and have her be the first girl 
to come to my house worried about 
me, which is how our love affair began. 
Help! — Lost at Potato Creek

Dear Lost: Your love affair sounds 
like something out of the movies. I 
am so sorry for your loss. Of course 
you are lost and confused, and that 
is understandable. You are not sup-
posed to have all the answers to what 
the future will look like right now. 
Find other widowers who can under-
stand what you are going through and 
help you work through your grief. The 
healthier you get with your own emo-
tions, the healthier your next relation-
ship will be.

You will never replace your wife. 
You will now have a new normal, 
which will look different from your old 
normal, and that is perfectly natural. 
Instead of trying to find a replacement 
for your wife, try to remember all of 
your beautiful memories, which will 
live inside you for a lifetime.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

God has promised to 
forgive us and save us

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | December 14 - 20, 2024    | 13 Wednesday prime time

12/18 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

700 Club 
Interactive 

Life Today 
with 

Robert
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Founda-
tion 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Survivor Castaways attempt to outwit, outlast and 
outplay each other for a prize of $1 million. (N) 

FBI "Abandoned" Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Blue Bloods "Fallen 
Heroes" 

Blue Bloods "The New 
You" 

Blue Bloods "The End" Blue Bloods "Justifies 
the Means" 

Blue Bloods "Hate Is 
Hate" 

Blue Bloods "Times Like 
These" 

Blue Bloods "Protective 
Instincts" 

Blue Bloods "True 
Blue" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

iHeartRadio Jingle Ball 2024 Performances by the 
year's biggest artists. (N) 

Celebrity Fam "Shaq vs. 
Sherri Shepherd" 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Jimmy Fallon's Holiday 
Seasoning Spectacular

SNL The late-night program highlights Christmas-
themed sketches from its 50 seasons. 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline Dateline Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "Is This 
Monster My Father?" 

TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 
News (N) 

Grandma Got Run 
Over by a Reindeer 

Inside the NFL (N) Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
"You Wish" 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
NOVA "Rebuilding Notre 
Dame" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

LIFE Ahead "Benefits of a Trust with 
Bryan Nugen" (N) 

NOVA "Lost Tombs of 
Notre Dame" (N) 

Secrets of the Dead
"Eiffel's Race to the Top"

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Hoosier Spirits: 
Distilling In Indiana (N) 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
NOVA "Rebuilding Notre 
Dame" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) The Earthshot Report
(N) 

NOVA "Lost Tombs of 
Notre Dame" (N) 

Secrets of the Dead
"Eiffel's Race to the Top"

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

The Earthshot Report 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang The Masked Singer (SF)
(N) 

The Floor (N) FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
The Rookie "Long Shot" The Rookie "Hit List" The Rookie "Real 

Crime" 
The Rookie "Coding" The Rookie 

"Backstabbers" 
(:05) The Rookie
"Simone" 

(:05) The Rookie
"Enervo" 

The Rookie "Coding" 

FX  24 132 136 148 <+++ Spider-Man: No Way Home (‘21) Zendaya, Tom Holland. <+++ Iron Man 3 (‘13) Gwyneth Paltrow, Don Cheadle, Robert Downey Jr.. <+++ The Avengers (‘12) Robert Downey Jr.. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office

"Cocktails"
The Office The Office E! News

(N) 
House of Villains Kardashian 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

To Be Announced Program information is not yet 
available. 

<+++ Ocean's Eleven (2001, Comedy Drama) Matt Damon, Andy Garcia, 
George Clooney. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) College Football Boca Raton Bowl: Teams TBA From FAU Stadium in Boca Raton, Fla. (L)

(N) 
College Football LA Bowl: Teams TBA From SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, Calif. (L) (N) SportsCe-

nter (L) (N) 
ESPN2  32 54 143 209 Football Pardon (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) College Basketball Memphis at Virginia (L) (N) College Basketball Oklahoma vs. Michigan (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportCtr NFL Live 

FDMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory In the 

Spotlight 
Focused The Card 

Life Kansas
All Blacks High School Football UIL Conference 2A Division 2 Championship: Teams 

TBA Action from high school football. (L) (N) 
United Fight Alliance United Fight Alliance 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Sugar" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Hammered" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Wet" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Bombshell" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Bang" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Valentine's Day" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Wednesday's Child" 

Law & Order: SVU "A 
Story of More Woe" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition Unknown Expedition "Hunt for 

Alexander the Great" 
Expedition Unknown
"Alexander's Lost Tomb"

Expedition Unknown
"Mysteries of Jesus" 

Expedition Unknown
(N) 

Blind Frog Ran
"Sacrificial Altar" (N) 

Mysteries of "High-Rise 
Hotel Battlefield" (N) 

Expedition Unknown 
"Mysteries of Jesus" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Hoarding: Buried Alive Hoarding: Buried Alive Hoarding: Buried Alive 1000-lb Sisters (N) Best Friends (N) Best Friends (N) Dr. Pimple Popper 1000-lb Sisters

HIST  38 77 120 269 
American Pickers 
"Bound for Badness" 

American Pickers
"Divide and Conquer" 

American Pickers
"Snow Job" 

American Pickers
"Wizard of Odds" 

American Pickers
"Legendary Find" (N) 

(:05) American Pickers (:05) American Pickers
"Picking Frisco" 

(:05) American Pickers 
"Legendary Find" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives Fugitives 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Holiday 
Crashers 

< Christmas Under Wraps (‘14) David O'Donnell,
Brian Doyle-Murray, Candace Cameron Bure. 

< Private Princess Christmas (2024, Drama)
Derek Klena, Erica Durance, Ali Skovbye. 

< The Santa Class (2024, Drama) Benjamin Ayres,
Trevor Lerner, Kimberley Sustad. 

< Holiday Mismatch 
(‘24) Caroline Rhea. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(:55) <++ The Forever Purge (2021, Action) Josh 
Lucas, Tenoch Huerta, Ana de la Reguera. 

(:05) <+ Firestarter (2022, Horror) Ryan Kiera 
Armstrong, Sydney Lemmon, Zac Efron. (P) 

(:05) <++ Halloween Kills (2021, Horror) Judy Greer, Anthony 
Michael Hall, Jamie Lee Curtis. 

<++ Come Play (‘20) Gillian Jacobs, 
John Gallagher, Azhy Robertson. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Wrestling Ep. 272 - Dynamite 12/18/2024 (L) (N) Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:15) < 22 
Jump Street 

Road, NHL Road, NHL 
(N) 

NHL on 
TNT 

NHL Hockey Philadelphia Flyers at Detroit Red Wings From Little 
Caesars Arena in Detroit, Mich. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Florida Panthers at Minnesota Wild From the Xcel Energy Center 
in St. Paul, Minn. (L) (N) 

Post-Game 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:00) <++ Four 
Christmases 

<++ Christmas With the Kranks (2004, 
Comedy) Jamie Lee Curtis, Dan Aykroyd, Tim Allen. 

<+++ National Lampoon's Christmas 
Vacation (‘89) Beverly D'Angelo, Chevy Chase. 

(:15) <+++ The Polar Express (2004, Animated)
Voices of Michael Jeter, Nona Gaye, Tom Hanks. 

(:15) <++ Jack Frost 
(‘98) Michael Keaton. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Speak (L) (N) Hoops (L)

(N) 
College Basketball Xavier at Connecticut From XL 
Center in Hartford, Conn. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Butler at Marquette From 
Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee. (L) (N) 

Basketball Washington State at Washington From 
Alaska Airlines Arena in Seattle. (L) (N) 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS NCIS "False Witness" NCIS NCIS "Recruited" NCIS "Freedom" NCIS NCIS "Defiance" NCIS "Kill Screen" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Beat: Holiday Beat: Holiday Beat: Holiday Beat: Holiday Beat: Holiday
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Housewives SLC Housewives SLC Housewives SLC Housewives SLC (N) Sold on SLC WatchWhat Housewives SLC Real Housewives Sold on S 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Fairly Odd SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Jessie Jessie Raven Raven Jessie Jessie <+++ Coco: Sing-Along (‘17) Anthony Gonzalez. (:40) Miraculous Wo Big City Jessie Jessie 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:30) <+++ The Santa Clause (‘94) 
Judge Reinhold, Tim Allen. 

<++ The Santa Clause 2 (2002, Children) Elizabeth Mitchell,
David Krumholtz, Tim Allen. 

(:55) <+ The Santa Clause 3: The Escape Clause
(‘06) Martin Short, Elizabeth Mitchell, Tim Allen. 

The 700 Club <++ Black Nativity 
(‘13) Forest Whitaker. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:30) <+++ 
Problemista 

(:15) Dune: Prophecy (:15) <++ Keanu (2016, Comedy) Jordan Peele,
Tiffany Haddish, Keegan-Michael Key. 

<++ Trap (‘24) Ariel Donoghue,
Saleka Shyamalan, Josh Hartnett. 

(:50) Hard Knocks (:50) <++ Into the Blue (‘05) Jessica 
Alba, Scott Caan, Paul Walker. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:35) <+ The Prince 
(‘14) Jason Patric. 

(:10) <+++ Denial (2016, Drama) Tom Wilkinson,
Timothy Spall, Rachel Weisz. 

<++ Sleepless (‘17) Michelle 
Monaghan, Jamie Foxx. 

(:35) < Skin (2019, Documentary) (:35) <++++ Raging Bull (‘80) 
Cathy Moriarty, Robert De Niro. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:35) < 
Contagion 

<+++ Flight (2012, Drama) Don Cheadle, Kelly Reilly, Denzel 
Washington. (P) 

<+++ 3:10 to Yuma (2007, Western) Christian 
Bale, Logan Lerman, Russell Crowe. 

(:05) <+++ The Hateful Eight (2015, Western) Kurt Russell, Jennifer Jason 
Leigh, Samuel L. Jackson. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:10) <+++ Aftersun 
(‘22) Paul Mescal. 

< War Pony (2022, Drama) LaDainian Crazy 
Thunder, Ashley Shelton, Jojo Bapteise Whiting. 

<+++ The Curious Case of Benjamin Button (2008, 
Fantasy) Cate Blanchett, Taraji P. Henson, Brad Pitt. 

(:45) <+++ The Virgin Suicides (1999, Drama)
Kathleen Turner, Kirsten Dunst, James Woods.  

< American 
Beauty 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q u e s t i o n :  I  a m 
ashamed to say that while 
I know I’m saved and 
going to Heaven, there 
are days I’m depressed 
and feel uncertain about 
the future. My friend 
tells me that I’m fickle, 
but I don’t want to be, 
because I know my future 
is secure. How can I over-
come this dilemma? – F.F.

Answer: It’s amazing 
how quickly our feelings 
can change. One day we 
might be smiling because 
we were commended for 
a good deed. The next day 
we might be hurt because 
a friend said something 
unkind about us or to us. 
Then before we know it, 

we’re back to feeling 
on top of the world 
after we experienced 
something successful.
It’s a good thing that 

when it comes to being 
saved, we don’t rely on 
our up-and-down feel-
ings. Only the facts mat-
ter – the fact that Jesus 
died for our sins and rose 
again, and the fact that if 
we have given our lives 
to Him, He has promised 
to forgive us and save us. 
The Bible says, “God has 
given us eternal life, and 
this life is in His Son. He 
who has the Son has life” 
(1 John 5:11–12, NKJV).

God cannot lie. Our 
feelings will lie to us, 
and Satan might even 
use them to trick us into 
thinking God has left us 

all alone. But we must 
always remember what 
Jesus said about Satan: 
“There is no truth in him. 
… He is a liar and the 
father of [lies]” (John 
8:44, NKJV).

How wonderful it is 
to know that our faith is 
based on God’s truth and 
not on our feelings. We 
need to stay close to Him, 
read His Word, fellow-
ship with Him through 
prayer, and thank Him for 
strengthening our faith.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

Vehicles
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

serVices
Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

employment
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
rangefor a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $58,300 - $70,500.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by Decem-
ber 27, 2024.

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 03-08-09-17-
29

Cash4Life —  04-06-17-
43-47, Cash Ball: 04

Quick Draw Midday — 
02-06-10-14-21-23-29-30-
31-32-41-50-52-54-55-60-
62-65-78, BE: 12

Daily Three-Midday — 
04-03-05, SB: 09

Daily Three-Evening — 
03-08-03, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday — 
09-04-02-07, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening — 
08-02-02-09, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening 
— 01-05-09-14-17-23-26-
31-32-44-47-50-55-57-61-
64-65-71-78-79, BE: 26

Hoosier Lotto  — 
Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $32.3 million

MEga MILLIOnS
56-66-67-68-69; Mega 

Ball: 18; Megaplier: 4X. 
POwERbaLL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $69 million

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

IN THE WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
OF WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA

 DOCKET NO.
90C01-2411-EU-000047

Notice is hereby given that 
BOBBIE J. KERSHNER was on 
the 2nd day of December, 2024, 
appointed personal representative 
of the estate of LEE E. KERSH-
NER, deceased, who died on the 
15th day of September, 2024, and 
was authorized to administer his 
estate without Court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file those claims 
in the office of the Clerk of the 
Wells Circuit Court within three (3) 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or those claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
2nd day of December, 2024.

 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Matthew P. Hayes
Attorney for Personal Representa-
tive
Attorney No. 32002-02
GORDON & ASSOCIATES
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 824-9377

nb 12/11, 12/18
hspaxlp

BIDDING ENDS DECEMBER 21 - Bidding 
starts closing at 1 p.m. - Private collec-
tion, seller. 20 Marolf Ct., Fremont. Collection 
of exotic taxidermy mounts (over 150), zebra 
& bear skins, 100’s of antlers, fully restored 
antique boat motors, bow & arrows, gun cases, 
hunting & camping equipment, vintage fishing 
lures, high-end art work, antiques & collectibles, 
watches & fine jewelry, power & hand tools, 
storage cabinets, household, vintage nautical 
items, more. Preview Dec. 18, 4-6 p.m. Sale 
managers Pat Carter, 260-273-8294, Brandon 
Steffen, 260-710-5684, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
DECEMBER 22-DECEMBER 31 - Bidding 
starts closing at 2 p.m. - Estate of Richard 
Gerken and others, sellers. “Outstanding year 
end auction.” Very high quality art deco, Lladro 
collection art, mid century modern and Art Nou-
veau home furnishings, International Harvester 
collection, 2011 Platinum Ford F150 in pristine 
condition, high quality antiques, 3,500 record 
albums, vintage Schwinn bicycles, lawn mower, 
tools, advertising memorabilia, Coca Cola col-
lection, antique gas pump, country primitives, 
military patches & pins, and more. Open house 
Dec. 26 and Dec. 30 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 
S. Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. Sale manager Rod 
Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Steffen Group Inc., 
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
DECEMBER 29-JANUARY 5 - Bidding starts 
closing at 2 p.m. - Estate of Eldrid Tinkel, 
seller. Large antique and collectible auction. 
Country primitives, early metal toys includ-
ing vintage tractors, farm implements, trucks, 
boats, more, antique furniture, cast iron col-
lection, antique brass cash register, antique 
stoves, large and rare collection of vintage 

graniteware, Fenton, Marion advertising memo-
rabilia, vintage beer signs, crocks, long guns, 
coins, more. Open house Dec. 29, 2-4 p.m., 
Jan. 4, 10 a.m.-noon, 1910 N Meridian St., Mar-
ion. Sale manager Brandon Steffen, 260-710-
5684, The Steffen Group Inc., Steffengrp.com, 
260-824-3006.
BIDDING OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING 
JANUARY 2 at 10 a.m. - (Online Only) - MD 
Landscaping LLC, owner. Over 170+ Lots. 
John Deere 5525 W/ Belly Blade, Bobcat Dozer 
96” Blade, 2016 International 4300 Box Truck, 
2003 Wells Cargo Enclosed/Office Trailer, 84” 
3-Point Cultivator, 2008 Ford F-350 W/ Boss 
Snow Plow, 2007 Jeep Wrangler w/J Truck Bed, 
Volvo ECR88 Excavator Kawasaki 65TMVB 
Wheel Loader, Kubota SCL 1000 Mini Skid 
Steer, Skid Loader Attachments, Hardscape 
Stone, Walnut Slabs, Assorted Lawn Tools, 
Power Tools and much more. 3883 US HWY 
33 Decatur IN, 46733. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com. 
BIDDING ENDS JANUARY 7 at 10 a.m. - 
(Online Only) - Wayne Metals LLC Machin-
ing Division, owner. Offering over 200+ Lots. 
Roskelley 1440 Lathe, 2007 Haas SL-40T CNC 
Turning Lathe, Hardinge CHNCI Precision CNC 
Machine, Delta Floor Drill Press, Omni Turn 
GT-75 CNC Lathe, Targa Surface Grinder, Acer 
Milling Machine W/ Phase-2 3 Jaw Chuck, Abex 
Denison Stamp Machine, OOYA RE-1225H 
Drilling & Tapping Radial Arm Drill, Cincinnati 
Milacron Hawk 150 A2100 CNC Lathe, Weld-
ers, Tooling Cabinets, Large Selection of pallet 
racking, Power & Hand Tools and much more.  
9312 Avionics Drive, Fort Wayne IN 46809. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, kjauction.
com, 260-724-7402.

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is Tues., Dec. 24!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

Public Sale Calendar

Public Notice

2882 E 500 S, BLUFFTON
ESTATE SALE Dressers, Pa-
tio furniture, kitchen appli-
ances, toys, L-3x women's
clothing, bedding sets, re-
verse osmosis system, Ellipti-
cal, Longaberger Baskets,
Precious Moments, antique
dishes, home decor, and
much more! Dec. 20 9:00 AM
-1:00 PM, Dec. 21 8:00 AM-
2:00 PM Rain or Shine

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

SPeciaL!
Earn Extra Cash by selling 

your “Unwanteds”!  
A 20-word, line classified 

ad is $5 for 5 Days! 
For Sale Items Only.
Contact the Bluffton 

News-Banner office at 
125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224, or 

classifieds.news-banner.com

5 for $5

EZ PLANK LAMINATE floor-
ing, light oak. 10 boxes (26.69
sq. ft. per box) Call
260-273-7479. $250

COLLECTIBLE GENUINE

PORCELAIN dolls $15/each
and under. Call 260-273-7479
for pictures and details. Still in
boxes.

PREMIER DESIGNS JEWEL-

RY - large variety of pieces
from distributor kit. Call
260-273-7479



By ANDREW FEEBACK
WABASH — The Bluff-

ton Lady Tigers picked up 
their 12th win in 13 tries 
Tuesday night with a 69-33 
road win over the South-
wood Lady Knights. 

They used a strong first 
quarter to jump out to an 
early double-digit lead, then 
followed it with a dominant 
second quarter to take con-
trol. 

Bluffton forced South-
wood into 21 turnovers, 
with 11 of those coming in 
the second frame where they 
outscored the Knights 22-3. 

Coach Doug Curtis cred-
ited the defense his team 
played, named “Tiger,” for 
generating the opposing 
miscues. 

“In Tiger, we got a lot of 
turnovers and run-outs,” he 
said. “They were averaging 
22 turnovers coming into 
this game, so we were obvi-
ously trying to get out on the 
break and create some of 
those turnovers.”

Bluffton had balanced 
scoring overall, with Isa-
bella Stout and Khloe Dick 
both scoring 16 points. Kon-
ley Ault added 13, Tressa 
Renner had 10 and Maryn 
Schrieber tallied eight. 

Early three-pointers from 
Stout and Ault helped the 
Tigers jump out to a 13-2 
lead. Bluffton led 24-10 
when the first quarter ended, 
and the route was on after 
they scored 13 straight to 
begin the second. 

That run featured four 
straight buckets from Stout, 
who scored all 16 of her 
points in the first half to 
help the Tigers take a 46-13 
halftime lead. 

While the game’s out-
come was never really in 
doubt, Curtis was a little 
unhappy with one stretch 
early in the second half, 
when Southwood put 
together a mini-run that 
“cut” Bluffton’s 46-13 half-
time lead to 53-21 midway 
through the third. 

Southwood was getting 
a bit too comfortable in its 
offense and finding more 
open looks after Bluffton 
had held the Knights to just 
five made field goals in the 

first half. 
“I don’t like giving up 

open shots,” Curtis said. “I 
want to make them work for 
shots. They had 10 points at 
the beginning of the game 
and we were giving up open 
shots, so we called timeout 
and did a better job in the 
second quarter about mak-
ing them work for shots. 

“Then we came out in a 
different defense in the sec-
ond half, and again, wide 
open shots,” he continued. 
“You can’t do that against 
good teams. We could do it 
tonight and get away with 
it, but that’s mental disci-
pline about being ready to 
go in the second half with 
the score what it is. It’s not 
about the game, it’s about 
doing what you’re supposed 
to do, and I thought we 
weren’t ready to go.” 

The Tigers responded, 
using a 15-4 run to push 
the lead over 40 points, and 
allowing a handful of junior 
varsity players to get into 
the game. 

Bluffton controlled the 
boards, out-rebounding 
Southwood 44-13. Sch-
reiber topped the Tigers 
with 11 rebounds, while 
Sophie Eisenhut had nine 
and Madyson Sonnigsen 
had eight. 

Adi Deaton led South-
wood (3-7) with 13 points. 

Bluffton will head to 
Adams Central Saturday 
afternoon with the varsity 
game beginning around 1:30 
p.m. 

The Tigers took the 
junior varsity game 44-16. 
Kamryn Ault scored 14 
points, Grace Fry added 10 
and Isla Gibson had eight. 

BLUFFTON 69, SOUTHWOOD 33
At Southwood

BLUFFTON (12-1): Isabella Stout 
7-18 0-0 16, Konley Ault 4-8 4-4 13, 
Marly Drayer 0-1 0-0 0, Maryn Sch-
reiber 3-4 2-2 8, Khloe Dick 7-13 1-1 
16, Tressa Renner 4-8 0-0 10, Mady-
son Sonnigsen 0-3 0-0 0, Madelyn 0-2 
1-2 1, Sophie Eisenhut 1-5 1-2 3, Isla 
Gibson 1-3 0-0 2, Kamryn Ault 0-0 0-0 
0. TOTALS: 27-65 9-11 69.
SOUTHWOOD (3-7): Ella Chambers 
0-1 1-2 1, Hailey Collins 2-3 0-1 5, 
Izzy Ashba 2-7 0-0 5, Brooke Farr 0-0 
0-0 0, Adi Deaton 5-7 0-0 13, Aaliyah 
Bussard 0-1 0-0 0, Gracie Lambert 0-6 
0-0 0, Hali Pershing 2-8 0-0 4, Lola 
Winer 2-9 0-2 5, Elexis Kelley 0-0 0-0 
0, Alivia Pershing 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 
13-42 1-5 33.
  Bluffton          24  22  13  10  –69
  Southwood    10    3  10  10  –33

Three-point Goals: Bluffton 6-17 
(Renner 2-4, Stout 2-4, Ault 1-2, 
Dick 1-5, Funk 0-1, Gibson 0-1), 
Southwood 6-18 (Deaton 3-5, Ashba 
1-3, Collins 1-2, Winer 1-1, Lambert 
0-3, Chambers 0-1, Pershing 0-3). 
Rebounds: Bluffton 44 (Schreiber 
11, Eisenhut 9, Sonnigsen 8, Stout 

6, Renner 4, Konley Ault 2, Kamryn 
Ault 2, Dick 1, Drayer 1), Southwood 
13 (Pershing 3, Winer 3, Collins 2, 
Ashba 2, Farr 1, Deaton 1, Lambert 
1). Turnovers: Bluffton 13, Southwood 
21. Fouls: Bluffton 7, Southwood 9. 
Fouled out: None. Technicals: None.
JV: Bluffton 44, Southwood 16.
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Health Communities

Heavy Glass Shower Doors • Vinyl Windows, 
Custom Mirrors as well as Commercial Work

www.strongholdglassllc.com • 1325 West Wiley, Blufft  on • 260-824-4715

Pool dominators
Knights take out two Fort Wayne 

teams; Tigers crush Elwood, Frankton
Norwell High School’s swim teams dominated two 

Fort Wayne teams in a three-way dual meet Tuesday 
night. The men’s team defeated Fort Wayne Wayne by 
a 116-31 score and Fort Wayne Snider 104-73. Mean-
while, the ladies defeated the Wayne team 116-41 and 
Snider by a 110-62 tally.

The squads were led by their relay teams, which 
swept those six races.

In the girls 200-yard freestyle relay, the team of 
Molly Threewits, Ryleigh Huffman, Kerrigan Melcher 
and Cassie Coyne took first place with a 1:57.62 time. 
The Knights also won the boys’ 200-yard freestyle 
relay with a 1:46.65 mark. This foursome included 
Evan Swallow, Parker McCartney, Braden Hoag and 
Ethan Williamson.

The Knights also dominated in the 400-yard free-
style relays, with the boys squad of Williamson, Gage 
Reinhard, Kale Meredith and Ryan Heyerly posting a 
winning time of 3:49.94. Melcher, Cyne, Annalise Cor-
nett and Marles Meredith won the girls race in 4:12.49.

Rilynn Ervin, Cornett, Emerson Meredith and Mar-
lee Meredith won the 200-yard medley relay with a 
2:05.03 time. Braden Hoag, Colten Strunk, Kale Mer-
edith and Heyerly won the boys version in 1:52.43.

In individual races: Annalise Cornett won the girls 
100-yard butterfly, 1:08.40; Colten Strunk won the 
boys 100-yard butterfly, 1:00.50; Ryan Heyerly won the 
boys 100-yard freestyle, 52.60; Cassie Coyne won the 
girls 500-yard freestyle, 6:03.10 and the girls 50-yard 
freestyle, 27.75; Karrigan Melcher won the girls 200-
yard freestyle, 2:21.88; Evan Swallow won the boys 
200-yard freestyle, 2:07.35; Marlee Meredith won the 
girls 200-yard IM, 2:32.44; Gage Reinhard won the 
boys 50-yard freestyle, 25.56; Rilynn Ervin won the 
girls 100-yard backstroke, 1:11.72; and Braden Hoag 
won the boys 100-yard backstroke, 1:09.87.

———
The Bluffton boys swimming and diving team got 

a pair of dominating wins over Elwood and Frank-
ton high schools Tuesday night. The Tigers defeated 
Elwood 145-27 and Frankton, 145-6.

Every boy in the meet scored points for the sec-
ond time this season. Top finishers included: Diving, 
Blake Reinhard; Medley relay, Clay Brubaker, Antho-
ny Hartman, Grant Reifsteck, and Jackson Meyer; 200 
yard freestyle, Griffin Linderwell; 200 yard IM, Isaac 
Wheeler; 50 yard freestyle, Lincoln Rodgers; 100 yard 
butterfly, Braden Lemler; 100 yard freestyle, Rhett Ger-
ber; 400 yard freestyle, Jackson Meyer; 200 yard free-
style relay, Wes Frettinger, Athan King, Lincoln Rod-
gers, and Isaac Wheeler; 100 yard backstroke, Rhett 
Gerber; 400 yard freestyle relay, Rhett Gerber, Griffin 
Linderwell, Blake Reinhard, and Isaac Wheeler.

8th grade Raiders top Woodlan
Southern Wells’ eighth grade girls basketball team defeat-

ed Woodlan Monday, 25-13. The squad is now 8-2 overall 
and 4-0 in conference play.

Analyse Roe led the Raiders with 13 points; Amelie Pen-
rod added 6. Lucy Palmer, Kyan Johnson and Leighann 
Carpenter each tallied two points in the win.

High School Calendar
WEDNESDAY, DEC 18
WRESTLING: Bluffton at 

Churubusco, 6:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, DEC 19
GIRLS BASKETBALL: 

Woodlan at Southern Wells, 
7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING 
(co-ed): South Side at Bluff-
ton, 5:30 p.m.; South Adams 

at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.; Wood-
lan at Southern Wells, 7:30 
p.m.

WRESTLING: Southern 
Wells at Mississinewa, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC 20
BOYS BASKETBALL: 

Southern Wells at Bluffton, 
7:30 p.m.; Norwell at DeKalb, 
7:30 p.m.

By RICK SPRUNGER
WOODBURN — It’s 

a good thing that Norwell 
scored the first 11 points of 
the game Tuesday night.

Those 11 points repre-
sented the Knights’ mar-
gin of victory in a sluggish 
62-51 win at Woodlan.

“I’m happy for the win,” 
said Norwell coach Eric 
Thornton, choosing his 
words carefully after it was 
over, “but I’m disappointed 
with our inability to do what 
we wanted and to play with 
physicality against (Alyssa) 
Anderson.”

Anderson is a 5’-11” 
junior forward who scored 
33 points on 15-for-18 
shooting from the field, 
grabbed 12 rebounds, and 
pretty much personally 
brought Woodlan back from 
the dead.

She missed the first shot 
she took but then hit 15 in a 
row, all of them from right 
around the basket.

“We can’t be letting her 
get that stuff at the rim,” 
continued Thornton. “We 
needed to front her; we 
needed to have a body on 
her at all times; we needed 
to defend her before she got 
the ball, not after. And we 
just didn’t.”

Norwell was never actu-
ally in any danger of losing 

the game, thanks to its early 
breakout.

But things got mighty 
uncomfortable down the 
stretch after Woodlan 
chopped what had been an 
18-point deficit all the way 
down to six and got the ball 
back.

Norwell ran up that early 
11-0 advantage that turned 
out to be money in the bank.

Vanessa  Rosswurm 
scored 15 of her team-high 
27 points in the first quar-
ter, including seven of her 
team’s first 11.

She hit the first six shots 
she took, three of them 
three-pointers, as Norwell 
surged to a 22-9 lead at the 
first stop.

The lead peaked at 33-15 
on Rosswurm’s five-footer 
in the lane with just over 
five minutes remaining in 
the first half, and it swelled 
to 17 again at 42-25 on 
Ashley Waldman’s drive 
through the lane and Ross-
wurm’s pull-up 10-footer 
wrapped around a Woodlan 
turnover in the first 50 sec-
onds of the third quarter.

But after that, Woodlan 
started chipping away.

“You could sense it start-
ing to get away from us in 
the second quarter already,” 
observed Thornton. “We 
were stuck on 38 for what 

seemed like forever.” 
The last 3:09 of the first 

half, to be exact, during 
which time Norwell missed 
its last six shots of the sec-
ond quarter.

Right in the middle of the 
Woodlan rally was Ander-
son, who scored 12 points 
in the second quarter and 10 
more in the third as the War-
riors cut their deficit down 
to 10 at 51-41 at the third 
quarter break and then down 
to 51-44 when Reagan Wie-
denhoefer opened the fourth 
period with a three-pointer.

When Anderson convert-
ed a three-point play under-
neath with 3:38 to play, the 
Norwell lead was down to a 
skinny 55-49.

And Woodlan got the 
ball right back when a wild 
Norwell pass sailed out of 
bounds behind an intended 
receiver who had broken in 
the opposite direction.

But Rosswurm stepped 
in front of a Warrior pass, 
and Macie Saalfrank deliv-
ered the kill shot with a 
three-pointer from the right 
wing that made it 58-49 
with 2:53 remaining.

“That was a huge shot,” 
praised her coach. “She shot 
that ball with a lot of confi-
dence.”

The shot also gave her 
a career-high 20 points on 

8-for-16 shooting and a cou-
ple of free throws.

After hitting 15 of its first 
24 shots, Norwell managed 
to connect on just nine of its 
last 30 and finished 24-for-
54 for a .444 shooting per-
centage compared to Wood-
lan’s 21-for-52 for .404.

The Knights also forced 
21 Woodlan turnovers while 
committing just 10 them-
selves.

Norwell won the junior 
varsity contest, 64-28.

Mia Kurtz scored 21 
points and Eden Nash 14 to 
lead the Knights.

sports@news-banner.com

NORWELL 62, WOODLAN 51
NORWELL (8-4): Addie Norris 1-6 0-0 
2, Ashley Waldman 2-6 0-0 5, Alivia 
Green 1-1 0-0 2, Macie Saalfrank 8-16 
2-2 20, Vanessa Rosswurm 10-17 
4-6 27, Jada Dale 2-6 0-0 5, Isabella 
Swineford 0-1 1-2 1, Ryland Graft 0-1 
0-0 0, Mekynzi Beck 0-0 0-0 0, Haley 
Williamson 0-0 0-0 0. TOTAL: 24-54 
7-10 62.
WOODLAN (5-5): Reagan Wieden-
hoefer 0-7 2-3 2, Alyssa Anderson 
15-18 3-3 33, Brooke Kneubuhler 5-16 
0-0 13, Emma McDaniel 0-1 0-0 0, 
McKenna Goble 1-8 0-0 3, Makenna 
Smith 0-1 0-0 0, Layla Hodson 0-1 0-0 
0. TOTAL: 21-52 5-6 51.
   Norwell     22  16  13  11   -62
   Woodlan     9  16  16  10   -51
Three-point shooting: Norwell 7-19 
(Norris 0-1, Waldman 1-4, Saalfrank 
2-7, Rosswurm 3-5, Dale 1-2), Wood-
lan 4-25 (Wiedenhoefer 0-4, Kneu-
buhler 3-11, McDaniel 0-1, Goble 1-7, 
Smith 0-1, Hodson 0-1).  Rebounds: 
Norwell 29 (Rosswurm 5), Woodlan 
33 (Anderson 12, Smith 6). Turnovers: 
Norwell 10, Woodlan 21. Personal 
fouls: Norwell 12, Woodlan 15. Fouled 
Out: Smith. Technical fouls: None. 
Junior Varsity: Norwell 64, Woodlan 28.

Knights get fast start, hang 
on to defeat Woodlan girls

By MICHAEL MAROT, AP Sports Writer
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — When Curt Cignetti took the 

Indiana job last fall, he promised immediate success.
It wasn’t boastful bluster.
After daring the doubters to Google his winning pedi-

gree, the son of a Hall of Fame football coach delivered on 
his word by leading the Hoosiers to a school-record 11 wins, 
a top 10 ranking and an improbable first playoff berth that 
set up a Friday night game at No. 3 Notre Dame.

Cignetti was named The Associated Press Coach of the 
Year on Tuesday, collecting 30 of 45 votes from AP Top 25 
voters. Arizona State coach Kenny Dillingham finished sec-
ond with eight votes, Oregon coach Dan Lanning received 
five and SMU coach Rhett Lashlee got two.

“Thank you to The Associated Press for this tremendous 
team honor,” Cignetti said. “Our program has had a great 
season and we look forward to opening the College Football 
Playoff against Notre Dame on Friday.”

Few thought such a season was possible at Indiana, much 
less in his first season. Cignetti authored an eight-win turn-
around that captivated the nation at a school with the most 
losses in Football Bowl Subdivision history.

Then again, all the 60-year-old Cignetti does is win.
He’s never had a losing record in 14 seasons as a head 

coach and has a reputation for making quick turnarounds 
everywhere he goes — Alabama, where he served as Nick 
Saban’s first recruiting coordinator and won a national title, 
following his father to Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
or at FCS school Elon and James Madison, where he pre-
sided over the most successful transition from the FCS to 
FBS in NCAA history.

Cignetti won conference coach of the year awards at IUP, 
Elon, James Madison and now in the Big Ten with Indiana. 
Cignetti brought most of his coaching staff and 13 players 
from the Dukes to Indiana and the results were as surprising 
as they were at any of his previous stops.

Even Notre Dame coach Marcus Freeman took note.
“I didn’t know much about him, so I took a minute and 

Googled him and looked at some of the things he’s done in 
the past at his other places,” Freeman said Sunday, a week 
after the playoff pairings were announced. “He’s won every-
where he’s been. He’s done a great job.”

The winner of seventh-seeded Notre Dame (11-1) and 
10th-seeded Indiana advances to the quarterfinal round 
against second-seeded Georgia (11-2, No. 2 AP).

Curt Cignetti named 
AP Coach of the Year

Balanced scoring helps Lady 
Tigers get 10th straight win

Isabella Stout launches a shot in the lane in the second quarter 
Tuesday at Southwood. (Photo by Glen Werling)


