
By MARK MILLER
Activity at the Wells County 

Food Bank “has been ramping 
back up this fall,” said Connie 
Kaehr, who along with Amy Moser 
coordinate the work of the all-vol-
unteer crew.

It was another busy Tuesday 
afternoon, as clients completed 
orders to be filled by volunteers in 
one room while another group of 
volunteers worked with the clients 
in a second room where some fresh 
produce, frozen meats and personal 
items are available.

The traffic had been “settling 
down some this summer,” Kaehr 
said, although she did not have any 
specific numbers at hand. But it’s 
been ramping back up, “we never 
really know why.”

“And there are always more 
needs as Christmas approaches,” 
she added, “so we’re gearing up for 
the usual rush.” In addition to regu-
lar food items, the holidays also 
see increased needs for meats, such 
as hams, along with personal items 
such as hats, gloves and scarves.

Hence, it was another relief 
for Mick Cupp, who has overseen 
the food bank’s finances for many 
years to get confirmation that, for 
the 39th consecutive year, an anon-
ymous local donor will again make 
a “challenge,” matching donations 
made to the cause between now 
and Christmas up to $20,000.

“I say this every year,” Cupp 
said, “we do not take this for grant-
ed, and we count on this fund drive 
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NATO, Ukraine to hold talks after Russia’s hypersonic missile attack 
By ILLIA NOVIKOV and 

VOLODYMYR YURCHUK 
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — NATO 
and Ukraine will hold emer-
gency talks Tuesday after Rus-
sia attacked a central city with an 
experimental, hypersonic ballistic 
missile that escalated the nearly 
33-month-old war.

The conflict is “entering a deci-
sive phase,” Poland’s Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk said Friday, and 
“taking on very dramatic dimen-
sions.”

Ukraine’s parliament canceled 
a session as security was tightened 
following Thursday’s Russian 
strike on a military facility in the 
city of Dnipro.

In a stark warning to the West, 
President Vladimir Putin said in a 
nationally televised speech that the 
attack with the intermediate-range 
Oreshnik missile was in retaliation 
for Kyiv’s use of U.S. and British 

longer-range missiles capable of 
striking deeper into Russian terri-
tory.

Putin said Western air defense 
systems would be powerless to 
stop the new missile.

Ukrainian military officials said 
the missile that hit Dnipro had 
reached a speed of Mach 11 and 
carried six nonnuclear warheads 
each releasing six submunitions.

Speaking Friday to military and 
weapons industries officials, Putin 
said Russia is launching produc-
tion of the Oreshnik.

“No one in the world has such 
weapons,” he said with a thin 
smile. “Sooner or later other lead-
ing countries will also get them. 
We are aware that they are under 
development.”

But he added, “we have this sys-
tem now. And this is important.”

Testing the missile will continue, 
“including in combat, depending 
on the situation and the character of 

security threats created for Russia,” 
Putin said, noting there is “a stock-
pile of such systems ready for use.”

Putin said that while it isn’t an 
intercontinental missile, it’s so 
powerful that the use of several 
of them fitted with conventional 
warheads in one attack could be as 
devastating as a strike with strate-
gic — or nuclear — weapons.

Gen. Sergei Karakayev, head of 
Russia’s Strategic Missile Forces, 
said the Oreshnik could reach tar-
gets across Europe and be fitted 
with nuclear or conventional war-
heads, echoing Putin’s claim that 
even with conventional warheads, 
“the massive use of the weapon 
would be comparable in effect to 
the use of nuclear weapons.”

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pes-
kov kept up Russia’s bellicose tone 
on Friday, blaming “the reckless 
decisions and actions of Western 
countries” in supplying weapons to 

SEOUL, South Korea 
(AP) — Russia has supplied 
air defense missile systems to 
North Korea in exchange for 
sending its troops to support 
Russia's war efforts against 
Ukraine, a top South Korean 
official said Friday.

The U.S., South Korea and 
Ukraine say North Korea sent 
more than 10,000 troops to Rus-
sia in October, some recently 
engaging in combat on the 
front lines. North Korea's troop 
deployment threatens to esca-
late the war, and what Russia 
could give to the North in return 

has been a source of rampant 
international speculation.

The most alarming develop-
ment for South Korea and the 
U.S. would be Russia trans-
ferring sophisticated weapons 
technology that can enhance 
North Korea's nuclear-capable 
missiles targeting its rivals. 
Many experts say, though, that 
it is unlikely Russia would do 
this in the initial stage of the 
North's troop deployment.

Shin Wonsik, national secu-
rity adviser for South Korean 
President Yoon Suk Yeol, told 

South Korea says Russia 
supplied air defense missiles to 
North Korea in return for troops

Challenge renewed, 
needs continue

Volunteers Genny Isch (in background) and Kara Frank were busy filling client requests at the Wells County Food 
Bank on a recent Tuesday afternoon. The bulk of the food bank’s annual budget for purchasing food and other 
items comes from the annual holiday campaign and matching grant. (Photo by Mark Miller)

Holiday food bank campaign 
gets another $20,000 match

On last overseas trip, Indiana 
Gov. Eric Holcomb boasts 
partnership with Saudi Arabia

Indiana’s top National Guard official also says Hoosier soldiers 
are prepared to assist with mass deportations if called upon
By CASEY SMITH

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-

comb is wrapping up his 
last international economic 
development trip — which 
included stops in Saudi Ara-
bia and Kuwait — as part of 
an ongoing effort to target 
partnerships in both the life 
sciences and defense sec-
tors.

The international trip 
was Holcomb’s 27th since 
he took office in 2017 and 
marks his last foreign jaunt 
before he passes the baton in 
January to his predecessor, 
Mike Braun.

The cost of the travel was 
paid through private dona-
tions to the Indiana Eco-
nomic Development Foun-
dation. The same funding 
scheme has sponsored Hol-

comb’s other trips, too.
“A lot of good things 

tend to happen when you 
show up,” Holcomb said 
of his global travels, speak-
ing from Kuwait during a 
Wednesday Zoom call with 
reporters. 

“Quite frankly, show-
ing up is obviously the 
bare minimum to develop-
ing relationships, but it’s so 
appreciated,” he continued. 
“And in this neck of the 
woods, so to speak, and in 
this region, and for a state 
like Indiana that has such 
a good reputation in terms 
of advanced manufacturing 
and life sciences and ag bio-
tech, we have a huge upside 
to developing relationships 
in the business community.”

In Saudi Arabia, Hol-
comb and other Indiana offi-

cials discussed opportunities 
to grow cultural and eco-
nomic relationships between 
the two regions, according 
to the governor’s office. 

The group left Indianapo-
lis Indianapolis last week 
and arrived in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, on Saturday. There, 
the delegation met with 
U.S. Ambassador Michael 
Ratney and Hoosier fami-
lies who are part of the U.S. 
Embassy community.

Company visits included 
Zimmer Biomet’s Riyadh 
facility, a medical technol-
ogy corporation, as well as a 
stop in the town of Diriyah 
to discuss tourism and cul-
tural development.

Saudi Arabia and Indi-
ana exchanged $418 mil-
lion worth of goods in 

(Continued on Page 2)
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By NOAH BERGER 
and OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ

 Associated Press
HEALDSBURG, Calif. (AP) — 

Heavy downpours fell over much of 
Northern California on Friday, causing 
small landslides, overflowing a river 
and flooding some streets, including in 
parts of San Francisco. Meanwhile tens 
of thousands of people were still without 
power in the Seattle area after several 
days in the dark.

The storm arrived in the Pacific 
Northwest earlier this week, killing two 
people and knocking out power to hun-
dreds of thousands, mostly in the Seattle 
area, before moving through Northern 
California, where several roads were 
closed due to flooding and strong winds 
toppled trees.

Forecasters warned about the risk of 
flash flooding and rockslides in areas 
north of San Francisco from this sea-
son’s strongest atmospheric river — a 
long plume of moisture that forms over 
an ocean and flows through the sky over 
land.

On the East Coast, another storm 
brought much-needed rain to New York 
and New Jersey, where rare wildfires 
have raged in recent weeks. The rain 
eased the fire danger for the rest of the 
year was a boost for ski resorts prepar-
ing to open in the weeks ahead. Parts 
of West Virginia were under a blizzard 
warning through Saturday morning, 
with up to 2 feet of snow and high winds 
making travel treacherous.

In California’s Humboldt County, 
the sheriff’s office downgraded evacua-
tion orders to warnings for people near 
the Eel River after forecasters said the 
waterway would see moderate but not 
major flooding. Officials urged residents 
to prepare for storm impacts throughout 
the week.

Flooding closed scenic Highway 1, 
also known as the Pacific Coast High-
way, in neighboring Mendocino County 
north of Point Arena near the Garcia 
River, and there was no estimate for 
when it would reopen, according to the 
California Department of Transportation.

Storm hits California with 
rain, heavy snow: Thousands 
remain in the dark in Seattle

(Continued on Page 2)



Ukraine to strike Russia.
“The Russian side has 

clearly demonstrated its 
capabilities, and the con-
tours of further retaliatory 
actions in the event that our 
concerns were not taken into 
account have also been quite 
clearly outlined,” he said.

Hungarian Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orbán, widely 
seen as having the warmest 
relations with the Kremlin in 
the European Union, echoed 
Moscow’s talking points, 
suggesting the use of U.S.-
supplied weapons in Ukraine 
likely requires direct Ameri-
can involvement.

“These are rockets that are 
fired and then guided to a tar-
get via an electronic system, 
which requires the world’s 
most advanced technology 
and satellite communications 
capability,” Orbán said on 
state radio. “There is a strong 
assumption … that these mis-
siles cannot be guided with-
out the assistance of Ameri-
can personnel.”

Orbán cautioned against 
underestimating Russia’s 
responses, emphasizing that 
the country’s recent modifi-

cations to its nuclear deploy-
ment doctrine should not be 
dismissed as a “bluff.” “It’s 
not a trick… there will be 
consequences,” he said.

Separately in Kyiv, 
Czech Foreign Minister Jan 
Lipavský called Thursday’s 
missile strike an “escalatory 
step and an attempt of the 
Russian dictator to scare the 
population of Ukraine and 
to scare the population of 
Europe.”

At a news conference with 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Andrii Sybiha, Lipavský also 
expressed his full support for 
delivering the necessary addi-
tional air defense systems to 
protect Ukrainian civilians 
from the “heinous attacks.”

He underlined that the 
Czech Republic will impose 
no limits on the use of its 
weapons and equipment 
given to Ukraine.

Three lawmakers from 
Ukraine’s parliament, the 
Verkhovna Rada, con-
firmed that Friday’s previ-
ously scheduled session was 
called off due to the ongoing 
threat of Russian missiles 
targeting government build-
ings in central Kyiv.

In addition, there also 
was a recommendation to 
limit the work of all com-
mercial offices and non-
governmental organizations 
“in that perimeter, and local 
residents were warned of the 
increased threat,” said law-
maker Mykyta Poturaiev, 
who added this is not the 
first time such a threat has 
been received.

President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s office contin-
ued to work in compliance 
with standard security mea-
sures, a spokesperson said.

Ukraine’s Main Intelli-
gence Directorate said the 
Oreshnik missile, whose 
name in Russian means 
“hazelnut tree,” was fired 
from the Kapustin Yar 4th 
Missile Test Range in Rus-
sia’s Astrakhan region, and 
flew 15 minutes before 
striking Dnipro.

Test launches of a simi-
lar missile were conducted 
in October 2023 and June 
2024, the directorate said. 
The Pentagon confirmed the 
missile was a new, experi-
mental type of intermediate-
range missile based on its 
RS-26 Rubezh interconti-

nental ballistic missile.
Thursday’s attack struck 

the Pivdenmash plant that 
built ICBMs when Ukraine 
was part of the Soviet 
Union. The military facil-
ity is located about 4 miles 
southwest of the center of 
Dnipro, a city of about 1 
million that is Ukraine’s 
fourth-largest and a key 
hub for military supplies 
and humanitarian aid, and is 
home to one of the country’s 
largest hospitals for treating 
wounded soldiers from the 
front before their transfer to 
Kyiv or abroad.

Elsewhere in Ukraine, 
Russia struck a residential 
district of Sumy overnight 
with Iranian-designed Sha-
hed drones, killing two 
people and injuring 13, the 
regional administration said.

Ukraine’s  Suspi lne 
media, quoting Sumy 
regional head Volodymyr 
Artiukh, said the drones 
were stuffed with shrapnel 
elements. “These weapons 
are used to destroy people, 
not to destroy objects,” said 
Artiukh, according to Sus-
pilne.
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Holiday food bank Weather
Saturday, November 23, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:45 p.m. Friday)
High: 46; Low: 31; Precipitation: 0.02 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.18  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: Cloudy, with a high near 45. West wind around 

10 mph. 
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 33. South-

west wind around 5 mph. 
Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 51. South wind 5 

to 10 mph. 
Sunday Night: A 30% chance of showers after 1 a.m. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 43. South wind around 10 
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 

Monday: Showers likely, mainly after 1 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 57. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Monday Night: A 40% chance of showers before 1am. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 32.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 39.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 24.
Wednesday: A slight chance of rain and snow showers 

after 1 p.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 40. Chance of 
precipitation is 20%.

Wednesday Night: A chance of rain and snow showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 28. Chance of precipita-
tion is 50%.

Thanksgiving Day: A chance of rain and snow showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 39. Chance of precipitation 
is 40%.

Thursday Night: A chance of rain and snow showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 24.

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready for 
Fall & Winter. 

Call and Schedule a 
Check Up Today!
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very much.”
While many grocery 

items and clothing items are 
donated by local individu-
als, churches and schools, 
the food bank must pur-
chase the bulk of what they 
give away.

“I remember when we 
used to spend maybe three 
of 4,000 per month on buy-
ing what we need,” Cupp 

explained. “Now it’s not 
unusual for that monthly bill 
to top $6,000, and a good 
share of the increase comes 
from inflation. Everybody 
understands that.”

The purchases are made 
primarily from Krogers and 
Troyers in Berne, both of 
which “give us very nice 
discounts,” Cupp said.

“We continue to see 
some new faces each 

week,” Kaehr noted. Clients 
must have a referral from 
the welfare office in order 
to receive food and clothing 
items.

Other than liability 
insurance, all other oper-
ating costs are donated, 
including the building and 
its utilities.

“And we have such a 
wonderful crew,” Kaehr 
said, “and this community 

comes through every year.
“We are so thankful for 

what we get,” she continued. 
“The schools, the churches 
— it’s pretty amazing.”

Donations can be sent 
to the Wells County Food 
Bank,  P.O.  Box 186, 
Bluffton IN 46714. The 
food bank is located at 
1254 S. Main St. in Bluff-
ton.

miller@news-banner.com

2023. The Hoosier State is home to 
three businesses owned by Saudi Ara-
bians, including Gas Equipment Co. 
and SABIC Innovative Plastics. Three 
Hoosier corporations also operate in 
Saudi Arabia.

“We were able to sit down with the 
(Saudi Arabian) minister of defense, 
and to have the appreciation shared 
really meant the world to me, and it 
was touching,” Holcomb said. “And 
then to think about all the other busi-
ness that we were able to do in Saudi 
Arabia — meeting with the minister of 
investment, and with their version of 
the FDA, and of health, and of sports 
— we were able to make introductions, 
and now we have a to-do list when we 
get back.”

When asked if he had any reserva-
tions about partnering with the Middle 
Eastern nation, Holcomb kept a posi-
tive outlook. Saudi Arabia has been 
accused of many human rights viola-
tions. 

“Saudi Arabia is very welcoming 
and an ally and a friend to America,” 
he said. “They shared with us that 
they were blessed with oil, and blessed 
with the sun, and also blessed to be in 
a dangerous neighborhood. We have 
had relations with them, working on 
national security issues, for as long as 
I’ve been around.”

Hoosier soldiers in Kuwait
In Kuwait, Hoosier representatives 

also traveled to a military base where 
Indiana soldiers are currently deployed. 
Holcomb additionally met with Kuwait 
officials to discuss opportunities to 
“deepen ties between the state of Indi-
ana and Kuwait.”

The government of Kuwait built 
and funded the military installation, 
which also hosts the U.S. Air Force, 
the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Marine Corps 
and the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Some 600 Hoosier soldiers began 
their deployment to Kuwait last 
month in support of Operation Spartan 
Shield — a United States operation “to 
strengthen defense relationships and 
build partner capacity through leader 
engagements, multinational exercises 
and response planning,” according to 
the Indiana Guard.

The mission returned many of the 
unit’s soldiers, who deployed for the 
same mission in 2019, to the Mid-
dle East hot bed with tensions rising 
throughout the region. 

Officials said the deployment is 
expected to last twelve months, with 
nine months spent overseas.

“They’re going to miss Thanksgiv-
ing this year. They’re going to miss 
Christmas this year. They’re going to 
miss the New Year’s this year back 
home with their families in Indiana, 
but hopefully they’re back by next 
year,” Holcomb said of the Indiana 
soldiers currently stationed in Kuwait. 
“But to be able to be around them and 
say thank you and have a Thanksgiv-
ing lunch with them in person, and 
to be able to check in … they would 
make you proud to see them in action, 
in uniform, over here.”

While in Kuwait City, Holcomb 
also visited the U.S. Embassy to meet 
with U.S. Ambassador Karen Sasahara 
prior to hosting a roundtable with local 
business stakeholders in the advanced 
manufacturing, life sciences, defense 
and agbioscience industries.

Kuwait imported $28 million worth 
of Indiana goods in 2023, including 
chemicals, fabricated metal, machin-
ery, plastics and rubber and transporta-
tion equipment.

“We were able to cobble together 
some very, very good meetings in the 
corporate community after we got 
back from the base today, and so I’m 
chomping at the bit to do more,” the 

governor said, acknowledging that 
“this very well could be my last trip.”

“But that doesn’t mean it’s the last 
work I’m going to do before I leave,” 
he noted. “We’ll be working until the 
last hour, the last day — and some of 
that is on deals that I hope are getting 
teed up right now, from over these last 
few days.”

Holcomb weighs in 
on mass deportations

Gen. R. Dale Lyles, head of the 
Indiana National Guard, further indi-
cated on the conference call that — if 
called upon by U.S. officials — Hoo-
sier soldiers are prepared to assist with 
mass deportations.

Such marching orders could come 
from president-elect Donald Trump, 
who on Monday confirmed that he 
would declare a national emergency 
to carry out his campaign promise of 
mass deportations of migrants living in 
the U.S. without legal permission.

Trump has pledged to get started on 
mass deportations as soon as he enters 
office.

“The Indiana National Guard, first 
and foremost, works for the governor, 
and so we answer to the governor, but 
we also have a dual mission, a federal 
mission,” Lyles said when asked about 
the Hoosier Guard’s ability to answer a 
federal call for assistance. “The execu-
tive branch that we would potentially 
work for is something that we would 
just have to stand by and see where 
that mission comes from.”

Lyles said further the Indiana 
National Guard “is indeed trained for 
domestic operations,” as well as inter-
national ones. 

“We follow the orders given by the 
executive branch after we follow the 
orders given by our governor,” Lyles 
added. “We are well-manned and well-
equipped and well-trained to execute 
missions that are given to us.”

Santa Rosa saw its wet-
test three-day period on 
record with about 12.5 inch-
es of rain, according to the 
National Weather Service in 
the Bay Area.

A small mudslide threat-
ened a home in the commu-
nity of Fitch Mountain, near 
Healdsburg, nestled in hills 
along the Russian River in 
Sonoma County. Moderate 
rain was falling, and offi-
cials worried the slide could 
grow and hit several homes 
downhill.

“Our concern is while 
this property may be OK, 
the earth between it and 
the road below is slipping, 
and the mudslide is affect-
ing downhill properties,” 
said Tennis Wick, permits 
and resource director for 
Sonoma County.

Dana Eaton, who lives in 
one of the downhill proper-
ties and was clad in a yellow 
rain slicker and hat, said she 
was worried, too. In 2019, 
mud cascaded into a neigh-
bor’s garage.

Asked what the last few 
days have been like, she 
laughed: “Wet. Constant 
rain. It’s like everywhere else 
in the county, but so far noth-
ing major, just concerns.”

In Washington state near-
ly 127,000 people were still 
without electricity, mostly 
in the Seattle area’s King 
County, as crews worked to 
clear streets of downed lines, 
branches and other debris. 
Utility officials said the out-
ages, which began Tuesday, 
could last into Saturday.

People flocked to a 
suburban senior center in 
Issaquah to get warm food 
and plug in their cellphones 
and other devices. One of 
them, Melissa Tryon, said 
she had been unable to 
charge her electric motor-
ized wheelchair and had to 
throw out all the food in her 
refrigerator after it went bad.

Gale warnings were 
issued off Washington, 
Oregon and California, and 
high wind warnings were in 

effect across parts of North-
ern California and Oregon. 
There were winter storm 
warnings for parts of the 
California Cascades and the 
Sierra Nevada.

The National Weather 
Service in Reno, Nevada, 
reported a 128-mph gust of 
wind in the morning at the 
top of Palisades Tahoe ski 
resort, about 10 miles north-
west of Lake Tahoe, where 
some runs were open. Gusts 
up to 86 mph were recorded 
at Mt. Rose, which closed 
due to the weather.

The system roared ashore 
on the West Coast on Tues-
day as a “ bomb cyclone,” 
which occurs when a 
cyclone intensifies rapidly. 
It unleashed fierce winds 
that toppled trees onto roads, 
vehicles and homes.

Officials warned of the 
risk of flash flooding, rock-
slides and debris flows, espe-
cially where hillsides were 
loosened by recent wildfires.

In the Northeast, which 
has been hit by drought, 
more than 2 inches of rain 
was expected by Saturday 
morning north of New York 
City, with snow mixed in at 
higher elevations.

Despite the mess, the pre-
cipitation was expected to 
help ease drought conditions 
in a state that has seen an 
exceptionally dry fall.

“It’s not going to be a 
drought buster, but it’s defi-
nitely going to help when 
all this melts,” said Bryan 
Greenblatt, a National Weath-
er Service meteorologist in 
Binghamton, New York.

Heavy snow fell in 
northeastern Pennsylva-
nia, including the Pocono 
Mountains, prompting a raft 
of school closures. Higher 
elevations reported up to 
17 inches, with lesser accu-
mulations in valley cities 
like Scranton and Wilkes-
Barre. More than 100,000 
customers in 10 counties 
lost power, and the state 
transportation department 
imposed speed restrictions 
on some highways.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Holcomb boasts partnership

Missile attack

Storm

(Continued from Page 1)

South Korea
an SBS TV program Friday that South 
Korea has found Russia provided missiles 
and other equipment to help it reinforce its 
air defense network for Pyongyang, the cap-
ital. Shin didn't say what specific missiles 
Russia gave to North Korea.

Lee Illwoo, an expert with the Korea 
Defense Network in South Korea, said that 
Russia has likely sent S-400 long-range sur-
face-to-air missiles, launchers and ground-
based radar systems. He said that North 
Korea is capable of building shorter-range 
surface-to-air missiles on its own.

The S-400 missile, with a range of 250 
miles, is considered one of Russia's most 
advanced anti-aircraft weapons. But Lee 
questioned how significantly it can boost 
Pyongyang's air defense, saying Russian air 
defense systems have failed to effectively 
deal with Ukrainian drone assaults.

Many observers say North Korea has 
likely felt the urgent need to boost its air 
defense capabilities after it last month 
accused South Korea of flying drones to 
scatter propaganda leaflets over Pyongyang. 
North Korea threatened to take military 
action if leaflets were again dropped. South 
Korea's military has refused to confirm 
whether or not it was behind the alleged 

drone flights.
Kim Dae Young, a military expert at the 

Korea Research Institute for National Strat-
egy, said it's possible that the air defense 
systems North Korea acquired from Russia 
could include counter-drone equipment.

Kim said that Pyongyang's outdated 
air defense system would need years of 
improvement and potentially huge external 
help to cope with the superior air forces of 
South Korea and the United States.

Shin said Russia has also appeared to 
have given economic assistance to North 
Korea and various military technologies, 
including those needed for the North's 
efforts to build a reliable space-based sur-
veillance system. Shin didn't say whether 
Russia has already transferred sensitive 
nuclear and missile technologies to North 
Korea.

During a summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un last year, Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin already said that Mos-
cow was willing to help the North build sat-
ellites. North Korea put its first spy satellite 
into orbit in November last year, but foreign 
experts question whether that satellite can 
produce militarily meaningful imagery. The 
North's attempt to launch a second spy satel-
lite failed in May.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Police Notebook

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

From our family
 to you ...
  � e Reimschisel family at 
Family Ford of Blu�  on 
hope that you will take a 
few moments at least once 
each week to spend some 
time with what really 
matters during these 
“interesting times.”    
  � is short essay is from

 — a free publication we 
would love to share with 
you. Stop in anytime. 
� ere is no cost or 
obligation.

970 N. Main St., Blu�  on
824-2300

®

Adam R. Holz, Our Daily Bread®, Copyright © 2024 by Our Daily Bread Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. 
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. www.odb.org/. For further distribution, please contact - permissionsdept@odb.org

Destination Recreation
I can’t believe we’re at the end of 

November already. Our office has been 
busy gearing up for a fun-filled Decem-
ber, and we hope to see you at our excit-
ing holiday events! 

Join the Search for Santa’s Helper 
Dec. 2-18. Children ages 12 and under, 
get ready for a festive adventure. Pep-
permint the Elf is hiding in the parks 
around Bluffton, and it’s your job to find 
him. Here’s how to play: Keep your eyes 
peeled for a photo of Peppermint hidden 
in one of the Bluffton parks. Once you 
find the photo, take a selfie with it and 
post it to the Bluffton Parks Facebook 
Page for a chance to win a special prize. 
Winners will be randomly selected and 
notified via Facebook. 

Get ready for a paws-itively festive 
event for your pup. You and your furry 
friends are invited to our annual Paws & 
Claus celebration on Wednesday, Dec. 
11, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at the Bluff-
ton City Gym. Bring your camera and 
capture the perfect holiday moment as 
your pet meets Santa Claus. All pets will 
receive FREE treats, so bring your clean, 
leashed companion to join in the fun. Pet-
friendly businesses and organizations 
are welcome to participate as vendors.
Contact us at events@blufftonindiana.
gov for free table space. We can’t wait to 
celebrate the holiday season with you and 
your pets.

A special Toddler Story Time with 
Mrs. Claus will be held on Dec. 12 at 11 
a.m. in the Bluffton City Gym. Toddlers 
are invited to listen to Mrs. Claus read 
stories, participate in fun winter crafts, 
and burn off some energy in a bounce 
house. This is a free drop-in event. 

Santa is coming to town and making 
a special stop at the Bluffton City Gym. 
Join us for a magical evening at Win-
ter Wonderland on Thursday, Dec. 12, 

from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
Bring the whole family 
to enjoy fun games and 
activities, a bounce house, and a chance 
to meet Santa and share your Christmas 
wish list. This is a free drop-in event. 

The Parks Department was happy to 
be on the Parlor City Christmas Plan-
ning Committee again this year. Join 
us for a fun, family-friendly festival 
throughout downtown Bluffton on Sat-
urday, Dec. 14. Enjoy carriage and trol-
ley rides, a shopping fair featuring more 
than 35 vendors, musical entertainment, a 
goodie walk throughout downtown, rein-
deer visits, a NEW trampoline show and 
more. Thanks to our great sponsors, most 
events are FREE. 

Start the new year strong with the 
Wells Winter Fitness Challenge — now 
with even more ways to stay active this 
winter. Pick your challenge, log your 
progress, and let’s tackle those winter 
goals together:

Wells Winter 100 Mile Challenge: 
Walk or run 100 miles by March 21. 
That’s just 10 miles a week — are you 
ready to go the distance?

Wells Winter Fitness Minutes Chal-
lenge: Stay active with 1,800 minutes of 
any activity this winter (indoor/outdoor 
biking, walking, yoga, pickleball, etc.). 
Aim for 150 minutes a week (30 minutes 
five times a week), and you’ll be on track.

Kids 50 Mile Challenge: For kids 12 
and under — run or walk 50 miles and 
join in the fun.

All participants receive a Wells Win-
ter Challenge T-shirt, a medal for cross-
ing the finish line by spring, and access to 
our Strava group. Plus, earn chances for 
prizes by sharing your journey on Strava 
or Facebook. Let’s make this winter one 
to remember. Sign up online at https://
tinyurl.com/yx9u7hkf. 

Have a great week!

&News  Notes

Bluffton &Parks   Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

Lana Kay Shoaf, 47, of Bluffton, passed 
away on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, at the 
Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio. Lana 
was born in Bluffton on June 14, 1977, to 
David J. and Loretta K. (Aschliman) Smith. 
Lana married Timothy J. Shoaf on Dec. 
14, 1996.

She is survived by her husband of 27 
years, Timothy J. Shoaf of Bluffton; her 
father, David (Lori) Smith of Bluffton; her 
children, Althea Joy Shoaf, Grace Aschli 
Shoaf, Jackson Timothy Shoaf, Josie Kay 
Shoaf and Godrey K. Shoaf; siblings, Aus-
tin (Rachel) Smith of Decatur, Lisa (Jona-

than) Ringger of South East Asia, Jason 
(Julie) Smith of Boswell, Pennsilvaniya, 
and Joshua (Tricia) Smith of Fort Wayne.

Visitation will be on Monday, Nov. 25, 
2024, from 1:00-8:00 p.m. at First Menno-
nite Church, Berne.

A Funeral Service will be held at 10:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, also at 
the First Mennonite Church, with visita-
tion 1 hour prior to the service. Pastor Jeff 
Linthicum will be officiating and burial 
will follow in M.R.E. Cemetery.

Arrangements were entrusted to Hag-
gard-Hirschy & Zelt Funeral Home.

Lana Kay Shoaf, 47

Local Roundup
Norwell school board will 

meet Tuesday evening
The board of the Norwell Community 

Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, at 
the school district’s central office, 312 N. 
Jefferson St. in Ossian.

Items on the agenda include:
• Personnel and financial matters. 
• Superintendent’s report.
• Recommendation to purchase trans-

finder bus routing system.
• Recommendation to upgrade Board-

Docs to Diligent Community. 
• Department updates.
• Construction updates.

Bluffton Board of Works to 
meet Tuesday afternoon
The Bluffton Board of Public Works and 

Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
26, in the meeting room on the first floor of 
City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Wells County BZA will  
meet Tuesday evening

The Wells County Board of Zoning 
Appeals will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
26, in Room 214 on the ground floor of the 
Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St. in Bluffton.

INCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, 5:49 p.m., 

320 W Dustman Rd. Physi-
cal altercation between two 
men.

Thursday, 6:28 p.m., 400 
block of Cedar Road. Report 
of trespassing.

Thursday, 7:04 p.m., 300 
block Main Street. White van 
with two men parked in lot. 
Officer provided escort for 
employees to their vehicles. 

Friday, 1:04 a.m., Wabash 
and Indiana streets. Traffic 
stop. Vehicle towed. 

Friday, 10:34 a.m., 
Walmart. Report of vehicle 
harassing people in park-
ing lot, asking for money. 
Unable to locate. 

County:
Friday, 7:34 a.m., S.R. 

116 and C.R. 600 E, Bluff-
ton. Injured deer. Issued tag.

Ossian:
Friday, 12:22 a.m., Silo 

Farms. Noise complaint. 
Unable to locate. 

ACCIDENTS
County:
Friday, 6:06 a.m., C.R. 

100 E at 400 N, Bluffton. 
Hope Myers, 46, Bluffton, 
was driving a 2015 Nissan 
Altima northbound on C.R. 
100 E and struck a deer. 
Vehicle towed. Property 
owner issued deer tag. Dam-
age exceeded $5,000. 

Friday, 7:01 a.m., C.R. 
100 E and 350 N, Murray. 
Johnny Wells, 69, Ossian, 
was driving a 2015 GMC 
Sierra south on C.R. 100 E 
and struck a deer. Damage 
exceeded $2,500.

FIRES
Thursday, 2:44 a.m., 6443 

S 100 W, Poneto. Structure 
fire. Montpelier, Markle, 
Nottingham Township, 
Liberty Township, Poneto 
and Chester Township fire 
departments responded. Fire 
under control at 4:23 a.m. 
Response returned at 10:35 
a.m. Fire under control at 
10:50 a.m.

ARRESTS
Matthew R. Banas, 35, 

Bluffton; probation viola-
tion, a Level 6 felony. No 
bond set. 

Sebastian Leonel Rivera 
Morales, 20, Bluffton; false 
reporting, a Class B misde-
meanor, and minor in pos-
session of alcohol, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Booked and 
released. 

Indiana receives $196 million 
loan to improve drinking water

By NIKI KELLY
 Indiana Capital Chronicle

The head of the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s Water Office, Bruno Pig-
ott, joined Indiana Finance Authority’s Jim 
McGoff on Friday to announce a $196 million 
loan to improve drinking water and wastewa-
ter systems statewide. This funding will help 
address the demands of a growing population.

The State of Indiana intends to use this 
loan to finance drinking water and waste-
water infrastructure improvement projects 
to better serve Indiana communities. This 
investment will help address aging infra-
structure and expand services in commu-
nities experiencing growing needs. Proj-
ects that will receive funding are located 
throughout the state and are expected to 
benefit 134,000 Indiana residents.

EPA’s State Infrastructure Financing 
Authority Water Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act program provides loans 
exclusively to state financing authorities, 
also known as state revolving fund pro-
grams. This SWIFIA loan offers additional 
low-cost financing to Indiana’s Clean Water 
and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds, 
that will help implement critical water infra-
structure projects in the state.

“I want to congratulate the State of 

Indiana for securing a $196 million loan 
from EPA. Through our partnership, we 
will upgrade water infrastructure across 
the state to keep residents healthy, protect 
water resources, and create good-paying 
jobs while keeping water bills affordable,” 
Pigott said. “The State of Indiana is ahead 
of the curve in securing EPA financing to 
advance water infrastructure goals and ben-
efit 134,000 people across the state.”

“The IFA is continually searching for 
alternative funding sources to keep pace 
with Indiana’s increasing water-infrastruc-
ture needs,” said McGoff. “EPA’s SWIFIA 
program provides that additional source 
of funding, which will help communities 
across Indiana invest more than $400 mil-
lion in their local water systems.”

This loan will be Indiana Finance 
Authority’s first SWIFIA loan and third 
loan through the EPA’s Water Infrastruc-
ture Finance and Innovation Act program, 
totaling more than $630 million in WIFIA 
financing to advance water infrastructure 
projects in Indiana. The SWIFIA loan will 
offer the authority further flexibilities by 
allowing deferment of principal payments 
for 20 years and substantial savings for Indi-
ana residents. Savings from Indiana’s first 
WIFIA loan totaled more than $130 million.

Gov.-elect Braun unveils 
streamlined cabinet plan 
with eight policy focuses

By WHITNEY
 DOWNARD

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana’s next governor 

has big plans for the execu-
tive office, as shared with 
the Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle on Thursday, a proposal 
that would trim his cabinet 
to include eight policy sec-
retaries aligned with core 
governing areas. Governor-
elect Mike Braun’s new 
cabinet will seek to model 
“efficiency, accountability 
and communication in state 
government,” according to 
the release. 

Cabinet members will 
include Braun, incoming 
Lt. Gov. Micah Beckwith, 
Braun’s chief of staff, the 
superintendent of state police, 
the adjutant general of the 
Indiana National Guard and 
secretaries over eight policy 
areas or “verticals.” Secretar-
ies could also serve as agency 
heads, meaning not every 
role will need to be filled by 

a new hire, but each will be 
“empower(ed) … to drive 
progress within their verti-
cal.” 

Related agencies will be 
grouped together into their 
policy areas, which include 
topics such as commerce, 
education, and health and 
family services. Earlier 
this month, Braun tapped 
his transition team and 
announced he would have 
12 councils evaluating key 
areas.

“This new cabinet model 
will allow us to be laser-
focused on delivering results 
for Hoosiers,” Braun said 
in the release. “By aligning 
agencies and reorganizing 
the executive branch, we 
can drive accountability for 
leaders and agencies, pro-
mote better coordination and 
communication between our 
administration and the Indi-
ana General Assembly, and 
create efficiency across state 
government.”

Cabinet positions will 
include:

• A Secretary of Manage-
ment and Budget will be 
responsible for developing a 
budget aligned with the gov-
ernor’s vision and serving 
as operational oversight for 
other secretaries. 

• Eighteen agencies and 
departments will report to 
this person, including the 
Inspector General, the Pub-
lic Retirement System and 
the State Budget Agency. 

• A Secretary of Com-
merce will oversee the 
state’s economic develop-
ment plan.

• Eight agencies and 
departments will report to 
this person, including the 
Indiana Economic Develop-
ment Corp. the Department 
of Workforce Development, 
the Hoosier Lottery and 
the Indiana Housing and 
Community Development 
Authority. 

(Continued on Page 10)
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By The Associated Press 
Today is Saturday, Nov. 23, the 

328th day of 2024. There are 38 days 
left in the year.

Today in history: On Nov. 23, 
1984, Boston College quarterback 
Doug Flutie completed one of the 
most famous passes in college foot-
ball history, connecting with Gerald 
Phelan for a 48-yard touchdown with 
no time left on the clock as Boston 
College defeated the Miami Hurri-
canes 47-45.

Also on this date:
In 1963, President Lyndon B. 

Johnson proclaimed Nov. 25 a day 
of national mourning following the 
assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy.

In 1971, the People’s Republic 
of China was seated in the United 
Nations Security Council.

In 1980, an estimated 2,500-3,000 
people were killed by a series of 
earthquakes in southern Italy.

In 1996, a commandeered Ethio-
pian Airlines Boeing 767 crashed into 
the water off the Comoro Islands, kill-
ing 125 of the 175 people on board, 
including all three hijackers.

In 2005, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was 
elected president of Liberia, becom-
ing the first woman to lead an African 
country.

In 2006, former KGB spy Alexan-
der Litvinenko died in London from 
radiation poisoning after making a 
deathbed statement blaming Russian 

President Vladimir Putin.
In 2008, the U.S. government 

unveiled a bold plan to rescue Citi-
group, injecting a fresh $20 billion 
into the troubled firm as well as guar-
anteeing hundreds of billions of dol-
lars in risky assets.

In 2011, Yemen’s authoritarian 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh agreed 
to step down amid a fierce uprising to 
oust him after 33 years in power.

Today’s Birthdays: Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
is 74. Singer Bruce Hornsby is 70. 
TV journalist Robin Roberts (“Good 
Morning America”) is 64. Olympic 
gold medal sprinter Asafa Powell is 
42. NHL center Nicklas Bäckström is 
37. Singer-actor Miley Cyrus is 32.

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper. 

Today in History
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Brace yourself. Property taxes are back in the news.
As you’ve 

likely noticed, 
property taxes 
were back in the news this week as the 
State and Local Tax Review task force 
wrapped up their efforts with a set 
of recommendations to be forwarded 
to the upcoming 2025 session of the 
Indiana Legislature. Our local con-
nection, besides our fixation on how 
our local residential property taxes 
have been an increasing share of the 
total pie, is, as reported, our state Sen. 
Travis Holdman’s involvement in the task force.

There have also been some other new news, which 
can be summarized by two statements (with some 
expounding of course):

• Hoosiers are not alone in their frustrations with 
property taxes.

There were ballot measures in eight states Nov. 5, 
“a sign of mounting frustration with tax bills that have 
soared alongside big increases in home values,” the 
Wall Street Journal reported. Florida and Georgia were 
among the states that voted for certain limits, but North 
Dakota rejected a proposal of a complete ban.

Georgia approved a plan that would limit property 
assessment increases for current homeowners to an 
annual inflation rate rather than the real market value. 
Exactly how that would work and what impact it might 
have is, of course, complicated. New Mexico, Colorado 
and Virginia each voted to expand property tax exemp-
tions for veterans or their families.

Perhaps the most unusual property tax-related mea-
sure to pass came in Arizona and from the conservative 
Goldwater Institute. The think tank devised the proposal 
that allows real estate owners to apply for property tax 
refunds when they spend money to protect their prop-
erties from homeless individuals, or to repair damage 
allegedly caused by them.

• But the experts say we’ve got it pretty good.
Meanwhile, the Tax Foundation, a conservative-

leaning but highly respected think tank based, of course, 
in Washington D.C., has released its most recent study 
of tax policies across the nation. Indiana has consistently 
been among the most “tax friendly” states in their analy-
ses — ranking as the 9th best for a number of years 
before recently slipping back to 10th place in their over-
all ratings.

They also break down their rankings in the different 
tax categories, such as income taxes, corporate taxes, 
sales taxes and of course, property taxes. The irony here 
is that these independent analysts have determined that 

we Hoosiers enjoy the fifth-best-rated property tax sys-
tem in the nation.

The exact criteria on which this is based is not as 
clear as I’d like, but it is certainly largely based on 
the property taxes paid as a percentage of property 
values — both residential and business. Our research 
has shown that not only are Hoosier averages below 
the national average, but Wells County’s are below the 
Hoosier average.

So, what are we complaining about? Well, it depends 
on whom you ask. Businesses? Farmers? Landlords? 
Homeowners? There’s been a definite “tax shift” and as 
you may recall, our research in local residential owner-
occupied properties have found increases in annual 
property tax bills since 2018 all across the board — 
from single digit increases to more than doubling over 
those six years. And that inconsistency in assessments 
has been at the core of many complaints.

———
I will add to this entry a few thoughts on two bullet 

points of the task force’s final report, which said that 
all “eligible taxpayers older than 65 should receive a 
credit” to ensure bill reductions, and that Indiana “make 
progress toward” a transparent and accountable property 
tax system in which taxpayers see bills drop when rates 
drop.

“Eligible” is an important word regarding us senior 
citizens. It at least implies that not all homeowners 
over 65 should get an automatic reduction just because 
they’re old, which I totally agree. I do think the existing 
income threshold for older-homeowner credits needs to 
be raised. As to where that lands, we will leave that to 
those who get paid the big bucks to make those deci-
sions.

As for more simplicity, I think we need to wish our 
legislators good luck. In his closing remarks, co-chair 
Rep. Jeff Thompson, R-Lizton, urged his fellow legisla-
tors to keep that in mind as they craft and vet any legis-
lation regarding property and local income taxes.

When anyone has made any reference that I might 
know enough about property taxes to be some kind 
of “expert,” I have replied that “the more I’ve learned 
about property taxes, the more I don’t know.” But I 
think I know enough to recognize that crafting a system 
“in which taxpayers see bills drop when rates drop” may 
be impossible. It’s just not that simple. Can it be? We 
will see, I guess.

Meanwhile, I found it interesting why one of the 
House members on the SALTR task force, Edward 
DeLaney, D-Indianapolis, was the lone dissenter in 
approving the formal report, noting he saw “no focused 
relief” for homeowners. He argued that homeowners 

have gradually shouldered a higher share of the state’s 
overall property tax burden.

“We could deal with that,” he addressed Thompson, 
who chaired Wednesday’s meeting and also heads the 
House Ways and Means Committee.

“Yes, and I hope to,” Thompson replied.
“We’re not dealing with it in this proposal,” DeLaney 

said.
“That’s correct,” Thompson replied.
The task force subsequently added more specific lan-

guage to the first recommendation during the meeting 
after Sen. Fady Qaddoura, D-Indianapolis, suggested 
adding “particularly for homesteads” to the end of the 
first recommendation. It was approved by consent.

That was not enough to appease DeLaney, who also 
made an observation that I’d neither thought about nor 
heard anyone else previously share. He noted “the criti-
cal distinction” between homeowner property and any 
other form of property. 

“My house is only a source of expense. It does not 
generate any income for me, it only generates expense” 
in the form of mortgage payments, insurance, and 
property taxes, he explained. “All these other forms of 
property, where we’ve shifted the tax away from them, 
all have income attached to them. This is where we’ve 
gotten away from understanding the concerns of citi-
zens.” Particularly senior citizens on fixed incomes, he 
continued, but he also cited statistics that show younger 
people are not buying homes, he feels in large part due 
to higher property taxes.

Interesting. But there are some wrinkles to this. 
Commercial real estate, particularly industrial proper-
ties, provide the jobs that drives the incomes for people 
to afford those homes. Rental properties provide income 
for the owners but also are a key part of the economy in 
— theoretically at least — providing lower-cost housing 
options. Higher property taxes for rentals are ultimately 
passed along to the renter.

However, DeLaney’s observation is also consistent 
with Holdman’s oft-repeated observation that the prop-
erty tax “is a wealth tax,” as opposed to a tax based on 
ability to pay. However, DeLaney also made a point 
that the current Homestead deductions and tax credits 
disproportionately favor the wealthier, giving some meat 
to an argument that this wealth tax is harder on the least 
wealthy homeowners, not to mention renters.

All of which again displays the complexity of proper-
ty taxes, not only in mechanics but also in theory. Which 
guarantees that “fixing” all of this, despite Hoosiers hav-
ing a relatively favorable system, will continue to be in 
the news.

miller@news-banner.com

Saturday’s Sub

Mark Miller

PARIS — When I traveled 
to France and Germany this 
week, I expected to find Euro-
peans aghast at President-elect 
Donald Trump’s decisive vic-
tory. But sitting in a glittering, 
pink-wallpapered conference 
room at the Quai d’Orsay dur-
ing a gathering of security 
experts, I heard a pragmatic 
recognition that, as one diplo-
mat put it, “the American vot-
ers have spoken.”

Europeans are still quite ner-
vous about Trump, based on his “Amer-
ica First” campaign rhetoric and his 
first-term record as a NATO basher. But 
I found a surprising mood of acceptance 
in four separate meetings in Paris and 
Berlin. It was summed up at the Quai, 
gilded headquarters of the French foreign 
ministry, by Benjamin Haddad, France’s 
minister for European affairs.

“We worked with the first Trump 
administration, and we will work with 
the second. … You have to be emotion-
ally neutral about what’s out of your 
control,” Haddad told a gathering of 
French, German and Polish experts. I 
didn’t hear a dissenting voice around the 
table. The big concern at this meeting, as 
all the others, was Trump’s position on 
Ukraine, for which Haddad warned that a 
U.S. “capitulation” to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin would be “disastrous” for 
Europe.

The meeting at the Quai and the other 
gatherings were organized by the Ger-
man Marshall Fund, a U.S.-based think 
tank. (Disclosure: I’m a former GMF 
trustee.) European leaders have been 
contacting Trump since his victory on 
Nov. 5. What they’ve encountered is a 
president-elect posing questions about 
Ukraine, rather than making demands. 
An example was the call by German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz the weekend 
after Trump’s election. “What do you 
think of [Ukrainian President Volody-

myr] Zelensky’s victory plan? 
What do you think of Putin?” 
Trump asked, according to a 
senior German official familiar 
with the call.

Europeans have gathered 
notes about similar calls by 
leaders of France, Poland, Den-
mark, the Czech Republic and 
other countries. “The calls were 
friendlier than expected, and 
Trump was more in a listening 
mode — well prepared and not 
rambling,” said the German 

official.
These upbeat comments surely reflect 

Europe’s desire to develop a good work-
ing relationship with Trump at a time 
of crisis and confusion. 
As one former foreign 
minister put it grimly 
during a conversation on 
Thursday in Berlin: “It’s 
the worst nightmare from 
a European perspective: 
In the East, an imperial 
aggressor; in the West, an 
America that is no longer 
transatlantic; and in the 
middle, a Europe that is 
weak.”

Europe’s leading 
spokesman in discussions 
with Trump, several offi-
cials told me, is likely to 
be Mark Rutte, a former 
Dutch prime minister who 
is the new secretary gen-
eral of NATO. Rutte has been described 
as a “Trump whisperer,” in part because 
he assuaged the then-president after a 
2018 tirade about NATO by agreeing 
that Trump was right to demand that alli-
ance members spend more on defense.

Rutte is expected to travel to Mar-
a-Lago soon to discuss strategy for the 
Ukraine peace negotiations that Trump 
has said he wants, officials told me. 
Rutte’s message will be that Trump’s 

interests and Europe’s are both served 
by a “just and lasting peace,” one that 
doesn’t reward Russian aggression and 
can provide durable security guarantees 
for Ukraine, the senior German pre-
dicted.

A bad deal would hurt Trump as much 
as Europe, Rutte and others are likely 
to advise: “Be aware that you have to 
solve Ukraine in a way that doesn’t come 
back to haunt you during your term,” is 
how the German official described the 
message to Trump. A condition of any 
successful peace agreement is that “this 
war will never happen again,” because 
Ukraine’s security will be protected, 
Europeans will argue.

During a private meeting in Brussels 

this week with NATO defense ministers, 
Rutte urged European leaders to engage 
Trump. “Don’t gossip about Trump. 
Call him and get him on board,” Rutte 
advised, according to one European offi-
cial who was present. “Make sure that 
America stays on our side.”

Rutte also urged the European defense 
ministers to increase their defense spend-
ing well above the target of two percent 
of gross domestic product. “If this war 

ends with Russia winning, we’ll have an 
emboldened Russia on our border, and 
the cost of driving Putin back won’t be 
3 percent of GDP, but 4 or 5 percent,” 
Rutte told the group, according to the 
official.

Europeans asked dozens of questions 
about Trump during my meetings. At an 
elegant dinner in an 18th-century man-
sion in Paris, with frescoes on the ceiling 
above us, several guests asked about the 
role of Elon Musk in the new administra-
tion. Another wondered whether Pete 
Hegseth, Trump’s nominee for defense 
secretary, would destabilize the U.S. 
military, on which NATO depends. One 
wanted to know whether Trump would 
try to seek a third term.

The same anxious curios-
ity was evident at a gathering 
of German security experts 
in Berlin. Guests wondered 
whether Trump, the great 
“dealmaker,” would attempt 
a normalization deal between 
Saudi Arabia and Israel 
(yes, I answered), or engage 
China’s President Xi Jinping 
(maybe, if the China hawks 
in his Cabinet allow him). 
One offered a chilling predic-
tion that a European war with 
Russia will happen in four 
years if Putin isn’t stopped in 
Ukraine.

My takeaway from 
these conversations was 
that Europe knows it needs 

Trump. France and Germany, the tradi-
tional anchors of the European Union, 
are weak politically and financially. A 
menacing Russia is at the door. Trump 
is the leader of a frazzled transatlantic 
Western alliance, whether he likes it or 
not. The gut-check question is how he 
will work with Europe to stop the current 
conflict in Ukraine — and avoid another 
round.

Follow David Ignatius on X:@ignatiuspost

David
Ignatius

Europe comes to terms with the Trump restoration
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A CITY ON A HILL 
CHURCH

705 W.-900 N., 
Uniondale

9 a.m. - First Service. 
10:45 - Second Service.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH LCMS

6114E-750N, Ossian
blcsossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service. 
10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice 
of Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday School. 
11 a.m. - Worship. 6 p.m.  - 
Service.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 p.m. - 
Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:45 - Sunday School.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

CHRISTIAN NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 6 
p.m. - Praise & worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for ages 
6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. 
- Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:40 a.m. - Sunday 
School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 a.m. 
- Discipleship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF OSSIAN

1001 Dehner Dr.
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL 
classes. 10:15 - Worship. 6 
p.m. - Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/youth 

& Adult Sunday School. 
10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian

www.ossianfp.church
8:45 a.m. - Sunday 

school. 10 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship.

KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

2803 N. Main St.
jw.org

10 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BIBLE
6626 Village Way, Berne

gracebibleberne.com
9 a.m. - Sunday classes. 

10 a.m. - Collective Wor-
ship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:30 - Sunday School.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service (Chil-

dren’s programs available).

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellowship. 
10:15 - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir practice. 

9 a.m. - Coffee, donuts, 
conversation. 9:30 - Wor-
ship w/infant nursery & 
children’s church. 10:45 - 
Sunday School.

 
LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 - 

Sunday School.

LIVING WATER 
UNITED CHURCH

6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 

a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL 
HILL SEVENTH 

DAY ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible study 
groups. 10:30 - Worship. 
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St., 

Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)

8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.

webs.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School & 

Adult Bible study. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, Worship 
child care nurse. 10 a.m. 
- Fellowship. 10:15 - Adult 
Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
parkccbluffton.org

10 a.m. - Connection. 11 
a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 - 

Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. 

- Fellowship. 10:15 - Sun-
day School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St. 
Suite 108, 110

riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s class-
es available during Sunday 
School & Worship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto

9 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or by 
appointment - Confessions. 
5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. - 

Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. 
LUTHERAN

16933 Thiele Rd. 
stmarkfw.org

8:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10 a.m. - Worship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Children’s Sunday School.

MARKLE RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

THE CHURCH AT 
MCNATT

9221 W 800 S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fellow-
ship. 9:15 - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.

6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 10 
a.m. - Adult & Children’s 
Worship.

UNIONDALE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

5867 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

 
UNIONTOWN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fellow-
ship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

205 S. Adams St., 
Monroe

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 
- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.

10 a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST

3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.
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A TALE OF 
TWO KITTIES

“Daddy, how do you catch 
a cat?”

Lenny stopped typ-
ing.

“ S a y  w h a t , 
buddy?” he called 
from the study.

But Rusty didn’t 
respond. He wasn’t 
paying attention any-
more. He was reach-
ing for the milk in the 
fridge. His fingers 
couldn’t quite reach 
high enough to pick it 
up.

But they could reach high 
enough to knock it off.

But right before it toppled 
and burst onto the hardwood, 
cherry floors, Lenny pushed 
it back, closed the fridge, and 
looked down at his son.

“Why do you have my 
fishing pole?”

“And why do you want to 
catch a cat?”

“Because he’s mean,” 
Rusty said as he tugged his 
father toward the patio door 
opening onto the new deck 
— and the new home of two 
friendly-but-stray cats, Lenny 
noted.

The yellow one, one puff 
ball of fur, stretched lazily by 
the deck chair, his white belly 
turned toward the sun and his 
front paws stretched out, like 
he was doing aerobics.

The calico, a little fatter 
and without the fluff to hide 
its belly, buried its snout in a 
bowl of food.

“Which one’s the mean 
one, pal?” Lenny finally 
asked.

“That one,” Rusty said, 
specifically pointing to the 
calico with his 8-year-old fin-
ger.

“And why is it mean?”
“Because I just put food in 

the dish, but before the yellow 
one had one bite, the mean 
cat…” the accusatory finger 
pointing at the calico shook 
a little, “… came, pushed the 
yellow out of the way, and 
started eating all the food.”

“Ah. Gotcha,” Lenny said. 
“And now you want to catch 
it so the yellow one can eat?”

“Yeah. If I pretend to be 
nice and give it some milk, it 
will stay still long enough for 
me to catch it with the fishing 
pole.

(Lenny didn’t know — 
and didn’t ask — how his son 
would catch a cat using a fish-
ing pole with a tangled line 
and no hook.)

“And then I would make 
him sit in the corner until the 
yellow one could eat.”

Smil ing  and kneel -
ing down, Lenny slowly 
unwrapped Rusty’s fingers off 
the pole and sat him down on 
his lap on the recliner.

“Listen, buddy,” Lenny 
said as the two sat and rocked. 
“The calico is just a cat. He 
doesn’t know that he should 
share.”

“But why not?” Rusty 
interjected, his 8-year-old 
sense of justice far from pla-
cated. “Why won’t he share? 
Why does he think he should 

have all the food?
“He’s just mean.”
“Well, God didn’t cre-

ate cats with consciences,” 
Lenny said. “Animals 
can’t tell the differ-
ence between right 
and wrong. If you 
poured out all that 
bag of cat food, he 
wouldn’t think that 
you wanted him to 
share it. He wouldn’t 
ask himself if he 
needs it all.

“Cats … well … 
they’re not humans.”

“Well, I hope God tells 
him,” Rusty said, refusing 
to acknowledge his father’s 
theological perspective. “He 
should share. That’s why I 
gave them so much food.”

“Well, maybe he should, 
buddy. Now, get ready for 
supper.”

“Mmmmm …” Lenny 
moaned in delight about 45 
minutes later. He knew he ate 
too much; he couldn’t help it 
though, he told himself.

“All right, time for devo-
tionals,” he said as opened 
the Bible.

“I know both how to be 
abased, and I know how to 
abound,” Lenny started read-
ing. “Every where and in all 
things I am instructed both to 
be full and to be hungry, both 
to abound and to suffer need. 
I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth 
me.”

“Daddy, what does it mean 
to abound?” Rusty interrupt-
ed.

“Well, I think it means to 
have more than enough, more 
than you need.”

“And why did Paul need 
Jesus to help him abound?”

“What do you mean, pal?”
“Well, he says he can 

abound because Jesus gives 
him strength? But why is it 
so hard to have more than 
enough? We have more than 
enough, and that’s not hard, is 
it daddy?”

But Lenny didn’t respond.
He was looking at the 

mail he had absent-mindedly 
flopped down on the table 
earlier.

One letter asked for funds 
to help translate the Bible into 
a language that had no trans-
lation.

Another wanted to pur-
chase firewood for widows 
in Ukraine, who would other-
wise have to choose between 
heating their homes or buying 
food.

Lenny looked at them, 
remembering that he intended 
to throw them away.

After all, he had told him-
self, he couldn’t afford to 
help now.

“I know,” Rusty said, 
his excitement interrupting 
Lenny’s justifications. “The 
mean cat can’t abound good. 
He didn’t share, even when I 
gave him more than he need-
ed.

“Maybe if he was a human 
like us, daddy, he would 
know how to abound.

“I hope God tells him.”
baumofchet@gmail.com

by Chet 
Baumgartner

A Joyful Noise ...

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:
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• Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton



By RYAN WALKER
PONETO — Elwood took down Southern Wells 60-23 

on the opening night for wrestling Friday night.
Friday’s quick home match that lasted about 35 minutes 

was certainly a tune-up for the Raiders, who have the Bron-
cos Duals the next morning at Daleville.

Head coach Jacob Duncan’s squad is still in the learning 
phase of wrestling, as the team had just four members come 
out two seasons ago. That number has jumped to 17, nearly 
a full lineup on a nightly basis, but are growing.

“Young team,” the third-year head coach said. “Not a 
whole lot of experience yet. We’ve got to build that up and 
get some more mat time. Obviously, it’s not the way we 
want them all to go, but a lot of things were taken away 
from it, and a lot of things we know we need to work on. It’s 
just lighting a fire under these kids to get them ready to go.”

Southern Wells forfeited just two weights for a total of 12 
points and also picked up 12 points via Elwood’s forfeit. The 
rest were scored by fall outside of those forfeits, Raiders’ 
points were tallied by a technical fall from Jarin Frauhiger at 
144, and a pin from Malaki Capper at 165. Those two for the 
Raiders will be key to their success in 2024-25.

Despite a rough outing for some of the first-time and 
young wrestlers, Duncan said it was very important for his 
team to get out and get on the mat against an opponent — 
especially with a tournament the next day.

“A lot of it just comes from being out here and actually 
doing it,” Duncan said. “If you’re coming out in your first 
year, I’ll teach you all the basics, different feels, different 
positions, knowing when to hit a move, knowing when not 
to. It just comes with time and experience and working hard 
and practicing.”

sports@news-banner.com
Full results

• Briggs Fiechter (SW) won by forfeit at 106.
• Laydon Morgan (E) defeated Kaleb Boots by fall at 103.

• Aiden Carroll (SW) won by forfeit at 120.
• Jayden McPhearson (E) defeated Kelton Barr by fall at 

126.
• Kayden Simpson (E) won by forfeit at 132.
• Deacon Gregg (E) defeated Lane Dollar by fall at 138.
•  Jarin Frauhiger (SW) won by tech fall over Kaci 

McCray 144.
• Abe Gallegos (E) defeated Lyrik Maddox by fall at 150.
• Elijah Small (E) won by forfeit at 157.

• Malaki Capper (SW) defeated Ryan Munoz by fall at 
165.

• Marcus Rivera (E) defeated Bryson Williams by fall at 
175.

• Jonny Neese (E) defeated Kaden Bercot by fall at 215.
• Miles Laub (E) defeated Cale Craig by fall at heavy-

weight.
• Ryker Dollar (SW) won the lone exhibition match by 

fall.
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By BRIAN MELLEY 
Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — A woman who 
claimed mixed martial arts fighter Conor 
McGregor “brutally raped and battered” her 
in a Dublin hotel penthouse was awarded 
nearly 250,000 Euros ($257,000) on Friday 
by a civil court jury in Ireland.

Nikita Hand said the Dec. 9, 2018, 
assault after a night of partying left her 
heavily bruised and suffering from post-
traumatic stress disorder.

McGregor testified that he never forced 
the woman to do anything against her will 
and said she fabricated the allegations after 
the two had consensual sex. His lawyer had 
called Hand a gold digger.

The fighter, once the face of the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship but now past his 
prime, shook his head as the jury of eight 
women and four men found him liable for 
assault after deliberating about six hours in 
the High Court in Dublin.

He was mobbed by cameras as he left 
court but did not comment. He later said on 
the social platform X that he would appeal 
the verdict and the “modest award.”

Hand’s voice cracked and her hands 
trembled as she read a statement outside the 
courthouse, saying she would never forget 
what happened to her but would now be 
able to move on with her life. She thanked 
her family, partner, friends, jurors, the judge 
and all the supporters that had reached out to 
her online, but particularly her daughter.

“She has given me so much strength and 
courage over the last six years throughout 
this nightmare to keep on pushing forward 
for justice,” she said. “I want to show (her) 

and every other girl and boy that you can 
stand up for yourself if something happens 
to you, no matter who the person is, and jus-
tice will be served.”

The Associated Press generally does not 
name alleged victims of sexual violence 
unless they come forward publicly, as Hand 
has done. Under Irish law, she did not have 
the anonymity she would have been granted 
in a criminal proceeding and was named 
publicly throughout the trial.

Her lawyer told jurors that McGregor 
was angry about a fight he had lost in Las 
Vegas two months earlier and took it out on 
his client.

“He’s not a man, he’s a coward,” attorney 
John Gordon said in his closing speech. “A 
devious coward and you should treat him 
for what he is.”

Gordon said his client never pretended to 
be a saint and was only looking to have fun 
when she sent McGregor a message through 
Instagram after attending a Christmas party. 
He said Hand knew McGregor socially and 
that they had grown up in the same area.

She said he picked her and a friend up in 
a car and shared cocaine with them, which 
McGregor admitted in court, on the way to 
the Beacon Hotel.

Hand said she told McGregor she didn’t 
want to have sex with him and that she was 
menstruating. She said she told him “no” 
as he started kissing her but he eventually 
pinned her to a bed and she couldn’t move.

McGregor put her in a chokehold and 
later told her, “now you know how I felt in 
the octagon where I tapped out three times,” 
referring to a UFC match when he had to 

High School Calendar
SATURDAY,  NOV 23
GIRLS BASKETBALL: North Miami at 

Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.; Oak Hill at Norwell, 7:30 
p.m.; Southern Wells at Canterbury, 3:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Bluffton Super Duals, 9 a.m.; 
Southern Wells at Bronco Super Duals (Wapa-
hani & Daleville High School), 9 a.m.

MONDAY, NOV 25
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, NOV 26
BOYS BASKETBALL: Lakewood Park 

Christian at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Concordia at Nor-

well, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING (Co-ed): Columbia City at Nor-

well, 5:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, NOV 29
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at South 

Adams, 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY,  NOV 30
BOYS BASKETBALL: Blackford at Bluffton, 

7:30 p.m.; Southwood at Southern Wells, 7:30 
p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Angola, 
12:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Adams Central, 
7:30 p.m.

Bluffton’s Marly Drayer (right) dribbles to her left away from at Huntington North defender during 
the home game at The Tigers Den Friday night. The Tigers topped the Vikings 64-44 to improve 
to 4-1 on the season. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

The Bluffton Tigers beat Huntington North 
by 20 points in The Tiger Den Friday night.

The 64-44 Tigers’ victory improved 
them to 4-1 on the season. The Vikings fell 
to 0-4.

Isabella Stout dropped 25 points in the 
contest, which totals four of the five games 
with 20 points or more on the season. Maryn 
Schreiber was next with eight points, Sophie 
Eisenhut and Khloe Dick (4), Madyson 
Sonnigsen and Tressa Renner (3) and Marly 
Drayer (2).

Bluffton will host North Miami at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 23.

The Tigers won the junior varsity match-
up 37-23. Madelyn Funk led the way with 
11 points, Kamryn Ault and Piper Morgan 

(8), Grace Fry (6) and both Krista Blair and 
Bridget Steffen (2).

BLUFFTON 66, HUNTINGTON NORTH 46
At Bluffton

HUNTINGTON NORTH (0-4): Haiden Bailey 15 points, 
Marissa Trout, Luci Reich 6, Grace Michel 5, Faith Minton 
3, Riley Wilson 2. TOTALS: 46, 7-12 free throws.

BLUFFTON (3-1): Isabella Stout 8-18 8-12 25, Konley 
Ault 7-13 3-4 17, Maryn Schreiber 4-7 0-2 8, Sophie 
Eisenhut 2-3 0-0 4, Khloe Dick 1-5 1-2 4, Madyson Son-
nigsen 1-3 0-0 3, Tressa Renner 1-3 0-0 3, MArly Drayer 
1-4 0-0 2, Kamryn Ault 0-0 0-0 0, Grace Fry 0-1 0-0 0, 
Madelyn Funk 0-1 0-0 0. TOTALS: 25-58 12-20 66.

H. North   13    7    12  13  — 45
Bluffton   22   19   12  13  — 66
Three-Point Shooting: Huntington 6 made (Bailey 3, 

Reich 2, Minton 1), Bluffton 4-15 (Sonnigsen 1-3, Dick 
1-3, Stout 1-5, Renner 1-2, Funk 0-1, Konley Ault 0-1). 
Rebounds: Huntington 29 (Reich 6, Trout 6, Michel 5, 
Bailey 5, Minton 3, Ellet 1, Degitz 1), Bluffton 29 (Stout 6, 
Eisenhut 5, Sonnigsen 4, Drayer 4, Schreiber 3, Renner 2, 
Dick 1). Turnovers: Huntington 21, Bluffton 9. Fouls: Hun-
tington 16, Bluffton 17.

Tigers rout Vikings at home, 
Stout adds fourth 20-point 
game of the season

This past Monday was week two of the 
Men’s Basketball League at the Bluffton 
City Gym.

Below are the results:
• Inteva Panels defeated Inteva Doors 

46-44 in overtime. Kyler Jones scored 22 
points for the Panels, while Rodney Pear-
son scored 10. Darrion Holloway scored 12 
points, while Angel Alonzo scored 10.

• The Flint Tropics won 56-50 over 
Peytons Northern 56-50. Drew Federspiel 
scored 19 points for the Flint Tropics, while 
Clayton Vachon scored 13. Tyrone McKin-

ney scored 15 points for Peytons Northern, 
while Avery Scott scored 14.

• Helena Agri Enterprises defeated The 
Irish 85-50. Marcus Teeter scored 21 points 
for Agri Enterprises, while Konner Platt and 
Luke Reust scored 16 each. Luke Steiner 
scored 17 points for the Irish, while Jenson 
Nusbaumer scored 11.

• Boleas Farms won 85-52 over Craigville 
Appliance 82-52. Grant Priple scored 
30 points for Farms, while Tanner Priple 
scored 17. Lucas Hunt scored 14 points for 
Craigville, while Everett Johnson scored 13.

Bluffton City Gym men’s 
basketball league results

Raiders drop opening 
night wrestling match 
with visiting Panthers

Southern Wells’ Jarin Frauhiger (top, left) topples over Elwood’s Kaci McCray during the 144 bout at the Raider Dome Friday 
evening. The Panthers defeated the Raiers 60-23 to open the wrestling season. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

UFC fighter Conor McGregor 
must pay $250K to woman who 
says he raped her, civil jury rules

(Continued on Page7)

By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer

EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) — 
Aidan Chiles threw for two scores in the 
first half to build a three-touchdown lead 
and Michigan State held on to beat Pur-
due 24-17 on Friday night.

The Spartans (5-6, 3-5 Big Ten) are a 
win away from being eligible for a bowl 
with first-year coach Jonathan Smith and 
they play Rutgers at home in the final 
regular-season game.

“It means a lot,” Chiles said. “We 
should’ve been in this place a long time 
ago.”

The Boilermakers (1-10, 0-8) have 
dropped 10 straight games and will have 
to pull off a stunning upset against rival 
and fifth-ranked Indiana on the road to 
avoid matching a school record with an 
11th loss under second-year coach Ryan 
Walters.

Pressure to perform is expected, Wal-
ter acknowledged.

“It comes with the territory and sitting 
in the chair I’m sitting in,” he said.

Michigan State scored three touch-
downs and a field goal on its four drives 
in the first half to take a 24-3 lead, then 
struggled to move the ball in the second 
half and Purdue almost took advantage.

“It’s kind of disappointing to come 
out hot and the next half look like we 
never played football before,” Chiles 
said.

With a chance to drive for a game-
tying touchdown midway through the 

fourth quarter, Hudson Card threw a pass 
toward Max Klare that caromed around 
and was picked off by linebacker Jordan 
Turner at the Michigan State 31.

Card gave the Boilermakers a chance 
to tie the game on their next drive, but 
Jahmal Edrine dropped a long pass while 
running all alone behind the second-
ary and they ended up turning it over on 
downs at midfield with 3:05 left.

Chiles missed his first chance to seal 
the victory on a third-down run when 
he went out of bounds instead of cutting 
back to likely get a first down and keep 
the clock running.

“I was supposed to get a first down 
and I thought I did,” he said.

On fourth-and-1, Chiles’ sneak was 
spotted just past the stick and he was able 
to kneel to run off the remaining time.

Chiles finished 15 of 31 for 159 yards 
yards and threw multiple touchdown 
passes for the third time this season.

He threw a go-ahead, 7-yard touch-
down pass to Montorie Foster midway 
through the first quarter and a 20-yard 
touchdown pass to Nate Carter with 41 
seconds left in the first half. Carter also 
had a 2-yard touchdown run in the sec-
ond quarter.

Card was 26 of 47 for a career-high 
342 yards with a touchdown and an 
interception. Klare had seven receptions 
for 83 yards and a 7-yard touchdown 
reception early in the fourth quarter to 
bring the Boilermakers within a touch-
down.

Michigan State tops Purdue, win 
away from being bowl eligible 
in Jonathan Smith’s 1st season
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FOOTBALL
High School
Friday’s Scores

Semi-States
Class 6A

Brownsburg 31, Center Grove 27
Westfield 30, Crown Point 7

Class 5A
Center Grove 31, Merrillville 14
Decatur Central 27, Bloomington 

South 13
Class 4A

E. Noble 18, Mishawaka 13
New Palestine 43, Martinsville 7

Class 3A
Ft. Wayne Luers 28, Garrett 14
Heritage Hills 42, Batesville 0

Class 2A
Adams Central 20, Andrean 13
Linton 40, Indpls Lutheran 28

Class 1A
N. Judson 46, S. Adams 0
Providence 35, S. Putnam 30

College
Michigan State 24, Purdue 17
UTSA 51, Temple 27

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Buffalo	 9	 2	 0	 .818	 320	214
Miami	 4	 6	 0	 .400	 181	221
N.Y. Jets	 3	 8	 0	 .273	 204	242
New England	3	 8	 0	 .273	 182	248

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Houston	 7	 4	 0	 .636	 258	236
Indianapolis	 5	 6	 0	 .455	 236	250
Tennessee	 2	 8	 0	 .200	 170	263
Jacksonville	2	 9	 0	 .182	 208	316

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Pittsburgh	 8	 3	 0	 .727	 252	186
Baltimore	 7	 4	 0	 .636	 334	271
Cincinnati	 4	 7	 0	 .364	 297	296
Cleveland	 3	 8	 0	 .273	 186	267

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Kansas City	9	 1	 0	 .900	 240	191
L.A. Chargers	7	3	 0	 .700	 220	145
Denver	 6	 5	 0	 .545	 235	183
Las Vegas	 2	 8	 0	 .200	 187	285

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Philadelphia	8	 2	 0	 .800	 259	179
Washington	 7	 4	 0	 .636	 308	243
Dallas	 3	 7	 0	 .300	 187	293
N.Y. Giants	 2	 8	 0	 .200	 156	222

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Atlanta	 6	 5	 0	 .545	 244	274
Tampa Bay	 4	 6	 0	 .400	 279	266
New Orleans	4	 7	 0	 .364	 262	260
Carolina	 3	 7	 0	 .300	 167	310

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Detroit	 9	 1	 0	 .900	 336	177

Minnesota	 8	 2	 0	 .800	 244	170
Green Bay	 7	 3	 0	 .700	 250	213
Chicago	 4	 6	 0	 .400	 194	187

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Arizona	 6	 4	 0	 .600	 238	220
L.A. Rams	 5	 5	 0	 .500	 213	239
San Francisco	5	5	 0	 .500	 250	222
Seattle	 5	 5	 0	 .500	 230	238

Thursday, Nov. 21
Cleveland 24, Pittsburgh 19

Sunday, Nov. 24
Dallas at Washington, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Kansas City at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Chicago, 1 p.m.
New England at Miami, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Houston, 1 p.m.
Denver at Las Vegas, 4:05 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.
San Francisco at Green Bay, 4:25 

p.m.
Sunday Night Football: Philadelphia 

at L.A. Rams, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Buffalo, Cincinnati, Jackson-

ville, N.Y. Jets, Atlanta, New Orleans
Monday, Nov. 25

Monday Night Football: Baltimore at 
L.A. Chargers, 8:15 p.m.

BASKETBALL
High School
Friday Girls’ Scores

Austin 67, Paoli 37
Avon 68, Zionsville 35
Bellmont 66, Jay Co. 37
Bluffton 66, Huntington North 45
Bremen 68, LaVille 42
Brownstown 50, Mitchell 14
Calumet Christian 55, Rockford, Ill. 15
Carroll (Flora) 40, Clinton Central 34
Cass 57, Northwestern 20
Chesterton 67, S. Central (Union 

Mills) 14
Clinton Prairie 35, Delphi 22
Eastern (Pekin) 69, Salem 20
Eastside 54, Angola 41
Elwood 43, Southwood 42
Evansville Memorial 59, Boonville 38
Fishers 32, Westfield 30
Ft. Wayne Dwenger 51, Ft. Wayne 

North 35
Ft. Wayne Northrop 63, Carroll (Ft. 

Wayne) 54
Ft. Wayne Wayne 44, Ft. Wayne 

South 32
Gibson Southern 80, Princeton 69
Glenn 42, Tippecanoe Valley 30
Greenfield 60, Pendleton Hts. 59
Hamilton Southeastern 55, Franklin 

Central 44
Henryville 50, New Washington 34
Homestead 78, Ft. Wayne Concordia 

29
Indpls Park Tudor 71, Phalen 5
Kankakee Valley 49, Highland 45
Knox 53, Jimtown 29
Lake Central 74, Hammond Noll 32
Lakeland (IN) 56, Prairie Heights 42
Lapel 53, Frankton 45
Lawrenceburg 42, S. Ripley 38
Leo 55, Woodlan 43
N. Posey 50, Mt. Vernon (Posey) 25
NorthWood 53, Culver Academy 25

Northeastern 89, Union City 3
Oak Hill 58, Madison-Grant 14
Orleans 53, Bloomfield 11
Penn 64, S. Bend Riley 23
Plainfield 59, Indpls Perry Meridian 31
Rossville 52, Eastern (Greentown) 37
S. Bend St. Joseph’s 50, New Prairie 

29
S. Bend Trinity 46, Argos 39
S. Bend Washington 44, Elkhart 27
Shelbyville 64, Southwestern 

(Shelby) 19
Shenandoah 47, Blue River Valley 21
South Knox 72, Eastern (Greene) 14
Speedway 60, Indpls Scecina 37
Switzerland Co. 59, Rising Sun 25
Tell City 50, Crawford Co. 49
Tri 55, Hagerstown 10
Tri-Central 46, Taylor 30
Waldron 40, Hauser 37
Wapahani 44, Delta 42
Washington 60, Sullivan 43
Wawasee 39, Concord 35
Western 63, Tipton 26
Wheeler 58, Hebron 25
Wood Memorial 57, Pike Central 19
Lafayette Tournament
Consolation Semifinal
Benton Central 42, W. Lafayette 37
Lafayette Jeff 62, Twin Lakes 34
Semifinal
McCutcheon 70, Lafayette Central 

Catholic High School 44
Rensselaer 52, Lafayette Harrison 38
Sugar Creek Tournament
First Round
N. Montgomery 54, Crawfordsville 22
Southmont 48, Western Boone 40
POSTPONEMENTS AND CANCEL-

LATIONS
Lawrence Central vs. University, ppd.
Mooresville vs. Columbus East, ppd.
S. Adams vs. Ft. Wayne Canterbury, 

ppd.

College
Men’s Scores
Friday, Nov. 22

EAST
Buffalo 82, Morgan St. 73
Ill.-Chicago 96, La Salle 83

SOUTH
Bradley 77, Wright St. 74
Drake 75, FAU 63
East Carolina 71, Stetson 64
Florida 93, S. Illinois 68
Florida St. 78, Temple 69
Georgia St. 93, NC Central 79
Kentucky 108, Jackson St. 59
Louisville 76, Winthrop 61
NC State 84, William & Mary 61
Nevada 64, VCU 61
Ohio 85, Portland 73
Oklahoma St. 80, Miami 74
Pittsburgh 74, LSU 63
St. John’s 80, Virginia 55
Tennessee 77, Baylor 62
Vanderbilt 76, Seton Hall 60
Wisconsin 86, UCF 70

MIDWEST
Akron 79, Lamar 72
Butler 78, Merrimack 39
Elon 84, Notre Dame 77
Evansville 98, Green Bay 81
Indiana St. 97, Chicago St. 61
Kansas St. 83, George Washington 

71
Missouri 91, Pacific 56
Nebraska 74, Creighton 63
Ohio St. 104, Campbell 60
S. Indiana 92, South Dakota 83
Toledo 82, Jacksonville St. 80

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas 79, UALR 67
Houston 80, Hofstra 44
Mississippi St. 84, SMU 79
Texas Tech 79, Syracuse 74

FAR WEST
Utah 84, Utah Tech 53
Utah St. 77, Iowa 69

Women’s Scores
Friday, Nov. 22

EAST
West Virginia 98, Lafayette 28

SOUTH
Florida St. 98, Florida 74
Miami 71, Campbell 66
Vanderbilt 104, Samford 59

MIDWEST
Cincinnati 59, Georgetown 57
Creighton 80, Nebraska 74
Illinois 85, Oregon St. 66
Miami (Ohio) 97, Hiram 41
Missouri 78, UALR 49
Toledo 79, Long Beach St. 72

SOUTHWEST
SMU 56, Lamar 54, OT

FAR WEST
Air Force 67, UC San Diego 64, OT
California 63, Auburn 59
Oklahoma 88, UNLV 58
San Diego St. 88, CS Bakersfield 46
Utah 72, Saint Joseph’s 71, OT
Washington 65, Prairie View 50

NBA
Thursday’s Games

Charlotte 123, Detroit 121, OT
Friday’s Games

Philadelphia 113, Brooklyn 98
Boston 108, Washington 96
Golden State 112, New Orleans 

108
Chicago 136, Atlanta 122
Houston 116, Portland 88
Milwaukee 129, Indiana 117
Dallas at Denver, 10 p.m.
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 

p.m.
Saturday’s Games

New York at Utah, 5 p.m.
Detroit at Orlando, 7 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Washington at Indiana, 5 p.m.
Toronto at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.

HOCKEY
Thursday’s Games
Detroit 2, N.Y. Islanders 1
Columbus 7, Tampa Bay 6, OT
Boston 1, Utah 0
St. Louis 3, San Jose 2, SO
Chicago 3, Florida 1
Minnesota 5, Edmonton 3

Friday’s Games
Winnipeg 4, Pittsburgh 1

Saturday’s Games
Chicago at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Boston at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Columbus, 7 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

admit defeat, she said.
Hand had to take several breaks in 

emotional testimony over three days. 
She said McGregor threatened to kill 
her during the encounter and she feared 
she would never see her young daugh-
ter again.

Eventually, he let go of her.
“I remember saying I was sorry, as 

I felt that I did something wrong and I 
wanted to reassure him that I wouldn’t 
tell anyone so he wouldn’t hurt me 
again,” she testified.

She said she then let him do what he 
wanted and he had sex with her.

A paramedic who examined Hand 
the next day testified that she had never 
before seen someone with that inten-
sity of bruising. A doctor told jurors 
Hand had multiple injuries.

Hand said the trauma of the attack 
had left her unable to work as a hair-
dresser, she fell behind on her mort-

gage and had to move out of her house.
Police investigated the woman’s 

complaint but prosecutors declined to 
bring charges, saying there was insuf-
ficient evidence and a conviction was 
unlikely.

McGregor, in his post on X, said he 
was disappointed jurors didn’t see all 
the evidence prosecutors had reviewed.

He testified that the two had athletic 
and vigorous sex, but that it was not 
rough. He said “she never said ‘no’ or 
stopped” and testified that everything 
she said was a lie.

“It is a full blown lie among many 
lies,” he said when asked about the 
chokehold allegation. “How anyone 
could believe that me, as a prideful 
person, would highlight my shortcom-
ings.”

McGregor’s lawyer told jurors they 
had to set aside their animus toward the 
fighter.

“You may have an active dislike of 

him, some of you may even loathe him 
– there is no point pretending that the 
situation might be otherwise,” attorney 
Remy Farrell said. “I’m not asking you 
to invite him to Sunday brunch.”

The defense said the woman never 
told investigators McGregor threatened 
her life. They also showed surveillance 
video in court that they said appeared 
to show the woman kiss McGregor’s 
arm and hug him after they left the 
hotel room. Farrell said she looked 
“happy, happy, happy.”

McGregor said he was “beyond pet-
rified” when first questioned by police 
and read them a prepared statement. 
On the advice of his lawyer, he refused 
to answer more than 100 follow-up 
questions.

The jury ruled against Hand in 
a case she brought against one of 
McGregor’s friends, James Lawrence, 
whom she accused of having sex with 
her in the hotel without consent.

(Continued from Page 6)

McGregor must pay $250K

By ANNE M. PETERSON 
AP Soccer Writer

WNBA star Caitlin Clark has joined 
Cincinnati’s bid for a National Wom-
en’s Soccer League expansion team.

Major League Soccer’s FC Cincin-
nati heads the group trying to bring a 
women’s pro team to the city. The club 
issued a statement confirming that 
Clark, a rookie for the Indiana Fever 
this season, had joined in the effort.

“The NWSL Cincinnati bid team 
is thrilled that Caitlin Clark has joined 
our ownership group in pursuit of 
bringing women’s professional soc-
cer to our city,” a team statement 
said. “Her passion for the sport, com-
mitment to elevating women’s sports 

in and around the Greater Cincin-
nati region and influence as an athlete 
and a role model for women and girls 
around the world, make her a vital part 
of our compelling bid to become the 
16th team in the NWSL.”

NWSL Commissioner Jessica 
Berman has said the league plans to 
announce the 16th team by the end of 
the year. She announced Friday there 
are three finalists: Cincinnati, Cleve-
land and Denver.

The league’s 15th team will begin 
play in 2026 in Boston.

The Orlando Pride and the Wash-
ington Spirit play Saturday for this sea-
son’s NWSL championship at CPKC 
Stadium in Kansas City.

Clark, who earned WNBA Rookie of 
the Year honors, averaged 19.2 points, 
5.7 rebounds and a league-best 8.4 
assists this season for the Fever, who 
finished 20-20 and advanced to the play-
offs for the first time since 2016.

“Her accomplishments and contri-
butions to women’s sports is incred-
ible, historic. It’s changed the game for 
everyone and she’s amazing,” Berman 
said. “Having her interest in the NWSL 
is an honor. We couldn’t be more excit-
ed about her, having shared her own per-
sonal story about having been a young 
soccer player and loving the game, and 
her messaging around being a multisport 
athlete, is so important for young kids 
who aspire to be just like her.”

By MARK ANDERSON 
AP Sports Writer

LAS VEGAS (AP) — There is a 
little more racing drama for Saturday 
night’s Las Vegas Grand Prix than a 
year ago when Max Verstappen was 
running away with the Formula 1 
championship and most of the news 
centered on the disruptions leading up 
to the race.

But with a little more uncertainty 
about who will become this year’s 
champion — although Verstappen is 
in excellent shape to win his fourth 
consecutive title — there is heightened 
betting interest.

“We have a three-car race this year 
with Lando Norris’ recent improvement 
in form added to the mix as opposed to 
only Verstappen and (Charles) Leclerc 
last year,” said Craig Mucklow, Cae-
sars vice president of trading.

Underscoring the more competi-
tive nature of this year’s championship 
battle, Verstappen isn’t favored at Bet-

MGM Sportsbook to win in Las Vegas. 
He is listed at +450, behind Leclerc at 
+250 and Norris at +275.

Even so, most of the bets (20.6%) 
and money (33.7%) at BetMGM have 
gone to Verstappen. But the profes-
sional bettors have looked elsewhere, 
which is why his odds went up after 
opening at +200. Leclerc’s went the 
other direction after opening at +350.

But because so much public money 
has come in on Verstappen, a victory 
by him would be most costly to the 
sportsbook.

Lewis Hamilton, who had the fastest 
lap in each of Thursday night’s practic-
es, is +700. A victory by him Saturday 
night could help make BetMGM a win-
ner as well. Though the pros drove his 
odds down after opening at +2800, the 
public money did not follow.

“The book will be cheering for 
Lewis Hamilton to win as it will be 
a great result in our backyard of Las 
Vegas,” BetMGM sports trader Kurt 

Fritsch said.
Jay Kornegay, Westgate Las Vegas 

vice president of operations, said he 
expected the betting action to follow 
last year’s pace.

“Wagering on this year’s race 
has been slow to this point, but we 
expect it to pick up the last two days,” 
Kornegay said. “As we saw last year, 
80% of the handle came in on race day 
and (we) foresee the same this year. 
Since this race seems to be more com-
petitive, we anticipate a bigger handle 
than we saw last year.”

Verstappen, who won the inaugu-
ral race last year on the Strip and sang 
“Viva Las Vegas” as he crossed the fin-
ish line, will clinch the series champi-
onship Saturday if he wins. But Norris 
keeps his dim hopes alive for his first 
championship if he outscores Vertstap-
pen by at least three points.

Vertstappen has a 62-point lead 
entering the season’s final three races, 
with only 86 points available.

More competitive field increases betting 
interest in F1’s Las Vegas Grand Prix

Caitlin Clark to join Cincinnati bid for 16th 
National Women’s Soccer League team
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Crushing on a younger co-worker: 
Is it worth the risk?

Dear Annie: I have a crush on my 
18-year-old co-worker, and I’m cer-
tain she has a crush on me, too — even 
though I’m 42 and she doesn’t know 
my age yet. The age gap is too big, 
which makes me afraid to ask her out 
because I don’t want to ruin my friend-
ship with her. 

The last time I had a relationship 
with an age gap this big was with a 
19-year-old woman when I was 33. 
Before that, I had a relationship with a 
45-year-old woman when I was 25. 

I’m not sure what to do. Transition-
ing our relationship from friendly co-
workers to something possibly roman-
tic is a huge step for me. But there’s 
a new movie coming out soon that I 
know she’s excited about, and it seems 
like the perfect chance to ask her out. 
But is it worth risking the friendship? 
And possibly complicating things at 
work? — Age-Gap Gambler

Dear Age-Gap: It’s important to 
remember that along with this wom-
an’s young age comes a much differ-
ent phase of life than the one you’re in. 
Your dating history makes you much 
more equipped than her to handle a 
relationship with such a significant age 
difference — and that’s assuming she is 
even interested in one. 

A meaningful friendship can be just 
as, if not more, valuable than a roman-
tic pursuit. It’s not impossible for this 
to eventually blossom into something 
more, but for now, I’d play it safe and 
focus on enjoying the friendship you 
two have built.

Dear Annie: I recently moved to 
Colorado to help out my daughter and 
her family. I’m a small-town woman, 
so living in the city with them was 
challenging, but I gave it a real try. I 
even sold my house and everything in 
it to make the move possible.

I am now back in my small town. 
After a while in Colorado, I struggled 
with the new lifestyle and ended up 

moving  back . 
Now, I deeply 
regret leaving. I 
miss my daughter 
and her family so 
much, and the 
separation has 
been harder than 
expected. 

How do I live 
with the regret of 
leaving? I asked 
my daughter if I 
could move back 
and live some-
where else, not 
with her again. 
She said no. What should I do? — 
Miserable in Vermont 

Dear Miserable: Of course you miss 
your daughter and her family; after 
living under the same roof together, 
anything different must feel extremely 
isolating. On top of that, I imagine her 
reaction to you asking to move back 
didn’t help matters, either.

If relocating to Colorado isn’t in 
the cards right now, you’ll have to 
make do maintaining your relationship 
through phone calls, FaceTimes and 
visits, whenever you and your daugh-
ter feel ready for that step. Otherwise, 
see this as your chance to reclaim your 
small town as your home. This turn-
ing point is the perfect opportunity to 
fill the void you’re feeling with new 
friends and experiences in a place near 
and dear to your heart.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

Jesus died on the 
cross to give us peace

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | November 23 - 29, 2024    | 5 Saturday evening

11/23 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Music, 
Moments 

Let's Take 
It Outside 

A Fishing 
Story 

Life's 
Highway 

Twin 
Factor 

Off the Co Divine Sue Thomas F.B.Eye Founda-
tion 

Huckabee Life Game 
Changer 

The News on Merit 
Street 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(3:30) College Football Teams TBA All the action 
from NCAA college football. (L) (N) 

Postgame
(L) (N) 

Jeopardy! NWSL Soccer Championship: Teams TBA From CPKC Stadium in 
Kansas City, Mo. (L) (N) 

48 Hours
(N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) The Equalizer 
"Legendary" 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Law & Order: SVU "The 
Steps We Cannot Take" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Breakwater" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Controlled Burn" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Soldier Up" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Blood Out" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Intersection" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Dutch Tears" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"King of the Moon" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
(3:30) College Football Teams TBA (L) 
(N) 

Studio (L)
(N) 

Studio (L)
(N) 

College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college football. (L) (N) ABC21 (N) Investig-
ateTV+ 

Seinfeld Modern 
Family 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
(4:00) Basketball Notre 
Dame at USC (L) (N) 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

College Football Army vs. Notre Dame From Yankee Stadium in the Bronx, 
N.Y. (L) (N) 

(:15) College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college football. 
(L) (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
World Chase Tag Chicago Fire "The F Is 

For" 
Chicago Fire "Hiding 
Not Seeking" 

9-1-1 "The Devil You 
Know" 

The Rookie "The 
Choice" 

Suits "One-Two-Three 
Go..." 

Murdoch Mysteries
"An Avoidable Hinder" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Crush" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
(3:30) College Football Teams TBA All the action 
from NCAA college football. (L) (N) 

College Football Washington State at Oregon State From Reser Stadium in Corvallis, Ore.
(L) (N) 

Friends TMZ (N) <++ Multiplicity (‘96) 
Michael Keaton. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Weekend 
(N) 

Plan Antiques Roadshow
"Vintage Memphis" 

L. Welk "Thanksgiving 
(Norma Zimmer)" 

Doc Martin "Blade on 
the Feather" 

Keep-
Appear 

As Time 
Goes By 

Recorded Live at 
Analog "Sierra Ferrell" 

ACL-Americana (N) < Movie

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
Woods-
mith Shop 

American 
Woodshop 

Weekend 
(N) 

Joy/Pain-
ting 

Woodsongs < Fighting Indians (2021, Documentary) Swing Lo' Caverns ACL-Americana (N) NOVA "Building Stuff: 
Reach It!" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
(4:00) College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA 
college football. (L) (N) 

Extra (L)
(N) 

College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college football. (L) (N) News at 
10 (N) 

The Floor "Who's Afraid 
of Virginia the Wolf?" 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < Christmas at 
Plumhill Manor 

< A Country Christmas Harmony (‘22, Romance)
Brandon Quinn, Danny Pintauro, Brooke Elliott. 

< Christmas in the Spotlight (2024, Romance)
Laith Wallschleger, Jeannie Mai, Jessica Lord. (P) 

(:05) < Reba McEntire's The Hammer (‘23, Mys)
Melissa Peterman, Rex Linn, Reba McEntire. 

< Christmas in the 
Spotlight Jessica Lord. 

FX 24 132 136 148 (2:30) < Star Wars: Last J... <++ Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (‘19) Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher. <+++ Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (‘21) Simu Liu. < Shang-Chi & the Leg... 

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld 

E! 26 142 114 236 
<++ Pitch Perfect 3 (2017, Comedy) Hailee 
Steinfeld, Rebel Wilson, Anna Kendrick. 

<+++ Pitch Perfect (2012, Romance) Skylar Astin, Rebel 
Wilson, Anna Kendrick. 

<+++ Pitch Perfect (2012, Romance) Skylar Astin, Rebel 
Wilson, Anna Kendrick. 

<++ Pitch Perfect 3 
(‘17) Anna Kendrick. 

PARMT 30 241 241 
(3:00) < John 
Wick: Cha... 

<+++ John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum (2019, Action) Halle Berry, Ian 
McShane, Keanu Reeves. 

<+++ John Wick (2014, Action) Michael Nyqvist,
Alfie Allen, Keanu Reeves. 

<+++ John Wick: Chapter 2 (2017, Action) Common,
Laurence Fishburne, Keanu Reeves. 

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
(3:30) College Football BYU at 
Arizona State (L) (N) 

College Football 
Scoreboard (L) (N) 

College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college football. (L)
(N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) Formula 1: Grand Prix Sunday (L) 
(N) 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 (3:30) Football Pittsburgh at Louisville Scoreboard College Football Teams TBA (L) (N) Scoreboard /(:15) College Football Teams TBA (L) (N)

FDMW 33 418 671 
Warehouse Games Sports 

Stars 
Football Pregame

(L) (N) 
NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at New York Islanders From UBS 
Arena in Elmont, N.Y. (L) (N) 

Blues Post.
(L) (N) 

The Card 
Life 

United Fight Alliance NHL Hockey

USA 34 133 105 242 
<+++ The Matrix Reloaded (2003, Sci-Fi) Laurence Fishburne, Carrie-Anne 
Moss, Keanu Reeves. 

<++ The Matrix Revolutions (2003, Sci-Fi) Laurence Fishburne, Carrie-
Anne Moss, Keanu Reeves. 

<++ The Matrix Revolutions (‘03) Laurence 
Fishburne, Carrie-Anne Moss, Keanu Reeves. 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
Expedition Unknown Expedition "Revealing 

Our Ancient Ancestors" 
Expedition "Hunt for 
Petra's Lost Tombs" 

Expedition "Petra's 
Secrets Revealed" 

Expedition "Search for 
Pan Am's Clipper" 

Expedition "'Twas the 
Search for St. Nick" 

Expedition "America's 
First Train Robbers" 

Expedition "Chasing 
Africa's Atlantis" 

TLC 36 73 183 280 Sister Wives Sister "Baptism by Fire" Sister Wives Long Lost Family Long Lost Family Long Lost Family Long Lost Family Long Lost Family 

HIST 38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens "The 
Shadow People" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Power of the Obelisks" 

Ancient Aliens "Aliens 
in Our Airspace" 

Ancient Aliens: Declassified "Extraterrestrial Interference" The possibility of technologically advanced 
civilizations existing tens of thousands of years ago. 

(:05) Ancient Aliens: 
Declassified 

A&E 39 134 118 265 Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage (:05) Storage (:35) Storage (:05) Storage (:35) Storage 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Christmas on 
Call Ser'Darius Blain. 

< Three Wise Men and a Baby (2022, Comedy)
Tyler Hynes, Andrew W. Walker, Paul Campbell. 

< Three Wiser Men and a Boy (2024, Comedy)
Tyler Hynes, Andrew W. Walker, Paul Campbell. (P) 

< Confessions of a Christmas Letter (‘24) Lillian 
Doucet-Roche, Colleen Wheeler, Angela Kinsey. 

< Sealed With a List 
(‘23) Katie Findlay. 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(4:30) <+++ The Bourne Supremacy (2004, 
Action) Franka Potente, Brian Cox, Matt Damon. 

<+++ The Bourne Ultimatum (2007, Action) Julia Stiles, Joan 
Allen, Matt Damon. 

<++ Man of Steel (2013, Action) Amy Adams, Michael Shannon, Henry 
Cavill. (P) 

< How to 
Train Your... 

TBS 43 130 139 247 (4:25) Santa The Grinch < National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation <+++ Elf (‘03) James Caan, Will Ferrell. <+++ Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory < Charlie & the Chocol... 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
<+++ Live Free or Die Hard (2007, Action) Justin Long, Timothy Olyphant,
Bruce Willis. 

<+++ Die Hard (1988, Action) Alan Rickman, Bonnie Bedelia,
Bruce Willis. 

<+++ Die Hard 2 (1990, Action) Bonnie Bedelia, William 
Atherton, Bruce Willis. 

AMC 45 131 254 
(4:00) <++ National 
Lampoon's Vacation 

<+++ Pretty in Pink (1986, Romance) Jon Cryer,
Andrew McCarthy, Molly Ringwald. 

<+++ Beetlejuice (1988, Comedy) Alec Baldwin,
Geena Davis, Michael Keaton. 

<++ Jumanji (1995, Children) Bonnie Hunt, Kirsten Dunst,
Robin Williams. 

<
Groundho... 

COM 47 107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office <++ We're the Millers (‘13) Jason Sudeikis, Jennifer Aniston. 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
(3:30) College Football Teams TBA All the action 
from NCAA college football. (L) (N) 

College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college football. (L) (N) College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college 
football. (L) (N) 

WGN 53   307 NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime 
WE 57 128 260 NCIS "Sharif Returns" NCIS "Blowback" NCIS NCIS NCIS "Skeletons" NCIS "Iceman" NCIS "Grace Period" NCIS "Cover Story" 

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Harry Potter Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Christmas Cookie Holiday Baking
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 Movie <++ This Christmas (‘07) Idris Elba, Delroy Lindo. (P) <+++ Crazy Rich Asians (‘18) Constance Wu. (P) <++ This Christmas (‘07) Idris Elba, Delroy Lindo.
NICK 68 170 299 (4:45) <++ The Boss Baby 2: Family Business < The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Ladybug Ladybug Big City Big City Big City Big City < Alvin & the Chipmunks: Chipwrec... (:35) Place Place ZOMBIES ZOMBIES ZOMBIES Big City Big City 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(:20) <+++ Up (2009, Animated) Voices of Christopher 
Plummer, Jordan Nagai, Ed Asner. 

<+++ Coco (2017, Animated) Voices of Gael García Bernal,
Benjamin Bratt, Anthony Gonzalez. 

<+++ Zootopia (2016, Animated) Voices of Jason Bateman,
Shakira, Ginnifer Goodwin. 

< Oliver & 
Company 

HBO  301 300 501 
Dune: Prophecy (:05) <+++ Good Time (‘17) Jennifer 

Jason Leigh, Robert Pattinson. 
(:50) <+++ Jurassic Park (1993, Adventure) Laura Dern, Jeff 
Goldblum, Sam Neill. 

To Be Announced Programming to be announced. (:40) The 
Franchise 

MAX  325 310 515 
(:55) < Paranormal 
Activity: Marked Ones 

(:20) <+++ Killing Them Softly (2012, Crime 
Story) Scoot McNairy, Ben Mendelsohn, Brad Pitt. 

<+++ Taken (‘08) Maggie Grace, 
Famke Janssen, Liam Neeson. 

<++ Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit
(‘14) Kevin Costner, Chris Pine. 

(:15) <++ Lawless (2012, Crime Story) Tom Hardy, 
Jason Clarke, Shia LaBeouf. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:55) <++ Shooter 
(‘07) Mark Wahlberg. 

<+++ Heat (1995, Crime Story) Robert De Niro, Val Kilmer, Al Pacino. <++++ Goodfellas (1990, Crime Story) Ray Liotta, Joe Pesci,
Robert De Niro. 

<++++ Once Upon a Time in 
America (‘84) Robert De Niro. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:30) <++ The Running 
Man 

(:15) <+++ Pearl (2022, Horror) David Corenswet,
Tandi Wright, Mia Goth. 

<++ Hannibal Rising (2007, Thriller) Gong Li,
Helena Lia Tachovska, Gaspard Ulliel. 

(:05) <+++ The Stanford Prison Experiment
(‘15) Michael Angarano, Moises Arias, Billy Crudup.

(:10) < An Erotic Con 
(2022, Adult) 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I have a 
recurring dream about 
dying, and I’ve come to 
grips with the fact that 
I’m not ready to die. I 
want to settle once and 
for all. Are there particu-
lar places in the Bible 
that give clarity to what 
deeds should be done 
to settle this urgency? – 
R.D.

Answer: The most 
important thing any-
one can do in life is to 
settle the question about 
what happens when we 
die, and are we ready. 
God puts thoughts in our 
minds and His Word tells 
us: “Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salva-

tion” (2 Corinthians 
6:2, NKJV). We must 
not delay.

We can have peace 
in our hearts today. Jesus 
died on the cross to give 
us this peace.

The book of John in 
the New Testament is 
a wonderful account of 
salvation, though the 
message is clear through-
out the entire Bible (see 
Romans 3, 2 Timothy 3, 
Ephesians 2, and Romans 
10). These are not magic 
verses. They simply tell 
us about our spiritual 
need and how to find that 
need met in Jesus Christ.

We cannot find salva-
tion through doing good 
works. Christ has done 
the work and made the 
sacrifice to cover our sins. 
By faith, we accept what 

Christ has done for us as 
we repent of sin. While 
there are many sources 
of help, the Lord Him-
self will hear the prayer 
of a sinner. True repen-
tance is turning from sin; 
it’s our small part in the 
plan of salvation. But it 
is God who brings the 
conviction, does the con-
verting and forgiving, 
and transforms the sinful 
heart. Salvation is an act 
of God. It is initiated by 
God, wrought by God, 
and sustained by God.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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Employment

Help Wanted

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

COUNTY BUILDING

INSPECTOR

Wells County Government is
accepting resumes for a
County Building Inspector.
The Wells County Commis-
sioners as the county execu-
tive are seeking to employ a
full-time county building in-
spector. This person is re-
sponsible for planning and
overseeing county construc-
tion and final inspection, un-
der the direction of the
county executive. The county
building inspector shall, sub-
ject to the policies of the
county executive, perform the
following functions and have
related experience:

Coordinates the preparation
and presentation of an annu-
al budget for the Building De-
partment; directs the
implementation of the depart-
ment's budget; plans for and
reviews specifications for
new or replaced equipment.
Construct and establish a lo-
cal building code based off
state code requirements and
needs of the county.
Controls the expenditure of
departmental appropriations
Receives complaints, investi-
gates, and issues unsafe
building violations, nuisance
violations and minimum
housing standards violations,
as appropriate.
Completes continuing educa-
tion classes on building
codes and practices, as
needed
Reviews the building plan for
the County.
Approves the building per-
mits, issues permits, and col-
lects the fees for the permits,
as necessary.
Issues certificates of occu-
pancy, as needed.
Maintains an effective com-
munication process with the
Commissioners.
Bachelor's degree (B.A.
/B.S.) from a four-year col-
lege or university; and five
years related experience
and/or training; or equivalent
combination of education and
experience. CBO Certifica-
tion is required. Previous ex-
perience in building
construction or related field is
required. Previous superviso-
ry experience is required.

Starting salary for this posi-
tion is up to $70,000/yr. plus
all county benefits. Interested
applicants can send their re-
sumes to Wells County Audi-
tor, 102 W Market, Suite 205,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or
auditor@wellscounty.org. Re-
sumes will be accepted until
December 16, 2024.

For Sale
Business for Sale

TURNKEY DOWNTOWN

BLUFFTON business for sale.

Call 260-273-2224 for details.

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 02-15-40-43-44
Cash4Life — 04-05-12-15-37, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 04-05-07-08-11-13-24-26-31-

34-36-46-58-65-66-67-68-74-76-79, BE: 05
Daily Three-Midday — 08-02-02, SB: 09
Daily Three-Evening — 06-06-07, SB: 04
Daily Four-Midday — 08-09-04-02, SB: 09
Daily Four-Evening — 04-01-00-00, SB: 04
Quick Draw Evening — 03-12-16-17-19-20-26-35-39-

45-48-50-52-55-57-60-68-71-73-78, BE: 68
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $30 

million
Mega Millions

13-20-26-32-65, Mega Ball: 02, Megaplier: 2X
Powerball

Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $171 million

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Dec. deadline is Tues., Nov. 21!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is
Tues., Oct. 22!

Dec. deadline is
Tues., Nov. 21!

Nov. deadline is
Tues., Oct. 22!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is 
Tues., Oct. 22!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS
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•   Estate Planning
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FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!
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-OSSIAN-
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Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 
Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

BIDDING ENDS NOVEMBER 24 - (Online Only) - Various 
consignors and antique dealers, seller. Christmas decor blow 
ups, vintage Christmas decor, vintage toys, antiques, primitives, 
vintage collectibles, costume jewelry, tools, modern and antique 
furniture, hardware, appliances, TVs, sports collectibles, dolls, 
glassware, Early Featherweight sewing machine, rare primitive 
mud sled, sporting goods, much more. Sale manager Rod Fet-
ters, 260-557-8451, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, www.
steffengrp.com.
NOVEMBER 24-DECEMBER 1 - (Online Only) - Estate of 
Eldrid Tinkel. 1995 Ford XLT 1/2 ton pickup truck, Komatsu 
PC10-6 mini excavator, antique tractors, farm implements, live-
stock feeder and waters, Amish buggy, horse drawn sleighs, pio-
neer covered wagon, horse driving equipment, farm primitives, 
power and hand tools, garden equipment, engine stand, Crafts-
man snowblower, chain saws, scrap metal, vintage Coleman lan-
terns, vintage stop sign, antiques. Open house Nov. 24, 2-4 p.m., 
Nov. 29, 10 a.m.-noon, 1910 N Meridian St., Marion, IN. Brandon 
Steffen, sale manager, 260-710-5684, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-426-0633.
NOVEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - Christopher & Kellie Pierce, owner. 
Held at Krueckeberg Auction Complex, 815 Adams Street, Deca-
tur. Real estate & land auction! Tract 1: 2 bed, 1 bath, 948 sq. 
foot home, full basement, 40’x90’ bank barn, 30’x20’ barn, grain 
bin, wooded, tillable, 6.5+/- acres. Tract 2: 4+/- acres tillable 
frontage on Hoagland Rd. Tract 3: 4+/- acres tillable frontage 
on SR 101 & Hoagland Rd. Tract 4: 42.5+/- acres tillable front-
age on SR 101 & Hoagland Rd. To be sold in individual tracts or 
any combinations. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.
NOVEMBER 26 -  6 p.m. - (Live Auction) - The Estate of 
Jimmy L. Thompson, seller. Auction location: 1245 4-H Park 
Rd., Bluffton, IN. 96.89+/- acres, Liberty Township, Section 18, 
southern Wells County farmland. Highly productive farmland with 
approximately 76+/- acres tillable land, road frontage along 500 
W. and 200 S, approximately 15.5+/- acres in woods/classified 
forest. Nick Huffman, 260-827-8255, sale manager, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOSING DECEMBER 
1 STARTING AT 4 p.m. EST - Various consignors, owners. 
Online only Elm Street consignment auction! Name brand wood-
working tools, camping supplies, like new 24” Craftsman lawn 
vac, lawn & garden tools, weight lifting equipment, household 
furniture, Craftsman snow blower, antiques, collectibles, kitch-
en items, and much more! Preview Nov. 27, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm 
Street, Decatur, IN. Pick up Dec. 2, 2-6 p.m., Dec. 3, 9 am.-noon. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.
DECEMBER 3 - Starts at 6 p.m. - Blackford Golf Club (Lort 
Services, Inc.), owner. Held at Blackford County Fairgrounds, 
Hartford City, IN. Online bidding available. 105+/- acres offered 
in 7 tracts or any combination. Currently a golf course, poten-
tial farmland, recreational land, development potential, personal 
property available, Blackford Co. Auction mgr. Al Pfister, 260-
760-8922, Schrader Real Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 
800-451-2709, schraderauction.com.
DECEMBER 4 - 3 p.m. - Online - Dusty Roach, Bankruptcy 
Trustee, sellers. 6,142 sq. ft. modern commercial building. Key 
features: 5 rental units w/4 office suites, 1 currently leased, 600 
sq. ft. heated garage w/16’x12’ overhead door, independently 
controlled heating and cooling for units, expansion potential w/
additional land available for future. Open house Nov. 27, 2-3 
p.m., 2379 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN. Kurt Ness, auction mgr., 260-
417-1545, Ness Bros. Realtors & Auctioneers, www.NessBros.
com, 260-459-3911.
DECEMBER 5 & 6 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors & various con-
signors, owners. 815 Adams, St., Decatur. Day 1: Online bid-
ding only. Over 300+ lots including skid loader attachments, tool 
boxes, workbenches, iron gates, chains & binders, 1 trip 40’ high 
side shipping container w/side doors, dome shelter containers, 
much more! Day 2 truck & equipment auction! Onsite and online 
bidding offering 600+ lots! Cars, SUV, 1/2 ton & 3/4 ton pickup 
trucks, cargo & passenger vans, dump trucks, large group of 
box trucks, day cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks, utility 
& semi trailers, SUV’s pickup trucks, various skid steer attach-
ments, much more! Accepting consignments! Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 8-15 - 2 p.m. - (Online only personal property) - 
Thomas B. & Mary Lou Woodward, seller. 2016 JD 1025R die-
sel utility tractor, Frontier RT1149 tiller, 2016 Grasshopper zero 
turn mower, 2020 Club Car Carryall 1700, mowers, lawn & gar-
den, patio furniture, antique & modern furniture, vintage framed 
art work, lithograph prints, vintage pickle castors, glassware, col-
lectibles, more. Preview Dec. 1, 8, 2-5 p.m., Dec. 12, 3-6 p.m., 
301 N. Highland Ave., Ossian. Patrick Carter, sale manager, 260-
824-3006, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
DECEMBER 9 - 4 p.m.- 6 p.m. ET - (Online) - Crandall Farm, 
seller. Property location: Two miles northeast of Gas, IN, near 
intersection of E 300 S and S 550 E, Mill Township, Grant Coun-
ty. 81.59+/- total acres, tillable, woods, recreational land, poten-
tial building sites. Tract 1: 27.59+/- acres, 18.4+/- tillable, 8+/- 
woods, 1.19+/- non-tillable. Tract 2: 54+/- acres, 28.91+/- tillable, 
23.34+/- woods, 1.75+/- non-tillable. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-9177, 
Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management, 800-424-2324, 
halderman.com.
BIDDING CLOSES DECEMBER 15 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - Jim 
Baker, owner. AIRPLACO Pumpmaster MJ-16 concrete slab 
jacking pump system including pump, mixer and tandem trailer, 
concrete hole drill, Campbell Hausfeld stationary air compressor, 
smoker grill, handmade rustic furniture, beautiful antique furni-
ture, Husqvarna garden tractor, 2 table saws, hand tools, power 
tools, building supplies, TV, modem furniture and much more! 
Preview Dec. 4, 5-6 p.m. & Dec. 7, 9-10 a.m., 5388 SW. State 
Road 116-1, Bluffton, IN. Pick up Dec. 17, 12-6 p.m. Full list at 
Towncountryauctions.com., click Fliers. Town and Country Auc-
tioneers/Realtors, 260-223-7352, Shaw Real Estate & Auction, 
Inc., 260-824-2116.
DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - Thomas B. 
& Mary Lou Woodward, seller. One of a kind picturesque real 
estate offering. Outstanding 4,014 SF on 8.45 acres, 4 bedroom, 
3 bath home with a 2 car detached garage. Scenic backyard with 
multiple utility sheds and gazebo, Wells County. Open houses 
Dec. 1 and 8 from 2-5 p.m., and Dec. 12 from 3-6 p.m., 301 N. 
Highland Ave., Ossian, IN. Pat Carter, sale manager, 260-273-
8294, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-426-
0633.

Public Sale Calendar

Vehicles
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,

$79,000, 260-307-3225.

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,

INC. Huge Repo Sale Novem-
ber 28, 2024. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

Auto/Trucks

Services

Services

Services

ADVERTISE YOUR

SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the

Bluffton News-Banner for two

months is $97. Contact the of-

fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,

260-824-0224 or submit online

to www.news-banner.com and

click on classifieds.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-4260 (I)

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-855-655-7718 (I)

Read and recycle this newspaper



WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Long before the ancient 
Maya built temples, their 
predecessors were already 
altering the landscape of 
Central America’s Yucatan 
peninsula.

Using drones and Google 
Earth imagery, archae-
ologists have discovered 
a 4,000-year-old network 
of earthen canals in what’s 
now Belize. The findings 
were published Friday in 
Science Advances.

“The aerial imagery was 
crucial to identify this really 
distinctive pattern of zigzag 
linear canals” running for 
several miles through wet-
lands, said study co-author 

Eleanor Harrison-Buck 
of the University of New 
Hampshire.

The team then conducted 
digs in Belize’s Crooked 
Tree Wildlife Sanctuary. 
The ancient fish canals, 
paired with holding ponds, 
were used to channel and 
catch freshwater species 
such as catfish.

“Barbed spearpoints” 
found nearby may have 
been tied to sticks and used 
to spear fish, said study co-
author Marieka Brouwer 
Burg of the University of 
Vermont.

The canal networks were 
built as early as 4,000 years 
ago by semi-nomadic people 

in the Yucatan coastal plain. 
According to the study, the 
canals were used for around 
1,000 years or longer, includ-
ing during the “formative” 
period when the Maya began 
to settle in permanent farm-
ing villages and a distinctive 
culture started to emerge.

“It’s really interest-
ing to see such large-scale 
modifications of the land-
scape so early — it shows 
people were already build-

ing things,” said University 
of Pittsburgh archaeologist 
Claire Ebert, who was not 
involved in the study.

At the height of Maya 
civilization, people in this 
region built temples, roads, 
pyramids and other monu-
ments. They also developed 
complex systems of writing, 
mathematics and astronomy. 
Scientists know far more 
about this era because there 
are many more significant 

archaeological sites, said 
Ebert.

But this new study 
reveals a link between the 
earlier people on the land-
scape and the later emer-
gence of Maya culture. 
These ancient channels 

for catching fish may have 
played a role in helping later 
Maya pyramids rise above 
the Yucatan rainforest.

“This shows continuity,” 
said University of Pennsyl-
vania archaeologist Jeremy 
Sabloff.

By FATIMA HUSSEIN, 
CHRIS RUGABER, 

JOSH BOAK
 and CHRIS MEGERIAN 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— President-elect Donald 
Trump announced Friday 
that he’ll nominate hedge 
fund manager Scott Bes-
sent, an advocate for deficit 
reduction, to serve as his 
next treasury secretary.

Trump also said he 
would nominate Russell 
Vought to lead the Office 
of Management and Bud-
get, a position Vought held 
during Trump’s first presi-
dency. Vought was closely 
involved with Project 2025, 
a conservative blueprint for 
Trump’s second term that 
he tried to distance himself 
from during the campaign.

The announcements 
showed how Trump was 
fleshing out the financial 
side of his new administra-
tion. Although Bessent is 
closely aligned with Wall 
Street and could earn bipar-
tisan support, Vought is 
known as a Republican 
hardliner.

Trump said Bessent 
would “help me usher in 
a new Golden Age for 
the United States,” while 
Vought “knows exactly how 
to dismantle the Deep State 
and end Weaponized Gov-
ernment.”

Bessent and Vought were 
only two of several person-
nel decisions that Trump 
disclosed Friday evening.

Trump said he chose 
Rep. Lori Chavez-DeRe-
mer, an Oregon Republican, 
as his labor secretary, and 

Scott Turner, a former foot-
ball player who worked in 
Trump’s first administration, 
as his housing secretary.

In addition, Trump 
rounded out his health 
team. He chose Dr. Janette 
Nesheiwat, a general prac-
titioner and Fox News 
contributor, to be surgeon 
general; Dr. Dave Weldon, 
a former Republican con-
gressman from Florida, to 
lead the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention; 
and Dr. Marty Makary, a 
Johns Hopkins surgeon, as 
head of the Food and Drug 
Administration. Trump pre-
viously said he would nomi-
nate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., 
a longtime spreader of con-
spiracy theories about vac-
cines, as health secretary.

Alex Wong was named 
as principal deputy nation-
al security adviser, while 
Sebastian Gorka will serve 
as senior director for coun-
terterrorism. Wong worked 
on issues involving Asia 
during Trump’s first term, 
and Gorka is a conserva-
tive commentator who spent 
less than a year in Trump’s 
White House.

Bessent, 62, is the 
founder of hedge fund Key 
Square Capital Manage-
ment, after having worked 
on-and-off for Soros Fund 
Management since 1991. If 
confirmed by the Senate, he 
would be the nation’s first 
openly gay treasury secre-
tary.

He told Bloomberg in 
August that attacking the 
U.S. national debt should 
be a priority, which includes 
slashing government pro-

grams and other spending.
“This election cycle is 

the last chance for the U.S. 
to grow our way out of this 
mountain of debt without 
becoming a sort of Europe-
an-style socialist democra-
cy,” he said then.

As of Nov. 8, the national 
debt stands at $35.94 tril-
lion, with both the Trump 
and Biden administrations 
having added to it. Trump’s 
policies added $8.4 trillion 
to the national debt, while 
the Biden administration 
increased the national debt 
by $4.3 trillion, accord-
ing to the Committee for a 
Responsible Federal Bud-
get, a fiscal watchdog.

Even as he pushes to 
lower the national debt by 
stopping spending, Bessent 
has backed extending pro-
visions of the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act of 2017, which 
Trump signed into law in 
his first year in office. Esti-
mates from various eco-
nomic analyses of the costs 
of the various tax cuts range 
between nearly $6 trillion 
and $10 trillion over 10 
years. Nearly all of the law’s 
provisions are set to expire 
at the end of 2025.

Before becoming a 
Trump donor and adviser, 
Bessent donated to vari-
ous Democratic causes in 
the early 2000s, notably 
Al Gore’s presidential run. 
He also worked for George 
Soros, a major supporter 
of Democrats. Bessent had 
an influential role in Soros’ 
London operations, includ-
ing his famous 1992 bet 
against the pound, which 
generated huge profits on 
“Black Wednesday,” when 
the pound was de-linked 

from European currencies.
Bessent’s  select ion 

wasn’t surprising; he had 
been among the names 
floated for the treasury sec-
retary role. At an October 
Detroit Economic Club 
event, Trump called Bessent 
“one of the top analysts on 
Wall Street.”

Bessent told Bloomberg 
in August that he views 
tariffs as a “one time price 
adjustment” and “not infla-
tionary,” and tariffs imposed 
during a second Trump 
administration would be 
directed primarily at China. 
And he wrote in a Fox News 
op-ed this week that tariffs 
are “a useful tool for achiev-
ing the president’s foreign 
policy objectives,” such as 
encouraging allies to spend 
more on defense or deter-
ring military aggression.

Bessent has also floated 
ideas for how the Trump 
administration could put 
pressure on Federal Reserve 
Chair Jerome Powell, whose 
term expires in May 2026. 
Last month, Bessent sug-
gested Trump could name a 
replacement chair early, and 
let that person function as 
a “shadow” chair, with the 
goal of essentially sidelining 
Powell.

But after the election, 
Bessent reportedly backed 
away from that plan. Pow-
ell, for his part, has said 
he wouldn’t step down if 
Trump asked him to do so, 
and added that Trump, as 
president, doesn’t have the 
authority to fire him.

Tr u m p  r e p e a t e d l y 
attacked Powell during his 
first term as president for 
raising the Fed’s key rate in 
2017 and 2018. During the 

2024 campaign, he said that 
as president he should have 
a “say” in the central bank’s 
interest rate decisions. Presi-
dents traditionally avoid 
commenting on the Fed’s 
policies.

Vought, 48, was the 
head of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget from 
mid-2020 to the end of 
Trump’s first term in 2021, 
having previously served 
as the acting director and 
deputy director. A gradu-
ate of Wheaton College and 
George Washington Univer-
sity Law School, he had a 
deep knowledge of govern-
ment finances that has been 
paired with his own Chris-
tian faith.

After Trump’s initial term 
ended, Vought founded the 
Center for Renewing Ameri-
ca, a think tank that describes 
its mission as renewing “a 
consensus of America as a 
nation under God.”

The Center for Renew-
ing America released its 
own 2023 budget proposal 
entitled “A Commitment 
to End Work and Weapon-
ized Government.” The 
proposal envisioned $11.3 
trillion worth of spending 
reductions over 10 years and 
about $2 trillion in income 
tax cuts in order to bring the 
budget into surplus by 2032.

“The immediate threat 
facing the nation is the 
fact that the people no lon-
ger govern the country; 
instead, the government 
itself is increasingly weap-
onized against the people it 
is meant to serve,” Vought 
wrote in the introduction.

Vought’s proposed bud-
get plan would cut spend-
ing on food aid through the 

Agriculture Department. 
There would be $3.3 trillion 
in spending reductions in 
the Health and Human Ser-
vices Department in large 
part through how Medic-
aid and Medicare funds are 
distributed. It also contains 
about $642 billion in cuts 
to Affordable Care Act. The 
budgets for the Housing 
and Urban Development 
and Education departments 
would also be cut.

Vought’s budget ideas 
were independent of Trump, 
who has not entirely spelled 
out the details of his eco-
nomic plans, other than to 
campaign on income tax 
cuts and tariff hikes.

Trump’s choice for labor 
secretary, Chavez-DeRemer, 
56, narrowly lost her reelec-
tion bid earlier this month. 
She received strong backing 
from union members in her 
district.

Chavez-DeRemer is one 
of a few House Republicans 
to endorse the “Protect-
ing the Right to Organize” 
or PRO Act that would 
allow more workers to con-
duct organizing campaigns 
and would add penalties 
for companies that violate 
workers’ rights. The act 
would also weaken “right-
to-work” laws that allow 
employees in more than 
half the states to avoid par-
ticipating in or paying dues 
to unions that represent 
workers at their places of 
employment.

Trump said in a statement 
that she would help “ensure 
that the Labor Department 
can unite Americans of all 
backgrounds behind our 
Agenda for unprecedented 
National Success.”
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YOUR SMILE. 
OUR PASSION. 

EVERY TIME.

family dentistry

(260) 622-4138
www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

Accepting many new insurance plans 
including Humana and United Healthcare. 
Always accepting new patients. Please call 

today to schedule an appointment.

260.459.3911 #AC39600001 

Open Houses:  
Wed. Nov. 20 @ 2 - 3 
Wed. Nov. 27 @ 2 - 3 

2379 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN 

Dusty Roach, Bankruptcy Trustee - Sellers | Kurt Ness, Auction Mgr. 260.417.1545 

Key Features: 
• 5 Rental Units w/ 4 office suites, 1 Currently Leased

• 600 sq. ft. heated garage w/ 16' x 12' overhead door.

• Independently Controlled Heating and Cooling for Units

• Expansion Potential w/additional land available for future 
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• Independently Controlled Heating and Cooling for Units
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Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS
Notice is hereby given to the Taxpayers of the City of Bluffton, Wells 

County, Indiana, that the Common Council of said City will, at the Council 
Chambers, 128 East Market Street, Bluffton, Indiana, meet on December 
3, 2024 at 5:30 o’clock P.M., to consider the following additional appro-
priations in excess of the 2024 budget.

General Fund 	 $16,500
APPROPRIATE TO:

Animal Shelter Budget
411.010 Salaries 	 $6,000
412.010 Medical Insurance 	 $4,500
436.010 Repairs and Maintenance	 $6,000
Taxpayers appearing at said meeting shall have the right to be heard. 

The additional appropriations as finally made will be automatically referred 
to the Department of Local Government Finance. The Department will 
make a written determination as to the sufficiency of funds to support the 
appropriations made within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy 
of the action taken.

Bri Lautzenheiser
City Clerk Treasurer

nb 11/23
hspaxlp

• A Secretary of Health 
and Family Services will 
coordinate “constituent-
facing health and well-being 
services” and oversee public 
health programs. 

The four reporting agen-
cies include the Department 
of Health, the Family and 
Social Services Admin-
istration, the Department 
of Child Services and the 
Department of Veteran 
Affairs.

• A Secretary of Pub-
lic Safety will oversee law 
enforcement, emergency 
preparedness and public 
safety.

Eight agencies and 
departments will report 
to this role, including the 
Department of Correction, 
Homeland Security and the 
Office of School Safety. 

A Secretary of Energy 
and Natural Resources will 
be responsible for energy 
and recreation policy as well 
as “sustainable economic 
development.” 

Seven agencies and 
departments will report 

to this role, including the 
Department of Natural 
Resources, the Department 
of Environmental Manage-
ment and the Utility Regula-
tory Commission. 

A Secretary of Education 
will oversee programming 
from pre-K to college. 

The seven reporting 
agencies and departments 
include the Department of 
Education, the Commis-
sion for Higher Education 
and the Charter School 
Board. 

A Secretary of Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, 
which also includes over-
sight of broadband and other 
quality of life measures. 

Four agencies will report 
to this role, including the 
Department of Transpor-
tation, the Northwest IN 
Regional Development 
Authority, the Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles and the 
Broadband Office. 

A Secretary of Business 
Affairs who will manage 
Indiana’s regulatory frame-
work to ensure “businesses 
and industries operate safe-

ly, ethically and efficiently.” 
Eleven agencies and 

departments will report to 
this position, including the 
Department of Insurance, 
the Department of Labor, 
the Professional Licensing 
Agency and the Gaming 
Commission. 

Both the Indiana State 
Department of Agriculture 
and the Office of Commu-
nity and Rural Affairs will 
continue to be led by the 
lieutenant governor, as out-
lined by statute. Braun’s 
chief of staff will set the 
agenda for the cabinet, 
which will meet “frequent-
ly.”

Gov. Eric Holcomb’s 
Cabinet, in contrast, has 
more traditionally included 
major agency heads rather 
than policy-aligned “ver-
ticals.” A two-year-old 
post on the state’s website 
includes more than two 
dozen agencies, keeping 
departments like the Family 
and Social Services Admin-
istration separate from the 
Department of Health, for 
example.

Braun unveils plan
(Continued from Page 3)

By FARNOUSH AMIRI 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former 
Rep. Matt Gaetz said Friday that he will 
not be returning to Congress after with-
drawing his name from consideration to 
be attorney general under President-elect 
Donald Trump amid growing allegations 
of sexual misconduct.

“I’m still going to be in the fight, but 
it’s going to be from a new perch. I do 
not intend to join the 119th Congress,” 
Gaetz told conservative commentator 
Charlie Kirk, adding that he has “some 
other goals in life that I’m eager to pur-
sue with my wife and my family.”

The announcement comes a day after 
Gaetz, a Florida Republican, stepped 
aside from the Cabinet nomination pro-
cess amid growing fallout from federal 
and House Ethics investigations that cast 
doubt on his ability to be confirmed as 
the nation’s chief federal law enforcement 
officer. The 42-year-old has vehemently 
denied the allegations against him.

Gaetz’s nomination as attorney gen-

eral had stunned many career lawyers 
inside the Justice Department, but reflect-
ed Trump’s desire to place a loyalist in a 
department he has marked for retribution 
following the criminal cases against him.

Hours after Gaetz withdrew, Trump 
nominated Pam Bondi, the former Flor-
ida attorney general, who would come 
to the job with years of legal work under 
her belt and that other trait Trump prizes 
above all: loyalty.

It’s unclear what’s next for Gaetz, 
who is no longer a member of the 
House. He surprised colleagues by 
resigning from Congress the same day 
that Trump nominated him for attorney 
general. Some speculated he could still 
be sworn into office for another two-
year term on Jan. 3, given that he had 
just won reelection earlier this month.

But Gaetz, who has been in state and 
national politics for 14 years, said he’s 
done with Congress.

“I think that eight years is probably 
enough time in the United States Con-
gress,” he said.

Matt Gaetz says he won’t return 
to Congress after withdrawing 
name for attorney general

Trump chooses Bessent as treasury secretary, Vought as budget chief
Chavez-DeRemer is also picked for Labor

Archaeologists discover 4,000-year-old canals used to fish by predecessors of ancient Maya


