
Local/Area
 Obituaries. . . . . . . . . 3

Indiana News. . . . . .3

Opinion
Jonathan Snyder  . . .4

Also...
Sports. . . . . . . . . . . .6
Classifieds . . . . . . . .8
Diversions . . . . . . . .7

Vol. 96 No. 20

MONDAY
November 25, 2024

Outside

 Today Tuesday Wed.
 High 56 High 40 High 43
   Low 32 Low 29 Low 29

Inside How to contact us:
   Call us: 824-0224

or 1-800-579-7476
  email@news-banner.com

On the Web:

www.news-banner.com
Follow us at:

twitter.com/newsbanner

2155 N. Main St., Bluff ton • Tue.-Fri. 9:30-5:30; Sat. 9:30-3
(260)824-9643 • www.daniels-jewelers.net

Extended Holiday 
Hours staring December

Showers and wind gusts 
today and tonight

More Weather on Page 2

CAC to present ‘The 
Nutcracker’ Dec. 6-7

Sp
or

ts County teams go 
3-0 in girls’ hoops

Page 6

A
re

a
St

at
e Dems decline 

to persue recount
Page 3

Page 5

News-BannerThe
www.News-Banner.com

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2024 BLUFFTON, INDIANA • Wells County’s Hometown Connection $1.00

Online
Follow us on Facebook!

Go to www.facebook.com/
newsbanner
—————

Place Your Classified
Ads 24/7

‘Good for Your Heart’

By HOLLY GASKILL
Preparing Thanksgiving dinner is no 

small feat for any cook, but it takes a small 
army to assemble First Reformed Church of 
Bluffton’s annual community meal. 

Last year, the group served 868 meals.
Mara Jo Williams, who helps lead the 

annual effort, said the group begins food 
prep several weeks before Thanksgiving, 
pre-cooking and freezing batches of turkey. 
On Saturday morning, roughly 20 volun-
teers gathered at the church to decorate, 
bake another batch of turkeys, and assemble 
other parts of the meal.

The group doesn’t shortchange any of 

the traditional fixings — in addition to 
turkey, they make stuffing, gravy, mashed 
potatoes, green beans and more. Williams 
said her team makes gravy with the turkey 
stock and dries 80 loaves of bread for stuff-
ing.

“We want to make it a homemade meal,” 
Williams said. “Something good for your 
heart.”

Williams’ grocery list includes 250 lbs. 
of potatoes, 80 dozen rolls, 32 gallons of 
green beans, 25 lbs. of sour cream, 24 lbs. of 
cream cheese, 10 lbs. of butter and 15 dozen 
eggs — all of which were made possible 

Jen Sturgeon, Bryan Smith and Rodger Popplewell prepare turkey for First Reformed Church 
of Bluffton’s annual Thanksgiving meal. The group have been cooking and freezing turkeys for 
three weeks to prepare for the big day. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

First Reformed Church prepares for 
19th-annual Thanksgiving meal

Satisfying Saturday
Southern Wells sophomore Erika Beavans fist bumps the referees before Saturday’s girls’ 
basketball contest against Canterbury in Fort Wayne. The Raiders gradually pulled away 
from the Cavaliers 69-26 to claim their sixth straight victory. Story on Page 6. (Photo by 
Glen Werling)

Fundraising for S.R. 
124 trail project begins

By JONATHAN SNYDER
A fundraiser has begun to conduct an 

engineering study for a trail alongside State 
Road 124. 

The trail looks to connect the Bluffton 
Woods Home Community and Elm Grove 
Road to the existing Interurban Trail net-
work. Wells County Trails, the group lead-
ing the efforts, intends to raise $25,000 for 
the project.

According to Wells County Trails Board 
President Mike Lautzenheiser, the trail has 
been a top priority for the organization 
since its founding in 2019. The traffic in 
the area, along with the amount of people 
walking and biking along the side of the 
road, has led to a “desperate” need, Laut-
zenheiser said.

At a Bluffton Common Council meeting 
in early August, council members Chandler 
Gerber and Josh Hunt commented on their 
surprise that, to their knowledge, no one has 
gotten injured in the area.

“We have marked this trail as the high-
est priority within the City of Bluffton in 
regards to something that isn’t existing right 
now,” Lautzenheiser said. “We have people 
that are using mobility scooters, bicycles, 
kids coming and going from school that use 
the … gravel side of S.R. 124 there. This 
(area) desperately needs something for them 
to go on that is much safer and will then get 

them to the existing trails and sidewalks. It 
is something that the community asked for 
over and over again because of the concern 
for people’s safety”

Lautzenheiser stated that he was cleared 
to hire an engineering firm to do a study 
on how to accomplish the trail. Road grade 
issues, impacts to various floodplains in the 
area, rivers, other utility pipelines and cem-
eteries near the proposed site have been his-
torical roadblocks to getting a trail planned 
out and engineered. Lautzenheiser hopes 
that the firm’s study will help find a way 
around those issues.

The trail is expected to be approximate-
ly 4,000 feet, similar to the section of the 
Interurban Trail between Walmart and Lan-
caster park. While no official plans are in 
place for amenities such as benches, Laut-
zenheiser stated that there would be a possi-
bility for a bus stop location along the trail. 
Any conversations about those amenities 
would take place during the design phase of 
the project.

The Wells County Foundation has 
awarded a $25,000 matching grant for the 
project, along with a $50,000 contribution 
from Bluffton. Various sponsorship lev-
els will be awarded for sizable donations, 
which should be marked towards the Wells 
County Foundation.

Forecasts warn of possible 
winter storms across U.S. 
during Thanksgiving week

Hezbollah fires 250 rockets, 
other projectiles into Israel 
in heaviest barrage in weeks

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

WINDSOR, Calif. (AP) — Another 
round of wintry weather could complicate 
travel leading up to the Thanksgiving holi-
day, according to forecasts across the U.S., 
while California and Washington state con-
tinue to recover from storm damage and 
power outages.

In California, where two people were 
found dead in floodwaters on Saturday, 
authorities braced for more rain while grap-
pling with flooding and small landslides 
from a previous storm.

The National Weather Service office 
in Sacramento, California, issued a win-
ter storm warning for the Sierra Nevada 
through Tuesday, with heavy snow expected 
at higher elevations and wind gusts poten-
tially reaching 55 mph. Total snowfall of 
roughly 4 feet was forecast, with the heavi-
est accumulations expected Monday and 
Tuesday.

The Midwest and Great Lakes regions 
will see rain and snow Monday and the East 
Coast will be the most impacted on Thanks-
giving and Black Friday, forecasters said.

A low pressure system is forecast to bring 
rain to the Southeast early Thursday before 
heading to the Northeast. Areas from Boston 
to New York could see rain and breezy con-
ditions, with snowfall possible in parts of 
northern New Hampshire, northern Maine 
and the Adirondacks. If the system tracks 
further inland, there could be less snow and 
more rain in the mountains, forecasters said.

“The system doesn’t look like a power-
house right now,” Hayden Frank, a meteo-

rologist with the weather service in Mas-
sachusetts, said Sunday. “Basically, this is 
going to bring rain to the I-95 corridor so 
travelers should prepare for wet weather. 
Unless the system trends a lot colder, it 
looks like rain.”

Frank said he isn’t seeing any major 
storm systems arriving for the weekend 
anywhere in the country so travelers head-
ing home Sunday can expect good driving 
conditions. Temperatures, however, will 
get colder in the East while warming up out 
West.

More rain expected after 
deadly ‘bomb cyclone’ on West Coast
Two people died in the Pacific North-

west after a rapidly intensifying “ bomb 
cyclone “ hit the West Coast last Tuesday, 
bringing fierce winds that toppled trees and 
power lines and damaged homes and cars. 
Hundreds of thousands lost electricity in 
Washington state before powerful gusts and 
record rains moved into Northern Califor-
nia. Fewer than 25,000 people in the Seattle 
area were still without power Sunday eve-
ning.

Two bodies were found Saturday in 
Sonoma County wine country, north of 
San Francisco, authorities said. Some-
one walking on a trail near Santa Rosa 
found the body of a man in a swollen 
creek, according to the sheriff’s depart-
ment. Hours later, rescue crews recovered 
a body inside a vehicle bobbing in flood-
waters in nearby Guerneville, Deputy 

By KAREEM C.
HEHAYEB 

and TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — Hez-
bollah fired about 250 rock-
ets and other projectiles into 
Israel on Sunday, wound-
ing seven people in one of 
the militant group’s heavi-
est barrages in months, in 
response to deadly Israeli 
strikes in Beirut while 
negotiators pressed on with 
cease-fire efforts to halt the 
all-out war.

Some of the rockets 
reached the Tel Aviv area in 
the heart of Israel.

Meanwhile, an Israeli 
strike on an army center 
killed a Lebanese soldier 
and wounded 18 others 
in the southwest between 
Tyre and Naqoura, Leba-
non’s military said. The 

Israeli military expressed 
regret, saying that the 
strike occurred in an area 
of combat against Hezbol-
lah and that the military’s 
operations are directed 
solely against the mili-
tants.

Israeli strikes have killed 
over 40 Lebanese troops 
since the start of the war 
between Israel and Hezbol-
lah, even as Lebanon’s mili-
tary has largely kept to the 
sidelines.

Lebanon’s caretaker 
prime minister, Najib Mika-
ti, condemned the latest 
strike as an assault on U.S.-
led cease-fire efforts, call-
ing it a “direct, bloody mes-
sage rejecting all efforts and 
ongoing contacts” to end the 
war.

Hezbollah fires rockets 
after strikes on Beirut

Hezbollah began firing 
rockets, missiles and drones 
into Israel after Hamas’ 
Oct. 7, 2023, attack out of 
the Gaza Strip ignited the 
war there. Hezbollah has 
portrayed the attacks as an 
act of solidarity with the 
Palestinians and Hamas. 
Iran supports both armed 
groups.

Israel launched retalia-
tory airstrikes at Hezbol-
lah, and in September the 
low-level conflict erupted 
into all-out war as Israel 
launched airstrikes across 
large parts of Lebanon and 
killed Hezbollah’s top lead-
er, Hassan Nasrallah.

The Israeli military said 
about 250 projectiles were 
fired Sunday, with some 
intercepted.

Israel’s Magen David 
(Continued on Page 2) (Continued on Page 2)
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Annual Thanksgiving meal Weather
Monday, November 25, 2024

(24-hour observations at 11:06 p.m. Sunday)
High: 52; Low: 37; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.21  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast
Today: Showers likely, 

mainly between 1 p.m. and 
4 p.m. Cloudy, with a high 
near 56. South wind 10 to 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 
20 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60%.

Tonight: A 30% chance of showers before 1 a.m. 
Cloudy, with a low around 32. West wind 10 to 15 mph, 
with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 40. West wind 
10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 29. 
West wind around 5 mph becoming calm in the evening. 

Wednesday: A 30% 
chance of rain after 1pm. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 43.

Wednesday Night: A 
chance of rain before 1 a.m., 
then a chance of rain and 
snow. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 29. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 50%.

Thanksgiving Day: A slight chance of rain and snow. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 39. Chance of precipitation 
is 20%.

Thursday Night: A 30% 
chance of snow showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 23.

Friday: A 20% chance of 
snow showers before 1 p.m. 
Partly sunny, with a high 
near 31.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 17.
Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 29.
Saturday Night: A chance of snow showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 16.
Sunday: A slight chance of snow showers. Partly sunny, 

with a high near 27.
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SOLUTIONS FOR HOME AND BUSINESS

A more human way 
to healthcare®

Hello, Bluffton / Ossian—there’s a new 
Medicare Advantage plan in town
The benefits you expect—with a price you don’t
Humana has added a new plan to your Medicare Advantage options. As you explore 
the plans in your area, you might find a new one that better fits your healthcare 
coverage needs, your budget and your goals.
Humana USAA Honor Giveback (PPO) offers:

• $0 monthly plan premium
• Part B premium reduction, may put up to $155 back into your Social Security check

each month*
• Routine dental, hearing and vision coverage

Call a licensed Humana sales agent
TIM DALY   
260-570-9904 (TTY: 711)
tdaly1@humana.com
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OPEN NOVEMBER 27
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260-758-3357 • 3584 NW ST RD 116  MARKLE, IN
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NATURAL GARLAND

1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren

DeWeese
SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES

We Service All Appliances

through community dona-
tions. Church members have 
also donated 130 pies for the 
meal.

It’s a far bigger operation 
than its beginning 19 years 
ago when Williams and her 
sister-in-law, Judy Maxwell, 
decided they wanted to do 
“something for the commu-
nity.” They served 87 meals 
in that first year — just a 
tenth of what they expect 
now.

Williams also expects to 
have about 60 volunteers on 
Thanksgiving Day, includ-
ing church members and 
non-members alike. In 2023, 
the group delivered roughly 
500 meals — along with 
those to the fire department 
and local businesses — 
throughout Wells County. 

The free dinner is open 
to the community at the 
church, 301 W Cherry St. in 

Bluffton. Drive-thru pick-up 
is available from 11 a.m. to 
noon and dine-in is available 
by reservation from 12:30 

p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Delivery is 
also available for those who 
need it. 

Contact the church office, 

260-824- 3161, for reserva-
tions by Wednesday, Nov. 
27.

holly@news-banner.com

“I think as trails became 
more prevalent in Bluff-
ton, it’s become even more 
of a need,” Lautzenheiser 
said. “People have seen 
the solution — especially 
as the Interurban Trail was 
built along S.R. 1 — people 
started to see that there are 
solutions out there to solve 
this other issue, and it’s just 

a natural connection. The 
goal is that people would be 
able to use the trails from 
anywhere in Bluffton. Any 
chance that we get to bring 
a group of people through 
so (residents) can walk, run 
or bike safely in the trail 
network, and it all connects 
together, the better for the 
community.”

jonathan@news-banner.com

Rob Dillion said. Investi-
gators are trying to deter-
mine if the deaths were 
storm-related.

Santa Rosa saw its wet-
test three-day period on 
record with about 12.5 
inches of rain by Friday eve-
ning, the National Weather 
Service in the San Francisco 
Bay Area reported. Vine-
yards in nearby Windsor 
were flooded.

Forecasters said the risk 
of flooding and mudslides 
remained as the region gets 
more rain starting Sunday. 
But the latest storm won’t 
be as intense as last week’s 
atmospheric river, a long 
plume of moisture that 
forms over an ocean and 
flows over land.

“However, there’s still 

threats, smaller threats, and 
not as significant in terms 
of magnitude, that are still 
going to exist across the 
West Coast for the next two 
or three days,” weather ser-
vice forecaster Rich Otto 
said.

As the rain moves east 
throughout the week, Otto 
said, there’s a potential for 
heavy snowfall at higher 
elevations of the Sierra 
Nevada, as well as portions 
of Utah and Colorado.

California’s Mammoth 
Mountain, which received 
2 feet  of fresh snow in the 
recent storm, could get 
another 4 feet before the 
newest system clears out 
Wednesday, the resort said.

Northeast gets
 needed precipitation
In to  Thanksgiving, 

parts of the Midwest and 
East Coast can expect to 
see heavy rain, and there’s 
potential for snow in North-
eastern states.

A s torm last  week 
brought rain to New York 
and New Jersey, where 
wildfires have raged in 
recent weeks, and heavy 
snow to  nor theas tern 
Pennsylvania. The pre-
cipitation was expected to 
help ease drought condi-
tions after an exception-
ally dry fall.

“It’s not going to be a 
drought buster, but it’s defi-
nitely going to help,” said 
Bryan Greenblatt, a National 
Weather Service meteorolo-
gist in Binghamton, New 
York.

Heavy snow fell in 
northeastern Pennsylva-

nia, including the Pocono 
Mountains. Higher eleva-
tions reported up to 17 
inches, with lesser accu-
mulations in valley cit-
ies including Scranton 
and Wilkes-Barre. Around 
35,000 customers in 10 
counties were still without 
power, down from 80,000 a 
day ago.

In the Catskills region of 
New York, nearly 10,000 
people remained without 
power Sunday morning, two 
days after a storm dumped 
heavy snow on parts of the 
region.

Precipitation in West 
Virginia helped put a dent 
in the state’s worst drought 
in at least two decades and 
boosted ski resorts as they 
prepare to open in the weeks 
ahead.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Fundraising

Possible winter storms

Adom rescue service said it treated 
seven people, including a 60-year 
old man in severe condition from 
rocket fire on northern Israel, a 
23-year-old man who was lightly 
wounded by a blast in the central 
city of Petah Tikva, near Tel Aviv, 
and a 70-year-old woman who suf-
fered smoke inhalation from a car 
that caught fire there. In Haifa, a 
rocket hit a residential building that 
police said was in danger of collaps-
ing.

The Palestine Red Crescent report-
ed 13 injuries it said were caused by 
an interceptor missile that struck sev-
eral homes in Tulkarem in the West 
Bank. It was unclear whether injuries 
and damage were caused by rockets or 
interceptors.

Sirens wailed again in central and 
northern Israel hours later.

Israeli airstrikes without warning 
on Saturday pounded central Beirut, 
killing at least 29 people and wound-
ing 67, according to Lebanon’s Health 
Ministry.

Smoke billowed above Beirut again 
Sunday with new strikes. Israel’s mili-
tary said it targeted command centers 
for Hezbollah and its intelligence unit 
in the southern suburbs of Dahiyeh, 
where the militants have a strong pres-
ence.

Israeli attacks have killed more 
than 3,700 people in Lebanon, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry. The fight-
ing has displaced about 1.2 million 
people, or a quarter of Lebanon’s pop-
ulation.

On the Israeli side, about 90 sol-
diers and nearly 50 civilians have 
been killed by bombardment in 
northern Israel and in battle follow-
ing Israel’s ground invasion in early 
October. Around 60,000 Israelis have 
been displaced from the country’s 
north.

EU envoy calls for 
pressure to reach a truce

The European Union’s top diplo-
mat called Sunday for more pressure 
on Israel and Hezbollah to reach a 
deal, saying one was “pending with 
a final agreement from the Israeli 
government.” U.S. envoy Amos 
Hochstein was in the region last 
week.

Josep Borrell spoke after meeting 
with Mikati and Lebanese Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Berri, a Hezbollah 
ally who has been mediating with the 
group. Borrell said the EU is ready to 
allocate $208 million to assist the Leb-
anese military.

But Borrell later said that he did not 
“see the Israeli government interested 
clearly in reaching an agreement for 
a cease-fire” and that it seemed Israel 
was seeking new conditions. He point-
ed to Israel’s refusal to accept France 
as a member of the international com-
mittee that would oversee the cease-
fire’s implementation.

The emerging agreement would 
pave the way for the withdrawal 
of Hezbollah militants and Israe-
li troops from southern Lebanon 
below the Litani River in accor-
dance with the U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolution that ended the month-

long 2006 war. Lebanese troops 
would patrol with the presence of 
U.N. peacekeepers.

One year since the 
only hostage-release deal

With talks for a cease-fire and hos-
tage release deal in Gaza stalled, freed 
hostages and families of those held 
marked a year since the war’s only 
hostage-release deal.

“It’s hard to hold on to hope, cer-
tainly after so long and as another win-
ter is about to begin,” said Yifat Zail-
er, cousin of Shiri Bibas, who is held 
along with her husband and two young 
sons.

Around 100 hostages are still in 
Gaza, at least a third believed to be 
dead. Most of the rest of the 250 who 
were abducted in the Oct. 7, 2023, 
Hamas attack were released in last 
year’s cease-fire.

Talks for another deal recently had 
several setbacks, including the fir-
ing of Israeli Defense Minister Yoav 
Gallant, who pushed for a deal, and 
Qatar’s decision to suspend its media-
tion. Hamas wants Israel to end the 
war and withdraw all troops from 
Gaza. Israel has offered only to pause 
its offensive.

The Palestinian death toll from 
the war surpassed 44,000 this week, 
according to Gaza’s Health Min-
istry, which does not distinguish 
between civilians and combatants in 
its count.

On Sunday, six people were killed 
in strikes in central Gaza, according 
to AP journalists at Al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Hospital in Deir al-Balah.

Hezbollah fires rockets
(Continued from Page 1)

Committed to serving homemade food, volunteers arranged 80 loaves of bread across church 
tables to dry out for turkey stuffing. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)



By LESLIE 
BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
A two-year task force on 

Wednesday released broad 
suggestions for property and 
income tax changes, but left 
the specifics to business tax 
recommendations.

Lawmakers created the 
State and Local Tax Review 
Task Force last year in 
hopes of ditching the state’s 
individual income tax. 
That’s now off the table.

“In 35 or 40 years, per-
haps, but not in the foresee-
able future,” quipped Sen. 
Travis Holdman, the group’s 
typically stern co-leader, in 
remarks to reporters.

Holdman heads the Sen-
ate’s tax-focused committee 
during legislative sessions 
and authored the legislation 
creating the task force.

He still hopes to knock 
the income tax rate lower. 
But he has repeatedly 
pushed observers to moder-
ate their expectations.

“Since its inception … 
my concerns were that the 
expectations for the results 
of our work would far 
exceed our product,” he told 
the task force Wednesday.

Democrats assailed the 
recommendations as not pro-
viding enough relief to Hoo-
sier taxpayers, and for giving 
“handouts” to businesses.

The final report was 
approved in a 9-1 vote, with 
two absences. It was edited 
slightly from the draft.

Focus on residential 
property taxes

The group’s draft rec-
ommendations began with 
a vague directive: “Enact 
more effective controls on 
property tax bills.”

Rep.  Ed DeLaney, 
D-Indianapolis, said he 
saw “no focused relief” for 
homeowners.

He argued that home-
owners have gradually 
shouldered a higher share of 
the state’s overall property 
tax burden even though it’s 
the only property type that 
doesn’t produce income 
for owners — unlike apart-
ments, farms or others.

“We could deal with 
that,” he told task force co-
leader Rep. Jeff Thompson, 
R-Lizton, who also heads 
the House’s powerful Ways 
and Means Committee.

“Yes, and I hope to,” 
Thompson replied.

“We’re not dealing with 
it in this proposal,” DeL-
aney countered.

“That’s correct,” came 
the answer.

The task force added 
more specific language to 
the first recommendation 
during the meeting. Sen. 
Fady Qaddoura, D-India-
napolis, suggested affix-
ing “particularly for home-
steads” to the end. It was 
approved by consent.

The final report also 
said that all eligible taxpay-
ers older than 65 “should 
receive a credit” to ensure 
bill reductions, and that 
Indiana “make progress 
toward” a transparent and 
accountable property tax 
system in which taxpayers 
see bills drop when rates 
drop.

During the meeting, 
Thompson noted that local 
units can raise property tax 

rates without taxpayers see-
ing a difference in their bills 
— but that the reverse is 
also true.

“If a local unit, (like) a 
local school, cuts the rate, 
the winner are the other 
units of government that it’s 
spread to,” he said.

“I have counties that have 
asked to have a way to get 
rid of property taxes at the 
county level. They can’t do 
it. They can’t do it,” Thomp-
son continued. “Because all 
the money just goes to other 
units, the taxpayer doesn’t 
see a penny change. That’s 
the fundamental problem in 
my opinion.”

It’s up to individual law-
makers on what bills address-
ing these objectives might 
look like, Thompson said.

Asked if it wasn’t pos-
sible for the 12-man group 
to reach agreement on more 
specific proposals, Thomp-
son said, “some of that’s in 
the weeds.”

“To get into a, you know, 
a 200-page report, to get 
into the weeds, (that’s) prob-
ably not wise,” he contin-
ued. “It’s just to give a gen-
eral direction we want to go 
and leave it there and then 
let the bill-drafting process 
get us to the right spot.”

Benefits for businesses
The report also urged an 

increase in the de minimis 
business personal property 
tax exemption. Right now, 
businesses with less than 
$80,000 worth of property 
qualify for it.

Rep. Greg Porter, D-Indi-
anapolis, attacked that pos-
sibility in a letter; he was 
absent Wednesday.

He noted that de minimis 
is a Latin phrase that typical-
ly means something is trivial, 
writing, “I do not think any-
one would say that the cur-
rent exemption of $80,000 is 
a negligible amount.”

Finally, the task force 
recommended reducing the 
30% floor for all business 
personal property, positing 
that this would “spur” eco-
nomic development.

“Republicans will give 
big businesses even more 
handouts,” Porter said in a 
written statement. Although 
the task force’s report didn’t 
include parameters for its 
suggested changes, Porter 
said local units would take a 
$300 million hit.

DeLaney echoed that 
accusation in his own state-
ment.

“We’ve gouged the home-
owners,” he said. “This 
report prefers business inter-
ests over our homeowners 
who continue to lose. Ordi-
nary Hoosiers are paying 
for complex maneuvers that 
allow businesses to pay less.”

He added that the prop-
erty tax caps enshrined in 
Indiana’s Constitution may 
be worsening the increas-
ing burden on homeowners, 
describing them as “failed.”

Holdman said the sys-
tem could use “tweaks” but 
didn’t agree it has failed.

Farmland could also see 
changes.

The report also urged 
“refine(ment)” of the base 
rate formula used to value 
agricultural land but didn’t 
suggest how.

Right now, the base rate 
is a rolling average with 

six years of capitalized net 
cash rent and net operating 
income. The Department of 
Local Government Finance 
drops the highest value of 
the six and averages the 
remaining five years.

Stricter limits 
on local units

The task force recom-
mended that lawmakers 
phase in reductions to the 
overall local income tax 
(LIT) rate cap to match 
the state’s income tax rate. 
Larger municipalities could 
be permitted to adopt their 
own LIT rates under the cap.

Right now, counties have 
three categories of LIT to use, 
according to the Department 
of Revenue’s (DOR) most 
recent bulletin: an expen-
diture rate of up to 2.5% 
(2.75% for Marion County), 
a property tax relief rate of 
1.25% and some county-spe-
cific special-purpose rates.

The state’s income tax is 
3.05% for 2024, according 
to DOR. It’s scheduled to 
keep ticking down and hit 
2.9% in 2027.

Holdman said Indiana’s 
local units have $4.8 billion 
in untapped LIT capacity.

“Local income tax is the 
backfill,” he told reporters. 
“… If we do provide relief 
on the property tax side, if 
it’s not shifted to other tax-
payers, the only other option 
is to go to local income tax.”

The report also recom-
mended using geographic 
information systems to 
improve collection and dis-
tribution of LIT revenue. 
Thompson said the technol-
ogy is “coming along.”

Task force’s trajectory
Indiana  lawmakers 

entered the last legislative 
session hoping to ditch the 
income tax, which sup-
plies about a third of the 
state’s revenue; they aimed 
to pay off the state’s big-
gest unfunded liability — a 
public teacher pension fund 
— and use freed-up dollars 
to plug the hole.

Holdman, in an early 
2023 missive, described 
authoring the task force 
to “plan for the future and 
explore our options.”

Indiana’s budget chiefs 
offered a measured sense 
of optimism on the state’s 
finances at the group’s first 
meeting that August, but 
former lawmakers and out-
side experts seemed skepti-
cal Indiana could or should 
get rid of the income tax the 
next month, in September.

Filling the income tax 
revenue gap with a higher 
sales tax would cost poor 
Hoosiers more, a liberal-
leaning think tank told the 
group in October. Also at 
that meeting, conservative 
think tanks recommended 
that lawmakers keep to a 
recently approved schedule 
of gradual cuts and go fur-
ther with “caution” — tell-
ing the group that totally 
replacing $8 billion is “defi-
nitely not possible,” at least 
in the short term.

In November, another 
conservative think tank 
described how other states 
had gotten “on the path to 
zero” income tax, according 
to presentation notes, and 
gave the task force 10 “traps 
to avoid” in tax reform, like 
offsetting cuts with new 

impositions. The group also 
heard from a property tax 
expert.

But by December, Indi-
ana’s Family and Social 
Services Agency delivered 
news of a major financial 
blow: a nearly $1 billion 
projected Medicaid short-
fall. The state pulled from its 
reserves to cover the error.

In its next meetings, the 
task force continued shift-
ing its focus to property 
tax reform for schools and 
farmers, and examined taxes 
on sales and businesses.

Now, as the group’s 
activities draw to a close, the 
state faces sobering tax rev-
enue news: collections have 
lagged projections from late 
last year by $243 million.

Looking toward session
Legis lat ive leaders 

attempted to temper expec-
tations on Monday, describ-
ing the upcoming budget-
building session as a “chal-
lenge” featuring less money 
than in previous years to 
solve intractable issues.

Still, Republican House 
Speaker Todd Huston high-
lighted “significant” proper-
ty tax relief as a goal during 
session’s ceremonial start on 
Tuesday, while GOP Sen-
ate President Pro Tempore 
Rodric Bray said he expect-
ed “more than tweaks.”

Indiana will build its 
budget — and its tax chang-
es — under Gov.-elect Mike 
Braun. Holdman said he’s 
had numerous conversations 
with Braun’s team.

Braun has pushed to 
return property taxes to 
2021 levels, but Hold-
man warned reporters that 
there’s no messing around 
with assessed value, citing a 
court order.

Braun also proposed cap-
ping bills to 3% increases 
annually, which Holdman 
said could be “possible,” 
especially elderly or low-
income Hoosiers.

By WHITNEY DOWNARD, Indiana Capital Chronicle
Despite losing a central Indiana seat by just 64 votes — and 

potentially hundreds of ballots left uncounted due to “irregular-
ities” — the Indiana Democratic Party announced it wouldn’t 
push for a recount or contest the results in House District 25.

Incumbent Republican Rep. Becky Cash, of Zionsville, 
barely kept her seat earlier this month, losing Boone County 
by 419 votes but winning Hendricks County by 483 votes 
over Democrat challenger Tiffany Stoner.

Since that time, an election board meeting in Hendricks 
County on Nov. 15 apparently released information about 
irregularities in the voting process, according to Democrats. 
The Indiana Capital Chronicle couldn’t confirm the claims 
from an independent news source, though a left-leaning 
blog posted similar allegations on Nov. 18.

A call to Hendricks County Circuit Court Clerk Marjo-
rie Pike to discuss the claims went to voicemail on Friday. 
Hendricks County was previously at the center of another 
recount, when a commission took three months to certify 
victories in two races without thin margins of victory.

“Our intent since polls closed on Election Day was to 
investigate systemic and widespread issues with the admin-
istration of early, vote-by-mail, and Election Day voting in 
Hendricks County. They were not alone in having challeng-
es with getting people to staff the polls, but they stand very 
much alone in some of the egregious errors committed,” 
said Mike Schmuhl, the Democrat’s party chair.

“Our candidate, Tiffany Stoner, ran a fantastic campaign 
that was centered on the good people in Boone and Hendricks 
counties. While we will not seek a recount in this election, we 
do believe the public deserves more transparency so we ensure 
that every vote is counted accurately and every Hoosier’s 
voice is heard in every election,” Schmuhl continued.

Alleged irregularities
Errors in Hendricks County reported by the Democrats 

included the decision to reject roughly 280 absentee mail-in 
ballots, some of which were apparently sent to voters with-
out the required security initial from the clerk’s office.

“After the error was discovered, the clerk knowingly 
chose not to inform voters that their ballots would be reject-
ed due to the office’s mistake,” the Democrat’s press release 
said. “… the affected voters remain unaware of this issue.”

Other ballots were rejected due to mismatched signatures 
— a method of verification that has repeatedly been ques-
tioned by voting rights activists who say signatures vary 
too much. Some note that younger generations who weren’t 
taught cursive may be especially vulnerable to disenfran-
chisement because of mismatched signatures.

Voters who fall in these category are supposed to receive 
a notice offering them a chance to correct their ballot. The 
release claims those notices were mailed on Nov. 7 but 
voters were only given until noon on Nov. 13 to submit a 
signed affidavit verifying their signature. However, the 
release goes on to claim that an overseas Indiana voter in 
the military couldn’t fix their signature and thus didn’t have 
their vote count.

Additionally, some voting machines were allegedly left 
unattended at a polling location overnight and the state 
agencies were accused of making mistakes in transferring 
voter registrations to the county. Lastly, statutorily required 
inspectors weren’t present at “any” early voting site, accord-
ing to the party.

“Let us be very clear: these errors in the administration of 
the election disenfranchised voters. The Republican Party in 
Indiana is constantly talking about election integrity, but stands 
by while dozens of voters in the suburbs of Indianapolis aren’t 
able to vote. In addition, Hendricks County voters consistently 
faced 3-plus hour wait times,” said Schmuhl.

He concluded by calling for the General Assembly to 
enshrine protections for early voting in the next session, 
which is due to start in January.
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Gloria Lillian Keller, 96
Gloria Lillian Keller, 96, of Ossian, passed away on 

Saturday, Nov. 23, 2024. 
Gloria was born in Blackford County, on June 18, 

1928, to Earl and Helen (Hart) Garrett. She graduated 
from high school in 1946, and married Ralph Keller on 
April 10, 1947, in Indianapolis. Ralph preceded her in 
death on November 11, 2017. 

Gloria was preceded in death by her parents; hus-
band; and brother, Charles Garrett.

Loving survivors include her children, Karen (Jon) 
Walker of Fort Wayne, Carl (Tina) Keller of Decatur, 
David (Laura) Keller of Huntington, and Barbara Keller 
of Fort Wayne; seven grandchildren, 15 great-grandchil-
dren, two great-great-grandchildren; and siblings, Gail 
Rhoton of Montpelier, and Dean Garrett of Montpelier.

Friends and family may gather to share and remem-
ber on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, at Walker & Glancy 
Funeral Home located at 109 W Windsor St. Montpelier, 
IN 47359, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. A funeral ser-
vice will follow at 2:00 p.m. with Pastor Steve Rogers 
officiating. Burial will follow at the I.O.O.F. Cemetery in 
Montpelier, Indiana.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Walker & Glan-
cy Funeral Home in Montpelier, Indiana.
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Financial Focus
PSA: Consider tax-

smart charitable gifts 
In this holiday season and beyond, you 

might be thinking of making charitable 
gifts. But can you still get some tax bene-
fits with the standard deduction being so 
high that you may not be able to itemize?

Here are a few suggestions for tax-
smart giving: 

First, if you combine a few years’ worth 
of charitable gifts in a single year, you 
could surpass the standard deduction 
amount and then itemize deductions for 
that year.

And if you’re 70 ½ or older, you can 
transfer up to $105,000 from your tra-
ditional IRA to a qualified charitable 
organization, keeping this money out of 
your taxable income. This could prove 
valuable once you are required to take 
withdrawals from your IRA when you 
turn 73, or 75 if you were born in 1960 
or later. 

Another possibility is to establish a 
donor-advised fund, which you can di-
rect to make periodic grants to selected 
charities. You get an immediate tax de-
duction for your contribution, and if you 
donate appreciated assets, you’ll avoid 
capital gains taxes. 

Consult with your tax advisor be-
fore taking action on these strategies. If 
they’re appropriate for your situation, 
you and your favorite charities could 
benefit.  

This content was provided by Edward Jones 
for use by Jeremy Todd, your Edward Jones 
financial advisor at 260-824-0686.

Dems decline to pursue 
a recount in a tight 
central Indiana race

Two-year tax task force releases property, 
income and business recommendations
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By The Associated Press
Today is Monday, Nov. 

25, the 330th day of 2024. 
There are 36 days left in the 
year.

Today in history: On 
Nov. 25, 1963, the body of 
President John F. Kennedy 
was laid to rest at Arlington 
National Cemetery after a 
funeral procession through 
Washington; an estimated 1 
million people lined the pro-
cession route.

Also on this date:
In 1783, following the 

conclusion of the Revolu-
tionary War, the last remain-
ing British troops in the 
United States were evacu-
ated from New York City.

In 1961, the USS Enter-
prise was commissioned; 
it was the first nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier and 

remains the longest naval 
vessel ever built, at 1,123 
feet (342 meters).

In 1986, the Iran-Contra 
affair erupted as President 
Ronald Reagan and Attor-
ney General Edwin Meese 
revealed that profits from 
secret arms sales to Iran had 
been diverted to Nicaraguan 
rebels.

In 1999, Elian Gonza-
lez, a 5-year-old Cuban boy, 
was rescued by a pair of 
sport fishermen off the coast 
of Florida, setting off an 
international custody battle.

In 2001, as the war in 
Afghanistan entered its eighth 
week, CIA officer Johnny 
“Mike” Spann was killed 
during a prison uprising in 
Mazar-e-Sharif, becoming 
America’s first combat casu-
alty of the conflict.

Today in History
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the Editor,”  or if you wish to express an opinion to us but do 
not want it published, please mark as “Not for Publication.”

Intractable problems and 
great Hoosier leadership

BLOOMINGTON – Hoosiers have had many great 
leaders emerge from their midst or seen them move 
here to instill success. Abraham Lincoln is regarded as 
our greatest president, having saved the Union while 
forging emancipation. Johnny Wooden followed a path 
from Martinsville to Purdue, South Bend and Indi-
ana State before winning 10 national titles at UCLA. 
Knute Rockne presided over a Notre Dame football 
team that, armed with potatoes and gumption, embar-
rassed the invading Ku Klux Klan while instilling the 
nickname “Fighting Irish.”

Indiana University football coach Curt Cignetti has 
become the latest example of good and potentially 
brilliant leadership. After the defending Big 10 and 
national champion Michigan 
Wolverines — the winningest 
program in NCAA history 
— scored with 5:30 left in 
the game earlier this month, 
drawing to within 17-15 against the undefeated Indi-
ana Hoosiers — the losingest program in history — I 
turned to a friend: “This is going to be the most impor-
tant five minutes in IU history.”

Many of the 50,000 Hoosiers fans had been down 
this treacherous road before, but fear not. A long kick 
return by a reserve player, a huge 20-yard pass for a 
first down and a field goal, followed by suffocating 
defense, preserved a 20-15 victory, setting up this 
weekend’s showdown with No. 2-ranked Ohio State.

Coach Cignetti is undaunted. When he was hired 
last December, he told fans, “I win. Google me.” After 
he described his “gutty” win over Michigan, he said 
of the awaiting Buckeyes: “We’re going into this next 
game confident, believing.”

Why is Coach Cig a good leader and potentially a 
great one?

He began by believing in himself, leaving national 
champion Alabama as an assistant to become head 
coach at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. He has 
maintained a core of coaches who have followed him 
to Elon and then James Madison, where they’ve com-
piled a dozen winning seasons. When IU hired him, 
most of his coaches and 13 players moved with him to 
Bloomington.

He has been adept at finding talented players who 
fit his system. He is a great communicator. He has 
established a retinue of hard work, accountability and 
a focus on detail. He has what “Sports Illustrated” 
called an “uncanny knack to pass that belief on to oth-
ers.”

While covering Indiana politics for more than 40 
years, I’ve long been fascinated by the art of leader-
ship. Several pillars have become evident. A good 
leader never forgets where he or she came from. 
Wooden would spend time with Martinsville Artesians 
players each summer almost until his death.

Great leaders get buy-in to seemingly intractable 
problems. President Dwight D. Eisenhower orches-
trated the D-Day invasion and defeated Nazi Germany. 
But he faced the persistent problem of segregation in 
America. In 1957, he appointed Notre Dame President 
Theodore Hesburgh to head the U.S. Commission on 
Civil Rights.

Father Ted decided to move a commission meeting 

from a military base in steamy Shreveport, 
Louisiana, to Notre Dame’s research site 
at Land O’Lakes, Wisconsin. He took the 
commissioners fishing. When the boat 
returned to the dock, Father Ted had his 
staff hand out 12 recommendations. These 
six commissioners, several from the south-
land, passed 11 of them unanimously and 
the 12th with a 5-1 vote.

In his book “Father Theodore Hesburgh: 
He Coached Me,” Notre Dame basketball 
coach Digger Phelps described how Hes-
burgh presented the 12 recommendations to 
President Eisenhower.

Ike leaned over and asked, “Were 
they fishing?”

“Yes, Mr. President.”
“Do you think I can come up and 

go fishing sometime?” Ike asked.
Phelps added of Father Hesburgh: “He coached me. 

When I first met Father Hesburgh, he gave me my job 
description, which consisted of three rules: Gradu-
ate your players, don’t break any NCAA rules and be 
competitive. I was expected to have my players ready, 
mentally, spiritually and physically.”

In 2005, Gov. Mitch Daniels solved the Indianapo-
lis Colts stadium dilemma after the mayor and Gen-
eral Assembly had essentially punted. He proposed a 
tax increase in seven counties surrounding Indy and 
brought the 21 Republican county commissioners to 
the Governor’s Residence. It was astounding in its 
audacity.

“We showed them a lot of data, how many people 
from their counties worked downtown, worked in hos-
pitality, how many hotel rooms in their county filled 
up during conventions or even games,” Daniels told 
me in a 2022 interview. “And then we said, ‘Go to 
separate corners here and tell us whether you can help 
us with this.’

“All but one county did,” Daniels explained, “with-
out that process, that doesn’t happen” and the Colts 
and Peyton Manning would have fled to Los Angeles.

Hoosiers and Americans are now watching two 
incoming administrations build their governorship, 
their presidency. How they do so matters. Leadership 
matters. Deeply.

Do they have a vision? Are they resilient? Does 
character count? Do they possess integrity? Is there a 
mentality to tear down instead of build up? Do these 
leaders care about the people? Or are they in it for 
themselves? Are they empathetic? Self-aware? Do 
they listen? Do they have an open-door policy? Are 
they open to feedback? Do they take responsibility 
when things go awry? Do they have a Plan B or C? 
How do they respond to criticism? Are they orga-
nized? Do they instill clarity under pressure? Are they 
transparent? Do they have courage?

As for Cignetti’s Hoosiers venturing into the Buck-
eye valley of death on Saturday, Coach Wooden would 
have instilled this advice: “Make each day your mas-
terpiece.”

Howey is a senior writer for Howey Politics Indiana 
and State Affairs. He is a 1978 graduate of IU-Bloomington 

with a degree in history. This was written prior to 
Saturday’s game. Find Howey on X @hwypol.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

To vet or not to vet
There is a reason the 

Founders wrote Article 2, 
section 2 and clause 2 into 
the U.S. Constitution. They 
gave power to the president 
to nominate people to high 
office, but that power was 
not absolute. It limited 
a president’s authority 
by giving the Senate the 
power to advise and con-
sent to those nominations.

Conservatives have 
rightly criticized the Biden 
administration for not 
properly vetting migrants who have 
entered the country illegally, and in a 
few cases committed crimes, including 
murder and rape while here. If vetting 
is important when it comes to people 
crossing our border — and it is — it 
is equally important when it comes 
to those who would have power and 
authority over us in some of our most 
important cabinet positions.

The definition of “vetting” ought 
to be helpful to senators: “The act or 
process of appraising or checking a 
person or thing for suitability.” Just 
because someone may present them-
selves as having good ideas does not 
necessarily make them suitable for 
the job.

Suggestions that the Senate and 
House should adjourn for 10 days to 
allow president-elect Trump’s nomi-
nees to sail through without hearings 
is a bad idea that could come back to 

haunt Trump, his adminis-
tration and the public.

All the president’s nomi-
nees should be vetted, but 
four deserve more extensive 
examinations to determine 
their suitability for the offic-
es they seek. They include 
Pete Hegseth for secretary 
of Defense (no experi-
ence and charges of sexual 
assault, which his attorney 
has denied); Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr., whose radical ideas 

about vaccinations and other 
things need more probing; Tulsi 
Gabbard for director of National 
Intelligence. Her ties to a radical cult 
and her favorable comments about 
Syrian dictator Bashir al-Assad and 
Russia must be explained; and Matt 
Gaetz for attorney general, whose 
legal experience is minimal at best. 
The House Ethics Committee should 
release its investigation of Gaetz and 
what it found concerning charges of 
sex with a minor and obstruction. 
Gaetz has denied the charges and the 
Justice Department declined to prose-
cute him. This should not be partisan. 
Senators need to hear from each of 
these nominees and under oath.

Yes, Washington is ripe for change 
and the bureaucracy needs to be 
shaken up, but it must be done the 
right way, for the right reasons and 
with the right people.

Incoming Senate Majority Leader 

John Thune (R-SD) should resist 
pressure to rush through these nomi-
nations without hearings and a vote. 
Several Republican senators have 
already expressed misgivings about 
these four. They should be allowed 
to voice their concerns and to ask 
questions and vote according to 
how comfortable they are with their 
answers. The nominees ought to be 
able to explain why they are the best 
people Trump could choose to run 
these agencies and what they intend 
to do if confirmed. Call it a type of 
“why do you want to be president?” 
question.

If senators need wisdom in doing 
the jobs they are elected and expected 
to do, they might consider the Book 
of Proverbs, which contains many 
instructions concerning wisdom 
and foolishness. Here are two of my 
favorites: “Get all the advice you can, 
and you will succeed; without it you 
will fail.” (Proverbs 15:22). And then 
there is this one which should apply 
not only to senators, but also to nomi-
nees: “If you refuse good advice, you 
are asking for trouble; follow it and 
you are safe.” (Proverbs 13:13)

Holding hearings on Trump’s 
nominees does not mean they can’t 
be quickly confirmed. But a rush to 
judgment can lead to disaster: “Fools 
will believe anything, but the wise 
think about what they do.” (Proverbs 
14:15)

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas

Farewell to a helpful 
colleague and mentor

When I first started at The News-
Banner a year ago, reporter Sydney 
Kent was a beacon of light, coming 
in with a smile or joke to lighten the 
mood despite what problems she may 
have with her own beat. As she departs 
from our team to pursue avenues closer 
to her home, I wanted to share a few 
words about working alongside her. 

Sydney was a “fire starter” for me. 
She’s the kind of person who chal-
lenges others to be better versions of 
themselves through her own example. 
Sydney’s always willing to lend a hand and ready to 
stand up for what’s just. We didn’t have much overlap 
in our areas of reporting, but she helped me get through 
those initial “teething troubles,” so to speak. 

Moreover, in her area of “cops and courts,” she has 
walked into some of the worst situations in the county 
and kept a level head. Sydney also wrote about non-
profits and other fundraising ventures for the disad-
vantaged, painting an accurate picture of any situation 
while also remaining hopeful for the future.

In covering a Board of Public Works and Safety 
meeting earlier this year, I wrote 75-100 words about a 
fundraiser for a little girl with cancer. My heart bled the 
whole time. Sydney handled similar situations all the 
time, and always found a way to keep smiling.

Most recently, with the week-long murder trial in 
Huntington County, she went in and covered every 
single day in great detail. It is not an easy feat to go 
through all those courtroom hours with nothing but a 
pen and paper to write notes. Sydney never faltered, 
even with the long hours of that trial combined with the 
tight time frame in writing 1,000-word stories or longer.

In addition to her jovial personality, Sydney was also 
incredibly skilled as a writer. She has won multiple writ-
ing and photojournalism awards throughout her career. 
Her ideas and story writing methods have worked their 
way into some of my articles as well.

Sydney’s been an incredible mentor, alongside the 
rest of the N-B staff who’ve been invaluable as I’ve 
learned the ropes of reporting. I’m deeply thankful for 
her encouragement and guidance and wish her the best 
in this next chapter.

jonathan@news-banner.com

Jonathan 
Snyder

BLUFFTON CITY ELECTED OFFICIALS
Mayor: John Whicker (R), City Hall, 128 E.  Market St., 

824-1520 . Home address: 510 Channing Way; phone 820-2399;  
john.whicker@blufftonindiana.gov

Clerk-Treasurer: Bri Lautzenheiser (R), City Hall, 128 E. 
Market St.; 824-0612. bri@blufftonindiana.gov

Council: Chandler Gerber (R), 1st District. Home address: 
411 Stillwater Dr., 273-8792; chandler.gerber@blufftonindiana.
gov

Josh Hunt (R), 2nd District. Home address: 734 N. Main St., 
417-1024; josh.hunt@blufftonindiana.gov

Janella Stronczek (R), 3rd District. Home address: 802 S. 
Main St., 273-1539; janella.stronczek@blufftonindiana.gov

Scott Mentzer (R), 4th District and ouncil president. Home 
address: 628 E. South St., 615-1566; scott.mentzer@blufftonin-
diana.gov

Susan Reed (R), 5th District. Home address: 1703 Western 
Ave., 830-1609; sarah.reed@blufftonindiana.gov

Blake Fiechter (R), At-large, 333 Crestwood Ct., 827-8755; 
blake.fiechter@blufftonindiana.gov 

Rick Elwell (R), At-large. Home address: 704 W. Dustman 
Rd., 827-8216; rick.elwell@ blufftonindiana.gov

City Court Judge: Robert Bate (R), Police-Fire Building, 
200 E. Market St., 824-3392; court@blufftonindiana.gov

Who’s Who
A continuing series on how to contact government officials
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www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

wellscocreativearts
Instagram: @creativeartscouncil

Creative Arts office hours — 
Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Friday (by appointment 
only).

Creative Arts Dance Academy
Excerpts from “The Nutcracker”

Creative Arts Youth Dance 
Company proudly present excerpts 
from “The Nutcracker”

Admission:  $5 at the door
Performances: 
Dec. 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 7 at 3:00 p.m.

Creative Arts Theater
Creative Arts 24/25 Theater 
season has been announced:
“The BEST Christmas Pageant 

Ever” – Dec. 12-14
“Joseph and the Amazing Tech-

nicolor Dreamcoat” – March 6-8, 
2025

Disney Newsies JR – June 
13-14, 2025

Disney Artistocats Kids – June 
27-28, 2025

Admission: $15 per person sold 
through ArtsTix – (260) 422-4226

Auditorium: 428 S Oak Street 
in Bluffton

New Adult Acting class this 
January/February 2025

Acting 101/102
Mondays, 6-9 p.m.  a 6-week 

session: Jan. 6 through Feb. 10 at 
the Creative Arts Council of Wells 
County, 428 S Oak St in Bluffton  
Enter Door 10

Age 16+
Cost: $100 per student
Instructor: Meagan VandeLaar
Whether you are completely 

new to the acting world, have done 
some plays but want to dive deep-
er and grow your craft, or you are 
an experienced actor that could use 
a refresher course, Acting 101/102 
will give you the basic (and not so 
basic) tools you need to take the 
next step in your acting journey 
in an engaging and empowering 
atmosphere. Participants will be 
introduced to several acting and 
movement techniques, learn the 
basics of scene study and charac-
terization, and learn to follow their 
impulses and work collaboratively 
with their scene partners.

Registration: https://form.jot-
form.com/243045826666160
 “The BEST Christmas Pageant 

Ever” presented by Creative 
Arts Theater

In this hilarious Christmas clas-
sic, a couple struggling to put on a 
church Christmas pageant is faced 

with casting the Herdman kids- 
probably the most inventively 
awful kids in history. You won’t 
believe the mayhem-and the fun- 
when the Herdmans collide head-
on with the story of Christmas! A 
great show for all ages! Run time 
– 1 hour 15 minutes

Performances (4):
Thursday, Dec. 12 at 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 13 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. and 

7 p.m.
Tickets ($15) on sale through 

ArtsTix at https://tickets.artstix.
org/TheatreManager/1/tmEvent/
tmEvent4203.html or by calling 
(260) 422-4226, Monday through 
Friday; 12-6 p.m. or Saturday; 
12-4 p.m.

Auditorium, 428 S Oak St in 
Bluffton

“Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat” presented 

by Creative Arts Theater
One of the most enduring 

shows of all time, Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
is a reimagining of the Biblical 
story of Joseph, his father Jacob, 
eleven brothers and the coat of 
many colors. Told entirely through 
song with the help of a main char-
acter Narrator, the musical follows 
preferred son Joseph. After being 
sold into slavery by his broth-
ers, he ingratiates himself with 
Egyptian noble Potiphar, but ends 
up in jail after refusing the amo-
rous advances of Potiphar’s wife. 
While imprisoned, Joseph discov-
ers his ability to interpret dreams, 
and he soon finds himself in front 
of the mighty but troubled, Elvis-
inspired, Pharaoh. Joseph’s solu-
tion to Egypt’s famine elevates 
him to Pharaoh’s right-hand man 
and reunites him with his family. 
Run Time: 2 hours and 15 minutes 
Appropriate for all audiences.

Performances: March 6-8, 2025
Tickets $15 go on sale through 

Artstix on Dec. 18
Auditorium, 428 S Oak St in 

Bluffton
Creative Arts School of Music

• Voice Lessons with Lynne 
Niermeyer, Tuesday afternoon/

evenings, $30/half hour lesson
• Guitar Lessons with Mike 

Needler, Tuesday afternoon/eve-
nings, $35/half hour lessons

For more information regarding 
the music lessons above, please 
call the office at (260) 824-5222 
for lesson times/availability. 

 Ongoing Activities 
Creative Crew: Tuesdays from 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: All forms 
of creativity welcome:  painting, 
drawing, needlework and more….
spend the morning working on 
your craft and socialize with other 
artists.  Enter Door 1 or Door 10 at 
Life Community Church, the cre-
ative crew meets in the cafe 

Readers’ Brown Bag Lun-
cheon: Meeting the last Tuesday 
of the month at noon at Life Com-
munity Church, enter door 10.  All 
readers are welcome.  Feel free to 
call the office for more informa-
tion.

***Important Scheduling Note: 
Changes can occur after the Creative 
Happenings column has been published. 
Please confirm dates and times before 
planning to participate in programs and 
activities***

Creative Arts Council activities are 
supported by memberships, sponsors 
and grants from funders including Arts 
United, a regional agency; the Indiana 
Arts Commission, a state agency; and 
the National Endowment for the Arts, a 
national agency.

Events at the Creative Arts Council of Wells County

First Reformed Church hosts free Thanksgiving Meal
Members of the First 

Reformed Church of Bluff-
ton will hold their 19th 
Annual Free Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner on 
Thanksgiving Day, Thurs-
day, Nov. 28. 

The free turkey dinner 

is open to church members 
and the community.

The meal will be avail-
able at the church, 301 West 
Cherry Street in Bluffton. 

A drive through will be 
available from 11 a.m. to 
noon only, dine in will be 

from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. by 
reservations only. Delivery 
available to those who need 
it. 

Please contact the church 
office at 824-3161 by 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, for 
reservations.

Five generations of Yerglers
Claire Yergler’s family recently celebrated a major milestone by welcoming a 5th genera-
tion family member. Seated is Claire Yergler holding his great-great granddaughter Clara 
Jane Isch. Standing, from left are daughter Renee Reinhard, granddaughter Katie Isch 
and great-grandson Calvin Isch. (Photo submitted)

Another way to check out 
holiday lights and displays 
would be to drive around 
downtown Fort Wayne and 
check out window displays 
along Harrison Street and at 
the corner of Jefferson St. at 
the Embassy. These displays 
will be on view from Nov. 
27 to Dec. 31.

Some of the windows 
feature window items from 

original Wold & Dessauer 
displays.

The lighting locations 
include: Santa on the side of 
PNC Bank,  History Center, 
Fort Wayne Parks & Rec-
reation Community Center, 
Ash Brokerage, Indiana 
Michigan Power Center, 
Trinity English Lutheran 
Church, Botanical Conser-
vatory and the windows at 

the Embassy Theatre.
The walk through “Holi-

day Lights” event will be 
open at Parkview Field  
through Jan. 4th. Admission 
is $10 (through November) 
and $12 (December & Janu-
ary).

The box office opens at 
5:30 p.m. and walk through 
begin at 6 p.m. Some park-
ing in the area is free.

Holiday window displays in downtown Fort Wayne

Community Harvest 
Farm Wagon

The Community Har-
vest Farm Wagon visits Life 
Community Church every 
Tuesday at 9 a.m. to give 
FREE fresh food to needy 
families. The church address 
is 428 S. Oak St. in Bluff-
ton. Enter the parking lot 
at the south entrance off of 
Oak Street and park facing 
North.

I cannot believe that 
Christmas is only about a 
month away and I have so 
much to do before that.

In Zanesville the Tower 
Life Center Church is get-
ting things ready for the 
opening of their Living 
Lights Show that will be 
held Nov. 27 through Jan. 
1. The lights and narrative 
with great music will begin 
at 6 p.m. and end at 10 p.m. 
Their Cocoa Corner will 
be open for a free sip from 
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. each 
Friday and Saturday eve-
ning. Arrive anytime as the 
program is available from 
you car and if you miss the 
beginning just stay and you 
will be able to watch it in a 
few minutes.

As a special the Tower 
Life Center will be the site 
for a Community Christmas 
Celebration on Friday, Dec. 
6, from 6 p.m. to 8  p.m. 
The party is free with food 
and hot cocoa, a Christmas 
Cinema, coloring station, 
Christmas face art station, 

and of course you can view 
the Living Lights Show 
that is known to be the best 
around. There will also be 

a couple of bounce houses, 
an ornament decorating 
spot, and a build your own 
cookie and more.

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

PAT CARTER
REAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEER

THINKING OF SELLING?

•ESTATE LIQUIDATION AUCTIONS
•REAL ESTATE

•PERSONAL PROPERTY
•ANTIQUES

•FARM MACHINERY
•FARM GROUND

LET MY
35 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE

WORK FOR YOU!

AU19500212 • AC30500053

260.273.8294 • STEFFENGRP.COM



By RYAN WALKER
It wasn’t a pretty one by Norwell’s stan-

dards, but the Knights still came away with 
a 20-point victory over Oak Hill.

On paper, it’s a 20-point win over a pre-
viously unbeaten Oak Hill (4-1) squad. But 
what head coach Eric Thornton sees in his 
Knights (4-3) is likely due to a 26% shoot-
ing night, 26% from three and 17 turnovers.

“It was just a little bit clunky tonight,” 
Norwell head coach Thornton said.

The Golden Eagles’ zone defense stifled 
the Knights, who rushed shots and took 
many of them in the first half and weren’t 
hitting. Norwell attempted 60 shots to Oak 
Hill’s 38 in the contest. That held the score 
close and never gave Norwell the big lead 
it desired over a less inferior Oak Hill team 
until late in the fourth quarter.

Part of the reason could have been that 
guard Addison Norris was injured in the last 
game against Homestead on Wednesday. It 
was a tough blow for the team as she was 
coming off of a strong 10-point perfor-
mance and has started to find her role. She is 
expected to return by the end of next week.

Ashley Waldman was the only Knight to 
hit a three in the first quarter but altogether, 
Norwell struggled with what makes them 
lethal on offense.

The low-scoring affair continued into the 
second quarter when just five baskets were 
made between the teams. The separator 
from Norwell’s 11 points and Oak Hill’s six 
points were Vanessa Rosswurm’s two threes 
on the night (she finished 2-9 overall from 
deep) and Waldman’s triple. The Eagles got 
two buckets from Brianna Dailey and some 
free throws.

“Oak Hill was a strong competitor 
tonight — (it was a) very physical game, 
especially on the ball,” Thornton said. “And 
you just got to play through that stuff and 
get what you want. So that gives us some-
thing to continue to work on.”

The third quarter was still a little stagnant 
for the Knights. Again, they hit just three 
shots — a three from Macie Saalfrank, a 
two from Rosswurm and a converted three-
point play from Haley Williamson.

The score differential was still at double-
digits at the end of the third, but still some-
thing missing from the offense. But then, the 
Knights started to play with more patience 
and the Eagles’ defense grew tired by their 
style of play.

Saalfrank got the Knights’ scoring started 
with back-to-back threes. Waldman’s third 
of the game came shortly after, followed 
by another from Saalfrank. The four triples 
came within 2:30 of each other and were 
relatively wide open.

Oak Hill didn’t have an answer, and the 
Knights were able to come away with a bet-
ter final quarter it hoped for.

“I think we missed Addie tonight at 
times,” Thornton said. “But again, what a 
great opportunity for some of our other kids. 
And we were able to utilize that depth, and I 
thought our bench did a great job.”

Saalfrank’s team-high 18 points is the 
second night during the week in double fig-
ures, scoring 13 against Homestead. Wald-
man has also taken the next step in her 
game, hitting 8-14 from downtown in her 
past two games. Those two, along with Nor-
ris against Homestead, have started to bud 
in their first varsity seasons after leading the 

junior varsity squad for the past two sea-
sons.

“Being comfortable with who they are 
out there on the floor is exactly what we 
need from them,” Thornton said. “I think 
their growth is a lot from their confidence.”

Norwell won the junior varsity contest 
47-17. Mia Kurtz led the Knights with 14 
points, Daisy Swineford 10 and Eden Nash 8.

Norwell will host Concordia at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 26.

ryan@news-banner.com

NORWELL 54, OAK HILL 34
At Norwell

OAK HILL (4-1): Liz Godfrey 4-8 0-0 11, Landri Hard-

man 2-14 2-4 7, Brianna Dailey 3-4 1-2 7, Lydia Trexler 
2-3 0-1 4, Erika Newhouse 1-3 1-2 3, Morgan Cates 1-3 
0-0 2, Alexa Myers 0-3 0-0 0, Lilly Edwards 0-0 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 13-38 4-9 34.

NORWELL (4-3): Macie Saalfrank 6-18 2-4 18, Van-
essa Rosswurm 4-23 6-7 16, Ashley Waldman 3-8 0-0 9, 
Haley Williamson 1-2 1-1 3, Mia Kurtz 1-1 0-0 2, Larkin 
Smith 0-1 2-2 2, Isabella Swineford 1-1 0-0 2, Jada Dale 
0-3 2-2 2, Ryland Graft 0-2 0-0 0, Alivia Green 0-0 0-0 0, 
Mekynzi Beck 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 16-60 13-18 54.

Oak Hill    8     6    11    9  —  34
Norwell   13   11   13   17 —  54
Three-Point Shooting: Oak Hill 4-12 (Godfrey 3-6, 

Hardman 1-4, Newhouse 0-1, Myers 0-1), Norwell 9-34 
(Saalfrank 4-11, Waldman 3-7, Rosswurm 2-9, Graft 0-2, 
Smith 0-1, Williamson 0-1, Dale 0-2). Rebounds: Oak Hill 
22 (Cates 6, Trexler 4, Hardman 3, Newhouse 2, Myers 
2, Godfrey 1, Dailey 1), Norwell 43 (Rosswurm 9, Green 
5, Smith 4, Saalfrank 3, Waldman 3, Dale 2, Kurtz 1, 
Swineford 1). Turnovers: Oak Hill 23, Norwell 17. Fouls: 
Oak Hill 20, Norwell 11. Fouled out: Oak Hill Newhouse. 
Technicals: None.
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Here Comes Fall! 
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Lower Your Bills 
Time to Service 

and Update 
Your Heating

System

260-823-3328
Nkechi Wan, DDS • mercyseatdentistry.com
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Offering a Full Line of Dental Services
Bridges & Crowns • Conscious • Sedation

Cosmetic Dentistry Extractions • Family Dentistry
Invisalign Clear Braces • Oral Cancer Screening • Root Canal 

Therapy • Veneers • Periodontal Treatment

2155 Commerce Dr., Bluffton

By ANDREW FEEBACK
FORT WAYNE — Ten different players 

scored for the Southern Wells  Raiders girls’ 
basketball team in Saturday’s 69-26 win over 
the host Fort Wayne Canterbury Cavaliers. 

The Raiders (6-1) picked up their sixth 
win in a row even though they didn’t shoot 
particularly well, going 28-73 overall. 

“Always good to get a win — you can’t 
ever be dissatisfied with that,” coach Kyle 
Penrod said. “We missed a few easy ones 
early on, but we started putting them in as 
the game went on.” 

Ashlie Needler scored 17 points, while 
Kenzie Paxson had 11. Kaylea Coffel and 
Erika Beavans both added eight. 

Southern Wells never trailed but strug-
gled to make shots and take care of the ball 

early. The Raiders had seven turnovers in 
the opening quarter but finished the game 
with only 13. 

Canterbury (0-7) had trouble even get-
ting into its half-court sets most of the time, 
and the Cavaliers finished the game with 
half as many shot attempts as the Raiders.

The Raiders were up 39-11 at halftime 
thanks to a 15-0 surge in the final minutes. 

It wasn’t the Raiders’ best day shoot-
ing from long range, as they were just 1-22 
beyond the arc and didn’t make one until 
their final attempt late in the game. 

The inside play of Needler proved to be 
a decisive edge, as the Raiders repeatedly 
went to her underneath and finished with a 
40-27 advantage on the boards. 

No Cavaliers reached double figures and 

were led by Grace Chaille’s eight points.  
Canterbury finished with 34 turnovers — 24 
of them coming before halftime. 

The Raiders were a bit slow out of the 
gate but seemed to settle in as the game pro-
gressed. 

“Just got to focus at the beginning of 
games, and not blow easy ones when you 
get them,” Penrod said. “As the game went 
on, we did a good job of that.” 

No junior varsity game was played. 
Southern Wells will return to action with 

its seventh road trip in eight games when the 
Raiders head to Adams Central on Saturday 
night. 

sports@news-banner.com

SOUTHERN WELLS 69, CANTERBURY 26
At Canterbury

SOUTHERN WELLS (6-1): Erika Beavans 2-8 4-4 8, 
Kaylea Coffel 4-10 0-0 8, Cadence Watkins 1-2 0-0 2, 
Kaylee Davis 2-10 0-0 4, Aubree Meyer 1-2 0-0 2, Col-
leena Reeves 2-9 2-4 6, Gracie Reeves 0-0 0-0 0, Kenzie 
Paxson 4-8 3-4 11, Remi Holmes 2-6 0-0 5, Callie Rip-
perger 2-3 2-3 6, Kyah Thomas 0-4 0-0 0, Ashlie Needler 
8-11 1-4 17. TOTALS: 28-73 12-19 69.

CANTERBURY (0-7): Manhattan Morrisey 2-4 0-0 4, 
Grace Chaille 3-12 2-4 8, Johanna Kostopoulou 0-0 0-0 0, 
Sydney Coley 1-5 0-4 3, Victoria Kim 0-0 0-0 0, Jazmyne 
Justice 1-3 0-0 3, Maryn Minnick 0-0 0-0 0, Malika Ahmad 
2-6 0-0 5, Simone Dikeolakos 0-1 1-2 1, Alexa Coble 
0-1 0-0 0, Jocelyn Roth 1-4 0-0 2, Kate Laurie 0-0 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 10-36 3-10 26.

Southern Wells  15   24   17   13  —  69
 Canterbury         5     6     8      7  —  26
Three-point Goals: Southern Wells 1-22 (Holmes 1-3, 

Beavans 0-4, Davis 0-5, Coffel 0-2, Thomas 0-3, Reeves 
0-3, Ripperger 0-1, Meyer 0-1), Fort Wayne Canterbury 3-10 
(Ahmad 1-3, Justice 1-3, Coley 1-4). Rebounds: Southern 
Wells 40 (Paxson 9, Needler 7, Coffel 4, Reeves 4, Beav-
ans 3, Watkins 3, Davis 3, Ripperger 3, Holmes 2, Meyer 
1, Thomas 1), Fort Wayne Canterbury 27 (Roth 7, Justice 
5, Ahmad 5, Coley 3, Morrisey 3, Dikeolakos 2, Chaille 1, 
Coble 1). Turnovers: Southern Wells 12, Fort Wayne Can-
terbury 33. Fouls: Southern Wells 10, Canterbury 13. Fouled 
out: None. Technicals: None.

By RICK SPRUNGER
Bluffton Tigers continued their hot start 

Saturday night, racking up their fifth win in 
six games with an easy 77-43 walk in the park 
over North Miami on the home hardwood.

The Tigers burst out to a 17-2 lead late 
in the first quarter and got good scoring bal-
ance with five players either in or near dou-
ble figures.

Maryn Schreiber paced the home team 
with 19 points on perfect shooting from 
everywhere (7-for-7 from the field, 5-for-
5 from the line), while Isabella Stout and 
Konley Ault each added 16.

Madyson Sonnigsen and Tressa Renner 
just missed double digits with each of them 
scoring nine points in the blowout win.

“I thought it was interesting to see how 
we would come out,” said a very pleased 
Bluffton coach Doug Curtis after it was 
over. “We had focused so much on the big 
Huntington North game last night (a 66-45 
win), and we wanted to see how they would 
respond to playing on a Friday-Saturday.”

It didn’t take him long to find out.
Bluffton raced to an early 8-0 advantage 

and forced four North Miami turnovers 
before the Warriors were finally able to get 
on the board. By the time they scored again, 
they had three more turnovers and were in a 
17-2 hole.

“We try to be relentless on defense,” said 

Curtis of his charges. “At this point, we are 
pretty even production-wise from whoever 
we put out there, so they’re willing to gamble 
a little bit more and be more aggressive when 
they’re in there. We have depth, height, and 
scoring options. Tonight, (North Miami) was 
better on defense inside than we thought they 
would be. But we had some girls come off 
the bench and do a good job of creating space 
and getting on the three-point line. Madyson 
knocked down a couple of threes, Tressa came 
in and did a really nice job, Konley took over 
the game, and Bella did her usual.”

North Miami didn’t go down without a 
fight, however.

Riding three second-quarter three-pointers 
by Laney Musall, the Warriors twice fought 
their way back to within four points, the latter 
time at 23-19 midway through the period.

But Khloe Dick canned a 17-footer from 
the right baseline, Schreiber knocked down 
a jumper from the free throw line, Renner 
took a pretty pass from Stout for an easy 
bunny and Stout herself nailed a three from 
the left wing to make it 32-19 and rescue the 
Tigers from danger.

North Miami was never closer than nine 
points after that.

“We let No. 10 (Musall) get loose a lit-
tle bit in the second quarter, and we talked 
about her at halftime,” said Curtis of his 
defensive adjustments at the break.

Sure enough, she didn’t score at all in the 
second half until managing a consolation 
basket midway through the fourth quarter 
with the score 72-40.

Musall finished with a team-high 15 
points, and Grace Sailors added 10 with 
eight of them coming on free throws.

Bluffton connected on 29-60 shots for 
the game for a solid 48% shooting per-
centage while outrebounding the Warriors, 
38-26, and committing just 12 turnovers.

North Miami was 12-40 from the field 
for a 30% accuracy rate.

But not only did the Warriors shoot poorly 
from the field, they also took 20 fewer shots 
than the Tigers — thanks to 25 turnovers 
against suffocating defensive pressure and 
that crippling Bluffton edge on the boards.

Bluffton also won the junior varsity con-
test by a score of 49-41.

Kamryn Ault finished with 17 points and 
Grace Fry 10 to lead the Tigers.

Bridget Steffen added six points, Krista 

Blair five, Isla Gibson four, Madelyn Funk 
three, and Piper Morgan and Cora Kunkel 
two apiece.

sports@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 77, NORTH MIAMI 43
At Bluffton

NORTH MIAMI (2-3): Victoria Masters 1-5 0-0 3, Jordyn 
Hackworth 2-3 1-2 5, Grace Sailors 1-8 8-12 10, Laney 
Musall 6-13 0-0 15, Kayden Donaldson 1-2 0-0 2, Layla 
Hampton 0-2 4-4 4, Jlynn Piercy 1-2 2-2 4, Porscha Pick-
ett 0-2 0-0 0, Laina King 0-1 0-0 0, Audi Medina 0-2 0-0 0. 
TOTAL: 12-40 15-20 43.

BLUFFTON (5-1): Isabella Stout 5-10 5-6 16, Konley 
Ault 7-15 2-4 16, Marly Drayer 1-2 1-2 3, Maryn Schreiber 
6-6 5-5 17, Sophie Eisenhut 1-2 0-0 2, Khloe Dick 2-6 
0-0 5, Madyson Sonnigsen 3-7 0-0 9, Tressa Renner 4-7 
1-4 9, Kamryn Ault 0-3 0-0 0, Madelyn Funk 0-0 0-2 0, 
Isla Gibson 0-2 0-0 0, Grace Fry 0-0 0-0 0. TOTAL: 29-60 
14-23 77.

North Miami   4     19    12    8    —   43
Bluffton         17    18    26   16   —   77
Three-point shooting: North Miami 4-14 (Masters 1-4, 

Musall 3-7, Pickett 0-1, Medina 0-2), Bluffton 5-17 (Stout 
1-2, Kon. Ault 0-1, Dick 1-3, Sonnigsen 3-7, Renner 0-1, 
Kam. Ault 0-3).  Rebounds: North Miami 26 (Musall 6, 
Masters 5), Bluffton 38 (Kon. Ault 8, Stout). Turnovers: 
North Miami 25, Bluffton 12. Personal fouls: North Miami 
16, Bluffton 22. Fouled Out: None. Technical fouls: None. 

Junior Varsity: Bluffton 49, North Miami 41.

Bluffton finished its season opener at 
its own Bluffton Super Duals 4-1 to tie 
with Central Noble on Saturday.

The six-team round-robin featured 
Bluffton (4-1), Central Noble (4-1), Fre-
mont (1-2), Leo (1-1), Heritage (0-3) 
and Wes-Del (0-3). There is no offi-
cial winner of the duals, but the Tigers 
defeated all schools except for Central 
Noble.

Below are the scores. Full individual 
matches will be published in Tuesday’s 
News-Banner.

Bluffton 54-27 win over Leo; Bluffton 
57-24 win over Fremont; Bluffton 53-24 
win over Wes-Del; Bluffton 60-21 win 
over Heritage; Central Noble win 45-35 
over Bluffton.

Bluffton will be at Eastside at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 3.

Balanced attack leads Raiders past Cavs for 6th straight win

Norwell’s Vanessa Rosswurm (middle) tries to slice through Oak Hill defenders Erika Newhouse 
(left) and Lydia Trexler during the girls’ basketball game at The Castle. The Knights defeated the 
former unbeaten Golden Eagles 54-34 Saturday night. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

Knights’ patience pays off, 
tops previously unbeaten 
Golden Eagles by 20 points

Tigers finish 4-1at Bluffton 
Super Duals to begin season

Tigers continue hot start to season with win over Indians

High School Calendar
MONDAY, NOV 25
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, NOV 26
BOYS BASKETBALL: Lakewood Park 

Christian at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Concordia at Norwell, 

7:30 p.m.; New Haven at Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING (Co-ed): Columbia City at Nor-

well, 5:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, NOV 27
BOYS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Carroll, 

7:30 p.m.

Bluffton’s Connor Landis (top) wrestles Wes Del’s Owen Lamb to a 9-3 decision win in the 285-
pound match during the Bluffton Super Duals in Bluffton on Saturday. The Tigers went on to be 
Wes Del 53-24 to finish 4-1 at the meet. (Photo by Chad Kline)
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A sister’s betrayal and 
a brother’s blame

Dear Annie: My brother regularly 
calls to blame me for my strained rela-
tionship with our sister, without know-
ing my side of the story. For my own 
peace of mind, I keep my distance from 
her, though I still send her Christmas 
gifts, birthday cards and other greetings 
— which she ignores and never recipro-
cates.

My sister is a school counselor, and 
she seems to know exactly what she’s 
doing. What my brother doesn’t know 
are the betrayals I’ve endured from her 
over the years: She once had a relation-
ship with my boyfriend, accessed my 
bank account and stole items from my 
home.

Despite all this, she has perfected 
the role of the innocent victim, and my 
brother is completely taken in by it. 
They’re very close, which makes it easy 
for him to see me as the one causing the 
rift.

We’re all senior citizens now, and 
his constant blaming has become a real 
source of stress for me. How should 
I handle this? — Left Out Sister by 
Choice

Dear Left-Out Sister: It might be 
time to have an honest conversation 
with your brother in which you set clear 
boundaries. Let him know that you 
won’t tolerate him speaking to you that 
way, and establish limits on what he’s 
allowed to bring up with you. Your rela-
tionship with your sister is separate from 
the one you have with him, so to keep 
things peaceful with your brother, con-
sider agreeing not to discuss your sister 
in conversations with him.

Whether or not you want to tell your 
brother about the betrayals is up to you. 
However, ask yourself if you’ve ever 
spoken with your sister since she hurt 
you. Has she ever apologized, and if she 
did, would you be open to accepting it? 
These are all things to consider as you 
decide how to move forward. Best of 
luck to you.

Dear Annie: I’m in a wonderful rela-
tionship with a man I adore. We’ve been 

together for over 
a year, and he’s 
brought so much 
joy into my life. 
The only chal-
lenge is that he’s 
severely allergic 
to cats — and I 
have two that I’ve 
had for years. My 
cats are like family 
to me, and I can’t imagine life without 
them, but his allergy is serious enough 
that even spending time at my house is 
difficult for him.

We’ve talked about the future, and 
while I want to build a life with him, I’m 
torn about how to manage this. Rehom-
ing my cats feels unthinkable, but I 
don’t want his health or our relationship 
to suffer. Is there a way to navigate this 
situation without losing either my boy-
friend or my furry companions? — Torn 
Between Love and Fur

Dear Love and Fur This is a tricky 
predicament you’re in, but it’s not an 
impossible one. The first step could be to 
find an allergist. Modern treatments like 
allergy shots, antihistamines or nasal 
sprays might help reduce his symptoms 
over time, making visits to your home 
more manageable. Make sure you have 
high-quality air purifiers and keep your 
home meticulously clean, as this can 
significantly lower kitty dander in the 
air.

If your relationship progresses to the 
point of living together, creating cat-free 
zones, particularly in the bedroom, can 
help protect his health. 

Ultimately, this is about compromise 
and open communication. Your love 
for your cats is valid, but so is his need 
for a healthy environment. If he’s com-
mitted to finding a way forward, you’ll 
both find a balance that lets you build a 
future without sacrificing either of your 
loves.

Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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Greed never satisfies

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | November 23 - 29, 2024    | 11 Monday prime time

11/25 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Prop. Conn Life Today 
with 

Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor CrossTalk 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Neighbor
(N) 

Poppa's 
House (N) 

NCIS "Knight and Day"
(N) 

NCIS: Origins "One 
Flew Over" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Criminal Minds 
"Angels" 

Criminal Minds
"Demons" 

FBI "Best Laid Plans" FBI "Family Affair" FBI "No One Left 
Behind" 

FBI "Consequences" FBI "Ring of Fire" FBI "Behind the Veil" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Football Baltimore Ravens at Los Angeles Chargers Lamar Jackson continues 
his quest for a second straight MVP award as his Ravens visit the Chargers. 

(:15) ABC21
(N) 

(:50) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:50) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

The Voice The coaches enlist the help of superstar 
advisors as their remaining artists compete to advance.

Brilliant Minds "The 
Colorblind Painter" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 

News (N) 
Superman & Lois "To 
Live and Die Again" (N) 

Animals 
(N) 

Funny Kids
(N) 

Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Craft in America 
"Identity" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Matters of 
Mind 

Antiques Roadshow
"Out of This World" 

Antiques Roadshow
"The Gen X Years" 

POV "The Body Politic" (N) Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Creatures 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
Craft in America 
"Identity" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Antiques Roadshow
"Out of This World" 

Antiques Roadshow
"The Gen X Years" 

POV "The Body Politic" (N) Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Creatures 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang 9-1-1: Lone Star Rescue: HI-Surf FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
The Rookie "Punch 
Card" 

The Rookie "The 
Squeeze" 

The Rookie "Escape 
Plan" 

The Rookie "Pilot" The Rookie "Crash 
Course" 

(:05) The Rookie (:05) The Rookie "The 
Switch" 

The Rookie "Pilot" 

FX 24 132 136 148 (3:00) < Transformers: Dark of the Mo... <++ Transformers: Age of Extinction (‘14) Stanley Tucci, Li Bingbing, Mark Wahlberg. What We .. What We .. What We .. < Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance 

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld 

E! 26 142 114 236 
(4:30) <++ Ride Along (‘14, Comedy) 
Kevin Hart, John Leguizamo, Ice Cube. 

<++ Night School (2018, Comedy) Tiffany Haddish, Robert 
Riggle, Kevin Hart. 

<++ Ride Along (2014, Comedy) Kevin Hart, John 
Leguizamo, Ice Cube. 

E! News <++ The Upside (‘17) Bryan 
Cranston, Nicole Kidman, Kevin Hart. 

PARMT 30 241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Bad Santa (2003, Comedy) Tony Cox,
Brett Kelly, Billy Bob Thornton. 

<++ Bad Santa 2 (2016, Comedy) Kathy Bates,
Tony Cox, Billy Bob Thornton. 

<+++ Bad Santa (‘03) 
Billy Bob Thornton. 

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
Countdown The ESPN NFL crew provides an in-depth 
look at Monday's game, as well as reviews of Sunday's ..

Football Baltimore Ravens at Los Angeles Chargers Lamar Jackson continues 
his quest for a second straight MVP award as his Ravens visit the Chargers. 

(:15) 
Postgame 

SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 College Basketball SportsCenter (L) (N) Kickoff /(:15) Football Postgame College Basketball

FDMW 33 418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory FIBA 

Basketball 
Pregame
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at New York Rangers From Madison 
Square Garden in New York. (L) (N) 

Blues Post.
(L) (N) 

All Blacks All Blacks United Fight Alliance NHL Hockey

USA 34 133 105 242 
Premier League Goal 
Zone (L) (N) 

<+ The Hitman's Wife's Bodyguard (‘21, Action)
Samuel L. Jackson, Salma Hayek, Ryan Reynolds. 

WWE RAW The superstars of the WWE square off 
in the ring and behind the scenes. (L) (N) 

Based-True 
Story (N) 

(:40) <+ The Hitman's Wife's Bodyguard (2021, Action) 
Samuel L. Jackson, Salma Hayek, Ryan Reynolds. 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
Contraband: Seized 
"The Cocaine Preacher" 

Contraband "It's Not 
Supposed To Be Sticky" 

Contraband: Seized
"What a Trip" 

Contraband: Seized at 
the Airport 

Contraband: Seized
"Does Not Compute" (N)

Contraband: Seized
"Running on Empty" 

Contraband "Dashing 
Through the Snow" 

Contraband: Seized at 
the Airport 

TLC 36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé: Other Way "Tell All Part 2" (N) Mama's Boy (N) 90 Day: Other (N) 90 Day "Tell All Part 2" 

HIST 38 77 120 269 
(4:00) Ancient Aliens: 
Origins 

Ancient Revisiting the most compelling mysteries 
explored over the past 15 years of "Ancient Aliens." 

Ancient Aliens "The 
UFO Superhighway" 

Ancient Aliens: Origins "Mystery of the 
Pyramids" (N) 

(:05) Ancient Aliens
"The Giants of Malta" 

(:05) Ancient "Mystery of 
the Pyramids" 

A&E 39 134 118 265 Neighbor. Neighbor. Hoarders "Linda" Hoarders Canada "Christine Pt.1" (N) Hoarders "Jan; Bebe" RoadWars RoadWars (:05) Hoarders Canada 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Rescuing 
Christmas 

< To Have and To Holiday (2024, Romance)
Robert Bazzocchi, Madeleine Arthur, Eric Close. 

< Picture a Perfect Christmas (2019, Romance)
Jon Cor, Luke Roessler, Merritt Patterson. 

< The Santa Summit (2023, Romance) Benjamin 
Hollingsworth, Amy Groening, Hunter King. 

< 'Twas the Date 
Before Christmas 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(4:00) <++ Skyscraper 
(‘18) Dwayne Johnson. 

(:05) <+++ Lethal Weapon (1987, Action) Danny Glover, Gary 
Busey, Mel Gibson. 

<+++ Lethal Weapon 2 (1989, Action) Danny Glover, Joe 
Pesci, Mel Gibson. 

<+++ Lethal Weapon 3 (1992, Action) Danny 
Glover, Joe Pesci, Mel Gibson. 

TBS 43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang American American American American American American 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <++ Four 
Christmases 

<+++ National Lampoon's Christmas 
Vacation (‘89) Beverly D'Angelo, Chevy Chase. 

<+++ Elf (2003, Children) James Caan, Bob 
Newhart, Will Ferrell. 

<+++ Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory
(‘71) Jack Albertson, Peter Ostrum, Gene Wilder. 

<+ Deck the Halls (‘06) 
Danny DeVito. 

AMC 45 131 254 
(4:30) <+++ The Green Mile (1999, Drama) David Morse, Michael Clarke Duncan, Tom 
Hanks. 

<+++ Cast Away (2000, Drama) Helen Hunt, Nick Searcy, Tom Hanks. <+++ Big (‘88) Elizabeth Perkins, 
Robert Loggia, Tom Hanks. 

COM 47 107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
Speak College Basketball Fort Myers Tip-Off: Michigan 

vs. Virginia Tech First Semifinal. (L) (N) 
Hoops 
Extra 

College Basketball Fort Myers Tip-Off: Xavier vs. 
South Carolina Second Semifinal. (L) (N) 

The American Rodeo TMZ 
Sports 

College Football Teams 
TBA 

WGN 53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE 57 128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD 59 153 110 231 (4:00) Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking (N) Christmas Cookie (N) Holiday Wars Holiday "Pie in the Sky" Holiday Baking
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 Charm "Game Changer" Charm "Ho, Ho, Ho" Below Deck Below Deck (N) Below Deck Sailing Yacht (N) Below Deck WatchWhat Below Deck
NICK 68 170 299 Rock Paper SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Patrick SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City <+++ Moana (‘16) Auli'i Cravalho. (:50) Place (:25) Place Jessie Jessie Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(3:55) < 
Sleeping ... 

(:50) <++ The Princess Diaries (2001, Children) Anne Hathaway, Héctor 
Elizondo, Julie Andrews. 

(:50) <++ The Princess Diaries 2: Royal Engagement (2004, 
Children) Julie Andrews, Héctor Elizondo, Anne Hathaway. 

The 700 Club Boy Meets 
World 

Boy Meets 
World 

HBO  301 300 501 
Dune: Prophecy (:05) <++ Trap (‘24) Ariel Donoghue,

Saleka Shyamalan, Josh Hartnett. 
(:50) Dune: Prophecy Get Millie 

Black 
(:50) Get Millie Black (:45) Get Millie Black (:35) Dune: Prophecy (:40) Get 

Millie 

MAX  325 310 515 
(4:50) <++ Dark Skies (‘13) Josh 
Hamilton, Dakota Goyo, Keri Russell. 

(:25) <++ Black Christmas (‘19)
Aleyse Shannon, Imogen Poots. 

<+++ The Monster (‘16) Scott 
Speedman, Ella Ballentine, Zoe Kazan. 

<++ Criminal (2016, Action) Gal Gadot, Gary 
Oldman, Kevin Costner. 

(:25) <++ Free Fire (‘16) Armie 
Hammer, Brie Larson, Sharlto Copley. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:20) <+++ The Infiltrator (‘16) 
Diane Kruger, Bryan Cranston. 

<++++ Goodfellas (1990, Crime Story) Ray Liotta, Joe Pesci,
Robert De Niro. 

Lioness 
"2831" (N) 

(:50) Killing Ev "I Have a 
Thing About Bathrooms"

(:35) <+++ Inglourious Basterds (2009, War) Mélanie 
Laurent, Christoph Waltz, Brad Pitt. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) <++ A Thin Line Between 
Love and Hate Martin Lawrence. 

<++ The Honeymooners (‘05) Mike 
Epps, Cedric the Entertainer. 

<++ Death at a Funeral (‘10)
Loretta Devine, Keith David. 

(:35) <+ The Wash (‘01) Snoop Dogg,
George Wallace, Dr. Dre. (P) 

(:15) <+++ Top Five (2014, Comedy) Rosario 
Dawson, Kevin Hart, Chris Rock. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I like nice 
things and some say I’m 
greedy, but what is wrong 
with wanting to do well in 
life and accumulate things 
that you’ve worked for and 
earned? – G.A.

Answer: Greed is 
an unreasonable or all-
absorbing desire to acquire 
things or wealth. It can 
take all kinds of forms 
(including a grasping 
desire for money, posses-
sions, luxury, food, power, 
or any number of other 
things).

One test of greed 
is that it is never satis-
fied. The Prophet Isaiah 
said of the greedy of his 
own day, “They are dogs 
with mighty appetites; 
they never have enough” 

(Isaiah 56:11, NIV). 
Another test is that 
the greedy person has 
little or no regard for 
the needs of others 
and may think nothing 

of hurting others or tak-
ing advantage of others in 
order to get more. His life 
is dominated by selfish-
ness.

Greed is repeatedly 
condemned in the Bible. 
One of the Ten Com-
mandments declares that 
we should not covet our 
neighbor’s house or any-
thing he owns (see Exo-
dus 20:17). Why is this 
true? One reason is that a 
greedy person is only con-
cerned about himself – and 
is therefore not concerned 
with God and His will. 
One of the writers of Prov-
erbs prayed, “Give me 
neither poverty nor riches! 
Give me just enough to 
satisfy my needs. For if 
I grow rich, I may deny 

you and say, ‘Who is the 
Lord?’” (Proverbs 30:8–9, 
NLT).

It is not wrong to want 
to work and earn a decent 
living; in fact, God has 
given work to us. But 
this legitimate desire can 
very easily cross the line 
into greed, especially in 
our materialistic society. 
We need to be on guard 
against greed. But above 
all, we need to be sure our 
lives are centered in Christ 
and not things, for Jesus 
warned: “Guard against 
every kind of greed. Life 
is not measured by how 
much you own” (Luke 
12:15, NLT).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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Plus!Plus!
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Vehicles
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Services
Services

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

Employment
Help Wanted

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

COUNTY BUILDING
INSPECTOR

Wells County Government is
accepting resumes for a
County Building Inspector.
The Wells County Commis-
sioners as the county execu-
tive are seeking to employ a
full-time county building in-
spector. This person is re-
sponsible for planning and
overseeing county construc-
tion and final inspection, un-
der the direction of the
county executive. The county
building inspector shall, sub-
ject to the policies of the
county executive, perform the
following functions and have
related experience:

Coordinates the preparation
and presentation of an annu-
al budget for the Building De-
partment; directs the
implementation of the depart-
ment's budget; plans for and
reviews specifications for
new or replaced equipment.
Construct and establish a lo-
cal building code based off
state code requirements and
needs of the county.
Controls the expenditure of
departmental appropriations
Receives complaints, investi-
gates, and issues unsafe
building violations, nuisance
violations and minimum
housing standards violations,
as appropriate.
Completes continuing educa-
tion classes on building
codes and practices, as
needed
Reviews the building plan for
the County.
Approves the building per-
mits, issues permits, and col-
lects the fees for the permits,
as necessary.
Issues certificates of occu-
pancy, as needed.
Maintains an effective com-
munication process with the
Commissioners.
Bachelor's degree (B.A.
/B.S.) from a four-year col-
lege or university; and five
years related experience
and/or training; or equivalent
combination of education and
experience. CBO Certifica-
tion is required. Previous ex-
perience in building
construction or related field is
required. Previous superviso-
ry experience is required.

Starting salary for this posi-
tion is up to $70,000/yr. plus
all county benefits. Interested
applicants can send their re-
sumes to Wells County Audi-
tor, 102 W Market, Suite 205,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or
auditor@wellscounty.org. Re-
sumes will be accepted until
December 16, 2024.

Lottery Numbers

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 03-06-13-27-41
Cash4Life — 15-24-44-54-55, Cash Ball: 03
Lotto Plus — 20-21-27-29-38-46
Quick Draw Midday — 01-04-06-17-18-19-20-22-24-

29-30-37-40-41-61-71-72-76-77-79, BE: 22
Daily Three-Midday — 05-09-04, SB: 08
Daily Three-Evening — 08-04-02, SB: 08
Daily Four-Midday — 09-08-01-02, SB: 08
Daily Four-Evening — 04-07-02-08, SB: 08
Quick Draw Evening — 01-05-06-09-17-21-25-27-28-

35-40-45-51-53-57-61-62-64-74-77, BE: 09
Hoosier Lotto — 12-16-19-33-35-39

Powerball
12-13-34-44-67; Powerball: 08; Power Play: 3X

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 02-15-22-26-28
Cash4Life — 0-12-26-42-58, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 06-20-25-26-30-40-47-48-51-

52-54-58-60-64-66-72-75-78-79-80, BE: 54
Daily Three-Midday — 01-07-02, SB: 07
Daily Three-Evening — 09-05-01, SB: 00
Daily Four-Midday — 08-04-09-01, SB: 07
Daily Four-Evening — 02-03-09-08, SB: 00
Quick Draw Evening — 03-04-09-16-29-31-34-37-38-

40-42-47-49-52-65-67-68-72-76-78, BE: 37
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): 

$30.2 million
Mega Millions

Estimated jackpot (for Tuesday): $489 million
Powerball

Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): $184 million

NOVEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - 
Christopher & Kellie Pierce, 
owner. Held at Krueckeberg 
Auction Complex, 815 Adams 
Street, Decatur. Real estate & 
land auction! Tract 1: 2 bed, 1 
bath, 948 sq. foot home, full 
basement, 40’x90’ bank barn, 
30’x20’ barn, grain bin, wood-
ed, tillable, 6.5+/- acres. Tract 
2: 4+/- acres tillable frontage 
on Hoagland Rd. Tract 3: 4+/- 
acres tillable frontage on SR 
101 & Hoagland Rd. Tract 4: 
42.5+/- acres tillable frontage 
on SR 101 & Hoagland Rd. To 
be sold in individual tracts or 
any combinations. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
NOVEMBER 26 -  6 p.m. - 
(Live Auction) - The Estate of 
Jimmy L. Thompson, seller. 
Auction location: 1245 4-H 
Park Rd., Bluffton, IN. 96.89+/- 
acres, Liberty Township, Sec-
tion 18, southern Wells County 
farmland. Highly productive 
farmland with approximately 
76+/- acres tillable land, road 
frontage along 500 W. and 200 
S, approximately 15.5+/- acres 
in woods/classified forest. Nick 
Huffman, 260-827-8255, sale 
manager, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING ENDS DECEMBER 
1 - (Online Only) - Estate of 
Eldrid Tinkel. 1995 Ford XLT 
1/2 ton pickup truck, Kom-
atsu PC10-6 mini excavator, 
antique tractors, farm imple-
ments, livestock feeder and 
waters, Amish buggy, horse 
drawn sleighs, pioneer cov-
ered wagon, horse driving 
equipment, farm primitives, 
power and hand tools, gar-
den equipment, engine stand, 
Craftsman snowblower, chain 
saws, scrap metal, vintage 

Coleman lanterns, vintage 
stop sign, antiques. Open 
house Nov. 29, 10 a.m.-noon, 
1910 N Meridian St., Marion, 
IN. Brandon Steffen, sale man-
ager, 260-710-5684, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-426-0633, 
www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
DECEMBER 1 STARTING AT 
4 p.m. EST - Various con-
signors, owners. Online only 
Elm Street consignment auc-
tion! Name brand woodworking 
tools, camping supplies, like 
new 24” Craftsman lawn vac, 
lawn & garden tools, weight 
lifting equipment, household 
furniture, Craftsman snow 
blower, antiques, collectibles, 
kitchen items, and much more! 
Preview Nov. 27, 3-5 p.m., 812 
Elm Street, Decatur, IN. Pick 
up Dec. 2, 2-6 p.m., Dec. 3, 9 
am.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 3 - Starts at 6 
p.m. - Blackford Golf Club 
(Lort Services, Inc.), owner. 
Held at Blackford County 
Fairgrounds, Hartford City, 
IN. Online bidding available. 
105+/- acres offered in 7 tracts 
or any combination. Currently 
a golf course, potential farm-
land, recreational land, devel-
opment potential, personal 
property available, Blackford 
Co. Auction mgr. Al Pfister, 
260-760-8922, Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, 
Inc., schraderauction.com, 
800-451-2709.
DECEMBER 4 - 3 p.m. - 
Online - Dusty Roach, Bank-
ruptcy Trustee, sellers. 6,142 
sq. ft. modern commercial 
building. Key features: 5 rental 
units w/4 office suites, 1 cur-
rently leased, 600 sq. ft. heat-
ed garage w/16’x12’ overhead 

door, independently controlled 
heating and cooling for units, 
expansion potential w/addi-
tional land available for future. 
Open house Nov. 27, 2-3 p.m., 
2379 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN. 
Kurt Ness, auction mgr., 260-
417-1545, Ness Bros. Realtors 
& Auctioneers, www.NessBros.
com, 260-459-3911.
DECEMBER 5 & 6 - 9 a.m. 
- Secured creditors & vari-
ous consignors, owners. 
815 Adams, St., Decatur. Day 
1: Online bidding only. Over 
300+ lots including skid loader 
attachments, tool boxes, work-
benches, iron gates, chains 
& binders, 1 trip 40’ high side 
shipping container w/side 
doors, dome shelter contain-
ers, much more! Day 2 truck & 
equipment auction! Onsite and 
online bidding offering 600+ 
lots! Cars, SUV, 1/2 ton & 3/4 
ton pickup trucks, cargo & 
passenger vans, dump trucks, 
large group of box trucks, day 
cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, 
bucket trucks, utility & semi 
trailers, SUV’s pickup trucks, 
various skid steer attach-
ments, much more! Accepting 
consignments! Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 8-15 - 2 p.m. - 
(Online only personal prop-
erty) - Thomas B. & Mary 
Lou Woodward, seller. 2016 
JD 1025R diesel utility tractor, 
Frontier RT1149 tiller, 2016 
Grasshopper zero turn mower, 
2020 Club Car Carryall 1700, 
mowers, lawn & garden, patio 
furniture, antique & modern 
furniture, vintage framed art 
work, lithograph prints, vintage 
pickle castors, glassware, col-
lectibles, more. Preview Dec. 
1, 8, 2-5 p.m., Dec. 12, 3-6 
p.m., 301 N. Highland Ave., 

Ossian. Patrick Carter, sale 
manager, 260-824-3006, The 
Steffen Group Inc., www.stef-
fengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
DECEMBER 9 - 4 p.m.- 6 p.m. 
ET - (Online) - Crandall Farm, 
seller. Property location: Two 
miles northeast of Gas, IN, 
near intersection of E 300 S 
and S 550 E, Mill Township, 
Grant County. 81.59+/- total 
acres, tillable, woods, recre-
ational land, potential building 
sites. Tract 1: 27.59+/- acres, 
18.4+/- tillable, 8+/- woods, 
1.19+/- non-tillable. Tract 2: 
54+/- acres, 28.91+/- tillable, 
23.34+/- woods, 1.75+/- non-
tillable. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-
0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-
9177, Halderman Real Estate 
& Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com.
BIDDING CLOSES DECEM-
BER 15 - 6 p.m. - Online Only 
- Jim Baker, owner. AIRPLA-
CO Pumpmaster MJ-16 con-
crete slab jacking pump sys-
tem including pump, mixer and 
tandem trailer, concrete hole 
drill, Campbell Hausfeld sta-
tionary air compressor, smoker 
grill, handmade rustic furniture, 
beautiful antique furniture, 

Husqvarna garden tractor, 2 
table saws, hand tools, power 
tools, building supplies, TV, 
modem furniture , much more! 
Preview Dec. 4, 5-6 p.m., Dec. 
7, 9-10 a.m., 5388 SW. State 
Road 116-1, Bluffton, IN. Pick 
up Dec. 17, 12-6 p.m. Full list 
at Towncountryauctions.com., 
click Fliers. Town and Country 
Auctioneers/Realtors, 260-
223-7352, Shaw Real Estate 
& Auction, Inc., 260-824-2116.
DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. - (Online Only) - Thom-
as B. & Mary Lou Wood-
ward, seller. One of a kind 
picturesque real estate offer-
ing. Outstanding 4,014 SF 

on 8.45 acres, 4 bedroom, 3 
bath home w/2 car detached 
garage. Scenic backyard w/
multiple utility sheds and gaze-
bo, Wells County. Open hous-
es Dec. 1, 8 from 2-5 p.m., 
Dec. 12 from 3-6 p.m., 301 N. 
Highland Ave., Ossian, IN. Pat 
Carter, sale manager, 260-
273-8294, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
426-0633.

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
TO CREDITORS

ESTATE NO.
90C01-2411-EU-000042

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
WELLS COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that 
EDWARD E. THOMPSON AND 
ROBERT L. THOMPSON were 
on the 8th day of November, 2024, 
appointed as Personal Represen-
tatives of the ESTATE OF JOYCE 
P. WEEKLEY, deceased, who died 
on the 29th day of September, 
2024.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
Office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after decedent’s death, whichever 
is earlier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

DATED AT BLUFFTON, INDI-
ANA, THIS 8th DAY OF Novem-
ber, 2024.

	Beth Davis
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 

	COURT FOR WELLS 
	COUNTY, INDIANA

nb 11/18, 11/25
hspaxlp

Public Notices

STATE OF INDIANA 	 )
WELLS COUNTY 	 )

	 IN THE WELLS 
	 CIRCUIT COURT
	 CAUSE NO.

90C01-2411-EU-000044
IN THE MATTER OF THE )
ESTATE OF 	 )
THOMAS F. WALTON, 	 )

Deceased 	 )
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that 

KRISS A. WALTON was, on the 
13th day of November, 2024, 
appointed personal representative 
of the estate of THOMAS F. WAL-
TON, deceased, who died on Octo-
ber 20, 2024, and was authorized 
to administer said estate without 
court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the clerk of this court with-
in three (3) months from the date of 
the first publication of this notice, 
or within nine (9) months after the 
decedent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
13th day of November, 2024.

Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Timothy K. Babcock
Attorney No. 21526-90
DALE, HUFFMAN & BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566
Attorney for Estate

nb 11/18, 11/25
hspaxlp

SUDOKU ANSWER

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Dec. deadline is Tues., Nov. 21!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is
Tues., Oct. 22!

Dec. deadline is
Tues., Nov. 21!

Nov. deadline is
Tues., Oct. 22!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is 
Tues., Oct. 22!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

A��rne� 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN 46777

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 
Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

Public Sale Calendar

Services

For Sale
Business for Sale

TURNKEY DOWNTOWN
BLUFFTON business for sale.
Call 260-273-2224 for details.

NEED MORE EMPLOYEES! 
A 20 word, line classified in 
the Bluffton News-Banner for 
a month is $52. Contact the 
office at 125 N. Johnson St.,  
824-0224, or submit on-line at 
classifieds.news-banner.com.


