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Final jail renovations items remain unfinished

By HOLLY GASKILL
Well over a year after Ameres-
co reported the Wells County Jail
renovation was nearly complete,
items have

several “punch list”
remained unfinished.

Many of the final repairs are
small, like a gap in the floor.
However, there continue to be
issues with HVAC. Sheriff Scott
Holliday told the commission-
ers Monday that representatives

from Ameresco had said they were
“working behind the scenes.”

The county is withholding the
final payment of $40,000 until
work is completed. Holliday
reported Ameresco said they “just
needed a little more time” and
understood that payment would be
withheld. The warranty period on
the renovation, excluding equip-
ment, will not begin until final

payment.

Commissioners
pledge $15K
to Markle park

By HOLLY GASKILL

Wells County Commis-
sioners have contributed
$15,000 toward a new play-
ground at a Markle park.

John Markley, represent-
ing the Markle Park Board,
spoke with the commis-
sioners Monday about the
$120,000 project at Walk
Way Park, which is on the
Wells County side of the
town. The board plans to
add a playground for older
children since the current
playground is geared toward

children under five.

In addition to funding
from the commissioners, the
town of Markle has already
received $65,000 in grant
funding. Markley said the
board plans to request fund-
ing from the town of Mar-
kle, as well as seek other
grants and fundraising. After
Markley’s presentation,
Commissioner Jeff Stringer
said he would also personal-
ly contribute $1,000 toward
the playground.

The 9.5-acre park,

Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the jail has also
continued to work through issues
with leaking pipes. Earlier this
year, Holliday identified cracked
cast iron pipes in the adminis-
trative portion of the building.
He later discovered the issue
was throughout the building. He
requested an additional appro-
priation of $10,000 for the repairs
from the Wells County Council on

In a quarterly report to the coun-
cil, Holliday said that K-9 Letty’s
handler resigned and the depart-
ment was forced to sell the dog.
The force is currently understaffed
due to two resignations, a new hire
being trained, and a deputy on
medical leave, and Holliday could
not find another deputy who want-
ed to be a K-9 handler. He said the
department recouped the cost of

purchasing and training the dog.

Pictured is a digital rendering of the playground the Markle Park Board plans to add to Walk
Way Park, located on the Wells County portion of town.

located behind the Mar-
kle Church of Christ, also
includes a walking path.

Markley highlighted the
park’s proximity to area
housing and the Commu-

nity Harvest Food Wagon
and said the board hopes to
(Continued on Page 2)

Residents flee as Hurricane Milton takes aim

By TERRY SPENCER
and HAVEN DALEY
Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) —
Fearful Florida residents
streamed out of the Tampa
Bay region Tuesday ahead
of what could be a once-
in-a-century direct hit from
Hurricane Milton, as crews
worked furiously to prevent
furniture, appliances and
other waterlogged wreckage
from the last big storm from
becoming deadly projectiles
in this one.

Tuesday marked the last
chance for millions of peo-
ple in the Tampa metro area
to prepare for lethal storm
surges, ferocious winds and
possible tornadoes in a place
that has narrowly avoided a
head-on blow from a major
storm for generations.

“Today’s the last day

to get ready,” said Craig
Fugate, a former FEMA
director who previously ran
the state’s emergency opera-
tion division. “This is bring-
ing everything.”

Gov. Ron DeSantis said
the state deployed over
300 dump trucks that had
removed 1,300 loads of
debris left behind by Hur-
ricane Helene by Tuesday
afternoon. In Clearwater
Beach, Nick Szabo spent
a second long day hauling
away 3-foot piles of soggy
mattresses, couches and
drywall after being hired
by a local resident who was
eager to help clear the roads
and unwilling to wait for
overwhelmed city contrac-
tors.

“All this crap is going to
be missiles,” he said. “It’s
like a spear coming at you.”

Residents evacuate as
Milton regains strength

After weakening slightly,
Milton regained strength
Tuesday afternoon and
became a Category 5 storm
again, with winds of 165
mph. It could make land-
fall Wednesday night in the
Tampa Bay area, which has
a population of more than
3.3 million people. The 11
Florida counties under man-
datory evacuation orders are
home to about 5.9 million
people, according to esti-
mates from the U.S. Census
Bureau.

Fluctuations in the
storm’s intensity are likely
while Milton moves across
the Gulf of Mexico, the
National Hurricane Center
said, but it is expected to be
a dangerous storm when it
reaches Florida.

Milton’s forecasted
trajectory also wobbled
slightly Tuesday, which
means it could make land-
fall Wednesday in the less
populated areas a bit south
of Tampa Bay, according to
the center.

Still, the whole region is
expected to get slammed by
the storm.

It is difficult to predict
an exact landfall location
even about a day before it’s
expected to come ashore.
Predictions can be off by a
little over 60 miles, the hur-
ricane center said.

Those who defy evacu-
ations orders are on their
own, and first responders
are not expected to risk their
lives to rescue them at the
height of the storm.

“You do not have to get
on the interstate and go far

away,” DeSantis told a news
conference, assuring resi-
dents there would be enough
gasoline to fuel their cars for
the trip. “You can evacuate
tens of miles. You do not
have to evacuate hundreds
of miles away.”

Milton is forecast to
cross central Florida and to
dump as much as 18 inch-
es of rain while heading
toward the Atlantic Ocean,
according to the hurricane
center. That path would
largely spare other states
ravaged by Helene, which
killed at least 230 people on
its path from Florida to the
Carolinas.

Tampa prepares for
possible historic storm
fueled by warming waters

The arrival of back-to-

back hurricanes that rap-
(Continued on Page 2)

FBI arrests man who planned U.S. Election Day attack

By ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The FBI has arrested an
Afghan man who officials
say was inspired by the
Islamic State militant orga-
nization and was plotting an
Election Day attack target-
ing large crowds in the U.S.,
the Justice Department said
Tuesday.

Nasir Ahmad Tawhedi,
27, of Oklahoma City told
investigators after his arrest
Monday that he had planned
his attack to coincide with
Election Day next month
and that he and a co-con-
spirator expected to die as

martyrs, according to charg-
ing documents.

Tawhedi, who arrived in
the U.S. in September 2021,
had taken steps in recent
weeks to advance his attack
plans, including by ordering
AK-47 rifles, liquidating his
family’s assets and buying
one-way tickets for his wife
and child to travel home to
Afghanistan, officials said.

The arrest comes as the
FBI confronts heightened
concerns over the possibil-
ity of extremist violence
on U.S. soil, with Direc-
tor Christopher Wray tell-
ing The Associated Press in
August that he was “hard

pressed to think of a time in
my career where so many
different kinds of threats are
all elevated at once.”
“Terrorism is still the
FBI’s number one prior-
ity, and we will use every
resource to protect the
American people,” Wray
said in a statement Tuesday.
An FBI affidavit does
not reveal precisely how
Tawhedi came onto inves-
tigators’ radar, but cites
what it says is evidence
from recent months show-
ing his determination in
planning an attack. A pho-
tograph from July included
in the affidavit depicts a

man investigators identi-
fied as Tawhedi reading to
two young children, includ-
ing his daughter, “a text that
describes the rewards a mar-
tyr receives in the afterlife.”

Officials say Tawhedi
also consumed Islamic State
propaganda, contributed to
a charity that functions as a
front for the militant group
and communicated with a
person who the FBI deter-
mined from a prior inves-
tigation was involved in
recruitment and indoctrina-
tion of people interested in
extremism. He also viewed
webcams for the White
House and the Washington

Monument in July.
Tawhedi’s alleged co-
conspirator was not identi-
fied by the Justice Depart-
ment, which described him
only as a juvenile, a fellow
Afghan national and the
brother of Tawhedi’s wife.
After the two advertised
the sale of personal property
on Facebook, the FBI enlist-
ed an informant last month
to respond to the offer and
strike up a relationship. The
informant later invited them
to a gun range, where they
ordered weapons from an
undercover FBI official who
was posing as a business
(Continued on Page 2)

K-9 Letty started working with
the Sheriff’s Department earlier
this year, shortly before K-9 Leo’s
retirement. Neither the Bluffton
Police Department nor WCSD has
a K-9, but Holliday said an area
state officer does.

While the department is hiring,
Holliday hopes to recruit someone
with an interest in becoming a K-9
handler. Holliday also stated he

(Continued on Page 2)

Law
office
gets OK
for new
sidewalk
mail box

By JONATHAN SNYDER

A black, weather-resis-
tant, locking mailbox will
be installed on the sidewalk
near the entryway offices
of Sprunger and Sprunger
Attorneys at Law at 105
North Main St.

Sprunger’s Director
of IT and Facilities Grant
Meyer requested to put the
mailbox in the city’s right-
of-way because of previous
struggles with mounting a
mailbox on the glass panes
of their building, which
nearly extend to the ground.
Meyer also stated that the
narrow entry leaves no room
to place the box, which will
be secured into the concrete
sidewalk.

The sensitive documents
in the mailbox disqualifies
a traditional post office box
from being installed. Board
of Public Works and Safety
member Josh Hunt stated
that the style of business
justifies Sprunger’s request,
which was unanimously
approved. Meyer and Street
Commissioner Tim Simpson
will ensure the mailbox is
still ADA compliant.

Additionally, the Board
of Works did not approve
a request from Bluffton
NOW! to use downtown
maintenance funds to repair
the sidewalk on the south
side of Perry street. While
the board admitted that the
sidewalk is in poor condi-
tion, previous decisions
have seen that money used
for residences, not for-
profit entities according to
Board member Scott Men-
tzer.

“We’ve been pretty con-
sistent that we weren’t going
to use sidewalk replacement
funds for for-profit entities,”
Mentzer said. “Even though
this is a different fund, it
would run a little bit afoul
with where we’ve landed on
that. Here we would be pay-
ing for the full repair out of
a budgeted item that wasn’t
originally defined for this
purpose.”

Bluffton NOW! Presi-
dent Mike Lautzenheiser

(Continued on Page 2)
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Final jail renovations

(Continued from Page 1)
would approach the coun-
cil with a request to pay out
vacation time at the end of
the year since the depart-
ment staff is stretched thin.

At both county meetings,
Holliday shared concerns
about the resignation of
David Teeple from the coun-
ty’s IT Department. Teeple
worked two half-days a
week at the jail due to the
significant technology sup-
port needed.

According to Holliday,
Teeple will work as an inde-
pendent contractor and part-
time for Reliance, the city of
Bluffton’s IT provider. Hol-
liday proposed the county
work out a contract with

New mail box

(Continued from Page 1)

Reliance and Teeple — at
least until someone is hired
and trained for the role. Tee-
ple will continue working
for the jail through Nov. 8,
Holliday said.

On Monday, Holliday
reported 75 inmates housed
in the Wells County Jail —
40 were pre-trial holds from
the Circuit Court, 21 from
the Superior Court, five for
the Department of Correc-
tion and three Level 6 felons.

The Wells County Coun-
cil also adopted their 2025
budgets on Tuesday 5-0;
members Scott Elzey, Todd
Mahnensmith, Brandon
Harnish, Steve Huggins
and Brian Lambert were in
favor, and Vicki Andrews

and Seth Whicker were
absent.

However, Harnish added
a caveat before the vote,
saying, “We discussed the
Community Corrections
budget during the (budget)
hearings. This will be the
last time I vote for a bud-
get with a Community Cor-
rections budget that looks
the way that one does —
$136,000 for the county
contribution to Community
Corrections. There are other
models.”

Harnish joined the Com-
munity Corrections Advi-
sory Board this year, and
in August budget hearings,
voiced frustration that the
department wasn’t self-

funded with its relatively
low numbers. On Tuesday,
he suggested the department
be absorbed by probation.

He continued, “We’ll be
looking into this, but I want
to bring this body something
better than what we cur-
rently have — whether that
is putting Community Cor-
rections under probation,
whether that is a model that
I’'m aware of at this point.
Next year at this time, I
intend to bring something
back to council.”

“I think it’ll be a good
discussion over time, espe-
cially coming up before next
year’s budget,” Huggins
concluded.

holly@news-banner.com

originally made the request due to
the sidewalk connecting to one of the
newly renovated alleys. Lautzenheiser
admitted that the sidewalk replace-
ment should have been a part of the
project itself, with Hunt agreeing
that partnership between the city and
Bluffton NOW! for sidewalk issues
as part of larger projects is much more
palatable.

Clerk Treasurer Bri Lautzen-
heiser also presented an amendment
for wages in the Utility Department.
Bri Lautzenheiser is adding a util-
ity office manager position, which
is yet to be filled, to the ordinance.
The position minimum is advertised
at $30 an hour.

Additionally, the board approved
raises for Wastewater Treatment Plant
Lab Technician Chuck Michael, Chief

Utility Clerk Kim Okey and Sewer
Collections Operator Mike Gillespie.
The board also paid SRF claims total-
ing $763,094 to James S. Jackson for
work on the wastewater treatment
plant, $105,656 to Inliner Solutions
for work on lining sewers and $7,350
to Kleinpeter Consulting for ensuring
project payroll meets federal and state
criteria.

Jjonathan@news-banner.com

Residents flee

(Continued from Page 1)

idly intensified into mighty
storms comes as climate
change exacerbates condi-
tions that are allowing them
to thrive in warming waters.
Milton is the 13th named
storm of the Atlantic hurri-
cane season, which started
June 1.

Most of Florida’s west
coast was under a hurricane
or tropical storm warning
as the system spun just off
Mexico’s Yucatan Penin-
sula, creeping toward shore
and sucking energy from
the Gulf of Mexico’s warm
waters. Hurricane warnings
were extended early Tues-
day to parts of the state’s
east coast.

Tampa Bay has not been
hit directly by a major hurri-
cane since 1921, and author-
ities fear its luck is about to
run out. Tampa Mayor Jane
Castor issued increasingly
dire warnings, noting that a
15-foot surge could swallow
an entire house.

“So if you’re in it, basi-
cally that’s the coffin that
you’re in,” she said.

There’s no good recent
example of how bad it could
be because even historic
hurricanes such as Andrew,

U.S. Election Day attack

Harvey and Katrina did
not actually directly hit a
major metropolitan area.
They were all to the side,
said University of Miami
hurricane researcher Brian
McNoldy.

“It’s hard to see places
coming out of this very
well,” McNoldy said. “If it’s
not the worst case ... even
the next worst case is very
bad.”

Fuel lines, missed flights
and heavy traffic

In Riverview, south of
Tampa, several drivers
waiting in a long line for
fuel Tuesday morning said
they had no plans to evacu-
ate.

“I think we’ll just hang,
you know — tough it out,”
said Martin Oakes, of near-
by Apollo Beach. “We got
shutters up. The house is
all ready. So this is sort of
the last piece of the puz-
zle.”

Ralph Douglas, who
lives in neighboring Ruskin,
said he, too, will stay put,
in part because he worries
about running out of gas
trying to return after the
storm or getting blocked by
debris.

“Where I'm at right now,

I don’t think I need to evac-
uate,” he said.

At the Tampa airport,
John Fedor and his wife
were trying to catch a cab
to a storm shelter after
missing multiple flights
home to Philadelphia.
They had hoped taking a
Caribbean cruise would
bring them closer, but ten-
sions were rising after
they spent nearly $1,000
on unplanned transporta-
tion and hotel rooms due
to travel delays. After a
2-mile walk to the airport,
Fedor’s suitcase cracked
open and the wheels broke.
They considered driving
home or taking a train, but
nothing worked out.

“We’re kind of like
stranded here,” Fedor said.

President Joe Biden
approved an emergency
declaration for Florida, and
the White House announced
Tuesday that he would
postpone a trip to Germany
and Angola to monitor the
storm.

“This could be the worst
storm to hit Florida in over a
century,” Biden told report-
ers. “God willing it won’t
be. But that’s what it’s look-
ing like right now.”

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has
almost 900 staff members in
the region and has stocked
two staging areas with 20
million meals and 40 mil-
lion liters of water, the
White House said.

Stragglers were a prob-
lem during Helene and Ian
in 2022. Many residents
said they evacuated dur-
ing previous storms only to
have major surges not mate-
rialize. But there was evi-
dence Tuesday that people
were heeding the warnings
to get out before Milton
arrives.

The Florida Highway
Patrol reported heavy traffic
northbound and eastbound
on all roadways and said
state troopers were escorting
fuel tankers to assist with
gasoline delivery.

About 150 miles south
of Tampa, Fort Myers
Beach was nearly a ghost
town. Ian devastated the
community two years ago
with its 15-foot storm
surge. Fourteen people
died there. On Tuesday,
the nearby Callosahatchee
River was already choppy,
slapping hard against the
sea wall.

(Continued from Page 1)
partner of the informant, according to
court papers.

Tawhedi was arrested Mon-
day after taking possession of two
AK-47 rifles and ammunition he had
ordered, officials said. The unidenti-
fied co-conspirator was also arrested
but the Justice Department did not
provide details because he is a juve-
nile.

After he was arrested, the Justice
Department said, Tawhedi told inves-
tigators he had planned an attack for
Election Day that would target large
gatherings of people.

Tawhedi was charged with con-
spiring and attempting to provide
material support to the Islamic State,
which is designated by the U.S. as a
foreign terrorist organization. The
charge is punishable by up to 20
years in prison.

He appeared in court Tuesday and
was ordered detained. An email to an
attorney listed as representing him did
not immediately return an email seek-

ing comment.

It was not immediately clear if he
had a lawyer who could speak on his
behalf.

A for-sale sign stood in the yard out-
side a modest, two-story brick home
listed as being connected to Tawhedi’s
family in the Oklahoma City suburb of
Moore.

A woman who identified herself as
Tawhedi’s wife declined to discuss the
case.

“We don’t want to talk in the
media,” said the woman, who did not
give her name.

Tawhedi entered the U.S. on a
special immigrant visa in 2021 and
has been on parole status pending
the conclusion of his immigration
proceedings, the Justice Department
said. The program permits eligible
Afghans who helped Americans,
despite great personal risk to them-
selves and their loved ones, to apply
for entry into America with their fam-
ilies.

Eligible Afghans include interpret-

ers for the U.S. military as well as indi-
viduals integral to the U.S. Embassy in
Kabul. While the program has existed
since 2009, the number of appli-
cants skyrocketed after the chaotic
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in
August 2021.

Shawn VanDiver, the president of
#AfghanEvac, a coalition of organi-
zations dedicated to helping Afghans
trying to leave Afghanistan, said
that though the charges are serious,
“it’s critical that we do not assign
blame to an entire community for
the actions of one individual. Thou-
sands of Afghans who resettled in
the United States are working to
build new lives and contribute to our
shared future.”

“These are the same individuals
who stood shoulder to shoulder with us
in Afghanistan for over two decades,
defending the values we hold dear,” he
said in a statement. “Now, they are our
neighbors, and we must support them
as they seek safety and stability in their
new home.”

-
 —
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Body works

Balance

Hassage Therapy &

122 South Johnson Street
Bluffton, IN 46714
260-827-0541

NEW CLIENTS receive
15% off first appointment.

101 N. Main St.
Bluffton, IN

Corner of Main & Market

“We are Senior Citizens
working with Senior Citizens”

MARKET PLACE wnotres) PLANS

ASK ABOUT SPECIAL ENROLLMENT TIMES
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Weather

Wednesday, October 9, 2024

(24-hour observations

at 10:19 p.m. Tuesday)

High: 71; Low: 39; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.04

feet at 8:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast

Today: Sunny, with a high near 72. Calm wind becom-
ing northwest around 5 mph in the afternoon.
Tonight: Clear, with a low around 40. Northeast wind

around 5 mph.
Thursday: Sunny, with
becoming east around 5 mph.

a high near 69. Calm wind

Thursday Night: Clear, with a low around 44. Calm

wind.

Friday: Sunny, with a high near 77.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 53.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 75.

Saturday Night: A 20% chance of showers. Partly

cloudy, with a low around 53.

Sunday: A 20% chance of showers before 2 p.m. Mostly

sunny, with a high near 68.

Sunday Night: A 20% chance of showers. Partly cloudy,

with a low around 41.

Columbus Day: A 20% chance of showers. Mostly

sunny, with a high near 57.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 35.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 56.

Markle park

(Continued from Page 1)
eventually add adult exer-
cise equipment.

Also during the meet-
ing, the commissioners
approved an amendment to
the county’s zoning ordi-
nance on industrial zoning.
The Area Plan Commission
unanimously recommended
the removal of punch press-
es as a automatic qualifier
for heavy industrial zoning,
which the commissioners
accepted.

The amendment was sug-
gested by the Bluffton Com-
mon Council after Almco
Steel petitioned for the zon-
ing for their pending expan-
sion. The council felt that
a better qualifier for heavy
industrial zoning was the

volume level, not just hav-
ing punch presses at the
facility. Area residents were
also in favor of this solution,
which protected the area
from heavy industrial busi-
nesses in the future.

The commissioners also
permitted the Wells County
Health Department to seek
a $25,000 reimbursable
Public Health Emergency
Preparedness grant. Public
Health Nurse Lynn Blevins
said the department could
purchase a variety of mate-
rials, including inclement
weather gear, tents or safety
cones. He also wants to
review the department’s list
of emergency volunteers,
which he said is out-of-date.

holly@news-banner.com
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Bart Lehmar
Email: bartlehman66@gmail.com

265 W Main St, Berne, IN 46711

Berne, IN *260-589-2903 * www.mizlehman.com
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A Purchase of $35% or More:

ertt 1 coupon per party per visit. Not !

valid with other discounts or coupons.
Expires 10/31/2024 |
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Mexican Grill & Bar 41

1595 Harrison Plaza « Bluffton, IN

& Cali for Carry-Out 260-827-0616

>5%.

A Purchase of *45% or More-

V Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not !

valid with other discounts or coupons.
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Contracted Beautician

Team Teacher - Kinder Haus
PRN (As-Needed) Receptionist
Healthcare Hostess

Evening Food Service Aides

Full-Time Residential Activities

Assistant
CNAs For 2nd and 3rd Shifts

Part-Time Residential/Assisted

lemg Nurse

Part-Time ReS|dent|aIIAs5|sted
Qualified Medication Aide

Livin
(am

Full-Time Healthcare QMAs/Nurses

PRN Healthcare QMAs/Nurses

Contracted Instructor - Arthur &

Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion

Contracted Evening Swimmin
Lesson Instructor - Arthur & Gloria
Muselman Wellness Pavilion

Follow us on Twitter at...twitter.com/newsbanner
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Ann Schnerre, 64

Ann Cecile Schnerre passed
away on Aug. 3, 2024.

Born in Fort Wayne on May
17, 1960, Ann lived a life full of
adventure. She was an avid lover
of German Shepherds, Equestrian
Sports, and loved working with
animals. She received her bach-
elor degrees in animal science
and animal production from Pur-
due University. “Hoosier by birth,
Boilermaker by the grace of God”
was a phrase often heard by her.
Ann was loved by many, and was able to capture the
attention and hearts of those she came in contact with.
After a short battle with cancer, she was received into
the arms of the Lord.

Ann is survived by her children, Jesse (Megan) Mahon
of Tyndall, South Dakota, and Caitlin Mahon of Neligh,
Nebraska; grandchildren, Ezarae and Ezekiel; siblings,
Susan (John) Schnerre, Janet (Marc) Ziems, Barbara
(Mark) Dulworth, Carol (David) Butler, Marion Grace and

Bob (Mary) Schnerre.

Roger Wilson, 82

in Bluffton.

Janet Fahl.

She was preceded in death by her parents, John and
Phyllis Schnerre, and sister, Laura Schnerre.

Funeral will be Saturday Oct. 12, 2024 at 1 p.m. at
St. Joseph Catholic Church in Bluffton. Visitation will be
from noon until 1 p.m. at St. Joseph Catholic Church.

Roger E. Wilson, 82, of Bluffton,
passed away Tuesday morning,
Oct. 8, 2024, at Markle Health &
Rehabilitation Center in Markle.

Roger was born on June 23,
1942, in Bluffton to Leon Wilson
and Margaret (McFarren) Hughes.
Roger graduated from Bluffton
High School in 1960. He honor-
ably served our county in the U.S.
Marine Corps. during Vietham.

He retired from Fleetwood in
Decatur. Roger enjoyed wood-
working and was a member of the First Church of Christ

On Jan. 21, 1967, Roger and Markeeta Myers were
married at the Poneto United Methodist Church. They
have shared 57 years of marriage.

Survivors include his wife, Markeeta of Bluffton, their
sons, Darren E. Wilson of Bluffton, Daniel L. Wilson of
Washington, Indiana. and David M. (Amanda) Wilson
of Crown Point, Indiana; along with four grandchildren,
Colin, Connor and Claire Wilson, and Hartley Wilson.

He is preceded in death by his parents and his sib-
lings, Ruth (Sam) Arnold, Mary Jane Falk, Helen (Jack)
Meyer, Doris (Gerald) Lucas, Mona (Mick) Boyle and

Visitation will be held from noon to 7 p.m. on Sun-
day, Oct. 13, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral
Home in Bluffton, and for one hour prior to the service
at the church.

Funeral services will be at 11:30 a.m. on Monday,
Oct. 14, 2024, at the First Church of Christ in Bluffton
with Pastor Mike Jefferson officiating. Burial will follow
at Stahl Cemetery with full military honors by the U.S.
Marine Honor Guard and American Legion Post #111
Honor Guard.

Memorials may be made to First Church of Christ of
Bluffton and directed to the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends may send online condo-
lences to the family at www.thomarich.com.

BHS art
students
complete
murals at
Grace &
Mercy

Students from Bluffton
High School have spent the
first quarter of the school
year planning, designing
and creating murals for res-
idents of Grace & Mercy
Transitional Housing.

Ms. Vicki Van Matre’s
first period art class vis-
ited the facility on Bluff-
ton’s west side this fall
to create murals in the
residential wing of the
facility. Their work will
be featured during Grace
& Mercy’s “Desserts ‘N
Dreams” open house event
on Tuesday, Oct. 8, from
5 to 8 p.m. The facility,
part of Community Care
of Northeast Indiana, is
located at 1001 Clark Ave.
in Bluffton.

The students have vis-
ited Grace & Mercy almost
daily since early Septem-
ber. Some students say the
time has passed quickly
and they’ve enjoyed get-
ting to know their class-
mates outside of the class-
room and in this unique,
relaxed setting. Students
have a variety of prior
art experience, and the
projects have a variety of
meanings. The murals have
uplifting, hopeful messages
or just express fun, whim-
sical themes.

Ms. Van Matre says the
idea came from BHMSD
Assistant Superinten-
dent Julie Meitzler and
was funded through the
district’s homeless grant
funding. From the onset
Ms. Van Matre knew it
would be a big undertak-
ing, but when she walked
into the facility she knew
it was a project they had to
tackle.

“The students have
stepped up and have done
a great job,” Ms. Van Matre
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Two Bluffton High School students work on the mural at Grace & Mercy. (Photo submitted)

says, adding she is appre-
ciative of the administra-
tion for allowing her to
lead this project. “This isn’t
something you normally let
a lot of kids or classes do.
We’ve been able to come
over every day for almost
three weeks to work on this
project.”

After students viewed
and measured their wall
spaces, they went to the
drawing board to mock
up potential designs. Once
they presented their ideas
at Grace & Mercy, they
got started painting with
a deadline in mind to be
done in time for the open
house. Supplies were
purchased through grant
funds.

“BHMSD and Grace &
Mercy have a successful
partnership with a recent
grant through the Indiana
Department of Educa-
tion,” says Mrs. Meitzler.
“We have been able to
provide bunk beds, bed-
ding, clothing, an outdoor
basketball goal, tutoring
and other necessities for
students living at Grace &
Mercy. The mural project
was something we brain-
stormed together and it is
exciting to see the com-
pleted projects by our high
school art students. They
have exceeded my expec-
tations with a lasting cre-
ative mark on the walls of
Grace & Mercy that will
be enjoyed by residents
and their children for years
to come.”

Students had to over-
come challenges, such as
ensuring the small-scale
draft translated well onto
the large wall surface,
mastering paint techniques
and working together
as a team to see the job
through.

“Bringing so many dif-
ferent mindsets together
has definitely been a chal-
lenge but I think also
one of our greatest ben-
efits,” says junior Makena
DeRoo.

The teamwork was evi-
dent and will continue to
impact the families who
reside at Grace & Mercy.

“The outreach of com-
munity involvement is
truly humbling, and is
inspiring to witness stu-
dents rise by sharing their
creativity with others,”
says Community Care of
Northeast Indiana Execu-
tive Director Christine
Walker. “We would like
to extend our gratitude
to the Bluffton-Harrison

staff and students for their
efforts in creating such
beautiful works of art.
These contributions have
not only showcased your
talent, but have also built a
lasting legacy for the fami-
lies of Grace & Mercy.”

The project has also
made a lasting impression
on the student artists.

“It’s honestly probably
one of the best experiences
I’'ll ever have,” sophomore
Zada Ford says. “It’s just
a really fun thing and I'm
super glad we get to do it.”

VISITATION & SERVICES
4 Carolyn J. Graham

Calling: 4-7 p.m.
Friday, October 11 and one
hour prior to the service.
Service: 10:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 12 at the
funeral home.

Thoma/Rich, Lemler

Funeral Home
308 W. Washington St.
824-385

www.thomarich.com
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Chester Center Church

Police Notebook

Across from Southern Wells High School

INCIDENTS

City:

Monday, 3:09 p.m., First
Bank of Berne. Report of
dog locked in vehicle.

Monday, 3:32 p.m., 100
block of North Oak Street.
Report of subject tattooing
children.

Monday, 6:06 p.m., 2100
Fieldcrest Drive. Report of
theft of electrical wire.

Monday, 10:49 p.m., 60
block of Westgate Road.
Report of death threats over
social media.

Monday, 11:38 p.m.,
1200 Lancaster Street.
Report of domestic abuse.

Tuesday, 12:16 p.m., 900
block of Main Street. Report
of busted windshield, likely
from temperature changes.

Tuesday, 1:35 p.m.,
Walmart. Report of dog in
car for over hour and a half.

County:

Monday, 12:19 p.m.,
3800 E S.R. 218, Bluffton.
Report of theft.

Monday, 2:05 p.m., 3400
E 500 S, Bluffton. Report of
civil issue.

Monday, 2:10 p.m., Wells
County Jail. Warrant served
to Matthew Banks.

Monday, 3:16 p.m., 1700
E 250 N, Bluffton. Caller
reported suspicious vehicles
in driveway.

Monday, 5:27 p.m., 4900
N 100 W, Uniondale. Caller
complained about dog on
property.

Monday, 7:50 p.m., S.R.
1 and East 750 S, Bluffton.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian
Journal publishes “basic” obitu-
aries free of charge for “local”
deaths. “Basic” obituaries will
include the deceased’s name, age,
community of record, date and
place of death, basic genealogical
information, the date, time and
location of calling hours and ser-
vices and the name of the funeral
home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/
or a photo is desired to be includ-
ed, or if the deceased does not
meet the definitions of a “local”
person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will pro-
vide details on the policy and will
coordinate obituary publication.

Car vs. deer.

Monday, 8:25 p.m., 1300
E S.R. 218, Poneto. Report
of semi truck driver ignoring
barricades and causing dam-
age to callers property.

Monday, 8:32 p.m., 5100
W 1200 N, Roanoke. Report
of domestic violence.

Tuesday, 6:36 a.m., S.R.
116 and East 300 N, Bluff-
ton. Car vs. deer, caller unsure
what happened to deer.

Tuesday, 8:28 a.m., S.R.
116 and East 300 N, Bluff-
ton. Found the deer. Put out
of its misery.

Ossian:

Monday, 10:54 p.m., S.R.
1 and East 1100 N, Ossian.
Driver detained for driving
while intoxicated.

ACCIDENTS

County:

Monday, 8:01 a.m., C.R.
800 North and 600 East,
Ossian. Christian Ladig,
29, Ossian, was driving
East bound when her Hum-

WE HELPYOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

Preston Kaehr - Julle Myers (onme Vangelakos

mer H2 was struck in the
rear by a gold Ford Ranger.
The driver of the Ranger
reportedly did not stop after
the collision, however, left
a portion of their vehicle
behind. Damages did not
exceed $10,000.

Friday, 8:55 p.m., 224
and C.R. 300 West, Union-
dale. Michael Narhwold, 67,
Coldwater, Michigan, was
driving through the inter-
section when his Chevrolet
Equinox struck the rear pas-
senger side of a Jeep Grand
Cherokee driven by Valencia
Fatima, 32, Yakima, Wash-
ington. Norhwold had the
right of way. Damages did
not exceed $10,000.

FIRES

Monday, 5:22 p.m., East
500 North and North 450
East, Craigville. Report of a
vehicle on fire in field.

ARRESTS

Joshua Isaiah Krider, 31,

Anderson; possession of

-

cssociates

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 157 -DEC 15™

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15TODEC 7 CALL US

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE USTO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

marijuana, a Class A mis-
demeanor, criminal mis-
chief and interfering with
public safety, both Class B
misdemeanors, and posses-
sion of paraphernalia and
operating a vehicle while
intoxicated, both Class C
misdemeanors. Bond set at
$5,500.

John Robert Stiles, 18,
Ossian; battery — aggra-
vated, a Level 3 felony,
and battery, a Level 5 fel-
ony, criminal recklessness
with a deadly weapon, a
Level 6 felony, and child
in possession of firearm, a
Class A misdemeanor. No
bond set.

Matthew R. Banas, 35,
Bluffton; theft of a vehicle,
a Level 6 felony. No bond
set.

Jason Oliver Juilerat, 44,
Ossian; intimidation, a Level
6 felony, and invasion of pri-
vacy, a Class A misdemean-
or. No bond set.

Hlack

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION
In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall » 260-824-1618

Corner of 9009 S 300 W Poneto

Flea Market and
Bake Sale

Thursday Oct. 10th, 9-5
Friday Oct. 11th, 9-5
Saturday Oct. 12th, 9-?

A variety of vendors outside

NEW HOURS!

Monday - Thursday 8- 3
Friday 8-3 (Closed every other week)
Saturday & Sunday Closed

« General Dentistry

+ Easy Financing Options

Premier, HIP2.0 and Medicaid

DETAILED.DENTAL CARE

+ Root Canals
+ Sedation Dentistry « Immediate Dentures

SAME DAY/EMERGENCY/EXAMS

+ Accepting most Dental Insurance Plans Including Delta Dental

o Wisdom Teeth
Removal

HOTT

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Call Dr. Hott

260-824-2442
706 North Main Street,
Bluffton, Indiana

hottfamilydentistry.com
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Law and order seems
to be losing the battle

Now, I'm all for a little civil dis-
obedience from time to time. Think of
Henry David Thoreau being thrown |
in jail for refusing to pay a poll tax —
his way of speaking out against gov-
ernment complicity in slavery.

That’s taking a stand.

“Unjust laws exist: shall we be
content to obey them, or shall we
endeavor to amend them, and obey
them until we have succeeded, or shall
we transgress them at once? Men gen-
erally, under such a gov-
ernment as this, think that
they ought to wait until
they have persuaded the
majority to alter them,”
he opined in 1849.

But lately, it seems
like people have zero regard for law and order.

First, we ran a Stateline story about state and local
legislators in Tennessee and Pennsylvania cracking
down on the use of “license plate flippers” — devices
that allow drivers to obscure or conceal their license
plates at the press of a button. It’s very James Bond, I
guess.

Police say they are being used to avoid tickets and
tolls. It’s generally illegal across the United States to
alter or obstruct a license plate, no matter the method,
but this takes it to a whole other level.

Then, an Indiana legislative panel heard scary tes-
timony from the Vanderburgh County Sherift’s Office
about alleged criminals using signal jammers.

When deputies pulled up to investigate a burglary,
their radios and computers stopped working.

Signal jammers can block Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, GPS,
and more — impacting devices like phones, doorbell
cameras and wireless alarm systems. Sheriff Noah
Robinson said one his office discovered had a mile
range.

“One doesn’t have to take this too much further to
see this has other uses as well, particularly from the ter-
rorism aspect,” he warned.

The jammers are illegal on the federal level but state
lawmakers might pass a state law as well, making it
easier for local police to enforce a ban.

I realize people will always break laws, but it seems
society has tipped more that way in recent years.
Scrolling through social media is full of videos where
people are beating each other up and bystanders cheer.
And, often, the comments are encouraging the vigilante
behavior.

Shouldn’t they be calling the police instead of taking
a video?

And that brings me to Election Day on Nov. 5. I fear

‘Hoosier
Opinions

that some people will resort to violence, and I am plead-

ing for civil discourse instead.

Facing increased threats to election workers and
superheated political rhetoric, more states are consider-
ing banning firearms at polling places and ballot drop
boxes. New Mexico became the latest state to restrict
guns where people vote or hand in ballots, joining at
least 21 other states with similar laws — some banning
either open or concealed carry but most banning both.
Indiana doesn’t ban firearms at polling places.

We should all be highly aware that we won’t have
complete election results the night of — or even the
morning after — Election Day. Mail-in ballots take lon-

ger to count, and more Americans are using that method

than ever before.

It doesn’t make the election suspect. It simply means
it takes a while to count ballots and all 50 states have
different processes. Some jurisdictions even require
hand counts of ballots.

One thing I think would help the situation is if major

news outlets would stop calling races based on exit poll-

ing. Let the election officials do their job. Calling a race
moments after a poll closes makes people feel like their
votes don’t count.

After seeing frustration boil over Jan. 6, 2021, I can
only hope that cooler heads prevail this year and vio-
lence doesn’t occur.

Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, a non-
profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle.com

Niki
Kelly
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It’s the processing gate that roared.

APM Terminals at the Port of Mobile in Alabama
uses a semi-automated gate to process trucks without
union labor, and this supposed outrage is one of the
reasons the International Longshoremen’s Associa-
tion went on strike. Never mind that the gate has
been in operation for years, and is a more efficient
and safer way to check and admit trucks.

The strike, affecting ports on the East Coast and
in the Gulf, is off for now with a tentative deal on
wages. But the larger issue of automation, wholly
opposed by the union, is unresolved; it’s been put off
until an extension of the current contract expires on
Jan. 15.

“Machines don’t pay taxes,” the president of
the union local in Mobile complained. Yeah, well,
neither do wheelbarrows or iPhones, yet we still use
them as tools to make any number of tasks easier
and less time-consuming.

Harold Daggett, the president of the union,
has pledged an unceasing war on automation. He
famously makes nearly a million dollars a year and
lives in a New Jersey mansion. No word on whether
he insists that he and his family hand-wash their
clothes and dishes — or employ a laundress and per-
sonal dishwasher — in order to forswear reliance on
labor-saving devices.

Technological advance is necessary to economic
advance. It would be disastrous if the longshore-
men’s union successfully blocked it at our ports, or,
even worse, an alarmist view of automation were to
prevail in our society at large.

We may think that we live in a time of revolution-
ary technological change, but we aren’t seeing big
productivity gains. This is important because higher
wages (and lower prices) ultimately depend on
increased productivity — or being able to do more
with equal or fewer inputs. Robert Atkinson of the
Information Technology & Innovation Foundation
points out that much of our new technology has been
poured into the consumer market — smart phones,
social media, online retail and the like. The key is
applying technology to other sectors of the economy.

Which brings us back to the ports. The productiv-
ity benefits of technology — automated gates, cranes

and cargo-handling, among other things —
are obvious.

Yet, China, the Netherlands and Singapore
are outpacing us. Rotterdam began automat-
ing in the early 1990s. In contrast, we have
fully automated only three terminals at our
ports, with another three considered semi-
automated. We don’t have a port that cracks
the World Bank’s list of the top 50 around the
globe.

Depending on the circumstances, automa-
tion does eliminate some jobs, but it creates
others. If the catastrophic warnings about the
job-destroying effects of technology were
accurate, we’d all be unemployed farmers. Recently,
we’ve seen how the disruptive innovation of the
likes of Amazon and FedEx has led to huge increas-
es in warehouse and storage jobs, and in trucking as
well.

In the maritime sector, union officials hated the
shipping container revolution of the 1960s, too. The
containers did reduce port jobs, but brought a nearly
miraculous boost to efficiency. Would anyone really
want to go back to taking days to load and unload
ships, or workers trying to figure out how to fit ran-
dom stuff on a vessel?

The longshoremen’s union on the West Coast
accepted fully automated machinery in a 2008 con-
tract, and hasn’t been devastated. It has added jobs
since 2020, and got a generous wage increase in its
latest contract.

Thriving ports capable of handling larger ships
and more cargo are a national economic asset. An
analysis for the Pacific Maritime Association, rep-
resenting shipping companies and port and terminal
operators, noted of the ports of Los Angeles and
Long Beach, “These economic engines anchor a
network of 29 West Coast ports that supports 12.5
million jobs and generates nearly 9% of U.S. Gross
Domestic Product.”

Our ports should be run for the benefit of all of
us, and the wider economy, not for a union advanc-
ing a worldview that can only bring stagnation and
mediocrity.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Why isn't Trump deploying Nikki Haley
on the campaign trail?

Rich
Lowry

Election Letters Policy

The News-Banner accepts Letters to the Editor concerning local
election candidates and issues. All letters must be signed; the writ-
er’s address and phone number must be included in case verifica-
tion is desired. Letters are subject to editing for brevity, clarity and
length; letters are limited to 500 words.

* There is a limit to one letter per writer per campaign period. ¢
The editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any letter at all
times. * An appearance of a letter-writing campaign will be deemed
as such and discontinued.  Letters pertaining to the Nov. 5, 2024
election must be received by Sat., Oct. 26, with the exception of
responses by a candidate to any letter published on or after that date.

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: « Our website link (Submit
Your Letter) « E-Mail: email@news-banner.com ¢ Mail: PO Box
436, Bluffton IN 46714 « Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton.

(There is a 24-hour drop-slot available.)

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Wednesday,
Oct. 9, the 283rd day of
2024. There are 83 days left
in the year.

Today in history: On Oct.
9, 2009, President Barack
Obama won the Nobel
Peace Prize for what the
Norwegian Nobel Commit-
tee called “his extraordinary
efforts to strengthen interna-
tional diplomacy and coop-
eration between peoples.”

Also on this date:

In 1910, a coal dust
explosion at the Starkville
Mine in Colorado left 56
miners dead.

In 1962, Uganda won
autonomy from British rule.

In 1963, a mega-tsunami
triggered by a landside at
Vajont Dam in northern
Italy destroyed villages and
caused approximately 2,000
deaths.

In 1967, Marxist revolu-

tionary guerrilla leader Che
Guevara, 39, was executed
by the Bolivian army a day
after his capture.

In 1985, Strawberry
Fields in New York’s Cen-
tral Park, a memorial to
former Beatle John Lennon,
was dedicated.

In 2010, a drill broke
through into an under-
ground chamber where 33
Chilean miners had been
trapped for more than two
months.

In 2012, former Penn
State assistant football
coach Jerry Sandusky was
sentenced in Bellefonte,
Pennsylvania, to 30 to 60
years in prison following his
conviction on 45 counts of
sexual abuse of boys.

Today’s Birthdays: Musi-
cian Nona Hendryx is 80.
Musician Jackson Browne
is 76. TV personality Sha-
ron Osbourne is 72.

With a month to go before
Election Day, the presi-
dential race is effectively
tied. Neither Vice President
Kamala Harris nor former
president Donald Trump has
opened a convincing lead
outside the margin of error in
any of the key battleground
states, according to the Real-
ClearPolitics average.

There are plenty of per-
suadable voters in those
states. According to the most
recent New York Times-
Siena College poll, about 18 percent
of likely voters in several key swing
states say they haven’t yet made a
firm decision. (Some are undecided,
while others say they are leaning
toward Trump or Harris but could
still change their minds.)

Many of these voters don’t like
the direction of the country under the
Biden-Harris administration but are
hesitant about Trump. Their concerns
about him have little to do with issues
such as abortion (only 3 percent say
this is their biggest concern). They’re
also not terribly concerned about the
criminal charges against him (3 per-
cent) or whether he poses a threat to
democracy (7 percent).

Rather, an overwhelming 43 per-
cent say it is Trump’s temperament
and trustworthiness — his character
— that make them reluctant to put
him back in the Oval Office. They
might feel that their lives were better
under Trump. They might even like
his polices. They just don’t like him.
They don’t like the things he says.
They don’t like the way he acts. But
they also have deep concerns about

Marc

Harris, including her temper-
ament, ideology, honesty and
experience level. And so they
are struggling with their vote.
What if there was
someone who shares their
concerns about Trump but
is supporting him anyway
— and might be able to help
persuade them to do the
same?
There is. Her name is

Thiessen Nikki Haley. The former

U.N. ambassador is the very

model of a reluctant Trump
voter who has put aside her reserva-
tions and decided to pull the lever for
the former president.

So, why is Trump not deploying
her on the campaign trail?

Haley spoke at the Republican
National Convention this summer,
where she delivered a powerful case
for why reluctant swing voters should
support Trump: “We should acknowl-
edge that there are some Americans
who don’t agree with Donald Trump
100 percent of the time. I happen
to know some of them, and I want
to speak to them tonight,” she said.
“Take it from me. I haven’t always
agreed with President Trump, but we
agree more often than we disagree.
We agree on keeping America strong.
We agree on keeping America safe.
And we agree that Democrats have
moved so far to the left that they’re
putting our freedoms in danger. I'm
here tonight because we have a coun-
try to save.”

This is precisely the message
swing voters need to hear every day
between now and Election Day. But,
since the convention, Trump has

not asked Haley to join him on the
campaign trail. Last month, Haley
reiterated her willingness to help. On
CBS’s “Face the Nation,” she was
asked if she planned to campaign for
the former president. “He knows I'm
on standby,” Haley said. “I talked to
him back in June and he’s aware that
I’'m ready if he ever needs me to do
that ... but there hasn’t been an ask as
of yet.”

So, ask! I get that Trump considers
her disloyal for having run against
him. But who cares? Like it or not,
Haley got over 4,415,000 votes in
the Republican primaries this year
— including a whopping 972,343 in
the key battleground states that will
decide the next president (110,966 in
Arizona; 77,902 in Georgia; 297,124
in Michigan; 250,838 in North Caro-
lina; 158,672 in Pennsylvania; and
76,841 in Wisconsin). Trump lost
four years ago by just 42,918 votes
in three battleground states. In other
words, her supporters could very well
determine whether he wins or loses
this election.

Haley voters are precisely the
swing voters Trump should be target-
ing — Americans who are willing to
vote for a Republican but are hesitant
to do so for Trump. He should be
appearing with her at rallies and bask-
ing in her endorsement. He should
deploy her to key battleground states
for the next four weeks to convince
the reluctant but persuadable 18 per-
cent of the electorate to cast their bal-
lots for him. Failure to do so would
be sheer political malpractice.

It could very well cost him the
presidency.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X
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Time is a constant — don’t waste a single moment

These last few days I have
heard several people say, “How
can it be October?” and “What
happened to September?” and
a lot of “I thought time would
slow down when I got old!” My
science-based mind is perplexed.
Time is a measurement which is
constant, for-
mulated, and
does not speed
up or slow
down. Only
our perception
of time does
that. There
are always 60
seconds in a
minute and 60
minutes in an
hour and 24
hours in a day.

Hearing these statements got
me thinking. The statements that I
heard were very truthful and said
in earnest for us that are beyond
the age of 65. If you are fortunate
not to punch a time clock, your
day is not run by the hours that
you work, minutes that you have
for lunch, or days until the week-
end. At least that is what you are

Kathy
Schwartz

told when you retire.

I decided to look at the month

of September
because I too am
wondering where
did it go.

There comes a
time in your life
that you may be
retired but again
work around a
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Norwell senior
Cassie Coyne has been
selected to receive the
Norwell High School
Internship Spotlight
award. Cassie is doing
her experience at the
Bluffton Elementary
School in the Tiger
Cub Latchkey Program
and in the Pre-school
area. Her mentors are
Jaci Moser and Angie
Lough. Cassie is the
daughter of Kerry and
Tracy Coyne of Bluff-
ton.

In the latchkey area,
Cassie ensures that the
children have a safe
environment before
school begins each day.
She gets to lead activi-
ties at the playground
and in the gymnasium.
As a pre-school assis-
tant, Cassie ensures
safety and monitors
student behavior while

Norwell ICE
Spotlight award

Cassie Coyne

Cassie Coyne

they play and do crafts.
She also observes
teacher strategies for
lesson planning and
classroom management.
Upon graduation,
Cassie plans to attend
Midway University in
Kentucky to study ele-
mentary education and
also participate on the
college swim team.

Events at Fort Wayne’s historic fort

Fall events at the Old
Fort Wayne, 1201 Spy Run
Ave. will include the fol-
lowing.

Indiana Territorial
Rangers Garrison

On the weekend of Oct.
12-13, the Old Fort in Fort
Wayne will host the Indiana
Territorial Rangers Garri-
son from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Saturday and 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Sunday.

The era portrayed will
be the War of 1812 and the
daily activities of rangers as
they attend to their garrison
duties. A free event.

Fright Night
Lantern Tour

Tour the Old Fort at

Night on Saturday, Oct. 19,

Zanesville News

Robin and I are about
recovered from a very
busy four days at the Hun-
tington Pioneer Festival.
It was a great time seeing
old friends and meeting
new ones. We did not do as
well in our booths as last
year as it seems money is a
little tight for most families
as prices of all things are
going up. There was a little
rain but we were inside.
Thanks to all of you who
helped with our set up and
to our grandkids Noah and
Bella and our friend Steve
Kumfer for tearing down.

Life goes on as we look
forward to the first birthday
of a great-grandson who
is the eighth generation of
our family to reside on the

from 6 to 10 p.m., guided
by a historic interpreter
who will present the fort as
it was in the early 1800’s.
Learn about the fort’s
resident ghost, purchase a
sweet treat and enjoy sto-
ries by a campfire. Admis-
sion is $5 (age 9 and under
free) with the proceeds to
benefit the fort. (Ticket
sales begin at 5:30 p.m. and
no tickets will be sold after
9p.m.)

A restoration project of
the fort is underway and a
“Ground Up Reconstruc-
tion” campaign has started.
More information at old-
fortwayne.org.

Parking is available
across from the fort.

Allen County side of town.

Johnathan Michael was
the first to come in 1865
and he bought the house I
live in that was the Zanes-
ville House Hotel just
about two years after that.
He had five children when
his wife died and he sent
for his father John Michael
and his stepmother to come
from Clear Spring, Mary-
land, to help out with the
hotel and the kids.

Next to the youngest
was my grandmother Alm-
issa who was a great help
at taking care of “Nettie”
who later was the grand-
mother of John Waid the
Mayor of Bluffton. Almissa
married Dr. J.L. Mcbride,
who was the father of my

Tourist walks in FW's Promenade Park

“Be a Tourist in Your
Own Hometown” hikes are
being offered by the Fort
Wayne Park’s Department
at Promenade Park and are
free.

On Friday, Oct. 18 from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. there will
be a walking tour of Prom-
enade Park starting from

the Wells Street Bridge
telling of the history of
the area. Free and for ages
13+.

For information about
the Wild Walkers who hike
the 2nd and 4th Friday of
every month to parks, wet-
lands and nature preserves
go to fortwayneparks.org.

work schedule but an appoint-
ment schedule that looms on the
horizon. Those are special days
that you spend most of your time
waiting in a doctor’s waiting
room waiting on the doctor to
find time to see you. AND it is
not just one doctor but a group of
doctors, each specializing in fix-
ing and repairing various zones
of your body. I personally rarely
miss a week that I am not visit-
ing one office or the other. This
is very time consuming. Perhaps
that is where time goes.

As I scan my monthly calen-
dar, I note that I have several days
that I haven’t felt well.
youth, I blissfully ignored illness
and trudged ahead. Now when ill-
ness comes upon me it takes sev-
eral days if not weeks to recover.
I have learned to stay home and
recuperate. I no longer see the

ter care of myself
when I was younger my body
would not be so susceptible to the
attack of viruses and bacteria or
be deemed a wreck. Now there is
some of that lost time.

As you know I am a retired
teacher. Every morning, I wrote
on the board what day of the
month it was. Now that practice
is far behind me, I often don’t
know what day it is, not just the
number but the actual day of the
week. The only thing that has
kept me grounded is Sunday
means NFL games are on. Now
they, meaning the masterminds
of the networks, have football on
almost every day. Thank good-
ness for the clever jingles at the
beginning that reminds me what
day it is. I must admit a lot of my
time is watching sports on televi-
sion. It may be that I wish to live
vicariously because my mobility

In my

value of sacrific-
ing my body to
accomplish things
that I deemed
more important
in my youth. My

Gendreau named to SNHU
Summer 2024 Dean’s List

Emily Gendreau of
Bluffton has been named
to Southern New Hamp-
shire University’s Summer
2024 Dean’s List. The sum-
mer terms run from May to
August.

Full-time undergraduate
students who have earned a
minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.500 to 3.699 for the
reporting term are named to
the Dean’s List. Full-time
status is achieved by earn-
ing 12 credits over each
16-week term or paired

8-week terms grouped in
fall, winter/spring, and sum-
mer.

Southern New Hamp-
shire University (SNHU)
is a private, nonprofit,
accredited institution with
a 92-year history of educat-
ing traditional-aged students
and working adults. SNHU
offers approximately 200
accredited undergraduate,
graduate and certificate pro-
grams, available online and
on its 300-acre campus in
Manchester, NH.

The Church at McNatt to host
pork chop supper on Oct. 12

The ‘McMen’ of McNatt
Church will host a pork
chop supper on Saturday,
Oct. 12 from 4:30-7 p.m.

The menu includes pork
chop, cheesy potatoes, green

beans, a variety of desserts
and a drink. A free-will
offering will be taken.

The Church is located 1
mile west of SR 3 on 800 S
in Wells County.

Art exhibits at Rolland Gallery at USF

Exhibits at the Rolland
Gallery at the University of
Saint Francis over the next
few months will include the
following:

Stanton Clark: Astro
Botanicals: Oct. 21-27 with
a reception on Friday, Oct.
24 from 6-8 p.m.

D. Elizabeth Kuebler
Lecture: Highlights from the
Roebel Collection: Wednes-
day, Oct. 30, noon.

USF Creative Arts Alum-
ni Exhibition: Nov. 2-Dec.
13 with a reception on Sat-
urday, Nov. 2, from 6-8 p.m.

From the Artist’s Hand:
Nov. 2-Dec. 13, a legacy of
works from the Collection
of William and Mary Ann
Roebel. A reception on Sat-
urday, Nov. 2, 6-8 p.m.

Bachelor of Fine Arts
Exhibition: Millicent Young
24: Nov. 21-Dec. 13 with a
Thursday, Nov. 2 reception
from noon to 1 p.m.

Other hours for the Rol-

by Melba Edwards

father Don. When grandma
died my sister Mary Lou
(Mc Bride) Burkhart was
the owner of the house for
10 years and in 1973 she
sold it to us (Kenny and
Melba (McBride) Edwards.
In 1977 the twins, Jona-
than and Jeremiah were
born and Jeremiah’s daugh-
ter Emma now lives in
town with her husband and
her son who is the eighth
generation of the family.

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN « 260°724*SHOW

Joker: Folie a Deux
Thursday, October 10th 6pm
Friday, October 11th 7pm
Saturday, October 12th 3pm, & 7:30pm
Sunday, October 13th 3pm

The Wild Robot
Thursday, October 10th 6:20pm
Friday, October 11th 6pm & 8:20pm
Saturday, October 12th
2:30pm, 5:30pm, & 8:15pm
Sunday, October 13th 2pm & 4:20pm

Average Joe
Monday, October 14th 6pm
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land Gallery, 1014 Leesburg
Rd., Fort Wayne are Mon-
day to Friday, 9 am.-5 p.m,;
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. (Gallery
closed Thanksgiving Nov.
27-Dec. 1.

has narrowed my participation
in the sports I loved. More time
accounted for.

Something that eats a lot of
my time is reading. In the past, I
was too busy doing all the things
I had to do to survive to read.
Now I can snuggle up in my way-
too-soft blanket, water jug by my
side, and delve into my latest fan-
tasy novel with no regards to the
passing hours. The only thing that
stops my adventure is the blurring
of my focus and perhaps my hus-
band loudly declaring that a meal
should be prepared. I have found
myself looking up from my lat-
est book and declaring, “I didn’t
realize it’s that late!” I have found
some more of that lost time.

I have figured out where
September went. I didn’t men-
tion family gatherings and group
meetings. [ didn’t account for the
time spent watching the weather.
How did I ever get any work
done before I was retired?

Here’s the thing: As I grow
older, it becomes abundantly
clear that my time on earth is
drawing to a close, and the days
that have been spent is larger
in number than the ones that lie
ahead. I have realized that every

tick of the clock, every hour that
passes, is heading to the end of
my adventure here. We older
folks cherish the time we have
left. We mark birthdays and
anniversaries with gratitude. We
bid farewell to others that have
meant something to us and often
pause when yet another person
in our sphere of reality takes
leave. Time isn’t going faster. We
just notice it more and its value
increases with each setting of the
sun.

As time moves forward, it
does not slow down or speed up.
We do not lose it. We do waste it.
We must learn to value it and as
with all things that are valuable,
we need to treat it with respect
and reverence. A person is allot-
ted only so many ticks of the
clock. Don’t count them. Make
them count.

Editor’s Note: This is one of a
series of articles and opinions writ-
ten by a group of retired and cur-
rent teachers — Ken Ballinger, Billy
Kreigh, Kathy Schwartz, and Anna
Spalding. Their intent is to spur dis-
cussions at the dinner table and
elsewhere. You may also voice your
thoughts and reactions via The News-
Banner’s letters to editor.

Submissions open
for Women of
Wells magazine

The News-Banner is seeking community submis-
sions for its second-annual publication, Women of
Wells. The magazine offers a special spotlight to share
women’s stories, hobbies, advice and more — all
written by and about local women.

“Let’s hear about all the Women of Wells, this is
about you and your story,” said Brandi Freeman of
The News-Banner. “This is about any and everything.
We want to hear your voices.”

Submission topics could discuss careers, recipes,
adoptions, crafts, military service, recovery, finance,
gardening, canning, motherhood, teachers and more.

The deadline for submission is Oct. 17. Please send
your story and photos to jimc@news-banner.com or
mail them to The News-Banner, P.O. Box 436, Bluft-
ton, IN 46714. Contact with any further questions.
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Peru ends Bluffton’s season
with a one-point victory

By RYAN WALKER

A great season for the Bluffton Tigers’
tennis team came to an end Tuesday night.

A gut-wrenching 3-2 loss to the Peru
Tigers left Bluffton with a sour taste in its
mouth in their first regional match in nine
years. The third and final point was awarded
by way of a 6-4, 7-6 (7-5) tiebreaking defeat
at No. 2 doubles.

Bluffton was trailing 2-0 on the official
scoreboard after Peru’s No. 1 doubles and
No. 1 singles gained the edge, but was in the
lead in set three of the rest of the matches.

Anthony Hartman was on the verge of
a victory at No. 2 singles and Jacob Ribich
held the advantage at No. 3 singles. That
meant the wild card was at No. 2 doubles
with Dane Schlagenhauf and Kade Abbett,
who held the best record overall for the team.

The match between them and Peru’s
Jadin Pallante and Karter Schwartz couldn’t
have been close, as only three games sepa-
rated the two. In the tiebreaker, Pallante and
Schwartz pulled away with the final two
points and ended the drama.

That was the third point for Peru to
secure a spot in the regional final against
Homestead.

“We knew coming in it’d be a tough
match,” Bluffton head coach Robert
Vanderkolk said. “When you lose 6-4, 7-6,
that’s a coin flip and it didn’t land heads for
us tonight.”

Vanderkolk admitted that opposing
coaches hadn’t given his Tigers a fair shot
to take down Peru, which by the end of the
night was almost a reality.

Ribich ended his match-winning 6-4, 6-7
(6-8), 6-1 that all but proved that sentiment
that Bluffton belonged on the court and
more.

The match did not appear that it belonged
at at the beginning, where three of the five
spots were 3-0 leads for Peru.

Bluffton recently caught itself in a similar
situation last Thursday when it trailed 3-2 to
Norwell after the first set in the sectional
championship. But for the second time, the
Tigers never quit.

Outside of Peru’s strong No. 1 dou-
bles team, Bluffton had moments where
any game could have gone either way.
Vanderkolk credited his player’s grit to
something a little deeper than just tennis,
but the culture Bluffton High School has
instilled with hard work and a better atti-
tude.

He mentioned several coaches in the
winter and spring that coach the same kids
as Vanderkolk, teaching them to be competi-
tors on the field, in the pool, on the court

and also in the classroom. The four spots in
his lineup reflected it.

“These kids want to be successful,”
Vanderkolk said. “They want to win. They
want to do things the right way. They’re
bought into what the entire Bluffton coop-
eration coaching staff — that’s just a testa-
ment to the people that help me.”

With a season coming to an end, it’s
common to reflect the year and look toward
what’s coming back next year.

Bluffton’s losing five seniors on varsity
— Schlagenhauf, Abbett, Nolan Lambert,
Ben Maggard and Hartman. This is similar
but not quite as extreme as Vanderkolk’s
ACAC title team in 2022 when he needed to
replace all seven starters.

Coy Lantz (No. 1 doubles) and Jacob
Ribich (No. 2/3 singles) will be back to the
team along with Reid Abbett, who played
No. 3 singles in Hartman’s absence for one
match.

Next year, the almost entirely new var-
sity squad might have its growing pains, but
Vanderkolk said the senior class’ work ethic
and passion has brought new life into the
program and it might not miss a beat, even
by next season.

“I’ve got seven dudes that I'm going to
miss terribly coaching,” Vanderkolk said.
“They were guys that commanded their
teammate’s respect because of how they
show up every single day.”

“It’s going to be tough to replace them,
but I also know they got their teammates
ready for the future,” he continued. “These
guys are hungry. ’'m not going to start using
the ‘G’ word and guaranteeing stuff, but it’s
not of the realm of possibilities ... but if they
want to get hungry again like this senior
class did last winter and last spring, we’re
going to do some special things again next
year. We’re not rebuilding, we’re reloading.
That’s the plan here in the next 6-7 years.
Get on board with it or go find a different
sport to play because it’s go time.”

ryan@news-banner.com

Individual results:

e Jacob Boswell (P) defeated Nolan Lam-
bert 6-3, 6-4 at No. 1 singles.

* Anthony Hartman (B) defeated Lucas
Musser 7-6, (9-7).

e Jacob Ribich (B) defeated Carter Muss-
er 6-4, 6-7 (6-8), 6-1 at No. 3 singles.

* Jackson Boswell and Gavin Eldridge
(P) defeated Ben Maggard and Coy Lantz
6-1,6-1.

e Jadin Pallante and Karter Schwartz (P)
defeated Kade Abbett and Dane Schlagen-
hauf 6-4, 7-6 (7-5).

Sports Roundup

Knights advance in boys’
soccer, wins over Warriors

Norwell got a 4-0 win over Woodlan in
the first round of the boys’ soccer sectionals
at Concordia Tuesday night.

The Knights were led by Kyler Mor-
ris” and Hudson Gerbers’ two goals and an
assist each. Philip Gaier made eight saves
and completed the shutout.

Norwell will be back in the sectional
semifinals to face Heritage at Concordia at 7
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 9.

Norwell drops NE8 match
to East Noble in volleyball

Norwell fell 3-1 to East Noble at home
Thursday night.

The Knights fell by scores of 20-25,
21-25, 25-18 and 28-30. Their record falls
to 15-11 on the season and 2-4 in the North-
east 8 Conference.

Stat leaders: Vanessa Rosswurm 16
kills, Autumn Lee and Emma Vachon two
aces, Vachon 28 assists, Mekynzi Beck two
blocks and Lee 22 digs.

Norwell won the junior varsity match
2-1 (20-25, 25-15, 16-14) and fell in the
freshman match 2-1 (25-13, 21-25,7-15).

Norwell will be at The Castle for the
regular season finale against Huntington
North at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 10.

High School Calendar

WEDNESDAY, OCT 9

BOYS SOCCER: (Sectional) Norwell vs.
Heritage at Concordia, 7 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: North Side at Bluffton, 7
p.m.; Wes-Del at Southern Wells, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, OCT 10

GIRLS SOCCER: (Sectional) Canterbury
at Norwell, 5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Huntington North at Nor-
well, 7 p.m.; Southern Wells at Adams Cen-
tral, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCT 11

FOOTBALL: Bluffton at Adams Central,

7 p.m.; Norwell at Huntington North, 7 p.m.;
Southern Wells at Heritage, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT 12

CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Bluffton,
Southern Wells ACAC meet at South Adams,
11 a.m.; Norwell at Delta Eagle Invitational,
10:30 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Maconaquah
Invitational, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, OCT 14

No events scheduled

TUESDAY, OCT 15

No events scheduled

Scoreboard

don, GBR

Ev. Reitz (5-1)

9. Monroe Central (5-1)

Others receiving votes: 11, Bloom- 1. N. Judson (6-0)
w ington South 24. 12, Chesterton 8. 2. Providence (5-0)
Class 4A 3. Carroll (Flora) (6-0)
N FL 1. New Palestine (5-0) 4. Madison-Grant (6-0)
Thursday’s Games 2. Martinsville (6-0) 5. N. Decatur (5-1)
Atlanta 36, Tampa Bay 30, OT 3. Indpls Chatard (5-1) 6. Springs Valley (5-1)
] Sunday’s Games 4. Mishawaka (5-1) 7. S.Putnam (4-2)
Minnesota 23, N.Y. Jets 17, Lon- 5. Columbia City (6-0) 8. Pioneer (5-1)
6.
7.

Baltimore 41, Cincinnati 38, OT
Chicago 36, Carolina 10
Houston 23, Buffalo 20
Jacksonville 37, Indianapolis 34
Miami 15, New England 10
Washington 34, Cleveland 13
Arizona 24, San Francisco 23
Denver 34, Las Vegas 18
Green Bay 24, L.A. Rams 19
N.Y. Giants 29, Seattle 20
Dallas 20, Pittsburgh 17
Open: L.A. Chargers, Tennessee,
Detroit, Philadelphia

Monday’s Games

Kansas City 26, New Orleans 13

Class 6A
Brownsburg (6-0)
Westfield (5-1)
Crown Point (6-0)
Warren Central (6-0)
Center Grove (5-1)
Lawrence North (6-0)
Indpls Cathedral (3-2)
Hamilton Southeastern (4-2)
. Elkhart (5-1)
10.  Columbus North (5-1)
(tie) Fishers (4-2)
Others receiving votes: 12, Penn 8.
13, Carroll (Fort Wayne) 4.
Class 5A
. Concord (6-0)
Lafayette Jeff (6-0)

©CENOOAONS

1
2
3. Merrillville (5-1)

4. Bloomington North (5-1)
5. Plainfield (5-1)

6. Decatur Central (3-2)

7. E.Central (4-2)

(tie) Valparaiso (4-2)

9. Castle (5-1)

10.  Whiteland (3-2)

E. Noble (5-1)

(tie) Leo (5-1)

9. Greenfield (5-1)

10. Northview (6-0)

(tie) Indpls Roncalli (3-2)

Others receiving votes: 12, Indpls

Brebeuf 24. 13, Hanover Central 4. 14,

Logansport 2.

Class 3A
Ev. Memorial (6-0)
Heritage Hills (5-1)
Mississinewa (6-0)
Garrett (6-0)
Lawrenceburg (5-1)
Ft. Wayne Luers (5-1)
Gibson Southern (4-2)
Ev. Mater Dei (5-1)
. Maconaquah (6-0)

10.  W. Noble (5-1)

Others receiving votes: 11, Griffith
26. 12, Knox 16. 13, W. Lafayette 16.
14, Northwestern 8. 15, Heritage 8.
16, Jimtown 6. 17, Cascade 6. 18,

OCONOOPAWN =

Batesville 4. 19, Guerin Catholic 2. 20,

Southridge 2.
Class 2A
1. Brownstown (6-0)
2. Lafayette Catholic (5-0)
3. Indpls Lutheran (5-1)
(tie) Western Boone (6-0)

8. Paoli (6-0)

9. Heritage Christian (5-1)

10. Northeastern (6-0)

Others receiving votes: 11, Mon-
rovia 26. 12, S. Vermillion 24. 13,
Linton 22. 14, Triton Central 12. 15,
Rochester 6.

Class 1A

10. Triton (4-2)

Others receiving votes: 11, Frontier
14. 12, Knightstown 14. 13, Milan 12.
14, N. Central (Farmersburg) 8. 15, N.
Vermillion 6. 16, Forest Park 2.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

Semifinals

No. 1

New York 3, No. 4 Las Vegas 1

Tuesday, Oct. 8: Minnesota 77,
Connecticut 70

WNBA Finals

(Best-of-5)

Thursday, Oct. 10: Minnesota at
New York, 8 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 13: Minnesota at New
York , 3 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 16: New York at
Minnesota, TBD

x-Friday, Oct. 18: New York at Min-
nesota, TBD

x-Sunday, Oct. 20: Minnesota at
New York, 8 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

Tuesday’s Games

N.Y. Mets 7, Philadelphia 2
San Diego 6, Los Angeles 5

Wednesday’s Games
Cleveland at Detroit, 3:08 p.m.
Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets, 5:08 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Kansas City, 7:08

p.m.

SPORTS

Bluffton’s Nolan Lambert backhands a shot against his Peru opponent, Jacob Boswell, Tuesday
during the regional at Bluffton High School. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Tigers’ doubles player Dane Schlagenhauf yells ‘Let’s go!’ as he often does during matches

after earning a point during the regional match.

Leaders mulling future of a
fast-changing college sports

By EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

The Big Ten and SEC already have the
upper hand in college football. At meetings
this week, their leaders are setting the stage
to exact even more control over the sport’s
future.

Among the talking points when an advi-
sory group made of members from the con-
ferences meets in Nashville, Tennessee, are
the future of the expanded college football
playoff and a possible scheduling agreement
between the two conferences that would indi-
rectly make it harder for the rest of college
football to compete for the 12 or possibly 14
spots available in the postseason.

No final decisions are expected this week,
though the discussions are expected to be a
jumping-off point for more definitive moves
to come. Here’s a look at some of the topics:

Future of the College Football Playoff

The new 12-team playoff makes its debut
this season. The top five conference win-
ners, as ranked in the College Football Play-
off committee’s selection poll on Dec. 8, will
earn spots in the postseason, followed by the
next seven highest-rated teams.

It’s likely that two teams will be added to
the format beginning in 2026, which is also
when ESPN’s six-year, $7.8 billion contract
to televise the playoffs begin. Big Ten and
SEC leaders have made proposals to get three
or four automatic spots in the new playoff.
Neither idea has been popular among the rest
of the conferences, but the SEC and Big Ten
have negotiated to have more control over
what comes next.

In possibly the most simple-to-digest sign
of the power these two conference wield —
they have 15 teams in this week’s AP Top 25.

A new scheduling format

Connected to the playoff format is a pos-
sible change in scheduling that would add an
interconference Big Ten-SEC game to each
team’s schedule.

Part of what the conferences would like
to achieve with the new postseason format
and more automatic bids would be to elimi-
nate the influence of the selection committee,
whose poll doles out at-large berths.

To whatever extent the subjective poll
remains part of the formula, a Big Ten-SEC
matchup in the regular season would ostensi-
bly help both conferences by improving their
strength of schedule, which is a factor in the

poll. It would also shrink the number of avail-
able opportunities schools from other confer-
ences would have against these teams from
the top two leagues.

Landmark lawsuit settlement

On Monday, a judge approved a plan that
sets in motion the system for schools to even-
tually make direct payments to athletes. It
will change the fundamental nature of college
sports, and the two biggest conferences will
feel as big an impact as anyone.

Specifically, the athletic departments will
have to figure out how to replace up to $21.5
million they could be paying athletes as part
of a first-of-its-kind revenue-sharing agree-
ment. This is where payouts from the football
playoff and even revenue from an extra mar-
quee regular-season game could come into
play, though that won’t fully solve the prob-
lem.

“There’s two ways to get there,” Illinois
athletic director Josh Whitman said at the Big
Ten’s recent basketball media days. “You can
either make more money or you can spend
your money differently, and we’re working
very aggressively on both of those fronts to
put ourselves in a position to fully participate
in the revenue share when it opens up next
year.”

The leaders also have to take educated
guesses about how other legal and legislative
action could impact them in the future. For
instance, if players are deemed to be employ-
ees of the schools, it would add another layer
of expense for the schools while potentially
giving athletes access to school-funded health
insurance and other benefits.

One news tidbit that could become a trend:
Last month’s announcement that Tennes-
see was slapping a 10% “talent fee” onto the
price of next year’s season tickets to help off-
set costs associated with the revenue-sharing
plan.

Could the Super League be coming?

Though not on their agenda, the possibil-
ity of a super league hovers over everything in
college sports these days.

Earlier this month, a group called “College
Sports Tomorrow” unveiled its vision for a
two-tiered, 136-team mega-league with divi-
sions and a 24-team playoff.

“This is not trying to create minor league
professional football,” one of the group’s
leaders, former MLS deputy commissioner
Mark Abbott, told the Wall Street Journal.
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I'M NOTGOING
TO DINNER WITH
YOU DRESSED
LIKE THAT/

I
HAVE
AN IDEA

Celebrating on your own time

Dear Annie: I often read let-
ters from parents and grandparents (Dea.r
expressing sadness about not being anle
able to spend holidays with their
children or grandchildren, and I’d
like to offer a suggestion based on
my own experience.

Growing up, my parents divorced
when I was young, and holidays
were often split between households.
However, my mother always made
sure I never felt like I was missing
out on a holiday with her. We simply
celebrated on a different day, and she
made it just as special, as if it were

1T's BUX'S BIRTHDAY. I'D
LIKE TO PO SOMETHING
FUN BUT ROMANTIC

share at this time.
You highlight so
many important
points that can
lead to a more
peaceful and
Jjoyful life.

First and
foremost is the
importance of
flexibility — not
just during the
holidays, but in
all aspects of
life. Being flex-
ible, whether

by Annie Lane

@©2024 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

ORECTMORT WALKER.

BLONDIE

WHAT'RE YOU READING THERE,
HONEY?

A BOOK FOR
MY BOOK REPORT

WELL, BETTER LATE
THAN NEVER, RIGHT?

OH, | HAVEN'T STARTED IT VET..
I WAS ACTUALLY
ON MY PHONE!

nc. World Rights reserved

the actual holiday. For example, even
if Thanksgiving was on a Thursday,
we would celebrate on the follow-
ing Saturday, and it still felt just like
Thanksgiving.

This approach has carried over
into my own family now that my
children are adults and have signifi-
cant others. We’ve embraced cel-
ebrating major holidays on the week-
ends before or after the official date.
We go all out with the festivities, and
no one feels like they’re missing out
on anything.

Being flexible with holiday plans
can be a wonderful solution that
allows everyone to enjoy the cel-
ebration without hurt feelings or the
stress of choosing between families.
At the end of the day, it’s just a day
on the calendar, but it’s the togeth-
erness that really matters. Warm
regards. — Flexible Like Gumby

Dear Flexible: With the holidays
just around the corner, I thought
your letter was a wonderful one to

with family or in the workplace, fos-
ters better teamwork, encourages
us to step outside our comfort zones
and ultimately leads to greater hap-
piness. Flexibility also allows us to
take on a leadership role as we navi-
gate different situations with grace
and understanding.

Most importantly, you’ve captured
the true essence of the holidays; it’s
not about the exact day you cele-
brate, but the quality time you spend
together. That’s what really matters.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidelity,
communication and reconciliation
— is available as a paperback and
e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Answer

By Dr. Billy Fg
Graham {

Question: I'm doing
an internship in a recov-
ery program as an
addiction therapist. |
came from an abusive
home myself because of
alcoholic parents and
have a special tender-
ness for those who are
caught in this horrible
trap. I've specialized
in teaching the impor-
tance of temperance.
At first I thought it was
a rather archaic word,
meaning “moderation,”
but was surprised to
learn it means “prohibi-
tion.” I'm now learning

ance: against such
there is no law. And
they that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh
with the affections and
lusts. If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk
in the Spirit” (Galatians
5:22-25,KIJV).

Past history and
current public exam-
ples illustrate how the
excesses of uncontrolled
behavior can be deadly.
When we think of tem-
perance, we usually
think of alcohol. This is
not unexpected because
of the great efforts of
temperance leaders
who for years sought
to eradicate this poison

Temperance is
self-control

according to the flesh
have their minds set on
what the flesh desires;
but those who live in
accordance with the
Spirit have their minds
set on what the Spirit
desires” (Romans 8:5,
NIV).

Temperance in regard
to temper is self-control.
Temperance in matters
of dress is appropriate
modesty. Temperance
in defeat is hopefulness.
Temperance in rela-
tion to sinful pleasure is
nothing short of com-
plete abstinence. The
Apostle Peter writes of
virtues and says, “Add
to knowledge temper-

THAT'S DUE
TOMORROW

© 2024 by King Features Syn
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REALLY.
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SHORT STORY
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WE'VE NADE OUR
POINT... LET'S GO!

SMILE FOR N NE
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CAMERA!
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WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

TOWN OF WARREN, Indi-
ana Hiring Utility Manager.
An application period for the
position of full time Utility
Manager is now open
through October 15, 2024,
due to retirement. Depart-
ments to oversee include wa-
ter, sewer, electric, parks and
streets. Duties include em-
ployee management, project
planning, maintenance of
positive relationships with the
public, all employees and of-
ficers of the Town, represen-
tation at workshops and
meetings, scheduling of regu-
lar day to day and long term
operations. The position is a
mix of office and field work.
Must hold at least a WT3 or
DSM license, have at least
eight years experience with
managerial a plus. Knowl-
edge of Electric Utility also a
plus. Base pay of $28.50 per
hour adjusted upward based
on experience. Benefit Pack-
age available. For informa-
tion contact Lee Poulson,
Utility Manager, at
260-375-3424 or
utility1@citznet.com or Clerk
Treasurer Marilyn Morrison at
townofwarrenin@gmail.com

at 260-375-2656. Application
form can be found at
warrenindiana.us or by re-
questing through above con-
tacts. Please include resume.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

LOOKING TO HIRE full or part
time for general carpenter.
Must have reliable transporta-
tion, general construction
knowledge, and own tools.
Call Scott at 260-353-9339.

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-877-414-2352 today!
(1

FREEDOMCARE. LET YOUR
loved ones care for you and get
paid! Paid by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your paid
caregiver. Check your eligibility
today! Call FreedomCare now!
1-844-563-4012 (1)

] (]
Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA )
) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO:

90C01-2409-EU-000032
IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF:)
HENRY LEROY HARSHMAN )
(Deceased) )
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Adelbert Harshman, Darwin Harsh-
man, and Darol Harshman were
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentatives of the estate of Henry
LeRoy Harshman, deceased, on
September 23, 2024, who died on
the 16th day of August, 2024.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in the
office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.

Dated September 23, 2024

Beth Davis
CLERK
COLDREN, FRANTZ & SPRUN-
GER
Attorneys at Law
940 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-4220
nb 10/9, 10/16
hspaxip
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VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

SALES &
AUCTIONS

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

I| & Save
,%J P

2125 BLAIR ROAD, 46819,
Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m. to
5p.m.

THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 4-8
p.m., Saturday 8-11 a.m., 605

SPORTSMAN
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

414 N MERIDIAN ST.
SPORTSMAN AUCTION
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Taking consignment now! S. State Road 201, Bluffton.
This auction will include Lots of clothes and cleaning
firearms, fishing supplies, out the attic.

reloading equipment, knives,
military, and other outdoor
items.

Call Chad Bricker for any
question at 260-703-0839.
Oct. 26 11:00 AM-5:30 PM
Rain or Shine

FLEA MARKET AND bake
sale at Chester Center
Church, 9009 S-300 W, Pone-
to (across from Southern Wells
High School), Oct. 10 and 11,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Oct. 12
from 9 a.m.-?

2 HOMES - 2570 and 2651
West 100 South, Monroe,
Thursday-Saturday, 8 a.m. to
? Homemade noodles, jam, ta-
ble, Christmas and Fall decor,
clothing, kitchenware, lots of
VINTAGE, puzzles, games,
books, toys, and glassware Ig.
crock, everything imaginable.

RENTALS

Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
to a line classified ad for an
additional $5. Contact the
News-Banner office at 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, (260)
824-0224, or submit online to
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Z
%

Receive a free garage
sale kit when placing
a three day line
classified ad.

Public

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 12 - Private Family Collection,
seller. Fine art work including five original pieces by William P.
Silva, other quality artwork, 2006 Pontiac Torrent, 2005 Toyota
Highlander, outstanding sterling silver, pewter and other serv-
ing pieces, early American primitives, unique furniture, antiques,
glassware, early collectibles, taxidermy mounts, household,
more! Open house Oct. 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. Jeffer-
son St., Ossian, IN. Sale manager Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451,
The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
OCTOBER 12 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - The Estate of
Robert McNabb, seller. Spectacular 7,700 SF lake front home
on 1.23 acres w/200’ of lake frontage on Hamilton Lake. Luxu-
ry home features 6 bedrooms, 7 baths, expansive entertaining
space, 4-car attached garage. Selling absolute at or above 1.4
million dollars. Seller’s have over 4.7 million invested in this one
of kind lake property. Open house Oct. 12, 9 a.m.-noon, 1180 LN
150 Hamilton Lake, Hamilton, IN. Brandon Steffen, sale manag-
er, 260-426-0633, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-426-0633, www.
steffengrp.com.

OCTOBER 12-19 - Online Only Personal Property - Brandon
Steffen, seller. Outstanding luxury home furnishings. Restora-
tion Hardware dining room table and chairs, Restoration Hard-
ware bedroom furniture, pottery, barn furniture, Crate and Bar-
rel furniture, Kimball baby grand piano, Restoration Hardware
leather cigar sofa, fine rugs, wall art, lamps and lighting, home
decor and mirrors, outdoor patio furniture, concrete garden foun-
tain, planters, exercise equipment, pet accessories, kitchenware,
household. Auction preview Oct. 13, 2-3 p.m., Oct. 17, 4-6 p.m.,
915 W. Wayne St., Fort Wayne, IN. Sale manager Brandon Stef-
fen, 260-710-5684, Steffen Group Real Estate & Auctions, 260-
426-0633, steffengrp.com.

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 13 (Online Only) - Boots Estate,
seller. 1993 Ford F150, boat mini bike, wagons, Pyrex, Corn-
ingware, antiques, collectibles, glassware, jewelry, advertis-
ing, furniture, toys, household, electronics, board games, much
more. Open house Oct. 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 366 W 300 N.,
Bluffton. Sale manager Bobby Perry, 260-273-7260, The Steffen
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

OCTOBER 13 - 3 p.m. - Multiple consignors, owners. Online
only bidding only. 700+ lots! Furniture, Craftsman band saw and
radial arm saw, ice maker, banjo, baseball cards, 100+ Pfaltz-
graff, tools, pet doors, live traps, collectable glass, Detecto
scales, Generac edger, tiller, yard cart, washer, Dryer 50 pc.
Ruby Flash & Kings Crown glass and much more! Preview Oct.
10, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm Street, Decatur, IN. Pick up Oct. 14, 1-6
p.m. & Oct. 15, 9 a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC,
260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

OCTOBER 13-OCTOBER 20 - (Online Only) - Estate of Larry
N. Curry, seller. 1997 Chevy Express Conversion van, 2013
Chevy Impala LTZ w/73,000 miles, John Deere LA115 riding
lawn mower, rare vintage Schwinn bikes, large quantity of hand
and power tools, lawn and garden, modern and vintage furniture,
household, games, toys, flat screen TV & home decor. Open
houses Oct. 15 and Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 W. Roe
St., Ossian. Sale manager Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Stef-
fen Group, www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

OCTOBER 24 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - Estate of Larry
Curry, seller. Excellent 1,398 SF, 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch home
in Rose Ann Heights neighborhood on .52 acre lot, 2 car attached
garage. Home has a ton of potential. “Explore the Possibilities.”
Open houses: Oct. 15, Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., Oct. 22
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 W. Roe St., Ossian. Sale managers,
Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684, Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, The
Steffen Group Inc., 824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.

BIDDING NOW OPEN & ENDS OCTOBER 29 - 10 a.m. EST
- Christine Pierce, owner. 526 E Market Street, South Whitley,
IN. Online only apartment complex auction! Four duplex build-
ings, 8 units, 2 bedroom, 1 bath units, electric baseboard heat,
wall AC units, 1,456 sq. foot buildings, new roofs in 2021, year
built 1990, income producing! 100% rent capacity, .86 acre par-
cel, Whitko Community Schools. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.

NOVEMBER 13 - 6:30 p.m. ET - (Live and online) - Gary and
Jennifer Weilbaker, farm. American Legion, 118 N. Broadway
Street, Butler. Property location: Along and/or near CR 26 and
CR 79 in Troy Twp. (Tract 1, North Part Tract 2) and Stafford
Twp. (Tracts 2-4). Tracts 5-6 located near CR 20 and CR 27 in
Smithfield Township. Adjoining tracts, road access, tile outlets,
264.651+/- acres, 6 tracts, DeKalb Co. Jon Rosen, 260-740-
1846, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-2219, Halderman Real Estate &
Farm Management, halderman.com, 800-424-2324.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family Farms LLC, sellers.
Auction location: Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington
St., Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township, Adams Coun-
ty. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2:
80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres,
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, County Rd.
400 North, Sec 9. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-724-
3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.

Lottery Numbers

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 04-10-16-19-
31

Cash4Life — 23-26-49-
54-55, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
03-05-07-09-16-21-31-37-
39-44-45-48-58-59-60-68-
69-71-74-79, BE: 68

Daily Three-Midday —
03-00-03, SB: 02

Daily Three-Evening —
02-03-09, SB: 02

Daily Four-Midday —
04-04-01-07, SB: 02

Daily Four-Evening —
07-00-06-05, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening
— 01-03-04-05-10-11-20-
24-28-38-40-50-56-58-61-
64-68-69-79-80, BE: 01

Hoosier Lotto
Estimated jackpot (for
Wednesday): $24.3 mil-
lion

MEGA MILLIONS

03-19-20-22-66; Mega
Ball: 09; Megaplier: 3X.

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Wednesday): $336 million

October

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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Difficulty: %%
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Read & recycle this newspaper
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GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

« Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

COUNTRY
PLACE apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

+1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances

« Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429

Virtual Tours Offered

2 &

OssianApartments.com

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

JC

GARAG EDOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

A-1 U-Stor
Q Safe & Secure

Self Storage

== 824-1846
*Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras

www.al-ustor.com &
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

We Carry Prevagen and (BD Oil!

R Warren ?ﬁannac_y@

(260)375-2135 <>

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist  Melinda Daniels, RN

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. *824-0455

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

Seamless
Sure-Flo’ite:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

/e Hlack

.s.s'()('laf(.

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

&2 AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

.Home Remodel and Repair
i £ Locall
P\? /\“Q O?;:eg

[#REpair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete - Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile « Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269

Jim Baker

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. + Bluffton, IN » 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

<]

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

ASSISTING IN:

+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-

althcz O
Home Healthcare. At i NAELA

As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
« In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Medicaid Planning

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!
For as $ 1

littleas .. PERISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN Call
THE NEWS-BANNER 824:0224

E E ! or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is
@&  Tues, Oct.22!




