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By JONATHAN SNYDER
Two housing projects are on the Wells County Area Plan 

Commission’s watch list for 2025, along with potential clar-
ity and consistency on ordinance amendments.

Gorman and Associates came before the Bluffton Com-
mon Council throughout May, June and July with plans for 
an addition involving 40 new townhomes for rent at nearby 
Cottonwood Court, with the option to buy after 15 years. An 
additional development of 46 lease-to-own units for seniors, 
near Dustman Road is also planned.

Lautzenheiser reported that both of the planned develop-
ments were given tax credits to help develop those areas. 
While neither of those developments have hit APC desks 
yet, Lautzenheiser expects them to be heard sometime in 
2025.

“Those two projects will be bigger parts to our, I would 
assume, 2025 plans based on their schedules,” Latuzen-
heiser said.

Additionally, Lautzenheiser said there is a “decent chance” 
that Paddlefish Solar’s power overlay rezoning request will 
be heard again in 2025. The solar project was acted upon by 
the APC in March, with the APC giving a unanimous “do-
not pass” recommendation for the project. Paddlefish Solar’s 
application did not receive any further action from County 
Commissioners and the proposal was denied. APC rules of 

APC looking 
to housing, 
2025 petitions

Christmas in the Parlor City

Saturday marked Bluffton’s annual Parlor 
City Christmas. At left, Brinley Copeland 
pets one of the reindeer at the plaza. (Photo 
by Jonathan Snyder)

At middle left, Santa explained that this was 
the sixth year he has visited with children at 
the “Masonic Lodge’s Breakfast With Santa” 
event during Parlor City Christmas. Telling 
Santa what was on her wish list was Dahlia 
Frederick, center, as Oliver Anderson, left, 
and Illy Frederick, listens in. At middle right, 
Frosty the Snowman greeted visitors in the 
Wells County Public Library during Parlor 
City Christmas as he wandered through the 
library. (Photos by Barbara Barbieri)

At bottom, Jen Sturgeon takes a look at 
wares on offer at the Parlor City Market. 
(Photo by Jonathan Snyder) More Photos 
on Page 3. 

Holcomb’s portrait 
tells his story from 
his time office

• Accompanying photo on Page 2
By CASEY SMITH, Indiana Capital Chronicle

Cowboy boots, an Ohio River scene, former First Dog 
Henry: all were key components of outgoing Indiana Gov. 
Eric Holcomb’s gubernatorial portrait, unveiled during a 
Statehouse ceremony on Friday.

The 51st governor — whose tenure will end in less than a 
month — said he intentionally chose those and other details 
enshrined in the painting. Even the tiniest of details carry 
significant meaning, representing pivotal moments and 
experiences from his life before and since he took office.

Hoosier portrait artist Russell Recchion was selected 
from a group of more than two dozen applicants to illustrate 
Holcomb’s likeness on canvas.

“He very early on said that he’s an artist, but he has to 
know what he’s painting. And in this case, that was the per-
son — me,” Holcomb told the Indiana Capital Chronicle in 
a Friday interview. “He traveled with me … he watched me 
interact with people. He wanted to be able to paint my per-
sonality, which was something he said very early on.”

First Lady Janet Holcomb, an avid artist herself, was also 
“directly engaged” in the portrait process from start to finish 
and helped select Recchion as the artist.

“I knew he and Eric would easily connect on a personal 
level,” the first lady said at Friday’s unveiling. “I also felt 
that connection would come through in the portrait — and I 
believe it has.”

Holcomb’s story — in a painting
Among the symbolism and imagery in Holcomb’s por-

trait is a “special view” of the Ohio River, as seen from 
Hanover College. Holcomb attended the private college 
from 1986 to 1990.

“There’ve been a few places in my life that have had a 
big impact on my life, and that’s why we went to Madison,” 
Holcomb said.

Originally, the governor said he wanted to be featured 
standing up, on Hanover’s campus, with the Ohio River in 
the background.

“But, basically, (Recchion) came back and said, ‘You’re 
too tall.’ … If I stood there — to get the portrait — the frame 
would need to be bigger … it would have looked more than 
funny … so we decided, ‘Hey, that can’t work,’” Holcomb 
recalled. “But he took pictures of me standing there, and he 
agreed to paint that separately, because that’s such an iconic 
kind of view of the state.” 

The river scene ultimately ended up in the background, 
hanging behind Holcomb. He emphasized that it’s a “really 
important” and memorable view for him, personally, given 
that Recchion painted the scene from the same spot where 

U.S. agencies should use technology to 
identify mysterious drones, Schumer says
By BIANCA VÁZQUEZ TONESS 

and DAVE COLLINS 
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — After weeks 
of fear and bewilderment about the 
drones buzzing over parts of New York 
and New Jersey, elected officials are 
urging action to identify and stop the 
mysterious flights.

“There’s a lot of us who are pretty 
frustrated right now,” Rep. Jim Himes, 
D-Conn., the top Democrat on the 
House Intelligence Committee, said on 
“Fox News Sunday.”

National security officials have said 
the drones don’t appear to be a sign of 

foreign interference or a public safety 
threat. But because they can’t say with 
certainty who is responsible for the 
sudden swarms of drones over parts of 
New Jersey, New York and other east-
ern parts of the U.S. — or how they can 
be stopped — leaders of both political 
parties are demanding better technol-
ogy and powers to deal with the drones.

Sen. Chuck Schumer called Sunday 
for the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security to deploy better drone-track-
ing technology to identify the drones 
and their operators.

“New Yorkers have tremendous 
questions about it,” Schumer, the Sen-

ate majority leader, told reporters about 
the drone sightings. “We are going to 
get the answers for them.”

The federal government did little 
to answer those questions in its own 
media briefings Sunday morning. 
“There’s no question that people are 
seeing drones,” U.S. Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas told 
ABC’s George Stephanopoulos. “But 
I want to assure the American public 
that we are on it. We are working in 
close coordination with state and local 
authorities.”

Some of the drones reported above 

A look at the newly-unveiled 
gubernatorial portrait features homages

 to Indiana, family and more

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2) (Continued on Page 2)



parts of New York and New 
Jersey have turned out to 
be “manned aircraft that 
are commonly mistaken for 
drones,” Mayorkas said. “We 
know of no foreign involve-
ment with respect to the 
sightings in the Northeast. 
And we are vigilant in inves-
tigating this matter.”

Last year, federal avia-
tion rules began requiring 
certain drones to broadcast 
their remote identification, 
including the location of 
their operators. It’s not clear 
whether that information 
has been used to determine 
who is behind the drones 
plaguing locations over New 
York and New Jersey. May-
orkas’ office didn’t respond 
to questions about whether 
they’ve been able to identify 
drones using this capability.

Schumer wants the federal 
government to use a recently 
declassified radio wave tech-
nology in New York and New 
Jersey. The radio wave detec-
tor can be attached to a drone 
or airplane and can determine 

whether another flying object 
is a bird or a drone, read its 
electronic registration, and 
follow it back to its landing 
place. Schumer said state and 
local authorities do not have 
the authority to track drones.

On Sunday, New York 
Gov. Kathy Hochul said fed-
eral officials were sending 
a drone detection system to 
the state.

“This system will sup-
port state and federal law 
enforcement in their inves-
tigations,” Hochul said in 
a statement. The governor 
did not immediately provide 
additional details, including 
where the system will be 
deployed.

Dozens of mysterious 
nighttime flights started last 
month over parts of New 
Jersey, raising concerns 
among residents and offi-
cials. Part of the worry stems 
from the flying objects ini-
tially being spotted near 
the Picatinny Arsenal, a 
U.S. military research and 
manufacturing facility, and 
over President-elect Donald 

Trump’s golf course in Bed-
minster. Drones are legal in 
New Jersey for recreational 
and commercial use, but 
they are subject to local and 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration regulations and flight 
restrictions. Operators must 
be FAA certified.

Drones are now being 
reported all along the north-
ern East Coast, with suspi-
cious sightings in Connecti-
cut, Massachusetts, Pennsyl-
vania and Virginia, accord-
ing to news reports.

Some U.S. political lead-
ers, including Trump, have 
called for much stronger 
action against the drones, 

including shooting them 
down.

Certain agencies within 
the Department of Home-
land Security have the power 
to “incapacitate” drones, 
Mayorkas said Sunday. “But 
we need those authorities 
expanded,” he said.

A bill before the U.S. 
Senate would enhance some 
federal agencies’ author-
ity and give new abilities to 
local and state agencies to 
track drones. It would also 
start a pilot program allow-
ing states and local authori-
ties to disrupt, disable or 
seize a drone without prior 
consent of the operator.
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Housing projects Weather
Monday, December 16, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:06 p.m. Sunday)
High: 47; Low: 38; Precipitation: .74 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.50  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast
Today: Rain likely, mainly before 1 p.m. Areas of fog 

before 1 p.m. Otherwise, cloudy, with a high near 56. South 
wind around 15 mph becoming southwest in the afternoon. 
Winds could gust as high as 30 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 70%. New precipitation amounts between a tenth and 
quarter of an inch possible. 

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 33. West 
wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 44. West wind 
5 to 10 mph. 

Tuesday Night: A 30% chance of rain after 1 a.m. Most-
ly cloudy, with a low around 31. Calm wind. 

Wednesday: A chance of rain before 1 p.m., then a slight 
chance of rain and snow. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
41. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Wednesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
25.

Thursday: Partly sunny, with a high near 36.
Thursday Night: A slight chance of rain before 1 a.m., 

then a slight chance of rain and snow. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 25. Chance of precipitation is 20%.

Friday: A 20% chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 34.

Friday Night: A 20% chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 22.

Saturday: A 20% chance of snow. Partly sunny, with a 
high near 29.

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 14.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 26.

“We are Senior Citizens 
working with Senior Citizens”

Jerry Flack
Julie Myers

& 
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Associates
101 N. Main St. 

Blu� ton, IN 
Corner of Main & Market

MARKET PLACE (UNDER 65) PLANS
ASK ABOUT SPECIAL ENROLLMENT TIMES

YOUR SMILE. 
OUR PASSION. 

EVERY TIME.

family dentistry

(260) 622-4138
www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

Accepting many new insurance plans 
including Humana and United Healthcare. 
Always accepting new patients. Please call 

today to schedule an appointment.

procedure state that an acted upon peti-
tion shall not be placed on their agenda’s 
until one year has passed.

The APC will also look into further 
defining their nuisance issues through 
ordinance amendments. During Almco 
Steel’s rezoning petition in September 
and October, a discussion on what the 
requirements are for a nuisance noise 
complaint was brought to the table. 
While consideration is given to noise 
levels for industrial zoning, there is no 
specific data on what amount of noise 
and for what period of time counts as a 
violation. Lautzenheiser hopes that the 

APC can find those pieces of their ordi-
nance and give more concrete defini-
tions in the future.

Furthermore, the APC will be doing 
a comprehensive review of all their 
land uses and ordinance definitions. 
A rezoning petition by BCG Capital 
and Minnich Industries brought ques-
tions on appropriate land uses for light 
industrial versus business three zoning. 
Lautzenheiser hopes that a deep dive 
into those areas will give developers 
a clearer direction on appropriate land 
areas for their goals.

“We’re going to be looking at a little 
bit of that,” Lautzenheiser said. “To see 

what land uses are proper in each zon-
ing district and also to verify that we 
have the correct definitions and that 
they are used consistently across the 
ordinance itself.”

Jerome Markley is also retiring 
from the APC in 2025, with County 
Council member Vicki Andrews taking 
his place. The APC is also looking to 
hire a new attorney, as previous attor-
ney Colin Andrews going into full time 
as prosecutor. Colin Andrews will still 
take care of any outstanding issues, 
which will carry the APC through the 
beginning of next year.

jonathan@news-banner.com

Holcomb stood at his gradu-
ation.

The purple tie donned 
by the governor is also an 
homage to his alma mater, 
honoring his fraternity, Phi 
Gamma Delta, of which he 
served as chapter president.

Part of his outfit, too, 
features cowboy boots — 
nod to the governor’s “dis-
tinctive style and grounded 
approach,” his office said.

Holcomb — who said he 
did not want to be depicted 
behind a desk — instead 
chose a “comfortable” sit-
ting pose, which he called a 
“listening posture,” to rep-
resent his commitment “to 
listen first.” 

A globe sits on the desk 
next to him, symbolizing the 
governor’s efforts “to con-
nect the state globally.” Indi-
ana’s flag additionally hangs 
in the background.

“We’ve done a lot of 
traveling,” Holcomb noted, 
but having Indiana at the 
globe’s forefront “is to bring 
the world back to us.”

And ever so discreetly, 
a family portrait featur-
ing a photo of the the first 
lady and former First Dog 
Henry “reflect family ties,” 
the governor said. Henry’s 
cameo made him the inau-
gural pet to be featured in a 
governor’s painting.

“I couldn’t have done 
the job without those two. I 
mean, Henry, you talk about 
my buddy during the pan-
demic. That was like … get 
a dog if you want a friend. 
And he sat there on my lap 
and that rocking chair out 
there every night,” Holcomb 
said, pointing towards a seat 
inside the governor’s resi-
dence.

In question, however, 
was whether to paint Hol-
comb with a beard or glass-
es. In the end, the beard 
stayed, but the glasses — no 
longer worn by the governor 
— didn’t make the cut. 

“We agreed to just paint 
what you see,” Holcomb 
said. “I was kind of quiz-
zing him, like, beard no 
beard. I wanted to see if he 

said, ‘You need to shave.’ 
I wouldn’t have, but I just 
wanted to see what he said. 
And we agreed — if you 
paint something, you’ve got 
to paint what you see.”

Holcomb is the first gov-
ernor to have facial hair 
in his portrait since Sam-
uel Ralston, who served 
between 1913 and 1917.

About the artist
Recchion, whose work 

has additionally been com-
missioned by Indiana Uni-
versity and Eli Lilly, was 
selected from the competi-
tive field of artists — all 
with ties to the Hoosier state 
— to create the official por-
trait at the beginning of this 
year. 

He’s worked as a por-
trait painter for more than 
30 years and serves on the 
board of the Oil Painters 
of America. In 1990, he 
moved to Indianapolis and 
built a studio in Avon, and 
was an active member in 
the Hoosier Art Salon and 
Brown County Art Guild, 
according to the governor’s 
office. 

While he now resides 
in Tuscon, Arizona, he still 
remains “very involved” 
with Hoosier Art Salon, 
Holcomb’s team said.

Holcomb said the art-
ist joined him at his eighth 
and last State of State to the 
General Assembly in Janu-
ary. Recchion also joined 
Holcomb on a trip to Madi-
son and spent time at the 
governor’s residence.

“They have been so gen-
erous with their time … it 
has been such a joy for me to 
work with them,” Recchion 
said of the Holcombs dur-
ing Friday’s ceremony. “All 
of this time together was so 
valuable for me, as a portrait 
painter, because I really got 
to know the governor. I got 
to see him up close at work, 
and from home, and I got to 
know his personality and his 
spirit before I even touched 
a brush to the canvas.”

More than a century
 of portrait history

How Indiana’s execu-
tive leaders are depicted in 
their gubernatorial portraits 
is largely up to them. It’s a 
tradition that dates back to 
1869, when then-Gov. Con-
rad Baker began collecting 
pictures of the 17 Hoosier 
governors who preceded 
him. 

The collection of paint-
ings has since come to cap-
ture every governor in Indi-
ana history — including 

those from when the state 
was just a territory — except 
acting Gov. John Gibson, 
who served for four months 
in 1800 while awaiting the 
arrival of territorial Gov. 
William Henry Harrison.

Mark Ruschman, chief 
curator of fine arts at the 
Indiana State Museum and 
Historic Sites, previously 
told the Capital Chronicle 
the portraits “immortal-
ize” Indiana’s top lead-
ers and “honor them for 
the work they’ve done.” 
They’re also “excellent” 
windows into the past — 
providing a glimpse at the 
personalities, expressions 
and even the fashion pref-
erences of former Hoosier 
governors.

Many of the works are 
now on display at the Indi-
ana Statehouse. The Indiana 
State Museum and Historic 
Sites is charged with over-
seeing the portrait process 
and caring for existing por-
traits.

Private funding is used to 
pay for the artist’s commis-
sion and framing of the por-
trait. Any remaining funds 
are maintained by the state 
museum for the preservation 
and exhibition of the collec-
tion.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Holcomb portrait

Gov. Eric Holcomb and First Lady Janet Holcomb view the newest gubernatorial portrait, paint-
ed by artist Russell Recchion, on Friday, Dec. 13, 2024, following an unveiling ceremony at the 
Indiana Statehouse. (Photo by Niki Kelly)

U.S. agencies

By MEG KINNARD and AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) — President-elect 
Donald Trump announced Saturday that he’s picked long-
time foreign policy adviser Richard Grenell to serve as an 
envoy for special missions, tasking him with helping the 
incoming administration deal with some of the toughest for-
eign policy challenges.

Grenell served as ambassador to Germany during 
Trump’s first administration, special presidential envoy for 
Serbia and Kosovo peace negotiations, and did a stint as act-
ing director of national intelligence.

He was also a contender to serve as secretary of state, but 
Trump opted to nominate Florida Sen. Marco Rubio.

“Ric will work in some of the hottest spots around the 
World, including Venezuela and North Korea,” Trump said 
in a posting on his social media platform, Truth Social, 
announcing the appointment.

Grenell during Trump’s first term developed a reputation 
for employing a sometimes contentious approach to diplo-
macy that rankled allies and the foreign policy establish-
ment in Washington. But his style was appreciated by the 
president-elect who sees value in blunt talk with allies.

Grenell remained close to Trump after he left office in 
2021, serving at times as a key adviser on foreign policy.

He was in the room when Trump met with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in September. Grenell has 
advocated for a peace deal that would preserve Ukraine’s 
territory while still allowing for “autonomous regions” 
where Russia could remain in control.

He’s also advised against expanding NATO to include 
Ukraine, saying — as Trump has — that the alliance 
shouldn’t grow until current members meet the alliance’s 
defense spending targets. Members of the transatlantic alli-
ance have committed for years to spending 2% of their GDP 
on defense, but several countries still fall short of the target.

He was an early supporter of Trump’s 2024 campaign 
and held multiple events for the Republican nominee 
focused on economics and national security.

Speaking at the Republican National Convention, Gren-
ell echoed Trump’s mantra that “it’s time to put America 
first” on the global stage and argued that China and Russia 
saw President Joe Biden’s administration as weak.

Trump raised concerns among some allies during the 
2024 campaign when he said he would not defend NATO 
members that failed to meet defense spending targets, and 
warned he would “encourage” Russia “to do whatever the 
hell they want” to alliance countries that he considered 
“delinquent.”

Grenell has downplayed Trump’s criticisms of NATO 
and said the only talk of leaving the alliance altogether “was 
really from the media.”

“What we’re saying is, don’t come to the wedding with-
out a gift,” Grenell said.

Grenell was part of the Trump campaign’s outreach to 
Arab American voters in Michigan, where the president-
elect made gains with a traditionally Democratic constituen-
cy despite his history of banning immigration from several 
majority-Muslim countries. Grenell orchestrated pro-Trump 
events with Arab American voters, including a May meeting 
held in Troy, Michigan.

Trump appoints Richard 
Grenell to serve as 
special missions envoy



COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Authorities 
in Ohio launched a homicide investigation 
after the bodies of three women were found 
Saturday inside a home in Columbus.

Officers were called to a home on the 
city’s south side just before 4 p.m. Saturday 
for what a 911 caller described as a medical 
event. Police found three women who were 
pronounced dead at the scene, according to 
police spokesman Sgt. James Fuqua.

He said the killings were considered 
homicides, but he did not have further 

details, including what led up to the killings.
“Unfortunately, this is a very complex 

scene with the amount of victims that we 
have,” he told reporters Saturday. “It’s going 
to take a little bit longer to make sure that 
we’re very careful in going through the 
scene meticulously so we do not miss any 
key piece of evidence.”

He said investigators were interviewing 
witnesses and looking for video evidence.

Fuqua said Saturday that no suspects had 
been taken into custody.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths. 

“Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of death, 
basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and services and the name of 
the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not meet the 
definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publication.

Daniel “Dan” Baumgardner, 85
Daniel K. “Dan” Baumgardner, 

85, of Ossian passed away on 
Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. 

He was born on April 15, 1939, 
in Bluffton, a son of the late Ken-
neth E. and Mildred N. (McGough) 
Baumgardner. Dan graduated 
from Ossian High School, Ball 
State Teachers College, and 
earned his Masters degree from 
St. Francis College. He worked 
as a teacher and drivers train-
ing instructor for 33 years before 
retiring. After retirement, he spent 10 years driving a 
tour bus. He was a member of New Haven Church of 
Christ, New Haven, Indiana. In his free time, he enjoyed 
politics, reading, and supporting the Chicago Bears and 
Chicago Cubs.

Surviving family include his wife, Fran Baumgardner; 
daughters, Tonya Johnson and Carla (Daniel) Springer; 
son, Ted (Chris) Baumgardner; grandchildren, Erich, 
Rachel, Blaine, and Brett Johnson, Shanna (Luke) Clark, 
Ian (Maddie), Heather, and Eli Baumgardner, Emily 
(Landon) Sands, Abigail (Nate) Mayer, and Evan (Reese) 
Springer; six great grandchildren; sister, Marlene Boxell; 
and brother, Max Baumgardner. 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in passing 
by his siblings, Jean Kincaid, Norma Wolfe, Jack Baum-
gardner and Rita Burris. 

Funeral service will be 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
18, 2024 at Elzey-Patterson-Rodak Funeral Home, 120 
West Mill St. in Ossian, with visitation one hour prior. 
Visitation will also be from 2-7 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 
17, 2024, at the funeral home. Burial will be in Oak 
Lawn Cemetery in Ossian. 

Memorials may be made to the New Haven Church 
of Christ. Condolences and memories of Dan may be 
left online at www.elzey-patterson-rodak.com

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

   FRESH • VARIETY • LOCAL • QUALITY
3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE

Mon.- Thur. 9 - 5  •  Fri. 9 - 6  •  Sat. 8 - 1
(Subject to change)

LOCALLY SUPPLIED  •  LOCALLY OWNED

260.638.4123

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
dressed weight

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.19/lb.

SPECIALS
Beef Hawk Steak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14.99/lb.
Pork Roast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.29/lb.
Chicken Salad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.59/lb.
Bun Size Cheddar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.39/lb.

PRICES GOOD  Dec. 16 – Dec. 21, 2024www.lengerichmeats.com

BBQ Pork • Pulled Pork • Shredded Beef  
Roasting Hogs • Meat & Cheese Trays

CALL & ORDER YOUR 
HOLIDAY HAM OR 
SMOKED TURKEY

All locally raised and cut to your specifi cations.

CLOSED THANKSGIVING DAYCHRISTMAS HEADQUARTERSCHRISTMAS HEADQUARTERS
• Pulled Pork with or without BBQ sauce

• Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad
• Smoked Pork Chops   • Sloppy Joe

• Roasting Hogs
Call in advance for all special orders

Call & Order Your Holiday 
Ham or Smoked Turkey

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Sue A. Manning
Memorial Service: 

5 p.m. Wednesday, 
December 18 at the 

funeral home.

INCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, 7:38 p.m., 

700 block of East Harrison 
Street. Suspicious activity, 
black vehicle was in caller’s 
driveway and drove away 
quickly when caller arrived 
home. 

Friday, 11:33 a.m., Wiley 
Avenue and Indiana Street. 
Train stopped, blocking 
road. 

Fr iday,  1 :15 p .m. , 
Walmart. Man arrested on 
warrant. 

County:
Thursday, 2:12 p.m., 

1000 S 200 W, Keystone. 
Verbal altercation. Issue 
resolved. 

Friday, 12:12 a.m., 
Adams Street and C.R. 
200 S, Bluffton. Vehicle 
observed driving all over the 
roadway, one time driving 
completely in the oncom-
ing lane. Driver wasn’t 
impaired, had was reach-
ing for applesauce cup on 
the floor to eat on the way 
home. 

ACCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 2:47 p.m., 

Wayne Street at Tiger Trail. 
Rylynn Penick, 16, Bluff-
ton, was driving a 2016 
Ford Focus southbound 
on Wayne Street and rear-
ended a stopped 2016 Ford 
Escape driven by Karli 
Anderson, 18, Bluffton. 
Penick had abrasions to 
her hands presumably from 
the airbags deploying. The 
Focus was towed from the 
scene. Damage exceeded 
$5,000. 

Tuesday, 7:41 p.m., S.R. 
1 at Dustman Road. Robert 
A. Dasilva, 26, Bluffton, 
was driving a 2005 Nissan 
Altima northbound on S.R. 
1 and rear-ended a stopped 
2012 Ford F-150 driven by 
Davis P. Gruss, 67, Bluff-
ton. Damage exceeded 
$1,000. 

Wednesday, 11 a.m., 

Market Street at Marion 
Street. Susan K. Smith, 73, 
Bluffton, was backing a 
2015 Chevrolet Equinox out 
of a downtown parking spot 
and did not see a westbound 
2014 Ford Focus driven by 
Gloria Gilbert, 68, Union-
dale. Damage exceeded 
$1,000. 

Thursday, 7:03 a.m., Har-
vest Road. Haley Aker, 28, 
Fort Wayne was driving a 
2013 Dodge Charger east-
bound on Harvest Road and 
was struck by a 2012 Ford 
Transit Connect driven by 
Jose Gonzalez, 58, Bluff-
ton, which was attempted to 
turn around. Damage did not 
exceed $1,000.

Thursday, 6:43 p.m., 
Premier Avenue at mile 
market 1. Kykkah V. Drake, 
21, Bluffton, was driving 
a 1999 Ford F-250 turning 
into Premier Avenue when 
he slid on ice and hit a fire 
hydrant. Damage exceeded 
$2,500. 

County:
Wednesday, 6 p.m., Hoo-

sier Highway at Ash Road, 
Bluffton. Matthew Davis, 
43, Bluffton, was driving a 
2004 Chevrolet Tahoe north-
bound on Hoosier Highway 
and slid off the roadway and 
into a guardrail. Damage 
exceeded $2,500.

Thursday, 9:36 p.m., 
C.R. 200 N, Bluffton. Sam-
uel Walker, 22, Markle, 
was driving a 2016 Chev-
rolet Silverado westbound 
on C.R. 200 N and struck 
a deer. Damage exceeded 
$1,000. 

Friday, 7:16 a.m., C.R. 
100 E near 700 N, Union-
dale. Sophia M. Sperone, 18, 
Yoder, was driving a 2013 
Chevrolet Equinox south-
bound on C.R. 100 E and 
rear-ended another 2013 
Chevrolet Equinox driven by 
Shawn M. Page, 51, Ossian. 
Sperone’s vehicle was towed 
from the scene. Damage 
exceeded $5,000.

PARLOR CITY CHRISTMAS

Patty Randall speaks dur-
ing one of the trolley rides, 
highlighting notable buildings 
around the city. From left to 
right, Jamie Johnson, Katrina 
England and Adam England 
listen. (Photo by Jonathan 
Snyder)

Lynne Niermeyer, at left, pro-
vided the accompaniment for 

Amanda Baldouf. (Photo by 
Barbara Barbieri)

Above left, Connie Brubaker, left, and Lane Sander look at the sweets on offer at the Historical museum. Above right, Lovelynn 
Moreno sits down on Santa’s lap. (Photos by Jonathan Snyder)

Ohio police launch investigation 
after bodies of 3 women found 
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By The Associated Press
Today is Monday, Dec. 

16, the 351st day of 2024. 
There are 15 left in the year.

Today in history: On 
Dec. 16, 1773, the Bos-
ton Tea Party took place as 
American colonists boarded 
a British ship and dumped 
more than 300 chests of tea 
into Boston Harbor to pro-
test tea taxes.

Also on this date:
In 1907, 16 U.S. Navy 

battleships, which came 
to be known as the “Great 

White Fleet,” set sail on a 
14-month, round-the-world 
voyage to demonstrate 
American sea power.

In 1944, the World War 
II Battle of the Bulge began 
as German forces launched 
a surprise attack against 
Allied forces through the 
Ardennes Forest in Belgium 
and Luxembourg.

In 1960, 134 people 
were killed when a United 
Air Lines DC-8 and a TWA 
Super Constellation collided 
over New York City.

Today in History

In flight with Gov. Holcomb
MICHIGAN CITY – Eric Holcomb stopped by my 

office above the Old Point Tavern to shoot the breeze 
in the spring of 2015. Holcomb had a Starbucks cup 
of coffee in his hand, and as he crossed his long legs 
he revealed a hole in the sole of one of his well-worn 
boots. He had been pounding the pavement and bend-
ing ears about his future.

Holcomb had been on U.S. Sen. Dan Coats’s staff 
after 10 years with Gov. Mitch Daniels, where he was 
deputy chief of staff, managed his reelection campaign 
and served a stint as state GOP chair.

Holcomb was full of stories, like the time he need-
ed GOP files and found a recalci-
trant clerk in Southern Indiana in 
her office who was on mosey time. 
Holcomb found a nearby flower 
shop and then delivered a bouquet 
to her desk, suggesting he’d come back after lunch. 
When he did, the files awaited.

He was one of Daniels’ legendary Statehouse 
enforcers, but he could spoon up ample sugar when 
the situation required.

Eric Holcomb had been diligently working the 
back channels of state government and the Republican 
Party in those days. When Gov. Daniels launched the 
Major Moves highway initiative, it was Holcomb who 
worked labor unions for support.

When Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama 
addressed the Indiana Democratic Jefferson-Jackson 
Dinner just before the Indiana May 2008 presidential 
primary, the sponsor banners on either side of the stage 
featured Sheet Metal Workers union chief Jay Potesta 
and Building Trades leader Tom O’Donnell. Both had 
endorsed the Republican Daniels’ reelection bid in a 
move that had Holcomb’s fingerprints all over it.

“Have you ever thought about running for office?” 
I later asked Holcomb as we shared pints of Guinness 
downstairs.

The answer would emphatically come later that 
year when he and his wife Janet kicked off a campaign 
for the U.S. Senate. Then he got a Valentine’s Day 
2016 call from Gov. Mike Pence, who was seeking a 
new lieutenant governor.

The Pence-Holcomb ticket would be transformed 
when Donald Trump finally selected the Hoosier gov-
ernor as his veep just minutes before the deadline to 
withdraw from the ticket approached.

What commenced was a crazy week in Cleveland 
at the Republican National Convention, where Hol-
comb, U.S. Reps. Todd Rokita and Susan Brooks and 
state Sen. Jim Tomes twisted arms in hotel alcoves to 
replace Pence. Holcomb would win on the second bal-
lot. He built a pay-as-you-go effort with a 100% burn 
rate, ultimately pulling off a come-from-behind upset 
over Democrat John Gregg in November.

“It was like building an airplane in flight,” Hol-
comb explained. “It was kind of a bumpy ride.”

Three weeks after winning the gubernatorial nomi-
nation, I traveled with Lt. Gov. Holcomb to Lake 
County and then LaPorte. When we reached LaPorte 

City Hall word came of a devastating tor-
nado had struck Kokomo.

What commenced was a 100-mph bee-
line down U.S. 31 with Holcomb riding 
shotgun, constantly monitoring his phone 
and making calls.

I observed: “He is a constant font of 
good cheer. He is curious and engaged. He 
tends to find a good balance of levity and 
humor. His staff time with Gov. Daniels 
and Sen. Coats has given him a good grasp 
of where the levers of power are and how 

they can be effective-
ly used. Holcomb works easily 
with those from the other side of 
the aisle. He looks for alliances 
where others tend to find oppo-

nents and suspicion.”
After taking office, there would be plenty of other 

bumpy flights. The state was just recovering from a 
decade-long battle with clandestine methamphetamine 
labs. Now Holcomb was confronted with an opioid 
epidemic. Three years later came the COVID-19 pan-
demic that would infect 2 million Hoosiers and kill 
more than 25,000.

While Holcomb and his health team held weekly 
press conferences, the political heat came from the 
right when he ordered businesses and churches to 
close. There were promises of  political retribution, but 
when the votes were counted in November 2020, Hol-
comb received a record 1.7 million (56.5%).

At an Indiana Northwest Forum “Salute” to Gov. 
Holcomb, Gary Mayor Eddie Melton said the gover-
nor “had helped write a new chapter for this region. 
You have realized the strength of Indiana lies in all its 
cities and towns.”

Mayor Melton then asked, “Has anyone here ever 
flown in a helicopter?”

The Democrat followed up, “So the only time I’ve 
ever flown in a helicopter — something I said I would 
never do — was with the governor. I did it and I was 
scared as hell the entire way. It was swaying left and 
right, and he was just sitting there cool as a cucum-
ber.”

After the tribute, the Indiana State Police detail 
delivered us to a waiting chopper. But there was a 
problem that was “digital” in nature. Five minutes 
later, we were cleared for liftoff.

Mayor Melton’s words were ringing in my head. 
I didn’t want to wuss out, so I took the flight. I prob-
ably had a look on my face similar to the one movie 
director Woody Allen had when he was driving to the 
airport with Annie Hall’s suicidal brother.

Off into the night we went. Holcomb was cucumber 
cool, as the helicopter did what Melton had described, 
swaying back and forth and bouncing along above 
the thousands of Christmas lights that adorned many 
homes below.

Howey is a senior writer for Howey Politics Indiana and State 
Affairs. Find Howey on X @hwypol.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

Public access and transparency 
have taken a beating during the pro-
cess to resume executions in the state 
of Indiana. And that hurts public con-
fidence in the system.

The Indiana Department of 
Correction won’t hold any press brief-
ings or information sessions for the 
state’s first execution in 15 years. It 
will send two updates via email to 
reporters on the day of the death.

Only Wyoming and Indiana don’t 
allow media witnesses 
out of the 27 states and 
the federal government 
that have the death pen-
alty. In several states, it’s 
a discretionary choice for 
correction officials but 
the vast majority authorize a set number of media wit-
nesses from three to 12.

Indiana is clear outlier. In some executions, report-
ers have provided factual information on mistakes or 
botched results.

The agency has also denied virtually every infor-
mation request related to the execution, including any 
information about the drug that will be used to kill 
Joseph Corcoran before sunrise on Wednesday.

They won’t say how many vials were bought, what it 
cost, the expiration date. Nothing.

They are hiding behind a law that protects the iden-
tity of the company that the state bought the pentobar-
bital from. That law exists because manufacturers and 
distributors were getting bad press when they supplied 
states with drugs to perform executions. And that’s fine.

But as a taxpayer, we should be able to know what 
the state is spending on executions and the cost of the 
drug is a key part. Without knowing how many vials 
were bought, it’s impossible to know how many execu-
tions the state intends to carry out. And the expiration 
date of the drugs is also important for the integrity of the 
process.

That’s why I filed a complaint with the Public Access 
Counselor to get the cost. The law shields “information 
reasonably calculated to lead to the identity” of the sup-
plier. IDOC considers the cost alone enough to give a 
foothold to reverse engineer online financial records to 
identify the identity of the supplier, according to their 
response.

How, I have no idea.
And all this leads to my other major transparency 

issue — my fear that public records and access would 
be decidedly chilled by last-minute legislative changes 
last April.

You see, lawmakers neutered the Public Access 
Counselor position because they didn’t like some of his 
rulings. They first changed the post from a term of years 
to serving at the pleasure of the governor. The point of 
that is so he or she can be fired at any time if a ruling 
ticks the right people off.

But another key change said the public access coun-
selor shall consider only: (1) the public access laws, as 
plainly written; and (2) valid opinions of Indiana courts.

I was concerned immediately that this would mean 
the counselor would avoid making rulings and instead 
force everyone to go to court. I was right.

The current counselor, Luke Britt, sent a letter Friday 
to me and a public defender who had also sought vari-
ous records related to the execution. I have always 
respected Britt’s decisions, even ones that didn’t go my 
way. But it’s clear from the letter that his powers have 
been muted.

“The General Assembly has issued new marching 
orders to the public access counselor to limit my inter-
pretation of statutes of the access laws to their plain 
reading when crafting advisory opinions. The statute in 
question does not contain an exhaustive list of the public 
records that may lead to the reasonable calculation of an 
identity or a vendor. Toward that end, the legislature has 
not defined the term “reasonably calculated”. The public 
access counselor must pass on any inference regarding 
ambiguous statutes either way. Likewise, case law does 
not exist either addressing these matters.”

So, basically, the legislature tied the access counsel-
or’s hands behind his back and Hoosiers have to instead 
file a lawsuit to get an answer.

We are evaluating our next options as litigation can 
be lengthy and expensive. But it’s clear Hoosiers won’t 
know what the state of Indiana spent when Corcoran 
takes his last breath next week.

Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, 
a non-profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle.com

Death penalty process lacking 
accountability, transparency

Niki
Kelly

Hoosier
Opinions

The Musk factor 
It’s a testament to the 

energy and drive of Elon 
Musk that he’s now a key 
adviser to an incoming 
president of the United 
States who he helped elect 
this year — and this is a 
side project for him.

What stamp collecting 
is to most of us — some-
thing we make time for 
when not engaged in our 
day jobs — influencing 
the future direction of the 
United States government 
is to Musk. 

This is not to minimize his signifi-
cance. Far from it. The revolutionary 
businessman represents a distinctive 
and unexpected contribution to the 
Trump coalition. 

From the perspective of a decade 
ago, if you had said the most vision-
ary and wealthy entrepreneur on 
the planet was at the right hand of a 
Republican president-elect, promising 
to cut a couple of trillion dollars from 
the federal budget and bring massive 
innovation to the economy, you might 
have assumed Paul Ryan or someone 
in his ideological camp had gotten 
elected. 

The former Speaker of the House 
and vice-presidential nominee was a 
relentless advocate of entrepreneur-
ship, economic dynamism and a 
slimmed-down government.

Within the GOP, the rise of Trump 
the populist put the political squeeze 
on the likes of Ryan, whose business-
oriented, free-market creed suddenly 
felt stale and out of touch. 

Now, a version of that 
worldview has returned via 
Musk. 

To be sure, the CEO of 
Tesla and SpaceX is a differ-
ent animal. He has an in-your-
face persona, a bit of a Silicon 
Valley version of Trump. He’s 
been radicalized on immi-
gration, becoming a fierce 
opponent of Joe Biden’s open 
border. He’s a cultural warrior 
seeking to destroy what he 
calls “the woke mind virus.” 
And he can speak in apocalyp-

tic tones. 
All of this, and especially his 

acquisition of Twitter, has made 
him a populist hero in his own right, 
even as he champions an economic 
dynamism that would have thrilled 
conventional Republicans from the 
pre-Trump era. 

Trump contains multitudes. Part of 
him is an inward-looking protection-
ist who believes, almost no matter 
what, that we are getting ripped off by 
foreign countries. Part of him is also a 
champion of endless possibility. Part 
of him is a tribune of the working 
class. Part of him is also inclined to 
make the stock market the economic 
measures of all things. He’ll talk of 
American carnage, and of an Ameri-
can golden age. 

This is a protean mix, and subject 
to change depending on circumstanc-
es and who is around Trump at any 
given point. 

A danger of populism is that it 
can succumb to pure nostalgia and 
become overly defensive, giving in 

to a distrust of technology, big com-
panies and economic change. So long 
as Musk is a major player in Trump’s 
world, there is a strong counter to this 
tendency.

Musk is the paladin of a future 
ripped from the covers of paperback 
science-fiction novels circa the 1950s 
— rocket ships, futuristic cars, robots 
and giant tunnel-boring machines.

He has almost single-handedly 
changed Republican attitudes toward 
Big Tech. He’s proven that you can be 
a Silicon Valley entrepreneur and not 
be woke or a cowardly fellow traveler 
with left-wing politics. There’s still 
plenty of contempt of and distrust 
for tech companies on the Right, but 
now it is Democrats who talk more 
of ideas like repealing Section 230 to 
hobble social-media companies. 

At the same time, Musk’s Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency has 
made talk of cutting government 
fashionable again on the Right, 
when this priority had mostly lost 
out to other concerns since the 
advent of the Trump era. The hope 
that DOGE will cut as much as $2 
trillion from the budget is unrealis-
tic, but any savings and efficiencies 
would be welcome. 

Who knows how effective Musk 
will be in his role as a change agent 
confronting government, the most 
difficult institution to change? Send-
ing a man to Mars might be easier. 
But Musk brings a boundless opti-
mism and can-do verve to the effort, 
and he’s a healthy new ingredient to 
Trump’s populist mix. 

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry
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Check out these 
websites of local 
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and businesses.

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.

EdwardJones.com

blu� tontire.com

Bluffton 
Tire

thomarich.com

Th oma/Rich, 
Lemler

Funeral Home

riverstonedental.net

jerry� ackinsuranceandinvestments.com

Jerry Flack
& Associates

lafontainecenter.org
A RHF Community

abovebeyondrecon.com

&ABOVE  BEYOND
Vehicle Reconditioning

stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

family dentistry

nb-digital.com
Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO

Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 
Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring

Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

myersfuneralhomes.com

3riversfcu.org

Have a Webs ite?
Tell the World!

daniels-jewelers.net 2155 N. Main St., Bluffton
 (260)824-9643

 www.daniels-jewelers.net

kellysautocollision.com

Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton

824-3995

JC’sGARAGE
DOOR

SALES & SERVICE

jcsgaragedoor.com

moserandsonheatingandair.com

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS
Check Out Our Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

myblu� tonsfagent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com
Erin Daugherty

260.827.0527
www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

homecourthomecare.com

dazeys.com/blu� ton-in

genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

mrkoolheatingandair.com

icav.us

lengerichmeats.com

thegmcfamily.com

ste�  nancial.comSecurities o� ered through � urston Springer Financial (Member FINRA & SIPC). Ste� en Financial is independent of � urston Springer.

TIM STEFFEN - Financial Consultant
110 W. Cherry St • Blufft  on | 260.824.8175 | tim@ste�  nancial.com

Are Your Investments Healthy?  Get a Checkup!
From Tim at Ste� en Financial Group.

S T E F F E N
F i n an c i a l  Group

S GF

extension.purdue.edu/wells

infarmbureau.com

START WITH US 
AND STOP KNOCKING ON WOOD.  

Bluffton Office | (260) 824-2234

boxdropfortwayne.com

fast,   
reliable   
fiber
internet 

833.727.5563  
twncomm.com/heartland

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. A line connection fee may be applicable. Call for details or visit
twncomm.com/terms-conditions for additional information and terms and conditions of services. Residential customers on
qualifying internet plans will receive download/upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan.  A 30-day notice 
is required to cancel service. 

SERVICE  NOW AVAILABLE  IN  MANY  AREAS.
Sign up today or get fiber-ready by signing the underground agreement. 
Call for more details!

UNLIMITED DATA  |  UP TO 1* GBPS  |  24/7 SUPPORT

SOLUTIONS FOR HOME AND BUSINESS

The Wells County Public Library takes 
its mission to “provide the community with 
access, knowledge and growth” very seri-
ously and offers a variety of events each 
week for kids, teens, and adults. Registra-
tion is preferred at most events. To signup, 
go to www.wellscolibrary.org, click on the 
Library Event Calendar, navigate to the date 
of the event, and view more to get to the reg-
istration screen. Alternatively, call 260-824-
1612 (Bluffton) or 260-622-4691 (Ossian) to 
register. 

Kids’ Club
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Tuesday, 

Dec. 17 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Grades K-3. Join us for book-related 

crafts, stories, games, and a chance to make 
new friends at the library. Registration 
appreciated.

Golden Gamers
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Tuesday, 

Dec. 17 from 3 to 5 p.m.
Adults. Are you bored? Do you need 

some social interaction? Come and enjoy 
two hours of socializing, games, and snacks. 
Registration appreciated. 

Teen Advisory Board
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Wednes-

day, Dec. 18 from 6 to 6:45 p.m.
Grades 6-12. Do you wish you had a say 

in Teen Programming at the Library? Do 
you need volunteer credit? Join the Teen 

Advisory Board! You don’t need to sign up-
-just show up for the TAB meetings on the 
last Wednesday of the month.

Theater Thursday
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Thurs-

day, Dec. 19 at 10 a.m.
Adults. Join us for a movie, popcorn, and 

snacks. This month is a “Prancer: A Christ-
mas Tale.” Sponsored by the Bluffton Parks 
& Recreation and the Friends of the Library. 
No registration needed.

Club 456
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Thurs-

day, Dec. 19 from 6 to 7 p.m.
Grades 4-6. Join us as we travel the 

world! Explore different countries! Learn 
about different cultures! Taste traditional 
foods! And learn to dance or celebrate in dif-
ferent ways! This month...Peru! Registration 
appreciated.

“How the Grinch Stole Christmas”
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Thurs-

day, Dec. 19 from 6 to 7:45 p.m.
Grades 6-12. Grades 6-12. Join us for a 

showing of How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas (2000, starring Jim Carrey) with themed 
snacks to get into the holiday spirit! Please 
note that this movie is rated “PG, for some 
crude humor.” Registration appreciated, but 
not required.

Board Game Night
At the Ossian Branch Library: Thursday, 

Dec. 19 from 6-8 p.m.
Adults (18+). Join us for a night of table-

top games at the Ossian Branch. Registra-
tion appreciated.

Saturday Movies
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Saturday, 

Dec. 21 at 11 a.m.
All ages. Drop-in for a family-friendly 

movie under the stars in the Story Hour 
Room. This month is “Prancer” (1989 ver-
sion).

Library Closing for Christmas
The Main Library and the Ossian Branch 

will be closed from Tuesday, Dec. 24 
through Thursday, Dec. 26 for Christmas. 
The library will reopen on Friday, Dec. 27.
Try It Night: Snowflake Window Clings

At the Main Library (Bluffton): Monday, 
Dec. 30 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Adults. Create or try out a new craft each 
month. This month you will use coffee fil-
ters and a variety of supplies to make a cute 
holiday decoration. All supplies provided. 
Registration required.

Noon Year’s Eve
At the Main Library (Bluffton): Tuesday, 

Dec. 31 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
All ages. The entire family is invited for 

a countdown to Noon with a balloon drop, 
crafts, snacks, story time under the stars in 
the Story Hour room, and scavenger hunt in 
the Children’s Room. Fancy festive attire is 

welcome, but not required. No registration 
needed.

Library Hours
At the main library in Bluffton  — Mon-

day through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

At the Ossian branch library  — Monday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon. 

Access the library online at www.
wellscolibrary.org for digital books, maga-
zines, online databases, event info, and 
more.

What’s happening at the Wells County Public Library 

Tego’s Tips:  Let’s 
Clear the shelter for the 
Holidays! All Cats/kit-
tens already fixed have 
waived adoption fees! Tego

These are just a few pets 
available for adoption at 
the Wells County Animal 
Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., 
Bluffton. For more informa-
tion call 824-6063.

Sargeant is a nine-week-
old, gray tiger male.

Sampson is a nine-week-
old, gray tiger male.

Sawyer is a nine-week-old, 
Russian Blue mix male.

A Talk with Tego

Just getting over Thanksgiving we are 
now preparing for Christmas as our fam-
ily gathers at the Ossian United Methodist 
Church for our Christmas before Dec. 25. 
There is a great spread of food as all mem-
bers bring something and some add their 
favorites to the menu. The site satisfies 
those who like to shoot a basket or just run 
around and play!

Have you had time to come over to 

the Tower Life Center and see the Living 
Lights? Don’t miss it. Bring some friends 
with you that don’t drive anymore and they 
will love it. You don’t have to get out of 
your car.

Don’t forget that the Zanesville Town 
Council meets Tuesday evening at 6:30 at 
the Town Hall. Come and show your sup-
port of all those who keep the town up and 
going.

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

Senior Max Bab-
cock has been selected 
to receive the Norwell 
High School Internship 
Spotlight award. He has 
been doing his experi-
ence with Norwell High 
School Spanish teacher 
Lori White and the Riley 
Foundation. Max is the 
son of Tim and Julia Bab-
cock of Bluffton.

As the president of the 
Riley Dance Committee, 
Max has learned a great 
deal about planning and 
organizing for raising 

funds. Such fundraisers 
include the Dance Mara-
thon, 5K Color Run, the 
pancake breakfast, and 
numerous sporting events. 
Max has shown outstand-
ing leadership as there are 
over 80 student members 
on the Riley Foundation 
committee.

Upon graduation, Max 
plans to Attend Indi-
ana University to study 
finance. Eventually he 
aspires to be accepted in 
to the Kelley School of 
Business and become a financial planner.

Max Babcock

Norwell ICE Spotlight award
Max Babcock

Friends Who Care seeking items for Jan. 4 auction
The 12th Annual Gospel Concert & Auc-

tion, sponsored by the Friends Who Care 
Cancer Relief Foundation, will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 4 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
4-H Community Building.

Doors will open at 4 p.m.  for the silent 
auction and for concessions from Uncle 
Matt’s BBQ. Seven local singing groups 
will provide the entertainment and an active 
auction also will be held.

There is no admission charge to attend, 
however sponsors are now being acquired 

for five levels of giving (Diamond ($5,000), 
Platinum ($2,500), Gold ($1,000), Silver 
($500) and Bronze ($250). (For more infor-
mation contact Steve Gerber at (260) 824-
5189.)

Items for both the silent and active auc-
tions also are being collected and may be 
brought to Bluffton’s NAPA, Family Ford 
of Bluffton or Outdoor Concepts. 

The Friends Who Care organization 
assists folks who live in Wells County and 
who have cancer.

Countdown to Noon
at Science Central

Science Central’s 30th annual “Countdown to 
Noon” will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 31 from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. for all ages of partygoers.

At noon the epic balloon drop will be spon-
sored by the Lake City Bank. Personalized 
 “wish” balloons will be offered to participants.

Those attending will also receive access to 20th-
anniversary Stamp Rally booklets offering prizes, 
scavenger hunts and thematic activities.

Regular admission applies with more information at 
www.sciencecentral.org.

For Wayne’s Youtheatre, the 5th oldest 
youth theatre in the United States, is cele-
brating their 90th anniversary by presenting 
the musical “Anastasia.”

There will be a performance at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 20 and 3 p.m. curtain times on Dec. 21 
and 22. There will be a sensory performance 
on Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. and Breakfast with 

Santa on Dec. 21, 10 a.m.
All presentations will be at the First Pres-

byterian Theater, 300 W. Wayne St. Fort 
Wayne. Tickets are $20 adults, $15, students 
and seniors. Breakfast with Santa tickets are 
$35 adults and $30 child. Ticket information 
at 260-422-4226 and at FortWayneYouthe-
atre.org.

Youtheatre presents the musical ‘Anastasia’

Community
Harvest Farm 

Wagon
The Community Har-

vest Farm Wagon visits Life 
Community Church every 
Tuesday at 9 a.m. to give 
FREE fresh food to needy 
families. The church address 
is 428 S. Oak St. in Bluff-
ton. Enter the parking lot 
at the south entrance off of 
Oak Street and park facing 
North.
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Testy about takeout
Dear Annie: Both my adult daughter 

and her husband are employed. Since 
they do not cook, when my husband and 
I visit them, which is approximately four 
times a year, they send out for food and 
ask us to pay our share of the bill, or, on 
occasion, she will use my credit card to 
pay for the whole bill. When we go out 
to eat at a restaurant, I always pick up 
the check, which I feel is almost expect-
ed on their part.

Am I asking for too much by wanting 
them to entertain us when we visit them, 
as I have done for the past 20 years 
when they visit us? — Lunch With a Bill

Dear Lunch With a Bill: When it 
comes to parents picking up the tab, 
sometimes old habits die hard. If you’ve 
been paying for meals since your adult 
daughter was a child, she probably 
doesn’t think twice before passing you 
the check.

Excuses aside, it’s bad manners to 
charge guests for their portion of a 
meal. Next time she tries to charge you 
for lunch, just say, “You take care of 
this one, and I’ll treat us all to dinner 
tonight.” 

Dear Annie: I have been with my 
fiance for 15 years. She has two children 
from a previous relationship. 

When I came into their lives, her son 
was 6 and her daughter had just turned 
7. I almost immediately became a father 
figure to her children, as their father 
stopped all communication with them 
after the divorce. 

I absolutely loved spending time with 
them, but I was 23 and had never been a 
father before. I made many, many mis-
takes and also developed a dependency 
on opiates that made me not such a good 
person at times. 

Eventually, the children’s father came 
back into his son’s life but said he want-
ed nothing to do with my wife’s daugh-
ter as he wasn’t her real father. I was 
thrilled to be her father. I often thought 
of walking her down the aisle, being a 
grandpa to her children should she have 
any, etc. 

As she got older, our relationship 

became strained. 
She developed new 
personality traits, 
and I struggled 
with addiction and 
didn’t make her 
feel good about 
herself most of 
the time. I thought 
I was doing the 
right thing back 
then. 

Eventually, I got sober, and she 
moved out and became a mother to an 
amazing little boy. Part of my recovery 
process is making amends to people 
I have hurt. I love her more than I can 
put into words, and her son is absolutely 
crazy about me and calls me “Grandpa.” 
I have told her many times how sorry I 
am, how wrong I was and how proud I 
am of her for what she has done with her 
life. I want more than anything to have 
a relationship with her and be a grandpa 
to that little boy. She has put up quite a 
wall, though. 

Is there anything I can do, or do I 
need to just make peace with having to 
let her go? Please help. — Torn Apart in 
Illinois

Dear Torn Apart: Your stepdaughter 
probably expects that you’ll let her down 
again or abandon her entirely, like her 
biological father did many years ago. 

The proof is in the pudding. Instead 
of telling her again how sorry you are 
for your mistakes, let your apology shine 
through your actions. Plant your feet 
and hang tough. Show her that you’ve 
changed and you aren’t going anywhere 
this time. 

It might take time for her to come 
around, but be patient. One of the most 
important things we can do as parents 
is show up for our kids. When her wall 
eventually crumbles, she will realize that 
standing on the other side is the good-
hearted and loving father she’s always 
had. 

Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS
God’s grace is 

available to us all

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | December 14 - 20, 2024    | 11 Monday prime time

12/16 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Prop. Conn Life Today 
with 

Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor CrossTalk 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Neighbor
(N) 

Poppa's
"Wig" (N) 

NCIS "Humbug" (N) NCIS: Origins "Blue 
Bayou" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Criminal Minds "The 
Hunt" 

Criminal Minds "The 
Job" 

FBI "Outsider" FBI "Undisclosed" FBI "Codename: 
Ferdinand" 

FBI "Salvation" FBI "Ties That Bind" FBI "Fallout"

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Countd-
own/ (:45) K..

Football Chicago Bears at Minnesota Vikings The Vikings aim to pile more 
heartache on the Bears as the NFC North rivals end their season series. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Christmas Country music icons perform holiday 
hits at the Grand Ole Opry House in Nashville. (N) 

Michael Bublé's 
Christmas in the City 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Seinfeld
"The Pitch"

Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "Mom, I Told 
You What He Did, and Y.. 

TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 
News (N) 

< Operation Mistletoe (2024, Romance) Nick 
Bateman, Steve Belford, Jen Lilley. (P) 

Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Antiques Roadshow 
"Did Grandma Lie?" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Matters of 
Mind 

Antiques Roadshow
"Junk in the Trunk 11" 

Antiques Roadshow
"Natural Wonders" 

Masters "Brenda Lee: 
Rockin' Around" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Antiques Roadshow 
"Junk in the Trunk 11" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Antiques Roadshow 
"Did Grandma Lie?" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Antiques Roadshow
"Junk in the Trunk 11" 

Antiques Roadshow
"Natural Wonders" 

Masters "Brenda Lee: 
Rockin' Around" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Antiques Roadshow 
"Junk in the Trunk 11" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang 9-1-1: Lone Star Rescue: HI-Surf FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
The Rookie "Red Hot" The Rookie "A.C.H." The Rookie "Poetic 

Justice" 
The Rookie "Fire Fight" The Rookie "Hit and 

Run" 
(:05) The Rookie
"Breakdown" 

(:05) The Rookie "Heart 
Beat" 

The Rookie "Fire Fight" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <+++ Thor: Ragnarok (‘17) Chris Hemsworth. <++ Thor: Love and Thunder (‘22) Chris Hemsworth. What We .. What We .. What We .. <++ Men in Black: International 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<++++ It's a Wonderful Life (1946, Comedy Drama) Donna Reed, Lionel 
Barrymore, James Stewart. 

<++++ It's a Wonderful Life (1946, Comedy Drama) Donna Reed, Lionel 
Barrymore, James Stewart. 

E! News
(N) 

Snoop Dogg's
"Countdown to "I Do"" 

Snoop 
Dogg's 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ The Town (2010, Thriller) Rebecca Hall, Jon Hamm, Ben Affleck. <++ The Equalizer (2014, Action) Marton 
Csokas, Chloë Grace Moretz, Denzel Washington. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
Countdown The ESPN NFL crew provides an in-depth 
look at Monday's game, as well as reviews of Sunday's ..

(:15) Kickoff
(L) (N) 

NFL Football Atlanta Falcons at Las Vegas Raiders The Raiders try to halt a 
five-game series slide as the Falcons make their first trip to Sin City. (L) (N) 

Postgame (L) (N) /(:45) SportsCenter 
With Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) Men's College Soccer 30 for 30 Survive and Advance The Fight Life

FDMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory FIBA 

Basketball 
All Blacks The Card 

Life Kansas
Sports 
Stars 

Athletes Unlimited Pro Volleyball From Arizona 
Athletic Grounds in Mesa, Ariz. 

United Fight Alliance United Fight Alliance High School Football 
UIL: Teams TBA 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Premier League Goal 
Zone (L) (N) 

Law & Order: SVU
"Educated Guess" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Lost Traveler" 

WWE RAW The superstars of the WWE square off 
in the ring and behind the scenes. (L) (N) 

Based-True 
Story (N) 

<++ Skyscraper (2018, Action) Neve Campbell,
Chin Han, Dwayne Johnson. 

<++ 
Skyscraper 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Contraband: Seized 
"What a Trip" 

Contraband "It's Not 
Supposed to Be Sticky" 

Contraband: Seized
"Does Not Compute" 

Contraband: Seized
"The Call of Duties" 

Contraband: Seized at 
the Airport (N) 

Contraband: Seized at 
the Border "Yes, Deer?"

Contraband: Seized
"Fueled by Meth" 

Contraband: Seized 
"The Call of Duties" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Sister Wives Last Resort Last Resort Last Resort (N) (:10) Last Resort (N) (:10) 90 Day Fiancé "The Razor's Edge" Last Resort

HIST  38 77 120 269 
(4:00) Ancient Aliens: 
Origins 

Ancient The Antikythera Mechanism, an astronomical 
device, is the world's oldest known analog computer. 

Ancient Aliens "Cosmic 
Impacts" 

Ancient Considering if there might be evidence to an 
otherworldly presence lurking in Earth watery depths.

(:05) Ancient Aliens
"Mysteries of the Maya"

(:05) Ancient Aliens 
"Submerged Evidence" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Bad Medicine" The First 48 First 48 "Spree Killer" The First 48 The First 48 "Snatched" The First 48 (:05) First 48 "Gangland" (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Pride, Prejudice 
and Mistletoe 

< Following Yonder Star (2024, Drama) John 
Brotherton, Brooke D'Orsay. 

< Our Holiday Story (2024, Romance) Warren 
Christie, Sydney Scotia, Nikki DeLoach. 

< The Secret Gift of Christmas (2023, Drama)
Christopher Russell, Aria Publicover, Meghan Ory. 

< Three Wiser Men 
and a Boy 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:00) <++ 
Armageddon 

<++ Olympus Has Fallen (2013, Action) Aaron Eckhart,
Morgan Freeman, Gerard Butler. 

<++ London Has Fallen (2016, Action) Aaron 
Eckhart, Morgan Freeman, Gerard Butler. 

<++ Deep Impact (1998, Drama) Tea Leoni, Elijah Wood, 
Robert Duvall. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang American American American American American American 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:15) < 
Friends W... 

<++ Office Christmas Party (2016, Comedy)
Olivia Munn, T.J. Miller, Jason Bateman. 

(:45) <++++ A Christmas Story (1983, Children) 
Darren McGavin, Melinda Dillon, Peter Billingsley. 

(:45) <++ Office Christmas Party (2016, Comedy) Olivia Munn,
T.J. Miller, Jason Bateman. 

<++++ A Christmas 
Story Peter Billingsley. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:15) <++ 
Click 

(:45) <+++ National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation (1989, 
Comedy) Beverly D'Angelo, Randy Quaid, Chevy Chase. 

<+++ Elf (2003, Children) James Caan, Bob 
Newhart, Will Ferrell. 

<+ Vegas Vacation (1997, Comedy) Beverly 
D'Angelo, Randy Quaid, Chevy Chase. 

<++ National 
Lampoon's Vacation 

COM  47  107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Speak Joy Taylor, Keyshawn Johnson and Paul 
Pierce discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

Kevin Harvick's Happy 
Hour Awards Show 

Greatest Races: NASCAR NASCAR Cup Series Racing: Atlanta From March 
11, 2001. 

Greatest Races: NASCAR 2005 NASCAR Cup 
Series: Charlotte From May 29, 2005. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Bones "Finder" Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Holiday Baking Holiday Baking "Holiday Pajama Party" Holiday Baking "Gingerbread House Party" (N) Holiday Wars Christmas Cookie Holiday Baking
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Summer House Summer House Below Deck Below Deck (N) Below Deck WatchWhat Below Deck Southern Charm Sold on S 
NICK  68  170 299 Patrick (N) <++ Hotel Transylvania 2 (‘15) Adam Sandler. SpongeBob Patrick SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Greens "Cricket Versus; Blue Tater" (:45) Place (:10) Place (:35) Miraculous (:35) Bluey Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:35) <+++ Home 
Alone Macaulay Culkin. 

(:05) <++ Home Alone 2: Lost in New York (1992, Children)
Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern, Macaulay Culkin. 

(:45) Frosty (:20) Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer 

(:25) Santa Claus Is 
Comin' to Town 

<+++ Miracle on 34th Street (‘94) 
Richard Attenborough. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:00) < Birds of Prey (and 
the Fantabulous Emanc... 

(:55) <+++ Frost/Nixon (2008, History) Michael 
Sheen, Kevin Bacon, Frank Langella. 

Dune: Prophecy Get Millie 
Black (N) 

(:45) Get Millie Black Get Millie 
Black 

(:20) Dune: Prophecy (:20) Get Millie Black 

MAX  325  310 515 
(:55) <++ The Good Doctor (‘11) 
Riley Keough, Orlando Bloom. 

(:25) <+ Red Dawn (‘12) Josh Peck,
Josh Hutcherson, Chris Hemsworth. 

<+++ Gattaca (‘97) Uma Thurman, 
Jude Law, Ethan Hawke. 

(:45) <++ RoboCop (2014, Sci-Fi) Gary Oldman,
Samuel L. Jackson, Joel Kinnaman. 

(:45) <+++ Blackthorn (‘11)
Eduardo Noriega, Sam Shepard. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:45) < 
Lincoln La... 

(:50) <+++ The Infiltrator (2016, Thriller) Diane Kruger, John 
Leguizamo, Bryan Cranston. 

The Agency
"Quarterback Blitz" 

Dexter: Original Sin
"And in the beginning..."

Killing Eve (:45) Dexter: Sin "And in 
the beginning..." 

(:45) The Agency
"Quarterback Blitz" 

(:45) < Tropic 
Thunder 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:00) <+++ Primal 
Fear (‘96) Richard Gere. 

(:15) <+++ Frozen River (2008, Drama) Misty 
Upham, Michael O'Keefe, Melissa Leo. 

<+++ 45 Years (‘15) Tom 
Courtenay, Charlotte Rampling. 

(:35) <++ Factory Girl (‘06) Guy 
Pearce, Sienna Miller. 

(:10) <++ Enough (2002, Thriller) Billy Campbell, 
Juliette Lewis, Jennifer Lopez. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Q u e s t i o n :  I ’ m 
“amazed” that the world 
accepts the song “Amazing 
Grace,” with its strong tes-
timony of people being lost 
sinners and being saved by 
God’s amazing grace. Is 
this the personal testimony 
of John Newton, once a 
slave trader? – A.G.

Answer: In an Eng-
lish village, not far from 
Oxford and Cambridge, is 
a 14th-century church. In 
the corner of the church-
yard is a large tombstone 
with these words inscribed:

“John Newton, Clerk; 
once an infidel and liber-
tine, a servant of slaves 
in Africa, was by the rich 
mercy of the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ pre-
served, restored, pardoned, 
and appointed to preach 

the faith he had long 
labored to destroy.”

Newton was the 
son of a sea captain 

who was engaged in the 
Mediterranean trade. His 
mother died when he was 
6, and after only two years 
of formal schooling, he 
joined his father’s ship at 
the age of 11. His early 
life was one of immorality, 
debauchery, and failure, 
rejected by his father, in 
trouble with his employers, 
and finally jailed.

This miserable seaman 
was brought to his senses 
by reading the book “ Imi-
tation of Christ”. His con-
version was the result of a 
violent storm in which he 
almost lost his life. New-
ton became a minister and 
gave the rest of his life to 
serving God in the church. 
It was during this time that 
Newton wrote his own 
testimony – “Amazing 

Grace.”
God’s grace has been 

defined as “His unde-
served favor.” It was this 
grace that reached out to 
Newton. When he learned 
that Christ loved him 
and had died for him, he 
was amazed. It was this 
grace that made him con-
scious that he was a sinner 
(“grace taught my heart 
to fear”) and then assured 
him that his sins were for-
given (“grace my fears 
relieved”). While many 
people sing the words, they 
don’t understand the mes-
sage, but this grace is avail-
able to us all.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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Vehicles
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

serVices
Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

employment
Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
rangefor a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $58,300 - $70,500.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by Decem-
ber 27, 2024.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS

looking to hire an individual
for fast pace jobs including
labeling, inserting and deliv-
ering bundles of newspapers.
Must be willing to work from
4 a.m.-9 a.m. Monday-Satur-
day. Some heavy lifting, and
an Indiana drivers license re-
quired. Mail resume, or fill out
an application, to News-Ban-
ner, P.O. Box 436, 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN
46714.

Public Notices

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 05-06-27-39-

40
Cash4Life — 25-35-37-

45-49, Cash Ball: 04
Lotto Plus — 06-18-20-

29-31-44
Quick Draw Midday — 

13-16-17-19-33-34-35-38-
42-47-54-57-58-60-63-66-
68-72-75-78, BE: 57

Daily Three-Midday — 
08-09-08, SB: 03

Daily Three-Evening — 
05-06-02, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday — 
03-07-05-06, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening — 
06-04-02-01, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening 
— 01-07-09-10-11-13-17-
19-32-34-36-37-41-42-44-
47-53-60-69-77, BE: 09

Hoosier Lotto — 02-13-
16-20-26-32

Powerball
12-17-23-52-67; Power-

ball: 01; Power Play: 2X

Sunday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 15-17-26-27-

29
Cash4Life — 01-18-22-

29-39, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 

01-04-09-11-13-25-27-29-
40-42-45-48-50-52-53-71-
73-74-76-79, BE: 40

Daily Three-Midday — 
05-03-05, SB: 05

Daily Three-Evening — 
02-02-03, SB: 02

Daily Four-Midday — 
07-02-00-07, SB: 05

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-07-02-03, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening 
— 03-06-07-11-17-18-20-
22-28-34-40-45-46-50-54-
72-74-76-77-78, BE: 72

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $32.3 million

MEga MILLIOnS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday): $740 million
POwERbaLL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $55 million
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THE NEWS-BANNER 
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Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!
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Jan. deadline is Tues., Dec. 24!
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-
6 p.m. - (Online Only) - 
Thomas B. & Mary Lou 
Woodward, seller. One of a 
kind picturesque real estate 
offering. Outstanding 4,014 
SF on 8.45 acres, 4 bed-
room, 3 bath home with a 2 
car detached garage. Scenic 
backyard with multiple util-
ity sheds and gazebo, Wells 
County. Pat Carter, sale 
manager, 260-273-8294, The 
Steffen Group Inc., www.stef-
fengrp.com, 260-426-0633.
BIDDING ENDS DECEMBER 
21 - Bidding starts closing 
at 1 p.m. - Private collec-
tion, seller. 20 Marolf Ct., 
Fremont. Collection of exot-
ic taxidermy mounts (over 
150), zebra & bear skins, 
100’s of antlers, fully restored 
antique boat motors, bow & 
arrows, gun cases, hunting 
& camping equipment, vin-
tage fishing lures, high-end 
art work, antiques & collect-
ibles, watches & fine jewelry, 
power & hand tools, storage 
cabinets, household, vintage 
nautical items, more. Preview 
Dec. 14, 10 a.m.-noon, Dec. 
18, 4-6 p.m. Sale managers 
Pat Carter, 260-273-8294, 
Brandon Steffen, 260-710-
5684, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
DECEMBER 22-DECEMBER 
31 - Bidding starts closing 
at 2 p.m. - Estate of Richard 
Gerken and others, sellers. 
“Outstanding year end auc-
tion.” Very high quality art 
deco, Lladro collection art, 
mid century modern and Art 
Nouveau home furnishings, 
International Harvester collec-
tion, 2011 Platinum Ford F150 
in pristine condition, high 
quality antiques, 3,500 record 
albums, vintage Schwinn 
bicycles, lawn mower, tools, 
advert is ing memorabi l ia, 
Coca Cola collection, antique 
gas pump, country primitives, 
military patches & pins, and 
more. Open house Dec. 26 
and Dec. 30 from 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian, IN. Sale manager 
Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, 
The Steffen Group Inc., stef-
fengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
B I D D I N G  O P E N  A N D 
STARTS CLOSING JANU-
ARY 2 AT 10 A.M. - (Online 
Only) - MD Landscaping 
LLC, owner.  Over 170+ 

Lots. John Deere 5525 W/ 
Belly Blade, Bobcat Dozer 
96” Blade, 2016 International 
4300 Box Truck, 2003 Wells 
Cargo Enclosed/Office Trailer, 
84” 3-Point Cultivator, 2008 
Ford F-350 W/ Boss Snow 
Plow, 2007 Jeep Wrangler 
w/J Truck Bed, Volvo ECR88 
Excavator Kawasaki 65TMVB 
Wheel Loader, Kubota SCL 
1000 Mini Skid Steer, Skid 
Loader Attachments, Hard-
scape Stone, Walnut Slabs, 
Assorted Lawn Tools, Power 
Tools and much more. 3883 
US HWY 33 Decatur IN, 
46733. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com. 
DECEMBER 29-JANUARY 
5 - Bidding starts clos-
ing at 2 p.m. - Estate of 
Eldrid Tinkel, seller. Large 
antique and collectible auc-
tion. Country primitives, early 
metal toys including vintage 
tractors, farm implements, 
trucks, boats, more, antique 
furniture, cast iron collection, 
antique brass cash register, 
antique stoves, large and rare 
collection of vintage granite-
ware, Fenton, Marion adver-
tising memorabilia, vintage 
beer signs, crocks, long guns, 
coins, more. Open house 
Dec. 29, 2-4 p.m., Jan. 4, 10 
a.m.-noon, 1910 N Meridian 
St., Marion. Sale manager 
Brandon Steffen, 260-710-
5684, The Steffen Group Inc., 
Steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
BIDDING ENDS JANU-
ARY 7 at 10 a.m. - (Online 
Only) - Wayne Metals LLC 
Machining Division, owner. 
Offering over 200+ Lots. 
Roskelley 1440 Lathe, 2007 
Haas SL-40T CNC Turning 
Lathe, Hardinge CHNCI Pre-
cision CNC Machine, Delta 
Floor Drill Press, Omni Turn 
GT-75 CNC Lathe, Targa 
Surface Grinder, Acer Milling 
Machine W/ Phase-2 3 Jaw 
Chuck, Abex Denison Stamp 
Machine, OOYA RE-1225H 
Drilling & Tapping Radial 
Arm Drill, Cincinnati Milacron 
Hawk 150 A2100 CNC Lathe, 
Welders, Tooling Cabinets, 
Large Selection of pallet rack-
ing, Power & Hand Tools and 
much more.  9312 Avionics 
Drive, Fort Wayne IN 46809. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Real-
ty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauc-
tion.com.

PUBLIC SESSION
MEETING NOTICE

The Local/Regional Child Fatal-
ity Review Team Serving Adams 
and Wells County will meet on 
Thursday, December 19, 2024 
8:15 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the 
Adams County Detention Center 
911 Peacekeepers Way, Decatur, 
IN  46733

nb 12/16
hspaxlp

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hid-
den fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)
PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 877-930-
3271 (I)
WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 877-329-1207 (I)
DENTAL INSURANCE FROM 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-844-
244-7025 www.dental50plus.
com/hoosier #6258 (I)
CALL LEAFGUARD AND say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning for 
good. No cleaning. No leaking. 
No water damage. No more 
ladder accidents. Get Leaf-
Guard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financ-
ing available. 20% off total pur-
chase (Restrictions may apply.) 
Call 1-866-641-9158 (I)
REPLACE YOUR ROOF with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-866-781-6023 
(I)
DON’T LET THE stairs limit 
your mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who strug-
gles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-855-967-
4960 (I)
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-877-414-2352 today! (I)

SPeciaL!
Earn Extra Cash by selling 

your “Unwanteds”!  
A 20-word, line classified 

ad is $5 for 5 Days! 
For Sale Items Only.
Contact the Bluffton 

News-Banner office at 
125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224, or 

classifieds.news-banner.com

5 for $5

EZ PLANK LAMINATE floor-
ing, light oak. 10 boxes (26.69
sq. ft. per box) Call
260-273-7479. $250

COLLECTIBLE GENUINE

PORCELAIN dolls $15/each
and under. Call 260-273-7479
for pictures and details. Still in
boxes.

PREMIER DESIGNS JEWEL-

RY - large variety of pieces
from distributor kit. Call
260-273-7479

Services
WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-855-655-7718 (I)

Need more 
employees?

A 20 word,
line classified in 

the News-Banner 
for a month is $52.  

Contact the office at 
125 N. Johnson St.,  

824-0224, or 
submit online at 

classifieds.news-banner.com.
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1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren

DeWeese
SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES

We Service All Appliances

260-449-5144 Snow Removal/Winterization

Forever Green Lawn Care 
& Land Management LLC

•	 Discounts for Veterans
•	 Active Military

•	 Law Enforcement
•	 New Referrals

Locally Owned and Operated

Owen B. President
forevergrnland@gmail.com

www.PerfectPetBluffton.com

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 11-2
Emily Striker & Amanda Clark Owners

618 N. Main St., Bluff ton (beside Taco Bell)  •  260-846-0276

Curb Side Service Available 
Call in Your Order for Convenience

Tigers roll to third straight win
By ANDREW FEEBACK

In a very one-sided affair, the 
Bluffton boys’ basketball team won 
its third straight game Saturday 
afternoon by routing the Elwood 
Panthers 60-15. 

About 16 hours after their last 
game ended, the Tigers (3-1) 
showed no signs of fatigue after 
a long road trip Friday night and 
quick turnaround Saturday, racing 
out to a 21-0 lead and never look-
ing back. 

Coach Craig Teagle was pleased 
with the performance, mainly with 
how his team played after Friday 
night’s game with Lakeland Chris-
tian. 

“Sharing the basketball, our 
team defense, switching and com-
municating, and keeping the ball in 
front of us,” he said, noting what 
he found most impressive. 

He also liked how his team 
handcuffed Elwood’s Jayden Mul-
lins, holding him to two points. 

“He’s been really good at getting 
into the paint, and finishing around 
the rim,” he said. “We did a good 
job keeping him in front for the 
most part.”  

Bluff ton reached Elwood’s 
entire offensive output by the end 
of the first quarter with a 15-0 lead. 
After Kaleb Green’s one-handed 
dunk on a  fast-break, it was 21-0. 

Mullins notched Elwood’s only 
points of the half on a bucket in the 
paint with 5:38 to play, one of the 
few times he was even a threat to 
score. 

The Panthers’ only points the 
rest of the game came on a pair 
of triples from Jackson Gordon, 
two three-pointers from Corbin 
Leavell, and a free throw from 
Ethan Casas. 

Elwood (1-5) missed its first 
11 shots and ended 5 of 33 for the 
game, including 4 of 24 from deep. 

Bluffton ended the third quarter 
with 15 straight, capped off by a 
three-pointer from Declan Grieser 
at the buzzer right in front of his 
teammates on the Tiger bench, and 
the lead was 53-8. 

Grieser finished with 18 points, 
while Green had 16. Nolan Lam-
bert went 3 for 3 from long dis-
tance for nine points, while Cam-
eron Williams chipped in eight. 

Even though the Tigers won big 
Friday night at Lakeland Christian, 
Teagle wasn’t particularly happy 
with it. 

“I didn’t think we played great 
last night,” he said. “We had 16 
turnovers, we got dribble-split too 
much defensively, and I didn’t 
think our intensity level was as 
high as it needed to be. We talked 
about that, and I thought we cor-

rected some of that today. Our 
intensity level was up, we com-
municated better, and I thought we 
were more on the same page today 
than we were last night.” 

Bluffton will host Southern 
Wells Friday night. 

The Tigers took the junior varsi-
ty game 48-22. Reid Abbett topped 
the Tigers with 12 points, while 
Gibson Grieser had eight. Kameron 
Klinski and Abram Gehrett both 
had seven.

sports@news-banner.com
BLUFFTON 60, ELWOOD 15

At Bluffton
ELWOOD (1-5): Jayden Mullins 1-6 0-0 2, Brice 
Shuler 0-0 0-0 0, Ethan Casas 0-2 1-2 1, Jackson 
Gordon 2-8 0-0 6, Braden Etchison 0-1 0-0 0, 
Tarik Osborn 0-0 0-0 0, Blaise Jones 0-2 0-0 0, 
Corbin Leavell 2-10 0-0 6, Conner Wooten 0-2 0-0 
0, Jacob Bell 0-1 0-0 0, Liam Cannon 0-1 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 5-33 1-2 15.
BLUFFTON (3-1): Nolan Lambert 3-3 0-0 9, Cam-
eron Williams 2-5 4-4 8, Marshall Gerber 1-5 0-0 
2, Austin Geimer 0-0 0-0 0, Gavin Grieser 0-0 0-0 
0, Griffin Morgan 2-2 0-1 4, Declan Grieser 8-14 
1-2 18, Benjamin Maggard 0-1 0-0 0, Kaleb Green 
8-10 0-1 16, Jonah Geisel 0-0 0-0 0, Axton Beste 
0-0 0-0 0, Maxwell White 1-2 0-0 3, Gibson Grieser 
0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 25-42 5-8 60.

Elwood   0     2     6     7   —   15
Bluffton     15     17     21     7   —   60

Three-point Goals: Elwood 4-24 (Gordon 2-6, 
Leavell 2-10, Jones 0-2, Casas 0-1, Mullins 0-1, 
Etchison 0-1, Wooten 0-1, Bell 0-1, Cannon 0-1), 
Bluffton 5-14 (Lambert 3-3, Declan Grieser 1-2, 
White 1-2, Gerber 0-3, Williams 0-3, Maggard 0-1). 
Rebounds: Elwood 9 (Mullins 8, Casas 1), Bluffton 
31 (Green 9, Declan Grieser 7, Williams 4, Lambert 
3, Gibson Grieser 2, Morgan 2, Geisel 2, Gerber 
1, Maggard 1). Turnovers: Elwood 11, Bluffton 8. 
Fouls: Elwood 10, Bluffton 7. Fouled out: None. 
Technicals: None.
JV: Bluffton 48, Elwood 22.

Bluffton’s Declan Grieser, left, glides to the hoop for a basket 
in front of Elwood defenders during the first half of Saturday’s 
non-conference game. Greiser’s 18 points helped the Tigers to 
a 60-15 win over Elwood. (Photo by Chad Kline)

Not enough offense for Norwell in loss to Blackhawk Christian
By ANDREW FEEBACK

FORT WAYNE— A lot had to go right 
for the Norwell Knights if they were going to 
have any chance to knock off the Fort Wayne 
Blackhawk Christian Braves Saturday. 

For the first half, some things did. But 
in the second half, most of them didn’t, 
and the Knights fell to the home-standing 
Braves, 56-34. 

“Our guys competed really hard,” coach 
Mike McBride said. “Our guys did a lot 
of things we wanted to do coming into the 
game.”

One of those was to slow the game 
down and limit possessions. Norwell did 
that early on, and even led for a time, with 
three-pointers from Owen Wallis and Garry 
Riley staking them to an early 9-6 lead. 

“We wanted to get ourselves through the 
first quarter in a position where we were 
right there,” McBride said. 

The Knights (3-2) were right there, but 
a costly four-point swing ended the frame. 
Trailing 11-9, Adam McBride was fouled 
with four seconds left, but made only one 
of two. Blackhawk’s Bryce Sefton made 
a heavily-contested shot from the top of 
the key as the buzzer sounded, giving the 
Braves (4-1) a four-point cushion. 

That was just the beginning for Sefton, 
who led all scorers with 20 points and made 
6 of 12 shots beyond the arc. 

Sefton’s next triple had the Braves up 
23-13 and looking like they could break away 
at any moment. But Norwell came up with a 

couple steals which they con-
verted into baskets, and with 
neither team scoring for the 
last two minutes of the half, 
the Knights trailed just 23-17 
at the break. 

The drought continued for 
both teams into the second 
half, with no points either 
way until Sefton connected 
from deep nearly three min-
utes in. He hit another one on 
the Braves’ next possession, and after a fast-
break layup from Luke Mansfield, Black-
hawk Christian suddenly led 31-17. 

“I thought we were really good defen-
sively at the start of the third quarter,” 
McBride said. “But we could not cut into 
the six-point deficit. They’re too good 
offensively to not take advantage of those 
stops. We had multiple possessions in a row 
where we got defensive stops, but we could 
not score it on the other end.” 

After a timeout, the Knights got back to 
back buckets from Adam and Josh McBride 
and kept the deficit at 10 for a bit. 

Sefton’s next three ended the third-quar-
ter scoring and began a 13-0 run for the 
Braves. His sixth and final trey began the 
last quarter, and was followed by a three-
point play from Briggs Pardon, then con-
secutive layups from Drake Sefton. 

While some of the first-half positives 
for the Knights were not maintained for 
the whole game, one area they excelled in 

throughout the contest was 
neutralizing the Braves’ size 
advantage. Blackhawk Chris-
tian’s shortest starter was list-
ed at 6-2, equaling the listed 
height of Norwell’s tallest. 

A big mismatch was 
Blackhawk’s 6-10 forward 
Kellen Pickett, who came 
in averaging 20 points per 
game but incredibly did not 
score in this one. 

Norwell flustered the big man by 
swarming him when he got his hands on the 
ball and forcing him too far underneath the 
basket. 

“We just can’t guard Pickett one on 
one, so we have to send multiple guys,” 
McBride said. “Our zone was very active 
and gave us a chance. They’re just physical, 
big, strong and athletic. I think they wore 
us down a bit with their defensive pressure. 
Eleven turnovers is not bad, but in a game 
like this, we’ve probably got to have five.” 

Norwell made seven three-pointers, but 
Blackhawk Christian made 11 out of 29. 
The Knights were just 12 of 36 overall. 

“We needed to shoot a little better than 
we did earlier in the game,” McBride said. 
“The margin of error is so small against this 
talented of a team.”  

Wallis was the only Knight to reach 
double figures, finishing with 12. Nick 
McBride added eight. 

Although the end result was nearly the 

same score as the Knights’ season-opening 
58-30 loss at Carroll, Coach McBride felt 
this was a considerably better showing. 

“I’m very impressed with what we were 
able to do and how we were able to stay 
competitive longer than we did when we 
went on the road at Carroll, against similar 
size,” he said. “We did a better job of giv-
ing ourselves a greater opportunity later in 
the game.”

Norwell will travel to DeKalb Friday. 
The junior varsity Knights came up with 

a 36-28 victory. Noah Comer scored 14 
points, Cade Thornton had nine and Cooper 
Bunn added five.

sports@news-banner.com
FORT WAYNE BLACKHAWK 56, NORWELL 34

At Fort Wayne Blackhawk
NORWELL (3-2): Owen Wallis 4-5 0-0 12, Garry Riley 1-4 
0-0 3, Adam McBride 2-10 1-2 5, Josh McBride 3-9 2-2 
8, Nick McBride 2-7 0-0 6, Noah Comer 0-0 0-0 0, Ryne 
Thornton 0-1 0-0 0. TOTALS: 12-36 3-4 34.
FORT WAYNE BLACKHAWK (4-1): Briggs Pardon 4-6 
3-4 11, Drake Sefton 4-6 0-0 9, Kellen Pickett 0-8 0-0 
0, Payton Rhinehart 1-3 0-0 3, Owen Saleik 0-0 0-0 0, 
Kyler Wood 0-0 0-0 0, Bryce LaCross 2-7 2-2 8, Christian 
Webster 0-2 0-0 0, Jaeden O’Neal 1-3 0-0 3, Bryce Sefton 
7-14 0-0 20, Luke Mansfield 1-2 0-0 2, Luke Metzler 0-0 
0-0 0. TOTALS: 20-51 5-6 56.

Norwell   10     7     4     13   —   34
Fort Wayne Blackhawk     14     9     11     22   —   56

Three-point Goals: Norwell 7-23 (Wallis 4-5, Nick McBride 
2-6, Riley 1-4, Adam McBride 0-3, Josh McBride 0-4, 
Thornton 0-1), Fort Wayne Blackhawk 11-29 (Bryce Sef-
ton 6-12, LaCross 2-5, Drake Sefton 1-2, Rhinehart 1-2, 
O’Neal 1-3, Pickett 0-4, Mansfield 0-1). Rebounds: Nor-
well 18 (Josh McBride 9, Adam McBride 4, Nick McBride 
3, Thornton 1, Riley 1), Fort Wayne Blackhawk 30 (Pickett 
12, Drake Sefton 6, LaCross 5, Mansfield 2, Pardon 2, 
Bryce Sefton 2, O’Neal 1). Turnovers: Norwell 11, Fort 
Wayne Blackhawk 6. Fouls: Norwell 9, Fort Wayne Black-
hawk 7. Fouled out: None. Technicals: None.
JV: Norwell 36, Fort Wayne Blackhawk 28.

Southern Wells girls triumph 
over Heritage in hoops

The Southern Wells girls’ basketball 
team took home another win Friday night, 
beating Heritage 55-19 on the road. The 
team holds a 10-2 record for the season.

Individual stats were not available. 
The girls will play against Woodlan at 

7:30 p.m. Thursday at home. 

Norwell boys take first 
at swim invitational

The Norwell boys’ swim team came 
out on top among nine teams hosted for 
the school’s invite on Saturday. The team 
racked up 287 points, followed by Bishop 
Dwenger (236), Oak Hill (215), Bellmont 
(212), Leo (116), Blackhawk Christian 
(102), Huntington (54), Adams Central 
(44) amd South Adams (36). 

Event winners:
• Braden Hoag, Kale Meredith, Colten 

Strunk and Rylan Heyerly in the 200-year 

medley relay.
• Ethan Williamson, Strunk, Meredith 

and Heyerly in the 400-yard freestyle.
• Heyerly in the 50-yard freestyle and 

100-yard freestyle.
• Strunk in the 100-yard butterfly. 

Bluffton wrestling splits 
ACAC Team Duals

Bluffton’s wrestling team took away 
three team wins and three losses Saturday 
at the ACAC Team Duals at Adams Cen-
tral. The team beat Southern Wells 71-12, 
Woodlan 72-12, and Heritage 56-21, but 
fell to Jay County 30-45, South Adams 
28-51, and Adams Central 20-45. 

Southern Wells lost all four of its duals, 
falling 6-75 to Adams Central, 6-75 to Jay 
County and 18-63 to South Adams. 

Adams Central took first Saturday, win-
ning all six of its duals, followed by Jay 
County 5-1, South Adams 4-2, Bluffton 
3-3, and Southern Wells, Woodlan and 
Heritage 0-4. 

Sports Roundup

High School Calendar
MONDAY, DEC 16
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, DEC 17
BOYS BASKETBALL: 

Southern Wells at Northfield, 
7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: 
Bluffton at Southwood, 7:45 
p.m.; Norwell at Woodlan, 
7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (co-
ed): Elwood at Bluffton, 6 p.m.; 
Snider/Wayne at Norwell, 6 
p.m.

WRESTLING: Norwell at 
Jay County, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC 18

WRESTLING: Bluffton at 
Churubusco, 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC 19
GIRLS BASKETBALL: 

Woodlan at Southern Wells, 
7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING 
(co-ed): South Side at Bluff-
ton, 5:30 p.m.; South Adams 
at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.; Wood-
lan at Southern Wells, 7:30 
p.m.

WRESTLING: Southern 
Wells at Mississinewa, 6 
p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC 20
BOYS BASKETBALL: 

Southern Wells at Bluffton, 
7:30 p.m.; Norwell at DeKalb, 
7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC 21 
BOYS BASKETBALL: 

Garrett at Bluffton, 7:30 
p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: 
Bluffton at Adams Central, 
1:30 p.m.; DeKalb at Nor-
well, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING 
(co-ed): Bluffton at Norwell, 
10 a.m.

WRESTLING: Norwell at 
Wawasee Super Duals, 9 
a.m.

By RYAN WALKER
Taylor University is getting a big upgrade 

in the outfield.
Norwell’s Drew Graft, a three-time first-

team Northeast 8 Conference player, made 
his commitment official Friday morning as 
he signed with the Trojans.

“I’m really excited,” Graft said. “It 
means a lot. A lot of work’s gone in 
throughout the years, so it means a lot to 
make it official today.”

Graft was joined by friends and fam-
ily, including his brother, Luke Graft, 
who is at Taylor playing football. The two 
played baseball and football together for the 
Knights as well.

The Knights’ senior centerfielder will 
have one more season to play in his high 
school career before heading to Upland.

In his three seasons as a full-time var-
sity member, he’s patrolled centerfield and 
led off for Norwell. He was named a top-10 
uncommitted outfielder on Prep Baseball 
Report near the end of his sophomore year 
and drew interest throughout high school.

In his Knights’ career, he’s hit .423 with 
102 hits, 42 RBI, 35 extra-base hits and a 
1.144 OPS. He’s 36-41 on stolen bases and 
boasts a .971 fielding percentage with only 
three errors as a defender. 

It’s no secret why Taylor head coach 
Kyle Gould, now in his 21st season at the 
helm, was recruiting Graft heavily. His Tro-
jan’s baseball program has won 10 of the 
last 20 Crossroads League championships 
and has been a regular in the NAIA’s Open-
ing Round tournament. In 2023, Gould’s 
team posted a 42-17 record and hosted the 
Opening Round at Taylor, where the team 
struck gold and advanced to the NAIA 
World Series for the first time since 1969. 
The Trojans went 2-2 in the field of nine 
teams.

Taylor is a preseason ranked at 19, the 
highest among the Crossroads League.

“The culture that they present with the 
coaches and all of the players, it was an 
opportunity that I really fell in love with 
throughout my recruiting process,” Graft said.

Graft will not be alone when he arrives 
on campus, with brother Luke Graft and for-
mer teammate Lane Lewis, who is also on 
the Trojans baseball team.

“He (Luke) definitely made a little bit 
of an impact on my decision,” Graft said. 
“We’ve been best friends since we’ve been 
young. It’s definitely still my decision, but 
his impact still certainly played a role.”

Graft is planning on studying marketing.
ryan@news-banner.com

Graft commits to Taylor baseball

Norwell base-
ball player Drew 

Graft signed 
with Taylor Uni-

versity at the 
high school Fri-

day. Pictured, 
left to right, is 
Ryan, Luke, 

Drew, Ally and 
Kristan Graft. 

(Photo by Ryan 
Walker)




