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36 years of bringing
smiles to students

Haigh is Southern Wells” Educator of the Year

By JONATHAN SNYDER

In front of the entire Southern Wells Ele-
mentary student body, second grade teacher
Peggy Haigh was announced as the South-
ern Wells Educator of the Year.

Elementary kids were called to an assem-
bly in the gym, where Haigh was honored
with a certificate, balloons and other gifts
for her dedication. During her speech, Haigh
stated that she felt honored not only to
receive the award, but for the opportunity to
teach at Southern Wells. She thanked both
the school and her students for their dedica-
tion throughout her over 36-year teaching
career.

“A lot of team effort comes into this,”
Haigh said in a separate interview. “It’s not
just me, I had a lot of good support with the
administration and other teachers, parents
and the kids. It’s truly an honor to teach here
— it’s a great (school) system.”

Haigh said that the students have been

her inspiration throughout her career. See-
ing their growth academically and socially
drives her to continue and finding those
moments where her students fully under-
stand a concept is a point of motivation for
her.

Haigh’s uniqueness comes from an effort
to be understanding with her students. For-
mer and current students mentioned that she
will give second chances to students if they
prove to be hard workers. Additionally, she
will incorporate different games for reading
and math to keep students engaged. Haigh is
also ready to help a student whenever they
have trouble.

“She would put us with the best possible
people to help us learn,” current sixth grade
student Olivia Hoffacker said. “She always
had a positive attitude. If I were to choose
my favorite teacher, Mrs. Haigh would be
my first.”

(Continued on Page 2)

Andrew Cook, the Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan School District’s Educator of the Year, walks
with his parents through hallways of applauding students after the honor was announced.
(Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Most localities still holding
onto opioid settlement funds

By WHITNEY
DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Most local governments
haven’t started spending
their opioid settlement dol-
lars, according to a state
report presented on Thurs-
day.

Four towns failed to
meet deadlines for report-
ing spending, leaving 644
localities in the analysis. Of
those, 80% haven’t spent
any of their restricted funds,
while 82% haven’t dipped
into their unrestricted
accounts.

“As these record amounts
of funds continue to flow
into Indiana, the role of
locals is vital,” said Shelby
Thomas, the deputy director
for drug prevention, treat-
ment and enforcement under
Gov. Eric Holcomb.

“With that in mind,
we’ve developed guidance
for communities to consider
as they look to submit their
restricted funds,” Thomas
continued. “Also included
in this document is a list of
tangible items that are not
included as an allowable
expense, as well as resourc-
es for those communities.”

The Family and Social
Services Administration, the
agency tasked with tracking
such spending, presented
the findings before the Indi-
ana Commission to Combat
Substance Use Disorder.

Over 18 years, the state
as a whole is on track to
receive more than $980
million as part of a national
settlement with opioid dis-
tributors, manufacturers and
marketers — with funds
designated to combat sub-
stance and opioid use disor-
ders.

Total funds will be split
50-50 between the state
and local units of govern-
ment. Overall, 30% of the
money — or 15% for each
level of government — will
be directed to “unrestricted”
funds; the state and locals
can spend it however they
see fit.

The state, on the other

hand, is moving more
quickly.
As of Oct. 1, FSSA

reported that it had commit-
ted to spending more than
$40 million in “restricted”
funds. Such spending is
directed toward programs
such as building recovery

residences, street outreach
or hiring peer support spe-
cialists.

“An overwhelming
majority of funds, nearly
$35.5 million ... have gone
toward treatment and recov-
ery,” Thomas said.

In August, the State Bud-
get Committee approved the
next round of spending for
$46 million.

What are these funds for?

Earlier this year, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention had good news:
overdose deaths around the
country had fallen by 3% —
the first drop since 2018.

In Indiana, the drop was
even bigger, falling by 18%.
Still, over 2,000 Hoosiers
died by overdose in 2023
and thousands of others are
battling addiction.

Funds from the National
Opioid Settlement started
flowing to Indiana commu-
nities in December 2022. In
contrast to the 1998 Tobac-
co Master Settlement, funds
will go to localities in order
to target areas with high
numbers of overdose deaths
and opioid proliferation.

But the smallest towns

(Continued on Page 2)

Family members Louisa, left, and Ezrin Haigh congratulate Peggy Haigh (right). (Photo by Jona-
than Snyder)

‘He changed my life’

Andrew Cook is BHMSD'’s Educator of the Year

By HOLLY GASKILL

Well deserved.

The simple phrase was used numerous
times among colleagues, students, friends
and family Friday morning as Andrew Cook
was announced as Bluffton-Harrison Met-
ropolitan School District’s Educator of the
Year.

Cook is in his 10th year of teaching math
and science at Bluffton High School, where
he’s been involved with the school’s social
committee, serves as a building-level teach-
er technology specialist and coaches the
Cyber Tigers eSports team.

“Mr. Cook is very deserving of this
award,” said Superintendent Brad Yates.
“We have many, many teachers that would

fit into the same category of being so
deserving, but one thing that really steps out
for Mr. Cook is his ability to make every
moment just truly matter for our students. It
is not a one swing for the fence, it’s a grad-
ual progression that he works with our stu-
dents to make sure they can be successful in
the long term.”

Cook has made an indelible impact on
his students’ lives — two of which spoke
about their appreciation for Cook on Friday.

Because of Cook’s mentorship, seniors
Lucas Yates and Logan Zoll both plan to
study cybersecurity. Both have also already
received certifications in the field, as a result
of Cook’s work in introducing dual-credit

(Continued on Page 2)

By KATE BRUMBACK
Associated Press

ATHENS, Ga. (AP) — A Venezuelan
man “went hunting for females on the
University of Georgia’s campus” earlier
this year and ended up killing nursing
student Laken Riley after a struggle, a
prosecutor said Friday. A defense attor-
ney said the evidence is circumstantial
and doesn’t prove his client is guilty.

Jose Ibarra, who entered the U.S.
illegally two years ago, is charged with
murder and other crimes in Riley’s
February killing, which helped fan the
immigration debate during this year’s
presidential campaign. Ibarra waived his
right to a jury trial, meaning his case is
being will be heard and decided by Ath-
ens-Clarke County Superior Court Judge
H. Patrick Haggard.

Prosecutor Sheila Ross told the judge
that Ibarra encountered Riley, a 22-year-
old student at Augusta University Col-
lege of Nursing, while she was out run-
ning on Feb. 22.

“When Laken Riley refused to be his
rape victim, he bashed her skull in with
a rock repeatedly,” Ross said, adding
that the evidence will show that Riley
“fought for her life, for her dignity.”

As a result of that fight, Ibarra’s DNA

Trial begins for the man
accused of Killing Georgia
nursing student Laken Riley

was left under her fingernails, Ross said.
Riley called 911 and, in a struggle over
her phone, Ibarra’s thumbprint was left
on the screen, she said.

The forensic evidence is sufficient to
prove Ibarra’s guilt, but digital and video
evidence will also show that Ibarra killed
Riley, the prosecutor said.

Defense attorney Dustin Kirby called
the evidence in the case graphic and dis-
turbing, but he said none of it proves that
his client killed Riley.

“The evidence in this case is very
good that Laken Riley was murdered,”
he said. “The evidence that Jose Ibarra
killed Laken Riley is circumstantial. The
evidence that anyone had any intent or
certainly committed any sexual assault is
speculation.”

The killing added fuel to the national
debate over immigration when federal
authorities said Ibarra illegally entered
the U.S. in 2022 and was allowed to stay
to pursue his immigration case.

Republicans, including President-
elect Donald Trump, blamed Democratic
President Joe Biden’s border policies
for her death. As he spoke about border
security during his State of the Union
address weeks after the killing, Biden

(Continued on Page 2)
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“She helps us learn,” sec-
ond grader Reagan Slusher
said. “If you get hurt she
helps you and she will get
you a Band-Aid.”

“She gives us a decent
(amount of) time for read-
ing and she has fun books,”
elementary student Brynlee
Caldwell said. “I love that
she’s so nice and all the time
she just smiles. Her jokes
are pretty funny.”

This positivity also
extends to the staff at
Southern Wells Elemen-
tary. Teachers and other
staff members said that they
can come to her when they
are feeling low, and that
her personality picks them
up and puts smiles on their
faces.

“She is very positive,”
literacy coach Kim Huffman
said. “You could be having
the worst day ever and go
into her room at the end of
the day and just fall down on
a chair and she would perk
you up. She would encour-
age you and be willing to
listen to your beefs and
make you feel better about
any situation.”

First grade teacher Caleb
Sleppy also noted Haigh’s
dedication as a reason for
the award. Sleppy men-
tioned that Haigh is con-
stantly getting involved in
after school activities and
willing to help both students
and teachers after hours with
a smile on her face.

“I had (Mrs. Haigh)
when I was in school,”
Sleppy said. “She’s a great
teacher that has taught me
many things and I look to
her for advice. She’s a hard
worker, she has put in a lot
of time. She cares about
everybody, she cares about
the kids, she cares about her
coworkers — so she is more
than deserving. I am thank-
ful for everything she has
done.”

Haigh’s positivity, fair-
ness and penchant for incor-
porating games into her
teaching style have put her
in great standing with teach-
ers, students and administra-
tion. Superintendent Trent
Lehman described her as an
amazing professional, and
will remain positive about
herself throughout any cir-
cumstance.

Haigh stands with balloons in the gym. (Photo by Jonathan

Snyder)

“When I’ve come into
her classroom she is always
prepared,” Lehman said.
“The students are engaged,
she’s smiling, she’s kind.
She is just positive about
herself as a teacher, about
education in general and
about her kids. It’s amaz-

ing that she maintains that
positive attitude in a world
where it’s sometimes easy
to be negative. She’s always
smiling, engaging and lov-
ing to her students and
always a professional with
her coworkers.”
jonathan@news-banner.com

Bluffton-Harrison Educator of the Year

(Continued from Page 1)
opportunities. Both said that
Cook has had a deep impact
on their lives.

“He changed my life
... Mr. Cook, out of every
teacher here at Bluffton
High School, or even the
entire district, has an aura of
passion, dedication, enjoy-
ment, introspection — real-
ly, everything,” Yates said.
“While I see (the same spir-
it) in other teachers, he just
has it in so many spades that
it’s unprecedented. I haven’t
seen a man dedicated to just
helping — even when he’s
not directly helping, he’s
helping.”

“Everywhere I go, he’s
always smiling, he’s always
laughing, he’s always
encouraging people,” Zoll
said. “From people I've talk-
ed to before, he just made an
impact on their life, on his
previous students, and it just
changes everything.”

Even an empty classroom
shows the marks of a well-
loved, dedicated teacher. A
nearly life-size cardboard
cutout of Cook stands in
the corner, made by a group
of students who wanted to
show their appreciation sev-
eral years ago. Cook’s desk
is covered with sticky note
messages and pictures, pre-
served for years by tape.
Multiple read “the best math

Opioid settlement funds

(Continued from Page 1)

received paltry amounts, too little
to even purchase a box of Narcan,

prompting the state to pivot.

Last summer, the state made a change
to its funding formula for communities
receiving minute sums. Prior to July 1,
anything less than $1,000 would instead
be directed to county coffers. Sums less
than $5,000 after June 30, 2023 would

also go to counties instead.

Smaller units of government may
opt to pool their funds with the county

anyway, Thomas said.

“We have actually had a number of
communities reach out who, even if

teacher,” while another is
just simply “thank you man.”

“Mr. Cook is what I
would call the epitome of
what every teacher and edu-
cator should strive to be,”
said BHS Principal Steve
Baker. “He puts in the time.
He has a heart for kids. He
wants to make a difference
in their lives. He has poured
his whole self into his job —
it’s not a job for him, it’s a
calling.”

Cook was simply
shocked when his parents,
colleagues and Wells Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce
representatives entered his
room with the announce-
ment on Friday.

“I just appreciate the sup-
port of the administration at
the school,” he said. “My
parents made a three-hour
drive in. All the teachers
and our students here, (I)
couldn’t do it without a vil-
lage, so credit to them.”

It was only moments
after that Cook was ushered
through hallways of hol-
lering students celebrating
the announcement. Cook
later added that knowing
someone would receive the
honor that day, he had tried
to bribe Baker that morning
to avoid it.

“I tried to pay him off at
breakfast this morning in
case this was gonna happen

they’re receiving a little over $5,000,
it’s still just not a large sum of money,”

Thomas said.

Both Thomas and Douglas Hun-
tsinger, the executive director of the
state’s Office of Drug Prevention,
Treatment and Enforcement, said that
community size or settlement amount
didn’t matter when it came to spend-
ing. They said the best indication that
communities will spend their settlement
money is if they choose to create a gov-
ernment body to oversee spending.

Only 103 localities, or 16%, report-
ed creating a local committee, accord-

ing to the report.

student in his classroom when he was surprised with the
announcement he was chosen as the district’'s Educator of the

Year. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

— Tl give you $3 in case
this is supposed to happen
that way we don’t do this,””
Cook joked. “I’'m not a big
fan of the fanfare and rec-
ognition. There are so many
other great teachers who are
deserving of the honor of
teacher of the year.”

“I think the only per-
son who doesn’t believe

that they deserve BHMSD
Educator of the Year (for
their good work) is Andrew
Cook,” said Tara Cocanow-
er, fellow teacher. “It’s an
easy decision. It’s well
deserved ... Mr. Cook goes
above and beyond in the
little ways, and I think he
exemplifies that the little
things add up to big things.”

“That cooperation is what is driving
communities,” Huntsinger said.

Online databases with Next Level

them.”
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Recovery include a handful of com-
munities with less than 2,000 residents
starting to spend funds.

Thomas added that some localities
might opt to let their funds build up
over several payments before choosing
to spend their dollars.

“That is not a bad thing, necessar-
ily,” Thomas said. “However, we know
there are a lot of communities who just
still do not know where to start and so
we want to provide that guidance to

FAST,

Southern Wells Educator of the Year

Weather

Saturday, November 16, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:09 p.m. Friday)
High: 50; Low: 48; Precipitation: 0.03 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.19

feet at 9:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast

Today: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 55. Calm wind
becoming southeast around 5 mph in the afternoon.
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 42. South

wind around 5 mph.

Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 61. Southwest
wind 5 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Sunday Night: A 30% chance of showers, mainly after 1
a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 45. Southwest wind
around 5 mph becoming calm after midnight.

Monday: A 20% chance of showers after 1 p.m. Partly

sunny, with a high near 61.

Monday Night: Showers, mainly after 1 a.m. Low
around 52. Chance of precipitation is 80%.
Tuesday: A 40% chance of showers before 1 p.m. Partly

sunny, with a high near 67.

Tuesday Night: A 20% chance of showers after 1 a.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 44.

Trial begins

(Continued from Page 1)
mentioned Riley by name.

Riley’s mother, Allyson
Phillips, and other family
members packed the court-
room Friday. Phillips put her
face in her hands and cried
frequently, especially when
photos of her daughter were
shown and during testimony
about what happened to her.

Ibarra sat at the defense
table in a plaid shirt with
his hands and feet chained.
He wore headphones to hear
a Spanish-language inter-
preter and appeared atten-
tive, sometimes looking up
when photos or video were
shown and sometimes look-
ing down at his lap.

During her opening
statement, Ross laid out a
timeline for the judge using
doorbell and surveillance
camera footage as well as
data from Riley’s phone and
watch to piece together her
final moments.

Riley left home at 9:03
a.m. and headed for wooded
trails where she often ran.
Data from her watch shows
that at 9:10 a.m., she was
running at a fast pace when
something happened that

made her “stop dead in her
tracks,” and she called 911
at 9:11 am.

A 911 dispatcher
answered but no one
responded when she repeat-
edly sought a response, and
then the call was ended by
the caller. The dispatcher
immediately called back,
but no one answered.

“Her encounter with him
was long. Her fight with
him was fierce,” Ross said,
noting that Riley’s watch
data showed her heart was
still beating until 9:28 a.m.

Ross also played security
camera video that shows a
man she said is Ibarra at
9:44 a.m. in a parking lot
at his apartment complex.
The man tossed something
in a recycling bin and then
appeared to throw some-
thing in nearby bushes. In
the recycling bin, officers
found a dark hooded jacket
with blood that turned out to
be Riley’s on it and strands
of long dark hair caught
on a button. In the bushes,
they found black disposable
kitchen gloves, one of which
had a hole in the tip of the
thumb.

Election Board certifies results

By HOLLY GASKILL

The Wells County Election Board certified the local
results of the Nov. 5 election on Friday.

The board had also approved one provisional ballot dur-
ing a separate meeting Thursday. Final results, available at
wellcounty.org/elections, include this provisional ballot and
one from a Wells County citizen overseas.

Clerk Beth Davis said the new polling machines also per-
formed “really, really well” and had minimal damage from
the election season. They were also able to accommodate
one voter who requested a Spanish ballot by switching the

machine settings.

In other updates, the board was notified of Greggory
Vanover’s resignation from the Jackson Township Advisory
Board, effective Jan. 1; Vanover was elected to the Southern
Wells school board. Additionally, Rina Stuck (R) will begin a
county recorder on Dec. 2, finishing Carolyn Bertsch’s term.

The board’s next meeting is at 3:30 p.m. on Jan. 21 in the

clerk’s office.

holly@news-banner.com
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—OBITUARIES
Richard “Rich” Dian, 62

Richard “Rich” Dian, 62,
of Mishawaka passed away
peacefully on Nov. 13, 2024,
surrounded by his loving family.

Born on Jan. 16, 1962, in
Bloomington to Dr. Donald and
Sue Dian of Fort Myers, Flori-
da, Rich graduated from Nor-
well High School in 1980 and
attended Indiana University in
Bloomington.

A true sports enthusiast, Rich
was a devoted fan of the Indiana
Hoosiers, Chicago White Sox and
Notre Dame Basketball. The Indianapolis
500 was one of his favorite annual tradi-
tions. His love of sports was just part of his
adventurous spirit. Rich enjoyed the out-
doors, whether walking along the St. Joe
River, backpacking through the Grand Can-
yon, or exploring Florida beaches. He cher-
ished the beauty and serenity of nature.

An avid reader, Rich’'s bookshelves
reflected his eclectic interests, ranging from
historical novels to Beat Generation poetry
to John Grisham thrillers. He also loved
to cook, known for his weekly Sunday
breakfasts. Rich enjoyed watching cook-
ing shows, learning about new ingredients,

Teresa Hathaway, 62

Teresa Ann Hathaway, 62,
born on Nov. 20, 1961, in Bluff-
ton, passed away peacefully on
Nov. 12, 2024 at Lutheran Hos-
pital in Ft Wayne, Indiana.

A dedicated store manager,
Teresa took great pride in her
work, always ensuring her
store was tidy and welcoming.

Teresa cherished her fam-
ily above all else, finding joy
in spending quality time with
them, especially taking her
grandson, Walker, to the parks around
the area. She was a loving mother to
her children, James (Jimi-Lu) Jamison,
Amanda Dean Jamison, Brandon Hatha-
way and Marcus (Kristen) Hathaway. Her

Sharon K. Lautzenheiser, 83

Sharon K. Lautzenheiser, 83, passed
away Friday morning, Nov. 15, 2024, at
Christian Care Retirement Community.

and exploring the best local

shops for culinary discoveries.

Rich adored his two dogs,
Murphy and Griffey, who pre-
ceded him in death. He was
often found online, dreaming
of adopting new canine com-
panions.

Rich is survived by his trea-
sured son, Samuel “Sam” Dian
of Mishawaka, and his sisters,
Julia Woodward and her hus-
band Keith of Edina, Minne-

sota, and Sarah Dian and her
husband Andrius Sperauskas of Raleigh,
North Carolina. He is also survived by his
niece, Haley Isa (Woodward) of New York
and nephew, Graham Woodward of Chi-
cago.

The family will hold a celebration of life
at a future date. Memorial contributions
may be made in Rich’s name to the St.
Joseph County Humane Society in Misha-
waka.

Palmer Funeral Homes ~ Bubb Chapel,
3910 N. Main St. in Mishawaka is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Condo-
lences may be left at www.palmerfuneral-
homes.com

legacy continues through her
grandchildren, Jilayne Jamison
and Walker Hathaway, who
brought her immense happi-
ness.

In her free time, Teresa
enjoyed watching NASCAR car
races and found solace at the
beach, her favorite place in the
world. She will be remembered
for her warm spirit, love for
her family, and dedication to
her work. She leaves behind a
community that will deeply miss her kind-
ness and vibrant presence.

A Celebration of Life will be held from
1-4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 17, at Preble Fire-
man’s Park in Decatur.

Funeral arrangements are pending with
Goodwin — Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel 3220 East SR 124 Bluffton, IN.
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Destination Recreation

Congratulations to Sadie Vines, the
ten-year-old granddaughter of Ernesto
and Amy Gonzalez, for finding Ralph
the roaming Turkey. Keep an eye on the
Bluffton Parks Department’s Facebook
page for when Ralph will be hiding in
one of the parks next.

Speaking of turkeys, Thanksgiving
will be here before you know it. Make
plans with the family now to join the
annual Wobble Before You Gobble.
This is a family-friendly morning of run-
ning, walking, and giving thanks to get
you moving before all Thanksgiving Day
festivities. Meet at the Bluffton City Gym
at 9 a.m. this Thursday, Nov. 28. Donuts
will be waiting for you at the finish line.
No pre-registration is needed. See you
there.

Mark your calendars for Theater
Thursday, Nov. 21. Join us for a special
screening of Wonka, rated PG. The movie
will be shown at 10:00 a.m. at the Wells
County Public Library. This is a free
event for adults, so grab some popcorn
and enjoy a morning of entertainment!

The Wells County Boys 5-8th grade
Basketball tryouts are Saturday, Nov. 30,
from 1-3 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 7, from
1-3 p.m. in the Bluffton City Gym. Any-
one wanting more information about the
league can contact Barry Crosby at 260-
824-4399.

The annual Elks Hoop Shoot is a free
throw program for youth ages 8-13. Boys
and girls are invited to the Bluffton City
Gym on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 3:30-6
p.m. during our regularly scheduled Open
Gym to give it their best shot.

The annual Hope Lights a Tree,
proudly sponsored by the Wells County

Foundation, is a special way to honor
loved ones and support the ongoing care

Bluffton P arks
News Notes

Rec

By Brandy
Fiechter

of the Angel of Hope
Memorial Park. For a
donation in any amount,
an ornament will be placed on the tree
located in the park. In addition to the
ornament on the tree, you will receive a
keepsake ornament to cherish. The annu-
al remembrance ceremony will be held on
Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. at Angel of Hope Park,
where you can pick up your keepsake
ornament. Donations received through
this program will directly benefit the
maintenance and upkeep of this beautiful
community park. To contribute, please
mail your check to the Wells County
Foundation at 222 W Market Street. We
hope you join us in this meaningful tradi-
tion of remembrance and support.

We are looking for local pet-friendly
businesses or organizations that would
like to have a table at the City Gym for
the Paws and Claus event on Wednes-
day, Dec. 11, from 5:30-7 p.m. Partici-
pation is free, and you can register by
emailing us at events@blufftonindiana.
gov or calling 824-6069 to reserve a table
space.

The Giant Stocking Coloring Con-
test has all been delivered to the schools.
Be sure to check out the fun winter activi-
ties on the back of the coloring page. The
contest will run from Nov. 13 through
Dec. 13. Additional pages are found at
https://tinyurl.com/38xv87p2 , or visit the
park office for a copy. Completed pages
can be mailed to the park office at 128 E
Market Street or dropped off at the Parks
Department office on the 2nd floor of
City Hall. This contest is open to youth
of any age. One lucky winner will be ran-
domly selected to win a giant stocking
full of goodies that can be picked up at

City Hall.

Have a great week!

Parkview Health set to open

new clinic in downtown Bluffton

Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

City:

Thursday, 6:03 p.m., St.
Joseph Catholic Church. Tag
issued for injured deer.

Thursday, 6:10 p.m.,
KFC. Two vehicle crash.

Thursday, 6:14 p.m.,
Cherry and Washington
streets. Report of drag rac-
ing. Unable to locate.

Friday, 6:35 a.m., Main
and Wabash streets. Two
vehicle crash.

Friday, 10:31 a.m., 300
block of West Market Street.
Report of stolen temporary
license plate.

Friday, 1:09 p.m., Chris-
tian Care Retirement Com-
munity. Unwanted party.

County:

Wednesday, 12:43 p.m.,
11569 N Marzane Rd., Mar-
kle. Vehicle tagged as aban-
doned.

Wednesday, 1:38 p.m.,
Wells County Jail. Warrant
served.

Wednesday, 1:41 p.m.,
Wells County Jail. Warrant
served.

Wednesday, 8:33 p.m.,
300 W and 1000 S, Key-
stone. Car vs. deer.

Thursday, 6:27 a.m., 1041
N 100 E. Two vehicle acci-
dent. Report to follow.

Thursday, 12:42 p.m.,
Wells County Courthouse.
One in custody.

Thursday, 2:02 p.m.,
Wells County Council on

Aging. Information taken for
a crash report.

Thursday, 9:43 p.m., C.R.
100 S and 500 E, rural Bluff-
ton. Car vs. deer.

Friday, 6:36 a.m., Main
and Wabash streets, Bluff-
ton. Two vehicle crash.
Report to follow.

Friday, 7:23 a.m., Silo
Farms. Caller reported their
Amazon package had been
dropped off at the wrong
location and the residents
were denying having it.

Friday, 9:17 a.m., Wells
County Jail. Warrant served.

Ossian:

Wednesday, 4:39 p.m.,
700 block of West Lafe-
ver Street, Ossian. Caller
reported another vehicle had
attempted to hit her. Unable
to locate.

Thursday, 6:07 p.m., Nor-
well High School. Head-on
collision. Report to follow.

ACCIDENTS

City:

Friday, 6:35 am., SR. 1
at Wabash Street. Stepha-
nie Habig, 63, Bluffton, was
driving a 2008 Honda CR-V
westbound on Wabash Street
and struck a northbound
2013 Chevrolet Silverado
driven by Heidi J. Harris, 40,
Berne. Habig thought she
had a green light but couldn’t
remember, and Habig said
she had the green light. Dam-
age exceeded $5.000.

Thursday, 6:10 p.m., S.R.
1 near Margaret’s Road.
Raymond Lantenier, 85,
Bluffton, was driving a 2015
Ford Escape out of the KFC

parking lot and did not see
an oncoming 2002 Pontiac
Aztek driven by Belinda
Foreman, 65, Bluffton.
The Aztek then veered into
another parking lot and hit
a pole. Both vehicles were
towed. Damage exceeded
$10,000.

County:

Tuesday, 4 p.m., Mar-
ion Street, Bluffton. Jerry
Reineck, 74, Bluffton, was
parking a 2025 Ford E-350
and backed into an unattend-
ed 2024 GMC Terrain. Dam-
age exceeded $1,000.

Thursday, 6:27 a.m., C.R.
100 N at 100 E, Bluffton.
Keling Yurisma Rizo Zel-
edon, 29, Fort Wayne, was
driving a 2018 Ford Escape
and rear-ended a 2003 Toy-
ota Camry driven by Pat-
rick Louis, 46, Bluffton. The
2003 Camry was report-
edly pushed into a 2024
Camry driven by Kamar
Bin Esop, 50, Fort Wayne,
but no visible damage was
noted. The escape and 2003
Camry were towed. Damage
exceeded $10,000.

Thursday, 7:56 p.m., S.R.
1 at C.R. 800 S. Jeffrey L.
Moss, 68, Petroleum, was
driving a 2012 Toyota Taco-
ma and struck a deer. Dam-
age exceeded $5.000.

Thursday, 9:50 p.m., C.R.
100 S at 500 E, Bluffton.
Cheryl Ivins, 57, Bluffton,
was driving a 2023 Toyota
Camry and struck a deer.
Damage exceeded $2,500.

WE HELPYOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

Preston Kaehr - Juli

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL

yers-ConnieVangeakos ;
.. 1

[

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1°"-DEC 15™

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15TO DEC7 CALL US

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE USTO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION
In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall - 260-824-1618

Wells County residents
will soon have a new health-
care option. On Dec. 3,
Parkview Health will open a
new clinic at 1980 N. Main
St. in Bluffton, Indiana.

The new clinic encom-
passes space for provid-
ers of Parkview Physicians
Group — Family Medicine
and PPG — OB/GYN, mak-
ing it convenient for patients
to receive multiple types of
care under one roof.

“We are so pleased to be
able to open this clinic and
expand access to Parkview’s
high-quality care for Bluffton
and surrounding-area resi-
dents,” said Deb Potempa,
market president, Parkview
Health South. “This facility
is designed to provide a wel-
coming patient experience
for those who entrust their
care to our expert providers.”

Bluffton native and expe-
rienced physician assistant
Tammy Troutt has already
been serving the Bluffton
area she knows, providing
comprehensive, quality care
to help each person maintain
their health, prevent disease
and treat illness appropri-
ately. She will relocate from
her current office at 1169 N.
Main St. to the new facility.

“I love working with

people of all ages and back-
grounds,” she said. “I am
passionate about getting to
know my patients as unique
and complex individuals,
not just as patients. My goal
is to educate them about
their health and make rec-
ommendations, so each per-
son can then make educated
decisions about their health-
care needs.”

Certified Nurse-Midwife
Alisa Felke has been serv-
ing the gynecological and
obstetric needs of women
in northeast Indiana as part
of the PPG team for nearly

five years and has 10 years’
experience as a CNM.

Felke says the women
who choose her as a health-
care provider can expect
compassionate care and a
focus on education: “I want
to spend time answering
my patients’ questions and
concerns and helping them
understand what to expect.
I provide care to women
throughout their lifetime,
from birth control, STD test-
ing, and well woman exams
to care throughout pregnan-
cy, birth and postpartum to
menopause care.”

Fresh Baked locally In our own kitchen «

Alidiay Ples from Lighted Gandons

No muss, no fuss ... let us do the baking!

fnew)! Grateful Harvest
(new)! Butterscotch Cream
(new)! French Silk (Choc.)
(new)! Choc. -Peanut Butter
(new)! Oreo

Traditional Pumpkin e 2 Crust Apple
Cherry Crumb e Sugar Cream

Lemon Meringue e Pecan Cream

Sugar Free
2Crusl Apple o Pumpkin

Gluten Free add %3/pie

AppieCream, Caramel o Bourbon-Pecan

Prices from $10.95 to $14.95

Available December 1-31
(new)! Egg Nog

(new)! Candy (ane

(new)! Andes Chocolate Mint

Orders must be placed by:
Thursday, November 21 for
Thanksgiving pickups
Wednesday, December 18 for
Christmas pickups

260.622.4023
Email: ltgrdns@aol.com or
jerry@lightedgardens.com

From our family
to you ...

The Reimschisel family at
Family Ford of Bluffton
hope that you will take a
few moments at least once
each week to spend some
time with what really
matters during these
“interesting times”

This short essay is from

Our Daily Bread”
— a free publication we
would love to share with
you. Stop in anytime.
There is no cost or
obligation.

Family Ford
of Bluffton
970 N. Main St., Bluffton

824-2300 Al
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My prognosticating
talent continues

You can thank S atul' d ay7 S Sllb

me or curse me,
depending on

your political persuasion. But I am
taking full credit — or blame — for
the outcome of the presidential elec-
tion.

Regular visitors to this Saturday
space may recall that this past Aug.
3rd, I made a formal and official
prediction that Donald Trump would
lose the election. “Trump is toast,” to
quote myself.

That conclusion was based on his losing record since
he won in 2016, his continued insistence on appealing
to his base rather than moderate his behavior in order
to appeal to the critical swing voters and his inability to
not be himself — “himself” being an abrasive, boorish,
crass and often profane jerk. To be succinct. And, by
comparison, polite.

“Meanwhile, Kamala Harris will utilize her relative
youth and the perception of a fresh approach,” I contin-
ued. “Her ‘We can’t go back’ line has a nice forward-
sounding ring to it that will appeal to those swing voters
... unless of course, they actually think about what they
might be able to go back to. Like a controlled border,
low inflation, energy independence, coercion on what
kind of car or stove to buy and a world in less turmoil.
But I’m betting they won’t.”

You may also recall that I prefaced this prediction
with a review of my stock-picking and sports-betting
prowess — more accurately, my lack thereof. My curse
worked. For better or ill, history will tell us.

But one must understand that I had to be sincere in
my prediction. Speaking from experience, a contrary
prediction solely to get my team to win or my stock
pick to work simply doesn’t work. I sincerely expected
Trump to lose up until the first returns came in from
Georgia and New York, one of which showed Trump
with a definite lead and the other displayed him losing
but by a far narrower margin than four years ago.

As mentioned before, I am a fan of George Will’s
talent in getting to the core of issues and how he words
it. We published what I think are among his all-time
best efforts last week: his final pre-election wrap-up
(“The worst presidential choice in U.S. history”) and his
post-election summary, “ Republican self-degradation”
and “Democratic self-sabotage” being a part of that
headline. If you did not read them, I recommend going
back through our e-editions to last week’s Tuesday and
Thursday opinion pages. But I digress.

My prediction’s one caveat, that Trump could only
win if he stopped being Trump, was equally wrong.
Trump continued to be Trump. Swing voters, I felt,
were already experiencing “Trump fatigue” and would,
by Nov. 5, have “Trump exhaustion.”

At one of his final rallies, he not only pointed to the
bank of reporters as “the fake news,” but said “To get
me, somebody would have to shoot through the fake
news. And I don’t mind that so much. I don’t mind
that.” Exhausting.

But despite the numerous and too-often onerous
flaws of this person, swing voters in (I think) every state
looked at the last four years of inflation, open borders,
world chaos and far-left cultural weirdness, and then
looked at the annointed — as opposed to elected —
candidate to carry that torch, and said “no, thanks.”
Frankly, that gives me new hope for our country. Which
is not be interpreted as an endorsement of the alterna-
tive. And I would maintain that a not insignificant por-
tion of those swing voters don’t either.

I don’t mind being wrong. Am I glad I was wrong?
You will hear no predictions on that bet. Some of his
proposed nominations to his cabinet are worrisome —
terrible, to be succinct. The final result, methinks, will
rest on who the Senate confirms and on how many of
Trump’s imprudent promises — tariffs, for instance,
and no taxes on tips and Social Security — will have
the same fate as the “Mexico will pay for the wall”
promise.

Meanwhile, on the local front, our usual post-election
analysis of the returns found no particular surprises,
except perhaps for the margins of victory in the two
contested school board races. Neither was close.

And Wells County has swing voters as well. While
there was no question that the Republican candidate,
no matter who that might be, would win the most local
votes, those who voted for the Democratic candidate
decreased this year versus 2020 (which had increased
from 2016) while the Republican candidate saw an
increase. Not a lot, but it is consistent with what hap-
pened across the country.

Who saw that coming? Obviously, not me. You’re
welcome. Or not.

Mark Miller

miller@news-banner.com

Today in History

By The Associated Press ~ Alaska North Slope to the
Today is Saturday, Nov. port city of Valdez.
16, the 321st day of 2024. Also on this date:

There are 45 days left in the
year.

Today in history: On
Nov. 16, 1973, President
Richard Nixon signed the
Trans-Alaska Pipeline
Authorization Act into law,
authorizing the construction
of an 800-mile (1,290-kilo-
meter) oil pipeline from the
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In 1907, Oklahoma
became the 46th state of the
union.

In 1914, the newly cre-
ated Federal Reserve Banks
opened in 12 cities.

In 1982, an agreement
was announced in the 57th
day of a strike by National
Football League players.

News-Banner Publications, Inc.
George B. Witwer, Chairman of the Board
Doug Brown, President, Publisher
Dianne Witwer, Secretary/Treasurer

Periodicals Postage Paid at Bluffton, IN 46714. Published every
day except Sundays and principal holidays at 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton IN 46714, Post Office Box 436
Holly Gaskill, Editor
Mark Miller, Opinion Page Editor

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper.

PLL HIT
HIM LOW.

|

The world's richest person is about to
receive a free public education

Being aggrieved is his pursuit of happi-
ness, so 2020°s sore loser is 2024°s sore win-
ner. Hence his announcement that his admin-
istration’s adult supervision will not come
from Mike Pompeo (West Point, four-term
congressman, CIA director, secretary of state)
or Nikki Haley (two-term governor, U.N.
ambassador). Both have been excommuni-
cated from the Church of Trump for unspeci-
fied (but easily imagined) deviationism.

Donald Trump, whose election owed
much to inflation, ran promising to increase
living costs. His favorite word is (“freedom”?
“justice”? don’t be silly) “tariff,” and the
point of tariffs is to increase prices of domestically
produced goods by depressing competition from for-
eign goods. (A truism: Protectionist nations blockade

their own ports.)

Elon Musk’s reward for services rendered to
Trump’s campaign will be leadership of a commission
to slice waste from and infuse efficiency into govern-
ment. The world’s richest man is about to get a free
public education. He will learn this truism: Life is
not one damn thing after another; it is the same damn

thing over and over.

Musk says he can cut “at least” $2 trillion from fed-
eral spending — say, one dollar in three. (Fiscal 2024

spending: $6.75 trillion.) Well.

Debt service (13.1 percent of fiscal 2024 spend-
ing) is not optional and is larger than defense (12.9
percent), which Trump wants to increase. Entitle-
ments (principally Social Security and Medicare) are
34.6 percent, and by Trumpian fiat are sacrosanct. So,
Musk’s promise is to cut about 30 percent of the total
budget from a roughly 40 percent portion of the bud-

get, politics be damned.

Musk was 10 years old in 1982 when Ronald Rea-
gan appointed entrepreneur J. Peter Grace to purge
government of waste and mismanagement. Grace, said
Reagan, aimed to make government “more responsive
to the wishes of the people.” The problem is that gov-
ernment is 0o responsive to those wishes.

Instructed by Reagan not to “leave any stone
unturned” combating “inefficiency,” Grace found that
under every stone lurks someone like the farmer who
was the father of Major Major, a character in Joseph
Heller’s 1961 novel, “Catch-22.” He was “a God-fear-
ing, freedom-loving, law-abiding rugged individualist
who held that federal aid to anyone but farmers was

creeping socialism.”

Grace’s commission produced 2,478 recommen-
dations, including this: Electricity produced by the
Hoover Dam was being sold to parts of three Western
states at Depression-era rates that were one-fourth to

E

George
Will

cans. Congress responded to Grace’s propos-
al — stop this! — by stampeding to extend
for 30 more years this way-below-market
price of a federal resource.

The Republican-controlled Senate voted
64-34, with Western senators unanimously
adamant about continuing the subsidy lest
an obnoxious principle — federal resources
should be sold at market prices — be
extended to water, grazing fees and other
natural rights. Heaven forbid.

Musk might do some good; Trump’s tar-
iffs will do nothing but harm. Both, however,
could cause Congress to rethink its decades
of delegating dangerous discretion to presidents. They
can unilaterally wreck international commerce and
domestic prosperity with vague incantations about

“national security”” and “unfair” practices.

Progressives, especially, are executive power enthu-
siasts. They are about to discover the obvious: Things
achieved by executive high-handedness — President
Joe Biden’s executive orders; bureaucratic improvisa-
tions (e.g., the electric vehicle mandate) — are written
on water. Trump’s dictates erasing Biden’s, which

erased Trump’s, will endure until the next Democratic

president erases them.
Policy instability is a price paid for Congress’s

abdications. Another Trump presidency might provoke

ernment.

most Democrats and many Republicans to revise their
excessively president-centric understandings of gov-

Democrats’ post-election grieving will intensify
when they realize this: After the 2030 Census, the
migration of voters from high-tax, slow-growth blue
states to booming red states will redistribute electoral

votes. California likely will lose four of today’s 54.

New York, which had 47 in 1940, and has 28 today,
might lose three. Illinois, which had 26 in 1972 and
has 19 today, might have 17. Texas might gain four
and Florida three.

Meanwhile, Democrats, who are experiencing free-
dom as Kris Kristofferson defined it (“Freedom’s just
another word for nothing left to lose”), should remem-
ber what today’s Goldwater remnant — the few, the
proud, the obdurate — remember. In 1964, they voted
for the Arizona senator who lost 44 states to Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson. Commentators wondered
if the GOP would ever again be competitive. With
huge assists from Johnson — Vietnam, Great Society

excesses — Republicans won four of the next five and

count the votes.

one-fourteenth of those paid by unsubsidized Ameri-

five of the next seven presidential elections.
But, then, the remnant has always insisted that
Barry Goldwater won in 1964. It just took 16 years to

georgewill@washpost.com.

Trump’s chance to change taxation

If any constitutional
amendment can be hated, it
would be the 16th Amend-
ment.

Passed by Congress in
1909 and ratified by the
states in 1913, it allowed
Congress to “levy income
taxes without apportioning
them among the states based
on population.” At first the
collection of revenue came
from the very wealthy and
in a small percentage, but
World Wars I and II put the
country in debt and Congress, using
the power given to it by the 16th
Amendment, began spreading the
burden around until we arrived at our
present moment
when half the
country and corpo-
rations are paying
taxes (when state,
local and other
taxes are included, that amounts to
more than half their income in states
like California and New York). Half
the people pay little or no federal
income tax at all.

President-elect Trump and Elon
Musk, whom Trump has asked to
reform our broken tax and spending
system that has resulted in a $36 tril-
lion debt, have a rare opportunity.
With all three branches of govern-
ment under Republican control,
Trump and Musk should simultane-
ously address the debt, including the
size and cost of government, and also
the way we collect taxes.

On that latter point, Trump and

Trump and Musk should
revisit the Forbes flat tax plan
and update it as necessary

Musk might take another
look at a proposal by
magazine publisher Steve
Forbes. He called it “the
flat tax.”

In 1996 and 2000 when
he ran for president, Forbes
published a detailed pro-
posal for reforming the
annoying, and for many
incomprehensible, federal
taxation system. At the
heart of his plan was recon-
structing Social Security

while saving it for future
generations.

In an essay for Americans for Tax
Reform, Forbes wrote that under
his plan “the current Social Security
benefits of every
American 55 and
older will be fully
protected — no
benefit cuts, no tax
increases, no more
raiding the Social Security Trust
Fund.”

At the time Democrats criticized
the plan because it allowed people
to put a small percentage of their
income into the stock market, which
they said was unreliable. Anyone
checked the record high market
lately?

Younger workers would have free-
dom of choice (a phrase Democrats
like when it comes to abortion, but
oppose if it involves schools and the
stock market). Workers could choose
a new retirement system Forbes
called Personal Retirement Accounts
(PRAS).

Cal
Thomas

Under his calculation, in 1999,
younger workers could deposit 4
percentage points of their Social
Security taxes into their own PRAs
and increased their contributions as
follows:

In 2003 — 5 percentage points.

In 2004 — 6 percentage points.

In 2005 — 7 percentage points.

In 2006 — 8 percentage points.
Forbes wrote that if his idea had
been adopted, a single working moth-

er who was 25 in 2000 and retires

in 2040 could have earned a nest

egg of $1.2 million in her PRA. She
could then purchase an annuity that
pays her $100,000 annually, nearly
twice as much as she would receive
under Social Security. A high school
graduate who was 18 in 2000, Forbes
wrote, and retires in 2040, would
have a nest egg of $2 million.

Among the reasons Democrats
have refused to reform Social Secu-
rity and Medicare, both of which are
projected to become insolvent in the
2030s without reforms, is politics. If
they solve the problem, they lose the
issue.

Trump and Musk should revisit the
Forbes flat tax plan and update it as
necessary while they have the power.
Doing so would have a lasting and
beneficial effect on every citizen.

Congress has made many mistakes
in the past and the 16th Amendment
was among the biggest. A unified
Republican government now has an
opportunity to undo the damage if
they have the nerve and can take the
heat.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com
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This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible

by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

APOSTOLIC
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,
Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)
4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School.

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM
LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
blcsossian.org
9 a.m. - Divine Service.
10:15 - Adult Bible Class,
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice
of Bethlehem on 92.7

FM.

BLUFFTON
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.
10 a.m. - Sunday
School. 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6 p.m. - Service.

BLUFFTON
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.
blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 & 6:30
p.m. - Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED
METHODIST
3467 S 600 W,
Liberty Center
boehmerumec.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:45 - Sunday School.

CALVARY
LUTHERAN, ELCA
1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto
9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

NATIONAL OIL
Delivery to Home
FARM « BUSINESS
824-2220

Thoma/Rich,
Lemler
Funeral Home

WELLS COUNTY'S
OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN
260-824-3850
www.thomarich.com

Ri-(‘ounty Qervices
o Y )
of Adams & Wells County
Supported Living « Waiver Services « Workshop
(260)824-1253

R Warren fl’ﬁamacy@

(260)375-2135 <<
1-800-895-7035
222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.
Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

NAPA WELLS CO.
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY,
INC.

643 N. Main St.
Bluffton
260-824-4460

(NAPR)

A\ £

MII'\’EA
ANDERSON

CHEVROLET
/—‘ri oy

FIND ROADS /

604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN - 622-4115

Real Estate

127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN
824-1588

A CITY ON AHILL
CHURCH
705 W.-900 N.,
Uniondale
9 a.m. - First Service.
10:45 - Second Service.

APOSTOLIC
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

CHRISTIAN
NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.
6 p.m. - Praise & wor-
ship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.
10 a.m. - Bible Study.
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1
mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:15 - Worship.
(Children’s Church for
ages 6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED
BRETHREN
8888S-1100W-90,
Warren
9 a.m. - Worship. 10
a.m. - Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH
OF CHRIST
9 a.m. - Sunday school.
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED
METHODIST
1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:40 a.m. - Sunday
School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH
OF GOD
5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
foc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11

a.m. - Discipleship.

FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
focbluffton.com
10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF OSSIAN
1001 Dehner Dr.

9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH
OF CHRIST
909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

FIRST CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL
classes. 10:15 - Worship.
6 p.m. - Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.
firstpcbluffton.org

9:30 a.m. - Children/
youth & Adult Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST REFORMED
CHURCH OF
BLUFFTON
301 W. Cherry St.

9:15 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

POS&Y DOT

126 W. Townley
Bluffton « 824-3330

Time to Take

a ‘Devotional &
=

Break

DO IT SCARED

What frightens you the
most? Following the recent
presidential election, some
would say they fear politi-
cal change. Parents often
say that they harbor fears of
dangers their children might
face. Children may identify
a fear of the dark.

The internet is
filled with “Top
10 Lists” of com-
mon life-altering
fears, including
acrophobia — the
fear of heights,
aerophobia — the
fear of flying, and
arachnophobia —
a fear of spiders,
to name just a few.
Until you experi-
ence a situation
related to common
phobias whose outcome
impacted you in some way,
all of man’s fears are based
on “what if’s” rather than
reality.

God created mankind in
His image (Genesis 1:26-
31), including the mental
capacity to love, dream, and
imagine. However, Satan
delights in and does not
hesitate to twist the beauty
and goodness of God’s holy
work to suit his own pur-
poses.

Fear can be good when it
leads to cautious behavior.
Without intuition or a sense
of unease, many choose
to make foolish decisions.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
(EVANGELICAL)
123 S. Jefferson St.,
Ossian
www.ossianfp.church
8:45 a.m. - Sunday
school. 10 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E.
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

GRACE BIBLE
6626 Village Way, Berne
gracebibleberne.com
9 a.m. - Sunday class-
es. 10 a.m. - Collective

Worship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10
a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com
8a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. -
Service at Main Campus.
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service,
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W
9:30 a.m. - Worship.
10:30 - Sunday School.

KINGDOM HALL
OF JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES
2803 N. Main St.
jw.org
10 a.m. - Worship.

LANCASTER CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9:40 - Fellowship. 10

a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

Often, despite our vigilance,
the dangerous choices of
fellow human beings can
impact us forever.

The Bible reminds us to,
“Fear not,” including Isaiah
41:10, Proverbs 29:25, and
I Timothy 1:7, which states
that God has given us a spir-
it of power, love, and self-
control. God will
always be with us.
During their time
of persecution, the
early church did
not pray to have
the circumstances
that brought fear
removed. Instead,
they prayed for
boldness to com-
bat their dread of
what could happen
(Acts 4).

God’s wisdom
is always available to His
children (James 1:5-8), and
when His Word speaks, we
can go forth confidently
despite our fear.

“Do it scared. God hasn't
Jjust called us to hard things.
He’s called us to do impos-
sible things. People can get
the credit for hard things.
Only God can get credit for
impossible things. Miracles
are often on the other side of
the things that we are scared
to do, say or ask God for.
Do it scared. Live a life only
God could get the credit
for.” ~ Noah Herrin, Way
Church, Nashville.

mpaxson99@yahoo.com

LIBERTY CENTER
BAPTIST
3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-
con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday
School. 9:55 - Fellow-
ship. 10:15 - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir prac-

tice. 9 a.m. - Coffee,
donuts, conversation.
9:30 - Worship w/infant
nursery & children’s
church. 10:45 - Sunday
School.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.
lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service
(Children’s programs
available).

LIVING FAITH
MISSIONARY
17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30

- Sunday School.

LIVING WATER
UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9
a.m. - Sunday School. 10

a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL
HILL SEVENTH
DAY ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. -
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH
OF CHRIST
455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org
9 a.m. - Adult Bible

study groups. 10:30 -
Worship. Children’s &
student programming
both hours.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218
10 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:

* E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
* Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St.,
Murray
murraymc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11

a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW HOPE
LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School
& Adult Bible study. 10

a.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org
9:15 a.m. - Bible study.
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org
9 a.m. - Worship, Wor-
ship child care nurse. 10
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 -
Adult Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
parkccbluffton.org

10 a.m. - Connection. 11
a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3625 E. 2nd St.

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30

- Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street
8:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH
COMMUNITY CHURCH
36 E. Walnut St.

9 a.m. - Worship. 10
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 -
Sunday School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central
11 a.m. - Worship & the
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St.
Suite 108, 110

riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1
sonlightwesleyan.org

9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10:30 - Worship.
Nursery & Children’s
classes available during
Sunday School & Wor-
ship.

SOUTHERN WELLS
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. -
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass.
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or
by appointment - Confes-
sions. 5 p.m. - Mass.

Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m.
- Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur
stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15

- Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV.
LUTHERAN
16933 Thiele Rd.
stmarkfw.org
8:45 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ST. MARK’S
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St.,
Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15
- Children’s Sunday

School.

THE CHURCH AT
MCNATT
9221 W 800 S-90,
Montpelier
8:30 a.m. - Coffee fel-
lowship. 9:15 - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE

115 E. Market St.
6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St.,
Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com
9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups.

10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship.
10 a.m. - Adult & Chil-

dren’s Worship.

UNIONDALE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5867 N. Main St.

9 a.m. - Worship.

UNIONTOWN
CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian
9 a.m. - Sunday School.

10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY
WORSHIP CENTER
CCCu
2771 SE Mulberry St.,
Vera Cruz

9-10 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10-10:30 - Fel-
lowship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
205 S. Adams St.,
Monroe
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15
- Discipleship for adults &

children.

ZANESVILLE
COMMUNITY
CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.

10 a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED
BRETHREN IN CHRIST
3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School.

10 a.m. - Worship.

Family Ford
of Bluffton
More Than

A Customer...
You're Family

Les Genbern

Tnsarance
AUTO « HOME - LIFE « BUSINESS
Perry Gerber
1120 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1237

MEMORIAL CHAPEL
W—
A Tradition of Ca

on - %@4 & C%@méjl.r

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
Douglas L Cale & Mxtchel P, Harnish

Owner

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton * 824-3852

OOl

126 W. Townley

Bluffton « 824-3330
Bluffton
Dental

||[ Clinic

1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
(260) 824-5940
Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
decaturdentalin.com

TRULAND

+ BLUFFTON
+ LAFAYETTE
+ FLORA

+ LOGANSPORT
+ FRANKFORT
+ SWAYZEE

+ HUNTINGTON
» WABASH

AdamsWells

INTERNET TELECOM TV
260-565-3131
A Division of Craiguville
Telephone Company, Inc.

R Warren ?ﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <

1-800-895-7035
222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.

Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical ‘Experience
Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon
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Raiders top Cougars,
wins fourth girls’
hoops game in a row

Southern Wells took a road trip to Wino-
na Lake and left with a 51-33 win.

The Raiders improved to 4-1 on the sea-
son and have won four games in a row. They
won seven games altogether in 2023-24.

Callie Ripperger led the team with 12
points, followed by Collena Reevs with 10
and Gracie Reeves with seven.

Southern Wells will be at Eastbrook at 7
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 15.

Bluffton basketball league
kicks off season at the city gym

Bluffton’s Men’s Basketball League at
the Bluffton City Gym kicked off on Mon-
day night.

There were a total of four games played.
Here are the results:

e Boleas Farms defeated Intena Doors
96-37. Grant Prible led Farms with 24
points, and Kreigh Roush 20. Darrion Hol-
loway scored 10 for Doors and both Kyler
Jones and Ogwr Haler had seven points
each.

e The Irish defeated The “B” Team
58-54. Tanner Johnson led The Irish with 15

points while Logan Steiner had 12. Dallas
Creager led The “B” Team with 22 points
and Michael Scott had 20.

* Peyton’s Northern defeated Craigville
Appliance 76-54. Vern Martin scored 28
points for Peyton’s Northern and Adrian
Scott had 15. Hayden Nern and Everett
Johnson both scored 12 points each.

* Helena Agri-Enterprises defeated The
Flint Tropics 77-67. Konner Platt led the
Agri-Enterprises with 26 points and Kevin
Moser had 24. Drew Federspiel led the
Tropics with 24 and Will Geiger had 18.

High School Calendar

SATURDAY, NOV 16

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at East
Noble, 7:30 p.m.; Norwell at Northridge, 2:30
p.m.; Southern Wells at Eastbrook, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING: (Girls only) Norwell Invitation-
al, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, NOV 18

No events scheduled.

TUESDAY, NOV 19

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at Mississ-

inewa 7:30 p.m.; Norwell at Homestead, 7:30
p.m.

SWIMMING: (Girls only) Huntington North
at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.; Adams Central at Nor-
well, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOV 20

No events scheduled.

THURSDAY, NOV 21

BOYS BASKETBALL: Randolph Southern
at Southern Wells, 6 p.m.

NBA considering a tournament
format for the All-Star Game

By TIM REYNOLDS
AP Basketball Writer

The NBA is considering going to a tour-
nament-style event for the All-Star Game,
similar to what has been used in the Rising
Stars competition in recent years, two peo-
ple with knowledge of the plan said Friday.

The people, who spoke to The Associated
Press on condition of anonymity because no
changes had been finalized, said the notion
has been discussed for several weeks and
was further talked about during a competi-
tion committee meeting on Friday.

The idea centers around the 24 All-Star
selections being split into three teams of
eight players, with the fourth team likely to
be the winner of the Rising Stars competi-
tion that will be held earlier that weekend.

The changes would take effect starting
with this season’s All-Star weekend in San
Francisco, set for Feb. 14-16.

It remains unclear how the voting pro-
cess would change. Fans, players and media
have been part of a weighted system to
choose starters, while coaches have selected
reserves. Under the proposed format, there
would not be any reserves — so it’s likely
all four voting entities would play a role in
selecting the 24-player group.

Also unclear: how choosing coaches
would work. Typically, the coaching staffs
from the teams leading the Eastern and
Western Conferences are invited to coach
the All-Star Game — but now, with three or
four teams involved, more coaches could be
needed.

ESPN first reported the idea of the
changes Friday.

Commissioner Adam Silver said earlier
this month that the league wants to change
the format of the All-Star Game, with hopes
that it can become more competitive. The
East beat the West 211-186 last season,
combining for the most points in the game’s
73-year history and marking the first time a
team eclipsed 200 points.

“We’re looking at other formats,” Silver
said on Nov. 2, without specifying what
may change. “I think there’s no doubt that

the players were disappointed as well in last
year’s All-Star Game. We all want to do a
better job providing competition and enter-
tainment for our fans.”

The league has tinkered with the All-
Star formula several times in recent years.
Among the attempts were scrapping the
longstanding East-vs.-West format for a
draft picked by team captains and going to
an untimed fourth quarter with a target score
to ensure that the game must end on a made
shot.

Last year’s game went back to the tradi-
tional format — four full 12-minute quar-
ters, East vs. West. And it was nothing but
an offensive showcase, with the teams com-
bining for 168 3-point attempts.

So, this year, the NBA is on the brink
of trying something new — at least for the
All-Stars. The rookie-sophomore game
was scrapped a few years ago for the Ris-
ing Stars tournament, where the top first-
and second-year players are split into four
teams. Two teams play, then the other two
teams play, and the winners meet to decide
the Rising Stars champion. It’s shorter
bursts of basketball, and that may appeal to
the All-Star players more than the 48-min-
ute game.

Silver enlisted Golden State star Ste-
phen Curry, among other players, to help
figure out a way to make the All-Star Game
more competitive this season. Members of
the National Basketball Players Associa-
tion leadership group have been involved in
the talks surrounding the current All-Star
changes, the people said.

There were elements added to last year’s
All-Star weekend that worked, such as the
Curry vs. Sabrina Ionescu 3-point contest
that the league wants to bring back this sea-
son — likely with Caitlin Clark and perhaps
Klay Thompson involved to make it a 2-on-
2 format.

“When you look at the interest in terms
of viewership last year, one of the highlights
was that Sabrina-Steph shootout,” Silver
said earlier this month. “So, we do want to
do more of that.”

Pistons beat Raptors to remain
undefeated in NBA Cup play

By IAN HARRISON
Associated Press

TORONTO (AP) — Malik Beasley
scored seven of his 20 points in the fourth
quarter, Cade Cunningham had 15 points
and 10 assists and the Detroit Pistons beat
the struggling Toronto Raptors 99-95 on Fri-
day night.

Tobias Harris had 11 points and 11
rebounds, Jaden Ivey scored 14 points and
Jalen Duren added 12 for the Pistons. Rook-
ie Ron Holland had 10 points and eight

rebounds for Detroit but missed all six of his
3-point attempts.

Detroit won despite shooting 8 for 38
from 3-point range. The Raptors weren’t
much better and shot 8 for 31 from distance.

Jakob Poeltl had a season-high 25
points and matched his career-high with 19
rebounds, but the Raptors lost their sixth
straight.

RJ Barrett scored 22 points and Gradey
Dick, who shot 1 for 10 from 3, added 16
for Toronto, which has lost 10 of 11.

Whitley County, IN - Southwest of South Whitley

. Country Home &
~Outbuildings

SPORTS

Kaufman-Renn scores 26
points to lead No. 13 Purdue
past No. 2 Alabama

By MICHAEL
MAROT

AP Sports Writer
WEST LAFAY-
ETTE, Ind. (AP) —
Trey Kaufman-Renn
scored a career-high
26 points and grabbed
eight rebounds, and
freshman C.J. Cox

cially in November.
But the Crimson Tide
learned lessons that
will help them in the
long run.

Purdue: The Boil-
ermakers might have
turned the corner.
After three straight

scored nine of his 11

points during a game-turning 13-0 run mid-
way through the second half to help No. 13
Purdue get past No. 2 Alabama 87-78 on
Friday night.

The Boilermakers (4-0) have won 21
consecutive home games and 25 straight in
November. They have not lost a regular-sea-
son nonconference game since December
2020.

Braden Smith had 17 points and 10
assists as he moved into third place on Pur-
due’s career assists list with 483. Fletcher
Loyer also scored 17.

Alabama (3-1) was led by freshman
Labaron Philon, who had a season-high 18
points off the bench before fouling out with
2:02 to play. Grant Nelson added 12 points
and 11 rebounds, and Mark Sears scored 15
in a matchup between two of last season’s
Final Four teams.

Takeaways

Alabama: Coach Nate Oats rolled the
dice playing such an early road game against
a team so traditionally strong at home, espe-

rocky performances,
coach Matt Painter’s
squad delivered its best game yet. If Purdue
continues playing this way, it could be the
Big Ten contender everyone expects.
Key moment

After Alabama took its largest lead at
65-59, Kaufman-Renn answered with a bas-
ket and Cox made three straight 3-pointers
to fuel a 13-0 run that gave the Boilermak-
ers a 72-65 advantage with 8:17 to play.
They never trailed again.

Key stats

Purdue committed just three turnovers
and beat the highest-ranked nonconfer-
ence opponent in Mackey Arena history.
The only other time it played a non-Big
Ten team ranked in the top two came in the
arena’s first game — a 73-71 loss to No. 1
UCLA in December 1967.

Up next

Alabama faces another Big Ten foe, Illi-
nois, on Wednesday in Birmingham, Ala-
bama.

Purdue visits No. 15 Marquette on Tues-
day.

Adebayo scores 30 points, leads
Heat to breeze past the Pacers

By PHILLIP B.
WILSON
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS
(AP) — Bam Adebayo
scored 30 points and
had 11 rebounds and
the Miami Heat beat
the Indiana Pacers 124-
111 on Friday night in
NBA Cup play.

Adebayo scored

an embarrassing over-
time loss on Tuesday in
which coach Erik Spoel-
stra called for a timeout
that Miami didn’t have,
resulting in a technical
foul that gave the Pis-
tons the winning free
throw.

Pacers: Spotty
defense has been a con-
tinual issue as lapses

17 points in the final

quarter as the Heat

pulled away to even their NBA Cup
record at 1-1. Tyler Herro scored 20
points, Kevin Love 15 and Haywood
Highsmith 14 in the first of two straight
games between the teams. They meet
again Sunday in Indianapolis.

Obi Toppin led the Pacers with 21
points off the bench. Tyrese Haliburton
had 18 points and eight assists. The game
was Indiana’s NBA Cup opener after
reaching the final last year.

Takeaways

Heat: Needed a bounce back after

allowed open 3-point
looks and uncontested
baskets at the rim. The Pacers can score
with any team, but at the moment, it
remains to be seen if they can lock oppo-
nents down.
Key moment

Love scored the Heat’s first 13 points
of the second half as the visitors built a
13-point lead that reached as high as 22
in the third quarter. The 16th-year veteran
had scored just nine points in his other
two games this season.

Up next
The Heat visit the Pacers on Sunday.

LISA’

A Family Fashion CLOSEOUT Company

Bring this ad and Double your savings
at 1220 S. Main Street, Bluffton

And 5% off w/ALL cash Purchases

Monday thru Friday 10am-6pm
And Saturday 11am-4pm
(260) 508-6631

UConn’s Auriemma ties NCAA
Division I record with 1,216th win

By AARON BEARD
AP Basketball Writer

GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) — UConn’s
Geno Auriemma sounded more interested
in getting his team ready to contend for a
national championship than adding anoth-
er coaching milestone to a Hall of Fame
career.

Even on the night he tied the NCAA
Division I record for coaching victories in
men’s or women’s basketball.

The 70-year-old Auriemma earned his
1,216th win Friday night as his No. 2 Hus-
kies beat No. 14 North Carolina 69-58.
That matched Tara VanDerveer, who
retired in April after 38 seasons at Stan-
ford.

“I’m more of how do I put (the play-
ers) in position so they can feel like I feel,
like I’ve been very fortunate to get a lot
of things come my way,” Auriemma said.
“And they came hoping to get some of
those things. So I just keep the focus on that
all the time. And whatever happens on my
end happens.”

His record with the Huskies is 1,216-
162, good for an 88.2% win percentage
to go with 11 national championships —
most recently in 2016. He can break the
record Wednesday against Fairleigh Dick-
inson.

“It’s the reason you came to UConn,
to play under him,” said preseason All-
American Paige Bueckers, who scored 29

points. “So it’s been a dream come true,
and we’re super proud of him. I know he
doesn’t talk about himself too much, just
a little bit.

“To be a part of this, it’s amazing, and
it speaks to the longevity of what he’s built
here at UConn — the history, the players,
the success, the national championships. So
it means everything to play for UConn and
play for him.”

Tar Heels coach Courtney Banghart was
quick to praise Auriemma, too. She told
reporters Thursday about meeting with
Auriemma as a graduate assistant coach at
Dartmouth as part of her thesis on coaching
leadership, a meeting that left an impres-
sion on Banghart as she mulled becoming a
coach after her playing career.

Among the now-46-year-old Banghart’s
takeaways: Auriemma’s authenticity is “a
superpower.”

“He deserves his flowers,” she said, add-
ing: “He lifts others up. He has brought peo-
ple with him. So you’re talking to a Geno
fan.”

Mike Krzyzewski, who retired in 2022,
holds the men’s record with 1,202 victories
at Army and Duke. Auriemma, VanDerveer
and Krzyzewski are the only Division I
coaches to reach the 1,200-win plateau,
and Auriemma is the only one to spend his
entire career at one school. VanDerveer
coached at Idaho and Ohio State before
Stanford.

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, Nov. 17 ¢ 2-4 p.m.

| 513 S. Marion St.
Bluffton, IN 46714

220,000

4 Bedrooms - 2 Full Baths « Sq. Feet: 2,324
Full listing at https://rb.gy/0zoqdp

Talkto,

Tucker

Becca Williams Realtor/Broker
Cell: 260-402-7433 « Text or call for free information.
www.talktotucker.com/becca.williams
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Carolina 20, N.Y. Giants 17, OT, 75

Munich, DEU

Buffalo 30, Indianapolis 20

Kansas City 16, Denver 14

Minnesota 12, Jacksonville 7

New England 19, Chicago 3

New Orleans 20, Atlanta 17

Pittsburgh 28, Washington 27

Winnipeg at Florida, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Detroit at Los Angeles, 8 p.m.
Chicago at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
St. Louis at Carolina, 5 p.m.
Washington at Vegas, 8 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Seattle, 9 p.m.
Nashville at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Monday’s Games

Thursday’s Games

Utah 115, Dallas 113
Friday’s Games

Miami 124, Indiana 111
Detroit 99, Toronto 95
Orlando 98, Philadelphia 86
Cleveland 144, Chicago 126
Atlanta 129, Washington 117
L.A. Lakers 120, San Antonio 115
New Orleans 101, Denver 94

:

High Point 68, UAB 65

Memphis 94, Ohio 70

North Carolina 107, American 55

Old Dominion 73, Md.-Eastern
Shore 71

Penn St. 86, Virginia Tech 64

South Florida 74, West Georgia
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Philadelphia 34, Dallas 6

Nimari Burnett scores 16 and Danny Wolf secures
a double-double to lead Michigan past TCU

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) —
Nimari Burnett scored 16 points,
Danny Wolf had 14 points, 14
rebounds and four assists, and
Michigan beat TCU 76-64 on Friday
night.

Wolf gave Michigan a 53-43 lead
with 12 minutes left but the Wolver-
ines only made two field goals over
the next six minutes to have their lead
trimmed to 63-60 with 6:16 remain-

Charleston Southern 76 Memphis at Golden State, late Anaheim at Dallas, 8 p.m.
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than made shots (12). Donaldson made
a half-court shot at the end of the first
half but it came just after the buzzer
and didn’t count. The Wolverines fin-
ished with 21 turnovers.

The only other meeting in the
series came in 1962, won by Michigan
82-60.

make it 72-64. Michigan secured two
offensive rebounds on its next pos-
session, ending in Vladislav Goldin’s
layup for a 10-point lead.

Auburn transfer Tre Donaldson also
scored 14 points for Michigan (2-1).
Sam Walters added 10 points.

White scored 16 points and Bren-
dan Wenzel added 15 for TCU (3-1).
Frankie Collins, who played for the
Wolverines during his freshman year

3

UP NEXT
Michigan continues a three-game
homestand against Miami (Ohio) on

%

ing. (2021-22), returned to Ann Arbor and Monday. The Wolverines also play  lams !I m [ J"' u'-'-'-
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® 5 Rental Units w/ 4 office suites, 1 Currently Leased

VISIT STEFFENGRP.COM FOR COMPLETE INFO PACKET

SELLER: THOMPSON - SALE MANAGER: NICK HUFFMAN (260.827.8255)

® 600 sq. ft. heated garage w/ 16' x 12' overhead door.

® |ndependently Controlled Heating and Cooling for Units
INSPECTION: FEEL FREE TO WALK THE PROPERTY AT ANY TIME

CONTACT AUCTION MANAGER NICK HUFFMAN FOR MORE INFORMATION

=] 260.824.3006
£ STEFFEN GROUP
REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS  1EE L CICRE O

AU12100049 - AC30500053

® Expansion Potential w/additional land available for future

Dusty Roach, Bankruptcy Trustee - Sellers | Kurt Ness, Auction Mgr. 260.417.1545

#AC39600001 www.NessBros.com 260.459.3911
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Spotting the red flags in
an online relationship

Dear Annie: I met this guy who seems
to be my soulmate. He lives in America,
and I’'m in South Africa. However, he
refuses to meet me and says it’s because he
is a celebrity.

He is manipulative and constantly
makes me cry. He wants me to send him
money before we meet, but because I can’t
— I just don’t have the funds he’s asked
for — he has not spoken to me for nearly
three weeks now. He sulks and, in general,
behaves like a child.

I love this man, but I don’t like this
behavior. We are both adults and should act
as such. He said before we stopped talking
that I needed to send him $8,000, which he
knows very well is unrealistic. 'm at my
wits’ end. Can you please advise? — Used
and Upset

Dear Used and Upset: As much as you
think you “love” this man, you know bet-
ter than anyone that this relationship is a
scam. If he truly cared for you, he wouldn'’t
be making you cry or giving you the silent
treatment, not to mention asking you for
thousands of dollars. I see nothing here but
red flags, and I'm confident you do, too.
Call it quits immediately.

Dear Annie: I’'m in a terrible conflict
with my closest friend “Claudia” and can’t
figure out the way forward. We’re both
in our early 30s and have been friends
for seven years, having met through her
now-husband and my ex-husband, who
are childhood friends. Claudia supported
me through a traumatic divorce two years
ago, and we became like family. But since
then, I’ve struggled with depression, mov-
ing back in with my parents in another state
and losing my job, while she got engaged,
landed a high-powered job and recently
married.

The conflict began when she announced
her wedding date. I immediately asked if
my ex and his new wife would be invited,
which upset her as she felt I should have
congratulated her first. We argued over
this and other prior moments where I felt
she had been unfairly aggressive (she’s a
straight-shooting CEO; I prefer a gentler

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

party but was emo-
tionally drained
and dreading ques-
tions from women
who knew about
my divorce, and |
didn’t hide my lack
of excitement. This
caused her to act
coldly toward me.
She later told me
she needed me to be in a better mental state
for her wedding, and I brought up how hurt
I was by her dismissiveness at the bachelor-
ette. She exploded, saying our friendship
had been all about me for three years, that
she needed space, and that she was recon-
sidering our relationship.

Her wedding took place last month (I'm
happy I wasn’t there to cross paths with
folks I dreaded), and I recently discovered
she friended my ex’s new wife on Insta-
gram, which has left me furious. Annie,
who is in the wrong here? What am I miss-
ing? Should I be upset by her connection
with that woman? I still love her, but I’'m
worried the friendship has run its course.
I'm so lost. Please advise. — Lost, Loving
Friend

Dear Loving Friend: It isn’t about who's
“right” or “wrong.” You and Claudia
are in different seasons of life right now,
so it makes sense that you both might feel
unsupported and are struggling to relate to
one another.

It’s normal for friendships to ebb and
flow. What you need to consider is whether
you really want things to flow between you
two once more. Do you think things are
worth salvaging with Claudia? With this
recent space and more honest, direct com-
munication, does it feel possible to move
past these bumps in the road? Repairing
this relationship will require grace and for-
giveness from you both.

And as far as Claudia’s relationship
with your ex’s new wife, try to understand
how she’s obligated to treat her husband’s
best friend’s new partner.

Send your questions for Annie Lane to

BEETLE BAILEY
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Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham {

Question: Will there be
denominations in Heaven? —
N.D.

Answer: The church — the
body of Christ — is far greater
than any building or denomi-
nation. It is the vast fellow-
ship of men and women
throughout the ages who
belong to Christ. Paul wrote
of “God’s household ... the

The bod

building or

center of all worship and
praise.

People organized denom-
inations; Jesus instituted the
church and called it “My
church” (Matthew 16:18,
NKIJV), made up of those
who belong to Christ. He is
the Cornerstone (see 1 Peter
2:6) and the “head of the
church” (Ephesians 5:23,
NKIJV). He calls it a spiritual
house, a house of prayer, and

is greater than any

y of Christ

denomination

are registered in heaven, to
God ... . See that you do
not refuse Him” (Hebrews
12:22-23,25).

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit
to indwell it. Christ’s follow-
ers were first called Chris-
tians in Acts 11:26, and the
church was known as “The
Way” (see Acts 9:2). No bet-
ter name describes how to
be part of it: “T am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one

-l

Dist. by King Features
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church of the living God” (I Hjg body (see 1 Corinthians ~ comes to the Father except ACROSS 43 Ruby of 3 qulac 23 Atmo :
Timothy 3:15,NIV). — 12:27). Its commission is to  through Me” (John 14:6, 1 Creates Holly- feline spheric

Heavenly worship will = “go into all the world and  NKJV). origami wood 4 Sprint layer
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SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,
INC. Huge Repo Sale Novem-
ber 21, 2024. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

EMPLOYMENT

NOW El1ZnYE;

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

Read & recycle
this newspaper

SERVICES

MARV'S  CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

THE BATHROOM OF your
dreams in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1,000 off
or No Payments and No Inter-
est for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCl Bath &
Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior
& Military Discounts Available.
Call Today! 1-855-699-1308 (l)

NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money
saving offer — zero down, zero
payments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is
valid for select models. Labor
not included. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (I)

Mark your
Calendar for
this event

HOLIDAY CRAFT & vendor
show Nov. 23, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
National Guard Armory, 500 E.
Spring St., Bluffton. Food, ven-
dor donated raffle items, free
admission. 30+ direct sales
vendors and hand made craft
items. All money from raffles
will be donated to Honor Flight
of Northeast Indiana.

HAVING AN
event? A20 word, line classified

UPCOMING

ad in the Bluffton News-
Banner for six days is
$24.50. Contact the office at
260-824-0224, 125 N. Johnson
St., or www.news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

Services

DON’T LET THE stairs limit
your mobility! Discover the
ideal solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants
to regain access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-855-967-4960 (1)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-4260 (1)

Public Sale

Calendar

BIDDING ENDS NOVEMBER
- (Online only firearm) -
McNamara, owners. Rifles,
shotguns, handguns, ammuni-
tion, archery. Auction preview
& online bidding assistance
Nov. 16, 9 a.m.-11 a.m., 215
E. Market St., Bluffton, IN. Sale
manager Isaac Stoller, 260-
413-3515. Please review all
registration information before
bidding. The Steffen Group,
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
SOFT CLOSE STARTS
NOVEMBER 17 - 6 p.m. -
Herman Family farm & Elite
Tooling, owner. Online real
estate auction. 47+/- acres,
log home, machine shop, dog
kennel, 2 ponds, CNC lathes,
mill, machinist tools, Ferris
mower, mowers, skid loader,
1960 Harley Davidson topper.
Green Auction, 260-589-8474,
SoldonGreen.com.
NOVEMBER 17-NOVEMBER
- (Online Only) - Various
consignors and antique deal-
ers, seller. Christmas decor
blow ups, vintage Christmas
decor, vintage toys, antiques,
primitives, vintage collectibles,
costume jewelry, tools, modern
and antique furniture, hard-
ware, appliances, TVs, sports
collectibles, dolls, glassware,
Early Featherweight sewing
machine, rare primitive mud
sled, sporting goods, much
more. Open houses Nov. 19
and Nov. 21 from 3 p.m. to
6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St.,
Ossian, IN. Sale manager Rod
Fetters, 260-557-8451, The
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
NOVEMBER 24-DECEMBER
1 - (Online Only) - Estate of
Eldrid Tinkel. 1995 Ford XLT
1/2 ton pickup truck, Komatsu
PC10-6 mini excavator, antique
tractors, farm implements, live-
stock feeder and waters, Amish
buggy, horse drawn sleighs,
pioneer covered wagon, horse
driving equipment, farm primi-
tives, power and hand tools,
garden equipment, engine
stand, Craftsman snowblower,
chain saws, scrap metal, vin-
tage Coleman lanterns, vin-
tage stop sign, antiques. Open
house Nov. 24, 2-4 p.m., Nov.
29, 10 a.m.-noon, 1910 N
Meridian St., Marion, IN. Bran-
don Steffen, sale manager,
260-710-5684, The Steffen
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-426-0633.
NOVEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. -
Christopher & Kellie Pierce,
owner. Held at Krueckeberg
Auction Complex, 815 Adams
Street, Decatur. Real estate &
land auction! Tract 1: 2 bed, 1
bath, 948 sq. foot home, full
basement, 40'x90’ bank barn,
30°'x20’ barn, grain bin, wood-
ed, tillable, 6.5+/- acres. Tract
2: 4+/- acres tillable frontage
on Hoagland Rd. Tract 3: 4+/-
acres tillable frontage on SR
101 & Hoagland Rd. Tract 4:
42.5+/- acres tillable frontage
on SR 101 & Hoagland Rd.
To be sold in individual tracts
or any combinations. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC,
260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
NOVEMBER 26 - 6 p.m. -
(Live Auction) - The Estate of
Jimmy L. Thompson, seller.
Auction location: 1245 4-H
Park Rd., Bluffton, IN. 96.89+/-

acres, Liberty Township, Sec-
tion 18, southern Wells County
farmland. Highly productive
farmland with approximately
76+/- acres tillable land, road
frontage along 500 W. and 200
S, approximately 15.5+/- acres
in woods/classified forest. Nick
Huffman, 260-827-8255, sale
manager, The Steffen Group
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.

BIDDING NOW OPEN AND
STARTS CLOSING DECEM-
BER 1 STARTING AT 4 p.m.
EST - Various consignors,
owners. Online only EIm
Street consignment auction!
Name brand woodworking
tools, camping supplies, like
new 24” Craftsman lawn vac,
lawn & garden tools, weight
lifting equipment, household
furniture, Craftsman snow
blower, antiques, collectibles,
kitchen items, and much more!
Preview Nov. 27, 3-5 p.m., 812
EIm Street, Decatur, IN. Pick
up Dec. 2, 2-6 p.m., Dec. 3, 9
am.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 3 - Starts at 6
p.m. - Blackford Golf Club
(Lort Services, Inc.), owner.
Held at Blackford County
Fairgrounds, Hartford City,
IN. Online bidding available.
105+/- acres offered in 7 tracts
or any combination. Currently a
golf course, potential farmland,
recreational land, develop-
ment potential, personal prop-
erty available, Blackford Co.
Inspections Nov. 16, 10 a.m.-
noon, Nov. 19, 3 p.m.-5 p.m,,
1605 W. Water St., Hartford
City. Auction mgr. Al Pfister,
260-760-8922, Schrader Real
Estate and Auction Company,
Inc., schraderauction.com,
800-451-2709.

DECEMBER 4 - 3 p.m. -
Online - Dusty Roach, Bank-
ruptcy Trustee, sellers. 6,142
sq. ft. modern commercial
building. Key features: 5 rental
units w/4 office suites, 1 cur-
rently leased, 600 sq. ft. heat-
ed garage w/16'x12’ overhead
door, independently controlled
heating and cooling for units,
expansion potential w/addi-
tional land available for future.
Open houses Nov. 20, 2-3
p.m., Nov. 27, 2-3 p.m., 2379
N. Main St., Bluffton, IN. Kurt
Ness, auction mgr., 260-417-
1545, Ness Bros. Realtors &
Auctioneers, www.NessBros.
com, 260-459-3911.
DECEMBER 5 & 6 - 9 a.m.
- Secured creditors & vari-
ous consignors, owners.
815 Adams, St., Decatur. Day
1: Online bidding only. Over
300+ lots including skid loader
attachments, tool boxes, work-
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benches, iron gates, chains
& binders, 1 trip 40’ high side
shipping container w/side
doors, dome shelter contain-
ers, much more! Day 2 truck
& equipment auction! Onsite
and online bidding offering
600+ lots! Cars, SUV, 1/2 ton &
3/4 ton pickup trucks, cargo &
passenger vans, dump trucks,
large group of box trucks, day
cabs, sleepers, utility trucks,
bucket trucks, utility & semi
trailers, SUV’s pickup trucks,
various skid steer attachments,
much more! Accepting con-
signments! Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 8-15 - 2 p.m. -
(Online only personal prop-
erty) - Thomas B. & Mary
Lou Woodward, seller. 2016
JD 1025R diesel utility tractor,
Frontier RT1149 tiller, 2016
Grasshopper zero turn mower,
2020 Club Car Carryall 1700,
mowers, lawn & garden, patio
furniture, antique & modern fur-
niture, vintage framed art work,
lithograph prints, vintage pickle
castors, glassware, collect-
ibles, more. Preview Dec. 1,
8, 2-5 p.m., Dec. 12, 3-6 p.m.,
301 N. Highland Ave., Ossian.
Patrick Carter, sale manager,
260-824-3006, The Steffen
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
DECEMBER 9 - 4 p.m.- 6
p-m. ET - (Online) - Crandall
Farm, seller. Property location:
Two miles northeast of Gas,
IN, near intersection of E 300
S and S 550 E, Mill Township,
Grant County. 81.59+/- total
acres, tillable, woods, recre-
ational land, potential building
sites. Tract 1: 27.59+/- acres,
18.4+/- tillable, 8+/- woods,
1.19+/- non-tillable. Tract 2:
54+/- acres, 28.91+/- tillable,
23.34+/- woods, 1.75+/- non-
tillable. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-
0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-
9177, Halderman Real Estate
& Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com.
DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6

- (Online Only) - Thom-
as B. & Mary Lou Woodward,
seller. One of a kind pictur-
esque real estate offering.
Outstanding 4,014 SF on 8.45
acres, 4 bedroom, 3 bath home
with a 2 car detached garage.
Scenic backyard with multiple
utility sheds and gazebo, Wells
County. Open houses Dec.
1 and 8 from 2-5 p.m., and
Dec. 12 from 3-6 p.m., 301 N.
Highland Ave., Ossian, IN. Pat
Carter, sale manager, 260-273-
8294, The Steffen Group Inc.,
www.steffengrp.com, 260-426-
0633.

Public Notice

Notice of Special Meeting
Town Council of the

Town of Ossian, Indiana
Monday, November 18, 2024
beginning not earlier
than 7:10 p.m.

Collier’s 215 North Jefferson
Street Ossian, Indiana 46777

The Town Council of the Town
of Ossian, Indiana will hold a spe-
cial meeting on the date and at the
time and place referenced above
to receive information, consider,
and perhaps act on matters.

nb 11/16
hspaxIp

Lottery Numbers

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 10-13-14-37-
42

Cash4Life — 17-20-23-
32-34, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday —
02-05-11-14-17-21-22-30-
36-37-38-41-48-60-61-66-
71-78-79-80, BE: 11

Daily Three-Midday —
08-08-07-04, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening —
05-07-02, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday —
08-08-07-04, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening —
04-00-00-05, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening
— 04-12-13-21-22-28-32-
38-39-48-50-51-53-67-68-
73-74-76-77-78, BE: 68

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $29.5 million

MEGA MILLIONS

05-17-35-55-69, Mega
Ball: 19, Megaplier: 2X

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Saturday): $130 million

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku

7143
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©

N

W

\I

©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty: k%
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Follow us at... twitter.com/newsbanner

GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-

T
Home Healthcare. piiiig

NAELA
As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW
+ Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

/(’I ‘I‘[/{ O7(l C/u’

ssociales

ASSISTING IN:

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

'\
STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. + Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

.Home Remodel and Repair

AL
=
©Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete - Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1263
Jim Baker

Locally
Owned

\

JC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

&2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

W
HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE

FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. *824-0455

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Qil!

R Warren Tﬁamcy@

(260)375-2135 <>

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gRgg
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

Seamless
Sure-Flo®ine:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

| 260-888-5062 |

www.seamlessgutter.net

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

« 1& 2 Bedrooms

= Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
- Water Included

260824.5280

For those 62 + or

TDD: 7-1-1 disabled, regardless
of age.
246

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

A-1 U-Stor

D Safe & Secure
—

Self Storage

— 824-1846
+Safety Lighting *Clean Units
+24 Hr. Access
*\/ideo Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

For as

littleas .. 1 PERISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call
THE NEWS-BANNER 824:0224

E E ! or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is
@&  Tues, Oct.22!
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Local Roundup

Solid Waste District board

will meet Monday

The board of the Wells County Solid
Waste Management District will meet at 4
p-m. Monday, Nov. 18, in Room 105, the
multi-purpose room on the lower level of
the Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223
W. Washington St.

County Drainage Board will

meet Monday afternoon

The Wells County Drainage Board will
meet at 4:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 18, in
Room 105, the multi-purpose room on the
lower level of the Wells Carnegie Govern-
ment Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

County Commissioners will
meet Monday evening

The Wells County Commissioners will
meet at 5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 18, in Room
105, the multi-purpose room on the lower
level of the Wells Carnegie Government
Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Items on the agenda include:

e Department reports from Sheriff Scott
Holliday, Highway Supervisor Shawn
Bonar and County Engineer Nate Whitacre.

* Appointment with Economic Develop-
ment Director Jessica Beste.

e Monthly reports and miscellaneous
business.

* Consideration of a services agreement.

* Approval of a building closure resolu-
tion.

e Consideration of an updated ARPA
plan.

e Economic Development interlocal
agreement.

Bluffton-Harrison school

board will meet Monday

The board of the Bluffton-Harrison Met-
ropolitan School District will meet at 6 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 19, in the school district’s
administration building at 803 E. Harrison
St. in Bluffton.

Items on the agenda include:

* Financial and personnel matters.

* Regular reports and announcements.

e Construction updates.

Ossian council to hold
special meeting Monday

The Ossian Town Council will meet not
earlier than 7:10 p.m. Monday, Nov. 18, at
the Collier’s Comfort Services, 215 N Jef-
ferson St.

County Commissioners will
hold executive session

The Wells County Commissioners will
hold an executive session at noon Tuesday,
Nov. 19, at the Wells County Commerce

and Visitors Centre, 211 Water St. in Bluff-
ton.

The reason cited for the executive ses-
sion is “To discuss a job performance evalu-
ation of individual employees. This subdi-
vision does not apply to a discussion of the
salary, compensation, or benefits of employ-
ees during a budget process.”

Bluffton Board of Works to

meet Tuesday afternoon

The Bluffton Board of Public Works and
Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov.
19, in the meeting room on the first floor of
City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Bluffton Common Council
will meet Tuesday evening

The Bluffton Common Council will meet
at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 19, in the Coun-
cil Chambers on the second floor of City
Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Southern Wells school

board will meet Tuesday

The board of the Southern Wells Com-
munity Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 19, in the high school media cen-
ter of the SWCS campus.

Items on the agenda include:

* Spotlight on Raider Success.

* Financial and personnel matters.

* Consideration of policy changes.

* Approval of facility use and field trip
requests.

* Superintendent information.

Southern Wells board will

hold executive session

The board of the Southern Wells Com-
munity Schools will meet at 6:30 p.m. or
directly following their regular meeting on
Tuesday, Nov. 19.

The reason cited for the executive ses-
sion is ““To discuss a job performance evalu-
ation of individual employees. This subdi-
vision does not apply to a discussion of the
salary, compensation, or benefits of employ-
ees during a budget process.”

Markle Town Council will
meet Wednesday evening

The Markle Town Council will meet at
7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 20, in the meet-
ing room of the Markle fire station, 150 W.
Sparks St. in Markle.

Items on the agenda include:

* Amendment to the Unified Develop-
ment Ordinance.

* Discussion of water utility rates.

* Correspondence with: Youth Services
Bureau of Huntington County, Huntington
County Council on Aging and Bluffton-
Southern Wells Dollars for Scholars.

* Regular reports.

Lebanon’s prime minister
asks Iran to help secure a
cease-fire in Israel-Hezbollah war

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon’s caretaker
prime minister on Friday asked Iran to help
secure a cease-fire in the war between Israel
and Hezbollah and appeared to urge it to
convince the militant group to agree to a
deal that could require it to pull back from
the Israel-Lebanon border.

As a top adviser to Iran’s supreme leader
Ali Khamenei visited Lebanon for talks,
Lebanese officials said an American pro-
posal for a cease-fire deal had been passed
on to Hezbollah, aiming to end 13 months
of exchanges of fire between Israel and the
group.

Iran is a main backer of Hezbollah and
for decades has been funding and arming
the Lebanese militant group. Hezbollah
began firing rockets into northern Israel the
day after Hamas’ surprise attack into Israel
on Oct. 7, 2023 ignited the war in Gaza —
prompting exchanges between the two sides
ever since.

Since late September, Israel dramatical-
ly escalated its bombardment of Lebanon,
vowing to cripple Hezbollah and end its
barrages in Israel. More than 3,400 people
have been killed in Lebanon by Israeli fire —
80% of them in the past month -- Lebanon’s

Health Ministry says.

According to Lebanese media, U.S.
Ambassador Lisa Johnson handed over a draft
of a proposed cease-fire deal to Lebanese Par-
liament Speaker Nabih Berri, who has been
leading the talks representing Hezbollah.

A Lebanese official confirmed that Beirut
has received a copy of a draft proposal based
on U.N. Security Council resolution 1701,
which ended the last Israel-Hezbollah war,
in the summer of 2006. A Lebanese politi-
cian said Hezbollah officials had received
the draft, were studying it and would express
their opinion on it to Berri. The politician,
who knows the work of Hezbollah, and the
official spoke on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized to speak to
the media about the ongoing talks.

U.N. resolution 1701, among other
things, holds that only the Lebanese army
and U.N. peacekeepers should operate in
southern Lebanon, meaning Hezbollah
would have to end its presence there. That
provision was never implemented. Lebanon
accuses Israel of also violating the resolu-
tion by maintaining hold of a small, dis-
puted border area and conducting frequent
military overflights over Lebanon.

e $0 monthly plan premium

each month*

Humana.

Hello, Bluffton / Ossian—there’s a new
Medicare Advantage plan in town

The benefits you expect—with a price you don’t

Humana has added a new plan to your Medicare Advantage options. As you explore
the plans in your areq, you might find a new one that better fits your healthcare
coverage needs, your budget and your goals.

Humana USAA Honor Giveback (PPO) offers:

e Part B premium reduction, may put up to $155 back into your Social Security check

e Routine dental, hearing and vision coverage

Call a licensed Humana sales agent
TIM DALY

260-570-9904 (TTY: 711)
tdalyl@humana.com

A more human way
to healthcare®

If your business depends on the traffic
of the fastest growing customer group in our nation—
our Senior Citizens—you won't want to

miss out on our upcoming ...

Daughters of Malcolm X sue the
CIA, FBI and NYPD over the civil

rights leader’s assassination

NEW YORK (AP) —
Three daughters of Malcolm
X have accused the CIA,
FBI, the New York Police
Department and others in a
$100 million lawsuit Friday
of playing roles in the 1965
assassination of the civil
rights leader.

In the lawsuit filed in
Manhattan federal court,
the daughters — along with
the Malcolm X estate —
claimed that the agencies
were aware of and were
involved in the assassination
plot and failed to stop the
killing.

At a morning news
conference, attorney Ben
Crump stood with family
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Best

(260) 224-1126 » mrkoolhiuffton@gmail.com

members as he described the
lawsuit, saying he hoped
federal and city officials
would read it “and learn
all the dastardly deeds that
were done by their prede-
cessors and try to right these
historic wrongs.”

The NYPD and CIA did
not immediately respond to
requests for comment. Nich-
olas Biase, a spokesperson
for the Department of Jus-
tice, which was also sued,
declined comment. The FBI
said in an email that it was
its “standard practice” not to
comment on litigation.

For decades, more ques-
tions than answers have
arisen over who was to

blame for the death of Mal-
colm X, who was 39 years
old when he was slain on
Feb. 21, 1965, at the Audu-
bon Ballroom on West
165th Street in Manhattan
as he spoke to several hun-
dred people. Born Malcolm
Little in Omaha, Nebraska,
Malcolm X later changed
his name to El-Hajj Malik
El-Shabazz.

Three men were convict-
ed of crimes in the death but
two of them were exoner-
ated in 2021 after investiga-
tors took a fresh look at the
case and concluded some
evidence was shaky and
authorities had held back
some information.

__Get Readyfor=—
SUFall& Winter.

Call'and Schedulea
Check UpToday!

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Plumbing Service
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(260) 273-5021
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« 610 N. Main St. Bluffton, IN 46714
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