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By MARK MILLER
A group of active, cre-

ative women have been 
making quilts for veterans 
for about 20 years now, but 
the effort and process was 
officially kicked into high 
gear by a request from Jody 
Gates, then a teacher at Nor-
well High School.

“She had called and 
wanted to know if it would 
be possible to have a quilt 
for each veteran they were 
planning on honoring at a 
Veterans Day ceremony,” 
recalls Betty Johnloz, cur-
rent president of the Bee 
Happy Quilters Club. “Of 
course, we said ‘sure.’”

That was in 2005. The 
group devoted an entire 
weekend at what has now 
become a semi-annual quilt-
ing retreat. They made 40 
quilts that weekend and 
supplemented those with 
more quilts from their “sis-
ter club” in Adams County 
and others from friends … 
totaling 100 quilts presented 
to veterans at the Norwell 
event.

Since then, the group 
has made annual presenta-
tions of quilts for veterans 
with this year’s event set for 
Thursday, Nov. 14, at the 
Christian Care community 
center building in Bluffton.

“Sue Harris always finds 
us a new set of veterans,” 
Johnloz said. Harris said 
she had 17 lined up but will 

continue to “make some 
phone calls” for more.

———
There were 24 busy 

bodies at the C&C Bible 
Fellowship complex north-
east of Berne over the first 
weekend in November. 
It was their semi-annual 
Quilt Lovers Retreat, orga-
nized the past few years by 
Julie Jones of Bluffton. It 

includes members of the 
Wells County-based Bee 
Happy Quilters, the Creative 
Quilters Club primarily 
made up of Adams County 
ladies, the Swiss Stitchers 
Club from Berne as well as 
several “friends and family” 
from as far away as Tennes-
see.

While part of their focus 
was finishing up enough 

patriotic-themed quilts for 
Veterans Day, they are also 
making quilts that will be 
presented to law enforce-
ment and first responders, 
local food banks and people 
who have experienced a 
house fire. The group also 
sent 43 quilts to flood vic-
tims in North Carolina this 
year.

By MARK MILLER
As he approaches his 103rd Veterans Day, Paul 

Young admits he’s “slowed down a bit these past 
few years,” he said as he worked to find some of his 
mementoes in his River Terrace Estates apartment. 
“And I have trouble remembering some names.”

But there are still a number of details he can share 
about his 57 missions as a B-25 bomber pilot which 
earned him a number of citations 
including the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross.

Assigned to the 445th Bomb 
Squad, he arrived on the island 
of Corsica in October 1944. 
“We often flew two missions a 
day,” he said.

The most treacherous mis-
sions were over the Brenner 
Pass in the Italian Alps, which served as the main thor-
oughfare for the Germans to re-supply their forces in 
Italy. At this point in the war, the German fighter planes 
were becoming more scarce but they had developed a 
more sophisticated anti-aircraft defense in targeting the 
planes from the ground.

“I was really lucky, no doubt,” Young said, “espe-
cially considering the number of missions we were on.”

Paul Young holds his Distinguished Flying Cross medal 
he was presented after piloting 57 B-25 missions over 
Italy during World War II. (Photo by Mark Miller)

Paul Young: A ‘lucky’ 
Bridgebuster pilot

Local quilting 
groups have 
been making 

annual 
presentations 
for 20 years

Quilters Betty Johnloz, left, and Carol Riley, right, wrap a patriotic-themed quilt around veteran 
Larry Gephart during last year’s presentation of gifts to honor local veterans. (Photo provided)

2024

Heartwarming, handmade 
gifts for local veterans

(Continued on Page 2)
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Child dies, drivers 
injured after 
head-on crash

An eight-year-old has died following a head-on crash on 
State Road 116 on Wednesday, Oct. 30. Both drivers were 
also seriously injured.

A press release from the Wells County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment states that passenger Rose Irwin, 8, Bluffton, was 
transported by EMS to Bluffton Regional Medical Center 
and later airlifted to Lutheran Hospital in Fort Wayne. Irwin 
died from her injuries on Nov. 5.

According to the WCSD crash report released Friday, 
Jorge Narvaez, 41, Bluffton, was driving a 2008 Toyota 
Camry westbound on S.R. 116 near the intersection of 
County Road 450 E and swerved into the oncoming lane to 
avoid collision with a vehicle stopped to turn into a drive-
way. The Camry then collided head-on with a 2013 Chev-
rolet Impala driven by Sue Crum, 68, Bluffton. Irwin was a 
passenger in Crum’s vehicle.

The report states the Crum was trapped in the vehicle 
with incapacitating injuries. She was transported via EMS to 
Lutheran Hospital. Narvaez was airlifted to Lutheran Hospi-
tal from the crash due to his injuries.

Also in the report, the driver of the turning vehicle, Rob-
ert Greiner, said that he saw the Camry approaching and not 
slowing, then swerving to avoid a rear-end collision. 

Following a nationwide trend, 
Indiana’s teacher vacancies persist

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital 

New federal data shows that the 
majority of the country’s public K–12 
schools had difficulty hiring fully-cer-
tified teachers heading into the current 
academic year — and Indiana districts 
are not immune to vacancies.

Officials at nearly 75% of public 
schools nationwide said they had trou-

ble filling one or more vacant teaching 
positions before kicking off the 2024-
25 school year, according to a survey 
study released by the U.S. Department 
of Education’s National Center for 
Education Statistics.

The School Pulse Panel data pub-
lished by NCES showed one-fifth of 
vacant teacher positions remained 
unfilled at the start of this school year 

— with many ongoing vacancies. As 
of Thursday, the Indiana Department of 
Education’s job board listed more than 
1,300 available educator jobs statewide.

That’s an improvement from earlier 
this year. As of June, there were more 
than 2,200 vacancies for teaching posi-
tions statewide and nearly 1,000 open-
ings for other jobs within school dis-
tricts.

It’s a hopeful drop, too, compared 
to in 2022, when — not long after the 
COVID-19 pandemic — IDOE’s job 

Armed teen arrested after trying to enter Wisconsin elementary school
By TODD RICHMOND 
and RICK CALLAHAN 

Associated Press
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 

A 13-year-old boy who had 
researched school shootings online 
was arrested hours after he tried 
to enter a Wisconsin elemen-
tary school with suspicious bags, 
police said.

Investigators believe the boy 
was armed, judging by videos of 
him brandishing what investiga-
tors believe was a rifle and com-
ments he made to other students, 
said Patrick Patton, police chief in 
Kenosha, a city on Lake Michigan 
between Milwaukee and Chicago.

“We narrowly missed a trag-
edy,” Patton said at a news confer-

ence Thursday afternoon.
The teen tried to enter Roos-

evelt Elementary School around 9 
a.m. Thursday with a backpack and 
a duffle bag, according to police. 
Staff members grew suspicious and 
moved to question him, but he fled.

Kenosha Unified schools were 
placed on lockdown for the rest of 
the day as police searched for the 

boy. They finally arrested him at 
his home that afternoon.

The teen attends Mahone Mid-
dle School in Kenosha and was 
a former Roosevelt Elementary 
student, police said, but they have 
not released his name. They said in 
a news release Friday that he has 
been charged with making terror-
istic threats. Kenosha County Dis-

trict Attorney Michael Graveley 
said in an email to The Associated 
Press on Friday that the boy will be 
prosecuted in juvenile court, where 
proceedings are confidential.

It was unclear Friday whether 
the boy was actually armed when he 
tried to enter the elementary school. 
Patton said investigators believe he 

Special education positions remain the hardest to fill 
in Indiana, according to the state’s job board.

(Continued on Page 10)

(Continued on Page 2)



“One of our members has 
a brother down there,” John-
loz says, “so he handled the 
distribution through three 
different churches.”

The group arrived on 
Thursday afternoon, Oct. 
31, and stayed until Sunday 
afternoon. They all bring 
their own sewing machines 
and fabric, which is often 
shared and swapped. The 
facility has a large kitchen 
and ample sleeping quarters 
for the group. Jones organiz-
es them into 3-or-4 person 
teams, each providing one 
meal during the weekend.

“It’s fun, its really a 
blast,” Johnloz says, “And 
these gals are so amazing, so 
creative in what they do.”

Johnloz is actually serv-
ing as president of both the 
Bee Happy club in Wells 
County and the Creative 
Quilters in Adams County. 
The club began as one in 
2004 but quickly grew too 
large and was split, although 
a number of members 
remain active in both clubs.

“The clubs meet once a 
month,” Johnloz explains. 
“We have a short lesson 
and do a little show-and-tell 
about what we’re working 
on.”

Johnloz also hosts a quilt-
ing event in her basement 
three of four times a year 
which is when many of the 
quilts for charity work are 
made. The quilts for veterans 
are done by individual mem-
bers in their homes through-
out the year and at the semi-
annual retreats. Some quilts 
are completed totally by 
individuals while some are 

done by teamwork.
“Some ladies enjoy the 

piecing and others prefer the 
binding,” Johnloz says. “It 
all works out.”

Making the quilts for vet-

erans is special to 
Harris, who has been work-
ing on recognizing Wells 
County veterans for a num-
ber of years. She has been 
a member of the quilting 

group since 2015.
“Anything we can do 

to honor veterans,” she 
says. “We just can’t do that 
enough.”

miller@news-banner.com
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Gifts for local veterans

Weather
Saturday, November 9, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:57 p.m. Friday)
High: 62; Low: 38; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.23  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 59. East wind 

around 10 mph. 
Tonight: Showers, mainly after 1 a.m. Low around 47. 

East wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 90%. 
New precipitation amounts between a quarter and half of an 
inch possible. 

Sunday: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. High 
near 66. South wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 
30 mph. Chance of precipitation is 90%. New precipitation 
amounts between a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Sunday Night: A 20% chance of showers before 1 a.m. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 43. West wind 10 to 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Veterans Day: Mostly sunny, with a high near 59.
Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 38.
Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 55.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 38.

Closures listed for
Veterans Day Monday

Veterans Day on Monday will close some offices for the 
day, including Wells County government. 

There is no mail delivery and The News-Banner will not 
publish Monday. The office will be open. Normal publica-
tion and office hours will resume Tuesday.

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

Age In Place Home Services Bluffton 
New Location

Age In Place Home Services Bluffton offers in home care 
for those needing assistance with Bathing, grooming, 

dressing, Medication reminders, transfers from bed to chair, 
Shopping assistance, transportation, running of errands, Meal 
preparation, homemaker services such as cleaning, laundry, 

bed linen changes, and other household tasks.

Age In Place Home Services Bluffton provides services to those 
living in Wells County and surrounding areas.

LTC Insurance plans and Medicaid Waiver accepted. 
Call today for your FREE customized service plan.

109 N. Scott St. Bluffton, In. 46714
260-824-5602

(new)! Grateful Harvest
(new)! Butterscotch Cream
(new)! French Silk (Choc.)
(new)! Choc. -Peanut Butter
(new)! Oreo
Traditional Pumpkin • 2 Crust Apple
Cherry Crumb • Sugar Cream
Lemon Meringue • Pecan Cream
Apple Cream, Caramel • Bourbon-Pecan

Sugar Free
• Pumpkin

260.622.4023
Email: ltgrdns@aol.com or
jerry@lightedgardens.com

Orders must be placed by:
Thursday, November 21 for 

Thanksgiving pickups

Wednesday, December 18 for 
Christmas pickups

Available December 1-31
(new)! Egg Nog
(new)! Candy Cane
(new)! Andes Chocolate Mint

 Pumpkin

Prices from $10.95 to $14.95
Gluten Free add $3/pie

Holiday Pies from Lighted Gardens
Fresh Baked locally In our own kitchen • No muss, no fuss ... let us do the baking!

Above, Molly Bauer of rural Bluffton 
(right) and her friend Darla Baughman 
of Fort Wayne work on their quilts 
for veterans as does Monica Gause, 
Decatur, in photo at left. This year’s 
quilts will be presented to about 17 
veterans during the Be Happy group’s 
Nov. 14 meeting.
(Photos by Mark Miller)

With 57 missions, “you remem-
ber bits and pieces of some of them,” 
he continued. On one flight, he recalls 
a particularly heavy amount of flak. 
When they returned to base, they 
began counting the number of holes in 
the plane. He does not recall the exact 
number, “but it was 40 or 50-some,” he 
shared. “But the amazing thing is that 
none of my crew was injured.” And 
even more amazingly, he added, no one 
was injured on his plane during any of 
the 57 missions, including one instance 
in which the tailgunner’s canopy — 
which they called a “greenhouse” — 
was completely destroyed by enemy 
fire but the tailgunner “didn’t get a 
scratch,” he said and they were able to 
return safely to base.

“When we got over there and I was 
assigned a plane, I drew one called 
‘Heaven Can Wait,’” which included 
a drawing of a scantily-clad, attractive 
woman below the cockpit. “I was told 
it had been a lucky plane, so I didn’t 
change a thing,” he said, and laughed.

It was years later that Young discov-
ered his unit, part of the 57th Bomber 

Wing, was the same as author Joseph 
Heller, whose fictionalized novel based 
on his experiences in World War II — 
“Catch 22” — became a best-seller, 
was made into a movie and the title 
became a cultural catch-phrase.

Another writer, Thomas Cleaver, 
had come across a Veterans Day on-
line post in 2013 by Young’s daughter 
Susan which piqued his interest. She 
had written that her father had always 
been reluctant to talk about his war 
experiences until she accompanied 
him to a reunion of his old squadron. 
He was able to track her down and 
asked for an introduction to her father, 
which ultimately resulted in “The 
Bridgebusters — The True Story of the 
‘Catch-22’ Bomb Wing.”

“Yes, I had several very long con-
versations with him,” Young recalled. 
The book begins with the author’s first 
discussions with Young and his daugh-
ter.

“Talking with Paul about his experi-
ences,” Cleaver wrote in his introduc-
tion, “it was easy to see why someone 
might not wish to relive what amount-
ed to 45 charges of the light brigade 

‘into the jaws of hell,’ each as terrify-
ing as the first.” Young’s recollections 
and comments appear no less than 
seven times in the book.

A Jay County native, Young’s 
father was a minister which meant 
they moved around the state, resulting 
in him graduating from high school 
in Evansville. He met his future wife 
during a return trip to Portland — 
he remembered her from their time 
together in first grade. He and Ruby 
raised two children. His son lives in 
South Dakota and his daughter in Fort 
Wayne. Ruby died a couple years ago 
at the age of 100.

“My family keeps growing though.” 
They were blessed, he said, with 
five grandchildren and, so far, seven 
“greats.”

After a career at McCray Refrig-
eration in Kendallville and also selling 
school supplies for a company in India-
napolis, he retired in 1986 and then, at 
the suggestion of his son’s in-laws, Ed 
and Imogene Brown, moved to River 
Terrace in 2016.

• Related Commentary, page 4
miller@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

A ‘lucky’ Bridgebuster pilot

was carrying a firearm, but the chief has 
not said whether police recovered any 
weapons or ammunition from him.

A search of his home netted several 
pellet guns that resembled real hand-
guns and a pellet rifle that resembled a 
real rifle, police said in Friday’s news 
release. The boy’s mother told inves-
tigators he didn’t have access to any 
actual firearms.

The teen told detectives he went to 
the elementary school to sell candy but 
later told a social worker he intended 
to scare students, police said.

Investigators also “have informa-
tion that the suspect performed mul-

tiple internet searches related to school 
shootings,” Patton said Thursday, add-
ing that the teen had shared videos and 
made several comments to fellow stu-
dents for weeks before Thursday.

“This is something that had been 
told to people of his growing inten-
tions,” Patton said. “We know that 
there is internet searches, and all the 
red flags that we would look for and 
expect someone to report were there.”

Police received at least one video 
of the student wielding what investiga-
tors believe is a rifle, Patton said. The 
chief played a video at a news confer-
ence Thursday that shows the student 
holding a firearm as he appears to 

practice room-entry techniques, Patton 
said. The chief did not specify when 
or where the video was filmed, but it 
appears to have been filmed in a home.

“The Kenosha Police Department 
had reason to believe the suspect had 
access to some type of firearm based 
on videos on social media and other 
witness information,” the agency said 
in Friday’s news release. “The actions 
on scene were extremely suspicious 
and the internet activity by the suspect 
suggested they had extensive research 
history related to previous school 
shootings, information on how to exe-
cute a school shooting, and specifics 
about the targeted building.”

Teen arrested
(Continued from Page 1)

Russia hits Ukraine with 
more aerial attacks as part 
of intensified campaign

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Russian missiles, bombs and 
drones battered three regions of Ukraine in targeted night-
time attacks, officials said Friday, as Russia mounts an 
intensified aerial campaign that Ukrainian officials say they 
need more Western help to counter — even as doubts deep-
en over what Kyiv can expect from a new U.S. administra-
tion.

Since the war began almost three years ago following 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of its neighbor, the Russian 
military has repeatedly used its superior air power to blast 
civilian targets across Ukraine. More than 10,000 Ukrainian 
civilians have been killed in the conflict, according to the 
United Nations.

A about 1,000 pounds glide bomb severely damaged a 
high-rise apartment building in Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-
largest city, in the middle of the night, regional Gov. Oleh 
Syniehubov said. At least 25 people, including an infant, 
were injured, he said.

Glide bombs, for which Ukraine has no effective coun-
termeasure, obliterate their targets, sending out a powerful 
shock wave and often leaving a wide crater.

In the southern city of Odesa, a Russian drone attack 
killed one person and injured nine others overnight, regional 
Gov. Oleh Kiper said.

In the capital Kyiv, falling wreckage from intercept-
ed missiles injured four people, regional Gov. Ruslan 
Kravchenko said.

In total, Russia fired 92 drones and five missiles at 
Ukraine during the night, Ukraine’s air force said. Four mis-
siles and 62 drones were intercepted, and 26 drones were 
jammed electronically, it claimed.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said his coun-
try needs more help to fight back against Russia’s military 
might, even as uncertainty deepens about what Western aid 
Ukraine can expect after Donald Trump was elected this 
week as the next U.S. president.



INCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, 4:53 p.m., 

Walmart. Citation issued for 
no valid license.

Thursday, 4:55 p.m., 800 
block of Kimberly Drive. 
Verbal dispute. Parties sepa-
rated.

Thursday, 5:01 p.m., 
904 S Main St. Two vehicle 
crash. Report to follow.

Thursday, 5:39 p.m., Air-
plane Express. Vehicle broke 
down in the roadway. Office 
helped push vehicle off the 
road and vehicle towed.

Thursday,  6  p .m. , 
Walmart. Report of theft.

Thursday, 7:29 p.m., 
Walmart. Report of theft. 
Suspect detained in office. 

Thursday, 8:09 p.m., 
1303 S Main St. Juveniles 
grabbed armful of items, 
including vapes and cigars, 
and ran out of store on foot.

Friday, 1:01 a.m., Premier 
Flats. Verbal argument. 

Friday, 10:58 a.m., Hor-
ton and Wayne streets. Cita-
tion issued for 50 in a 30 
mph zone.

Friday, 1:13 p.m., Main 
and Monroe streets. Citation 
issued for 50 in a 30 mph 
zone.

County:
Wednesday, 12:14 p.m., 

7700 E 300 S, Bluffton. 

Report of issue with neigh-
bor’s dog.

Wednesday, 3:53 p.m., 
300 W and 800 N, Markle. 
Driver cited for speeding.

Thursday, 12:03 a.m., 300 
W and 1100 N, Markle. Car 
versus deer.

Thursday, 7:08 a.m., 400 
S and 200 W, Bluffton. Car 
versus deer.

Thursday, 9:55 a.m., 
North Marzane Road and 
West 1000 N, Markle. Driv-
er cited for speeding.

Thursday, 10:16 a.m., 
North 300 W and 1000 N, 
Markle. Driver cited for 
speeding.

Thursday, 2:05 p.m., 
U.S. 224 and North 100 W, 
Uniondale. Driver cited for 
speeding.

Thursday, 3:12 p.m., 
South Main and East Wash-

ington streets, Bluffton. 
Driver cited for disregarding 
red light.

Thursday, 4:53 p.m., 
Walmart. Driver cited for no 
valid license.

Thursday, 9:48 p.m., 1100 
N 500 W, Roanoke. Subject 
requested police report for 
fraudulent bank charge.

Friday, 9:03 a.m., 300 S 
and 600 W, Liberty Center. 
Officer checked on suspi-
cious activity, subjects con-
templating drainage solu-
tions for field.

ACCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, 5:01 p.m., S.R. 

1 at Silver Street. Gabriel 
Moore, 16, Zanesville, was 
driving a 2022 Buick Envi-
sion in the center lane to turn 
left when he attempted to re-
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for 

“local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of 
record, date and place of death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location 
of calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does 
not meet the definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary pub-
lication.

Police Notebook

OBITUARIES

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready for 
Fall & Winter. 

Call and Schedule a 
Check Up Today!

CO52100004
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From our family
 to you ...
  � e Reimschisel family at 
Family Ford of Blu�  on 
hope that you will take a 
few moments at least once 
each week to spend some 
time with what really 
matters during these 
“interesting times.”    
  � is short essay is from

 — a free publication we 
would love to share with 
you. Stop in anytime. 
� ere is no cost or 
obligation.

970 N. Main St., Blu�  on
824-2300

®

Kirsten Holmberg, Our Daily Bread®, Copyright © 2024 by Our Daily Bread Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. 
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. www.odb.org/. For further distribution, please contact - permissionsdept@odb.org

Destination Recreation
Congratulations to the Donaghy fami-

ly for winning the Bluffton Parks Depart-
ment’s Virtual Costume Contest. Their 
adorable Toy Story costumes stole the 
hearts of 235 voters. We want to thank 
everyone who participated in the contest; 
we loved seeing all the creative costumes. 

We would also like to congratulate 
Mia Hall, 11, for being the first child to 
find Ralph the Roaming Turkey at 
Washington Park. Keep an eye on the 
Bluffton Parks Department’s Facebook 
page to see when Ralph will be hiding 
again in one of the city parks.

Last week was the Indiana Parks and 
Recreation Association Conference, 
where Park Departments from across the 
state gathered to learn about new trends, 
attend continuing education classes, and 
view the latest play equipment. Fortu-
nately, multiple education sessions were 
on new pools and aquatic facilities, so we 
gained valuable advice for our upcoming 
renovation. 

We are thrilled to announce that our 
department has been honored with two 
state awards this year. Rock Steady 
Boxing Bluffton won in the Inclusion 
Program of Excellence category. Rock 
Steady Boxing offers a wellness cur-
riculum for people living with Parkin-
son’s Disease who train to improve agil-
ity, speed, muscular endurance, accu-
racy, hand-eye coordination, and overall 
strength and balance. This program has 
a remarkable impact in the lives of our 
participants, offering not just physical 
training but also by building a tight-knit 
community of support. I’m so thank-
ful for the dedication of our coaches, 
Laurie Baumgartner, Amy Johnson, and 
Rich Schoenherr who develop a spirit of 
camaraderie among participants and their 
families by hosting holiday gatherings, 

support meetings, and 
fun activities above and 
beyond the curriculum. 

Additionally, we are excited to share 
that Susan Campbell was recognized 
with the prestigious Distinguished Citi-
zen of the Year Award. Over the past 22 
years, Susan’s unwavering support and 
dedication to the Bluffton Parks and Rec-
reation Board have played a pivotal role 
in the department’s remarkable growth. 
Her heart for parks is evident to everyone 
who knows her because of her constant 
promotion of the department’s programs, 
races, concerts and events. Personally, 
her words of encouragement have meant 
a great deal to me and continues to be a 
driving force to motivate our department 
to achieve new heights of success. 

We are incredibly proud to celebrate 
Susan’s enduring commitment to our 
community and the lasting legacy she has 
helped build within Bluffton’s Park sys-
tem. Our board members, like Susan, are 
the unsung heroes who guide our depart-
ment with vision and purpose, and I am 
grateful for the opportunity to recognize 
their invaluable contributions.

Thank you, Susan, for your dedication 
and the positive impact you’ve made on 
our community. We look forward to con-
tinuing this journey of growth and suc-
cess with your continued guidance and 
inspiration.

As we continue to grow and enhance 
the parks and programs that make Bluff-
ton a wonderful place to live, we want to 
thank all our residents, volunteers, and 
local partners for their continued support. 
I’m convinced that our success is a direct 
reflection of the strong sense of commu-
nity we have here. Thank you all once 
again for being part of the Bluffton Parks 
family.

Have a great week!

&News  Notes

Bluffton &Parks   Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

Leo Franklin Delano Glogas passed 
away on Nov. 6, 2024, at his residence in 
Bluffton. 

He was born a twin on Dec. 19, 1934, 
to Abraham and Rachel Glogas in Marion. 

At age two, Leo moved with his fam-
ily to the small town of Dunkirk, where 
his father started a men’s clothing store 
named after his first-born son, Leo, call-
ing it Lee’s Men’s Shop. Leo began work-
ing in the store at the age of eight dusting 
boxes, and continued to work there part 
time until he graduated from Dunkirk 
High School in 1952. Leo was a graduate 
of Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana 
with a bachelor’s degree in business and 
a certificate in Teaching. 

Upon graduation, Leo returned to Lee’s 
Men’s shop in Dunkirk to continue his 
work there and to be around the people 
and community he loved most. He soon 
purchased the shop from his father, Abie, 
who continued working with Leo. When 
Abie passed away in 1970, Leo’s brother 
Gary left his full-time position as a senior 
at Ball State University and went part-
time so that he could help Leo manage 
operations of the store during that time 
and ended up working beside Leo for 17 
years.

Besides owning Lee’s Men’s Shop, Leo 
was a regular attendee of Temple Beth El 
in Muncie, where he was a lifelong mem-
ber. He headed the Elks National Foun-
dation Scholarship Committee for many 
years which he grew substantially and 
was able to secure many winners in his 
time at the post. This role was one of his 
proudest accomplishments in the commu-
nity. 

He held numerous other leadership 
and supportive roles in committees and 
organizations while in Dunkirk. Leo spent 
his most productive years trying to help 
facilitate the development of Dunkirk into 
a well-rounded community that would 
draw in and retain working class families. 
He was a consistent visitor of Top’s Res-
taurant, visiting each morning and after-
noon to have a cup of coffee and fellow-
ship with other merchants and communi-

ty members. He was 
an avid ping pong 
player and fierce 
competitor. He also 
served as a substi-
tute teacher for the 
Jay and Delaware 
Community School 
Corporations as he 
was able and con-
tinued to substitute 
teach well into his retirement years. 

The small town of Dunkirk, Indiana was 
his pride and joy, and the people were his 
extended family. He resided in Dunkirk 
until he moved to Fort Wayne at age 78 
to live closer to his children and grand-
children. Leo passed away gracefully at 
the age of 89. 

Leo was preceded in death by his wife, 
Gwendolyn Carol Glogas, on Sept. 21, 
2017. He is survived by his twin sister, 
Ethel, of Rialto, California, and brother 
Gary of Dunkirk. He is also survived by 
his four children, Dr. Glenn Glogas (Char-
lotte Strait) of Fort Wayne, Gayle Jones 
(Rick) of Indianapolis, Greta Henry (Dave) 
of Baltimore, Dr. Geoffrey Glogas (Jaye 
Campbell) of Fort Wayne, and eight 
grandchildren, Rachel, Robert, Madeleine, 
Sean, Jacob, Shane, Ella and Maxwell. 

Leo will always be remembered for his 
love for his home community of Dunkirk. 
His legacy also includes a deep faith in 
God and a deep love for his family. He 
was an example of the power of hard 
work and being of service to others. A pri-
vate graveside memorial service for close 
family will take place at a later date. Leo’s 
family would like to thank all those who 
shared friendship with Leo throughout his 
lifetime and express a special thank you 
to everyone who took the time to visit, 
reach out to or accept a phone call or two 
from Leo during his final years of illness.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Lemler fam-
ily of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home 
in Bluffton. Friends can send online con-
dolences to the family at www.thomarich.
com.

Leo Glogas, 89

On Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, our beautiful 
little girl, Rose Ellen Marie Irwin, 8 years-
old, is now safely in the arms of Jesus. 

Rose was born on Aug. 11, 2016, in 
Whitley County. She was a very loving, 
caring, and active little girl. She didn’t 
know a stranger and always had a huge 
smile for everyone!

Rose attended Grace Fellowship Church 
in Decatur, where she loved doing the 
Missionary March and going to Sunday 
School. She loved having Jesus in her 
heart. Rose was currently a second grader 
at Bluffton-Harrison Elementary School 
and attended Lifewise Academy where 
she touched many hearts and lives.

She also attended New Life Christian 
Day Care and loved going to Bible School. 
She loved ice cream, her kitty and the col-
ors pink and purple.

She is survived by her father, Tim Irwin, 
and mother, Sue Crum of Bluffton, along 
with her grandmothers, Barbara Irwin 
and Audrey Daniels, both of Bluffton. She 
is also survived by her siblings: Joey Irwin 
of Liberty Center, Jordan Irwin of Bluff-
ton, Missy (Shawn) Velasquez, Annessa J. 
Scheibelhut of Bluffton, Alisha E. Grogg of 

Fort Wayne, Telisha 
E. Jensen of Peoria, 
Arizonia, and Fali-
sha S. (Duane) Bib-
erstein of Bluffton, 
along with many 
aunts, uncles and 
cousins.

Funeral services 
will take place at 
10:30 a.m. on Tues-
day, Nov. 12, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, 
Lemler Funeral Home in Bluffton with 
Rev. Dan York officiating. Burial will fol-
low in the Garden of Chimes at Elm Grove 
Cemetery in Bluffton.

Visitation will take place from 2-8 p.m. 
on Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, at the funeral 
home and for one hour prior to the ser-
vice.

Memorials may be made to help the 
family and directed to the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Lemler fam-
ily of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home 
in Bluffton. Friends can send online con-
dolences to the family at www.thomarich.
com.

Rose Irwin, 8

Legion Will host fish fry on Friday
The American Post Legion 111 will hold 

its monthly meal on Friday, Nov. 15, from 
4-7 p.m. 

The meal will be a fish fry with colselaw, 

french fries and dessert for $12. Carryout 
also offered. Tickets are required. Call Com-
mander George Thomas, 260-223-1247, 
with questions. 

(Continued on Page 10)
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To my neighbor: 
Please come see

me again
 A thoughtful young woman came to my 

house on Thursday. She said that she noticed 
my Harris/Walz signs in my yard, and said 
she thought that this must be a difficult week 
for me. She gave me a pot of flowers, some 
chocolates, and a container with apple frit-
ters. 

I was on a long distance phone call when 
I opened the door. She said that she was a 
neighbor, although I do not know who she is. 
She also said that she would like to talk with 
me sometime about what I think. She stat-
ed that she did not vote for Harris, but she 
was nonetheless interested in hearing how I 
thought about how I voted. 

Because I was on a phone call when she 
stopped by, I failed to ask her name or even 
adequately thank her. To be completely hon-
est, I was surprised that she stopped and 
made a specific effort to ring my bell. 

That is the purpose of this letter: if the 
young woman who stopped by my house 
sees this, please call me or stop by again so 
that I can thank you appropriately for your 
kindness and also so that we can set a time 
to get together for that discussion. I would 
very much like to talk about what we both 
think and how we both came to the decision 
to vote the way we did. 

So, my sincere hope is that she will con-
tact me again and we can have that most 
welcomed conversation. I look forward to 
hearing from her or seeing her on my front 
step again in the very near future. Discus-
sion, conversation, and hearing each other 
is precisely what this time in our country 
requires and the opportunity to share ideas is 
one I do not want to overlook or miss.

BILLY KREIGH
Bluffton

A Crispian Day salute to a special band of brothers
If my kids or 

grandkids would 
ask “What did 
you do in the Army?”, my stories, 
beyond a couple about my mundane 
work monitoring the inventory of a 
parts warehouse for a tank battalion, 
would involve anything but actions 
to defend my country when my life 
might have been in danger. I essen-
tially had a European vacation based 
in what was then West Germany.

Perhaps because of that, I have a 
special appreciation for what I call the “real veterans” 
— those who saw combat and worse. The late Gary 
Books comes to mind. Bob Buehl has made some notes 
about his time in Vietnam that I think deserve a book. 
And then 103-year-old Paul Young, whom I have come 
to know in the past couple weeks, actually has a book.

As related in a story in today’s edition, his recollec-
tions helped spur “The Bridgebusters: The True Story of 
the ‘Catch-22’ Bomb Wing.” Paul also shared with me 
a photo and a story about three men in that photo. It is a 
story that deserves our time, consideration and apprecia-
tion to mark Veterans Day.

Paul describes the picture as “my crew, although we 
never flew a combat mission together.” He explained 
that they had trained together and arrived at their 
assigned base on Corsica in October 1944 together and 
assumed they would fly together. “But you get moved 
around and ends up we never did fly as a group, but we 
served together and stayed in touch.”

We had rummaged through his closet and a dresser 
drawer to find some boxes and files. After finding the 
photo, he was looking for something else specific.

“Here it is,” he finally said. “You can borrow this. 
I think you’ll find it interesting. It’s about these three 
fellows here,” as he pointed to three men in the photo. 
“But please bring it back. It’s the only copy I have.”

Paul is not sure what year the 11-page typewrit-
ten document came to him. It is “An Account of the 
Flight of the ‘Miss Bobby’ on February 27, 1945, and 
the Subsequent Fate of Its Crew.” The seven-man crew 
included three of his buddies: Pilot Jay DeBoer, Jr., of 
Muskegon, Michigan; Engineer Bob Mitchell of Oneida, 
Illinois; and Radio Operator Charles Reagin of Cory, 
Indiana.

Their B-25, nicknamed “Miss Bobby,” was part of a 
mission to destroy railway lines near the Brenner Pass 
in the Italian Alps. Just as they were beginning their 
bombing run at about 11,500 feet, a flak round from a 
“German 88” tore through their right engine and took 
half of the right wing with it, sending the airplane into 
an immediate dive to its right, nearly flipping it over. 

DeBoer and his co-pilot man-
aged to level the plane off 
enough for the entire crew to 
bail out within about 30 sec-
onds.

“The entire crew landed 
within six miles of each other,” 
the author, Russ Head of 
Thomaston, Georgia, wrote. 
“Where you landed meant the 
difference between capture 
and escape” since there were 
detachments of German soldiers 
manning the anti-aircraft guns 
and an active group of Italian 
partisans both searching for any 
survivors.

When DeBoer hit the ground, 
“he started rolling downhill. 
A mile away, the crew’s B-25 
crashed into the valley below. 
As soon as he stopped rolling 
he heard shots ring out. He had 
been spotted by the Germans 
and quickly jumped over some 
rocks and hid under a little 
ridge. There he huddled for the 
night, safe but freezing in the 
chill of late February.”

He evaded capture for three days with no survival 
kit. On the fourth day he saw a priest; desperate, he 
took a chance and approached him. “Luckily, the priest 
accepted him as a friend rather than a foe.” While being 
hidden in the church, a German patrol arrived, at which 
time the nuns dressed DeBoer as a priest. The ruse 
worked.

DeBoer was then placed into the care of the local 
underground resistance, which took him to a farmhouse 
where he was hidden for several weeks. He was also 
assisted by “a mysterious British major” who apparently 
was the coordinator of the partisans to smuggle downed 
fliers out of Italy. DeBoer’s journey included being 
joined by three other airman, and then getting on a train 
to Switzerland which also was carrying German sol-
diers. The partisans convinced the Germans that the men 
were deaf mutes, former Italian soldiers who were suf-
fering from “shell shock.” The group eventually crossed 
over into Switzerland and were put in touch with the 
Red Cross and thus, their way home.

Charles Reagin and Bob Mitchell both suffered some 
injuries during the ordeal of the plane getting hit and 
their descent. Although Reagin was initially found by 
a father-son team of partisans, their attempt to get him 
medical attention led to his capture by a German patrol. 

His initial interrogation by the 
patrol was in a wine shop amid 
a small crowd of Italians. There 
was apparently an argument — in 
German of course — as to wheth-
er he should be shot or taken in 
for further interrogation. But just 
when it looked bleak, a group of 
officers drove up and put Reagin 
in their car.

While he was in a prison being 
interrogated, he met up with 
Mitchell, also recovering from 
his wounds. “Under repeated 
questioning, the two had to deny 
knowing one another for fear 
their captors would play one 
against the other in their efforts to 
extort information.”

The two were separated and 
sent to P.O.W. camps where they 
eventually met again and lived 
to see their camp liberated by 
American troops.

While two other members 
of the crew were also rescued 
by partisans, “the endings were 
not all happy,” Head wrote. The 

graves of Co-pilot Lucian Crutchfield and Bombardier 
Will Brooks were found in an Italian Cemetery after 
the war’s conclusion. A local man gave an eyewitness 
account of the two men being executed by a German 
patrol, with their bodies left alongside the road. After the 
Germans moved on, the witness and a local priest buried 
the Americans and marked their graves. 

In his introduction to his narrative, Mr. Head quoted 
Shakespeare’s “King Henry the Fifth,” specifically 
when the king addressed his men before the battle at 
Agincourt on St. Crispian’s Day. He had given them the 
option of a free passage home but added:

“He that outlives this day, and comes safe home,
Will stand on tiptoe when this day is named
And rouse him at the name of Crispian.
He that shall live this day and see old age,
Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbors
And say, ’Tomorrow is St. Crispian’s Day.
This story shall the good man teach his son; 
And Crispin Crispian shall ne’er go by, 
From this day to the ending of the world, 
But we in it shall be remember’d; 
We few, we happy few, we band of brothers...”
Monday is sort of like our St. Crispian’s Day. We 

salute this particular Band of Brothers.
miller@news-banner.com

Saturday’s Sub

Mark Miller

As the pilot, Paul Young is front and center of 
what he calls “his crew.” With him in the front are 
(left) Jay DeBoer and Phil Caron; he cannot recall 
the name of the man at far left standing, to his 
consternation. The other two are, from left, Bob 
Mitchel and Charles Reagin.

“This Nation will remain the land of 
the free only so long as it is the home of 
the brave.”

Elmer Davis
Reporter, Author, and Hoosier native 

This coming Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, 
marks the 70th anniversary of the official 
change from Armistice Day to Veterans 
Day. This year’s Veterans Day theme is “A 
Legacy of Loyalty and Service”.

In the aftermath of World War II and 
the Korean War, The American Legion 
led an “all Veterans Day” celebration in 
Emporia, Kansas, which was seen as the 
spark that lit the movement for November 
11th to be a day to honor every American 
who honorably served in our nation’s mili-
tary since the Revolutionary War. Follow-
ing years of national support for a change 
in the federal holiday’s name, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a proclama-
tion on Oct. 8, 1954 making Veterans Day 
the official title. 

Over 41 million Americans have served 
in the United States military since the 
American Revolution. According to latest 
figures from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, there are currently over 18 million 
United States military veterans. In Indiana 
alone there are over 300,000.

One responsibility that all Americans 
should carry is the remembrance of those 
who have made our freedom possible. 
There are citizens of Wells County that 
are veterans, friends of veterans, family of 

veterans, coworkers of 
veterans and neighbors 
of veterans. It is up to 
us to ensure that every 
veteran believes that 
his or her service to 
this country is respect-
ed by their fellow 
Americans. There are 
many tangible ways 
that we can acknowl-
edge their sacrifice, 
but the easiest 
is to simply say, 
“Thank you for 
your service to our 
country.”

With respect 
for and in recognition of the contribu-
tions the veterans of Wells County have 
made to the cause of peace and freedom 
around the world, American Legion Post 
111 proudly decorates Veterans Park Mon-
day with the symbol of freedom known 
around the world  ... our American Flag.

A parting thought. While we get ready 
for the holiday season, not everyone will 
be eating at the dining room table, sitting 
around the fireplace, or baking cookies in 
the kitchen. According to the Department 
of Defense there are 1.3 million active 
duty members of the Armed Forces sta-
tioned at home and in over 80 countries 
around the world. 

Most of them will not be able to be 
home with their families and friends for 

the holidays. 
In September our own Indiana Army 

National Guard 38th Infantry Division 
deployed approximately 600 soldiers to 
the Middle East to support Operation 
Spartan Shield. Please show them your 
support by sending cards and letters. Seek 
out churches and other organizations that 
send packages to our troops and donate to 
their project. 

Let us not forget those who have sac-
rificed being at home during the most 
wonderful time of the year so that we may 
have the freedom to celebrate the season 
in peace. And most of all, please remem-
ber them in your thoughts and prayers.

 May God bless and protect all of the 
men and women in our Armed Forces, 
may God bless our veterans and their 
families, and may God continue to bestow 
his blessings upon the United States of 
America. 

P.S.  Sunday, Nov. 10 will mark a 
significant milestone in our Country’s his-
tory. Since their founding at Philadelphia’s 
Tun Tavern in 1775, they have adapted to 
overcome the ever-evolving threats facing 
our nation and world. Steeped in history, 
purpose, tradition and pride, their princi-
pals of “honor, courage and commitment” 
have guided them for 249 years as they 
“stand proud” defending our Country. 

Happy Birthday to the United States 
Marine Corps. Semper Fi.

George Thomas is Commander of 
American Legion Post 111 in Bluffton

Veterans Day is 70 years old

George 
Thomas

Guest
 Column

Democracy lives in brightness
In the end, Kamala Harris 

was the wrong candidate with 
the wrong message at the wrong 
time. President-elect Donald 
Trump won the greatest come-
back in American political history 
— bigger than Richard Nixon’s 
1968 victory — by surviving two 
assassination attempts, a media 
that was shamelessly in the tank 
for Harris and a majority of vot-
ers who appeared tired of being 
labeled “deplorables” and “gar-
bage” by a condescending elite.

Trump has transformed the 
Republican Party from an image of a 
mostly white, big corporation-loving, 
country club, rich guy’s party, to a more 
racially diverse, working man’s party that 
the Democratic Party used to be. Trump 
peeled away a significant number of 
Black and Latino voters to win. He even 
did well in deep Blue New York City.

Harris flogged abortion as her only 
issue and Democrats, according to one 
estimate, spent half a billion dollars on TV 
ads claiming Trump would sign a national 
abortion ban. Voters apparently saw 
through the lie. Significantly, a Florida 
constitutional amendment that would have 
barred the government from involvement 
in the procedure to the point of deny-
ing parents the right to know about their 
daughter’s abortion, failed, as did a mea-
sure that would have legalized marijuana 

and made the state its chief 
dispenser.

In his relatively short (for 
him) victory speech, Trump 
said: “America has given us 
a mandate.” So, it seems with 
Republicans winning the S 
enate and likely to keep their 
House majority. Trump said 
his first act as president would 
be to “seal borders.” He also 
promised to “pay down debt.” 
He called his win “a massive 
victory of democracy,” a slap 

at The Washington Post’s slo-
gan “Democracy Dies in Darkness.” Not 
on Tuesday. It beamed in brightness as a 
record number of Americans voted.

Trump said it is “time to put the divi-
sions of the last four years behind us.” 
One hopes that wish comes true. It can 
start with a promise to cease name-calling. 
Both sides must make that promise and 
keep it. Policy is paramount and success 
will bring more unity than disparaging fel-
low Americans.

What might be another step in building 
some sort of unity is for President Biden 
to issue pardons to his son, Hunter, and 
to Donald Trump and for all cases against 
Trump to be dropped, including the New 
York political conviction of Trump on 34 
trumped-up felony charges. This would 
allow the next president to focus on 
what concerns most Americans and the 

issues on which he ran, including infla-
tion, grocery and gas prices, immigration 
and the border. What Republicans have 
rightly called “lawfare” in which someone 
(usually a Republican) is indicted as a 
political act must also end. A new attorney 
general who puts the law ahead of politi-
cal retribution will go a long way toward 
achieving that goal and restoring public 
confidence in the justice system.

The contentiousness and bitterness of 
the last four years must end if the United 
States is to make progress and dig itself 
out of the dark hole we have been in.

Kamala Harris and her party sought to 
re-shape American institutions in ways 
the public rejected. In fact, her decision to 
say little about policy (other than abortion) 
made her the stealth candidate. People 
want to know what a president stands for 
and where he (or she) plans to lead the 
country. Harris failed to articulate that 
message. Trump did.

Given the results, it was not an over-
statement (unusual for Trump) for him to 
say the election was “the day the Ameri-
can people regained control of their coun-
try.”

It was nice to see him give credit 
where credit was due, and not heap praise 
on himself. A little humility, combined 
with policy successes, will go a long way 
toward making his second term a victory 
for all Americans.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

Cal 
Thomas
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A CITY ON A HILL 
CHURCH

705 W.-900 N., 
Uniondale

9 a.m. & 10:45 - Worship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM 
LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian

blcsossian.org
9 a.m. - Divine Service. 

10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice 
of Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday 
School. 11 a.m. - Worship. 
6 p.m.  - Service.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 p.m. 
- Worship.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:45 - Sunday School.

CHRISTIAN NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 6 
p.m. - Praise & worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for 
ages 6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. 
- Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:40 a.m. - Sunday 
School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Discipleship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF OSSIAN

1001 Dehner Dr.
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL 
classes. 10:15 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/

youth & Adult Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian

www.ossianfp.church
8:45 a.m. - Sunday 

school. 10 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BIBLE
6626 Village Way, Berne

gracebibleberne.com
9 a.m. - Sunday classes. 

10 a.m. - Collective Wor-
ship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:30 - Sunday School.

KINGDOM HALL 
OF JEHOVAH’S 

WITNESSES
2803 N. Main St.

jw.org
10 a.m. - Worship.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m. 
- Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellowship. 
10:15 - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir prac-

tice. 9 a.m. - Coffee, 
donuts, conversation. 9:30 
- Worship w/infant nursery 
& children’s church. 10:45 
- Sunday School.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service 

(Children’s programs 
available).

 
LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 

- Sunday School.

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible study 
groups. 10:30 - Worship. 
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

MARKLE 
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St., 

Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10:30 - Worship.

LIVING WATER 
UNITED CHURCH

6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 

a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL 
HILL SEVENTH 

DAY ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)

8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.

webs.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School & 

Adult Bible study. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, Wor-
ship child care nurse. 10 
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Adult Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
parkccbluffton.org

10 a.m. - Connection. 11 
a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 - 

Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. 

- Fellowship. 10:15 - Sun-
day School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St. 
Suite 108, 110

riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s 
classes available during 
Sunday School & Wor-
ship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto

9 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or 
by appointment - Confes-
sions. 5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. 

- Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. 
LUTHERAN

16933 Thiele Rd. 
stmarkfw.org

8:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10 a.m. - Worship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 

10:15 - Children’s Sunday 
School.

THE CHURCH AT 
MCNATT

9221 W 800 S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fellow-
ship. 9:15 - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.

6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 
10 a.m. - Adult & Chil-
dren’s Worship.

UNIONDALE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

5867 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

 
UNIONTOWN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fellow-
ship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
205 S. Adams St., 

Monroe
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.

10 a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED 
BRETHREN 
IN CHRIST

3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.
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KNOWING TRUTH
“What is truth?”
Pilate’s question still 

echoes throughout the past 
2,000 years, but 
sadly, too many peo-
ple don’t think they 
can answer that ques-
tion.

Christians, though, 
can …

(Note: This is the 
third part in a three-
part series).

In 2021, a major 
government office 
decided to replace the word 
“women” with “birthing 
people” in its official docu-
ments. When pressed, a 
spokesperson said the gov-
ernment didn’t want to 
offend people over a “com-
plex issue.”

That same year leaders 
from a nationwide denomi-
nation pushed to formally 
welcome men and women 
who unrepentantly embraced 
sin as members, even lead-
ers, and no one at the meet-
ing outright condemned 
the idea. In fact it seems no 
one could. Like many in the 
denomination, the attendees 
didn’t think the Bible spoke 
clearly on this “disputed 
theological matter.”

What is truth?
“Who knows,” Satan 

says.
The author of confusion 

has masterfully manipulated 
statistics and soundbites, 
even theology, to convince 
people God can’t or didn’t 
speak clearly, and this fog-
like uncertainty has turned 
black and white into gray 
convictions based primarily 
on feelings.

A 2018 survey, for 
instance, reported, “Truth 
is increasingly regarded as 
something felt, or relative 
(44%), rather than some-
thing known, or absolute 
(35%).”

And this leaven has even 
turned foundational doc-
trines into mere interpre-
tations, just one of many 
understandings all equally 
valid with none exclusively 
right.

The New Testament 
writers, however, not only 
denounced sin clearly, they 
also dared to declare that 
anyone could know truth 
and keep Christ’s command-
ments, no matter their edu-
cation or formal training.

As Paul told the Corinthi-
ans, he didn’t need to present 
complex, theological argu-
ments to reach them because 

the foundational truth of the 
cross and resurrection don’t 
need such proofs to convict 
sinners and lead them to 

mercy, while even 
the least educated of 
Christians can com-
municate their sim-
ple truths through the 
power of the Spirit.

But a simple faith 
is not a shallow faith. 
Water, for instance, 
is both simple and 
deep. A man dying 
of thirst must not 

analyze its molecular com-
position to drink, but once 
satisfied he can dive deeply 
into its other unfathom-
able promises. Likewise, a 
soul dying of sin must not 
first analyze hermeneutics 
to drink of the water of life 
(Revelation 22:17), but once 
sanctified, it will dive more 
deeply into the wonders of 
truth (1 Corinthians 2:6), 
and this includes “rightly 
dividing” the Word to rec-
ognize sin (learn more about 
the promise of salvation and 
righteousness in lesson 11).

The simple faith also 
delights to discover the 
logic, science, and history 
behind the Bible because 
it delights to please God, 
who said to cast down those 
statistics, arguments, and 
“every high thing that exalt-
eth itself against the knowl-
edge of God” (2 Corinthians 
10:5).

A shallow faith, however, 
barely bothers to understand 
the implications of the cross 
or Christ’s commands. It 
uses the cross as a crutch to 
prop up a lazy, blind, and 
vague belief that produces 
soundbites and slogans, not 
godly fruit.

Satan especially seeks 
the shallow faith, challeng-
ing it on the age of the earth, 
the validity of the Bible, 
the reality of Jesus, and the 
morality of God.

And either shallow 
believers repent and learn to 
discern, or they retreat until 
they only offer the thirsty an 
unsatisfying (and unbibli-
cal) drop of vague love and 
acceptance.

“I’m a Christian,” a pro-
fessing believer once said. 
“I do believe that there is a 
higher power. I’m just not 
exactly … I don’t know how 
to say it … There’s a lot of 
stuff in the Bible that was 
written there that is kind of 
weird. I’m not sure how to 
feel about this.”

baumofchet@gmail.com

by Chet 
Baumgartner

A Joyful Noise ...

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:
• E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
• Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton
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By RYAN WALKER
Norwell’s win over Cathedral was 

smooth sailing until it got a little dicey 
toward the end of the fourth quarter Friday 
night.

The Knights (2-0) returned to The Castle 
for the first time since their state champi-
onship run, topping the Cathedral Fighting 
Irish (0-1) 53-45 in a rare matchup between 
the two schools.

Norwell, who graduated the majority of 
its players last season, did not miss a beat 
with its new unit. They lead the Irish by as 
many as 18 points in the third quarter. The 
Knights put together a quick 7-2 stretch 
to begin the second half when point guard 
Vanessa Rosswurm nailed a three just 12 
seconds in. Macie Saalfrank and Ashley 
Waldman cleaned up a pair of twos to reach 
the 14-point threshold.

A jumper and another bucket from Saa-
lfrank later, and the Knights firewall hit 18 
points with 2:55 remaining in the quarter. 
The stretch peaked at 19-1 with the Irish 
not scoring more than one free throw for 10 
straight minutes.

“I really liked the start of each quarter,” 
Norwell coach Eric Thornton said. “It was 
very good for us on both ends. We had good 
possessions offensively, and I think that 
helps us defensively as well. It’s compli-
mentary at times when we didn’t have good 
possessions offensively. You could see (us) 
getting in transition, and then (Cathedral) 
fouling, and then they’re getting things roll-
ing.”

That was until Jaeda Wilson of the Irish 
had something to say about it.

The junior guard scored 12 points for the 
Irish on her own in a row, cutting the deficit 
down to just 12 by the end of the third. She 
finished with 16 points total.

Norwell fought back to start the fourth, 
as Saalfrank hit a quick five points on a tran-
sition bucket and a triple, then Rosswurm 
added another two points off of a turnover to 
back up by 17 that rushed Irish coach Lisa 
Finn to call a timeout. But that certainly 
wasn’t it for Cathedral.

While the Knights went dry for the next 
four minutes, the Irish were swatting back. 
a 10-0 run was capitalized by Tianna Guy’s 
three-pointer that brought the lead back to 
51-38. Rosswurm hit a pair of free throws 
to weather the storm, but Cathedral would 
make three more shots with one minute to 
play.

Guy hit the second of her three-point bas-
kets in the fourth down the stretch, and the 
lead shrunk to eight with 47 seconds left. 
The Irish had another opportunity with an 
open three to trim the Knights’ lead a little 
more, but just hit the orange iron and Nor-
well dribbled the ball out to make the score 
final.

In the end, the Knights’ body of work in 
the second and third quarters prevented a 
potential collapse at the end. The Knights 
were outscored 15-11 in the final frame.

“I think that’s due to our lack of experi-
ence,” Thornton said. “I thought you saw 
that we get a little skittish and fighting our-
selves at the end. I call it wild. That’s what I 
call our kids when they do that, and they get 
a little wild.”

Rosswurm finished the game with a 
team-high 16 points on 4-15 shooting and 
hit all seven of her free throws. Saalfrank’s 
11 points were all in the second half. Ryland 
Graft picked up seven points with three 
buckets off of steals.

As a team, Norwell shot a lackluster 4-22 
despite getting open looks early.

Norwell crushed the rebounding edge 
47-27.

Rosswurm’s new role
Rosswurm’s duties on the state runner-up 

squad last season were to be an option all 
over the floor, clean up rebounds for points 
and be a pest defensively. She was terrific in 
the role, but now with several members of 
the squad graduating, Thornton needed to 
lean on her for more.

With a mostly inexperienced varsity 
team, Thornton said that around mid-June, 
he toyed with the idea that his veteran 
should give point guard a try.

Rosswurm certainly has the ball in her 
hands more often, bringing the ball up the 
floor and getting her teammates involved. 
In the first quarter, shooters from beyond the 
arc were wide-open as defenders keyed in 
on the talented junior.

“She’s so much stronger with the ball,” 
Thornton said. “She’s really played off of 
other kids, and we never really thought of 
her in that position. As the summer went 
on, we were just kind of experimenting with 
things. Well, she was very receptive to it, 
and she just kind of took a hold of it. I like 
it. I like the way it fits with the rest of our 
pieces.”

In her two games this season, Rosswurm 
is averaging 21 points per contest.

Norwell won the junior varsity game 
58-16. Mia Kurtz led the way with 22 
points, Eden Nash eight and Grace Freiburg-
er seven.

ryan@news-banner.com

NORWELL 53, CATHEDRAL 45
At Norwell

CATHEDRAL (0-1): Jaeda Wilson 4-11 7-7 16, Caroline 
Wiggins 4-7 1-2 10, Tianna Guy 3-11 0-0 9, Precious Anuka 
2-3 2-2 6, Abby Beasley 1-3 0-0 2, Maddy Watko 1-4 0-4 2, 
Reaghan Gilmore 0-0 0-0 0, Arynn Garrard 0-0 0-0 0, Tatum 
Triggs 0-3 0-2 0. TOTALS: 15-44 10-19 45.

NORWELL (1-0): Vanessa Rosswurm 4-15 7-7 16, Macie 
Saalfrank 5-8 0-0 11, Ryland Graft 3-10 0-0 7, Alivia Green 
2-3 1-2 5, Jada Dale 1-4 2-2 5, Addison Norris 1-6 1-2 3, 
Ashley Waldman 1-7 1-2 3, Larkin Smith 1-3 1-2 3, Haley 
Williamson 0-2 0-0 0, Mekynzi Beck 0-0 0-0 0, Isabella 
Swineford 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 18-58 13-17 53.

Cathedral    8    6   16   15 — 45
Norwell      15  12   15   11 — 53
Three-point FG: Norwell: 4-22 (Dale 1-2, Rosswurm 1-3, 

Saalfrank 1-4, Graft 1-4, Norris 0-3, Waldman 0-4, Smith 
0-1, Williamson 0-1), Cathedral: 5-10 (Guy 3-4, Wiggins 1-2, 
Wilson 1-3, Beasley 0-1). Rebounds: Norwell: 47 (Green 10, 
Waldman 4, Saalfrank, Rosswurm 4, Dale 4, Norris 3, Swin-
eford 2, Graft 1, Beck 1), Cathedral: 27 (Wilson 7, Beasley 
3, Anuka 3, Guy 1, Watko 1, Wiggins 1). Turnovers: Norwell: 
17, Cathedral: 18. Fouls: Norwell: 16, Cathedral: 18. Fouled 
Out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: 58-16.
Freshman: No game.

Knights beat quality Irish 
team in first home game 
since state title run

Norwell’s Ryland Graft (left) swipes away at Cathedral’s Reaghan Gilmore for one of her four 
steals and heads on a mission to the basket Friday night at The Castle. The Knights defended 
home court with 53-45 victory over the Irish. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Knights’ guard Macie Saalfrank takes an open shot in the corner during the first quarter against 
the Fighting Irish. She finished the game with a career-high 11.High School Calendar

SATURDAY,  NOV 9
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Warsaw at Nor-

well, 7:30 p.m.; Canterbury at Bluffton, 7 
p.m.; Southern Wells at Union City, 7:30 
p.m.

MONDAY, NOV 11
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, NOV 12
No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, NOV 12
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Northfield at Bluff-

ton, 7:30 p.m.; Northrop at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; 

Union Modoc at Southern Wells, 7 p.m.
THURSDAY, NOV 14
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, NOV 15
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Southern Wells at 

Lakeland Christian, 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY,  NOV 16
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at East 

Noble, 7:30 p.m.; Norwell at Northridge, 2:30 
p.m.; Southern Wells at Eastbrook, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING: (Girls only) Norwell Invitation-
al, 9 a.m.

By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Basketball Writer

LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) — Hunter 
Dickinson had 20 points for top-ranked 
Kansas, which blew a 20-point first-half 
lead against No. 9 North Carolina before 
holding on for a 92-89 victory when the Tar 
Heels’ Elliot Cadeau missed a 3-pointer as 
time expired Friday night.

Zeke Mayo had 21 points and KJ Adams 
Jr had 14 for the Jayhawks (2-0), who led 
49-29 in the first half but trailed 87-83 with 
3:28 to go. Dickinson and Mayo responded 
with a series of baskets to tie the game at 89, 
and Dickinson’s basket with 1:15 to go and 
free throw with 12 seconds remaining made 
it a three-point game.

The Tar Heels (1-1) raced up the floor, 
but Cadeau’s 3 from the wing never had a 
chance.

Seth Trimble scored 19 points to lead 
North Carolina. RJ Davis had 16 points and 
Cadeau finished with 12.

It was just the 13th matchup of the Tar 
Heels and Jayhawks, and the first since Kan-
sas rallied from a 16-point deficit to win the 
2022 national championship. The only other 
time they have met on campus was in 1960, 

when Larry Brown — who would later coach 
the Jayhawks to the 1988 title — helped the 
Tar Heels win in Allen Fieldhouse.

Kansas made a repeat seem unlikely 
when it built a 20-point first-half lead. But 
the Tar Heels trimmed the deficit in the sec-
ond half, and Jae’Lyn Withers’ 3-pointer 
gave them an 80-79 lead with 7:06 to go. 
The two bluebloods wrestled it away several 
other times before Kansas finally put the 
game away.

Takeaways
North Carolina stayed alive by getting 

to the basket and drawing fouls, ultimately 
going 28 of 31 from the line.

Kansas avoided what would have been 
the biggest blown-lead loss in school history 
while giving coach Bill Self his 590th win 
at the school, matching Phog Allen’s record.

KEY MOMENT
Dickinson’s basket inside with 1:15 left 

gave Kansas the lead, and the All-American 
center’s free throw forced North Carolina 
into needing a 3-pointer to tie the game.

UP NEXT
North Carolina plays American next 

Friday night. The Jayhawks play Michigan 
State on Tuesday night in Atlanta.

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

AVONDALE, Ariz. (AP) — NASCAR 
President Steve Phelps defended the four 
drivers racing for the Cup Series champi-
onship this weekend — even though others 
had better statistics than the finalists — as 
well as the playoff system itself in Friday’s 
annual State of the Sport address.

Reigning champion Ryan Blaney, Team 
Penske teammate Joey Logano, Daytona 
500 winner William Byron of Hendrick 
Motorsports and regular-season champion 
Tyler Reddick of 23XI Racing will race for 
the title Sunday in the winner-take-all-finale 
at Phoenix Raceway.

Phelps admitted NASCAR has heard fan 
backlash that the most deserving drivers 
were eliminated from the title-deciding race, 
including Kyle Larson, who led the Cup 
Series with six wins this season, and Chris-
topher Bell, who was outstanding in the 
third round of the playoffs but disqualified 
for riding the wall last week at Martinsville 
Speedway in a move deemed to be a safety 
violation.

That gave the final berth to Byron on 
points after Logano, Reddick and Blaney 
all won races to earn automatic spots in the 
finale. Among those eliminated were Chase 
Elliott and Denny Hamlin.

“There’s a lot of chatter around the four 
that are competing on Sunday. Heard some 
words like, ‘they’re not deserving, you’ve 
got the wrong drivers, two, three, four driv-
ers,’” Phelps said. “All our drivers knew the 
format. All four of these drivers deserve to 
be here — full stop.”

Logano was eliminated from the play-

offs following the second round but was 
reinstated when Alex Bowman’s car failed 
post-race inspection following an elimina-
tion race. He will try to become the only 
active three-time champion in NASCAR’s 
top series.

He will be up against Blaney, who with 
Logano will try to win a third consecutive 
Cup title for team owner Roger Penske and 
Ford. Reddick didn’t have the best playoffs 
but used a last-corner pass at Homestead-
Miami Speedway to win and put the team 
co-owned by Michael Jordan and Hamlin 
into the championship for the first time in 
team history.

Byron earned his way in on points once 
Bell’s move was deemed illegal.

Penalties aplenty
NASCAR this week issued $600,000 

in fines and suspended nine team mem-
bers from three organizations over race 
manipulation last weekend at Martinsville 
Speedway that chief operating officer Steve 
O’Donnell said the sanctioning body found 
completely out of line.

NASCAR penalized 23XI Racing for 
running interference for fellow Toyota driv-
er Bell, while Chevrolet teams Trackhouse 
Racing and Richard Childress Racing were 
penalized for helping Byron.

“I would argue before what we saw, one 
of the best races we’ve seen in the playoffs, 
and it’s unbelievable that we’re sitting here 
talking about this topic,” O’Donnell said. 
“I’ll probably get in trouble for saying this, 
but I’ll say it anyway .... what I saw in Mar-
tinsville pissed me off, and it pissed every-
one off at NASCAR because we all know 
better, and we know what happens.”

NASCAR defends drivers in Cup 
Series title race, officiating and 
playoffs as final weekend arrives

No. 1 Kansas blows 20-point 
first-half lead, holds on to 
beat No. 9 North Carolina

By MARK AMBROGI 
Associated Press

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. (AP) — 
Fletcher Loyer scored 16 points and Trey 
Kaufman-Renn had 14 to lead No. 14 Pur-
due to a 72-50 rout of Northern Kentucky 
on Friday night.

Braden Smith added 11 points and seven 
assists for the Boilermakers (2-0). Caleb 
Furst scored eight off the bench.

No one reached double figures for the 
Norse (0-2). Trey Robinson, Sam Vinson 
and Keeyan Itejere each had eight points.

The Boilermakers used a 12-0 spurt to take 
an 18-4 lead in the opening half. However, a 

nearly six-minute scoring drought kept Pur-
due from pulling away early. The Boilermak-
ers settled for a 37-24 halftime lead.

In the first minute of the game, Pur-
due freshman center Daniel Jacobsen, who 
scored 13 points in the season opener, fell 
and needed to be helped to the bench. He 
was able to walk to the locker room and 
returned to the bench with ice on his shin, 
but did not play again.

Boilermakers coach Matt Painter said 
Jacobsen sustained a lower leg injury and 
will have an MRI on Saturday.

UP NEXT
Purdue: Will host Yale on Monday.

Loyer and Kaufman-Renn 
lead No. 14 Purdue past NKU



FOOTBALL
High School

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

Friday’s Scores
IHSAA Sectional
Championship

Class 6A
Section 1
Crown Point 35, Penn 0
Section 2
Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 21, Ft. Wayne 
Snider 10
Section 3
Westfield 35, Zionsville 13
Section 4
Fishers 44, Hamilton Southeastern 
41
Section 5
Brownsburg 38, Indpls Ben Davis 
35
Section 6
Lawrence North 24, Indpls Cathe-
dral 7
Section 7
Warren Central 48, Indpls Perry 
Meridian 3
Section 8
Center Grove 52, Franklin Central 
14

Class 5A
Section 9
Merrillville 55, Hammond Morton 14
Section 10
Valparaiso 28, Chesterton 21
Section 11
Warsaw 31, Concord 28
Section 12
Lafayette Jeff 45, Kokomo 14
Section 13
Decatur Central 35, Plainfield 7
Section 14
E. Central 21, Franklin 0
Section 15
Bloomington South 27, Bloomington 
North 3
Section 16
Castle 31, Evansville North 21

Class 4A
Section 17
New Prairie 35, Hanover Central 23
Section 18
Mishawaka 22, NorthWood 21
Section 19
E. Noble 19, Ft. Wayne Dwenger 0
Section 20
Huntington North 31, Lebanon 28, 
OT
Section 21
New Palestine 41, Pendleton Hts. 7
Section 22
Indpls Chatard 28, Indpls Roncalli 
24
Section 23
Martinsville 35, Greenwood 31
Section 24
Evansville Reitz 35, Boonville 6

Class 3A
Section 25
Knox 12, Mishawaka Marian 0
Section 26
Garrett 21, W. Noble 20
Section 27
Maconaquah 17, W. Lafayette 14
Section 28
Ft. Wayne Luers 34, Mississinewa 
28
Section 29
Tri-West 21, Guerin Catholic High 
School 12
Section 30
Batesville 21, Lawrenceburg 7
Section 31
N. Harrison 8, Madison 7
Section 32
Heritage Hills 38, Evansville Memo-
rial 24

Class 2A
Section 33
Andrean 35, Bremen 0
Section 34
Lafayette Central Catholic High 
School 60, N. Montgomery 6
Section 35
Adams Central 41, Eastside 19
Section 36
Eastern (Greentown) 21, Tipton 15
Section 37
Indpls Lutheran 31, Monrovia 6
Section 38
Lapel 27, Triton Central 17
Section 39
Linton 42, Greencastle 39
Section 40
Brownstown 49, Tell City 3

Class 1A
Section 41
N. Judson 44, LaVille 18
Section 42
Taylor 28, Pioneer 6
Section 43
N. Miami 28, Triton 21
Section 44
S. Adams 43, Madison-Grant 36
Section 45
S. Putnam 44, Riverton Parke 6
Section 46
Sheridan 42, Cloverdale 14
Section 47
Milan 24, N. Decatur 17
Section 48
Providence 51, N. Daviess 6

NFL
Thursday’s Games

N.Y. Jets 21, Houston 13
Thursday, Nov. 7

Baltimore 35, Cincinnati 34
Sunday, Nov. 10

N.Y. Giants vs Carolina at Munich, 
DEU, 9:30 a.m.

Atlanta at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Denver at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
New England at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Washington, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at L.A. Chargers, 4:05 

p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Sunday Night Football: Detroit at 

Houston, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Cleveland, Las Vegas, Green 

Bay, Seattle
Monday, Nov. 11

Monday Night Football: Miami at 
L.A. Rams, 8:15 p.m.

BASKETBALL
High School

Friday’s Girls Scores
Alexandria 60, Cowan 10
Austin 65, S. Ripley 31
Borden 59, Eastern (Pekin) 45
Cascade 60, Terre Haute South 38
Crothersville 49, Bloomington Light-

house 45
Culver Academy 48, Wabash 47
Daleville 73, Muncie Burris 36
DeKalb 43, Lakeland (IN) 27
Edinburgh 59, Hauser 55
Evansville Harrison 47, Mt. Vernon 

(Posey) 20
Fountain Central 51, Frankfort 14
Franklin Co. 63, Rising Sun 27
Greensburg 81, Jac-Cen-Del 23
Indpls Herron 48, Indiana Deaf 32
Mooresville 45, Bedford N. Law-

rence 39
N. Central (Farmersburg) 80, Clay 

City 21
New Washington 63, Christian 

Academy of Madison 44
Norwell 53, Indpls Cathedral 45
Oak Hill 55, Peru 29
S. Bend St. Joseph’s 63, Hammond 

Noll 48
Washington 57, N. Knox 51
Wood Memorial 43, Perry Central 

35

NBA
Thursday’s Games

Minnesota 135, Chicago 119
San Antonio 118, Portland 105
Milwaukee 123, Utah 100
Friday’s Games
Orlando 115, New Orleans 88
Charlotte 103, Indiana 83
Detroit 122, Atlanta 121
New York 116, Milwaukee 94
Cleveland 136, Golden State 117
Phoenix 114, Dallas 113

Boston 108, Brooklyn 104, OT
Oklahoma City 126, Houston 107
Memphis 128, Washington 104
Denver 135, Miami 122
Minnesota 127, Portland 102
L.A. Clippers at Sacramento, late
Philadelphia at L.A. Lakers, late

Saturday’s Games
Utah at San Antonio, 5 p.m.
Brooklyn at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Toronto at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Houston at Detroit, 3 p.m.
Boston at Milwaukee, 3:30 p.m.
New York at Indiana, 5 p.m.
Washington at Orlando, 6 p.m.
Charlotte at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Golden State at Oklahoma City, 7 

p.m.
Miami at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Denver, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Phoenix, 8 p.m.
Memphis at Portland, 9 p.m.
Toronto at L.A. Lakers, 9:30 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Brooklyn at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Cleveland at Chicago, 8 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Oklahoma City, 8 

p.m.
Sacramento at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Washington at Houston, 8 p.m.

College
Men’s scores
Friday, Nov. 8

EAST
Buffalo 87, Fredonia St. 78
Maryland 86, Mount St. Mary’s 52
Navy 85, Harvard 80
Penn St. 103, UMBC 54
Pittsburgh 83, Murray St. 68
Temple 103, Monmouth (NJ) 74
VCU 80, Boston College 55
Villanova 91, NJIT 54
West Virginia 75, UMass 69

SOUTH
Alabama 88, Arkansas St. 79
Clemson 88, St. Francis (Pa.) 62
Duke 100, Army 58
E. Kentucky 82, ETSU 78
FAU 99, Coastal Georgia 49
Furman 76, Belmont 74
Gardner-Webb 88, NC Central 82
Mississippi 66, Grambling St. 64
Mississippi St. 101, Georgia St. 66
NC State 81, Presbyterian 72
Queens (NC) 67, W. Carolina 54
Radford 89, William & Mary 77
South Carolina 86, SC State 64
UCF 75, Fort Wayne 68
Virginia Tech 93, SC-Upstate 74

MIDWEST
Akron 88, Ohio Wesleyan 57
Austin Peay 68, Butler 66
Ball St. 87, Franklin 60
Cincinnati 83, Morehead St. 56
Davidson 91, Bowling Green 85
E. Michigan 83, Siena Heights 58
Ill.-Chicago 91, Yale 79
Illinois 90, SIU-Edwardsville 58
Kansas 92, North Carolina 89
Kent St. 98, Miami-Hamilton 53
Missouri 77, Howard 62
Oral Roberts 105, Ambassadors 49
Purdue 72, N. Kentucky 50
S. Illinois 86, Missouri S&T 64
St. Thomas (MN) 90, Green Bay 76
Valparaiso 111, Concordia (MI) 46
Xavier 94, IUPUI 80

SOUTHWEST
Incarnate Word 97, Southwestern 

(Texas) 53
TCU 67, Florida Gulf Coast 51
Texas 90, Houston Christian 59
Texas A&M 87, Texas A&M Com-

merce 55
FAR WEST

Arizona St. 81, Santa Clara 74
Denver 97, W. Colorado 80
N. Arizona 115, SW Assemblies 67
Stanford 80, Cal St.-Fullerton 53

Women’s scores
Friday, Nov. 8

EAST
Buffalo 123, Buffalo St. 44
Penn 64, Merrimack 52

St. John’s 67, LIU Brooklyn 50
SOUTH

Auburn 128, Va.-Lynchburg 36
Georgia 61, Houston 47
Georgia Tech 67, Georgia St. 47
LSU 95, Northwestern St. 36
Louisville 75, S. Indiana 51
Vanderbilt 93, Austin Peay 37

MIDWEST
Ball St. 89, IUPUI 63
Dayton 79, Delaware St. 44
Detroit 73, Bowling Green 66
Michigan 86, Lehigh 55
Michigan St. 100, Yale 44
Minnesota 74, Vermont 52
North Dakota 66, E. Illinois 63
Oakland 95, Cougars 51
S. Dakota St. 76, Creighton 71
Youngstown St. 95, Lake Erie 39

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas 84, Texas A&M Commerce 

65
Oklahoma 95, Virginia 51

FAR WEST
Air Force 73, South Dakota 66
Colorado St. 65, Oregon St. 59
Nevada 70, Bushnell 48

HOCKEY
NHL

Thursday’s Games
Carolina 5, Pittsburgh 1
New Jersey 5, Montreal 3
N.Y. Islanders 4, Ottawa 2
Buffalo 6, N.Y. Rangers 1

Florida 6, Nashville 2
Boston 4, Calgary 3, OT
Philadelphia 2, Tampa Bay 1, SO
Dallas 3, Chicago 1
Winnipeg 1, Colorado 0
Utah 4, St. Louis 2
Vancouver 4, Los Angeles 2
Minnesota 5, San Jose 2

Friday’s Games
Toronto 3, Detroit 1
Pittsburgh 4, Washington 2
Minnesota at Anaheim, late
Vegas at Seattle, late

Saturday’s Games
Calgary at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Dallas at Winnipeg, 3 p.m.
Philadelphia at Florida, 6 p.m.
Montreal at Toronto, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Boston, 7 p.m.
Washington at St. Louis, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 

p.m.
Utah at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Carolina at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Columbus at Los Angeles, 9 p.m.
Edmonton at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Minnesota at Chicago, 7 p.m.
San Jose at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Anaheim, 8 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Montreal at Buffalo, 12:30 p.m.
Dallas at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Calgary, 8:30 p.m.
Nashville at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Carolina at Vegas, 10 p.m.
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Am I to blame for my 
in-laws’ family drift?

Dear Annie: I find myself questioning 
everything. I grew up in a very dysfunc-
tional home. I have known this since I 
was 13, living on the streets and trying 
to figure out life. 

As an adult, my goal has been to not 
push my childhood trauma onto my rela-
tionships. I have been married to my 
amazing husband for almost 20 years. 
Together we share three children. 

My question starts with this. Two 
years ago, during a family outing, my 
husband’s only sister told me the only 
reason she and I have a relationship is 
because I invite her to things. During 
this same trip, she told me my stillborn 
babies “do not count,” but her stillborn 
and miscarried babies do. 

As I spoke with my husband about 
this, he suggested I look at the last six 
months of our communication, of which 
more than 90 percent was initiated by 
me. All holiday gatherings were planned 
by me or I started asking what the plans 
were, which prompted someone else to 
plan them. My prompts were always 
within two weeks of the holiday. 

Because of this sudden revelation, I 
decided I would reduce communication. 
I limited myself to communicating once 
a month with each of his family mem-
bers. Now the family doesn’t get togeth-
er anymore. They rarely chat, and when 
they do get together, there is massive 
tension or only half the family is invited 
because someone forgot about the other 
half. 

I have major guilt because I feel like 
this is my fault. My logical side tells me 
this is the way their family would have 
been anyway had I not been involved 
with my husband at all. My questions 
are these: Are the now poor family con-
nections my in-laws exhibit my fault 
since I was always in charge the last 20 
years? Did my trauma from the past and 
the very healthy choice to cut contact 
with my family cause this?

Outside of recognizing that I tend 

to overanalyze 
due to my past 
and plan every-
thing (I’m used to 
needing to know 
where I will be 
eating and sleep-
ing for the night) 
or that I am frus-
trated at the lack 
of support for my 
stillborn children 
and my husband’s family’s poor efforts 
to have a relationship, did I do some-
thing wrong here? How can I fix this?

My husband doesn’t want to asso-
ciate with his family because of toxic 
behavior he doesn’t want to be around, 
like constant gossiping and using harsh 
words, his father’s poor treatment 
toward his mother, etc. I guess really 
my question is, what are my obligations 
here? — Reluctant Family Coordinator

Dear Reluctant: You’ve done abso-
lutely nothing wrong and are not to 
blame for the poor family dynamics at 
play here. It’s exhausting being the glue 
that holds everything together; in this 
case, making sure your husband’s family 
actually treats one another like family. 
In a healthy family structure, they would 
WANT to have strong relationships, with 
each other and with you. On top of that, 
your sister-in-law’s dismissive com-
ments about your past pregnancies are 
extremely hurtful. These people have 
been fortunate to have someone like you 
to bring them together, but it’s not your 
job to continue to do so. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS
Repugnant egotism is 

repulsive to man and God
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WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Music, 
Moments 

Let's Take 
It Outside 

A Fishing 
Story 

Life's 
Highway 

Twin 
Factor 

Off the Co Divine Sue Thomas F.B.Eye Founda-
tion 

Huckabee Life Game 
Changer 

The News on Merit 
Street 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(3:30) College Football Teams TBA All the action 
from NCAA college football. (L) (N) 

Postgame
(L) (N) 

Paid Prog. Family Film and TV 
Awards (N) 

48 Hours (N) 48 Hours (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) The Equalizer 
"Justified" 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Law & Order: SVU 
"True Believers" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Russian Brides" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Educated Guess" 

Law-SVU "Gimme 
Shelter -- Part 2" 

Law & Order: SVU "The 
One You Feed" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Mirror Effect" 

Law & Order: SVU "The 
Steps We Cannot Take" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Breakwater" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
(3:30) College Football Georgia at Ole 
Miss (L) (N) 

Studio (L)
(N) 

Studio (L)
(N) 

College Football Alabama at LSU From Tiger Stadium in Baton Rouge, La. (L) (N) ABC21 (N) Investig-
ateTV+ 

Seinfeld Mod Fam 
"Integrity" 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
(3:30) Volleyball Penn 
State at Wisconsin (L) (N) 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Notre 
Dame (N) 

College Football Florida State at Notre Dame From Notre Dame Stadium in South Bend, 
Ind. (L) (N) 

News (N) Saturday Night Live (L) (N)

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
World Chase Tag Chicago Fire "Ignite on 

Contact" 
Chicago Fire "An Even 
Bigger Surprise" 

9-1-1 "Crash & Learn" The Rookie "Labor Day" Suits "She's Mine" Murdoch "Murdoch at 
the End of the World" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Smut" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
(3:30) College Football San Jose State at Oregon 
State From Reser Stadium in Corvallis, Ore. (L) (N) 

NASCAR
(L) (N) 

NASCAR Xfinity Racing Series NASCAR Xfinity Series Championship From 
Phoenix Raceway in Avondale, Ariz. (L) (N) 

College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college 
football. (L) (N) 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Weekend 
(N) 

Plan Antiques Roadshow L. Welk "Morning-Noon-
Night (Otwell Twins)" 

Doc Martin "From the 
Mouths of Babes" 

Keep-
Appear 

As Time 
Goes By 

Recorded Live "The 
War & Treaty" 

Austin City Limits
"Wynonna" (N) 

<+++ Life With 
Father William Powell. 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
(4:00) 
Masters 

American 
Woodshop 

Weekend 
(N) 

Joy/Pain-
ting 

Woodsongs Koo Hoot The Eyes The story of World War II's final months 
in Europe is told through music & personal stories. 

Caverns Austin City Limits
"Wynonna" (N) 

NOVA "Decoding the 
Universe: Quantum" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
(4:00) College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA 
college football. (L) (N) 

Extra (L)
(N) 

College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college football. (L) (N) The Floor "High Risk, 
High Reward?" 

TBA

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < Abducted at an 
HBCU: A Black Girl Mis... 

< Buried Alive & Survived (2024, Crime Story)
Tyler Lepley, Christie Leverette, Eva Marcille. 

< Searching for a Serial Killer: The Regina 
Smith Story (‘24) Blair Penner, Karrueche Tran. (P) 

(:05) < Terry McMillan Presents: Forever (‘24, 
Rom) Meagan Good, Chloe Elise Ellis, Taye Diggs. 

< Searching for a Serial 
Killer: Regina Smith St... 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <+++ Black Widow Scarlett Johansson. <+++ Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (‘21) Simu Liu. <++ Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<++ The Upside (2017, Comedy Drama) Bryan Cranston, Nicole Kidman,
Kevin Hart. 

<++ Ride Along (2014, Comedy) Kevin Hart, John 
Leguizamo, Ice Cube. 

<++ Ride Along (2014, Comedy) Kevin Hart, John 
Leguizamo, Ice Cube. 

<++ The Upside (‘17) 
Kevin Hart. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Yellowstone "All I See 
Is You" 

Yellowstone "Winning or Learning" Yellowstone "Under a 
Blanket of Red" 

Yellowstone "I Want to Be Him" Yellowstone "Keep the 
Wolves Close" 

Yellowst. "No Kindness 
for the Coward" 

Yellowstone "No Such 
Thing as Fair" 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
(3:30) College Football (L) (N) Scoreb-

oard (L) (N)
College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college football. (L)
(N) 

Scoreboard (L) (N) /(:15) College Football BYU at Utah From Rice-Eccles 
Stadium in Salt Lake City. (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 (3:30) Football Army at North Texas Scoreboard College Football Teams TBA (L) (N) Scoreboard /(:15) College Football UC Davis at Montana (L) (N)

FSMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) AU Pro Volleyball Football Pregame

(L) (N) 
NHL Hockey Washington Capitals at St. Louis Blues From 
Enterprise Center in Saint Louis, Mo. (L) (N) 

Blues Live! Post Game Review of the Blues game; analysis and 
highlights. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey

USA  34 133 105 242 
NASCAR NASCAR Cup Series 
Championship, Qualifying (L) (N) 

Scare 
Tactics 

9-1-1 "Animal Instincts" 9-1-1 "In a Flash" 9-1-1 "Love Is in the 
Air" 

9-1-1 "Pay It Forward" 9-1-1 "Abandon Ships" 9-1-1 "Rock the Boat" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition "Cracking 
the D.B. Cooper Case" 

Expedition "Captain 
Morgan's Lost Gold" 

Expedition Unknown
"Dillinger's Lost Loot" 

Expedition "Donner 
Party Horror and Heroes"

Expedition "Dalton 
Gang's Outlaw Fortune" 

Expedition "America's 
First Train Robbers" 

Expedition "Butch 
Cassidy's Lost Loot" 

Expedition "Donner 
Party Horror and Heroes" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé 1000-Lb. Best Friends 1000-Lb. Best Friends 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day "Donna Mia" 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé: Other 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens "Secrets 
of the Star Ancestors" 

Ancient Aliens "Alien 
Air Force" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Mysteries of Alaska" 

UnBelievable "Bizarre 
Deaths" 

UnBelievable "Surviving 
the Impossible" 

(:05) UnBelievable
"Superhumans" 

(:05) UnBelievable
"Unusual Rituals" 

(:05) UnBelievable 
"Bizarre Deaths" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage (:05) Storage (:35) Storage (:05) Storage (:35) Storage 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < One Royal 
Holiday Laura Osnes. 

< Trivia at St. Nick's (2024, Comedy) Tammin 
Sursok, Brian McCarthy, Brant Daugherty. 

< Santa Tell Me (2024, Romance) Daniel Lissing,
Christopher Russell, Erin Krakow. (P) 

< Holiday Mismatch (2024, Romance) Beth 
Broderick, Jon McLaren, Caroline Rhea. 

< Rescuing Christmas 
(‘23) Rachael Leigh Cook. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:00) <++ Fast Five 
(‘11) Vin Diesel. 

<++ Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin 
Diesel. 

<++ The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (2012, Fantasy) Martin Freeman, Richard 
Armitage, Ian McKellen. 

< Golden 
Compass 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Movie (:45) <++ Office Christmas Party (‘16) Jason Bateman. <++ Four Christmases (‘08) Vince Vaughn. <++ Office Christmas Party Jason Bateman. < Charlie & the Chocol... 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
<+++ Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (2016, Sci-Fi) Diego Luna, Alan 
Tudyk, Felicity Jones. 

Collision Exciting matches, stories and action 
featuring the world-class All Elite Wrestling roster. 

<+++ Django Unchained (2012, Western) Christoph Waltz, Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Jamie Foxx. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(2:00) <+++ 
Interstellar 

<++ National Treasure (2004, Adventure) Diane Kruger, Justin Bartha,
Nicolas Cage. 

<++ National Treasure: Book of Secrets (2007, Action) Jon Voight,
Harvey Keitel, Nicolas Cage. 

To Be Announced 

COM  47  107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office <++ The Longest Yard

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(3:30) College Football Teams TBA All the action 
from NCAA college football. (L) (N) 

College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college 
football. (L) (N) 

(:45) College Football Fresno State at Air Force From Falcon Stadium in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. (L) (N) 

WGN  53   307 NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Reveille" NCIS "See No Evil" NCIS NCIS "Vanished" NCIS "Lt. Jane Doe" NCIS "The Bone Yard" NCIS "Terminal Leave" NCIS "Call of Silence" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Championship "Holiday Rush" Holiday Baking "Happy Holiday Getaways" Baking "Holiday Rush" 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 (3:30) < Bourne Suprem... <+++ The Bourne Ultimatum (‘07) Julia Stiles, Matt Damon. <+++ The Bourne Identity (‘02) Matt Damon. <+++ The Bourne Supremacy Matt Damon. 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob <++ Hotel Transylvania (‘12) Adam Sandler. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City < Dr. Seuss' Horton Hears a Who! Place Place ZOMBIES ZOMBIES ZOMBIES Big City Big City 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:45) <++ Cars 2 (‘11) 
Owen Wilson. 

(:20) <++ Cars 3 (2017, Animated) Voices of Cristela Alonzo,
Armie Hammer, Owen Wilson. 

(:50) <++ Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000, Children)
Jeffrey Tambor, Christine Baranski, Jim Carrey. 

<+++ Casper (‘95) Bill Pullman, 
Cathy Moriarty, Christina Ricci. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:35) The 
Penguin 

(:25) The 
Franchise 

(:55) It' (:25) <+++ It Comes at Night (‘17)
Christopher Abbott, Joel Edgerton. 

<+++ Unstoppable (‘10) Chris 
Pine, Denzel Washington. 

(:40) The Penguin The 
Franchise 

It' (:25) <++ Trap (‘24) Ariel Donoghue, 
Saleka Shyamalan, Josh Hartnett. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:35) <++ Fever Pitch 
(‘05) Drew Barrymore. 

(:20) <+++ 50/50 (2011, Comedy Drama) Seth 
Rogen, Anna Kendrick, Joseph Gordon-Levitt. 

<++ Ted 2 (2015, Comedy) Seth MacFarlane,
Amanda Seyfried, Mark Wahlberg. 

(:55) <+++ Forgetting Sarah 
Marshall (‘08) Jason Segel. 

(:45) <++ D...: The Musical (‘23) 
Nathan Lane, Megan Mullally. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:30) <+++ Good Will Hunting 
(‘97) Robin Williams, Matt Damon. (P) 

(:40) <+++ We Were Soldiers (2002, War) Madeleine Stowe,
Greg Kinnear, Mel Gibson. 

<+++ Inglourious Basterds (2009, War) Mélanie Laurent,
Christoph Waltz, Brad Pitt. 

(:35) < The Girl in the Pool (‘24) 
Monica Potter, Freddie Prinze Jr.. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:05) <++ El Chicano 
(‘18) Raul Castillo. 

<+++ The Lincoln Lawyer (‘11, Thriller) Marisa 
Tomei, Ryan Phillippe, Matthew McConaughey. 

<+++ The Curious Case of Benjamin Button (2008, Fantasy) Cate 
Blanchett, Taraji P. Henson, Brad Pitt. 

<+++ Magnolia (1999, Drama) Julianne Moore, 
Tom Cruise, Jason Robards. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: My mother 
always taught me to have 
pride in myself and behave 
properly. I’m now an adult 
and while we live in an 
egotistical society, my 
mother’s words haunt me. 
They seem to be contradic-
tory and give way to the 
“me-ism” in our world 
today. Yet my mother was a 
wise woman and a ground-
ed student of Scripture. 
I must not be connect-
ing with her admonition, 
because she would not 
teach something against 
Scripture when it says, 
“The Lord detests pride.” 
– P.M.

Answer: There is noth-
ing wrong with having a 
healthy self-respect or a 
legitimate sense of per-
sonal dignity. The pride 

that God loathes is the 
haughty, undue self-
esteem out of all pro-
portion to our actual 

worth. It is the repugnant 
egotism that is repulsive 
to both man and God. It 
is that revolting conceit 
that swaggers before men 
and struts in the presence 
of the Almighty. And God 
hates it.

Pride may take vari-
ous forms. Spiritual pride 
trusts in one’s own virtue 
rather than in the grace 
of God. Intellectual pride 
gives its possessor self-
confidence rather than 
God- confidence. Pride in 
material things enthrones 
self and displaces God; 
secondary things are 
exalted to the place of first 
importance. Social pride 
manifests itself in arro-
gance and status. All forms 
of pride emanate from the 
haughty human heart, and 

pride is the sin that God 
hates most.

What can we do about 
it? Sinful pride must 
be confessed. We must 
humble ourselves in the 
sight of God. Look then 
at Christ, who humbled 
Himself and became obe-
dient to death – even death 
on a cross (see Philippians 
2:8)! We live in a world 
that encourages pride in a 
person and misunderstands 
and mocks humility. We 
know that every good and 
perfect gift comes from 
the Lord. We can pray and 
choose the way of humility 
over pride.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

Notice

Vehicles
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

LOOKING TO HIRE full or part
time for general carpenter.
Must have reliable transporta-
tion, general construction
knowledge, and own tools.
Call Scott at 260-353-9339.

LOOKING FOR DRIVER to
haul Amish, some evenings
and weekends. Call (260)
223-4835.

For Sale
Hot Deals!

HOUSE FOR SALE OPEN
HOUSE on Sunday, Novem-
ber 10th from 1-3 pm.
419 Wabash St. Bluffton, IN
46714
Lovely well maintained 1 and
1/2 story 3-bedroom and 2-
bath home with an attached 2-
car garage located in the heart
of Bluffton. This home has a
newer furnace, heat pump,
water heater, and garage
doors, and some new win-
dows, clean and freshly paint-
ed. Come and make it yours
today! $220,000.00
260-519-1430
Billie.Shively@exprealty.com
https://billieshively.exprealty.co
m/

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery Numbers

C L A S S I F I E D S SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2024 • The News-Banner • Page 9

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 09-10-18-19-

23
Cash4Life — 10-11-15-

32-52, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

01-1013-20-22-24-29-35-
38-44-51-52-53-55-62-67-
68-71-77-78, BE: 44

Daily Three-Midday — 
00-02-09, SB: 03

Daily Three-Evening — 
04-00-06, SB: 09

Daily Four-Midday — 
06-05-09-08, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening — 
07-06-01-03, SB: 09

Quick Draw Evening 
— 01-02-06-17-19-24-27-
32-34-40-42-43-44-55-56-
61-67-68-69-75, BE: 42

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $28.7 million

Mega Millions
25-28-42-64-69, Mega 

Ball: 19, Megaplier: 3X
Powerball

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $92 million

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Dec. deadline is Tues., Nov. 21!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is
Tues., Oct. 22!

Dec. deadline is
Tues., Nov. 21!

Nov. deadline is
Tues., Oct. 22!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is 
Tues., Oct. 22!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

A��rne� 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN 46777

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 
Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

Public Notices

SUDOKU ANSWER

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of 

a decree to me directed from the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Wells 
County, Indiana, in Cause No. 
90D01-2312-MF-000035 wherein 
PHH Mortgage Corporation was 
Plaintiff, and Shanden Sliger; 
Alfred D. Albers, Jr. were Defen-
dants, requiring me to make the 
sum as provided for in said Decree 
with interest and cost, I will expose 
at public sale to the highest bid-
der, on the 11th day of December, 
2024, at the hour of 1:00 PM or as 
soon thereafter as is possible, at 
Courthouse 

102 W. Market St., 1st Fl. Bluff-
ton, IN 46714, the fee simple of the 
whole body of Real Estate in Wells 
County, Indiana.

	 The North half of Lot Number 
117 as known and designated on 
the recorded plat of the Town, now 
City of Bluffton, in the Office of the 
Recorder of Wells County, Indiana.

	 More commonly known as: 
218 Liberty Street, Bluffton, IN 
46714

	 State Parcel No.: 90-08-04-
539-370.000-004

Together with rents, issues, 
income, and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws.

Plaintiff Attorney
ATTORNEY NO. 15-23-01778
Codilis Law, LLC 
8050 Cleveland Place 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 736-5579
	 Scott Holliday,
	 Sheriff of Wells County
	 HARRISON TOWNSHIP 
	 218 Liberty Street, 
	 Bluffton, IN 46714
	 Street Address
	 The Sheriff’s Department 
	 does not warrant the 
	 accuracy of the street 

address published herein.
NOTICE

NOTE: This law firm is a debt 
collector.

nb 10/26, 11/2, 11/9
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA 	 )
	 ) SS:

COUNTY OF RANDOLPH )
	 IN THE RANDOLPH
	 CIRCUIT COURT
	 CAUSE NUMBER:

68C01-2409-JC-000116
IN THE MATTER OF:
JM - DOB 9/8/2024
A CHILD ALLEGED TO BE
A CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES
AND
BRANDON RAINEY (ALLEGED 
FATHER) AND
ANY UNKNOWN ALLEGED 
FATHERS

	 SUMMONS FOR SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION & NOTICE 

	 OF CHILD IN NEED OF 
	 SERVICES HEARING

TO: Brandon Rainey and
	Any Unknown Alleged Father
	Whereabouts unknown
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

to the above noted parent whose 
whereabouts are unknown, as well 
as Any Unknown Alleged Fathers, 
whose whereabouts are also 
unknown, that the Indiana Depart-
ment of Child Services has filed its 
Verified Petition Alleging the child 
to be in Need of Services, in accor-
dance with I.C. 31-34-9-3, and that 
an adjudication hearing has been 
scheduled with the Court.

YOU ARE HEREBY COM-
MANDED to appear before the 
Judge of the Randolph Circuit 
Court, 100 South Main Street, Win-
chester, IN 47394 - 765-584-0465 
for a(n) Initial/Detention Hearing on 
1/7/2025 at 3:00 PM.

At said hearing, the Court will 
consider the Petition and evidence 
thereon and will render its decision 
as to whether the above named 
minor child is child in need of ser-
vices and shall enter adjudication 
accordingly. Your failure to appear 
after lawful notice will be deemed 
as your default and waiver to be 
present at said hearing.

UPON ENTRY OF SAID 
ADJUDICATION, A DISPOSI-
TIONAL HEARING will be held in 
which the Court will consider (1) 
Alternatives for the care, treatment, 
or rehabilitation for the child; (2) 
The necessity, nature, and extent 
of your participation in the program 
of care, treatment, or rehabilitation 
for the child; and (3) Your finan-
cial responsibility for any services 
provided for the parent, guardian 
or custodian of the child including 
child support.

YOU MUST RESPOND by 
appearing in person or by an attor-
ney within thirty (30) days after the 
last publication of this notice, and 
in the event you fail to do so, an 
adjudication on said petition, judg-
ment by default may be entered 
against you, or the court may pro-
ceed in your absence, without fur-
ther notice.

Melinda Peed
	 Clerk

Lauren D. Henry, 33788-18
Attorney, Indiana Department of 
Child Services
325 S. Oak St.
Winchester, IN 47394
Office: 765-625-0702

nb 10/26, 11/2, 11/9
hspaxlp

Notices
2025 WAP NOTICE PY 2025
Biennial Weatherization Assis-
tance Program (WAP) Bid An-
nouncement

Brightpoint is a sub-grantee of
federal DOE and LIHEAP
WAP residential energy con-
servation program grants.
Brightpoint is accepting bids
from HVAC, sheet metal,
plumbing, electrical, chimney
sweep, and insulation contrac-
tors to install insulation, to per-
form building envelope and air
duct sealing, to repair and re-
place furnaces and water
heaters, to repair ductwork, to
perform fireplace and chimney
safety inspections, to install
chimney liners, to install venti-
lation equipment, to perform
electrical and plumbing re-
pairs, and to make general
health and safety repairs for
site-built and manufactured
housing. A bid packet may be
obtained by contacting Bright-
point by email at
maryharris@mybrightpoint.org
with "Bid Packet" in the subject
line. The body of the email
must contain the trade(s) for
which a packet is requested,
the name of the requesting in-
dividual or company, and an
email address to which the bid
packet is to be sent. The
deadline for requesting a bid
packet is 12:00 NOON EST,
Tuesday, November 20, 2024.

260-423-3546
maryharris@mybrightpoint.org

Auto/Trucks
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC -
General Services Administra-
tion (GSA) Sale Thursday,
November 14, 12 p.m. View
vehicles in person on Novem-
ber 13, 2 p.m. until 5p.m. and
November 14, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
View up to date listing at
www.indianaautoauction.net or
www.autoauctions.gsa.gov.
(A)

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,

INC. Huge Repo Sale Novem-
ber 14, 2024. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

Services
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

ADVERTISE YOUR

SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Employment
Help Wanted

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

Help Wanted

EARLY MORNING DRIVER

needed to deliver papers to
post offices and stores in
southern part of county. Must
have reliable transportation.
Call Natasha or Doug, (260)
824-0224, for more informa-
tion.

Services

PREPARE FOR POWER out-
ages with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby 
generators - the most power-
ful home standby generators 
available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty - 7 
years ($849 value.) Proudly 
made in the U.S.A. Call Briggs 
& Stratton 1-877-798-0270. (I)
DIRECTV- ALL YOUR enter-
tainment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-885-8931 (I)
SAFE STEP. NORTH Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-743-1911 
(I)
JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. (Of-
fer ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-866-
937-1159 (I)
WESLEY FINANCIAL 
GROUP, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-329-1207 (I)

NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money 
saving offer – zero down, zero 
payments, zero interest for 
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is 
valid for select models. Labor 
not included. Other restrictions 
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (I)
CALL LEAFGUARD AND say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning for 
good. No cleaning. No leaking. 
No water damage. No more 
ladder accidents. Get Leaf-
Guard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financ-
ing available. 20% off total pur-
chase (Restrictions may apply.) 
Call 1-866-641-9158 (I)
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-877-414-2352 today! 
(I)

Read & recycle
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Hors D’oeuvres Stations - Provided by: PizzyTailz Pork Rinds, 
White Cottage Sweet Shop, Christner’s Pizza King, Kuhn’s Den

VILLAGE GREEN APARTMENTS 
224 E.Vine 

Montpelier, IN  47359 

Call (260) 728-5253 

For Hearing Impaired Only 
Call TTY Service Relay 711 

1 &2 Bedroom Apartments 

Rent based on Household Income 

On- Site Laundry Facility & Mail Boxes  

“This institution is an equal  
opportunity provider” 

800-451-2709
SchraderAuction.com

A
U
C
T
I
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December 3
Tuesday

• Currently a Golf Course
• Potential Farmland
• Recreational Land
• Development Potential
• Personal Property Available

BLACKFORD CO.
1605 W. Water St.,
Hartford City, IN

Online Bidding Available
held at Blackford  

County Fairgrounds
Hartford City, IN

Starts at 6:00pm

Auction Mgr: Al Pfi ster • 260.760.8922
AC63001504
AU09200264

Owner: Blackford Golf Club (Lort Services, Inc.)

105±
acres

Offered in 7 Tracts or any Combination
INSPECTIONS:
Sat, Nov 16
10:00am-Noon
Tue, Nov. 19
3:00 - 5:00pm

L AND

BIDDING ENDS NOVEMBER 10 - (Online Only) - Estate of 
Elizabeth (Carter) Aeschliman & others, seller. Ladies dia-
mond wedding ring, ladies diamond cluster fashion ring, ladies 
diamond earrings, Sapphire necklace w/matching earrings, cos-
tume jewelry, Howard Miller china cabinet, quality cherry finish 
china cabinet, 2019 GE window style air conditioner, collectibles, 
glassware, vintage silverplate flatware sets, numerous collections 
of marbles, Anri Italy wood carved figurines, home decor, holiday 
decorations, household. Sale managers Bobby Perry, 260-273-
7260, Patrick Carter, 260-273-8294, The Steffen Group, 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
NOVEMBER 10-NOVEMBER 17 - (Online only firearm) - 
McNamara, owners. Rifles, shotguns, handguns, ammunition, 
archery. Auction preview & online bidding assistance Nov. 16, 9 
a.m.-11 a.m., 215 E. Market St., Bluffton, IN. Sale manager Isaac 
Stoller, 260-413-3515. Please review all registration information 
before bidding. The Steffen Group, www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING CLOSES NOVEMBER 12 - 6 p.m. Al Grogg’s Cus-
tom Exhaust Shop, seller. Harley Davidson fully custom Road-
ster, dirt track race car, paved track race car, Lingenfelter 9:1 rac-
ing engine, race car parts, tool cabinets, racing suspension parts, 
engines, quick change rear end, fuel cells, Snap-On collector 
clocks, frame straightener, Simplicity 7117 tractor w/snow blower 
and weights, Simplicity 4211 hydrostatic, valve grinder, 3 wheel 
electric convalescent trike (nearly new), tools, vintage auto scan-
ners, oscilloscope, radio and TV signal generators, engine hoists, 
box grader, race car frame, boat trailer, commemorative clocks, 
torch sets, more. Full list at Town-countryauctions.com, click Fli-
ers. Preview 1441 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton, daily until auction 
closes, Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.-noon, or 
by appointment, 260-824-4835. Pick up noon-7 p.m. Nov. 14. 
Town and Country Auctioneers/Realtors, 260-223-7352, Shaw 
Real Estate & Auction, Inc., 260-824-2116.
NOVEMBER 13 - 6:30 p.m. ET - (Live and online) - Gary and 
Jennifer Weilbaker, farm. American Legion, 118 N. Broad-
way Street, Butler. Property location: Along and/or near CR 26 
and CR 79 in Troy Twp. (Tract 1, North Part Tract 2) and Staf-
ford Twp. (Tracts 2-4). Tracts 5-6 located near CR 20 and CR 
27 in Smithfield Township. Adjoining tracts, road access, tile out-
lets, 264.651+/- acres, 6 tracts, DeKalb Co. Jon Rosen, 260-740-
1846, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-2219, Halderman Real Estate & 
Farm Management, halderman.com, 800-424-2324.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family Farms LLC, sellers. 
Auction location: Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington 
St., Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township, Adams Coun-
ty. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2: 
80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres, 
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, County Rd. 
400 North, Sec 9. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-724-
3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.
SOFT CLOSE STARTS NOVEMBER 17 - 6 p.m. - Herman 
Family farm & Elite Tooling, owner. Online real estate auction. 
47+/- acres, log home, machine shop, dog kennel, 2 ponds, CNC 
lathes, mill, machinist tools, Ferris mower, mowers, skid loader, 
1960 Harley Davidson topper. Open house Nov. 9, 10 a.m.-noon, 
Nov. 12, 4-6 p.m. Green Auction, 260-589-8474, SoldonGreen.
com.
NOVEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - Christopher & Kellie Pierce, owner. 
Held at Krueckeberg Auction Complex, 815 Adams Street, Deca-
tur. Real estate & land auction! Tract 1: 2 bed, 1 bath, 948 sq. 
foot home, full basement, 40’x90’ bank barn, 30’x20’ barn, grain 
bin, wooded, tillable, 6.5+/- acres. Tract 2: 4+/- acres tillable front-
age on Hoagland Rd. Tract 3: 4+/- acres tillable frontage on SR 
101 & Hoagland Rd. Tract 4: 42.5+/- acres tillable frontage on SR 
101 & Hoagland Rd. To be sold in individual tracts or any com-
binations. Open House Nov. 11, 5-6 p.m., 21015 Hoagland Rd., 
Monroeville, IN. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING DECEMBER 
1 STARTING AT 4 p.m. EST - Various consignors, owners. 
Online only Elm Street consignment auction! Name brand wood-
working tools, camping supplies, like new 24” Craftsman lawn 
vac, lawn & garden tools, weight lifting equipment, household 
furniture, Craftsman snow blower, antiques, collectibles, kitch-
en items, and much more! Preview Nov. 27, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm 
Street, Decatur, IN. Pick up Dec. 2, 2-6 p.m., Dec. 3, 9 am.-noon. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.
DECEMBER 3 - Starts at 6 p.m. - Blackford Golf Club (Lort 
Services, Inc.), owner. Held at Blackford County Fairgrounds, 
Hartford City, IN. Online bidding available. 105+/- acres offered 
in 7 tracts or any combination. Currently a golf course, poten-
tial farmland, recreational land, development potential, personal 
property available, Blackford Co. Inspections Nov. 16, 10 a.m.-
noon, Nov. 19, 3 p.m.-5 p.m., 1605 W. Water St., Hartford City. 
Auction mgr. Al Pfister, 260-760-8922, Schrader Real Estate and 
Auction Company, Inc., schraderauction.com, 800-451-2709.
DECEMBER 4 - 3 p.m. - Online - Dusty Roach, Bankruptcy 
Trustee, sellers. 6,142 sq. ft. modern commercial building. Key 
features: 5 rental units w/4 office suites, 1 currently leased, 600 
sq. ft. heated garage w/16’x12’ overhead door, independently 
controlled heating and cooling for units, expansion potential w/
additional land available for future. Open houses Nov. 20, 2-3 
p.m., Nov. 27, 2-3 p.m., 2379 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN. Kurt Ness, 
auction mgr., 260-417-1545, Ness Bros. Realtors & Auctioneers, 
www.NessBros.com, 260-459-3911.
DECEMBER 5 & 6 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors & various con-
signors, owners. 815 Adams, St., Decatur. Day 1: Online bid-
ding only. Over 300+ lots including skid loader attachments, tool 
boxes, workbenches, iron gates, chains & binders, 1 trip 40’ high 
side shipping container w/side doors, dome shelter containers, 
much more! Day 2 truck & equipment auction! Onsite and online 
bidding offering 600+ lots! Cars, SUV, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pickup 
trucks, cargo & passenger vans, dump trucks, large group of 
box trucks, day cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks, utility 
& semi trailers, SUV’s pickup trucks, various skid steer attach-
ments, much more! Accepting consignments! Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 8-15 - 2 p.m. - (Online only personal property) - 
Thomas B. & Mary Lou Woodward, seller. 2016 JD 1025R die-
sel utility tractor, Frontier RT1149 tiller, 2016 Grasshopper zero 
turn mower, 2020 Club Car Carryall 1700, mowers, lawn & gar-
den, patio furniture, antique & modern furniture, vintage framed 
art work, lithograph prints, vintage pickle castors, glassware, col-
lectibles, more. Preview Dec. 1, 8, 2-5 p.m., Dec. 12, 3-6 p.m., 
301 N. Highland Ave., Ossian. Patrick Carter, sale manager, 260-
824-3006, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
DECEMBER 9 - 4 p.m.- 6 p.m. ET - (Online) - Crandall Farm, 
seller. Property location: Two miles northeast of Gas, IN, near 
intersection of E 300 S and S 550 E, Mill Township, Grant 
County. 81.59+/- total acres, tillable, woods, recreational land, 
potential building sites. Tract 1: 27.59+/- acres, 18.4+/- tillable, 
8+/- woods, 1.19+/- non-tillable. Tract 2: 54+/- acres, 28.91+/- till-
able, 23.34+/- woods, 1.75+/- non-tillable. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-9177, 
Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management, 800-424-2324, 
halderman.com.
DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - Thomas B. 
& Mary Lou Woodward, seller. One of a kind picturesque real 
estate offering. Outstanding 4,014 SF, 4 bedroom, 3 bath home 
with a 2 car detached garage. Scenic backyard with multiple util-
ity sheds and gazebo. Open houses Dec. 1 and 8 from 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m., and Dec. 12 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 301 N. Highland Ave., 
Ossian, IN. Pat Carter, sale manager, 260-273-8294, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com.

Public Sale Calendar

Local Roundup
Friends of the Shelter 

will meet Monday
 afternoon

Friends of the Shelter, the organiza-
tion that provides support for the Bluff-
ton/Wells County Animal Shelter, will 
meet at 5:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 11, in 
the Council Chambers on the second 
floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

 Commissioners will 
meet Tuesday morning

The Wells County Commission-
ers will hold a special meeting at 8 
a.m. Monday, Nov. 12, in Room 105, 
the multi-purpose room on the lower 
level of the Wells Carnegie Govern-
ment Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

The meeting will discuss a change 
order for the Hoosier Highway project 
between C.R. 200-300.

Norwell school board 
will meet Tuesday 

morning
The board of the Norwell Com-

munity Schools will meet at 9:30 
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 12, at Norwell 
Middle School, 1100E. U.S. 224 in 
Ossian. 

Items on the agenda include:
• Personnel and financial matters.
• Out-of-state field trip request. 
• Superintendent’s report. 
• Norwell Middle School presenta-

tion and tour.

Wells County SWCD 
board will meet 

Tuesday morning
The board of the Wells County Soil 

and Water Conservation District will 
meet at 9 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 12, in the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Ser-
vice Center at 117 W. Harvest Road in 
Bluffton.

Bluffton Board of 
Works to meet 

Tuesday afternoon
The Bluffton Board of Public 

Works and Safety will meet at 4:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 12, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of City 
Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Wells County Public 
Library board will meet 

Tuesday
The board of the Wells County Pub-

lic Library will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 12, in the meeting room of 
the main library, 200 W. Washington 
St.

Items on the agenda include:
• Regular department and commit-

tee reports. 
• Personnel and financial updates.
• Policy changes for 2025. 
• Discussion about health insurance. 

Regional Sewer District 
board will meet Tuesday

The board of the Wells County 
Regional Sewer District will meet at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 12, in Room 
105, the multi-purpose room on the 
lower level of the Wells Carnegie Gov-
ernment Annex, 223 W. Washington 
St.

Items on the agenda include:
• Superintendent report and board 

updates. 
• Project updates. 

Ossian Town Council will 
meet Tuesday evening

The Ossian Town Council will 
meet at 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 12, at the 
Ossian Town Hall, 507 N. Jefferson St. 
in Ossian.

Items on the agenda include:
• Regular department and commit-

tee updates.

• Financial and personnel matters. 
• Consideration of a variance for 

423 Shady Lane. 
• Parking lot extension request from 

First Baptist Church. 
• Approval of police dog transfer 

from Noble County. 
• Salary ordinance discussion.
• Consideration of employee hand-

book amendment. 
• Easement requests from 704 W 

Lafever St. and 1609 Diane Dr. 
• Discussion of streaming council 

meetings. 
• Annexation request.

County Election Board 
will meet Thursday 

afternoon
The Wells County Election Board 

will meet at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
14, in the clerk’s office in the Wells 
County Courthouse, 102 W. Market 
St.

Items on the agenda include:
• Reviewing provisional ballots 

from the Nov. 5 election.
• Certify results of the Nov. 5 elec-

tion.
• Acknowledge resignation of Greg-

gory Vanover from the Jackson Town-
ship Board. 

• 2025 meeting dates. 

Bluffton parks 
board will meet 

Thursday evening
The Bluffton parks board will 

meet at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 14, 
in the Council Chambers on the sec-
ond floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market 
St.

Items on the agenda include: 
• Regular reports.
• IPRA state awards.
• Donations and grants. 
• Discussion about Roush Park 

parking and basketbal l  court 
repairs.

• Updates on riverbank stabilization. 

enter the northbound lane, 
striking a 2018 Chevrolet 
Malibu driven by Nikolas 
Roberts, 26, Fort Wayne. 
Damage exceeded $2,500

County:
Monday, 6:37 p.m., S.R. 

116. David R. Aschliman, 36, 
Bluffton, was driving a 2010 
Chevrolet Malibu eastbound 
on S.R. 116 in the area east of 
C.R. 200 W and struck a deer. 
Damage exceeded $2,500. 

Tuesday, 7:09 a.m., C.R. 
300 W near C.R. 200 S. 

Amanda Bertsch, 38, Bluff-
ton, was driving a 2020 Jeep 
Cherokee northbound on 
C.R. 300 W and struck a deer.

Thursday, 7:08 a.m., C.R. 
200 S. Andy Evans, 61, 
Poneto, was driving a 2017 
GMC Sierra westbound on 
C.R. 400 S and struck a deer.

FIRES
Thursday, 6:30 p.m., 233 

Hickory Knoll Dr., Bluffton. 
Carbon monoxide alarm. 

Thursday, 7:50 p.m., 
Hardees. Carbon monoxide 
alarm.

(Continued from Page 3)

Police Notebook

board listed 4,200 open 
jobs within Indiana schools. 
More than 2,500 of the open 
positions posted were teach-
ing jobs.

But many openings 
remain. Most of the unfilled 
positions in Indiana are for 
elementary, early childhood 
and special education posi-
tions. 

The NCES data, collected 
in August, came from 1,392 
participating public K–12 
schools from every state and 
the District of Columbia. 
NCES did not release state-
by-state numbers, however, 
instead releasing only aggre-
gate country-wide results.

Areas with 
the most vacancies

On average, public 
schools reported having 
six open teacher positions 
before the start of the cur-
rent academic year. By the 
first day of school, 79% of 
those positions were filled, 
according to NCES. 

National survey results 
indicated that general ele-
mentary teaching positions, 
special education and English 
language arts positions were 
among the most commonly 
cited by public schools as 
having at least one teaching 
position to fill prior to the 
start of this school year. Spe-
cial education remained the 
most difficult teaching posi-
tion to hire for this year.

In the Hoosier state, 
1,370 teaching positions 
were listed on IDOE’s jobs 
board as of Thursday. More 
than 2,600 school openings 
were available, overall.

A breakdown of specific 
teaching vacancies included:

• 15 in alternative educa-
tion

• 23 in arts
• 25 in career and techni-

cal education
• 332 in early childhood
• 234 in elementary edu-

cation
• 36 in ENL/ESL
• 33 in foreign language
• 58 in language arts
• 8 in library
• 77 in mathematics
• 25 in music
• 25 in physical education
• 77 in science
• 39 in social studies
• 286 in special education 
• 369 in other teaching 

positions
Why vacancies persist 
Compared to the nation-

al estimate, public schools 
with a student body made up 
of less than 25% students of 
color reported filling a high-
er percentage of vacancies 
with fully certified teachers, 
per the NCES survey.

Schools with a student 
body made up of more than 
75% students of color, as 
well as those in high-pover-

ty neighborhoods, reported 
more vacancies.

Teacher shortages — 
especially in certain subject 
areas, like English-as-a-
second-language classes and 
special education — have 
been particularly challeng-
ing for schools since the 
onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic, according to the 
NCES report. 

Teaching salaries have 
also largely failed to keep 
up with inflation, and teach-
ers’ morale declined follow-
ing the pandemic. National 
experts cited increased 
issues with student behavior 
and a rise in mental health 
problems as contributing 
factors, too.

Still, the NCES survey 
results also noted that 64% 
of schools said “an overall 
lack of qualified candidates” 
and “too few candidates” 
applying for open positions 
were the top challenges 
in finding teachers to fill 
vacancies.

Compared to years past, 
though, the percentage of 
schools saying candidates 
felt like salary and benefits 
were not enough dropped 
for both teaching and non-
teaching staff.

Indiana’s latest teach-
er compensation report 
revealed that Hoosier teach-
ers’ average annual pay 
exceeded $60,000 for the 
2023-24 academic year — a 
new high for pay. 

The average teacher sal-
ary in Indiana during the last 
school year was recorded at 
$60,557 — up from $58,531 
the year prior — and nearly 
all Hoosier school districts 
gave teachers a raise. But 
many teachers in the state — 
especially those with little to 
no experience — still make 
less.

IDOE has targeted teach-
er recruitment with multiple 
grants and other program-
ming to increase the number 
of Indiana teachers and cut 
down on lingering vacancies, 
including the I-SEAL pro-
gram — run by the Universi-
ty of Indianapolis’ Center of 
Excellence in Leadership of 
Learning — that allows cur-
rent teachers, including those 
on emergency permits, to get 
fully licensed in special edu-
cation at no cost.

More than 1,100 teachers 
have enrolled in the program, 
and nearly 600 have complet-
ed it since its inception.

Nearly 3,600 new-to-
teaching hires were also 
brought into schools during 
2023-24, according to the 
most recent state data.

Separately, 4,464 full-
time teachers who already 
had classroom experience 
were hired by districts 
across the state.

(Continued from Page 1)

Teacher vacancies


