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Paws and Claus
Mr. and Mrs. Claus 

came to the city gym 
Wednesday, with the gym 

allowing dogs to roam 
around. Various orga-

nizations also gave out 
goodies and treats for the 

dogs and their handlers. 
Above, Tory Smith sits on 

Santa’s lap, along with 
the family dog Oatie. At 
right, Erin Schantz pets 

Max, with Grace Fromm 
handling the dog. (Photos 

by Jonathan Snyder)

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Forest Cove’s housing subdivision is set to be expanded 

with the Markle Redevelopment Commission approving the 
purchase of 23.42 acres of land east of the current subdivi-
sion Wednesday.

A verbal agreement between the RDC and JMLL Group, 
the current landowner, will allow the RDC to purchase the 
acreage for $425,000. The land is located east of Cotton-
wood Court in Markle, along Morse Street. An official pur-
chase agreement between the RDC and JMLL needs to be 
drafted before any purchase is made. RDC member Nico-
las Lund said that this verbal agreement still allows them to 
officially apply with financing to purchase.

Additionally, the RDC committed $7,218.31 of its 
own funds to help cover shipping costs for new play-
ground equipment, targeted for middle school aged 
kids, at the Walking Park. The rest of the playground 
and installation costs, totaling over $146,000, has been 
covered through various grants and donations from local 

Markle RDC 
purchases land for 
housing addition

(Continued on Page 2)

Education officials 
OK high school 
diploma overhaul

Despite concerns, the final redesign 
plan earned widespread support — 

including from colleges and universities
By CASEY SMITH, Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana’s high school diploma came one step closer to a 
total revamp on Wednesday after state education officials 
approved a redesign plan that has been months in the mak-
ing.

Paramount to the new plan is maximized “flexibility” for 
students to personalize learning pathways and experienc-
es, including with college courses taken while still in high 
school, as well as the ability to count internships, appren-
ticeships, military experience and other work-based learning 
toward their graduation requirements.

A first draft of the diploma model was made public in 
March. Input from Hoosier educators, parents, students, 
higher education institutions, business officials and other 
stakeholders helped drive the several other iterations of the 
plan that followed since.

Indiana’s State Board of Education approved the latest 
version of the redesign during its December meeting in Indi-
anapolis. The diploma rule now heads to the state attorney 
general for final sign-off.

“This has been, gosh, an all-hands-in-the-circle effort to 
get to this place,” Indiana Secretary of Education Katie Jen-
ner said at Wednesday’s board meeting. “This has certainly 
been a long time coming for the board. We have spent hours 
and hours and hours listening to the many comments and 
ideas and solutions, from many Hoosiers around our state. 
We were absolutely able to improve the draft from the end 
of March … to today. On behalf of the board, we cannot 
thank Hoosiers around the state enough for joining … for 
really helping us get to a great place today for the future of 
Indiana students.”

Under a law passed by Indiana legislators in 2023, the 
state must adopt new diploma requirements by December. 

Schools could choose to opt in and start offering the new 
diplomas as early as the 2025-26 academic year. The new 
diplomas will take effect for all Hoosier students beginning 
with the Class of 2029, who are entering eighth grade this 
fall.

But there have been bumps in the road.
Earlier redesign drafts faced multiple rounds of critiques 

from Hoosier educators, who worried that the model would 
broadly exclude certain course requirements, like those in 
history, foreign language and fine arts. Officials at multiple 
Indiana colleges and universities had also warned that the 
previously proposed high school diplomas would not meet 
university admission requirements

Jenner emphasized that the state board took those criti-
cisms to heart and made adjustments to the diploma plan, 
accordingly. More than 9,400 online public comments 
were submitted during the drafting process. Hundreds more 
attended in-person feedback forums.

In doing so, many of the concerns have since been 
reversed. The final model approved by the board is sup-
ported by all of Indiana’s public colleges and universities, as 
well as more than a dozen state education associations.

“This was really hard, messy, sometimes unpopular 
(Continued on Page 2)

Teacher pay, public school funding remain 
top asks of state’s largest teachers union

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana’s largest teachers union 
listed educator pay boosts, increased 
public school funding and consolidated 
training requirements among its top 
asks for the 2025 legislative session.

The Indiana State Teachers Associa-
tion, which represents roughly 40,000 
Hoosier educators, released a prior-
ity agenda on Tuesday — just weeks 

before state lawmakers are set to return 
to the Statehouse.

Jennifer Smith-Margraf, ISTA’s 
vice president, emphasized that “equi-
table funding for Indiana’s public 
schools” is of highest concern to the 
union.

The 2025 session will see state leg-
islators craft the state’s next biennial 
budget, about half of which has histori-
cally been earmarked for education. 

In recent years, however, Indiana’s 
Republican-dominated legislature has 
opted to grow the state’s private school 
voucher system at a faster rate — a 
shift ISTA has long opposed.

“We’re here to speak for educa-
tors and every student whose future 
depends on a fair, safe and supportive 
learning environment,” Smith-Margraf 
said during a Tuesday news confer-
ence. “Hoosiers value strong public 
schools that provide equal opportuni-
ties for all students. Whether Black or 
white, Latino, Asian, Native (Ameri-

U.S. inflation ticked up last month as 
some price pressures remain persistent

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Fueled 
by pricier used cars, hotel rooms and 
groceries, inflation in the United States 
moved slightly higher last month in the 
latest sign that some price pressures 
remain elevated.

Consumer prices rose 2.7% in 
November from a year earlier, up from 
a yearly figure of 2.6% in October. 
Excluding volatile food and energy 

costs, so-called core prices increased 
3.3%, the same as in the previous 
month. Measured month to month, 
prices climbed 0.3% from October to 
November, the biggest such increase 
since April. Core prices also rose 0.3% 
for a fourth straight month.

Wednesday’s inflation figures 
from the Labor Department are the 
final major piece of data that Federal 
Reserve officials will consider before 
they meet next week to decide on inter-

est rates. The relatively mild Novem-
ber increase won’t likely be enough to 
discourage the officials from cutting 
their key rate by a quarter-point. The 
probability of a rate cut next week, 
as envisioned by Wall Street traders, 
rose to 98% after Wednesday’s infla-
tion report was released, according to 
futures pricing tracked by CME Fed-
Watch.

“It’s generally in the ballpark of 

The Indiana State Teachers Association on Tuesday unveiled 
a slew of legislative priorities ahead of the 2025 session

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 3)
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Markle RDC Weather
Thursday, December 12, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:29 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 34; Low: 21; Precipitation: 0.2 inches of snow
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.20  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 22. Wind chill 

values as low as -5. West wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as 
high as 25 mph. 

Tonight: Scattered snow showers before 1 a.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 14. West wind around 5 mph 
becoming calm in the evening. Chance of precipitation is 
30%.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 32. Calm wind 
becoming east around 5 mph in the morning. 

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 24. 
East wind around 5 mph. 

Saturday: Showers likely, mainly after 1 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 46. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Saturday Night: Showers. Low around 39. Chance of 
precipitation is 90%.

Sunday: A 50% chance of showers, mainly before 1 
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 48.

Sunday Night: A 20% chance of showers after 1 a.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 34.

Monday: A 40% chance of showers, mainly after 1 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 51.

Monday Night: Showers likely. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 34. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Tuesday: A 20% chance of showers. Partly sunny, with a 
high near 43.

Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 26.
Wednesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 38.

Bart Lehman
Email: bartlehman66@gmail.com

265 W Main St, Berne, IN 46711
Berne, IN  * 260-589-2903 * www.mizlehman.com

265 W Main St. Berne, IN 46711 *260-589-2903* www.mizlehman.com 
AC63001588 

CHRIS YODER #AU01030238 BART LEHMAN #AU8800606 
JASON BLUHM #AU08900171 PHIL WULLIMAN #AU01001374 

PUBLIC AUCTION 
 

 

 

Auction held at Farm 
 Farm is located in Jay County on Rd 50 W between 750 N and 900 N.  1 mile west 
of Bryant on St Rd 18 to county Rd 50 West then north ½ mile  

  170 Acres of Farm Ground in Jackson Township, Jay county 

TRACT 1 – 16 Acres with road frontage on the corner of 50 W and 750 N. All 
Tillable. Section 12 Jackson Township  
TRACT 2 – 16 Acres with road frontage on 50 W just north of Tract 1. All Tillable 
Section 12 Jackson Township 
TRACT 3 – 47 Acres with road frontage on 750 N Just west of Tract 1.  This tract 
contains approximately 8 acres of woods.  Section 12 Jackson Township  
TRACT 4 – 53 Acres with frontage on 50 W. All tillable.  Sec 1 Jackson Township 
Tract 5 – 35 Acres with frontage on 50 W.  All Tillable.  Sec 1 Jackson Township 

Terms/Conditions 
Multi-Parcel method will be used, and farm will be offered individually and any combination 
Terms:10% non-refundable down payment with balance due at closing on or before November 3rd,2020  
Real Estate sold subject to confirmation of the seller. Property is not being sold subject to financing. Please arrange financing if 
required prior to the auction.  Survey will determine the final acres.  Statements made sale day take precedents over printed 
material   

Tamra Yoder & Everence Foundation, Owners 

Saturday, October 3rd, 2020 
Auction Starts at 10:00 A.M. 

 
 

260.426.0633 
STEFFENGRP.COM

AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY OUTSTANDING PRIVATE COLLECTION

EXOTIC MOUNTS, TOOLS, ART, SPORTING GOODS & MORE

SALE MANAGER: PAT CARTER (260.273.8294) & BRANDON STEFFEN (260.710.5684)

AUCTION PREVIEW & ONLINE BIDDING ASSISTANCE:
SAT, DEC 14TH (10:00 am - 12:00 pm) & WED, DEC 18TH (4:00 pm - 6:00 pm)

AU19500212 • AC30500053

Zebra & Bear Skins - 100’s of Antlers - Fully Restored Antique Boat Motors
Vintage Nautical Items - Bow & Arrows - Gun Cases - Fishing Lures 
Antique Fishing Lures - Hunting & Camping Supplies - High-end Art Work, 
Antiques and Collectibles - Watches and Fine Jewelry - Large Selection 
of Power & Hand Tools - Storage Cabinets - Household - Much More

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST

PREVIEW LOCATION: 20 MAROLF COURT, FREMONT, IN 46737

VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM

A MUST SEE AUCTION • OVER 150 TAXIDERMY MOUNTS!

SELLER: PRIVATE SELLER

BLACK BEARS • ZEBRAS • WATER BUFFALO • MOOSE • DEER • ELK • AFRICAN MOUNTS

businesses. RDC member 
Nicolas Lund reported that 
there is still over $600,000 
left in that account, not 
including the land pur-
chase expense.

Lund commended Park 

Board Secretary John 
Markley for his efforts in 
getting grants, with over 
$50,000 worth of funds 
coming from GameTime, 
and an additional $10,000 
through the Wells County 
Foundation. 

Lund also acknowledged 
the efforts of RDC mem-
bers Gene Donaghy and 
Mark Hamilton through-
out the years, as this 
RDC meeting was their 
last as part of the board. 
Donaghy’s position as a 

representative of the Nor-
well Community Schools 
will need to be reappointed 
by the school board, but 
Hamilton’s replacement 
will be appointed by the 
town later this month.

jonathan@news-banner.com

work, but where it landed is a really, 
really, really good place for kids,” 
said board member B.J. Watts. “This 
was really good work … you invoke 
change here.”

A ‘totally updated’ 
high school experience

The overhaul has been pitched by 
state officials as a way to boost Indi-
ana’s dismal college-going numbers, 
but more critically, to also ensure 
that all Hoosier students — college-
bound or not — graduate from high 
school with high-value, work-ready 
skills.

“Fewer Indiana students are enroll-
ing in higher education, and few are 
graduating,” Jenner said, adding that 
many Hoosier high schoolers overall 
“are graduating without the skills need-
ed to secure some rewarding career 
opportunities.”

In the first draft of the diploma 
redesign — released earlier this year 
— high school students in public and 
private schools across Indiana would 
have earned a “GPS Diploma” or 
“GPS Diploma Plus.” That plan was 
scrapped, however, following waves 
of criticism from Hoosier teachers, par-
ents and students. 

The second diploma structure, 
unveiled during a State Board of Edu-
cation meeting in August, included 
a baseline diploma, with minimum 
requirements for all students.

The baseline differs slightly from 
the current Core 40 diploma, requir-
ing 42 credits instead of 40. Students 
would then have flexibility to choose 
classes above that to earn “readiness 
seals” for enrollment, employment or 
enlistment that correspond with their 
future path of continued higher educa-
tion, workforce or military service. 

Depending on the type of schedule a 
student is on — traditional seven peri-
ods or blocks — they can earn between 
56 and 64 credits.

The final diploma plan also includ-
ed several other tweaks.

The “honors enrollment seal,” for 
example, now permits students to 

meet college credit requirements with 
a blend of Advanced Placement, Inter-
national Baccalaureate, and Cambridge 
courses — rather than having to pick 
just one of those options.

Additionally, students will no lon-
ger be required to pass an AP exam in 
order to meet the high school diploma 
requirements. Jenner said that change 
was necessary because the College 
Board, which administers the exams, 
is not able to provide test scores until 
mid-summer, sometimes months after 
a student graduates.

Other changes made in recent 
months to the enrollment and employ-
ment seals reduced the required work-
based learning hours — from 100-hour 
increments to 75 hours — to bet-
ter adhere to Indiana’s existing CTE 
framework, Jenner said.

The final diploma model does not 
explicitly require students to take for-
eign language or fine arts classes, 
despite pushback from some Hoosier 
students and teachers who said such 
courses should be mandated for gradu-
ation.

Jenner emphasized that course-
work in those areas — while beneficial 
and encouraged — were not required 
before. Still, she said the new diploma 
options will provide students more 
flexibility to fit those classes in their 
schedules, and chances to participate 
in work-based learning aligned to their 
career interests.

“I strongly encourage you to consid-
er locally-created pathways for those 
students who are interested in the arts,” 
Jenner advised local officials. “That 
has proven successful in other schools. 
We’d love to see more opportunities 
there.”

The education secretary further 
assured that resources, like an interac-
tive advising tool, are on the way for 
school counselors who will largely be 
tasked with implementing the diploma 
changes and guiding students’ choices. 
Jenner said the state education depart-
ment expects to work with Indiana 
lawmakers in the 2025 session to ear-
mark additional funding for the overall 

redesign rollout.
More preparation 

for military pathways
New diploma options are also 

intended to open doors for more Hoo-
sier students to serve in the military 
post-graduation.

“We have students who dream of 
serving our country who are finding 
out they’re disqualified when it’s too 
late,” Jenner said.

“Enlistment and service” seal 
options prepare and put students on 
track to enlist after high school, qualify 
for ROTC in college, or attend a ser-
vice academy.

State officials pointed to national 
data, which showed that 2022 was the 
worst recruiting year in the history of 
the military’s all-volunteer force. 

Enlistments from Indiana declined 
by 41% from 2018 to 2022, Jenner 
noted. Indiana National Guard enlist-
ments over the same period declined 
38%.

“Our goal is not to push students to 
one path or another, to funnel them all 
to one place,” Jenner said. “Our goal 
is to do the best we can, to set our stu-
dents up for success — success based 
on their unique goals and aspirations. 
And if they want to serve our country, 
let’s figure out how to make sure they 
know that recipe much earlier.”

Gen. R. Dale Lyles, head of the 
Indiana National Guard, was among 
the high school redesign’s supporters. 
Lyles, along with other National Guard 
officials, helped craft the new service-
focused seals.

“This will open the aperture and 
provide opportunities for young men 
and women to serve their country post-
graduation, without getting the news 
after graduation that they’re not eligi-
ble to serve without doing some year-
long thing to get them ready,” Lyles 
said during Wednesday’s meeting. “I 
think this will open the aperture, and 
it’ll provide an opportunity for those to 
serve that want to serve, because I hear 
a lot from people around around the 
state … ‘I wish I’d have had the oppor-
tunity.’”

can) or newcomer, every 
Hoosier child deserves a 
quality education, and that 
starts with well-funded 
schools.”

Top priorities focus 
on funding increases
A two-page agenda 

released by ISTA officials 
breaks the union’s priorities 
down into five categories.

A section on funding 
emphasizes increased fund-
ing to “efficiently support” 
Indiana’s public schools. 
That includes greater fund-
ing for early childhood edu-
cation, as well as additional 
dollars to ensure that schools 
can adequately afford stu-
dents’ textbook costs.

In 2023, the General 
Assembly mandated K-12 
schools to cover the cost 
of textbooks and a range of 
other curricular materials, 
but district officials have 
since expressed concerns 
that the state dollars they’ve 
received do not completely 
cover related fees.

“What we’re asking 
(lawmakers) to do is to not 
just cover the textbook por-
tion of it, but the fee por-
tion of it, because we don’t 
believe that parents should 
be responsible for that, espe-
cially if they’re out working 
two, three and four jobs,” 
Smith-Margraf said.

The union is also advo-
cating for Indiana’s com-
pulsory school attendance 
age to drop to six, meaning 
kindergarten would become 
a requirement for Hoosier 
kids. Currently, Indiana 
students are not required 
to attend school until age 
seven, when first grade 
begins.

“Every child deserves a 
solid start,” Smith-Margraf 
said in reference to man-
dated kindergarten. “This 
funding will help make that 
possible.”

Another bundle of ISTA 
requests center around “fair 
compensation and benefits 
for educators.” The union 
wants to see teacher sala-
ries aligned with “inflation-
adjusted” benchmarks — 

which Smith-Margraf said 
would close the 22.8% pay 
gap with other professions. 
ISTA is also asking for all 
public school employees to 
receive 12 weeks of parental 
leave.

The latest data showed 
the average teacher sal-
ary in Indiana during the last 
school year was recorded at 
$60,557 — up from $58,531 
the year prior.

ISTA is not recommend-
ing a specific minimum 
salary, however. Baseline 
educator pay in the state cur-
rently sits at $40,000.

“We’re looking at how 
inflation has affected all of 
our different locals across 
the state, and we are looking 
for an increase in funding 
that will help make sure that 
we are paid competitively,” 
Smith-Margraf said. “We 
also know when we look at 
our surrounding states that 
we are not keeping up with 
salary increases with them, 
and we continue to lose 
folks across the border to 
Michigan, to Ohio, to Illi-
nois and to Kentucky. And 
so we know we have work 
to do in looking at those 
metrics to make sure that 
our pay is competitive.”

“We have a critical edu-
cator shortage,” she con-
tinued. “We just have so 
many good people who are 
either retiring early or who 
are leaving the profession 
because they’re burnt out 
from many different things 
… we can all see from the 
numbers that there are too 
many of them leaving, and 
there are too many openings 
statewide. And that’s affect-
ing those things that the 
legislature has talked about 
being really important: mak-
ing sure that every kid can 
read by third grade, making 
sure that we have numeracy 
skills in fifth grade, mak-
ing sure that we have folks 
around who are qualified to 
implement these new high 
school diplomas.”

‘Hopeful’ about new 
administration

Reduced training require-
ments via the creation of 

a five-year cycle for state-
mandated professional 
development is among the 
union’s other priorities, too. 
That would “reduce redun-
dancy and improve effi-
ciency,” and affect trainings 
around suicide awareness 
and child abuse prevention, 
according to ISTA officials.

Smith-Margraf also noted 
teachers’ request to exclude 
veteran teachers from the 
state’s new — and contro-
versial — literacy licen-
sure requirement, allowing 
for the completion of an 
80-hour science of reading 
course, instead.

After the requirement 
was approved by the Gener-
al Assembly earlier this year, 
ISTA and its members criti-
cized the “unfair” and “over-
whelming” 80-hour train-
ing. Many pleaded for more 
options to be made available 
for teachers to complete 
the professional develop-
ment course — or that it be 
removed as a requirement 
altogether.

The s tate’s  educa-
tion department has since 
adjusted and added training 
options. Some educators 
have already been exempted 
from the licensure require-
ments, as long as they aren’t 
teaching literacy to students 
past fifth grade.

Additionally included 
among ISTA’s priorities is:

The addition of 500 
school counselors state-
wide to lower Indiana’s 
counselor-to-student ratio 
from 694:1 to 500:1, and to 
reduce non-counselor duties.

Establ ishing “clear 
reporting mechanisms” for 
violence against school staff, 
as well as penalties for non-
compliant districts, especial-

ly in light of a recent state 
report in which thousands of 
Hoosier teachers and other 
school workers said they 
were hurt by students on the 
job during the last academic 
year.

Promotion of restorative 
justice programs over sus-
pensions for non-violent 
offenses among students.

Giving teachers manda-
tory collective bargaining 
rights in “decisions impact-
ing their safety and working 
conditions.”

Increasing funding for 
diversity scholarships and 
programs to recruit and 
retain minority educators.

Allowing the bargaining 
of schools’ reserve funds 
that exceed 25% of a dis-
trict’s budget.

Smith-Margraf  said 
many of the union’s priori-
ties are aligned with those 
in Gov.-elect Mike Braun’s 
agenda. She noted that ISTA 
is actively meeting with the 
new Republican governor’s 
administration and other 
state officials ahead of the 
legislative session.

“Gov.-elect Braun and 
various members of leader-
ship from both parties have 
talked about all of these 
things as being priorities, 
and so they’re priorities for 
them, and they’re priorities 
for us,” Smith-Margraf said. 
“We’re looking forward to 
working together with them 
as we go through the legis-
lative session to figure out 
how we’re going to fund 
these and implement these 
different priorities. But 
since these are priorities for 
all of us and for our state, 
we believe that’s how it 
stays top of mind for every-
one.”

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Education officials

Teacher pay, school funding
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Albertsons sues Kroger 
for failing to win approval 
of proposed merger

By DEE-ANN DURBIN,  AP Business Writer
Kroger and Albertsons’ plan for the largest U.S. super-

market merger in history crumbled Wednesday, with Albert-
sons pulling out of the $24.6 billion deal and the two com-
panies accusing each other of not doing enough to push their 
proposed alliance through.

Albertsons said it had filed a lawsuit against Kroger, 
seeking a $600 million termination fee as well as billions 
of dollars in legal fees and lost shareholder value. Kroger 
said the claims were “baseless” and that Albertsons was not 
entitled to the fee.

“After reviewing options, the company determined it is 
no longer in its best interests to pursue the merger,” Kroger 
said in a statement Wednesday.

The bitter breakup came the day after two judges halted 
the proposed merger in separate court cases. U.S. District 
Court Judge Adrienne Nelson in Oregon issued a prelimi-
nary injunction Tuesday blocking the merger until an in-
house judge at the Federal Trade Commission could con-
sider the matter.

An hour later, Superior Court Judge Marshall Ferguson 
in Seattle issued a permanent injunction barring the merger. 
Ferguson ruled that combining Albertsons and Kroger would 
lessen competition and violate consumer-protection laws.

The companies could have appealed the rulings or pro-
ceeded to the in-house FTC hearings. Albertsons’ decision 
to pull out of deal instead surprised some industry experts.

“I’m in a state of professional and commercial shock that 
they would take this scorched earth approach,” said Burt 
Flickinger, a longtime analyst and owner of retail consulting 
firm Strategic Resource Group. “The logical thing would 
have been for Albertsons to let the decision sink in for a day 
and then meet and see what could be done. But the lawsuit 
seems to make that a moot issue.”

Albertsons is unlikely to find another merger partner 
because it has significant debt and underperforming stores 
in most of its markets., Flickinger said. Consumers will feel 
the most immediate impact of the deal’s demise, he said, 
since Albertsons charges 12% to 14% more than Kroger and 
other grocery rivals.

“They had so much debt they had to pay it off it’s reflect-
ed in their pricing and promotional structure,” Flickinger 
said.



SOUTH BEND, Ind. 
(AP) — An investigation 
into a northern Indiana 
house fire that killed six 
siblings in January failed to 
determine what caused the 
deadly blaze, although elec-
trical items were identified 
as “potential ignition sourc-
es,” the state fire marshal 
said Wednesday.

The probe of the South 
Bend fire ended with the 
“cause undetermined,” said 
State Fire Marshal Steve 
Jones, calling that a com-
mon determination in fires 
“when a definitive cause 
cannot be established 
despite exhaustive efforts.”

He said at a news con-
ference that investigators 
found “no evidence of 
criminal activity or arson” 
but the fire’s precise cause 
could not be determined 

even though they left “no 
stone unturned in the quest 
for answers.”

“In short, this cause 
determination reflects the 
fact that the evidence does 
not point definitively in 
one direction or another 
as to what exactly ignited 
the fire,” Jones said, add-
ing that there was “simply 
not enough scientific data 
to identify a single ignition 
source.”

He said electrical items 
in the home were identified 
as “potential ignition sourc-
es” but investigators could 
not prove definitively that 
any of those started the fire.

Jones said the investiga-
tion involving his office, 
the South Bend Fire Depart-
ment and the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives found that 

the fire began shortly after 
6 p.m. on Jan. 21 in the 
home’s first-floor family 
room/dining room when the 
six children and their father 
were upstairs on the second 
floor.

Although smoke detec-
tors were found in the 
home, he said it could not be 
determined if any of those 
alarms sounded during the 
fire. Jones said no witnesses 
heard a smoke alarm sound-
ing and neither did the chil-
dren’s father, who was the 
fire’s sole survivor.

The Smith siblings — 
11-year-old Angel, 10-year-

old Demetris, 9-year-old 
Davida, 5-year-old Deon-
tay, 4-year-old D’Angelo 
and 17-month-old Faith — 
died after a fire engulfed 
the home in the city of over 
100,000 just south of the 
Michigan state line, with 
Angel succumbing in a hos-
pital days after the blaze.

Their father escaped by 
jumping out of a second-
floor window before he tried 
to enter the home’s first floor 
to save his children, Jones 
said. The injured father told 
firefighters he was forced 
back by heavy smoke and 
wind-driven flames.
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Police NotebookSue Manning, 78
Sue A. Manning, 78, of Fort 

Wayne, passed away on Friday 
morning, Dec. 6, 2024, at Ashton 
Creek Health Care in Fort Wayne.

Sue was born on Aug. 30, 1946, 
in Bluffton to Robert and Roma 
“Frankie” (Frankland) McFarren. 
She graduated from Bluffton High 
School in 1964 and furthered 
her education to graduate from 
Lutheran Hospital School of Nurs-
ing in 1967. She worked as a 
Registered Nurse in Fort Wayne 
before retiring from Parkview Hospital as a Practice 
Manager in 2013.

Sue is survived by her children, George (Jennifer) 
Manning and Meredith (Elbert) Starks, all of Fort Wayne; 
her grandchildren, Gabriel Starks and Nathan Starks; 
and her siblings, Diana “Danny” (Joe) Hibner of India-
napolis and Gary (Rhonda) McFarren of Keystone.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Robert and 
Frankie McFarren.

A memorial service will take place at 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lem-
ler Funeral Home in Bluffton with Sue’s brother, Gary 
McFarren, officiating.

Memorials may be made in Sue’s memory to The Lit-
eracy Alliance and may be directed through the funeral 
home.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton. Friends may share online condolences with 
the family at www.thomarich.com.

OBITUARIES
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INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 2:47 p.m., 

Wayne Street and Tiger 
Trail. Rear-end collision, 
report to follow.

Tuesday, 6:02 p.m., Pak-
A-Sak North. Man wear-
ing Santa hat threatening 
employee. Warned for tress-
passing. 

Tuesday, 6:25 p.m., 
N e w s - B a n n e r .  M a n 
attempted entry on front 
and back doors. Suspect 
from prior incident, arrest-
ed.

Tuesday, 7:41 p.m., Main 
Street and Dustman Road. 
Rear-end collision, report to 
follow. 

Tuesday, 8:57 p.m., 
Walmart .  Two drivers 
arguing over a parking 
spot, refused to park in any 
of the many nearby spots. 
After mediating, subjects 
agreed the matter was triv-
ial and parking in different 
spots.

Tuesday, 10:21 p.m., 700 
block of West Wiley Avenue. 
Report of people knocking 
on windows and honking 

outside residence, ongoing 
harassment issue.

Wednesday, 11:02 a.m., 
Resource Maintenance. 
Crash, report to follow.

County:
Tuesday, 2:49 p.m., 7800 

N S.R. 1, Ossian. Report of a 
stolen license plate. 

Tuesday, 3:38 p.m., 2100 
E 500 N, Ossian. Pony 
loose. 

Tuesday, 4:36 p.m., 3700 
E 1200 N, Ossian. Report of 
a dog bite.

ACCIDENTS
County:

Wednesday, 5:28 a.m., 
S.R. 116 at C.R. 200 N, 
Bluffton. Troy Bulick, 
54, Markle, was driving a 
2014 Chevrolet Silverado 
southbound on S.R. 116 
and struck a deer. Damage 
exceeded $2,500. 

ARRESTS
Trenton Lee Puterbaugh, 

29, Ossian; breaking and 
entering, a Level 6 felony, 
criminal trespassing, a Class 
A misdemeanor, and pub-
lic intoxication by drugs, a 
Class B misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $12,500.

Chamber celebrates the grand 
opening of Parkview Health in Bluffton

The Wells County Chamber of 
Commerce and its Ambassadors gath-
ered recently to celebrate the grand 
opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for Parkview Health’s newest clin-
ic, located at 1980 N Main Street in 
Bluffton. This state-of-the-art facil-
ity marks a significant step forward in 
Parkview’s mission to provide high-
quality, patient-centered care in rural 
and underserved areas.

“This clinic represents our commit-
ment to the health and well-being of 
the communities we serve,” said Keith 
Cruise, Senior Vice President for Prima-
ry Care at Parkview Health. “By com-
bining family medicine and OB/GYN 
services under one roof, we’re ensuring 
that residents of Bluffton and nearby 
areas have convenient access to compre-
hensive, expert care close to home.”

The celebration drew community 
leaders, residents, and members of 
the Parkview team. During the event, 
Tracy McClellan, the clinic’s practice 
manager, introduced the healthcare 
team that will lead operations at the 
facility. Among them is Tammy Troutt, 

a Bluffton native and experienced phy-
sician assistant, who will lead the fami-
ly medicine services with support from 
a team of skilled medical assistants.

For Troutt, returning to her home-
town to provide care has been deeply 
meaningful. “I’m thrilled to bring my 
experience back to Bluffton, where 
I grew up and still have family,” she 
said. “Building relationships with 
patients here and helping them make 
informed decisions about their health 
is incredibly rewarding.”

Troutt’s journey into healthcare 
began in high school, inspired by a 
shadowing opportunity with local Phy-
sician Assistant Juanita Bryan. After 
earning her degree at Butler Univer-
sity, Tammy practiced medicine in Fort 
Wayne and Markle before returning 
to Bluffton. Initially, she worked at 
Parkview’s temporary location at 1169 
N Main Street, which was established 
while waiting for the new facility to 
open.

The new clinic also features OB/
GYN services led by certified nurse 
midwife Alisa Felke, who brings more 

than a decade of experience to the 
team. “I’m committed to supporting 
women throughout every stage of life,” 
Felke said. “This new clinic allows us 
to deliver personalized and compas-
sionate care to our patients in a wel-
coming, community-focused environ-
ment.”

Parkview Health’s leadership is 
proud of the organization’s broader 
efforts to enhance healthcare in rural 
communities. “Our recent recogni-
tions for innovation and excellence 
in rural healthcare reflect the dedica-
tion of our entire team,” Keith Cruise 
added. “This new Bluffton facility is 
another example of how we are mak-
ing a meaningful impact in the areas 
we serve.”

The clinic is already open to 
patients, with family medicine appoint-
ments available Monday through Fri-
day and OB/GYN services offered on 
Tuesdays. Same day appointments are 
also available. For scheduling or ques-
tions, residents can call 260-353-1954 
(Family Medicine) or 260-355-3960 
(OB/GYN).

Pictured cutting the rib-
bon are Alisa Felke and 
Tammy Troutt, surrounded 
by Parkview staff, Chamber 
members and Chamber 
ambassadors. (Photo submit-
ted)

U.S. inflation
what the Fed would like to see,” said Jason Pride, chief 
investment strategist at Glenmede, a wealth management 
firm.

Though sharp increases for such items as groceries and 
hotel rooms increased overall inflation last month, those cat-
egories are often volatile. Pride noted that the cost of ser-
vices, such as rents, car insurance, and airline fares, cooled 
in November.

Last week, Fed Chair Jerome Powell suggested that with 
the economy generally healthy, the Fed could reduce its key 
rate slowly.

“We’re not quite there on inflation, but we’re making 
progress,” Powell said. “We can afford to be a little more 
cautious.”

With the job market cooling, growth in Americans’ pay-
checks has slowed from a nearly 6% annual pace in 2022 to 
about 4% now, a rate nearly consistent with inflation at the 
Fed’s 2% target. Powell has said he doesn’t think the current 
job market is a driver of higher prices.

Randy Carr, CEO of World Emblem, a maker of patch-
es, labels and badges for companies, universities and law 
enforcement agencies, said he is providing smaller wage 
increases, in the 3% to 5% range, than his company did dur-
ing the height of inflation.

Carr’s customers, which include the company that makes 
UPS uniforms, generally won’t accept price hikes much 
more than 2% a year. So World Emblem aims to offset the 
cost of its higher wages through greater efficiencies in man-
ufacturing.

In September, the Fed slashed its benchmark rate, which 
affects many consumer and business loans, by a sizable half-
point. It followed that move with a quarter-point rate cut in 
November. Those cuts lowered the central bank’s key rate to 
4.6%, down from a four-decade high of 5.3%.

Though inflation is now way below its peak of 9.1% in 
June 2022, average prices are still about 20% higher than 
they were three years ago — a major source of public dis-
content that helped drive President-elect Donald Trump’s 
victory over Vice President Kamala Harris in November.

Grocery prices jumped last month, an uncomfortable 
reminder for consumers that food prices remain a big drag 
on households’ budgets. Beef prices leapt 3.1% just from 
October to November and are up 5% from a year earlier.

Egg prices, which have been volatile for more than two 
years, in part because of outbreaks of bird flu, soared 8.2% 
just last month. They are nearly 38% higher than a year ago.

Gas prices ticked up 0.6% from October to November, 
ending a string of declines. Still, gas is down more than 8% 
from a year earlier. Hotel prices leapt 3.2% from October to 
November and are 3.7% higher than a year ago.

Used-car prices jumped 2% from October to November; 
new cars rose 0.6%. Those increases might have been fueled 
by a surge in demand after Hurricane Helene’s destruction 
of existing cars in places like North Carolina.

But one key category that has been pushing prices up 
showed welcome signs of cooling in November: Rental 
prices ticked up just 0.2%, the smallest increase since July 
2021. A measure of housing costs also rose by just 0.2%, the 
mildest rise since April 2021.

Fed officials have made clear that they expect inflation 
to fluctuate along a bumpy path even as it gradually cools 
toward their target level. In speeches last week, several of 
the central bank’s policymakers stressed their belief that 
with inflation having already fallen so far, it was no longer 
necessary to keep their benchmark rate quite as high.

Typically, the Fed cuts rates to try to stimulate the econo-
my enough to maximize employment yet not so much as to 
drive inflation high. But the U.S. economy appears to be in 
solid shape. It grew at a brisk 2.8% annual pace in the July-
September quarter, bolstered by healthy consumer spending. 
That has led some Wall Street analysts to suggest that the 
Fed doesn’t actually need to cut its key rate further.

But Powell has said that the central bank is seeking to 
“recalibrate” its rate to a lower setting, one more in line with 
tamer inflation.

(Continued from Page 1)

Investigation into Indiana house fire that killed 
6 siblings fails to determine what caused blaze
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Cloudless Sulphur, Angelkeep’s pre-Christmas gift
Angelkeep could be 

considered Christmas-
blessed every day of the 
year. Santa can take no 
credit for creating and 
gifting the daily abun-
dance of nature that excites the senses 
throughout the entire year. Only the 
Creator could continue to bring on 
the unexpected.

Such again became the case when 
a late season butterfly emerged on the 
flowers potted at the far end of the 
patio. The arrival, so perfectly timed, 
involved a human sitting on a patio 
rocker at the very time the airborne 
visitor appeared.

Certain factors added to the 
excitement of the fall encounter. 
The summer had been nearly void 
of butterfly happenstances. No large 
butterfly had been digitally captured. 
This rarity certainly wasn’t the norm 
for Angelkeep. Large swallowtails of 
at least three varieties and colors had 
been spotted. Short chases resulted 
in zero pics. Posed landings never 
occurred. At least none witnessed by 
a human.

To zoom in on a swallowtail with 
a camera to the point of seeing indi-
vidual scales of the colorful designs is 
unique. It’s exciting. It’s magnificent. 
In 2024 it simply didn’t happen.

Cloudless Sulphur arrived. It was 
considered a medium size butterfly, 
but on the larger end of the middle 
gamut. It circled like an aircraft 
awaiting permission to land at the 
airport. It chose the whiskey barrel 
planter filled with red impatiens as its 
destination. It appeared to enjoy the 
fast food found freely in the depths of 
the blooms’ throats.

It was recognized only as a yellow 
butterfly, the largest landed this year 

at Angelkeep. The 
yellow appeared 
bold. Once it had 
been researched, 
a name emerged. 
Lust for red 
blooms had also 
been learned 
among the 
descriptions. Its extraordinarily long 
proboscis, or tongue, had been noted 
by those describing this unusual but-
terfly.

So many unique features on one 
single butterfly truly made it the 
winged gift of the year. It seemed 
appropriate to save it as an Angel-
keep Journals’ feature for the holiday 
gift-giving season. Thus Angelkeep 
presents its newest yellow fluttering 
friend ten days prior to winter, and 
with only a dozen more shopping 
days remaining.

In size it averaged about the wing-
span of a human adult finger, 2-3”. 
The color mimicked a ripe banana. 
Females differ from males due to a 
small darker marking near the center 
of each forward wing. Angelkeep had 
been visited by one such female.

Angelkeep’s butterfly flew off 
once the camera focused on the 
bloom of which the yellow visi-
tor chose to obtain a healthy slurp. 
One could not miss the exotically 
long tongue uncurling deep into the 
bloom’s throat. The butterfly drank 
quickly and fluttered off. It circled an 
area of about thirty feet. It returned 
to another blossom. Another set of 
photos were obtained. The circling 

and return continued for a number 
of visits, like a continuous line at a 
drive-thru window.

The scientific name, Phoebis 
sennae, referred to Phoebe the sis-
ter of Apollo, a god of Greek and 
Roman mythology. It again seemed 
Christmastime appropriate when the 
internet provided a photo of this but-
terfly’s egg which looked very much 
like a yellow-orange LED Christmas 
bulb on a strand of tree lights. The 
pupa stage continued the Christmas 
theme. Pupas come in varieties of 
green or a rosy pink which looks an 
adequate shade of subdued Christmas 
red.

Don’t forget, this butterfly has a 
significant inclination to dine only on 
bright red flowers. Ho, ho, ho. They 
crave red so much some have been 
seen flying directly into red automo-
bile taillight lenses. Oh, oh, oh.

That doesn’t seem terribly smart, 
but this butterfly is intelligent enough 
to select yellow blooming plants 
when desiring to simply stop for a 
rest. They seem to understand cam-
ouflage.

The late sighting of Cloudless Sul-
phur truly had been a gift. Although 
they can appear near Canada, after 
the breeding season they migrate to 
the low southern part of the country. 
Angelkeep’s visitor may have been 
grabbing a drink from the red Angel-
keep flowers during a quick stop 
while in route to Gainesville, Florida. 
Or even Mexico.

Sightings in northern United States 
diminish. Cloudless Sulphur’s visit 
truly may have been an Angelkeep 
butterfly gift of a lifetime.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

It’s been 15 years since the state 
of Indiana violated the sixth com-
mandment, “you shall not kill,” from 
Exodus 20:13. The translation of the 
original text to “you shall not murder” 
in the last century by many churches 
is not without controversy. Professor 
Wilma Ann Bailey of the Christian 
Theological Seminary devoted an 
entire book to the debate in 2005.

Either way, Indiana is scheduled 
to kill Joseph Corcoran on December 
18th.  His sentence for 
murdering four men in 
1997 was upheld last 
week by the Indiana 
Supreme Court. 

It’s a sad truth in a 
modern society that 60% 
of Americans support this barbaric practice, according 
to Pew Research. Their research shows minor ebbs and 
flows of support and opposition over time, which indi-
cates to me that some dramatic change in the national 
perspective on the matter is unlikely anytime soon. 

Twenty-two states use the death penalty as a legal 
criminal sentence, according to the Death Penalty 
Information Center. Take a look at that map of states. 
Now, take a look at the state map from The Guttmacher 
Institute showing the new restrictive laws on abor-
tion access. It’s not a perfect match, but it’s close. Life 
is so precious in these states that an embryo is worth 
statutorily protecting, to the detriment of a woman. In 
primarily the same places, an adult can be destroyed, 

specifically by the state’s gov-
ernment, because the people of 
that state are mad at them. 

Yes, the reasons states and 
the federal government sen-
tence people to death is almost 
always officially for murder, 

but not every murder, only the really bad ones. I often 
wonder why this killing qualifies and that one doesn’t, 
even though deep down I know the answer. Some hor-
rific killing happened in a state and the people respond-
ed angrily by adding that type of act to the list of acts 
worthy of a death sentence. The anger is the key. 

I went to social media over the weekend to ask 
what people thought about the practice, and the sec-
ond response nailed the sentiment I expected. I briefly 
explained Corcoran’s crime and the debate about his 
mental fitness, and the responder wrote: “I do have feel-
ings about the mental health disorders, but I may feel 
differently if it were my family he killed.” 

She’s telling me that “justice,” in her view, changes 
based on her feelings. I imagine that sentiment is com-
mon. I also cannot state how deeply I disagree with that 
being a consideration at all, again, in a modern society. 

The Indiana Capital Chronicle reported last week 
that Indiana State Rep. Bob Morris sent a letter to Gov. 
Eric Holcomb requesting that he block the execution. 
He wrote, “The recent Supreme Court decision to return 
the matter of abortion to each state and Indiana’s Special 
Session thereafter resulted in tremendous upheaval in 
my heart regarding the value of every human life…” 
This is heartening, not because of his conclusion, but 
because of his process. 

What is disheartening, however, is the apparent per-
mission structure that is growing to approve of other 
killings. 

UnitedHealthcare CEO, Brian Thompson, was 
gunned down outside a hotel in New York on 
Wednesday. It was an assassination that continues to be 
a mystery in two ways. First, the killer was at large for 
days even though the shooting was caught on camera, 
along with other video documentation of his movements 
that day. Second, the motive is unknown.  

Any murder is disturbing, but the reaction to this one 
is morbidly shameful. 

For example, Saturday Night Live’s Colin Jost 
addressed on Weekend Update over the weekend: “The 
manhunt continues for the assassin who gunned down 
the CEO of UnitedHealthcare on Wednesday, and it 
really says something about America that a guy was 
murdered in cold blood and the two main reactions 
were, ‘Yeah, well healthcare stinks!’ And also, ‘Girl, 
that shooter hot.’”

Yes, health care stinks for a long list of reasons. Also 
yes, UnitedHealthcare is the health insurer that is most 
expert at denying claims and refusing care options. But 
does that justify the celebration of Thompson’s killing? 
Not to me it doesn’t.

Americans are mad at him though. Most Americans 
didn’t know who he was before last week, but it didn’t 
take long for that to evolve into a “he had it comin’” 
sort of response by many. 

I wish we could get off this merry-go-round. The 
value of the government executing people has always 
been negligible. Once we remove the function of it serv-
ing as revenge, the value drops to lower than zero, given 
the expense of the act. 

Justice requires objectivity, or as the adage goes, 
blindness. The “eye for an eye” type we’re living with 
now is a relic of the past.

Michael Leppert is an author, educator and a 
communication consultant in Indianapolis. He writes about 

government, politics and culture at MichaelLeppert.com.

Indiana (that’s us) is again 
preparing to kill a man

Michael 
Leppert

Hoosier
Opinions

It’s a sad truth in a 
modern society that 
60% of Americans 

support this 
barbaric practice.

Donald Trump won over millions of new working-
class voters with his promises to eliminate taxes on 
tips, overtime pay and Social Security income, and to 
create a new tax credit for family caregivers. He does 
not have to wait months to pass a major tax overhaul 
to deliver on those promises. He can do so immedi-
ately on taking office. Here’s how:

With Republicans in control of the Senate, the 
House and the White House, they can make good on 
these vows with simple majority votes in both cham-
bers using the budget reconciliation process. Every 
year, the House and Senate are supposed to adopt a 
budget resolution to establish an overall budget. Both 
houses then pass a budget reconciliation bill that 
makes changes to tax and spending policy — and 
is voted on in the Senate using expedited rules that 
prevent the minority from delaying or filibustering 
it. This is how Trump passed his 2017 tax reform 
with only Republican votes, and how President Joe 
Biden passed his American Rescue Plan and Inflation 
Reduction acts with only Democratic votes.

But next year, Trump will have an extraordinary 
opportunity to pass not one, but two budget reconcili-
ation bills. That’s because the Republican House and 
Democratic Senate could not agree on a 2025 budget 
resolution. This means that when the new Republican 
Congress is seated in January, it can enact two budget 
resolutions during Trump’s first year in office — one 
for fiscal 2025 and a second for fiscal 2026. That will 
allow Congress to pass, and Trump to sign, two bud-
get reconciliation bills related to tax policy with only 
Republican votes next year.

Because Trump gets two bites at the apple in 2025, 
he does not have to wait until a major tax overhaul is 
ready to deliver on his promised tax cuts. He can pass 
them immediately using the first budget reconciliation 
bill, and then use the second bill to enact more com-
plicated tax reform, which will take many months to 
prepare and negotiate, later in the year.

How would this work? When the new Congress 
is seated on Jan. 4, it can immediately enact a 2025 
budget resolution, even before Trump is inaugurated. 
Then, as soon as Trump takes the oath of office, Con-
gress can send him a budget reconciliation bill that 
eliminates taxes on tips, overtime and Social Security 
income and creates his promised caregiver tax credit.

Those tax cuts could be paid for by repealing the 
climate spending in Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act, 
eliminating the $80 billion Biden gave the Internal 
Revenue Service, and enacting JD Vance’s College 
Endowment Accountability Act, which would raise 
the excise tax on college and university endowment 

investment income from 1.4 percent to 35 
percent. There would be poetic justice in 
cutting taxes for working-class Americans 
and making elite universities such as Har-
vard, Columbia and MIT pay for it.

Trump could also use that first reconcili-
ation bill to fund his border wall and add 
thousands of U.S. Border Patrol officers 
and Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agents to carry out another major 
campaign promise — the mass deportation 
of illegal migrants.

If Republican leaders in Congress and 
Trump’s transition team start working now, 
the president could sign such a bill into law in a mat-
ter of weeks. Imagine the momentum it would give 
his new presidency if he could immediately deliver on 
his promises to so many new voters who cast ballots 
for him. Rarely in American history have voters got-
ten such near-instantaneous results for their votes.

Once that first reconciliation bill is enacted, Con-
gress can pass a second budget resolution for the 2026 
fiscal year and get to work on a major tax overhaul. 
Trump can use that bill to extend his 2017 Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act [irs.gov] for another 10 years and enact 
major tax reform, delivering on other campaign prom-
ises such as reducing the corporate tax rate.

And he doesn’t have to stop there. Because in 2026 
he will get a third bite at the apple. As of Jan. 1, 2026, 
Congress can pass a budget resolution for fiscal 2027. 
That will give Trump a third Republican-votes-only 
reconciliation bill, which could be used to implement 
all the spending cuts and government reforms recom-
mended by Trump’s new “Department of Government 
Efficiency.”

If Trump follows this strategy, he will have signed 
at least three major bills before voters go to the polls 
in the 2026 midterms — one fulfilling his promises to 
cut taxes for working Americans; a second delivering 
major tax reform to boost economic growth and com-
petitiveness; and a third streamlining government and 
eliminating wasteful spending.

That would be a trifecta of unprecedented achieve-
ments that voters would almost certainly reward.

Knowing that he can pass three different budget 
reconciliation bills in two years, it would be foolhardy 
of Trump to wait to act until a major tax overhaul bill 
is ready. Polls show that six in 10 Americans approve 
of his transition. The best way to maintain and build 
on that approval is to quickly pay back his new voters 
by delivering on his vows to make their lives better.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen on X, @marcthiessen.

Marc
Thiessen

Trump can deliver immediately for 
working-class voters. Here’s how.
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Balancing family tension 
and personal peace

Dear Annie: My son is in a relation-
ship with a young woman who had three 
children prior to meeting. They have 
had two additional children 11 months 
apart. “Jordan,” his girlfriend, grew up 
in foster care. She went through some 
rough stuff. When she became pregnant 
with my son’s first child, I vowed that I 
would treat her children like they were 
part of my family. My other children also 
agreed that that would be the only way to 
move forward. 

It wasn’t long, however, that Jordan 
said things to me like threatening to keep 
the kids from me. Additionally, both she 
and the kids are very motivated by mate-
rial items. They pretty much value visits 
based on what they’ll receive from it. 
Because Jordan grew up in foster care, 
I understand that she places value on 
“things” and receiving gifts, but I am 
single, trying to save for retirement and 
also trying to get by in a challenging 
economy. 

Because that relationship has become 
very strained and because Jordan exhib-
its a lot of negative behaviors, my other 
kids don’t want to be around her or her 
kids. I feel really uncomfortable with 
things that she has said to me. I don’t 
know how to get past it. This unfortu-
nately means that I don’t see a lot of 
my son or his children. I’m afraid to do 
anything special for them or buy them 
toys or books because their mom and the 
other kids would resent it. 

My son recently complained that he 
feels isolated from us. I told him that we 
love him very much, but that we don’t 
know how to navigate that relationship. 

I’ve been very troubled by the situa-
tion. I feel like I should have the grace to 
manage this situation. I feel selfish. On 
the other hand, at age 61 and after a late-
in-life divorce, I’m working harder than 
I ever have in my life. My job is very 
socially demanding, and I don’t have 
much social energy to expend outside of 
work. I am very, very protective of my 
personal time and don’t want to spend it 
with unpleasantness. I don’t want to be 

around rude adults 
or kids who are 
unruly and need 
gifts to feel vali-
dated. 

I should add 
that I recently 
moved to an apart-
ment in the urban 
core from a house in the suburbs. My 
apartment is not large, and five visiting 
children would make it feel very small. 
My complex is lovely and very secure, 
but it is very urban — and homelessness 
and crime are part of the deal. There is 
no place for children to play outdoors. I 
love it here. I love the diversity. I respect 
the hard things that are part of living in 
a city. I’ve wanted this most of my adult 
life, and I feel that I’ve finally earned 
this life and hold it precious.

How can I manage to make my son 
feel less isolated and balance my time 
and well-being? — Trying to Figure it 
All Out

Dear Trying: It sounds like Jordan’s 
childhood was tainted by trauma, which 
means some of her behaviors in adult-
hood may be strange or upsetting to you. 
Though it’s not your job to accommo-
date her insults, it might help to try to 
understand where she is coming from — 
and the best way to learn more is to ask. 

If you feel comfortable, reach out to 
her for lunch or coffee and try to learn 
a bit more about what her unusual and 
offensive comments might be motivated 
by. If that’s not possible, have a conver-
sation with your son about her, and make 
it clear that you are trying to understand 
her better rather than just complaining.

In terms of hosting them at your new 
apartment, there are plenty of alterna-
tives. Offer to come to them instead, or 
meet at a neutral place like a park or a 
restaurant. You have worked hard for a 
peaceful home, and you have every right 
to keep it that way.

Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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Christ works 
through His people

TV & Entertainment Weekly | December 7 - 13, 2024 14 | Thursday prime time

12/12 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Perry 
Stone 

Life Today 
with 

Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Today 
With God 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Georgie & 
M. (N) 

Ghosts (N) Matlock "No, No 
Monsters" (N) 

Elsbeth (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Chicago P.D. "The 
Thing About Heroes" 

Chicago P.D. "Promise" Chicago P.D. "Snitch" Chicago P.D. "Home" Chicago P.D. "Fallen" Chicago P.D. "Care 
Under Fire" 

Chicago P.D. "Politics" Chicago P.D. "Monster" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Xmas Lght The Laakso, McCarty-Williams, Hetherington, 
Kittell, Richards, Kraklow, Clark & Bell families. 

Press Your Luck ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer 

(:15) E! News-NBC's Hot 
10 (N) 

Law & Order: SVU
"Zone Rouge" 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline "True Lies" Dateline "Secrets and 
Lies" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "Young Moms 
Desperate for the Truth" 

TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 
News (N) 

Scrabble "Vowel Play"
(N) 

Trivial Pursuit "Bend 
and Snap" (N) 

Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Civilizations 
"Encounters" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Arts In 
Focus (N) 

Ragtime Original "Ragtime" cast members reunite 
to celebrate the Broadway musical. 

W Nelson Celebrating the 12-time Grammy Award 
winner's contributions to popular culture and music.

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
Civilizations 
"Encounters" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Now 
Entering 

Story of 
Jim Davis 

Broadchurch Nina "The Final Test" Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Hell's Kitchen To Be Announced FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
The Rookie "Threshold" The Rookie "Life and 

Death" 
The Rookie "Five 
Minutes" 

The Rookie "In the Line 
of Fire" 

The Rookie "Red Hot" (:05) The Rookie
"A.C.H." 

(:05) The Rookie "Poetic 
Justice" 

The Rookie "In the Line 
of Fire" 

FX 24 132 136 148 (3:30) <++ Eternals (‘21) Angelina Jolie. <+++ Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (‘21) Simu Liu. <++ Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E! 26 142 114 236 
The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Snoop Dogg's

"Countdown to 'I Do'" 
House of Villains Snoop Dogg's (N) E! News Snoop Dogg's House of 

Villains 

PARMT 30 241 241 
Yellowstone "The 
Unravelling: Pt. 1" 

Yellowstone "The 
Unravelling: Pt. 2" 

Yellowstone "A 
Thundering" 

Yellowstone "New 
Beginnings" 

Yellowstone "The Reek 
of Desperation" 

Yellowstone "Only 
Devils Left" 

Yellowstone "Touching 
Your Enemy" 

<++++ Goodfellas 
(‘90) Robert De Niro. 

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter Wm. Basketball Connecticut at Notre Dame From 

Purcell Pavilion in Notre Dame, Ind. (L) (N) 
College Football Awards (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 (3:30) Volley.. Around (N) ESPN BET Live SportsCenter (L) (N) ESPN Films ESPN Films UFC Unleashed

FDMW 33 418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory The Card 

Life 
Sports 
Stars 

Athletes Unlimited Pro Volleyball From Arizona 
Athletic Grounds in Mesa, Ariz. 

United Fight Alliance United Fight Alliance United Fight Alliance FIBA 
Basketball

Sports 
Stars 

USA 34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Uncle" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Infiltrated" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Loophole" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Haystack"

Law & Order: SVU
"Philadelphia" 

<++ London Has Fallen (2016, Action) Aaron 
Eckhart, Morgan Freeman, Gerard Butler. 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Impulsive" 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
(4:00) Homestead 
Rescue "By a Landslide" 

Homestead The Raneys arrive at a Washington state 
homestead & find the couple's cabin recently collapsed.

Homestead The Raneys struggle to revive an inherited 
Wyoming hill country homestead with a tragic legacy. 

Homestead The Raneys find inventive ways to 
protect a homestead and bring in new food sources.

Homestead Rescue 
"Black Hills Hope" 

TLC 36 73 183 280 Sister Wives Taken at Birth Taken "Forced Delivery" Taken at Birth "Mausoleum Break-in" Taken at Birth "Buried Truth" Taken at Birth

HIST 38 77 120 269 
Pawn Stars "The Big 
Dig" 

Pawn Stars Pawn Stars "Fender 
Vendor" 

Mount. Men "Running 
Down a Dream" 

Mountain Men "Bear Down" (N) (:35) Mountain Men "Bear Down" (:05) Mnt. Men "Running 
Down a Dream" 

A&E 39 134 118 265 The First 48 First 48 "Fateful Date" The First 48 Critical Minutes (N) Alaska PD (N) Interrogation Raw (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) Critical Minutes 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Three Wiser 
Men and a Boy 

< Holiday Touchdown: A Chiefs Love Story
(‘24) Tyler Hynes, Hunter King. 

< Crown for Christmas (2015, Romance) Rupert 
Penry-Jones, Ellie Botterill, Danica McKellar. 

< The Finnish Line (2024, Drama) Kim Matula,
Beau Mirchoff, Nichole Bloom. 

< My Norwegian 
Holiday Rhiannon Fish. 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
<+++ Last Night in Soho (2021, Thriller) Thomasin McKenzie,
Matt Smith, Anya Taylor-Joy. 

<++ Final Destination (2000, Horror) Ali Larter, 
Kerr Smith, Devon Sawa. 

<++ Final Destination 2 (2003, Horror) A.J. 
Cook, Michael Landes, Ali Larter. 

<++ Final Destination 3 (‘06) Ryan 
Merriman, Mary Elizabeth Winstead. 

TBS 43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang < The Boss (‘16) Kofi Adjorlolo. (P) Movie 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
<+++ Shazam! (2019, Action) Mark Strong, Asher Angel,
Zachary Levi. 

<++ Black Adam (2022, Action) Aldis Hodge, Pierce Brosnan,
The Rock. 

<++ Justice League (2017, Action) Henry Cavill, Gal Gadot,
Ben Affleck. 

<+++ 
Shazam! 

AMC 45 131 254 
(3:00) < 
Ghostbust... 

<+++ Trading Places (1983, Comedy) Eddie Murphy, Ralph 
Bellamy, Dan Aykroyd. 

<+++ National Lampoon's Christmas 
Vacation (‘89) Beverly D'Angelo, Chevy Chase. 

(:15) <+++ National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation (1989, 
Comedy) Beverly D'Angelo, Randy Quaid, Chevy Chase. 

<+ Vegas 
Vacation 

COM 47 107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show FamilyGuy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
Speak Joy Taylor, Keyshawn Johnson and Paul 
Pierce discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

Big Noon 
Kickoff 

College Basketball Iowa State at Iowa From 
Carver-Hawkeye Arena in Iowa City, Iowa. (L) (N) 

PBA Bowling Strike Derby PBA Bowling PBA LBC Clash Action from the PBA 
bowling tour. 

WGN 53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE 57 128 260 (4:00) TBA <+++ The Polar Express (‘04) Tom Hanks. <+++ Elf (‘03) James Caan, Will Ferrell. (P) <+++ Elf (‘03) James Caan, Will Ferrell. <+++ The Polar Express

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Harry Potter Harry Potter (N) Christmas Cookie (N) Christmas Cookie Christmas Cookie Harry Potter
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 Southern Charm Charm "Election Day" Southern Charm Charm "Raising Cane" Southern Charm (N) Southern Charm Below Deck Sold on S 
NICK 68 170 299 SpongeBob Fairly Odd SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City ZOMBIES ZOMBIES Primos Primos Kiff Kiff Jessie Jessie Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(3:55) <++ Home Alone 
2: Lost in New York 

<+++ The Santa Clause (1994, Children) Judge Reinhold,
Wendy Crewson, Tim Allen. 

(:35) <++ The Santa Clause 2 (2002, Children) Elizabeth 
Mitchell, David Krumholtz, Tim Allen. 

The 700 Club <+ The Santa Clause 
3: The Escape Clause 

HBO  301 300 501 
(:05) Dune: Prophecy (:10) <++ Trap (2024, Thriller) Ariel Donoghue,

Saleka Shyamalan, Josh Hartnett. 
<+++ Cedar Rapids (‘11) John C. 
Reilly, Anne Heche, Ed Helms. 

<++ Suicide Squad (2016, Action) Jared Leto,
Margot Robbie, Will Smith. 

(:35) Get 
Millie 

(:25) <++ Death Race 
(‘08) Jason Statham. 

MAX  325 310 515 
(4:35) <++ The Family (‘13) Tommy 
Lee Jones, Robert De Niro. 

<++ White Bird in a Blizzard (‘14)
Eva Green, Shailene Woodley. 

<++ Terminator Salvation (2009, Sci-Fi) Sam 
Worthington, Moon Bloodgood, Christian Bale. 

(:55) <++ Sleepless (‘17) Michelle 
Monaghan, Jamie Foxx. 

<+++ Everest (‘15) Josh Brolin, 
John Hawkes, Jason Clarke. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:30) <+++ 
Inglourious Basterds 

(:05) <++++ Saving Private Ryan (1998, War) Edward Burns, Tom 
Sizemore, Tom Hanks. 

The Agency "Hawk 
from a Handsaw" 

<+++ Born on the Fourth of July (1989, Docu-Drama)
Willem Dafoe, Kyra Sedgwick, Tom Cruise. (P) 

< Death 
Without ... 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:45) < Vindicta (‘23) 
Elena Kampouris. 

(:15) <++ Chloe (2009, Drama) Liam Neeson,
Amanda Seyfried, Julianne Moore. 

<++ Enough (2002, Thriller) Billy Campbell,
Juliette Lewis, Jennifer Lopez. 

<+++ Out of Sight (1998, Crime Story) Jennifer 
Lopez, Ving Rhames, George Clooney. 

(:05) < Dead Water (‘19) 
Judd Nelson. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: How can I 
have a desire to read the 
Bible? It’s hard for me to 
keep my mind on what I’m 
reading. Reading is not 
something I’m good at. 
Is this the only way to get 
God to walk with me? – 
R.B.

Answer: When a per-
son is saved, it’s of utmost 
importance to have a desire 
to be nourished from God’s 
Word. We must bring 
everything in life to God in 
prayer and watch how He 
answers through the Scrip-
tures. This is how God’s 
children have fellowship 
with the Father and His 
Son, Jesus Christ. God 
gives us His Holy Spirit to 
help us understand what we 
are reading.

Some people have 
difficulty with reading, 
but how wonderful it is 

that there are many outlets 
that deliver God’s Word. In 
Bible times, people heard 
the Word of God through 
His prophets who read the 
Scripture from the scrolls. 
People would listen for 
hours, sometimes days. 
It was generations before 
people had their own 
copy of the Bible. How 
we should thank God for 
this wonderful gift! Today 
God’s Word is proclaimed 
on radio, television, and 
through the internet.

He has made it pos-
sible for people to hear 
and know His Word. When 
we pray and ask Him to 
open our understanding, 
He will. Then He gives us 
the capacity to share what 
we’ve learned with others. 

We find ourselves growing. 
Christ does work through 
His people as He leads 
along life’s pathway.

Many struggle because 
they want Christ to walk 
with them, but believers 
are instructed to leave their 
own pathways and walk 
with Christ. He comes into 
a person’s life with trans-
formation, making us new 
creations in Him. God is 
busy conforming His chil-
dren to the image of His 
Son. Salvation is the most 
important step anyone can 
take in life.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

Chevrolet, Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, RAM

NEW NAME,
SAME GREAT SERVICE!

FORMALY HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE

WWW.FREEDOMCHRYSLERDODGEJEEPRAMBLUFFTON.COM
WWW.FREEDOMCHEVROLETBLUFFTON.COM

Chrysler, Dodge
Jeep, RAM

260-824-1931
Chevrolet

260-824-0900

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR 
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

High School Calendar
THURSDAY, DEC 12
SWIMMING & DIVING (co-ed): Blackford 

at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.; Norwell at Jay County, 
6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC 13
BOYS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at Lakeland 

Christian, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Woodlan at Bluffton, 

7:30 p.m.; Columbia City at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; 
Southern Wells at Heritage, 7 p.m.

WRESTLING: Norwell at Northeast 8 Con-
ference Duals at Columbia City, 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC 14
BOYS BASKETBALL: Elwood at Bluffton, 

1:30 p.m.; Norwell at Blackhawk Christian, 
7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING (co-ed): Norwell 
boys invitational, 9 a.m.

WRESTLING: ACAC Team Duals at Adams 

Central, 9 a.m.; Norwell at Northeast 8 Confer-
ence Duals at Columbia City 9 a.m.

MONDAY, DEC 16
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, DEC 17
BOYS BASKETBALL: Southern Wells at 

Northfield, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at South-

wood, 7:45 p.m.; Norwell at Woodlan, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING & DIVING (co-ed): Elwood at 

Bluffton, 6 p.m.; Snider/Wayne at Norwell, 6 p.m.
WRESTLING: Norwell at Jay County, 6 

p.m.
WEDNESDAY, DEC 18
WRESTLING: Bluffton at Churubusco, 6:30 

p.m.
THURSDAY, DEC 19
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Woodlan at South-

ern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

By RYAN WALKER
PONETO — The Southern Wells wres-

tling club got an unexpected chance at 
revenge Wednesday night.

A last-second scheduling with North Side 
brought the two teams together after a 42-30 
victory for the Legends in the Homestead 
Thanksgiving Duals. This time around, the 
Raiders came to pack a punch.

The Raiders won 42-21 in this battle, a 
32-point swing that happened in just two 
weeks is a sign of growth from Jacob Dun-
can’s young group.

“Absolutely,” Duncan said when asked if 
the team has seen growth this season. “Every 
single kid out here has only been wrestling 
for two years. Considering we’re all sopho-
mores and freshmen right now, it makes 
me feel good that we’re putting the pieces 
together and we’re making the turnaround 
like we’re supposed to.”

The Legends got off to a quick start, win-
ning by decision in both the 175 and 190 
bouts. They extended the lead to 15-0.

Southern Wells got its first points by for-
feit in the 106 and 113 weights. The first 
earned points of the night came from Aiden 
Carroll, who pinned his man at 126. Then, 
North Side and Southern Wells traded a for-
feit for a pin in the next two. The next three 
weights were Southern Wells’ final chances 
to pick up steam.

It began with Lyrik Maddox, who won 
by fall at 150. Jonathan Perez-Torres won 
by fall in his match. Finally, Malaki Capper 
capped the night off with an emphatic pin.

Southern Wells got four straight six-point 
outcomes to finish the match, which separat-

ed the two schools by 21 by the end of it. It 
was much needed to come out with a victory.

“Definitely where I always want it to go,” 
Duncan said. “Wrestled very solid. It’s what 
I’ve been expecting from these kids all season 
long. We actually wrestled these guys a cou-
ple of weeks ago and it did not go in our favor, 
and I’m glad that we could turn it around.”

Southern Wells will be at the ACAC team 
duals at Adams Central beginning at 9 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 14.

ryan@news-banner.com
Individual results:

• Briggs Fiechter (SW) won by forfeit at 
106.

• Kaleb Boots (SW) won by forfeit at 113.
• 120 was forfeited by both teams.
• Aiden Carroll (SW) won by fall over 

Juan Villegas at 126.
• 132 was forfeited by both teams.
• Jameer Harrison (NS) won over Lane 

Dollar by fall at 138.
• Jarin Frauhiger (SW) won by forfeit at 

144.
• Lyrik Maddox (SW) won over Bobby 

Baca by fall at 150.
• Jonathan Perez Torres (SW) won over 

Marvellous Vic-Anurioha by fall at 157.
• Malaki Capper (SW) won over Elijah 

Rouch by fall at 165.
• Eh Soe (NS) won over Bryson Williams 

by decision 15-10 at 175.
• Demetrius Simpson (NS) won over 

Blayden Schomber by decision 19-13 at 190.
• Sahsovion Harris (NS) won over Ian 

James-McCarty by fall at 215.
• Marion Ingol (NS) won over Cale Craig 

by decision 11-9 at 285.

By RYAN WALKER
DECATUR — The ACAC hosted its in-

season tournament drawing at the Back 40 
Junction Wednesday afternoon.

The longest-tenured conference tourna-
ment in the state will play for the 102nd 
time for the boys and 51st time for the girls.

Athletic directors, principals and boys’ 
and girls’ coaches joined ACAC President 
Steve Thompson for a lunch and a brief 
history of the tournament before drawing 
names from seven envelopes. Last year’s 
champs did the honors in drawing names. 
This year, it was Jay County girls’ coach 
Sherri McIntire and Adams Centrals boys’ 
coach Aaron McClure.

The names drawn on the bracket will 
mirror one another for the girls and boys 
with the bottom school hosting. The boys’ 
games will follow the host of the girls’ side.

The names were drawn in order of the 
bracket: 

• Adams Central at Southern Wells. Win-
ner to host Heritage, who received the only 
bye.

• Jay County at South Adams.
• Bluffton at Woodlan.
The quarterfinals will take place on Tues-

day, Jan. 14, with the semifinal that Friday 
and the championship on Saturday at South 
Adams High School. The girls’ games will 
be first, starting at 6 p.m. The boys will 
follow with a 20-minute warmup after the 
girls’ game.

The only school in the county that was 
perhaps satisfied with the draw was South-
ern Wells’ girls.

The Raiders will play host to Adams 
Central. On Nov. 30, the Raiders dismantled 
the Jets 56-39.

Head coach Kyle Penrod, who has 
played and coached on the boys’ side in the 
past, understands that anything can happen 
in the tournament. He said that he’s glad to 
have film on the Jets with his own players 
and can compare what went well and what 
didn’t from their experience.

“Obviously, you don’t want to be over-
confident,” Penrod said. “But with the girls, 
just having that confidence that they know 
they can win. If they start to expect to win, 
that’s a big thing ...  I’m pretty happy that 
we get to host it. We’ve had a lot of road 
games getting the host around, potentially 
host two rounds. That’s pretty good draw for 
us.”

The Raider boys, however, did not have 
as good of a result the first time around. 
They opened conference play with the Jets 
and fell 68-27.

First-year boys’ head coach Doug Smith 

was honored to be a part of the event 
Wednesday afternoon, and he was rewarded 
with the reigning tournament and regular 
season champion.

Smith understood the tough assignment, 
though was optimistic with a group of new 
players playing basketball this season.

“We played them once, and they just 
physically out-manned us, so we’ll be better 
prepared for that this time, but tall order for 
us,” Smith said. “Particularly being so inex-
perienced as we are, and facing their pres-
sure. It’s been nice though, that every team 
we play plays full-court pressure since then. 
So, we’re more practiced at it than we were 
the first go around.”

Bluffton boys’ head coach Craig Teagle 
was unable to attend the draw, but if he was, 
he and Doug Curtis on the girls’ side may 
have been grumbling together. The Tigers 
drew a road game with the girls’ tournament 
runner-up and the boys got the regular sea-
son runner-up.

“Well, I’d much rather be home against 
anybody than traveling,” Curtis said.

Curtis would rather have played at home, 
but getting another shot at the Woodlan 
Warriors has to be a dream scenario for the 
girls.

Last season, Bluffton lost by 10 to Wood-
lan after defeating them earlier in the sea-
son. That was their ticket to the champion-
ship game.

There are key players all across the 
ACAC that graduated from last season, but 
Bluffton returned most of its production and 
is ready at another crack in the ACAC

Curtis said the motivation stems from 
not having any seasons listed on the ACAC 
Tournament in recent history, but also that 
they’ve leveled up in terms of their play.

“The way we play, we should make a dif-
ference what the adjustments (other) people 
make. We’re going to play our way we’re 
going to play. This year’s a little different 
than last year. Kids are better offensively 
and we’re going to be super aggressive and 
go after people.”

Last year, the Tigers took down South-
ern Wells in the opening round at the Raider 
Dome. They then fell on a controversial 
buzzer-beater at Heritage, where the Patriots 
shooter took a shot with no time left on the 
clock.

Now, Bluffton will take its quest on the 
road.

ryan@news-banner.com

FORMULA 1
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

Site: Yas Island, Abu Dhabi.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 4:30 a.m., and 8 a.m.; Sat-

urday, practice, 5:30 a.m., and qualifying, 9 a.m.; Sunday, 
race, 8 a.m. (ESPN).

Track: Yas Marina Circuit.
Race distance: 58 laps, 190.253 miles.
Last race: Verstappen, already crowned the season cham-

pion for the fourth straight year, won in Qatar for his second 
victory in three races and ninth of the season.

Next race: March 16, Melbourne, Australia.
NASCAR Cup Series

Last race: Joey Logano led 107 laps to dominate the 
winner-take-all finale at Phoenix Raceway on Nov. 10, 
earning his third championship and completing a remark-
able turnaround after initially missing the second-round cut 
before earning a reprieve with another driver’s disqualifica-
tion. Team Penske clinched its third motorsports crown in 
less than a month.

Next race: Feb. 16, 2025, Daytona Beach, Florida.
NASCAR Xfinity Series

Last race: Justin Allgaier took his first series title. All-
gaier overcame a flat tire and consecutive penalties that 
dropped him in the grid, then withstood another caution that 
forced a double-overtime restart to give JR Motorsports the 
crown.

Next race: Feb. 15, 2025, Daytona Beach, Florida.
NASCAR Truck Series

Last race: Ty Majeski dominated from the pole in a Ford 
to earn his first championship, holding off playoff driv-
ers Corey Heim and Christian Eckes in the 150-mile finale 
at Phoenix Raceway. Majeski led 132 laps, Heim 16 and 
championship finalist Grant Enfinger two while finishing 
fifth.

Fast facts: Majeski clinched a series-high sixth title for 
ThorSport Racing. He raced in his second championship 
four in just his third full-time season.

Next race: Feb. 14, 2025, Daytona Beach, Florida.
IndyCar

Last race: Alex Palou claimed his second consecutive 
IndyCar championship and third in four years at Nashville 
Superspeedway, where Colton Herta won the Music City 
Grand Prix for Andretti Global.

Next race: March 2, 2025, St. Petersburg, Florida.
NHRA Drag Racing

Last event: Drag racers ended their season in Pomona, 
California, with Antron Brown winning the Top Fuel title 
at the In-N-Out Burger NHRA Finals and taking his fourth 
world championship.

Next event: March 6-9, 2025, Gainesville, Florida.
World of Outlaws Sprint Cars

Last event: David Gravel won in Concord, North Caro-
lina, on Nov. 7 and clinched the series crown a day later. 
Gravel finished fourth in the Nov. 8 race, which was enough 
to lock up the title.

Next race: Feb. 5-8, 2025, Barberville, Florida.

Tournament time
The longest-tenured high 
school basketball tour-
nament in Indiana, the 
ACAC Tournament, had 
its drawing at the Back 
40 Junction in Decatur 
Wednesday afternoon. At 
left, ACAC President Steve 
Thompson speaks to the 
audience with members 
from each school before 
the selections. Above, the 
official bracket is revealed 
at the end of the event. 
This is the 102nd time the 
ACAC has done its boys’ 
tournament, while the girls 
will have their 51st. (Pho-
tos by Ryan Walker)

Raiders draw Jets, Tigers 
pick up road date with 
Warriors in ACAC tourney

Southern Wells’ Malaki Capper (top) nailed North Side’s Elijah Rouch into position in the 166 
bout Wednesday night at the Raider Dome. The Raiders took the match 42-21 over the Leg-
ends. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

Raiders take revenge on Legends 
in wrestling, shows signs of growth
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Services
Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

Employment
Help Wanted
COUNTY BUILDING

INSPECTOR

Wells County Government is
accepting resumes for a
County Building Inspector.
The Wells County Commis-
sioners as the county execu-
tive are seeking to employ a
full-time county building in-
spector. This person is re-
sponsible for planning and
overseeing county construc-
tion and final inspection, un-
der the direction of the
county executive. The county
building inspector shall, sub-
ject to the policies of the
county executive, perform the
following functions and have
related experience:

Coordinates the preparation
and presentation of an annu-
al budget for the Building De-
partment; directs the
implementation of the depart-
ment's budget; plans for and
reviews specifications for
new or replaced equipment.
Construct and establish a lo-
cal building code based off
state code requirements and
needs of the county.
Controls the expenditure of
departmental appropriations
Receives complaints, investi-
gates, and issues unsafe
building violations, nuisance
violations and minimum
housing standards violations,
as appropriate.
Completes continuing educa-
tion classes on building
codes and practices, as
needed
Reviews the building plan for
the County.
Approves the building per-
mits, issues permits, and col-
lects the fees for the permits,
as necessary.
Issues certificates of occu-
pancy, as needed.
Maintains an effective com-
munication process with the
Commissioners.
Bachelor's degree (B.A.
/B.S.) from a four-year col-
lege or university; and five
years related experience
and/or training; or equivalent
combination of education and
experience. CBO Certifica-
tion is required. Previous ex-
perience in building
construction or related field is
required. Previous superviso-
ry experience is required.

Starting salary for this posi-
tion is up to $70,000/yr. plus
all county benefits. Interested
applicants can send their re-
sumes to Wells County Audi-
tor, 102 W Market, Suite 205,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or
auditor@wellscounty.org. Re-
sumes will be accepted until
December 16, 2024.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
rangefor a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $58,300 - $70,500.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by Decem-
ber 27, 2024.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS

looking to hire an individual
for fast pace jobs including
labeling, inserting and deliv-
ering bundles of newspapers.
Must be willing to work from
4 a.m.-9 a.m. Monday-Satur-
day. Some heavy lifting, and
an Indiana drivers license re-
quired. Mail resume, or fill out
an application, to News-Ban-
ner, P.O. Box 436, 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, IN
46714.

Lottery Numbers

S P O R T S THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2024 • The News-Banner • Page 7

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 06-23-27-36-40
Lotto Plus — 02-11-20-30-34-40
Cash4Life — 06-14-20-21-57, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 05-10-20-22-23-28-31-35-40-

42-43-48-53-54-55-60-62-68-71-75, BE: 42
Daily Three-Midday — 08-01-03, SB: 07
Daily Three-Evening — 00-03-04, SB: 01
Daily Four-Midday — 09-03-08-09, SB: 07
Daily Four-Evening — 06-03-06-01, SB: 01
Quick Draw Evening — 03-05-12-13-17-19-22-25-32-

36-37-38-39-42-44-45-53-54-70-71, BE: 05
Hoosier Lotto — 03-07-08-24-38-46

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $670 million

Powerball
13-44-50-52-54 Powerball: 20; Power Play: 2X

DECEMBER 14-21 - Bidding 
starts closing at 1 p.m. - Pri-
vate collection, seller. 20 
Marolf Ct., Fremont. Collec-
tion of exotic taxidermy mounts 
(over 150), zebra & bear skins, 
100’s of antlers, fully restored 
antique boat motors, bow & 
arrows, gun cases, hunting 
& camping equipment, vin-
tage fishing lures, high-end art 
work, antiques & collectibles, 
watches & fine jewelry, power 
& hand tools, storage cabi-
nets, household, vintage nauti-
cal items, more. Preview Dec. 
14, 10 a.m.-noon, Dec. 18, 
4-6 p.m. Sale managers Pat 
Carter, 260-273-8294, Brandon 
Steffen, 260-710-5684, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING ENDS DECEMBER 
15 - 2 p.m. - (Online only per-
sonal property) - Thomas B. 
& Mary Lou Woodward, sell-
er. 2016 JD 1025R diesel utility 
tractor, Frontier RT1149 tiller, 
2016 Grasshopper zero turn 
mower, 2020 Club Car Carryall 
1700, mowers, lawn & garden, 
patio furniture, antique & mod-
ern furniture, vintage framed 
art work, lithograph prints, 
vintage pickle castors, glass-
ware, collectibles, more. Pre-
view Dec. 12, 3-6 p.m., 301 N. 
Highland Ave., Ossian. Patrick 
Carter, sale manager, 260-824-
3006, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
BIDDING CLOSES DECEM-
BER 15 - 6 p.m. - Online 
Only - Jim Baker, owner. AIR-
PLACO Pumpmaster MJ-16 
concrete slab jacking pump 
system including pump, mixer 
and tandem trailer, concrete 
hole drill, Campbell Hausfeld 
stationary air compressor, 
smoker grill, handmade rustic 
furniture, beautiful antique fur-
niture, Husqvarna garden trac-
tor, 2 table saws, hand tools, 
power tools, building supplies, 
TV, modem furniture and much 
more! Pick up Dec. 17, 12-6 
p.m., 5388 SW. State Road 
116-1, Bluffton, IN. Full list at 
Towncountryauctions.com., 
click Fliers. Town and Country 
Auctioneers/Realtors, 260-
223-7352, Shaw Real Estate & 
Auction, Inc., 260-824-2116.
DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. - (Online Only) - Thom-
as B. & Mary Lou Woodward, 
seller. One of a kind pictur-
esque real estate offering. 
Outstanding 4,014 SF on 8.45 

acres, 4 bedroom, 3 bath home 
with a 2 car detached garage. 
Scenic backyard with multiple 
utility sheds and gazebo, Wells 
County. Open house Dec. 12 
from 3-6 p.m., 301 N. Highland 
Ave., Ossian, IN. Pat Carter, 
sale manager, 260-273-8294, 
The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com, 260-426-0633.
DECEMBER 22-DECEMBER 
31 - Bidding starts closing 
at 2 p.m. - Estate of Rich-
ard Gerken and others, sell-
ers. “Outstanding year end 
auction.” Very high quality art 
deco, mid century modern and 
Art Nouveau home furnish-
ings, International Harvester 
collection, 2011 Platinum Ford 
F150 in pristine condition, 
3,500 record albums, vintage 
Schwinn bicycles, advertis-
ing memorabilia, antique gas 
pump, country primitives and 
more. Open house Dec. 26 
and Dec. 30 from 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group 
Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
DECEMBER 29-JANUARY 
5 - Bidding starts closing 
at 2 p.m. - Estate of Eldrid 
Tinkel, seller. Large antique 
and collectible auction. Coun-
try primitives, early metal toys 
including vintage tractors, farm 
implements, trucks, boats, 
more, antique furniture, cast 
iron collection, antique brass 
cash register, antique stoves, 
large and rare collection of 
vintage graniteware, Fenton, 
Marion advertising memorabil-
ia, vintage beer signs, crocks, 
long guns, coins, more. Open 
house Dec. 29, 2-4 p.m., Jan. 
4, 10 a.m.-noon, 1910 N Merid-
ian St., Marion. Sale manager 
Brandon Steffen, 260-710-
5684, The Steffen Group Inc., 
Steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

SUDOKU ANSWER
Special!

Earn extra cash by selling 
your “unwanteds”! A 20-word, 
line classified ad is $5 for 5 
days! For sale items only.

Contact the Bluffton 
News-Banner office at 125 N. 
Johnson St., 260-824-0224, or 
classifieds.news-banner.com

5 for $5

9 LB., RED, bowling ball, car-
rying case, ladies size 8 1/2
shoes, excellent condition,
260-273-2477.

MICHIGAN CHRISTMAS

TREES! Tim Murray's Fresh
Cut Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Grave Blankets and
Boughs! Also Michigan
Maple Syrup. Located at
Bummies Root Beer Stand,
1263 S. Main Street.,
Bluffton. Open Daily at 10am
beginning Saturday, Nov. 30.
Phone: 231-920-6194.

Miscellaneous
For Sale

Help Wanted

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Campers/RV’s
Vehicles

Services
FREEDOMCARE. LET YOUR 
loved ones care for you and get 
paid! Paid by Medicaid. Choose 
family or friends as your paid 
caregiver. Check your eligibility 
today! Call FreedomCare now! 
1-844-563-4012 (I)
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-877-414-2352 today! 
(I)

CALL LEAFGUARD AND say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning for 
good. No cleaning. No leaking. 
No water damage. No more 
ladder accidents. Get Leaf-
Guard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financ-
ing available. 20% off total pur-
chase (Restrictions may apply.) 
Call 1-866-641-9158 (I)
ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUN-
DATION repair and basement 
waterproofing experts. Wheth-
er basement, crawl space or 
concrete slab we’ll guide you 
on the right path to a healthy 
home. Act now! Up to $600 
off. Restrictions apply. Call for 
a free consultation. 1-877-229-
0197 (I)
CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hid-
den fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)

FOOTBALL
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
y-Buffalo	 10	 3	 0	 .769	 397	268
Miami	 6	 7	 0	 .462	 264	292
e-N.Y. Jets	 3	10	 0	 .231	 251	300
eNew England	3	10	 0	 .231	 221	307

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Houston	 8	 5	 0	 .615	 308	288
Indianapolis	 6	 7	 0	 .462	 267	298
e-Jacksonville	3	10	 0	 .231	 238	345
e-Tennessee	3	10	 0	 .231	 227	342

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Pittsburgh	 10	 3	 0	 .769	 323	238
Baltimore	 8	 5	 0	 .615	 383	318
Cincinnati	 5	 8	 0	 .385	 362	360
e-Cleveland	 3	10	 0	 .231	 232	335

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

y-Kansas City	12	1	 0	 .923	 308	252
Denver	 8	 5	 0	 .615	 305	234
L.A. Chargers	8	 5	 0	 .615	 277	207
e-Las Vegas	2	11	 0	 .154	 236	361

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
x-Philadelphia	11	2	 0	 .846	 342	234
Washington	 8	 5	 0	 .615	 376	296
Dallas	 5	 8	 0	 .385	 268	366
e-N.Y. Giants	2	11	 0	 .154	 194	293

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Tampa Bay	 7	 6	 0	 .538	 363	309
Atlanta	 6	 7	 0	 .462	 278	333
New Orleans	5	 8	 0	 .385	 290	292
Carolina	 3	10	 0	 .231	 233	388

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

x-Detroit	 12	 1	 0	 .923	 417	234
Minnesota	 11	 2	 0	 .846	 339	240
Green Bay	 9	 4	 0	 .692	 349	274
Chicago	 4	 9	 0	 .308	 254	278

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Seattle	 8	 5	 0	 .615	 302	283
L.A. Rams	 7	 6	 0	 .538	 298	332
Arizona	 6	 7	 0	 .462	 284	289
San Francisco	6	7	 0	 .462	 308	308
e-Eliminated from playoffs
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Thursday’s Games
Detroit 34, Green Bay 31

Sunday’s Games
Jacksonville 10, Tennessee 6
Miami 32, N.Y. Jets 26, OT
Minnesota 42, Atlanta 21
New Orleans 14, N.Y. Giants 11
Philadelphia 22, Carolina 16
Pittsburgh 27, Cleveland 14
Tampa Bay 28, Las Vegas 13
Seattle 30, Arizona 18
L.A. Rams 44, Buffalo 42
San Francisco 38, Chicago 13
Kansas City 19, L.A. Chargers 17
Open: Baltimore, Denver, Houston, 

Indianapolis, New England, Wash-
ington

Monday’s Games
Cincinnati 27, Dallas 20

Thursday, Dec. 12
Thursday Night Football: L.A. Rams 

at San Francisco, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 15

Baltimore at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Dallas at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Kansas City at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Miami at Houston, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Washington at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at Detroit, 4:25 p.m.
Indianapolis at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
New England at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 4:25 p.m.
Tampa Bay at L.A. Chargers, 4:25 

p.m.
Sunday Night Football: Green Bay at 

Seattle, 8:20 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16

Monday Night Football: Chicago at 
Minnesota, 8 p.m.

Monday Night Football: Atlanta at 
Las Vegas, 8:30 p.m.

BASKETBALL
High School

Wednesday Boys’ Scores
Bedford N. Lawrence 56, Bloomfield 

53
Christel House Manual 57, Indpls 

Herron 14
Columbia City 64, Wawasee 40
Ft. Wayne Wayne 91, New Haven 69
Hamilton 65, Coldwater Pansophia, 

Mich. 34
Indpls Metro 72, Indpls Perry Merid-

ian 55
Lawrence North 75, Lawrence Cen-

tral 45
N. Miami 48, Wabash 44
Winchester 50, S. Adams 37

Wednesday Girls’ Scores
Angola 42, Leo 41
Bellmont 60, Ft. Wayne Luers 30
Corydon 51, Austin 36
Daleville 55, Frankton 50
Eminence 70, MTI 7
Evansville Reitz 58, Evansville Har-

rison 22
Glenn 71, Mishawaka 20
Hamilton 50, Coldwater Pansophia, 

Mich. 15
Indpls Ritter 54, Indpls Tech 17
Lapel 89, Madison-Grant 14
Michigan City Marquette 60, S. Bend 

St. Joseph’s 40
Northeastern 62, Lawrenceburg 42
Rochester 47, Knox 28
Rushville 50, Whiteland 48
Union City 40, Centerville 31
Union Co. 58, Hagerstown 16
Warsaw 91, Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 41

Tuesday Boys’ Scores
Angola 81, Woodlan 72, 3OT
Calumet 51, Hobart 47
Chicago Heights (Bloom Twp.), Ill. 70, 

Hammond Central 54
Christian Academy 67, Clarksville 37
Covington 53, Western Boone 51
Crown Point 80, East Chicago Cen-

tral 54
Eastbrook 70, Southern Wells 43
Ft. Wayne Canterbury 58, Eastside 

46
Ft. Wayne Northrop 63, E. Noble 44

Ft. Wayne South 78, Leo 52
Garrett 47, Fremont 39
Goshen 55, Elkhart 43
Greenfield 78, Decatur Central 39
Heritage 66, Lakewood Park 38
Heritage Hills 65, N. Harrison 42
Highland 56, Morgan Twp. 53
Homestead 36, DeKalb 26
Indianapolis Rooted 42, Central 

Christian 39
Indpls Cathedral 76, Brebeuf Jesuit 

Preparatory Academy 56
LaVille 75, Argos 39
Lake Central 52, Gary West 44
Lakeland (IN) 55, Fairfield 46
Liberty Christian 93, Muncie Burris 28
Lowell 54, Hebron 39
Manchester 54, Tippecanoe Valley 42
Norwell 47, Ft. Wayne Dwenger 42
Perry Central 63, Cannelton 7
Prairie Heights 63, Elkhart Christian 

52, 3OT
South Knox 68, Lawrenceville, Ill. 60

Tuesday Girls’ Scores
Batesville 42, Lawrenceburg 30
Bloomington North 53, Owen Val-

ley 31
Bloomington South 63, Martinsville 

37
Bluffton 78, Wabash 52
Bremen 43, Concord 36
Brownsburg 77, Columbus North 54
Brownstown 68, Salem 3
Cambridge City Lincoln 48, Wes-

Del 17
Cass 50, Rossville 37
Castle 63, Boonville 34
Center Grove 58, Plainfield 48
Central Noble 57, Lakewood Park 44
Charlestown 49, Scottsburg 38
Chesterton 49, Washington Twp. 33
Clinton Prairie 52, Tri-Central 34
Columbia City 51, Homestead 47
Connersville 48, New Castle 40
Culver 62, Oregon-Davis 37
Culver Academy 69, Mishawaka 

Marian 36
Danville 74, Greencastle 23
DeKalb 64, Ft. Wayne Concordia 55
Delta 84, Muncie Central 35
Elwood 46, Tipton 17
Ft. Wayne Northrop 54, E. Noble 41
Ft. Wayne South 64, S. Adams 37
Ft. Wayne Wayne 59, Marion 40
Gibson Southern 70, Evansville 

Memorial 41
Goshen 25, W. Noble 19
Hamilton Hts. 50, Logansport 35
Huntington North 54, Manchester 38
Indpls Cathedral 61, Zionsville 41
Kokomo 49, Western 38
Monroe Central 51, Shenandoah 44
Muncie Central 50, Jay Co. 45
N. Miami 47, Pioneer 38
Northfield 62, Taylor 29
Northridge 70, Wawasee 26
Northwestern 48, Eastern (Green-

town) 24
Prairie Heights 66, Ft. Wayne Can-

terbury 16
Southern Wells 56, Ft. Wayne Black-

hawk 44
Wapahani 44, Yorktown 34
Westfield 52, Carmel 47
Lawrence North 62, Brebeuf Jesuit 

Preparatory Academy 35
Warren Central 57, Indpls Perry 

Meridian 15

News-Banner Scoreboard
Knights win third straight 
in boys’ hoops, top Saints
Norwell won its third straight game after 

another close match, this time at Bishop 
Dwenger in a 47-42 victory Tuesday night.

The Knight boys (3-1) have now recov-
ered from their 28-point defeat at Carroll on 
opening night and have strung together three 
wins by a combined 14 points.

Playing six players again, the Knights 
got three players into double figures: Adam 
McBride (13), Nick McBride (12) and 
Owen Wallis (11).

NORWELL 47, BISHOP DWENGER 42
At Bishop Dwenger

NORWELL (3-1): Adam McBride 5-12 2-4 13, Nick 
McBride 3-7 5-5 12, Owen Wallis 4-4 2-3 4, Josh McBride 
4-10 0-0 9, Garry Riley 1-4 0-0 2, Ryne Thornton 0-1 0-0 
0. TOTALS: 17-38 9-13 47.

BISHOP DWENGER (0-2): George Poiry 5-9 0-0 15, 
Aslan Nolan 4-9 1-3 10, Connor Wright 2-4 0-0 6, Ryan 
Groves 2-7 1-2 5, Eddie Miller 2-4 0-0 4, Zach Lehrman 
1-1 0-0 2, Brayden Hassenzahl 0-0 0-0 0, Luke Dykhuizen 
0-0 0-0 0, KC Pieper 0-0 0-0 0, Braxton Bermes 0-1 0-0 0, 
JT Morlan 0-1 0-0 0. TOTALS 16-36 2-5 42.

Norwell    11    1   13   12  — 47 
Dwenger   7   10    7   18  —  42
Three-point Shooting: Norwell 4-14 (Wallis 1-1, A. 

McBride 1-3, J. McBride 1-3, N. McBride 1-4, Riley 0-2, 
Thornton 0-1), Dwenger 8-25 (Poiry 5-9, Wright 2-4, Nolan 
1-6, Miller 0-2, Groves 0-4). Rebounds: Norwell 23 (A. 
McBride 5. Riley 4, J. McBride 4, N. McBride 4, Thornton 
1), Dwenger 22 (Nolan 6, Wright 4, Groves 3, Morlan 3, 
Miller 2). Turnovers: Norwell 3, Dwenger 9. Fouls: Norwell 
7, Dwenger 15. Fouled Out: None. Technicals: None.

Tigers rout Apaches in hoops
Bluffton took down the then 7-1 Wabash 

Apaches at their place by 26 points Tuesday 
night.

The Tigers (10-1) topped the Apaches 
(7-2) 78-52 and have now won eight games 
in a row since falling to East Noble back in 
mid-November.

Isabella Stout hit a career-high 27 points 
in the win on 12-18 shooting. Maryn Sch-
reiber and Konley Ault added 18 points each 
in the win.

BLUFFTON 78, WABASH 52
At Wabash

BLUFFTON (10-1): Isabella Stout 12-18 2-3 27, Konley 
Ault 7-13 3-5 18, Maryn Schreiber 6-12 6-8 18, Khloe 
Dick 1-6 5-6 7, Tressa Renner 1-3 0-0 3, Sophie Eisenhut 
1-3 1-2 3, Marly Drayer 0-2 1-4 1, Grace Fry 0-0 1-2 1, 

Kamryn Ault 0-1 0-0 0, Madyson Sonnigsen 0-1 0-0 0, 
Isla Gibson 0-0 0-0 0, Madelyn Funk 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 
28-59 19-30 78.

WABASH (7-2): Brookelyn Buzzard 17 points, Anna 
Doughtry 14, Bryleigh Boggs 8, Olivia Brown 5, Kaitlynn 
Honeycutt 3, Janika Stumbo 2, Gretta France 2, Kenley 
Mcwhirt 1. TOTALS: 52.

Bluffton   21  17  23  17  —  78
Wabash   13  13  17   9  —  52
Three-point Shooting: Bluffton 3-14 (Stout 1-4, Ko. Ault 

1-3, Renner 1-2, Dick 0-3, Sonnigsen 0-1, Ka. Ault 0-1), 
Wabash 5 made (Buzzard 4, Honeycutt 1). Rebounds: 
Bluffton 39 (Schreiber 13, Ko. Ault 10, Sonnigsen 4, Stout 
3, Dick 3, Renner 3, Eisenhut 1, Drayer 1), Wabash 18 
(Honeycutt 4, Buzzard 3, Boggs 3, Daughtry 3, Stumbo 
2, Wright 1, Braun 1). Turnovers: Bluffton 15, Wabash 24. 
Fouls: Bluffton 18, Wabash 21. Fouled Out: None. Tech-
nicals: None.

Knights fall to Jets 
in home wrestling match

Norwell lost to Adams Central 48-29 in 
wrestling at home Tuesday night.

Individual results:
Norwell will be at the Northeast 8 team 

duals at Columbia City starting at. 9 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 14.

• Eli Thomas (N) won over Esra Liechty 
by fall at 106.

• Fielder Brege (N) won over Jaden Iea-
sol by fall at 113.

• Myles Kaehr (AC) won over Miles 
Kelly by tech fall at 120.

• Kale Beer (AC) won by forfeit at 126.
• Jackson Bingham (AC) won over Tan-

ner Ritter by fall at 132.
•  Cooper Nagel (N) won over Coltan 

Everett by tech fall at 138.
• Dylan Ogg (AC) won by fall at 144.
• Brason Schortgen (AC) won over 

Chace Behning by tech fall at 150.
• Maurice Bubach (AC) won over Luke 

Dreiband by tech fall at 157.
• Cody Cox (N) won over Max Byerly by 

fall at 165.
• Xander Schwartz (AC) won over Owen 

Reynolds by decision at 175.
• Lincoln Moyer (N) won by forfeit at 190.
• Ethan Funk (AC) won over Ty Toffle-

moyer by fall at 215.
• Carson Powell (N) won over Gavin 

Rumple by fall at 285.

Sports Roundup

DALLAS (AP) — All-Star left-hander 
Garrett Crochet has been acquired by the 
Boston Red Sox from the Chicago White 
Sox for four prospects. Catcher Kyle 

Teel, infielder Chase Meidroth, right-
hander Wikelman Gonzalez and out-
fielder Braden Montgomery are headed to 
Chicago.

Garrett Crochet traded to Red Sox



By BARBARA BARBIERI
On Sunday the 3rd Annual “Joyful Sound of Christmas” 

celebration, featuring local vocalists and instrumentalists, 
was held in the lobby of the Auditorium,  428 S. Oak St. in 
Bluffton.

Attendees were able to come to visit with Santa in his 
big sleigh and snap photos, pause for a cup of hot cocoa or 
apple cider and stay for the entertainment that began at 4 
p.m.

Otto “Tank” Lowe was the organizer of the event and 

started off the entertainment with the singing of “It’s Begin-
ning to Look a Lot Like Christmas.” He was followed by 
Jessica Barker singing “Go Tell It On the Mountain.”

The rest of the entertainment included:
A vocal by Grace Summerfeld; Joy to the World by the 

Wyatt and Summerfeld families; piano selections by Abi-
gail Schlemmer, Bri Schlemmer and Grace Bender; guitar 
music by Carson Bender and Eli Bender; a vocal by David 
Shepherd; guitar/vocals by Lisa Rich and a French carol by 
Sarena and Emma. 

A sing-along, conducted by Lowe and ending with “We 

Wish You a Merry Christmas,” concluded the celebration.
The Wells County’s Creative Arts Council were spon-

sors.

The “joyful” program was held in the lobby of the Auditorium 
on South Oak St., against a background of a cozy fireside. 
Otto “Tank” Lowe, at right, served as the MC for the program 
in addition to singing.
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory
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“Joy to the World” was sung by the Wyatt (Jeff, Deborah and 
Gabriel) and Summerfeld (Ethan and Grace) families.

Santa and his helpers were available for visiting as he sat in 
his big sleigh. (Photos by Barbara Barbieri)

‘Joyful Sounds of Christmas’ included vocals, guitar and piano music

We are proud of our teams
A showcase in the lobby of Bluffton’s City Hall is now displaying memorabilia from some of Wells 
County’s winning sports teams over the years. The displays are set up by members of the Wells 
County Historical Society and are changed periodically. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Among the things going 
on at the Fort Wayne Chil-
dren’s Zoo during Decem-
ber is the registration of 
youngsters for summer 
camps. For more informa-
tion call 260-427-6800, 
ext. 301 or check educa-
tion!@kidszoo.org.

Recycle Lights
Another project is the 

recycling of old Christmas 
lights by the zoo. From 
now through Jan. 17th 
expired strands may be 
dropped off at the Guest 
Services building on week-
days from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Wild Zoo Wonderland
The zoo will be open 

Dec. 13-15, 20-23 and 
26-30 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. each day. Activities 
will include story times, 
visits with favorite animals 
and Santa. More info at 
kidszoo.org.

Two Winter Soltice 
events will be celebrated in 
Fort Wayne on Dec. 21.

A Walk/Ride & Camp-
fire gathering will be held 
at Salomon Park Farms, 
817 Dupont Rd. For more 
information check out fort-

wayneparks.org.
A Solstice Lights Hike 

& Food Drive is another 
free drop-in event that will 
be held at Lindenwood 
Nature Preserve, 600 Lind-
wnwood Ave.

Bring a food item and 

yourself decorated with 
battery-operated lights or 
glow sticks for this hik-
ing opportunity. Collected 
food items will be deliv-
ered to the Community 
Harvest Food Bank in Fort 
Wayne.

Theme nights have been 
announced for the Headwa-
ters Park Ice Rink in Fort 
Wayne.

Shake It Off will be held 
on Thursday, Dec. 12; Holi-
day Cheer on Dec. 19 and 
Popular Pop on Dec. 26. 

Regular hours of opera-
tion are Monday through 
Friday from 4 to 9 p.m. and 
from noon to 9 p.m. on Sat-
urday and Sunday. Holiday 
hours will include noon to 
9 p.m. on Dec. 23, 26, 27, 
Jan. 2, 3 and on Dec. 31 

from noon to 6 p.m. (Closed 
Christmas eve, Christmas 
day and New Year’s Day.

Skates rent for $3 and 
admission is $6 for those 3 
and older. For event updates 
check out fortwayneparks.
org.

Little Miss Indiana Universal Global
Former Little Miss Wells County Destiny Alig, the seven-year-
old daughter of Heath and April Alig, was recently named Little 
Miss Indiana Universal Global. Destiny will be competing for 
the crown in Orlando, Florida next July. Her goal, other than 
bringing home the crown, is to make new friendships and to 
show the world Jesus through her platform. She has a heart 
for God and she loves to share with anyone she can. Destiny 
is the granddaughter of Dave and Teresa Alig, Judy Wheeler, 
Brice and Donna Hudson and Lisa Wheeler. (Photo submitted)

Rotary delivers dictionaries to third-graders
The Bluffton Rotary Club delivered dictionaries to Wells County third-graders as part of 
the club’s literacy and youth efforts. Over 400 dictionaries were presented to students 
in all three public school systems. Above, Rotarians Chaz Carroll and Lee VonGunten 
display the dictionaries with students from Mrs. Johnson’s third-grade class at Lancaster 
Elementary School on Tuesday. The Bluffton Rotary Club has been delivering non-pow-
ered-word-definition-devices to Wells County schools for 15 years. (Photo provided)

Gnome for the 
Holidays at 

the Botanical 
Conservatory

From now through 
Jan.  5th the Fort 
Wayne Botanical Con-
servatory will be fea-
turing Gnome for the 
Holidays.

$1 nights are offered 
on Thursdays and Fri-
days from 5 to 8 p.m. 
through Dec. 20.

On Sunday, Dec. 
15, from 2 to 2:45 p.m. 
the Suzuki Strings will 
perform. On the Sat-
urdays of Dec. 14 and 
21 Santa and reindeer 
will be visiting. (Santa 
takes a break from 2 to 
2:30 p.m.)

In the gallery art 
work by Ben Klinger 
will feature art to the 
theme of “Down on 
Main Street. 

Regular admission 
is $7 for adults and $5 
for youth (3-17). Hours 
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Sat-
urday, until 8 p.m. on 
Thursdays and noon to 
4 p.m. Sunday, closed 
Mondays.

Winter events at the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo

Winter Solstice hikes in Fort Wayne

Theme nights at Headwaters Park Ice Rink


