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New buildings, new 
opportunities for Norwell 
Middle School students

By HOLLY GASKILL
As construction continues in a portion of 

the new Norwell Middle School building, 
students are utilizing the new resources and 
classrooms this fall semester.

Teachers moved into the new classrooms 
over the summer, and Weigand Construction 
is currently working on the cafetorium area, 
counseling center, and connection between 
the middle school and high school, among 
other items. During a special Norwell board 
meeting on Tuesday, project manager Dylan 
Markley said the construction continues 
on schedule, with demolition work “pretty 
much completely done” and the cafetorium 
stage installed.

The special meeting took place during 
the school day, allowing board members to 
view active instruction and hear a more in-
depth report from the school administration.

At that time, NMS Principal Andrew 
Enderle noted that the new building miti-
gates a lot of factors associated with disci-
plinary matters — there are more open spac-
es, the hallways provide a clear view, and 
grades have separate wings. 

Even so, Enderle indicated there have 
been more disciplinary matters as the school 
has more strongly enforced tardiness and 
dress code. According to Enderle, there 
were 791 disciplinary issues in the 2023-
24 school year, compared to just 264 in the 

2022-23 school year and 221 in the 2021-22 
school year. Of the 791 incidents, 310 were 
related to the dress code. Enderle reported 
222 incidents thus far in the school year. 

Alongside this, Enderle shared his desire 
to continue the momentum of a positive 
student culture. He has spearheaded a peer-

The board of trustees for Norwell Community Schools toured the new portion of the building 
during the school day, and the ongoing construction of the cafetorium and counseling center. 
(Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Board tours school, hears updates from administration

College Board honors Norwell students
By HOLLY GASKILL

Twenty-six Norwell High School 
students have been recognized by the 
College Board with National Honors. 

Recipients meet three criteria: 
at least a B+ grade point average; 
PSAT scores within the top 10% in 
the state of Indiana or at least a pass-
ing score on two or more Advance 
Placement exams at the end of their 
sophomore year; and come from a 
rural area, are a first-generation col-
lege student, or identify as Black, 

Latino or Native American.
Recipients were Shae Brooks, 

Madeline Dean, Jasmine Donaldson, 
Cohen Garrett, Delaney Hoover, Jas-
per Huneycutt, Jasper Kreigh, Teagan 
Lesley, Parker McCartney, Emerson 
Meredith, Kale Meredith, Emma Mill-
er, Hannah Rusu, Rebecca Settle, Rid-
ley Sheets, Lora Smith, Gavin Three-
wits, Noah Turk, Robert White, Ethan 
Williamson, Mason Wills, Colby Win-
kler, Kinsley Young and Dalton Young.

Norwell’s board of trustees recog-

nized the students during their meeting 
Tuesday.

“This is something that’s super spe-
cial,” Norwell High School Principal 
Kam Meyer said. “Normally, (NHS) 
has anywhere from five to 10 national 
award winners … This gives students 
the opportunity to put this on their col-
lege scholarship applications. It’s a great 
resume builder. It’s a great testament to 
all of the hours of hard work that they 
put into the classroom.”

holly@news-banner.com

In a special board meeting at the middle school on Tuesday, Norwell High School Principal Kam Meyer recognized the 26 high 
school students who received National Honors from the College Board. (Photo provided)

(Continued on Page 2)

Ossian discusses 
easement, town 
employee PTO

By SYDNEY KENT
Several residents were met with temporary roadblocks in 

their endeavors to fill ditches, pour concrete and access town 
water during the Ossian Town Council meeting on Tuesday. 

Pastor Matthew Gullion with the First Baptist Church 
requested approval to cross a portion of a utility easement to 
add a parking lot, particularly for elderly parishioners. At the 
advice of Jim Breckler with Engineering Resources, board 
President Josh Barkley advised Gullion to seek an analysis 
regarding stormwater drainage before approving the request. 

Ron Todd attended the meeting on behalf of several 
residents in the Clark housing addition who were hoping to 
access water from the town. Todd requested annexation to 
achieve this goal, advising that approximately 80% of the 
residents also wanted the change. He ultimately received 
confirmation that the council would be willing to entertain 
the request; however, more information is needed from sev-
eral parties. 

Town Manager Crystal Chapman proposed changes to 
the paid time off for town employees, particularly regarding 
the number of days. Currently, town employees have three 
days of PTO per year. Chapman suggested double the num-
ber of days to align with the standards Bluffton has set for 
their employees. 

“We’re barely hanging onto our employees as it is,” 
Crystal added. “I don’t want to lose the ones we have. I 
want to keep them happy.” 

Town council member Stephanie Tucker added that town 
employees lose their accumulated vacation time at the end 
of the year if it has not been used. She also suggested a 
potential system similar to Bluffton’s. Tucker said employ-
ees “earn” half a day of PTO every month they do not use 

County Master Plan Meeting
A meeting to discuss city goals in the Wells 
County Master Plan was held at the Wash-
ington Park Pavilion on Tuesday. Several 
city officials and members of the public were 
present and decided on what they felt was 
important for the city to have. A community 
survey is also available with the Area Plan 
Commission. Above, The Veridus Group’s Liz 
Mooney presents the initiative. At left, Gary 
Blount makes his decision. (Photos by Jona-
than Snyder)

(Continued on Page 2)

Hoosier Highway 
project requires change 
order after failed soil test 

By HOLLY GASKILL
Work between county roads 

200 S and 300 S for the new Hoo-
sier Highway may be delayed after 
the soil failed tests for sulfate con-
tent. 

In a special meeting Tues-
day morning, Commissioner Jeff 
Stringer stated soil samples had 
returned as “unstable” in testing 
for sulfate. Soil with high sulfates 
is known to swell with moisture 
and is therefore unsuitable for con-
struction. The contractor, Gradex, 
treated the soil with lime, and it 
again failed tests. 

The Wells County Com-
missioners approved a change 
order for the construction, per-

mitting Gradex to remove 14 
inches of soil and replace it with 
stone. This change is billed at 
$410,915.58. In a letter provided 
to The News-Banner, INDOT 
engineer Dustin Meyer notified 
Gradex that INDOT won’t pay 
for the failed treatment and “any 
additional monies above what 
would have normally occurred 
if this product was placed per 
(INDOT’s) specification. That is 
$262,653.66.” 

This road is part of the new 
Hoosier Highway project, which 
will shift the highway west from 
the Bluffton Industrial Park 
to avoid three railroad cross-

(Continued on Page 2)



By JONATHAN SNYDER
A need to “change the 

paradigm” for the proposed 
Tocsin Project was dis-
cussed by the Wells County 
Regional Sewer District 
Tuesday.

RSD board member 
Andy Stoller said that some-
thing new needs to be added 
to the Tocsin project pro-
posal before the SRF appli-
cation cycle in March of 
next year. Various methods 
were put on the table, from 
sending residual funds from 
past projects back to SRF to 
clean out their accounts, a 
search for new data to incor-
porate into their project pro-
posal and even new funding 
avenues apart from SRF. 
RSD board members Jon 
Oman, Bruce Stinson, Leon 
Berning and Jon Shady all 
agreed with Stoller’s notion 
that something needs to be 
added.

RSD Attorney Mark 
Burry stated concern with 
two of the methods. Accord-
ing to Burry, removing 
residual funds could still 
lead to an SRF denial. Other 
application processes for 
funding are also long and 
complex compared to SRF 
funding, leading to longer 
wait times for approval. 
Burry said, however, that he 
would talk to SRF represen-
tatives about scheduling a 
conference call where they 
could ask how to improve 
their chances.

Burry noted that the call 
would likely be sometime 
in January, since the end of 
the year is filled with SRF 
representatives receiving 
calls about projects they 
approved last cycle. Stoller 

noted that the sewer systems 
in place are designed with 
the proposed Tocsin proj-
ect in mind, and that some 
properties in Tocsin are still 
on pump and haul systems. 
No official plans were made 
outside contacting SRF rep-
resentatives for a meeting.

“We’ve gotta think out-
side the box,” Stoller said. 
“I’m not surprised by the 
results we are getting, 
because we are doing the 
same thing over and over 
again. To be honest, we 
need the system to expand 
a plan for septic elimina-
tion … We’ve gotta break 
through the gridlock some-
how. Unless something 
changes dramatically I am 
less than optimistic about 
what we plan to apply for.”

“We have to start making 
some noise before the next 
round of funding,” Burry 
said. “Instead of just apply-
ing again and sitting back 
and hoping.”

“It (Tocsin) is a problem 
and people out there know 
it’s a problem,” RSD Super-
intendent Lewis Brown 
said. 

The RSD also created 
an additional maintenance 
account to plan for future 

expenses. Originally, the 
operational budget and 
maintenance account were 
part of the same account, 
but a review of ordinance 
law required that those 
accounts be separated. 
Stoller noted that the future 
expenses are why the RSD 
needs to be so careful with 
spending, despite having 
over $400,000 in their over-
all balance.

“When we report in the 
general ledger … people 
look at that and say ‘Why 
are you sitting on half a mil-
lion dollars?’ We are not,” 
Stoller said. “What we are 
sitting on is millions of dol-
lars in future liabilities as 
an operational sewer dis-
trict and that message gets 
obscured with everything in 
one account.”

Additionally, Brown 
reported that the RSD’s 
generators have switched 
to their winter fuel blend 
and have been topped off. 
Brown also said that there 
are eight properties that still 
need to connect in King-
sland and six connections 
are left in Craigville. Brown 
also noted that 22 liens will 
be filed against properties 
today for delinquent pay-

ments. A dropbox has also 
been ordered and will be 
located outside the RSD’s 
office. 

“We say this over and 
over — it seems like it’s the 
same people we file liens on 
every time,” Brown said.

Furthermore, a $155,620 
SRF Disbursement request 
was paid to VTF. This is 
the final retainage payment 
for the Kingsland project, 
which was already approved 
earlier, but the request 
never got to the state level 
and therefore was not paid 
out. The RSD also paid 
$13,405.99 in monthly bills 
and learned that approxi-
mately $20,000 in ARPA 
fund interest still needs to be 
spent.

jonathan@news-banner.com

nominated leadership group, 
“Knight Student Leaders,” 
who meet regularly to dis-
cuss how they can influence 
and encourage their peers 
in inclusivity, kindness and 
respect.

“I think what it comes 
really down to is creat-
ing and continuing with a 
positive culture,” Enderle 
said. “We have that founda-
tion prior to me being here. 
Walking into this place, this 
culture is special — but it is 
fragile as well.” 

NMS Athletic Director 
Jamie Feldheiser said the 
school continues to encour-
age extracurricular involve-
ment, which gives students 
other reasons to care about 
school and keep out of trou-
ble. Fall athletics have 134 
total participants, winter ath-
letics have 70 participants, 
and other extracurriculars 
have 188 participants.

Feldheiser reported a 
96.91% average daily atten-
dance, with expected dips 
around spring break, fall 
break and the Bluffton Free 
Street Fair. There has been 
only one mandatory confer-
ence for attendance issues 
this year.

The counseling center 
also discussed their multi-
tiered approach to sup-
porting students according 
to their specific needs. In 
the 2023-24 school year, 
the counseling department 
offered 1,131 individual 
sessions, 95 small groups, 

27 crisis assessments and 
five classroom lessons — 
they are on track to meet or 
exceed similar numbers this 
year.

During its regular agen-
da, the board:

• Accepted resignations 
from Sarah Dilly, Ossian 
Elementary School special 
education teacher; Charlotte 
Rex, Norwell High School 
custodian; Thomas Walker 
and Michael Zadylak, NHS 
assistant wrestling coaches; 
Michael Niermeyer, NHS 
girls’ golf head coach; and 
Lane Harkless, NMS assis-
tant track coach. 

• Approved employment 
recommendations for Jer-

emy Davis as NMS health 
teacher, Crystal Payton as 
a NHS building technol-
ogy assistant, Connie Clark 
as extracurricular activities 
bus route coordinator, Des-
tiny Swenson and Andrea 
Bergman as OES teaching 
assistants, Hollie Inostroza 
as a short-term Lancaster 
Elementary School teaching 
assistant, Karmin Adams as 
a NHS intense intervention 
teaching assistant, Jasmine 
Hooker as OES latchkey 
assistant, Nichole Smith-
ley as a full-time bus driver 
and Travis Tackett as a full-
time bus aide. They also 
approved the winter sports 
coaching line-up. 

• Recognized donations 
of $1,596.33 from an anony-
mous donor for the volley-
ball program, $1,000 from 
an anonymous donor for 
the basketball programs and 
$200 from Sycamore Spe-
cialized Carriers, Inc. for the 
NMS robotics club.

• Approved a field trip 
request for the NHS German 
class to visit Chicago Christ-
kindlmarkt and the Museum 
of Science and Industry on 
Dec. 6. 

All board members were 
present on Tuesday. Their 
next meeting is at 5:30 p.m. 
Nov. 26 at the administra-
tion building. 

holly@news-banner.com
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Hoosier Highway

Norwell Middle School Weather
Wednesday, November 13, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:00 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 48; Low: 38; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.14  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 56. Southeast wind 

10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Tonight: Rain. Low around 47. Southeast wind 10 to 

15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 90%. New precipitation amounts between a tenth and 
quarter of an inch possible. 

Thursday: Rain, mainly before 1 p.m. High near 55. 
South wind 10 to 15 mph becoming west in the afternoon. 
Winds could gust as high as 20 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 80%. New precipitation amounts between a tenth and 
quarter of an inch possible. 

Thursday Night: A 20% chance of showers before 
1 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 45. West wind 
around 5 mph. 

Friday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 54.
Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 39.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 54.
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 39.
Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 59.
Sunday Night: A 40% chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 43.
Monday: A 20% chance of showers. Partly sunny, with 

a high near 58.
Monday Night: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 42.
Tuesday: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a 

high near 57.

Farms For sale
33 acres +/-
68 acres +/-

Wells County - lancaster Township

For Bid Info
Call 260-341-8307

•  Easy Financing Options
•  Accepting most Dental Insurance Plans Including Delta Dental 

Premier, HIP2.0 and Medicaid

•  General Dentistry
•  Sedation Dentistry

•  Root Canals
•  Immediate Dentures

•  Wisdom Teeth
Removal

NEW HOURS!

SAME DAY EMERGENCY EXAMS

DETAILED DENTAL CARE

Monday - Thursday 8-3
Friday 8-3 (Closed every other week)

Saturday & Sunday Closed

NEW HOURS!

DR. HOTT

hottfamilydentistry.com

706 North Main Street,
Blu� ton, Indiana

Call Dr. Hott
260-824-2442

Hors D’oeuvres Stations - Provided by: PizzyTailz Pork Rinds, 
White Cottage Sweet Shop, Christner’s Pizza King, Kuhn’s Den

Pictured is a class in the new band room at Norwell Middle School. Director Stephanie DePauw 
uses a infrared microphone on a lanyard to project throughout the classroom — a feature which 
has been incorporated throughout the school to assist teachers and students. (Photo by Holly 
Gaskill)

(Continued from Page 1)

PTO. 
“If someone gets a severe diagno-

sis,” Tucker suggested. “Other employ-
ees could donate sick time to that 
employee.” 

Board member Jeff Kemper stated it 
would be simpler to allot six days with-
out the stipulations, to which member 
Glen Werling agreed. 

Kemper added that employees at 
his business are given three weeks 
of vacation time after three years of 
employment, which does not include 
holidays. 

Police Commissioner President 
Caleb Chichester chimed into the con-
versation, offering that new police offi-
cers have complained about the low 
PTO offered compared to surrounding 
areas. 

Chichester also told the council 
that a 2008 police vehicle is no lon-
ger working, and requested funds for 

outfitting for a new vehicle expected 
to arrive by next month. The cruiser is 
being outfitted as a K-9 vehicle, with 
a large portion of the costs covered by 
donations. The council approved the 
request, as well as a request to pay $490 
to Valor Signs for signage on the car.

Three new vacancies are open for 
the Ossian Parks Department. The 
council accepted the resignation of 
board president Jeff Osborn, effective 
immediately. Jay Esparza and Jared 
Kurtz are both up for expiration and do 
not intend to fill the position again next 
year. 

Tucker announced vacancies on the 
storm water drainage board as well, 
with applications due the day of the 
Ossian Town Council meeting on Dec. 
9. 

The council also: 
• Approved an easement request 

involving a removable fence.
• Denied an easement request 

involving a house, with the homeown-
er advised that the situation could be 
addressed next month with a different 
form of request.

• Approved payment to VTF Exca-
vation for work on Baker Drive for 
$142,718.81.

• Approved an additional payment 
of $20,714.02 for remediation work on 
Melching Court and Millside Court.

• Approved payment to Wayne 
Asphalt for $43,383.70.

• Approved payment to Wayne 
Asphalt for $38,436.20.

• Approved payment of a two-
month invoice to Fleming Excavating 
for $756,386.04 for the north collec-
tion system improvement on Davis 
Road.

• Approved the transfer of a police 
dog from Noble County.

• Approved a 3% salary increase for 
town employees.

sydney@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Employee PTO

ings and allow continu-
ous traffic between State 
Road 218 and the indus-
trial park. It is being paid 
for in part by the county, 
the Indiana Department 
of Transportation and fed-
eral grants. Stringer said 

the county would only pay 
20% of the total cost.

Stringer also advised that 
the change order could be 
completed in the next week, 
but due to seasonal delays, 
the road may not be finished 
until June. 

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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RSD discusses Tocsin project application plan
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian 

Journal publishes “basic” obitu-
aries free of charge for “local” 
deaths. “Basic” obituaries will 
include the deceased’s name, age, 
community of record, date and 
place of death, basic genealogical 
information, the date, time and 
location of calling hours and ser-
vices and the name of the funeral 
home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/
or a photo is desired to be includ-
ed, or if the deceased does not 
meet the definitions of a “local” 
person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will pro-
vide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication. 

Police NotebookPatty Boots, 72
Patty J. Boots, 72, of Bluffton, 

passed away peacefully on Nov. 
10, 2024, at Bluffton Regional 
Medical Center.

Patty was a caring wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-grand-
mother. She treasured spending 
time with loved ones and friends 
creating lasting memories. 

Patty was also known for her 
artistic side, finding joy in draw-
ing and painting. She also enjoyed 
crafting and attending local craft 
shows. Alongside her husband, Ken, they enjoyed 
camping with family most weekends, and spent sum-
mers on family vacations to explore new places and 
visit friends and family.

Patty was a dedicated and hardworking individual. 
For over 20 years, she served delicious meals at the 
Dutch Mill Restaurant. Her culinary talents continued to 
bless the Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan School District 
for another 20 years, where she worked as a cook.

Patty was born on Nov. 11, 1951, in Bluffton, to L. 
Wayne Welches and Mary E. (Blair) Welches. She found 
her forever love in Kenneth E. Boots, marrying him on 
Sept. 4, 1970.

Patty leaves behind a legacy of love and laughter. 
Her husband, Ken Boots, will deeply miss her. She is 
also survived by a daughter, Angie (Jason) Worman of 
Edmond, Oklahoma; grandchildren, Nathan (Courtney) 
Worman, Hannah (Christian) Holcomb and Hunter Pur-
due; great-grandchildren, Carson Holcomb, Olivia Hol-
comb, and Lucas Worman; and a sister, Phyllis Ritten-
house of Markle. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Wayne 
and Mary Welches, and her daughter, Tina K. Purdue.

Visitation will be held from 4-8 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
15, 2024, at the funeral home and for one hour prior to 
the service on Saturday, Nov. 16. 

The funeral service will be at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home, officiated by Jeff 
Lemler. Patty will be laid to rest at Elm Grove Cemetery 
in Bluffton.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Patty’s 
memory to the First Baptist Church of Bluffton, Indiana.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends may share online condo-
lences with the family at www.thomarich.com.

Rev. Gerald Lee Hewson, 82
Rev. Gerald Lee Hewson, 82, of Huntington, passed 

away at 4:41 a.m. Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, at his resi-
dence. 

Gerald was born June 21, 1942, to Doris Letson Hew-
son and Howard Hewson of Grand Ledge, Michigan. 

Gerald married Jane Fulks of Lynn, Indiana on Aug. 
21, 1965.

Survivors are his sons, Kyle (Sherina) Hewson, James 
(Yazmin) Hewson, and Ryan (Brandi) Hewson; 10 grand-
children and one great-grandson. 

He is preceded in death by his loving wife, Jane Hew-
son; and his parents, Howard and Doris Hewson.

Visitation will be from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 
18, 2024, at Bailey-Love Mortuary, 35 West Park Drive, 
Huntington, IN. Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024, at Bailey-Love Mortuary with 
Pastor Mike Smith officiating. There will be one hour of 
visitation prior to the service. Burial will be in Mt. Hope 
Cemetery in Huntington.

Please sign the online guest book at www.baileylove.
com.

Bailey-Love Mortuary is honored to serve the family 
of Gerald Lee Hewson.

OBITUARIES

Age In Place Home Services Bluffton 
New Location

Age In Place Home Services Bluffton offers in home care 
for those needing assistance with Bathing, grooming, 

dressing, Medication reminders, transfers from bed to chair, 
Shopping assistance, transportation, running of errands, Meal 
preparation, homemaker services such as cleaning, laundry, 

bed linen changes, and other household tasks.

Age In Place Home Services Bluffton provides services to those 
living in Wells County and surrounding areas.

LTC Insurance plans and Medicaid Waiver accepted. 
Call today for your FREE customized service plan.

109 N. Scott St. Bluffton, In. 46714
260-824-5602

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

John Meyer

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton

824-3852

Calling: 1 - 8 p.m. 
Thursday, November 14 at 

the funeral home.
Funeral: 10 a.m. 

Friday, November 15 at 
Bluffton North Apostolic 

Christian Church.

INCIDENTS
City:
Monday, 2:56 p.m., Main 

Street and Dustman Road. 
Several reports of individu-
als in the road asking for 
money and causing traffic 
hazard. Church collecting 
money for homeless advised 
to stay off the road.

Monday, 7:14 p.m., 
200 block of East Townley 
Street. Report of a domestic 
altercation. Parties separated.

Tuesday, 7:40 a.m., Main 
Street and S.R. 124. Glass in 
roadway.

County:
Friday, 1:10 p.m., 4400 

N 100 E, Bluffton. Caller 
reported his dog got loose 
and returned home with a 
wound.

Friday, 1:47 p.m., S.R. 
218 and 400 W, Poneto. 
Driver cited for speeding.

Friday, 3:55 p.m., 150 
West Main Street, Poneto. 
Report of fraud.

Friday, 4:40 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Report of theft.

Friday, 4:43 p.m., 2800 
South Main Street, Liberty 
Center. Subject requested 
information regarding tres-
passing order.

Friday, 7:31 p.m., South 
100 W and 200 S, Bluffton. 
Report of laser being pointed 
at aircrafts. Unable to locate 
source.

Friday, 10:51 p.m., 800 
block of West Railroad 
Street, Uniondale. Report of 

property damage.
Saturday, 3:11 a.m., Main 

Street and Dustman Road, 
Bluffton. Driver arrested for 
operating while intoxicated.

Saturday, 8:36 a.m., S.R. 
116 and Meridian Road, 
Bluffton. Report of trespass-
ing, subject was looking for 
his dog.

Saturday, 2:29 p.m., 3900 
W 1100 N, Markle. Caller 
reported neighbor’s dog 
killed their chickens.

Saturday, 2:53 p.m., U.S. 
224 and 300 W, Uniondale. 
Driver cited for speeding.

Sunday, 9:47 a.m., S.R. 
14 and 600 E, Bluffton. 
Driver cited for speeding.

Sunday, 1:03 p.m., 5900 
North Miller Street, Union-
dale. Complaint of dog run-
ning in area. Officer con-
tained dog and let owner 
know.

Sunday, 8:06 p.m., S.R. 
116 and 150 N, Bluffton. Car 
versus deer.

Monday, 4:17 a.m., Wells 
County Jail. Officer trans-
ported Zackery McDowell 
from the Fort Wayne Airport 
to the Wells County Jail.

Monday, 7:14 a.m., 1100 
W and 800 S, Warren. Car 
versus deer.

Monday, 6:51 p.m., 100 
East and S.R. 218, Bluffton. 
Car versus deer.

Monday, 8:16 p.m., 6300 
N 75 E, Uniondale. Caller 
reported people with flash-
lights in woods behind 

house. Subjects advised they 
were on their own property.

Monday, 10:19 p.m., S.R. 
116 and 200 W, Markle. 
Driver arrested for driving 
without U.S. license.

Tuesday, 12:59 a.m., 
Southern Wells Church, 
Poneto. Car versus deer.

Tuesday, 6:24 a.m., 
Country Corner Deli, Lib-
erty Center. Report of armed 
robbery.

Tuesday, 9:06 a.m., 1944 
East South Timberidge 
Road, Bluffton. Report of 
fraudulent bank charges.

Ossian:
Friday, 6:43 p.m., 300 

block of West LaFever 
Street, Ossian. No con-
tact order served to Noah 
Cook.

Saturday, 4:06 p.m., Silo 
Farms. Caller complained 
about loud kids. Subject 
asked the kids to be quiet. 
They responded by play-
ing ding dong ditch at her 
door.

Sunday, 10:22 a.m., 8700 
East Diane Drive, Ossian. 
Complaint of dogs barking.

Monday, 4:48 p.m., U.S. 
224 and 100 E, Ossian. Driv-
er cited for driving while 
suspended, officer gave sub-
ject a ride home.

Monday, 11:41 p.m., S.R. 
1 and 1200 N, Ossian. Driv-
er arrested for driving while 
suspended.

Tuesday, 7:46 a.m., Silo 
Farms. Subject warned for 

trespassing.
FIRES

Monday, 6:44 p.m., ADM 
Alliance Nutrition, Bluffton. 
Structure fire, out but still 
smoldering. Nottingham 
Township, Ossian, Liberty 
Township and Bluffton fire 
departments responded. 
Incident terminated at 7:31 
p.m.

ARRESTS
Jared Thomas Hogan, 

25, Fort Wayne; operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated 
— endangerment, a Class A 
misdemeanor, and operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated, a 
Class A misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $1,500.

Giancarlo Magana Bel-
tran, 22, Fort Wayne; oper-
ating without financial 
responsibility, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

Zackery Allen McDow-
ell, 29, Bluffton; sex offend-
er registration violation, a 
Level 5 felony and failure to 
possess ID as a sex offender, 
a Level 6 felony. No bond 
set.

Jean Carlos Valdiviesco 
Catano, 30, Huntington; 
operating without ever 
obtaining license, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

Derek Allen Beaty, 32, 
Connersville; driving while 
suspended — prior, a Class 
A misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

Adopt a display
for ‘Wonderland of Lights’

A new way to be a part of Ouabache State Park’s Won-
erland of Lights has been announced by Kathy Schwartz, 
director of the project. And the concept is simple — choose 
a display and adopt it by donating the cost of the display to 
the Friends of Ouabache.

In turn, the Friends will assemble, maintain and store the 
display from year to year. The adopter may choose the site 
for the display and an adoption sign will be placed beside it.

Cost of displays vary greatly depending in size and range 
from $600 up. Individuals or groups may adopt and use the 
display as a recognition or memorial. The cost of the display 
is also tax deducible.

This year’s Wonderland of Lights has four adopted dis-
plays — Lowe’s, Truland Equipment, in memory of Karen 
Dunn Reynolds and one anonymous. The anonymous dis-
play is being built for next year.

Anyone interested should contact the Ouabache State 
Park office at (260) 824-0926 or email to friendsofoua-
bache@gmail.com.

This year Wonderland of Lights will be open from Dec. 
6-Dec. 31. Admission is $5 per car and hours are from 6 to 9 
p.m. A special synchronized light and musical show will be 
located by the Fire Tower, as prepared by Kraig Schwartz.

Santa will be visiting the first three weekends at the Elf 
Cocoa Cafe located at the Trails End Shelter. Santa will 
answer letters if dropped off before Dec. 18, along with a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope and put in his mail box by 
the gate house.

Members of the First Presbyterian Mission committee present-
ed a check for $500 to Roger Sherer, left, to be used for the 
4-H Backpack program. Left to right are Sherer, Sandy Garcia, 
Jan Babcock and Sue Smith. The committee members were 
recent packers for the weekly backbacks sent home with coun-
ty children who would not otherwise have food over a week-
end. (Photo provided)

Roger Sherer, from the 
4-H Backpack Program, 
has explained that currently 
there are enough packers for 
the rest of the year, however 
there are other needs for the 
program.

One volunteer is need-
ed to pick up bread at the 
Ossian Pantry on Wednes-
days or Thursdays and trans-
fer it to the 4-H Park.

Another is needed to pick 
up the weekly fresh fruit order 
from Ginger Fresh in Ossian 
and bring to the 4-H Park. 

Other volunteers could 
be used to pick-up the recy-
cled bags from the schools 
involved in the program.

Anyone wishing to assist 
with the program should 
contact Sherer through the 
4-H office at 824-6412.

Backpackers in need 
of some volunteers

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Tyler Technologies will 

supply the city with new 
internal software for payroll, 
budgets and other city func-
tions.

The Board of Public 
Works and Safety approved 
the purchase on Tuesday 
after a description of servic-
es from IT Director Karen 
Morris. Implementing the 
software will cost $145,050, 
which will be spread out 
over the next two years. It 
will cost $41,677 annually. 

Morris stated that the 
new software will track 
city spending and available 
funds, streamline budgeting 
and data entry processes, 
collect timesheets electroni-
cally, offer an online train-
ing program and be acces-
sible from anywhere. 

“This is more what drives 
the city’s functions internal-
ly,” Morris said. “This is all 
of our software that we (use 
to) track all of our finances 
through the city, all the 
invoices we have to pay … 
this is our finance system, 
it’s our payroll and HR sys-
tem, it’s also the system that 
tracks all the utility billing.”

Board member Scott 
Mentzer said that this can be 
paid for without any chang-
es to the 2025 budget, with 
Morris adding that some 
unused 2024 funds can be 
encumbered into next year 
to ease the burden. Improve-
ments to financial reporting 
were a major factor in the 
change, with board mem-
ber Josh Hunt commenting 
that the board has struggled 
at times with the original 
providers due to the type of 
software provided. 

Mentzer,  Hunt and 
Mayor John Whicker all 

acknowledged that imple-
menting the new software 
will come with its own chal-
lenges, but expressed excite-
ment over the new systems.

Water  Dis t r ibu t ion 
Supervisor Dave Hendricks 
also asked the city to con-
sider another brand of water 
meters, as he’s currently 
waiting as long as nine 
months to receive meters 
for new homes. Hendricks 
reported that other brand-
slead times are as low as 
one month, but will review 
other brands before making 
a decision. 

Additionally, the board 
approved an encroachment 
agreement for Ben Burman. 
Burman’s business sign cur-
rently encroaches on a city 
utility easement. Utility 
Director Jon Oman stated 
that Burman will be respon-
sible for taking down the 
sign at 1796 South Main St. 
should the city work south 
of that location. City Attor-
ney Tony Crowell will draft 
an agreement to be signed at 
a later date.

John Lee of Bill’s Roof-
ing and Siding also request-
ed the closure of two alleys 
near First Baptist Church on 
Cherry Street. Lee said that 
they plan to replace the roof 
of the church’s schoolhouse 
on the southwest side of 
their location. The Nov. 18 
closure is expect to last until 
5 p.m. 

The board also approved 
Christine Bennett’s trans-
fer from the 911 Dispatch 
Department to fill the ordi-
nance compliance officer 
vacancy. Hendricks also 
received a raise. Additionally, 
a $53,328 SRF Claim was 
paid to Inliner Solutions.

jonathan@news-banner.com

City to purchase new 
internal software
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By The Associated Press
Today is Wednesday, 

Nov. 13, the 318th day of 
2024. There are 48 days left 
in the year.

Today in history: On 
Nov. 13, 2015, Islamic State 
militants carried out a set of 
coordinated attacks in Paris 
at the national stadium, in a 
crowded concert hall, in res-
taurants and on streets, kill-
ing 130 people in the worst 
attack on French soil since 
World War II.

Also on this date:
In 1775, during the Rev-

olutionary War, American 

troops captured Montreal 
under the command of Con-
tinental Army Gen. Richard 
Montgomery.

In 1909, 259 men and 
boys were killed when fire 
erupted inside a coal mine 
in Cherry, Illinois.

In 1956, the U.S. 
Supreme Court affirmed a 
lower court ruling which 
found Alabama bus segre-
gation laws were illegal.

In 1971, the U.S. space 
probe Mariner 9 went into 
orbit around Mars, becom-
ing the first spacecraft to 
orbit another planet.

Today in History
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As the results rolled in last Tuesday 
night it became clear the 2024 general 
election was about the Three I’s: infla-
tion, immigration and independents.

And all three favored Republicans 
in what can only be called a trouncing 
nationally and in Indiana.

President-elect Donald Trump’s 
victory was larger than expected, and 
the Senate also flipped to the GOP. 
Control of the U.S. House has not 
been finalized but also is trending 
Republican.

In Indiana, voters 
chose their fourth con-
secutive Republican 
governor. And despite 
some intrigue in the final 
weeks, it wasn’t even 
close. Neither was the attorney general or U.S. Senate 
races.

And while Democrats had hoped to put a dent in leg-
islative GOP supermajorities, at this point, not a single 
seat has changed hands. A few remain close with final 
ballots being counted.

Which brings me back to the Three I’s.
Inflation
Inflation is something hard for any candidate to over-

come. It’s in every gallon of milk or carton of eggs peo-
ple buy. It’s there every time they write a check for their 
rent or mortgage. And it’s in the shrinking pot of discre-
tionary money for vacations or home improvements.

Conservative pollster Christine Matthews noted on 
X that high inflation produces one-term presidencies. 
The highest rates were under former Presidents Gerald 
Ford and Jimmy Carter, and the outgoing President Joe 
Biden.

Some thought this election would be a referendum on 
abortion and reproductive rights. But after two cycles it 
is clear the issue doesn’t swing elections — especially 
here in Indiana.

When given the opportunity to vote directly on abor-
tion access, many Americans support such freedoms. 
But Hoosiers have limited access to ballot measures. 
And when stacked next to wages and the economy, vot-
ers — especially those in the working class — place 
those issues higher.

Immigration
Next up is immigration. Even those supportive and 

welcoming of immigrants coming to the United States 
were bothered by the pace and scope of the border 
crossings. And Republicans did a masterful job of ramp-
ing up the fear around crime and illegal voting.

Democrats, meanwhile, underestimated its impact 
from early on in President Joe Biden’s term.

Exit polling showed immigration was not the primary 
issue for voters but regularly ranked in the top five.

About 57% of voters in an October New York Times/
Siena College poll said they supported deporting immi-
grants living in the country illegally, including about 
30% of Democrats and 58% of independents. (About 
85% of Republicans supported deportation.)

Independents
And speaking of independents, with Republicans and 

Democrats entrenched on either side, the voters in the 
middle had their say.

Self-identified independents accounted for a larger 
share of voters in Tuesday’s U.S. presidential elec-
tion than Democrats and were tied with Republicans, 
Reuters reported. The independent share stood at 34% 
in the latest update of the Edison Research exit poll, 
compared with 34% for Republicans and 32% for 
Democrats.

Republicans on the state and national levels now 
have mandates — and it’s time to govern.

On the state level, I expect complex discussions on 
helping poor residents with medical care, cutting taxes 
while maintaining services and improving Indiana’s 
economy.

Hopefully, our leaders will use that mandate judi-
ciously and responsibly, and treat all Hoosiers with 
respect and empathy.

Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, 
a non-profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle.com

The three I’s that 
dominated election results

Niki
Kelly

Hoosier
Opinions

Trans moralism is killing the Democrats
“How dare you say that” isn’t a persuasive politi-

cal argument. 
Yet the side that has believed it can bully its way 

to victory on cultural issues by policing the debate 
in its favor continues to act as if it is one, even after 
getting soundly beaten in the election. 

The Left’s game has been to insist that everyone 
adopt its tendentious vocabulary, to call opponents 
bigots and to use moral blackmail — and the threat 
of punishment — to keep any left-of-center doubters 
in line. 

This model, which has been quite successful 
over the years, has a flaw, though. If a given cause 
is exotic and unpopular enough, and if it becomes 
subject to a political debate where the broader public 
can weigh in, the attempt to define common sense as 
a thought crime is doomed to fail. 

This is what happened on trans issues in the elec-
tion. Donald Trump’s “she’s for they/them” attack 
ad was the most effective and consequential political 
spot of this century. 

How is the Left taking it? By clinging to the old 
rules. 

In an exchange on CNN that’s gotten attention, 
the Republican strategist Shermichael Singleton said 
a lot of families don’t think that boys should play 
girls’ sports, eliciting an outraged reaction from pro-
gressive panelist Jay Michaelson.

Interrupting, Michaelson said heatedly that he 
wasn’t going to listen to such “transphobia” and 
maintained with great vehemence that it is “a slur” 
to describe “trans girls” as “boys.”

Notably, the anchor Abby Phillip — the modera-
tor on what is supposed to be a straight-down-the-
line news network — intervened, not to say that 
Singleton was free to use whatever term he thinks is 
most appropriate, but to rebuke him and ask him “to 
try to talk about this in a way that is respectful.”

The Left’s attitude on this issue is not, “You may 
disagree, but I believe trans girls are indeed girls,” 
but rather, “They are girls and you have absolutely 
no moral right to say or think otherwise.”

It adds a spirit of hectoring intolerance to the 
underlying absurdity of the position on the merits — 

making it all even more off-putting. 
The problem is that progressives consider 

whatever new boutique obsession they’ve 
come up with at any given moment to be the 
great moral issue of our time, indeed always 
to be the moral equivalent of the fight for 
civil rights. 

So, someone who doesn’t want to see 
boys competing in girls’ sports, and sim-
ply rejects the fashionable terminology, is 
viewed as a modern-day Bull Connor. 

This means no compromise is accept-
able, even on the most pragmatic political 
grounds. 

The longtime chairman of the Texas Democratic 
Party, Gilberto Hinojosa, just got defenestrated, at 
least in part for daring to say the obvious on the trans 
issues. 

“You can support transgender rights up and down 
all the categories where the issue comes up, or you 
can understand that there’s certain things that we just 
go too far on, that a big bulk of our population does 
not support,” he said in an election postmortem. 

He’d have been better off saying that the party 
should in the future call for the official end of the 
gender binary, by violence if necessary. 

After getting slammed by his own side, Hinojosa 
groveled: “I extend my sincerest apologies to those I 
hurt with my comments today.” And now he’s gone 
anyway. 

A top aide to Democratic representative Seth 
Moulton resigned after the congressman had the 
temerity to say that he doesn’t want his daughters 
“getting run over on a playing field by a male or for-
merly male athlete, but as a Democrat I’m supposed 
to be afraid to say that.” 

Well, he’s supposed to be afraid for a reason. He, 
too, was fiercely denounced by left-wing groups. 

The Left’s moralistic browbeating may succeed in 
reinforcing the trans-orthodoxy among its own. As 
we learned on Nov. 5, though, the rest of the country 
won’t play by these poisonously stupid and illiberal 
rules.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry

Afflicted by polio in July 
1944 at age 2, Mitch McCon-
nell was for several years 
an outpatient at the Warm 
Springs, Georgia, polio recu-
peration facility an hour’s 
drive from his home in Five 
Points, Alabama. One visit 
occurred nine days before 
another polio victim, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, died there of a 
cerebral hemorrhage.

Steel entered FDR’s tem-
perament after steel braces 
became necessary when he began 
to lose the use of his legs at age 39. 
Now, Michael Tackett, deputy Wash-
ington bureau chief for the Associ-
ated Press, in his fine, evenhanded 
McConnell biography, “The Price of 
Power,” describes polio’s contribu-
tion to the making of McConnell’s 
“indefatigable” patience (former 
House speaker Paul Ryan’s words). 
McConnell has become the second-
most consequential conservative — 
after Ronald Reagan — in national 
politics in his lifetime.

Forbidden from walking for two 
years, McConnell made up for lost 
time. At 42, he was elected to the 
Senate 40 Novembers ago. Of the 
2,004 people who have been sena-
tors, none has led their party’s caucus 
longer than McConnell’s 17 years, 
a tenure that ends this week, when 
Senate Republicans will select his 
replacement.

Democracy, which is institutional-
ized persuasion, requires patience, 
which sometimes requires ignoring 
public opinion that can be — that 
real leaders can make — malleable. 
Although democracy is government 
by talk, McConnell, “saying little, 
revealing less,” has, Tackett writes, 
an “inexhaustible capacity to listen.” 
Said Sam Rayburn, who served as 
House speaker intermittently for 17 
years: “No one has a finer command 
of language than the person who 
keeps his mouth shut.”

Tackett says McConnell’s col-
leagues “think he has another super-

power: he does not care 
what people think about 
him. … He is not weak-
ened by temporary needs 
like getting applause.” 
Research has shown some 
common personality traits 
of polio survivors, par-
ticularly self-denial and 
competitiveness. And in 
McConnell’s case, knowl-
edge that private chal-
lenges, such as polio, can 
be far more fearsome than 

public disapproval.
Henry Clay, now Kentucky’s sec-

ond-most accomplished senator, was, 
like McConnell, averse to articulating 
political philosophy. McConnell’s 
accomplishments are his philosophy 
distilled. They include, inter alia:

Protecting free speech from 
attacks from left and right. Using the 
legislature to make federal courts 
more judicial and less legislative. And 
demonstrating that what the Declara-
tion of Independence calls “a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind” 
implies that there can be indecent 
truckling to opinion.

McConnell has implacably 
opposed campaign spending restric-
tions because all political spend-
ing supports, directly or indirectly, 
political speech, the proper amount of 
which should not be determined by 
the government. McConnell’s vote 
prevented cluttering the Constitu-
tion with an amendment banning the 
expressive act of burning the flag. For 
these positions, he was denounced. 
He did not care.

Philosopher Michael Polanyi 
(1891-1976) defined “tacit knowing” 
as knowledge that can be transmit-
ted only by example, not words. He 
cited mankind’s subsequent inability 
to produce violins of the quality 
Stradivarius routinely made 200 years 
ago. McConnell, treating politics as 
a vocation, has acquired “tacit know-
ing” of legislative politics by having 
no goal beyond the Senate. He never 
had presidential aspirations, the ruin 

of many senators.
McConnell was a Senate Judiciary 

Committee staffer in 1969 when he 
experienced rehearsals for future 
fights: Two Nixon Supreme Court 
nominees were rejected. Decades 
later, McConnell blocked confir-
mation of Merrick Garland during 
the 2016 presidential campaign but 
permitted the confirmation of Amy 
Coney Barrett during the 2020 presi-
dential campaign. McConnell’s two 
rationales were statements by Demo-
cratic Sens. Joe Biden and Charles E. 
Schumer indicating that Democrats, 
in similar situations, might behave 
as McConnell was doing. Tackett 
considers McConnell’s rationales 
pretextual. McConnell was, however, 
correct about Democrats’ future ruth-
lessness regarding judicial confirma-
tions.

When Republicans had a slen-
der Senate majority during Donald 
Trump’s first administration, the 
president demanded that McConnell 
do what Democrats today promise 
to do when next they have a Senate 
majority: transform the Senate by 
abolishing the legislative filibuster. 
McConnell ignored Trump, refusing 
to bend to the man he despises as “not 
very smart, irascible, nasty.”

Plutarch said politics, unlike an 
ocean voyage, has no finality: “It 
is not a public chore, to be got over 
with. It is a way of life.” Today, 
Americans say they hate politics. 
Actually, what they hate is its oppo-
site: the performative preening that 
has displaced politics, which is the 
patient bargaining that has defined 
McConnell’s life.

In 2022, while running to be 
Ohio’s senator, JD Vance denounced 
McConnell, who did not care: 
Vance’s narrow victory was secured 
by $32 million from McConnell’s 
political action committees. McCon-
nell knows that being in the majority 
can mean associating with unpleas-
ant, insubstantial people. This, too, is 
the price of power.

georgewill@washpost.com.

George
Will

Steely patience underpins 
Mitch McConnell’s unrivaled reign
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Red One
Thursday, November 14th 6pm

Friday, November 15th 6pm & 8:40pm
Saturday, November 16th 
3pm, 5:45pm & 8:30pm

Sunday, November 17th 2pm & 4:45pm

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Thursday, November 14th 6:20pm

Friday, November 15th 6:20pm & 9pm
Saturday, November 16th 
3:30pm, 6pm & 8:45pm

Sunday, November 17th 2:20pm & 5pm

You Gotta Believe - Faith & Family Series
Monday, November 18th 6pm

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN • 260•724•SHOW

www.abcinemainc.com

It’s funny how one memory 
sticks with you your entire life, 
how it shapes your opinions and 
actions.

My moment in time was 
November 2, 1953.

As I sat on my mother’s bed 
watching her struggle with putting 

on her girdle, 
I noticed that 
this must be 
an important 
day. You see 
Mom never put 
on her girdle 
unless she 
was going to 
church or club. 
It was a Tues-
day, so I knew 
church was not 
the destination 

today. I sat with my hands folded 
and tried not to wrinkle my Sunday 
clothes. My older siblings were 
at school, and I knew that today I 
would get all the attention from my 
mother. Sometimes that was good, 
and sometimes that was bad.

Mom carefully applied her 
bright red lipstick and pinned her 
pillbox hat on her freshly washed 
hair. She took one last look into 
the full-length mirror, smiled, and 
turned to face me. I knew what 
was coming next. This always 
occurred prior to any time I was 
leaving the house with her. It was 
the systematic run down as to what 
was acceptable behavior and what 
was NOT acceptable on my part. 
This was a necessary ritual because 
if they had labels for kids back 
then, I would have had a stream of 
letters describing my over-zealous 

approach to life. 
I always tried to 
listen but often 
would forget all 
the instructions. 
Somehow, I knew 
I’d better remem-
ber today.

Mother began 
her delivery with 
telling me that this was a very 
important day, and every American 
should feel privileged to be able 
to take part. She explained she felt 
it was important that I was a part 
of the day’s events, and she was 
excited to take me along. I was 
shocked. It was a rare occasion 
that my mother included me in 
her pastimes. I remember waving 
goodbye as she went off to Club, 
Grange, and church meetings. 
What could be so important that 
she felt I should be there? 

She paused and began to spell 
out the rules.

Number 1. Don’t talk unless 
you are asked a question. If you 
have a question wait until we get 
into the car.

Okay. This would be a chal-
lenge. They didn’t call me Chatty 
Kathy for nothing, but somehow, I 
knew silence would be necessary 
today.

Number 2. Don’t touch any-
thing.

I had always had a very tactile 
approach to life. My hands gave 
me a perspective of the world 
around me. Thank goodness I 
knew how to stick my hands into 
the pockets of my coat.

Number 3. Don’t peek through 
the curtains.

This was per-
plexing. We must 
be going some-
where there are lots 
of windows and 
interesting things 
to see outside that 
little girls aren’t 
suppose to see. 
I just loved hid-

ing behind my grandma’s parlor 
curtains to stay concealed as she 
entertained guests. All was good 
until I got caught and banned from 
her sitting parlor. 

Number 4. Don’t ask anyone 
what they did.

Okay. There was someone else 
going to be there. I loved talking 
with other people, hence the name 
Chatty Kathy. Was my mother 
expecting too much?

Mom grabbed her white gloves 
and patent leather purse and 
headed out the door. We climbed 
into our car and my mom’s face 
was adorned with a wide smile, but 
her eyes declared that this was an 
important mission. I could hardly 
wait until we got to our destina-
tion.

I didn’t have to wait long. The 
car came to a halt at the town hall. 
Mom scanned the crowded parking 
lot and found one of the last spots 
to be had. I jumped out of the car 
and mother gave me one last look 
that told me so much more than 
spoken words could have accom-
plished.

We entered the building, and I 
saw lots of our neighbors lined up 
to check in, just like Friday Night 
Bingo. I noticed the line split and 
smaller lines were formed in front 

of telephone booths with curtains. 
Rule 3 jumped into my mind, 
DON’T PEEK BEHIND THE 
CURTAINS. I could tell if a man 
or a woman was behind the curtain 
by their legs, but no other clues 
were to be had.

My mother approached our 
neighbor Millie and said her 
name. How strange. Millie 
should have known Mom. Millie 
gave my mother a slip of paper 
and motioned her forward. My 
mother’s decorum changed as she 
picked a line to stand in. Her face 
was solemn, and her head was held 
high.

When we got to the front of 
the line, she handed a man the 
slip of paper. We approached the 
telephone booth structure, and the 
curtains parted. Out stepped a man 
who politely smiled and tipped his 
hat at my mom and me. My moth-
er grabbed my hand and proceeded 
into the booth. I noticed that there 
was no telephone but instead, a 
contraption with lots of levers. 

Under my breath I repeatedly 
chanted Rule Number 2. DON’T 
TOUCH, DON’T TOUCH

I jumped straight up when the 
curtain slapped shut behind us. My 
mom proceeded to systematically 
pull down levers. With each lever, 
her lips became more straight-lined 
and the furrows between her brows 
deepened. She grabbed the large 
lever on the right and slapped it 
down with a pronounced thud. I bit 
my tongue so all those questions 
fighting to get out of my mouth 
would not escape. 

The curtain snapped open, and 
we were free to leave. My mother 

walked proudly towards the door, 
smiling and nodding at all she met. 

As we settled down in the front 
seat of the car, I literally exploded 
with a barrage of questions. Mom 
simply smiled and said the fol-
lowing in not so many words. She 
had just voted in an election. She 
used words like election, amend-
ment, privilege, honor, voice, and 
civic duty. She pointed out that 
“how a person voted was between 
themselves and their God and no 
one has the right to ask how they 
voted.” There’s Rule 4. As my 
eyes glazed over, she knew I had 
reached my limit and she told me 
that someday I would understand.

Flash forward thirteen years to 
the next time I entered a voting 
booth. My mother accompanied 
me that day and I could tell she 
was remembering the day she had 
me witness her voting. The impor-
tance and significance did not 
escape me.

Here’s The Thing: This past 
week millions of people exercised 
their right to vote. Mom would 
have been proud. I didn’t talk. I 
only touched what I needed to. 
There were no curtains to peak 
through. AND I didn’t ask anyone 
how they voted. I just smiled and 
held my head high and said under 
my breath, “I get it Mom.”

———
Editor’s Note: This is one of a series 

of articles and opinions written by a 
group of retired and current teachers 
— Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy 
Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. Their 
intent is to spur discussions at the din-
ner table and elsewhere. You may also 
voice your thoughts and reactions via 
The News-Banner’s letters to editor.

Kathy 
Schwartz

Reliving a moment in time that defined me

Gloria shares her favorite Thanksgiving recipes
Editor’s Note: This is the month of 

Thanksgiving and people are planning 
their menus, try these three favorite 
recipes. Gloria’s column will return in 
regular format next week!

THANKSGIVING SALAD 
1/2 head iceberg lettuce, chopped
1 head romaine lettuce, chopped
1/2 cup dried cranberries 
1 cup fried bacon bits
3/4 cup shredded mozzarella cheese 
3 cups of corn chips 
Dressing: 1/2 cup vinegar 1/2 cup 

mayo 1 1/2 cup vegetable oil 1 1/2 
cup sugar 1/4 cup prepared mustard 1 
small onion, chopped (opt) 1 teaspoon 
salt 1 1/2 teaspoon poppy seed black 
pepper to taste Toss salad ingredients 
and add desired amount of dressing 
just before serving. Yummy! 

 GLORIA’S TRADITIONAL 
AMISH PUMPKIN PIE

2 eggs, beaten
1 cup brown sugar
1 rounded tablespoon flour
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 cup milk
3 /4 cup cream

1 cup pumpkin
Instructions
 Mix sugar and flour together and 

blend in eggs.
Add remaining ingredients and 

pour into unbaked pie crust.
Bake at 400 for 10 minutes and 

then reduce temperature to to 350 and 
bake an additional 45 minutes until 
set.
GRANDMA’S BEST THANKSGIV-

ING STUFFING
1 loaf loaf of bread, cubed
1 /2 cup butter
1 /2 cup potatoes diced
½ cup carrots diced
1 cup chicken broth
1 1 /2 cup cooked chicken, chopped
1 cup celery chopped
1 /2 cup parsley cut fine
1 teaspoon chicken base
1 teaspoon salt
3 /4 teaspoon pepper

1 teaspoon onion salt
5 eggs
4 cups milk
1. Boil carrots and potatoes togeth-

er until tender. 
2. In a skillet toast bread cubes in 

butter until crisp (I like adding gener-
ous amount of seasoning salt or garlic 
salt).

3. Dump toasted bread cubes into a 
large bowl.

4. Add carrots, potatoes, chicken, 
broth, celery, parsley, and seasonings.

5. Beat eggs and milk in a separate 
bow then add to the rest.

 Put into a large roaster and bake at 
375 for 45 minutes or fry on top of the 
stove, stirring occasionally.

6. Leftovers can be refrigerated or 
frozen.

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

Keeping the 
backpacks filled
Thanks to volunteers from area 
churches and other groups the 
4-H Backpack program contin-
ues to provide food for many of 
the county’s children, who would 
go without food over the week-
end with out the food filled packs. 
One of the current packing crews 
was from the First Presbyterian 
Church’s mission committee and 
left to right are Sandy Garcia, 
Jan Babcock, Sue Smith, Jean 
Studabaker and George Bab-
cock. Also assisting was Mike 
Studabaker. (Photo provided)

Tree memorial for EMS paramedic
Friends and co-workers from the Bluffton Regional Medi-
cal Center Emergency Room and the former Wells Commu-
nity Hospital gathered at the Wells County EMS Headquarters 
Thursday afternoon to celebrate the life and service of EMS 
Paramedic Michael R. Benson, who passed away in August of 
2024. On hand for the placing of plaque beside a red sunset 
maple tree planted in honor of his 34 years of dedicated and 
caring service was his wife Linda (holding the plaque). Oth-
ers left to right included EMS Director Rick Piepenbrink, Jenny 
Esmond from the Emergency room staff, Steve Gerber from 
Outdoor Concepts, Linda Benson and EMS staff members 
Jennifer Meadows and Tyler Reidt. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Specializing in:
•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines
•	All	Inclusive	

Resorts

SPOTLIGHT
Put your 
business

in the

Call 824-0224

LIN’S LOCK &
 KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Commercial - Business 
Home - Industrial

Electronic Locks - Keypads 
Safes • Handicap openers 

Camera Surveillance

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

 Radio Controls
 1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

 Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

 CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Fort Wayne 
Village

Marketplace
This will be the 6th 

year for the Fort Wayne 
Village Marketplace at 
to be held at SportONE 
Parkview Fieldhouse.

Over 100 area shops 
will be set up on Friday 
and Saturday, Nov. 15 
and 16. Admission is 
$8 for those age 12 and 
above. Free parking will 
be offered at area park-
ing lots with shuttle ser-
vice to the fieldhouse. 

First Reformed Church hosts 
free Thanksgiving Dinner

Members of the First 
Reformed Church of Bluff-
ton will hold their 19th 
Annual Free Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner on 
Thanksgiving Day, Thurs-
day, Nov. 28. 

The free turkey dinner 
is open to church members 
and the community.

The meal will be avail-
able at the church, 301 West 

Cherry Street in Bluffton. 
A drive through will be 

available from 11 a.m. to 
noon only, dine in will be 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. by 
reservations only. Delivery 
available to those who need 
it. 

Please contact the church 
office at 824-3161 by 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, for 
reservations.

The Garri George Fam-
ily Singers will share their 
music during the worship 
service at Liberty Center 
Community Church on 
Sunday, Nov. 17, at 9:30 
a.m. 

Garri has been writing 

songs for over 30 years and 
has been performing music 
with his family since 1988.

A carry-in meal will fol-
low the service. The pub-
lic is invited to attend this 
inspirational service and 
carry-in meal.

Garri George Family Singers at LCCC

On the way to it’s final 
destination at the United 
States Capitol the National 
Christmas tree will visit in 
Fort Wayne on Saturday, 
Dec. 16, at Parkview Field 
from 4 to 7 p.m.

The tree is scheduled to 

arrive at 4:30 p.m. and pro-
gram activities will begin 
at 5 p.m. The free, family-
friendly event will feature 
music, food and other activi-
ties.

The tree was raised in 
Alaska’s National Forest.

Capitol Christmas tree to 
visit Fort Wayne Saturday
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219 E. Perry St. Blu� ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

SER&

Are you ready 
Here Comes Fall! 
CALL US!

Lower Your Bills 
Time to Service 

and Update 
Your Heating

System

1595 Harrison Plaza • Bluff ton, IN

A Purchase of $3500 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 10/31/2024

A Purchase of $4500 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 10/31/2024

$300 $500
off off

MARIACHI LOCO
     Mexican Grill & Bar
MARIACHI LOCOMARIACHI LOCO

Call for Carry-Out 260-827-0616

Southern Wells defenders Kyah Thomas (right) and Kenzie Paxson (middle) get in the face of 
Union Modoc’s Glory Ellis on a floater during a game at the Raider Dome. The Raiders def-
feated the Rockets 54-31 in the nonconference matchup. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

Raiders reach three-game 
win streak, crushes Rockets

By RYAN WALKER
PONETO — The Raiders just keep on 

winning.
For the third straight game, Southern 

Wells picked up a girls’ basketball victory, 
defeating the visiting Union Modoc Rock-
ets (1-2) 54-31 improving to 3-1 on the sea-
son.

The Raiders dominated the second half, 
and it was much needed. They struggled out 
to a 23-14 advantage to the locker room at 
the break with issues turning the ball over. 
The team made nine shots but several mis-
cues that kept the Rockets in the contest.

“I feel like the first half was probably the 
worst half of basketball we’ve played, to be 
honest,” Southern Wells head coach Kyle 
Penrod admitted. “I don’t have turnover 
numbers, but we probably had 15 in the first 
half, it felt like. We were generating those 
turnovers with our defense, but we were 
giving it right back instead of converting. 
We went in at halftime with 23 points and I 
felt like we could have 35 points.”

But while the Raiders were giving the 
ball away, their opponent would give it right 
back. They created 31 total turnovers in the 
game, and the Rockets struggled to keep the 
ball on their side of the court.

The only buckets in the first half for 
Southern Wells were two-point buckets and 
free throws. As rough as the opening half 
was though, the Raiders took care of the ball 
much better in the second.

The Raiders scored three straight layups 
to begin the third quarter from Ashlie 
Needler, Collena Reeves and Kaylee Davis. 
Then, Erika Beavans nailed the team’s first 
three. She followed that with another one 
toward the end of the quarter, and that gave 
them a 17-point edge and sparked a 12-4 
run.

“Those two shots (by Beavans), whatev-
er the cushion was, it extended it to where it 
was out off reach,” Penrod said.

The offensive turnovers became points, 
and the defensive side never let up to cruise 
away with the 23- point win.

Beavans led the Raiders with 12 points 
and also got help from guards Davis (nine) 
and Kaylea Coffel (eight), who took a few 
steals of their own for points.

Penrod’s quick and scrappy defense is 
taken advantage of mostly by the guards, 
and his focus has been on Coffel hustling to 
the rim. Before the game, he told his sopho-
more to run the floor with more intent and 
create some easy points. In the second half, 
she scored eight times on such plays and tal-
lied her eight points.

“Coffel had a good game,” Penrod said. 
“I was really happy with her because the 
first two games, she had been maybe a little 
hesitant to run and make plays. I told her 
today, ‘Get out and run, and we’re going to 
get it to you. Go score.’ That’s the best thing 
she brings to the team.”

Southern Wells outscored Union Modoc 
33-17 in the second half.

The Raiders will visit Lakeland Christian 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 15.

ryan@news-banner.com

SOUTHERN WELLS 54, UNION MODOC 31
At Southern Wells

UNION Modoc (1-2): Kenzy Ogden 6-10 2-3 13, Glory 
Ellis 5-15 1-6 11, 2-5 0-0 4, Addie Farmer 0-3 0-0 0, Gracie 
French 0-5 0-0 0, Leah Schmucker 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 
12-38 3-9 54.

SOUTHERN WELLS (3-1): Erika Beavans 5-8 0-0 12, 
Kaylee Davis 4-8 1-1 9, Kaylea Coffel 4-7 0-0 8, Aubree 
Meyer 2-3 0-0 4, Gracie Reeves 1-6 2-3 4, Collena Reeves 
1-2 1-1 3, Kenzie Paxson 1-5 2-2 3, Kyah Thomas 1-3 0-0 
2, Cadence Watkins 0-1 1-2 1, Callie Ripperger 0-4 0-0 0, 
Remi Holmes 0-1 0-0 0. TOTALS: 21-58 8-12 54.

Union           6     8    11    6  — 31
So. Wells    11   12   20   11 — 54
Three-point FG: Union Modoc: 1-9 (Ogden 1-2, Ellis 0-3, 

Farmer 0-2, French 0-1, Schmucker 0-1), Southern Wells: 
2-13 (Beavans 2-2, Davis 0-3, Meyer 0-1, Gracie Reeves 
0-3, Thomas 0-1, Ripperger 0-1, Holmes 0-1). Rebounds: 
Union Modoc: 29 (Ellis 12, French 6, Ogden 5, Schumucker 
3, Farmer 2, Schwartz 1), Southern Wells: 26 (Needler 10, 
Collena Reeves 4, Davis 3, Coffel 2, Ripperger 2, Paxson 2, 
Gracie Reeves 1, Watkins 1, Holmes 1). Turnovers:  Union 
Modoc: 31, Southern Wells: 21. Fouls: Union Modoc: 7, 
Southern Wells: 11. Fouled Out: None. Technicals: None.

JV: No game.

Bluffton’s Konley Ault (right) hustles to a loose ball to gain possession ahead of a Northfield 
defender during the first half of Tuesday night’s non-conference game in Bluffton. The Tigers 
improved to 2-0 on the season with a 76-42 win. (Photo by Chad Kline)

High School Calendar
WEDNESDAY, NOV 12
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, NOV 14
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, NOV 15
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Southern Wells at 

Lakeland Christian, 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY,  NOV 16
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at East 

Noble, 7:30 p.m.; Norwell at Northridge, 
2:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Eastbrook, 
7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING: (Girls only) Norwell Invitation-
al, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, NOV 18
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, NOV 19
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Bluffton at Mississ-

inewa 7:30 p.m.; Norwell at Homestead, 7:30 
p.m.

SWIMMING: (Girls only) Huntington North 
at Bluffton, 5:30 p.m.; Adams Central at Nor-
well, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOV 20
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, NOV 21
BOYS BASKETBALL: Randolph Southern 

at Southern Wells, 6 p.m.

Norwell snuck past Northrop 62-57 
in girls’ basketball at The Castle Tuesday 
night.

The Knights improved to 3-1 on the 
season, while the Bruins, who picked up 
receiving votes in the most recent IFBA 
Poll, fell to 1-1.

This was a big bounce back for Norwell, 
who recently fell to Warsaw at home over 
the weekend.

Vanessa Rosswurm scored 23 points and 
tallied five rebounds, four assists and three 
steals. Macie Saalfrank dropped 16 points, 
and Addison Norris went 4-7 from down-
town for 14 points.

Norwell’s next game will be at North-
ridge starting at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 16.

NORWELL 62, NORTHROP 57
At Norwell

NORTHROP (1-1): Swynn Jackson 8-13 2-4 24, Hala 
William-Thomas 5-20 3-5 13, Marion Wyss 3-8 0-0 9, Brilee 
Day 2-9 2-4 7, Alivia Rice 1-5 1-2 4, Jersey Webb 0-0 0-0 

0, Miracle O’Neal 0-0 
0-0 0. TOTALS: 19-55 
8-15 57.

NORWELL (3-1): 
Vanessa Rosswurm 
10-22 2-3 23, Macie 
Saalfrank 5-16 2-3 
16, Addison Norris 
5-10 0-0 14, Ashley 
Waldman 1-3 2-2 
5, Alivia Green 1-2 
2-2 4, Ryland Graft 
0-1 0-0 0, Haley Wil-
liamson 0-0 0-0 0, 
Mekynzi Beck 0-0 
0-0 0, Jada Dale 0-2 
0-0 0, Isabella Swineford 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 22-56 8-10 
62.

Northrop   22    15   10   10 — 57
Norwell     17    17   16   12 — 62
Three-point FG: Northrop: 11-28 (Jackson 6-9, Wyss 

3-6, Rice 1-3, Day 1-6, William-Thomas 0-4), Norwell 10-30 
(Norris 4-7, Saalfranl 4-12, Rosswurm 1-5, Waldman 1-3, 
Graft 0-1, Dale 0-2). Rebounds: Northrop: 49 (Rice 11, 
William-Thomas 10, Jackson 5, Day 4, Wyss 2, Webb 1, 
O’Neal 1), Norwell 25 (Rosswurm 5, Green 4, Norris 2, 
Waldman 2, Saalfrank 2, Beck 2). Turnovers: Northrop: 25, 
Norwell 14. Fouls: Northrop: 13, Norwell 16. Fouled Out: 
None. Technicals: None.

JV: Not sent.
Freshman: 41-37 Norwell.

Knights get bounce back victory, 
take down Bruins at The Castle

By ANDREW FEEBACK
Statistically speaking, it wasn’t the pretti-

est of wins for the Bluffton Tiger basketball 
team Tuesday night. 

The final score was much more to their 
liking, however, as they defeated the visit-
ing Northfield Norsemen by the score of 
76-42. 

“When everybody asked me today, I 
didn’t really say what we were going to 
get offensively, because I didn’t really 
know how that would go,” coach Doug 
Curtis said. “We were going to try and 
push tempo and do what we always do, but 
I knew it wouldn’t be like Saturday. That 
was a team we didn’t have to worry about, 
and this was a team we did have to worry 
about. What I was telling them was what I 
thought the difference in the game should 
be, and I was pretty happy with the point 
spread.” 

The Tigers (2-0) were fresh off a 99-point 
outburst three nights earlier against Fort 
Wayne Canterbury, though as Curtis men-
tioned, this game was against a tougher 
opponent. 

Bluffton was never really threatened in 
this one, but Northfield (1-2) stayed close 
for a while, drawing within 25-18 mid-
way through the second frame. The Tigers 
gradually began to pull away from that 
point, leading 42-23 at halftime and eventu-
ally pushing the lead over 30 points in the 
fourth. 

Isabella Stout topped the Tigers with 23 
points, while freshman Khloe Dick added 
21. Konley Ault chipped in 10 in spite of 
what felt like an off-game for her. 

“Konley struggled a bit tonight, so 
Khloe Dick stepped up and had a big 
night,” Curtis said. “That’s what’s going 
to happen for us. We’ve got three really 
good, driving perimeter players between 
Bella, Konley and Khloe. If we can get 
two of those going, and we did tonight, 
we’ll be fine.” 

Northfield didn’t get much outside of 
Elliott Baker, who led all scorers with 24 
points. 

Bluffton was 26-65 from the field for 
40%, including 6-19 from beyond the arc. 

Northfield was 13-8 overall and 1-12 from 
deep. 

A textbook early-season basketball game 
will often have a lot of whistles and very 
little flow. That was certainly the case in this 
one, with the teams combining for 39 fouls 
and 53 free throws attempts. 

While Curtis was glad to see his team get 
to the free throw line 28 times, he wants to 
see them cut back on the fouls. 

“We have to continue to work on our 
defense,” he said. “One thing I wasn’t happy 
with tonight, we reached too much. That 
might be the only thing I was really disap-
pointed in. We didn’t shoot the three very 
well, but we’re not going to shoot it great 
every game.”

“We’ve just got to continue to improve at 
the little things,” he continued. “It’s only the 
second game, and we didn’t get much of a 
challenge in the first game. This was better, 
a step up, and then Saturday is going to be a 
big step up.” 

The Tigers will travel to East Noble Sat-
urday night. 

Bluffton also won the junior varsity game 
43-27. Kamryn Ault had 15 points. Madelyn 
Funk added seven, while Isla Gibson, Grace 
Fry, Addison Kauffman and Krista Blair 
each had four. 

sports@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 76,
NORTHFIELD 42

At Bluffton
NORTHFIELD (1-2): Elliott Baker 8-15 7-8 24, Camryn 

Kuhn 0-7 0-0 0, Callie Hoffman 0-3 1-4 1, Laney Haupert 
1-13 2-4 4, Ayla Dale 0-1 0-0 0, Teagan Baer 3-6 3-5 9, 
Emma Wilson 0-0 0-0 0, Emily Miller 0-0 2-2 2, Millie Hig-
gins 0-1 0-0 0, Faith Krom 1-1 0-0 2, Ali Copeland 0-1 0-0 
0. TOTALS: 13-48 15-25 42.

BLUFFTON (1-3): Khloe Dick 8-16 2-2 21, Isabella 
Stout 7-18 8-12 23, Konley Ault 3-10 4-6 10, Marly Drayer 
0-0 0-0 0, Maryn Schreiber 2-7 0-0 4, Tressa Renner 1-5 
1-2 3, Madyson Sonnigsen 2-4 2-4 8, Madelyn Funk 0-0 
0-0 0, Sophie Eisenhut 1-3 1-2 3, Isla Gibson 1-1 0-0 2, 
Kamryn Ault 1-1 0-0 2. TOTALS: 26-65 18-28 76.
Northfield  13  10    12   7  —  42
Bluffton  19  23  14  20 — 76

Three-point Field Goals: Northfield 1-12 (Baker 1-3, 
Haupert 0-5, Kuhn 0-4), Bluffton 6-19 (Dick 3-9, Son-
nigsen 2-4, Stout 1-3, Renner 0-2, Ault 0-1). Rebounds: 
Northfield 29 (Baer 7, Baker 5, Hoffman 5, Haupert 3, 
Kuhn 3, Miller 2, Krom 2, Higgins 1, Copeland 1), Bluffton 
43 (Schreiber 11, Stout 8, Sonnigsen 6, Eisenhut 6, Ault 
4, Dick 3, Renner 3, Drayer 2). Turnovers: Northfield 24, 
Bluffton 13. Fouls: Northfield 18, Bluffton 21. Fouled out: 
None. Technicals: None.

JV: Bluffton 43, Northfield 27. 

Tigers top Norsemen, notch 
second win with another 
strong offensive output



FOOTBALL
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Buffalo	 8	 2	 0	 .800	 290	193
Miami	 3	 6	 0	 .333	 147	202
N.Y. Jets	 3	 7	 0	 .300	 177	214
New England	3	 7	 0	 .300	 160	220

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Houston	 6	 4	 0	 .600	 224	226
Indianapolis	 4	 6	 0	 .400	 208	223
Tennessee	 2	 7	 0	 .222	 157	240
Jacksonville	2	 8	 0	 .200	 202	264

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Pittsburgh	 7	 2	 0	 .778	 215	146
Baltimore	 7	 3	 0	 .700	 318	253
Cincinnati	 4	 6	 0	 .400	 270	262
Cleveland	 2	 7	 0	 .222	 148	213

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Kansas City	9	 0	 0	 1.000	 219	161
L.A. Chargers	6	3	 0	 .667	 186	118
Denver	 5	 5	 0	 .500	 197	177
Las Vegas	 2	 7	 0	 .222	 168	251

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Philadelphia	7	 2	 0	 .778	 233	161
Washington	 7	 3	 0	 .700	 290	217
Dallas	 3	 6	 0	 .333	 177	259
N.Y. Giants	 2	 8	 0	 .200	 156	222

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Atlanta	 6	 4	 0	 .600	 238	236
Tampa Bay	 4	 6	 0	 .400	 279	266
Carolina	 3	 7	 0	 .300	 167	310
New Orleans	3	 7	 0	 .300	 227	246

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Detroit	 8	 1	 0	 .889	 284	171
Minnesota	 7	 2	 0	 .778	 221	157
Green Bay	 6	 3	 0	 .667	 230	194
Chicago	 4	 5	 0	 .444	 175	167

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Arizona	 6	 4	 0	 .600	 238	220
San Francisco	5	4	 0	 .556	 233	202
L.A. Rams	 4	 5	 0	 .444	 185	217
Seattle	 4	 5	 0	 .444	 210	221

Thursday’s Games
Baltimore 35, Cincinnati 34

Sunday’s Games
Carolina 20, N.Y. Giants 17, OT, 

Munich, DEU
Buffalo 30, Indianapolis 20
Kansas City 16, Denver 14
Minnesota 12, Jacksonville 7
New England 19, Chicago 3
New Orleans 20, Atlanta 17
Pittsburgh 28, Washington 27
San Francisco 23, Tampa Bay 20
L.A. Chargers 27, Tennessee 17
Arizona 31, N.Y. Jets 6
Philadelphia 34, Dallas 6
Detroit 26, Houston 23
Open: Cleveland, Las Vegas, Green 

Bay, Seattle
Monday’s Games

Miami 23, L.A. Rams 15
Thursday, Nov. 14

Thursday Night Football: Washington 
at Philadelphia, 8:15 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 17
Baltimore at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Detroit, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at New England, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Miami, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Sunday Night Football: Indianapolis 

at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Atlanta at Denver, 4:05 p.m.
Seattle at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
Kansas City at Buffalo, 4:25 p.m.
Cincinnati at L.A. Chargers, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Arizona, Carolina, N.Y. Giants, 

Tampa Bay
Monday, Nov. 18

Monday Night Football: Houston at 
Dallas, 8:15 p.m.

BASKETBALL
High School

Tuesday Girls’ Scores
Alexandria 65, Delta 45
Anderson Prep Academy 49, Muncie 

Burris 47
Andrean 49, Portage 27
Argos 40, Triton 38
Attica 47, Frontier 19
Avon 80, Terre Haute North 32
Bedford N. Lawrence 57, Blooming-

ton North 42
Bellmont 71, Ft. Wayne Concordia 44
Bloomington Home 41, Washington 

Catholic 28
Bloomington South 60, Edgewood 35
Bluffton 76, Northfield 42
Borden 58, Christian Academy 26
Cascade 74, Speedway 48
Cass 33, Manchester 30
Castle 58, Gibson Southern 32
Center Grove 54, Greenfield 37
Centerville 54, Blue River Valley 46
Central Christian 61, Horizon Chris-

tian 31
Clarksville 56, Crothersville 22
Clay City 42, Cloverdale 25
Columbia City 54, W. Noble 7
Columbus North 50, Mooresville 31
Corydon 63, S. Central (Elizabeth) 40
Covenant Christian High School 49, 

Indpls Shortridge 40
Crawford Co. 64, Salem 20
Culver Academy 41, Tippecanoe 

Valley 34
DeKalb 61, Ft. Wayne North 47
DeMotte Christian 46, Whiting 32
E. Central 52, Franklin Co. 26
E. Noble 47, Ft. Wayne Dwenger 40
Eastside 62, Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 42
Elkhart 57, Concord 28
Elwood 53, Frankfort 18
Evansville Christian 57, Evansville 10
Evansville Reitz 78, Evansville 

Bosse 9
Fairfield 45, Wawasee 40
Faith Christian 68, Traders Point 

Christian 18
Fountain Central 32, Clinton Central 

26
Frankton 51, Hamilton Hts. 37
Fremont 62, Lakewood Park 44

Ft. Wayne Snider 51, Huntington 
North 40

Ft. Wayne Wayne 77, Blackford 8
Garrett 65, Heritage 35
Glenn 52, New Prairie 14
Greensburg 68, N. Decatur 36
Henryville 55, Rock Creek Academy 

10
Heritage Hills 60, Evansville Mater 

Dei 30
Illiana Christian High School 41, Mor-

gan Twp. 26
Indpls Cathedral 55, Brebeuf Jesuit 

Preparatory Academy 32
Indpls Herron 57, Indpls Tindley 43
Indpls Park Tudor 55, Monrovia 50
Indpls Pike 78, Lafayette Harrison 26
Indpls Tech 48, Indpls Washington 13
Jay Co. 60, Ft. Wayne South 40
Jeffersonville 71, Jasper 55
Jimtown 40, Bethany Christian 39
Kokomo 54, W. Lafayette 31
Kouts 46, Hobart 42
Lafayette Central Catholic High 

School 59, Logansport 32
Lakeland (IN) 36, Goshen 22
Leo 43, Churubusco 39
Loogootee 55, Eastern (Greene) 29
Lowell 50, River Forest 18
Madison Shawe 68, Jac-Cen-Del 41
McCutcheon 66, Clinton Prairie 24
Monroe Central 51, Daleville 35
N. Central (Farmersburg) 58, N. 

Daviess 31
N. Judson 70, S. Central (Union 

Mills) 32
N. Knox 46, Dubois 38
N. Montgomery 48, Eminence 27
N. Putnam 59, Crawfordsville 35
N. Vermillion 60, Southmont 59
Noblesville 56, Indpls Chatard 45
NorthWood 54, S. Bend Adams 47
Northeastern 57, Muncie Central 37
Northwestern 57, Delphi 56
Norwell 62, Ft. Wayne Northrop 57
Oak Hill 47, Lapel 36
Oregon-Davis 49, S. Bend Trinity 26
Owen Valley 52, Greencastle 36
Parke Heritage 66, S. Putnam 30
Pendleton Hts. 59, New Castle 20
Peru 44, Caston 33
Plainfield 63, Brownsburg 42
Plymouth 62, Mishawaka Marian 36
S. Dearborn 70, Switzerland Co. 

65, 2OT
S. Ripley 67, Milan 37
Shelbyville 58, Waldron 38
Shenandoah 65, Hagerstown 12
Sheridan 53, Lebanon 30
South Knox 62, Washington 44
Southern Wells 54, Union (Modoc) 31
Southridge 43, Princeton 35
Southwood 48, Pioneer 43
Sullivan 80, Bloomfield 13
Terre Haute South 33, W. Vigo 15
Tri 71, Morristown 36
Tri-West 48, Indpls Perry Meridian 33
Warren Central 50, Decatur Central 

42
Western 41, Mississinewa 37
Westview 29, Prairie Heights 14
Westville 56, Bremen 43
White River Valley 91, Bloomington 

Lighthouse 13
Whiteland 45, Beech Grove 41
Whitko 63, Central Noble 54
Winamac 45, N. Newton 13
Yorktown 64, Guerin Catholic High 

School 53

College
Men’s Scores

Tuesday, Nov. 12
EAST

Army 101, Mount St. Mary 48
Penn St. 92, St. Francis (Pa.) 62
Syracuse 74, Colgate 72

SOUTH
Clemson 75, E. Kentucky 62
Florida St. 72, Tarleton St. 52
Georgia 90, North Florida 77
Georgia Tech 81, Texas Southern 

62
Mississippi 64, South Alabama 54
Mississippi St. 80, SE Louisiana 59
South Carolina 80, Towson 54
UCF 100, FAU 94

MIDWEST
Bradley 85, UTSA 72
Cleveland St. 75, Valparaiso 67
Fort Wayne 91, Bethune-Cookman 

69
IUPUI 97, Goshen 55
Illinois St. 85, Ohio 75
Iowa 96, South Dakota 77
Kansas 77, Michigan St. 69
Miami (Ohio) 88, Md.-Eastern 

Shore 70
N. Illinois 79, Monmouth (NJ) 66
Northwestern 83, Ill.-Chicago 74
SIU-Edwardsville 77, Indiana St. 72
Xavier 94, Jackson St. 57

SOUTHWEST
Baylor 104, Sam Houston St. 67
TCU 76, Texas St. 71
Texas 105, Chicago St. 58

FAR WEST
Boise St. 100, Corban 65
Colorado St. 74, Denver 65

Women’s Scores 
SOUTH

LSU 117, Charleston Southern 44
S. Indiana 82, Murray St. 75

MIDWEST
Valparaiso 81, Trolls 40

SOUTHWEST
SMU 72, W. Michigan 44

NBA
Tuesday’s Games

Orlando 114, Charlotte 89
Atlanta 117, Boston 116
Detroit 123, Miami 121, OT
New York 111, Philadelphia 99
Milwaukee 99, Toronto 85
Phoenix at Utah, late
Dallas at Golden State, late
Minnesota at Portland, late

Wednesday’s Games
Indiana at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Chicago at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland at Philadelphia, 7:30 

p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

Tuesday’s Games
Winnipeg 6, N.Y. Rangers 3
Ottawa 3, Toronto 0
New Jersey 4, Florida 1
Boston 3, St. Louis 2
N.Y. Islanders at Edmonton, late
Calgary at Vancouver, late
Columbus at Seattle, late.

Wednesday’s Games
Detroit at Pittsburgh, 7:30 p.m.
Toronto at Washington, 7:30 p.m.
Carolina at Utah, 9 p.m.
Los Angeles at Colorado, 10 p.m.
Vegas at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
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News-Banner Scoreboard

By ANDREW SELIGMAN 
AP Sports Writer

The Chicago Bears fired offensive coor-
dinator Shane Waldron on Tuesday, hop-
ing to shake up a unit that ranks among the 
worst in the NFL.

Offensive passing game coordinator 
Thomas Brown was promoted to offensive 
coordinator.

The moves come with the Bears (4-5) 
mired in a three-game losing streak and the 
offense in a free fall after an offseason over-
haul highlighted by the arrival of Caleb Wil-
liams with the No. 1 overall draft pick.

Coach Matt Eberflus said Monday that 
changes were coming in the wake of a 19-3 
loss to New England at Soldier Field, though 
he wasn’t ready yet to announce them. He 
said the decision on whether to retain his 
offensive coordinator would be “mine alone.”

“After evaluating our entire operation, I 
decided that it is in the best interest of our 
team to move in a different direction with 
the leadership of our offense. This decision 

was well-thought-out, one that was conduct-
ed deliberately and respectfully,” Eberflus 
said Tuesday in a statement. “I would like to 
thank Shane for his efforts and wish him the 
best moving forward.

“Thomas is a bright offensive mind who 
has experience calling plays with a collab-
orative mindset. I look forward to his lead-
ership over our offensive coaching staff and 
his plan for our players,” Eberflus said.

Waldron lasted just nine games. He was 
hired in January to replace Luke Getsy, who 
was let go after two seasons. Getsy was sub-
sequently hired as the Las Vegas Raiders’ 
offensive coordinator and fired in November.

The Bears rank 30th in the NFL in total 
offense and 24th in scoring. Chicago has 
gone without a touchdown in back-to-
back games for the first time since 2004. 
It’s been 23 consecutive possessions with-
out a TD for the Bears since they scored 
in the final minute at Washington in Week 
8, when they lost on a Hail Mary pass by 
Jayden Daniels.

By EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Writer

Undefeated Oregon stayed on top in 
the second batch of College Football Play-
off rankings, while Tuesday’s poll shoved 
Georgia completely out of the bracket after 
its lopsided loss to Mississippi.

Led by the Ducks, then Ohio State, the 
Big Ten captured four of the top five spots 
— a string interrupted only by Texas of the 
Southeastern Conference, which was slotted 
in at No. 3 and would receive a first-round 
bye.

Georgia’s 28-10 loss to Ole Miss dropped 
the Bulldogs from third to all the way to 
12th, but they would be the first team out 
because No. 13 Boise State of the Mountain 
West would receive an automatic bid and 
the final spot in the 12-team bracket as the 
fifth-best conference champion.

BYU was ranked sixth, but would 
receive a first-round bye as the Big 12’s 
champion if it wins out.

Those byes go to the four highest-ranked 
conference champions, meaning Miami of 
the Atlantic Coast Conference would get a 
pass into the quarterfinals per this week’s 
version of the bracket despite a loss to Geor-
gia Tech that dropped the Hurricanes five 
spots to No. 9.

The other ranked teams: No. 4 Penn 
State, No. 5 Indiana, No. 7 Tennessee, No. 
8 Notre Dame, No. 10 Alabama and No. 11 
Ole Miss.

The CFP committee releases rankings 
every week, closing on Dec. 8 with the final 
poll that will determine the official pair-
ings. College football’s first 12-team playoff 
begins with first-round games Dec. 20-21 
and concludes with the title game on Jan. 
20.

Much of the hand-wringing this week 
had to do with Georgia’s nine-spot drop in 

the rankings and its ouster from the bracket. 
Yes, the Bulldogs have two losses, but they 
also have what is widely regarded as the 
toughest schedule in the country. It wouldn’t 
seem right, though, if they were ranked 
ahead of Ole Miss after last Saturday’s beat-
down.

“Both Alabama and Ole Miss beat them 
head-to-head,” said Michigan athletic direc-
tor Warde Manuel, who chairs the selection 
committee. “As we went through the rank-
ings and looked at everyone, they obviously 
fell to 12, but it’s based on who won in front 
of them, head-to-head and everything we 
look at in terms of body of work.”

Both the SEC and Big Ten placed four 
teams in the projected Week 2 bracket.

Undefeated Army of the American Ath-
letic Conference moved up one spot to No. 
24 — still behind three teams with three 
losses — while Colorado came in at No. 17. 
Coach Deion Sanders’ Buffaloes can earn 
a spot in the Big 12 title game by winning 
their next two games.

Projected first-round matchups
First-round games will take place on the 

campus of the better-seeded team. Here’s 
what the matchups would look like based on 
this week’s rankings (teams listed by seed, 
not ranking):

No. 12 Boise State at No. 5 Ohio State: 
The Buckeyes could still get a chance to 
avenge their one-point loss to Oregon in the 
Big Ten title game.

No. 11 Ole Miss at No. 6 Penn State: 
Rivalry brewing? The Rebels beat the Nit-
tany Lions 38-25 in the 2023 Peach Bowl.

No. 10 Alabama at No. 7 Indiana: Ala-
bama has 77 bowl appearances; Indiana has 
13.

No. 9 Notre Dame at No. 8 Tennessee: 
The programs have split eight meetings. 
Notre Dame won the last one in 2005.

By PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA (AP) — Hunter Dickinson 
scored 28 points and Bill Self became the 
winningest coach in Kansas history as the 
top-ranked Jayhawks pulled away from 
Michigan State for a 77-69 victory in the 
Champions Classic on Tuesday night.

Spartans forward Jaxon Kohler hit a 
3-pointer to tie the game at 52 with just 
under nine minutes remaining. KJ Adams 
Jr. hit a pair of free throws to put Kansas 
(3-0) ahead to stay.

Self improved to 591-143 in his 22nd 
season coaching the Jayhawks, pushing 
him past Phog Allen’s mark of 590-219 in 
39 seasons on the Kansas sideline.

Frankie Fidler led Michigan State 
(2-1) with 15 points.

The Jayhawks posted their second 
straight win over one of the nation’s 
prominent programs, following up a 
92-89 win over No. 10 North Carolina.

Takeaways
Kansas: After missing 15 straight shots 

from the field, Kansas ripped off a 14-2 

run that turned an 18-16 deficit into a 
30-20 lead.

Michigan State: The Spartans couldn’t 
overcome a tough shooting night, espe-
cially from beyond the arc. They made 
just 3 of 24 from 3-point range.

Key moment
Dajuan Harris Jr. gave the Jayhawks 

some breathing room when he laid one 
in off a fast break, drew a foul and com-
pleted the three-point play for a 68-59 
lead with 4:25 to go. After tumbling to 
the court, Harris remained on his back 
for a few seconds, clapping furious-
ly. He finished with 11 points and six 
assists.

Key stats
The 7-foot-2 Dickinson made 13 of 

21 shots from the field, including his 
only 3-point attempt, and grabbed 12 
rebounds. He also had three steals and a 
block at the defensive end.

Up next
Kansas returns home Saturday to face 

Oakland. Michigan State hosts Bowling 
Green on Saturday.

Kansas Jayhawks beat Michigan 
State in Champions Classic

Oregon tops Week 2 College 
Football Playoff rankings and 
Georgia drops out of the bracket

Free-falling Bears fire offensive 
coordinator Shane Waldron
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Navigating social 
exclusion as a widow

Dear Reader: Many of you wrote 
in regarding the newly widowed 
woman who stopped receiving invita-
tions to couples’ gatherings. A great 
number of you shared similar expe-
riences. Below are a few letters that 
reflect this.

Dear Widowing: The invisibility 
you feel often grows in proportion 
to how insecure other women are. 
If they perceive you as attractive or 
as a threat to their marriages, you’ll 
quickly find yourself being treated 
as if you don’t exist. This happens to 
newly divorced women as well.

After my husband left me for 
someone else, our mutual friends 
stopped inviting me to their gath-
erings — only inviting him. One 
woman, “Sophie,” came to my dental 
practice with her boys for treatment. 
After I finished their procedures, she 
started showing me photos of a party 
she’d hosted the previous weekend.

I casually asked if my ex had been 
invited, and she replied, “yes.” At 
that moment, I charged her the full 
price for the treatment and told her 
how cruel her actions were. I also 
informed her to find another practi-
tioner.

It felt really good to stand up for 
myself! I never saw her again, but 
her boys were clearly shocked by her 
behavior. — Left Out

Dear Annie: I read the letter from 
the woman who was recently wid-
owed and dinner invitations from 
friends suddenly stopped. One of the 
reasons that the invitations stopped 
is that she, whether or not she knows 

it, has become 
a threat to the 
other marriages. 
The women are 
concerned that 
she will “go 
after their hus-
bands.”

I have been 
a widow for 
over 30 years. 
A friend of mine, 
“Jane,” was told by another friend, 
“Mary,” that she was surprised 
that Jane was still being my friend. 
Wasn’t she worried that I would go 
after her husband? It happened to me. 
I think you missed giving the writer a 
realistic reason for the drop in invita-
tions. — Been There

Dear Annie: Unfortunately, single/
widowed women are often excluded 
from most couple activities. In our 
society, women without a partner 
are seen as a threat. If the shoe were 
reversed, her husband would have all 
kinds of invitations, instructions, etc.

Life is not fair, but it is what it is.
I would encourage any widow to 

create a new life. — Been There, Too
“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 

Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidelity, 
communication and reconciliation 
— is available as a paperback and 
e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

Children’s asks 
often lead to the 

truth of the Gospel

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | November 9 - 15, 2024    | 13 Wednesday prime time

11/13 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

700 Club 
Interactive 

Life Today 
with 

Robert
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Founda-
tion 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Survivor (N) The Summit "The Snowline" (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Blue Bloods "Cutting 
Losses" 

Blue Bloods "The 
Enemy of My Enemy" 

Blue Bloods "Ghosts of 
the Past" 

Blue Bloods "Out of the 
Blue" 

Blue Bloods "The 
Forgotten" 

Blue Bloods "Brushed 
Off" 

Blue Bloods "Common 
Ground" 

Blue Bloods "Pick Your 
Poison" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Bachelorette "Finale Part 2 and After 
the Final Rose" (SF) (N) 

Abbott (N) What Would You Do?
(N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Chicago Med "Family 
Matters" (N) 

Chicago Fire 
"Untouchable" (N) 

Chicago P.D.
"Contrition" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline "Down the 
Basement Stairs" 

Dateline "A Promise to 
Gloria" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 

News (N) 
Sullivan's Crossing (N) Inside the NFL Week 10

(N) 
Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
NOVA "Decoding the 
Universe: Quantum" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

LIFE Ahead
(N) 

Nature "Lions of the 
Skeleton Coast" (N) 

NOVA "Building Stuff: 
Boost It!" (N) 

Secrets of the Dead (N) Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Nature "Lions of the 
Skeleton Coast" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
NOVA "Decoding the 
Universe: Quantum" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Nature "Lions of the 
Skeleton Coast" (N) 

NOVA "Building Stuff: 
Boost It!" (N) 

Secrets of the Dead (N) Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Nature "Lions of the 
Skeleton Coast" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang The Masked Singer (N) The Floor (N) FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
The Rookie "The Naked 
and the Dead" 

Castle "Law & Boarder" Castle "Veritas" Castle "For Better or 
Worse" 

Castle "Driven" (:05) Castle "Montreal" (:05) Castle "Clear & 
Present Danger" 

Castle "For Better or 
Worse" 

FX 24 132 136 148 (4:30) <++ Bad Boys for Life (‘20) Will Smith. <++ Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbs & Shaw (‘19) Dwayne Johnson. <++ The Equalizer 2 (‘18) Pedro Pascal, Denzel Washington. Movie 

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E! 26 142 114 236 
The Office The Office The Office The Office

"Money" 
The Office
"Money" 

The Office
"Local Ad" 

The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office E! News
(N) 

The Office The Office
"Job Fair" 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT 30 241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ John Wick: Chapter 2 (2017, Action) Common,
Laurence Fishburne, Keanu Reeves. 

Yellowstone "Episode 
9" 

<+++ John Wick: Chapter 3 -- 
Parabellum (‘19) Keanu Reeves. 

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) NBA (L) (N) Courtside /(:45) Basketball New Orleans Pelicans at Oklahoma 

City Thunder From Paycom Center in Oklahoma City. 
(:05) NBA Basketball Memphis Grizzlies at Los Angeles Lakers
From Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. (L) (N) 

(:35) 
SportsC. 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) Around (N) Pardon (N) College Football Teams TBA (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportCtr NFL Live 

FSMW 33 418 671 
(4:00) NHL Hockey Golf Life Pregame

(L) (N) 
NBA Basketball Indiana Pacers at Orlando Magic From Kia 
Center in Orlando, Fla. (L) (N) 

Postgame (L) (N) /(:45) NBA Basketball Indiana Pacers at 
Orlando Magic From Kia Center in Orlando, Fla. 

United Fight UFA 397: 
Shamrock FC 356 

USA 34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Brothel" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Missing" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Assumptions" 

Law & Order: SVU "The 
Darkest Journey Home" 

Law & Order: SVU "At 
Midnight in Manhattan" 

Law-SVU "Can't Be Held 
Accountable" 

Law-SVU "Must Be Held 
Accountable" 

Law-SVU "Guardians 
and Gladiators" 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
Expedition "Search for 
Pan Am's Clipper" 

Expedition "The 
Bootlegger's Millions" 

Expedition Unknown Expedition "America's 
First Train Robbers" 

Expedition Unknown
(N) 

Monster "Cave Dragon 
of Arkansas" (N) 

Mystery at Blind Frog 
Ranch (N) 

Expedition "America's 
First Train Robbers" 

TLC 36 73 183 280 Crack Addicts Crack Addicts Dr. Mercy Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple "Leaky Legs" Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper 

HIST 38 77 120 269 
American Pickers 
"Baron of the Skies" 

American Pickers
"Picking Against Time" 

American Pickers "The 
Eyes Have It" 

American Pickers
"Carnival Cash Out" 

Pickers "Pickin' Wall-to-
Wall" (N) 

(:05) Forged in Fire (N) (:05) American Pickers
"Tough as Nails" 

(:05) American Pickers 
"Pickin' Wall-to-Wall" 

A&E 39 134 118 265 Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Fugitives Fugitives CourtCam CourtCam CourtCam CourtCam 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < The Sweetest 
Christmas 

< Christmas Made to Order (‘18, Rom) Jonathan 
Bennett, Jo Marie Payton-Noble, Alexa PenaVega. 

Finding Mr. Christmas Finding Mr. Christmas < Haul Out the Holly (2022, Comedy) Wes Brown,
Stephen Tobolowsky, Lacey Chabert. 

< My Christmas Family 
Tree Aimee Teegarden. 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(3:15) < 
Olympus ... 

(:45) <++ London Has Fallen (2016, Action)
Aaron Eckhart, Morgan Freeman, Gerard Butler. 

(:45) <+++ Lethal Weapon (1987, Action) Danny Glover, Gary 
Busey, Mel Gibson. 

(:15) <+++ Lethal Weapon 2 (1989, Action) Danny Glover, Joe 
Pesci, Mel Gibson. 

(:45) < 
You're Next 

TBS 43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (L) (N) Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <+++ Ready Player One (2018, Sci-Fi)
Olivia Cooke, Ben Mendelsohn, Tye Sheridan. 

NHL on 
TNT (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Detroit Red Wings at Pittsburgh Penguins From 
PPG Paints Arena in Pittsburgh. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Los Angeles Kings at Colorado Avalanche From Ball Arena in 
Denver. (L) (N) 

AMC 45 131 254 
(4:00) <+++ Tombstone (1993, Western) Val 
Kilmer, Michael Biehn, Kurt Russell. 

<+++ The Green Mile (1999, Drama) David Morse, Michael Clarke Duncan, Tom Hanks. <++ U.S. Marshals (1998, Action) Wesley Snipes, 
Robert Downey Jr., Tommy Lee Jones. 

COM 47 107 249 Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Daily Show FamilyGuy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
Speak Joy Taylor, Keyshawn Johnson and Paul 
Pierce discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

College Basketball Le Moyne at Connecticut From 
XL Center in Hartford, Conn. (L) (N) 

College Basketball Houston Christian at Creighton
From CHI Health Center in Omaha, Neb. (L) (N) 

NFL Films 
Presents 

NFL Films 
Presents 

TMZ 
Sports 

College 
Basketball 

WGN 53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE 57 128 260 NCIS "Witness" NCIS "Caught on Tape" NCIS "Pop Life" NCIS NCIS "Bikini Wax" NCIS NCIS "Red Cell" NCIS "Hometown Hero" 

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Diners, Drive (N) Guy's Grocery Games Grocery "Guy's Guys" Diners "DDD-elicious" 
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 Real Housewives Real Housewives Housewives SLC Housewives SLC Housewives SLC (N) WatchWhat (:45) Housewives SLC Housewives/Potomac 
NICK 68 170 299 Rock Paper Loud House Loud House Max Max (N) Slimetime SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Big City Bluey "Grannies; Yoga Ball; Calypso" Big City Big City /(:05) < Zombies 2 (:40) Place (:05) Place Jessie Jessie Jessie ZOMBIES ZOMBIES 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(3:00) < 
Enchanted 

<++ Maleficent: Mistress of Evil (2019, Fantasy) Elle 
Fanning, Harris Dickinson, Angelina Jolie. 

(:05) <++ Ghostbusters: Afterlife (2021, Comedy) Finn Wolfhard, Mckenna 
Grace, Carrie Coon. 

The 700 Club Boy Meets 
World 

Boy Meets 
World 

HBO  301 300 501 
(:55) My Brilliant Friend: 
Story of the Lost Child 

(:05) The Penguin (:15) <+++ The Hangover (2009, Comedy) Ed 
Helms, Zach Galifianakis, Bradley Cooper. 

Breath of Fire (N) The 
Franchise 

Breath of Fire Breath of Fire The 
Penguin 

MAX  325 310 515 
(3:05) < Last 
Emperor 

(:45) <++ Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps (2010, Drama)
Shia LaBeouf, Josh Brolin, Michael Douglas. 

<++ Black Christmas (‘19) Aleyse 
Shannon, Imogen Poots. 

(:35) <++ The Amityville Horror
(‘79) Margot Kidder, James Brolin. 

(:05) <++ Cabin Fever (‘02) James 
DeBello, Rider Strong, Jordan Ladd. 

(:35) < Cabin 
Fever 2: S... 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:30) <+++ Seabiscuit 
(‘03) Tobey Maguire. 

<+++ My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy) Marisa 
Tomei, Ralph Macchio, Joe Pesci. 

<++++ Goodfellas (1990, Crime Story) Ray Liotta, Joe Pesci,
Robert De Niro. 

<++++ Unforgiven (1992, Western) Gene 
Hackman, Morgan Freeman, Clint Eastwood. 

(:40) <+++ 
Talk to Me 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(3:35) < 
Irena's Vow 

(:35) <+++ Foxcatcher (2014, Docu-Drama) Channing Tatum,
Mark Ruffalo, Steve Carell. 

<++ 54 (‘98) Salma Hayek Pinault, 
Neve Campbell, Ryan Phillippe. 

(:35) <+++ Born to Be Blue (‘15)
Carmen Ejogo, Ethan Hawke. 

(:15) < Unidentified Objects (‘22, Sci-Fi) Matthew 
August Jeffers, Roy Abramsohn, Sarah Hay. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Is it wise to 
let children go to com-
munion? It is way over 
the heads of kids; in 
fact, it’s over the heads 
of most adults and can 
even seem gory. – C.C.

Answer: A little 
girl, seeing a cross on 
the communion table, 
asked, “Mama, what’s 
that plus sign over the 
table?” Questions chil-
dren ask often lead them 
to the truth of the Gos-
pel, and parents should 
not prevent children and 
teenagers from seeing 
and hearing the message 
of what is best known 
as “The Lord’s Supper.” 
There’s nothing greater 
than being in commu-
nion with the God of the 
universe who sent His 
Son to be the Savior of 
the world. Jesus Christ 
is not just the Savior of 

adults, but the richness 
of a child or teenager 
giving their life to the 
Lord is a glorious wit-
ness to the world. The 
“plus” sign is the cross 
upon which Jesus gave 
His life for the sins of 
the world. And isn’t it 
true that we are often in 
greater communion with 
our own families when 
we are seated around the 
family table?

Communion is a time 
when we examine our 
lives before the Scrip-
tures. Christ’s death 
on the cross was more 
than Him setting a good 
example by offering His 
life for mankind. His 
was the sacrifice that 
God had appointed as 
the only sacrifice for sin. 
Because God Himself 
has set forth Christ to be 
the covering for human 

sin, God will not reject 
the sinner who accepts 
Jesus Christ as Savior.

Every time we eat the 
bread, we remember the 
body of Christ nailed to 
the cross for us. Every 
time we drink of the 
cup, we remember the 
blood that was shed on 
the cross as a covering 
for our sins. Even chil-
dren who may not have 
yet accepted Christ can 
learn much by observing 
the respect and obedi-
ence demonstrated in the 
Name of Jesus.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 07-12-15-37-45
Cash4Life —  05-08-27-31-55, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 01-02-03-05-06-07-19-20-26-

27-31-32-33-34-47-62-65-67-75-80, BE: 27
Daily Three-Midday — 08-04-09, SB: 01
Daily Three-Evening — 02-02-02, SB: 03
Daily Four-Midday — 00-03-07-03, SB: 01
Daily Four-Evening — 09-05-01-07, SB: 03
Quick Draw Evening — 04-08-09-10-21-38-40-46-49-

52-57-63-65-67-68-72-73-75-76-80, BE: 10
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Wednes-

day): $28.9 million
Mega Millions

18-31-33-64-68; Mega Ball: 17; Megaplier: 3X. 
Powerball

Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): $113 million

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR TAX DEED
FOR PROPERTY SOLD AT TAX SALE – OCTOBER 31, 2023

To: The Heirs of:
	 Glenn D. Masterson, deceased, &
	 Ruby Lois Masterson, deceased
Subject Real Estate: Murry South Addition
	 0.21 A & 0.92 ac East Side of SR 116,
	 Bluffton, IN 46714 and south of 1153 N.
	 Washington Street (Murray), Bluffton,
	 Indiana 46714
	 Key Parcel No. 010-03631-00
You are hereby notified of the following:
1. Darrell K. Lambert and Cynthia L. Lambert did on November 8, 

2024, file a petition in the Wells Circuit Court, Cause No. 90C01-2310-
TP-000001, requesting an order to the Wells County Auditor to issue a tax 
deed for the above identified real estate to Darrell K. Lambert and Cynthia 
L. Lambert, husband and wife.

2. The street address, key parcel number and description for the real 
estate as shown on the certificate of sale is as follows:

	 Murry South Addition
	 0.21 A & 0.92 ac East Side of SR 116, Bluffton, IN 46714
	 Key Parcel No. 010-03631-00
3. If a written objection to the Petition is not filed within 30-days from 

the date the Petition was filed, the Court may consider the Petition without 
a hearing.

4. Not later than 61 days after the filing date of the Petition, the Court 
shall enter an order directing the County Auditor to issue to the Petitioners 
a tax deed if all requirements of IC 6-1.1-25.4.5(f) have been satisfied.

Anthony O. Crowell
Gordon & Associates, P.C.
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
Attorneys for Petitioners

nb 11/13
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
	 ESTATE NO.

90C01-2410-EU-000037
IN THE WELLS CIRCUIT COURT 
OF WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA

Notice is hereby given that 
ALEXANDER D. HILL, was on the 
22 day of October, 2024, appoint-
ed as Personal Representative of 
the ESTATE OF ALICIA M. KNE-
USS., deceased, who died on the 
28th day of September, 2024. The 
estate will be administered without 
Court supervision. All persons who 
have claims against this estate, 
whether or not now due, must 
file the claim in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court within three (3) 
months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is earlier, 
or the claims will be forever barred.

DATED THIS 22 DAY OF 
October, 2024.

	 Beth Davis
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 

	 COURT FOR WELLS 
	 COUNTY, INDIANA

Anne M. Razo
Attorney No. 27301-01
DeVOSS, BAKER, AINSWORTH & 
RAZO
A Professional Corporation
147 S. Second Street
P.O. Box 30
Decatur, IN 46733
Telephone: (260) 724-2129

nb 11/13, 11/20
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF WELLS

	 IN THE WELLS
	 COUNTY COURT
	 CASE NO.

90C01-2410-MI-000025
IN RE THE MATTER OF:
Nicholas David Castator
Petitioner

ORDER SETTING HEARING
Comes now Nicholas David 

Castator, having filed a Verified 
Petition for Change of Name, and 
the Court finds that the matter 
should be set for hearing.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED 
that this matter shall be heard on 
JANUARY 13, 2025, at 1:00 p.m.

So ORDERED 10/18/2024
Kenton W. Kiracofe

	 Judicial Officer
nb 11/13, 11/20, 11/27

hspaxlp

NOVEMBER 13 - 6:30 p.m. 
ET - (Live and online) - Gary 
and Jennifer Weilbaker, 
farm. American Legion, 118 N. 
Broadway Street, Butler. Prop-
erty location: Along and/or near 
CR 26 and CR 79 in Troy Twp. 
(Tract 1, North Part Tract 2) 
and Stafford Twp. (Tracts 2-4). 
Tracts 5-6 located near CR 20 
and CR 27 in Smithfield Town-
ship. Adjoining tracts, road 
access, tile outlets, 264.651+/- 
acres, 6 tracts, DeKalb Co. Jon 
Rosen, 260-740-1846, Neal 
Wolheter, 260-336-2219, Hal-
derman Real Estate & Farm 
Management, halderman.com, 
800-424-2324.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - 
Becher Family Farms LLC, 
sellers. Auction location: 
Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 
W. Washington St., Monroe, 
IN. Four tracts, Washington 
Township, Adams County. 
Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County 
Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 
2: 80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 
North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 
acres, County Rd. 450 North, 
Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, 
County Rd. 400 North, Sec 9. 
Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.
BIDDING ENDS NOVEMBER 
17 - (Online only firearm) - 
McNamara, owners. Rifles, 

shotguns, handguns, ammuni-
tion, archery. Auction preview 
& online bidding assistance 
Nov. 16, 9 a.m.-11 a.m., 215 
E. Market St., Bluffton, IN. Sale 
manager Isaac Stoller, 260-
413-3515. Please review all 
registration information before 
bidding. The Steffen Group, 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
SOFT CLOSE STARTS 
NOVEMBER 17 - 6 p.m. - 
Herman Family farm & Elite 
Tooling, owner. Online real 
estate auction. 47+/- acres, log 
home, machine shop, dog ken-
nel, 2 ponds, CNC lathes, mill, 
machinist tools, Ferris mower, 
mowers, skid loader, 1960 Har-
ley Davidson topper. Green 
Auction, SoldonGreen.com, 
260-589-8474.
NOVEMBER 17-NOVEMBER 
24 - (Online Only) - Various 
consignors, seller. Large 
quantity of Christmas decora-
tions, vintage toys, antiques, 
Early Featherweight sewing 
machine, rare primitive mud 
sled, modern and antique fur-
niture, sporting goods, much 
more. Open houses Nov. 19 
and Nov. 21 from 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian. The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
NOVEMBER 24-DECEMBER 
1 - (Online Only Auction) - 
The Estate of Eldrid Tinkel. 
Major personal property auc-
tion. 1995 Ford XLT 1/2 ton 
pickup truck, Komatsu PC 
10-6 backhoe mini excavator, 
antique tractors, horse equip-
ment and horse drawn bug-
gies, horse drawn covered 
wagon, horse drawn sled, 
farm implements, tremendous 
amount of tools, antiques, farm 
related items. Open house 
Nov. 24 from 2-4 p.m. and Nov. 
29 from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., 1910 
N Merdian St., Marion, IN. 
Brandon Steffen, sale manag-
er, 260-710-5684, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com.
NOVEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - 
Christopher & Kellie Pierce, 
owner. Held at Krueckeberg 
Auction Complex, 815 Adams 
Street, Decatur. Real estate & 
land auction! Tract 1: 2 bed, 1 
bath, 948 sq. foot home, full 
basement, 40’x90’ bank barn, 
30’x20’ barn, grain bin, wood-
ed, tillable, 6.5+/- acres. Tract 
2: 4+/- acres tillable frontage 
on Hoagland Rd. Tract 3: 4+/- 
acres tillable frontage on SR 
101 & Hoagland Rd. Tract 4: 
42.5+/- acres tillable frontage 
on SR 101 & Hoagland Rd. 
To be sold in individual tracts 
or any combinations. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
NOVEMBER 26 -  6 p.m. - 
(Live Auction) - The Estate of 
Jimmy L. Thompson, seller. 
Auction location: 1245 4-H 
Park Rd., Bluffton, IN. 96.89+/- 
acres, Liberty Township, Sec-
tion 18, southern Wells County 
farmland. Highly productive 
farmland with approximately 
76+/- acres tillable land, road 
frontage along 500 W. and 200 
S, approximately 15.5+/- acres 
in woods/classified forest. Nick 
Huffman, 260-827-8255, sale 

manager, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING DECEM-
BER 1 STARTING AT 4 p.m. 
EST - Various consignors, 
owners. Online only Elm 
Street consignment auction! 
Name brand woodworking 
tools, camping supplies, like 
new 24” Craftsman lawn vac, 
lawn & garden tools, weight 
lifting equipment, household 
furniture, Craftsman snow 
blower, antiques, collectibles, 
kitchen items, and much more! 
Preview Nov. 27, 3-5 p.m., 812 
Elm Street, Decatur, IN. Pick 
up Dec. 2, 2-6 p.m., Dec. 3, 9 
am.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 3 - Starts at 6 
p.m. - Blackford Golf Club 
(Lort Services, Inc.), owner. 
Held at Blackford County 
Fairgrounds, Hartford City, 
IN. Online bidding available. 
105+/- acres offered in 7 tracts 
or any combination. Currently a 
golf course, potential farmland, 
recreational land, develop-
ment potential, personal prop-
erty available, Blackford Co. 
Inspections Nov. 16, 10 a.m.-
noon, Nov. 19, 3 p.m.-5 p.m., 
1605 W. Water St., Hartford 
City. Auction mgr. Al Pfister, 
260-760-8922, Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, 
Inc., schraderauction.com, 
800-451-2709.
DECEMBER 4 - 3 p.m. - 
Online - Dusty Roach, Bank-
ruptcy Trustee, sellers. 6,142 
sq. ft. modern commercial 
building. Key features: 5 rental 
units w/4 office suites, 1 cur-
rently leased, 600 sq. ft. heat-
ed garage w/16’x12’ overhead 
door, independently controlled 
heating and cooling for units, 
expansion potential w/addi-
tional land available for future. 
Open houses Nov. 20, 2-3 
p.m., Nov. 27, 2-3 p.m., 2379 
N. Main St., Bluffton, IN. Kurt 
Ness, auction mgr., 260-417-
1545, Ness Bros. Realtors & 
Auctioneers, www.NessBros.
com, 260-459-3911.
DECEMBER 5 & 6 - 9 a.m. 
- Secured creditors & vari-
ous consignors, owners. 
815 Adams, St., Decatur. Day 
1: Online bidding only. Over 
300+ lots including skid loader 
attachments, tool boxes, work-
benches, iron gates, chains 
& binders, 1 trip 40’ high side 
shipping container w/side 
doors, dome shelter contain-
ers, much more! Day 2 truck 
& equipment auction! Onsite 
and online bidding offering 
600+ lots! Cars, SUV, 1/2 ton & 
3/4 ton pickup trucks, cargo & 
passenger vans, dump trucks, 
large group of box trucks, day 
cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, 
bucket trucks, utility & semi 
trailers, SUV’s pickup trucks, 
various skid steer attachments, 
much more! Accepting con-
signments! Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 8-15 - 2 p.m. - 
(Online only personal prop-
erty) - Thomas B. & Mary 

Lou Woodward, seller. 2016 
JD 1025R diesel utility tractor, 
Frontier RT1149 tiller, 2016 
Grasshopper zero turn mower, 
2020 Club Car Carryall 1700, 
mowers, lawn & garden, patio 
furniture, antique & modern fur-
niture, vintage framed art work, 
lithograph prints, vintage pickle 
castors, glassware, collect-
ibles, more. Preview Dec. 1, 
8, 2-5 p.m., Dec. 12, 3-6 p.m., 
301 N. Highland Ave., Ossian. 
Patrick Carter, sale manager, 
260-824-3006, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
DECEMBER 9 - 4 p.m.- 6 
p.m. ET - (Online) - Crandall 
Farm, seller. Property location: 
Two miles northeast of Gas, 
IN, near intersection of E 300 
S and S 550 E, Mill Township, 
Grant County. 81.59+/- total 
acres, tillable, woods, recre-
ational land, potential building 
sites. Tract 1: 27.59+/- acres, 
18.4+/- tillable, 8+/- woods, 
1.19+/- non-tillable. Tract 2: 
54+/- acres, 28.91+/- tillable, 
23.34+/- woods, 1.75+/- non-
tillable. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-
0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-
9177, Halderman Real Estate 
& Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com.
DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. - (Online Only) - Thomas 
B. & Mary Lou Woodward, 
seller. One of a kind pictur-
esque real estate offering. 
Outstanding 4,014 SF, 4 bed-
room, 3 bath home with a 2 car 
detached garage. Scenic back-
yard with multiple utility sheds 
and gazebo. Open houses 
Dec. 1 and 8 from 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m., and Dec. 12 from 3 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., 301 N. Highland 
Ave., Ossian, IN. Pat Carter, 
sale manager, 260-273-8294, 
The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com.

Public Notices

Board Appointments for 2025
The Wells County Board of 

Commissioners and/or the Wells 
County Council are accepting 
applications for Board Appoint-
ments to:

Local Alcoholic Beverage 
Board

Area Plan Commission Board
Board of Zoning Appeals
Cemetery Board
Community & Family Services
Health Department Board
Huntington City/Town Public 

Library
Property Tax Board of Appeals
Regional Sewer District
Rockcreek Conservancy Dis-

trict
Tourism Commission
The appointments to these 

boards vary from annual appoint-
ments to 5-year appointments. All 
appointments are effective on Jan-
uary 1, 2025. Some qualifications 
may apply for certain boards. If you 
are interested in serving on any of 
these boards, please contact the 
Wells County Auditor’s Office at 
260-824-6470 for an application. 
Applications can also be down-
loaded by going to the Commis-
sioner or County Council page 
of the County Website at www.
wellscounty.org. Send completed 
applications to Wells County Audi-
tor, 102 W Market St., Suite 205, 
Bluffton, IN 46714 or email to audi-
tor@wellscounty.org. Applications 
will be accepted through Novem-
ber 27, 2024.

Wells County, Indiana pro-
hibits discrimination and/or the 
exclusion of individuals from its 
governmental facilities, programs, 
activities, and services based on 
the individual person’s race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, disability, 
low-income status, sexual orienta-
tion or limited English proficiency. 
Wells County, Indiana affirms its 
commitment to providing mean-
ingful opportunities and access to 
government facilities, programs, 
activities and services in an effort 
to comply with all laws including; 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as amended; Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
as amended; and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990, as 
amended.

nb 11/6, 11/13, 11/20
hspaxlp
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras
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    Advance Healthcare Directives
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•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!
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Fort Wayne, IN  46804
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Ossian, IN  46777 
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for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
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As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 
Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

Public Sale Calendar

Help Wanted
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Services
Services Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

LOOKING TO HIRE full or part
time for general carpenter.
Must have reliable transporta-
tion, general construction
knowledge, and own tools.
Call Scott at 260-353-9339.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hid-
den fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)
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Southern 
Wells hosts 

career expo
Students from 

across schools in 
Adams and Wells 
Counties arrived 

at Southern Wells 
Jr.-Sr. High School 

for a career expo 
Tuesday. The expo 

showcased dif-
ferent universities 
and organizations 

that students could 
choose for their 

next step. Above 
right, Cash Gilbert, 

right, talks with Kara 
Smith about univer-
sity options. Bottom 

right, Ellie Deweese, 
left, and Hallie 

Frauhiger, middle, 
talk with Erica Ben-

nett about opportuni-
ties for work out of 

high school. (Photos 
by Jonathan Snyder)

BOSTON (AP) — A federal judge sen-
tenced a Massachusetts Air National Guard 
member to 15 years in prison Tuesday for 
leaking classified military documents about 
the war in Ukraine, actions prosecutors said 
put the country’s national security at risk, 
endangered other military members and 
damaged U.S. relationships with its allies.

Jack Teixeira had pleaded guilty in March 
to six counts of willful retention and transmis-
sion of national defense information under the 
Espionage Act, nearly a year after his arrest 
in the most consequential national security 
breach in years. Wearing an orange jumpsuit 
in court, he showed no reaction as he was sen-
tenced by U.S. District Judge Indira Talwani.

“Today, Mr. Teixeira has paid a very 
heavy price for laws he broke, for the 
incredible damage that he caused,” Acting 
Massachusetts U.S. Attorney Josh Levy said 
afterward. “This significant sentence sends a 
powerful message to every individual who 
holds a top secret clearance. Anyone who 
willfully threatens our national security by 
illegally disseminating classified informa-
tion will face very serious repercussions.”

Jodi Cohen, special agent in charge of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Boston 
Division, told reporters the sentence held 
Teixeira accountable for “being one of the 
most prolific leakers of classified informa-
tion in American history.”

“This former Air National Guardsman 
grossly betrayed our country and the oath he 
took to safeguard its secrets in order to boost 
his ego and impress his friends,” Cohen said. 
“This was not a victimless crime. The excep-
tionally grave damage he caused will impact 
our national security for decades to come.”

The leaks exposed to the world unvar-
nished secret assessments of Russia’s war in 
Ukraine, including information about troop 
movements in Ukraine, and the provision of 
supplies and equipment to Ukrainian troops. 
Teixeira also admitted posting information 
about a U.S. adversary’s plans to harm U.S. 
forces serving overseas.

Outside court, Teixeira’s attorney Michael 
Bachrach called it a “very difficult day” for 
his client and said Talwani imposed a “very 
severe punishment.” Still, he said, it was bet-
ter than taking the case to trial.

Pentagon secrets leaker Jack Teixeira 
sentenced to 15 years in prison

U.S. says it will not limit Israel 
arms transfers after some 
improvements in aid to Gaza

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Biden administration 
said Tuesday that Israel has 
made some good but lim-
ited progress in increasing 
the flow of humanitarian aid 
to Gaza and will not limit 
arms transfers to Israel as it 
had threatened to a month 
ago if the situation had not 
improved. Relief groups say 
conditions are worse than at 
any point in the 13-month-
old war.

State Department spokes-
man Vedant Patel told 
reporters the progress to 
date must be supplemented 
and sustained but “we, at 
this time, have not made an 
assessment that the Israelis 
are in violation of U.S. law.” 
It requires recipients of mili-
tary assistance to adhere to 
international humanitarian 
law and not impede the pro-
vision of such aid.

“We are not giving Israel 
a pass,” Patel said, add-
ing that the steps Israel has 
taken have not yet made a 
significant enough differ-
ence. “We want to see the 
totality of the humanitarian 
situation improve, and we 
think some of these steps 
will allow the conditions 
for that to continue to prog-
ress.”

The decision from the 
U.S. — Israel’s key ally and 
largest provider of arms — 
comes despite international 
aid organizations declar-
ing that Israel has failed to 
meet U.S. demands to allow 
greater humanitarian access 
to the Gaza Strip. Hunger 
experts have warned that the 
north may already be expe-
riencing famine.

The Biden administra-
tion last month set a dead-
line expiring Tuesday for 
Israel to “surge” more food 
and other emergency aid 
into the Palestinian terri-
tory or risk the possibility of 
scaled-back military support 
as Israel wages offensives 
against Hamas in Gaza and 
Hezbollah in Lebanon.

The obstacles facing aid 
distribution were on this dis-
play this week. Even after 
the Israeli military gave 
permission for a delivery 
to the northernmost part of 
Gaza — virtually cut off 
from food for more than a 
month by an Israeli siege 
— the United Nations said 
it couldn’t deliver most of 
it because of turmoil and 
restrictions from Israeli 
troops on the ground.

In the south, hundreds of 
truckloads of aid are sitting 
on the Gaza side of the bor-
der because the U.N. says it 
cannot reach them to distrib-
ute the aid — again because 
of the threat of lawlessness, 
theft and Israeli military 
restrictions.

Dozens of people stood 
in long lines Tuesday wait-
ing to receive food packages 
distributed by U.N. agencies 
in the southern Gaza city of 
Khan Younis.

“We hope that the world 
would sympathize with us 
because of this affliction we 
are in,” Salim Abu Mansi 
said. “Life is poverty, and 
the country is getting worse 
every day.”
Israel announces aid steps

It opened a new crossing 
in central Gaza, outside the 
city of Deir al-Balah, for aid 
to enter. It also announced a 
small expansion of its coast-
al “humanitarian zone,” 
where hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians are 
sheltering in tent camps. It 
connected electricity for a 
desalination plant in Deir 
al-Balah. But the effect was 
unclear.

Israel’s new foreign min-
ister, Gideon Saar, appeared 
to downplay the deadline, 
telling reporters Monday 
he was confident “the issue 
would be solved.” The 
Biden administration may 
have less leverage after 
Donald Trump — a staunch 
supporter of Israel — won 
the presidential election.

Secretary of State Anto-

ny Blinken met with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s closest aide, 
Ron Dermer, in Washington 
on Monday about the steps 
Israel has taken and stressed 
“the importance of ensur-
ing those changes lead to an 
actual improvement in the 
dire humanitarian situation 
in Gaza,” the State Depart-
ment said Tuesday.

President Joe Biden met 
Tuesday at the White House 
with Israeli President Isaac 
Herzog, but they didn’t speak 
publicly about the aid issue. 
White House press secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre said the 
U.S. knew how dire the con-
ditions were and would keep 
discussing with Israel the 
extra steps it needs to take.

Aid organizations says 
Israel fails U.S. criteria
Eight  in ternat ional 

groups said in a report that 
the country also took actions 
“that dramatically worsened 
the situation on the ground, 
particularly in Northern 
Gaza. … That situation is 
in an even more dire state 
today than a month ago.”

The report listed 19 mea-
sures of compliance with 
the U.S. demands, saying 
Israel had failed to comply 
with 15 and only partially 
complied with four. It was 
co-signed by Anera, Care, 
MedGlobal, Mercy Corps, 
the Norwegian Refugee 
Council, Oxfam, Refugees 
International and Save the 
Children.

In an Oct. 13 letter, the 
U.S. gave Israel 30 days, 
among other things, to 
allow a minimum of 350 
truckloads of goods into 
Gaza each day; open a fifth 
crossing; allow people in 
coastal tent camps to move 
inland before the winter; 
and ensure access for aid 
groups to northern Gaza. It 
also called on Israel to halt 
legislation that would hinder 
operations of the U.N. agen-
cy for Palestinian refugees, 
known as UNRWA.




