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Jefferson Township board votes to sign fire contract

By SYDNEY KENT

Jefferson Township board members have
approved a new contract with the Ossian
Fire Department, marking a temporary end
to the ongoing issue of fire protection in the
township.

The contract was approved 2-1, with
board members AJ Springer and Tim Baker
in favor and David Haiflich opposed. The
board’s meeting Tuesday evening was a
continuation of their two-and-a-half-hour
meeting last Thursday.

During last week’s meeting, Baker and
Haiflich announced their intention to depart
from the Ossian Fire Department in favor of
beginning their own before January 1. They
were prompted by the public to reconsider
the decision after immediate backlash, and
agreed to potentially sign the new contract
with the OFD with modifications.

On Tuesday, the contract passed with
understanding that the conversation was not
over.

“There’s stuff in there I don’t like,”
Baker said, referring to the contract. “But to
get by one year —

“That’s correct,” Springer affirmed. “All
we’re doing is trying to go through 2025 so
that we can figure out if we can create our
fire department properly and how to do that.
We’re looking for coverage for everyone
in Jefferson Township and we’re going one
year at a time right now. It may take years to
get a (new Jefferson Township) department
started.”

The contract requires the township to pay
half of the operating budget for the OFD,
meaning the township will pay approxi-

mately $122,000. However, at last week’s
(Continued on Page 2)

Pictured from left to right are AJ Springer, David Haiflich and Tim Baker. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

and Safety Tuesday.

BOW hears bids for
three projects, snow
removal quotes

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Bids for pathway maintenance, snow removal and river-
bank stabilization were heard by the Board of Public Works

Minnich Lawn Service had the low bid for pathway

maintenance, consisting of trash removal, snow removal
and all other maintenance needs for the new alleyways
downtown. Minnich bid $37,900 per year for the alleys and
Ethan’s Outdoor Services bid $100,000. Bluffton NOW!
President Mike Lautzenheiser will review the bids and rec-
ommend one to the board.

Snow removal quotes for parking lots downtown were
also heard. Minnich had the low bid again, bidding $85 and
$150 to clear five or less inches of snow from lots, depend-
ing on their size, and a $100 hourly rate. Minnich’s prices
rose to $110 and $225 for five or more inches of snow.
Ethan’s bid $200, $225 and $250 for five or less inches of
snow and a $110 hourly rate. Ethan’s price rose to $300,
$325 and $375 for five or more inches of snow. Street Com-
missioner Tim Simpson will review those bids.

The final project was for the stabilization of the River-
greenway. Isch Excavating had the low bid at $145,000.
Stantec, located in Indianapolis, bid $148,957.50. Other
bids from The Stanger Group, KBL Transport and Wil-

(Continued on Page 2)

Books about frogs and toads were read to kids
at the Wells County Public Library Tuesday as
part of One Book One Country. Above, story-
teller Cindy Burchell fist bumps Kylie Mayer
while Jeremy Mayer, second from right, Alice
Mayer, right, and Cooper Malone look on. At
right, Lacey Rinkenberger listens attentively with
Elly Rinkenberger. Below, Elliana Sommerfeld
roars at her stuffed frog, while Ethan Sommer-
feld holds the frog in place. (Photos by Jonathan
Snyder)

Israel says it killed
potential leader
of Hezbollah

Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — Israel
said Tuesday that one of
its airstrikes outside Beirut
earlier this month killed a
Hezbollah official widely
expected to replace the mili-
tant group’s longtime leader,
who was killed by an Israeli
airstrike last month.

There was no immediate
confirmation from Hezbol-
lah about the fate of Hashem
Safieddine, a powerful cler-
ic who was expected to suc-
ceed Hassan Nasrallah, one
of the group’s founders.

Safieddine was killed in
early October in a strike that
also killed 25 other Hezbol-
lah leaders, according to
Israel, whose airstrikes in
southern Lebanon in recent
months have killed many
of Hezbollah’s top leaders,
leaving the group in disar-
ray.

Last week, Israel killed
the top leader of Hamas,

By SARAH EL DEEB, Yahya Sinwar, during a bat-
FARNOUSH AMIRI, tle in Gaza.
and TIA GOLDENBERG U.S. Secretary of State

Antony Blinken said Tues-
day during a trip to Israel
that leaders there should
“capitalize” on Sinwar’s
death as an opportunity to
end the war in Gaza and
secure the release of hos-
tages taken as part of the
deadly Hamas attack that
started the war. Blinken also
stressed the need for Israel
to do more to help increase
the flow of humanitarian aid
to Palestinians.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s office called
his meeting with Blinken,
which lasted more than two
hours, “friendly and produc-
tive.”

The Beirut suburb where
Safieddine was killed was
pummeled by a series of
fresh airstrikes on Tuesday,
including one that leveled a
building Israel said housed
Hezbollah facilities. The
collapse sent smoke and

(Continued on Page 2)
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Jefferson Township

(Continued from Page 1)

meeting, Haiflich and Baker
passed a new budget with
less money allocated to the
fire department than initially
proposed.

Baker said the reason for
this was that the maximum
amount of income received
from the max levy would
total $115,000. Springer
insisted the township would
be able to offset the amount
needed for the OFD with
unused funds from the year
prior.

“Even if that agreement
is signed, I am not going

to pay for (the contract),”
Baker said to Springer. “I
told you we could only
raise $115,000 by the max
levy plus the little pieces
they’ll let us put into fire
fund without going into the
general fund, which belongs
to all people from the town-
ship.”

Springer reiterated that
the township could use left-
over funds to pay the differ-
ence in the fire agreement.
Jefferson Township Trustee
Larry Heckber said that the
additional funds would be
appropriated from the fire

fund.

Springer also made a
motion to move forward
with the initial budget that
was passed weeks ago, to
which both board members
agreed. Heckber agreed to
acquire the finalized correct-
ed paperwork needed for the
board to sign the fire agree-
ment.

A resident asked the
board if there was anything
that would prevent the board
from addressing the issue of
fire protection next year.

“What’s to stop it from
getting dragged out like it

has all year?” the resident
asked.

Springer said the matter
would be revisited in Janu-
ary, but expressed his com-
mitment to working with
the town of Ossian and the
people in all of Jefferson
Township for sustainable
resolutions for fire protec-
tion.

The board will reconvene
to finalize paperwork for the
2025 budget at 5:30 p.m. on
Oct. 28 at the central office
building for Norwell Com-
munity Schools.

sydney@news-banner.com

Board of Works

(Continued from Page 1)

liams Creek Management Corpora-
tion ranged from $15,000 to $190,000
greater than Isch’s bid. Parks Depart-
ment Superintendent Brandy Fiechter
will review the bids.

Additionally, the Board of Works
approved a water bill adjustment for
Trudy Murray’s residence in the 1000
block of Stogdill Road. Murray pre-
sented that a leak was discovered in
late August and the city had replaced
the line and moved a water meter
closer to her residence. Murray added
that the bill totaled $125 greater than
her normal usage. The board agreed
to reimburse her half of the increased
water difference between her normal
bill and the increased one, which Mur-
ray accepted.

Bri Lautzenheiser also requested
two fund transfers. The first trans-
fer is $5,000 from the Adams Street

TIF District’s paving line item to the
professional services. Lautzenheiser
stated that TIF training done in Feb-
ruary could have been paid out of
that budget, but to do that the trans-
fer was necessary. Lautzenheiser
also requested $9,600 be transferred
to the Clerk-Treasurer Department’s
other services line item, coming from
a combination of the copier Rental,
travel, repair/maintenance and pro-
fessional meetings line items. Laut-
zenheiser’s transition into the clerk-
treasurer role has seen some addition-
al costs, which Baker Tilly is helping
to navigate.

The board also approved a raise
for 911 Dispatcher Jayme Miller who
completed her state mandated training
hours. This brings the department up to
nine fully-trained staff and the 10th is
expected within the week.

Additionally, the board renewed

their contract with Reliance 1/0, the
city’s IT Support group, for $9,200.

The board also approved an ease-
ment agreement with American Elec-
tric Power for a piece of land located at
the water tower on State Road 1. AEP
plans to upgrade their electric poles in
the area, and as such will need an ease-
ment to operate within the State Road
1 Right of Way.

Furthermore, the board approved a
request to close the 100 and 200 block
of Market Street and Johnson Street
from Toppings to Washington Street
to accommodate Parlor City Christmas
on Dec. 14. The roads will be closed
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

They also agreed to close Spring
Street from Jersey to Clark from 5-8
p.m. on Oct. 31 for First Church of
Christ to host their trunk or treat event
on Oct. 31.

Jjonathan@news-banner.com

Israel kills Hezbollah official

(Continued from Page 1)

debris flying into the air a
few hundred meters from
where a spokesperson for
Hezbollah had just briefed
journalists about a weekend
drone attack that damaged
Netanyahu’s house.

Tuesday’s airstrikes
came 40 minutes after Israel
issued an evacuation warn-
ing for two buildings in the
area that it said were used by
Hezbollah. The Hezbollah
press conference nearby was
cut short, and an Associ-
ated Press photographer cap-
tured an image of a missile
heading towards the build-
ing moments before it was
destroyed. There were no
immediate reports of casual-
ties.

Hezbollah’s chief spokes-
man, Mohammed Afif, said
the group was behind the
Saturday drone attack on
Netanyahu’s home in the
coastal town of Caesarea.
Israel has said neither the
prime minister nor his wife
were home at the time of the
attack.

Blinken’s meetings with
Netanyahu and other Israeli
leaders was part of his 11th
visit to the region since
the outbreak of the Israel-
Hamas war. He landed hours
after Hezbollah launched a
barrage of rockets into cen-
tral Israel, setting off air raid
sirens in populated areas and
at its international airport,
but causing no apparent
damage or injuries.
Hospitals in Lebanon fear

being targeted by Israel

An Israeli airstrike late
Monday in Beirut night
destroyed several buildings
across the street from the
country’s largest public hos-
pital, killing 18 people and
wounding at least 60 oth-
ers. The Israeli military said
it struck a Hezbollah target,
without elaborating, and
said that it hadn’t targeted
the hospital itself.

AP reporters visited the
Rafik Hariri University Hos-

pital on Tuesday. They saw
broken windows in the hos-
pital’s pharmacy and dialy-
sis center, which was full of
patients at the time.

Staff at another Beirut
hospital feared it would be
targeted after Israel alleged
that Hezbollah had stashed
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in cash and gold in its
basement, without providing
evidence.

The director of the Sahel
General Hospital denied
the allegations and invited
journalists to visit the hos-
pital and its two under-
ground floors on Tuesday.
AP reporters saw no sign of
militants or anything out of
the ordinary.

The few remaining
patients had been evacuated
after the Israeli military’s
announcement the night
before.

“We have been living in
terror for the last 24 hours,”
hospital director Mazen
Alame said. “There is noth-
ing under the hospital.”

Many in Lebanon fear
Israel could target its hos-
pitals in the same way it
has raided medical facili-
ties across Gaza. The Israeli
military has accused Hamas
and other militants of using
hospitals for military pur-
poses, allegations denied by
medical staff.

Lebanon’s Health Min-
istry said Tuesday that 63
people have been killed over
the past 24 hours, raising the
death toll over the past year
of conflict between Israel
and Hezbollah to 2,546.
Three Israeli soldiers were
killed on Tuesday, one in
Gaza, one in Lebanon, and
one in a rocket attack in
northern Israel, according to
the military.

Blinken trying to
restart efforts to reach
a cease-fire in Gaza

During his meeting with
Netanyahu and other Israeli
leaders, Blinken under-
scored the need for a dra-

ous prewar level.

Gaza’s economy.

of 2022.”

UN: It could take 350 years
for Gaza to rebuild if it

remains under a blockade

By JOSEPH KRAUSS, Associated Press

U.N. agencies have long warned that it could take
decades to rebuild Gaza after Israel’s offensive against
Hamas, one of the deadliest and most destructive mili-
tary campaigns since World War II.

Now, more than a year into the war, a new report
speaks in terms of centuries.

The U.N. Conference on Trade and Development
said in a report released Monday that if the war ends
tomorrow and Gaza returns to the status quo before
Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel, it could take 350
years for its battered economy to return to its precari-

Before the war, Gaza was under an Israeli and
Egyptian blockade imposed after Hamas seized
power in 2007. Four previous wars and divisions
between Hamas and the Western-backed Palestin-
ian Authority in the West Bank also took a toll on

The current war has caused staggering destruction
across the territory, with entire neighborhoods oblit-
erated and roads and critical infrastructure in ruins.
Mountains of rubble laced with decomposing bodies
and unexploded ordnance would have to be cleared
before rebuilding could begin.

“Once a ceasefire is reached, a return to the pre-
October 2023 status quo would not put Gaza on the
path needed for recovery and sustainable develop-
ment,” the report said. “If the 2007-2022 growth trend
returns, with an average growth rate of 0.4 percent, it
will take Gaza 350 years just to restore the GDP levels

matic increase in the amount
of humanitarian aid reach-
ing Gaza, according to U.S.
State Department spokes-
man Matthew Miller. The
need for more aid in Gaza is
something Blinken and U.S.
Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin made clear in a letter
to Israeli officials last week.
Miller said Blinken also
stressed the importance of
ending the fighting between
Israel and Hezbollah, which

escalated earlier this month
when Israel launched a
ground invasion of southern
Lebanon.

The United States, Egypt
and Qatar have brokered
months of talks between
Israel and Hamas, trying to
strike a deal in which the
militants would release doz-
ens of hostages in return for
an end to the war, a lasting
cease-fire and the release of
Palestinian prisoners.
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Weather

Wednesday, October 23, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:49 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 79; Low: 48; Precipitation: Trace of Rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.10

feet at 9:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast

Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 71. Northwest
wind 10 to 20 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 33. North wind

5 to 10 mph.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 62. Calm wind.

Thursday Night: A 30% chance of showers after 2 a.m.
Partly cloudy, with a low around 43. Calm wind becoming
south around 5 mph after midnight.

Friday: A 40% chance of showers, mainly before 2 p.m.
Partly sunny, with a high near 74.

Friday Night: A 10% chance of showers before 8 p.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 44.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 62.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 33.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 59.

Sunday Night: Clear, with a low around 36.

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 68.

More Republicans
are voting early, with
19M ballots cast so far

By NICHOLAS
RICCARDI
Associated Press

With former President
Donald Trump’s encourage-
ment, Republicans are vot-
ing early again, flocking to
the polls for in-person voting
ahead of Election Day and
helping push the national
number to nearly 19 million.

The early turnout is
breaking records in swing
states such as Georgia and
North Carolina.

The GOP hopes this
surge of early votes will fix
a mechanical problem that
some in the party blame for
costing it the 2020 presiden-
tial election and key races
in 2022. Campaigns usu-
ally want their voters to cast
ballots ahead of Election
Day so they can focus their
resources on getting more
marginal supporters to the
polls at the last minute.

Republicans excelled at
that before Trump turned
against early in-person and
mail voting in 2020, as he
spun wild conspiracies about
the process and convinced
his supporters to wait until
Election Day to cast their
ballots. But the party is again
pushing its voters to cast
their ballots early, and the
former president is largely
encouraging the change.

“I am telling everyone to
vote early,” Trump said on a
podcast last week hosted by
conservative Dan Bongino,
who has widely spread false
information about early vot-
ing and the 2020 election.

Republicans seem to
be responding. In Nevada,
where Democrats for
decades relied on a robust
early vote to counter the
GOP on Election Day, about

6,000 more Republicans
than Democrats had actually
cast early ballots this year
as of Tuesday, according to
Associated Press research.

It’s unclear what this
means for the election, how-
ever. The early vote data
only reveals whether voters
are registered with a party,
not who they are voting for,
and the early electorate can
change from day to day as
more people vote early.

The surge in 2020 Dem-
ocratic early voting was
largely a reaction to a pan-
demic that no longer exists,
skewing historic compari-
sons. And what might seem
like demographic trends in
the early vote can suddenly
disappear once Election Day
votes are factored in.

It also is still very early in
the voting process. The last
of the seven swing states,
Wisconsin, kicked off its
early voting Tuesday morn-
ing, and the 17.4 million
voters who already have
cast ballots this year repre-
sent only about 11% of the
number of total ballots in the
2020 presidential election.
Parties can run up leads in
the early vote and then see
them vanish on Election Day
because all their supporters
have already cast ballots and
the other side has not.

“The Democrats are still,
as far as I can tell, banking
more early votes. It’s just
less of a disadvantage for
Republicans,” said Michael
McDonald, a political scien-
tist at the University of Flor-
ida who carefully tracks the
early vote. But, McDonald
cautioned, “we don’t know
if this is a shifting of furni-
ture yet or an added strength
for Republicans.”
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Southern Wells Elementary
School announces first
quarter honor roll students

Southern Wells Elemen-
tary School has released the
names of its students on the
high honor roll and honor
roll for the first quarter of
the 2024-25 school year.

2nd Grade
High Honor

Emma Baumgartner,
Brogan Bennett, Kodi
Craig, Macklin Fiechter,
Roxanne Frauhiger, Sum-
mer Hamilton, Lillian Hart-
man, Emma Huffman,
Emma Maxwell, Hadley
Miller, Hazel Palmer, Zoe
Robles, Mallory Roe, Trace
Schneider, Laithen Smith,
Matthew Smith, Scarlett
Striker and Paxtyn Sunder-
man.

Honor

Destiny Alig, Lee
Baumgartner, Kellan Ben-
nett, Briella Boone, Char-
lee Bower, Zoie Fate, Jerit
Franklin, Ivy Frauhiger,
Presley Gearheart, Nathan
Gentis, Beau Gibbons, Ruby
Gilbert, Anthony Grover,
Emily Meek, James Mill-
er, Andi Prible, Empryss
Ramsey, Ryder Satterfield,
Logan Schwartz, Holden
Simpson, Brayden Slush-
er, Reagan Slusher, Laney
Thompson, Kayla White
and Makenzi Wyant.

3rd Grade
High Honor

Preston Barnes, Rhett
Bower, Finley Emerick,
Bristal Fiechter, Selah Fish-
er, Austin Hamilton, Wesson
Laurence, Khusi Patel, Cal-
len Paxson, Grant Penrod,
Eli Swartz, Brant Tucker,

Aubrey VanGordon, Tristan
White and Jaelyn Wickey.
Honor
Nery Benavidez Molina,
Rhider Bennett, Brynnley
Caldwell, Riggs Frauhiger,
Ty Frauhiger, Kitt Freiburg-
er, Cierra Hamilton, Emma-
lyn Higgins, Draxton
Jackson, Gavin Jennings,
Brooklynn Kinnett, Madi-
son Malott, Avery Morgan,
Alexis Nusbaumer, Char-
lotte Pursifull, Kaylynn
Scheerer, Jack Slusher,
Mackenzie Townsend, Titus
Truez, LaRose Wengerd and
Hannah Wyatt.
4th Grade
High Honor
Zoey Boyer, Ava Fiech-
ter, Gretchen Prible and
Braxleigh Sunderman.
Honor
Jalynn Biberstine, Joseph
Bircker, Addison Cassiday,
Kaitlyn Edmonds, Aay-
lah Guhl, Jacob Hoffacker,
Sadie Johnson, Eva Lau-
rence, Amelia Mills, Andre
Neuenschwander, Avery
Neuenschwander, Jaxson
Nusbaumer, Jace Ross,
Graceyn Schortgen, Marissa
Schwartz, Hayden Slusher
and Brantley Steffen.
5th Grade
High Honor
Adrian Boxell, Katy
Goodnight, Avy Kirkwood,
Raven Mounsey, Lindsay
Penrod, Naomi Shirar, Talia
Smith, Liam Thompson,
Lily Townsend, Trace Tuck-
er and Levi VanDeman.
Honor
Emmabelle Baumgart-

ner, Sutton Bennett, Carter
Blinn, Blakely Bower,
Caroline Brown, Makenna
Dowell, Mason Edmonds,
AnnaLynn Felger, Royal
Frauhiger, Quinn Harker,
Annie Herr, Granger Hig-
gins, Cash Jenkins, Layne
Koroncevicius, Cooper
McNally, Kayci Needler,
Noah Neunschwander, Eliza
Peterson, Peyton Slusher,
Tucker Trosper, McKenna
Twibell, Brayden Wickey
and Lexi Zavattaro.
6th Grade
High Honor

Raelin Bower,Owen
Boxell, Braelyn Boyer,
Jaycee Carroll, Jay Cart-
er, Charlene Felger, Cora
Freiburger, Zane Gates,
Sophia Kahn, Karla Mar-
tinez-Cano, Anna McFar-
ren, Allie Miller, Stanley
Needler, Tyler Nichols,
Cooper Reeves, McKenna
Rittenhouse, Elise Schnei-
der, Blakely Schortgen,
Ethan Swartz and Samantha
Zavattaro.

Honor

Bricen Alig, Kole
ALlred, Melanie Barr,
Charlie Benedict, Reaghan
Bennett, Gavin Biberstine,
Kaden Boxell, Keeton Car-
roll, Paisley Chandler, Elliot
Farichild, Cash Frauhiger,
Russell Frauhiger, Zeke Gil-
bert, Zayne Harker, Olivia
Hoffacker, Vada Palmer,
Rowen Quickery, Jacinda
Robison, Logan Rogers,
Layla Shelley, McKenzie
Striker and Alexis Sunder-
man.

Ossian Rotary to host the CEO
of the Wells County Foundation

At its regular weekly meeting on Thurs-
day, Oct. 24, Ossian Rotary will hear from
Tammy L. Slater, CEO of The Wells County
Foundation. Tammy is a native of Bluffton
and a graduate of Bluffton High School.
She received her certification in paralegal
sciences from Indiana Vocational Technical
College. She has been with the Foundation
for 25 years, serving as the Foundation’s

CEO since 2006.

Tammy is a member of the Wells County
Leadership Academy steering committee, a
Board member of Wells County Revitaliza-
tion, Inc., Bluffton NOW, the Kehoe Park
Summer Concert Series committee, Wells
County Trails, and Wells County Women in

Leadership.

Tammy and her husband of 36 years live
in rural northern Wells County. They have
two adult children and one grandson. In her
spare time, she enjoys gardening, traveling
and spending time with family.

Tammy will share information regard-
ing the Foundation, LIGHT and the Wells
County Prom Dress Exchange.

Anyone is welcome to attend Ossian

gmail.com.

Rotary this Thursday morning, at 7:30 at
First Baptist Church of Ossian, 1001 Dehner
Drive, for this program. For more infor-
mation, please contact Matthew Gullion,
Ossian Rotary President, at mwgullion@

Books ready to be read again!

Used books for both adults and children will be offered at the Book Sale, host-
ed by the Friends of the Wells County Public Library during regular library hours
Wednesday through Saturday of this week at the Bluffton site. Members of the
set-up” crew left to right included Lowell Tillman, Barb Oswalt, Pam Tuttle, Audrey Alm-
dale, Missi Clark, Alan Daugherty, Ginger Bollinger and Leslie Tillman. (Photo provided)

Wells County Women in Leadership
conference will be held Nov. 12

Wells County Women in Leadership will
host its third-annual EmpowerHER confer-

ence on Tuesday, Nov. 12.

The all-day conference features a variety
of events and speakers, including talks from
Rachel Rauch of Eiro Wellness,
Ake of Everyday Leaders LLC, and Court-
ney Delks of Compete Training Academy.

Learn and discuss rest and growth, every-
day techniques to managing life, and how to

lead with authenticity.

Melahni

The conference is from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Timber Ridge in Bluffton. Registration
costs $50 and includes breakfast and lunch.
RSVP at wellscoc.chambermaster.com/
eventregistration/register/2687.
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Pictured cutting the ribbon are Dylan Felger, Tanner Felger, Jim Felger, Tom Felger, PJ Felger,
and Chad McCall, along with family, friends, staff and Chamber Ambassadors. (Photo submit-
ted)

Felger Hart Residential Services celebrates
ribbon cutting with Wells County Chamber

Felger Hart Residential
Services marked a significant
milestone, hosting a ribbon-
cutting ceremony with the
Wells County Chamber of
Commerce and its ambas-
sadors. The event celebrated
the company’s expansion
into Bluffton, showcasing
its newly remodeled facility
and enhanced services for the
local community.

The Felger name is deeply
rooted in tradition. Co-owner
Tom Felger shared the com-
pany’s origins, which date
back to 1983 when his father,
Jim Felger, and his partner,
Doug Hart, founded the busi-
ness, initially focusing on
commercial work in the Fort
Wayne area. Tom and his
brother PJ, who both began
as apprentices, took over the
family business in 2008. “For
years, the office operated out
of the basement of our par-
ents’ Wells County home,”
Tom recalled. “PJ and 1
bought out Doug in 2008,
and over the next decade, our
father gradually retired. By
2018, we fully purchased his
shares, though he remained
a silent partner during those
years.”

During the ceremony,
Tom discussed the journey
that led to this new ven-
ture. “About four years ago,
we expanded by acquir-
ing Wheeler Mechanical in
Columbia City, which pri-
marily focused on residential
work,” Tom explained. “Fel-
ger Hart had always been a
commercial company, but
this acquisition helped us
understand the residential
market better and inspired
us to create distinct identi-
ties for both sectors.” This
shift paved the way for the
relocation of their residen-
tial services division from
Columbia City to Bluffton
in May 2024. The newly
remodeled residential ser-
vices office, located at 2095
Commerce Drive, is just a
few miles from their com-
mercial headquarters north
of Bluffton on Highway 1.

The decision to expand
into residential services was
driven by years of commu-
nity requests. “We’ve had so
many people ask us over the
years, ‘Can you work on my

house?” Now, we can finally
say yes,” Felger said. Fel-
ger Hart Residential Services
now offers a full range of
residential services, includ-
ing plumbing, heating, air
conditioning, electrical work
and generator installations.
Despite their expansion into
Bluffton, the company main-
tains a strong presence in
Columbia City, Fort Wayne,
and the surrounding areas.

With over four decades
of experience in the trades
industry, Felger Hart Resi-
dential Services prides itself
on a foundation of honesty
and integrity. “The Felger
name has built a solid reputa-
tion that speaks for itself, and
we’re committed to continu-
ing that legacy here in Wells
County,” Felger added.

Chad McCall, General
Manager of Felger Hart
Residential Services, spoke
about the company’s focus
on customer service. “It’s
incredibly rewarding to help
someone, whether it’s getting
their furnace running in the
dead of winter or improving
the air quality in their home,”
McCall shared. “We’re com-
mitted to delivering a top-tier
customer service experience,
and this is just the beginning
of something great for our
residential team.”

Beyond residential ser-
vices, the company is com-

mitted to giving back to the
community. Felger Hart
recently launched a new
preventative maintenance
program, where $100 from
every new maintenance con-
tract is donated to a local
mission partner. Loving
Shepherd Ministries, their
current partner, is the first
beneficiary of this initiative.

Looking ahead, Tom
emphasized the company’s
vision for growth. “As we
plan for the next five years,
we’re excited about the
potential for expansion and
continued success,” he said.
“With the next generation of
leadership already involved,
we’re confident Felger Hart
will continue to grow and
serve the community for
many years to come.”

Felger Hart Residential
Services employs 14 staff
members specifically for
residential work, with a total
workforce of 65 employ-
ees across all branches. The
company is actively seek-
ing skilled technicians and
plumbers to meet the grow-
ing service demand.

To learn more about Fel-
ger Hart Residential Ser-
vices, visit their website
at www.felgerresidential.
com, call 260-244-6328, or
stop by their office at 2095
Commerce Dr., Bluffton, IN
46714.
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Hassage Therapy &
Body works

122 South Johnson Street
Bluffton, IN 46714
260-827-0541

NEW CLIENTS receive
15% off first appointment.

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!
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#

RE-ELECT@

) ScottElzey

-

Wells County Council

Republican

Knowledgeable, Transparent

Working for you.

Paid for by Committee to Elect Scott Elzey

from

OSSIAN HEALTH
COMMUNITIES

close to
home; fa

ordina

& @ e

VIS RD O
PH: 260-622-7821




Page 4 - The News-Banner - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2024

It's not just about party,
it’s also about skKills

Back in early October, as parts of the
South were still reeling from Hurricane
Helene’s impact and Hurricane Milton
had begun its run toward Florida,
House Speaker Mike Johnson gave an
interview to Fox News. Even though
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, or FEMA, was facing possible
staffing and funding shortages as it pre-
pared to deal with both the short-term
and long-term aftermath of the crises,

Johnson said extra fund-
ing would have to wait Comments
on Congress

Lee
Hamilton

until after the election.

In the midst of one of
the most closely fought,
tensest elections I can remember, it’s hardly surprising
that a House speaker would take politics into consider-
ation — even as ordinary Americans faced real hard-
ship. But that moment also served as a potent reminder
that in our system, the federal government’s ability to
respond to everything from immediate crises to the
country’s long-term needs rests in multiple hands —
Congress’s just as much as the President’s.

Put another way, our nation’s ability to get things
done depends in no small part on Congress’s ability to
get things done. And with the elections approaching,
that’s something to keep in mind as you look at the can-
didates. I’ve no doubt that this year in particular, you’ll
be thinking about party and ideology. But I also hope
you’ll look closely at temperament and political skills.

What do I mean by this? Skills include things like the
ability to communicate — not just to speak persuasively,
but to listen to and understand what others are trying to
say. They include an ability to forge consensus among
constituencies with different viewpoints. And they
include the capacity to pull a diverse group of people
together to focus on key problems, one of the most dif-
ficult tasks in politics. These aren’t just nice-to-haves.
They’re vital to the functioning of our representative
democracy. It takes true skill to create a functioning
government that reflects the will of the people.

But temperament matters, too, because perhaps more
than anything, I put the willingness and ability to forge
compromise at the top of what Congress needs from its
members. This has been true for our entire history. In
the very first session of Congress, our forebears were
confronted not just with a new form of government, but
with the challenging question of how to make it work.
The stakes were high, and members back then carried
political agendas that were just as sharply divided and
keenly felt as on Capitol Hill today. Yet even so, the
historian Robert Remini once wrote, “The members
disagreed at times, and even quarreled, but never to
the point of creating irreconcilable factions within the
House. This cooperation and harmony...was essential in
the beginning.”

To my mind, it’s essential today, too. It may be too
much to expect harmony, of course, but cooperation and
compromise are part and parcel of making this country
work. For years now, politicians have tended to sneer at
compromise, at least in public. But for just as long, the
reality on Capitol Hill has been narrowly divided cham-
bers: Whichever party’s been in the majority, it’s had to
take the other party into account. It may be fine to rally
the base when you’re campaigning, but when you actu-
ally have to legislate, scorched-earth tactics just alienate
the people you need to work with.

We’ve seen where that gets us. Congress’s histori-
cally low standing in the polls stems from the wide-
spread perception that it’s unable to act, even in the face
of immense challenges at home and abroad. Fixing this
will require electing politicians who know how to build
rapport with people of different political persuasions,
who treat political adversaries with respect, and above
all, who aren’t afraid to compromise and who know
how to do it. We all have an interest in addressing our
nation’s challenges, whether it’s unemployment, crime,
immigration, or natural disasters. We need members of
Congress who are willing to roll up their sleeves and
show that they do, too.

Lee Hamilton is a distinguished scholar with the IU School of

Global and International Studies. He was a member of the U.S.
House of Representatives for 34 years.

Your Right to ‘Know

A continuing series on how to contact government officials

As an Indiana citizen you
have the right to inspect and
copy most governmental records
and attend government meetings.

Open review and discussion
of government actions are funda-
mental principles of our form of
government.

If you feel you have been
improperly denied access to

a record or a public meeting,
you are encouraged to contact
the office of the Public Access
Counselor, an office established
by the Governor to deal with
access complaints.
Call 1-800-228-6013

You may discuss your issue
with an access counselor free of
charge.
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Why we need age limits
for presidential candidates

Given our rapid demographic shifts, I suppose the
problems of an aging society would be embodied in a
presidential election eventually. Now they have.

First, we witnessed a president’s dramatic decline
in a prime-time presidential debate. And now Don-
ald Trump might be poised to succeed that man as
America’s oldest president ever.

After what happened with President Joe Biden,
it’s no surprise that folks on the left have been specu-
lating about Trump’s mental acuity every time he
does something weird. Following Monday’s town
hall in Pennsylvania, I wondered if they didn’t have a
point. After two attendees required medical attention,
the former president jokingly asked whether anyone
else wanted to faint, then abruptly stopped taking
questions and converted the event into a literal listen-
ing session, asking for music to be played in lieu of
the planned question-and-answer forum.

I won’t try to diagnose Trump’s mental state from
afar (and for what it’s worth, at Wednesday’s town
hall in Georgia, he seemed no more unhinged than
usual). But regardless of whether Trump suffers from
age-related cognitive decline now, there’s a high risk
that sometime in the next four years, he will. Which
is why we need a constitutional amendment to pre-
vent someone so old from ever running for president
again.

Even when you’re not doing the most stressful job
in the world, age can be brutal on the brain. A 2022
study found that roughly one-third of Americans over
age 65 have some form of cognitive impairment,
and the older you get, the bigger the risk that your
mind will start to go. Anyone who has cared for an
aging parent or grandparent knows how suddenly
that can happen: a stroke, a heart attack or an illness
can impact a senior’s cognitive capacity, even if they
don’t develop dementia.

The president is doing the most stressful job in
the world, and that job has visibly aged every presi-
dent in modern history. That toll seems likely to be
heavier on older presidents - and if you doubt that,
just watch Biden’s debate performance in 2020, then
compare it with this summer’s performance. The
president appeared a trifle slow four years ago, but
it was nothing like the disastrous decline on display
in June. When Biden visibly lost his train of thought
and then helplessly muttered, “We finally beat Medi-
care,” | actually dove onto my couch in vicarious
humiliation and covered my head with a pillow.

Trump won’t necessarily follow the same path if
he’s reelected. But even a 5 or 10 percent chance that
he might is unacceptable. In a nuclear-armed world
where the fate of human civilization might hang on
a president’s decisions, we can’t afford to have a
commander in chief whose mind is no longer fully
capable of rapid assessment and instant action.

Unfortunately, the 25th Amendment, which allows
the vice president to temporarily assume power from
an incapacitated president, offers no good way to
remove a president who is lucid but no longer men-

tally sharp. It should function well enough
in the situations for which it was designed,
such as a president in a coma. However, if
the president retains enough of his wits to
contest the transfer of authority, we face a
potential power struggle and a constitutional
crisis.

That’s an argument for fixing the 25th
Amendment, creating a clearer procedure for
handling less-than-total impairment. But no
such fix will ever work perfectly because we
don’t want to make it too easy for the vice
president to seize power. So we should also
pass an amendment to screen out the candi-
dates at the highest risk of such problems - which is
to say, those in their 70s and 80s. Exactly what that
age limit should be, and how to handle candidates
who might exceed it in office, will need to be hashed
out in the drafting process, with input from experts
on cognitive science. I would set it at 72.

The obvious rejoinder is that passing a constitu-
tional amendment is incredibly hard, and the voters
can eliminate those candidates. But while it is hard,
it’s not impossible - and unlike many other amend-
ments, this one wouldn’t be attempting to settle a
hot-button political issue that will mobilize fierce
opposition. Nearly 8 in 10 voters support imposing
an age limit on federal officials.

Those voters probably understand why it’s better
to handle this through the amendment process than
by expecting voters to provide a mental health check
on the candidates. If a candidate does have cogni-
tive problems, staffers and party insiders will try to
hide that, as happened with Biden. So we can’t count
on citizens having an accurate picture of a future
president’s capabilities. Nor can they predict whether
those capabilities will suddenly diminish.

There’s also a political problem with leaving it
to the voters. The structure of our electoral system
strongly favors two major parties rather than many
smaller ones. Americans can only really choose
between two candidates, selected by a small group
of primary voters that doesn’t much resemble the
broader electorate.

Moreover, incumbents have so many advantages
- money, name recognition, their party’s fear of an
internal civil war - that it’s nearly impossible for
primary voters to replace an incumbent, even when
it’s clear that person has lost a step. Which is how we
almost ended up having the third-oldest president in
history face off against the oldest.

It’s too late to fix that problem for this election.

If Trump wins, we must hope he remains healthy
throughout his term, or that if something happens,
JD Vance can smoothly assume power before a cri-
sis occurs. But we should act now to protect future
Americans from the possibility of a president who
cannot do the job and cannot be forced out of it,
either.

¢

Megan
McCardle

Follow Megan McCardle on X @asymmetricinfo

Harris appeals for the anti-Catholic vote

A political rule of thumb
is that candidates should
never offend a large group
of voters, especially close to
an election.

Harris ignored that rule,
not once, but twice last
week.

First, she disrespected
the annual Al Smith dinner
in New York, which raises
money for Catholic charities
and has been attended by
every modern presidential

Cal
Thomas

to which Harris responds:
“I would never do that no
matter where I was — that
would be like criticizing
Detroit in Detroit,” a refer-
ence to a recent speech
Trump delivered in Detroit
during which he criticized
the condition of the city.
The second violation
of the thumb rule was her
comments about abortion
hours before the Smith
dinner. In Wisconsin, she

The way Harris aggressively pro-
motes abortion on demand for any
reason and at any time is reminiscent
of what some ancient Israelites did as
recorded in the Old Testament. Some
sacrificed their children on altars to
false gods, earning the anger and
punishment of the God they were sup-
posed to be serving.

As I have argued for years abortion
will not end the attacks on human life.
Already we are reading about pods
that have been created to help people
commit suicide. As people live longer

candidate with one exception

— Walter Mondale in 1984. We saw
how that worked out when Mondale
lost 49 states to Ronald Reagan.

Harris sent a video to the dinner
which many people found unfunny.
Comedian Jim Gaffigan roasted Har-
ris for not showing up. Former presi-
dent Donald Trump attended and even
though his remarks might have forced
him to confession if he were Catholic,
Trump may get some points among
Catholic voters for being there.

In the video, Harris was joined by
Molly Shannon, a former cast mem-
ber on “Saturday Night Live,” who
played Mary Katherine Gallagher,

a hyperactive, egotistical Catholic
school girl, a character who might be
considered stereotypical and unfunny
by some Catholics.

In the clip, Harris asks Gallagher
for advice on what to speak about at
the dinner. She replies: “Don’t say
anything negative about Catholics,”

mocked pro-life hecklers
who shouted at her during her speech,
telling them”Oh, you’re at the wrong
rally. You want the smaller one down
the street.”

It is no secret that Catholic doctrine
regards life beginning at conception
and having value until natural death.
For Harris to openly promote abortion
on the same day as the Al Smith din-
ner and after declining an invitation
to attend will not sit well with some
Catholic voters.

“We will move forward because
ours is a fight for the future,” said Har-
ris, “and it is a fight for freedom — for
freedom. Like the fundamental free-
dom of a woman to make decisions
about her own body and not have her
government tell her what to do.”

Catholics and pro-lifers of other
faiths argue that the unborn child
is only a temporary resident of the
female body and not a part of it, like
an arm or leg.

the pressure on the elderly to “die and
get out of the way” will grow.

If life’s value is determined by
government and not “endowed by our
Creator,” there can be no constraints
on humans to do whatever they wish
to other humans. Today’s horrors
become normal in a short space of
time. It’s just a matter of conditioning.

The one thing Harris and other
“pro-choice” advocates never men-
tion is self-control. Is anyone ignorant
about what causes a pregnancy?

Are not contraceptives for men and
women readily available? The age
when a woman’s attitude about sex
was “not until we are married” is long
gone and society continues to suffer
from casting off of all restraints while
wishing to avoid consequences of bad
decisions.

Not only Catholics may be influ-
enced by Harris’ abortion views in the
coming election.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com.
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Much depends on how we think of ourselves and of others

So much depends on compas-
sion. In a world where indiffer-
ence seems to be the norm, where
the common denominator is “us
vs them,”
where empa-
thy is viewed
as a character
weakness, and
where com-
mon civility
and decency
have evapo-
rated into the
very atmo-
sphere sur-
rounding us,
there remains
hope. There must be hope that the
country we leave for our children
and grandchildren is nurturing and
positive, not torn asunder by those
who refuse to think of others in
terms other than vermin or poison
or the enemy.

This may sound utterly altru-
istic and optimistic, a Pollyanna
walking through life with rose-
colored shades, a perpetual smile,
and bounce in her step that defies
everything swirling around her.

I assure you, I am not a Polly-
anna. The Dalai Lama said, “A
person who practices compassion
and forgiveness has great inner
strength, whereas aggression is
usually a sign of weakness.” The
willingness to practice compassion
demands a great deal of strength,
mental acuity, and personal forti-
tude because there are many who
will decry compassion as the posi-
tion of submission.

Billy
Kreigh

from us. Pity
can allow us to
view ourselves
as somehow
superior or more
“deserving”
than another,
and therefore
can make us less

Here's
the
Thing
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praised as the
means to our
intended goals. “Strong” leaders,
who are quick to imprison, nullify,
silence, and eliminate those who
speak with a conflicting voice, are
held up by some as leaders worthy
of emulation.

The opposite is the truth. The
“strongest” people who come
to mind who throughout history
exhibited characteristics that make
humans most proud, are people
such as Jesus Christ, Mother The-
resa, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Abraham Lin-
coln, Margaret Thatcher, and Nel-
son Mandela among countless oth-
ers. A main characteristic shared
by these leaders is their ability to
feel compassion, empathy for their
fellow inhabitants of this planet.
If indeed we view “all men as cre-
ated equal,” if indeed we “love our
neighbors as ourselves,” if indeed
we can “walk in another man’s
shoes,” then certainly we can view
the world and its residents with
compassion.

Compassion does not mean
to feel sorry for another or to
feel pity for a person or an entire
group of people. Feeling sorry for
someone does not require action

“liable” in our
own eyes. Nei-

ther of these is compassion.

Compassion requires that we
refuse to idly and silently stand
aside or turn away from injustice,
harm, vilification, the attempts
of invalidation that one person
or group of people use against
another person or group. We can
make a difference. We have voices
that yearn to be heard. We must
utilize our backbones, minds, and
common sense to boldly and con-
sistently proclaim what is right. It
has been said in various ways that
those who do nothing to stop or
prevent injustice share a complic-
ity within that injustice.

Compassion must not be lim-
ited to writing a check, or volun-
teering for a few hours a week, or
praying on any day of the week,
or tsking our tongues against the
roofs of our mouths while watch-
ing the evening news saying, “My,
those poor people.” Compassion
is a full-out commitment that
necessitates that we ask ourselves,
what are we willing and able to do
to actually make things right, to
make things better...and then pro-
ceed to do exactly that.

It is not an easy decision to be

undertaken lightly. You may be
called a “bleeding heart” - which
I put forth as preferred over a
non-bleeding heart - or a liberal,
or some other identifying designa-
tion that is intended to be deroga-
tory. No, the decision to practice
compassion compels each of us

to call upon “the better angels of
our nature,” to quote Abraham

Lincoln.

As the important election date
rises in our near future, as the
name-calling and hate fueled divi-
sive rhetoric slams us from many
tv and radio stations, from pundits
who promote lies and misinforma-
tion, it is imperative that we filter
the disparaging “dialogue.” We
need to redirect our focus on how
we identify truth, honor, integrity,
moral turpitude, and unjust behav-
ior. Identification is the beginning,

not the end.

I would love to have a dollar
for every time I said that I would
never ever even attempt tell anoth-
er person what to think. Heck, I
could be one wealthy, albeit still
elderly, woman. None of us need
someone to tell us what to think,
but all of us need to remind our-
selves to think. Topics of import

abortion, education, religion, what
is and what is not an entitlement,
what is fair and just, for whom do
we cast our vote, gun violence,
protection of the environment, the
list is truly never ending. Even a
most superficial appraisal of these
topics demands of us the utmost
careful and in-depth thinking.
Critical thinking should never be

underrated or disparaged.

rarely just flitter from the skies
fully formed with complete under-

standing. Nope, we have to think,
and then think again. It is up to us
to discern the measure, weight,
and significance of topics which
can alter our lives or the lives of

others.

These topics include such mat-
ters as democracy, immigration,

Bertrand Russell, regarded by
many as a thinker and speaker of
truth, said, “The whole problem
with the world is that fools and
fanatics are always so certain of
themselves, and wise people so
full of doubts.” How do we oblit-
erate those doubts? We know what
is right. We cannot continue to
allow the man-made differences,
destructive lies, and distorted per-
ceptions to separate us from our
fellow human beings.

Here’s the thing: We can learn
to value compassion; it is within
our capabilities We learn to talk
by speaking; we learn to write
by writing; we learn to think by
thinking; likewise, we learn com-
passion by practicing compassion.
It really is that simple.

bkreigh@adamswells.com

Editor’s Note: This is one of a series
of articles and opinions written by a
group of retired and current teachers
— Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy
Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. Their
intent is to spur discussions at the din-

ner table and elsewhere. You may also

voice your thoughts and reactions via
The News-Banner's letters to editor.

True crime author talk: “The Madness
of John Terrell” at WCPL Oct. 29

The Wells County Pub-
lic Library will be hosting
Indiana author, Stephen
Terrell, at the Main Library
in Bluffton on Tuesday,
October 29 from 6:30-7:30
pm. Terrell will be discuss-
ing his newly released book
“The Madness of John Ter-
rell: Revenge and Insanity
on Trial in the Heartland,”
from Kent State University
Press.

Terrell learned about the
case when digging into his
own family history when
he had some down time
during the pandemic. He
discovered his great-grand-
father’s eldest son from his
first marriage, John Wesley
Terrell, committed a shock-
ing murder of his estranged
son-in-law in 1903 and
made headlines in hun-
dreds of newspapers across
the country, including the
front page of the New York
Times. What followed for
Stephen Terrell after this
discovery was more than
three years of research to
unravel the story of John
Terrell that is told in the
book.

This presentation is
perfect for those who
enjoy true crime or Wells
County history. Registra-
tion is appreciated, but not
required. To sign-up, call
the library at 260-824-1612
or go to www.wellsco-
library.org, click on the
Library Event Calendar,
navigate to the date of the
event, and view more to get
to the registration screen.

About the Book:

In early 1900s Indi-
ana, John Terrell was the
wealthiest man in Wells
County, thanks to oil dis-
covered on his farm. But
when his youngest daugh-
ter, Lucy, became pregnant
and entered into a forced
marriage to abusive Melvin
Wolfe, Terrell’s life and for-
tune unraveled in a tumul-
tuous spiral of murder, a
dramatic trial, and a descent
into madness.

Wolfe’s abuse of Lucy
eventually drove her back
to her parents’ home. His
continued harassment of
the entire family became
too much for John Terrell.
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White Bird: A Wonder Story
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Indiana author Stebheh Terrell will be discussing his book at
the Wells County Public Library in Bluffton on Tuesday, Octo-

ber 29. (Photo submitted)

He shot Wolfe in a road-
side ambush, followed the
wounded man to the doc-
tor, broke into the operat-
ing room, and put a shotgun
to the injured man’s head
before pulling the trigger.
The murder made sensa-
tional headlines across the
country. Terrell, a polariz-
ing figure in the community
due to his wealth and athe-
ism, went on trial and faced
the death penalty. His law-
yer presented an insanity
defense; over 150 witnesses
testified, including a dozen
high-paid experts for the
defense.

Yet Terrell was convict-
ed in just 15 minutes. While
awaiting sentence, his men-
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« General Dentistry

+ Easy Financing Options

Premier, HIP2.0 and Medicaid

DETAILED.DENTAL CARE

+ Sedation Dentistry ~ « Immediate Dentures

Performers sought for Joyful Sounds of Christmas’

Otto “Tank” Lowe, Director of “Joy-
ful Sounds of Christmas” has put out a
call for singers, dancers, performers and
anyone who would like to involved in the
coming event to be held on Sunday, Dec.
8th.

Needed are elves, a Santa, Santa’s

helpers, Frosty, reindeer and other Christ-
mas related characters. Anyone who
wishes to be part of the action should
contact Lowe at tanklowel @gmail.com.

There will be only one show this year
at the Auditorium at 428 South Oak St. in
Bluffton.

| WADRESS

”30“" Spirit Sponsors wanted for Wonderland of Lights
' This will be the 11th year for the Won- purchase one strand of LED commercial
. TERRE de grade lights. Your name will be listed in the
Revange and Lama event section of the online publication Dis-
e cover Ouabache.

Checks made out to Friends of Ouabache
may be sent to Friends of Ouabache State
Park, 4930 E State Road 201, Bluffton, IN
46714. Indicate how many strands you wish
to sponsor and how you wish your names to
be printed in Discover Ouabache. Add Attn.:
Spirit Sponsor on the envelope.

rland of Lights at Ouabache State Park
-~ = (December 6 -31) and the Friends of Oua-
+= bache State park are inviting folks to
become Spirit Sponsors.

Because the weather takes a toll on the
strands of lights a large number are in need
of replacement this year—all of the ones on
the fire tower. The cost of replacement also
has taken a substantial rise in prices.

As a Spirit Sponsor, your $20 will help

Pumpkin path at Botanical Conservatory

tal condition rapidly dete-
riorated; transferred to an
asylum, he was ultimately
proclaimed “insane.”

Until his death, the
fierce debate raged: Had
Terrell truly lost his mind?
Or did he simply scam his
way out of prison?

About the Author:

Stephen Terrell is a
novelist and retired Indi-
ana attorney with decades
of experience in trials and
appeals at the state and
federal levels. He has been
a frequent speaker at legal
conferences and seminars
and was selected to the
Indiana State Bar Associa-
tion’s General Practice Hall
of Fame.

Throughout the month of October the
Fort Wayne Botanical Conservatory will
open their outdoor display of pumpkins dur-
ing regular hours.

The site offers a variety of pumpkin dis-

plays as well as photo opportunities.
Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for those
3-17 and free to those 2 and under. Regular
hours are 10 a.m. tor 5 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday.
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On Lake Erie, getting rid of problem
algae starts with giving it less food

By JOSHUA A. BICKEL
and PATRICK AFTOORA-ORSAGOS
Associated Press

OREGON, Ohio (AP) — On a warm
late-summer evening, a small speedboat
motored across a pea-green stretch of Lake
Erie past a beach where a child sat splashing
and a pair of newlyweds waded for a por-
trait photographer. On the sand, unseen or
ignored, bright red signs warned people to
stay out of the water due to dangerous algae
toxins.

Some 70 miles away, farmer Bill Kellogg
is trying to do something about the chronic
algae blooms in America’s southernmost
Great Lake. Instead of scattering fertilizer
atop his fields, Kellogg now uses a strip till
machine that knifes fertilizer pellets 8 inch-
es into the soil — deep enough that heavy
rains won’t wash it away.

He plants cover crops that strengthen the
soil so it can absorb more nutrients. In other
fields, he’s replaced some crops with buffer
strips of grasses and other plants that can
absorb nutrient runoff before it shoots into
streams bound for Erie, where the runoff
would be potent fuel for the algae.

Bacteria commonly called blue-green
algae are often present in bodies of water
throughout the world, but if fed too much of
the phosphorus and nitrogen in farm fertiliz-
ers, they can turn into harmful algae blooms
that can affect drinking water, create oxy-
gen-starved dead zones that kill marine life,
spoil swimming, boating and tourism and
endanger human health.

Western Lake Erie is an ideal environ-
ment for the bacteria to thrive: It’s about 30
feet deep, the shallowest part of the shallow-
est Great Lake, and it heats up faster when
temperatures are warm. And it’s where
nutrients from farm fields along streams and
creeks throughout the basin eventually drain
into the Maumee River, which dumps into
Erie at Toledo.

Nutrient runoff from agricultural fields,
mostly fertilizer, accounts for about 80% of
the nutrients that flow into Lake Erie, and
half of the nutrients reaching the lake arrive
via the Maumee.

Reducing the amount of nutrients — spe-
cifically phosphorus — was one focus of a
2015 agreement between the United States
and Canada to cut the phosphorus going into
Erie by 40% by 2025. Researchers say prog-
ress has been made — the latest figure is
that phosphorus is down about 32% — but
the target likely won’t be met.

This year’s algae bloom in western Lake
Erie was moderate compared to previous
years. It appeared June 24, its earliest since
monitoring began, and its late-summer peak
covered about 660 square miles — larger
than some previous years, but not nearly as
thick as some other blooms.

Warming temperatures are expected to
make algae blooms start earlier, last longer
and potentially become more toxic as more
intense rainstorms drive nutrients through
waterways and higher temperatures warm
the lake.

“If all things stay the same and the cli-
mate changes in the way we sort of expect it
to over the coming decades, then things will
get worse,” said Nate Manning, the interim
director of the National Center for Water
Quality Research.

For Kellogg, who farms 7,400 acres of
corn and soybeans in Forest, Ohio, conser-
vation efforts on his farm have long been a
personal priority; he regularly visits Lake
Erie with his family to fish and swim. But
he became even more committed after a
2014 bloom that led to a temporary shutoff
of drinking water for more than 400,000
people in Toledo and southern Michigan.

Kellogg spent more than $1 million for
the strip-till machine and the tractor to pull
it that lets him tuck the solid fertilizer sev-
eral inches below ground. It was a big out-
lay, but he said he’s now spending about
$300,000 less on fertilizer as less of it runs
off. The liquid fertilizer he sometimes uses
is stored in tanks that sit in a concrete basin
to contain any leaks.

“Our yields have increased. Our fertilizer
cost has dropped. Once you get hooked on
something and you’ve proven it to yourself
that it works, nobody has to pay us anything
now to do it,” Kellogg said.

Near Sandusky Bay on the southwestern
part of Lake Erie, the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources is working with other
conservation groups to restore wetlands
that filter nutrient runoff before it gets into
the bay. At one site, engineers reconnected
water channels through areas of former
farmland to return the area to a wetland
state. At another, island barriers are being
built near the shoreline in addition to wet-
land restoration to aid filtration.

As part of the H20Ohio program begun
in 2019, the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources and its conservation partners
have completed 23 wetland restoration proj-
ects in the western Lake Erie Basin, with
another 49 ongoing. These help, but they’re
only one part of the solution, said Mary
Mertz, the director of the Ohio Department
of Natural Resources.

“You can’t just do wetlands and that’s
going to clean up Lake Erie,” she said.

Researchers at the National Center for
Water Quality Research in Tiffin constantly
monitor phosphorus in the water. Their data
show that the phosphorus load into western
Lake Erie is trending downward, but the 40%
reduction target hasn’t been met consistently.

“There’s a lot to be positive about,” Man-
ning said.

Y AN

{58

Wells County Historical Society officers Connie Brubaker (left) and Jim Sturgeon (right) receive
the Caparne Welch Medal award from iris hybridizer Lynda Miller (center). (Photo provided)

Wells County’s iris legacy continues

Wells County Histori-
cal Society officers Connie
Brubaker and Jim Sturgeon
received the Caparne Welch
Medal award from iris
hybridizer Lynda Miller.

The plaque will be
included alongside other iris
awards displayed. This 2002
award was won for the iris
named “Scruples” hybrid-
ized in Wells County. Miller
started hybridizing irises in
her garden near the King-
sland crossroads of US 224
and Ind. 1.

Scruples 1993 introduc-
tion came after its creation
occurring in her Wells
County garden. The Minia-
ture Dwarf Bearded (MDB)
iris grows to a height of
only six inches. It became
an early award winner for
Miller. She produced “Foot-
ball Hero” which achieved
the highest American iris
award possible, the Dykes
Award, in 2022. Many addi-
tional new iris hybrids have
been introduced by Miller.
She admitted some of their
early starter irises had been
obtained from William-
son’s Longfield Iris Farm in
Bluffton, and Paul Cook’s

irises grown in north Bluff-
ton for many years.

Miller’s iris hybridizing
start in Wells County moved
to Noblesville, Indiana, and
then to her current hybrid-
izing garden in Oregon. Due
to space limitations, and
need of beds for producing
new varieties, Miller discon-
tinued her own flower bed
of Scruples. After ending the
growth of Scruples iris beds,
she joked about it by stating,
“I lost my Scruples.”

Rhizome starts of Scru-
ples can sometimes yet be
found available from online
nurseries during the grow-
ing season. She has already
introduced over 260 new

iris hybrids. Miller has won
over a dozen iris awards.

The time from pollina-
tion to a new hybrid can be
achieved in two years in
Canby, Oregon. In Indiana it
required three years. “That’s
a huge advantage in produc-
ing new iris varieties,” stat-
ed Miller.

Lynda Miller’s award
joins the Historical Museum
display based on local iris
hybridizers who excelled
throughout the United
States. Other awards dis-
played at the museum
include those won by E. B.
Williamson, Mary William-
son, and Paul Cook. More
about Miller’s work can be

LOCAL EXPERIENCE

REAL ESTATE BROKER

F STEFFEN
J GROUP

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

REAL RESULTS
NICK HUFFMAN

& AUCTIONEER
260.827.8255

D) QP
SALES SPECTACULAR!

2024 JEEP GLADIATOR SPORT
MSRP: $53,635
EP PRICING: $49,276
REBATES:$5,363.50
TOTAL SAVINGS: $9,722.50
FINAL PRICE: $43,912.50

PLUS TAX AND TITLE
STK#: C240012

2024 RAM 2500 CREW CAB
MSRP: $77,525
EP PRICING: $69,663
REBATES:$2,000
TOTAL SAVINGS: $9,862
FINAL PRICE: $67,663

PLUS TAX AND TITLE
STK#:C240005

EMPLOYEE PRICING ON ALL
NEVA/ IN STOCK 2202245 VEHCILES!

65

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
IN] STOCEXK AND READY FOR Y/(OUJ

2024 DODGE HORNET GT
MSRP: $35,485
EP PRICING: $33,290
REBATES:$2,680
TOTAL SAVINGS: $4,875
FINAL PRICE: $30,610

PLUS TAX AND TITLE
STK#: C240013

2024 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT
MSRP: $51,445
EP PRICING: $47,305
REBATES:$3,000
TOTAL SAVINGS: $7,140
FINAL PRICE: $44,305

PLUS TAX AND TITLE
STK#: C240016

o

2024 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED
MSRP: $57,960
EP PRICING: $54,093
REBATES:$8,500
TOTAL SAVINGS: $12,367
FINAL PRICE: $45,593

PLUS TAX AND TITLE PLUS TAX AND TITLE
STK#: C240026 STK#:C240001

FREEDOM CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM OF BLUFFTON
1791 N MAIN ST, BLUFFTON, IN 46714 260-824-1931

2024 CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING
MSRP: $52,635
EP PRICING: $48,721
REBATES:$6,500
TOTAL SAVINGS: $10,414
FINAL PRICE: $42,221

VISIT US AT WWW.FREEDOMCHRYSLERDODGEJEEPRAMBLUFFTON.COM FOR A FULL LISTING OF OUR INVENTORY.
*MUST FINANCE WITH FREEDOM AND KEEP LOAN OPEN FOR 6 MONTHS. EXCLUDES WAGONEER MODLES. OFFER EXPRIES 10/31/24**
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What are the soft-shell helmet
Guardian Caps that Tagovailoa
says he will not wear?

Learn about the new form of protective helmet
that lessens the risk of concussions in the NFL

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP)
— Guardian Caps are soft, protec-
tive helmet covers that the NFL
authorized players to wear during
games this season in an effort to
reduce head injuries.

Several players have worn
them over the first seven weeks,
though Tua Tagovailoa, like most

ber increases to at least 20% if both
players involved in a collision are
wearing them.

There is no 100% concussion-
proof headgear for NFL players

The league introduced this sea-
son eight position-specific helmets
for quarterbacks and linemen. The
position-specific helmets aren’t

NFL players, said Monday he
won’t wear the headgear when he
returns from his latest concussion.
Players have cited various reasons, includ-
ing comfort and aesthetics, for not wearing
them.

The NFL has mandated the caps’ use at
contact practices for most players since 2022.
Quarterbacks, kickers and punters are the
only position groups not required to wear the
caps during practices that involve contact.

There are six types of helmet the league
has approved that players can wear during
contact practices that don’t require the Guard-
ian Caps.

Tagovailoa has been cleared by medical
experts to return to play for the Miami Dol-
phins after he sustained his latest concussion
during a collision with Bills defensive back
Damar Hamlin in Week 2.

If Tagovailoa clears the NFL’s concussion
protocol after he practices on Wednesday, he
is expected to start against the Arizona Cardi-
nals on Sunday.

Here’s a look at the Guardian Caps and
how they are used in the NFL:

WHAT ARE GUARDIAN CAPS?

The 12-ounce padded shells are affixed to
the top of a player’s helmet. The NFL has said
studies indicate that when one player wears
the protective gear, it results in at least a 10%
reduction in severity of impact. That num-

Tua Tagovailoa

concussion-proof but are designed
to limit head trauma.

“Anyone can have a concussion
in any helmet with the right blow,” NFL chief
medical officer Dr. Allen Sills told The Asso-
ciated Press. “What we’re always looking at
is relative risk reduction. And so by wearing
one of the best-performing helmets, a player
definitely lowers their risk of concussion.
And again, that’s what our lab data and our
on-field data have shown over the past eight
years.”

The NFL says the Guardian Caps have
been effective

The NFL last week said it saw its fewest
concussions in the preseason since tracking
started in 2015. There were 44 concussions
in practices and games, a decrease of about
249% from last year. Use of the Guardian Caps
was among the reasons league executive Jeff
Miller cited for the reduction.

WHO ELSE USES THE
CAPS BESIDES NFL PLAYERS?

More than 300 college programs, 3,000
high school and 750 youth programs across
the country use the caps.
WHEN WERE THE CAPS CREATED?

Guardian was founded in 2010 by Erin
and Lee Hanson. The Guardian Cap launched
in 2011 and became available in 2012 after
successful biomechanical testing and field
testing.

High School Calendar

WEDNESDAY, OCT 23
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, OCT 24
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, OCT 25

FOOTBALL: (Sectional) Adams Central at
Bluffton, 7 p.m.; Norwell at Bishop Luers, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT 26

CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Regional at
Huntington University, 10 a.m.

By CURT ANDERSON
Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) —
Major League Baseball hopes to find the
Tampa Bay Rays a temporary home near
their fanbase at least for the start of the
2025 season if the damage to Tropicana
Field from Hurricane Milton cannot be
repaired in time.

The translucent fiberglass dome at the
ballpark in St. Petersburg was shredded
by Milton’s winds, leaving its immediate
future in doubt. A number of spring train-
ing sites around the Tampa Bay area have
been suggested as temporary homes, and
MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred said
the league wants a location in the region
if possible.

“We’re hopeful that we can figure out
something in (the Tampa Bay area) for
them and that the repairs can be done in a
way that allows them to resume playing,”
Manfred said on a recent episode of The
Varsity podcast.

“The easiest thing is always to stay in
the market where the clubs are anchored,
if we can manage it,” he said.

The Rays have played at Tropicana
Field since their inaugural 1998 season,
although the building was constructed in
1990. The hurricane damage comes a few
months after the city of St. Petersburg and
Pinellas County approved a new $1.3 bil-
lion ballpark in an adjacent location that
would open in the 2028 season, part of a
much larger downtown revitalization proj-
ect.

The city has hired the Hennessy/
AECOM firm to do a complete analysis of
the Tropicana Field damage and contract-
ed with another company to remove the
remaining roof material, said St. Peters-
burg spokeswoman Alizza Punzalan-Ran-
dle. The city has also filed a claim with its
insurance carrier, she said.

“We will have more information on
next steps once the analyses have been
completed and the remaining roof has
been removed,” Punzalan-Randle said.

City Council member Brandi Gabbard
said she expected the analysis by the first

MLB wants the Tampa Bay Rays to
play in the area if Tropicana Field
is unfit due to hurricane damage

week of November.

“At that point we will have a better pic-
ture of the path forward,” Gabbard said.

So, where would the Rays go if the
Trop isn’t ready on opening day of 2025?

Suggestions have included local-area
spring training sites used by the Phillies,
Blue Jays, Yankees, Pirates and Tigers. A
bit further away is the Rays’ own spring
training complex in Port Charlotte, about
85 miles (136 kilometers) south of St.
Petersburg. Another option may be the
ballpark at Disney’s ESPN Wide World of
Sports complex near Orlando.

Most of those ballpark options host
minor league teams after spring train-
ing ends, which could prompt significant
adjustments to minor league team sched-
ules. One way around that would be to
play at the Orioles’ spring training site in
Sarasota, which does not have a minor
league team.

There has also been talk of the Rays
sharing the Miami Marlins’ stadium, but
that would be a major scheduling chal-
lenge and about a four-hour drive from St.
Petersburg. A previous proposal to have
the Rays play some home games in Mon-
treal resurfaced, but the stadium there is
undergoing renovation and would not be
ready for next season.

The Rays declined comment Tuesday
and have had said only that it could take
weeks “to assess the true condition of
Tropicana Field.” Playing there without a
roof is another idea, but the Trop doesn’t
have the drainage systems necessary in
such a rain-prone location.

Another factor to consider is how much
money should be spent to repair a facility
that will be torn down for the new ballpark
in a few years.

The Rays’ opening “home” game
against the Colorado Rockies is sched-
uled for March 27, 2025, and Manfred
said MLB, the team and other entities will
come up with a solution.

“The one thing I can tell you for sure,
they’re playing next year. We’re going to
find them someplace to do it,” Manfred
said on the podcast.

Browns place Watson on IR, sign QB Bailey Zappe off practice squad

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — The Cleveland
Browns’ ever-changing quarterback situa-
tion is in motion again.

With starter Deshaun Watson out for the
season because of a ruptured Achilles ten-
don and backup Dorian Thompson-Rob-
inson dealing with a finger injury on his
throwing hand, Cleveland signed QB Bailey
Zappe off Kansas City’s practice squad on
Tuesday.

The team also placed Watson on injured
reserve, a procedural but necessary move
for the Browns, who have lost five straight
in what has quickly gone from a promising

Lyon pitches shut out,
Kane scores as Red
Wings edge Islanders

season to a problematic one.

Watson is scheduled to have surgery this
week after rupturing the tendon on a draw
play in Sunday’s 21-14 loss to the Bengals.
It’s the second straight season he has suf-
fered a major injury after breaking his right
shoulder after six starts a year ago.

Watson’s injury late in the first half was
followed by some Browns fans cheering
when the QB went down, a reaction that
incensed many of his teammates.

He was replaced by Thompson-Robinson,
who hurt a finger on his throwing hand in the
second half and had to be replaced by Jameis
Winston. It was the first time this season
Thompson Robinson was Watson’s backup.

By ALLAN KREDA
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP)
— Patrick Kane scored
a first-period goal, Alex
Lyon made 29 saves and
the Detroit Red Wings held
on to edge the New York
Islanders 1-0 on Tuesday
night.

Kane scored his first
goal of the season at 8:54
of the period with assists to
Vladimir Tarasenko and J.T.
Compher.

The 31-year-old Lyon
made eight saves in the first,
14 stops in the second and
seven more in the third for
his fourth career shutout.

The Red Wings won their
second straight, coming off
a 5-2 win at Nashville last
Saturday.

The Islanders were shut
out for the third time in six
games this season.

Ilya Sorokin made 10

stops for the Islanders.
TAKEAWAYS

The Islanders contin-
ued their inconsistent play.
They lost their home opener
5-4 to Utah in overtime,
and beat Montreal 4-3 in a
shootout at home on Satur-
day. They were shut out at
Dallas on Oct. 12, downed
Colorado 6-2 on the road
Oct. 14, then were blanked
1-0 in overtime at St. Louis
on last Thursday.

KEY MOMENT

Lyon denied Islanders
captain Anders Lee with
just over nine minutes left
in the second period to
keep it a 1-0 game. Brock
Nelson hit the crossbar
behind Lyon two minutes
later. Lyon also stopped
Islanders forward Simon
Holmstrom midway
through the third period on
a point-blank high shot.

KEY STATS

2
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Kane’s goal was 472nd
of his career — fifth-most
among active NHL play-
ers behind Alex Ovech-
kin, Sindey Crosby, Steven
Stamkos and Evgeni Mal-
kin. The 35-year-old for-
ward is in his second sea-
son with Detroit. His 1,287
points are fourth among
active players.

UP NEXT

Islanders: Visit New Jer-
sey on Friday night.

Red Wings: Host New
Jersey on Thursday night.

Coach Kevin Stefanski said Monday he
was awaiting more medical information on
Thompson-Robinson. He completed 11 of
24 passes for 82 yards and two interceptions
before getting hurt.

Thompson-Robinson made three starts
last season and played in eight games as a
rookie when Watson dealt with a shoulder
strain before being knocked out in Week 11.
The Browns wound up starting five quarter-
backs, with Joe Flacco leading them to the
playoffs after signing as a free agent.

For the time being, Zappe gives the
Browns some protection behind Thompson-
Robinson and Winston, who could start this
week against Baltimore.

Zappe started eight games for New Eng-
land over the past two seasons, going 4-4.
The 25-year-old signed with the Chiefs after
being released by the Patriots this summer.

He had his best game against the Browns,
completing 24 of 34 passes for 309 yards in
a 38-15 win in 2022.

Watson’s career in Cleveland is at anoth-
er crossroads. The Browns signed him to
a $230 million contract in 2022 and he’s
scheduled to make $46 million in each of
the next two seasons.

But Watson hasn’t lived up to his con-
tract or expectations and is now dealing
with a significant injury that will require
months of recovery time.

Heinen scores twice as the
Canucks beat the Blackhawks

By JAY COHEN
AP Sports Writer
CHICAGO (AP) — Dan-
ton Heinen scored two of
Vancouver’s four first-period
goals, and the Canucks beat
the Chicago Blackhawks 6-3
on Tuesday night for their
third straight win.
J.T. Miller had a goal and

Bertuzzi scored for Chi-
cago in its third loss in four
games. Petr Mrazek made
24 stops.

Hall’s goal with 6:31 left
in the first was his second
of the season and his 700th
career point.

The Blackhawks went 1
for 5 on the power play, and

two assists for the Canucks,
who closed out a 3-1 trip. Brock Boeser,
Conor Garland and Pius Suter also scored,
and Kevin Lankinen made 31 saves against
his first NHL team.

Heinen finished a pretty passing sequence
21 seconds into the game. He picked up his
second goal of the season at 10:46, giving
Vancouver a 3-1 lead.

Taylor Hall, Ryan Donato and Tyler
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the Canucks were 2 for 3
with the man advantage.
TAKEAWAYS
Canucks: Boeser scored for the second
straight game. He is off to a solid start with
four goals and two assists in six games.
Blackhawks: It was a rough night for the
team’s defensemen, who were out of posi-
tion on a couple of prime scoring opportuni-
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News-Banner Scoreboard

FOOTB ALL Cincinnati 21, Cleveland 14 8. Castle (7-2) Others receiving votes: 11, Pioneer 2. Charlotte at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m. Monday’s Games
—_— Detroit 31, Minnesota 29 9. E. Central (6-3) 12, Tri-County 2. 13, Riverton Parke 2. Detroit at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m. Toronto 5, Tampa Bay 2
Green Bay 24, Houston 22 (tie) Warsaw (6-3) Indiana at New York, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday’s Games
NFL Indianapolis 16, Miami 10 Others receiving votes: 11, Floyd Chicago at Milwaukee, 8 p.m. Washington 4, Philadelphia 1
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Oregon is flying high, but the other former
Pac-12 teams are off to a rocky Big Ten start

By ANNE M. PETERSON
AP Sports Writer

Oregon has made a splash in its
first Big Ten season but the other for-
mer Pac-12 teams are finding the tran-
sition far more difficult.

UCLA, USC and Washington are
all sitting in the bottom half of their
new conference’s standings midway
through the season and are collective-
ly 4-10 in Big Ten play.

The Trojans and the Bruins,
who were the first Pac-12 teams to
announce they were leaving the con-
ference before it fell apart in realign-
ment in the summer of 2023, have just
one Big Ten win apiece this season.

USC (3-4, 1-4) has dropped three
straight, including last Saturday’s
29-28 loss at Maryland. The Trojans
have led in the fourth quarter of all
seven of their games this season.

“We’ve had a myriad of differ-
ent issues,” coach Lincoln Riley said
this week. “I think the reality is we’ve
been in a lot of really close games,
we’ve had some opportunities to sepa-
rate in several of these games and we
haven’t. We’ve had some opportuni-
ties to close them. We’ve had some
unfortunate breaks, we’ll call them, in
several of these games, but we haven’t
been good enough to overcome
those.”

The Trojans, who opened the sea-
son with a win against LSU in Las
Vegas and were ranked as high as No.
11 earlier in the season, have a chance

to get back on track at home against
Rutgers on Friday night.

Overall, the Big Ten’s teams are
5-11 when traveling over multiple
time zones. Collectively, USC, UCLA
and Washington have just one confer-
ence win on the road.

The Huskies (4-3, 2-2) will play at
No. 13 Indiana on Saturday in their
second road game played at 9 a.m.
back home.

Washington won the Pac-12 cham-
pionship and went on to play in the
national championship game last sea-
son but subsequent turnover meant
this was essentially a rebuilding year
for the Huskies. Coach Jedd Fisch, in
his first year with the Huskies, knew
there would be highs and lows.

“There are so many new faces,
new bodies, new people playing posi-
tions they’ve never played before, in
atmospheres they’ve never played, in
a conference we’ve never played in.
There was going to be so much new
that it was going to be impossible to
suggest that it was going to look too
different than it is right now,” Fisch
said.

UCLA (2-5, 1-4) snapped a five-
game losing streak with a 35-32 vic-
tory at Rutgers last weekend, for the
Bruins’ first win in the new confer-
ence.

Interestingly, Oregon State and
Washington State, the lone two
remaining teams in the Pac-12 after
realignment, have both defeated Big

Ten opponents this season. The Bea-
vers beat Purdue and the Cougars beat
Washington.

The outlier for the Pac-12-to-Big
Ten teams is the Ducks, ranked No.
1 in the nation for the first time since
2012, and boosted by a victory two
weeks ago at home over then-No. 2
Ohio State.

“Entering this conference, there’s
some new challenges that are present-
ed. Going through the summer scout-
ing reports, you realize that some of
these teams that we are going to get
to play, and it’s really exciting. But
I’1l tell you here at Oregon, we chase
and attack those challenges,” Dan
Lanning predicted before the season
kicked off.

Oregon (7-0, 4-0) got off to a shaky
start in lackluster nonconference wins
against Idaho and Boise State that now
seem like anomalies. Last weekend on
the road the Ducks shutout the Boiler-
makers 35-0. This week they host No.
20 Ilinois.

It’s likely Oregon will figure into
the expanded College Football Play-
offs field barring disaster.

“You don’t sit halfway through a
meal and say you’re done eating when
there’s still a lot of food left on the
plate. That’s where we’re at; we’re at
the midpoint of the season. We’re not
done yet,” Lanning said on Monday.
“There’s a lot of things that we still
want to accomplish. So (the ranking)
doesn’t really matter for us.”

Guardians’ Vogt confident team can make
strong title run after coming up short in 24

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — Stephen
Vogt lingered in Cleveland’s dugout
after the season’s final out, letting the
moment fill him with both pain and
purpose.

As the New York Yankees
embraced on the field following their
Game 5 win that clinched their first
AL pennant since 2009 on Saturday
night, Vogt, who in his first season as a
major league manager took the Guard-
ians deeper into the postseason than
anyone thought possible, watched. He
made himself a promise.

“I want it next year and it’s never
going to stop driving me,” Vogt said.

With the ALCS loss still stinging
three days afterward, Vogt and Cleve-
land’s top front office executives met
media members on Tuesday to rehash
the club’s remarkable run in 2024 and
discuss their plans to try and do it
again.

This was supposed to be a rebuild-
ing year. It was so much more.

Forecast to go .500 with one of
baseball’s youngest rosters, the Guard-
ians took over first place in April and
took off.

They won 92 games to capture the
AL Central, suddenly MLB’s most

competitive division. The Guard-
ians then rallied from a 2-1 deficit in
the Division Series to advance past
Detroit before pushing the star-stud-
ded Yankees as hard as they could —
winning a magical Game 3 at home
on a walk-off homer — before falling
three wins shy of the World Series.

While the disappointment is real, so
is the fact that Guardians grew.

“We know we have areas to
improve, and we learned a lot about
our players,” Vogt said. “We learned
a lot about our staff. I learned a lot
about how to do this job and navigating
through the first season the way we did.
We checked about every box you could
other than winning the last game of the
year and that’s what the goal is.”

At this time a year ago, the
club was headed into a frightening
unknown. Terry Francona, the win-
ningest manager in club history and
a certain Hall of Famer, had stepped
down after 11 seasons, leaving a mas-
sive void.

Enter Vogt, who more than filled it.

The journeyman catcher was hired
by the Guardians despite not having
ever managed a game — at any level.
He arrived with a reputation for being
studious, hard-working and a great
teammate known for his hilarious

comical impersonations.

He nailed being a manager.

“We had really high expectations,”
said Chris Antonetti, the club’s presi-
dent of baseball operations. “Stephen
blew all of those out of the water.
What he has been able to contribute
as someone that’s new to the job, it’s
a marvel to me. You could not expect
someone who’s done what he’s done
in the first year in any position and be
as successful as he’s been.”

Antonetti noted how from the time
he arrived, Vogt connected with his
players personally and professionally.
He gave them support, space and was
able to get more out of them than they
may have thought was possible.

Following the tough Game 5 loss
in extra innings, Antonetti said there
was a parade of players outside Vogt’s
office waiting to give him a hug and
their thanks.

Vogt wasn’t perfect. He made his
share of mistakes, and arguably a
major one in Cleveland’s last game
when he elected to have Tanner Bibee
pitch to Giancarlo Stanton in the sixth
inning nursing a 2-0 lead with a base
open, and the Yankees’ slugger hit
a game-tying, two-run homer. Vogt
said he’s walking away without any
regrets.
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Mexican Grill & Bar 411

1595 Harrison Plaza « Bluffton, IN

$390

1A Purchase of $35% or More:

Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not

valid with other discounts or coupons.
Expires 10/31/2024 |

Call for Carry- Out 260-827-0616

S50

1A Purchase of *45% or More:

Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not

valid with other discounts or coupons.
| Expires 10/31/2024 |

Blackhawks activate
Levshunov and assign
the No. 2 overall pick
to the minor leagues

CHICAGO (AP) — The Chicago Blackhawks
have activated defenseman Artyom Levshunov and
assigned the No. 2 overall pick in this year’s NHL
draft to the minors.

Levshunov, 18, hurt his right foot when he
blocked a shot during an offseason 3-on-3 tourna-
ment. His foot continued to bother him during his
training, so he had an MRI that revealed a fracture.

Levshunov participated in Chicago’s morning
skate on Tuesday before he was sent to Rockford of
the AHL. He said it was tough being out.

“It was a little boring, skating by myself and the
skills coach,” Levshunov said. “Today, I’'m excited
to get back with the team.”

Levshunov, a Belarus native, had nine goals and
26 assists in his only season at Michigan State. He
was the Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year and
Freshman of the Year.

He signed an entry-level contract with Chicago
in July. The three-year deal carries a $975,000 cap
hit.

Cardinals hire Brown
and Jay as coaches,
lure Cerfolio away
from Guardians

ST. LOUIS (AP) — The St. Louis Cardinals continued
their offseason makeover on Tuesday, hiring Brant Brown
and former outfielder Jon Jay as coaches and luring Robert
Cerfolio away from the Guardians to be their assistant general
manager for player development and performance.

Brown, who was the Mariners’ bench coach and offensive
coordinator last season, will take over as the St. Louis hitting
coach. He spent the 2023 season in that role with the Marlins
and has spent time with the Dodgers and Rangers organiza-
tions.

Jay played 12 seasons in the big leagues, including a stint
from 2010-15 with the Cardinals that included a World Series
title in 2011. He spent the past two seasons as the first base
and hitting coach with the Marlins.

Willie McGee, who has been a Cardinals coach since
2018, will transition into a role as special assistant to John
Mozeliak, the president of baseball operations. The team said
other changes to the coaching staff will be announced soon.

Last month, the Cardinals announced that Chaim Bloom
would replace Mozeliak after the 2025 season as the head
of their baseball operations. The expectation is that Bloom
would spend the upcoming offseason and season overseeing a
reset of the Cardinals’ player development program after they
missed the playoffs for the second consecutive year.

Mozeliak has been general manager in St. Louis since
2007. He was elevated to president of baseball operations in
2017.

The Cardinals said that Cerfolio would hire a farm direc-
tor and director of performance while announcing several
in-house promotions. Matt Bayer will become senior director
of baseball development, Kevin Seats the senior director of
analytics, DC MacLea the manager of video technology and
Brady Hall the player development video and tech coordina-

Committed 1o Serving You Better!

Automotive

C S 1979 — 2027
2883 E State Road 124, Bluffton, IN 46714

(260) 824-4929

More Than Just Transmissions

Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes
Computer Diagnostics and More!
In Bluffton since 1979 WWW.expertirans.com
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SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
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FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

MEN'S, LARGE, JOE Camel,
leather jacket and high visibili-
ty work coats, 25'x22'", divided
in 5, chain link kennels,
260-415-5410.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

I| & Save
l%@ P

ESTATE SALE AT 222 W. Wi-
ley from 9 am. to 2 p.m
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
& Saturday.

YARD SALE: 1003 S. Oak St.,
Bluffton, Wed., Oct. 23,
through Sat. Oct. 26, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. Halloween items, camp-
ing items, and much more.

BIG BLUFFTON GARAGE
SALE Big Bluffton Garage
Sale, 9 a.m to 3 p.m, October
25 and 26, Friday and Satur-
day, 1690 East 250 North,
Bluffton, —Lots of Toys, Wom-
en's  clothing,  Gardening
Equipment, Books, ltems for
kitchen and Decorating, Much
more! debbieelkins@me.com

Receive a free garage
sale kit when placing
a three day line
classified ad.

Public Notice

90C01-2410-EU-000038
STATE OF INDIANA )
WELLS COUNTY
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
IN THE MATTER OF THE )
ESTATE OF )
MAX WAYNE CAYLOR, )

Deceased )

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that ALI-
CIA WILLIAMS was, on the 18th
day of October, 2024, appointed
personal representative of the
estate of MAX WAYNE CAYLOR,
deceased, who died on October
10, 2024, and was authorized to
administer said estate without
court supervision.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the clerk of this court with-
in three (3) months from the date of
the first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after the
decedent’s death, whichever is
earlier, or the claims will be forever
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this
18th day of October, 2024.

Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Timothy K. Babcock
Attorney No. 21526-90
DALE, HUFFMAN & BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566
Attorney for Estate
nb 10/23, 10/30
hspaxIp
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VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

SERVICES

Services

DIRECTV- ALL YOUR enter-
tainment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-888-885-8931 (1)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF with
the best looking and longest
lasting material steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-866-781-6023
0

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-877-414-2352 today!

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

FREEDOMCARE. LET YOUR
loved ones care for you and get
paid! Paid by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your paid
caregiver. Check your eligibility
today! Call FreedomCare now!
1-844-563-4012 (1)

DON’T LET THE stairs limit
your mobility! Discover the
ideal solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants
to regain access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-855-967-4960 (1)

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

LOOKING TO HIRE full or part
time for general carpenter.
Must have reliable transporta-
tion, general construction
knowledge, and own tools.
Call Scott at 260-353-9339.

THE CITY OF Biuffton is hiring
for the Tree Crew of the Elec-
tric Department. The minimum
educational requirement is a
high school diploma or equiva-
lent. Applications and a job de-
scription may be obtained in
the Clerk Treasurer's Office,
128 E Market St, Bluffton, IN
from 8:00 am-4:30 pm Monday
-Friday or on the City website
www.blufftonindiana.net

RENTALS

Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
to a line classified ad for an
additional $5. Contact the
News-Banner office at 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, (260)
824-0224, or submit online to
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Lottery Numbers

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 07-12-21-28-
31

Cash4Life — 04-06-22-
43-59, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
05-07-12-14-17-20-25-28-
32-38-40-44-47-54-62-63-
69-70-75-78, BE: 25

Daily Three-Midday —
05-00-05, SB: 07

Daily Three-Evening —
03-04-04, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday —
07-01-09-01, SB: 07

Daily Four-Evening —
04-05-08-00, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening
— 03-09-10-13-14-17-21-
23-29-40-43-47-50-59-60-
61-67-74-76-80, BE: 43

Hoosier Lotto
Estimated jackpot (for
Wednesday): $26 million

MEGA MILLIONS

08-43-48-58-60; Mega
Ball: 04; Megaplier: 3X.

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Wednesday): $478 million
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OCTOBER 24 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - Estate of Larry
Curry, seller. Excellent 1,398 SF, 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch
home in Rose Ann Heights neighborhood on .52 acre lot, 2 car
attached garage. Home has a ton of potential. “Explore the Pos-
sibilities.” Sale managers, Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684, Rod
Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Steffen Group Inc., 824-3006, www.
steffengrp.com.

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING OCTOBER 27 - 6 p.m. EST -
Chester & Phyllis Smith, owner. Online only real estate & per-
sonal property! Real Estate 6 p.m.: Three or four bedroom, 1 1/2
bath, 1,512 sq. feet, full basement, large detached 2-car garage,
beautiful corner lot w/mature trees, Adams Central Community
Schools. Personal Property 6:30 p.m.: Machinist tools, Kennedy
toolbox, vintage Fisher-Price toys, primitives, TV trays, NIB air
purifier, furniture, treadmill, Pyrex, Corelle dishes, stove, refrig-
erator, 100 pieces Currier and lves dishes, 50+ jewel, tea, dish-
es, luggage, blankets, scrapbooking, History of Adams County
books, tillers, bicycles, swing & more! Pick up Oct. 28, 1-5 p.m.
EST, Oct. 29, 10 a.m.-noon, 318 E. Jackson Street, Monroe.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.

BIDDING NOW OPEN & ENDS OCTOBER 29 - 10 a.m. EST
- Christine Pierce, owner. 526 E Market Street, South Whitley,
IN. Online only apartment complex auction! Four duplex build-
ings, 8 units, 2 bedroom, 1 bath units, electric baseboard heat,
wall AC units, 1,456 sq. foot buildings, new roofs in 2021, year
built 1990, income producing! 100% rent capacity, .86 acre par-
cel, Whitko Community Schools. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.

NOVEMBER 3-10 - (Online Only) - Estate of Elizabeth (Cart-
er) Aeschliman & others, seller. Ladies diamond wedding ring,
ladies diamond cluster ring, diamond earrings, Sapphire neck-
lace & earrings, Ig. assortment of costume jewelry, Howard Miller
china cabinet, cherry finish china cabinet, 2019 GE window air
conditioner, collectibles, glassware, vintage silver-plate flatware
sets, marbles, Anri Italy wood carved figurines, holiday decor,
household. Open houses Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 3-6 p.m., 117 W. Craig
St., Ossian. Sale managers Bobby Perry, Patrick Carter, The
Steffen Group, www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
NOVEMBER 13 - 6:30 p.m. ET - (Live and online) - Gary and
Jennifer Weilbaker, farm. American Legion, 118 N. Broadway
Street, Butler. Property location: Along and/or near CR 26 and
CR 79 in Troy Twp. (Tract 1, North Part Tract 2) and Stafford
Twp. (Tracts 2-4). Tracts 5-6 located near CR 20 and CR 27 in
Smithfield Township. Adjoining tracts, road access, tile outlets,
264.651+/- acres, 6 tracts, DeKalb Co. Jon Rosen, 260-740-
1846, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-2219, Halderman Real Estate &
Farm Management, halderman.com, 800-424-2324.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family Farms LLC, sellers.
Auction location: Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington
St., Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township, Adams Coun-
ty. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2:
80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres,
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, County Rd.
400 North, Sec 9. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-724-
3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.

SOFT CLOSE STARTS NOVEMBER 17 - 6 p.m. - Herman
Family farm & Elite Tooling, owner. Online real estate auction.
47+/- acres, log home, machine shop, dog kennel, 2 ponds, CNC
lathes, mill, machinist tools, Ferris mower, mowers, skid loader,
1960 Harley Davidson topper. Open house Oct. 26, 9 a.m.-1
p.m., Nov. 9, 10 a.m.-noon, Nov. 12, 4-6 p.m. Green Auction,
260-589-8474, SoldonGreen.com.

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling
N

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

« Pole Barns
« Grarages
« Vinly Siding
« Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

COUNTRY
PLACE apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

+ 1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

« Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered

2 &

OssianApartments.com

JC

G ARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models + broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales:
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

Carl Fisher

Zap Electric, Inc.

260-824-2927
Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

A-1 U-Stor
Q Safe & Secure

Seolf Storage
= 824-1846

*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com =&
After hours & Saturdays

Call 273-9678 or 824-4782 LAWN CARE
In Monroe at corner of MOWING
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
n n YARD CLEANUP
Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton LANDSCAPING
We Carry Prevagen and CBD Qil! STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL
B( Warren ?ﬁannacy@ SCHEDULE TODAY!
(260)375-2135 <> FREE ESTIMATES

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

260-223-5884

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

2
HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON
THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI.& SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. *824-0455

Seamless
Sure-Flo’ite:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

ASSISTING IN:

+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

+ Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

Serssy Flack

ssociales

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings

Home Remodel and Repair

and receive the quality of
S| care we all deserve.
N Q\(@ Locally
=t Owned -OSSIAN-
=\ 1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A -
- Ossian, IN 46777 rret ) Sweingen
@Repair Bowed Basement Walls b Gerret ) Swearing
Foundations repaired SwﬁﬁglﬁgEN

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Medicaid Planning

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. + Bluffton, IN » 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!
For as $ 1
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Unfulfilled by long-distance relationship

Dear Annie: I’ve been in a long-
distance relationship with my girl-
friend for almost a year and a half.
While it’s been good for the most
part, I feel like it might be time to
call it quits. We video chat twice a
week and text maybe twice a day,
but it’s not enough for me anymore. I
brought this up early in our relation-
ship, but she told me that’s all the
time she could give. I understand she
has a demanding job that requires
her attention four days a week, but
even on her days off, she rarely
texts me outside of our video chats.
It wouldn’t be such a problem if our
video chats lasted more than two
hours, but they don’t, and I'm grow-
ing increasingly frustrated.

I work, too, but I would love for
us to text more often or, at the very
least, have a third video chat every
once in a while. What frustrates
me most is that even though we’ve
been together for a year and a half,
we still haven’t met in person. I told
her from the start that if this relation-
ship was going to be real, we’d need
to meet within a year or consider
breaking up. She initially agreed, but
when I brought it up again last Janu-
ary and February, it led to a big fight,
and she didn’t speak to me for a
week. We reconciled, and I promised
not to bring it up again until she was
ready to talk about it. I’'ve kept my
word, but it’s frustrating that we’re
approaching two years together, and
she still hasn’t initiated a conversa-
tion about meeting.

I feel like I’'m spinning my wheels
in this relationship. I don’t want to
end things because I care for her
deeply and wonder if I'm overre-
acting. But lately, the thought of
breaking up has been crossing my

mind more often.
She tells me she
loves me, and I
believe her, but
our relationship
isn’t making me
happy anymore.
I don’t want to
continue dating
someone I only
see twice a week
for an hour-
long video call,
or who hasn’t
made any plans
to meet in per-
son after almost two years.

When I’ve asked her what’s hold-
ing her back from meeting, she’s
never given me a clear answer. I’'m
left questioning whether I’'m being
unreasonable or if my feelings are
valid. — Hater of Long-Distance
Relationships

Dear Hater of the Distance: Of
course you hate the long-distance
nature of this relationship. Your feel-
ings are completely justified. A rela-
tionship where you can’t meet in per-
son isn't fulfilling, and you deserve
more. It’s time to call it quits and find
someone who can truly be present in
your life.

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidelity,
communication and reconciliation
— 1is available as a paperback and
e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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By Bil Keane

Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham f

Question: I've been
diagnosed with cancer
and it’s scary. Many
friends have gone
through this and I’ve
been a cheerleader for
them and tried to get
them to see that God
may be doing a special
work in their lives. Now
that I am facing it, my
own advice doesn’t seem
to have much power.

that can be said to
those who are hurt-
ing and we should
ask God for wisdom
— when to be silent and
when to speak. Often it
is not the words we say
as much as encouraging
others with our pres-
ence.

The Bible reminds
us that there is a time
for everything — a time
to be born and a time to
die (see Ecclesiastes 3).

for everything

that He used it to open
the door to tell others
why I hope in the Lord!”
Our own inadequacy
should drive us to the
Lord.

No one knows what
a day may bring but
Christians can point to
the One who sees us
through trials. “Through
the Lord’s mercies
we are not consumed,
because His compas-
sions fail not. They are

©2024 Bi Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd,
wwiw.familycircus.com
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“Daddy, am | a Demmycrab

or a Publicant?”

"THE PROBLEM IS THAT EATING PIZZA
{5 MORE FUN THAN BEING THIN."

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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(3:05) ¥k % Spider-  |(:20) ¥ The Haunted Mansion (2003, Comedy) |(:20) ¥*% Dark Shadows (2012, Comedy) Michelle Pfeiffer, Helena Bonham |The 700 Club Boy Meets |Boy Meets
FREEFORM |70 | 32 1180311 ppa. o Way Home  [Terence Stamp, Wallace Shawn, Eddie Murphy. Carter, Johnny Depp. World World
301 3000501 The Penguin (55 The  [(:25) ¥% %% The Dark Knight (2008, Action) Heath Ledger,  |Breath of Fire "Episode |(:55) The |(:25) Breath |(:20) The Penguin (:20) Breath of Fire
HBO Franchise |Aaron Eckhart, Christian Bale. 1" (P) (N) Franchise |of Fire "Episode 1"
MAX 325 3100515 (4:25) ¥ % Death Race |(:10) ¥%%* Doomsday (2008, Action) Malcolm *%* Terminator Salvation (2009, Sci-Fi) Sam (:55) ¥ The Trust ('16) Elijah Wood, ~ {(:25) ¥%%* Green Room ('15)
('08) Jason Statham. McDowell, Bob Hoskins, Rhona Mitra. Worthington, Moon Bloodgood, Christian Bale. Jerry Lewis, Nicolas Cage. Imogen Poots, Anton Yelchin.
351/851(318 (4:00) ¥k %% Set It Off [(:15) ¥k%* Hard Eight (1996, Drama) John C. ¥k x Heat (1995, Crime Story) Robert De Niro, Val Kilmer, Al Pacino. %% The Gambler (2014, Crime Story) John
PARSHO 51(851|318/545) 1q6) jada Pinkett Smith. Reilly, Gwyneth Paltrow, Philip Baker Hall. (P) Goodman, Brie Larson, Mark Wahlberg.
. (4:35) %k % Golda (23) |(:15) ¥k %* The Orphanage (2007, Thriller) R % Kiss the Girls (1997, Mystery) Ashley Judd, |®*%% The Talented Mr. Ripley (1999, Thriller) Gwyneth * Sexy
™C 375/859/327/553 Helen Mirren. Fernando Cayo, Geraldine Chaplin, Belén Rueda. Cary Elwes, Morgan Freeman. Paltrow, Jude Law, Matt Damon. Wives Sin.

M - Mediacom

A - Adamswells

D1 - Dish

D2 - DirecTV




