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Forum focuses on economic development, growth
By HOLLY GASKILL

Three of five candidates run-
ning for the Wells County Coun-
cil’s three At-Large seats were 
present for Monday’s forum at the 
Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce — Scott Burke (I), incum-
bent Scott Elzey (R) and Brian 
Hollingsworth (D). 

Incumbent Vicki Andrews (R) 
was on a pre-planned mission 
trip, and incumbent Seth Whicker 
could not return to the county as 
planned due to Hurricane Milton 
in the southern U.S. 

The candidates were asked 
six questions by moderator Rick 
Johnloz, as well as one gathered 
from the audience, and prepared 
opening and closing statements. 
Being candidates for the county’s 
financial arm, questions focused 
on the county’s economic future, 
including EMS and fire services, 

industrial-scale solar and perspec-
tives on taxes.

The first question of the eve-
ning highlighted excess funds 
recently reported by the Wells 
County Council. The candidates 
were asked how they would spend 
these funds, assuming they weren’t 
placed in the Rainy Day Fund. 

“Jobs, housing and retaining 
our youth,” Elzey said. He contin-
ued by focusing on the importance 
of quality of place, and his desire 
to support existing attractions 
and assets in the Wells County 
Public Library, parks and Wells 
County Historical Society. Elzey 
expressed a similar sentiment in 
his opening statement, comment-
ing on how his children left the 
area for better work and quality of 
life.

Hollingsworth echoed this and 
emphasized the importance of cre-

ating quality jobs. Burke, on the 
other hand, noted funding issues 
for EMS and fire departments and 
said he’d look into incentivizing 
volunteers for those areas.

Later, they discussed priorities 
between saving taxpayer money 
and pursuing additional projects 
— all candidates recognized it was 
a balancing act.

“You definitely have to strike 
a balance,” Burke said. “And I 
would probably lean towards eco-
nomic development, because if 

Three candidates running for Wells County Council answered questions at Monday’s forum. From left to right are 
Scott Burke, Scott Elzey, and Brian Hollingsworth. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

(Continued on Page 2)

Stringer responds 
to N-B story on 
death threats

By HOLLY GASKILL
At the close of their regular meeting Monday, Wells 

County Commissioner Jeff Stringer addressed Satur-
day’s News-Banner story about reported death threats 
the commissioners have received related to solar issues. 

“There’s an article that should say, in my eyes, I 
heard a rumor — that’s what I think it should be. It 
brought up issues that people involved did not bring 
up, and I think it’s reckless,” Stringer began. He later 
stated that he used “rumor” to describe that the reports 
had not come directly from the commissioners, not that 
they were false.

“In today’s society — with all the issues going on 
and the conflict between parties, conflict between 
people — the last thing we need to do is bring up an 
issue that’s not an issue in this county,” Stringer said. 
“We’re all one group of people, who might have dif-
fering views of how we see things playing out, but we 
should not give credit to any violence. We should not 
give names to anybody that perpetrates violence. This 
is (not) things we should talk about — doesn’t mean 
we hide from them, but I don’t think when they’re not 
an issue, it should be brought up.” 

He continued, “To the paper, I would ask at this 

Commissioners revise ordinance 
for Rock Creek road vacation

By HOLLY GASKILL
Wells County Commissioners are 

near approval of an ordinance that will 
vacate a portion of County Road 500 
West for the expansion of Rock Creek 
Stone Quarry, 781 N 500 W in Bluffton. 

The commissioners reviewed a sec-
ond draft of the ordinance Monday, 
which had revisions made by County 
Engineer Nate Whitacre, Highway 
Supervisor Shawn Bonar and Surveyor 
Jared Hahn. In exchange for the vaca-

tion of approximately 1,650 ft., from 
CR 100 N to just south of the Whi-
telock Ditch, the quarry will construct 
an alternate route.

However, at the advice of County 
Attorney Ted Storer, the commission-
ers delayed approval on the matter 
until Monday’s edits were written in.

Among several edits about the 
construction of the new road, Chase 
Fiechter, representing the quarry, asked 
about reducing the 75 ft. setback to 

25 ft. The commissioners were recep-
tive but preferred to revise the coun-
ty’s zoning ordinance for consistency 
with any other similar projects in the 
future. Area Plan Commission Execu-
tive Director Mike Lautzenheiser said 
the APC could review the zoning ordi-
nance.

The quarry first petitioned the coun-
ty for the road closure in September 
2023.

holly@news-banner.com

Car crashes into Bluffton house
First responders were dispatched to the 900 block of South Jersey Street in Bluffton just after 4 p.m. on Monday after a 
driver crashed into a residence. An official crash report is pending. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

(Continued on Page 2)

Hurricane Milton is 
a Category 5; Florida 
orders evacuations

By HAVEN DALEY and MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press

BELLEAIR BEACH, Fla. (AP) — Florida’s storm-
battered Gulf Coast raced against a Category 5 hurricane 
Monday as workers sprinted to pick up debris left over from 
Helene two weeks ago and highways were clogged with 
people fleeing ahead of the storm.

The center of Hurricane Milton could come ashore 
Wednesday in the Tampa Bay region, which has not endured 
a direct hit by a major hurricane in more than a century. Sci-
entists expect the system to weaken slightly before landfall, 
though it could retain hurricane strength as it churns across 
central Florida toward the Atlantic Ocean. That would large-
ly spare other states ravaged by Helene, which killed at least 
230 people on its path from Florida to the Carolinas.

“This is the real deal here with Milton,” Tampa Mayor 
Jane Castor told a news conference. “If you want to take on 
Mother Nature, she wins 100% of the time.”

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said Monday that it was 
imperative for debris from Helene to be cleared ahead of 
Milton’s arrival so the pieces cannot become projectiles. 
More than 300 vehicles gathered debris Sunday.

As evacuation orders were issued, forecasters warned of 
a possible 8- to 12-foot storm surge in Tampa Bay. That’s 
the highest ever predicted for the region and nearly double 

Don’t expect human life expectancy 
to grow much more, researcher says

By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Humanity is hitting the 
upper limit of life expec-
tancy, according to a new 
study.

Advances in medical 
technology and genetic 
research — not to mention 

larger numbers of people 
making it to age 100 — are 
not translating into marked 
jumps in lifespan overall, 
according to researchers 
who found shrinking lon-
gevity increases in countries 
with the longest-living pop-
ulations.

“We have to recognize 

there’s a limit” and per-
haps reassess assumptions 
about when people should 
retire and how much money 
they’ll need to live out their 
lives, said S. Jay Olshansky, 
a University of Illinois-Chi-
cago researcher who was 
lead author of the study pub-
lished Monday by the jour-

nal Nature Aging.
Mark Hayward, a Uni-

versity of Texas researcher 
not involved in the study, 
called it “a valuable addition 
to the mortality literature.”

“We are reaching a pla-
teau” in life expectancy, he 
agreed. It’s always possible 

(Continued on Page 2)(Continued on Page 2)
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Candidate forum Weather
Tuesday, October 8, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:56 p.m. Monday)
High: 69; Low: 44; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.04  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a high near 70. Light west wind 

increasing to 5 to 10 mph in the morning. 
Tonight: Clear, with a low around 42. Northwest wind 

around 5 mph becoming calm in the evening. 
Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 73. Calm wind 

becoming northwest around 5 mph in the afternoon. 
Wednesday Night: Clear, with a low around 40. North-

west wind around 5 mph becoming calm in the evening. 
Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 68.
Thursday Night: Clear, with a low around 42.
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 75.
Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 53.
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 75.
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 49.
Sunday: A 20% chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with 

a high near 70.
Sunday Night: A slight chance of showers. Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 41.
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9am - until GONE!

we increase jobs and the economy and 
build businesses here, that’s going to 
make it that much more attractive, and 
the more you can get from the busi-
nesses, the more it would probably 
help the tax side of it.”

“Well, you do both, right? The 
answer is easy,” Elzey added. “But 
Wells County is known statewide for 
one of the lowest taxes in the state, so 
we have done an excellent job.”

The candidates were also asked 
how they would handle industrial-scale 
solar farms, should the state intervene 
and allow them. Burke said he would 
work to establish a local board to over-
see projects, and Hollingsworth dis-
cussed a similar scrutiny. 

“I’m a member of the Chester Town-
ship Fire Department,” Hollingsworth 
said. “And when they brought the power 
plant out by Southern Wells, they came 
in and promised the fire departments 
down there so much stuff. They were 
going to buy all this equipment, they 
were going to do all this stuff — and 
none of it happened. So if we brought 
that (solar) in, or were forced to bring 
that in, the one thing I would stress 
is (that) whatever they put down and 
promise upfront, we hold them to it.” 

Elzey, however, said the ques-
tion was “strongly hypothetical” and 
he couldn’t see it happening any time 
soon.

The group returned to the subject 
with the audience’s questions and were 
asked if they supported solar or proper-
ty tax abatements for solar companies. 

Burke and Elzey answered that they 
were strongly against solar and prop-
erty tax abatements for solar.

“I mean, these things are tremen-
dously subsidized to begin with,” 
Burke said. “And protecting property 
values — in the event that they were 
approved and they went in, again, you 
just have to make sure the setbacks and 
all the restrictions were held to the let-
ter of those.”  

In his opening statement, Burke said 
he decided to run for office because of 
concerns about industrial-scale solar. 
He sought 181 signatures to appear on 
the ballot as an independent.

Hollingsworth felt it was “both,” 
saying he understood exploring differ-
ent technologies, but that the county 
needed to look at all the information. 
He added that abatements were unnec-
essary for solar development.

Regarding future economic devel-
opment, Elzey and Hollingsworth said 
they wanted to provide opportunities 
for good-paying jobs in the county. 
Elzey added that visitors spent $5 mil-
lion in Wells County in 2022, and he 
sees an opportunity for growth in con-
tinued tourism efforts. 

Burke proposed the county develop 
a “junior economic development coun-
cil” of local students to “let these kids 
know we’re willing to invest in them,” 
he said. He added that the county was 
one of the “best-positioned counties in 
the entire state of Indiana for economic 
development” with the county’s facto-
ries and railroads. 

The future of EMS funding, how-
ever, was a bit more complicated. The 
county’s EMS services have been sup-
ported through an endowment fund 
established through the sale of the 
county hospital; as costs have increased 
and revenue remains the same, the 
endowment has continually dwindled. 

“That’s an excellent question, Rick, 
and that has stumped the council and 
commissioners for the last few years,” 
Elzey said. “There’s going to have to 
be some changes, because, by virtue of 
the question, you know that the funds 
supporting that organization are shrink-
ing … It’s got to be done through fund-
ing of some sort, whether it’s local, 
state or federal, or increasing or try-
ing to get more revenue from the runs. 
There is some possibility of redesign-
ing the configuration.”

Burke said the county could fund-
raise or look into grant opportunities, 
while Hollingsworth wanted to look at 
training opportunities to increase EMS 
staff and ensure runs were being billed 
properly. 

In describing their visions for the 
next four years, Elzey and Burke 
focused on engaging young people and 
the community, supporting economic 
development and creating jobs. 

Burke discussed the future in his 

closing statement 
as well, referenc-
ing three Indi-
ana homesteads 
he had visited. 
“They’ve been in 
the same family 
for 100 years — 
and that’s what’s 
at stake here,” 
B u r k e  s a i d . 
“Whether it’s 
fire protection or 
development of 
industrial-scale 
solar and simi-
lar projects, we 
are going to be 
faced with mak-
ing decisions 
that have a gen-
erational impact, 
impacts on our 
safety, our econ-
omy and our way 
of life.”

Meanwhi le , 
Holl ingsworth 
wants to cre-
ate a space for 
everyone to get 
involved, regard-
less of  their 
political or reli-
gious beliefs. As 
the only Demo-
crat running for 
council, he also 
described his 
desire to give vot-
ers another option in his opening state-
ment. “I’m about as middle of the road 
as you’re going to get politically,” he 
said. “I don’t stray too far left. I don’t 
stray too far right. I think everything 
that is done politically should be done 
with equality in mind so that everyone 
is represented and treated equally.”

Andrews and Whicker submitted 
brief written statements to the forum, 
describing their qualifications and 
plans as council members. Both noted 
priorities in fiscal responsibility for 
the county, as well as improvement to 
county infrastructure.

holly@news-banner.com

point, is the paper — I’m 
asking this to George (Wit-
wer), the owner — is the 
paper something in this 
county that reflects the 
news, or is the paper a tab-
loid, where we’re going to 
take rumors and innuendos 
and move them forward and 
we don’t have the informa-
tion? If it’s beneficial to the 
bulk of the good, let’s do it. 
But if it’s just to stir con-

flict — which I believe, 
in my opinion, this is Jeff 
Stringer’s opinion — that’s 
what that is. The people that 
reported it didn’t have the 
whole story. The people that 
brought it to the paper didn’t 
have the whole story. It’s not 
a story. If it were a story, it 
would have been investi-
gated, when someone put a 
pipe bomb in my mailbox 
— that’s when it should be a 
story.”

Three Wells County resi-
dents with land leased to a 
solar development — Paul 
Mills, Tony Mills and Don 
Avey — reported a Septem-
ber conversation in which 
Stringer had discussed receiv-
ing death threats made on 
solar-related issues. Sheriff 
Scott Holliday also said he 
was aware of threats made, 
and that Stringer’s mailbox 
had been “blown up” about 
two years prior in an unrelat-

ed, unsolved incident.
Stringer had declined 

to comment on the reports, 
and Commissioner Mike 
Vanover had stated the fol-
lowing: “I have received 
every kind of communica-
tion that you can imagine 
and they were all handled 
with the attention they 
deserved.” Commission-
er Blake Gerber did not 
respond for comment. 

holly@news-banner.com

the levels reached two weeks ago dur-
ing Helene, said National Hurricane 
Center spokesperson Maria Torres.

The storm could also bring wide-
spread flooding. Five to 10 inches (of 
rain was forecast for mainland Florida 
and the Keys, with as much as 15 inch-
es expected in some places.

The Tampa metro area has a popula-
tion of more than 3.3 million people.

“It’s a huge population. It’s very 
exposed, very inexperienced, and that’s 
a losing proposition,” Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology meteorol-
ogy professor Kerry Emanuel said. “I 
always thought Tampa would be the 
city to worry about most.”

Much of Florida’s west coast was 
under hurricane and storm surge warn-
ings. A hurricane warning was also 
issued for parts of Mexico’s Yucatan 
state, which expected to get sideswiped.

Milton intensified quickly Monday 
over the eastern Gulf of Mexico. It had 
maximum sustained winds of 180 mph, 
the National Hurricane Center said. 
The storm’s center was about 675 miles 
southwest of Tampa by late afternoon, 
moving east-southeast at 10 mph.

The Tampa Bay area is still rebound-
ing from Helene and its powerful surge. 
Twelve people died there, with the worst 
damage along a string of barrier islands 
from St. Petersburg to Clearwater.

‘It’s going to be flying missiles’
Lifeguards in Pinellas County, on 

the peninsula that forms Tampa Bay, 
removed beach chairs and other items 
that could take flight in strong winds. 
Elsewhere, stoves, chairs, refrigerators 
and kitchen tables waited in heaps to 
be picked up.

Sarah Steslicki, who lives in Belleair 
Beach, said she was frustrated that more 
debris had not been collected sooner.

“They’ve screwed around and 
haven’t picked the debris up, and now 

they’re scrambling to get it picked up,” 
Steslicki said Monday. “If this one 
does hit, it’s going to be flying mis-
siles. Stuff’s going to be floating and 
flying in the air.”

Hillsborough County, home to 
Tampa, ordered evacuations for areas 
adjacent to Tampa Bay and for all 
mobile and manufactured homes by 
Tuesday night.

President Joe Biden approved an 
emergency declaration for Florida, and 
U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor said 7,000 fed-
eral workers were called on to help in 
one of the largest mobilizations of fed-
eral personnel in history.

Many evacuate, but 
some are reluctant

Milton’s approach stirred memories 
of 2017’s Hurricane Irma, when about 
7 million people were urged to evacu-
ate Florida in an exodus that jammed 
freeways and clogged gas stations. 
Some people who left vowed never to 
evacuate again.

By Monday morning, some gas 
stations in the Fort Myers and Tampa 
areas had already run out of gas. Fuel 
continued to arrive in Florida, and the 
state had amassed hundreds of thou-
sands of gallons of gasoline and die-
sel fuel, with much more on the way, 
DeSantis said.

A steady stream of vehicles headed 
north toward the Florida Panhandle 
on Interstate 75, the main highway on 
the west side of the peninsula, as resi-
dents heeded evacuation orders. Traffic 
clogged the southbound lanes of the 
highway for miles as other residents 
headed for the relative safety of Fort 
Lauderdale and Miami on the other 
side of the state.

Candice Briggs, along with her hus-
band, their three young kids and their 
dog, planned to head to a hotel north of 
Jacksonville less than two weeks after 
Helene sent a foot and a half of water 

into her family’s home in the in the 
Tampa Bay community of Seminole. 
The family had just settled into their 
temporary lodgings at an extended 
family member’s home when they had 
to evacuate again before even finishing 
their post-Helene loads of laundry.

Why did Milton intensify so fast?
Milton’s wind speed increased by 

92 mph in 24 hours — a pace that trails 
only those of Hurricane Wilma in 2005 
and Hurricane Felix in 2007. One rea-
son Milton strengthened so rapidly is 
its small “pinhole eye,” just like Wil-
ma’s, said Colorado State University 
hurricane researcher Phil Klotzbach.

The storm will likely go through 
what’s called an “eye wall replacement 
cycle,” a natural process that forms a 
new eye and expands the storm in size 
but weakens its wind speeds, Klotz-
bach said.

The Gulf of Mexico is unusually 
warm right now, so “the fuel is just 
there,” and Milton probably went over 
an extra-warm eddy that helped goose 
it further, said University of Albany 
hurricane scientist Kristen Corbosiero.

The last hurricane to be a Category 
5 at landfall in the mainland U.S. was 
Michael in 2018.

Widespread cancellations 
in Florida and Mexico

With the storm approaching, 
schools in Pinellas County, home to St. 
Petersburg, were being converted into 
shelters. Airports in Tampa, St. Peters-
burg and Orlando planned to close. 
Walt Disney World said it was operat-
ing normally for the time being.

In Mexico, Yucatan state Gov. 
Joaquín Díaz ordered the cancellation 
of all nonessential activities except for 
grocery stores, hospitals, pharmacies 
and gas stations starting Monday, and 
Mexican officials organized buses to 
evacuate residents from the coastal city 
of Progreso.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Scott Elzey

Scott Burke

Brian 
Hollingsworth

Stringer responds

Hurricane Milton

Life expectancy
some breakthrough could 
push survival to greater 
heights, “but we don’t have 
that now,” Hayward said.

Life expectancy is an 
estimate of the average 
number of years a baby born 
in a given year might expect 
to live, assuming death rates 
at that time hold constant. It 
is one of the world’s most 
important health measures, 
but it is also imperfect: It 
is a snapshot estimate that 
cannot account for deadly 
pandemics, miracle cures or 
other unforeseen develop-
ments that might kill or save 
millions of people.

In the new research, 
Olshansky and his research 
partners tracked life expec-
tancy estimates for the years 
1990 to 2019, drawn from 
a database administered by 
the Max Planck Institute for 
Demographic Research. The 
researchers focused on eight 
of the places in the world 
where people live the lon-
gest — Australia, France, 
Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, 
South Korea, Spain and 
Switzerland.

The U.S. doesn’t even 
rank in the top 40. But is 
also was included “because 
we live here” and because 
of past, bold estimates that 
life expectancy in the U.S. 
might surge dramatically in 
this century, Olshansky said.

Women continue to live 
longer than men and life 
expectancy improvements 
are still occurring — but at a 
slowing pace, the research-
ers found. In 1990, the aver-
age amount of improvement 

was about 2 1/2 years per 
decade. In the 2010s, it was 
1 1/2 years — and almost 
zero in the U.S.

The U.S. is more prob-
lematic because it is harder 
hit by a range of issues that 
kill people even before they 
hit old age, including drug 
overdoses, shootings, obe-
sity and inequities that make 
it hard for some people to 
get sufficient medical care.

But in one calculation, 
the researchers estimated 
what would happen in all 
nine places if all deaths 
before age 50 were elimi-
nated. The increase at best 
was still only 1 1/2 years, 
Olshansky said.

Eileen Crimmins, a Uni-
versity of Southern Cali-
fornia gerontology expert, 
said in an email that she 
agrees with the study’s find-
ings. She added: “For me 
personally, the most impor-
tant issue is the dismal and 
declining relative position of 
the United States.”

The study suggests that 
there’s a limit to how long 
most people live, and we’ve 
about hit it, Olshansky said.

“We’re squeezing less 
and less life out of these life-
extending technologies. And 
the reason is, aging gets in 
the way,” he said.

It may seem common 
to hear of a person liv-
ing to 100 — former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter hit 
that milestone last week. 
In 2019, a little over 2% of 
Americans made it to 100, 
compared with about 5% 
in Japan and 9% in Hong 
Kong, Olshansky said.

(Continued from Page 1)



INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 2:50 p.m., Bluff-

ton Rentco. Driver cited for 
speeding 59 in a 40 mph 
zone.

Friday, 9:05 p.m., East 
Dustman Road and Sun-
set Drive. Report of driver 
slowing down and looking 
at children walking. Driver 
was looking for birthday 
party.

Friday, 10:07 p.m., 300 
block of West Cherry Street. 
Caller reported unwanted 
subject at residence.

Saturday, 9:59 a.m., 
North Main Street and East 
S.R. 124. Report of two peo-
ple sleeping under bridge.

Saturday, 12:58 p.m., 
1300 block of West South 
Street. Report of subjects 
burning items.

Saturday, 3:42 p.m., 600 
block of Kathryn Circle. 
Report of a potentially 
injured dog.

Saturday, 4:43 p.m., 600 
block of West Ohio Street. 
Caller reported dog attack 
from neighbor’s dog.

Saturday, 5:56 p.m., 
South Main and East Poplar 
streets. Report of loose gold-
en retriever causing traffic 
issues.

Saturday, 7:12 p.m., 1200 
block of West Washing-
ton Street. Report of verbal 
argument.

Saturday, 8:14 p.m., Save 
On Liquor South. Report of 
intoxicated driver.

Saturday, 9:50 p.m., 1200 
block of Lancaster Street. 
Report of domestic issue, 
two subjects arrested.

Saturday, 9:50 p.m., 900 
block of Riverview Drive. 
Report of juveniles ding-
dong-ditching.

Sunday, 12:24 a.m., Any-
time Fitness. Caller reported 
someone vandalized his car 
with silly string and toilet 
paper.

Sunday, 4:19 a.m., North 
Main Street and East 300 
North. Intoxicated driver 
arrested.

Sunday, 9:13 a.m., 1100 
West South Street. Report of 
runaway juvenile.

Sunday, 3:14 p.m., 300 
block of Arrowhead Trail. 
Officer fixed subjects TV.

Sunday, 3:28 p.m., 300 
block of West Wabash 
Street. Report of neighbors 
throwing trash in yard.

Sunday, 5:13 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Report of 
domestic issue.

Sunday, 9:24 p.m., 1400 
block of Hunter Road. Wel-
fare check requested for 
currently unoccupied house 
with lights on.

Monday, 11:50 p.m., 
Bluffton Police Department. 
Subject requested informa-

tion regarding property.
County:
Friday, 1:25 p.m., West 

800 S and 300 W, Poneto. 
Report of a loose horse. Sub-
ject advised it was his neigh-
hhhhbors’.

Friday, 2:51 p.m., North 
100 E and 400 N, Bluffton. 
Driver cited for speeding 64 
in a 45 mph zone.

Friday, 4:35 p.m., North 
Tracy and East Logan 
streets, Markle. Report of 
motorcyclist flashing gun at 
drivers.

Friday, 5:31 p.m., U.S. 
224 and 800 E, Craigville. 
Travis Lee arrested on war-
rant.

Friday, 6:13 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Travis lee 
served additional warrant.

Friday, 6:15 p.m., 7800 
North Marzane Road, Mar-
kle. Report of domestic 
issue.

Friday, 7:27 p.m., 14 
block of East Washington 
Street, Poneto. Caller report-
ed domestic issue.

Friday, 9:57 p.m., 1100 
S 300 W, Montpelier. Caller 
reported they were followed 
home.

Saturday, 1:11 p.m., 
South 800 E and 300 S, 
Bluffton. Report of grass 
clippings in roadway.

Saturday, 5:00 p.m., 
South 200 W and West 1000 
S, Keystone. Report of sus-
picious vehicle.

Saturday, 9:10 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Carrie Garrett.

Saturday, 10:20 p.m., 
West Hale Street and North 
Wausau Court, Bluffton. 
Report of threatening.

Sunday, 8:57 a.m., 7800 
North Marzane Road, Mar-
kle. Officer stood by for 
property retrieval.

Sunday, 5:36 p.m., 2600 
West 200 North, Bluffton. 
Caller reported someone 
maybe stealing chickens.

Sunday, 8:33 p.m., 300 
block of East Central Ave-
nue, Bluffton. Sex offender 
registration violation report-
ed.

Monday, 9:41 a.m., East 
900 S and South Meridian 
Road, Keystone. Report of 
semi blocking road.

Ossian:
Sunday, 5:25 p.m., 600 

W 1100 N, Ossian. Stolen 
camper located.

ACCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, 2:03 p.m., 

Walmart. William F. Gil-
son, 52, Berne, was enter-
ing a parking spot in a 1998 
Dodge Dakota and scrapped 
against the adjacent parked 
2014 Chrysler 300. Damage 
did not exceed $1,000. 

Friday, 3:59 p.m., Bluff-
ton High School. Hayden 

Alfeld, 16, Bluffton, was 
driving a 2011 Buick 
LaCross behind a construc-
tion vehicle, whose driver 
extended his left hand 
near the entrance of one 
of the parking lots. Alfeld 
thought the driver was 
signalling to pass, but the 
vehicle began turning left 
and they collided. There 
was no damage to the con-
struction vehicle. Damage 
exceeded $2,500. 

Saturday, 3:50 p.m., 
Wayne Street at State Street. 
Maksym M. Anoka, 19, 
Remington, Indiana, was 
backing a 2013 Ford Edge, 
out of a driveway and struck 
a 2013 Fiat 500 driven by 
Amelia Fritz, 16, Bluffton, 
traveling south on Wayne 
Street. Damage exceeded 
$5,000. 

Monday, 1:02 p.m., S.R. 
1, 100 ft. north of Dustman 
Road. Georgia A. Whinery, 
63, Bluffton, was stopped 
driving a 2008 Chevrolet 
Impala and was struck by 
a 1991 Chevrolet Corvette 
driven by Michael E. Braner, 
43, Montpelier. Braner said 
the sun was in his eyes and 
he couldn’t tell if the Impala 
was braking until it was too 
late to avoid collision. Dam-
age exceeded $2,500. 

FIRES
Sunday, 4:44 p.m., 600 

block of Beth Avenue, Bluff-
ton. Report of grass fire. 
Appeared to be burn pit.

ARRESTS
Trisha Renea Humphrey, 

42, Bluffton; probation vio-
lation, a Level 6 felony, and 
possession of parapherna-
lia, a Class C misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $500.

Kenneth Ray Humphrey 
II, 35, Bluffton; probation 
violation, a Level 4 felony. 
No bond set.

Travis Aaron Lee, 40, 
Decatur; invasion of privacy, 
possession of paraphernalia, 
and placement of 911 calls 
prohibited, all Class A mis-
demeanors, and false report-
ing, a Class B misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $2,500.

Crystal Michelle Gam-
ble, 38, Fort Wayne; driv-
ing while suspended - prior, 
a Class A misdemeanor. 
Booked and released.

Carrie Sue Garrett, 50, 
Dunkirk; probation viola-
tion. No bond set.

Matthew R. Banas, 35, 
Bluffton; domestic battery 
and false informing, both 
Class A misdemeanors. 
Bond set at $26,500.

Hermes Jose Flores Cas-
tillo, 30 Fort Wayne; oper-
ating with an ACE of .15 or 
more and operating while 
intoxicated – endangerment, 
both Class A misdemeanors. 
Bond set at $1,500.
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Honoring first 
responders

The Bluffton Masonic Lodge 
honored first responders 

at an appreciation banquet 
held on Oct. 2 at their Cherry 

Street lodge hall. Seventy-
five guests, including Mayor 
John Whicker, his wife, and 

members of the Bluffton Fire 
Department, Bluffton and Fort 

Wayne police departments 
attended. The event featured 
a meal and keynote presen-
tation by Moises Gomez, a 
New Jersey first responder 

and Freemason, who shared 
insights from his 9/11 World 

Trade Center response. 
Attendees also received Chal-

lenge Coins acknowledging 
their selfless service. Pictured 

is Adam Harder and Jeff 
Woodward presenting Brothe 

Moises Gomez with an honory 
membership to Bluffton Lodge 

No 145. (Photo provided)

Mary Emma Holmes, 89, of 
Warren, passed away on Fri-
day, Oct. 4, 2024, at Heritage 
Pointe of Warren. 

Mary Emma was born on 
Dec. 31, 1934, to Hiram Barnes 
and Mary Jane (McFarren) Adsit 
in Warren. She graduated from 
Warren High School in 1952 
and was a member of Solid 
Rock Church. She married Don-
ald Eugene Holmes on March 
13, 1971, in Marion. He preced-
ed her in death on March 8, 1995. Mary 
Emma retired as the office manager and 
bookkeeper of Eckman Motors where she 
worked for more than 30 years. 

She always enjoyed serving others 
and her community. Mary Emma was a 
member of Beta Delta Chapter Sigma Phi 
Gamma International Sorority, a member 
of the Los Amigas Bridge Club, a member 
of the American Legion Auxiliary, honor-
ary member of On Our Own Handicap 
Club, an honorary member of WHS class 

of 1931, a member of the Sala-
monie Valley Historical Society 
where she was also an assis-
tant at the museum, a member 
of the Bicentennial Committee, 
a member of Boehmer Wesley-
an Service Guild, and Warren 
United Methodist WSCS. Mary 
Emma won the Samuel Jones 
award in the town of Warren in 
2009. Mary Emma will always 
be remembered for her dedica-
tion and willingness to help.

Mary Emma was preceded in death by 
her parents, Hiram and Mary Jane Adsit, 
husband, Donald Eugene Holmes, and 
brother, Hiram B. Adsit Jr.

Mary Emma will be laid to rest along-
side her husband at Woodlawn Cemetery 
in Warren.

Arrangements have been entrusted to 
Glancy-H. Brown & Son Funeral Home in 
Warren, Indiana.

Online condolences can be made by 
visiting glancyfuneralhomes.com

Marry Emma Holmes, 89

By JULIE CARR SMYTH 
Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Former 
U.S. Rep. Dave Hobson of Ohio has died. 
He was 87. His family said in a state-
ment that Hobson died Sunday night at 
Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton after a 
short illness. Hobson was a Republican 
and was first elected to Congress in 1990. 

He spent 18 years on Capitol Hill, where 
he worked to improve military housing 
and boost federal funding for defense 
research at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base. In 2004, Hobson helped establish a 
visitor center and museum at the Ameri-
can Cemetery in Normandy, France, that 
honors U.S. soldiers killed during World 
War II.

Dave Hobson, Ohio congressman who 
backed D-Day museum, has died at 87

At its regular weekly meeting on Thurs-
day, Oct. 10, Ossian Rotary will host Leah 
Brown, Bluffton resident and recently 
returned foreign exchange student from a 
year of studying in the southeastern Asian 
country of Thailand. 

Since 1929, Rotary International has 
conducted a very active program of both 
sending and receiving exchange students 
around the world. Currently, about 9,000 
students participate annually, sponsored by 
local Rotary clubs, living with multiple host 
families and attending school during their 
exchange year.

Brown grew up in both Cincinnati and 
Bluffton, and currently lives in Bluffton. 
She is now continuing her education as a 

senior at Bluffton High School.
During Thursday’s meeting, Brown will 

share her experiences in Thailand as a Rota-
ry Youth Exchange Student, and will answer 
questions from those in attendance.

Anyone is welcome to attend Ossian 
Rotary this Thursday morning, at 7:30 at 
First Baptist Church of Ossian, 1001 Dehner 
Drive for this program. Please note that if 
Norwell Schools has a weather delay or can-
cellation due to weather, Ossian Rotary will 
cancel its meeting for that day.

For more information, please contact 
Matthew Gullion, Ossian Rotary President, 
at mwgullion@gmail.com. Next Thursday, 
Oct. 17, Ossian Rotary will host Lauren 
Smith, traveling vet tech.

Ossian Rotary to welcome 
Thailand exchange student home

Sergeant Brian Walker who serves as 
the public information officer at the Fort 
Wayne Post of the Indiana State Police will 
be speaking on Wednesday, Oct. 9 at the 
Bluffton Optimist Club. He will be sharing 
information about safety when driving near 

school buses. 
The Optimist Club meets each Wednes-

day at 11:30 a.m. for lunch at the Hoosier 
House Restaurant in Bluffton. Visitors and 
guests are welcome to attend to hear the 
speaker and learn about the Optimist Club.

Sergeant Brian Walker to 
speak at Bluffton Optimist Club
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I’m one of many who will find 
himself this election season having to 
hold his nose as I vote for my presi-
dential choice. I think a fair number of 
Americans may be in the same camp. 
I’m also one of those who probably 
thinks too much. Thinks too much 
about what is important versus, say, 
what’s urgent or hot or cute. One of the 
questions I keep asking myself is, how 
did we ever get here? How did we get 
to where these two choices are the best 
we can do?

I’ve spent a good deal 
of life managing other 
people’s money. I also 
taught college-level eco-
nomics for 20 years. Both 
important endeavors I’m 
glad to have undertaken. 
I know that money and 
economics have real importance in this world, and they 
should. but they’re not ultimately important things.

That may offend or upset some, but I think we live in 
an unserious country of too many unserious people. We 
largely want to be free to do whatever we want, espe-
cially be entertained, fed, kept comfortable and safe. So, 
we look for leaders who will avoid the hard stuff; things 
like $35 trillion dollar deficits, growing at about $2 tril-
lion a year. Many of us are pretty determined to ignore 
our nation’s sworn enemies who must marvel at the 
unseriousness of America’s leaders to confront them. Let 
alone, our unseriousness about what are we to do with 
our porous borders, growing lawlessness in many cities, a 
failing educational complex from kindergarten to univer-
sity, where their own unserious leaders see great issues in 
stuff like, “Are our children respecting diversity enough? 
Are they learning the evils of fossil fuels? Are they 
learning enough about the failures of America? Are they 
exposed to a vigorous debate over whether each of us is 
really a male or female? Or does it even matter?” Our 
universities contextualize important stuff like, “What’s 
wrong with a little socialism, nihilism, anti-Americanism 
or antisemitism?”

To me, at least, these are all marks of a deeply, unseri-
ous people who need unserious leaders to, above all, take 
our feelings and our pet virtues seriously.

We can’t say we haven’t been warned about this 
numerous times by those long, dead patriarchs we some-
times have the gall to call our nation’s “Founders,” as 
well as some faithful former religious and political lead-
ers. G.K. Chesterton was right when he said, “When 
men choose not to believe in God, they do not thereafter 
believe in nothing. They … become capable of believing 
in anything.” The increasing secularization of our culture, 
including its hypersexuality without commitment in mar-
riage and the lack of interest in church attendance, espe-
cially by younger people, gives credence to Chesterton’s 
point.

If political leadership today is understanding what the 
masses want and giving it to them (“good and hard, too,” 
as per H.L. Mencken); if political leadership represents 
what the masses believe — from entitlement to redis-
tributing other people’s money, to limitless abortion, to 
no bail for criminal behavior, to no restraints on human 
behavior — that reflects who we are.

We, Americans today, will get what we deserve.
And what we want; what has become paramount for 

so many of us are the fulfillment of our personal desires 
and fantasies, not the hard work and delayed gratification 
of developing character nor the greater good of the nation 
or its people — even our children.  

We want fun. Now!
Some wonder where the adults are — those of drink-

ing age, at least. But really, we need more grown-ups. 
Far too many adults today are suffering from arrested 
development or terminal adolescence. It’s like doing high 
school all over again, but this time with money and with-
out a curfew.

A little older but a near contemporary of Chesterton’s 
was C.S. Lewis. A man with a mind and a soul well 
worth reading. He stated in “The Abolition of Man”: “We 
make men without chests and expect from them virtue 
and enterprise. We laugh at honor and are shocked to find 
traitors in our midst.”

Today, voter surveys tell us that over 60 percent of 
Americans think we are on “the wrong track.” So why 
do we keep picking leaders who keep us there? Is it their 
looks? Their money? Do they entertain us with a laugh or 
a clever remark? Do they have a big-enough social media 
presence? I think the truth is they represent who we are, at 
our core. Or aspire to be — rich, famous, attractive, fun.

John Adams, another Founder and one of those dead, 
white guys lots of us fret about; one of many who, way 
back when, in the last eight words of the Declaration 
of Independence, “pledged his life, his fortune and his 
sacred honor” to underwrite this great nation, remarked 
that “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and 
religious people.”

What happens when most of us no longer care about 
orthodox morality or religion? I guess we get the kinds of 
presidential candidates we do. 

Good and hard, too.
May God have mercy on us.

James O’Donnell, M.B.A., is the retired, emeritus, Luke J. Peters 
Professor of Business and Economics and Executive-in-Resident at 

Huntington University. He has presented an annual economic review and 
forecast via the Wells County Chamber of Commerce for several years.

America’s flirtation 
with national suicide

Hoosier
Opinions

Jim
O’Donnell

When Hamas terrorists burst through the Gaza 
fence at 7:43 a.m. on Oct. 7, 2023, they turned the 
Middle East upside down. The vaunted Israeli military 
was unprepared and vulnerable as Hamas stormed 
through Israeli settlements and military bases, butch-
ering people at will. The Israeli Superman seemed to 
have lost his cape.

“Where’s the IDF?” frightened Israelis asked as 
they waited for the Israel Defense Forces to arrive. 
One of Israel’s top security officials told me the fol-
lowing month that the nation was so traumatized that 
it couldn’t make good decisions about its security. 
But Israel had more time to work with, and a stronger 
national will, than it appeared in those first weeks.

A year later, the shape of the Middle East is indeed 
different, but not in the way that most observers 
would have predicted. The military power of Hamas 
is hobbled, and its remaining fighters hide in an 
underground lair that increasingly resembles a dun-
geon. Hezbollah, the most ferocious of Iran’s proxies, 
is reeling after the decapitation of its leadership. Iran 
has tried to retaliate, but Israeli defenses stop most of 
its missiles and drones.

This year has reminded us that warfare is about 
unspeakable violence. Etched in my memory is a 
video of a Hamas fighter joyously telephoning his 
mother in Gaza to boast how many Jews he had 
killed; I recall, too, a senior Israeli officer blandly 
insisting to me that the IDF was limiting civilian 
casualties, even as the world saw images of dead Pal-
estinian children in Gaza, day after day. Israel restored 
deterrence but amid a field of tens of thousands of 
dead and several million displaced civilians.

The power equation in the Middle East has 
changed over the past year. That’s what the leaders of 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have told 
the White House in recent days. Israel is up, Iran is 
down, and the moderate Arabs, no matter what they 
say in public, appear to be content. The Arab states 
have diplomatic ties to Iran, but during this year of 
war they have continued to operate a joint air-defense 
system with Israel. Saudi officials tell the White 
House that they still hope to pursue normalization 
with Israel, when the hurricane of war has passed.

The outcome of war can seem inevitable in retro-
spect. Historians tell us the Confederacy could never 
have hoped to outlast the industrial might of the 
Union. Similarly, we know in hindsight that Imperial 
Japan could not have sustained the momentum of its 
surprise Pearl Harbor attack and that Soviet commu-
nism would collapse of its own corruption and incom-
petence.

But those outcomes were purchased in blood, day 
by day. So, too, with Israel’s Gaza and Lebanon wars. 
And over the past year, with Hamas and Hezbollah 
hidden in dense urban areas, it was Palestinian and 
Lebanese civilians who paid the most terrible price.

The agony for Palestinian civilians in Gaza has 
been, for most of us, a collection of horrifying snap-
shots: Wounded children cradled in their parents’ 
arms, or stretchers being carried through shattered 
buildings. A personal glimpse of this horror came in 

48 installments of a Gaza diary by “Ziad,” 
a 35-year-old Palestinian, published by 
the Guardian newspaper over the first six 
months of the war.

Although Ziad’s full identity is not dis-
closed, his chronicle of the war is believ-
able to me because the details are so ordi-
nary: The impossibility of sleep amid the 
sound of explosions; the difficulty of caring 
for pets; the degrading lack of personal 
hygiene; the sense of meaninglessness; the 
fear of death. During the first two weeks 
of war, the price of renting a generator 
increased eightfold, as did the cost of a taxi 
ride, according to the diary. Gaza was a box, and Ziad 
and his family were trapped.

The Biden administration this year has been an 
eager but stunningly unsuccessful peacemaker. That 
wasn’t for lack of effort. CIA Director William J. 
Burns and National Security Council Middle East 
Director Brett McGurk made perhaps a dozen media-
tion trips to the region, aided by Egyptian and Qatari 
officials.

But the Biden team’s efforts mostly proved futile. 
This wasn’t Henry Kissinger’s version of shuttle 
diplomacy. The Hamas decision-maker Yahya Sinwar 
was in a tunnel under Gaza, having taken the enclave 
into the horror of war, Sinwar preferred martyrdom 
to compromise. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
claimed to be interested in a cease-fire and hostage 
deal, but his lodestar was his own political survival.

Netanyahu’s oscillating fortunes have punctu-
ated the war. He was an outcast a year ago, deeply 
unpopular within his country and scorned by some 
commentators as the worst prime minister in Israeli 
history. But Netanyahu held on, like a man dangling 
from the edge of a skyscraper, and by last week even 
his critics in Israel were applauding the destruction of 
Hezbollah.

If there was one consistent theme, other than the 
resilience of Israel’s military and intelligence services, 
it was the lack of clear Israeli thinking about what 
would come next. Netanyahu ignored planning for the 
“day after” in Gaza and is making the same mistake 
now as the IDF shatters Lebanon.

Perhaps Israel’s sword of vengeance has broken 
the power of Iran and its boldest proxies, as Netan-
yahu and his supporters seem to hope. But this is the 
Middle East. A more likely outcome is that, at a cost 
of so many thousands of dead, this war has restored 
the old paradigm of a strong Israel that can crush its 
enemies — until the next round.

Perhaps the saddest legacy of this war will be 
that it could so easily happen again. We all know the 
adage about those who don’t learn from history. When 
we see the hardened faces of Israelis, Palestinians and 
Lebanese, we know that many of them are thinking 
about the next conflict, even as they fight this one. 
The displaced Gazans, the stunned Hezbollah fight-
ers, aren’t likely to forget. And in the Middle East, 
memory is an addictive drug, and a poison.

Follow David Ignatius @IgnatiusPost on X.

David
Ignatius

What Oct. 7 didn’t change

Lebanon then and now
The year was 1982. I 

was in Israel when the IDF 
crossed the Northern border 
to root out terrorist sanctuar-
ies in southern Lebanon. The 
government of Prime Minis-
ter Menachem Begin called 
it “ Operation Peace for Gali-
lee.” The deputy press secre-
tary invited me to accompany 
him into Lebanon.

We went through Tyre 
and Sidon to the outskirts of 
Beirut. I saw weapons pro-
vided by the Eastern European 
communist bloc stacked in park-
ing garages, schools, hospitals and 
other civilian locations. Nothing has 
changed since then as the terrorists, 
who are called by different names, 
but with the same goal, want Israel to 
bomb those targets, hoping civilians 
will be killed so Israel will be blamed 
for “targeting civilians.”

Forty-two years ago, Lebanese 
civilians cheered the IDF and offered 
free coffee and Lebanese flags to the 
troops, even to me.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu is right to ignore the 
pleadings of President Biden for a 
cease fire and a “diplomatic solu-
tion.” He has heard that before and it 
only allowed Israel’s enemies to re-
group for a future attack.

As former Israeli diplomat Yoram 
Ettinger writes in his newsletter: 
“Israel fights Hezbollah, which is 
a global epicenter - second only to 
Iran’s Ayatollahs - of anti-US terror-
ism, drug trafficking and money laun-
dering, extending from the Middle 

East to the American con-
tinent. As a proxy of Iran’s 
Ayatollahs, Hezbollah has 
proliferated terrorist cells 
in the U.S. ... and has car-
ried out terror assaults on 
U.S. installations in the 
Middle East and beyond. 
Moreover, since the early 
1980s, Hezbollah has 
collaborated with drug 
cartels in Mexico, Colom-
bia, Bolivia, Ecuador 
and Brazil; has trained 

Latin American terrorists 
(on their way to the U.S.) ... and has 
systematically attempted to topple 
all pro-U.S. ‘apostate’ Sunni Arab 
regimes...”

It is not just in Israel’s interest that 
Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas 
in Gaza be crushed, it is also in the 
interest of the United States, some-
thing too many administrations have 
ignored. Rather than support Israel’s 
right to victory over its enemies, 
those administrations, including the 
current one, continue with the false 
belief that terrorists can be appeased 
by giving them what they want. What 
they want - and openly say they want 
- is the eradication of the Jewish state 
after which they are coming after us 
and as Ettinger notes, are already on 
the way. Given our effectively open 
border, some may already be here.

In 2006, the UN passed Resolu-
tion 1701. Its purpose was to end that 
war between Israel and the terrorists 
in Lebanon who were then and are 
now in control of that country. As the 
Associated Press reported: “(under 

Resolution 1701) Israeli forces would 
fully withdraw while the Lebanese 
army and UNIFIL — Hezbollah 
excluded — would be the exclusive 
armed presence south of Lebanon’s 
Litani River. The Lebanese state 
was to have full sovereignty over its 
south. Meanwhile, up to 15,000 U.N. 
peacekeepers would help to maintain 
calm, return displaced Lebanese and 
secure the area alongside the Leba-
nese military. The goal was long-term 
security, with land borders eventually 
demarcated to resolve territorial dis-
putes.”

As with so much else in the region, 
the resolution eventually became hol-
low.

Lebanon was once known as the 
“Switzerland of the Middle East.” 
Now it has been wracked by war and 
terrorism, fueled by Islamic fanati-
cism.

In war, victory should be the only 
goal, lest the war be prolonged and 
new ones started. It is worth noting 
two of the greatest statements about 
victory by two World War II leaders. 
In 1943, President Franklin Roosevelt 
said that war against Germany and 
Japan would not end until “total vic-
tory” was achieved. In his inaugural 
speech after becoming Britain’s war 
time leader, Winston Churchill said: 
“Victory at all costs, Victory in spite 
of all terror, Victory however long 
and hard the road may be.”

That now appears to be the goal of 
Prime Minister Netanyahu. It is the 
right one for Israel, the U.S. and the 
West.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

Cal 
Thomas
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Gloria’s spirits are lifted by Saturday rainbows
I rolled over and opened my eyes 

a wee bit. An orange cloud caught my 
attention in the west. It was unusual, 
so I pulled myself over to the open 
window and blinked in the morning 
stillness.

It was 6:30 on Saturday morning. I 
slid the screen up to give me a clearer 
view of the color display of blue skies 
with orange-peach-colored clouds. 
“Hmm, this can’t be a coincidence,” I 
told myself. The night before, at bed-
time, I once more gave my struggles 
over to God, thinking maybe there 
will be a break by morning.

Something began to happen as I sat 
there watching the clouds slowly shift 
and shuffle. At first it made me feel 
a tad eerie. It couldn’t be true, still I 
knew my eyes really weren’t play-
ing tricks, it was real. In that morning 
quiet, the sun shone onto the beautiful 
clouds, and a rainbow began to form. 
There was no rain in sight, not even 
a trace of a sprinkle. I knew beyond 
any shadow of a doubt that God heard 
the cry of my heart and came close to 
show his provision. I still had not the 
slightest idea of how he would work 
things out, but I also knew I didn’t 
need to know.

The words from a song, “A Rain-
bow of Promise”, rang in my mind. 
Though I did not know the song 
very well, friends had sung it on our 
voicemail two years ago after my hus-
band’s passing. I knew the song must 
be precious to them, knowing they 
too, are acquainted with grief.

I sat there, pondering over it all. 
The rainbow showed its colors right 
over the area with clouds. It struck 
me, isn’t that a picture of life? Rain-
bows appear where clouds reside. I 
watched until it faded completely, 
then fetched my Bible and randomly 
flipped it open. My heart beat with 
adoration to my Maker as I read the 
first verse, “Look to the earth beneath 

and the heavens above...” As my 
eyes scanned the verses following, 
it brought to light how the trials of 
today are all passing by, but my obe-
dience to God in the moment will 
have effects lasting forever. I breathed 
deep. It was true, God understands, 
and because of his love he does not 
expect me to even feel great or like a 
noble Christian. He loves me the way 
I am right now.

Pushing my Bible to the side I took 
my seat on the edge of the bed once 
more, as I gazed out the window.

Wonder of wonders, what do you 
think I saw? Yes, that’s right, another 
rainbow! I looked, then looked again; 
there was no hint of rain anywhere, 
just a partial rainbow shining its bril-
liance on the top part.

Once more, I gazed and I mar-
veled. Yes, it was a Saturday morn-
ing, which meant a day at the home 
of coordinating inside work, such 
as house cleaning, as well as outside 
work, including yard and farm work. I 
loved those days, but on the real note, 
it can also be intense. What a comfort 
to have a token from above that God 
knows and sees. The day wasn’t per-
fect, but it was good.

Last night, before we went to 
bed, we were surprised to discover 
“The Rainbow of Promise” song on 
our voicemail once more. When my 
friends from Ohio found out that we’d 
like to learn it, they sang it again for 
us. My heart was touched, surely God 
provides through his children all over!

Early this morning, when little 
Joshua couldn’t sleep with a round of 
poison ivy all over his face, that song 

came back in my mind, then again 
and again. So, dear friends, it is a 
promise, not only for a select few, but 
for everyone.

We are promised hope when we 
lean in on him; like those words 
reminds us, “A rainbow of courage 
from the Father above, A rainbow of 
shelter when the storm clouds arise...”

No one likes thunder in their lives, 
but do take a moment to consider 
what life would be like if we all got 
what we ever wanted. I don’t know 
about you, but I know I would not 
trade a life of ease with a life that 
keeps me returning to God.

There are no recipes for rainbows, 
just as God is also the only one to 
bring rainbows into our hearts amidst 
hard times.

I would enjoy passing a recipe on 
to you that we used for our neighbor 
girl’s wedding. Joshua went with me 
to make it and was happy  to help taste 
each batch. We scooped it into 375 
individual containers for the guests. 
and if you prefer natural sweeteners, 
just swap out the powdered sugar for 
a sweetener of your choice.

STRAWBERRY BUTTER
2 cups butter, softened
1- 8 oz cream cheese, softened
1 cup powdered sugar
1 1/4 cup strawberry jam
1 teas vanilla
Cream butter, cream cheese and 

powdered sugar together then whip in 
jam and vanilla.

Delicious over dinner rolls or fresh 
bread!

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

The ‘Tom Sawyer’ cast
Above, members of the cast of Mark Twain’s “Tom Sawyer” will be ready to entertain you on Oct. 10, 11, 12, at the Auditorium, 
428 South Oak St. in Bluffton. Tickets are $15. Standing left to right are Ralph Tuttle (Judge Thatcher), Mia Sprunger (Mrs. 
Thatcher), Mike Downey (Muff Potter), Paul Morgan (Injun JOe), Callie Fischer (Townsperson) and Matt Elwell (Rev. Sprague) 
while on the bench are Kim Downey (Mrs. Harper), Joyce Fischer (Widow Douglas) and Pat White (Mrs. Walters). Above right, 
Aidan Wood, at left, will portray Tom Sawyer while Tom Haynie will be Mr. Dobbins. Lower right, Other cast members of “Tom 
Sawyer” include left to right Cooper Wood (Susan Harper), Emmalee Kelley (Gracie Miller) and Gabriel Fischer (Alfred Temple). 
(Photos provided)

Buttons and pumpkins 
were combined in the 
craft offered at the Senior 
Snippets class at the Wells 
County Public Library 
as participants created 
pumpkin pictures at the 
first session of the fall 
series.

An outline of a pump-
kin was traced onto a 
piece of burlap and then 
orange and green buttons 

were glued into place. In 
the top photo Elaine Mill-
er was  arranging buttons 
to complete her design 
while at the right are three 
of the completed versions.

The crafters will meet 
three more Wednesday 
afternoons at the  remain-
ing sessions in the series 
jointly sponsored by the 
Bluffton Parks Depart-
ment and the library.

Fall crafts at Senior Snippets class 

Tego’s Tips: Waived 
adoption fees on all cats/
kittens that have already 
been spayed/neutered. 
They are all very sweet 
and friendly with many 
to choose from. Tego

These are just a few pets 
available for adoption at 
the Wells County Animal 
Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., 
Bluffton. For more informa-
tion call 824-6063.

Pixie is a five-month-old, 
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

Gunner is a five-month-
old, domestic short hair, 
neutered male.

Griffin is a five-month-old, 
domestic short hair, neu-
tered male.

A Talk with Tego
Pumpkin path 

at Botanical 
Conservatory

Throughout the month 
of October the Fort Wayne 
Botanical Conservatory will 
open their outdoor display 
of pumpkins during regular 
hours.

The site offers a variety 
of pumpkin displays as well 
as photo opportunities.

A garden Trick or Treat 
event will be held on Satur-
day, Oct. 10, from noon to 
3 p.m. Regular admission 
applies.

Admission is $7 for 
adults, $5 for those 3-17 and 
free to those 2 and under. 
Regular hours are 10 a.m. 
tor 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday and noon to 4 p.m.  
on Sunday.
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TUESDAY, OCT 8
BOYS TENNIS: (Regional) Peru at Bluff-

ton, 5 p.m.
BOYS SOCCER: (Sectional) Norwell vs. 

Woodlan at Concordia, 7 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: East Noble at Norwell, 7 

p.m.; Anderson Prep at Southern Wells, 7 
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, OCT 9
VOLLEYBALL: North Side at Bluffton, 7 

p.m.; Wes-Del at Southern Wells, 7 p.m.
THURSDAY, OCT 10
GIRLS SOCCER: (Sectional) Canterbury/

Heritage at Norwell, 5 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Huntington North at Nor-

well, 7 p.m.; Southern Wells at Adams Cen-

tral, 7 p.m.
FRIDAY, OCT 11
FOOTBALL: Bluffton at Adams Central, 

7 p.m.; Norwell at Huntington North, 7 p.m.; 
Southern Wells at Heritage, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT 12
CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Bluffton, 

Southern Wells ACAC meet at South Adams, 
11 a.m.; Norwell at Delta Eagle Invitational, 
10:30 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Maconaquah 
Invitational, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, OCT 14
No events scheduled
TUESDAY, OCT 15
No events scheduled

High School Calendar

By RYAN WALKER
Norwell entered The Tiger Den and came 

out a victor over county rival Bluffton on 
Monday night.

The Knights (15-10) made it quick and 
defeated the Tigers (8-17) in straight sets, 
wanting no part in the five-set thrillers the 
two have gone through the past two seasons.

“I think they’re a little extra excited,” 
Norwell head coach Kayla Hunter said. 
“There’s always more emotions in this game 
for whatever reason — probably on both 
sides. It feels good just to take care of busi-
ness and you feel like you can exhale a little 
bit.”

With the win over the Tigers and South-
ern Wells, that will make Norwell the top 
dog in Wells County for volleyball.

Norwell won by scores of 25-23, 25-18 
and 25-20. All sets were close, and in fact, 
Bluffton held the lead in each of them in the 
early parts of the period.

But it was Bluffton without the killer 
instinct it needed to hold on and Norwell’s 
part in not quitting. Both coaches admitted 
their teams need to be stronger, but in the 
opposite areas: Norwell wants to start quick-
er and Bluffton wants to finish games.

Bluffton’s coach Caylee Pyle was com-
plimentary of her team’s efforts against a 
strong Norwell team that is starting to hit its 
stride and get healthy with Macie Saalfrank 
back from injury. A point of emphasis is get-
ting her team to believe in themselves.

“We’re starting to play at the level we 
can,” Pyle said. “We’re starting to believe 
it a little bit more. We’re starting to push 
ourselves a little bit harder, but it’s not 
cohesive throughout the entire set. We 
have sparks and highlights of great things 
in certain places, and then we fall short in 
other places. We’re working on that full 
circle connection.”

She also mentioned that she’s seeing her 

Tigers reap the benefits of working on their 
defense throughout the season. Players are 
moving better, covering spots and finding a 
rhythm in communication.

Hunter also shared an area of growth 
from her team.

She has been preaching the mental tough-
ness for her team over the past few weeks 
and believes that the Knights are starting to 
click.

Saalfrank’s return to the team has certain-
ly helped as one of Norwell’s anchors and 
adds a piece to the puzzle that’s been miss-
ing all season. Saalfrank led the team with 
18 assists, 11 kills and eight digs Monday 
night.

Because of that and the team’s ups and 
downs, they could have something cook-
ing. 

“I was proud of the way we fought 
and they finished well in all three of those 
(sets),” Hunter said. “I don’t know at the 
beginning of the season they would have 
finished like that because they’ve definitely 
grown mentally that way.”

Norwell stat leaders: Saalfrank with 18 
assists, 11 kills and eight digs, Izzy Ander-
son and Emma Vachon three aces and Van-
essa Rosswurm four blocks.

Bluffton stat leaders: Maryn Schreiber 
seven kills, Isla Gibson 14 assists, Marly 
Drayer two aces and 18 digs and Sophie 
Eisenhut two blocks.

Norwell won the junior varsity match 2-1 
(18-25, 25-17, 15-10).

The Tigers were led by Lucy Mace with 
seven kills, Kamryn Ault 15 assists and 
Jaida Mills 18 digs.

Bluffton will host North Side for its final 
regular season match of the season starting 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 9.

Norwell will return to The Castle and 
face East Noble at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 8.

ryan@news-banner.com

Norwell’s junior varsity football team 
made a 15-point second half comeback to 
beat DeKalb on Monday.

The Knights were down 21-6 at the half 
but scored 15 straight points to come out 
with a 26-21 victory over the Barons.

On the offense, Lance Meriwether con-
nected with Cooper Bunn for a 13-yard 
touchdown pass. Meriwether reached 
Jack Richardson as well on a tipped pass 

for a six-yard score. On the ground, Kay-
din Inostroza (one yard) and Meriwether 
(47 yards) scored touchdowns. Connor 
Fojtik scored on a two-point conversion 
carry.

On the defense side, Meriwether picked 
off a pass.

On special teams, the Knights shined 
with a Brock Zent blocked a PAT ad a Cart-
er Costello recovered an onside kick.

By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — 
Kerry Carpenter hit a three-run 
homer off Cleveland’s All-Star 
closer Emmanuel Clase in the 
ninth inning, and the Detroit 
Tigers stunned the Guardians 
3-0 in Game 2 on Monday to 
even their AL Division Series 
at one game apiece.

Carpenter connected for a 
423-foot shot with two outs off Clase, who 
had not given up a run since Aug. 30 and led 
the American League with 47 saves.

“To do it off him is special,” said Carpen-
ter. “He’s one of the best.”’

Detroit ace Tarik Skubal pitched seven 
shutout innings, increasing his postseason 
total to 13, before the Tigers put together a 
rare big inning against the almost unhittable 
Clase.

The intimidating right-hander has domi-
nated hitters all season — he hasn’t blown a 
save since May — and was making just his 
second multi-inning appearance of 2024.

Jake Rogers and Trey Sweeney hit con-
secutive two-out singles. Carpenter, who 
entered an inning earlier as a pinch-hitter, 
turned on Clase’s third straight slider, send-
ing the ball into the right-field seats and 
shocking Cleveland’s rowdy home crowd.

“How about those three two-out hits?” 
Tigers manager A.J. Hinch said.

Guardians manager Stephen Vogt didn’t 
regret using Clase for more than one inning.

“Emmanuel has been locked down all 
year,” Vogt said. “He’s been nearly perfect. 
He’s human, too. These things are going to 
happen, and it’s unfortunate the timing of 
when it did, but at the same time he’s going 
to have the ball in the ninth again.

“This is the best closer in the game for a 
reason, and they just happened to get him 
tonight.”

The homer drove in the first runs of the 
series for the Tigers, who have been finding 
ways to win for months. Detroit went 31-13 
after Aug. 11 to qualify for the postseason 
and then stunned the AL West champion 
Houston Astros in the Wild Card Series.

They’re at it again and head home to 
Comerica Park for Games 3 and 4 on 
Wednesday and Thursday with a chance to 
advance.

“You come to this environment, on the 

road, and it’s a five-game 
series,” Tigers manager A.J. 
Hinch said. “When you get 
that emotional win and go 
back home 1-1, you feel like 
you got one on their home 
turf.

“We now have two games 
at our place. We know it’s 
going to be electric. We know 
Detroit has waited a really 
long time for a playoff game. 

We’re going to have a couple of them and a 
chance to take control of this series.”

When Carpenter stepped into the box, the 
Tigers felt something good would happen.

“Kerry coming up there being Kerry 
Bonds, that’s what you want right there,” 
Rogers said. “He got one low and in the 
middle of the zone. I had the best view of it 
and I was screaming from the bottom of my 
lungs.”

After Skubal pitched seven innings and 
winner Will Vest got through the eighth, 
Beau Brieske pitched a perfect ninth for the 
save.

Skubal was getting a postgame workout 
when Carpenter homered.

“What a swing,” he said. “I was on the 
ground, and I think that’s the fastest I’ve ever 
stood up in my life. What a swing off a really 
good pitcher, too, the best closer in the game. 
That was incredible to watch.”

Skubal, who won the AL pitching triple 
crown by leading the league in wins (18), 
ERA (2.39) and strikeouts (288), allowed 
just three hits. The left-hander dominated the 
Guardians over the first 4 1/3 innings, strik-
ing out eight before Josh Naylor doubled 
with one out in the fifth for Cleveland’s first 
hit. Skubal then hit rookie Jhonkensy Noel 
on the left hand.

But the 27-year-old Skubal, who has never 
pitched a complete game, got Andrés Gimé-
nez to bounce into an inning-ending double 
play and celebrated loudly as he left the 
mound and headed toward Detroit’s dugout.

Cleveland also threatened in the sixth.
No. 9 hitter Brayan Rocchio doubled with 

one out and Kwan singled. Rocchio was held 
at third, and Skubal again got out of trou-
ble as Detroit’s infield turned a nifty 6-4-3 
double play, prompting the lefty to raise his 
hands and ask the crowd for more applause 
like a conductor pushing his orchestra for 
volume.

Knights sweep Tigers in 
county rivalry volleyball

Norwell erupts in celebration after taking a point against Bluffton at The Tiger Den on Monday. 
The Knights defeated the Tigers in straight sets and beat Southern Wells earlier in the season to 
take county bragging rights. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Tigers’ Alexandria Koby (left) strategically tips the ball in the opposite direction over Norwell 
defenders Jaycie Grzych (middle) and Mekynzi Beck.

Bluffton invitational champs
Southern Wells swept the middle school races on Saturday, winning both the boys’ and 
the girls’ cross country events during Bluffton’s first Stan Gilbert Invitational on Saturday. 
At top, the boys’ team poses with their trophy and above, the girls pose with their trophy. 
(Photos submitted)

Norwell completes second half 
comeback vs. Barons JV foobtall

Carpenter’s 3-run homer off Clase 
sends gritty Tigers to win over 
Guardians in Game 2 of ALDS



By Harshawn 
Ratanpal

AgDaily
DREXEL, Mo. — On a 

recent fall day, as Wilburn 
Harris did the rounds on his 
cattle farm in the Missouri 
town of Drexel, he was met 
with brown grass, cracked 
soil and half-empty ponds.

He was used to it. Last 
year’s drought was so bad, 
he had to haul water and hay 
to his farm to keep the ani-
mals fed and watered.

Payments totaling nearly 
$11,000 from the federal 
Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program, or LFP, helped 
him hold on to his 70 cattle.

“If it hadn’t been for [the 
Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program], I’d probably got 
rid of a bunch of them,” he 
said. “I’d have had to.”

Things were going better 
this year, until September, 
when Cass County, where 
he’s located, was classified 
as being in severe drought. 
Around that time, a third of 
the American Midwest was 
also in drought.

Since 1999, the U.S. 
Drought Monitor has quan-
tified drought across the 
country. By using dozens 
of different data inputs and 
the consultation of hun-
dreds of experts and stake-
holders, Drought Monitor 
authors produce an updated 
map every week that ranks 
drought conditions county 
by county on a scale of D0 to 
D4, with D4 being the worst.

The U.S. Drought Moni-
tor’s website states that it 
doesn’t “recommend using 
it to infer specifics about 
local conditions.” However, 
many farmers rely on it to 
tell the government when 
local conditions require sup-
port from federal programs.

One of those is the LFP. 
Under the LFP, livestock 
producers are eligible for 
some relief if a part of their 
county reaches at least D3, 
or “extreme” drought, on the 
monitor for any amount of 
time or is classified as being 
in D2, or “severe” drought, 
for eight consecutive weeks.

Because this bout of 
severe drought began so late 
in the year for many Mid-
west states, it could mean 
that some people who relied 
on drought relief programs 
last year won’t be eligible 
for them this year.

That’s why some experts 
who work directly with 
farmers say the policy is 
flawed.

Missouri State Climatolo-
gist Zack Leasor is involved 
in the process of developing 
the Drought Monitor. While 
he thinks the Drought Moni-

tor is a good, scientific tool 
for depicting drought, he 
said the policies that deter-
mine when emergency relief 
kicks in may be prone to 
leaving farmers out to dry.

For one, there’s the issue 
of how long drought must 
be reflected on the Drought 
Monitor for eligibility to 
start.

“You can think of hypo-
thetical situations where this 
could go wrong,” Leasor 
said. “Seven weeks of no 
rain is going to completely 
deplete your pasture. But 
let’s say a tropical system 
comes in in week eight, 
dumps a bunch of rainfall, 
and you’re not going to get 
that D2 drought designation. 
Does that mean that you still 
didn’t have seven weeks of 
no grazing and having to 
purchase hay?”

The second issue is the 
monitor’s resolution. While 
the makers of the Drought 
Monitor try to reflect accu-
rate drought conditions, they 
can’t always capture every-
thing at a neighborhood or 
farm scale.

“And so I’m sure there’s 
been farmers that have had 
some pastures that have 
been in horrible shape, and 
they’ve missed out, unfortu-
nately,” Leasor said.

Harris said conditions on 
his farm had been bad for 
about a month before the 
Drought Monitor reflected 
D2 conditions, and he’s had 
to supplement his livestock’s 
nutrition more than normal.

The science 
behind the monitor

The Drought Monitor 
was created years before 
the relief programs that use 
it existed and experts at the 
Drought Monitor weren’t 
consulted about how it 
should be applied to policy.

Brian Fuchs, one of about 
a dozen Drought Moni-
tor authors, thinks that’s a 
good thing “because there’s 
a good separation between 
policy and science.”

Fuchs has worked at the 
National Drought Mitiga-
tion Center since 2005. That 
means he’s worked with the 
Drought Monitor before and 
since it was first used as a 
metric for the LFP, which 
was formalized and funded 
through the 2008 Farm Bill. 
Before that, there was limited 
relief for livestock farmers.

“It kind of validated the 
first eight, nine years of the 
Drought Monitor at that 
point,” he said. “I think it 
basically was saying, ‘Hey, 
we know that this is a useful 
tool, we know that there’s a 
lot of good science behind 
it, there’s nothing else like it, 

and we’re going to start using 
it in an official capacity.’”

Fuchs said some of the 
gripes with the program 
come from misconceptions 
about the Drought Monitor.

Fo r  example ,  t he 
Drought Monitor isn’t auto-
mated or made from scratch 
each week.

“Folks fail to realize that 
it’s not a model, that there 
are humans that are manu-
ally moving these lines 
around, that we don’t do 
a complete redraw every 
week,” he said.

Each author of the 
Drought Monitor is in 
charge of the map for four 
to six weeks each year and 
for typically two weeks at a 
time before handing it off to 
the next author.

When it’s his turn, Fuchs 
said the first step is familiar-
izing himself with the previ-
ous week’s map and the con-
versation around it. Around 
500 people are talking about 
the weekly production in an 
email list server, which he 
calls an “instantaneous peer 
review.” Fuchs will also read 
the three to five pages of 
notes left behind by the pre-
vious week’s author and pay 
attention to any changes they 
made to the monitor.

Next, Fuchs will look at 
dozens of data sources and 
consult experts to make 
decisions about where the 
“convergence of evidence” 
suggests there should be 
changes to the map.

“You’d be surprised how 
many people feel that the 
Drought Monitor is just 
rain,” he said. It’s not. The 
data includes inputs like 
precipitation, streamflow, 
and soil moisture.

Fuchs said people also 
have misconceptions about 
what the LFP relief money 
is for.

“It isn’t going to be dur-
ing every single drought,” 
he said. “It isn’t going to 
be when there’s even prob-
lems related to drought, 
but the worst of the worst 
droughts.”

Grassroots reporting
If stakeholders think the 

drought monitor is missing 
something, they can report 
what they’re seeing on the 
ground.

Iowa State Climatolo-
gist Justin Glisan said he 
receives calls from farm-
ers weekly that the monitor 
doesn’t reflect conditions on 
their farms.

“So what I like to do – I’m 
a one-person-shop, so it’s 
hard to do sometimes – but 
actually get out, field scout, 
go to these locations to get 
a feel for what our produc-

ers are seeing and then try to 
get an accurate depiction of 
this on the Drought Monitor 
map,” Glisan said.

A formal way of chroni-
cling on-the-ground obser-
vations is the National 
Drought Mitigation Cen-
ter’s Condition Monitor-
ing Observer Reports, or 
CMOR system. It allows 
people to send in photos of 
real-world conditions that 
appear in a database and 
interactive map.

Reagan Bluel, a field 
specialist in dairy with Uni-
versity of Missouri Exten-
sion, works with farmers 
and urges them to send in 
observations, even when 
there isn’t drought.

“When they submit the 
baseline [photo], that allows 
us to better assess the sever-
ity of the drought when they 
submit the drought one,” 
she said. “And so for the 
last probably four years, 
we’ve been working on 
marching around the state to 
make sure everybody knows 
about that website and how 
easy it is to submit it from 
the smartphone, so that we 
can more rapidly declare the 
drought levels.”

She said the effort has 
produced a noticeable 
change in the Drought Mon-
itor’s responsiveness for 
some areas.

Fuchs said the Drought 
Monitor is always trying 
to improve. “We don’t put 
blinders up and we don’t 
close our ears,” he said.
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Services special!
Advertise your services in News-Banner! A 20 word,  

line classified for  2-months is $97. Contact the office at 
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Agriculture
Drought relief policies leave some farmers out to dry

FOOTBALL
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Buffalo	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 142	106
Miami	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 60	113
N.Y. Jets	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 93	 85
New England	1	 4	 0	 .200	 62	102

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Houston	 4	 1	 0	 .800	 102	114
Indianapolis	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 119	122
Tennessee	 1	 3	 0	 .250	 79	 90
Jacksonville	 1	 4	 0	 .200	 97	143

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Baltimore	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 147	126
Pittsburgh	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 92	 73
Cincinnati	 1	 4	 0	 .200	 140	145
Cleveland	 1	 4	 0	 .200	 79	121

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Kansas City	 5	 0	 0	 1.000	 118	 85
Denver	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 96	 73
L.A. Chargers	2	 2	 0	 .500	 68	 50
Las Vegas	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 96	131

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Washington	 4	 1	 0	 .800	 155	115
Dallas	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 117	121
Philadelphia	 2	 2	 0	 .500	 86	 96
N.Y. Giants	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 89	104

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Atlanta	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 111	115
Tampa Bay	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 127	114
New Orleans	2	 3	 0	 .400	 140	 96
Carolina	 1	 4	 0	 .200	 83	165

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Minnesota	 5	 0	 0	 1.000	 139	 76
Detroit	 3	 1	 0	 .750	 104	 82
Chicago	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 113	 85
Green Bay	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 128	108

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Seattle	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 122	114
Arizona	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 120	129
San Francisco	2	3	 0	 .400	 126	106
L.A. Rams	 1	 4	 0	 .200	 94	139

Thursday’s Games
Atlanta 36, Tampa Bay 30, OT

Sunday’s Games
Minnesota 23, N.Y. Jets 17, Lon-

don, GBR
Baltimore 41, Cincinnati 38, OT
Chicago 36, Carolina 10
Houston 23, Buffalo 20
Jacksonville 37, Indianapolis 34
Miami 15, New England 10

Washington 34, Cleveland 13
Arizona 24, San Francisco 23
Denver 34, Las Vegas 18
Green Bay 24, L.A. Rams 19
N.Y. Giants 29, Seattle 20
Dallas 20, Pittsburgh 17
Open: L.A. Chargers, Tennessee, 

Detroit, Philadelphia
Monday’s Games

Kansas City 26, New Orleans 13

BASKETBALL
WNBA
Semifinals

No. 1 New York 3, No. 4 Las 
Vegas 1

Friday, Oct. 4: Las Vegas 95, New 
York 81

Sunday, Oct. 6: New York 76, Las 
Vegas 62

No. 2 Minnesota 2, No. 3 Con-
necticut 2

Friday, Oct. 4: Minnesota 90, Con-
necticut 81

Sunday, Oct. 6: Connecticut 92, 
Minnesota 82

Tuesday, Oct. 8: Connecticut at 
Minnesota, 8 p.m.

WNBA Finals

(Best-of-5)
Thursday, Oct. 10: Minnesota/Con-

necticut winner at New York, 8 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

DIVISION SERIES
(Best-of-5)

American League
New York 1, Kansas City 1
Saturday, Oct. 5: New York 6, Kan-

sas City 5
Monday, Oct. 7: Kansas City 4, 

New York 2
Wednesday, Oct. 9: New York 

(Schmidt 5-5) at Kansas City, 7:08 
p.m. (TBS, truTV, Max)

Cleveland 1, Detroit 1
Saturday, Oct. 5: Cleveland 7, 

Detroit 0
Monday, Oct. 7: Detroit 3, Cleve-

land 0
Wednesday, Oct. 9: Cleveland 

(Cobb 2-1) at Detroit, 3:08 p.m. (TBS, 
truTV, Max)

Thursday, Oct. 10: Cleveland at 
Detroit, 6:08 p.m. (TNT, Max)

National LeagueLos Angeles 1, 
San Diego 1

Scoreboard

NEW YORK (AP) — Salvador 
Perez homered leading off the fourth 
inning to spark a four-run rally against 
Carlos Rodón, and the Kansas City 
Royals beat the New York Yankees 
4-2 on Monday night to even their AL 
Division Series at one game apiece.

Four relievers held New York 
in check after an inconsistent Cole 
Ragans lasted four innings. Tommy 
Pham, Garrett Hampson and Maikel 
Garcia singled in runs for the Royals.

Garcia, moved up from ninth to first in 
Kansas City’s batting order, had four hits.

Game 3 in the best-of-five playoff 
is Wednesday night at Kansas City, the 
Royals’ first postseason home game 
since the 2015 World Series.

Yankees star Aaron Judge went 
1 for 3 with an infield single and is 1 
for 7 with four strikeouts in the series. 
Kansas City’s Bobby Witt Jr., expected 
to finish second to Judge in AL MVP 
voting, was 0 for 5 with three strike-

outs, dropping to 0 for 10 in the series.
All four Division Series opened 1-1 

for the first time since the round started 
in 1995.

Giancarlo Stanton put the Yankees 
ahead with an RBI single in the third, 
but New York went 1 for 6 with run-
ners in scoring position and is 3 for 19 
in the two games.

Ragans allowed just the one run and 
three hits, striking out five and walking 
four. Winning pitcher Angel Zerpa and 
John Schreiber each followed with a 
hitless inning before Kris Bubic threw 
two scoreless innings. Lucas Erceg 
worked the ninth for his third save this 
postseason.

Erceg gave up a leadoff homer to 
Jazz Chisholm Jr. and a two-out single 
to Jon Berti but retired Gleyber Torres 
on a grounder to end it with slugger 
Juan Soto on deck.

Perez, at 34 the only remaining 
Royals player from their 2015 World 

Series championship, tied the score 
when he drove a 2-0 slider into the 
left-field seats. The nine-time All-Star 
entered 12 for 26 (.462) with three 
homers off Rodón, an old AL Central 
rival when he pitched for the Chicago 
White Sox.

Yuli Gurriel singled, advanced on a 
wild pitch and scored on Pham’s one-
out single for a 2-1 lead, prompting 
cheers from NFL fans at the Kansas 
City Chiefs’ home game against New 
Orleans at Arrowhead Stadium. Pham 
stole second and scored on a two-out 
single by Hampson.

Garcia greeted Ian Hamilton with 
an RBI single that put the Royals 
ahead 4-1.

Rodón, lined up to pitch a potential 
Game 5, gave up four runs and seven 
hits in 3 2/3 innings with seven strike-
outs and no walks. Twenty-four of the 
32 home runs he has allowed this sea-
son have been solo shots.

Royals beat Yankees in Game 2 to tie ALDS



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

D I V E R S I O N SPage 8 • The News-Banner • TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2024

BUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Let down by longtime friend
Dear Annie: I’ve had a friend for over 

30 years whom I’ve always helped out. I 
provided him with work when he needed 
money, loaned him money, and supported 
him through his divorce and various other 
issues over the years. I was always happy 
to do so and never expected anything in 
return.

A couple of years ago, he was selling 
some furniture that I was interested in buy-
ing. I offered to purchase the pieces I want-
ed, but he insisted on selling everything 
as a set, which I understood. Recently, I 
asked him about the furniture again, and 
to my surprise, he told me he had given it 
away to his neighbors — people he’s only 
known for a few years. I was shocked but 
didn’t say anything at the time because I 
didn’t want to overreact. What puzzled me 
even more was that he needed money, and 
the amount I would have paid him could 
have helped him out, yet he chose to give 
it away for nothing.

A mutual friend of ours was also 
shocked when he heard what happened. 
When he asked our friend about it, he 
simply said he gave the furniture away 
without any explanation. Even when our 
mutual friend mentioned that I was dis-
appointed about not being able to buy the 
pieces, our friend offered no response and 
just changed the subject.

Is it time to move on from this friend-
ship? — Disappointed and Confused in 
Michigan

Dear Disappointed: I’m not sure this 
situation warrants completely ending your 
friendship, but it certainly calls for a con-
versation. Ask your friend why he chose to 
give the furniture to his neighbor. There 
might be more to the story; perhaps the 
neighbor was going through a tough time 
and needed the furniture. You’ll never 
know the real reason unless you ask.

Dear Annie: My 27-year-old grandson 
has stopped speaking to both his mother 
and me. We used to have a very close rela-
tionship, but that changed about a month 
ago. He and his girlfriend, who is quite 
controlling, have four children together, 
all under the age of 4. Unfortunately, his 
girlfriend has started arguments with us 
on three separate occasions over the same 
issue, and each time it results in us being 

cut off from seeing 
the kids.

Recently, I was 
hospitalized for 
10 days, and my 
daughter informed 
him that I was in 
the intensive care 
unit. I expected 
him to reach out 
to see how I was 
doing, but I never 
heard from him. 
I’ve texted and 
called him mul-
tiple times, trying to understand why he’s 
avoiding me, but he hasn’t responded. It’s 
gotten so bad that we didn’t even know 
they were expecting their fourth child until 
after the baby was born.

I’m heartbroken and confused about 
the sudden distance between us. I’m look-
ing for answers on how to handle this situ-
ation and whether there’s any way to mend 
the relationship. — Missing My Grandson

Dear Missing My Grandson: First of 
all, I’m glad to hear that you’re out of the 
ICU and on the road to recovery. In terms 
of your expectations for your grandson to 
check in on you more often, or give you 
more attention, the best approach may be 
to simply reach out to him directly. With 
four young children (congratulations on 
being a great-grandma!), he’s likely very 
busy but might actually appreciate hearing 
from you directly.

That being said, if you’ve made an 
effort to be there for him and your great-
grandkids, and he continues to push you 
away, it’s possible that your instincts are 
correct — his wife may indeed be exerting 
control over him. The fact that she seems 
to pick fights with his family can some-
times be a red flag for narcissistic behav-
ior.

Keep being kind and supportive to your 
grandson, but also try to accept that he’s 
probably overwhelmed with the demands 
of parenting four kids under the age of 4. 
It’s likely not personal, even though it may 
feel hurtful.

Send your questions for Annie Lane to 
dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

We are all just a breath 
away from eternity

TV & Entertainment Weekly | October 5 - 11, 2024 12 | Tuesday prime time

10/08 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Vindica-
tion 

Life Today 
with 

Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Mysteries 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

An Oprah Special: The 
Presleys -- Elvis (N) 

Matlock "Pilot" FBI "Ring of Fire" Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Chicago Fire "Fog of 
War" 

Chicago Fire "Show of 
Force" 

Chicago Fire "Fire Cop" Chicago Fire "An Officer 
With Grit" 

Chicago Fire "The 
Missing Piece" 

Chicago Fire "Hot and 
Fast" 

Chicago Fire "Keep You 
Safe" 

Chicago Fire "What's 
Inside You" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Dancing Professional dancers pair with celebrities 
to train and compete in ballroom dancing. (N) 

High Potential "Dirty 
Rotten Scoundrel" (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

The Voice The coaches continue their search for 
the best undiscovered voice in America. (N) 

Irrational "Collateral 
Damage" (SP) (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Mod Fam 
"Schooled" 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Suits "Tricks of the 
Trade" 

Suits "Play the Man" Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 

News (N) 
WWE NXT A special guest appearance by WWE 
legend Randy Orton. (L) (N) 

Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Experience "The 
American Vice President" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline
(N) 

Roots "Where Did We 
Come From?" 

Citizen Nation "Chasing 
Victory" (P) (N) 

Frontline (N) Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Roots "Where Did We 
Come From?" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
Experience "The 
American Vice President" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Roots "Where Did We 
Come From?" 

Citizen Nation "Chasing 
Victory" (P) (N) 

Frontline (N) Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Roots "Where Did We 
Come From?" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Accused (SP) (N) Murder in a Small 
Town (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
Castle "A Chill Goes 
Through Her Veins" 

Castle "Always Buy 
Retail" 

Castle "Home Is Where 
the Heart Stops" 

Married People looking for the perfect partner are 
scientifically matched up and married on the spot. 

(:05) Married People looking for the perfect partner 
are scientifically matched up & married on the spot.

Married "Matchmaking 
in Chicago" 

FX 24 132 136 148 (4:30) <++ The Day After Tomorrow <+++ Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (‘21) Simu Liu. Sports The Man (N) Sports Story The Man Sports Story The Man 

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E! 26 142 114 236 
The Office The Office The Office The Office

"Cocktails"
The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office

"Fun Run" 
E! News House of Villains "Pride 

Cometh Before the Fall" 
House of 
Villains 

PARMT 30 241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Django Unchained (2012, Western) Christoph Waltz, Leonardo DiCaprio, Jamie Foxx. < Movie

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
(4:30) NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Seattle Kraken
From Climate Pledge Arena in Seattle. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Boston Bruins at Florida Panthers From Amerant Bank Arena in 
Sunrise, Fla. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Chicago Blackhawks at Utah Hockey Club From 
Delta Center in Salt Lake City. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 Around (N) Pardon (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) NFL Live (N) WNBA Basketball Playoffs: Teams TBA (L) (N) WNBA Basketball Playoffs: Teams TBA (L) (N) Baseball Tonight (L) (N) 

FSMW 33 418 671 
Breaking 
Par 

FIBA 
Basketball 

Sports 
Stars 

Life Las 
Vegas 

Warehouse Games Warehouse Games Warehouse Games Breaking 
Par 

FIBA 
Basketball

Sports 
Stars 

Life Las 
Vegas 

NASCAR Race Rewind 

USA 34 133 105 242 
Law-SVU "Gimme 
Shelter -- Part 2" 

Law & Order: SVU "The 
One You Feed" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Mirror Effect" 

Law & Order: SVU "The 
Steps We Cannot Take" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Duty to Report" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Probability of Doom" 

Scare 
Tactics 

Anonym. "Refresh. 
Revamp. Restrategize." 

Scare 
Tactics 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
Deadliest Catch 
"Anchors Away" 

Deadliest Catch "A 
Bridge Too Far" 

Deadliest Catch "My 
Brother's Keeper" 

Deadliest Catch "Out 
Cold" (N) 

Sin City Tow "Formula 
One Frenzy" (N) 

Sin City Tow
"Heartbreak Hotel" 

Sin City Tow "Shawn 
Comes Up Snake Eyes" 

Deadliest Catch "Out 
Cold" 

TLC 36 73 183 280 (4:00) 90 Day Fiancé 1000-Lb. "Dill With It" 1000-Lb. "Boiling Point" 1000-Lb. "Sunflower" 1000-Lb. Sisters (N) (:05) Best Friends (:05) Best Friends 1000-Lb. "Sunflower" 

HIST 38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained 
"Legends Unveiled" 

The UnXplained "Dark 
Forces" 

UnXplain "Strange 
Forces of Nature" 

The UnXplained "The 
End of Days" 

UnXplain "Ancient 
Ruins Revealed" (N) 

(:05) The UnXplained
"Dangerous Depths" (N) 

(:05) The UnXplained
"Bizarre Afflictions" 

(:05) UnXplain "Ancient 
Ruins Revealed" 

A&E 39 134 118 265 Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
< Appetite for Love (2016, Romance) Andrew 
Walker, Alley Mills, Taylor Cole. 

< The Heiress and the Handyman (2024, 
Romance) Corey Sevier, Jodie Sweetin. 

< Autumn Dreams (2015, Romance) Colin 
Egglesfield, Rachel Hayward, Jill Wagner. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(4:15) <++ Old (‘21) Vicky Krieps, 
Rufus Sewell, Gael García Bernal. 

(:45) <+++ Split (2016, Thriller) Anya Taylor-Joy, Betty Buckley,
James McAvoy. 

(:15) <++ Halloween Kills (2021, Horror) Judy Greer, Anthony 
Michael Hall, Jamie Lee Curtis. 

(:45) <++ Saw (‘04) Danny Glover, 
Monica Potter, Cary Elwes. 

TBS 43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (L) (N) Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
(:15) <+++ Thor: Ragnarok (2017, Action) Tom Hiddleston, Cate Blanchett,
Chris Hemsworth. 

<+++ Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (2017, Sci-Fi) Zoe Saldaña, Bradley 
Cooper, Chris Pratt. 

<+++ Ready Player One (2018, Sci-Fi) Olivia 
Cooke, Ben Mendelsohn, Tye Sheridan. 

AMC 45 131 254 
<++ Halloween H20: 20 Years Later (‘98, Hor)
Adam Arkin, Josh Hartnett, Jamie Lee Curtis.  

<+ Halloween (2007, Horror) Scout Taylor-Compton, Tyler 
Mane, Malcolm McDowell. 

<+ Halloween II (2009, Horror) Tyler Mane, Sheri Moon 
Zombie, Malcolm McDowell. 

<++ Halloween H20: 
20 Years Later 

COM 47 107 249 The Office The Office Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Everybody Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Daily Show FamilyGuy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
Speak Joy Taylor, Keyshawn Johnson and Paul 
Pierce discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

MLB on FS1 Pregame MLB Baseball National League Divisional Series: Teams TBA All the latest 
action from Major League Baseball. (L) (N) 

MLB on FS1 Postgame Kevin Harvick's Happy 
Hour Talladega Recap 

WGN 53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) NewsNation Cuomo
WE 57 128 260 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Pay It Forward" 9-1-1 "Abandon Ships" 9-1-1 "Rock the Boat" 9-1-1 "Capsized" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Step Nine" 9-1-1 "All Fall Down" 

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Chopped "Spooked" Chopped Last Bite Hotel Chopped (N) Last Bite Hotel (N) Chopped Chopped Last Bite Hotel
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 Real Housewives Real Housewives Housewives/Potomac Housewives/NYC Housewives/NYC (N) WatchWhat Housewives/NYC Housewives/Potomac Housewives 
NICK 68 170 299 <++ Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation <++ Hotel Transylvania 2 (‘15) Adam Sandler. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug Hamster & Hamster & Raven Raven Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(4:30) <+++ Casper (‘95) Bill 
Pullman, Christina Ricci. 

(:50) <+++ Beetlejuice (1988, Comedy) Alec Baldwin, Geena 
Davis, Michael Keaton. 

(:55) <++ Hocus Pocus (1993, Children) Sarah 
Jessica Parker, Kathy Najimy, Bette Midler. 

The 700 Club Boy Meets 
World 

Boy Meets 
World 

HBO  301 300 501 
(:15) The Penguin "Bliss" (:20) The 

Franchise 
(:50) <++ Sherlock Holmes (2009, Action) Jude Law, Rachel 
McAdams, Robert Downey Jr.. 

To Be Announced (:45) The Penguin "Bliss" (:45) To Be Announced

MAX  325 310 515 
(4:40) <++ Three 
Amigos! Chevy Chase. 

(:25) <++ The Losers (2010, Action) Zoe Saldaña,
Chris Evans, Jeffrey Dean Morgan. 

<+++ Our Idiot Brother (‘11) 
Elizabeth Banks, Paul Rudd. 

<+++ Cedar Rapids (‘11) John C. 
Reilly, Anne Heche, Ed Helms. 

<+++ Juliet, Naked (‘18) Rose 
Byrne, Chris O'Dowd, Ethan Hawke. 

(:35) < 
Serendipity 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) <+++ Tropic 
Thunder Ben Stiller. 

<++ The Longest Yard (2005, Comedy) Chris 
Rock, Burt Reynolds, Adam Sandler. 

<+++ The Wolf of Wall Street (2013, Comedy Drama) Jonah Hill, Margot 
Robbie, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

< The Girl in the Pool (‘24) Monica 
Potter, Kevin Pollak, Freddie Prinze Jr..

<
Premoniti... 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(:10) < The Moon and Back (‘22) 
Missi Pyle, Nat Faxon, Isabel May. (P) 

(:25) <+++ Young Adult (‘11)
Patton Oswalt, Charlize Theron. (P) 

<+ The Cookout (‘04) Tim 
Meadows, Jenifer Lewis, Ja Rule. (P) 

<++ All About the Benjamins (‘02)
Mike Epps, Eva Mendes, Ice Cube. 

(:10) < Tijuana Jackson: Purpose Over Prison 
(‘20) Regina Hall, Alkoya Brunson, Romany Malco. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I’m a Chris-
tian and retired. I anticipate 
great years ahead, but some 
of my friends make me feel 
guilty because I want to live 
life as long as possible to 
explore all I missed while 
raising my family. They say 
I need to talk about Heav-
en more because it will be 
more glorious. Who’s right? 
– E.H.

Answer: Heaven may 
seem vague to some 
because our experience is 
earthbound. To imagine an 
existence that never ends is 
mind-boggling.

At a time when knowl-
edge is increasing at great 
speed, the notion of eter-
nity for finite creatures is an 
absolute mystery.

Even the Apostle 
Paul did not plumb the 
depths of it or describe 
the prospect. He said, 

“Eye has not seen … the 
things which God has pre-
pared for those who love 
Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9, 
NKJV).

Time-bound as we 
are and goal-oriented to 
achievements in our life-
time, we find it strange to 
anticipate Heaven. It sounds 
boring to the contempo-
rary mind. What do we do 
throughout eternity? A per-
son who has worked hard 
may look forward to retire-
ment, but sometimes relief 
from responsibility and 
challenge leads to restless-
ness.

We live in an age when 
activity is equated with 
value and usefulness. Peo-
ple ask us, “How are you?” 

We answer, “Busy, busy, 
busy!” When the merry-go-
round slows down, will the 
music of life fade away? 
Every day of our lives we 
are just a breath away from 
eternity. The believer in 
Jesus Christ has the prom-
ises of Heaven.

The Apostle Paul said, 
“For to me, to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain” (Philip-
pians 1:21, NKJV). While 
we remain on Earth, we 
should live life abundantly 
and glorify God. When God 
calls our name in death, we 
will gain much more, for we 
shall be in His presence for 
eternity.

(This column is based on 
the words and writings of 
the late Rev. Billy Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

Employment
Help Wanted

TOWN OF WARREN, Indi-
ana Hiring Utility Manager.
An application period for the
position of full time Utility
Manager is now open
through October 15, 2024,
due to retirement. Depart-
ments to oversee include wa-
ter, sewer, electric, parks and
streets. Duties include em-
ployee management, project
planning, maintenance of
positive relationships with the
public, all employees and of-
ficers of the Town, represen-
tation at workshops and
meetings, scheduling of regu-
lar day to day and long term
operations. The position is a
mix of office and field work.
Must hold at least a WT3 or
DSM license, have at least
eight years experience with
managerial a plus. Knowl-
edge of Electric Utility also a
plus. Base pay of $28.50 per
hour adjusted upward based
on experience. Benefit Pack-
age available. For informa-
tion contact Lee Poulson,
Utility Manager, at
260-375-3424 or
utility1@citznet.com or Clerk
Treasurer Marilyn Morrison at
townofwarrenin@gmail.com
at 260-375-2656. Application
form can be found at
warrenindiana.us or by re-
questing through above con-
tacts. Please include resume.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

LOOKING TO HIRE full or part
time for general carpenter.
Must have reliable transporta-
tion, general construction
knowledge, and own tools.
Call Scott at 260-353-9339.

Sales &  
Auctions

Auctions

414 N MERIDIAN ST. AMA-
ZON OVERSTOCK, HOME
DEPOT, & SMALL ESTATE
Ring 1 @ 9:00 AM - LIVE
ONLY - farm items, tools,
garage items, household,
cages, and misc.
Ring 2 @ 10:00 AM - SIMUL-
CAST! This ring will be NEW
Amazon overstock and Home
Home Depot items along with
a small estate. New, New,
New! Furniture, Flooring,
Rugs, Ceramic Tiling, Solo
Stove Ranger, Mirrors,
Huskey Tool Cabinets, Pow-
er Tools, Etc. The estate will
include jewelry, coins, fishing
items, antique lunch boxes,
Barbies, Hot Wheels, bee
signs, radio scanners, coffee
grinders, salt & pepper shak-
ers, Nascar, collectible bob-
ble heads, furniture,
collectible glassware, cigar
boxes, cereal boxes, and
more!
Ring 3 @ 11:00 AM - Simul-
cast! Birds and Small Ani-
mals - Chickens of all kinds,
peafowl of all kinds, pheas-
ants, pigeons, house birds,
lizards, ducks, geese, gun-
nies, quail, rabbits,
and much more. Bid live or
online!
Preview for the auction is Fri-
day, October 11th from 12-5.
Go to bidbricker.com to bid!!
Oct. 12 9:00 AM-5:30 PM
Rain or Shine

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 04-17-35-41-

45
Cash4Life — 08-14-25-

34-47, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-05-06-10-22-23-24-26-
33-34-36-46-47-61-63-66-
68-73-78-79, BE: 66

Daily Three-Midday — 
06-02-03, SB: 07

Daily Three-Evening — 
07-09-04, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday — 
07-08-04-00, SB: 07

Daily Four-Evening — 
05-06-06-00, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening 
— 05-23-26-27-30-44-47-
48-49-56-58-61-63-64-65-
67-72-73-76-80, BE: 73

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $24.3 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday):  $129 million
Powerball

18-30-31-52-63 Power-
ball: 22; Power Play: 2X

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is Tues., Oct. 22!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE
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Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is 
Tues., Oct. 22!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 12 - Private Family Collection, 
seller. Fine art work including five original pieces by William P. 
Silva, other quality artwork, 2006 Pontiac Torrent, 2005 Toyota 
Highlander, outstanding sterling silver, pewter and other serv-
ing pieces, early American primitives, unique furniture, antiques, 
glassware, early collectibles, taxidermy mounts, household, 
more! Open houses Oct. 8 and Oct. 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 
S. Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. Sale manager Rod Fetters, 260-557-
8451, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
OCTOBER 12 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - The Estate of 
Robert McNabb, seller. Spectacular 7,700 SF lake front home 
on 1.23 acres w/200’ of lake frontage on Hamilton Lake. Luxu-
ry home features 6 bedrooms, 7 baths, expansive entertaining 
space, 4-car attached garage. Selling absolute at or above 1.4 
million dollars. Seller’s have over 4.7 million invested in this one 
of kind lake property. Open house Oct. 12, 9 a.m.-noon, 1180 LN 
150 Hamilton Lake, Hamilton, IN. Brandon Steffen, sale manag-
er, 260-426-0633, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-426-0633, www.
steffengrp.com.
BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 13 (Online Only) - Boots Estate, 
seller. 1993 Ford F150, boat mini bike, wagons, Pyrex, Corn-
ingware, antiques, collectibles, glassware, jewelry, advertis-
ing, furniture, toys, household, electronics, board games, much 
more. Open house Oct. 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 366 W 300 N., 
Bluffton. Sale manager Bobby Perry, 260-273-7260, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006. 
OCTOBER 13 - 3 p.m. - Multiple consignors, owners. Online 
only bidding only. 700+ lots! Furniture, Craftsman band saw and 
radial arm saw, ice maker, banjo, baseball cards, 100+ Pfaltz-
graff, tools, pet doors, live traps, collectable glass, Detecto 
scales, Generac edger, tiller, yard cart, washer, Dryer 50 pc. 
Ruby Flash & Kings Crown glass and much more! Preview Oct. 
10, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm Street, Decatur, IN. Pick up Oct. 14, 1-6 
p.m. & Oct. 15, 9 a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
OCTOBER 13-OCTOBER 20 - (Online Only) - Estate of Larry 
N. Curry, seller. 1997 Chevy Express Conversion van, 2013 
Chevy Impala LTZ w/73,000 miles, John Deere LA115 riding 
lawn mower, rare vintage Schwinn bikes, large quantity of hand 
and power tools, lawn and garden, modern and vintage furniture, 
household, games, toys, flat screen TV & home decor. Open 
houses Oct. 15 and Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 W. Roe 
St., Ossian. Sale manager Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Stef-
fen Group, www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
OCTOBER 24 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - Estate of Larry 
Curry, seller. Excellent 1,398 SF, 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch home 
in Rose Ann Heights neighborhood on .52 acre lot, 2 car attached 
garage. Home has a ton of potential. “Explore the Possibilities.” 
Open houses: Oct. 15, Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., Oct. 22 
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 W. Roe St., Ossian. Sale managers, 
Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684, Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & ENDS OCTOBER 29 - 10 a.m. EST 
- Christine Pierce, owner. 526 E Market Street, South Whitley, 
IN. Online only apartment complex auction! Four duplex build-
ings, 8 units, 2 bedroom, 1 bath units, electric baseboard heat, 
wall AC units, 1,456 sq. foot buildings, new roofs in 2021, year 
built 1990, income producing! 100% rent capacity, .86 acre par-
cel, Whitko Community Schools. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family Farms LLC, sellers. 
Auction location: Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington 
St., Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township, Adams Coun-
ty. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2: 
80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres, 
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, County Rd. 
400 North, Sec 9. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-724-
3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.

Notice
The City of Bluffton Parks is 

seeking bids to stabilize 1,100 
feet of the Wabash River using rip 
rap, embedded root wads, and life 
stakes. Bid Packets are available 
at https://blufftonindiana.net/294/
Legal-Notices and are due back in 
the Clerk Treasurer’s office on Oct 
22nd by 4:30pm.

nb 10/8, 10/15
hspaxlp

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

FLEA MARKET AND bake
sale at Chester Center
Church, 9009 S-300 W, Pone-
to (across from Southern Wells
High School), Oct. 10 and 11,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Oct. 12
from 9 a.m.-?

2 HOMES - 2570 and 2651
West 100 South, Monroe,
Thursday-Saturday, 8 a.m. to
? Homemade noodles, jam, ta-
ble, Christmas and Fall decor,
clothing, kitchenware, lots of
VINTAGE, puzzles, games,
books, toys, and glassware lg.
crock, everything imaginable.

Receive a free garage 
sale kit when placing  

a three day line  
classified ad.

Vehicles
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Services
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

Rentals
Office Space Rental
MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
to a line classified ad for an
additional $5. Contact the
News-Banner office at 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, (260)
824-0224, or submit online to
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

414 N MERIDIAN ST.
SPORTSMAN AUCTION
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Taking consignment now!
This auction will include
firearms, fishing supplies,
reloading equipment, knives,
military, and other outdoor
items.
Call Chad Bricker for any
question at 260-703-0839.
Oct. 26 11:00 AM-5:30 PM
Rain or Shine

Auctions

Follow us at... twitter.com/newsbanner

Services

REPLACE YOUR ROOF with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-866-781-6023 
(I)

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-855-655-7718 (I)
CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hid-
den fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)
PREPARE FOR POWER out-
ages with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby 
generators - the most power-
ful home standby generators 
available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty - 7 
years ($849 value.) Proudly 
made in the U.S.A. Call Briggs 
& Stratton 1-877-798-0270. (I) Read & recycle



By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer
CAPE CANAVERAL, 

Fla. (AP) — A spacecraft 
blasted off Monday to 
investigate the scene of a 
cosmic crash.

The European Space 
Agency’s Hera spacecraft 
rocketed away on a two-
year journey to the small, 
harmless asteroid rammed 
by NASA two years ago 
in a dress rehearsal for 
the day a killer space rock 
threatens Earth. It’s the 
second part of a planetary 
defense test that could one 
day help save the planet.

SpaceX’s Falcon rocket 
quickly disappeared with 
Hera into the late morn-
ing clouds. An hour later, 
applause erupted in the 
control center in Germany 
as the spacecraft separated 
from the rocket’s upper 
stage and then called 
home. “It’s an amazing 
day,” the space agency’s 
director general Josef 
Aschbacher said after-
ward.

The 2022 crash by 
NASA’s Dart spacecraft 
shortened Dimorphos’ 
orbit around its bigger 
companion, demonstrat-
ing that if a dangerous 
rock was headed our way, 
there’s a chance it could 
be knocked off course 
with enough advance 
notice.

Scientists are eager 
to examine the impact’s 
aftermath up close to 
know exactly how effec-
tive Dart was and what 
changes might be needed 
to safeguard Earth in the 
future.

“The more detail we 
can glean the better as 
it may be important for 
planning a future deflec-
tion mission should one 
be needed,” University 
of Maryland astronomer 
Derek Richardson said 
before launch.

Researchers want to 
know whether Dart — 
short for Double Asteroid 
Redirection Test — left a 
crater or perhaps reshaped 
the 500-foot asteroid more 
dramatically. It looked 
something like a flying 
saucer before Dart’s blow 
and may now resemble a 
kidney bean, said Richard-
son, who took part in the 
Dart mission and is help-

ing with Hera.
Dart’s wallop sent rub-

ble and even boulders fly-
ing off Dimorphos, pro-
viding an extra kick to the 
impact’s momentum. The 
debris trail extended thou-
sands of miles into space 
for months.

Some boulders and 
other debris could still be 
hanging around the aster-
oid, posing a potential 
threat to Hera, said flight 
director Ignacio Tanco.

“We don’t really know 
very well the environment 
in which we are going to 
operate,” said Tanco. “But 
that’s the whole point of 
the mission is to go there 
and find out.”

European  o ff i c i a l s 
describe the $400 million 
mission as a “crash scene 
investigation.”

Hera “is going back to 
the crime site and getting 
all the scientific and tech-
nical information,” said 
project manager Ian Car-
nelli.

Carrying a dozen sci-
ence instruments,  the 
small car-sized Hera will 
need to swing past Mars in 
2025 for a gravity boost, 
before arriving at Dimor-
phos by the end of 2026. 
It’s a moonlet of Didymos, 
Greek for twin, a fast-
spinning asteroid that’s 
five times bigger. At that 
time, the asteroids will be 
120 million miles from 
Earth.

Hera will attempt to 
go into orbit around the 
rocky pair, with the flyby 

distances gradually drop-
ping from 18 miles all the 
way down to a half-mile. 
The spacecraft will survey 
the moonlet for at least 
six months to ascertain its 
mass, shape and compo-
sition, as well as its orbit 
around Didymos.

Before the impact , 
Dimorphos circled its 
larger companion from 
three-quarters of a mile 
out. Scientists believe 
the orbit is now tighter 
and oval-shaped, and that 
the moonlet may even be 
tumbling.

Two shoebox-s ized 
Cubesats will pop off Hera 
for even closer drone-like 
inspections, with one of 
them using radar to peer 
beneath the moonlet’s 
boulder-strewn surface. 
Scientists suspect Dimor-
phos was formed from 
material shed from Didy-
mos. The radar observa-
tions should help con-
firm whether Didymos is 
indeed the little moon’s 
parent.

The  Cubesats  wi l l 
attempt to land on the 
moonlet once their survey 
is complete. If the moonlet 
is tumbling, that will com-
plicate the endeavor. Hera 
may also end its mission 
with a precarious touch-
down, but on the larger 
Didymos.

Neither asteroid poses 
any threat to Earth — 
before  or  af ter  Dart 
showed up. That’s why 
NASA picked the pair for 
humanity’s first asteroid-

deflecting demo.
Leftovers from the solar 

system’s formation 4.6 
billion years ago, aster-
oids primarily orbit the 
sun between Mars and 
Jupiter in what’s known 
as the main asteroid belt, 
where millions of them 
reside. They become near-
Earth objects when they’re 
knocked out of the belt 
and into our neck of the 
woods.

NASA’s  near-Ear th 
object count currently tops 
36,000, almost all aster-
oids but also some comets. 
More than 2,400 of them 
are considered potentially 
hazardous to Earth.
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260.426.0633 
STEFFENGRP.COM

AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY PERSONAL PROPERTY

QUALITY PAINTINGS, VEHICLES, ANTIQUES, STERLING & MORE

SELLER: PRIVATE FAMILY COLLECTION • SALE MANAGER: ROD FETTERS (260.557.8451)

AUCTION PREVIEW & ONLINE BIDDING ASSISTANCE:
TUES, OCT 8TH (3:00 pm - 6:00 pm) & THURS, OCT 10TH (3:00 pm - 6:00 pm)

AU19500212 • AC30500053

5 Original Pieces By William P. Silva - Other Quality Artwork -  2006 Pontiac 
Torrent - 2005 Toyota Highlander - Outstanding Sterling Silver, Pewter 
and Other Serving Pieces - Early American Primitives - Unique Furniture 
Antiques - Collectibles - Glassware - Taxidermy Mounts - Household - More!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5TH - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12TH

PREVIEW LOCATION: 102 S JEFFERSON ST, OSSIAN, IN 46777

VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM

FEATURING 5 ORIGINAL PAINTINGS BY WILLIAM P. SILVA

SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight

Commercial - Business - Home - Industrial
Electronic Locks - Keypads • Safes

Handicap openers • Camera Surveillance

 LIN’S LOCK &
 KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - COMMERCIAL
•Locks •Safes •Door Closers  •Padlocks
•Mobile Service •Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors, Openers,

Springs, Cables, Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton  - Lin Harrold, CML

(260)824-3533 • Cell 827-7632
CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

 CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

 Radio Controls
 1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

 Lin Harrold, CML •   (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

Lin Harrold, CML •   (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
 1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

 Lin Harrold, CML •   (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

SPOTLIGHT
Put your 
business

in the

Call 824-0224

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Complimentary concierge services for
all of your travel planning needs.

Stephanie Hiday - Travel Specialist
260-417-7656

s.hiday@magicalvacationplanner.com

•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines

•	All	Inclusive	
Resorts

Specializing in:

Gaza in ruins after Israel’s offensive. Rebuilding may take decades
By JOSEPH KRAUSS 
and SARAH EL DEEB 

Associated Press
The Gaza Strip is in ruins.
There are hills of rubble where apartment 

blocks stood, and pools of sewage-tainted 
water spreading disease. City streets have 
been churned into dirt canyons and, in many 
places, the air is filled with the stench of 
unrecovered corpses.

Israel’s yearlong offensive against 
Hamas, one of the deadliest and most 
destructive in recent history, has killed 
more than 41,000 people, a little over half 
of them women and children, according to 
local health officials. With no end in sight to 
the war and no plan for the day after, it is 
impossible to say when – or even if – any-
thing will be rebuilt.

Even after the fighting stops, hundreds 
of thousands of people could be stuck living 
in squalid tent camps for years. Experts say 
reconstruction could take decades.

“This war is destruction and misery. It 
would make the stones cry out,” said Shi-
faa Hejjo, a 60-year-old housewife living in 
a tent pitched on land where her home once 
stood. 

Israel blames the destruction on Hamas. 
Its Oct. 7 attack on Israel — in which some 
1,200 people were killed and around 250 
taken hostage — ignited the war. Israel says 
Hamas embedded much of its military infra-
structure, including hundreds of miles of 
tunnels, in densely populated areas where 
some of the heaviest battles were fought.

The fighting left roughly a quarter of all 
structures in Gaza destroyed or severely 
damaged, according to a U.N. assessment in 
September based on satellite videos. It said 
around 66% of structures, including more 
than 227,000 housing units, had sustained at 
least some damage.

If there’s a cease-fire, around half of all 
families “have nowhere to go back to,” said 
Alison Ely, a Gaza-based coordinator with 
the Shelter Cluster, an international coalition 
of aid providers led by the Norwegian Refu-
gee Council.

The devastation in Gaza exceeds front-
line towns in Ukraine

Almost as many buildings have been 
destroyed or damaged in Gaza as in all 
of Ukraine after its first two years of war 
with Russia, according to Corey Scher and 
Jamon Van Den Hoek, U.S.-based research-
ers who use satellite radar to document the 
wars’ devastation.

To put that into perspective: Gaza is less 
than half the size of Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv.

The amount of destruction in central and 
southern Gaza alone, Scher said, is roughly 
equivalent to what was lost in the front-
line town of Bakhmut, the scene of one of 
the deadliest battles in the Ukraine war 
and where Russian forces destroyed nearly 
every building in their path to force Ukrai-
nian troops to withdraw. The destruction in 
northern Gaza is even worse, he said.

Gaza’s water and sanitation system has 
collapsed. More than 80% of its health facil-
ities — and even more of its roads — are 
damaged or destroyed.

At the end of January, the World Bank 
estimated $18.5 billion of damage — nearly 
the combined economic output of the West 
Bank and Gaza in 2022. That was before 
some intensely destructive Israeli ground 
operations, including in the southern border 
city of Rafah.

When Israeli ground forces pushed into 
the southern city of Khan Younis in January, 
Shifaa Hejjo and her family fled their four-
story home with only the clothes they were 
wearing.

They spent months in various tent camps 
before she decided to return – and the sight 
brought her to tears.

Her entire neighborhood had been 
destroyed, her former home and the roads 
leading to it lost in a sea of rubble.

Around 90% of Gaza’s 2.3 million people 
have been displaced by the war, often mul-
tiple times, according to U.N. estimates. 
Hundreds of thousands have crowded into 
sprawling tent camps near the coast with no 
electricity, running water or toilets. Hunger 
is widespread.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United 
States has spent a record of at least $17.9 
billion on military aid to Israel since the 
war in Gaza began and led to escalating 
conflict around the Middle East, accord-
ing to a report for Brown University’s 
Costs of War project, released Monday 
on the anniversary of Hamas’ attacks on 
Israel.

An additional $4.86 billion has gone 
into stepped-up U.S. military opera-
tions in the region since the Oct. 7, 2023, 
attacks, researchers said in findings first 
provided to The Associated Press. That 
includes the costs of a Navy-led cam-
paign to quell strikes on commercial 
shipping by Yemen’s Houthis, who are 
carrying them out in solidarity with the 
fellow Iranian-backed group Hamas.

The report — completed before Israel 
opened a second front, this one against 
Iranian-backed Hezbollah militants in 
Lebanon, in late September — is one of 
the first tallies of estimated U.S. costs as 
the Biden administration backs Israel in 
its conflicts in Gaza and Lebanon and 
seeks to contain hostilities by Iran-allied 
armed groups in the region.

The financial toll is on top of the cost 
in human lives: Hamas militants killed 
more than 1,200 people in Israel a year 
ago and took others hostage. Israel’s 
retaliatory offensive has killed nearly 
42,000 people in Gaza, according to the 
territory’s Health Ministry, which does 
not distinguish between civilians and 
combatants in its count.

The financial costs were calculated 
by Linda J. Bilmes, a professor at Har-
vard’s John F. Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment, who has assessed the full costs 

of U.S. wars since the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks, and fellow researchers William 
D. Hartung and Stephen Semler.

Israel — a protege of the United States 
since its 1948 founding — is the biggest 
recipient of U.S. military aid in history, 
getting $251.2 billion in inflation-adjusted 
dollars since 1959, the report says.

Even so, the $17.9 billion spent since 
Oct. 7, 2023, in inflation-adjusted dol-
lars, is by far the most military aid sent to 
Israel in one year. The U.S. committed to 
providing billions in military assistance 
to Israel and Egypt each year when they 
signed their 1979 U.S.-brokered peace 
treaty, and an agreement since the Obama 
administration set the annual amount for 
Israel at $3.8 billion through 2028.

The U.S. aid since the Gaza war 
started includes military financing, arms 
sales, at least $4.4 billion in drawdowns 
from U.S. stockpiles and hand-me-
downs of used equipment.

Much of the U.S. weapons delivered 
in the year were munitions, from artil-
lery shells to 2,000-pound bunker-bust-
ers and precision-guided bombs.

Expenditures range from $4 billion to 
replenish Israel’s Iron Dome and David’s 
Sling missile defense systems to cash for 
rifles and jet fuel, the study says.

Unlike the United States’ publicly doc-
umented military aid to Ukraine, it was 
impossible to get the full details of what 
the U.S. has shipped Israel since last Oct. 
7, so the $17.9 billion for the year is a par-
tial figure, the researchers said.

They cited Biden administration 
“efforts to hide the full amounts of aid 
and types of systems through bureau-
cratic maneuvering.”

US spends a record $17.9 billion on 
military aid to Israel since last Oct. 7

A spacecraft is on its way to a harmless asteroid 
slammed by NASA in a previous save-the-Earth test
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