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Bluffton, Norwell receive 
Purple Star designation

By HOLLY GASKILL
Bluffton and Norwell high schools have 

both recently received designations as an Indi-
ana Purple Star School, signifying their com-
mitment to honoring and serving veterans. 

To receive this designation, a school 
must appoint a point of contact for military 
families, host programs to honor veterans, 
commit to interviewing and hiring quali-
fied veterans, and adopt a district resolu-
tion of support for military families and 
service members, among other items. In a 
press release Friday, the Indiana Department 

of Education announced that 131 Indiana 
schools received this designation this year. 

The Purple Star designation is valid for 
three years. 

“At Bluffton High School, and through-
out our district, we strive to create a wel-
coming and supportive environment for our 
military families, acknowledging the unique 
experiences and sacrifices they bring to our 
school community,” said Brad Yates, super-
intendent of Bluffton-Harrison schools, in 
a press release. “This recognition is a testa-

Bluffton High School and Nor-
well High School, which were 
both recently designation as 
Purple Star schools, honored 
Veterans Day with programs 
on Monday. BHS students 
heard from Tom Baker, Army 
veteran and brother of Prin-
cipal Steve Baker. At right, 
junior Owen Lesh thanks 
Tom Baker and other visit-
ing veterans for their service. 
Above, director Holden Berlin 
leads the BHS band and choir 
through a medley during the 
school’s program. 

Norwell High School heard 
from Chief Master Sergeant 
Joe Lewis and Master Ser-
geant Ashley Harmon, the 
parents of senior Jase Har-
mon. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Master Sergeant 
Ashley Harmon

Chief Master Sergeant 
Joe Lewis

Tom Baker

Schools make commitment, honor Veterans Day

Honoring Veterans
Southern Wells schools hosted a veterans program and breakfast on Friday. The high 
school band, second and third grade students, and fifth and sixth grade presented songs 
as well as In Harmony and the high school choir. The Bluffton American Legion Color 
Guard presented the colors and Mike Haigh and Lydia Baumgartner played Taps. The 
program speaker was Tyler Hoffacker, who talked about his time in the Marines before 
and after 9-11. (Photo provided)

(Continued on Page 2)

Indiana man is found 
guilty of murder in the 
2017 killings of teen girls

By The Associated Press
DELPHI, Ind. (AP) — A former drug-

store worker in the small Indiana communi-
ty of Delphi was found guilty of murder on 
Monday in the killings of two teenage girls 
who vanished during an afternoon hike.

Jurors convicted Richard Allen of two 
counts of murder and two additional counts 
of murder while committing or attempting 
to commit kidnapping in the 2017 killings 
of Abigail Williams, 13, and Liberty Ger-
man, 14.

Allen wasn’t arrested for five more years, 
while the case drew outsized attention from 
true-crime enthusiasts. His trial followed 
repeated delays, a leak of evidence, the 
withdrawal of Allen’s public defenders and 
their reinstatement by the Indiana Supreme 
Court.

Reporters inside the courtroom said 
Allen, 52, showed no reaction as the ver-
dict was delivered, but he looked back at his 
family at one point. Allen is scheduled to be 
sentenced on Dec. 20. He could face up to 
130 years in prison.

Outside the courthouse, people on the 
sidewalk began to cheer as word of the ver-
dict spread.

Indiana State Police spokesman Capt. 

Ron Galaviz told The Associated Press that 
the judge’s gag order remains in place and 
he believes it will until Allen is sentenced. 
Allen’s lawyers left the courthouse Monday 
without making statements.

A special judge oversaw the case — 
Superior Court Judge Fran Gull who along 
with the jurors, came from northeastern 
Indiana’s Allen County. The seven women 
and five men were sequestered throughout 
the trial, which began Oct. 18 in the Carroll 
County seat of Delphi, the girls’ hometown 
of about 3,000 residents in northwest Indi-
ana where Allen also lived and worked.

Carroll County Prosecutor Nicholas 
McLeland noted in his closing argument 
that Allen had repeatedly confessed to the 
killings — in person, on the phone and in 
writing. In one of the recordings he replayed 
for the jury, Allen could be heard telling his 
wife, “I did it. I killed Abby and Libby.”

McLeland also said Allen is the man seen 
following the teens in a grainy cell phone 
video recorded by one of the girls as they 
crossed an abandoned railroad trestle called 
the Monon High Bridge.

“Richard Allen is Bridge Guy,” McLe-
land told jurors. “He kidnapped them and 

(Continued on Page 2)

By CEDAR ATTANASIO 
Associated Press

RINGWOOD,  N . J . 
(AP) — Fire crews battled 
small wildfires across the 
Northeast U.S. on Monday, 
including a blaze in New 
York and New Jersey that 
killed a parks employee 
over the weekend and post-
poned Veterans Day plans.

A quarter-inch of rain 
fell overnight from Sun-
day into Monday in a forest 
area straddling the border 
between the two states, giv-
ing a slight respite to fire-
fighters.

The fire is one of several 
burning on the East Coast 

amid a lack of much rain-
fall since September. An 
employee of the New York 
State Parks, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation 
Department who was assist-
ing firefighting crews died 
Saturday when he was hit 
by a falling tree.

The East Coast fires 
were burning as much larger 
wildfires raged in Califor-
nia.

Firefighters continued 
making progress against a 
wildfire northwest of Los 
Angeles in Ventura County 
that broke out Wednesday 
and quickly exploded in size 
due to dry, warm and gusty 

Santa Ana winds.
The Mountain Fire in 

Ventura County prompted 
thousands of residents to 
flee their homes and was 
36% contained as of Mon-
day. The fire’s size remains 
around 32 square miles. The 
Mountain Fire has destroyed 
more than 170 structures, 
most of them homes, offi-
cials said. The cause is 
under investigation.

In neighboring Nevada, 
authorities ordered the evac-
uation of hundreds of homes 
southwest of Reno and 
closed the main highway 
to Lake Tahoe after a wind-

Fire crews on both U.S. 
coasts battle raging wildfires

(Continued on Page 2)

Israeli strikes kill dozens in
Lebanon, isolated northern Gaza
By WAFAA SHURAFA, SAMY MAGDY 

and KAREEM CHEHAYEB 
Associated Press

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) 
— Israeli strikes killed dozens of people 
including children on Sunday in Lebanon 
and isolated northern Gaza, as the world 
watched for signs of how the U.S. election 
might affect the wars between Israel and 
Iranian-backed militant groups Hamas and 
Hezbollah.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu said that he has spoken three times 

with Donald Trump since Tuesday’s elec-
tion and they “see eye-to-eye regarding the 
Iranian threat and all of its components.” 
Israeli President Isaac Herzog is scheduled 
to meet with U.S. President Joe Biden on 
Tuesday.

The Israeli airstrike in Lebanon killed at 
least 23 people, including seven children, in 
Aalmat village north of Beirut, far from the 
areas in the east and south where Hezbollah 
has a major presence. There was no Israeli 
evacuation warning. Israel’s military said 

(Continued on Page 6)



whipped wildfire erupted 
Monday and spread quickly 
through mountainside veg-
etation.

About 3,000 people were 
told to leave, said Adam 
Mayberry, spokesperson for 
the Truckee Meadows Fire 
Protection District. Rain 
began to fall as local, state 
and federal crews arrived to 
battle the blaze, Mayberry 
said.

Across the country on the 
New Jersey and New York 
border, crews worked to 
contain the 4.7-square-mile 
fire dubbed the Jennings 
Creek Wildfire, although 
no evacuations had been 
ordered, according to the 
New Jersey Forest Fire Ser-
vice.

Officials said the over-
night rainfall was far less 
than what was needed to 
extinguish numerous brush 
fires that have broken out 
around New Jersey since the 
middle of last week. At least 
four other wildfires in cen-
tral to northern New Jersey 
were mostly or completely 
contained as of Monday.

In order to find and fight 
the fires, crews are navigat-
ing a maze of country roads, 
lakes and steep hills amid 
dense forests. Trees there 

have dropped most of their 
leaves onto parched ground, 
masking a potential danger.

“Beneath the surface 
leaf litter that falls off the 
trees, that stuff is bone dry,” 
Bryan Gallagher, a forest 
ranger with the New York 
State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation, 
said at a media briefing. “So 
right now you get a little bit 
of rain that puts that surface 
fire out. But if it’s in the duff 
it’s going to stay there. It’s 
going to smolder like a cigar 
until it gets dry enough and 
then that fire can pop up 
again.”

A firefighting helicop-
ter capable of dropping 350 
gallons at a time was being 
used to help combat the 
Jennings Creek fire. The 
National Guard deployed 
two Black Hawk helicopters 
for water drops, New York 
Gov. Kathy Hochul said.

In West Milford, New 
Jersey, a Veterans Day cere-
mony was postponed to later 
in the month because of the 
firefighting effort, said Rudy 
Hass, the local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the U.S. 
commander.

“Many of those person-
nel currently engaged with 
the fires are veterans them-
selves, and right now we 

need to keep them in our 
thoughts as they spend many 
hours, day and night, doing 
all they can in order protect 
our great communities in 
that area,” he posted online.

Meanwhile, New York 
State Police said they were 
investigating the death of 
Dariel Vasquez, the 18-year-
old state parks employee 
killed Saturday while fight-
ing a fire near New York 
state’s Greenwood Lake.

Health advisories were 
issued over the weekend for 
parts of New York, includ-
ing New York City, and 
northeastern New Jersey 
due to unhealthy air qual-
ity produced by smoke from 
the fires, but conditions 
improved after the rainfall 
and changes in wind direc-
tion.

Dana Van Allen, of Ring-
wood, New Jersey, said she 
awoke early Saturday to 
what smelled like a burning 
campfire. She realized the 
fires were close enough to 
leave ashes on her deck.

In Massachusetts, one 
wildfire among several 
fueled by powerful wind 
gusts and dry leaves has 
burned around 400 acres 
in the Lynn Woods Reser-
vation, a municipal park 
extending across about 3.4 

square miles in the city 
some 10 miles north of Bos-
ton.

later murdered them.”
McLeland said it was 

Allen’s voice that could be 
heard on the video telling 
the teens, “ Down the hill “ 
after they crossed the bridge 
on Feb. 13, 2017. Their bod-
ies were found the next day, 
their throats cut, in a nearby 
wooded area.

An investigator testi-
fied that Allen told him and 
another officer that on the 
day the teens vanished, he 
was wearing a blue or black 
Carhartt jacket, jeans and a 
beanie — clothing similar 
to what the man recorded on 
the bridge wore.

McLeland sa id  an 
unspent  bullet  found 
between the teens’ bodies 
“had been cycled through” 
Allen’s .40-caliber Sig Sauer 
handgun. An Indiana State 
Police firearms expert told 
the jury her analysis tied the 
round to Allen’s handgun.

But a firearms expert 

called by the defense ques-
tioned the analysis, and attor-
ney Bradley Rozzi dismissed 
it as a “magic bullet,” saying 
investigators had made an 
“apples to oranges” compari-
son of the unspent round to 
one fired from Allen’s gun.

Allen was arrested in 
October 2022. He had 
become a suspect after a 
retired state government 
worker who volunteered to 
help police in the case found 
paperwork in September 
2022 showing that Allen had 
contacted authorities two 
days after the girls’ bodies 
were found. That paperwork 
indicated that Allen had told 
an officer he had been on the 
hiking trail the afternoon the 
girls went missing, accord-
ing to testimony.

Allen’s defense argued 
that his confessions are unre-
liable because he was facing 
a severe mental health cri-
sis while under the pressure 
and stress of being locked 

up in isolation, watched 24 
hours a day and taunted by 
people incarcerated with 
him. A psychiatrist called 
by the defense testified that 
months in solitary confine-
ment could make a person 
delirious and psychotic.

But Dr. Monica Wala, 
Allen’s psychologist at the 
Westville Correctional Facili-
ty, said Allen shared details of 
the crime in some of the con-
fessions, including telling her 
he slashed the girls’ throats 
and put tree branches over 
their bodies. She wrote in a 
report that Allen told her he 
abandoned his plans to rape 
the teens when a van passed 
nearby. A man whose drive-
way passes under the Monon 
High Bridge testified that he 
was driving home from work 
in his van around that time.

That van, McLeland told 
jurors in his closing, was a 
detail “only the killer would 
know.”

During cross-examina-

tion, Wala acknowledged 
that she had followed 
Allen’s case with interest 
during her personal time 
even while treating him and 
that she was a fan of the 
true-crime genre.

Rozzi said in his clos-
ing arguments that Allen is 
innocent. He said no witness 
explicitly identified Allen as 
the man seen on the hiking 
trail or the bridge the after-
noon the girls went missing. 
And he said no fingerprint, 
DNA or forensic evidence 
links Allen to the murder 
scene.

Allen’s lawyers had 
sought to argue before the 
trial that the girls were killed 
in a ritual sacrifice by mem-
bers of a white nationalist 
group known as the Odinists 
who follow a pagan Norse 
religion, but the judge ruled 
against that, saying the 
defense “failed to produce 
admissible evidence” of 
such a connection.
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Purple Star designation Weather
Thursday, November 12, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:02 p.m. Monday)
High: 61; Low: 42; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.17  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
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around 10 mph. 
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Showers. Low around 47. 
South wind around 10 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 
90%. New precipitation 
amounts between a quarter 
and half of an inch possible. 

Thursday: Showers likely, mainly before 1 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 55. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 41.
Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 54.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 34.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 57.
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 41.
Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 61.
Sunday Night: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 44.
Monday: A chance of showers. Partly sunny, with a high 

near 57.
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ment to the dedication of our 
faculty, staff, and students, 
who work to ensure that 
those who serve our country 
— and their families — feel 
valued and supported.”

Assistant Principal Stacy 
Morrison serves as the point 
of contact for BHS military 
families and Herb Bergman, 
industrial technology teach-
er and military veteran, for 
NHS. Each school also has a 
veteran resource page on its 
website. 

“We are honored to host 
these heroes who have 
served to protect our great 
nation,” said Norwell Mid-
dle School Principal Andrew 
Enderle on Monday. “We 
will be forever indebted 
to you, others who have 
served, and those who have 

paid the ultimate sacrifice 
laying down their lives for 
us here at home.”

Both districts also hon-
ored Veterans Day with pro-
grams on Monday. 

BHS students heard from 

Tom Baker, who served in 
the Army in Vietnam and 
Europe. He is also the broth-
er of Principal Steve Baker.

The parents of senior 
Jase Harmon spoke to NHS 
students — Chief Master 

Sergeant Joe Lewis, a Nor-
well graduate, and Master 
Sergeant Ashley Harmon, 
who grew up in Ossian: 
Both serve in the Indiana Air 
National Guard.

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Pictured at left, Grant Tudor plays Taps at NHS. At right, the Baker brothers after share a hug 
after Tom’s speech. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

(Continued from Page 1)

Indiana man found guilty

(Continued from Page 1)

Fire crews battle blazes
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Police NotebookJohn Meyer, 91
John Alden Meyer, 91, of Bluff-

ton peacefully passed away at 
Christian Care Retirement Com-
munity on Nov. 9, 2024.

John was born in Craigville on 
Dec. 20, 1932, to Joe and Jose-
phine (Kipfer) Meyer; he was the 
second of three children. John 
was preceded in death by his par-
ents and younger brother, Ver-
non Meyer, and is survived by his 
older sister, Delores Heyerly. 

John graduated from Bluffton 
High School in 1951 and worked as a milk hauler for 
Gerber Dairy, delivering milk house to house. Subse-
quently, he was drafted into the U.S. Army. John spent 
part of his basic training at Camp Pickett in Virginia, 
then was transferred to Fort Sam Houston in Texas for 
further medical training. He was sent to South Korea 
where he served honorably as a medic in that country 
at various locations. He was discharged in April 1955, 
returning to Bluffton, where he lived the remainder of 
his life. John worked primarily in sales; he finally retired 
in his mid- 80s after working nineteen years at Master-
son’s Clothing Store in Bluffton. 

John and Carolyn Irene Neuenschwander were mar-
ried on Nov. 11, 1956; John passed away just two days 
shy of their 68th anniversary. For many years, John and 
Carolyn were the hub of their extended family, includ-
ing hosting large family gatherings in their home for 
holidays. He was a member of the Apostolic Christian 
Church in Bluffton and lived out his faith by his daily 
walk in the Lord.

John enjoyed being around people. He met regularly 
with friends and acquaintances for coffee and conversa-
tion at local restaurants in Bluffton and always seemed 
to be shaking the hand of someone he recognized. 

In addition to his wife, Carolyn, and sister, Delores, 
John is survived by four children, Mark (Inger) Meyer 
of McKinney, Texas, Lora (Dan) Kieser of Bluffton, Lona 
(Doug) Grover of Huntertown, Indiana, and Michelle 
(Tim) Gorman, of Fremont, Indiana. He is also sur-
vived by 10 grandchildren, Jonathan (Jen) Meyer, Cec-
ily (Jesse) Russell, Stephanie (Zachery) Brown, Jerod 
(Jennifer) Kieser, Michael (Jodi) Grover, Anyssa (Adrian) 
Adams, Alyssa (Matthew) Shultz, Dayna (Evan) Turner, 
Clare (Derek) Van Prooyen, Reeves Johnson, and 13 
great-grandchildren. 

Visitation will be from 1-8 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 14, 
2024, at Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel 
in Bluffton. A funeral service will be held at 10 a.m. 
Friday, Nov. 15, 2024, at the Bluffton North Apostolic 
Christian Church, with visitation from 9-9:45 a.m. prior 
to the service. Jeff Lehman and Dan Pfister will officiate. 
Burial will follow at the Apostolic Christian Cemetery in 
Adams County, with military graveside rites conducted 
by the United States honor guard in conjunction with 
the American Legion Post 111 of Bluffton. 

The family requests that memorial contributions be 
made to Christian Care Retirement Community.

Online condolences may be made at www.goodwin-
caleharnish.com.

Patty Boots, 72
Patty J. Boots, 72 of Bluffton, passed away on Sunday 

afternoon, Nov. 10, 2024, at Bluffton Regional Medical 
Center. 

Visitation will be held from 4-8 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
15, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home and 
for one hour prior to the service.

Funeral Services will take place at 10:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Nov. 16, 2024, at the funeral home with Jeff 
Lemler officiating. Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cem-
etery in Bluffton.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the Boots family at www.thomarich.com. A com-
plete obituary will be printed in Wednesday’s edition of 
The News-Banner.

OBITUARIES

   FRESH • VARIETY • LOCAL • QUALITY
3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE

Mon.- Thur. 9 - 5  •  Fri. 9 - 6  •  Sat. 8 - 1
(Subject to change)

LOCALLY SUPPLIED  •  LOCALLY OWNED

260.638.4123

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
dressed weight

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99/lb.

• Smoked Pork Chops

• Pulled Pork with or 
without BBQ sauce
• Sloppy Joe   
• Roasting Hogs• Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad

Call in advance for all 
special orders

SPECIALS
Chili Seasoned Ground Beef  . . . . . . . $5.99/lb.
BBQ Pork Burgers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.49/lb.
Smoked Cheddar Cheese  . . . . . . . . . . $9.19/lb.
Sandwich Sliced Honey Ham . . . . . . . $6.49/lb.

PRICES GOOD  Nov. 11 – Nov. 16, 2024www.lengerichmeats.com

YOUR PARTY and  HOLIDAY
HEADQUARTERS
YOUR PARTY and  HOLIDAY
HEADQUARTERS WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

ONLINE ONLY FIREARM

RIFLES - SHOTGUNS - HANDGUNS - AMMUNITION - ARCHERY
AUCTION

SALE MANAGER:  ISAAC STOLLER (260.413.3515)
OWNERS:  McNAMARA

260.824.3006
STEFFENGRP.COM

AU10700090 AC30500053

AUCTION PREVIEW & ONLINE BIDDING ASSISTANCE:
SATURDAY, NOV 16TH (9:00AM-11:00AM)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT SALE MANAGER OR VISIT STEFFENGRP.COM

PLEASE REVIEW ALL REGISTRATION INFORMATION BEFORE BIDDING

 

 
 

ONLINE BIDDING OPEN: SUNDAY, NOV 10TH - NOV 17TH

INSPECTION LOCATION: 215 E MARKET ST, BLUFFTON, IN 46714

VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM

JEREMY M. TODD
CFP®  AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1331 Baker Place  

Bluffton, IN 46714
260-824-0686

Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors are not estate planners and cannot 
provide tax or legal advice. Please consult 
your estate-planning attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use  
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

www.edwardjones.com    Member SIPC

Financial Focus
PSA: What will rate 
cuts mean for you? 

The Federal Reserve has cut short-
term interest rates, and this rate cut may 
be followed by several others. What will 
these lower rates mean for you?

As a consumer, you should find that 
lower interest rates are helpful. But you 
won’t see the benefits all at once. For ex-
ample, you might start seeing lower rates 
on car loans more quickly than on credit 
cards.

And if you took out a mortgage at 
a higher rate in the past few years, you 
may be able to save some money by re-
financing.

As an investor, you might find the new, 
lower rates provide you with some op-
portunities. Lower interest rates are gen-
erally good for the stock market. And if 
you own bonds, you may see their value 
increase as interest rates fall. 

On the other hand, certificates of de-
posit may no longer pay the relatively 
high rates of recent years. But if you have 
longer-term CDs, your higher rates will 
continue until your CDs mature. 

In any case, you’ll always want your 
investment mix to reflect your goals, risk 
tolerance and time horizon – and that’s 
true no matter what’s happening with 
interest rates. 

This content was provided by Edward Jones 
for use by Jeremy Todd, your Edward Jones 
financial advisor at 260-824-0686.

NOTICE
Uniontown Cemetery 

Association will be meet-
ing at Uniontown Church 
of Christ, 11419 N. 200 W., 
Ossian, IN for its annual 
meeting at 10 a.m. Dec. 7, 
2024.

nb. 11/12, 11/19
hspaxlp

Public Notice

INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 7:03 p.m., Wabash 

and Johnson streets. Citation 
issued for driving without 
insurance.

Fr iday,  9 :19  p .m. , 
Kroger. Report of driver 
doing donuts in parking 
lot. Those belong in the 
bakery. 

Saturday, 3:11 a.m., Main 
Street and Dustman Road. 
Drunk driver arrested. Cita-
tion issued for 60 in a 40 
mph zone. 

Saturday, 6:09 a.m., 300 
block of West South Street. 
Report of domestic assault. 

Sa tu rday,  8  a .m . , 
Walmart. Report of verbal 
dispute.

Saturday, 8:31 a.m., 
400 block of North Marion 

Street. Report of an aggres-
sive dog. Shelter captured 
dog.

Saturday, 9:58 a.m., 
400 bock of South Johnson 
Street. Report of verbal dis-
pute. 

Saturday, 11:38 a.m., 
Unique Blue. Report of a 
stolen phone. Phone pinged 
and recovered.

Saturday, 6:29 p.m., 800 
block of Avondale Drive. 
Report of a runaway juve-
nile. Juvenile located and 
returned.

Saturday, 7:52 p.m., 200 
block of West South Street. 
Report of ongoing ding dong 
ditching issue. Caller said 
the juveniles were kicking 
front door and lit a firework 
on the porch.

Saturday, 7:54 p.m., 100 

block of West South Street. 
Second call on ding dong 
ditching.

Sunday, 12:01 a.m., 300 
block of Arrowhead Trail. 
Large party. Warned for loud 
music.

Sunday, 12:30 a.m., 
Taco Bell. Possible intoxi-
cated driver. One juvenile 
detained. 

Sunday, 2:20 a.m., Main 
and Riley streets. Citation 
issued for driving while sus-
pended.

Sunday, 2:21 a.m., Main 
Street and 300 N. Traffic 
stop. One detained. Vehicle 
towed. 

Sunday, 6:26 a.m., 300 
block of Arrowhead Trail. 
Noise complaint. Party 
ended. 

Sunday,  8:24 a.m., 

Walmart. Vehicle parked in 
handicap spot. 

Sunday, 2:26 p.m., 400 
block of Cedar Road. Man 
warned for trespassing.

Sunday, 8:28 p.m., Taco 
Bell. Report of domestic 
assault.

Monday, 1:32 a.m., 
Cherry and Merchant 
streets. Traffic stop. Juvenile 
detained for driving without 
a license. 

FIRES
Friday, 3:34 p.m., 505 S 

Main St., Bluffton. Report 
of gas leak. NIPSCO on 
scene.

Saturday, 4:52 p.m., 400 
W and 200 N, Bluffton. 
Grass fire. Liberty Township 
and Markle fire departments 
responded. Under control at 
5:17 p.m.

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

Chamber seeks nominations 
for citizen, business of the year

The Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce is seeking nominations for Citizen 
of the Year and Business of the Year to be 
awarded at the Annual Dinner & Awards 
Ceremony on February 24, 2024. These 
awards recognize the activities of an excep-
tional individual and business, whose out-
standing service to the community and 
determination to do over and above what is 
expected of them positively contributes to 
the quality of life in Wells County. 

Citizen of the Year
When choosing a citizen of the year 

nominee, think about how the individual:
•	 has	given	ongoing	support	to	the	com-

munity
•	 clearly	 demonstrates	 leadership	 and	

hard work 
•	 makes	Wells	County	a	better	place	to	

live
To submit a nomination, please provide 

the following information:
Your contact information (name, phone 

number and email address), the name of 
the Wells County citizen you would like to 
nominate and why they are worthy of this 

honor.
Business of the Year

When choosing a business of the year 
nominee, think about how the business:

•	 has	made	an	impact	on	you	and	many	
others in the community

•	 positively	contributes	to	the	quality	of	
life in Wells County

•	 goes	above	and	beyond	for	their	cus-
tomers

To submit a nomination for either award, 
please provide the following information: 
Your contact information (name, phone 
number and email address), the name of the 
Wells County citizen or business you would 
like to nominate and why they are worthy of 
this honor.

Support letters and other documents are 
also encouraged.

Nomination are due by Nov. 27 by mail 
or email.

Mail: Attn: Erin Prible
Wells County Chamber of Commerce
211 Water Street
Bluffton, IN 46714
Email: eprible@wellscoc.com

State records lowest-ever 
nonfatal occupational 
injury and illness rate

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Fewer than three out of 100 full-time Hoosier workers 
got hurt or sick on the job last year, according to a federal 
survey released Friday. It’s Indiana’s lowest rate since data 
collection began in the early ’90s.

The 2.6 nonfatal occupational injury and illness rate is 
down from 2022’s rate of 2.9. But it is slightly above the 
national average of 2.4, according to a U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics  news release.

Indiana leaders celebrated, ascribing the drop to safety 
protocols.

“These decreasing rates show how employers across the 
Hoosier state realize the importance of safety training and its 
impact in the workplace,” Indiana Department of Labor Com-
missioner David Redden said in a Monday news release. “We 
encourage all businesses to continue to follow (Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration) safety standards and take 
advantage of continual safety education for all workers.”

Nine industries recorded decreased nonfatal injury and ill-
ness rates compared to 2022, according to the state agency’s 
website. Among them were health care and social assistance, 
manufacturing, transportation and warehousing, and utilities.

Seven industries had higher rates than in 2022, like agri-
culture, arts and entertainment, education, local government 
and state government.

Indiana’s lower injury and illness rate was part of a 
national trend downward.

The BLS said the country’s decreases were driven by a 
57% drop in illnesses: from 45.2 per 100 workers in 2022 
(and higher rates in the previous two years) down to 19 per 
100 workers in 2023. States recorded high illness levels dur-
ing the onslaught of the Covid-19 pandemic.

But Hoosier workplace injuries and illnesses have also 
been on a downward trend since the ’90s.

When the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics began its sur-
vey in 1992, Indiana’s rate was 11 injuries or illnesses per 
100 full-time workers. The state reached a high of 11.3 in 
1994. Since then, the rate has decreased by 77%.

Jasper L. Williams, 36, of Fort Wayne, was sentenced 
by United States District Court Chief Judge Holly A. Brady 
after pleading guilty to being a convicted felon in possession 
of a firearm, announced United States Attorney Clifford D. 
Johnson.

Williams was sentenced to 96 months in prison followed 
by 3 years of supervised release. 

According to documents in the case, during a February 
2023 traffic stop, officers recovered a semi-automatic pistol 
along with an AK-style pistol from Williams’ vehicle. Both 
firearms were loaded. Williams had previously been con-
victed of felony offenses for aiding robbery, possessing with 
intent to distribute a controlled substance, and possessing a 
firearm during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime, 
any one of which prohibited him from possessing the fire-
arms in this case. 

This case was investigated by the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives with the assistance of the 
Fort Wayne Police Department. The case was prosecuted by 
Assistant United States Attorney Stacey R. Speith.

Fort Wayne man sentenced 
to eight years in prison 
for possessing firearm
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I’m not a fan of either Trump or 
Harris — and whoever won, I had big 
worries about the country’s future, 
especially on government spending 
and debt. But I was thankful for a 
decisive outcome on Tuesday. I prayed 
for a large enough victory to avoid 
inflaming at least one set of partisans 
— and to give a better opportunity for 
the losers to reconsider their approach 
in the future.  

To the GOP: Congratulations! You 
got what you wanted short-term. But 
now, it’s more likely 
that you’ll lose in 2026 
and 2028. Trump is a 
lame duck and will be a 
mishmash on policy, so 
I’d lower your expecta-
tions. You might hope 
for a vigorous debate between your various factions: the 
populists, small-L libertarians, fiscal conservatives and 
social conservatives. But your future is now more likely 
to be populist until current events or a charismatic candi-
date pushes you somewhere else. 

Did Trump get a “mandate” with his victory? The 
surprising win in the popular vote certainly points that 
direction. But a mandate on what? Going a different 
direction? Sure. But specifically? Inflation is already 
under control (unless Trump’s spending and tariffs bring 
it back). Immigration? That’s easy to reduce going for-
ward. But what to do with those already here? Good 
luck getting the toothpaste back in the tube.

To the Dems: It can be hoped that your fears of 
Trump and “democracy” will not be validated. The 
good news is that you can start over, shedding Hillary, 
Biden and Harris. What’s the future of your party? Get 
ready for blame-shifting between the power-brokers, the 
Progressives, and the Identity Politics folks. And who’s 
on your bench? Maybe Biden and Harris really were 
your best (ouch). Since you’ve ironically had only one 
robust and fair democratic primary since 2008, it’s dif-
ficult to know. But a handful of governors or a smooth 
speaker will probably emerge for 2028.  

On election night, there was statistical analysis claim-
ing that “Harris under-performed Biden.” But Harris was 
largely a proxy for Biden’s administration. Really, it was 
the Biden record that was under-performing. Biden was 
largely ineffective as president — and painfully so, on 
inflation, immigration and international issues. And then 
Harris and others gaslighted those who were concerned 
about Biden’s mental competence. 

Related: the vote was not anti-woman, but a referen-
dum on Biden and Harris. She was dealt a bad hand, ran 
a middling campaign, and looked unimpressive along 
the way. Even though Trump is a hot mess, he was able 
to soundly beat the bigger mess on the other side. Pick 
better people next time and do better when you’re in 
charge. 

Harris was chosen in 2020 explicitly because of her 
race and gender. A necessary problem with “DEI” and 
“Affirmative Action” is the reality or at least the per-
ception that one is not (as) qualified. Given this, it was 
that much more important to see competence or ideally, 
excellence. Unfortunately, that was not the case this 
time. 

While I was watching election returns, I bounced 
through the four legacy networks. (I forgot to check out 
CNN or MSNBC.) I was pleasantly surprised that they 
were somewhere between balanced and friendly with 
Trump. The mainstream media has shredded its cred-
ibility in the last decade. Was this an effort to rehabili-
tate their reputation? Did they have inside information, 
despite supposedly-even polling data—a strong sense 
that Trump was going to win?

Trump’s election elicited everything from fear and 
anger to relief and messianic expectations. For all of us, 
this is an opportunity to take stock of our faith in (and 
potentially idolatry toward) politics and government. 
Politics and public policy matter, but they often disap-
point. In particular, a suggestion for the most passionate 
Trump supporters and the most fearful anti-Trumpers: 
Write down what you think will/could happen over the 
next year or throughout Trump’s term — and save it to 
read in the future. It’ll be helpful for you as you reassess 
your beliefs down the road.

Finally, one of the most unfortunate things about 
democracy: many people imagine that 51 percent jam-
ming their preferred vision of society down the throats 
of the other 49 percent is somehow glorious. For one 
thing, 51-49 is not impressive. For another, whoever 
wins, it’s generally better to leave it out of government’s 
hands when you can. 

To use a silly example, we wouldn’t want pizza top-
pings decided by majority rule; we leave it to the mar-
ket. Sure, use democracy when you must. But promote 
choice, competition and decentralization of government 
to the state and local level — and leave it to markets and 
personal decisions — as much as possible.

Eric Schansberg, Ph.D., an adjunct scholar of the 
Indiana Policy Review Foundation, is 

Professor of Economics at Indiana University Southeast. 

Some calming thoughts 
on Nov. 5

Hoosier
Opinions

Eric
Schansberg

How will Mike Braun govern?
JASPER, Ind. — Mike Braun’s election 

as the state’s 52nd governor came because 
of his small town roots as a businessman. 
Last Tuesday, Braun mowed through rural 
Indiana like a Pentagon daisy cutter on his 
way to notching a decisive 54.5%-40% vic-
tory over Democrat Jennifer McCormick 
while Libertarian Donald Rainwater came in 
at 4.5%.

Braun’s win will bring the current and 
historic GOP gubernatorial dynasty to five 
terms. He told Republicans gathered at the 
JW Marriott, “I know our state has 
four corners. I come from one of 
them. And I’m going to make sure 
that all of us as Hoosiers prosper. I’m 
so anxious to hit the ground running.”

After graduating from Wabash College and Har-
vard, he and his wife Maureen rejected the notion of 
heading to Wall Street or Silicon Valley and returned 
to this bustling city of 16,000 
people. He took a small family-
owned business — Meyer Dis-
tributing —  and turned it into 
one of the city’s largest employ-
ers.

His small Hoosier town ori-
gins gave him the bearings to 
win a U.S. Senate seat in 2018 
and now the governor’s office. 
He defeated two congressmen 
in the Senate primary, then U.S. 
Sen. Joe Donnelly. This year, he 
topped a sitting lieutenant gov-
ernor, a former attorney general, 
two self-funding former Com-
merce secretaries in the primary and then the former 
superintendent of public instruction.

While Braun did well in GOP strongholds in Fort 
Wayne and the Indianapolis doughnut counties, he 
mauled the Democrats in rural areas, following the 
same national trend that brought Donald Trump a 
second presidential victory.  Braun won Rush County 
with 66.9%, Noble with 67.7%, Miami with 65.7% 
and Steuben with 66.2%.

Braun won McCormick’s home county of Henry 
with 63% and lieutenant governor nominee Terry 
Goodin’s home county of Scott with 56.9%. In coun-
ties where McCormick and Goodin served as local 
school superintendents and voters would know them 
intricately, Braun carried Delaware 49.9%-45.7% 
(where McCormick headed Yorktown schools) and 
Jackson with 69.4% (where Goodin led Crothersville 
schools).

Throughout Hoosier history, past governors rang-
ing from Oliver P. Morton to Evan Bayh have gone 
from the governor’s office to the U.S. Senate. Braun 
has twisted that, heading back to Indiana after six 
years in D.C. “You know why?” he asks. “Because 
they’re from the farm system of politics.” Braun’s 
identity is that of a businessman and he intends to run 
the state like a business.

“I fixed health care in my own business, have 
healthier employees, cut costs 15 years ago, created 
health care consumers out of my employees, and 
know some of the things I can do for coverage of our 
own state employees,” he said.

Braun has said that he will spend his Fridays in Jas-
per, inviting folks down to talk. I found Sen. Braun in 

his office in the “old building” when I paid 
such a visit. The cramped office had the 
trappings of an industrial middle manager, 
except there is a U.S. Senate logo on the 
wall behind his desk, which features a tri-
pod and a camera for making videos. There 
are three chairs in front of his desk.

This sprawling company was a beehive 
of activity, with beeping forklifts and trans-
porters shifting product on to tractor-trailers, 
while Aerosmith rock music blared in the 
background. He appeared to be on a first-

name basis with his employ-
ees. “There’s no substitute 
about seeing the context of 
where you’re coming from,” 
Braun said during a walking 

tour last year of this 270,000 square feet complex. 
“My major piece of work, you’re looking at it right 
here.”

He has promised to be 
“transparent and accessible.” 
Throughout the campaign, 
Braun regularly availed himself 
to Statehouse reporters. He is 
not a flashy guy; he’s friendly, 
frank and to the point.

What’s a typical Mike Braun 
work day? “Go to bed late, get 
up early,” he said. “I’m lucky I 
can thrive on that.”

When I asked him what 
would a Gov. Braun’s adminis-
tration look like, he described 
how new 8th District congress-
man Mark Meissmer suggested 

he run for the Indiana House in 2013.
“That’s how I became a legislator,” Braun said. “I 

got some novel legislation done. I was honored when 
Ed Soliday asked me to be co-author of the road bill. 
I found out you can get stuff done through the legisla-
tive process. So what I’ll bring to bear as the governor 
will be someone who will be entrepreneurial politi-
cally. To me if you’re a good entrepreneur, politics is 
easier than building a business.”

Gov.-elect Braun will begin to take a “critical look” 
at the state’s 80 agencies. “It’s not going to be hard 
for me and my team to discern whether it needs major 
overhaul, minor tune-up or it’s working well,” he said.

He wants the General Assembly to take up his 
property tax reforms first. “That has been by far the 
thing I’ve heard the most about over the last two 
years,” Braun said. He has proposed a 3% annual cap 
on property tax increases and a “reset” to 2021 tax 
levels.

Lowering the cost of health care will also be a top 
priority. “It’s one of the biggest sectors of our econo-
my,” he said. “It’s got political risk to it. I’ll size up all 
that, and I’ll put a team together.”

He called the state’s infant and maternal mortal-
ity rates “shameful.” He will seek to remove income 
requirements for private school vouchers.

“I come from the real world of building a busi-
ness,” Braun told me last year. “That was my life’s 
work. I was always interested that if that window 
opened, to jump through it.”

Howey is a senior writer for Howey Politics Indiana and State 
Affairs. State Affairs reporters Tom Davies and Rory Appleton con-

tributed to this column. Find Howey on X @hwypol.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

Donald Trump 
deserves enormous credit 
for his historic victory, in 
which he increased his 
support among almost 
every demographic group 
in the country. But Demo-
crats made it possible 
with several catastrophic 
choices over the past four 
years. Here are the eight 
key blunders that paved 
the way for Trump’s 
comeback:

1. They ignored warn-
ings from liberal economists that their 
massive new spending would unleash 
disastrous inflation. Democrats 
should have listened to former Clin-
ton treasury secretary Lawrence H. 
Summers, who cautioned in 2021 that 
the American Rescue Plan would “set 
off inflationary pressures of a kind we 
have not seen in a generation.” They 
should have heeded Obama economic 
adviser Jason Furman, who warned 
that “pouring roughly half trillion 
dollars of gasoline on the inflationary 
fire that is already burning is 
reckless.” They were right. By 
the time Joe Biden and Kamala 
Harris took office, the economy 
had turned the corner and was 
growing at 6.5 percent. But they 
wanted credit for the post-covid 
recovery. Instead, they got the 
blame for unleashing the worst 
inflation in four decades.

2. They created a border 
disaster. Democrats knew that 
illegal immigration propelled 
Trump into the White House in 
2016. So why, on winning back the 
presidency in 2020, did they imme-
diately unleash the worst peacetime 
border crisis in U.S. history? The 
crisis cost taxpayers $150 billion in 
2023 alone, according to an analy-
sis by the Federation for American 
Immigration Reform - forcing inun-
dated communities to cut police, fire 
and other services to support illegal 
migrants. Did they think voters would 
reward them?

3. Their catastrophic withdrawal 
from Afghanistan convinced Ameri-
cans they were incompetent. Most 
were not thinking of Afghanistan 
in the voting booth, but the hor-
rific images of Afghans falling from 

departing U.S. military 
aircraft, Taliban forces rid-
ing abandoned U.S. military 
vehicles, and 13 Americans 
killed by a suicide bomber 
at the Kabul airport’s Abbey 
Gate indelibly changed opin-
ions of Biden’s presidency. 
Before Kabul fell in August 
2021, his approval rating 
had never dipped below 50 
percent. After, the floor fell 
out. Harris proudly declared 
she was the last one in the 

room before Biden made the 
fateful decision to pull out - which 
sent a message of weakness that 
clearly emboldened Russia to invade 
Ukraine, and Hamas, an Iranian 
proxy, to launch the worst massacre 
of Jews since the Holocaust. Demo-
crats promised to end the chaos of 
the Trump era, but instead unleashed 
chaos on the world stage.

4. They broke their promise to 
unite the country. Biden pledged 
in his inaugural address to put his 
“whole soul” into “bringing America 

together.” Instead, he compared 
Republicans to racists and traitors, 
accusing them of standing with 
George Wallace, Bull Connor and 
Jefferson Davis for opposing his 
partisan election bill, and declaring 
right before the election that “the 
only garbage I see floating out there 
is [Trump’s] supporters” (he later 
claimed, implausibly, that he had mis-
spoken). Harris went further, calling 
Trump “a fascist,” a “wannabe dicta-
tor” and a “petty tyrant.” This not 
only reeked of desperation, it violated 
the very reason voters elected them.

5. They covered up Biden’s cogni-
tive decline. Democrats misled the 
American people about Biden’s men-

tal fitness - assuring them, as Harris 
did, that the president was “vibrant,” 
“tireless” and “absolutely authorita-
tive in rooms around the globe” - only 
to have those falsehoods exposed 
by Biden’s disastrous debate perfor-
mance. Americans don’t like being 
lied to. And if they had been honest 
sooner, Democrats could have held 
a competitive primary and picked a 
more capable and appealing nominee.

6. They didn’t give voters a benign 
alternative. Unlike Biden, who at 
least had the veneer of moderation, 
Democrats nominated the most radi-
cal Democratic ticket in the history 
of the country. Harris was on record 
as having supported the Democratic 
so cialist agenda, from the Green 
New Deal to Medicare-for-all. In 
her 2019 campaign, she had pledged 
to ban fracking and the sale of gas-
powered cars, decriminalize illegal 
border crossings and provide tax-
payer-funded health care for illegal 
migrants, including gender transition 
surgery. Repudiating so much of her 
2019 platform came across as both 

inauthentic and implausible. Polls 
showed nearly half the country 
thought Harris was too far left.

7. They offered Americans con-
tinuity when they wanted change. 
In an election when 95 percent of 
Americans sought change, nomi-
nating the sitting vice president of 
one of the most unpopular admin-
istrations since World War II was a 
mistake. Only once in the last 188 
years has a sitting vice president 
been elected president, and that 
was in 1988 when George H.W. 

Bush was elected because Americans 
wanted another Reagan term. No one 
wanted another Biden term.

8. Their campaign of lawfare 
locked in Trump’s nomination. 
Indicting Trump caused many Repub-
licans, including some who had been 
open to a different nominee, to rally 
around the former president. And that 
was exactly what many Democrats 
wanted. They thought Trump would 
be easier to beat. They were wrong.

Any one of these mistakes might 
have been survivable, but together 
they created a perfect catastrophic 
storm that Trump rode back into the 
White House.
Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X

Marc
Thiessen

8 Democratic choices that paved 
the way for Trump’s comeback
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428 S. Oak Street in Bluffton
260-824-5222 

www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

wellscocreativearts
Instagram: @creativeartscouncil

Creative Arts office hours — Mon-
day through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Friday (by appointment only).

Creative Arts Dance Academy
Excerpts from “The Nutcracker”
Creative Arts Youth Dance Com-

pany proudly present excerpts from 
“The Nutcracker”

Admission: $5 at the door
Performances: 
Dec. 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 7 at 3:00 p.m.

Creative Arts Theater
Creative Arts 24/25 Theater season 

has been announced:
· “The BEST Christmas Pageant 

Ever” – Dec. 12 – 14, 2024
· “Joseph and the Amazing Tech-

nicolor Dreamcoat” – March 6 – 8, 
2025

· Disney Newsies JR – June 13 – 
14, 2025

· Disney Artistocats Kids – June 27 
– 28, 2025

Admission: $15 per person sold 
through ArtsTix – (260) 422-4226

Auditorium: 428 S Oak Street, 
Bluffton, IN 46714
New Adult Acting class this Winter

Acting 101/102
· Mondays from 6 to 9 p.m. 6 week 

session: Jan. 6-Feb. 10
· Creative Arts Council of Wells 

County, 428 S Oak St, Bluffton / 
Enter Door 10

· Age 16+
· Cost: $100 per student
· Instructor: Meagan VandeLaar
Whether you are completely new 

to the acting world, have done some 
plays but want to dive deeper and 
grow your craft, or you are an experi-
enced actor that could use a refresher 
course, Acting 101/102 will give you 
the basic (and not so basic) tools you 
need to take the next step in your 
acting journey in an engaging and 
empowering atmosphere. Participants 
will be introduced to several acting 
and movement techniques, learn the 
basics of scene study and charac-
terization, and learn to follow their 

impulses and work collaboratively 
with their scene partners.

· Registration: https://form.jot-
form.com/243045826666160

 Auditions for “Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”

· Friday, Nov. 15 from 6 to  9 p.m. 
· Saturday, Nov. 16 from 9 a.m. to 

12 p.m.
Callbacks, if needed, will be Tues-

day, Nov. 19.
· Where: Lounge and Cafeteria at 

Creative Arts Council at 428 S Oak 
St, Bluffton, IN. 

Please enter through entrance 10 
(the Creative Arts entrance) and fol-
low the signs to the audition area.

· Who: There will be an adult cho-
rus as well as a children’s choir as 
part of the production. Anyone age 8 
years old and up can audition for the 
show.

· What to prepare: As there is no 
actual dialog in this musical, there 
will be no reading done during the 
audition. Please prepare a short song 
for the audition that highlights your 
vocal range and personality. A CD/
MP3 player will be provided. How-
ever, NO ACCOMPANIST WILL BE 
PROVIDED. Please plan on provid-
ing your own accompaniment (CD/
MP3, etc.) or even an unaccompanied 
solo. Also, if interested, please be 
prepared to learn a short group cho-
reography segment to give an idea of 
your abilities in that area which will 
also be reviewed. The brothers and 
wives (along with some of the leads) 
will be performing choreography dur-
ing the show.

· Registration: Please register prior 
to attending auditions on our website 
at: https://www.wellscocreativearts.
com/other-yearly-productions
“The BEST Christmas Pageant Ever” 

presented by Creative Arts Theater
In this hilarious Christmas classic, 

a couple struggling to put on a church 
Christmas pageant is faced with cast-
ing the Herdman kids- probably the 
most inventively awful kids in his-
tory. You won’t believe the mayhem-
and the fun- when the Herdmans col-
lide head-on with the story of Christ-
mas! A great show for all ages! Run 
time – 1 hour 15 minutes

· Performances (4):
Thursday, Dec. 12 at 7 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 13 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. and 7 

p.m.
· Tickets ($15) on sale through 

ArtsTix at https://tickets.artstix.
org/TheatreManager/1/tmEvent/
tmEvent4203.html or by calling (260) 
422-4226, Monday – Friday from 12 
to 6 p.m. or Saturday from 12 to 4 
p.m.

Auditorium, 428 S Oak St, Bluff-
ton

Creative Arts School of Music
· Voice Lessons with Lynne Nier-

meyer, Tuesday afternoon/evenings, 
$30/half hour lesson

· Guitar Lessons with Mike 
Needler, Tuesday afternoon/evenings, 
$35/half hour lessons

For more information regarding 
the music lessons above, please call 
the office at (260) 824-5222 for les-
son times/availability. 

Ongoing Activities 
Creative Crew: Tuesdays from 

8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. All forms of 
creativity welcome: painting, draw-
ing, needlework and more…. spend
the morning working on your craft 
and socialize with other artists. Enter 
Door 1 or Door 10 at Life Commu-
nity Church, the creative crew meets 
in the cafe. 

Readers’ Brown Bag Luncheon:
Meeting the last Tuesday of the 
month at noon at Life Community 
Church, enter door 10. All readers are 
welcome. Feel free to call the office 
for more information.

***Important Scheduling Note: Chang-
es can occur after the Creative Happenings 
column has been published. Please confirm 
dates and times before planning to partici-
pate in programs and activities***

Creative Arts Council activities are 
supported by memberships, sponsors and 
grants from funders including Arts United, 
a regional agency; the Indiana Arts Com-
mission, a state agency; and the National 
Endowment for the Arts, a national agency.

Events at the Creative Arts 
Council of Wells County

Tego’s Tips: All adop-
tion fees are waived on 
any cat/kitten that is 
already spayed/neutered 
until the end of the year. 
This will still include 
their de wormer, flea 
treatment and Distemper 
series vaccine. Tego

These are just a few pets 
available for adoption at the 
Wells County Animal Shelter, 
1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. 
For more information call 
824-6063.

Taylor is a six-month-
old, domestic short hair, 
spayed female.

Chase is a four-month-old, 
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

Ringo is a five-month-old, 
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

A Talk with Tego

As I write this column, 
the first week of Novem-
ber, the weather is mild 
and the trees have mostly 
shed their leaves as the 
wind for a few days took 
care of that. Now they are 
on the ground and need to 
be raked up.

Halloween is over and 
despite the horrible (but 
much needed) rain most of 
the evening, the trick-or-
treaters still survived and 
gathered lots of treats.

Our family had to go 
several places to place 
their vote. My grand-
daughter and I went to 
Indiana Wesleyan on Oct. 
24. My daughter went to 
Lighted Gardens where we 
saw other family members 
in line. We saw many long 
lines everywhere we went. 
Afternoon voters seem 
to have been over the age 
of 40 and evening voters 
were mostly young ones.

Issac Zent, president 

of the Zanesville Town 
Council, and his children 
were working hard the 
other Saturday getting a 
spot ready for the Allen 
County Sculpture. Tell 
them thanks when you see 
them.

Our condolences to 
the family of Richard 
Bumgarner who passed 
away at the age of 94 on 
Oct. 25. He was a mem-
ber of the 1947 East Union 
Center graduating class.

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

Senior Emmerson Del-
aney has been selected to 
receive the Norwell High 
School Internship Spot-
light award. She has been 
doing her experience with 
Norwell Middle School 
Social Studies teacher 
Carey Smith. Emmerson 
is the daughter of Amy 
Marshall of Markle and 
Allan Delaney of Zanes-
ville.

 In the 8th grade U.S. 
History classes, Emmer-
son has been doing a great 

deal of observation. She 
has been learning how 
the teacher manages her 
classroom with teaching 
styles and student behav-
ioral skills. Emmerson 
has also helped create les-
son plans, grade assign-
ments, do attendance, 
make copies, and run 
errands. She periodically 
assists students one on 
one with classroom work.

Upon graduat ion, 
Emmerson plans to study 
at the Salon Professional 

Academy in Fort Wayne. 
Her focus will be on 
facials.

Emmerson Delaney

Norwell Internship Spotlight award
Emmerson Delaney

Christmas 
Caboose Train 
rides in New 

Haven
Rides on the Christmas 

Caboose Train will depart 
from the Santa’s Workshop 
in New Haven at 1580 Edg-
erton Rd. on the weekends 
of Nov. 15, 16, 17, 22, 23 & 
24.

Santa will be on board 
for the 20 minute rides and 
tickets must be purchased in 
advance. The cars are heated 
and Travelin’ Tom’s Coffee 
will be offering warm bev-
erages and baked goods for 
purchase.

Trains run rain or shine 
and with restrooms avail-
able. For more information 
go to https://www.indianara-
ilexperience.org/christmas-
caboose/

Kitco reunion 
this Saturday
A reunion for former 

Kitco employees will be 
held this Saturday, Nov. 
16 from 1-3 p.m. at First 
Reformed Church at 301 W. 
Cherry St. 

Park on the west side 
and enter at the north door. 
Refreshments will be served.

Adams and Wells 
LifeWise presents 
interactive update

Adams and Wells 
LifeWise will host an 
informational event Sun-
day, Nov. 17 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Apostolic Chris-
tian Fellowship Hall.

The public is invit-
ed to learn more about 
local efforts to provide 
Bible education with an 
emphasis on character 
qualities during school 
hours.

Discussion topics will 
include current activi-
ties, future goals, a mock 
classroom led by South 
Adams’ LifeWise teach-
er Brooke Schwartz, 
student stories and how 
to get involved. Snacks 
will be provided. 

The church is locat-
ed at 1970 S 800 E in 
Bluffton.



By HANNA ARHIROVA 
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) 
— Russian glide bombs, 
drones and a ballistic missile 
smashed into cities in south-
ern and eastern Ukraine on 
Monday, officials said, kill-
ing at least six civilians and 
injuring about 30 others.

U k r a i n e  P r e s i d e n t 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
that Russia has recently 
intensified strikes that have 
long tormented civilian 
areas, in an apparent effort 
to unnerve Ukrainians and 
wear down their willing-
ness to keep up a war that 
is approaching its 1,000-day 
milestone.

“Every day, every night, 
Russia commits the same 
terror,” Zelenskyy said in a 
post on the Telegram mes-
saging app. “Except that an 
increasing number of civil-
ian objects are becoming 
targets.”

B o t h  R u s s i a  a n d 
Ukraine are waiting to 
see how Washington will 
change its policy on the 

war after Donald Trump 
takes office as the U.S. 
president in January. The 
U.S. is the biggest provider 
of military help to Ukraine, 
but Trump has chided the 
Biden administration for 
giving Kyiv tens of billions 
of dollars of aid.

The Ukrainian army 
intends to expand its mobile 
units, which are primarily 
tasked with shooting down 
drones, in the regions most 
frequently targeted by Rus-
sian strikes, Zelenskyy said 
on Telegram.

He also said that Ukraine 
is working on producing its 
own glide bombs as part of 
a domestic missile program. 
Russian glide bombs have 
significantly impacted the 
battlefield, as their destruc-
tive power reduces settle-
ments to rubble and makes 
it increasingly difficult for 
Ukrainian forces to hold 
their defensive fortifica-
tions.

Ukrainian forces are 
being slowly pushed back-
ward in the eastern Donetsk 

region, where Russia is 
bringing its greater military 
might to bear. Zelenskyy 
said Ukraine would con-
duct a “substantial rein-

forcement” in areas near 
the Donetsk settlements of 
Kurakhove and Pokrovsk, 
where Ukraine’s army is in 
danger of being overrun.

that it hit a Hezbollah site 
used to store weapons, and 
the strike was under review.

Hezbollah began firing 
rockets, drones and missiles 
into Israel after war broke 
out in Gaza, in solidar-
ity with the Palestinians and 
Hamas. Israel retaliated, and 
a series of escalations have 
led to all-out war.

In northern Gaza, an 
Israeli strike on a home 
sheltering displaced people 
in the urban refugee camp 
of Jabaliya killed at least 
17 people, including nine 
women, according to Dr. 
Fadel Naim, director of Al-
Ahly Hospital in Gaza City.

Israel’s military said that 
it targeted a site where mili-
tants were operating, with-
out providing evidence. It 
said the details of the strike 
were under review.

A separate strike hit a 
house in Gaza City, killing 
Wael al-Khour, a minister in 

the Hamas-run government, 
as well as his wife and three 
children, according to the 
Civil Defense first respond-
ers who operate under the 
government.

Israel strikes deeper 
into Lebanon

Israel has struck deep-
er inside Lebanon since 
September, when it killed 
Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah and most of his 
top commanders. Hezbol-
lah has expanded its rocket 
fire from northern to cen-
tral Israel. The fighting 
has killed more than 3,100 
people in Lebanon, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry, 
and more than 70 people in 
Israel.

After Israel’s strike in Aal-
mat, around 25 miles north of 
Beirut, legislator Raed Berro 
denied that any Hezbollah 
personnel or assets were in 
the building hit.

“Everyone can see, in 
front of cameras, that what 

is being pulled from under 
the rubble are women, chil-
dren and elderly people who 
have nothing to do with 
weapons or rocket ware-
houses,” Berro said.

Hassan Ghaddaf, who 
lived next door and was 
slightly wounded while 
heading to his balcony with 
morning coffee, said dis-
placed people were in the 
building.

“I had seen them and got 
to know them the other day,” 
Ghaddaf said. “They were 
peaceful. On the contrary, 
they had someone from the 
Lebanese Internal Security 
Forces that works for the 
state, and we saw their garb 
and clothes in the rubble.”

In Syria, an Israeli air-
strike hit a residential build-
ing in the Damascus suburb 
of Sayyida Zeinab, and the 
Defense Ministry said that 
seven civilians were killed, 
state news agency SANA 
reported. Britain-based 

opposition war monitor 
The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights suggested 
that Hezbollah was targeted. 
Israel didn’t immediately 
comment.

Fears of famine
 in northern Gaza

The mid-month deadline 
is approaching for the Biden 
administration’s ultimatum 
for Israel: Allow more aid 
into Gaza or risk possible 
restrictions on U.S. military 
funding.

Israeli forces have encir-
cled and largely isolated 
Jabaliya and the nearby 
northern Gaza towns of Beit 
Lahiya and Beit Hanoun for 
the past month, allowing 
only a trickle of humanitari-
an aid. Experts from a panel 
that monitors food security 
say famine is imminent or 
may already be happening.

The northern third of 
Gaza, including Gaza City, 
has suffered the heaviest 
destruction of the 13-month 

war. Israel has sent forces 
back in, saying Hamas has 
regrouped.

Israeli strikes often kill 
women and children. The 
military says it only targets 
militants, whom it accuses 
of hiding among civilians.

Also on Sunday, Israel’s 
military released what it 
called footage of Hamas 
abusing detainees. The 
soundless footage, dated 
from 2018 to 2020, appears 
to show hooded detainees 
chained in stress positions. 
In some clips, men beat or 
poke them with batons. It 
wasn’t possible to indepen-

dently verify the videos, 
which the military said that 
it recovered during opera-
tions in Gaza.

Rights groups have long 
accused the Hamas-run gov-
ernment in Gaza and the 
Western-backed Palestin-
ian Authority in the occu-
pied West Bank of abus-
ing detainees and violently 
quashing dissent. Israel 
has been accused of simi-
lar abuses, especially since 
the start of the war. Israeli 
prison authorities say they 
follow relevant laws and 
investigate allegations of 
wrongdoing.
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PAT CARTER
REAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEER

THINKING OF SELLING?

•ESTATE LIQUIDATION AUCTIONS
•REAL ESTATE

•PERSONAL PROPERTY
•ANTIQUES

•FARM MACHINERY
•FARM GROUND

LET MY
35 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE

WORK FOR YOU!

AU19500212 • AC30500053

260.273.8294 • STEFFENGRP.COM
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www.LengerichMeats.com

Get Ready For 
     The Holidays

3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE • 260.638.4123

Thanksgiving & Christmas Are Our Specialties
Call & Order Your Holiday Ham Or Smoked Turkey

SPECIALS
Chili Seasoned Ground Beef . . . . .$5.99/lb.
BBQ Pork Burgers . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.49/lb.
Smoked Cheddar Cheese . . . . . . . .$9.19/lb.
Sandwich Sliced Honey Ham . . . .$6.49/lb.

PRICES GOOD
Nov. 11 – Nov. 16

Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . $2.99/lb.dressed weight

Sides of  Beef 
Available at 

Market Prices

Sides of  Beef 
Available at 

Market Prices

Sides of  Beef Available 
at Market Prices

Sides of  Beef Available 
at Market Prices

Whole or Half Hog  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2.29/lb.

Mon. - Wed. 9-5 • Thur. - Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 8-1

The Wells County Foundation, Inc. 
222 W. Market Street
Bluffton, IN  46714 
260-824-8620
www.wellscountyfound.org

Hope Lights a Tree 

For information about how to participate, visit 
our website or call the Foundation office.43

Days Until
Christmas
Days Until
Christmas

toCHRISTMASCHRISTMASCOUNTDOWN

915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton
260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com

Great Bedding 
At Great Prices

Mattress and FurnitureMattress and FurnitureMattress and FurnitureMattress and Furniture

www.LengerichMeats.com

Get Ready For 
    The Holidays

FRESH 
VARIETY

LOCAL
QUALITY

3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE
260.638.4123

Call & Order Your Holiday Ham Or Smoked Turkey
Pulled Pork with or without BBQ Sauce
Homemade Chicken Salad
Homemade Ham Salad • Sloppy Joe
Smoked Pork Chops • Smoked Turkeys
Summer Sausage • Cheeseballs
Canned Beef • Canned Chicken

1308 S. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON • 824-0418
BLUFFTON TIRE INC.

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00
WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM

Over 20 Major Brands of Tires • Since 1963

Wishing You Safe 
Travels for the 
Holidays! Have 

Your Car Serviced.
Blu� ton Tire Gift Cards

The Perfect Holiday Gift!

ASE Certi� ed Master Technicians
Check Out the Rebates We Have on Oil Changes!

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE

Israeli strikes kill dozens
(Continued from Page 1)

Russian strikes kill 6 and injure 30 in Ukraine



By RYAN WALKER
Bluffton nearly dropped 100 points on Canterbury on 

opening night.
The Tigers’ 99-16 victory over the Cavaliers (0-3) is 

what Bluffton fans hope is foreshadowing for the season to 
come with several of its key returning players.

Bluffton blitzed its opponent from the opening tip, scor-
ing 15 seconds in and like an assembly line, forced turn-
overs and scored layups one after another. By the end of the 
quarter, it was 31-0.

Canterbury, who did not have a varsity team last year, 
struggled on both ends of the floor with its revamped roster. 
It coughed up 33 turnovers in the game and failed to score 
until the 4:19 mark in the second quarter. The singular point 
was on the first shot of two free throws by Grace Chaille, 
but the score was 51-1 by that point.

Bluffton head coach Doug Curtis placed his bench and 
junior varsity members onto the floor for parts of the second 
quarter and most of the second half. The Tigers shot 66% 
(44-66) from the floor and called off the dogs when they 
reached 99. For just over a minute, the team played keep-
away to push away 100 points.

“A couple of things we can take from tonight is No. 1, 
we know we have a chance to be a really good basketball 
team,” Curtis said. “Really good basketball teams should 
do what they did tonight. That’s what should happen. It 
shouldn’t be a 45-20 game, it should be what happened ... 
The second thing is that we were really efficient. We want 
to be really efficient when you have the opportunity to be.”

Seniors Isabella Stout and Maryn Schreiber scored 25 
and 14 of the team’s 99 points, while junior Konley Ault tal-
lied 16. The Tigers’ freshman also got into double figures 
with Khloe Dick dropping 15 in her first varsity contest and 
Kamryn Ault with 11 in hers.

Dick did not start the game but was the first option off 
the bench to start the season. She picked off a few passes 
and transitioned them for easy points, but also made a jump 
shot and a three-point bucket to flash a promising addition 
to an already fierce Tigers squad.

“I think she’s going to step right in and play for us - that’s 
not going to be an issue,” Curtis said. “The key for her is to 
keep learning as we’re going.”

There was no junior varsity contest.
Bluffton will host Northfield at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 

11.
ryan@news-banner.com

BLUFFTON 99, CANTERBURY 16
At Bluffton

CANTERBURY (0-3): Grace Chaille 12 points, Jazmyne Justice 2, Kate Lau-
rie 2, Manhattan Morrisey 0, Sydney Cooley 0, Victoria Kim 0, Maryn Minnick 

0, Malika Ahmad 0, Alexa Coble 0. TOTAL: 16.
BLUFFTON (1-0): Isabella Stout 11-19 0-0 25, Konley Ault 7-9 1-1 16, 

Khloe Dick 7-9 0-0 15, Maryn Schreiber 7-11 0-0 14, Kamryn Ault 5-5 0-0 11, 
Tressa Renner 1-2 4-4 6, Madyson Sonnigsen 2-2 0-0 4, Sophie Eisenhut 2-2 
0-2 4, Isla Gibson 2-5 0-0 4, Marly Drayer 0-1 0-0 0, Madelyn Funk 0-0 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 44-66 5-7 99.

Canterbury    0    3    9    4 — 16
Bluffton         31  33  24  11 — 99

Three-Point FG: Canterbury 1 (Chaille 1), Bluffton: 6-13 (Stout 3-6, Kon-
ley Ault 1-1, Dick 1-2, Kamryn Ault 1-1, Renner 0-1, Funk 0-1, Gibson 0-1). 
Rebounds: Canterbury: 16 (Coley 3, Laurie 3, Ahmad 2, Chaille 1, Coble 1), 
Bluffton: 32 (Schreiber 9, Stout 5, Konley Ault 4, Drayer 4, Kamryn Ault 2, 
Sonnigsen 2, Eisenhut 2, Dick 1, Renner 1, Funk 1, Gibson 1). Turnovers: 
Canterbury: 33, Bluffton: 7. Fouls: Canterbury: 9, Bluffton 9. Fouled out: 
None. Technicals: None.

JV: No game.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2024 • The News-Banner • Page 1a

SportsThe News-Banner
Sports Scoreboard - Page 2a

1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren

DeWeese
SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES

We Service All Appliances

Carpet Binding • Installation • Floor Covering Specialists

136 West Market Street 
Bluff ton, IN

Call For Appointment

260-438-9001
Open by Appointment

Monday thru Friday

123 S  JOHNSON  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar O�  Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

Friday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday BandsFriday & Saturday Bands
This Saturday Night Nov. 9th

8 pm-12 am - Jaul Break
Friday Night Nov. 15th
8 pm-12 am - Karaoke! 

Saturday Night Nov. 16th
8 pm-12 am - Austin City

Weekly Drink Specials and Events!
Sundays Biscuits & Gravy 

9am - until GONE!

High School Calendar
TUESDAY, NOV 12
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Northfield at Bluff-

ton, 7:30 p.m.; Northrop at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; 
Union Modoc at Southern Wells, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOV 12
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, NOV 14
No events scheduled.

Tigers hang nearly 100 points in girls’ basketball opener

Bluffton’s Isabella Stout (right) fades away from two Canterbury defenders during Saturday’s opener for the Tigers. Stout led all 
scorers with 25 points in a 99-16 rout over the Cavaliers. (Photo by Ryan Walker)

Norwell’s Macie Saalfrank (left) drives the ball toward the basket against a tight Warsaw defense 
in the first half of Saturday night’s game at Norwell. The Knights dropped the non-conference 
meeting to the Tigers 74-50. (Photo by Chad Kline)

Raiders improve to 2-1 with road 
victory over Indians in girls’ hoops

By ANDREW FEEBACK
It was a rough night at the Castle for the 

Norwell girls basketball team as they fell to 
the visiting Warsaw Tigers 74-50. 

Warsaw (2-0) used its size, length and 
speed to force Norwell into 22 turnovers. 

“They’re just long and so athletic,” coach 
Eric Thornton said. “They’re strong too, 
and they’ve got a lot of upperclassmen who 
have been playing since their freshman year. 
I think they’re a top five team in the state 
overall regardless of class. You have to play 
four really good quarters against them, and 
the turnovers just became too much to over-
come.” 

The Knights (2-1) traded blows with 
the Tigers early on, with the lead changing 
hands nine times in the first quarter. 

Warsaw reeled off 12 straight points 
to go up 29-17, a lead the Tigers wouldn’t 
relinquish. They used the three-point shoot-
ing of Brooke Zartman and the inside play 
of Brooke Winchester while keeping Nor-
well scoreless for more than five minutes. 

Foul trouble to Vanessa Rosswurm was 
a culprit during that stretch. After picking 
up her second foul moments into the sec-
ond quarter, she had to take a seat. Norwell 
failed to score before she re-entered, and she 
got her third foul with more than three min-
utes to go in the half. 

“We need V out there,” Thornton said. “I 
thought she really continued to try to lead 
through that foul trouble. She’s growing 
along with our entire team. Vanessa com-
peted to the end, and I would say that about 
our team as well.” 

It was an eight-point game at the half, 
and Norwell still trailed by just eight mid-
way through the third, which drew a War-
saw timeout.

But a three-pointer from Zartman and 
back to back buckets from Joslyn Bricker 
and Alexis Neely suddenly had the Tigers 
up 48-33. 

“I thought our kids really came out of 
the locker room well, and we just kind of 

Turnovers too much for 
Knights in loss to IBCA’s 
No. 8 Warsaw Tigers 

Southern Wells left Union City with a 
victory in girls’ basketball Saturday night.

The Raiders (2-1) picked up a 56-41 win 
over the Indians (1-1) to gain their second 
win of the season and improving to a win-
ning record.

Collena Reeves had a career-high 21 
points to lead the Raiders, followed by an 
18-point night from Ashlie Needler. Erika 
Beavans had seven and Kaylee Davis five.

Southern Wells will face Union Modoc at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 12.

Norwell’s Grace Mann received a 
second-team all-state girls’ soccer honor 
over the weekend.

The high school girls’ soccer weekend 
included an award cermony and a show-
case game in Indianapolis. There, Mann 
received her award for being among one 
of the best players in the state of Indiana 
regardless of class affiliation.

The junior Creighton Blue Jay commit 

scored 41 goals in 16 games and assisted 
on seven goals. Her 41 goals placed her 
seventh in the state of Indiana via Max-
Preps stats.

She also participated in the show-
case games, in which head coach Dan 
Batdorff attended and said, “Grace dis-
played her skills well and stood out as 
one of th best players representing Dis-
trict 1.”

Knights’ Mann picks up all-state 
second team award in soccer

(Continued on Page A2)



FOOTBALL
NFL

Thursday’s Games
Baltimore 35, Cincinnati 34

Sunday’s Games
Carolina 20, N.Y. Giants 17, OT, 

Munich, DEU
Buffalo 30, Indianapolis 20
Kansas City 16, Denver 14
Minnesota 12, Jacksonville 7
New England 19, Chicago 3
New Orleans 20, Atlanta 17
Pittsburgh 28, Washington 27
San Francisco 23, Tampa Bay 20
L.A. Chargers 27, Tennessee 17
Arizona 31, N.Y. Jets 6
Philadelphia 34, Dallas 6
Detroit 26, Houston 23
Open: Cleveland, Las Vegas, Green 

Bay, Seattle
Monday’s Games

Miami 23, L.A. Rams 15
Thursday, Nov. 14

Thursday Night Football: Washing-
ton at Philadelphia, 8:15 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 17
Baltimore at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Detroit, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at New England, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Miami, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Sunday Night Football: Indianapolis 

at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Atlanta at Denver, 4:05 p.m.
Seattle at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
Kansas City at Buffalo, 4:25 p.m.
Cincinnati at L.A. Chargers, 8:20 

p.m.
Open: Arizona, Carolina, N.Y. 

Giants, Tampa Bay
Monday, Nov. 18
Monday Night Football: Houston at 

Dallas, 8:15 p.m.

College
Ohio State 45, Purdue 0
Texas 49, Florida 17
Ole Miss 28, Georgia 10
Indiana 20, Michigan 15
Colorado 41, Texas Tech 27
Oregon 39, Maryland 18
Notre Dame 52, Florida State 3
Alabama 42, LSU 13
Penn State 35, Washington 6BYE 

22, Utah 21

BASKETBALL
High School

Saturday Girls’ Scores
Bluffton 99, Ft. Wayne Canterbury 16
Center Grove 43, Fishers 22
Charlestown 47, Madison Shawe 32
Churubusco 65, Hamilton 9
Daleville 62, Anderson Prep Acad-

emy 20
Delta 69, Madison-Grant 12
E. Noble 67, Westview 32
Eastbrook 61, S. Adams 45
Forest Park 45, Tell City 37
Ft. Wayne Blackhawk 49, W. Noble 

35
Ft. Wayne Concordia 57, New Haven 

23
Ft. Wayne Luers 55, Central Noble 40
Ft. Wayne Northrop 61, Elkhart 40
Gibson Southern 52, Mt. Vernon 

(Posey) 5
Goshen 58, LaPorte 20
Hamilton Southeastern 54, Indpls 

Ben Davis 33
Lakewood Park 68, Adams Central 

54
Maconaquah 40, Tipton 15
Marion 56, Logansport 51
Monroe Central 47, Frankton 41
Noblesville 66, Avon 61
Peru 45, Mississinewa 44
Southern Wells 56, Union City 41
Union (Modoc) 44, Phalen 12
Warren Central 56, Ft. Wayne South 

23
Warsaw 74, Norwell 50
Ft. Wayne Snider 40, Lake Central 33

College
Men’s Scores (Saturday)

Tennessee 77, Louisville 55
Baylor 72, Arkansas 67
Auburn 74, Houston 69

Men’s Scores (Sunday)
Indiana 90, E. Illinois 55
Wake Forest 72, Michigan 70

Men’s Scores (Monday)
Purdue 92, Yale 84
Ohio State 81, Youngstown State 47

Women’s Scores (Saturday)
USC 90, Cal Poly 35

Women’s Scores (Sunday)
Maryland 85, Duke 80
Iowa 71, Virginia Tech 52
Notre Dame 102, Purdue 58

South Carolina 71, NC State 57
Uconn 86, South Flordia 49

Women’s Scores (Monday)
Michigan State 95, Eastern Michi-

gan 49

By HOOSIER 
AG TODAY

Retired Army Col. Joe 
Ricker, who operates At 
Ease Orchard near Wilkin-
son, Indiana in Hancock 
County, is the first recipi-
ent of the Veteran Farmer 
Award of Excellence pre-
sented by the American 
Farm Bureau Federation 
with support from Farm 
Credit.

The newly established 
award recognizes veter-
ans or service members for 
excellence in farming or 
agriculture and positively 
impacting local communi-
ties. 

Ricker served 30 years 
in the Army before retiring 
from a logistics post at the 
Pentagon in 2022. His ser-
vice also included tours in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Since 
leaving the Army, his com-
mitment to excellence in 
farming and enriching the 
lives of veterans has blos-
somed in a myriad of ways 
in both his local community 
of Wilkinson, Indiana, and 
across the country.

Ricker started At Ease 
Orchard, a nonprofit that 
introduces veterans, first 
responders and their family 
members to beekeeping and 
other farm activities. Ricker 
says he trains veterans to 
become beekeepers and start 
their own honey production.

He says beekeeping and 
working on a farm can be 
therapeutic for many veter-
ans—not only for those who 
suffer from post-traumatic 
stress syndrome, but also 
those veterans who may 
return home with a physical 
disability.

“I think it helps veterans. 
It gives them a mission and 
gives them a reason to wake 
up because beekeeping and 
farming, in general, is a little 
bit like the military—there’s 
always danger in it.”

He says he also under-

stands the struggles that 
many veterans face and uses 
to farm to help connect with 
them.

“We’ve been in differ-
ent environments that most 
people who aren’t veterans 
sometimes don’t under-
stand. But it’s a difficult 
environment to try to adjust 
to when you return home 
from serving. With that said, 
being among other veterans 
helps you open up a little 
more. You can say, ‘Hey do 
you remember this?’ You 
kind of have that camarade-
rie where people understand 
what you’re going through,” 
says Ricker.

He also founded Vet-
erans IN Farming, which 
provides veterans in Indi-
ana with training and sup-
port to succeed in farming. 
He’s involved with Heroes 
to Hives through Michigan 
Food & Farming Systems, 
which uses beekeeping to 
help veterans achieve finan-
cial and personal wellness. 
For the last several years, 

he has served as veteran 
outreach coordinator for the 
National AgrAbility Project, 
which helps farmers, ranch-
ers and agricultural workers 
with disabilities remain in 
the workforce.

“We’re proud to elevate 
and celebrate Col. Joe Rick-
er for his past service to our 
country and current involve-
ment in agriculture and local 
communities,” said AFBF 
President Zippy Duvall. 
“We greatly appreciate the 
sacrifices of veterans and 
active service members so 
we can enjoy the freedoms 
we have in our country, and 
I’m delighted to highlight 
their contributions to agri-
culture, too.”

Ability to assess risk, 
aptitude for planning and 
patience are among the 
skills gained from mili-
tary service that Ricker 
has found transition well 
to agriculture. Through the 
training classes he conducts 
in beekeeping and other 
types of agriculture for vet-

erans, he offers an ear and 
more formally, referrals for 
mental health support and 
resources.

“I feel successful and 
worth my time if I save 
one [person] from hurting 
themselves,” Ricker said. 
He’s excited about using 
the $10,000 cash prize for 
the award to train additional 
veterans in beekeeping and 
also improve outreach and 
national networking.

AFBF will present Rick-
er with the Veteran Farmer 
Award of Excellence at the 
organization’s 2025 Con-
vention in January, in San 
Antonio.

To learn more about 
At Ease Orchard and how 
Ricker and his team how 
are helping veterans in need, 
visit AtEaseOrchard.com.
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Agricultural 
Services Guide

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Do you have a 
service or product 
for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 or 622-4108
and � nd out how a� ordable our 

AG SERVICES DIRECTORY 
can be!

Prompt Delivery ...
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils  •  Pure 1-K Kerosene  •  Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol     •   Competitive Prices!

Agriculture
Joe Ricker to receive inaugural Veteran 
Farmer Award from American Farm Bureau

Scoreboard

locker room well, and we just kind of 
chipped away,” he said. “But after the 
timeout, we made several mistakes 
offensively that led to us not being able 
to get back in transition. You have to 
have good possessions. You can’t come 
out and make turnovers when you have 
it down to eight. The game is in the 
balance at that point, and pretty soon it 
was out of reach.” 

Norwell then went through another 
long dry spell, failing to make a field 
goal over the next 10 minutes. Warsaw 
took control with a 16-1 run to take a 
57-34 lead. 

Warsaw finished 10 of 25 beyond 
the arc, while Norwell was 6 of 20. 

Rosswurm topped the Knights 
with 19 points, while Macie Saalfrank 
added 12. 

Zartman led a balanced Warsaw 

attack with 24, while Neely and Brick-
er both had 15 and Winchester added 
14. 

Although the game was far from 
pretty, winning two out of three this 
week was a good start for the Knights. 

“This stretch we’re in right now, 
there’s a purpose for it,” Thornton said. 
“Our kids understand the big picture. 
That doesn’t mean it’s easy, but we’ll 
come back next week and get ready for 
the next one.” 

That will be Tuesday night when 
the Knights host Fort Wayne Northrop, 
another Class 4A team. 

Norwell took the junior varsity game 
63-50. Leading the Knights was Mia 
Kurtz with 29 points. Carlee Strunk 
added 13 and Eden Nash had eight. 

Warsaw won the freshen contest 
36-31. Miyah Foss led the Knights 
with 16 points and Ava Mason tallied 
eight.

sports@news-banner.com

WARSAW 74,
NORWELL 50

At Norwell
WARSAW (2-0): Reagan Robinson 0-0 0-0 0, 

Lucy Andrew 1-1 0-0 2, Brooke Zartman 8-16 2-2 
24, Abbey Peterson 0-0 0-0 0, Alexis Neely 6-9 1-1 
15, Madison Branam 0-0 0-0 0, Joslyn Bricker 7-13 
0-0 15, Kyra Kiser 0-1 0-0 0, Brooke Winchester 
5-11 3-4 14, Leila Knepp 0-0 0-0 0, Kelsey Wrenn 
0-0 0-0 0, Braylie Chastain 2-2 0-0 4, Cayleigh 
Goheen 0-0 0-0 0, Erin McManus 0-0 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 29-53 6-7 74.

NORWELL (2-1): Addison Norris 3-7 1-1 9, 
Ashley Waldman 2-8 1-2 6, Ryland Graft 1-6 0-0 
2, Alivia Green 1-1 0-0 2, Larkin Smith 0-0 0-0 0, 
Haley Williamson 0-0 0-0 0, Macie Saalfrank 4-6 
2-2 12, Mekynzi Beck 0-0 0-0 0, Vanessa Ross-
wurm 9-16 0-0 19, Jada Dale 0-1 0-0 0, Isabela 
Swineford 0-0 0-0 0. TOTALS: 20-45 4-5 50.

Warsaw     20   11  19   24   —  74
Norwell     17    6   11   16   —  50
Three-point Goals: Warsaw 10-25 (Zartman 

6-10, Neely 2-4, Bricker 1-5, Winchester 1-5, Kiser 
0-1), Norwell 6-20 (Norris 2-4, Saalfrank 2-3, Wald-
man 1-6, Rosswurm 1-4, Graft 0-3). Rebounds: 
Warsaw 24 (Winchester 10, Neely 7, Bricker 4, 
Zartman 2, Chastain 1), Norwell 14 (Rosswurm 5, 
Waldman 3, Norris 2, Green 2, Smith 1, Beck 1). 
Turnovers: Warsaw 15, Norwell 22. Fouls: Warsaw 
7, Norwell 11. Fouled out: None. Technicals: None.

(Continued from Page A1)

Turnovers too much

The Northeast 8 Conference released its selections 
for the all-conference football season.

Norwell had five selections on the list, including 
first-team choice Logan Cotton as a guard.

On the second team were wide receiver Drew Graft 
and tackle Will Gerber. Cornerback Garry Riley and 
special teamer Max Babcock were honorable mentions. 
All selections for the Knights were seniors.

East Noble was a perfect 7-0 in the conference to 
win the NE8. Norwell finished sixth at 2-5.

Five Knights selected 
to Northeast 8 football 
awards; Cotton placed 
on first-team as guard

Habegger finishes 3rd 
in BowlIndy tourney

Bluffton High School’s Miken Habbeger competed in the 
BowlIndy in Indianapolis on Sunday.

His total series of 859 in four games got him to a third-
place finish. He was also recognized as one of the top three 
boys’ bowlers with the highest score in one of the games.

Miken Habegger holds his certificate for finishing third place at 
the BowlIndy Tournament on Sunday. (Photo submitted)



Notice

Campers/RV’s
2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

employmeNt
Help Wanted

LOOKING TO HIRE full or part
time for general carpenter.
Must have reliable transporta-
tion, general construction
knowledge, and own tools.
Call Scott at 260-353-9339.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 01-09-15-43-

44
Cash4Life — 39-45-50-

56-58, Cash Ball: 01
Lotto Plus — 09-10-18-

25-33-41
Quick Draw Midday — 

04-19-20-22-27-33-36-39-
40-41-47-50-52-57-59-60-
65-66-68-74, BE: 20

Daily Three-Midday — 
04-01-06, SB: 09

Daily Three-Evening — 
04-09-08, SB: 05

Daily Four-Midday — 
07-08-04-03, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening — 
08-06-06-04, SB: 05

Quick Draw Evening 
— 06-07-19-22-24-25-33-
37-39-45-46-48-50-58-60-
64-67-70-79-80, BE: 46

Hoosier Lotto — 02-14-
20-24-37-41

POwERbaLL
11-24-50-56-66 Power-

ball: 16; Power Play: 2X

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 02-03-06-09-

38
Cash4Life — 08-10-31-

37-55, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-03-04-06-21-25-28-29-
39-41-47-52-54-55-57-60-
62-64-78-79, BE: 60

Daily Three-Midday — 
08-00-00, SB: 02

Daily Three-Evening — 
09-03-09, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday — 
08-04-05-06, SB: 02

Daily Four-Evening — 
08-01-09-01, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening 
— 01-03-07-10-15-17-19-
20-26-27-29-30-31-38-47-
52-54-60-70-78, BE: 38

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 05-07-09-17-

33
Cash4Life — 11-28-49-

52-53, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-08-14-17-19-21-25-31-
32-38-45-48-54-56-57-64-
69-70-72-73, BE: 17

Daily Three-Midday — 
07-07-03, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening — 
02-04-08, SB: 03

Daily Four-Midday — 
04-09-07-04, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 
03-02-03-00, SB: 03

Quick Draw Evening 
— 07-08-10-11-22-26-30-
31-34-39-40-42-49-50-57-
58-68-73-76, BE: 58

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $28.9 million

MEga MILLIOnS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday):  $361 million
POwERbaLL

03-21-24-34-46 Power-
ball: 09; Power Play: 3X

BIDDING CLOSES NOVEM-
BER 12 - 6 p.m. Al Grogg’s 
Custom Exhaust Shop, 
seller. Harley Davidson fully 
custom Roadster, dirt track 
race car, paved track race 
car, Lingenfelter 9:1 racing 
engine, race car parts, tool 
cabinets, racing suspension 
parts, engines, quick change 
rear end, fuel cells, Snap-On 
collector clocks, frame straight-
ener, Simplicity 7117 tractor w/
snow blower and weights, Sim-
plicity 4211 hydrostatic, valve 
grinder, 3 wheel electric con-
valescent trike (nearly new), 
tools, vintage auto scanners, 
oscilloscope, radio and TV sig-
nal generators, engine hoists, 
box grader, race car frame, 
boat trailer, commemorative 
clocks, torch sets, more. Full 
list at Town-countryauctions.
com, click Fliers. Pick up noon-
7 p.m. Nov. 14, 1441 W. Lan-
caster St., Bluffton. Town and 
Country Auctioneers/Realtors, 
260-223-7352, Shaw Real 
Estate & Auction, Inc., 260-
824-2116.
NOVEMBER 13 - 6:30 p.m. 
ET - (Live and online) - Gary 
and Jennifer Weilbaker, 
farm. American Legion, 118 N. 
Broadway Street, Butler. Prop-
erty location: Along and/or near 
CR 26 and CR 79 in Troy Twp. 
(Tract 1, North Part Tract 2) 
and Stafford Twp. (Tracts 2-4). 
Tracts 5-6 located near CR 20 
and CR 27 in Smithfield Town-
ship. Adjoining tracts, road 
access, tile outlets, 264.651+/- 
acres, 6 tracts, DeKalb Co. Jon 
Rosen, 260-740-1846, Neal 
Wolheter, 260-336-2219, Hal-
derman Real Estate & Farm 
Management, halderman.com, 

800-424-2324.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - 
Becher Family Farms LLC, 
sellers. Auction location: 
Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 
W. Washington St., Monroe, 
IN. Four tracts, Washington 
Township, Adams County. 
Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County 
Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 
2: 80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 
North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 
acres, County Rd. 450 North, 
Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, 
County Rd. 400 North, Sec 9. 
Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.
BIDDING ENDS NOVEMBER 
17 - (Online only firearm) - 
McNamara, owners. Rifles, 
shotguns, handguns, ammuni-
tion, archery. Auction preview 
& online bidding assistance 
Nov. 16, 9 a.m.-11 a.m., 215 
E. Market St., Bluffton, IN. Sale 
manager Isaac Stoller, 260-
413-3515. Please review all 
registration information before 
bidding. The Steffen Group, 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
SOFT CLOSE STARTS 
NOVEMBER 17 - 6 p.m. - 
Herman Family farm & Elite 
Tooling, owner. Online real 
estate auction. 47+/- acres, log 
home, machine shop, dog ken-
nel, 2 ponds, CNC lathes, mill, 
machinist tools, Ferris mower, 
mowers, skid loader, 1960 
Harley Davidson topper. Open 
house Nov. 12, 4-6 p.m. Green 
Auction, SoldonGreen.com, 
260-589-8474.
NOVEMBER 17-NOVEMBER 
24 - (Online Only) - Various 
consignors, seller. Large 
quantity of Christmas decora-
tions, vintage toys, antiques, 
Early Featherweight sewing 
machine, rare primitive mud 
sled, modern and antique fur-
niture, sporting goods, much 
more. Open houses Nov. 19 
and Nov. 21 from 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian. The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
NOVEMBER 24-DECEMBER 
1 - (Online Only Auction) - 
The Estate of Eldrid Tinkel. 
Major personal property auc-
tion. 1995 Ford XLT 1/2 ton 
pickup truck, Komatsu PC 
10-6 backhoe mini excavator, 
antique tractors, horse equip-
ment and horse drawn bug-
gies, horse drawn covered 
wagon, horse drawn sled, 
farm implements, tremendous 
amount of tools, antiques, farm 
related items. Open house 
Nov. 24 from 2-4 p.m. and Nov. 
29 from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., 1910 
N Merdian St., Marion, IN. 
Brandon Steffen, sale manag-
er, 260-710-5684, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com.
NOVEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - 
Christopher & Kellie Pierce, 
owner. Held at Krueckeberg 
Auction Complex, 815 Adams 
Street, Decatur. Real estate & 
land auction! Tract 1: 2 bed, 1 
bath, 948 sq. foot home, full 
basement, 40’x90’ bank barn, 
30’x20’ barn, grain bin, wood-
ed, tillable, 6.5+/- acres. Tract 
2: 4+/- acres tillable frontage 
on Hoagland Rd. Tract 3: 4+/- 
acres tillable frontage on SR 
101 & Hoagland Rd. Tract 4: 
42.5+/- acres tillable frontage 
on SR 101 & Hoagland Rd. 
To be sold in individual tracts 
or any combinations. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
NOVEMBER 26 -  (Live Auc-
tion) - The Estate of Jimmy L. 
Thompson, seller. 1245 4-H 
Park Rd., Bluffton, IN. 96.89+/- 
acres of prime northern Indi-
ana farmland,  Liberty Town-
ship, Section 18, Wells County. 
Highly productive farm with 
approximately 76+/- acres till-
able with the balance approxi-
mately 15.5 acres in woods/
classified forest. Nick Huffman 
and Pat Carter, co-sale man-
agers, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
BIDDING NOW OPEN AND 
STARTS CLOSING DECEM-
BER 1 STARTING AT 4 p.m. 
EST - Various consignors, 
owners. Online only Elm 
Street consignment auction! 
Name brand woodworking 
tools, camping supplies, like 
new 24” Craftsman lawn vac, 
lawn & garden tools, weight 
lifting equipment, household 
furniture, Craftsman snow 
blower, antiques, collectibles, 
kitchen items, and much more! 
Preview Nov. 27, 3-5 p.m., 812 
Elm Street, Decatur, IN. Pick 
up Dec. 2, 2-6 p.m., Dec. 3, 9 
am.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 3 - Starts at 6 
p.m. - Blackford Golf Club 
(Lort Services, Inc.), owner. 
Held at Blackford County 

Fairgrounds, Hartford City, 
IN. Online bidding available. 
105+/- acres offered in 7 tracts 
or any combination. Currently a 
golf course, potential farmland, 
recreational land, develop-
ment potential, personal prop-
erty available, Blackford Co. 
Inspections Nov. 16, 10 a.m.-
noon, Nov. 19, 3 p.m.-5 p.m., 
1605 W. Water St., Hartford 
City. Auction mgr. Al Pfister, 
260-760-8922, Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, 
Inc., schraderauction.com, 
800-451-2709.
DECEMBER 4 - 3 p.m. - 
Online - Dusty Roach, Bank-
ruptcy Trustee, sellers. 6,142 
sq. ft. modern commercial 
building. Key features: 5 rental 
units w/4 office suites, 1 cur-
rently leased, 600 sq. ft. heat-
ed garage w/16’x12’ overhead 
door, independently controlled 
heating and cooling for units, 
expansion potential w/addi-
tional land available for future. 
Open houses Nov. 20, 2-3 
p.m., Nov. 27, 2-3 p.m., 2379 
N. Main St., Bluffton, IN. Kurt 
Ness, auction mgr., 260-417-
1545, Ness Bros. Realtors & 
Auctioneers, www.NessBros.
com, 260-459-3911.
DECEMBER 5 & 6 - 9 a.m. 
- Secured creditors & vari-
ous consignors, owners. 
815 Adams, St., Decatur. Day 
1: Online bidding only. Over 
300+ lots including skid loader 
attachments, tool boxes, work-
benches, iron gates, chains 
& binders, 1 trip 40’ high side 
shipping container w/side 
doors, dome shelter contain-
ers, much more! Day 2 truck 
& equipment auction! Onsite 
and online bidding offering 
600+ lots! Cars, SUV, 1/2 ton & 
3/4 ton pickup trucks, cargo & 
passenger vans, dump trucks, 
large group of box trucks, day 
cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, 
bucket trucks, utility & semi 
trailers, SUV’s pickup trucks, 
various skid steer attachments, 
much more! Accepting con-
signments! Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, Kjauction.com.
DECEMBER 8-15 - 2 p.m. - 
(Online only personal prop-
erty) - Thomas B. & Mary 
Lou Woodward, seller. 2016 
JD 1025R diesel utility tractor, 
Frontier RT1149 tiller, 2016 
Grasshopper zero turn mower, 
2020 Club Car Carryall 1700, 
mowers, lawn & garden, patio 
furniture, antique & modern fur-
niture, vintage framed art work, 
lithograph prints, vintage pickle 
castors, glassware, collect-
ibles, more. Preview Dec. 1, 
8, 2-5 p.m., Dec. 12, 3-6 p.m., 
301 N. Highland Ave., Ossian. 
Patrick Carter, sale manager, 
260-824-3006, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
DECEMBER 9 - 4 p.m.- 6 
p.m. ET - (Online) - Crandall 
Farm, seller. Property location: 
Two miles northeast of Gas, 
IN, near intersection of E 300 
S and S 550 E, Mill Township, 
Grant County. 81.59+/- total 
acres, tillable, woods, recre-
ational land, potential building 
sites. Tract 1: 27.59+/- acres, 
18.4+/- tillable, 8+/- woods, 
1.19+/- non-tillable. Tract 2: 
54+/- acres, 28.91+/- tillable, 
23.34+/- woods, 1.75+/- non-
tillable. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-
0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-
9177, Halderman Real Estate 
& Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com.
DECEMBER 17 - 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. - (Online Only) - Thom-
as B. & Mary Lou Woodward, 
seller. One of a kind pictur-
esque real estate offering. 
Outstanding 4,014 SF, 4 bed-
room, 3 bath home with a 2 car 
detached garage. Scenic back-
yard with multiple utility sheds 
and gazebo. Open houses 
Dec. 1 and 8 from 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m., and Dec. 12 from 3 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., 301 N. Highland 
Ave., Ossian, IN. Pat Carter, 
sale manager, 260-273-8294, 
The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com.

Public Notice
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION
IN THE WELLS CIRCUIT COURT

 DOCKET NO.
90C01-2410-EU-000040

OF WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA
Notice is hereby given that 

MICHAEL L .  SNIDER and 
LYNETTE S. MANKEY were on the 
3rd day of October, 2024, appoint-
ed co-personal representatives of 
the estate of DIXIE L. SNIDER, 
deceased, who died on the 12th 
day of September, 2024, and were 
authorized to administer her estate 
without Court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file those claims 
in the office of the Clerk of the 
Wells Circuit Court within three (3) 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or those claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
3rd day of November 2024.

 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Matthew P. Hayes
Attorney for Co-Personal Repre-
sentatives
Attorney No. 32002-02
GORDON & ASSOCIATES
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 824-9377

nb 11/12, 11/19
hspaxlp
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 
Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

            Public Sale Calendar

Notices
2025 WAP NOTICE PY 2025
Biennial Weatherization Assis-
tance Program (WAP) Bid An-
nouncement

Brightpoint is a sub-grantee of
federal DOE and LIHEAP
WAP residential energy con-
servation program grants.
Brightpoint is accepting bids
from HVAC, sheet metal,
plumbing, electrical, chimney
sweep, and insulation contrac-
tors to install insulation, to per-
form building envelope and air
duct sealing, to repair and re-
place furnaces and water
heaters, to repair ductwork, to
perform fireplace and chimney
safety inspections, to install
chimney liners, to install venti-
lation equipment, to perform
electrical and plumbing re-
pairs, and to make general
health and safety repairs for
site-built and manufactured
housing. A bid packet may be
obtained by contacting Bright-
point by email at
maryharris@mybrightpoint.org
with "Bid Packet" in the subject
line. The body of the email
must contain the trade(s) for
which a packet is requested,
the name of the requesting in-
dividual or company, and an
email address to which the bid
packet is to be sent. The
deadline for requesting a bid
packet is 12:00 NOON EST,
Tuesday, November 20, 2024.

260-423-3546
maryharris@mybrightpoint.org

Vehicles

serVices
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Help Wanted Services Services Services Services
WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-855-655-7718 (I)

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, 
boat, RV & more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup & receive 
a top tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 1-877-
414-2352 today! (I)

FREEDOMCARE. LET YOUR 
loved ones care for you & get 
paid! Paid by Medicaid. Choose 
family or friends as your paid 
caregiver. Check your eligibility 
today! Call FreedomCare now! 
1-844-563-4012 (I)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (I)



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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BUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Recovery turns to screen addiction
Dear Annie: Several years ago, 

my wife suffered a stroke. As part of 
her recovery, her doctor recommend-
ed a video game to help improve 
her hand-eye coordination. At first, 
it seemed like a great idea; it gave 
her a sense of accomplishment and 
helped in her healing. But over time, 
this once-helpful activity has grown 
into a serious phone addiction.

She now spends close to eight 
hours a day on her phone, playing 
games and scrolling endlessly. She 
eats her meals with the phone right 
in front of her, hardly noticing me 
or anything else around her. I try 
to engage her in conversation, but 
it’s as if I don’t exist. She no longer 
contributes to any household chores, 
cooking or activities. Most days, 
she just sits in the kitchen watching 
TV with her phone in hand, totally 
immersed in her games.

What’s even harder to deal with 
is that she’s using her phone to text 
family members, expressing how 
unhappy she is and implying that I’m 
somehow to blame. Now her rela-
tives are rallying against me, believ-
ing her portrayal of our situation 
without knowing the full story.

I’m at my wits’ end. I want to sup-
port her recovery, but her phone has 
taken over our lives, and it feels like 
I’m losing my partner to a screen. 
I’m genuinely considering shut-
ting down her phone as a last resort. 
What should I do? — At My Wits’ 
End

Dear Wits’ End: First off, I am 
very sorry that your wife suffered a 

stroke. It must 
have been incred-
ibly scary and 
challenging for 
both of you. Now 
that she is in 
the healing pro-
cess, it seems 
she has become 
addicted to a 
video game on 
her screen. She’s 
not alone in this; 
it’s well-known 
that video game 
designers often 
make these games intentionally 
addictive to keep people playing.

Try to channel your understand-
able anger and frustration into a 
constructive solution to help your 
wife break this habit. Have an open 
conversation with her. She might not 
even be fully aware of how much 
time she’s spending on the game. 
Limit her time that she spends gam-
ing, and call her doctor to ask for 
more healthy pastimes to reduce 
stress and help her recover from her 
stroke.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidelity, 
communication and reconciliation 
— is available as a paperback and 
e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

Christians are not 
to be conformed 

to this world

TV & Entertainment Weekly | November 9 - 15, 2024 12 | Tuesday prime time

11/12 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Vindica-
tion 

Life Today 
with 

Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Mysteries 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

FBI (N) FBI: International (N) FBI: Most Wanted "Pig 
Butchering" (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago Fire "A Rocket 
Blasting Off" 

Chicago Fire "When 
Things Got Rough" 

Chi. Fire "Until Your 
Feet Leave the Ground" 

Chicago Fire "Trapped" Chicago Fire "The Little 
Things" 

Chicago Fire "A Heavy 
Weight" 

Chicago Fire "A Dark 
Day" 

Chicago Fire "One More 
Shot" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Dancing Professional dancers pair with celebrities 
to train and compete in ballroom dancing. (N) 

High Potential "One of 
Us" (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

St. Denis
(N) 

St. Denis
(N) 

The Voice "The 
Knockouts Part 2" (N) 

The Irrational
"Anatomy of a Fall" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Suits "Discovery" Suits "Break Point" Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

Goldbergs
"Agassi" 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 

News (N) 
WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Harriet Tubman: 
Visions of Freedom 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline
(N) 

Roots "Write My Name 
in the Book of Life" 

Experience The race massacre and insurrection 
that occured in Wilmington, N.C., in 1898. (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Roots "Write My Name 
in the Book of Life" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Harriet Tubman: 
Visions of Freedom 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Roots "Write My Name 
in the Book of Life" 

Experience The race massacre and insurrection 
that occured in Wilmington, N.C., in 1898. (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Roots "Write My Name 
in the Book of Life" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Murder in a Small 
Town (N) 

Accused (N) FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
The Rookie "The 
Collar" 

Castle "In the Belly of 
the Beast" 

Castle "The Way of the 
Ninja" 

Married at First Sight "Wedding Bliss or a Miss?" In the morning after the 
weddings, a myriad of concerns arise amidst the joy of newlywed life. (N) 

(:05) Married "Wedding 
Bliss or a Miss?" 

Married "Wedding Bliss 
or a Miss?" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) < Captain America: The First Avenger <++ Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness Sports Story Sports Story Sports Story

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office

"Cocktails"
The Office The Office E! News

(N) 
The Office The Office Hollywood 

Medium 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Gladiator (2000, History) Joaquin Phoenix, Connie Nielsen, Russell Crowe. Yellowstone "Episode 
9" 

< John 
Wick: Cha... 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

College Basketball Kansas vs. Michigan State
From State Farm Arena in Atlanta. (L) (N) 

Rankings
(L) (N) 

College Basketball Kentucky vs. Duke From State 
Farm Arena in Atlanta. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) The Point (L) (N) College Football Teams TBA (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) Basketball (L) (N) UFC Live UFC Fights 

FSMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory FIBA 

Basketball 
Sports 
Stars 

All Blacks Pregame
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Boston Bruins at St. Louis Blues From Enterprise 
Center in Saint Louis, Mo. (L) (N) 

Blues Post.
(L) (N) 

Warehouse Games NHL Hockey Boston 
Bruins at St. Louis Blues 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: SVU 
"American Dream" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Sanctuary" 

Law-SVU "Unintended 
Consequences" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Service" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Dearly Beloved" 

Law & Order: SVU "End 
Game" 

Law & Order: SVU "She 
Paints for Vengeance" 

Scare 
Tactics 

Scare 
Tactics 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Moonshiners "Cowboy 
Legacy" 

Moonshine "The Curse 
of Oaked Bourbon" 

Moonshiners "Murder 
on Thunder Road" 

Moonshiners "Backlash 
from the Backwoods" (N)

Game "Game Changers: 
Atari Takes the Lead" (N)

Game "Game Changers: 
Nintendo's Wild Ride" 

Distiller "Backwoods 
Hard Seltzer" 

Moonshiners "Backlash 
from the Backwoods" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 1000-lb Sisters 1000-lb Sisters 1000-lb "War and Peas" 1000-lb Sisters (N) 1000-lb Sisters (N) Best Friends (N) I Love a Mama's Boy 1000-lb Sisters

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The Curse of Oak 
Island "Cone E Island" 

The Curse of Oak 
Island "Hairy Situation" 

Curse of Oak Island
"Worth the Weight" 

Drilling Down "Driven 
to Discover" (N) 

Oak Island Two brothers from Michigan search for 
buried treasure on Oak Island off the coast of Nova Scot..

(:05) The Curse of Oak 
Island "The New Digs" 

(:05) Drilling Down 
"Driven to Discover" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Ro. Ragers (N) RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Christmas in 
Notting Hill 

< Magic in Mistletoe (2023, Romance) Paul 
Campbell, Mila Jones, Lyndie Greenwood. 

< Our Holiday Story (2024, Romance) Warren 
Christie, Sydney Scotia, Nikki Deloach. 

< Three Wise Men and a Baby (2022, Comedy)
Tyler Hynes, Andrew Walker, Paul Campbell. 

< A Royal Christmas 
Crush Katie Cassidy. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:25) < Dark 
Tower 

(:25) <+++ Buried (2010, Thriller) Robert 
Paterson, José Luis García Pérez, Ryan Reynolds.  

<++ Olympus Has Fallen (2013, Action) Aaron Eckhart,
Morgan Freeman, Gerard Butler. 

<++ London Has Fallen (2016, Action) Aaron 
Eckhart, Morgan Freeman, Gerard Butler. 

<+ Winchester (‘18) 
Helen Mirren. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:15) <+++ 22 Jump Street (‘14) 
Channing Tatum, Jonah Hill. (P) 

NBA Tip-Off (L) (N) NBA Basketball New York Knicks at Philadelphia 76ers From 
Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia. (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Dallas Mavericks at Golden State Warriors
From Chase Center in San Francisco. (L) (N) 

Inside the 
NBA (L) (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ Moneyball (2011, Drama) Jonah Hill, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Brad 
Pitt. 

<+++ Tombstone (1993, Western) Val Kilmer, Michael Biehn, Kurt Russell. <++ Escape Plan (2013, Action) Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Jim Caviezel, Sylvester Stallone. 

COM  47  107 249 The Office The Office Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Daily Show FamilyGuy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Speak College Basketball Hampton at Providence From 

Amica Mutual Pavilion in Providence, R.I. (L) (N) 
College Basketball Jackson State at Xavier From 
Cintas Center in Cincinnati. (L) (N) 

Kevin Harvick's Happy 
Hour Phoenix Recap 

Kevin H 
Hour 

College Football Teams 
TBA 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Trapped" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Under Pressure" 9-1-1 "7.1" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Stuck" 9-1-1 "Awful People" 9-1-1 "Dosed"

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped Beat (Holiday) (N) Beat Bobby Flay Chopped Beat (Holiday)
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Real Housewives Real Housewives Real Housewives Housewives/NYC Housewives/NYC (N) Housewives/NYC Real Housewives Housewives 
NICK  68  170 299 Rock Paper Loud House Max The Tidal Zone SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey < Descendants (‘15) Dove Cameron. (:05) < Zombies (‘18) Milo Manheim. (:50) Place (:25) Place Raven Raven ZOMBIES ZOMBIES 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(:15) <++ The Lion King (2019, Children) Voices of Seth Rogen, Chiwetel 
Ejiofor, Donald Glover. 

(:55) <++ Aladdin (2019, Children) Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott, Will Smith. The 700 Club Boy Meets 
World 

Boy Meets 
World 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:15) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

(:15) The 
Franchise 

(:50) The Penguin <+++ Bodies Bodies Bodies (‘22) 
Maria Bakalova, Amandla Stenberg. 

(:35) The 
Franchise 

(:05) 
Somebody

(:35) My Brilliant Friend: 
Story of the Lost Child 

(:45) The Penguin

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:00) <+++ The Color 
Purple Fantasia Barrino. 

(:20) <+++ 50/50 (2011, Comedy Drama) Seth 
Rogen, Anna Kendrick, Joseph Gordon-Levitt. 

<+++ The Sum of All Fears (2002, Thriller)
Morgan Freeman, James Cromwell, Ben Affleck. 

(:05) <+++ Taken (‘08) Maggie 
Grace, Famke Janssen, Liam Neeson. 

(:35) <++ Machete (‘10) Robert De 
Niro, Jessica Alba, Danny Trejo. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:50) <+++ Good Will Hunting (1997, Drama)
Robin Williams, Ben Affleck, Matt Damon. 

< The Girl in the Pool (‘24) Monica 
Potter, Kevin Pollak, Freddie Prinze Jr..

< Breathe (‘24) Milla Jovovich,
Quvenzhané Wallis, Jennifer Hudson. 

(:05) <++ The Divergent Series: Insurgent (‘15)
Theo James, Octavia Spencer, Shailene Woodley. 

(:05) <++ Scream VI 
(‘23) Melissa Barrera. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:20) <++ Tremors 
(‘90) Kevin Bacon. (P) 

< Joyeux Noel (2023, Romance) Brant Daugherty,
Emmanuel Menard, Jaicy Elliot. 

<++ The Current War: Director's 
Cut (‘19) Benedict Cumberbatch. 

(:45) <++ The Hunted (2003, Action) Benicio del 
Toro, Connie Nielsen, Tommy Lee Jones. 

<+++ Bringing Out the Dead (‘99) 
Patricia Arquette, Nicolas Cage. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: What is the 
world coming to when 
even Christians seem 
to conform to the ways 
of the world? Isn’t this 
against what the Bible 
says? – C.W.

Answer: Christians 
are not to be conformed 
to this world. The world 
by its advertisements, 
its conversation, and its 
philosophy is engaged 
in a gigantic brainwash-
ing task. Not always 
consciously but some-
times unconsciously, 
the Christian is beset 
by secular and worldly 
propaganda. Ads that 
proclaim that “the man 
of distinction” prefers a 
certain brand of whiskey 
imply that abstainers are 
not people of distinc-
tion. Much entertain-
ment is slanted to those 
who feed on violence, 
sex, and lawlessness. 

It would seem that 
some diabolic master-
mind is running the 
affairs of this world and 
that his chief objective 
is to brainwash Chris-
tians and get them to 
conform to this world.

The world’s sew-
age system threatens to 
contaminate the stream 
of Christian thought. 
Satan will contest every 
hour Christians spend in 
Bible reading or prayer. 
However, above the din 
we can hear the voice 
of Scripture: “Let this 
mind be in you which 
was also in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 2:5, 
NKJV), and, “Be trans-
formed by the renewing 
of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and 
perfect, will of God” 
(Romans 12:2, NKJV).

Christians are not 

even to be conformed 
to the world’s anxiet-
ies. Many Christians 
are wringing their hands 
and saying, “What’s the 
world coming to?” The 
Bible has already told us 
that “the world and the 
lust thereof” are going 
to pass away. We have 
already been told in 
Scripture that the world 
is coming to a cataclys-
mic judgment. Chris-
tians are to be lights in 
the midst of darkness, 
and our lives should 
exemplify joy in the 
midst of frustration, con-
fusion, and despair.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
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Agency, LLC.
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