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Lautzenheiser honored as Volunteer of the Year

By HOLLY GASKILL
Michael Lautzenheiser Jr. is the recipient
of this year’s Bette A. Erxleben Volunteer of
the Year award.
His commitment to the community was
honored during a luncheon Thursday after-

Michael Lautzenheiser Jr. accepts the 2024
Bette A. Erxleben Volunteer of the Year award
during a Wells County Foundation luncheon
on Thursday.

noon, during which Bluffton Parks Super-
intendent Brandy Fiechter spoke about her
experience working alongside Lautzen-
heiser.

“During the time I have known
Michael, I have been most impressed by
his ‘never quit’ attitude,” said Fiechter
during the Thursday luncheon. “He tack-
les challenges and fundraising obstacles
head-on with the kind of determination
that inspires me to believe that anything
is possible. He has dedicated countless
hours to often unseen, thankless tasks to
make our community thrive ... His com-
mitment to the community is nothing
short of extraordinary, and he never seeks
recognition for it. He is without a doubt
one of the hardest-working volunteers I
know.”

Lautzenheiser, a Bluffton native, gradu-
ated from Bluffton High School and stud-
ied urban planning and development at
Ball State University. He returned to Wells
County to reinvest his skills into the com-
munity, and serves as the executive director
of the Wells County Area Plan Commis-
sion.

Lautzenheiser has also volunteered as the
president of Bluffton NOW! for nine years,
playing an instrumental role in revitalizing
downtown Bluffton and projects like the
Downtown Pathways. He also serves as
president of Wells County Trails, paving the
way toward greater access to the communi-

\ I8 /

Michael Lautzenheiser Jr. (middle) and his son, Reece (left); wife, Bri, and daughter, Harper.
(Photos by Holly Gaskill)

ty’s natural resources. He has been involved years. As an active member of Hope Mis-
with numerous boards and task forces. sionary Church, he leads a recreational ath-

Moreover, Lautzenheiser has volunteered letic league, serves as an usher, and helps
with Forgotten Children Worldwide for 11 (Continued on Page 2)

Hahn selected
for state drainage
committee

By HOLLY GASKILL

Wells County Surveyor Jarrod Hahn was recently select-
ed to serve on the Indiana Drainage Handbook Advisory
Committee.

Hahn told the Wells County Drainage Board on Monday
that he received notice of the appointment from Lt. Gov.
Suzanne Crouch’s office. The Department of Agriculture
board will advise updates to the drainage handbook, which
Hahn said has not been updated in roughly two decades.

Hahn is one of two county surveyors on the board.
According to a release from the ISDA, other appoint-
ments include Allen County Surveyor Mike Fruchey, ISDA
Deputy Director Katie Nelson; Tippecanoe County Com-
missioner David Byers; Hendricks County Soil and Water
Conservation District Supervisor Jeff Healy; David Knipe,
representing the Department of Natural Resources; IDEM

(Continued on Page 2)

U.S. regulators seek
to break up Google

By MICHAEL LIEDTKE, AP Technology Writer

U.S. regulators want a federal judge to break up Google
to prevent the company from continuing to squash competi-
tion through its dominant search engine after a court found it
had maintained an abusive monopoly over the past decade.

The proposed breakup floated in a 23-page document
filed late Wednesday by the U.S. Department of Justice
calls for sweeping punishments that would include a sale of
Google’s industry-leading Chrome web browser and impose
restrictions to prevent Android from favoring its own search
engine.

A sale of Chrome “will permanently stop Google’s con-
trol of this critical search access point and allow rival search
engines the ability to access the browser that for many users
is a gateway to the internet,” Justice Department lawyers
argued in their filing.

Although regulators stopped short of demanding Google
sell Android too, they asserted the judge should make it
clear the company could still be required to divest its smart-
phone operating system if its oversight committee continues
to see evidence of misconduct.

The broad scope of the recommended penalties under-
scores how severely regulators operating under President
Joe Biden’s administration believe Google should be pun-
ished following an August ruling by U.S. District Judge
Amit Mehta that branded the company as a monopolist.

The Justice Department decision-makers who will inherit

(Continued on Page 2)

“We definitely aren’t where we need
to be and we know this.”

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The providers and seniors interacting with the Path-
Ways Medicaid program continue to encounter hurdles
related to their health care, as documented in a two-hour
Wednesday meeting of the Medicaid Advisory Commit-
tee.

To contact Member Support Services for PathWays,
operated by third-party contractor Maximus, members
may call (877) 738-3511 or email indianapathway-
smss@maximus.com.

PathWays to Aging launched in July, introducing
managed care entities into the health care services of
Hoosiers ages 60 and older who are enrolled in Medic-
aid. One of the touted benefits of managed care was sup-
posed to be its reliance on service and care coordinators
to navigate obstacles to care for beneficiaries — but not
everyone knows who is supposed to help them, accord-
ing to some.

Indianapolis Rep. Robin Shackleford, a Democrat,
shared the issues and confusion she heard from both
constituents and clients. In her professional life, Shack-
leford works as an insurance broker.

“When (seniors) call into the PathWays number,
they’re not getting the information that they need.

Providers, seniors continue to have
challenges under PathWays program

They’re being sent or redirected or the agent just doesn’t
know who their (managed care entity) is,” Shackleford
said. “It’s very frustrating.”

Representatives from each MCE — Anthem Blue
Cross and Blue Shield, Humana Healthy Horizons in
Indiana and United Healthcare Community Plan — each
assured Shackleford that members had been assigned to
coordinators, but she had concerns about whether enroll-
ees knew who to contact.

“Being assigned is one thing, but then it being com-
municated to the actual senior so they know who their
person is? That’s a different story,” Shackleford said.
“... They’re asking me coordinator questions; they don’t
understand their benefits.”

For example, 80% of those enrolled in PathWays
under Medicaid also qualify for Medicare, a separate
program overseen by the federal government with a dif-
ferent set of benefits. Beneficiaries may accidentally use
Medicare benefits for transportation when their Medic-
aid benefits have more options and greater flexibility.
MCE coordinators are supposed to help users navigate
these two systems.

The state hired Maximus, a familiar contractor for the
Family and Social Services Administration, for ombuds-
man and member support services. That call center
reported that questions related to an enrollee’s care or
service coordination were one of the top reasons why

seniors called.
(Continued on Page 2)

Federal Reserve’s likely slowdown in

rate cuts could disappoint borrowers

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Just a few
weeks ago, the path ahead for the Fed-
eral Reserve looked straightforward:
With inflation cooling and the job mar-
ket slowing, the Fed appeared on track
to steadily cut interest rates.

In September, its officials predicted
that they would reduce their bench-
mark rate four times next year, on top
of three rate cuts this year.

Yet that outlook has swiftly
changed. Several surprisingly strong
economic reports, combined with Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump’s policy pro-

posals, have led to a decidedly more
cautious tone from the Fed that could
mean fewer cuts and higher interest
rates than had been expected.

Fewer rate cuts would likely mean
continued high mortgage rates and
other borrowing costs for consum-
ers and businesses. Auto loans would
remain expensive. Small businesses
would still face high loan rates.

In a speech last week in Dallas, Chair
Jerome Powell made clear that the Fed
isn’t necessarily inclined to cut rates
each time it meets every six weeks.

“The economy is not sending any
signals that we need to be in a hurry

to lower rates,” Powell said. “The
strength we are currently seeing in
the economy gives us the ability to
approach our decisions carefully.”

His comments were widely seen as
signaling potentially fewer rate cuts in
2025, a view that sent stock prices fall-
ing after they had surged with Trump’s
election.

Trump has proposed higher tariffs
on all imports as well as mass deporta-
tions of undocumented immigrants —
steps that economists say would wors-
en inflation. The president-elect has
also proposed a menu of tax cuts and

(Continued on Page 2)
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Pathways program

(Continued from Page 1)

Members also called for
more basic information,
such as asking which insurer
oversaw their coverage.

Delays in payments
to providers

Providers, such as nurs-
ing home operators or adult
day centers, have repeat-
edly shared problems getting
reimbursed for the care they
provide to PathWays mem-
bers.

Holly Cunningham Pig-
got, the director of care pro-
grams overseeing the man-
aged care transition, detailed
various ways FSSA moni-
tored provider claims sub-
mitted to MCEs. The insur-
ers are required to submit
reports on a weekly basis
including timeliness, pay-
ment and denial rates and
reasons for denials.

Additionally, a work-
group and advisory commit-
tee staffed by members from
both MCEs and provider
associations meet regularly
to discuss ongoing issues.

U.S. regulators

(Continued from Page 1)

the case after President-
elect Donald Trump takes
office next year might not
be as strident. The Wash-
ington, D.C. court hearings
on Google’s punishment are
scheduled to begin in April
and Mehta is aiming to issue
his final decision before
Labor Day.

If Mehta embraces the
government’s recommen-
dations, Google would be
forced to sell its 16-year-old
Chrome browser within six
months of the final ruling.
But the company certainly
would appeal any punish-
ment, potentially prolonging
a legal tussle that has dragged
on for more than four years.

Besides seeking a
Chrome spinoff and a cor-
ralling of the Android soft-
ware, the Justice Depart-
ment wants the judge to
ban Google from forging
multibillion-dollar deals to
lock in its dominant search
engine as the default option
on Apple’s iPhone and
other devices. It would also
ban Google from favor-
ing its own services, such
as YouTube or its recently-
launched artificial intelli-
gence platform, Gemini.

Regulators also want
Google to license the search
index data it collects from

“They’re able to hear real
time, real life issues that the
providers are experiencing
— because we know pro-
viders are experiencing it —
and probably the provider
world as a whole is experi-
encing it,” Cunningham Pig-
got said. “So they’re able to
take that feedback back to
their team and work on cor-
recting those issues.”

Still, MCEs have been
sluggish to adjudicate, or
process, claims.

“We definitely aren’t
where we need to be and we
know this,” Cunningham
Piggot said. “We’re really
working tirelessly to get
these things corrected.”

In an example shared
with the group, Anthem had
missed the mark for paying
claims in a timely manner
between Aug. 19 and Nov.
1. — specifically to facil-
ity providers, of which just
78% were paid within three
weeks. Because of those
delays, Anthem had paid
nearly $11,000 in interest on

top of base payments.

Cunningham Piggot also
noted that the Temporary
Emergency Financial Assis-
tance Program for provid-
ers would close on Jan. 31
but had received at least
275 applications so far. She
added that not every appli-
cant qualified for relief —
though she didn’t specify the
number — and may have
received assistance directly
from an MCE.

Update to Medicaid

waiver waitlists

In April, FSSA
announced that it would
implement a waitlist for
waiver services related to
PathWays as well as the
Health and Wellness waiver
— the latter of which would
include Hoosiers with dis-
abilities.

Initially, the state com-
mitted to inviting 925 Hoo-
siers off of the waitlist each
month, 800 from PathWays
and 125 from Health and
Wellness. In October and
November, the state more

than doubled the number of
applicants invited off of the
waitlist for both waivers.

As of November 18,
8,923 seniors were wait-
ing for additional PathWays
services while, as of Nov.
13, 4,709 individuals were
waiting for waiver services
under Health and Wellness.

To give applicants a
rough estimated waiting
time, the state started report-
ing the “Original Level of
Care date,” essentially an
application date, this month.
For Hoosiers accessing the
Health and Wellness waiver,
they’re working on applica-
tions submitted in mid-Febru-
ary. For PathWays applicants,
processing is up to April 1.

However, the agency
may face legal repercussions
due to the length of the wait-
list, which is still months
long. Five seniors filed a
class action lawsuit against
FSSA in October, arguing
that the state’s actions vio-
lated federal law, as reported
by the IndyStar.

people’s queries to its rivals,
giving them a better chance
at competing with the tech
giant. On the commercial
side of its search engine,
Google would be required
to provide more transparen-
cy into how it sets the prices
that advertisers pay to be
listed near the top of some
targeted search results.

Kent Walker, Google’s
chief legal officer, lashed
out at the Justice Department
for pursuing “a radical inter-
ventionist agenda that would
harm Americans and Amer-
ica’s global technology.” In
a blog post, Walker warned
the “overly broad proposal”
would threaten personal
privacy while undermining
Google’s early leadership in
artificial intelligence, “per-
haps the most important
innovation of our time.”

Wary of Google’s
increasing use of artificial
intelligence in its search
results, regulators also
advised Mehta to ensure
websites will be able to
shield their content from
Google’s Al training tech-
niques.

The measures, if they are
ordered, threaten to upend a
business expected to gener-
ate more than $300 billion
in revenue this year.

“The playing field is not

level because of Google’s
conduct, and Google’s qual-
ity reflects the ill-gotten
gains of an advantage ille-
gally acquired,” the Justice
Department asserted in its
recommendations. “The
remedy must close this gap
and deprive Google of these
advantages.”

It’s still possible that the
Justice Department could
ease off attempts to break up
Google, especially if Trump
takes the widely expected
step of replacing Assistant
Attorney General Jonathan
Kanter, who was appointed
by Biden to oversee the
agency’s antitrust division.

Although the case target-
ing Google was originally
filed during the final months
of Trump’s first term in
office, Kanter oversaw the
high-profile trial that cul-
minated in Mehta’s ruling
against Google. Working in
tandem with Federal Trade
Commission Chair Lina
Khan, Kanter took a get-
tough stance against Big
Tech that triggered other
attempted crackdowns on
industry powerhouses such
as Apple and discouraged
many business deals from
getting done during the past
four years.

Trump recently
expressed concerns that

a breakup might destroy
Google but didn’t elaborate
on alternative penalties he
might have in mind. “What
you can do without breaking
it up is make sure it’s more
fair,” Trump said last month.
Matt Gaetz, the former
Republican congressman
that Trump nominated to be
the next U.S. Attorney Gen-
eral, has previously called
for the breakup of Big Tech
companies.

Gaetz faces a tough con-
firmation hearing.

This latest filing gave
Kanter and his team a final
chance to spell out measures
that they believe are needed
to restore competition in
search. It comes six weeks
after Justice first floated the
idea of a breakup in a pre-
liminary outline of potential
penalties.

But Kanter’s proposal
is already raising questions
about whether regulators
seek to impose controls that
extend beyond the issues
covered in last year’s trial,
and — by extension —
Mehta’s ruling.

Banning the default
search deals that Google
now pays more than $26
billion annually to maintain
was one of the main prac-
tices that troubled Mehta in
his ruling.

LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Friday, November 22, 2024
(24-hour observations at 8:54 p.m. Thursday at Fort
Wayne International Airport)
High: 34; Low: 30; Precipitation: 0.07 inches of snow
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.20

feet at 9:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: A slight chance of rain and snow showers before
7 am., then a chance of snow showers between 7 a.m. and 8
a.m., then a chance of rain showers after 8§ a.m. Cloudy, with
a high near 45. Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as
high as 30 mph. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Tonight: A 30% chance of showers before 1 a.m.
Cloudy, with a low around 38. Northwest wind 10 to 15
mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Saturday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 46. West

wind around 10 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 33.
West wind around 5 mph becoming calm in the evening.

Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 51.

Sunday Night: A 30% chance of showers after 1 a.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 43.

Monday: Showers likely, mainly after 1 p.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 56. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Monday Night: A 30% chance of showers before 1am.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 30.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 40.

Tuesday Night: A 20% chance of snow showers. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 27.

Wednesday: A 20% chance of showers. Partly sunny,

with a high near 40.

Wednesday Night: A chance of rain and snow showers.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 28.
Thanksgiving Day: A chance of showers. Mostly

cloudy, with a high near 39.

Lautzenheiser

(Continued from Page 1)

in the preschool Sunday
School class.

He and his wife, Bri,
have two children, Reece
and Harper.

“It’s been an honor being
part of the community,”
Lautzenheiser said Thurs-
day. “It’s been an honor
playing the roles that I’ve
been able and blessed to
do.”

Lautzenheiser added,
noting the presence of the
award’s namesake Bette
Erxleben, “And it’s a great
honor to have someone I

Drainage

(Continued from Page 1)
Assistant Commissioner
Martha Clark Mettler; Cina
Brant, Lis McDonnell, Mike
Koehne, each a farmer from
a different region; construc-
tion representative Brian
McMorrow; Scott Fetters,
representing the United
States Fish and Wildlife
Service; State Agriculture
Engineer Scott Wagner;
and President of the Indiana

greatly respect in the com-
munity, to be named in
the list of an award that
was named after you (Erx-
leben). So, thank you so
much.”

Lautzenheiser also
expressed gratitude for those
who played a part in the
award, his family and his
faith.

Foundation Director
Tammy Slater stated that the
$1,000 award to Lautzen-
heiser will be split between
Bluffton NOW! and Wells
County Trails.

holly@news-banner.com

Water Monitoring Council
Matt Meersman.

Further information about
the board and its meetings
has not yet been released.

In other updates, Hahn
said the Peter Gaskill Tile
Drain project was finished
and trees had been removed
from the Bills Creek Water-
shed. The board will meet
next at 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 2.

holly@news-banner.com

Federal Reserve

(Continued from Page 1)
deregulation, which might help spur eco-
nomic growth but would also fan inflation if
businesses couldn’t find enough workers to
meet increased consumer demand.

And recent economic data suggests that
inflation pressures could prove more per-
sistent and economic growth more resilient
than was thought just a few months ago.
At his most recent news conference, Pow-
ell suggested that the economy could even
accelerate in 2025.

Wall Street traders and some economists
now envision just two, rather than four,
rate cuts next year. And while the Fed will
likely cut its key rate when it meets in mid-
December, traders foresee a nearly even
likelihood that the central bank could leave
the rate unchanged.

“I absolutely would anticipate that they’ll
ease up on the pace of cuts,” said Jim Baird,
chief investment officer at Plante Moran
Financial Advisors.

Economists at Bank of America expect
annual inflation to remain “stuck” above
2.5%, higher than the Fed’s 2% target level,
in part given the likelihood that Trump’s
economic proposals, if carried out, would
fuel price pressures. The economists now
foresee just three rate reductions in the com-
ing months, in December, March and June.
And they expect the Fed to stop easing
credit once its benchmark rate, now at 4.6%,
reaches 3.9%.

Krishna Guha, an analyst at investment
bank Evercore ISI, wrote last week that,
“We think the looming Trump presidency is
helping to drive a change in tone from the
Fed — including Powell — towards a wari-
er and more hedged posture on the pace and
extent of further cuts.”

Trump has vowed to impose a 60% tar-
iff on all Chinese goods and a “universal”
tariff of 10% or 20% on everything else that
enters the United States. On Wednesday, a
top executive at Walmart, the world’s largest
retailer, warned that Trump’s tariff proposals
could force the company to raise prices on
imported goods.

“Tariffs will be inflationary for customers,”
John David Rainey, Walmart’s chief financial
officer, told The Associated Press. Other con-
sumer goods and retail companies, including
Lowe’s, Stanley Black & Decker, and Colum-
bia Sportswear, have issued similar warnings.

In trying to gauge the right level for
interest rates, the Fed’s policymakers face a
significant obstacle: They don’t know how

much further they can reduce rates before
reaching a level that neither stimulates nor
restrains the economy — what’s called the
“neutral rate.” The officials don’t want to
cut rates so low as overheat the economy
and reignite inflation. Nor do they want to
keep rates so high as to damage the job mar-
ket and the economy and risk a recession.

An unusually wide divergence has devel-
oped among the 19 officials on the Fed’s
rate-setting committee as to where the neu-
tral rate is. In September, the officials col-
lectively projected that the neutral rate lies
between 2.4% and 3.8%. Lorie Logan, pres-
ident of the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas,
has noted that that range is twice as large as
it was two years ago.

In a recent speech, Logan suggested that
the Fed’s benchmark rate might be only
slightly above the neutral level now. If so,
that would mean few additional rate cuts are
needed.

Other officials disagree. In a recent inter-
view with The Associated Press, Austan
Goolsbee, president of the Fed’s Chicago
branch, said he thought the neutral rate is
much lower than the Fed’s current rate. If
so, many more rate cuts would likely be
appropriate.

Perhaps the biggest unknown is how
Trump’s proposals on tariffs, deportations
and tax cuts will shape the Fed’s rate deci-
sions. Powell has stressed that the Fed won’t
change its policymaking until it’s clear what
changes the new administration will actually
implement.

As is customary for the Fed, though,
Powell avoided commenting directly on
presidential policies. But he did acknowl-
edge that the Fed’s economists are assessing
the potential effects of a Trump presidency.

“We don’t actually really know what pol-
icies will be put in place,” Powell said.

Another factor is that the economy is
much different now than when Trump first
took office in January 2017. With unem-
ployment lower than it was then, economists
say, additional stimulus through tax cuts
might create more demand than the econo-
my can handle, possibly fueling inflation.

Tax cuts, “starting from an economy
close to full employment, will lead to
inflation and, by implication, higher Fed
policy rates and a stronger dollar,” Olivier
Blanchard, a former top economist at the
International Monetary Fund and senior fel-
low at the Peterson Institute for International
Economics, wrote in a recent commentary.
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Police Notebook

—OBITUARIES
Vance Eversole, 71

Vance Dean Eversole, 71, of Southlake Texas, passed
away on Nov. 9, 2024.

Vance was born to Claris (Buskirk) and Kedrick Ever-
sole on Aug. 21, 1953 at Lutheran Hospital in Fort
Wayne.

After graduating from Norwell High School in Ossian,
he joined the Air Force and completed technical studies
in computer science.

In 1975, Vance met Terrie (Theresa) Taylor at Lincoln,
Nebraska. They married on June 5, 1976 and later
moved to the Dallas, Texas area. Vance and Terrie went
on to have one daughter, Taylor Nicole Eversole.

Those who knew Vance, respected his servant’s heart
and love for rescued animals in his work at Ranch Hand
Rescue in Argyle, Texas.

Vance is preceded in death by his wife, Terrie; his
sister, Lynette Moran; father, Kedrick Eversole; and his
mother-in-law, Marjorie Taylor.

He is survived by his daughter, Taylor (Jeff) Edwards
of North Richland Hills, Texas; mother, Claris Eversole
of Royse City, Texas; brother, Gail (Deb) of South Whit-
ley; sister, Twylla (Mike) Bell of Royse City, Texas; sister,
Clarene (Jim) Benton of Plant City, Florida; father-in-law,
James Taylor of Longview, Texas; brother-in-law, James
(Gabrielle) Taylor of Firestone, Colorado; sister-in-law
Rachel (Jerry) Chesney of Longview, Texas; multiple
nieces and nephews; and three grandchildren.

Private services will be held for close family and
friends at the Dallas-Ft Worth National Cemetery.

Phyllis Ghlee McVickier, 96

Phyllis Ghlee McVicker, 96,
passed away on Friday, Nov. 15,
2024 at Heritage Pointe of War-
ren.

She was born in Hartford City
on Sept. 5, 1928 to James H. Fear
and Alice May (Enochs) Fear-Barr.
Her parents precede her in death.

Phyllis graduated from Hartford
City High School in 1946. She
married Homer Francis McVicker
on June 1, 1946 at the Hartford
City Wesleyan Church. He passed
away on July 3, 2010.

She was the oldest member of the Hartford City Wes-
leyan Church. She played the organ at the Hartford City
Wesleyan Church for 45 years and when she moved
to Bluffton to be closer to her daughter, she played
the organ at Liberty Center Community Church. She
had started when she was a young lady helping out
the Country Church because they did not have a piano
or organ player. She knew music by heart. Not only
did she play the organ on Sundays at church but also
played for numerous funerals throughout the years.

Phyllis retired from 3M Company in 1990 after 30
years of service.

She enjoyed traveling and took many bus trips with
a group. She loved to cook and made the best pie and
apple dumplings. She also enjoyed knitting and playing
games. Time with her family was precious to her and
she loved making memories together.

Phyllis will sadly missed by her daughter, Kathleen
“Kathy” A. (John W.) Miller of Bluffton; son, David E.
(Patti) McVicker of Hartford City; grandchildren, Melissa
A. (Juan) Lozoya of Bluffton, Casey L. McVicker of Lafay-
ette and Sarah L. (Kyle) Swift of Muncie; step-grandchil-
dren, Bryan (Lynette) Miller of Breman, Indiana, and
Jana (Nick) Bishop of South Bend; great-grandchildren,
Nathan Lozoya, Nicholas Lozoya, Silas McVicker, Levi
McVicker, Elsie Swift, Maleah McVicker, Marrah McVick-
er and Josie Swift; step-great-grandchildren, Keely Mill-
er, Keegan Miller, Sawyer Miller, Bryce Bishop and Lilly
Bishop; and several nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death by her parents, her husband,
sisters, Crystal Broadwater and Delialah Yencer.

Funeral service will be at 1 p.m. Friday, Nov. 22, 2024,
at Keplinger Funeral Home, 509 N. High St. in Hartford
City. Burial will follow at Twin Hill Cemetery in Pennville.
Visitation will be from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, Nov. 22,
2024, at the funeral home.

Memorial may be made to Hartford City Wesleyan
Church, 1301 S. Walnut St., Hartford City, IN 47348

Online condolences may be sent to www.keplingerfu-
neralhome.com or utilize our Keplinger Funeral Home
Facebook page.

Parkview hospitals earn
performance awards

Five Parkview hospitals have earned a 2024 Performance
Leadership Award for excellent quality and outcomes from
The Chartis Center for Rural Health.

Three hospitals — Parkview Bryan Hospital,
Parkview LaGrange Hospital and Parkview Whitley
Hospital — were recognized in the quality category,
while Parkview DeKalb Hospital and Parkview Hun-
tington Hospital were awarded in the outcomes catego-
ry.

The Performance Leadership Awards recognize top
quartile performance among rural hospitals in three catego-
ries: quality, outcomes and/or patient perspective. All five
hospitals recognized by The Chartis Center this year have
previously been awarded Performance Leadership Awards,
extending a streak of top performance among Parkview’s
community hospitals.

Parkview Bryan Hospital has been recognized for
two consecutive years and, in February, was named
to The Chartis Center’s Top 100 rural hospital list.
Parkview Huntington Hospital has received six Per-
formance Leadership Awards since 2016; Parkview
LaGrange Hospital is on a three-year streak; Parkview
DeKalb Hospital was recognized in back-to-back years;
and Parkview Whitley Hospital has been awarded three
times since 2016.

The Performance Leadership Awards are based on
the results of the Chartis Rural Hospital Performance
INDEX®, a comprehensive and objective framework for
assessing how rural hospitals are performing. INDEX
benchmarks are relied upon by rural hospitals, health
systems with rural footprints, hospital associations, and
state offices of rural health to measure performance
across multiple areas impacting hospital operations and
finance.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic”
obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obitu-
aries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of
record, date and place of death, basic genealogical informa-
tion, the date, time and location of calling hours and services
and the name of the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be
included, or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of
a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and
will coordinate obituary publication.

INCIDENTS

City:

Wednesday, 2:54 p.m.,
328 S Merchant St. Report
of a hit and run. Report to
follow.

Wednesday, 6:40 p.m.,
200 block of Capri Court.
Report of a scream and pos-
sible gunshots. Shots were
from gun range.

Wednesday, 7:01 p.m.,
600 block of Eastmoor
Drive. Report of gunshots.
Shots were from gun range.

Wednesday, 9:39 p.m.,
Lions Park. Report of sus-
picious behavior. Subjects
were playing Pokemon Go.

Wednesday, 10:24 p.m.,
1200 block of Lancaster
Street. Noise complaint.
Subject agreed to turn TV
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down.

Thursday, 4:59 a.m.,
Bennett and Market streets.
Crash. Report to follow.

Thursday, 8:14 a.m., Pey-
ton’s Northern Distribution
Center. Report of theft.

Thursday, 1:16 p.m.,
Mercy Seat Dentistry. Report
of items left behind, possibly
by group camping out.

County:

Wednesday, 12:22 p.m.,
100 E and 400 N, Bluffton.
Sign in roadway removed.

Wednesday, 12:45 p.m.,
Wells County Jail. Report of
a no contact order violation.

Wednesday, 1:51 p.m.,
400 S and Meridian Road,
Bluffton. Caller reported a
vehicle parked alongside
the road, worried a hunter is

having car trouble. Hunter
advised he’s hunting.
Wednesday, 5:28 p.m.,
5810 W 900 N, Markle.
Resident reported a group
of women came to property
saying they were looking
for a chicken and possibly
attempted to take one from
the property. The women
then left. As the resident
was speaking with an
officer, a rooster ran past
that did not belong to the
resident. The rooster was
captured, but the women,
found via their license plate
number, denied owning a
rooster or an involvement
on the property.
Wednesday, 9:30 p.m.,
300 S and 200 W, Bluffton.
Trailer unhooked from semi,

blocking roadway.

Thursday, 8:43 p.m., 1505
W 300 S, Bluffton. Resident
reported large ruts in grass
believed to be caused by a
semi.

Ossian:

Wednesday, 8:26 p.m.,
200 block of Ironwood Lane,
Ossian. Report of fighting.

Wednesday, 9:08 p.m.,
5000 N 400 E, Ossian.
Caller reported their neigh-
bor’s dog came onto their
property. Neighbor advised
the dogs were contained via
electric collar and there had
been arguments between the
two parties.

ARRESTS

Isham Clayton Peace, 45,
Redkey; theft of vehicle, a
Level 5 felony. No bond set.

Incoming Indiana Gov. Mike Braun admonished
by GOP colleagues for missed U.S. Senate votes

The outgoing senator was missing from several
confirmation votes earlier in the week.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana U.S. Sen. Mike Braun is
facing criticism from Republican col-
leagues and President-elect Donald
Trump after his recent absences from
Capitol Hill helped Democrats secure
their picks for multiple lifetime federal
judges.

The outgoing senator won his bid to
be Indiana’s next governor earlier this
month. For now, however, he’s still an
active member of Congress.

“Senator Braun returned to D.C.
yesterday and is there today,” his office
said in a statement. “He continues to
balance his Senate responsibilities with
his Transition responsibilities.”

GOP senators from other states —
now fuming on social media and in the
halls of the capitol building — main-
tain that Braun’s work in Washington,
D.C. should be prioritized until his ten-
ure there is officially complete. They
said the same applies to a handful of
other outgoing senators who haven’t
shown up for key votes, as well.

Although Republicans in the U.S.
Senate have tried to delay the confir-
mation process by slow-rolling pro-
cedural votes, they haven’t been able
to block the nominees outright due to
missing caucus members.

Senate Republicans gained enough
seats during the 2024 elections to win
a majority, but Democrats still control
the chamber until January’s swearing-
in ceremony for new members.

Braun was absent from key Sen-
ate floor votes on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday, according to voting
records, though a spokesperson for his
office said he made it to some votes
late Wednesday after attending the
Republican Governors Association’s
annual conference in Florida.

Braun’s absence from the Senate,

for example, helped Amir Ali, a Demo-
crat-supported judicial nominee for the
District of Columbia, get confirmed on
Wednesday by a 50-49 margin, largely
along party lines.

Before that, on Monday, senators
approved Embry Kidd for the 11th
Circuit, an appeals court overseeing
the southeast where GOP-appointees
make up a narrow majority of the
judges. The 49-45 tally was missing
votes from five Republicans, including
Braun.

Other caucus members not present
for that vote were Vice President-elect
JD Vance — a senator from Ohio —
and Sen. Bill Hagerty of Tennessee.

Even so, full Republican attendance
on Monday might not have guaranteed
blocked confirmations. Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris could have cast a
tie-breaking vote in Democrats’ favor.
Democrats separately had the option
to reschedule votes until next week
to ensure all members of their caucus
were present.

On Tuesday, the Senate additionally
approved two district court nominees
who faced united Republican opposi-
tion.

One of those, Sarah Russell, was
selected for Connecticut’s federal trial
court with just 50 votes. Had the six
absent Republicans — including Braun
— been present and voted no, the nom-
ination would have likely failed.

Hours before the vote, Harris
departed Washington, D.C. for a week-
long trip to Hawaii, leaving Democrats
without a tiebreaker.

Two of the other missing Repub-
licans, Sens. Hagerty and Ted Cruz
of Texas, were with Trump and Elon
Musk in Texas to watch a SpaceX
rocket launch.

Senate records show Indiana U.S.
Sen. Todd Young voted against all four

judges that were ultimately confirmed
this week.

Senate Republicans have since
lashed out at their missing colleagues
and emphasized that perfect attendance
will be needed moving forward in
order to block additional nominees.

Trump — who earlier this month
urged GOP senators not to allow any
judicial confirmations in the final
weeks of President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration — called on absent officials to
“show up.”

“The Democrats are trying to stack
the Courts with Radical Left Judges on
their way out the door,” Trump said in
a Wednesday post on X, formerly Twit-
ter. “Republican Senators need to Show
Up and Hold the Line — No more judges
confirmed before Inauguration Day!”

West Virginia Sen. Shelley Moore
Capito, a member of Republican lead-
ership, further said that under full
attendance, “we would be able to at
least make a shot” at preventing some
of the pending Democrat picks from
getting confirmed.

“If we don’t show up, we lose,”
added North Carolina GOP Sen. Thom
Tillis, speaking to national report-
ers on Tuesday. “I don’t care what the
reasons were. We have fewer than 15
scheduled legislative days. You have to
show up. Period. End of story. There’s
nothing more important.”

When asked about obligations that
senators like Braun have had outside
Capitol Hill Tillis said, “I don’t care.”

“They’re U.S. senators today,” Til-
lis continued, adding that he’s “very
angry” about the latest votes. “I don’t
think it’s unreasonable to make damn
sure we’re all there at the strike of the
gavel.”

Axios reported Wednesday that
Republican senators have discussed
whether Braun should resign, allow-
ing someone else to fill his seat. Indi-
ana GOP U.S. Rep. Jim Banks is on
deck, elected earlier this month to take
Braun’s place.

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana laws criminalizing
human immunodeficiency virus
transmission are “outdated” and
largely unnecessary, asserts a Thurs-
day report from the University of
California, Los Angeles School of
Law.

“Scientifically outdated laws
work against public health goals
regarding HIV testing, prevention,
and treatment,” lead author Nathan
Cisneros said in a news release. He
directs an HIV criminalization proj-
ect at the school’s Williams Institute,
which researches sexual orientation
and gender identity public policy.

Also among the authors was a
Hoosier: Carrie Foote, a sociology
professor at Indiana University Indi-
anapolis and a leader of Indiana’s

Report: State’s HIV criminalization laws ‘outdated’

HIV Modermization Movement.

The report examined laws out-
lawing the transfer of contaminat-
ed bodily fluids and HIV-infected
semen, establishing a duty to inform
“persons at risk” of one’s HIV sta-
tus, punishing the failure to inform,
and criminalizing battery or mali-
cious mischief by bodily fluid or
waste.

Four were enacted between 1988
and 1995, before the advent of effec-
tive HIV treatments, the report notes.
Two became law in 1998 and 2002,
prior to proof that treatment prevents
sexual transmission

Nearly all are felonies punish-
able by years-long imprisonments
and fines of up to $10,000 — and
half include enhancements for actual
transmission. None require intent to
transmit.

Indiana’s contaminated bodily
fluids and semen donations bans are
the state’s oldest HIV criminal laws,
per the report, which found that cur-
rent U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion practices are “highly effective”
at keeping the blood and plasma sup-
ply, as well as semen donations or
transfers, safe.

The laws, according to the report,
“provide no added protection to
blood and semen donor supply safety
above those already in place under
state and federal regulations.”

In a separate report, the institute
found that Indiana has arrested 18
Hoosiers with HIV on charges of
donating plasma since 2000 — but
not under provisions penalizing
actual transmission. Nearly all were
convicted of at least one HIV-related
crime.

Pak-a-Sak to fundraise
for the Salvation Army

County Briefs

Monday kicks off a five-week Paper Kettle drive at 31
Indiana Pak-a-Sak retail locations.

The annual campaign benefits The Salvation Army’s
Christmas assistance and emergency assistance programs
in 14 counties in northern and northeastern Indiana. Paper
Kettles can be purchased for $1 at the register and will be
displayed in the stores though the holiday season. Donations
will be accepted from Nov. 25 to Dec. 29 at each Pak-a-Sak
location in the state.

Throughout the year, thousands of Hoosier families turn
to The Salvation Army for emergency rent and utility assis-
tance, access to food pantries and feeding programs, and
safe community programs for people of all ages. In 2023,
The Salvation Army Indiana Division provided almost 2.8
million meals to the hungry and 89,000 nights of shelter to
those experiencing or at risk of homelessness.

Many Salvation Army corps also provide special assis-
tance during Christmas, ensuring that struggling households
can still put gifts under the tree and food on the table dur-
ing our most special celebrations. The Paper Kettle program
provides the funding necessary to meet the needs of the
community, especially during challenging economic times.

County considers
unsold tax sale properties

The Wells County Commissioners plan to review mul-
tiple properties that were not sold at a tax sale to determine
the next best course of action. There was reportedly one
property in Poneto, two in Keystone and one in Ossian that
the commissioners will review.

Commissioner Blake Gerber initially said the county
should turn over the properties to each town jurisdiction, but
the commissioners then agreed they needed to review each
property first. They plan to return to the topic at their next
meeting on Dec. 2.

Also Monday, the commissioners approved a resolution
allowing county employees to receive their regular compen-
sation for Nov. 13, when the courthouse closed at noon due
to a water issue.

— Compiled by Holly Gaskill

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner
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Other Opinions

Economic disruption is bad
policy for Donald Trump

Donald Trump ‘s cabinet nominees so far reveal a desire
to disrupt Washington, and disruption is needed in many
places. But as he mulls his choices for Treasury and the
economic-policy posts, the question markets will ask is
whether he will disrupt the policy mix that was successful
in his first term.

The voter election surveys make clear that Mr. Trump
won his second term above all else on the economy. Voters
rejected the results of Bidenomics, especially inflation and
a decline in real incomes. They recalled the strong invest-
ment and job market and rising wages across all income
levels of the pre-Covid economy. Mr. Trump’s second term
success or failure will depend on restoring those results.

That’s the hope behind the market’s bullish initial
response to Mr. Trump’s re-election. Investors anticipate
a return of animal spirits as the pall of Democratic tax
increases and regulatory coercion is lifted. But economic
and financial risks remain, and they’ll require careful judg-
ment, not blow-it-all-up rhetoric.

That’s why it’s strange to hear Elon Musk lobby Mr.
Trump that the next Treasury secretary shouldn’t be some-
one who favors “business as usual.” What he means by that
isn’t clear beyond favoring one personality over another,
and Mr. Musk may not know. Fiscal and monetary policy
aren’t his specialty.

Our concern isn’t personalities so much as Mr. Musk’s
apparent belief in economic-policy disruption for its own
sake. Treasury isn’t the Education Department, or Defense,
and financial markets don’t want to trade one form of
policy uncertainty for another. Steady and knowledgeable
economic policy hands are needed if Mr. Trump wants to
succeed.

One risk ahead is the tax bill that needs to pass next year
to extend the 2017 tax reform. With narrow GOP majorities
in Congress, that won’t be easy. All the more so because
Mr. Trump campaigned on new tax cuts (on tips, overtime,
Social Security benefits) that will be impossible to afford
unless Republicans want to sign up for an even larger defi-
cit blowout than under President Biden.

Extending the 2017 reform more or less intact might be
the best policy. That reform has recouped more tax revenue
than the critics and Congressional scorekeepers claimed,
and it will continue to do so if the economy keeps growing.
But piling on too many tax giveaways that won’t improve
the incentive to work and invest could make tax reform dif-
ficult to pass and spook the bond markets. The U.S. deficit
as a share of GDP in the last fiscal year was 6.4%, which
is unheard of in a growing economy without a war or pan-
demic.

Unlike other policy positions, the Treasury Secretary
needs an understanding of financial markets, which nowa-
days are global. A blowup in the foreign-exchange markets
somewhere can affect the U.S. economy, and new financial
investments like crypto need careful watching. Mr. Trump
has promised to ease political control over these markets,
but no one should think they are risk free. Blowups some-
where are inevitable, and a Treasury secretary needs the
experience to deal with the fallout in a way that reassures
markets.

Mr. Trump’s first term until Covid was an overall eco-
nomic success, as his tax reform and deregulation over-
came the drag from tariffs. Markets responded well to his
victory because they hope for a repeat. But that requires
sound policy, not willy-nilly disruption.
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‘Fixing’ property taxes will take
some time. But we’re working on it.

A few comments which are not necessarily
the views of Chairman Thompson or any other
member of the Senate Majority Caucus or mem-
ber of this task force. These are my observations
and points I feel need addressed.

While it has been demonstrated that Indiana
has a competitive and taxpayer friendly system,
help for the taxpayer is on the way. However,
it may take some time to work its way through
the established system as well as the General
Assembly.

We will likely begin to see a leveling off of
market value in use of real properties as the
economy begins to stabilize. There are likely
to be some pockets of growth around the state that will
be less effected by a bit of a slow down. The legislation
you will see introduced this session will take time to fully
implement. Tax bills for 2025 cannot be “fixed” this ses-
sion further beyond what the Indiana General Assembly
has done the last couple of sessions like capping general
fund local levy growth. Moving for-

for the local unit to go beyond the on-e, two-,
three-percent caps.

9. To address spending from one year to the
next by local units of government there are statu-
tory limits on annual increases for operating levies.
Two years ago, the General Assembly lowered the
limit to 4% for a two-year period. Had we not done
so, the calculation of the limit for 2024 would have
allowed it to be raised to 5.16% (a 29% increase).

However, once again there are work-arounds
to the levy limits we have imposed on local units.
Levies to pay debt, referenda, something called
excess levy appeals and local units’ cumulative
funds are outside of the limits we have imposed
resulting in an effective annual limit in 2024 of 5.3% not
just 4%.

10. Property tax calculations include in many cases
deductions and credits to ease the tax burden for the
property taxpayers. Deductions for homestead properties
merely shift the burden to taxpayers within the two- and
three-percent classification. This

Travis
Holdman

ward, legislation this next session can
result in tighter property tax controls
for local units of government.

There are two solutions to lower-
ing property tax: less local spending
and borrowing and (more) reliance on
Local Income Tax (LIT) levies.

1. The overall tax policy in the
State of Indiana is one of the best in
the nation. The Tax Foundation ranks
Indiana No. 10 in overall best tax
policy, and 5th for property tax. Indi-
ana has cut income tax rates 25 times

Editor’s note: As co-chair and “creator”
— for lack of a better term — of the State and
Local Tax Review task force, local Sen. Travis
Holdman delivered these remarks at the joint-
study committee’s final meeting Wednesday. I felt
them worthy of our readers’ review for several
reasons, not the least of which is to demonstrate
that our sometimes lengthy attempts at discuss-
ing property taxes, for which I have often been
(jokingly I think) berated, is not unique. Travis’
attempt to encapsulate the issues the SALTR task
forced faced demonstrates why brevity is difficult
when discussing property taxes.

is the general rule unless it pushes
the levies for the two- and three-
percent payer to the cap. “Cred-
its” on the other hand reduce the
amount of tax liability and results
in a compete loss of revenue for
the local unit.

11. The complexity of the sys-
tem cannot be “fixed” to provide
overnight relief to any one clas-
sification of taxpayer. This process
requires a multi-year effort to ease
into a reform.

—Mark Miller

since 2012. We are working with
Governor-elect Mike Braun on these tax proposals.

2. Indiana’s tax structure is the result of 50 years of
patchwork in the search of a fair and equitable tax system
for property, sales, individual and corporate constituen-
cies.

3. There will always seem to be the need for adjust-
ments in process and rates with changing demographics
and increased digital integration.

4. With regards to property taxes. The State of Indiana
does not levy property taxes from any classification of
property taxpayers. The property tax is an entirely local
tax.

5. The formula for arriving at the amount owed to local
units of government is simple: Assessed Value times the
Rate equals the Levy (the net tax bill). However, each of
the components of the formula is very complex within its
own definition and inner workings.

6. In Indiana, a property’s assessed value should
reflect market value in use. The phenomenon of increased
property values is directly related to the market and
assessed value with a constant tax rate in many cases
resulting in higher levies. Indiana is not unique. Inflation
and increased property values has affected all 50 states
and legislators across the country are grappling with the
impact to the taxpayer.

7. Regardless of the legislature’s efforts to provide
more information on the process of how property tax bills
are calculated, property tax bills remain complicated,
confusing and complex and difficult for the taxpayer to
understand.

8. The General Assembly, more than a decade ago put
in place the one-, two- and three-percent property tax caps
which limit taxpayer’s liability based on their “market
value in use.” Voters ultimately voted to make this regi-
men part of our constitution.

Accordingly, the homestead property at 1%, other resi-
dential and farm property at 2% and commercial property
at 3% of the market value in use would be the maximum
amount a taxpayer would pay. However, there are local
unit work-arounds to the caps with referenda that allow

12. Local units of government
generally operate with a majority of revenues from local
property taxes and local income taxes.

13. Current Local Income Tax rates are set at a maxi-
mum of 2.5% with additional 1.25% if used for property
tax relief for a total of 3.75%. However, Marion County
is an exception with a maximum of 2.75% and 1.25% for
property tax relief or a total of 4%.

14. There is currently $4.8 billion in LIT capacity state-
wide

15. In general, I have a concern for the amount of debt
our schools and other units of government are accumulat-
ing. We have got to control local spending and the same
goes for state government.

We as a state cannot expect our local units of govern-
ment to be more nimble, more frugal, more out-of-the-box
champions and implementers if we are not willing to do
so ourselves. The state’s average increase in revenue for
the 10 years prior to the years of Covid is roughly 3.24%.
That should be the high-water mark for spending from
one year to the next. If we have excess revenue, in my
opinion, we should cut the state’s individual income tax
rate.

Since its inception, as the author of SB3 two years ago
that formed this Task Force, my concerns were that the
expectations for the results of our work would far exceed
the product.

We have been diligent in collecting more data than you
will ever know. My deepest gratitude to Krista Ricci, Ben
Tooley, and other members of the House and Senate fiscal
teams. Thanks goes as well for the yeoman’s job our LSA
staff has done to provide research for us. Thank you to a
working group of House and Senate members that have
been diligent and thoughtful offline to respond to con-
cerns of our constituents. To fellow members of this Task
Force, thank you for your input and being patient with the
process. And, Chairman Thompson, thank you for making
the team work better.

Holdman represents District 19, which includes Wells County, in the Indi-
ana State Senate. He was recently re-elected as the Majority Caucus Chair.
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Best friend feels betrayed by
my new relationship with his ex

Dear Annie: My best friend’s ex-
wife and I have found each other after
decades and fallen in love. The whole
situation is really complicated. She
left their marriage over 30 years ago
and recently divorced another man
— the one she left my friend for. She
left my friend bitter and broken and
he’s never really forgiven her. I can’t
blame him.

But she recently reached out to
me, and I’ve grown very fond of her.
I’ve asked him repeatedly if my con-
nection is upsetting to him. He’s said
he doesn’t care but does not want to
know details. Well, I mentioned her
the other day and he exploded, saying
I had betrayed him and how could I?
He is angry, hurt and refuses to speak
to me. He is my best life-long friend!
What can I do? — Stuck Between
Love and Friendship

Dear Stuck: The truth is that you
knew your friend’s emotions were
at risk when you started dating the
woman who broke his heart. [ am not
sure why you brought her up after he
requested you keep the relationship to
yourself, but here we are.

Your relationship with his ex is
clearly painful to him, so I would
respect his space while he takes time
to cool off. I would then reach out
expressing how much you value his
friendship and want to keep it in your
life.

I can only assume you see a serious
future with this woman, otherwise you
wouldn’t have gone down this road. So
talk to her about potential boundaries
you can set to make your friend feel
more at ease about your relationship.

Dear Annie: I am a retired psycho-
therapist and read your column every
day. I'm writing in response to “Torn
and Tired,” the person whose mother
wants to downsize but struggles to

part with the clut-
ter in her over-

Dear

flowing house. I anie

by Annie Lane

think you missed
an important
issue in your

response, which

is that I suspect

the mother may

have hoarding

disorder. The

daughter alludes

to this in her let-

ter, and if it’s

true, this changes

things beyond

decluttering. It is
important that this family understands
what hoarding disorder entails.

There are professionals who can
help people with hoarding disorder if
that person is willing to get and accept
the help. Understanding the illness can
also be very helpful to family mem-
bers. — Compassionate Clinician

Dear Compassionate: Thank you
— and the handful of other readers!
— for pointing out this very important
distinction. Hoarding is recognized as
a legitimate mental health diagnosis
in the DSM-5 (Diagnostic and Statis-
tical Manual of Mental Disorders),
and it should absolutely be treated as
such. This mother would benefit great-
ly from professional help, as you men-
tion, in addition to the support of her
loving and patient family.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” features favorite columns
on marriage, infidelity, communica-
tion and reconciliation. It is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit
http://www.creatorspublishing.com
for more information. Send your ques-
tions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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Answer

By Dr. Billy Fg
Graham {

Question: If the devil
believes in the true God,
what makes him go on in
his evil ways? If he really
believes that God is all-
powerful, surely he must
know that he is going
to lose in the end. What
motivates him? — D .E.

Answer: The devil
and his demons know

sin to Christ and put
their trust and faith
in Him. It involves
not only an intellec-
tual acceptance of cer-
tain facts about God and
Jesus. It involves com-
plete surrender and com-
mitting to living an obe-
dient life according to
God’s Word. This means
to turn away from the
former life and walk in
new life with Him. Jesus
Christ gives us this abil-

The devil and his
demons know God exists

Satan does not care
how much we theorize
about Christianity or how
much we profess to know
about Christ. What he
opposes vigorously is the
way we live for Christ.
It is Satan’s purpose to
steal the seed of truth
from our hearts by send-
ing distracting thoughts.
He will do everything he
can to divide Christians
and destroy our witness.
We must not give Satan
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Tigers sweep in MS basketball

All four of the Bluffton-Harrison Middle
School basketball teams won their games
over St. Joseph Thursday night.

The eighth grade boys’ team won 38-10.
Wyatt Holmes led the way with 13 points
and eight rebounds, Chase Kistler (8), Vince
Lambert and Maddox White (5), Braxton
Bebout (4), Ethan Ribbich (2) and Jabrylon
Hamon (1).

The eighth grade girls’ team won 32-21.
Audrey Mechling led the way with eight
points, followed by Gracie Jellison (6), Josie
Nash (5), Luci Jenkins (3) and Anna Hart-

man, Averie Patton, Khloe Gehrett, Mad-
elyn Narvaez and Audrey McMillian (2).
The seventh grade boys’ team won
34-21. Riker Beste led the way with 10
points, followed by Davin Drayer (8) with
12 rebounds, Kreigh Ault (6), Easton Schip-
per (6), Clive Gerber (3) and Simeon Terry

The seventh grade girls’ team won 26-19.
Adrienne Smallman led the way with nine
points, followed by Averie Pearson (8),
Alaya Reinhard (4), Olivia Brown (3) and
Abby Garrett (2).

Ohtani wins third MVP award,
first in NL; Judge earns second
AL MVP honor in 3 seasons

By RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK (AP)
— Shohei Ohtani
keeps setting records,
even after the season
is over.

The Los Angeles
Dodgers star added
his third Most Valu-
able Player award to

The Nederlanse kooik-
erhondje immediately
jumped away.

Ohtani received all
30 first-place votes and
420 points. New York
Mets shortstop Francis-
co Lindor was second
with 263 points and Ari-
zona second baseman
Ketel Marte third with

his collection and first
in the National League
when he was chosen unanimously by the
Baseball Writers” Association of America
on Thursday. Aaron Judge of the New York
Yankees won the American League award
for the second time, also unanimously.

Ohtani last year became the first two-
time unanimous MVP. He won the AL
award in 2021 and 2023 as a two-way star
for the Los Angeles Angels and finished
second to Judge in 2022 voting.

He didn’t pitch in 2024 following elbow
surgery and signed a record $700 mil-
lion, 10-year contract with the Los Ange-
les Dodgers last December. Ohtani became
the first player to reach 50 home runs and
50 stolen bases in a season, then helped
the Dodgers beat the Yankees in the World
Series.

“The fact that [ knew I wasn’t going to be
able to pitch this season just made me focus
more on my offensive game and fortunately
I was able to produce and get this award,”
Ohtani said through a translator.

Ohtani sat on a red sofa with his wife and
dog Decoy as teammate Clayton Kershaw
announced the award on the MLB Network.

Shohei Ohtani

229.

Judge was a unani-
mous pick for the first time. Kansas City
shortstop Bobby Witt Jr. got all 30 second-
place votes for 270 points, and Yankees
outfielder Juan Soto was third with 21 third-
place votes and 229 points.

Ohtani hit .310, stole 59 bases and led
the NL with 54 homers and 130 RBIs exclu-
sively as a designated hitter, becoming the
first player with 50 or more homers and 50
or more stolen bases in a season.

A highlight of the season was during
the dog days. Ball in mouth, Decoy deliv-
ered the ceremonial first pitch to his owner
at Dodger Stadium’s home plate before an
Aug. 28 game against Baltimore.

“The most nerve-wracking game that I
had, the most nervous I was when we had
that Decoy throw out the first pitch,” he said.

Ohtani played the final three games of
the World Series with a torn labrum in his
left shoulder. Still recovering from right
elbow surgery in September 2023, Ohtani
had another operation on Nov. 5 to repair
the shoulder and has been working on range
of motion and started Thursday on core and
lower body work.

Aaron Judge

Dominated by Ohio State for
years, surprising Indiana has
a chance for the big payback

By MITCH STACY
AP Sports Writer

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Looking
at Ohio State’s schedule at the start of the
season, the game against Indiana in late
November didn’t stand out.

The Hoosiers haven’t been a contender
in the Big Ten for decades and were terrible
last year, so it was logical to think about this
game as a throwaway, one that wouldn’t
require a lot of heavy lifting for the Buck-
eyes as they schemed for revenge against
Michigan the following week.

Instead, the college football world will
get a treat instead of a dud on Saturday
when undefeated No. 5 Indiana plays No. 2
Ohio State at the Horseshoe, a place where
the Hoosiers haven’t won a game since
Ronald Reagan was president.

Indiana (10-0, 7-0 Big Ten, No. 5 CFP) is
one the most uplifting stories of the season.
Behind Ohio University transfer quarter-
back Kurtis Rourke, the Hoosiers are enjoy-
ing their best season since 1967 when they
finished 9-2 and shared the Big Ten title
with Purdue and Minnesota.

They haven’t even sniffed a conference
crown since.

The Buckeyes (9-1, 6-1, No. 2 CFP) are
doing what they were expected to do. Their
only stumble this season was a nail-biter of
a 32-31 loss to now-No. 1 Oregon. Ohio
State hasn’t dropped below No. 4 in the AP
Top 25 all season.

“We saw Indiana becoming a big game,
now a Top 5 matchup,” Ohio State coach
Ryan Day said this week. “Our guys are
fired up for this one and know this is a must-
win for us. We’ve got to go win this game to
play in Indianapolis (in the Big Ten cham-
pionship). I know the team, the coaches,
everybody in this building, the fans know
what kind of game this is, and we’ve got to
bring it on Saturday.”

Oregon has already clinched one of the
spots in the conference title game.

If Indiana beats Ohio State — the only
nationally ranked team on its schedule this
year — and closes out the season with a win
over Purdue, the Hoosiers will be in the Big
Ten championship for the first time since the
inception of the game in 2011.

If Ohio State wins out, it will return to
the conference title game for the first time
since the pandemic-shortened 2020 season
— and get a rematch with the Ducks.

High School Calendar

FRIDAY, NOV 22

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Huntington North at
Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.

WRESTLING: Elwood at Southern Wells, 6

p.m.
SATURDAY, NOV 23
GIRLS BASKETBALL: North Miami at Bluff-

ton, 7:30 p.m.; Oak Hill at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.;
Southern Wells at Canterbury, 3:30 p.m.
WRESTLING: Bluffton Super Duals, 9 a.m.;
Southern Wells at Bronco Super Duals (Wapa-
hani & Daleville High School), 9 a.m.
MONDAY, NOV 25
No events scheduled.

No. 16 Indiana remains unbeaten
with win over UNC Greensboro

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. (AP) — Myles
Rice scored 14 of his 20 points in the first
half, freshman Bryson Tucker finished with
a season-high 14 and No. 16 Indiana got
past UNC Greensboro 69-58 on Thursday
night.

Mackenzie Mgbako, Malik Reneau and
Oumar Ballo each scored nine points as the
Hoosiers (4-0) won their fourth straight by
double digits. Ballo added 11 rebounds and
Reneau had 10.

Ronald Polite III led the Spartans with a
season-best 17 points, and Donovan Atwell
added 10 for UNC Greensboro (2-2).

Indiana never trailed, but the Spartans
made it interesting when they tied it at 40
on Malik Henry’s three-point play 4:03 into
the second half. Tucker answered with five
straight points, and the Hoosiers kept UNC
Greensboro at arm’s length the rest of the

game.
Takeaways

Indiana: The Hoosiers had plenty of
opportunities to seal this game but struggled
to put it away. As the schedule becomes
tougher, Indiana needs to find some rhythm
quickly.

Key moment

Tucker’s five-point flurry got the strug-
gling Hoosiers going. After allowing the
Spartans to score on a layup, Indiana went
on a 9-0 run to make it 54-42, and UNC
Greensboro never recovered.

Key stat

While Indiana’s 14 turnovers helped the
Spartans, UNC Greensboro’s 9-of-32 shoot-
ing from beyond the arc didn’t allow it to
capitalize.

Up next

The Hoosiers are off until Wednesday
when they’ll face nearby Louisville in the
Bahamas.

SPORTS

Bluffton ﬁnlshes second in conference

Bluffton’s victory over Jay County placed them second in the Hoosier Conference Thurs-
day night. Miken Habegger had himself a season, earning the triple crown for the second
season in a row for the highest game, average and series for the boys’ side. (Photo sub-
mitted)

Richardson looks to prove himself
yet again as he takes on Lions

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Anthony
Richardson looked like a different quarter-
back when he returned to the Indianapolis
Colts’ starting lineup last week.

He consistently connected with open
receivers. He appeared to be in command
and he ran with authority.

Now, last year’s No. 4 overall draft pick
wants to show doubters the best game of
his pro career was no fluke with an encore
performance he hopes will change his long-
term image.

“The main thing is just being consistent,
just trusting my guys each and every play,
trusting the play call each and every play,
and then just trusting the preparation,” Rich-
ardson said. “It’s just putting in the work
throughout the week and letting it show out
on the field on Sundays.”

That formula worked perfectly against
the reeling New York Jets when the NFL’s
least accurate starting quarterback complet-
ed 20 of 30 passes, threw for one touchdown
and ran for two more including the decisive
score on Indy’s final possession.

It was a major change from the guy who
had completed just 44.4% of his passes
while throwing four TD passes and seven
interceptions.

This week, the stakes get higher and the
challenge tougher with Detroit.

The Lions (9-1) are off to their best start
since 1934, own the NFC’s best record, have
a league-high eight-game winning streak and
the league’s highest-scoring team has topped
the 40-point mark in half of those eight wins.

All of it would seem to put the Colts

Drama filled fmal 3
races of F1 season as
drivers are upset with
recent FIA decisions

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

LAS VEGAS (AP) — There are three races remaining
in the Formula 1 season and Max Verstappen of Red Bull
is close to a fourth consecutive world championship, which
can wrap up Saturday night at the Las Vegas Grand Prix.

All is not smooth sailing headed into this final month of

racing:

— There’s a new race director following the firing of
Niels Wittich that blindsided the Grand Prix Drivers’ Asso-
ciation so badly that it created an Instagram account to

rebuke the lack of FIA transparency.

“It was a bit of a surprise, I think, for everybody,” said
Mercedes driver George Russell, a GPDA director. “It’s
a hell of a lot of pressure now onto the new race director
(with) just three races left. Often, as drivers, we probably
feel like we’re the last to find out this sort of information.”

— Greg Maffei, the CEO of Liberty Media, the company
that holds the commercial rights to F1, said last week he
was stepping down from his position. This followed months
of speculation that owner John Malone was displeased with
Liberty landing in two different Justice Department inves-
tigations, one surrounding F1’s refusal to allow Andretti
Global into the series and the other over allegations of a

Live Nation concert ticket monopoly.

The Andretti team is expected to receive F1 approval
to join the grid, albeit without Michael Andretti, who has
scaled back his role dramatically since the IndyCar season

ended in September.

— F1 denied over the weekend that Stefano Domenicali,
CEO of Formula One Management, was also on the move
amid rumors that the Italian would take over MotoGP if

Liberty’s purchase of the series is approved.

— Renee Wilm, a longtime Liberty Media employee,
CEO of the Las Vegas Grand Prix and potentially Domen-
icali’s successor, told The Associated Press she will fulfill
any role Malone tasks her with but has little desire to move
from Colorado to London to replace Domenicali. Maffei’s

newly opened job? Who knows.

Many drivers, particularly seven-time champion Lewis
Hamilton, have been at odds with FIA President Moham-
med Ben Sulayem since his election following the 2021 sea-
son finale. In the GDPA statement, they reminded the sanc-
tioning body “our members are adults” who don’t need lec-
tures and fines on foul language or jewelry bans, and simply

want fair and consistent race control.
(Continued on Page 7)

(5-6) under pressure to score points by the
dozens. But the unflappable Richardson dis-
misses such a notion.

“If you see it like that, there’s definitely
an edge of you trying to push and do a lit-
tle bit more,” Richardson said “But I think
that’s a negative, honestly. You’re trying to
play up to their standards.”

The new and improved Richardson also
poses new problems for Detroit’s defense,
especially if coach Shane Steichen reverts
again to a strategy that takes greater advan-
tage of the 6-foot-4, 244-pound Richard-
son’s strong legs.

Colts receiver Michael Pittman Jr. said he
thought the game plan and the play calling
allowed Richardson to settle into the game
against the Jets while boosting Richardson’s
confidence.

On tape, Lions coach Dan Campbell
viewed Richardson’s re-emergence another
way.

“I think what you saw was, last week
(was Richardson) really, at his best,” Camp-
bell said. “I’m not even sure you can go
back to earlier in the year because I feel like
they’ve taken the handcuffs off of him and
allowed him to just go.”

Could the changed strategy help Rich-
ardson improve on his 6-5 record as a starter
while becoming a more consistent thrower?
Of course, that’s what the Colts hope to see
again this week when he faces one of the
NFL’s Super Bowl favorites.

“I’'m still putting the work in every
day,” he said. “Trying not to focus on
everything good I did last week, just trying
to keep it going and just keep stacking up
the days.”
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SPORTS

News-Banner Scoreboard

FOOTBALL
NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
WL T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 9 2 0 .818 320214
Miami 4 6 0 .400 181221
N.Y.Jets 3 8 0 .273 204 242
New England3 8 0 .273 182248
South
WL T Pct PF PA
Houston 7 4 0 .636 258236
Indianapolis 5 6 0 .455 236 250
Tennessee 2 8 0 .200 170 263
Jacksonvile 2 9 0 .182 208 316
North
WL T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 8 3 0 .727 252 186
Baltimore 7 4 0 .636 334271
Cincinnati 4 7 0 .364 297 296
Cleveland 3 8 0 .273 186 267
West
WL T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 9 1 0 .900 240 191
L.A. Chargers7 3 0 .700 220 145
Denver 6 5 0 .545 235183
LasVegas 2 8 0 .200 187 285
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
WL T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia8 2 0 .800 259 179
Washington 7 4 0 .636 308 243
Dallas 3 7 0 .300 187293
N.Y.Giants 2 8 0 .200 156 222
South
WL T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 6 5 0 .545 244274
TampaBay 4 6 0 .400 279 266
New Orleans4 7 0 .364 262 260
Carolina 3 7 0 .300 167 310
North
WL T Pct PF PA
Detroit 9 1 0 .900 336177
Minnesota 8 2 0 .800 244 170
GreenBay 7 3 0 .700 250213
Chicago 4 6 0 .400 194187
West
WL T Pct PF PA
Arizona 6 4 0 .600 238220
LA.Rams 5 5 0 .500 213239
San Francisco55 0 .500 250 222
Seattle 5 5 0 .500 230238

Thursday, Nov. 21
Cleveland 24, Pittsburgh 19
Sunday, Nov. 24
Dallas at Washington, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Kansas City at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Chicago, 1 p.m.
New England at Miami, 1 p.m.

Tampa Bay at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Houston, 1 p.m.
Denver at Las Vegas, 4:05 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.

San Francisco at Green Bay, 4:25

.m.
Sunday Night Football: Philadelphia
at L.A. Rams, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Buffalo, Cincinnati, Jackson-
ville, N.Y. Jets, Atlanta, New Orleans
Monday, Nov. 25
Monday Night Football: Baltimore at
L.A. Chargers, 8:15 p.m.

BASKETBALL
High School

Thursday Girls’ Scores
Alexandria 54, Yorktown 43
Dubois 32, Orleans 25
Evansville Christian 45, Barr-Reeve

Floyd Central 57, Scottsburg 33

Goshen 42, Westview 30

Indpls Roncalli 55, Beech Grove 32

Lanesville 50, Central Christian 25

Loogootee 61, Shoals 27

N. Central (Farmersburg) 49, Linton
44, 20T

N. Vermillion 54, Westville, Ill. 21

Owen Valley 66, Eminence 32

Perry Central 47, Forest Park 36

Plainfield 59, Indpls Ben Davis 36

Riverton Parke 61, Union (Dugger) 29

Rochester 44, Peru 33

Sheridan 36, Covenant Christian High
School 28

South Bend Career Academy 34,
Morgan Twp. 11

South Knox 63, Evansville Mater
Dei 30

Tecumseh 69, Evansville Harrison 50

W. Vigo 48, Clay City 38

Washington Twp. 44, Victory Christian
Academy 22

Johnson County Tournament

Semifinal

Franklin 53, Whiteland 42

Putnam County Tournament

First Round

S. Putnam 36, N. Putnam 31

College

Men’s Scores
Thursday, Nov. 21
EAST
Baylor 99, St. John’s 98, 20T
SOUTH
Bradley 82, Texas St. 68

Chattanooga 72, Johnson U. 52

Clemson 79, Radford 51

Drake 80, Miami 69

FAU 86, Oklahoma St. 78

Middle Tennessee 83, Ohio 81, OT

Mississippi 100, Oral Roberts 68

Seton Hall 69, VCU 66, OT

South Carolina 84, Mercer 72

South Florida 74, Portland 68

Toledo 103, Stetson 78

Vanderbilt 73, Nevada 71

Wright St. 80, Princeton 62
MIDWEST

E. Michigan 68, Oakland 64

Indiana 69, UNC-Greensboro 58

James Madison 99, lIl.-Chicago 81

Kent St. 76, Niagara 73

Michigan 72, Tarleton St. 49

Valparaiso 77, Lindenwood (Mo.) 64

SOUTHWEST

Oklahoma 84, East Texas A&M 56

Texas 70, Syracuse 66

Youngstown St. 72, Monmouth

(NJ) 62

Women’s Scores
Thursday, Nov. 21
EAST
Penn St. 74, Marshall 59
St. John’s 69, Marist 49
SOUTH
Duke 79, Belmont 47
Georgia 60, Tulsa 44
Louisville 107, Morehead St. 70
NC State 89, Coastal Carolina 68
MIDWEST
Bellarmine 79, Wright St. 71
Bradley 72, IUPUI 47
Dayton 65, Providence 61
Fort Wayne 94, E. Michigan 49
St. Thomas (MN) 73, Oakland 62
Wisconsin 61, lll. Chicago 57
SOUTHWEST
Houston 73, Alcorn St. 48
Oral Roberts 94, Arkansas 73
TCU 81, Incarnate Word 43
FAR WEST

Boise St. 59, San Francisco 57
Gonzaga 72, Rice 69
Washington 62, Cal St.-Fullerton 58

NBA

Wednesday’s Games
Cleveland 128, New Orleans
100
Milwaukee 122, Chicago 106
Houston 130, Indiana 113
Thursday’s Games

Charlotte 123, Detroit 121, OT

Friday’s Games
Atlanta at Chicago, 8 p.m.
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Drama filled F1

(Continued from Page 6)

There’s been no response from Ben
Sulayem, and won’t be this weekend since
he does not attend the LVGP. He will be
at Qatar and the finale in Abu Dhabi next
month.

Hamilton doesn’t think all the behind-
the-scenes changes will be a fan topic as the
season comes to a close. But he noted that
consistency from race control is all the driv-
ers have asked for, while throwing his sup-
port behind Domenicali and the job Maffei
has done in growing F1 since Liberty took
over.

“I really hope Stefano is not leaving
because he’s been so instrumental in chang-
es and progress to this whole thing,” Hamil-
ton said. “And he knows the sport as well as
anyone. But all good things do come to an
end, and whoever they put into place, I just
hope they are like-minded. But sometimes
you have to shake the trees.”

That’s just what happened with the sur-
prise departure of race director Wittich.
Although drivers have been unhappy with
race officiating this season and held a pri-
vate GPDA meeting in Mexico City, Russell
said they had no prior warning Wittich was
out.

The race director is the referee each
weekend and Wittich has been in charge
since 2022, when Michael Masi was fired
following the controversial 2021 season-
ending, championship-altering finale at Abu
Dhabi. Now the man in charge for the final
three races is Rui Marques, the Formula 2
and Formula 3 race director.

Las Vegas, which overcame multiple
stumbling blocks in last year’s debut before
putting on one of the best races of the sea-
son, is a difficult place to start. Verstappen
can win his fourth title by simply scoring
three points more than Lando Norris of

Classifieds

Place Your Ad 24/7: o 7o www.news-banner.com Ano cLick on “Classifieds”
0R cALL 824-0224 vion-Fri 8-5 @ ToLLrree 800-579-7476 ¢ rax 824-0700

McLaren.

“It’s a bit weird with three races to go to
do that,” Verstappen said. “It doesn’t matter
if you’re positive or negative about certain
things. I thought in Brazil there was definite-
ly room for improvement, for example. It’s
still a bit weird having to now then deal with
a different race director.”

Charles Leclerc of Ferrari wondered why
the move was made with only three races to
go.
“To do it so late in the season, at such a
crucial moment of the season, it could have
probably been managed in a better way,” he
said.

The drivers have consistently asked for
clearer guidelines in the officiating of races,
specifically regarding track limits and rac-
ing rules. The drivers have no idea how
Marques will officiate, highlighting a dis-
connect between the competitors and Ben
Sulaymen’s FIA.

“We just want to be transparent with the
FIA and have this dialogue that is happen-
ing,” Russell said. “And I think the depar-
ture of Niels is also a prime example of not
being a part of these conversations.”

The GDPA statement made clear the driv-
ers do not think their voice is being heard.

“If we feel we’re being listened to, and
some of the changes that we are requesting
are implemented, because ultimately we’re
only doing it for the benefit of the sport,
then maybe our confidence will increase,”
Russell said. “But I think there’s a number
of drivers who feel a bit fed up with the
whole situation. It only seems to be going in
the wrong direction.”

He also said the relationship between the
drivers and the FIA seems fractured.

“Sometimes just hiring and firing is not
the solution,” he said. “You need to work
together to improve the problem.”

WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Lottery Numbers

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 03-07-09-12-
33

Cashd4Life — 30-35-47-
50-57, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday —
12-14-15-24-26-28-33-35-
45-53-54-56-60-61-68-72-
73-74-78-79, BE: 60

Daily Three-Midday —
03-02-05, SB:03

Daily Three-Evening —
07-05-03, SB: 04

Daily Four-Midday —
08-08-04-03, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening —
00-04-05-00, SB: 04

Quick Draw Evening
— 08-09-10-18-30-35-40-
43-44-46-52-56-58-60-63-
65-69-73-76-77, BE: 77

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $30 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $453 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Saturday): $171 million

11722

FOR SALE

Business for Sale

TURNKEY DOWNTOWN
BLUFFTON business for sale.
Call 260-273-2224 for details.

EMPLOYMENT

NOW EITInYe;

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

Mark your
Calendar for
this event

HOLIDAY CRAFT & vendor
show Nov. 23, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
National Guard Armory, 500 E.
Spring St., Bluffton. Food, ven-
dor donated raffle items, free
admission. 30+ direct sales
vendors and hand made craft
items. All money from raffles
will be donated to Honor Flight
of Northeast Indiana.

Read & recycle this newspaper

Help Wanted

COUNTY BUILDING
INSPECTOR

Wells County Government is
accepting resumes for a
County Building Inspector.
The Wells County Commis-
sioners as the county execu-
tive are seeking to employ a
full-time county building in-
spector. This person is re-
sponsible for planning and
overseeing county construc-
tion and final inspection, un-
der the direction of the
county executive. The county
building inspector shall, sub-
ject to the policies of the
county executive, perform the
following functions and have
related experience:

Coordinates the preparation
and presentation of an annu-
al budget for the Building De-
partment; directs the
implementation of the depart-
ment's budget; plans for and
reviews specifications for
new or replaced equipment.
Construct and establish a lo-
cal building code based off
state code requirements and
needs of the county.

Controls the expenditure of
departmental appropriations
Receives complaints, investi-
gates, and issues unsafe
building violations, nuisance
violations and  minimum
housing standards violations,
as appropriate.

Completes continuing educa-
tion classes on building
codes and practices, as
needed

Reviews the building plan for
the County.

Approves the building per-
mits, issues permits, and col-
lects the fees for the permits,
as necessary.

Issues certificates of occu-
pancy, as needed.

Maintains an effective com-
munication process with the
Commissioners.

Bachelor's  degree (B.A.
/B.S.) from a four-year col-
lege or university; and five
years related experience
and/or training; or equivalent
combination of education and

experience. CBO Certifica-
tion is required. Previous ex-
perience in building

construction or related field is
required. Previous superviso-
ry experience is required.

Starting salary for this posi-
tion is up to $70,000/yr. plus
all county benefits. Interested
applicants can send their re-
sumes to Wells County Audi-
tor, 102 W Market, Suite 205,
Bluffton, IN 46714 or
auditor@wellscounty.org. Re-
sumes will be accepted until

December 16, 2024.

SERVICES

Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

Services

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

REPLACE YOUR ROOF with
the best looking and longest
lasting material steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-866-781-6023

)

ATTENTION

Pursuant to IC 4-32.3-4-13, the
American Legion Post 111 is pub-
lishing notice that an application for
annual bingo activities has been
filed by:

American Legion Post Il

111 West Washington
Street

Bluffton, Indiana 46714

Location of Bingo Activities:

111 West Washington
Street

Bluffton, Indiana 46714

Operators:

George Thomas, Brenda
Thomas, Michelle Paxton, Jer-
emy Beck, Ronald Marshall, Jef-
frey Pond, Kenneth West, Patri-
cia Holley, Vicky Schambers,
Richard Smith, Jeffrey Moss,
Rick Sills, Robert Buehl, Danielle
Chilcote-Beeson, Craig Mann,
Cheryl Mann, Kathleen Marshall,
Delmar Jackson, Donna Nunley,
Melissa King, Marilyn Meshberg-
er, Richard Murphy.

Officers of Organization:

George Thomas, Post
Commander; Craig Mann, 1t
Vice Commander; Jeffrey Moss,
Adjutant; Daniel LaVine, 2" Vice
Commander; Richard Smith,
Finance Officer; Robert Buehl,
39 Vice Commander, Michelle
Paxton, Bookkeeper.

Any person may protest the
proposed issuance of the annual
activity license. Protest letters
must be postmarked within fifteen
(15) days from the date the post-
ing appears. The Commission shall
hold a public hearing if ten (10)
written and signed protest letters
are received.

Protest letters should be sent:

INDIANA GAMING COMMIS-
SION

Attention: Mark Mason

Charity Gaming Division

East Tower Suite 1600

101 W. Washington St.

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

nb 11/22
hspaxip
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Services

MARV'S  CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

Public Notices

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
TO CREDITORS
ESTATE NO.
90C01-2411-EU-000043
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WELLS

COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that
JASON C. MUSSELMAN was on
the 8th day of November, 2024,
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative of the ESTATE OF JUDITH
A. MUSSELMAN, deceased, who
died on the 4th day of August,
2024.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
Office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after decedent’s death, whichever
is earlier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

DATED AT BLUFFTON, INDI-
ANA, THIS 8th DAY OF Novem-
ber, 2024.

Beth Davis
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT FOR WELLS
COUNTY, INDIANA
nb 11/15, 11/22
hspaxip

STATE OF INDIANA )

) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
CAUSE NO.
90C01-2411-EU-000041
IN THE MATTER OF THE )
ESTATE OF )
WILLIAM A. MANN, )
DECEASED. )
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

For Publication in Newspaper

Notice is hereby given that Wil-
liam A. Mann, Il was on the 8th day
of November, 2024, appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the estate
of William A. Mann, deceased, who
died on the 21st day of October,
2024.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this
8th day of November, 2024.

Beth Davis

Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
BURT, BLEE, DIXON, SUTTON &
BLOOM, LLP
Attorneys for Personal Represen-
tative
W. Michael Horton
Attorney No. 7787-02
200 East Main Street, Suite 1000
Fort Wayne IN 46802
(260) 426-1300

nb 11/15, 11/22

hspaxlp

NOTICE OF HEARING ON
PROPOSED RATES AND CHARGES

Property owners and other interested parties in the City of Bluffton,
Indiana, are hereby notified that Ordinance No. 1641 establishing rates
and charges for services to be rendered by the City for the collection of
Rubbish, Garbage, and recyclable materials within the City was intro-
duced at a meeting of the Common Council of the City of Bluffton held
on November 19, 2024. At a meeting of the Bluffton Common Council to
be held at 5:30 p.m. (Bluffton time) on December 3, 2024, in the Council
Chambers, 128 E. Market St., Bluffton, IN 46714, Second Floor, there will
be a public hearing on the matter of rates and charges and consideration
of the adoption of Ordinance No. 1641 which provides in part as follows:

An amendment to Bluffton Code 8.24.160 Service Charges.

The addition of 8.24.160 Service Charges: to establish a residential
monthly fee for the collection of Garbage, Rubbish and recyclable materi-

als for the next four years.
Year 2025
Monthly Fee

2026
$20.86  $21.90

22027
$22.99

2028
$24.15

At the hearing and prior to final adoption of the Ordinance, all inter-
ested parties may appear and be heard. A copy of Ordinance No. 1641
may be examined at the office of the Clerk-Treasurer, 128 E. Market St.,

Bluffton, IN 46714.

Dated this 19th day of November, 2024.

Clerk-Treasurer
nb 11/22
hspaxlp

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS
Notice is hereby given to the Taxpayers of the City of Bluffton, Wells
County, Indiana, that the Common Council of said City will, at the Council
Chambers, 128 East Market Street, Bluffton, Indiana, meet on December
3, 2024 at 5:30 o’clock P.M., to consider the following additional appro-
priations in excess of the 2024 budget.

TIF Midland 2 Fund

$1,000

APPROPRIATE TO:

TIF Midland 2 Budget

438.020 RTT Economic Dev Bond

General Fund

$1,000
$3,000

APPROPRIATE TO:

Animal Shelter Budget
435.010 Utilities Animal Shelter

$3,000

Taxpayers appearing at said meeting shall have the right to be heard.
The additional appropriations as finally made will be automatically referred
to the Department of Local Government Finance. The Department will
make a written determination as to the sufficiency of funds to support the
appropriations made within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy

of the action taken.
Bri Lautzenheiser
City Clerk Treasurer

nb 11/22
hspaxip
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Putin: Russia attacked Ukraine with missile that the West can’t stop

By HANNA ARHIROVA,
ILLIA NOVIKOYV,
AAMER MADHANI
and TARA COPP
Associated Press

The Kremlin fired a new inter-
mediate-range ballistic missile at
Ukraine on Thursday in response
to Kyiv’s use this week of Ameri-
can and British missiles capable of
striking deeper into Russia, Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin said.

In a televised address to the
country, the Russian president
warned that U.S. air defense sys-
tems would be powerless to stop
the new missile, which he said
flies at ten times the speed of
sound and which he called the
Oreshnik — Russian for hazelnut
tree. He also said it could be used
to attack any Ukrainian ally whose
missiles are used to attack Russia.

“We believe that we have the
right to use our weapons against
military facilities of the countries
that allow to use their weapons
against our facilities,” Putin said
in his first comments since Presi-
dent Joe Biden gave Ukraine the
green light this month to use U.S.
ATACMS missiles to strike at lim-
ited targets inside Russia.

Pentagon deputy press secre-
tary Sabrina Singh confirmed that
Russia’s missile was a new, experi-
mental type of intermediate range
missile based on it’s RS-26 Rubezh
intercontinental ballistic missile.

“This was new type of lethal
capability that was deployed on
the battlefield, so that was certain-
ly of concern,” Singh said, noting
that the missile could carry either
conventional or nuclear warheads.
The U.S. was notified ahead of the
launch through nuclear risk reduc-
tion channels, she said.

The attack on the central
Ukrainian city of Dnipro came in
response to Kyiv’s use of longer-
range U.S. and British missiles in
strikes Tuesday and Wednesday on
southern Russia, Putin said. Those
strikes caused a fire at an ammu-
nition depot in Russia’s Bryansk
region and killed and wounded
some security services personnel
in the Kursk region, he said.

“In the event of an escalation of
aggressive actions, we will respond
decisively and in kind,” the Russian
president said, adding that West-
ern leaders who are hatching plans
to use their forces against Moscow
should “seriously think about this.”

Putin said the Oreshnik fired
Thursday struck a well-known
missile factory in Dnipro. He also
said Russia would issue advance
warnings if it launches more
strikes with the Oreshnik against
Ukraine to allow civilians to evac-
uate to safety — something Mos-
cow hasn’t done before previous
aerial attacks.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov initially said Russia hadn’t
warned the U.S. about the coming
launch of the new missile, noting
that it wasn’t obligated to do so.
But he later changed tack and said
Moscow did issue a warning 30
minutes before the launch.

Putin’s announcement came
hours after Ukraine claimed that
Russia had used an intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile in the Dnipro
attack, which wounded two people
and damaged an industrial facility
and rehabilitation center for people
with disabilities, according to local
officials. But American officials
said an initial U.S. assessment
indicated the strike was carried out
with an intermediate-range ballis-
tic missile.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said in a Telegram post

that the use of the missile was an
“obvious and serious escalation
in the scale and brutality of this
war, a cynical violation of the UN
Charter.”

He also said there had been “no
strong global reaction” to the use
of the missile, which he said could
threaten other countries.

“Putin is very sensitive to this.
He is testing you, dear partners,”
Zelenskyy wrote. “If there is no
tough response to Russia’s actions,
it means they see that such actions
are possible.”

The attack comes during a week
of escalating tensions, as the U.S.
eased restrictions on Ukraine’s use
of American-made longer-range
missiles inside Russia and Putin
lowered the threshold for launch-
ing nuclear weapons.

The Ukrainian air force said in
a statement that the Dnipro attack
was launched from Russia’s Astra-
khan region, on the Caspian Sea.

“Today, our crazy neighbor once
again showed what he really is,”
Zelenskyy said hours before Putin’s
address. “And how afraid he is.”

Russia was sending a message
by attacking Ukraine with an inter-
mediate-range ballistic missile

capable of releasing multiple war-
heads at extremely high speeds,
even if they are less accurate than
cruise missiles or short-range bal-
listic missiles, said Matthew Sav-
ill, director of military sciences at
the Royal United Services Insti-
tute, a London-based think tank.

“Why might you use it there-
fore?” Savill said. “Signaling —
signaling to the Ukrainians. We’ve
got stuff that outrages you. But
really signaling to the West ‘We’re
happy to enter into a competition
around intermediate range ballis-
tic missiles. P.S.: These could be
nuclear tipped. Do you really want
to take that risk?””

Military experts say that
modern ICBMs and IRBMs are
extremely difficult to intercept,
although Ukraine has previ-
ously claimed to have stopped
some other weapons that Rus-
sia described as “unstoppable,”
including the air-launched Kinzhal
hypersonic missile.

David Albright, of the Washing-
ton-based think tank the Institute for
Science and International Security,
said he was “skeptical” of Putin’s
claim, adding that Russian technol-
ogy sometimes “falls short.”

Trump chooses loyalist Bondi for attorney general after Gaetz withdraws

WASHINGTON (AP)
— President-elect Donald
Trump said Thursday he
will nominate former Flor-
ida Attorney General Pam
Bondi to lead the Justice
Department, turning to a
longtime ally after his first
choice, Matt Gaetz, with-
drew his name from consid-
eration amid scrutiny over
sex trafficking allegations.

Bondi has been an out-
spoken defender of Trump.
She was one of his lawyers
during his first impeachment
trial, when he was accused
— but not convicted — of
abusing his power as he tried
to condition U.S. military
assistance to Ukraine on that
country investigating then-
former Vice President Joe
Biden. And she was among
a group of Republicans who
showed up to support Trump
at his New York hush money
criminal trial that ended in
May with a conviction on 34
felony counts.

“For too long, the parti-
san Department of Justice
has been weaponized against
me and other Republicans -
Not anymore,” Trump said
in a social media post. “Pam
will refocus the DOJ to its
intended purpose of fighting
Crime, and Making America
Safe Again.”

Gaetz stepped aside amid
continued fallout over a fed-
eral sex trafficking investi-
gation that cast doubt on his
ability to be confirmed as
the nation’s chief federal law
enforcement officer. Gaetz’s
vehemently denied the alle-
gations, but his nomination
stunned many career lawyers
inside the Justice Depart-
ment. Gaetz, who passed
the bar but barely worked
as a lawyer, had very little
relevant experience for the
job. Bondi comes with years
of legal work under her belt
and that other trait Trump
prizes above all: loyalty.

The hasty withdrawal

by Gaetz and quick pivot to
Bondi were the latest exam-
ples of Trump’s tumultuous
decision-making as he rushes
out nominations — some of
questionable character and
credentials — at a breakneck
pace without the government
vetting that is typical of presi-
dential transitions. It’s an
omen that despite running his
most organized campaign for
the White House this year,
his return to the Oval Office
might feature the same sort of
drama that permeated his first
term.

Trump’s son Donald
Trump Jr. told Fox News’
“Sunday Morning Futures”
that the transition team had
backups in mind for his con-
troversial nominees should
they fail to get confirmed.

Still, even in Trump’s
world, things moved fast.
Trump had been seeking to
capitalize on his decisive
election win to force Sen-
ate Republicans to accept

provocative selections like
Gaetz. The decision could
heighten scrutiny on other
controversial Trump nomi-
nees, including Pentagon
pick Pete Hegseth, who
faces sexual assault allega-
tions that he denies.

“While the momentum
was strong, it is clear that my
confirmation was unfairly
becoming a distraction to the
critical work of the Trump/

Vance Transition,” Gaetz said
in a statement one day after
meeting with senators in an
effort to win their support.
“There is no time to waste
on a needlessly protracted
Washington scuffle, thus I’ll
be withdrawing my name
from consideration to serve
as Attorney General. Trump’s
DOJ must be in place and
ready on Day 1,” he added.
Trump, in a social media

post, said: “I greatly appre-
ciate the recent efforts
of Matt Gaetz in seeking
approval to be Attorney
General. He was doing very
well but, at the same time,
did not want to be a dis-
traction for the Administra-
tion, for which he has much
respect. Matt has a wonder-
ful future, and I look for-
ward to watching all of the
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great things he will do!
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Calendar

BIDDING ENDS NOVEMBER 24 - (Online
Only) - Various consignors and antique deal-
ers, seller. Christmas decor blow ups, vintage
Christmas decor, vintage toys, antiques, primi-
tives, vintage collectibles, costume jewelry,
tools, modern and antique furniture, hardware,
appliances, TVs, sports collectibles, dolls, glass-
ware, Early Featherweight sewing machine, rare
primitive mud sled, sporting goods, much more.
Sale manager Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, The
Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.

NOVEMBER 24-DECEMBER 1 - (Online Only)
- Estate of Eldrid Tinkel. 1995 Ford XLT 1/2
ton pickup truck, Komatsu PC10-6 mini excava-
tor, antique tractors, farm implements, livestock
feeder and waters, Amish buggy, horse drawn
sleighs, pioneer covered wagon, horse driving
equipment, farm primitives, power and hand
tools, garden equipment, engine stand, Crafts-
man snowblower, chain saws, scrap metal,
vintage Coleman lanterns, vintage stop sign,
antiques. Open house Nov. 24, 2-4 p.m., Nov.
29, 10 a.m.-noon, 1910 N Meridian St., Marion,
IN. Brandon Steffen, sale manager, 260-710-
5684, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-426-0633.

NOVEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - Christopher & Kel-
lie Pierce, owner. Held at Krueckeberg Auc-
tion Complex, 815 Adams Street, Decatur. Real
estate & land auction! Tract 1: 2 bed, 1 bath,
948 sq. foot home, full basement, 40'’x90’ bank
barn, 30'x20’ barn, grain bin, wooded, tillable,
6.5+/- acres. Tract 2: 4+/- acres tillable front-
age on Hoagland Rd. Tract 3: 4+/- acres tillable
frontage on SR 101 & Hoagland Rd. Tract 4:
42 .5+/- acres tillable frontage on SR 101 & Hoa-
gland Rd. To be sold in individual tracts or any
combinations. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
NOVEMBER 26 - 6 p.m. - (Live Auction) - The
Estate of Jimmy L. Thompson, seller. Auc-
tion location: 1245 4-H Park Rd., Bluffton, IN.
96.89+/- acres, Liberty Township, Section 18,
southern Wells County farmland. Highly produc-
tive farmland with approximately 76+/- acres
tillable land, road frontage along 500 W. and
200 S, approximately 15.5+/- acres in woods/
classified forest. Nick Huffman, 260-827-8255,
sale manager, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND STARTS CLOS-
ING DECEMBER 1 STARTING AT 4 p.m. EST
- Various consignors, owners. Online only
Elm Street consignment auction! Name brand
woodworking tools, camping supplies, like new
24" Craftsman lawn vac, lawn & garden tools,
weight lifting equipment, household furniture,
Craftsman snow blower, antiques, collectibles,
kitchen items, and much more! Preview Nov. 27,
3-5 p.m., 812 EIm Street, Decatur, IN. Pick up
Dec. 2, 2-6 p.m., Dec. 3, 9 am.-noon. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
Kjauction.com.

DECEMBER 3 - Starts at 6 p.m. - Blackford
Golf Club (Lort Services, Inc.), owner. Held at
Blackford County Fairgrounds, Hartford City, IN.
Online bidding available. 105+/- acres offered
in 7 tracts or any combination. Currently a golf
course, potential farmland, recreational land,
development potential, personal property avail-
able, Blackford Co. Auction mgr. Al Pfister, 260-
760-8922, Schrader Real Estate and Auction
Company, Inc., 800-451-2709, schraderauction.
com.

DECEMBER 4 - 3 p.m. - Online - Dusty
Roach, Bankruptcy Trustee, sellers. 6,142 sq.
ft. modern commercial building. Key features: 5
rental units w/4 office suites, 1 currently leased,

600 sq. ft. heated garage w/16'x12’ overhead
door, independently controlled heating and cool-
ing for units, expansion potential w/additional
land available for future. Open house Nov. 27,
2-3 p.m., 2379 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN. Kurt
Ness, auction mgr., 260-417-1545, Ness Bros.
Realtors & Auctioneers, www.NessBros.com,
260-459-3911.

DECEMBER 5 & 6 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors
& various consignors, owners. 815 Adams,
St., Decatur. Day 1: Online bidding only. Over
300+ lots including skid loader attachments, tool
boxes, workbenches, iron gates, chains & bind-
ers, 1 trip 40’ high side shipping container w/side
doors, dome shelter containers, much more!
Day 2 truck & equipment auction! Onsite and
online bidding offering 600+ lots! Cars, SUV, 1/2
ton & 3/4 ton pickup trucks, cargo & passenger
vans, dump trucks, large group of box trucks,
day cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks,
utility & semi trailers, SUV’s pickup trucks, vari-
ous skid steer attachments, much more! Accept-
ing consignments! Krueckeberg Auction & Real-
ty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 8-15 - 2 p.m. - (Online only per-
sonal property) - Thomas B. & Mary Lou
Woodward, seller. 2016 JD 1025R diesel utility
tractor, Frontier RT1149 tiller, 2016 Grasshopper
zero turn mower, 2020 Club Car Carryall 1700,
mowers, lawn & garden, patio furniture, antique
& modern furniture, vintage framed art work,
lithograph prints, vintage pickle castors, glass-
ware, collectibles, more. Preview Dec. 1, 8, 2-5
p.m., Dec. 12, 3-6 p.m., 301 N. Highland Ave.,
Ossian. Patrick Carter, sale manager, 260-824-
3006, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.

DECEMBER 9 - 4 p.m.- 6 p.m. ET - (Online)
- Crandall Farm, seller. Property location: Two
miles northeast of Gas, IN, near intersection
of E 300 S and S 550 E, Mill Township, Grant
County. 81.59+/- total acres, tillable, woods,
recreational land, potential building sites. Tract
1: 27.59+/- acres, 18.4+/- tillable, 8+/- woods,
1.19+/- non-tillable. Tract 2: 54+/- acres,
28.91+/- tillable, 23.34+/- woods, 1.75+/- non-
tillable. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181, Emma
Barr, 260-494-0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-
9177, Halderman Real Estate & Farm Manage-
ment, 800-424-2324, halderman.com.

BIDDING CLOSES DECEMBER 15 - 6 p.m. -
Online Only - Jim Baker, owner. AIRPLACO
Pumpmaster MJ-16 concrete slab jacking pump
system including pump, mixer and tandem
trailer, concrete hole drill, Campbell Hausfeld
stationary air compressor, smoker grill, hand-
made rustic furniture, beautiful antique furniture,
Husqvarna garden tractor, 2 table saws, hand
tools, power tools, building supplies, TV, modem
furniture and much more! Preview Dec. 4, 5-6
p.m. & Dec. 7, 9-10 a.m., 5388 SW. State Road
116-1, Bluffton, IN. Pick up Dec. 17, 12-6 p.m.
Full list at Towncountryauctions.com., click Fli-
ers. Town and Country Auctioneers/Realtors,
260-223-7352, Shaw Real Estate & Auction,
Inc., 260-824-2116.

DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only)
- Thomas B. & Mary Lou Woodward, seller.
One of a kind picturesque real estate offer-
ing. Outstanding 4,014 SF on 8.45 acres, 4
bedroom, 3 bath home with a 2 car detached
garage. Scenic backyard with multiple utility
sheds and gazebo, Wells County. Open houses
Dec. 1 and 8 from 2-5 p.m., and Dec. 12 from
3-6 p.m., 301 N. Highland Ave., Ossian, IN. Pat
Carter, sale manager, 260-273-8294, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-426-
0633.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. . Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

&2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508
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BEER=BOURBON

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

« Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

1“\}7

AT NAELA
As your guide through pa
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

\Home Remodel and Repair
~Q

"/R‘é'pair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

N Attorney
Ossian, IN 46777

Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW

« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

JC

FRI.& SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. 824-0455

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey
Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican E
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

« Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

Seamless
Sure-Flo®ine:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

| 260-888-5062 |

www.seamlessgutter.net

A-1 U-Stor
D Safe & Secure
o Seolf Storage
— 824-1846

+Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com

After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL
SCHEDULE TODAY!

COUNTRY
PLACE apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

+ 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

« Equipped Kitchen

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

We Carry Prevagen and CBD OQil!
@ 260 5 For as $
B Warren Pharmacy 622-6429 little as .. 1 PER ISSUE
(260)375-2135 << Virtual Tours Offered YOURBUSINESSIN _ cal
Nature’s Sunshine Distributor| | ey THE NEWS-BANNER 823022,
222N, Wayne St, Warren  1-800-895-7035 . [ tov dtine’s
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist ¢ Melinda Daniels, RN = d‘;\, Gsslondpanimentzicom ¢ Tes 02




