
By JONATHAN SNYDER
Rina Stuck (R) was elected as the replace-

ment County Recorder in a Wells County 
Republican caucus election Saturday.

Stuck was selected after Carolyn Bertsch 
was elected to replace Ossian Clerk-Trea-
surer Angie Ealing, effective Dec. 1. Stuck 
was unopposed and elected unanimously by 
the electoral board. Stuck is also the only 
candidate running for the position in the 
general election.

State Representative Matt Lehman nomi-
nated Stuck for the role. Lehman cited 
Stuck’s honesty and commitment to serv-
ing as reasons to nominate her for the role. 
Stuck also addressed the caucus, stating her 
excitement at returning to Wells after previ-
ously working in the Recorder’s Office in 
Adams County.

“I’m excited to come back to Wells 
County and implement what I’ve learned 
being in Adams County,” Stuck said. “To 
come back and serve again in the county 
that I’ve lived in 34 years ago is exciting.”
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“Fire” up the griddles
A special breakfast for the 

police and fire departments 
was prepared Saturday morn-

ing. Above, firefighter Adam 
Hannie flips a pancake. At 

right, firefighter Kadin Gerber 
cooks up some sausage while 

Battalion Fire Chief Brandon 
Mechling oversees. Below, 

firefighter Landon Eads, right, 
talks with Isaac, left, and Niles 
Stoller about his experiences 

as a fireman. (Photos by 
Jonathan Snyder)

Rina Stuck thanks the caucus board for elect-
ing her as County Recorder. (Photo by Jona-
than Snyder)

Stuck caucused for County 
Recorder after Bertsch 
announces retirement

Pictured left to right at the 50th CAC anniversary gala are Creative Arts Executive Director Jen-
iece Lipsey and board members Meagan VandeLaar, Natasha Gilgen, Ted Smith, Jeanette Lun-
deen, Eric Blessing and Julie Harvey. (Photos by Barbara Barbieri)

Creative Arts celebrated 
past, present and future 
plans at anniversary gala

By BARBARA
BARBIERI

The 50th anniversary of the Creative Arts 
Council of Wells County was celebrated 
Saturday evening with a dinner held at the 
Wells County Commerce & Visitors Cen-
ter. Plans for a building project that would 
include a theater near Bluffton High School 
were discussed.

CAC’s Executive Director Janiece 
Lipsey welcomed those attending and 
offered a brief history of the council’s pro-

grams and sites over the years, beginning in 
1974 when the activities were offered from 
the former Dr. Mead home in the 200 block 
of West Washington St. (now a parking lot), 
directly across from the current Wells Coun-
ty Public Library.

As the council and the activities have 
moved sites, all of the moves were prompt-
ed by the need for more space. And so the 
council is on the look out to move again as 
the current space at the Life Community 

Hurricane Milton is growing 
stronger as it blows toward 
Florida’s Tampa Bay region
By FREIDA FRISARO,  Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — 
Hurricane Milton quickly intensified Sun-
day and is on track to become a major hur-
ricane with the Tampa Bay area in its sights, 
putting Florida on edge and triggering evac-
uation orders along a coast still reeling from 
Helene’s devastation.

While forecast models vary, the most 
likely path suggests Milton could make 
landfall Wednesday in the Tampa Bay area 
and remain a hurricane as it moves across 
central Florida into the Atlantic Ocean, fore-
casters said. That would largely spare other 
southeastern states ravaged by Hurricane 
Helene, which caused catastrophic damage 
from Florida into the Appalachian Moun-
tains and a death toll that rose Sunday to at 
least 230 people.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said Sunday 
that it’s clear that Florida is going to be hit 
hard by Milton — “I don’t think there’s any 
scenario where we don’t have major impacts 
at this point.”

Hurricane Milton was centered about 815 
miles west-southwest of Tampa on Sunday 
afternoon, with maximum sustained winds 
of 80 mph, the National Hurricane Center 
said.

“You have time to prepare — all day 
today, all day Monday, probably all day 
Tuesday to be sure your hurricane prepared-
ness plan is in place,” the governor said. “If 
you’re on that west coast of Florida, bar-
rier islands, just assume you’ll be asked to 
leave.”

In Pinellas County, home to St. Peters-
burg, officials issued voluntary evacuation 
orders for people along the barrier island 
beaches and mobile home parks. Mandatory 
evacuations are likely to follow.

With Milton achieving hurricane status, 
this is the first time the Atlantic has had 
three simultaneous hurricanes after Sep-
tember, said Colorado State University hur-
ricane scientist Phil Klotzbach. There have 
been four simultaneous hurricanes in August 

(Continued on Page 2) (Continued on Page 2)

Township waits on Ossian 
Town Council meeting 
for fire agreement

By HOLLY GASKILL
A contract for fire protection in Jefferson 

Township remains unsigned, but the town-
ship advisory board intends to meet with the 
Ossian Town Council later this month.

The board and town of Ossian have 
engaged in negotiations for 2025 fire cover-
age from the Ossian Fire Department since 
April, originally stemming from the town’s 
desire for the township and town to pay pro-
portionally for services. The board recently 
moved forward with a 2025 budget with 
roughly $122,000 in the agreement. 

However, the Jefferson Township Advi-
sory Board did not discuss signing the 
agreement during their meeting Thursday, 
because board member David Haiflich said 
a resident had asked if “the town could cut 
us (Jefferson Township) a check and (us) 
pay it (the fire department).” Haiflich said 

that Ossian Fire Department Chief Ben Fen-
stermaker would discuss it with the town, 
and, therefore, Haiflich wanted to wait on 
voting. The Ossian Town Council’s next 
meeting is Oct. 14.

Haiflich claimed the town council has 
been delaying this process and has been 
unable to work to meet with the township 
board. “It’s not this board who has waited to 
the last second,” he said. 

“My concern is that we’re playing this 
big game of chicken, and all of us in the 
township … won’t have fire coverage,” an 
audience member interjected. “We’re the 
ones that are going to have to pay.”

“So let me explain one thing to you about 
that,” Haiflich responded. “So, you’re a fire-
man, correct? So you’re going to say to all 
these people out here if on (Dec.) 31st we 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Weather
Monday, October 7, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:41 p.m. Sunday)
High: 80; Low: 59; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.07  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Sunday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a 

high near 67. Northwest 
wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Tonight: Clear, with 
a low around 40. North-
west wind around 5 mph 
becoming calm in the eve-
ning. 

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 70. Light west wind 
increasing to 5 to 10 mph in the afternoon. 

Tuesday Night: Clear, with a low around 40. North-
west wind around 5 mph 
becoming calm in the eve-
ning. 

Wednesday: Sunny, with 
a high near 70.

Wednesday Night: Clear, 
with a low around 39.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 71.
Thursday Night: Clear, with a low around 44.
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 77.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 52.
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 79.
Saturday Night: Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 
53.

Sunday: A slight chance 
of showers. Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 75.

Heavy Glass Shower Doors • Vinyl Windows, 
Custom Mirrors as well as Commercial Work

www.strongholdglassllc.com • 1325 West Wiley, Blufft  on • 260-824-4715

www.PerfectPetBluffton.com

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 11-2
Emily Striker & Amanda Clark Owners

618 N. Main St., Bluff ton (beside Taco Bell)  •  260-846-0276

Curb Side Service Available 
Call in Your Order for Convenience

Tune up
Heating System 

Service &  
Maintenance 
And Oh Yeah

TIRES

BLUFFTON TIRE INC.
260-824-0418  • 1308 S. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON 

WWW.BLUFFTONTIRE.COM • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00

FALL IS CLOSE
READY?

 

AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY PERSONAL PROPERTY

260.426.0633
STEFFENGRP.COM

AU12100045 • AC30500053  

VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM

SELLER: BOOTS ESTATE
SALE MANAGER: BOBBY PERRY (260.273.7260)

TRUCK - BOAT - WAGONS - PYREX - ADVERTISING
SU N , OC T 6 T H -  SU N ,  OC T 13 T H

THURS, OCT 3RD  (3PM - 6PM) & THURS, OCT 10TH (3PM - 6PM)

AUCTION PREVIEW & ONLINE BIDDING ASSISTANCE:

3 6 6  W  3 0 0  N ,  B LU F F T O N ,  I N  4 6714

1993 FORD F150 - BOAT - MINI BIKE - WAGONS -PYREX
CORNINGWARE - ANTIQUES - COLLECTIBLES - FURNITURE 
GLASSWARE - JEWELRY - ADVERTISING - TOYS - HOUSEHOLD
E L E C T R O N I C  -  B O A R D  G A M E S  -  M U C H  M O R E !

Church, 428 South Oak St. 
in Bluffton, has reached the 
limit.

To this end, the council 
members have been in con-
versations with the Bluffton-
Harrison MSD school board 
and Superintendent Brad 

Yates to build a theater and 
create an arts magnet school 
beside the current high 
school.

Discussions have been 
going on for several years 
and Architect Doug Routh 
of Elevatus Architecture was 
hired to create a visual ren-

dering of what that building 
might look like. 

Those attending the event 
were invited to ask questions 
about the project and inspect 
the poster boards displaying 
a possible theater, surround-
ed by classrooms, gallery 
space and a black box. 

Sponsors of the eve-
ning included Elevatus 
Architecture, Emshwiller 
& Emshwiller, FCI Con-
struction, Eric and Pam 
Blessing, A Perfect Blend 
and Welches All Vehicle 
Repair.

barb@news-banner.com

and September.
The St. Petersburg-Tam-

pa Bay area is still cleaning 
up extensive damage from 
Helene. Twelve people 
perished as storm surge 
swamped the coast, with 
the worst damage along the 
narrow, 20-mile string of 
barrier islands that stretch 
from St. Petersburg to 
Clearwater.

DeSantis expanded his 
state of emergency decla-
ration Sunday to 51 of the 
state’s 67 counties — home 
to more than 90% of the 
state’s nearly 23 million 
residents. The state’s Pan-
handle, which continues to 
recover from other recent 
storms, is expected to be 
mostly spared.

Floridians should prepare 
for more power outages and 
disruption, making sure they 
have a week’s worth of food 
and water and are ready to 
hit the road, DeSantis said. 
The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, mean-
while, coordinated with the 
governor and briefed Presi-
dent Joe Biden Sunday on 
how it has staged lifesaving 
resources.

“We are preparing ... for 
the largest evacuation that 
we have seen, most like-
ly since 2017, Hurricane 
Irma,” said Kevin Guthrie, 
executive director of the 
Florida Division of Emer-
gency Management.

The state has prepared 
emergency fuel sources 
and electric vehicle charg-
ing stations along evacua-
tion routes, and “identified 
every possible location that 
can possibly house someone 
along those routes,” Guth-
rie said. People who live in 
homes built after Florida 

strengthened its codes in 
2004, who don’t depend on 
constant electricity and who 
aren’t in evacuation zones, 
should probably avoid the 
roads, he said.

All classes and school 
activities in St. Peters-
burg’s Pinellas County pre-
emptively closed Monday 
through Wednesday as Mil-
ton approached, and offi-
cials in Tampa opened all 
city garages free of charge 
to residents hoping to pro-
tect their cars from flood-
waters, including electric 
vehicles.

As many as 4,000 
National Guard troops 
are helping state crews to 
remove the tons of debris 
left behind by Helene, 
DeSantis said, and he direct-
ed that Florida crews dis-
patched to North Carolina in 
Helene’s aftermath return to 
the state to prepare for Mil-
ton. The Florida Department 
of Emergency Manage-
ment is establishing a base 
camp at Tropicana Field in 
St. Petersburg, where the 
Tampa Bay Rays play base-
ball, to support the opera-
tions to remove debris ahead 
of Milton’s arrival, the gov-
ernor said.

“All available state assets 
... are being marshaled 
to help remove debris,” 
DeSantis said. “We’re going 
24-7.”

Air search and rescue 
teams on Saturday found 39 
more storm survivors who 
were still stranded in western 
North Carolina, state Gov. 
Roy Cooper’s office said. 
So far, almost 6,600 people 
have been rescued, evacuat-
ed or assisted by search-and-
rescue teams since the storm 
hit, the office said.

FEMA Administrator 

Deanne Criswell defended 
her agency’s response to the 
hurricane’s destruction after 
Republicans’ false claims, 
amplified by former Presi-
dent Donald Trump, created 
a frenzy of misinformation 
across devastated communi-
ties.

“This kind of rhetoric is 
not helpful to people and 
it’s really a shame we’re 
putting politics ahead of 
helping people,” Criswell 
told ABC’s George Stepha-
nopoulos, adding that it’s 
created fear and mistrust 
among residents against 
the thousands of FEMA 
employees and volunteers 
on the ground across the 
southeast.

Criswell said the agency is 
already preparing for Milton.

“We’re working with the 
state there to understand 
what their requirements 
are going to be, so we can 
have those in place before it 
makes landfall,” she said.

Federal disaster assis-
tance for survivors has sur-
passed $137 million since 
Helene struck more than a 
week ago, one of the larg-
est mobilizations of per-
sonnel and resources in 
recent history, FEMA said 
Sunday.

Some 1,500 active-duty 
troops, more than 6,100 
National Guardsmen and 
nearly 7,000 federal work-
ers have been deployed, 
shipping more than 14.9 
million meals, 13.9 million 
liters of water, 157 gen-
erators and 505,000 tarps, 
along with approving more 
than $30 million in housing 
and other types of assistance 
for over 27,000 house-
holds, according to FEMA, 
the White House and the 
Department of Defense.

More than 800 people 
unable to return home are 
staying in lodging provided 
through FEMA, and 22 shel-
ters are still housing nearly 
1,000 people as mobile feed-
ing operations continue to 
help survivors. The response 
to Helene won’t let up dur-
ing Milton and its aftermath, 
because FEMA has the 
capacity to address multiple 
disasters simultaneously, the 
agency said.

“My Administration is 
sparing no resource to sup-
port families as they begin 
their road to rebuilding,” 
Biden said. “We will con-
tinue working hand-in-hand 
with local and state leaders – 
regardless of political party 
and no matter how long it 
takes.”

The hurricane center 
said Mexico’s Yucatan Pen-
insula, the Florida Penin-
sula, the Florida Keys and 
the northwestern Bahamas 
should monitor the system’s 
progress. Heavy rainfall was 
expected Sunday ahead of 
the storm itself and will like-
ly then combine with Mil-
ton’s rainfall to flood water-
ways and streets in Florida, 
where forecasters said up to 
a foot of rain could fall in 
places through Wednesday 
night.

Meanwhile in the open 
Atlantic, Hurricane Kirk 
diminished to a Category 2 
hurricane on Sunday, with 
top winds of 105 mph (165 
kph), sending large swells 
and “life-threatening surf 
and rip current conditions” 
to Bermuda and northward 
along the U.S. and Canadian 
coasts, the center said. Hur-
ricane Leslie was also mov-
ing over the Atlantic Ocean, 
well away from land, with 
top winds of 85 mph.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

don’t have an agreement out here, and 
when they dial 911, the 911 services 
are not going to send fire services to 
you?”

Multiple audience members 
responded that the statement was cor-
rect, but Haiflich disagreed. “They’re 
not going to say, ‘You’re in Jefferson 
Township, you can’t’ — no, I’m not 
saying we want it (fire protection) for 
free. We will get it straightened out, 
depending on which way we’ve got 
to go here. But we can’t get anywhere 
with this.”

Several audience members then 
questioned if there was an alternate 
plan, and board member Tim Baker 
said Township Trustee Larry Heckber 
had been unwilling to work with the 
board to discuss one. 

“A board member did start trying to 
come up with a plan,” Haiflich added, 
referring to Baker’s discussions with 
the Preble Fire Department, “and you 
guys (the Ossian Fire Department) 
attacked him at several meetings for 
what he did … As it stands right now, 
none of us up here are willing to give 
out a plan because we will be attacked 
for anything we might come up with.” 

An audience member discussed 
creating a fire territory, which was 
met with mixed responses from both 
audience members and the board. The 
board agreed to schedule an execu-
tive session with the township attorney 
before meeting with the Ossian Town 

Council.
Baker also reported that Heckber 

had purchased stamps for the Ossian 
Fire Department, which falls outside 
the current agreement. He motioned 
that the board president, Haiflich, 
oversee all checks to the first depart-
ment. Haiflich said he should oversee 
all checks, not just those for the fire 
department.

“David, why don’t you run to be 
trustee?” Heckber responded.

Baker said he didn’t want to tie 
Heckber down for all payments, but 
felt it had been an issue. Baker retained 
his motion, which passed 2-1; Baker 
and Haiflich were in favor and board 
member A.J. Springer was against.

Also during the meeting, the board 
and Heckber disputed the 2025 budget 
format for the township’s fire protection.

Heckber refused to reformat the 
township’s budget for fire protection 
with specific line items as all three 
board members requested. There was 
some confusion about why this was, as 
Heckber originally claimed he didn’t 
want to approve every payment on 
every invoice. Springer said this was 
inaccurate, and that the drafted agree-
ment outlines the township paying a 
biannual invoice.

However, the board members were 
not discussing the invoicing — they 
wanted specific line items for the fire 
department in the budget. Heckber 
asserted that the unapproved fire agree-
ment does not say he has to include the 

line items in the township budget and 
that the current version was appropriate 
according to the Department of Local 
Government Finance. He had provided 
a line item breakdown separately, but 
not in the budget.

Subsequently, Springer said they 
could amend the agreement to include 
the formatting if Heckber was unwill-
ing.

“The town is not going to change 
the agreement, I’ll tell you that right 
now,” Heckber said.

“That’s fine if they don’t want to 
change it,” Springer said. 

“If you don’t want fire protection, 
then that’s up to you also,” Heckber 
responded.

The board also rejected Heck-
ber’s proposal for a rate increase for 
the board members due to the other 
increasing costs. 

“It’s not fair to the public that we 
accept a raise for all this crap,” Hai-
flich said. “It’s not right, Larry. Give 
the public back the raises that we 
got.”

Heckber declined to omit his own 
raise, which he said was due to infla-
tion. When an audience member ques-
tioned why Heckber should get a raise, 
Heckber responded, “Because I do a 
heck of a lot more than most trustees, 
I’ll tell you that. If they (the board) 
want to refuse their increase, that’s 
fine.” The proposed increase was from 
$12,000 to $13,000 annually.

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Fire agreement

Creative Arts gala

At left, from left to right, Jen Whicker and Jan and Dr. George Babcock look at plans for the new theater. At right, Doug Routh of 
Elevatus Architecture presented the plans for the new theater and art magnet school building that could be located near Bluffton 
High School. (Photos by Barbara Barbieri)

Hurricane Milton

 TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner



By BARBARA 
BARBIERI

Murray was selected 
for the Wells County His-
torical Society’s My Town 
and Cemetery Walk this 
year. The program was pre-
sented Sunday afternoon 
at the Historical Museum’s 
annex, with the welcome 
given by Larry McAfee, 
president of the Genealogy 
Society.

Connie Brubaker, vice 
president of the Historical 
Society told the history of 
the cemetery and then enac-
tors told about some of the 
people buried in the cem-
etery.

The enactors and their 
roles were:

• Marsha Hotopp as Eliz-
abeth Miller.

• Richard Blanton as 
Adam Hatfield, who was 
a resident of Murray in 
1838.

•  Dennis Dailey as 
Lewis Dailey, who was a 
Civil War veteran who had 
a bullet wound to his foot 
on his way to battle at Pea 

Ridge.
• Larry McAfee as James 

McAfee, who came from 
Ireland and bought land near 
Kingsland in 1853.

• Ben Jones as Stephen 
Parkison, who had the dubi-
ous honor of being the next 
to last Union soldier who 
died in the Civil War.

• Cindy Hedges as Han-
nah Shady, representing 
the second and fourth gen-
erations of Jones-Shady pio-
neer family women buried 
in the cemetery.

• Alan Daugherty as 
Allan Norcross, who led a 
secluded  frugal life in Mur-
ray and was quite a charac-
ter.

After the walk through 
the cemetery, Dawn Mus-
selman narrated a slide 
presentation, prepared by 
Ben Jones, of scenes from 
Murray over the years. The 
conclusion of the program 
members of the audience 
were encouraged to share 
stories of former resident of 
Murray.

The Murray Cemetery is 

located at C.R. 400 N and 
east of 100 E in Lancaster 
Township. The land was 

donated by Oscar and Rev. 
Elijah Sutton.

barb@news-banner.com
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-

ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include 
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of 
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of 
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, 
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person, 
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication.

James Reef, 87
James Reef, 87, quickly passed 

away at his home in Ossian on 
Oct. 3, just twenty-seven days shy 
of his 88th birthday. Jim, the third 
of Dan and Mabel Reef’s three 
sons, was born on Oct. 30, 1936, 
in Flint, Michigan. He grew up on 
the family farm in Adams County, 
Indiana, and graduated from Jef-
ferson High School. 

When his draft number came 
up, he joined the United States 
Army and liked to say he fol-
lowed Elvis’ path from Fort Hood to Germany. After his 
government-sponsored European vacation, he returned 
home to the farm and embraced his role as the fun 
uncle to his growing tribe of nieces and nephews. 

He then met and married the love of his life Jean. 
Together, they moved to Wells County and raised their 
children, Scott, Karen, and Martin. Jim worked at Corn-
ing Glass Works and PHD, driven by a passion for 
making sure his family was well taken care of plus a 
little bit more. From attending every school event, pull-
ing the band trailer, embarking on the epic family plus 
in-laws California RV trip, getting each kid their first 
car, and sending them all off to college, Jim ensured 
his family got what they needed all wrapped up with 
a cheering section, common sense advice and a whole 
lot of love.

After retirement, Jim and Jean did some traveling but 
you could find him most often around home. He was 
making sure Jean got where she wanted to go, fixing 
something, helping his neighbors (whether they asked 
or not), tending to his remarkable garden, keeping an 
eye on gas prices and plotting ways to make his grand-
sons just a little ornerier. Jim will be remembered as 
a storyteller, sometimes prankster, a pro-tip guy, and 
always a helper, the person you could go to get the job 
done or ask to borrow the tool you needed. 

His memory will be carried forward by his beloved 
wife, Jean; sons, Scott (Girish Vitalpur) and Martin; 
daughter, Karen (Chris Hupe); grandsons, Alex and Jack 
Hupe; as well as many in-laws, nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

Jim is preceded in death by his daughter, Janice; his 
parents; and his brothers, Bill and Don Reef. 

A military service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Thurs-
day, Oct. 10, 2024, at Daugherty Cemetery 5501 East 
1200 South Bryant, Indiana 47326. Visitation will be 
held from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 
2024, at Elzey-Patterson-Rodak Funeral Home 120 W. 
Mill Street Ossian, Indiana 46777, with a time of shar-
ing beginning at 4:00 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, the family wishes you to make a 
memorial contribution to the charity of your choice. 

Condolences can be left online at www.elzey-patter-
son-rodak.com.

Terry Lee Fulkerson, 79
Terry Lee Fulkerson, 79, formally of Bluffton, passed 

away Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, at his residence in Fort 
Wayne.

Terry was born in Fort Wayne on Oct. 27, 1944, to 
Sylvester R. and Velma E. (Steffen) Fulkerson, both par-
ents preceded him in death. 

He is survived by two daughters, Sherry and Shelly; 
a brother, Ron (Suzy) Fulkerson of Bloomington; and a 
sister, Kay (Warren) Rauhe of Hastings, Michigan.

Per Terry’s wishes, private burial will be held at Apos-
tolic Christian Cemetery in Bluffton.  

Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluff-
ton has been entrusted with the arrangements

OBITUARIES

   FRESH • VARIETY • LOCAL • QUALITY
3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE

Mon.- Thur. 9 - 5  •  Fri. 9 - 6  •  Sat. 8 - 1
(Subject to change)

LOCALLY SUPPLIED  •  LOCALLY OWNED

260.638.4123

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
dressed weight

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99/lb.

• Smoked Pork Chops

• Pulled Pork with or 
without BBQ sauce
• Sloppy Joe   
• Roasting Hogs• Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad

Call in advance for all 
special orders

SPECIALS
Baked Meatloaf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.19/lb.
Smoked Ham Slice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.59/lb.
Spicy Summer Sausage  . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.89/lb.
Bun Size Co-Jack Cheese . . . . . . . . . . . $6.09/lb.

PRICES GOOD  Oct. 7 – Oct. 12, 2024www.lengerichmeats.com

YOUR PARTY and  HOLIDAY
HEADQUARTERS
YOUR PARTY and  HOLIDAY
HEADQUARTERS

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren

DeWeese
SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES

We Service All Appliances

This year the Wells County Histori-
cal Society and Genealogical Society 
chose the town of Murray as the 
focus for both the Cemetery Walk and 
Small Town Series. Taking the roles of 
people buried in the Murray Cemetery 
were, left to right, in the front row, Alan 
Daugherty, Connie Brubaker, Mar-
cia Hotopp and Cindy Hedges while 
behind them are Ben Jones, Richard 
Blanton, Larry McAfee, Dawn Mus-
selman and Dennis Dailey. (Photo by 
Barbara Barbieri)

County’s history comes alive at 
Historical Society’s cemetery walk

Chili Walk
Local businesses and 

non-profits served their 
own special chili as 

part of the Chili Walk 
downtown on Saturday.  

Above, Kim Hunt, left, 
and Blessing Fuchs 

serve up their chili to Kim 
Goodman and Bryan 

Mock, right. At right, Beth 
Tonner, left, and Javon 
Steffen catch up while 

enjoying their chili. (Pho-
tos by Jonathan Snyder)

Indiana Debate Commission 
announces U.S. Senate candidate 
debate, asks voters to send questions

By CASEY SMITH 
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Two of Indiana’s U.S. Senate hopefuls 
will face off in a debate later this month, 
although the third candidate — Republican 
Congressman Jim Banks — is not expected 
to participate.

The Indiana Debate Commission will host 
a U.S. Senate debate from 7 to 8 p.m. Oct. 29, 
one week before the Nov. 5 general election.

Democrat Valerie McCray and Libertar-
ian Andy Horning accepted the invitation 
to debate, IDC officials said. Along with 
Banks, the trio are vying to succeed Repub-
lican U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, who is seeking 
Indiana’s gubernatorial seat.

Banks’ campaign sent a statement in 
August to the ICC saying “Congressman 
Banks is focused on representing northeast 
Indiana in Congress, spending time with his 
family, and running a statewide campaign 
to be the next conservative U.S. Senator for 
Indiana. He will entertain debate options as 
we get closer to Election Day.”

Voters are invited to send in questions 
ahead of the debate, by Oct. 17, according 
to an IDC news release. They can do so on 
the commission’s website, www.indianade-
batecommission.com, using the “Ask Your 
Question” link at the top of the homepage.

Hoosiers whose questions are selected also 
may be offered the opportunity to ask their 
questions on pre-taped video to be broadcast 
during the hour-long debate, according to the 
IDC. Candidates do not receive the questions 
in advance from the commission, however.

The debate will stream live on the com-
mission’s website. Local television sta-
tions may additionally air the feed. View-
ers should check their local listing closer to 
debate night, the IDC advised.

Commission member Laura Merrifield 
Wilson, a political science professor at the 
University of Indianapolis, will moderate.

The IDC is additionally seeking Hoo-
siers’ questions for the final gubernatorial 
debate of the election cycle, scheduled for 
Oct. 24.
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By The Associated Press
Today is Monday, Oct. 

7, the 281st day of 2024. 
There are 85 days left in the 
year.

Today’s highlight in 
history: On Oct. 7, 2023, 
Hamas - l ed  mi l i t an t s 
launched air and ground 
attacks on Israel, killing 
nearly 1,200 and taking 
more than 250 hostages. 
The attacks, followed hours 
later by Israeli counterat-
tacks, marked the beginning 
of the current Israel-Hamas 

War.
Also on this date:
In 1765, the Stamp Act 

Congress convened in New 
York to draw up colonial 
grievances against England.

In 1913, the first moving 
assembly line began opera-
tion at the Ford Motor Com-
pany factory in Highland 
Park, Michigan.

In 1916, in the most 
lopsided victory in college 
football history, Georgia 
Tech defeated Cumberland 
University 222-0 in Atlanta.

Today in History

Braun, McCormick spar 
over TV ads, abortion

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana’s marquee political 
matchup — the Republican and Democratic nomi-
nees for governor — finally were on the same stage 
Wednesday night.

Republican Mike Braun (a former Democrat) 
and Democrat Jennifer McCormick (who was once 
a Republican) were expected to debate on abortion, 
property taxes, cannabis reform and utility rates.

But the “amplifying” moment came about halfway 
through their encounter when they sparred over an 
artificially altered TV ad. The Braun TV ad portrays 
McCormick as a “liberal” who voted for Hillary 
Clinton and Joe Biden. But the ad 
sparked controversy when the orig-
inal version of a campaign event 
had her supporters holding placards 
saying, “No gas stoves” instead of 
her campaign logo.

The General Assembly passed a law last winter 
making it illegal to artificially change political adver-
tising.

Braun said, “The only misstep there was [I] didn’t 
disclaim it. That’s a recent law that just passed. When 
I saw that, I immediately corrected it. That ad was 
to point out that my opponent is embracing some of 
the liberal policies. When you recommend joining an 
environmental alliance that espouses these things, you 
need to say you’re either for it or against it.”

McCormick responded, “That response was just 
so rich, when you’re blaming someone else for not 
having a disclaimer on an ad that is clearly from your 
campaign. First of all it is disheartening to see some-
thing misleading Hoosiers. We deserve better than that 
from our elected officials, particularly from a sitting 
senator. I have never mentioned stoves and he knows 
that. And it didn’t get taken down immediately.”

When Fox59 broke away from the debate for a 
commercial break, that very same Braun ad popped 
up on the broadcast.

Although this first fall debate was mostly civil, 
McCormick also brought up the fact that Republican 
lieutenant governor nominee Micah Beckwith called 
the Democrat a “Jezebel spirit.”

“The same week I was called a ‘Jezebel spirit’ by 
his ticket,” McCormick said. “When I was an elemen-
tary principal I learned what you do is you admit 
when you get something wrong. You own it and you 
apologize. We deserve better than that. That’s why 
Hoosiers are so exhausted by extremism.”

Braun retorted, “My opponent was the first one 
to put contrast advertising out there on the subject of 
abortion. That had manipulation to it as well.”

That comment referred to a McCormick TV ad 
that ran in September using Braun’s own words in 
Congress and during TV interviews talking about his 
position on abortion.

“We didn’t manipulate anything,” McCormick 
said. “We used his voice and message. It was not 
manipulated in any way. Using artificial intelligence 
to put other words on and purposely mislead is a 

whole other ballgame.”
The two nominees sparred over the abor-

tion issue when they were asked if they’d 
back any changes to Indiana’s abortion 
law passed by wide partisan Republican 
supermajority margins during a 2022 spe-
cial session.

“We’re a right-to-life state, backing the 
sanctity of life,” Braun said. “When our 
Legislature took it on they talked to their 
constituents, to Hoosiers. It has withstood 
the courts weighing in. So it is a bill that 

sanctifies life — 
we’re a state that does that, 
with reasonable exceptions. 
The people have spoken. Leg-
islators have listened, and we 

got a bill that seems to be working for Hoosiers.”
McCormick responded, “I don’t see how any 

elected official can say it’s working. We already have 
women dying in Indiana.

“I’m the only person onstage who has been preg-
nant. I’m the only person on this stage who has given 
birth,” McCormick continued. “I’m the only person 
on this stage who is a mom. I understand firsthand 
the complexities associated with pregnancy. I trust 
women; I trust health care providers. I believe in 
the standards set by Roe. It’s time we return to that. 
There’s too much at stake. 

“I know my opponent has said that he thought we 
got it right,” McCormick said. “When you make com-
ments like that, you put a lot of women’s lives at risk. 
II trust women, and there are a lot of Hoosiers with 
me on this issue.”

Asked how she would deal with the issue of prob-
able GOP majorities in the General Assembly if she 
were elected governor, McCormick said, “Anything 
we can do with our boards and commissions and 
agencies. I will work with the General Assembly as 
well. We will look at every step under our authority to 
do that.”

A Ball State Bowen Center Hoosier survey 
released last January noted than 59% of Hoosiers 
back abortion access and a clear majority want canna-
bis reform. The two candidates were asked if Indiana 
should have a citizen-generated ballot referendum 
process. Currently the General Assembly can initi-
ate a referendum, though in recent times it has been 
reserved mostly for taxation issues.

McCormick said that her ethics plan would 
“ensure Hoosiers have a voice” and that citizen-gen-
erated referendums are “absolutely a part of it.”

Braun, who said during the debate that teacher pay 
could be increased via local referendums, responded 
to the notion of citizen statewide versions, “We cur-
rently don’t have that. In the legislature, if there was 
an upswell for it, I would not rule it out.”

Howey is a senior reporter and columnist for State Affairs/
Howey Politics Indiana. Find him on X @hwypol.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

How we cope shows men and women are different
I reported last week about 

the decided move of young 
women to the political left and 
away from the religious affili-
ation of their childhood. But 
these measures, at least in the 
short run, do not appear to be 
relevant to the success young 
women are having in day-to-
day living in America.

By measures such as work 
and academic achievement, 
young women are doing much 
better than young men. 

Regarding work, as recent-
ly reported in The Wall Street Journal, 
more young women are now working 
than ever. The workforce participa-
tion rate of women ages 25-34, the 
percentage working or actively seek-
ing work, stood at 78.5%, up nearly 6 
percentage points from where it stood 
10 years ago.

The picture regarding young men 
in this age range is far different. The 
workforce participation rate of young 
men ages 25-34 stood at 89.1%, 
down several points from where it 
stood 20 years ago. At the rate of 
2004, another 700, 000 men in this 
age range today would be working. 

The article reports that, per the 
Census Bureau, 20% of these young 
men are living with their parents, 
compared to 12% of women.

If we look at education, we get a 
similar picture.

As reported recently in Forbes 
Magazine, per data from the Chron-
icle of Higher Education, the gap 

between the number of 
women and the number of 
men enrolled in college has 
grown markedly over the 
years. 

In 2021, there were 
3.1 million more women 
enrolled in college than 
men. In 1979, this gap 
stood at 200,000.

Regarding high school 
graduation rates, in 2021, 
for 30 states that break out 
their data by gender, the 
graduation rate of women 

exceeded that of men by 6.2 percent-
age points.

Among those ages 16-24 who 
graduated high school from January 
to October 2023, the percentage of 
girls going on to enroll in college was 
8 points higher than the percentage 
of boys. Graduation rates of women 
from college exceeded that of men in 
2022 by 6 percentage points.

Per the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, the suicide rate 
in the United States increased almost 
37% from 2000 to 2022. However, 
in 2022, the suicide rate among men 
was four times higher than among 
women. However, an apparent coun-
terfactual to all this is the rate of 
incidence of depression, as reported 
by Gallup.

Per Gallup, the incidence of 
reported depression in the United 
States is at an all-time high. In 2023, 
17.8% of Americans reported cur-
rently being depressed or being 

treated for depression. This com-
pared to 10.5% in 2015. Twenty-
nine percent reported having been 
treated for depression at some 
time in their life. This compared to 
19.6% in 2015.

However, the percentage of 
women reporting in 2023 to be 
depressed or being treated for depres-
sion, 23.8%, is double that of men, 
11.3%. Further, the percent of women 
reporting depression or being treated 
for depression was 6.2 points higher 
in 2023 than in 2017, compared to an 
increase among men of 2 points. 

What conclusions might be drawn 
from all of this?

Americans, overall, are stressed 
out in increasing numbers. Even 
though women are doing better than 
men coping materially in our coun-
try’s increasingly hedonistic society, 
it’s not working for them spiritually. 

Women are hard-wired, at least in 
the short run, to materially cope better 
than men in a spiritual vacuum. 

Men need the responsibility that 
comes with meaning, and most often, 
the source of meaning is marriage, 
family and religion. The declining 
appreciation for the importance of 
faith is taking a disproportionate toll 
among men.

But beyond all this, the data points 
to one important conclusion, simple 
and obvious, but increasingly obfus-
cated in our very confused, politically 
correct society of today.

Men and woman are different.
© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Star
Parker

Remember the 1990 
movie, King Ralph, where 
the entire royal family is 
wiped out in a freak acci-
dent, leaving only a distant 
relative to become King of 
England?

Or the 2016 television series, Designated Survivor, 
where an attack on the Capitol during the State of the 
Union eliminates everyone in the statutory line of suc-
cession except Kiefer Sutherland, an obscure cabinet 
official who had been pre-selected as the official who 
would not attend in case of just such a catastrophe?

After 9/11 many states, including Indiana, moved 
to formally establish a list of officials who would suc-
ceed the Governor and Lieutenant Governor in the event 
of a mass tragedy. Article 5, Section 10 of the Indiana 
Constitution was ratified in 2004 to designate a list of 
state officers who would temporarily “discharge the 
powers and duties of the governor if the office of gover-
nor and the office of lieutenant governor are both vacant, 
in the order listed.” The sixth and last office on the list, 
following the House speaker, Senate president pro tem-
pore, state treasurer, state auditor, and secretary of state, 
was the state superintendent of public instruction.

There has been no need to resort to this list in the two 
decades since its adoption. However, in 2021 the office 
of state superintendent was abolished by the General 
Assembly, replaced by a secretary of education appoint-
ed by the governor.

Line of succession
In 2022, the General Assembly initiated a process 

to remove the state superintendent position from the 
list of potential successors. The resolution to amend 
the Constitution passed the second time in 2023 and 
now will be Public Question #1 on the ballot in this 
November’s general election:

“Shall the Constitution of the State of Indiana be 
amended to remove the state superintendent of pub-
lic instruction from the list of officeholders who shall 
discharge the powers and duties of the governor if the 
office of the governor and lieutenant governor are both 
vacant?”.

Currently no formal process exists to inform voters of 
constitutional questions before they arrive in the election 
booth. As I wrote in the introduction to Volume VIII of 
Constitution Making in Indiana (2001-2020), there have 
been several efforts over the past 60 years to provide 
educational material to the voters in advance of an elec-
tion, but efforts at instituting a formal system by statute 
have failed.

The Constitutional Revision Commission, a two-year 
endeavor, issued lengthy reports detailing its recom-
mended changes, such as annual sessions, prior to the 
1970 general election, as detailed in Volume V (1961-
1970).

Explaining the amendments
During the period covered by Volume VI (1971-

1980), a series of reports set a high standard in voter 
education. Prior to the 1972 general election, the Indiana 
Legislative Council published a 17-page paper titled 
“Five Questions for Hoosier Voters.” Each of the five 
proposals up for ratification was discussed in turn, com-
paring the existing and proposed changes, and setting out 
the arguments pro and con. This seems to represent the 
high point in legislative efforts to educate the voter.

Beginning in the 1980s, such educational efforts 
became spare, so much so that in 1987 a House bill, 
which died in committee, proposed the temporary estab-
lishment of a constitutional amendment commission six 
months before any future constitutional amendment were 
to be presented to the voters for ratification, and specify-
ing that the commission’s duty would be to explain to 
the voters the reasons for voting for and against the rati-
fication of the amendment.

Finally, from 2006 through 2011, legislation was 
introduced in the Senate to require, prior to any general 
election where a constitutional question was to be sub-
mitted to the voters, the preparation of a neutral sum-
mary of the proposed constitutional amendment. It also 
would have required a posting on a designated state web 
site at least 60 days prior to the election, and in each 
polling place. The proposal passed the Senate four of 
the six times it was introduced, but never moved out of 
committee in the House.

Maybe it’s time to give the matter another look?
MARCIA J. ODDI

Attorney Marcia J. Oddi was one of the initial staffers at what later 
became the Legislative Services Agency. In the 1960s she staffed the 
Constitutional Review Commission, and has served as counsel to the 
State Budget Agency and Indiana Senate. This year she has conclud-
ed a project to update the series, “Constitution Making in Indiana.”

A constitutional amendment 
is on the ballot this year. 

This one’s simple but sometimes they aren’t.

Hoosier
Opinions
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Snubbed by so-called friend
Dear Annie: I tend not to tell 

people when they hurt my feelings 
because it feels rude to correct oth-
ers’ choices. This is especially true 
when it comes to social invitations. 
A few weeks ago, I had lunch with 
someone I consider a very close 
friend. We see each other a few times 
a month and have even traveled 
together. During lunch, they were 
excitedly telling me about a new 
gourmet group they were forming — 
a rotating dinner party. I said that it 
sounded like a lot of fun and that I 
was interested in joining.

The next time we met, the topic 
of the group came up again. To my 
shock and dismay, I was told, in a 
roundabout way, that I wouldn’t 
be included. My friend said, “I am 
going to be very selective about who 
I include because there are some 
people who think parties are ‘the 
more the merrier,’ and we just can’t 
have that. Like the time you asked 
me to include your mother at Easter; 
my table was at its max capacity.”

I was stunned. That request was 
10 years ago, and at the time, it 
was met with cheerful acceptance. I 
would have gladly stayed home with 
my mother if my friend had sim-
ply said the table was full. To have 
this moment brought up now, as if 
it were some sort of transgression, 
was deeply hurtful. It felt like a blow 
from someone I had trusted and val-
ued.

Now I find myself question-
ing our friendship. I no longer have 
any desire to be part of this “elite” 
group that seems to measure friend-
ship by such rigid and unkind stan-
dards. However, I’m left wondering 

how to handle 
this situation. 
Should I confront 
my friend about 
how hurtful their 
words  were , 
risking further 
t ens ion?  Or 
should I quietly 
step back, letting 
this friendship 
fade away in 
the face of such 
rudeness? — 
Sad Friend

D e a r  S a d 
Friend: You have every right to be 
stunned. Your friend sounds like a 
petty and unhappy person, hold-
ing onto resentment over something 
that happened 10 years ago on Eas-
ter. For your own sake, you should 
consider telling her how much her 
words hurt you, as this may provide 
you with some closure. What she 
said was not just insensitive; it was 
borderline cruel.

Hopefully, she will be able to do 
some self-reflection. By expressing 
how her actions affected you, you’re 
being a good friend and giving her a 
chance to understand the impact of 
her words.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidelity, 
communication and reconciliation 
— is available as a paperback and 
e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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Death is a part of life
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FX 24 132 136 148 Movie <++ Hocus Pocus (‘93) Bette Midler. <++ Ghostbusters: Afterlife (‘21) Carrie Coon. English (N) English English <++ Ghostbusters: Afterlife 

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld 

E! 26 142 114 236 
NCIS: Los Angeles "The 
Frozen Lake" 

NCIS: Los Angeles
"Iron Curtain Rising" 

<+++ Anchorman: The Legend of Ron 
Burgundy (‘04) Christina Applegate, Will Ferrell. 

<+++ Anchorman: The Legend of Ron 
Burgundy (‘04) Christina Applegate, Will Ferrell. 

E! News
(N) 

House of Villains
"Secret Identities" 

House of 
Villains 

PARMT 30 241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Grease (1978, Musical) Olivia Newton-John, Stockard 
Channing, John Travolta. 

<+++ Dirty Dancing (1987, Romance) Patrick Swayze, Jerry 
Orbach, Jennifer Grey. 

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
Countdown The ESPN NFL crew provides an in-depth 
look at Monday's game, as well as reviews of Sunday's ..

Kickoff /(:15) Football The Chiefs host the Saints. Kansas City has won seven 
of 12 meetings after a 32-29 triumph in 2020. 

(:15) 
Postgame 

SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter Kickoff /(:15) Football Postgame ESPN Doc. (N) Baseball 

FSMW 33 418 671 
P1 Racing P1 Racing NASCAR Race Rewind NASCAR 2023 Bank of 

America ROVAL 400 
Volleyball Teams TBA Coverage of competition 
from Athletes Unlimited Volleyball season. 

Sports 
Stars 

FIBA 
Basketball

United UFA 392 - Muay 
Thai For Life 8, Part 3 

United UFA 391 - Muay 
Thai For Life 8, Part 2 

USA 34 133 105 242 
9-1-1 "Sink or Swim" 9-1-1 "The Searchers" 9-1-1 "Athena Begins" WWE Monday Night RAW The superstars of the 

WWE square off in the ring and behind the scenes. 
The Anonymous (N) Scare 

Tactics 
The Anonymous "Silent 
Mode" 

Anonym. 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
Contraband: Seized at 
the Border 

Contraband: Seized
"The Cartel Games" 

Contraband "Does Your 
Wife Know?" 

Contraband: Seized
"No Secrets Allowed" 

Contraband: Seized
"Operation Block-Blitz" 

Contraband: Seized at 
Sea "That's Dope" 

Contraband: Seized at 
Sea "Ghost Ship" 

Contraband: Seized 
"No Secrets Allowed" 

TLC 36 73 183 280 I Love a Mama's Boy 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day: Other (N) Mama's Boy (N) 90 Day "Pillow Talk" (N) Sister Wives 90 Day Fiancé: Other 

HIST 38 77 120 269 
Aliens "Decoding the 
Dragon Gods" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Time Benders" 

Aliens "Edgar Cayce: 
The Sleeping Prophet" 

Ancient Aliens "Journey 
to Immortality" 

Ancient Colossal stones and fitted blocks at sites 
hint at the prospect of advanced technology. (N) 

(:05) Aliens "Mystery of 
the Lost Civilization" 

(:05) Ancient Aliens: 
Origins 

A&E 39 134 118 265 Neighbor. Neighbor. Hoarders Hoarders Hoarders "Tim" (SP) (N) Hoarders (N) Neighbor. Neighbor. (:05) Hoarders "Tim" 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
< The 27-Hour Day (2021, Romance) Andrew 
Walker, Rhiannon Fish, Autumn Reeser. 

< Blind Date Book Club (2024, Romance) Robert 
Buckley, Hilary Jardine, Erin Krakow. 

< Branching Out (2024, Romance) Juan Pablo Di 
Pace, Gabe Baker, Sarah Drew. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(4:35) < Leatherface (‘17) Stephen 
Dorff, James Bloor, Sam Strike. 

(:35) <+++ Insidious (2010, Horror) Rose Byrne, Barbara 
Hershey, Patrick Wilson. 

<++ Insidious: Chapter 2 (2013, Horror) Rose Byrne, Barbara 
Hershey, Patrick Wilson. 

<++ Old (‘21) Vicky Krieps, Rufus 
Sewell, Gael García Bernal. 

TBS 43 130 139 247 MLB Baseball All the latest action from Major League Baseball. (L) (N) MLB Baseball All the latest action from Major League Baseball. (L) (N) MLB Close American 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
<+++ Black Panther (2018, Action) Michael B. Jordan, Lupita Nyong'o,
Chadwick Boseman. 

<+++ Thor: Ragnarok (2017, Action) Tom Hiddleston, Cate 
Blanchett, Chris Hemsworth. 

(:45) <+ Wrath of the Titans (2012, Fantasy) Liam Neeson, 
Ralph Fiennes, Sam Worthington. 

AMC 45 131 254 
(4:00) <+++ The Fly 
(‘86) Jeff Goldblum. 

<++ Halloween 5: The Revenge of Michael 
Myers (‘89) Danielle Harris, Donald Pleasence. 

<+ Halloween: Resurrection (2002, Horror) Brad 
Loree, Busta Rhymes, Jamie Lee Curtis. 

<++++ Halloween (1978, Horror) Jamie Lee 
Curtis, Nancy Loomis, Donald Pleasence. 

<++ Halloween II 
(‘81) Jamie Lee Curtis. 

COM 47 107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Daily Show (N) Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
Speak Joy Taylor, Keyshawn Johnson and Paul 
Pierce discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

The American Rodeo Contender Round All the 
action from rodeo competitions. 

Pokerstars Big Game 
on Tour 

Pokerstars Big Game 
on Tour 

TMZ 
Sports (N) 

College Football UCLA 
at Penn State 

College 
Football 

WGN 53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE 57 128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Halloween "Mad Mutations and Transformations" Kids Baking (N) Halloween Baking (N) Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Baking 
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck (N) WatchWhat Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck 
NICK 68 170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob <++ Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City Primos Primos Ladybug Ladybug Kiff Kiff Jessie Jessie Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(4:00) <+++ Edward Scissorhands 
(‘90) Winona Ryder, Johnny Depp. 

<+++ Casper (1995, Children) Bill Pullman, Cathy Moriarty,
Christina Ricci. 

(:55) <+++ Beetlejuice (1988, Comedy) Alec 
Baldwin, Geena Davis, Michael Keaton. 

The 700 Club Boy Meets 
World 

Boy Meets 
World 

HBO  301 300 501 
(4:50) Last 
Week To. 

The 
Franchise 

(:05) <+++ Civil War (2024, Action) Wagner 
Moura, Cailee Spaeny, Kirsten Dunst. 

(:55) The Penguin "Bliss" My Brilliant (N) The Penguin "Bliss" My Brilliant Friend: 
Story of the Lost Child 

(:55) The 
Franchise 

My 
Brilliant 

MAX  325 310 515 
(:10) <+++ Gangs of New York (2002, History) Daniel Day-Lewis, Cameron 
Diaz, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

<+++ Scott Pilgrim vs. the World 
(‘10) Michael Cera. 

(:55) < The Trust (2016, Thriller) Elijah Wood, Jerry 
Lewis, Nicolas Cage. (P) 

(:25) <++ Trespass Against Us (‘16) 
Brendan Gleeson, Michael Fassbender. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:15) <++++ The 
Godfather 

(:15) <+++ The Virgin Suicides (1999, Drama)
Kathleen Turner, Kirsten Dunst, James Woods.  

<++ Men, Women & Children (2014, Drama)
Jennifer Garner, Judy Greer, Rosemarie DeWitt. (P) 

<+++ Talk to Me (‘22) Alexandra 
Jensen, Joe Bird, Sophie Wilde. 

(:35) <++++ The Godfather (‘72) Al 
Pacino, James Caan, Marlon Brando. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:05) <++ Labor Day 
(‘13) Kate Winslet. 

<++ Kiss the Girls (1997, Mystery) Ashley Judd,
Cary Elwes, Morgan Freeman. 

<+++ Truth (2015, Drama) Robert Redford,
Topher Grace, Cate Blanchett. 

(:05) <+++ The Talented Mr. Ripley (1999, Thriller) Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Jude Law, Matt Damon. 

<+++ 
Carol 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: My sister’s 
teenage children were 
kept from her funeral. 
Is it too overprotective 
to keep children from 
the loss of loved ones, 
funerals, and the mourn-
ing that is a part of life? 
– D.F.

Answer: Geoffrey 
Gorer, an English-
man, began a study 
of the change in atti-
tudes toward death and 
mourning as a result 
of a series of personal 
experiences. He lost 
his father on the ship 
Lusitania in 1915, so 
was never able to see his 
body. It was 1931 before 
he first viewed a dead 
body and could experi-
ence and observe the 
conventions of mourn-
ing.

Gorer published an 

article that reported 
how children were 
e x c l u d e d  f r o m 
funeral services, 
sometimes even 
those of their own 

parents. He told about 
the death of his brother 
in 1961. In speaking of 
his nephews, he said, 
“Their father’s death 
was quite unmarked 
for them by ritual of 
any kind, and was 
even nearly treated as a 
secret, for it was many 
months before Elizabeth 
(his wife) could bear to 
mention him or have 
him mentioned in her 
presence.”

A woman wrote, 
“When I was 12, my 
mother died of leu-
kemia. She was there 
when I went to bed. 
When I woke up the 
next morning, my par-
ents were gone. My 
father came home, took 
my brother and me on 
his knee, and burst into 

screeching sobs and 
said, ‘Jesus took your 
mother.’ Then we never 
talked about it again. It 
was too painful for us.”

How unfortunate 
when Jesus is depicted 
to children as the person 
who “took” mommy or 
daddy, without the child 
having a previous under-
standing of the hope of 
Heaven and eternal life. 
In contrast, the remem-
brance of a friend who 
was dying of cancer 
said, “The prayers of 
God’s people are the 
extension of His lov-
ing arms.” As she died, 
her entire family stood 
around her bed and lit-
erally sang her into the 
glory of Heaven.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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By RYAN WALKER
Stan Gilbert’s first cross 

country invitational with his 
name on it went pretty well 
for his Bluffton Tigers.

The 35-year girls’ head 
coach watched on as the 
boys finished in first place 
and the girls second at the 
first-ever Stan Gilbert Invi-
tational on Saturday morn-
ing.

Gilbert and his fam-
ily were in attendance along 
with a large Bluffton crowd 
of supporters to celebrate a 
coach’s legacy that impact-
ed lives of runners and stu-
dents for years.

One of his students and 
now head coach of both the 
boys and the girls, Michael 
Vanderkolk, decided it was 
time to stamp Gilbert’s 
name into a home invita-
tional.

In Gilbert’s 35 years, he 
won three ACAC titles and 
qualified for nine regionals, 
including eight in a row from 
1991-1999. Two times his 
Tigers went to the semi-state, 
and his most successful run-
ner, Susan Barth, finished top 
10 in the state twice.

But to receive the honor, 
Vanderkolk was quick to 
highlight Gilbert as a per-
son, then a coach.

“His optimism shone a 
light through the school,” 
Vanderkolk said. “He was a 
Bluffton Tiger through and 
through. When I spoke to 
him this summer, he lit up 
while reminiscing over sto-
ries throughout the years, so 
I knew it was the right call.”

The current Tigers 
showed out on Gilbert’s 
watch on Saturday.

Levi Johns and Jude 
Baumgartner finished 1-2 
overall to lead Bluffton to 
first. Aidan Graves wasn’t 
far behind in seventh. All 

three hit personal records.
For the girls, Cora Kun-

kel and Abigail Ramseyer 
continued to impress as 
freshmen and finished third 
and fifth overall. Those two 
along with five other run-
ners hit personal bests.

Southern Wells also com-
peted, and although the boys 
and the girls didn’t have 
their best days, the coaches 
aren’t worried.

“I had some disappointed 
boys,” Raiders’ head coach 
Monica Edgeman said. 
“They thought it would be 
better today, but we keep 
telling them, ‘Today isn’t 
your tournament. Today is 
not what we’ve been train-
ing since June for. We didn’t 
want you to PR today and 
not do well the next two 
weeks.’”

Jarin Frauhiger finished 
in 15th overall in the race 
with .01 seconds to spare 
over teammate Kelton Barr 
in 16th place. Colter Kiel 
finished 23rd overall. The 
team placed fifth overall.

For the girls, the team 
grew in numbers this off-
season, and the results are 
starting to show.

Sarah McFarren fin-
ished in 13th followed by 
Marianne Pease in 15th. The 
team placed fifth overall.

Edgeman’s looking for-
ward to seeing all of the 
hard work pay off at the 
end, but admits her girls 
have been banged up at the 
end of the season. Her bal-
ance between keeping the 
girls conditioned but not 
overworking them will be a 
challenge as the ACAC and 
sectional meets will happen 
over the next two weeks. 
But, unlike last season, the 
girls will have a team score 
with more than four runners 
are on the roster and ready 

to roll.
“Our girls last year — we 

were lucky to have five (run-
ners) and we had eight most 
of this season. So that’s a 
blessing because sometimes 
it was a different (runner) 
pulling in at No. 5. Today, 
we’re still just battling some 
injuries with our No. 1 and 
No. 4 girl and just trying to 
get healthy for the next two 
weeks.”

In the middle school 
races, the Raiders swept the 
invitational.

The boys’ team had a 
team score of 17 points, 
defeating Adams Central 
with 40 and Bluffton 76.

The girls finished with a 
score of 38 points, beating 
the hosting Tigers.

As individuals, South-
ern Wells’ boys had the top 
three places. Logan Leas in 
first, Chase Kirkwood sec-
ond and Rylan Leas third. 
Colten Fiechter placed fifth 
and Logan Rogers seventh.

For the girls, Aubree 
Neuenschwander and Tenly 
Fiechter went 1-2. Parker 
Bryant finished seventh and 
Paisley Neuenschwander 
10th.

Erin Ramseyer of Bluff-
ton was third in the girls’ 
race and Sophia Robles 
eighth.

The Tigers’ top run-
ner was Hudson Withers in 
13th.

Both will compete in the 
ACAC meet next week at 
South Adams beginning at 
11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 12.

ryan@news-banner.com

Individuals
Boys
Bluffton: Levi Johns fin-

ished first with a time of 
16:21.7, Jude Baumgart-
ner second (16:33.2), 
Aidan Graves seventh 

(17:34.7), Jackson Rock-
well 12th (17:57.2), Griffin 
Linderwell 13th (18:00.8), 
Ryan Schlagenhauf 19th 
(18:25.0), Manning Nash 
21st (18:43.4), Owen 
Lesh 25th (19:07.1), Andy 
Baumgartner 27th (19:12.2), 
Brett Kuhlenbeck 31st 
(19:47.5), Clayton Brubaker 
32nd (19:51.8) and Azimjon 
Bahronov 45th (21:16.6).

Southern Wells: Jarin 
Frauhiger finished 15th 
with a time of 18:15.8, Kel-
ton Barr 16th (18:15.9), 
Colter Kiel 23rd (18:53.8), 
Daniel Isasi Escudero 29th 
(19:59.3), Peyton Ellis 30th 
(20:01.4), Kane Jenkins 
34th (21:12.9) and Braden 
Yencer 35th (21:31.3).

Girls
Bluffton: Cora Kun-

kel third with a time of 
20:03.3, Abigail Ramseyer 
fifth (20:17.3), Reagan Har-
ris 10th (23:17.2), Ama-
rah Robles 12th (23:48.9), 
Dakota Lee 19th (24:50.2), 
Addison Sonnigsen 20th 
(24:55.2), and Namine Van-
Hyfte 29th (26:56.8).

Southern Wells: Sarah 
McFarren finished 13th with 
a time of 24:04.5, Mari-
anne Pease 15th (24:25.4), 
Keely Miller 24th (25:40.7), 
Kameron Hawkins 26th 
(26:38.6), Gracie Reeves 
28th (27:17.2) and Chanie 
Mounsey 29th (29:01.2).

Team Scores
Boys: 1. Bluffton (35 

team points), 2. Hamil-
ton Heights (46), 3. South 
Adams (66), 4. Heritage 
(99), 5. Southern Wells 
(113) and 6. Blackhawk 
Christian (170).

Girls:  1.  Hamilton 
Heights (26 team points), 
2. Bluffton (43), 3. South 
Adams (81), 4. Heritage 
(85) and 5. Southern Wells 
(106)

FOOTBALL
College

Penn St. 27, UCLA 11
Clemson 29, Florida St. 13
Florida 24, UCF 13
Georgia 31, Auburn 13
Mississippi 27, South Carolina 3
Pittsburgh 34, North Carolina 24
Vanderbilt 40, Alabama 35
Virginia 24, Boston College 14
Indiana 41, Northwestern 24
Iowa St. 43, Baylor 21
Minnesota 24, Southern Cal 17
Nebraska 14, Rutgers 7
Ohio St. 35, Iowa 7
W. Michigan 45, Ball St. 42
Wisconsin 52, Purdue 6
Youngstown St. 21, Indiana St. 14
Arkansas 19, Tennessee 14
Texas A&M 41, Missouri 10
Boise St. 62, Utah St. 30
Miami 39, California 38
Texas Tech 28, Arizona 22
Virginia Tech 31, Stanford 7
Washington 27, Michigan 17

NFL
Thursday’s Games

Atlanta 36, Tampa Bay 30, OT
Sunday’s Games

Minnesota 23, N.Y. Jets 17, Lon-
don, GBR

Baltimore 41, Cincinnati 38, OT
Chicago 36, Carolina 10
Houston 23, Buffalo 20
Jacksonville 37, Indianapolis 34
Miami 15, New England 10
Washington 34, Cleveland 13
Arizona 24, San Francisco 23
Denver 34, Las Vegas 18
Green Bay 24, L.A. Rams 19
N.Y. Giants 29, Seattle 20
Dallas at Pittsburgh, late
Open: L.A. Chargers, Tennessee, 

Detroit, Philadelphia
Monday’s Games

New Orleans at Kansas City, 8:15 
p.m.

BASKETBALL

WNBA
Semifinals

No. 1 New York 3, No. 4 Las 
Vegas 1

Friday, Oct. 4: Las Vegas 95, New 
York 81

Sunday, Oct. 6: New York 76, Las 
Vegas 62

No. 2 Minnesota 2, No. 3 Con-
necticut 2

Friday, Oct. 4: Minnesota 90, Con-
necticut 81

Sunday, Oct. 6: Connecticut 92, 
Minnesota 82

Tuesday, Oct. 8: Connecticut at 
Minnesota, 8 p.m.

WNBA Finals
(Best-of-5)
Thursday, Oct. 10: Minnesota/Con-

necticut winner at New York, 8 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

DIVISION SERIES
(Best-of-5)

American League
New York 1, Kansas City 0
Saturday, Oct. 5: New York 6, Kan-

sas City 5
Monday, Oct. 7: Kansas City 

(Ragans 11-9) at New York (Rodón 
16-9), 7:38 p.m. (TBS, truTV, Max)

Saturday, Oct. 5: Cleveland 7, 
Detroit 0

Monday, Oct. 7: Detroit (Skubal 
18-4) at Cleveland (Boyd 2-2), 4:08 
p.m. (TBS, truTV, Max)

National League
Los Angeles 1, San Diego 1
Saturday, Oct. 5: Los Angeles 7, 

San Diego 5
Sunday, Oct. 6: San Diego 10, Los 

Angeles 2
Tuesday, Oct. 8: Los Angeles at 

San Diego, 9:08 p.m. (FS1)
New York 1, Philadelphia 1
Saturday, Oct. 5: New York 6, 

Philadelphia 2
Sunday, Oct. 6: Philadelphia 7, 

New York 6
Tuesday, Oct. 8: Philadelphia (Nola 

14-8) at New York, 5:08 p.m. (FS1)

Scoreboard

MONDAY, OCT 7
VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Bluffton, 7 p.m.
TUESDAY, OCT 8
BOYS TENNIS: (Regional) Peru at Bluffton, 5 p.m.
BOYS SOCCER: (Sectional) Norwell vs. Woodlan at Con-

cordia, 7 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: East Noble at Norwell, 7 p.m.; Anderson 

Prep at Southern Wells, 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, OCT 9
VOLLEYBALL: North Side at Bluffton, 7 p.m.; Wes-Del at 

Southern Wells, 7 p.m.
THURSDAY, OCT 10
GIRLS SOCCER: (Sectional) Canterbury/Heritage at Nor-

well, 5 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Huntington North at Norwell, 7 p.m.; South-

ern Wells at Adams Central, 7 p.m.
FRIDAY, OCT 11
FOOTBALL: Bluffton at Adams Central, 7 p.m.; Norwell at 

Huntington North, 7 p.m.; Southern Wells at Heritage, 7 p.m.
SATURDAY, OCT 12
CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Bluffton, Southern Wells ACAC 

meet at South Adams, 11 a.m.; Norwell at Delta Eagle Invita-
tional, 10:30 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Maconaquah Invitational, 9 a.m.

High School Calendar

Stan Gilbert’s legacy cemented
Bluffton’s cross country invitational had a little more meaning than just a regular old meet. It was the first Stan Gilbert 
Invitational, a meet honoring the former coach and teacher at Bluffton High School, who made an impact on athletes and 
students for 35 years. At top, Gilbert (left in the truck) sits with his family, who showed up to the meet to celebrate. Above 
left, Bluffton’s Levi Johns races toward the finish line to become the boys’ overall winner with a crowd watching behind 
him. Above right, Jude Baumgartner points to the sky upon crossing the finish line right behind Johns. (Photos by Ryan 
Walker)

Tigers earn their stripes in the first 
Stan Gilbert Invitational XC race

Knights finish 2nd in girls, 3rd in boys’ 
NE8 cross country championships

The Norwell boys and the Norwell girls ran solid races at 
the Northeast 8 Conference meet at Columbia City on Sat-
urday.

The girls finished in second place behind the hosting 
Eagles, while the boys finished third behind Columbia City 
and Bellmont.

The Knights’ top runners for the girls were Mia Kurtz in 
seventh place, Ashley Tucker ninth and Macy Oatess 10th. 
For the boys, it was Gavin Threewits in sixth and Gage 
Reinhard in eighth.

Individual results
Boys: Gavin Threewits finished in sixth with a time of 

17:01.10, Gage Reinhard eighth (17:04.70), Caiden Petrie 
18th (17:58.40), John Baxter 29th (18:37.30), Elijah Jacob 
35th (18:52.90), Zathan Westfall 42nd (19:17.00) and James 
Springer 48th (19:39.80).

Girls: Mia Kurtz finished in seventh place with a time 
of 20:28.80, Ashley Tucker ninth (20:38.50), Macy Oatess 
10th (20:44.70), Mya Oatess 18th (21:28.50), Ashley Wald-
man 19th (21:29.30), Brooklyn Meyer 20th (21:29.70) and 
Addison Meyer 31st (23:43.60)

Team scores
Boys: 1. Columbia City (48 team score), 2. Bellmont 

(79), 3. Norwell (96), 4. East Noble (100), 5. New Haven 
(104), 6. Leo (130), 7. DeKalb (155) and Huntington North 
8. (171).

Girls: 1. Columbia City (31 team points), 2. Norwell 
(63), 3. Huntington North (76), 4. East Noble (101), 5. 
Leo (116), 6. Bellmont (136), 7. DeKalb (187) and 8. New 
Haven Incomplete.

Norwell will be at the Delta Eagle Invitational at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, Oct. 12.

Volleyball pairings released
The IHSAA released its pairings for the volleyball sec-

tional brackets on Sunday night.
Below are the dates and times.
3A at Norwell: The Knights (14-10) drew the semifinal 

match with New Haven (12-13) set for 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 19. Norwell defeated New Haven in its previous match 
in straight sets.

On the other side of the bracket, Heritage will face Mis-
sissinewa in the quarterfinal round on Thursday. The winner 
gets Marion in the semis.

2A at Woodlan: The Tigers (8-16) picked up Whitko 
(7-16) for the second straight season in the first round. 
Bluffton beat them in that sectional last year 3-1.

Bluffton drew the first match at 6 p.m. Thursday night 
and will play the winner of the South Adams and Adams 
Central match on Saturday at 12:30 p.m.

Blackhawk Christian and Bishop Luers will square off 
witht he winner playing the hosting Woodlan Warriors.

1A Daleville: Southern Wells (11-13) drew Daleville (20-
4) in the first round and will play at 7:30 p.m., or following 
the first match between Northfield and Wes-Del.

Cowan drew Tri-Central and the winner will face North 
Miami.

Knights place second in the freshman 
volleyball tournament at Norwell

Norwell hosted the freshman volleyball tournament for 
the Northeast 8 Conference on Saturday.

The Knights finished the day with a 3-1 record, defeating 
East Noble in the consolation match.

Norwell won the first match over New Haven 25-15, 
25-8. Lost the second to Columbia City 25-20, 25-20. Won 
the third over Leo 25-13, 25-15. Won the consolation match 
for third over East Noble 25-11, 23-25 and 15-8.

Sports Roundup

By TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Sports Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Fans 
of the Vanderbilt Commodores danced 
onto the field, jumping up and down as 
they tore down a goal post, carried it 

out of the stadium. Then they toted the 
goal post just over a couple miles and 
tossed it into the Cumberland River.

Vanderbilt (3-2, 1-1 SEC) defeated 
No. 1 Alabama 40-35 and had lost all 
60 games against AP top-five teams, 

according to SportRadar. 
“This is the dream, right here,” 

Lea said. “And for the next 12 hours, 
I’m going to enjoy the dream. We’ve 
got more ahead of us, but this is what 
Vanderbilt football needs to be about. 

Vanderbilt takes down No. 1 Alabama



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

EmploymEnt
Help Wanted

TOWN OF WARREN, Indi-
ana Hiring Utility Manager.
An application period for the
position of full time Utility
Manager is now open
through October 15, 2024,
due to retirement. Depart-
ments to oversee include wa-
ter, sewer, electric, parks and
streets. Duties include em-
ployee management, project
planning, maintenance of
positive relationships with the
public, all employees and of-
ficers of the Town, represen-
tation at workshops and
meetings, scheduling of regu-
lar day to day and long term
operations. The position is a
mix of office and field work.
Must hold at least a WT3 or
DSM license, have at least
eight years experience with
managerial a plus. Knowl-
edge of Electric Utility also a
plus. Base pay of $28.50 per
hour adjusted upward based
on experience. Benefit Pack-
age available. For informa-
tion contact Lee Poulson,
Utility Manager, at
260-375-3424 or
utility1@citznet.com or Clerk
Treasurer Marilyn Morrison at
townofwarrenin@gmail.com
at 260-375-2656. Application
form can be found at
warrenindiana.us or by re-
questing through above con-
tacts. Please include resume.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

LOOKING TO HIRE full or part
time for general carpenter.
Must have reliable transporta-
tion, general construction
knowledge, and own tools.
Call Scott at 260-353-9339.

414 N MERIDIAN ST.
SPORTSMAN AUCTION
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Taking consignment now!
This auction will include
firearms, fishing supplies,
reloading equipment, knives,
military, and other outdoor
items.
Call Chad Bricker for any
question at 260-703-0839.
Oct. 26 11:00 AM-5:30 PM
Rain or Shine

REntals

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 09-13-20-23-

39
Cash4Life — 20-27-28-

35-38, Cash Ball: 02
Lotto Plus — 06-11-12-

15-19-23
Quick Draw Midday — 

06-16-18-21-23-24-24-26-
29-30-31-32-40-49-53-59-
62-63-69-71-72, BE: 26

Daily Three-Midday — 
06-07-04, SB: 08

Daily Three-Evening — 
08-02-09, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday — 
05-04-00-07, SB: 08

Daily Four-Evening — 
03-06-04-09, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening 
— 01-02-03-04-05-09-12-
14-15-20-22-25-28-34-36-
43-44-49-65-77, BE: 43

Hoosier Lotto — 05-15-
19-23-25-26

Powerball
02-12-46-52-65; Power-

ball: 03; Power Play: 2X

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 23-30-33-38-

44
Cash4Life — 23-26-31-

46-57, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-05-06-08-09-12-17-22-
23-27-28-31-32-43-44-53-
56-57-63-78, BE: 12

Daily Three-Midday — 
07-06-05, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening — 
05-03-08, SB: 02

Daily Four-Midday — 
03-05-08-01, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 
07-08-07-01, SB: 02

Quick Draw Evening 
— 05-06-12-15-16-21-22-
32-33-34-39-42-44-47-48-
51-58-59-68-75, BE: 32

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $24.3 million

MEga MILLIOnS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday): $129 million
POwERbaLL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $315 million

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 
12 - Private Family Collec-
tion, seller. Fine art work 
including five original pieces 
by William P. Silva, other qual-
ity artwork, 2006 Pontiac Tor-
rent, 2005 Toyota Highlander, 
outstanding sterling silver, 
pewter and other serving piec-
es, early American primitives, 
unique furniture, antiques, 
glassware, early collectibles, 
taxidermy mounts, household, 
more! Open houses Oct. 8 and 
Oct. 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
102 S. Jefferson St., Ossian, 
IN. Sale manager Rod Fetters, 
260-557-8451, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
OCTOBER 12 - 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. - (Online Only) - The 
Estate of Robert McNabb, 
seller. Spectacular 7,700 SF 
lake front home on 1.23 acres 
w/200’ of lake frontage on 
Hamilton Lake. Luxury home 
features 6 bedrooms, 7 baths, 
expansive entertaining space, 
4-car attached garage. Selling 
absolute at or above 1.4 mil-
lion dollars. Seller’s have over 
4.7 million invested in this one 

of kind lake property. Open 
house Oct. 12, 9 a.m.-noon, 
1180 LN 150 Hamilton Lake, 
Hamilton, IN. Brandon Steffen, 
sale manager, 260-426-0633, 
The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
426-0633, www.steffengrp.
com.
BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 
13 (Online Only) - Boots 
Estate, seller. 1993 Ford 
F150, boat mini bike, wagons, 
Pyrex, Corningware, antiques, 
collectibles, glassware, jewel-
ry, advertising, furniture, toys, 
household, electronics, board 
games, much more. Open 
house Oct. 10 from 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m., 366 W 300 N., Bluffton. 
Sale manager Bobby Perry, 
260-273-7260, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006. 
OCTOBER 13 - 3 p.m. - Mul-
tiple consignors, owners. 
Online only bidding only. 700+ 
lots! Furniture, Craftsman 
band saw and radial arm saw, 
ice maker, banjo, baseball 
cards, 100+ Pfaltzgraff, tools, 
pet doors, live traps, collect-
able glass, Detecto scales, 
Generac edger, tiller, yard cart, 

washer, Dryer 50 pc. Ruby 
Flash & Kings Crown glass 
and much more! Preview Oct. 
10, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm Street, 
Decatur, IN. Pick up Oct. 14, 
1-6 p.m. & Oct. 15, 9 a.m.-
noon. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
OCTOBER 13-OCTOBER 20 
- (Online Only) - Estate of 
Larry N. Curry, seller. 1997 
Chevy Express Conversion 
van, 2013 Chevy Impala LTZ 
w/73,000 miles, John Deere 
LA115 riding lawn mower, 
rare vintage Schwinn bikes, 
large quantity of hand and 
power tools, lawn and garden, 
modern and vintage furni-
ture, household, games, toys, 
flat screen TV & home decor. 
Open houses Oct. 15 and 
Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
419 W. Roe St., Ossian. Sale 
manager Rod Fetters, 260-
557-8451, The Steffen Group, 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
OCTOBER 24 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
- (Online Only) - Estate of 
Larry Curry, seller. Excel-
lent 1,398 SF, 3 bedroom, 
2 bath ranch home in Rose 
Ann Heights neighborhood on 
.52 acre lot, 2 car attached 
garage. Home has a ton of 
potential. “Explore the Possi-
bilities.” Open houses: Oct. 15, 
Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
Oct. 22 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
419 W. Roe St., Ossian. Sale 
managers, Brandon Steffen, 
260-710-5684, Rod Fetters, 
260-557-8451, The Steffen 
Group Inc., 824-3006, www.
steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & 
ENDS OCTOBER 29 - 10 
a.m. EST - Christine Pierce, 
owner. 526 E Market Street, 
South Whitley, IN. Online 
only apartment complex auc-
tion! Four duplex buildings, 8 
units, 2 bedroom, 1 bath units, 
electric baseboard heat, wall 
AC units, 1,456 sq. foot build-
ings, new roofs in 2021, year 
built 1990, income producing! 
100% rent capacity, .86 acre 
parcel, Whitko Community 
Schools. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
Kjauction.com.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - 
Becher Family Farms LLC, 
sellers. Auction location: 
Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 
W. Washington St., Monroe, 
IN. Four tracts, Washington 
Township, Adams County. 
Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County 
Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 
2: 80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 
North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 
acres, County Rd. 450 North, 
Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, 
County Rd. 400 North, Sec 9. 
Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

IN THE WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
 DOCKET NO.

90C01-2409-EU-000031
OF WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA

Notice is hereby given that 
GEORGIA ANN WHINERY AKA 
ANN WHINERY and CHRIS D. 
SWANSON were on the 23rd day 
of September, 2024, appointed 
co-personal representatives of the 
estate of ROBERT D. BARTON, 
deceased, who died on the 26th 
day of August, 2024, and were 
authorized to administer his estate 
without Court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file those claims 
in the office of the Clerk of the 
Wells Circuit Court within three (3) 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or those claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
23rd day of September, 2024.

 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Matthew P. Hayes
Attorney for Co-Personal Repre-
sentatives
Attorney No. 32002-02
GORDON & ASSOCIATES
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 824-9377

nb 9/30, 10/7
hspaxlp

Public Notice

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is Tues., Oct. 22!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
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Tues., Oct. 22!

For as little as …
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PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is 
Tues., Oct. 22!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

SUDOKU ANSWER

            Public Sale
         Calendar

VEhiclEs
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

sERVicEs
Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

414 N MERIDIAN ST. AMA-
ZON OVERSTOCK, HOME
DEPOT, & SMALL ESTATE
Ring 1 @ 9:00 AM - LIVE
ONLY - farm items, tools,
garage items, household,
cages, and misc.
Ring 2 @ 10:00 AM - SIMUL-
CAST! This ring will be NEW
Amazon overstock and Home
Home Depot items along with
a small estate. New, New,
New! Furniture, Flooring,
Rugs, Ceramic Tiling, Solo
Stove Ranger, Mirrors,
Huskey Tool Cabinets, Pow-
er Tools, Etc. The estate will
include jewelry, coins, fishing
items, antique lunch boxes,
Barbies, Hot Wheels, bee
signs, radio scanners, coffee
grinders, salt & pepper shak-
ers, Nascar, collectible bob-
ble heads, furniture,
collectible glassware, cigar
boxes, cereal boxes, and
more!
Ring 3 @ 11:00 AM - Simul-
cast! Birds and Small Ani-
mals - Chickens of all kinds,
peafowl of all kinds, pheas-
ants, pigeons, house birds,
lizards, ducks, geese, gun-
nies, quail, rabbits,
and much more. Bid live or
online!
Preview for the auction is Fri-
day, October 11th from 12-5.
Go to bidbricker.com to bid!!
Oct. 12 9:00 AM-5:30 PM
Rain or Shine

Auctions

salEs & 
auctions

Auctions

Read & recycle 
this newspaper

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
to a line classified ad for an
additional $5. Contact the
News-Banner office at 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, (260)
824-0224, or submit online to
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Office Space Rental



The Wells County Public Library 
takes its mission to “provide the 
community with access, knowledge 
and growth” very seriously and 
offers a variety of events each week 
for kids, teens and adults. Registra-
tion is preferred at most events. To 
sign up, go to www.wellscolibrary.
org, click on the Library Event Cal-
endar, navigate to the date of the 
event, and view more to get to the 
registration screen. Alternatively, 
call 824-1612 (Bluffton) or 260-
622-4691 (Ossian) to register. 

One Book One County
One Book One County is a com-

munity read program for Wells 
County held in September and 
October every year. The program 
is designed to create a county-
wide discussion by encouraging 
all residents to read the same book. 
This year’s title is “Frog and Toad 
Together” by Arnold Lobel. 

Calming Coloring At Ossian
At the Ossian Branch Library: 

Every Tuesday from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Adults. Stress busting afternoon 

featuring coloring in a restful setting 
with soft music and snacks. Drop-in 
program.

Bingo with Jason
At the Main Library (Bluffton): 

Monday, Oct. 7 from 3-4:30 p.m. 
Adults. Enjoy a lively game of 

Bingo for a chance to win a candy 
bar with everyone’s favorite librar-
ian named Jason! Registration 

required. 
Teen Gaming Club

At the Main Library (Bluffton): 
Monday, Oct. 7 from 6 to 7 p.m.

Grades 6-12. Enjoy a variety 
of different games each month, 
including video games, trading card 
games, and board games. No regis-
tration needed.

Computer and iPad Club
At the Main Library (Bluffton): 

Tuesday, Oct. 8 from 1 to 3 p.m.
Adults. Start with Computer 

Club and then go or stay for iPad 
Club. Each month has a different 
tech focus and there is plenty of 
time for questions. All skill levels 
are welcome. Registration appreci-
ated your first visit.

Cook, Talk, Taste
At the Main Library (Bluffton): 

Tuesday, Oct. 8 from 6 to 7 p.m.
Adults. Join the tastiest club at 

the library. The group will enjoy 
delicious recipes from the featured 
hosts. Registration appreciated.

Children’s Book Clubs
At the Main Library (Bluffton)
Grades 3-4 Book Club: Tuesday, 

Oct. 8 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Grades 5-6 Book Club: Thurs-

day, Oct. 10 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Pick up a copy of the book-of-

the-month when you sign up at the 
library. Talk about the book and 
enjoy an activity or craft based on 
the book.

Friendship Bracelet Bar
At the Main Library (Bluffton): 

Thursday, Oct. 10 from 2 to 7 p.m.
All ages. Celebrate the themes 

of friendship in our One Book 
One County Title, “Frog and Toad 
Together” by making a friendship 
bracelet. No registration needed.

Teen Book Club
At the Main Library (Bluffton): 

Thursday, Oct. 10 from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m.

Grades 6-12. Pick up the book-
of-the-month when you sign up at 
the library. Discuss “Gregor the 
Overlander” by Suzanne Collins, 
make spider web slime and have a 
chance to win prizes.

Book Discussion: “Frog
and Toad Together”

At the Main Library (Bluffton): 
Thursday, Oct. 10 at 6:30 p.m.

Adults. Join us for a chat about 
the One Book One County title 
“Frog and Toad Together” by Arnold 
Lobel. Registration appreciated.

Brown Bag Book Club
At the Main Library (Bluffton): 

Monday, Oct. 14 at 1:30 p.m.
Adults. This month read a book 

about friendship to share with the 
group in celebrate our One Book 
One County title. Registration 
appreciated.

Crafty Kids At Ossian
At the Ossian Branch: Monday, 

Oct. 14 from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

School-age kids. Drop-in for a 
different craft each month. No reg-
istration needed.

Floral Tea Sipping
At the Main Library: Tuesday, 

Oct. 15 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Adults. Help us celebrate the 

One Book One County title “Frog 
and Toad Together” by enjoying a 
sampling of a variety of floral teas. 
Master Gardener Melanie Gerber 
will give a short presentation and 
discuss tips on planting a cut flower 
garden. Registration required. 

Theater Thursday
At the Main Library (Bluffton): 

Thursday, Oct. 17 at 10 a.m.
Adults. Join us for a movie, 

popcorn, and snacks. This month 
is a “Haunting in Venice” (PG-13). 
Sponsored by the Bluffton Parks & 
Recreation and the Friends of the 
Library. No registration needed.

Board Game Night At Ossian
At the Ossian Branch Library: 

Thursday, Oct. 17 from 6 to 8 p.m.
Adults (18+). Join us for a night 

of tabletop games at the Ossian 
Branch. Registration appreciated.

Saturday Movies
At the Main Library (Bluffton): 

Saturday, Oct. 19 at 11 a.m.
All ages. Drop-in for a family-

friendly movie under the stars in the 
Story Hour Room. This month is 
“The Book of Life” (PG).

Trivia Night At The Parlor City 
Brewing Company

Sunday, Oct. 20 from 5-6:30 p.m.
Adults (21+). Grab a team of up 

to four people and test your knowl-
edge on a variety of subjects, from 
pop culture, sports, local history, 
and other trivia categories. Prizes 
awarded; space is limited. Sign up 
at the library or online at wellscoli-
brary.org.

True Crime Author Talk: “The 
Madness of John Terrell”

At the Main Library: Tuesday, 
Oct. 29 from  6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Adults. Stephen Terrell will 
be giving a talk about his newly 
released book “The Madness of 
John Terrell: Revenge and Insanity 
on Trial in the Heartland,” which 
will be out from Kent State Univer-
sity Press in October. This presenta-
tion is perfect for those who enjoy 
true crime or Wells County history. 
Registration appreciated.

Library Hours
At the main library in Bluffton 

 — Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

At the Ossian branch  —  Mon-
day through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon. 

Access the library online at 
www.wellscolibrary.org for digital 
books, magazines, online databases, 
event info, and more.

What’s happening at the Wells County Public Library  
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Roger Sherer was the pro-
gram presenter for the Wells 
County Historical Society as 
they hosted the Bluffton Parks 
Department’s first fall Senior 
Snippets class at the Histori-
cal Museum. Sherer shared 
the history of the 4-H cabin 
that its beginning in 1855. 
(Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

By BARBARA BARBIERI
Folks attending the first gathering 

for the Historical Society’s program 
presented for the Bluffton Parks 
Departments Senior Snippets series 
were able to hear all about the his-
tory of the little cabin located at the 
Wells County 4-H Park.

Program presenter was Roger 
Sherer, who as a former Purdue 
Extension Educator, had been 
involved in the most recent restora-
tion of the cabin. With the help of 
slide photos he told about the cabin’s 
history.

Originally it was built by home-
steader George Bennet, who was 
from England, and his wife Emily 
Lafferty on land south west of Bluff-
ton in 1855. The Bennet’s raised 
seven children in the two story 
cabin.

When the cabin was acquired 
in the ’60s by the members of the 
Bluffton JayCees and moved to the 
4-H Park there were only enough 
usable logs to construct a one story 
cabin. The JayCees, once an active 
civic group, used the building for 
their meetings and constructed the 
fireplace.

In the ’90s, when the JayCees no 
longer met and the cabin was in need 
of extensive repairs the 4-H Junior 
Leaders stepped up and began some 
repairs such as re-chinking between 
the logs and the adding of a new 
shaker roof in 1996. Inside the cabin 
the walls were braced up to keep 
from falling.

In 2000, the cabin was in need of 
more work as the lower logs were 
rotting out and a fund drive secured 
the funds for a full restoration. The 

fund raising was done jointly with 
the Friends of Ouabache State Park 
as they were looking for funds to re-
hab the Firetower.

Specialty Woodworker Jarod 
Studebaker was hired to restore the 
cabin, which required it to be com-
pletely taken apart. Studebaker and 
his crew carefully numbered each 
log and replaced ones too rotten to be 
re-used.

When it was discovered there 
were not enough logs to restore the 
cabin, it was decided to make it look 
like a cabin and construction contin-
ued.

The cabin received a new cement 
foundation and a framework for the 
cabin was erected. The logs that were 
usable were split and re-used on the 
inside while the outside split logs 
were all new. The cabin also was 

insulated and had a new plank floor. 
A new chinking mixture was also 
was used. In 2018 the ribbon was 
cut on the completed re-constructed 
project.

Currently the cabin is used for 
Mini 4-H Camp projects, workshops, 
pioneer programs and is a popu-
lar place for families to take photo-
graphs. It can be rented for events 
and often hosts children’s birthday 
parties.

Sherer announced that a coming 
event will be the Haunted Cabin on 
Saturday, Oct. 26, with more infor-
mation to be announced.

Next program presenters  in the 
Snippets series will be on Oct. 2: 
Jim Sturgeon; Oct. 9: Ben Jones; and 
Oct. 16. The programs are presented 
at the Wells County Historical Muse-
um at 10 a.m. 

The history of the 4-H cabin dates back to 1855

Find What You Need For 
All of Your Fall Home 

Improvement Projects At 
These Local Businesses. 

CARPET CLEANING

www.stanleysteemer.com

FOR CLEANER & HEALTHIER HOME
1 - 8 0 0 - S T E E M E R   •   2 6 0 • 7 2 4 • 7 3 7 7

Combined Living Areas, L-Shaped Rooms & Rooms Over 250 SQFT are Considered More.

asthma & allergy 
friendlytm

CARPET CLEANING

3 ROOMS 
ONLY $99

FURNITURE
1st in Best Place to 

Buy Mattresses!

915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton 
 260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com

915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton 
260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com

1st in Best Place to 1st in Best Place to 
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 SIMON’S MANUFACTURING
 U.S. 27 South, Berne, Indiana  •  260-589-3223

 HOURS:  8 A.M.-5 P.M.

 20% OFF
 Reg. Retail
 Price

    

 MAY 10 - 11 - 12
 Make Your Yard & Patio More Attractive

 •Steps
 •100’s of Yard Ornaments
 •Patio Blocks & Edging
 •Concrete Benches
 •Bird Baths

 CONCRETE ITEMS IN STOCK INCLUDING
 • Fountains & Statuary
 •Strawberry Jars
 •Splash Blocks
 •Mail Box Posts
 •Planters
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 •100’s of Yard Ornaments
 •Patio Blocks & Edging
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 CONCRETE ITEMS IN STOCK INCLUDING
 • Fountains & Statuary
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 •Mail Box Posts
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U.S. 27 South, Berne, IN • 260-589-3223 • HOURS: 9 A.M.–5 P.M.

• Steps
• 100's of Yard Ornaments
• Patio Blocks & Edging
• Concrete Benches
• Bird Baths

• Fountains & Statuary
• Strawberry Jars
• Splash Blocks
• Mail Box Posts
• Planters

Steps and Rails Manufactured in Berne, IN
Make Your Yard & Patio More Attractive

STEPS

219 E. Perry St. Blu� ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

Get Ready for 
Fall & Winter!
$AVE MONEY 
on Your Heating Bills
With a High Efficiency 

Gas Furnace
Have your 

furnace 
checked 

BEFORE the 
winter season!

HEATING & AIR

260-758-3155
Markle O�  ce

We’re 
wishing 
you a 

Harvest 
this Fall.

Prosperous
& Safe 

ALWAYS BE CAREFUL 
AROUND POWER LINES.

UTILITIES

Here are a few key plays to keep your furnace in the game:
       Replace old filters to ensure your furnace runs as efficiently as possible.
       Be sure to turn on your humidifier.
       Schedule a yearly service visit so your furnace doesn’t get sidelined.

YOUR TEAM
WE’RE ON

1
2
3

Specializing in custom 
systems for custom homes- 
Win the game by choosing 
Collier’s Comfort Services 
and Lennox, your local 
HVAC team for nearly
30 years!”

“

“

Meet our owner, Todd Zeplin

260-622-6622
collierscomfort.com

facebook.com/ColliersComfort

DON’T DROP THE BALL ON YOUR 
FURNACE THIS SEASON
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       Replace old filters to ensure your furnace runs as efficiently as possible.
       Be sure to turn on your humidifier.
       Schedule a yearly service visit so your furnace doesn’t get sidelined.
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systems for custom homes- 
Win the game by choosing 
Collier’s Comfort Services 
and Lennox, your local 
HVAC team for nearly
30 years!”

“

““

       Schedule a yearly service visit so your furnace doesn’t get sidelined.

Meet our owner, Todd Zeplin

260-622-6622
collierscomfort.com

facebook.com/ColliersComfort
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FURNACE THIS SEASON
Follow us fortips directly
ch
from ourte nicians!

 


