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Meyer Building receives Business of the Year
By JONATHAN SNYDER
Meyer Building was named the 

Business Of The Year by the Wells 
County Chamber of Commerce on 
Monday.

Jason and Matthew Gerber 
were both surprised with bal-
loons, a cookie cake and smiles 
from friends and family as part 
of the announcement. Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Direc-
tor Erin Prible addressed the staff 
and family on hand, celebrating 
the achievement and their commit-
ment to the community.

“The impact you have made 
in our community, the lives you 
touch in meaningful ways, and 
the way you go above and beyond 
for your customers — you leave a 
lasting impact wherever you go,” 
Prible said.

Meyer Building’s nomina-
tion letter, sent in by John Rein-
hard, states that Meyer’s work 
is incredibly varied within their 
scope of post frame buildings. The 
work involves general contract-
ing for residential homes, schools, 
churches and office buildings, 
in addition to storage structures. 
Meyer has their handiwork in 
Wells County and throughout Indi-
ana, Michigan and Ohio.

“We’ve just grown significantly 
in the amount and size of projects 
we’ve been doing,” Jason said. 
“We’re doing a couple of projects 
on State Road 201, a couple local 
projects that have been pretty neat 
to work on, that are nice sized and 
just grow our expertise in what 

we’re doing.”
Meyer’s dedication to their 

employees is another point of 
pride for the company. Meyer 
started a program where employ-
ee-raised funds for organizations 
employees care about will be 
matched by the company. Meyer 
also has donated to Loving Shep-
herd Ministries, Forgotten Chil-
dren, 4-H and Helping Hands.

“Meyer Building has a name, 
and can that be helpful to an orga-
nization?” Matthew said about 
their donation philosophy. “Not 
because we’re something so spe-
cial, but can we come alongside 
an organization and partner with 
them.”

Meyer has also shown their 
excitement for growth in Wells 
County. While the amount of 
Meyer-built projects in Wells 
County has grown through the last 
five years, the Gerbers see it as an 
opportunity to invest in a commu-
nity they both grew up in while 
also adding to their business ven-
tures. 

“We have seen growth in 
Wells County, and that’s exciting 
because we want to be invested 
here,” Matthew said. “We want to 
provide a great place to work here. 
If we could provide an awesome 
job here and opportunities (here), 
that’s cool.”

“We both grew up in Bluffton, 
we’ve lived in Bluffton,” Jason 
said. “We’ve worked outside 
Bluffton and had good relation-

Above are building staff, 
along with family, friends 
and other Chamber of 
Commerce Staff. At left, 
Matthew Gerber address-
es and congratulates the 
hard work of their employ-
ees. (Photos by Jonathan 
Snyder)

Kunkel hired as BHS 
assistant principal

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Brent Kunkel will be the next 

Bluffton High School assistant 
principal. 

His promotion was approved 
Monday by the Bluffton Har-
rison Metropolitan School Dis-
trict board of trustees. Kunkel 
was recommended by incoming 
principal Stacy Morrison and cur-
rently teaches weights, physical 
education and economics while 
coaching for the football and track 
teams. He has taught at the high 
school since 2011 and hopes to 
build relationships with students, 
faculty and the community. 

He will follow Morrison, who 
will serve as principal following 
Steve Baker’s retirement at the 
end of the school year.

“The best part of my job is 
building relationships with stu-
dents, faculty members, and mem-
bers of the community, and I look 

forward to building upon these 
relationships, and creating new 
ones in this position,” Kunkel said 
in a press release. “Bluffton High 
School is known for our culture of 
excellence, and I look forward to 
working with all members of the 
BHS family to continue to build 
upon that foundation.”

Kunkel and his wife, Danielle, 
have four children who also attend 
BHMSD — Cora, Wesley, Eliza 
and Harrison.

Also during the meeting, 
Superintendent Brad Yates report-
ed that new panels for BHS’s con-
struction will arrive in early Janu-
ary. Yates has previously discussed 
issues with mismatching panel 
colors to the school board during 
their Nov. 18 meeting. This led to 
a recall after meetings between the 
school and construction team. 

Installation should resume in 
the first four to six weeks of 2025. 

Addition-
al ly,  over 
$63,000 in 
grant  s t i -
pends  for 
teacher appreciation were paid out 
to teachers at BHMSD, approxi-
mately $415 to $545 per teacher 
depending on circumstances.

Yates also announced that the 
district’s attorney Colin Andrews 
has expanded his duties as a pros-
ecutor and will step away from 
private services for the district. In 
response, Yates began reaching 
out to other firms in the state and 
will provide a recommendation at 
the board’s January meeting. 

The board also recognized 
Andrew Cook, who was awarded 
the BHMSD Educator of the Year 
in November. Baker shared his 
excitement about Cook’s growth 
throughout Cook’s 10 years of ser-

Completion of highway 
garage drags on

By HOLLY GASKILL
Final construction items at 

the new Wells County Highway 
Garage have now stretched six 
months past the project’s initial 
“substantial completion.”

Highway Department Super-
visor Shawn Bonar presented a 
list of 17 unfinished items to the 
County Commissioners during 
their meeting Monday evening. 
Bonar has discussed many of these 
items for months, such as heat and 
air conditioning issues in the tech-
nical room.

The building has been in use 
for roughly 10 months and com-
missioners approved “substantial 
completion” in June. Also on the 
list were two roof leaks, waterline 
concerns, and the installation of 
multiple overhead door thresholds.

Bonar said he walked through 
the building with Project Manager 
Conor Jackson last week and iden-
tified issues, but did not have a 
deadline for the work. 

Bonar and Sheriff Scott Hol-
liday have shared ongoing issues 
with their respective building proj-
ects. On Monday, Holliday shared 
that all final items should be com-
pleted by mid-January.

Meanwhile, Bonar also report-
ed that paving between county 
roads 200 S and 300 S will not 
take place before spring. The road 
soil failed tests for its sulfate con-
tent and the contractor, Gradex, 
was ordered to remove the 14 
inches of soil and replace it with 
stone. Bonar stated that Gradex 
initially wanted to pave immedi-
ately, but would not warranty the 
road.

Commissioner Blake Gerber 
then recognized Bonar’s work in 
responding to a water line issue 
at the courthouse in November. 
Gerber stated that Bonar stayed 
on-site from approximately 7 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. working despite being 
unable to eat before a doctor’s visit 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2) (Continued on Page 2)

Seniors, disabled Hoosiers, children on waiting list for services
By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
Two separate waitlists overseen 

by the Family and Social Servic-
es Agency have been likened to 
crises by critics, delaying much-
needed health and child care ser-
vices to Hoosiers in need. 

And now FSSA has added a 
third waiting list for applicants 
seeking child care services under 
the Child Care Development Fund 
and On My Way Pre-K. 

The vouchers support low-
income families earning less than 
150% of the federal poverty level, 
or roughly $45,000 for a family of 
four. Many low-income families 

couldn’t afford child care without 
such subsidies and would instead 
drop out of the workforce, halting 
their professional development 
and no longer contributing to a 
community’s economy.

The agency has provided sev-
eral updates to its waitlist for Med-
icaid waiver services, programs 
that are critical for Hoosiers seek-
ing assistance as they age and for 
Hoosiers with disabilities. After 
starting the list earlier this year — 
and increasing the number of Hoo-
siers invited off each month — 
more than 12,000 Hoosiers are still 
waiting, including 4,617 Hoosiers 
on the Health and Wellness Waiver 

and 7,611 seniors on PathWays.
Enrolled families will continue 

to receive child care vouchers “as 
long as funding permits,” accord-
ing to the release, and a reassess-
ment will start in the next federal 
fiscal year in October.

Several Democratic lawmakers 
from both chambers decried the 
move, which is the first time FSSA 
had employed a waitlist since 
2018.

House Minority Leader Phil 
GiaQuinta, D-Fort Wayne, pointed 
to the lack of affordable options 
for parents and lamented the short-
age of providers. 

“This waitlist is a result of all 

federal childcare funds being used 
to their capacities here in the state. 
If you recall, Republican leader-
ship told us recently that Hoosiers 
shouldn’t look to the state to solve 
this monumental problem,” Gia-
Quinta said in a statement, linking 
to a story from WRBI. 

GiaQuinta vowed that his cau-
cus would focus on child care — 
something he previously criticized 
Gov.-elect Mike Braun for omit-
ting from his legislative agenda. 

Sen. Shelli Yoder likened the 
new waiting list to “a moral fail-
ure and fiscal disaster,” pointing to 
the Republican majority’s decision 
to expand private school vouchers 

to nearly all Hoosiers in the last 
budget session rather than putting 
funds toward early childhood edu-
cation.

“We’re telling a family of four 
earning up to $230,000 that they 
qualify for a need-based private 
school voucher, while a family 
earning $38,000 doesn’t qualify 
for a Pre-K voucher. That’s not 
just unfair—it’s absurd,” Yoder, 
D-Bloomington, said in a release.

In its release, FSSA pointed 
to the number of recent chang-
es implemented by the General 
Assembly earlier this year, includ-
ing the decision to expand sub-

(Continued on Page 2)
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sidy funding to child care 
employees explicitly and 
raise the eligibility level — 
moves that came without 
extra funding.

More than 70,000 chil-
dren have benefited from 
CCDF while nearly 8,000 
children enrolled in pre-K 
programming, according to 
the agency.

Waitlists can serve two 
important functions, said 
Sam Snideman, the vice 
president of government 
relations for United Way of 
Central Indiana. Firstly, they 
can manage scarce resourc-
es but waitlists also signal to 
decision makers “how much 
demand there is for a partic-
ular good or service.”

Child care is one of the 
three priorities for the orga-
nization ahead of the 2025 
legislative session, alongside 
action on housing and medi-
cal debt. Roughly six out 
of every ten children who 
need child care have access, 
with a shortage of services 
that costs the state an esti-
mated $4.2 billion annually 
in missed tax revenue and 
employee shortages. 

“… child care and pre-K 
services are really critical to 
the ability of the adults in a 
child’s life to work and to 
be economically productive, 
which means it’s also criti-
cal to the proper functioning 
of the broader macro econo-
my,” Snideman said. “When 
we don’t have access … 
we’re really holding back — 
not only these kids and the 
sort of educational develop-
ment that happens in those 
settings — but also the eco-
nomic opportunity and pros-
perity for their families.”

The legislature took lim-
ited, non-budgetary action 
earlier this year but Snide-
man said early childhood 
education advocates always 
knew 2025 would be a big 
year.

“So much of the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan and other 
COVID-era supports from 
the federal government were 

going away,” Snideman said. 
“We’ve been using those 
funds in ways that sort of 
supported expansion and 
enrollment … to support 
and stabilize the sector from 
the provider perspective and 
from the family perspective.”

Budget writers have 
warned that funds will be 
tighter during the 2025 ses-
sion, in which the General 
Assembly will craft Indi-
ana’s next two-year budget. 
But Snideman said legisla-
tors will have to provide 
adequate resources for child 
care funding, “and that is 
not going to be cheap.”

Building upon a pilot 
model from earlier this year, 
the group also proposes pur-
suing a “tri-share” model 
in which the government, 
employers and individu-
als split the costs of child 
care. Michigan and a pilot 
in northeast Indiana have 
been early pilots of this 
model and shown some pre-
liminary success, Snideman 
noted, but Indiana’s model 
could be tailored for specific 
economic groups or sectors. 

Dozens of Hoosiers have 
publicly shared their wait-
ing list experiences, includ-
ing elderly Hoosiers who 
spent down their financial 
resources in order to qualify 
for Medicaid. Needing help 
and anticipating Medicaid 
assistance, they moved into 
assisted living — only for 
the bill to come due as they 
sat on the waitlist.

In addition to providing 
for assisted living expenses, 
the Medicaid waiver also 
covers other home- and 
community-based services, 
such as attendant care, adult 
day care, home-delivered 
meals or structured family 
care. 

A coalition pointed to 
the recent reorganization of 
Medicaid services, includ-
ing the introduction of man-
aged care, and the program’s 
$1 billion shortfall. In 
return, FSSA made a series 
of unpopular decisions to 
curtail certain services and 

introduced the Medicaid 
waiver waitlist. 

“… the State made abrupt 
and drastic changes to the 
Indiana Home and Commu-
nity-Based Waivers — now 
called the PathWays Waiver 
and the Health and Wellness 
Waiver—neglecting to con-
sult key stakeholders and 
failing to consider the short-
term and long-term effects 
on Hoosiers and the Indiana 
State budget,” the coalition 
of organizations said in a 

release last week. 
Members include AARP 

Indiana, The Arc of Indiana, 
the Indiana Assisted Living 
Association, LeadingAge 
Indiana, elder law attorneys 
and more. 

Some Hoosiers have 
turned to the courts for 
relief, accusing the state of 
“failing its mandatory duty 
under federal law to ensure” 
that such services are avail-
able in a class action lawsuit 
filed in October. 
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Meyer Building Weather
Tuesday, December 17, 2024

(24-hour observations at 11:20 p.m. Monday)
High: 57; Low: 40; Precipitation: 0.28 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.17  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 43. West wind 10 

to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Tonight: A 30% chance of rain after 4 a.m. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 31. Calm wind becoming east 
around 5 mph after midnight. 

Wednesday: A 40% chance of rain before 1 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 40. Light and variable wind becom-
ing northwest 5 to 10 mph in the afternoon. Winds could 
gust as high as 20 mph. 

Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
26. Northwest wind 5 to 10 mph, with gusts as high as 20 
mph. 

Thursday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 37.
Thursday Night: A slight chance of rain and snow 

before 1 a.m., then a chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 27. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Friday: A 40% chance of snow, mainly before 1 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 34.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 20.
Saturday: A 20% chance of snow. Partly sunny, with a 

high near 29.
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 14.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 27.
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 17.

Above, Jason Gerber and Erin Prible, executive director of the Chamber of Commerce cele-
brate the award. (Photo by Jonathan Snyder)

ships out there, but it’s neat 
to be able to come back to 
our hometown and interact 
with the people we grew up 
with.”

The top vision statement 
for the company on Meyer 
Building’s website is to 
achieve “strategic and sus-
tainable growth that increas-
es our impact for the King-
dom of God.” The Gerbers 
want every interaction to be 
impactful for both business 
and for their relationships, to 
help others and themselves 
grow as people.

“Ultimately we want to 
better people by their con-
nection and interactions 
with Meyer Building,” Jason 
said.

jonathan@news-banner.com

vice.
“It was so neat to watch him grow 

from that first year teacher to where 
he is today,” Baker said. “He’s grown 
into one of the strongest teachers in the 
building. Students want to be a part of 
his class. He’s a team leader … and he 
has just become an extremely valuable 
part of our team.”

The board also approved a reso-
lution to transfer all funds from the 
Curricular Materials Fund to the 
Education Fund. The Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly recently enacted an 
act that requires schools to transition 
those funds and deactivate the Cur-
ricular Materials Fund. Furthermore, 
a monthly transfer from the Educa-
tion Fund to the Operations Fund was 

also approved by the board. Additional 
transfers to balance different line items 
were also approved by the board.

Yates announced that board reorga-
nization and a Board of Finance meet-
ing will occur in their Jan. 13 meeting. 
Additionally, the board:

• Approved BHS guidance secretary 
Gwen Craighead’s resignation at the 
end of the 2024-2025 school year.

• Terminated ISS teacher Patricia 
Gay Schoeff, effective Nov. 15.

• Approved employment recom-
mendations for Mitchel Bertsch as spe-
cial purpose bus driver; Caleb Geimer 
as middle school boys’ swimming 
coach; Ryan Thomas as volunteer high 
school wrestling assistant Coach; Ben 
Ramseyer as volunteer high school 
boys track assistant coach; Grace 

Moser as high school volleyball assis-
tant coach; Adam King as high school 
weight room supervisor; and Cindy 
Smith-Gagle, Alisha Lee and Wendy 
Kaehr as substitute teachers. The board 
also announced their intent to employ 
a middle school special education 
instructional assistant.

• Accepted donations of $180 from 
Keven Shutt for high school intense 
intervention and life skills class; $660 
from Adams Wells Manufacturing Alli-
ance for the elementary school robot-
ics club; $200 from PMB Mechanical 
to the wrestling program; $200 from 
Tyeger’s Pizza for the eSports pro-
gram; and hot chocolate packets from 
Peyton’s Northern for elementary 
school classroom holiday parties.

jonathan@news-banner.com

the following day. “This guy 
saved us thousands of dol-
lars,” Gerber emphasized.

Also during the commis-
sioner meeting, the board 
approved multiple board 
appointments for 2025. 

New appointments were 
Lisa McCormick to the 
Community Corrections 
Advisory Board, replacing 
Commissioner Jeff Stringer, 
and David Ferguson to the 
Huntington Public Library 
Board, replacing Jessica 
Mankey. Additionally, Tim 
Rohr and Tyson Brooks were 

re-appointed to the Area Plan 
Commission among five 
applicants. Bruce Stinson 
and Andy Stoller were also 
re-appointed to the Regional 
Sewer District among four 
applicants. 

The following appoint-
ments were renewed: Bonar 
as highway supervisor, Bob-
bie Studebaker as courthouse 
custodian and ADA coordi-
nator, Ted Storer as county 
attorney, Nate Whitacre 
as county engineer, Roger 
Richardson as IT director, 
Dewey Randall as veterans 
officer, Mike Miller as 911 

director, Bill Dowty to the 
cemetery board, Dr. Mary 
Donley to a one-year term on 
the health board, Steve Bales 
to a four-year term on the 
health board, Ben Beer to a 
three-year term on the Prop-
erty Tax Board of Appeals, 
Nathan Shrock to a one-year 
term on the PTABOA, Rob-
ert Mautz and Mike Shumm 
to the Rockcreek Conservan-
cy District, Laura Dalrym-
ple, Shari Duncan and Diana 
Collins to the sick bank com-
mittee, and Michelle Blount 
and Jon Winne to the Wells 
County Convention and Vis-

itors Commission.
Due to Commissioner 

Mike Vanover’s absence, the 
board postponed appoint-
ments for the Emergency 
Management Director, Alco-
holic Beverage Commission, 
and a second appointment to 
the Cemetery Board. They 
also did not vote on appoint-
ments the commissioners 
currently occupy on the 911 
Advisory Board, Economic 
Development Commission, 
EMA Board and EMS Board.

The commissioners will 
meet next at 5 p.m. on Jan. 6. 

holly@news-banner.com
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By WHITNEY 
DOWNARD

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana’s next governor 

has added a layer of man-
agement with his incoming 
cabinet, with just two of 
the eight members serving 
as agency heads in addition 
to their secretarial duties. 
Other positions in the cabi-
net include the adjutant gen-
eral of the Indiana National 
Guard, the superintendent of 
the Indiana State Police and 
the lieutenant governor.

All eight will oversee 
several agencies and report 
directly to Gov.-elect Mike 
Braun. In contrast, Gov. 
Eric Holcomb had two 
dozen members in his cabi-
net, including direct reports 
from agency heads. 

“So much of the inef-
ficiency in government is 
when it sprawls and you 
don’t have any real good 
management structure to it,” 
Braun said at an Indianapo-
lis steakhouse on Friday. 

He likened it to adopt-
ing a new technology with a 
steep up-front cost.

“Sometimes you might 
be spending a little more on 
the structure of something 
— and I don’t view it as this 
being the case — because 
I can see how savings are 
going to immediately flow 

from it,” Braun said. “… the 
goal is going to be, as I’ve 
said many times, to show 
how you can do more with 
less. Government always 
wants to get more done; 
they want more to do it.

 Incoming members of 
Gov.-elect Mike Braun’s 
cabinet listen to Braun on 
Dec. 13, 2024 in Indianapo-
lis. From left: Sec. of Trans-
portation and Infrastructure 

Matthew Ubelhor, Indiana 
State Police Superintendent 
Anthony Scott and Secre-
tary of Commerce David 
Adams. (Whitney Downard/
Indiana Capital Chronicle)

“That’s not the real 
world. It doesn’t work that 
way and that’s not called 
productivity,” Braun contin-
ued. 

Cabinet members would 
be “entrepreneurial and 

accessible,” though Braun 
didn’t clarify if each would 
be able to hire their own 
staff — which could add 
more government positions. 

INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 4:35 p.m., Cherry 

and Oak streets. Verbal alter-
cation over driving behavior, 
both drivers warned. 

Friday, 4:44 p.m., Elm 
and Bennett streets. Large 
pot hole in the roadway. 
Street Department notified 
and traffic cones placed. 

Friday, 8:44 p.m., 700 
block of West Wiley Avenue. 
Caller reported people with 
flashlights making loud nois-
es in a dark house. Two indi-
viduals advised they were 
renovating for a friend. 

Friday, 9:58 p.m., 500 
block of South Marion 
Street. Report of threatening 
messages. 

Friday, 11:19 p.m., Lan-
caster Park. Advised subject 
the park closes at 11 p.m.

Saturday, 1:54 a.m., Main 
Street and Sutton Circle. Car 
vs. deer, report to follow. 

Saturday, 4:23 a.m., Pak 
A Sak South. Crash, report 
to follow. 

Saturday, 4:24 a.m., 
Superior Auto Inc. Drugs 
found in repossessed in vehi-
cle. 

Saturday, 10:23 a.m., 
Dollar General. Vehicle 
blocking delivery door. 

Sunday, 12:28 a.m., Air-
plane Express. Two juve-
niles given ride.

Sunday, 2:02 a.m., 200 
block of East Townley 
Street. Bat in home, caught 
and released outside.

Sunday, 5:31 p.m., 400 
block of West South Street. 
Verbal altercation between 
neighbors. 

Sunday, 6:06 p.m., 300 
block of Arrowhead Trail. 
Welfare check, two arrested 
on warrant. 

Sunday, 7:34 p.m., 500 
block of South Marion 
Street. Caller observed male 
on bicycle stop by car, may 

have done something to car. 
Sunday, 7:47 p.m., 500 

block of South Marion 
Street. Caller reported man 
popped car’s tires. 

Sunday, 9:20 p.m., 500 
block of South Marion 
Street. Caller reported male 
slashed remaining car tires, 
left on bike. 

Sunday, 11:26 p.m., 
YMCA. Report of man 
walking through area with 
flashlight and yelling things, 
possibly hallucinating. 
Unable to locate. 

Monday, 3:16 a.m., 20/20 
Custom Molded Plastics. 
Report of employee under 
the influence of drugs, on 
break in vehicle. No mari-
juana odor observed. 

Monday, 10:08 a.m., 
Wells County Jail. Report of 
a stolen vehicle. 

Monday, 10:47 a.m., 800 
block of Westfield Drive. 
Caller reported an unknown 
vehicle left his carport. Vehi-
cle towed.

Monday, 11:21 a.m., 200 
block of North Oak Street. 
Report of possible break-in.

Monday, 11:45 a.m., 300 
block of North Williams 
Street. Report of identity 
theft.

County:
Friday, 3:03 p.m., 9000 N 

500 W, Markle. Report of a 
possible fraudulent check. 

Friday, 8:25 p.m., Wabash 
at Johnson streets, Bluff-
ton. Vehicle observed run-
ning red light, traffic stop 
initiated. Marijuana smell 
observed and driver admit-
ted to having “roach” in cen-
ter console. Driver exhibited 
some signs of intoxication in 
a field sobriety test and then 
received a chemical test at 
Bluffton Regional Medical 
Center. Toby Thomas Mor-
rison Jr., 46, Bluffton, was 
arrested for possession of 
marijuana, a Class B mis-

demeanor, operating with 
a controlled substance in 
the body, a Class C misde-
meanor, and operating while 
intoxicated endangerment, a 
Class A misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $3,000. 

Saturday, 11:38 a.m., 
Washington and Matthews 
streets, Bluffton. Citation 
issued for speeding. 

Saturday, 12:05 p.m., 
U.S. 224 and C.R. 500 W, 
Markle. Citation issued for 
speeding. 

Saturday, 12:36 p.m., 
C.R. 300 N and Merid-
ian Road, Bluffton. Citation 
issued for speeding.

Saturday, 12:40 p.m., 
River Terrace Drive, Bluff-
ton. Woman reported her 
father had not responded 
to her text the prior day 
and was not answering the 
door, both unusual behav-
iors. Maintenance let officer 
in and the man was found 
deceased. Man had pre-
existing health conditions 
and nothing appeared suspi-
cious.

Saturday, 3:15 p.m., 6277 
E 100 S, Bluffton. Deer per-
mit issued. 

Saturday, 6:13 p.m., C.R. 
1100 S and S.R. 3, Mont-
pelier. Vehicle returned to a 
suspended driver, traffic stop 
initiated. Driver released 
from the scene, but warrant 
requested for her arrest. 

Saturday, 7:47 p.m., Main 
and Riley streets, Bluffton. 
Vehicle observed traveling 
52 in a 40 mph zone, traffic 
stop initiated. Driver Jorge 
Garcia, 44, Fort Wayne, 
was arrested for operating a 
vehicle without ever receiv-
ing a license, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Booked and 
released. He was also cited 
for speeding. 

Saturday, 9:16 p.m., 
Main Street and Dustman 
Road, Bluffton. Vehicle plate 

returned to an unlicensed 
driver, traffic stop initiated. 
Driver Andrew Larreal, 27, 
Bluffton, was arrested for 
operating a vehicle with-
out ever receiving a license, 
a Class C misdemeanor. 
Booked and released. 

Sunday, 5:18 a.m., 4000 S 
Hoosier Highway, Bluffton. 
Officer dispatched in refer-
ence to a 911 hang-up. At the 
scene, a woman with several 
wounds reported that Travis 
Dewayne Beeks, 35, Bluff-
ton, had beaten her. Beeks, 
who reportedly had blood on 
his hands, denied the claims 
and said it was another man 
who had injured her while 
dangling drugs over her. 
The woman denied any drug 
involvement, but several par-
aphernalia were found in her 
bag and in the home. Beeks 
was arrested for domestic 
battery, a Class A misde-
meanor. Bond set at $25,000. 
A warrant was requested for 
the woman’s arrest related to 
the drug paraphernalia. 

Sunday 6:53 p.m., C.R. 
450 E and 100 N, Bluffton. 
Car vs. deer. 

Sunday, 8:15 p.m., C.R. 
900 S and 600 E, Bluffton. 
Caller reported her vehicle 
had slid off the roadway 
earlier. She didn’t have any 
vehicle damage to report, but 
wanted the ditch evaluated. 
Just ruts in the field, no fur-
ther action taken. 

Ossian:
Sunday, 10:11 p.m., 5000 

N 450 E, Ossian. Report of 
threats. 

ACCIDENTS
County:
Saturday, 7:25 p.m., C.R. 

100 N at 300 W, Rockford. 
Jacqueline Niver, 59, War-
ren, was driving a 2002 
Chevrolet Cavalier east-
bound on C.R. 100 N and 
looked down to grab a ciga-
rette. When she looked up, 

a stopped 2021 Chevrolet 
Tahoe driven by Bruce L. 
Raber, 73, Bluffton, was in 
her lane and she was unable 
to avoid collision. Raber 
advised he had stopped to 
check his mailbox. Both 
vehicles were towed. Dam-
age exceeded $10,000. 

ARRESTS
Gene Marie McClelland 

II, 49, Bluffton; compulsory 
school attendance for full-
term, a Class B misdemean-
or, and neglect of a depen-
dant, a Level 6 felony. Bond 
set at $10,000.

Ronald Lee Furry, 67, 
Bluffton; public intoxica-
tion, a Class B misdemeanor, 
and making a prohibited 911 
call, a Class A misdemeanor. 

Bond set at $1,500. 
Joslyn Ray Rasnick, 21, 

Garrett; possession of a 
syringe, a Level 6 felony, 
and possession of a con-
trolled substance, a Level 6 
felony. Bond set at $10,000. 

L o c a L / a r e a TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2024 • The News-Banner • Page 3

Police Notebook

Janice M. Uptgraft, 91
Janice M. Uptgraft, 91, of Bluff-

ton, passed away Monday morn-
ing, Dec. 16, 2024, at Heritage 
Pointe in Warren.

Janice was born in Archbold, 
Ohio, on Sept. 6, 1933, to Logan 
and Mildred (Rupp) Houchin. 
She married Jack W. Uptgraft in 
Bluffton on Oct. 24, 1952. He 
preceded her in death on July 
21, 2015.

Janice was a 1951 graduate 
of Bluffton High School and 
was a receptionist for Caylor-Nickel Clinic in Bluff-
ton for 25 years until retiring in 1998. She and Jack 
loved to travel and spent 12 years wintering in 
Texas. 

Survivors include two daughters, Deb (Bill) Pursley 
and Jody (Randy) Gentis, both of Bluffton; three grand-
sons, Ryan (Leah) Pursley, Randy (Gwen) Pursley and 
Cory (Aimee) Lucabaugh; a step-grandson, Ryan (Lindy) 
Gentis; five great-granddaughters, Renner Pursley, Far-
ren Pursley, Emery Pursley, Oaklee Pursley and Adleigh 
Lucabaugh; and two step great-granddaughters, Lily 
and Ella Gentis.

Private family services will be held at Six Mile Cem-
etery in Bluffton at a later date. 

Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluff-
ton has been entrusted with the arrangements.

Online condolences may be shared at www.goodwin-
caleharnish.com.

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

•  Easy Financing Options
•  Accepting most Dental Insurance Plans Including Delta Dental 

Premier, HIP2.0 and Medicaid

•  General Dentistry
•  Sedation Dentistry

•  Root Canals
•  Immediate Dentures

•  Wisdom Teeth
Removal

SAME DAY EMERGENCY EXAMS

DETAILED DENTAL CARE

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS

DR. HOTT

hottfamilydentistry.com

706 North Main Street,
Blu� ton, Indiana

Call Dr. Hott
260-824-2442

Philip E. Leonard

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton

824-3852

Calling: 3 - 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 17 and 
one hour prior to the service.

Funeral: 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, December 18 at 

the funeral home.

Top notch bus drivers
Norwell bus drivers received a collective “Bus Driver of the Year” recognition this year for their collaboration and cooperation 
this semester. (Photo submitted)

Governor-elect debuts full cabinet, defends 
decision to add government positions

(Continued on Page 6)
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Other Opinions

Letters to the Editor

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper. 

Bashar al-Assad’s downfall came 
not with a bang but a whimper. The 
Syrian dictator reportedly fled his 
home in the wake of a blitzkrieg 
advance by a coalition of anti-govern-
ment rebels. By Sunday morning he 
was gone – leaving armed groups as 
the country’s dominant political play-
ers. A spirit of anti-Assad sentiment 
surged across Syria, manifesting itself 
through displays of both celebration 
and defiance. The question now is 
whether this unleashed energy – bru-
tally suppressed by fear and authori-
tarian control – will become a unify-
ing force in building a new nation or, 
rather, a precursor to deeper divisions.

The fall of the House of Assad, 
which has ruled Syria for more than 
half a century, should be a warning to 
dictatorial regimes. Mr Assad’s depar-
ture underscores a broader truth: soci-
eties cannot indefinitely tolerate sys-
temic abuses, such as state-sponsored 
propaganda, corruption and violence. 
The fish rots from the head down. 
Mr Assad’s Syrian state collapsed 
from within, having spent more than 
a decade pursuing a reign of terror 
that only fuelled the very unrest it 
sought to suppress. The regime’s col-
lapse raises pressing questions about 
Syria’s future. With weak institutions 
and a frail civil society, the risk of 

disintegration looms large.
Syria’s prospects depend on both 

internal and external forces, and nota-
bly on Abu Mohammed al-Jolani, 
the leader of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 
(HTS), a former al-Qaida offshoot 
turned moderate Islamist faction. 
Credited with Mr Assad’s overthrow, 
Mr Jolani drove the strategic shift 
from jihadism to national liberation. 
In 2021, he declared that he had no 
intention of waging war against the 
west, and for the past five years he 
has overseen a semi-technocratic 
government in Idlib province for 3 
million people under Turkish pro-
tection. HTS has avoided extreme 
sharia interpretations, but remains 
designated a terrorist group. Critics 
say it is corrupt and intolerant of dis-
sent. However, Mr Jolani’s outreach 
to tribes, minorities and former foes 
has bolstered his national legitimacy, 
while even Moscow – once Mr 
Assad’s protector – may engage to 
secure its military bases.

Mr Jolani relies on allies, includ-
ing the Turkish-backed militia 
groups collectively called the Syrian 
National Army, which has a thuggish 
reputation. Re-elected on a pledge to 
return 3 million refugees, Turkey’s 
president, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, 
seeks stability in Syria, but fears that 

US-backed Kurdish regions in Syria 
may stir autonomy demands at home. 
Israel sees an Islamist-led Damascus 
as a threat, but finds comfort in Hez-
bollah’s inability to defend the Assad 
regime, as it prioritises the defence of 
its Lebanese bases. Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates, with their 
financial resources, could aid Syria’s 
reconstruction, but their past support 
for Mr Assad complicates their role. 
Encouragingly, Arab leaders said 
they would seek to avoid reigniting 
a 13-year-old civil war after talks in 
Qatar.

Syria will never be the same. Ordi-
nary Syrians have endured unimagi-
nable horrors under the Assad regime. 
But they have written this chapter 
of history. Their newfound freedom 
is shadowed by the daunting task of 
rebuilding lives and infrastructure. A 
shared hope to avoid violent vendet-
tas must guide efforts toward a just 
settlement. The Syrian people were 
often forsaken. In this moment of 
fragile hope, the world must not fail 
them again. A concerted international 
effort toward political stability, recon-
ciliation and reconstruction is essen-
tial to ensure their sacrifices lead to a 
lasting peace.

THE GUARDIAN
Distributed by the Associated Press

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: •  Our website 
link (Submit your Letter) •E-Mail: email@news-banner.
com • Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton IN 46714 •  Drop-off: 
125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton. All letters must be signed and 
must include a phone number or address in case verification is 
desired. Letters are edited for brevity and clarity. Letters must 
be no more than 500 words.  Please mark your correspondence 
as a “Letter to the Editor,”  or if you wish to express an opin-
ion to us but do not want it published, please mark as “Not for 
Publication.”

The News-Banner
(USPS 059-200)

Evening News est. 1892 • Evening Banner est. 1899 • Consolidated 1929

News-Banner Publications, Inc.
George B. Witwer, Chairman of the Board • Doug Brown, 

President, Publisher • Dianne Witwer, Secretary/Treasurer
Periodicals Postage Paid at Bluffton, IN 46714. Published every day except Sundays 
and principal holidays at 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton IN 46714, Post Office Box 436

Holly Gaskill, Editor
Mark Miller, Opinion Page Editor

A holiday hiccup.
Festive fail in ’24 but a 

Christmas comeback in ’25
The best-laid plans of mice and men 

often go awry.
That nugget of wisdom adapted 

from a line in “To a Mouse” by Robert 
Burns came to mind this weekend as 
we were driving home and admiring 
some of the beautiful Christmas lights 
in our neighborhood.

We had the Christmas music turned 
up as we applauded from the car so 
many of our neighbor’s efforts this 
year to spread some joy — from the 
festive green and red flood lightbulbs 
illuminating several houses to the set of three light-up 
glittering reindeer a few houses down.

We like to decorate outside every year as well and 
had planned to put up some lights and decorate the 
small spruce tree in our front yard like we’ve done 
every year since we moved here.

This year, however, you might mistake our place 
for being more like ole’ Ebenezer’s instead of Clark 
Griswold’s.

We didn’t get the lights up.
We didn’t get the tree decorated.
The 3.5-foot yuletide LED golden retriever in a gift 

box holiday yard decoration that I planned to buy and 
put in the middle of the front yard is still sitting on the 
store shelf. 

And those flood lights we talked about adding this 
year didn’t make it from the Amazon warehouse to our 
front door, as I never got around to ordering them.

We did manage to put in green and red light bulbs on 
our outdoor post light and outdoor garage wall lights, so 
perhaps we’re not as bad as Ebenezer.

The best-laid plans of mice and men often go awry.
We were out of town a couple of weekends and 

missed out on some great weather to do our outdoor 
decorating. The plan, however, was to decorate two 
weekends ago.

While we anticipated those out-of-town hiccups with 
our schedule, we didn’t count on the pharynx frenzy 
that would go on for more than a week — sending both 
my wife and me to the clinic and foiling our outdoor 
decorating this year. 

While I have never swallowed sandpaper, I think 
now I know what it would feel like — and it’s not 
something I’d recommend.

A nasty case of strep throat made its way to the 
Peeper house causing an inferno in my esophagus. I 
don’t think I have had strep throat since I was a boy, 
and I hope I’ll never experience it again. 

While venturing out in the colder-than-normal weath-
er that hit northeast Indiana last week to get the lights 
up didn’t happen, we tried to make up for it by doing a 
bit more decorating inside this year.

On the positive side, we’re both healthy again and 
full of ideas for how to decorate outside next year to 
spread a bit more Christmas joy than we did this year. 

Absence makes the heart grow fonder.
jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Justin
 Peeper

Why did Marc Andreessen — inventor of the first 
internet web browser, and perhaps the prime venture 
capitalist in Silicon Valley today — switch from his 
longstanding support of the Democratic Party and back 
President-elect Donald Trump this year?

Because, in his view, the Democrats who claim to 
be the great scourge of “disinformation” are threaten-
ing to embed disinformation in the bedrock of society. 
At least that’s my interpretation of Andreessen’s com-
ments in a wide-ranging interview with The Free Press 
cofounder Bari Weiss.

“My concern is that the censorship and political 
control of AI is a thousand times more dangerous than 
censorship and political control of social media — 
maybe a million times more dangerous,” Andreessen, 
a prime innovator of artificial intelligence, told Weiss. 
“The thing with AI is, I think AI is going to be the 
control layer for everything in the future — how the 
health care system works, how the education system 
works, how the government works. So that if AI is 
woke, biased, censored, politically controlled, you are 
in a hyper-Orwellian, China-style, social credit system 
nightmare.”

Like fellow tech titan Elon Musk, Andreessen 
has come to see the Democrats as “the ones who 
are trying to silence free speech.” However, unlike 
many Trump supporters, he does not fasten upon the 
obvious partisan example: Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken’s 2020 campaign enlistment of 51 current or 
former intelligence officials to depict Hunter Biden’s 
laptop as bearing “the hallmarks of Russian disinfor-
mation.”

That Democratic disinformation operation sup-
pressed facts about Biden family corruption during 
the campaign year, but not forever, as President Joe 
Biden’s pardon of his son showed.

Andreessen is concerned less about transitory parti-
san finagling and more about possibly permanent sup-
pressions of truth. An example he cites is the claim that 
“the COVID lab leak hypothesis was ‘misinformation’ 
and broadly censored on social media.”

I have written often about the lab leak hypothesis 
and how denigration of it was concocted by former 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
Director Anthony Fauci and former National Institutes 
of Health Director Francis Collins.

Starting in February 2020, they conspired to get 
colleagues who considered the lab leak likely to write 
a paper disparaging that theory and endorsing the idea 
that the virus came from a live animal market. No 
evidence of such transmission has been found, and 
presumably, Fauci and Collins’ control over millions of 
dollars in research funding helped persuade the authors 
to change their minds. After publication, Fauci airily 
referred the article to the press as if he had nothing to 
do with it.

Establishment press outfits were happy to play 
along, characterizing the lab leak theory as “already 
debunked” (The Washington Post) or a “fringe the-
ory” (The New York Times). The latter outlet’s lead 
COVID-19 reporter offhandedly referred to its “racist 
roots.” Facebook and pre-Musk Twitter, now X, fol-
lowed the cues and suppressed the lab leak theory even 
as they suppressed criticism of masking protocols and 

school closures.
By March 2023, the Energy Depart-

ment joined the FBI in concluding that the 
virus likely resulted from a lab leak. They 
were bolstered by multiple articles by for-
mer Times science writer Nicholas Wade, 
and by Matt Ridley and Alina Chan’s 
book, “Viral.”

Finally, this month, a detailed report by 
the House Oversight Committee not only 
endorses the lab leak theory as the most 
likely explanation of the virus but also, 
as Ridley wrote in The Telegraph, “lays 
out in gobsmacking detail just how much 
senior officials allegedly have schemed to prevent 
information emerging.”

What they were covering up, it becomes plain now, 
is that Fauci was commissioning the Wuhan laboratory 
to conduct gain-of-function research, making the virus 
more contagious to humans, presumably to develop 
means of defense. The report explains in painstaking 
detail how Fauci, in testimony before Sen. Rand Paul 
(R-Ky.), used a misleading definition when he vehe-
mently denied authorizing gain-of-function research.

One can argue the attempted coverup by Fauci 
and others ultimately failed. One can argue further 
that, unlike the Hunter Biden laptop coverup, this was 
not necessarily a partisan operation: It began during 
the Trump presidency and was uncovered in part by 
actions of the Biden administration.

However, one must also add that the scientists who 
led the coverup retained the capacity to shape pan-
demic policy, pressing successfully for measures that 
proved to be harmful or unnecessary, such as school 
closures, masking for children, and vaccine require-
ments for those with natural immunity from previous 
infection.

Another thing one must add: The press and social 
media billionaires who went along with the scientists’ 
speech suppression acted on the assumption that they 
were frustrating the intentions of Trump and his sup-
porters, whom they continued — and continue — to 
regard as something like Hitler and Nazis. Any evi-
dence in favor of things the Trump side was for, the 
media outlets felt an obligation to suppress.

For Andreessen, the key moment came after Jon 
Stewart went on Stephen Colbert’s show for an eight-
minute segment in which he pointed out that it “liter-
ally cannot be a coincidence that you have the Wuhan 
institute of bat viruses,” as he told Weiss.

After that, he said, “I was in a discussion at one of 
the big internet companies, where the discussion was 
like, ‘Did you see the Jon Stewart thing? Ha ha. That 
was really funny. I guess we should stop censoring the 
lab leak theory now. Ha ha.’ And literally, they stop 
censoring it that day.”

So his theory seems to be that if you want free 
expression and exchange of ideas in an AI world, it’s 
better to install a president such as Trump, whom the 
great establishments of government, journalism and 
academe will strive to rebut, rather than a Democrat 
whose comforting presence will leave them inclined to 
accept any convenient untruth.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Michael
Barone

Free speech: why a tech titan backed Trump

Assad’s downfall and the Middle East’s future

Congratulations to the 
Adams Central Flying Jets 
football team for winning 
the Class 2A State Champi-
onship over the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend! Quite a feat 
after losing the last three 
state finals games to India-
napolis Lutheran in 1A and 
being moved up to 2A. 

Something like this 
doesn’t happen too often for 
the 6 bi-county teams in any 
sport. The last I can remem-
ber was Bellmont winning 
state football in 2008, and 
Adams Central in 2000. 

I was hoping to see a blurb 
in the Banner, but nothing. 
Instead, we get Formula 1 
racing and Cleveland Guard-
ian stories. A recent Decem-
ber 7 article of the Southern 
Wells v AC boy’s basketball 

game was barely 2 lines long 
and only listed the score and 
scorers for Southern Wells, 
and no box score. 

This is not about Adams 
Central. It is about the kids 
and common community of 
Adams and Wells counties. 
As a high school sports fan, 
I am always happy to sup-
port local teams doing well 
in the state tournaments. 
This includes South Adams 
(AC rival) in the 2020 state 
football finals, and Norwell 
(AC rival) in both boys and 
girls basketball recently. 

Let’s do better, News-
Banner, in supporting the 
kids and community of both 
Adams and Wells counties.

MICHAEL NELSON
Bluffton resident
ACHS Graduate

Onward Central! Onward Central!

We are a Wells County newspaper and our focus is on the 
49 varsity Wells County teams, not to mention the middle 
school teams and other local sports. While we realize there 
are a number of AC fans in Wells County, we don’t claim 
that we cover Adams County sports which would be nice, 
but not realistic. 

We too were disappointed that we couldn’t get any cover-
age at all through our membership in The Associated Press. 
Historically, they have provided coverage of these champi-
onship games but for reasons still unclear, they did not this 
year.  Nor could we, at the last hour, find any information on 
the IHSAA website. 

We offer our congratulations to the Adams Central Fly-
ing Jets on their historic win.

Doug Brown, President and Publisher
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Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Complimentary concierge services for
all of your travel planning needs.

Stephanie Hiday - Travel Specialist
260-417-7656

s.hiday@magicalvacationplanner.com

•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines

•	All	Inclusive	
Resorts

Specializing in:

Good morning from a quiet 
Yoder household. It’s only my little 
early bird that’s awake with me. 
When Jesse was an infant, he had 
already figured out that morning 
was his time to be awake.

Last night, the children and I all 
gathered in a circle to open a large 
brown envelope from a reader 
friend, Mrs. Young, in Delaware, 
Ohio. This time, it was Joshua who 
opened it up. His eyes sparkled 
as he giggled and cut until he got 
it. An array of school papers that 
reflected Mrs. Young’s years of 
teaching, along with stickers, cal-
endars, and chewing gum, awaited 
inside. “Mom, may I open this 
packet of gum and place it on the 
shelf for Sunday morning?” Elijah 
wanted to know.

The children have adapted to 
our Sunday morning policy of each 
child getting a piece of gum after 
being dressed and combed, ready 
to leave for church. They were 
impressed with a new kind for next 
Sunday morning. Along with this, 
they know they won’t get gum 
through the week, that is, unless 
Aunt Gracie comes along. They 
know they’ll get some every time 
she comes to our house.

While Joshua was trying to get 
his package open and his older sib-
lings sat there thinking how fast 
they could have opened it, he final-
ly got it to where he pulled out a 
letter from the side. “It’s for mom,” 
Austin quipped.

I read it as Joshua kept work-
ing on the package. She wanted to 
know if I could share more on how 
Christmas is celebrated in our cul-
ture.

Of course, I’d love to share. So, 
my disclaimer will be that I won’t 
be able to speak for all plain peo-
ple, or even Amish folks for that 
matter, so I’ll just speak for our-
selves here in Southern Illinois.

My mother was the one who 
made Christmas special. Even 
today it is a special holiday, not 
because it is extravagant or that we 
have much ado, but simply because 
it’s a special time to rejoice. 
There’s good food, games for the 
children, Christmas songs, and the 

like. My mother takes her grand-
children Christmas caroling in the 
neighborhood just before Christ-
mas much like she did with her 
cousins when she was a little girl.

As a little girl myself, there 
was nothing quite like Grandma’s 
packages. Moving 400 miles from 
her and Grandpa was a dramatic 
change. Our visits were few and 
far between. Etched in my memory 
were all of us as a family gathered 
around a big cardboard box. Lift-
ing the flaps, we’d find carefully 
wrapped packages with our names 
written on them. The love that went 
into those packages could clearly 
be felt from 400 miles away. Life 
changes, but that love remains.

Now that our children are grown 
and most of us have families, I see 
Mom with a joy and dedication that 
touches my heart as she prepares 
for her children to come home for 

Christmas. We live in four different 
states, including Alaska, so those 
times of all gathering do not hap-
pen every year, thus making time 
together even more precious when 
it does happen. 

Then there’s Dad. As children, 
we all know how Dad is out for the 
ultimate good in our lives, no mat-
ter what. His strength of love has 
been demonstrated in many aspects 
over the years. One statement he 
has made numerous times has held 
my attention in a special way. He’d 
say, “I am fine to have my chil-
dren scattered all over the world, 
as long as they are all living for the 
Lord, and being a light to Him.” 
Dad’s love and protectiveness for 
his family won’t keep his children 
from going where God would send 
them. Even as a widow, I cherish 
Dad’s way of caring about me as 
his daughter and family, then ulti-
mately trusting God with our lives 
and future. He has shown me the 
true depth of love in action and the 
love that releases. 

This Christmas season, I got an 
urge to send cards and personal let-
ters to our many friends and sup-
porters. I was saddened when I saw 
that I could not make it happen. 

Please know that your cards, let-
ters, and support do make a differ-
ence. Also, may you be incredibly 
blessed for all the prayers offered 
on our behalf that only God knows 
about.

Lastly, I’ll share a recipe Daniel 
helped Julia make when she was 
three years old, and Austin was a 
newborn. With all of us being avid 
peanut butter lovers these didn’t 
last long. We now prefer using nat-
ural sugar substitutes and a home-
made chocolate.

Peanut Butter Balls
1 cup butter
2 cups peanut butter
1 ½ cups powdered sugar
1 ½ pound milk chocolate coat-

ing
 Cream together butter and pea-

nut butter. Add powdered sugar 
and mix well. Roll into balls, your 
choice of size; I prefer small ones 
with the children. Place onto a 
cookie sheet or flat-bottomed con-
tainer of any kind, freeze for one 
hour or until they’re set. Next dip 
in chocolate, one at a time. Place 
in wax paper-lined container. Chill 
and enjoy!

 Yields about 10 dozen.

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

Gloria shares her family Christmas traditions

Thanks to a generous gift from an anonymous donor 
admission to the Family Series concerts by the Fort 
Wayne Philharmonic will be free for the next three sea-
sons.

These sensory-friendly concerts are geared for kids 
ages 2 to 12 with Troy Webdell conducting.

The 2024-2025 series includes:
We Are One: Jan. 25, 11 a.m., Auer Performance Hall
Across the Stars: Feb. 22 at 11 a.m. at the Auer Per-

formance Hall.
Young Persons Guide to the Orchestra: March 22 at 

11 a.m. at the Auer Performance Hall
To secure free tickets go to tickets@fwphil,org or call 

260-422-4226.

Some local organizations are focused not
on selling products, but on improving 
the lives of disadvantaged community 

members. Non-profit groups, food banks and 
children advocacy organizations are all seek-
ing help this holiday season. 

And what they’re asking for is simply a 
hand. They need more manpower to achieve 
their goals and spread the word on their 
efforts. 

Lending Your Skill Set 
Can you spare a few hours every weekend in December? You may be 

asked to run errands or visit with people. Maybe deliver food or products to 
clients across town. 

Professionals in the creative services field can offer their skills free of 
charge as a holiday contribution. Developing a website, creating brochures 
or writing a mission statement for free can help your local group promote its 
missions. 

Locals helping locals will strengthen the community this holiday season. 

Food Donations 
Why not spend your Christmas spreading some holiday cheer – and deli-

cious food? You can spend some time cooking your favorite dish or baking 
some special cookies, then take them to your local food bank. 

Your gesture will surely be appreciated by the hungry, as well as by the 
food bank staff. And it is a simple act of kindness that can be turned into 
a tradition, passed on to children or replicated by your friends and family 
members. 

Charitable Contributions 
You may find yourself short on time this holiday season, but maybe you 

have a few dollars to donate to a local organization. Your contribution could 
go a long way toward furthering the cause of a group near and dear to your 
heart. 

And for that really hard-to-buy for person, perhaps they would appreciate 
a donation made in their name.

You can conveniently make online donations or in-person cash contribu-
tions. Either way, donating funds is a simple way to show your support while 
making a difference in the lives of those who need it. 

 SHOP LOCAL

Don’t Forget 
Non-Profits

Santa says ... Support your ho-ho-hometown!

Santa says ... Be sure to shop these businesses:

Gift “Chamber Bucks” ... available at the
Wells County Chamber of Commerce

 � Above & Beyond Vehicle Reconditioning
 � Balance Massage Therapy & Body Works
 � Bluffton Tire

 � Daniel’s Jewelers
 � Gerber Furniture
 � Habegger’s ACE

 � Lengerich Meats

 � Moser & Son
 � Mr Kool

 � Northwood Computer
 � Paddlefish

 � Parlor City Cabinetry
 � Wells County Chamber of Commerce

 � Wells County Foundation

Free tickets to Philharmonic’s 
Family Series concerts

Blessing Tree Donation
Southern Wells Community Schools recently helped donate items for the Markle Church 
of Christ Blessing Tree Program. Several different Southern Wells organizations, along 
with elementary and high school staff, bought gifts for the Blessing Tree Program to help 
needy families this Christmas. Pictured are Rhonda O’Reilly with the Markle Church, and 
sixth graders Olivia Hoffacker, Elise Schneider, Mrs. Hoffacker, Braelyn Boyer, Jessa 
Batten, and Rowan Quickery loading up all the gifts. (Photo provided)

Wild Zoo
Wonderland 

at Fort Wayne 
Children’s Zoo

Visits to the Fort Wayne 
Children’s Zoo during 
December include story 
times, visits with Santa and 
favorite animals.

Visiting dates include 
the weekends of: Dec. 6-8, 
13-15, 20-23, 26-30, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day.

For more information 
about the family fun events 
go to kidszoo.org.



By DAVE COLLINS
 and MIKE CATALINI 

Associated Press
TRENTON, N.J. (AP) 

— Drone-detecting devices 
deployed in New Jersey in 
the past week have found 
“little to no evidence” of 
anything nefarious or threat-
ening, Gov. Phil Murphy 
said Monday as calls grew 
for action to address the 
mysterious nighttime sight-
ings of suspected unmanned 
flights across the northeast-
ern U.S.

Murphy told reporters 
in Trenton that there were 
12 sightings of suspected 
drones in the state on Sat-
urday and one on Sunday. 
He declined to go into 
detail about the detection 
equipment, but said it was 
powerful enough to disable 
the drones, although he 
added that is not legal on 
U.S. soil.

Murphy, a Democrat, 
echoed calls by state offi-
cials elsewhere for Congress 
to allow them to deal with 
drones. Nearly all the power 
now rests with the federal 
government.

“It is extraordinary to me 
that, that a nation as great as 
ours and as powerful as ours 
has the deficiencies that 
we have now seen in living 
color as it relates to drone 
incursions,” Murphy said.

Federal officials, includ-
ing Homeland Security Sec-
retary Alejandro Mayorkas, 
have repeatedly said there 
are no signs that any drone 
operators have shown bad 
intent, nor is there evidence 
of foreign involvement.

“There’s no question that 
people are seeing drones,” 
Mayorkas told ABC’s 
George Stephanopoulos 
on Sunday. “But I want to 
assure the American pub-
lic that we are on it. We are 
working in close coordina-
tion with state and local 
authorities.”

But that hasn’t reassured 
everyone. Conspiracy theo-
ries about foreign actors, 
the U.S. government and the 
“deep state,” abound online, 
while elected officials con-
cerned about threats to mili-
tary bases, airports and other 
locations have increased 
their calls for federal offi-
cials to act.

The skeptics include 

President-elect Donald 
Trump, who suggested 
Monday that “the govern-
ment knows what is happen-
ing.”

“Our military knows and 
our president knows and for 
some reason they want to 
keep people in suspense,” 
Trump said. He refused to 
say whether he had been 
briefed on the drone sight-
ings.

New Jersey Sen. Andy 
Kim, a Democrat, told 
The Associated Press that 
officials could do a better 
job helping the public to 
understand what is going 
on, especially when people 
wrongly conclude they are 
seeing unmanned aircraft.

“What the public could 
use is like walking through 

that rather than just, you 
know, as a statement that 
says nothing, nothing to be 
concerned about,” he said. 
“I think it’s reached a level 
of just public attention that 
some greater level of depth 
is necessary.”

Kim said he’s heard no 
supporting evidence for the 
president-elect’s statement 
Monday that information is 
being withheld and that a 
lack of faith in institutions 
is playing a key part in the 
saga.

“Nothing that I’m seeing, 
nothing that I’ve engaged in 
gives me any impression of 
that nature. But like, I get it, 
some people won’t believe 
me, right? Because that’s 
the level of distrust that we 
face.”

He said each would have “a lot of 
latitude.” 

At the event, Braun assembled nearly 
every cabinet member — Jennifer-Ruth 
Green, the incoming public safety secre-
tary, was still on a military assignment 
— and called the government positions 
“the most exciting team we’ve had in 
state government for a long, long time.”

“We’ve reorganized the executive 
side to make it streamlined so it’s going 
to emphasize transparency, results (and) 
accountability,” Braun told reporters. 

He recapped his one term in Con-
gress, which culminated in a farewell 
speech last week, continuing his criti-
cism of the federal government.

“Here you’re going to see, I think, 
what government’s supposed to be 
about,” he said. 

He also repeated his company’s 
insurance “fix” to cap premiums in a 
high-deductible plan for his employees. 
Health care, he said, would be one of the 
hardest challenges to address, acknowl-
edging a tight budget in the upcoming 
session. 

He also vowed to collaborate with 
the state legislature “in a way that’s 
probably never been done before” and 
continue to visit all 92 counties regu-
larly.

Braun’s incoming cabinet includes:
Lisa Hershman, Secretary of Man-

agement and Budget and head of the 
Office of Management and Budget

Matthew Ubelhor, Secretary of 
Transportation and Infrastructure

Katie Jenner, Secretary of Education 
and head of the Department of Educa-
tion

David Adams, Secretary of Com-
merce

Mike Speedy, Secretary of Business 
Affairs

Jennifer-Ruth Green, Secretary of 
Public Safety

Suzanne Jaworowski, Secretary of 
Energy and Natural Resources

Gloria Sachdev, Secretary of Health 
and Family Services

Anthony Scott, Superintendent of the 
Indiana State Police

Braun hasn’t yet named an adjutant 
general.

915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton
260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com

Great Bedding 
At Great Prices

Mattress and FurnitureMattress and FurnitureMattress and FurnitureMattress and Furniture

The Wells County Foundation, Inc. 
222 W. Market Street
Bluffton, IN  46714 
260-824-8620 
www.wellscountyfound.org

to
CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
COUNTDOWN

www.LengerichMeats.com

Get Ready For 
    The Holidays

FRESH 
VARIETY

LOCAL
QUALITY

3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE
260.638.4123

Call & Order Your Holiday Ham Or Smoked Turkey
Pulled Pork with or without BBQ Sauce
Homemade Chicken Salad
Homemade Ham Salad • Sloppy Joe
Smoked Pork Chops • Smoked Turkeys
Summer Sausage • Cheeseballs
Canned Beef • Canned Chicken

1308 S. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON • 824-0418
BLUFFTON TIRE INC.

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00
WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM

Over 20 Major Brands of Tires • Since 1963

Wishing You Safe 
Travels for the 
Holidays! Have 

Your Car Serviced.
Blu� ton Tire Gift Cards

The Perfect Holiday Gift!

ASE Certi� ed Master Technicians
Check Out the Rebates We Have on Oil Changes!

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE

8
Days Until
Christmas
Days Until
Christmas
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Braun’s cabinet Drone detectors in New Jersey 
have found ‘little or no evidence’ 
of wrongdoing, governor says

Ukraine, U.S. say some North 
Korean troops have been killed 
fighting alongside Russian forces
By SAMYA KULLAB and TARA COPP 

Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Ukraine’s mili-

tary intelligence agency and the Pentagon 
said Monday that some North Korean troops 
have been killed during combat against 
Ukrainian forces in Russia’s Kursk border 
region.

These are the first reported casualties 
since the U.S. and Ukraine announced that 
North Korea had sent 10,000 to 12,000 
troops to Russia to help it in the almost 
3-year war.

Ukraine’s military intelligence agency 
said around 30 North Korean troops were 
killed or wounded during battle with the 
Ukrainian army over the weekend.

The casualties occurred around three vil-
lages in Kursk, where Russia has for four 
months been trying to quash a Ukrainian 
incursion, the agency, known by its acronym 
GUR, said in a public post on the Telegram 
messaging app.

At least three North Korean servicemen 
went missing around another Kursk village, 
GUR said.

The White House also said it now 
believes North Korean troops are on 
the “front lines” of Russia’s war and are 
“actively engaged in combat operations” 
against Ukraine.

National security spokesman John Kirby 
confirmed the assessment Monday after 
Ukraine’s government said North Korean 
troops had moved from support roles into 
direct fighting on behalf of Russia. Kirby 

said North Korean troops are taking casu-
alties in the fighting and promised a strong 
U.S. and allied sanctions response to North 
Korea.

Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder, Pentagon press 
secretary, told reporters that some North 
Korean troops have died in combat in Kursk 
but did not have a specific number of those 
killed or wounded. Those troops have pri-
marily been used in an infantry role and 
started fighting in combat operations about a 
week ago, Ryder said.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
referred questions to the Russian Defense 
Ministry, which didn’t immediately com-
ment.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has 
pledged unwavering support for Russia’s 
full-scale invasion of its neighbor under a 
mutual defense pact.

The alliance gave a jolt to international 
relations, and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said Monday that the planned deploy-
ment of U.S. intermediate-range missiles to 
Europe and Asia has brought new threats.

“In view of rising geopolitical tensions, 
we must take additional measures to ensure 
the security of Russia and our allies,” Putin 
told a meeting with top military brass. “We 
are doing it accurately and in a balanced 
way to avoid being drawn into a full-scale 
arms race.”

However, military analysts say the lan-
guage barrier has bedeviled combat coordi-
nation between Russian and North Korean 
troops.



By DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer

PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
— Jalen Hurts and Saquon 
Barkley both played through 
injuries that served more as 
minor inconveniences than 
long-term concerns for the 
Eagles.

Injuries heal.
So, it turns out, do 

bruised egos and hard feel-
ings caused by criticism and 
gossip spread not by fans, 
social media tolls or sports 
talk radio — but from 
inside Philadelphia’s locker 
room.

Hurts connected with 
wide receivers A.J. Brown 
and DeVonta Smith for 
touchdowns and the Eagles 

put to rest any in-house dis-
sention over their offense 
in Sunday’s 27-13 win over 
the Pittsburgh Steelers.

The Eagles (12-2) won 
their 10th straight game, a 
franchise record. A victory 
this weekend at Washington 
would give them the NFC 
East title, and they moved 
into a tie with Detroit for 
the best record in the confer-
ence.

With three games left, the 
No. 1 seed and a first-round 
bye are still in play. All they 
need to do is stay healthy.

Hurts said he played 
through a broken finger 
on his non-throwing hand 
while Barkley, the NFL’s 
rushing leader, said he 

battled “a little something” 
against the Steelers that 
forced him to the medical 
tent.

When the Eagles are 
on the same page, injuries 
might be the only thing that 
can slow them down.

“I just felt extremely 
locked in and focused 
through the entire week, 
through what could have 
been a time where people 
could say, ‘What’s going 
on over in Philadelphia?’” 
coach Nick Sirianni said.

Smith and Brown both 
grumbled about the state 
of the passing game fol-
lowing a lackluster effort a 
week earlier against Caro-
lina. Defensive end Brandon 

Graham then suggested in a 
radio appearance there were 
problems between Hurts 
and Brown.

After they thumped Pitts-
burgh, the Eagles acted like 
one big happy family in the 
locker room.

“Behind closed doors, 
we talk about that, we called 
each other out,” Brown said. 
“That’s very uncomfort-
able. You don’t want to feel 
like you’re getting attacked. 
We’re trying to get on the 
same page. We’re trying to 
win.”

The passing game. 
Brown had eight catches 
for 110 yards, and Smith 
had 11 for 109 yards a week 
after they combined for 

only eight catches and 80 
yards. Hurts finished with 
290 yards passing and two 
touchdowns.

“I asked the question to 
everyone. ‘Hey, we’re going 
to have to go do this togeth-
er.’ Started with that, and 
then I said, ‘Let’s not forget 

to keep the main thing the 
main thing,’” Hurts said. “I 
said, ‘You do know what 
the main thing is, right?’ 
And they were spot on. So 
we can’t forget that. And it 
takes everyone to win. And 
it can look a ton of different 
ways.”
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123 S  JOHNSON  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar O�  Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music
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This Saturday Night Dec. 21st

Starts 8 pm - Black Widow
Friday Night Dec. 27th
Starts 8 pm - Karaoke! 

Saturday Night Dec. 28th
Starts 8 pm - Jailbreak

Weekly Drink Specials and Events!
Sundays Biscuits & Gravy 

9am - until GONE!

1595 Harrison Plaza • Bluff ton, IN

A Purchase of $3500 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons. 

Expires 12/31/2024

A Purchase of $4500 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons. 

Expires 12/31/2024

$300 $500
off off

MARIACHI LOCO
     Mexican Grill & Bar
MARIACHI LOCOMARIACHI LOCO

Call for Carry-Out 260-827-0616

Habegger earns first 
Miken Habegger bowled in the Fort Wayne USBC Youth 
Tournament of Champions on Sunday, Dec. 15 at Pro Bowl 
West. He bowled an 885 securing him first place in the Divi-
sion One Handicap Division and first place in the Division 
One Scratch Division. (Photo submitted)

Colts blame themselves for costly miscues, 
need solutions to salvage playoff hopes

By MICHAEL 
MAROT

 AP Sports Writer
INDIANAPOLIS 

(AP) — One by one, the 
Indianapolis Colts took 
responsibility for the 
long list of embarrass-
ments Sunday

Wi d e  r e c e i v e r 
Michael Pittman Jr. 
regretted showing his 
frustration on the field. Rookie receiv-
er Adonai Mitchell explained he never 
saw Broncos linebacker Nik Bonitto 
when he lobbed a fateful lateral across 
the field toward quarterback Anthony 
Richardson. And running back Jona-
than Taylor apologized to his team-
mates for dropping the ball — literally 
and figuratively.

The explanations continued Mon-
day when coach Shane Steichen told 
reporters he was ultimately responsible 
for the miscues that led to the devastat-
ing 31-13 loss at Denver.

“It comes down to consistency and 
it starts with myself,” Steichen said. 
“We’ve got to be consistent in every-
thing we do. We’ve got to take care of 
the football moving forward because I 
thought our defense played a heck of a 
game.”

But it’s the lingering inconsistency 
that may wind up costing the Colts 
(6-8) a playoff spot.

Indy hasn’t had consecutive wins 
in two months. And while some grow-
ing pains are expected from a second-
year quarterback such as Richardson, 
his play has varied wildly, sometimes 
from drive to drive or play to play.

And on Sunday, it wasn’t just Rich-
ardson’s two interceptions or Mitch-
ell’s ill-advised throw that Bonitto 
turned into a game-changing touch-

down. Steichen blamed 
himself for trying to 
give his team a spark 
with the play call and 
putting Mitchell in a 
tough spot.

“It was there pretty 
much until (No.) 15 
(Bonitto) turned into Ed 
Reed,” Mitchell said, 
referring to the ball-
hawking Hall of Fame 

safety.
Indy had five turnovers, including a 

rare lost fumble from Pittman, which 
led to a field goal for Denver, and the 
one Taylor will never forget when he 
let go of the ball before crossing the 
goal line.

Instead of giving the Colts a 20-7 
lead, the touchdown came off the 
board and Denver got the ball back 
because it bounced out of bounds for a 
touchback.

“We’ve talked about those (situa-
tions),” Steichen said, referring to sim-
ilar circumstances that have happened 
around the league this season. “We 
talk about letters and logos (in the end 
zone) and finishing through the end.”

But with three games left and Indy 
two games out of the AFC’s seventh 
and final playoff spot — and down a tie-
break to the Broncos — Sunday’s deba-
cle could seal Indy’s postseason fate.

What’s working
Turnovers. While it’s an up and 

down season for the Colts’ defense, 
too, one facet where they have 
excelled is takeaways. Indy intercepted 
Denver rookie Bo Nix three times and 
it helped Indy take the lead into the 
fourth quarter.

What needs help
Complementary football. The Colts 

still have not really found an answer to 

why the offense, defense and special 
teams have not played well together all 
season. The loss to Denver was a per-
fect illustration. On a day the defense 
gave up only 10 points through three 
quarters, the offense essentially gave 
away 14 with the fumble return and 
Taylor’s drop.

Stock up
S Nick Cross. He’s having a break-

out season in his third year. He has 
130 tackles, after logging only 56 total 
in 2022 and 2023, the first sack of his 
career and against Denver he picked 
off his third pass of the season.

Stock down
Mitchell. The rookie has been criti-

cized all year over a variety of issues. 
First, it was dropped passes. Then, it 
was questions about his route running. 
Now, he’s being asked about the deci-
sion to throw the ball.

Injuries
WR Alec Pierce left with a con-

cussion and Steichen said he’s in the 
concussion protocol. ... The bigger 
questions continue to center on the 
offensive line. Pro Bowl center Ryan 
Kelly was not activated from injured 
reserve this week and even though 
backup Tanor Bortolini could have 
played, Steichen went with Danny 
Pinter at center anyway. The Colts also 
announced Saturday that RT Braden 
Smith has been placed on the reserve/
non-football illness list, ending his sea-
son. Smith has been dealing with an 
undisclosed personal matter.

Next steps
Steichen is encouraging his team to 

stay hopeful that if it plays hard the next 
three weeks, it just might get the help it 
needs to make the playoffs for the first 
time since 2020. And if that doesn’t hap-
pen, he wants everyone to know there’s 
still plenty on the line this season.

Burrow keeps Bengals 
offense going in 
sloppy win over Titans

By MITCH STACY
  AP Sports Writer

CINCINNATI (AP) — Joe Burrow 
keeps throwing touchdown passes and 
the Cincinnati Bengals have won two in 
a row for just the second time this season.

However, the star quarterback was 
far from happy with the effort.

“It was too sloppy, we had too many 
penalties, too many procedural penal-
ties, I had too many turnovers,” Burrow 
said after Cincinnati beat the Tennessee 

Titans 37-27 on Sunday. “It was just a frustrating day on 
offense.”

It certainly was a messy affair. There were myriad turn-
overs, including two interceptions thrown by Burrow, and 
penalties galore. The Bengals (6-8) were flagged 14 times.

The combined 10 turnovers were the most in an NFL 
game since 2007. And it was the first NFL game since 2000 
to feature at least 10 turnovers and at least 25 penalties.

A meaningless touchdown for the Titans at the end of the 
game made it seem closer than it was. Cincinnati had car-
ried a 17-point into the fourth quarter.

“To be honest with you, we weren’t playing good ball 
today,” running back Chase Brown said. “I mean, defense 
backed us up there a couple of times, got us back on the 
field. So big tribute to them. Outside of that, we could have 
been a lot better. We put some points on the board, but when 
we watch the film, there’s got to be a lot to learn from.”

The win kept the Bengals’ slim playoff hopes alive, 
but just barely. They would likely have to win their three 
remaining games and get a lot of help from other teams. 
They are on the bubble with two other 6-8 teams.

Burrow continues to have a terrific season whether the 
Bengals win or not. Against the Titans, he was 26 for 37 for 
271 yards and three touchdowns. He became the fifth NFL 
quarterback with at least three touchdown passes in six con-
secutive games. He’s in good company. The others are Tom 
Brady (10 in 2007), Andrew Luck (8 in 2018), Peyton Man-
ning (8 in 2004) and Dan Marino (7 from 1986-87). Bur-
row’s 36 touchdown passes this season broke his previous 
franchise record of 35 from 2022. ... WR Ja’Marr Chase 
became the first NFL receiver this season with 100 catches.

The 49ers suspend De’Vondre Campbell
By JOSH DUBOW

 AP Pro Football Writer
SANTA CLARA, Calif. 

(AP) — The San Francisco 
49ers suspended linebacker 
De’Vondre Campbell for 
the rest of the regular season 
after he refused to enter a 
game after losing his start-
ing job.

General manager John 
Lynch announced the news 
on Monday that Campbell 
was suspended for three 
games for conduct detri-
mental to the team.

The news came four days 
after Campbell’s refusal 
to go into a game against 
the Los Angeles Rams was 
decried by coaches and 
teammates as a “selfish” act. 
Coach Kyle Shanahan said 
Friday that Campbell would 
no longer be part of the 
team, with the only question 
whether that would be by a 
suspension or an outright 
release.

The team opted for the 
suspension. The Collec-
tive Bargaining Agreement 
allows teams to suspend a 
player for up to four games 
without pay for conduct det-
rimental to the team and fine 

them one week’s pay.
“I just lost all respect,” 

cornerback Deommodore 
Lenoir said Monday. “I’m 
a person that’s going 110% 
every play. ... I just feel like 
he’s a cancer to the team.”

Campbell makes about 
$67,000 in base salary each 
week under the one-year $5 
million contract he signed 
in March. Campbell also 
will miss the chance to earn 
$60,000 in weekly roster 
bonuses and the Niners 
could try to recoup about 
$111,000 from Campbell’s 
signing bonus.

Had the 49ers waived 
Campbell, he would have 
had the opportunity to be 
claimed or sign with another 
team.

Campbell had started 
12 of the first 13 games 
of the season and played 
90% of defensive snaps for 
the 49ers but was benched 
Thursday night after Dre 
Greenlaw came back for his 
first game since tearing his 
left Achilles tendon in last 
season’s Super Bowl.

When the 49ers wanted 
to put Campbell in the game 
in the third quarter because 

Greenlaw was 
sidelined with 
soreness in his 
Achilles tendon, 
Campbell refused, 
something Sha-
nahan said has 
never happened 
to him in his time 
as a head coach or 
an assistant in the 
NFL.

Defensive end 
Nick Bosa said he 
got a sense of Campbell’s 
frustration before the game 
but didn’t say anything at 
the time.

“In the locker room 
before the game, I heard 
some complaining,” Bosa 
said. “I was going to say 
something but didn’t 
because I didn’t want to 
create more of a distrac-
tion. But I kind of felt it. I 
kind of saw the foreshad-
owing. I definitely didn’t 
think it was going to result 
in that.”

Bosa said he doesn’t 
regret not trying to make it 
an issue before the game 
because “if he was going 
to do that then he’s not the 
type of guy to be here.”

C a m p b e l l 
walked off the 
field with a towel 
draped over his 
head and went 
into the locker 
room before the 
end of the game 
with the Rams 
that almost ended 
the 49ers’ playoff 
hopes.  Shana-
han said he didn’t 
send Campbell to 

the locker room and didn’t 
know why he left the field.

Campbell’s decision left 
his teammates angered and 
bewildered after the game 
and that hadn’t changed a 
few days later. But Bosa 
said he doesn’t see Camp-
bell’s actions as a reflection 
of a team that has lost its 
way.

“This  locker  room 
is great,” he said. “It’s 
always been great. But 
sometimes when you bring 
somebody who’s older 
in from a different place, 
you don’t know. He was a 
good dude. It’s not like I 
didn’t like him. But there’s 
no issues in this locker 
room.”

Eagles shove aside injuries, in-house dissention to celebrate 10-game win streak

De’Vondre
 Campbell

Joe Burrow



 By AGDAILY
According to new data 

from the Association of 
Equipment Manufacturers, 
U.S. sales of Ag tractors and 
combines fell in November 
2024 compared to the year 
before.

“November’s sales of Ag 
tractors and combines fol-
low the same pattern of the 
last few months softness 
in the market,” said AEM 
Senior Vice President Curt 
Blades. “This slowdown 
in sales can be traced back 
to high interest rates and 
uncertainty in the overall ag 
economy.”

Canadian sales of Ag 
tractors dropped 18.8 per-
cent while combines fell 
39.4 percent in November 
2024 compared to the year 
before.

Sales of 2WD farm trac-
tors have decreased across 
all horsepower ranges:

Tractors under 40 HP 
fell by 14.5 percent, with 
125,567 units sold in 2024 
compared to 146,816 in 
2023.

Mid-range tractors (40 to 
100 HP) saw a 10 percent 
decline, with sales dropping 
from 55,346 units to 49,796.

Larger 100+ HP tractors 
experienced the steepest 

drop at 16.4 percent, with 
sales of 20,774 units in 2024 
versus 24,859 in 2023.

The overall category of 
2WD farm tractors declined 
by 13.6 percent, totaling 
196,137 units sold in 2024.

Sales of 4WD farm trac-
tors, often used for large-
scale farming operations, 
showed a smaller decline of 
1.6 percent, with 4,001 units 

sold compared to 4,068 in 
2023. However, monthly 
sales in November alone 
dropped by 40.8 percent, 
highlighting recent volatil-
ity.

The self-propelled com-
bine category has faced 
even sharper declines. Year-
to-date sales fell by 24.1 
percent, with only 5,120 
units sold in 2024 compared 

to 6,746 in 2023. November 
sales were down 46.7 per-
cent from the same month 
last year, indicating a signif-
icant contraction in demand.
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Three complete 
Midwest Agricultural 
Banking School
First Bank of Berne is proud 
to announce that three of its 
team members, Tim Frantz, 
Dustin Arnold and Karley 
Walker, successfully com-
pleted the Midwest Agricultural 
Banking School held Dec. 
2–5, at Purdue University. The 
Midwest Agricultural Banking 
School is a premier program 
designed to provide bankers 
with practical knowledge in 
agricultural credit and finance, 
farm management, marketing, 
and related subjects.  

“Our employees’ completion of 
this rigorous program demon-
strates First Bank of Berne’s 
unwavering commitment to 
supporting the financial needs 
of our local agricultural com-
munity,” said Jayde Ketring, 
First Bank of Berne Agribusi-
ness Banking Manager. “Tim, 
Dustin, and Karley’s dedica-
tion to professional growth will 
further enhance our ability to 
serve area farmers and agri-
businesses with expert guid-
ance tailored to their unique 
challenges.” (Photo submitted)

‘Velocity’ from AgriNovus Indiana to 
Accelerate More Ag Businesses in ’25

By ErIc PfEIffEr
Hoosier Ag Today

We told you the other 
day about the Producer-Led 
Innovation Challenge from 
AgriNovus Indiana and the 
$25,000 check that goes 
along with that challenge 
that looks for tech solutions 
to on-farm problems. When 
they announced mobile soft-
ware startup Gripp as this 
year’s winner last week, 
they also announced some 
exciting news about next 
year’s challenge.

“We’ve heard time and 
time again from our part-
ners that, what if we could 

do more? What if we could 
support at a higher level?”

Geoff Zentz, Senior 
Director of Innovation for 
AgriNovus discusses how 
the Producer-Led Innova-
tion Challenge will transi-
tion into an accelerator pro-
gram called Velocity begin-
ning in early 2025.

“Velocity is that next 
evolution. It’s going to be 
a six-month program in 
which we support inno-
vators in three different 
verticals that we believe 
are going to be key for the 
future of the Indiana agbio-
science economy. Those 

three are on-farm innova-
tion, food is health inno-
vation, and bioinnovation 
as a whole. Those three 
are going to be the areas 
in which we focus to find 
problems that exist in the 
space, support innovators as 
they tackle those problems, 
and we’re fortunate enough 
to be able to now offer three 
$25,000 checks at the end 
of that rainbow to seed three 
different companies to drive 
forward into those ideas.”

And what does this ulti-
mately mean for Indiana 
farmers?

“This means that Indi-

ana farmers are going to 
have Indiana innovation 
making their lives better, 
making their checkbooks 
thicker, making their yields 
higher, and ultimately mak-
ing their operation more 
sustainable, more revenue 
generating, and having a 
better quality of life in the 
long run.”

Companies, individuals 
and entrepreneurs who want 
to participate in Velocity 
can access more informa-
tion and a registration link at 
the AgriNovus website. The 
deadline to register is Janu-
ary 12, 2025.

Indiana’s poultry industry continues 
to seek new export opportunities

By c.J. MILLEr
Hoosier Ag Today

When it comes to poultry, Indiana is 
among the top producers in the nation. 
That’s why ag leaders are continuing 
to find new markets for poultry around 
the world to raise its value back here at 
home.

Indiana is the number one producer 
of duck in the U.S., number three for 
egg production, and number four for 
turkey production. The state’s two 
main duck producers, Maple Leaf 
Farms and Culver Duck, have seen 
a great deal of success because of the 
demand for duck in Asia, Canada, 
Mexico and other foreign markets.

Becky Joniskan, President of the 
Indiana State Poultry Association, says 
the worldwide demand for Indiana 
poultry products are growing because 
more people around the world have the 
money to spend.

“As the middle class continues to 
really grow in Asia, in the Middle East, 
and even in Africa, [poultry products 
are] one of the first areas they look 

where they might spend that extra cou-
ple of dollars on protein,” according 
to Joniskan. Poultry and eggs are very 
flexible and culturally adaptive sources 
of protein, so those markets are very 
much out there and very much grow-
ing.”

She says another area for export 
growth for Indiana poultry is through 
hotels and restaurants around the 
world.

“They are a very significant mar-
ket—they are larger in bulk and easier 
to sell to move more product that way,” 
she says. “It’s a fantastic way to intro-
duce new products into a country.”

A sample of Perdue’s turkey prod-
ucts, which are raised and produced 
from farms in Indiana. Photo courtesy 
of the Indiana State Department of 
Agriculture.

Joniskan was recently in Wash-
ington, D.C. for the Winter Meeting 
for the USA Poultry and Egg Export 
Council to discuss how a shift in 
trade policies under a new administra-
tion could impact the poultry and egg 

industries in 2025 and beyond.
“We have lots of great support 

with the National Turkey Federa-
tion, United Egg Producers, National 
Chicken Council, and other agricul-
tural organizations that are out there 
making sure people are aware how 
policies affect folks on the ground in 
Indiana who are producing food for 
the nation,” says Joniskan. “Part of 
being out there in Washington this 
week was meeting with representa-
tives from those national organiza-
tions who not also participate in these 
conversations, but they’re also rep-
resenting Indiana’s poultry and egg 
producers when meeting with law-
makers on Capitol Hill.”

Indiana is the seventh largest ag 
exporting state in the U.S., with $7.4 
billion worth of ag products being 
shipped outside the U.S. in 2022. 
Indiana’s poultry and egg sectors are 
responsible for as much as $15.07 bil-
lion in total economic activity through-
out the state supporting more than 
49,000 jobs in 2022.

U.S. sales of tractors, combines drops in Nov. 2024
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Left out of family fun
Dear Annie: I am a single mother to 

my one daughter, who is now 29. She 
moved from our hometown because 
that’s where she met her husband, and 
she now has a son, my grandson, who 
is 1 1/2 years old. She asked me when 
she first got pregnant if I would move 
down to where they live to babysit Mon-
day through Friday for them. Long story 
short, I did move. I left all my friends 
and family behind, although they are 
only two hours away. And now she 
decided to have him in day care, so I 
only babysit on an as-needed basis. 

It has been and still is very hard for 
me being in this new city. I don’t know 
anybody and am still single, having left 
my companion when I moved down 
here. And it seems like the only time I 
see my grandson is when she needs me 
to babysit him. 

Recently, she signed him up for tod-
dler soccer, and I told her that I wanted 
to go to see him play. This past Saturday, 
they went, and she never asked me to 
join them. Her husband sometimes has 
to work on Saturdays, and it seems like 
she only invites me to things when he 
is working and not able to attend. I am 
feeling kind of hurt about this but don’t 
want to bring it up to her because I don’t 
want to start a huge conversation. 

I have been lonely and have been liv-
ing here for a year now. I’m thinking 
about moving back to my hometown but 
I’m torn because of not being able to see 
my grandson as often. 

My question is, do you think I am 
being unreasonable to feel hurt that she 
doesn’t ask me to attend things when her 
husband is going? Should I move back 
to my hometown, which is two hours 
away, so I can have a social life? — 
Homesick

Dear Homesick: It sounds like 
freaked-out first-time mom was the one 
who requested you move to her neigh-
borhood. Now that she’s in the groove 
of her parenting duties, she no longer 
needs the extra hands — which doesn’t 
mean she doesn’t appreciate you but 
does mean she is preoccupied with her 
immediate family.

Move back to your hometown and 
reconnect with your partner. Sitting by 

the phone waiting 
for invites does not 
make for a fulfill-
ing social life.

Dear Annie: 
My son’s father 
has recently told 
me he wants to do 
everything he can 
for our son, who 
is almost 4. How-
ever, ever since our son was born, I have 
barely had any help. All he did was go to 
work in the morning and come home to 
play video games. 

Our son used to go to his father to 
spend time with him only to be pushed 
away and told “no” because his father 
was busy playing a game. For that, my 
son is a mama’s boy, which is fine with 
me.

Now I’m with someone else who 
sees my worth, and we have a little girl 
due Dec. 26. We are also engaged. 

I’m not sure how I feel about my 
son’s father suddenly wanting to be in 
our son’s life and claiming he will do 
whatever it takes. You don’t choose 
when you feel like being a parent. Any 
advice? — Stressed-Out Mom From NY 

Dear Stressed-Out Mom: Yes, his 
paternal instinct is kicking in four years 
late — but for your son’s sake, it’s better 
late than never. 

He’s already missed out on moments 
he’ll never get back. But don’t let your 
resentment toward him prevent your son 
from ever getting to know his father. An 
imperfect parent is better than an absent 
one.

Start small. Invite your son’s father to 
join your family for dinner once a week. 
If his commitment to your son is indeed 
more than just a phase, gradually loosen 
the reins. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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12/17 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Vindica-
tion 

Life Today 
with 

Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Mysteries 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

FBI "Riptide" (N) FBI: Int "You'll Never 
See It Coming" (N) 

FBI: Most Wanted "The 
Electric Company" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Chicago Fire "The 
People We Meet" 

Chicago Fire "Who 
Lives and Who Dies" 

Chicago Fire "An Agent 
of the Machine" 

Chicago Fire "Trading in 
Scuttlebutt" 

Chicago Fire 
"Purgatory" 

Chicago Fire
"Deathtrap" 

Chicago Fire "Telling 
Her Goodbye" 

Chicago Fire "Babies 
and Fools" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

NBA (L) (N) NBA Basketball NBA Cup, Championship: Teams TBA
Professional basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

St. Denis
(N) 

Night 
Court (N) 

Motown Smokey Robinson and Halle Bailey host a 
festive night of performances to celebrate Motown.

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Suits Suits Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

Goldbergs 
"Cocoon" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 

News (N) 
WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Finding Your Roots 
"On Broadway" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline
(N) 

Joy -- Christmas With the 
Tabernacle Choir (N) 

Too Hot to Handel -- The Gospel 
Messiah (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Joy -- Christmas With 
the Tabernacle Choir 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
Finding Your Roots 
"On Broadway" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Joy -- Christmas With the 
Tabernacle Choir (N) 

Too Hot to Handel -- The Gospel 
Messiah (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Joy -- Christmas With 
the Tabernacle Choir 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang LEGO LEGO enthusiasts face off in brick-building 
challenges to be crowned LEGO Master. (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
The Rookie "End 
Game" 

The Rookie "The 
Knock" 

The Rookie "Fight or 
Flight" 

Married at First Sight "You Into Some Crazy Stuff" (N) (:05) Married-Sight "You 
Into Some Crazy Stuff" 

Married-Sight "You 
Into Some Crazy Stuff" 

FX 24 132 136 148 <++ Jingle All the Way Arnold Schwarzenegger. <+++ Home Alone (‘90) Joe Pesci, Macaulay Culkin. <++ Home Alone 2: Lost in New York (‘92) Macaulay Culkin. < Disney's A Christmas... 

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E! 26 142 114 236 
(4:00) <+++ Meet the Parents (‘00) 
Ben Stiller, Robert De Niro. 

<++ Meet the Fockers (2004, Comedy) Ben Stiller, Dustin 
Hoffman, Robert De Niro. 

<+ Little Fockers (2010, Comedy) Ben Stiller,
Owen Wilson, Robert De Niro. 

E! News
(N) 

The Kardashians "Whatever It Takes; 
A New Reality" 

PARMT 30 241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Top Gun: Maverick (2022, Action) Miles Teller, Jennifer Connelly,
Tom Cruise. 

To Be Announced Program information is not yet 
available. 

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) College Basketball North Carolina vs. Florida

From Spectrum Center in Charlotte, N.C. (L) (N) 
College Football Scooter's Coffee Frisco Bowl: Teams TBA From Toyota Stadium in Frisco, 
Texas. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) The Point (L) (N) Basketball Michigan State vs. Oakland (L) (N) College Basketball Oklahoma vs. Michigan (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportCtr Good Guy 

FDMW 33 418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory NASCAR 2023 Charlotte: 

Coca-Cola 600 
Offroad 
Odyssey 

Snow 
Motion 

Foul Territory Baseball the way it should be 
covered and exclusive interviews with MLB stars. 

The Card 
Life Kansas

All Blacks FIBA 
Basketball

Sports 
Stars 

Athletes Unlimited Pro 
Volleyball 

USA 34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Paternity" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Streetwise" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Signature" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Inconceivable" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Undercover" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Authority" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Trade" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Swing" 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
Moonshiners "Knockout 
Punch" 

Moonshiners "Bootleg 
Bottleneck" 

Moonshiners
"Vengeance Is Shine" 

Moonshiners (N) Game "Minecraft Builds 
an Empire" (N) 

Master Distiller "Still 
Builder Showdown" 

Master Distiller
"Delicious But Expired" 

Moonshiners

TLC 36 73 183 280 1000-lb Sisters 1000-lb "Peas Out, Yo!" 1000-lb Sisters 1000-lb Sisters (N) 1000-lb Sisters (N) (:05) Best Friends (N) (:05) Last Resort 1000-lb Sisters

HIST 38 77 120 269 
History's-Mysteries 
"The Shroud of Turin" 

Curse of Oak Island
"The Saga Continues" 

Curse of Oak Island
"Concrete Evidence" 

Curse of Oak Island "A 
Flood of Secrets" 

Curse of Oak Island
"Hide and Seek" (N) 

(:05) Tales "Decoding the 
Duc D'Anville" (N) 

(:05) Oak Island
"Concrete Evidence" 

(:05) Oak Island "A Flood 
of Secrets" 

A&E 39 134 118 265 Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Ro. Ragers (N) RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < A Very Merry 
Mix-Up (‘13) Alicia Witt. 

< The Santa Summit (2023, Romance) Benjamin 
Hollingsworth, Amy Groening, Hunter King. 

< Sugarplummed (2024, Drama) Janel Parrish,
Maggie Lawson. 

< Coyote Creek Christmas (2021, Romance) Ryan 
Paevey, Cameron Bancroft, Janel Parrish. 

< Christmas on Call 
(‘24) Sara Canning. 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(3:30) <++ Olympus 
Has Fallen 

<++ London Has Fallen (2016, Action) Aaron 
Eckhart, Morgan Freeman, Gerard Butler. 

<++ Deep Impact (1998, Drama) Tea Leoni, Elijah Wood,
Robert Duvall. 

<++++ Planet of the Apes (1968, Sci-Fi) Roddy McDowall, 
Kim Hunter, Charlton Heston. 

TBS 43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Showdown The golf match pits Rory McIlroy & Scottie Scheffler against Bryson DeChambeau & Brooks Koepka. Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
(3:30) <++ Hunter 
Killer Gerard Butler. (P) 

The Showdown: Rory/Scottie vs. Bryson/Brooks The golf match pits Rory McIlroy and Scottie 
Scheffler against Bryson DeChambeau and Brooks Koepka. (L) (N) 

<++ Pain & Gain (2013, Action) Dwayne Johnson, Ed Harris,
Mark Wahlberg. 

(:45) < Get 
Hard (P) 

AMC 45 131 254 
(4:00) <+ Vegas 
Vacation Chevy Chase. 

<+++ Elf (2003, Children) James Caan, Bob 
Newhart, Will Ferrell. 

<++ Four Christmases (2008, Romance) Reese 
Witherspoon, Robert Duvall, Vince Vaughn. 

<++ Christmas With the Kranks (2004, 
Comedy) Jamie Lee Curtis, Dan Aykroyd, Tim Allen. 

<++ Fred Claus (‘07) 
Vince Vaughn. 

COM 47 107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
Speak (L) (N) Wm. Basketball Seton Hall vs. LSU From the 

Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville, Conn. (L) (N) 
Hoops (L)
(N) 

Wm. Basketball Iowa State vs. Connecticut From 
the Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville, Conn. (L) (N)

Women's College Basketball Seton Hall vs. LSU
From the Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville, Conn. 

Wm. 
Basketball 

WGN 53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE 57 128 260 9-1-1 "First Responders" 9-1-1 "Treasure Hunt" 9-1-1 "Suspicion" 9-1-1 "Survivors" 9-1-1 "Panic" 9-1-1 "Desperate Times" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Home and Away" 

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped Beat: Holiday (N) Beat: Holiday Chopped Beat: Holiday
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 Real Housewives Real Housewives Real Housewives Real Housewives (N) Housewives "." (N) WatchWhat Real Housewives Housewives/NYC "." Real SLC 
NICK 68 170 299 SpongeBob Fairly Odd SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Bunk'd Bunk'd Jessie Jessie Jessie Jessie <+++ Encanto: Sing-Along (‘21) Stephanie Beatriz. (:35) New York-Heroez Raven Raven 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(3:35) <++ Home Alone 
2: Lost in New York 

(:15) Santa Claus Is 
Comin' to Town 

(:20) < Frosty the 
Snowman (‘69) 

(:55) < Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer 

<++ Dr. Seuss' The Grinch (‘18) Voices of 
Cameron Seely, Benedict Cumberbatch. 

The 700 Club <++ Richie Rich's 
Christmas Wish 

HBO  301 300 501 
Dune: Prophecy Get Millie 

Black 
(:45) <+++ Invictus (2009, Drama) Matt Damon, Tony Kgoroge,
Morgan Freeman. 

Hard Knocks (N) Hard Knocks Dune: Prophecy Hard Knocks

MAX  325 310 515 
(4:20) <+++ Wanted 
(‘08) James McAvoy. 

(:15) <++ The Last Witch Hunter (2015, Fantasy)
Elijah Wood, Rose Leslie, Vin Diesel. 

<+++ Gangs of New York (2002, History) Daniel Day-Lewis,
Cameron Diaz, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

(:45) <++ Anthropoid (2016, History) Jamie 
Dornan, Charlotte Le Bon, Cillian Murphy. 

(:50) < 
Terminato... 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) < No Country for 
Old Men (P) 

(:05) <+++ The Italian Job (2003, Thriller)
Charlize Theron, Edward Norton, Mark Wahlberg. 

Dexter: Original Sin
"And in the beginning..."

< The Dead Don't Hurt (2023, Drama) Viggo 
Mortensen, Solly McLeod, Vicky Krieps. 

(:15) The Agency
"Quarterback Blitz" 

(:15) <++ Get Rich or 
Die Tryin' 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:00) <+++ Urban 
Cowboy John Travolta. 

(:15) <+++ Hard Eight (1996, Drama) John C. 
Reilly, Gwyneth Paltrow, Philip Baker Hall. 

<+++ Heat (1995, Crime Story) Robert De Niro, Val Kilmer, Al Pacino. <++ The Net (1995, Thriller) Jeremy Northam, 
Dennis Miller, Sandra Bullock. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I am not 
opposed to Christians but 
I am opposed to the fact 
that they preach God’s 
love, the brotherhood of 
man, and we are people 
tied together by human 
bonds, while saying that 
only Christians make up 
the family of God. Isn’t 
this doublespeak? – B.F.

Answer: There is a 
great deal of misunder-
standing when it comes to 
the universal fatherhood of 
God and brotherhood. The 
majority of appeals made 
on behalf of peace are 
based on the idea of broth-
erhood. There is a wrong 
sense in which God is the 
Father of us all by cre-

ation. The truth is that 
God is our Creator. 
But the world seems 
blinded to the fact that 
for us to know God 
spiritually as Father, 

we must receive Christ as 
personal Lord and Savior 
and accept His forgive-
ness and His salvation. 
Only then are we brought 
into the family of God 
and become His children. 
His spiritual fatherhood 
belongs only to those who 
trust Him.

Class warfare is anoth-
er misunderstanding in 
society. The Bible says 
that there are only two 
classes of people: the 
saved and the lost; those 
who are going to Heaven 
and those who are going 
to Hell (see Matthew 
7:13–14). The family of 
God is simply made up of 
believers from every race 

and every nation.
Outside of Christ’s 

work on the cross – His 
death and His resurrection 
from the grave – there is 
bitterness, intolerance, ill 
will, prejudice, lust, greed, 
and hatred. Within the effi-
cacy of the cross of Christ 
Jesus, there is love and 
fellowship and new life, 
no matter the race, nation-
ality, or social standing. 
There is no Jew, no Gen-
tile. Those who belong to 
Christ are one great broth-
erhood in Him. This is the 
family of God.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 
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EmploymEnt
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
rangefor a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $58,300 - $70,500.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by Decem-
ber 27, 2024.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS

looking to hire an individual
for fast pace jobs including
labeling, inserting and deliv-
ering bundles of newspapers.
Must be willing to work from
4 a.m.-9 a.m. Monday-Satur-
day. Some heavy lifting, and
an Indiana drivers license re-
quired. Mail resume, or fill out
an application, to News-Ban-
ner, P.O. Box 436, 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN
46714.

Lottery NumbersS U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 20-32-34-35-

43
Cash4Life — 01-11-23-

35-52, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

06-16-18-19-27-31-32-34-
38-41-45-48-50-51-63-66-
67-70-72-77, BE: 45

Daily Three-Midday — 
02-03-09, SB: 02

Daily Three-Evening — 
03-09-07, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday — 
05-09-03-01, SB: 02

Daily Four-Evening — 
08-01-03-08, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening 
— 09-10-14-21-24-31-45-
46-53-56-59-65-66-67-68-
69-74-75-78-79, BE: 75

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $32.3 million

MEga MiLLions
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday):  $740 million
PowErbaLL

09-30-33-57-61 Power-
ball: 17; Power Play: 2X

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is Tues., Dec. 24!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
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Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is
Tues., Dec. 24!

Jan. deadline is
Tues., Dec. 24!

Jan. deadline is
Tues., Dec. 24!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Jan. deadline is
Tues., Dec. 24!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
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preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
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right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - Thomas B. 
& Mary Lou Woodward, seller. One of a kind picturesque real 
estate offering. Outstanding 4,014 SF on 8.45 acres, 4 bedroom, 
3 bath home with a 2 car detached garage. Scenic backyard with 
multiple utility sheds and gazebo, Wells County. Pat Carter, sale 
manager, 260-273-8294, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-426-0633, 
www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING ENDS DECEMBER 21 - Bidding starts closing at 1 
p.m. - Private collection, seller. 20 Marolf Ct., Fremont. Collec-
tion of exotic taxidermy mounts (over 150), zebra & bear skins, 
100’s of antlers, fully restored antique boat motors, bow & arrows, 
gun cases, hunting & camping equipment, vintage fishing lures, 
high-end art work, antiques & collectibles, watches & fine jewelry, 
power & hand tools, storage cabinets, household, vintage nauti-
cal items, more. Preview Dec. 18, 4-6 p.m. Sale managers Pat 
Carter, 260-273-8294, Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
DECEMBER 22-DECEMBER 31 - Bidding starts closing at 
2 p.m. - Estate of Richard Gerken and others, sellers. “Out-
standing year end auction.” Very high quality art deco, Lladro col-
lection art, mid century modern and Art Nouveau home furnish-
ings, International Harvester collection, 2011 Platinum Ford F150 
in pristine condition, high quality antiques, 3,500 record albums, 
vintage Schwinn bicycles, lawn mower, tools, advertising memo-
rabilia, Coca Cola collection, antique gas pump, country primi-
tives, military patches & pins, and more. Open house Dec. 26 
and Dec. 30 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St., Ossian, 
IN. Sale manager Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Steffen Group 
Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
DECEMBER 29-JANUARY 5 - Bidding starts closing at 2 p.m. 
- Estate of Eldrid Tinkel, seller. Large antique and collectible 
auction. Country primitives, early metal toys including vintage 
tractors, farm implements, trucks, boats, more, antique furniture, 
cast iron collection, antique brass cash register, antique stoves, 
large and rare collection of vintage graniteware, Fenton, Marion 
advertising memorabilia, vintage beer signs, crocks, long guns, 
coins, more. Open house Dec. 29, 2-4 p.m., Jan. 4, 10 a.m.-
noon, 1910 N Meridian St., Marion. Sale manager Brandon Stef-
fen, 260-710-5684, The Steffen Group Inc., Steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING JANUARY 2 at 10 
a.m. - (Online Only) - MD Landscaping LLC, owner. Over 
170+ Lots. John Deere 5525 W/ Belly Blade, Bobcat Dozer 96” 
Blade, 2016 International 4300 Box Truck, 2003 Wells Cargo 
Enclosed/Office Trailer, 84” 3-Point Cultivator, 2008 Ford F-350 
W/ Boss Snow Plow, 2007 Jeep Wrangler w/J Truck Bed, Volvo 
ECR88 Excavator Kawasaki 65TMVB Wheel Loader, Kubota 
SCL 1000 Mini Skid Steer, Skid Loader Attachments, Hardscape 
Stone, Walnut Slabs, Assorted Lawn Tools, Power Tools and 
much more. 3883 US HWY 33 Decatur IN, 46733. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com. 
BIDDING ENDS JANUARY 7 at 10 a.m. - (Online Only) - 
Wayne Metals LLC Machining Division, owner. Offering over 
200+ Lots. Roskelley 1440 Lathe, 2007 Haas SL-40T CNC Turn-
ing Lathe, Hardinge CHNCI Precision CNC Machine, Delta Floor 
Drill Press, Omni Turn GT-75 CNC Lathe, Targa Surface Grinder, 
Acer Milling Machine W/ Phase-2 3 Jaw Chuck, Abex Denison 
Stamp Machine, OOYA RE-1225H Drilling & Tapping Radial Arm 
Drill, Cincinnati Milacron Hawk 150 A2100 CNC Lathe, Weld-
ers, Tooling Cabinets, Large Selection of pallet racking, Power & 
Hand Tools and much more.  9312 Avionics Drive, Fort Wayne IN 
46809. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, kjauction.com, 260-
724-7402.

SpeciaL!
Earn Extra Cash by selling 

your “Unwanteds”!  
A 20-word, line classified 

ad is $5 for 5 Days! 
For Sale Items Only.
Contact the Bluffton 

News-Banner office at 
125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224, or 

classifieds.news-banner.com

5 for $5

COLLECTIBLE GENUINE

PORCELAIN dolls $15/each
and under. Call 260-273-7479
for pictures and details. Still in
boxes.

EZ PLANK LAMINATE floor-
ing, light oak. 10 boxes (26.69
sq. ft. per box) Call
260-273-7479. $250

PREMIER DESIGNS JEWEL-

RY - large variety of pieces
from distributor kit. Call
260-273-7479

VEhiclEs
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

sErVicEs
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

Need more employees! 
A 20 word, line classified in 
the Bluffton News-Banner 

for a month is $52.  
Contact the office at 125 N. 
Johnson St.,  824-0224, or 

submit on-line at 
classifieds.news-banner.com.

Help Wanted

Services

THE BATHROOM OF your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1,000 off 
or No Payments and No Inter-
est for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-855-699-1308 (I)

DIRECTV- ALL your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-885-8931 (I)
JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, waiv-
ing ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. (Of-
fer ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-866-
937-1159 (I)

Read & recycle 
this newspaper

 A Subscription to The News-Banner is Your
 Road Map to the World.

 Subscribe today.
 Just call (260) 824-0224.

 News • Sports • Finance • Politics • Entertainment
 • Editorials • and much, much more.

 The  News-Banner
 125 N. Johnson St. • Bluffton, IN 46714

 (260) 824-0224 • http://www.news-banner.com


