
By SYDNEY KENT &
HOLLY GASKILL

During the third day of trial, 
testimony revealed that DNA evi-
dence ties Anthony Castleman, 38, 
to the murder of his grandmother. 

Castleman is charged with 
first-degree murder for the death 
of 72-year-old Bernice “Dianna” 
Eubank. Her body was found 
behind her rural Markle home on 

Nov. 12, 2023.
Reviewing DNA evidence 

results took approximately two 
hours on Wednesday between 
analysis of the evidence and a 
lengthy cross-examination. The 
defense, mother-and-daughter 
team Kristina and Katrina Lynn, 
objected to the state using the 
results from the investigation as 
evidence, which Special Judge 

Samuel Conrad overruled. 
Dawn Combs, a forensic scien-

tist with the Indiana State Police, 
presented a report of items submit-
ted to her for DNA testing. Hun-
tington County Prosecutor Jer-
emy Nix walked Combs through 
a series of questions intended to 
inform the jury of the many intri-
cacies of DNA testing.

Combs said that in some cases, 
there is simply not enough DNA 
available to create a profile for 
comparison. This was the case for 
several pieces of evidence includ-

ing one hunting-style knife, a 
kitchen-style knife, a stained white 
shirt and two pairs of shorts.

However, the following were 
interpreted to be positive results 
of both Castleman’s DNA and 
Eubank’s DNA: a swab from the 
inside of a pair of pants located 
in the debris pile where Eubank’s 
body was located, a silver knife 
collected from the debris pile, an 
additional pair of jeans and a BIC 
lighter. Results for one chef’s 
knife and an additional knife blade 
also strongly indicated the pres-

ence of Eubank’s DNA.
Castleman’s DNA, specifically 

sperm cells, were also reportedly 
located in the victim’s cervical/
vaginal swabs, in the internal and 
external genitalia, in vaginal scar 
tissue and on her lower back and 
inner thighs. Castleman’s DNA 
was also located under Eubank’s 
fingernails on her left hand.

Combs advised she received the 
items on July 31 and concluded 
the report on Aug. 30, a detail the 
defense mentioned several times. 
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Southern Wells Fall Fitness Frenzy
During related arts classes at Southern Wells Elementary, students in kindergarten to 
sixth grade came to the gym to participate in the annual Fall Fitness Frenzy — used to 
practice sports and fitness skills that students have been learning during the first nine 
weeks of school. There were several different Halloween-themed stations such as the bat 
cave, haunted hula hooping, jack-o-lantern juggling, ghostly aerobics and others. At the 
end of the “Frenzy” each student received an apple. Pictured is fourth grader Zoey Boyer 
in the bat cave. (Photo submitted)

DNA evidence ties Castleman to murder victim
State continues argument in third 

day of Markle murder trial

Park Board requests pool 
funding from township

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Parks Department Superintendent Bran-

dy Fiechter presented a request to the Har-
rison Township Advisory Board for help 
funding a new pool for Wells County.

During her proposal, Fiechter stated 
that the most pressing issue for the Parks 
Department is the community pool, clarify-
ing that a recent survey showed a 98.96% 
of respondents supported the pool project. 
Fiechter stated that they are currently in 
the design process and that any funds from 
the township will be used as a local match 
for READI 2.0 grants, a program meant to 
focus on improvements to quality of place, 
life and opportunity. If accepted, the grant 

will match 20% of the invested funds.
A recently signed interlocal agreement 

between the Parks Department and Harri-
son Township allows the township to invest 
funds at their choosing for certain projects. 

Previous Park Board meetings mentioned 
that the pool attracted over 10,000 people 
during last year’s season, despite major holi-
days being rained out. Fiechter also noted 
during budget meetings for Bluffton’s Com-
mon Council, that the pool is nearing the 
end of its life cycle.

Harrison Township’s board showed inter-
est in helping fund the project. While the 
township board cautioned that interest does 

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Significant action was taken by the Board 

of Public Works and Safety in two nuisance 
animal issues.

The first issue involved the Reynolds’ 
residence in the 800 block on West Mulber-
ry Street, where the board ultimately decid-
ed the dogs would be required to leave city 
limits within 30 days. 

Animal Control Officer Kyle Morphew 
presented a shelter order for the dogs was 
required at the rental property, where the 
Reynolds family lives. While the shelter 
does meet compliance standards, the dogs 
continue to be cited for running at large. 
Morphew stated that multiple instances of 
running loose both inside and outside, with 
one as recently as Oct. 26, saw the need for 
action, plus statements, photos and video 
evidence from their neighbor.

“It would take someone opening it (the 
shelter) intentionally to let the dogs out from 
what I see,” Morphew said. “They’re still 

getting loose (while) being in confinement.”
The board found it difficult to believe 

that anyone outside of the Reynolds would 
be letting the dogs out of the area. While the 
Reynolds, who were not present, claim that 
their kids are letting them out of the shelter, 
Mayor John Whicker stated that the dogs 
are still their responsibility. Morphew addi-
tionally noted that the Reynolds have also 
had a track record of citations before com-
ing to the city. 

“I mean, you’ve got a video of the dog 
going right up to the window at their (the 
neighbor’s) house,” Board member Josh 
Hunt said. “I mean that’s totally unac-
ceptable. It’s one thing if they are mess-
ing around in their own yard and running 
around, but when they’re going to another 
property and being aggressive toward their 
house … that would definitely be a nui-
sance. It’s fine to blame the kids but it’s still 
his responsibility.”

Board of Works takes action 
on nuisance dog issues

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)By ALEKSANDRA APPLETON
 Chalkbeat Indiana

This story was originally published by 
Chalkbeat. Sign up for their newsletters at 
ckbe.at/newsletters.

After working at a summer camp for 
children with muscular dystrophy when he 
was 16, Andrew Bova knew he wanted to 
teach special education. But getting to the 
classroom would take some turns.

Bova enrolled at Ball State in 2012 to 
pursue an education major but did not pass 
a section of the PRAXIS test necessary to 
take upper-level courses. A retake led to 
similar results.

Taking the test a third time would mean 
delaying his graduation, so Bova chose a 
new major that led him to a career teach-
ing preschool and then working with young 
adults and children in the Department of 
Child Services.

Still, Bova felt drawn to special educa-
tion. That coincided with an urgent need for 
special education teachers after Indiana was 
found to be in violation of federal law for 
allowing teachers on emergency permits to 
teach special education.

The solution was I-SEAL, a program 
from the Center of Excellence in Leadership 

of Learning at the University of Indianapolis 
that allows current teachers, including those 
on emergency permits, to get fully licensed 
in special education at no cost.

The program is funded by Indiana’s 
federal Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief II funding and Part B of 
Indiana’s Individuals with Disabilities Act 
funding, according to Indiana Department of 
Education spokesperson Courtney Crown.

And with the federal relief dollars expir-
ing, the department plans to advocate for 
funding for teacher pipeline programs when 
the legislative session begins in January, 
Crown said in a statement.

More than 1,100 teachers have enrolled 
in the program, and nearly 600 have com-
pleted it since its inception in 2021.

That includes Bova, who had started 
teaching special education at Perry Meridian 
Middle School on an emergency permit.

The program allowed him to stay in the 
classroom while completing his licensing 
requirements — a major boon for school 
districts already struggling to hire special 
education teachers, said Dana Vittorio, 
director of special education at Perry Town-
ship schools.

State licensing program ‘putting 
a dent’ in shortage of special 
educators with 600 licensed 

(Continued on Page 8)

U.S. economy grew at a solid 
2.8% pace last quarter on 
strength of consumer spending

By PAUL WISEMAN 
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The U.S. economy grew at 
a healthy 2.8% annual rate 
from July through Septem-
ber, with consumers help-
ing drive growth despite the 
weight of still-high interest 
rates.

Wednesday’s report from 
the Commerce Department 
said the gross domestic 
product — the economy’s 
total output of goods and 
services — did slow slightly 
from its 3% growth rate in 

the April-June quarter. But 
the latest figures still reflect 
surprising durability just as 
Americans assess the state 
of the economy in the final 
stretch of the presidential 
race.

Consumer spending, 
which accounts for about 
70% of U.S. economic 
activity, accelerated to a 
3.7% annual pace last quar-
ter, up from 2.8% in the 
April-June period. Exports 
also contributed to the third 
quarter’s growth, increasing 
at an 8.9% rate.

On the other hand, 
growth in business invest-
ment slowed sharply on a 
drop in investment in hous-
ing and in nonresidential 
buildings such as offices 
and warehouses. But spend-
ing on equipment surged.

Wednesday’s report also 
contained some encourag-
ing news on inflation. The 
Federal Reserve’s favored 
inflation gauge — called 
the personal consumption 
expenditures index, or PCE 
— rose at just a 1.5% annu-

(Continued on Page 2)



al pace last quarter, down 
from 2.5% in the second 
quarter and the lowest fig-
ure in more than four years. 
Excluding volatile food and 
energy prices, so-called core 
PCE inflation was 2.2%, 
down from 2.8% in the 
April-June quarter.

The report is the first of 
three estimates the govern-
ment will make of GDP 
growth for the third quarter 
of the year. The U.S. econo-
my has continued to expand 
in the face of the much 
higher borrowing rates the 
Fed imposed in 2022 and 
2023 in its drive to curb the 
inflation that surged as the 
United States bounced back 
with unexpected strength 
from the brief but devastat-
ing COVID-19 recession of 
2020. Despite widespread 
predictions that the econ-
omy would succumb to a 
recession, it has kept grow-
ing, with employers still 
hiring and consumers still 
spending. And with infla-
tion steadily cooling, the 
Fed has begun to cut inter-
est rates.

The report “sends a clear 
message that the economy 
is doing well, and inflation 
is moderating — good news 
for the Federal Reserve,’’ 
said Ryan Sweet, chief U.S. 
economist at Oxford Eco-
nomics.

Within the GDP data, 
a category that measures 
the economy’s underly-
ing strength rose at a solid 
3.2% annual rate from 

July through September, 
up from 2.7% in the April-
June quarter. This category 
includes consumer spend-
ing and private investment 
but excludes volatile items 
like exports, inventories and 
government spending.

Other recent economic 
reports have also pointed to 
a still-healthy economy. In a 
sign that the nation’s house-
holds, whose purchases 

drive most of the economy, 
will continue spending, 
the Conference Board said 
Tuesday that its consumer 
confidence index posted its 
biggest monthly gain since 
March 2021. The proportion 
of consumers who expect 
a recession in the next 12 
months dropped to its low-
est point since the board 
first posed that question in 
July 2022.

“He (Sawyer Reynolds)  
doesn’t take responsibility for 
the dogs,” Morphew added.

Since the dogs are 
already under nuisance 
orders, board member Scott 
Mentzer stated that the next 
level is to remove the dogs 
from the city limits.  Mor-
phew added that the board 
could further restrict the 
dog’s ability to leave the 
property and could enforce a 
“beware of dog” sign. Hunt 
said that because of the mul-
tiple offenses and excuses, 
the dogs should leave. 

“What else do we do?” 
Hunt asked. “If they can’t 
even keep them in the house 
then that’s probably where 
we need to go. If he’s not 
willing to be accountable for 
the animals and all he has is 
excuses then I don’t have an 

issue with removing them. It 
sounds like he doesn’t care 
either way, whatever hap-
pens he’s always got a story. 
Meanwhile, the neighbors 
get terrorized. We have to let 
people know that if they don’t 
care then we care and we’re 
going to deal with that.”

The second nuisance 
order involved Raven 
Haney’s dog in the 700 
block of Clark Street. 

Morphew stated that 
Haney’s dog was escalated 
to a nuisance animal on Sep. 
19 after it attacked another 
dog and caused injury. On 
Oct. 9, Morphew reported 
that Haney’s dog was picked 
up for running at large by 
animal control officers — it 
has been in the animal shel-
ter’s possession since.

Morphew added that he 
notified Haney on Oct. 15 

that the dog was in their pos-
session until Haney can com-
ply with nuisance animal 
order standards. Additional 
phone calls on the Oct. 21 
and 22 were left unanswered.

Morphew stated that the 
next step is an agreement to 
dispose of the dog because 
the shelter cannot contin-
ue to appropriate funds to 
feed it. Hunt and Morphew 
agreed that the dog would 
likely not be recommended 
for adoption, with Morphew 
adding that the dog is now 
attacking animals and is 
continually getting worse.

“This one’s come up 
more than any other dog 
since I’ve been doing this,” 
Hunt said. “Been going on 
three weeks now and no 
communication back.”

The board made the deci-
sion to give Haney until 

Nov. 15 to pick up the dog. 
If Haney does not pick up 
the dog it will be euthanized. 
Another letter will be sent 
to Haney to ensure that she 
understands the situation.

jonathan@news-banner.com

not mean a commitment, 
they recognized the support 
for the pool and its benefits. 
With the current pool being 
52 years old, some town-
ship board members recalled 
their experiences going to 
the pool as kids.

“Because you have fun 
amenities, it draws and 
attracts people to come 
to the facilities,” Fiechter 
said. “Some of the other 
pools, even in smaller 

communities, are max-
ing out within two hours 
of opening. If we have a 
lot more fun features we 
are going to definitely 
be a draw for economic 
development and commu-
nity pride and activities for 
kids to do.”

The township board will 
review the proposal and 
will send back their finan-
cial commitment, if any, at a 
later date. 

jonathan@news-banner.com
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DNA evidence Weather
Thursday, October 31, 2024

(24-hour observations at 11:31 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 79; Low: 64; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.09  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Showers and thunderstorms before 3 p.m., then 

showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm between 3 p.m. 
and 5 p.m., then a chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after 5 p.m. High near 74. Breezy, with a south wind 20 to 
25 mph, with gusts as high as 40 mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 80%. New rainfall amounts between a tenth and 
quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in thun-
derstorms. 

Tonight: A 30% chance of showers, mainly before 7 
p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 38. West wind around 
15 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. 

Friday: Sunny, with a high near 58. Northwest wind 5 to 
10 mph. 

Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 33. Calm 
wind. 

Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 63.
Saturday Night: A 20% chance of showers after 2 a.m. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 42.
Sunday: Showers likely, mainly after 2 p.m. Mostly 

cloudy, with a high near 66. Chance of precipitation is 60%.
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Fri & Sat 11am - 4pm

7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

Amy & Tracy Houtz  
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Incredible Savings

With the general election coming soon I thought it was a 
good time to share a little about myself.
I’ve been married to my high school sweetheart, Tim 
Andrews, for 48 years. We are blessed with 3 daughters 
& 7 grandkids. I was born & raised on a farm in Southern 
Wells County to Dean & Pat Mounsey. I previously worked 
in the Wells County Clerk and Treasurer’s Office for 7.5 
years and then 22 years at Southern Wells Community 
School as the Corporation Treasurer.
Community engagement: Southern Wells Community 
Church, CADA board, Solid Waste Board, Purdue 
Extension Board, SW Construction Trades board, Junior 
Achievement, Justice Reinvestment Advisory Board, Wells 
County Drug Task Force.
My expertise in government budgeting & finance 
makes me the right choice. Under my tenure, we’ve 
achieved significant milestones: new highway garage, jail 
renovations, and payroll matrix system implementation.
Firm believer in God, family, and country. Your support 
means the world to me. #Election2024

Paid for by the committee to elect Vicki Andrews county council at large
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Nix re-questioned the witness, clarify-
ing that the time frame was sufficient 
for accurate work. 

The state also called on eight law 
enforcement officers involved in the 
crime scene investigation — Detec-
tive Malcom Jones, Lt. David Jackson, 
Deputy Austin Smith and Deputy Tim 
Farthing from the Huntington County 
Sheriff’s Department, Detective Matt 
Teusch, Sgt. John Petro and Forensic 
Scientist Sean Matusko with the Indi-
ana State Police, and Huntington City 
Police Department Detective Darius 
Hillman.

Jackson said he was dispatched to 
the scene originally on a missing per-
son and welfare check but called for 
backup due to the nature of the report. 
He said he attempted to handle it as he 
would those cases, addressing the fam-
ily calmly and assessing the property. 
He then reportedly instructed people to 
the road to secure the crime scene.

Smith said he assisted in securing 
the scene and spoke with two elderly 
neighbors, who described “what they 
believed was a sighting of Castleman.” 
Smith then secured the scene from the 
road until it was dismantled.

In cross-examination, the defense 
asked Jackson about the role of body 
cameras in the crime scene investiga-
tion. Jackson said body cameras were 
used unless muted while talking with 
other members of law enforcement. At a 
point where they “were standing around 
waiting for other resources to arrive,” the 
cameras were turned off.

In describing the Markle property, 
Jones and Teusch noted the distinct 
bleach smell when they entered the 
house. Teusch also noted a broken urn 
near the backyard shed debris where 
the body was found. Teusch said the 
urn appeared to have ashes scattered 
in a tilled portion of land about 10-15 
ft. from the body. Several members of 
Eubank’s family identified this urn as 
her son’s during testimony on Tuesday.

Teusch and Hillman also described 
speaking with David Watson, Castle-
man’s cousin, on Nov. 12, who claimed 
Castleman had called 20 minutes ear-
lier but Watson had deleted all call 
history. Hillman advised he did not 

believe Watson was being truthful due 
to his manner of answering questions 
and mannerisms. 

Watson was also brought into the 
courtroom in handcuffs to testify on 
behalf of the state. Nix immediately 
clarified with Watson that his charges 
were unrelated to the current case. 
Watson confirmed that he originally 
told police false information, includ-
ing a detailed story about a vehicle that 
allegedly picked Castleman up from 
his home on Nov. 12. 

Watson told the jury that Castleman 
drove to his house in an unknown car 
and asked him for bleach. Watson said 
Castleman then came with Watson and 
his teenage son on several errands before 
ultimately driving to Marion, Ohio, to 
visit a second cousin — Michael Chick. 
To Watson’s knowledge, Castleman 
stayed in Ohio while Watson returned 
home later that evening. 

The defense questioned why Wat-
son was not initially honest with law 
enforcement, pointing out that he lied 
several times and indicating he was still 
being dishonest about knowing Castle-
man was driving his grandmother’s car.

“I felt something was off and I 
didn’t want to get in trouble,” Watson 
said, also explaining that he knew his 
trip to Ohio was against the rules of his 
probation. One juror asked Watson if 
he and Castleman had any conversa-
tions about Eubank, which he denied.

Chick mainly corroborated the 
version of events told by Watson — 
the three traveled to McDonald’s, 
Walmart, and back to Chick’s house 
before Watson and his son left. From 
there, Chick said he took Castleman 
to a bus stop and purchased a ticket in 
Chick’s name. 

“I gave him the ticket,” Chick 
recalled. “I told him I loved him and I 
hoped things worked out.” 

The two versions differed at one 
point — the defense asked Watson if he 
went to Chick’s to purchase suboxone. 
Watson denied this, however, Chick 
confirmed the information. Chick 
also said that during this time, Castle-
man asked him what he would do if he 
“did something wrong.” He reportedly 
responded that he would leave the area. 

The defense used cross-examination 

with Chick to prove to the jury that 
Watson knew Castleman was driving 
his grandmother’s vehicle. In a state-
ment to police, Chick advised that 
Watson said, “He just pulled up in his 
grandma’s car.” Chick denied saying 
this.

Natasha Harlamert also testified to 
seeing Castleman around 11:30 a.m. 
on Nov. 11, when he showed up at her 
home in Poneto. Castleman was report-
edly smoking a cigarette on the porch, 
then stayed for approximately 15 min-
utes to catch up.

Harlamert said around 10:30 p.m. 
Nov. 11, Watson, also Harlamert’s ex-
brother-in-law, told her that Castle-
man had left a vehicle at his house 
nearby and Watson didn’t know whose 
it was. Harlamert recalled seeing the 
vehicle earlier but thought it may have 
been Watson’s mother. Watson report-
edly told her he had called the Wells 
County Sheriff’s Department who said 
it belonged to a “Bernice,” and Har-
lamert didn’t recognize the first name. 

Harlamert said she called Tiffa-
nee Cole, Castleman’s mother and 
Eubank’s daughter, that night to see if 
she knew about the vehicle, and Cole 
returned the call the following morning 
and told her it was Eubank’s. 

Multiple testimonies affirmed that  
Cole told law enforcement at the crime 
scene that Eubank’s car had been seen 
in Poneto. Jackson reportedly called 
the Wells County Sheriff’s Department 
to keep an eye on the vehicle, and the 
HCSD later searched it.

According to Teusch, two Nov. 11 
receipts showed gas bought at a Shell 
gas station on Dupont Road in Fort 
Wayne and marijuana in Reading, 
Michigan. Photographs of Castleman 
at either location were later secured. 
Petro testified that he collected a pair 
of pants and Eubank’s cell phone, case, 
and charger in a trash can, and a hunt-
ing knife beside Eubank’s vehicle. 

Before recessing Wednesday eve-
ning, Judge Samuel Conrad stated that 
the court intended to finish proceed-
ings this week. Nix said he believed 
the state would conclude its witness 
testimony Thursday morning. The trial 
will reconvene today at 8:30 a.m.

sydney@news-banner.com
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INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 3:32 p.m., Sil-

ver and Bond streets. Child 
and adult reportedly climb-
ing over train, and train 
couldn’t move until area was 
checked. Area cleared and 
train was able to move on.

Tuesday, 4:14 p.m., 
Extreme Auto. Physical 
altercation. Parties seper-
ated. 

Tuesday, 4:44 p.m., 1800 
S Main Street. Report of 
a repeated problem with a 
homeless individual living in 
storage area. 

Tuesday, 6:08 p.m., 
Kroger. Report of musicians 
playing loudly. Warned of 
noise ordinace. 

Tuesday, 8:12 p.m., Wells 
County Food Bank. Caller 
reported individuals were 
walking around and pulling 
on door handles in parking 
lots. Subjects said they were 
getting an alignment on their 
vehicle and wanting to make 
their vehicle was locked. 

Tuesday, 11:47 p.m., Air-
plane Express. Drunk driver. 

Wednesday, 6:38 a.m., 
Wiley Avenue and Indiana 
Street. Citation issued for 
driving while suspended. 

Wednesday, 6:55 a.m., 
Walmart. Semi parking 
issue. Driver said he would 
move. 

Wednesday, 7:08 a.m., 
Taco Bell. Traffic stop. Driv-
er arrested for driving while 
suspended and ticketed for 
distracted driving. 

Wednesday, 11:46 a.m., 
Wells County Lockup. 
Abandoned vehicle. 

County:
Monday, 7:24 p.m., S.R. 

1 and 400 N, Bluffton. Car 
vs. deer. Deer put down. 

Tuesday, 5:50 a.m., S.R. 
116 and 100 N, Bluffton. 
Car vs. coyote.

Tuesday, 9:21 p.m., S.R. 
218 and 500 E, Bluffton. 
Deer reported in roadway. 
Deer moved. 

Ossian:
Tuesday, 8:42 p.m., 5000 

block of 450 E, Ossian. 
Resident reported some 
juveniles had set off security 
alarm on Sunday.

Tuesday, 10:40 p.m., S.R. 
1 and 700 N, Ossian. Two 
vehicle accident. 

ACCIDENTS
County:
Thursday, Oct. 24, 8:17 

p.m., C.R. 600 W near Jeff 
Road, Poneto. Jackson 
D. Collins, 17, Bluffton, 
was driving a 2013 Dodge 
Durango north on 600 W 
and struck a deer. Vehicle 
towed. Damage exceeded 

$2,500. 
Friday, 7:29 p.m., S.R. 3, 

Jackson Township. Jerod A. 
Reynolds, 33, Hartford City, 
was driving a 2020 GMC 
Sierra northbound on S.R. 3 
and struck a deer. Damage 
exceeded $5,000. 

Monday, 7:28 p.m., S.R. 
1 in Bluffton. Marisol Nunez 
Polanco, 28, Bluffton, was 
driving a 2020 Chevrolet 
Equinox southbound on S.R. 
1 and struck a deer. Damage 
exceeded $2,500. 

Ossian:
Monday, 7:21 a.m., Jef-

ferson Street near Davis 
Road, Ossian. Reann Fort-
ney, 63, Ossian, was driv-
ing a 2020 Kia Forte north 
on Jefferson Street and 
failed to a 2004 Chevrolet 
Silverado driven by David 
Reschly, 64, Leo, which 
had slowed to turn left. The 
Forte rear-ended the Sil-
verado. Both vehicles were 
towed. Damage exceeded 
$5,000. 

FIRES
Tuesday, 2:57 p.m., 2355 

S 500 W, Decatur. Grass fire. 
Bluffton Fire Department 
assist to Adams County. 

Tuesday, 3:51 p.m., 817 
S Main St., Bluffton. Wires 
down. 

Tuesday, 5:11 p.m., 
11436 N S.R. 1, Ossian. 
Grass fire. Property manager 
said it was a controlled burn. 

Wednesday, 12:45 p.m., 
200 N and 500 W, Bluffton. 
Wires down.

ARRESTS
Calvin Cresp, 25, Bluff-

ton; criminal mischief, a 
Class A misdemeanor, pick-
pocketing, a Level 6 felony. 
Bond set at $6,500. 

Patrick Warren Kelley, 
53, Ossian; operating while 
intoxicated, a Class A misde-
meanor. Bond set at $1,500. 

Froylan Perez Hernan-
dez, 29, Bluffton; operating 
a vehicle without obtaining 
a license, a Class C mis-
demeanor, and operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated 
– endangerment, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$2,000. 

Adrian Dean Holman, 34, 
Fort Wayne; driving while 
suspended – prior, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Booked and 
released. 
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Police Notebook

Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and 

Ossian Journal publishes 
“basic” obituaries free of 
charge for “local” deaths. 
“Basic” obituaries will 
include the deceased’s 
name, age, community of 
record, date and place of 
death, basic genealogi-
cal information, the date, 
time and location of calling 
hours and services and the 
name of the funeral home 
handling arrangements.

If additional information 
and/or a photo is desired 
to be included, or if the 
deceased does not meet the 
definitions of a “local” per-
son, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes 
will provide details on the 
policy and will coordinate 
obituary publication. 

Jack L. Decker, 93
Jack L. Decker, 93, of rural 

Bluffton, passed away on Tuesday 
afternoon, Oct. 29, 2024, at his 
residence.

He was born on April 20, 1931, 
in Wells County to Herman and 
Florene (Johnloz) Decker. On June 
25, 1955, Jack and Mary Lou Wil-
liams were married in Bluffton. 

Jack graduated from Lancast-
er High School in 1949. He was 
employed at Dana Corporation 
in Fort Wayne for 40 years, from 
where he retired in 1992 as a supervisor. He loved his 
farm and farmed for many years. He served as a Ser-
geant in the Marine Corp from 1950 to 1953. He was 
a member of the American Legion Post 111 in Bluff-
ton for over 50 years. Jack attended Murray Mission-
ary Church. He loved to golf and was a member of 
Green Valley Golf Club for many years. He coached little 
league and teen league baseball in Bluffton for many 
years. His family was his highlight and he was famous 
for his one-liners and his dry sense of humor, which 
kept everyone laughing.

Jack is survived by his wife of 69 years, Mary Lou of 
Bluffton; their daughters, Cara (Wes) Crickard of Markle 
and Sandy (Mike) Allred of Bluffton; and their sons, 
Dr. Jeffrey (Shuyan) Decker of Lincoln, California, and 
Timothy (Kathy) Decker of Fort Wayne; along with five 
grandchildren, Dr. Brooks (Dr. Heather) Crickard of Itha-
ca, New York, Tess (Bryan) Wight of Fort Wayne, Evan 
(fiancé Olivia Hoeppner) Decker of Fort Wayne and 
Jimmy and Ben Decker of Lincoln, California; and three 
great-grandchildren, Max Wight and twins, Charlotte 
and Elisabeth Wight of Fort Wayne. He will be remem-
bered by his sister, Colleen (Al) Ringger of Bluffton; and 
a brother, Rex (Kris) Decker of Ossian.

He is preceded in death by his parents and a twin 
brother, Jean Decker.

Visitation will take place from 10 a.m. to noon on Fri-
day, Nov. 8, 2024, at the funeral home.

Funeral services will take place at noon on Friday, 
Nov. 8, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home 
in Bluffton with Pastor Clark Stoller officiating. Military 
Honors will follow the service by the American Legion 
Post 111 Honor Guard and the United States Marine 
Corps Honor Guard.

Memorials may be made to the charity of the donor’s 
choice.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the family at www.thomarich.com.

Sue A. McDonald, 82
Sue A. McDonald, 82, of Bluff-

ton, passed away on Tuesday 
morning, Oct. 29, 2024, at Luther-
an Hospital of Indiana.

Sue was born on Aug. 22, 1942, 
in Lebanon, Indiana, to Her-
man Edward and Martha Helen 
(Wickard) Antle. She graduated 
from Lebanon High School in 
1960. She then went to Ball State 
Teachers College, graduating in 
1964 with a B.S. degree in Busi-
ness Education. She furthered her 
education and received her Master of Arts degree in 
1986 from Ball State. She worked as a Business teach-
er at Larkin High School in Elgin, Illinois, from 1964 to 
1968. She was a substitute teacher for Southern Wells 
High School and Bluffton-Harrison M.S.D. from 1978 to 
1982, before teaching Business at Norwell High School, 
Bluffton High School and retiring from Bluffton Middle 
School in 2003.

On Aug. 15, 1965, Sue and John Steven McDonald 
were married. The celebrated 59 years of marriage 
together.

Sue was a past member of Indiana Business Educa-
tion Association, working on the Business Education 
Task Forces for the state of Indiana. She was a mem-
ber of First United Methodist Church in Bluffton and a 
past member of Psi Iota Xi. Sue loved to travel, visit-
ing Europe three times with her husband. She enjoyed 
her time at the lake property and their Florida prop-
erty, where they bought a new boat. She could often 
be heard saying “We sure do love our new boat!” She 
was an avid Bridge player and loved to dance and truly 
enjoyed the monthly dinner dances at Bay Side Estates, 
where they lived in Florida. Sue was very interested in 
her grandchildren and their achievements.

Survivors include her husband, John of Bluffton; their 
children, Kimberly Kay (Bryon) Mayer and Jennifer Jo 
McDonald all of Bluffton, and Steven Thomas (Marga-
ret) McDonald of Fort Wayne. She was a loving grand-
ma to her six grandchildren, Kaitlyn J. Schriver of Port-
land, Oregon, Bryson Mayer and Kiersten Mayer both 
of Bluffton, Madilyn, Aaron and Reid McDonald all of 
Fort Wayne. She will be fondly remembered by her sis-
ter, Mary Jolene “Jo” (William “Buck”) Smith of Kokomo; 
a sister-in-law Joan Antle of Glenn Arbor, Michigan; and 
a cousin, Jim Antle of Cambridge City, Indiana.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Herman and 
Martha and her brother, Richard Antle.

Visitation will be held on Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024, from 
12 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral 
Home in Bluffton, and for one hour prior to the service 
on Monday.

Funeral services will be held on Monday at 10:30 
a.m. at the funeral home with Pastor Cindy Osgood and 
Tony Garton officiating. Burial will follow at the Garden 
of the Chimes in Elm Grove Cemetery in Bluffton.

Memorials may be made to Special Olympics or St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital and may be directed to the 
funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends may send online condo-
lences to the family at www.thomarich.com.

OBITUARIES

Scott Elzey
Wells County Council

Republican

Knowledgeable, Transparent 
Working for you.

Paid for by Committee to Elect Scott Elzey
WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

HOURS
Thursday - Friday 3:00 - 8:00pm • Saturday 12:00 - 8:00pm

(765) 727-1027
www.dash90wines.com • zane@dash90wines.com

Finest Wine In Wells County!

6750 W 900 S-90 Warren, IN 46792

The 21st Annual
Designer Handbag

Bingo
and Raffle Drawing

Norwell High School Show Choir Presents:

When: Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024
Where: Norwell High School Cafeteria

(Enter through Door 20)

Time: Doors open at 9 a.m.
10 a.m. Games Start!

Snacks and Lunch available for 
purchase on site.

Tickets are available at the door.
$25 per ticket for 22 Games

Combined prize retail value exceeds $7,000!
Proceeds benefit Norwell Show Choir

Thank you for your support!

Richard L. 
Bumgarner

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton

824-3852

Calling: 2 - 7 p.m. 
Friday, November 1 and one 

hour prior to the service.
Funeral: 10:30 a.m. 

Saturday, November 2
 at the funeral home.

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Dorothy Louise 
Ernst-Maxey

Calling: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Friday, November 1. 
Service: 12 p.m. 

Friday, November 1 at the 
funeral home.

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

Southern Wells FFA
On Oct. 12, Southern Wells FFA had six members compete at the state soils contest. Southern Wells FFA had two junior 
participants, David McMillan and John Schneider, compete as individuals. David McMillan placed 31st, and John Schnei-
der placed 58th individually. The chapter also had one senior team competing: Jonathan McMillan, Bryce Kilander, John 
Osborn and Reagan Needler. The team placed 24th in the state competition out of 61 teams. 
Pictured (left to right) are Jonathan McMillan, John Osborn, Reagan Needler, Bryce Kilander, David McMillan, John 
Schneider and Damion Watters (coach and FFA Advisor). Not pictured is coach Andrew Pursifull. (Photo provided)
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By The Associated Press
Today is Thursday, Oct. 

31, the 305th day of 2024. 
There are 61 days left in the 
year. This is Halloween.

Today in history: On 
Oct. 31, 1984, Indira Gan-
dhi, India’s Prime Minister 
for more than 15 years, was 
assassinated by two of her 
own security guards.

Also on this date:
In 1864, President Abra-

ham Lincoln signed a proc-
lamation making Nevada 
the 36th state, eight days 
before the presidential elec-
tion.

In 1913, the Lincoln 
Highway, the first auto-
mobile highway across the 
United States, was dedi-
cated.

In 1941, work was com-
pleted on the Mount Rush-
more National Memorial 

in South Dakota, begun in 
1927.

In 1950, Earl Lloyd of 
the Washington Capitols 
became the first African-
American to play in an NBA 
game; Lloyd would go on to 
play for nine seasons, win-
ning an NBA championship 
in 1955 with the Syracuse 
Nationals.

In 1961, the body of 
Josef Stalin was removed 
from Lenin’s Tomb as part 
of the Soviet Union’s “de-
Stalinization” drive.

In  1999,  EgyptAir 
Flight 990, bound from 
New York to  Cairo , 
crashed off the Massachu-
setts coast, killing all 217 
people aboard.

In 2005, President 
George W. Bush nominated 
Judge Samuel Alito to the 
Supreme Court.

Today in History Wrapping up ‘The Goblins are Coming’
Today, as costumes 

of Cinderella, ghosts, 
clowns, super-heroes 
and —scariest of all — 
politicians (remember 
those Nixon masks) walk 
the streets carrying bags to be filled 
with trick-or-treat delights, Angel-
keep brings to a close an Angelkeep 
record. October’s column series, 
“The Goblins are Coming,” a mix of 
nature and Halloween’s approach, 
was the only five-part series in the 
18-plus-year history of Angelkeep 
Journals.

Angelkeep also saved a summer’s 
delight for this finale to be published 
on Halloween Day. What better ani-
mal from nature could be focused on 
Halloween Day than one having the 
holiday as its namesake?

To add proof that the orange and 
black colors associated with Hal-
loween have a history, it was Dru 
Drury in 1773 that named a dragonfly 
Halloween pennant. As full disclo-
sure, its colors are orange and deep 
brown, but the dark often looks to the 
eye like black. The pennant half of 
the name came from the fact that its 
genus perch at the tips of plants and 
appear to wave like a pennant in the 
wind. As full disclosure of the facts, 
Halloween pennant was the common 
name. Drury named it binomially, 
Celithemis eponina.

Only deceased Latin linguists 
know what that name means. Latin 
zombies aren’t speaking.

Halloween pennant was the larg-
est dragonfly of this genus. It’s a 
little like going to the pumpkin patch 
to pick the largest pumpkin for a 
Halloween jack-o-lantern. Like the 
orange ribs of the pumpkin, the Hal-
loween pennant’s wing veins grew 

orange.
As another full 

disclosure ele-
ment, Angelkeep 
found Halloween 
pennant at Oua-
bache State Park. 
It waved like a 
pennant on the 
grasses of Kunkel Lake, not on the 
edge of Angelpond. Angelkeep had 
yet to discover this Halloween drag-
onfly around the pond. That would 
be a “treat” greater than a King Size 
Snickers candy bar which also close-
ly matched the colors of this dragon-
fly. Especially the Snickers Orange 
Pumpkin variety, or the Snickers 
Spooky Fun Size Halloween Candy.

Full Halloween disclosure: I’d 
rather have a Dairy Queen Snickers 
Blizzard.

Silver-spotted skipper butterfly 
found at Angelkeep came in a distant 
third for this Halloween Day col-
umn’s focus. It had dark brown and 
orange, like the Halloween pennant 
dragonfly. It added the ghostly white 
spot on the wings, but the brilliance 
of the orange on the dragonfly won 
the day.

Halloween costume parties of 
olden days always picked winners 
for scariest, funniest, most beautiful, 
but never “orangeiest.” “Orangeiest” 
became a fresh Halloween costume 
category for Angelkeep’s selection of 
its winner.

Second place went to the orange-
coated triplets of a doe from the past 
summer. Each came complete with 

hundreds of spots of white. Their 
backs looked like an orange sunset 
filled with an abundance of full 
moons.

The Halloween pennant drag-
onfly has an ability different than 
many of its dragonfly cousins. It 
can fly in a rainstorm. It can even 
fly through a stiff wind. Its larger 
size may be a factor. It also has the 
intelligence to use its long wings to 
cover and shade its thorax when it 
rests in the hot sun.

Another reason for Angelkeep’s 
selection of Halloween pennant for 
this column’s focus to be published 
on Halloween Day includes the fact 
that the bright orange of the wings of 
this dragonfly, and the thin crispiness 
of those wings, remind Angelkeep of 
a favorite snack. Doritos. 

If you place two Doritos triangles, 
overlapping at a point, between your 
index and middle (naughty) finger, 
you somewhat create an image of 
a Halloween pennant. If you’ve 
been eating your Doritos for a few 
minutes, your fingers have taken on 
orange powder from the chips. A chip 
sticking out of the fingers on either 
side resemble dragonfly wings. Well, 
sort of. Use some imagination.

If you tell the other Halloween 
party-attenders you are pretending to 
eat a Halloween pennant dragonfly, 
then they will only think you are a 
bit looney. Your sinful gluttony for 
Doritos can be hidden better than any 
ghost behind a tombstone.

From Angelkeep: Trick-or-Treat, 
Smell my feet, Give me something 
good to eat. Have a boo-ti-ful Hal-
loween.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

HOWELL, Mich. — Late afternoon at American 
Legion Devereaux Post 141, an hour northwest of 
Detroit. Flannel shirts, denim trousers and long-neck 
beer bottles. The flat-screen televisions are muted, 
“Judge Judy” on some, taped Red Wings hockey on 
others. The Republican candidate for the state’s open 
U.S. Senate seat, a veteran whose post this is, arrives 
accompanied by two U.S. senators.

Two percent of the Senate will exhort 14 voters to 
help make Mike Rogers their colleague. This is retail 
politics where small margins matter: Michigan was 
the most closely divided state in 2016 when it favored 
Donald Trump by 0.23 percent. In 2020, it was the 
third-closest (behind Arizona and Georgia) when it 
favored Joe Biden by 2.8 percent.

Rogers, 61, served in the Army, then became an 
FBI agent before winning (by 111 votes) a seat in 
Congress. There he served 7 terms, rising to chair 
the House Intelligence Committee. His opponent this 
year, three-term congresswoman Elissa Slotkin, 48, 
also has a résumé suited to this moment of national 
security crises: She has held policymaking positions 
in the Defense and State departments and in President 
Barack Obama’s National Security Council.

But Michiganders, like most Americans, are less 
interested in the darkening world than in inflation and 
immigration. The price of eggs and the porous south-
ern border are seen as symptoms of social fraying.

Michigan’s numerous and largely anti-Israel Mus-
lims are, however, interested in foreign policy. And 
145,000 of them voted in 2020, when Biden carried 
the state by 154,000 votes. This community harbors 
sympathy for Hamas and fury against the Biden 
administration. Biden’s vice president worries about 
this — and it might trickle down the ballot to other 
Democrats.

In the 1980s, when the domestic auto industry hit 
hard times, Texans spoke of many arriving “black tag 
people” — job-seeking migrants with black Michigan 
license plates. Dark memories make Michigan unhap-
py about Democrats’ adoration of electric vehicles. In 
a notably defensive and tendentious ad, Slotkin says:

“I live on a dirt road, nowhere near a charging sta-
tion. So, I don’t own an electric car. No one should 
tell us what to buy, and no one is going to mandate 
anything.”

Last month, Slotkin voted against overturning an 
Environmental Protection Administration mandate 
that auto manufacturers reduce their fleet emissions 
so much that EVs must replace ever-larger portions 

of gasoline-burning vehicles. Progressive 
policy is to eliminate such vehicles, not 
candidly, with legislation passed by demo-
cratically accountable representatives after 
public debate, but by stealthy bureaucratic 
fiats.

Manufacturing EVs requires fewer 
autoworkers than manufacturing internal 
combustion engine vehicles. EVs’ share of 
Michigan’s car market is 4.7 percent, lower 
than in 30 other states.

The Rogers-Slotkin race is probably 
a dead heat (within the margin of polling 
error) despite Slotkin’s 5-to-1 spending 
advantage — until now. The national Republican 
funding apparatus, hitherto focused on other Senate 
races, recently gave Rogers’s campaign a $30 mil-
lion infusion. Some of this will finance an ad that will 
begin raising an issue that is helping Republicans in 
several Senate races.

The Biden-Harris administration has changed 
bureaucratic regulations that interpret statutory 
language forbidding discrimination on the basis of 
sex, creating a basis for a civil right for transgender 
women (biological men, born male) to compete in 
women’s sports. As with EVs, Slotkin has voted 
against blocking this instance of progressivism pro-
moted by bureaucratic-legerdemain.

It is progressives’ turn to experience a discomfort 
conservatives know too well. For years, many conser-
vatives placated right-to-life constituents by endorsing 
extreme antiabortion policies: outlaw abortion, no 
exceptions; legalize it only during the first six weeks 
of pregnancy. Then, in 2022, the Supreme Court 
spoiled the fun by restoring abortion as a state vot-
ing issue, and those conservatives found themselves 
impaled on positions unpopular with majorities.

Now, progressives are experiencing comparable 
discomfort as conservatives publicize progressives’ 
fingerprints on the oblique bureaucratic maneuvers 
used to promote policies unpopular with non-progres-
sives. Furthermore, after the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion, Michigan embedded abortion rights in the state 
constitution, defusing the issue. Politico reports that a 
July poll of Michigan women “found that majorities 
across age and party affiliation viewed abortion rights 
in the state as ‘decided’ rather than ‘still being deter-
mined,’” and the issue was “a distant fourth” among 
Michigan women’s voting motivations.

georgewill@washpost.com.

George
Will

In the Michigan Senate race, 
progressive baggage may be decisive

What to expect in your 
Wednesday News-Banner

This time of year has been 
colloquially called “spooky season” 
in pop culture, but you may find the 
evening of Nov. 5 more frightening 
than Oct. 31 this year. 

There’s undoubtedly high tension 
with Election Day, even in the apparent 
mad dash of endorsements, ads and 
reminders to vote early. While I may 
not be able to calm any anxieties on 
that front, I hope to give a peek into 
what you can expect from your local 
election coverage. 

If you’ve missed our early voting coverage, there is 
one contest for county elections and two for local school 
boards. 

For the Wells County Council, Republican 
incumbents Vicki Andrews, Scott Elzey and 
Seth Whicker are challenged by Democrat Brian 
Hollingsworth and Independent Scott Burke. Norwell 
and Bluffton schools each have contests for their board 
of trustees — incumbent Trent White is opposed by 
Chris Koiner for Bluffton’s District 3 seat, and Cathie 
Peterson and Jeremiah Tomlin are competing for Angie 
Topp’s Lancaster Township seat on Norwell’s board. 
Candidate profiles and coverage of their forums are all 
available on our website.

The News-Banner will also have local results on 
our website soon after we receive them from the Wells 
County Clerk’s Office on Tuesday evening. If you’re 
Facebook savvy, we’ll include a link to results there too. 

Wednesday’s News-Banner will have full local 
results and coverage of the candidates and state results. 
We’d hope to have presidential election results as well, 
but, results will very likely not be ready by our press 
deadline. We’ll have the most up-to-date coverage 
we can, as well as how Wells County voted in the 
presidential race. 

Last week, Indiana Secretary of State Diego Morales 
announced that over half a million Hoosiers had already 
voted, signaling a potentially high turnout this election. 
I’ve viewed this firsthand the last several weeks 
between visits to the Wells and Huntington courthouses, 
where there always seems to be at least one person 
casting their ballot. 

If you’re like me and want to skip Tuesday’s lines, 
early voting is open today and Friday at the courthouse 
during regular hours and Monday until noon. Early 
voting is also available from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. today and 
Friday at Lighted Gardens and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday 
at Presbyterian Church. 

Election day voting is from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday 
at the 4-H Park, Presbyterian Church, Lighted Gardens, 
Zanesville Tower Life Center and Southern Wells 
Community Church. You can view items on your 
ballot, including the five public questions for Indiana, at 
indianavoters.in.gov. We’ll also re-run that information 
in Monday’s News-Banner.

Whether you’re excited, nervous or ready to get 
“spooky season” over with, it’s here. And just like 
Halloween, candy helps. See you at the polls.

holly@news-banner.com

Holly  
Gaskill

Here’s how to contact local State Legislators:
State Senator Travis Holdman (R). He serves all of 

Wells County as part of the 19th Senate District. Toll-free: 
(800) 382-9467. Direct: (317) 232-9400. Web page: www.
in.gov/S19    E-mail: Senator.Holdman@iga.in.gov

Rep. Matt Lehman (R). He represents the majority of 
Wells County as part of the 79th House District: Notting-
ham, Harrison, Lancaster townships and the portion of Jef-
ferson Township east of Ind. 1, including all of incorporated 
Ossian. Toll free: (800) 382-9841, Direct: (317) 232-9677. 
Web page: www.in.gov/H79. E-mail: H79@in.gov

Rep. Lorissa Sweet (R). She represents all of Liberty, 
Union and Rockcreek townships and the portion of Jeffer-
son Township west of Ind. 1, excluding incorporated por-
tions of Ossian, as part of House District 50. Toll free: (800) 
382-9841. Direct line: (317) 232-9651. Web page: www.
in.gov/H50. E-mail: H50@in.gov

Who’s Who
A continuing series on how to contact government officials
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Moving on from close friendship
Dear Annie: I felt something was 

wrong with my closest friend for a 
while. She was my maid of honor but 
didn’t have a shower for me. She also 
showed up at the wedding venue fully 
dressed and made up, when we were 
supposed to get ready together.

Weeks later, I said it was hurtful 
that no one had a shower for me. I 
asked her how she would feel if every-
one ignored her upcoming 50th birth-
day, and she said she wanted to forget 
she was turning 50. But on the day, 
she had a party at a restaurant, posting 
pictures on Facebook and declaring 
her “BFF” threw the party.

Cut to that summer. When her 
daughter (whom I’ve known since 
she was 7) got married, she asked my 
husband and me if we would video 
the wedding, and we readily agreed. 
Weeks went by, and we heard nothing. 
Then she posted the wedding photos 
on Facebook.

I was hurt and surprised. I 
expressed this and she said her daugh-
ter found a college friend to do it for 
free. I told her I was thinking that this 
was our gift to her daughter, as no one 
ever mentioned payment nor did we 
expect one. I also said I was hurt that 
we were disinvited and she said, “You 
weren’t disinvited because you were 
never invited.”

I can’t remember the last time we 
saw each other, although she lives 
15 minutes away. She texts me about 
once or twice a month.

I want to say something, but it feels 
like a waste of time.

Should I just stop responding to 
texts entirely or tell her she’s off the 
hook and doesn’t have to keep up this 
pretense? — Hurt and Unsure

Dear Hurt: Of course you’re hurt; 
a friend who once meant a lot to you 
is now distancing herself without so 
much as an explanation. If you hope 
to get closure, send her a message 
explaining you’ve noticed the changes 

in your relation-
ship and it seems 
that she no lon-
ger values having 
you in her clos-
est circle. But 
if that feels like 
more effort than 
it’s worth, tak-
ing a step back 
and allowing the 
friendship to nat-
urally fade is a 
perfectly healthy 
option.

Dear Annie: 
My wife recently 
received a dinner invitation from her 
former brother-in-law to “talk about 
the old days.” She is planning on 
going. I have seen them together a 
couple of times at weddings/parties, 
and it’s obvious he has feelings for 
her. When I had told her in the past 
what I’d observed, she confirmed it by 
saying “she already knew that because 
he had sent her some romantic mes-
sages.”

I’m not a jealous guy. I trust my 
wife. But I believe it’s improper for 
her to go because it potentially is lead-
ing him on. What do you think? — 
Dinner Invitation

Dear Dinner Invitation: What’s 
improper about her going is that she 
is a married woman and she knows 
this man is interested in her. Either 
attend the dinner with her, or ask her 
to decline the invite. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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God wants to change us

TV & Entertainment Weekly | October 26 - November 1, 2024 14 | Thursday prime time

10/31 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Perry 
Stone 

Life Today 
with 

Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Today 
With God 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Georgie & 
M. (N) 

Ghosts (N) Matlock "The Rabbit 
and the Hawk" (N) 

Elsbeth "Devil's Night"
(N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Chicago P.D. "Turn the 
Light Off" 

Chicago P.D. "8:30 PM" Chicago P.D. "My Way" Chicago P.D. "The 
Docks" 

Chicago P.D. "A 
Beautiful Friendship" 

Chicago P.D. "Call It 
Macaroni" 

Chicago P.D. "Get My 
Cigarettes" 

Chicago P.D. "The 
Weigh Station" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Press-Luck "Halloween 
Spooktacular" 

Doctor Odyssey
"Singles Week" 

Doctor Odyssey
"Halloween Week" 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Law & Order "Report 
Card" (N) 

Law-SVU "Economics of 
Shame" (N) 

Found "Missing While 
Presumed Dead" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline "The Night 
Before Halloween" 

Dateline "Mystery at 
Ascot Estates" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

Goldbergs 
"DKNY" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show 
(N) 

TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 
News (N) 

Scrabble
"Scabbleiscious" (N) 

Trivial Pursuit "The T.P. 
Open" (N) 

Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Kingdoms of the Sky: 
Himalaya 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Arts In 
Focus (N) 

This Old 
House (N) 

Old House
(N) 

Velvet "Nothing Is That Easy" (N) This Old 
House 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
Kingdoms of the Sky: 
Himalaya 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Now Enter
"Tipton 1" 

Sunny 
Days 

Broadchurch Nina "Bruised Heart" Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Hell's Kitchen (N) Crime Scene Kitchen
(N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
Castle "Kick the 
Ballistics" 

Castle "Eye of the 
Beholder" 

Castle "Demons" Castle "Cops & 
Robbers" 

Castle "Heartbreak 
Hotel" 

(:05) Castle "Kill Shot" (:05) Castle "Cuffed" Castle "Cops & 
Robbers" 

FX 24 132 136 148 Movie <+++ Signs (‘02) Joaquin Phoenix, Cherry Jones, Mel Gibson. <+++ The Sixth Sense (‘99) Haley Joel Osment, Bruce Willis. <++ Halloween (‘18) Judy Greer, Jamie Lee Curtis.

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E! 26 142 114 236 
(4:00) <+++ Mrs. Doubtfire (1993, Children) Sally 
Field, Pierce Brosnan, Robin Williams. 

<+++ Mrs. Doubtfire (1993, Children) Sally Field, Pierce Brosnan, Robin 
Williams. 

Villains "Housewife v. 
Housewife" (N) 

E! News
(N) 

Villains "Housewife v. 
Housewife" 

Botched 

PARMT 30 241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ The Addams Family (1991, Comedy) Raul 
Julia, Christopher Lloyd, Anjelica Huston. 

<++ Addams Family Values (1993, Comedy)
Raul Julia, Christopher Lloyd, Anjelica Huston. 

<++ The Addams 
Family Anjelica Huston. 

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) Countd-

own (L) (N)
College Football Tulane at Charlotte From Jerry Richardson Stadium in 
Charlotte, N.C. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt
(L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) SportCtr College Football North Carolina Central at South Carolina State (L) (N) Fight Life UFC Fight Life The Fight Life

FSMW 33 418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory Road Trip 

Angler 
Pregame
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Philadelphia Flyers From Wells 
Fargo Center in Philadelphia. (L) (N) 

Blues Post.
(L) (N) 

Warehouse Games Warehouse Games NHL Hockey

USA 34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: SVU 
"Blood Brothers" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Double Strands" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Father's Shadow" 

<++ Skyscraper (2018, Action) Neve Campbell,
Chin Han, Dwayne Johnson. 

Law & Order: SVU
"Home Invasions" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Hunting Ground" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Child's Welfare" 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
(4:00) Homestead "A 
Golden Opportunity" 

Homestead Rescue The Raneys must help a family 
winter-proof and set them up for the spring ahead. 

Homestead Rescue The Raneys undertake one of 
the biggest rescues ever to reunite a family. 

Homestead A tragic plane crash has destroyed 
access to his homestead across a treacherous river. 

Homestead Rescue 
"Bus, Sweat and Tears" 

TLC 36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé: Other 1000-Lb. Best Friends 1000-Lb. Best Friends The Little Couple Couple "Surprise!" Couple "We Part-tay!" The Little Couple The Little Couple 

HIST 38 77 120 269 
UnBelievable "Strange 
Experiments" 

UnBelievable "Weird 
Weapons" 

UnBelievable
"Outlandish Inventions" 

Mountain Men
"Whiteout" 

Mountain Men "Apex Predator" (N) (:35) Mountain Men "Apex Predator" (:05) Mountain Men 
"Whiteout" 

A&E 39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "Fateful Date" The First 48 "Snatched" The First 48 First 48 "Killer Contact" (:05) The First 48 (:05) First 48 "Snatched" 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Let It Snow 
Candace Cameron Bure. 

< A Fabled Holiday (2022, Romance) Ryan 
Paevey, Daphne Hoskins, Brooke D'Orsay. 

< One Royal Holiday (2020, Romance) Aaron 
Tveit, Victoria Clark, Laura Osnes. 

< Holiday Road (2023, Drama) Warren Christie,
Princess Davis, Sara Canning. 

< Catch Me if You 
Claus (‘23) Italia Ricci. 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(3:45) <+ Halloween 
(‘07) Malcolm McDowell. 

(:15) <+ Halloween II (2009, Horror) Tyler Mane, Sheri Moon 
Zombie, Malcolm McDowell. 

<++ Halloween Kills (2021, Horror) Judy Greer, Anthony 
Michael Hall, Jamie Lee Curtis. 

<++ Halloween Kills (2021, Horror) Judy Greer, 
Anthony Michael Hall, Jamie Lee Curtis. 

TBS 43 130 139 247 Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <+++ The Goonies (‘85) Josh Brolin, Sean Astin. 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
(3:00) < 
Conjuring:... 

<+++ Get Out (2017, Horror) Allison Williams,
Catherine Keener, Daniel Kaluuya. 

(:45) <++ The Mummy Returns (2001, Adventure) Rachel 
Weisz, John Hannah, Brendan Fraser. 

(:15) <+++ Get Out (2017, Horror) Allison Williams, Catherine 
Keener, Daniel Kaluuya. 

<++ 
Malignant 

AMC 45 131 254 
<++ Halloween H20: 20 Years Later (‘98, Hor)
Adam Arkin, Josh Hartnett, Jamie Lee Curtis.  

<++++ Halloween (1978, Horror) Jamie Lee 
Curtis, Nancy Loomis, Donald Pleasence. 

<++ Halloween II (1981, Horror) Donald 
Pleasence, Charles Cyphers, Jamie Lee Curtis. 

<++++ Halloween (1978, Horror) Jamie Lee 
Curtis, Nancy Loomis, Donald Pleasence. 

COM 47 107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show FamilyGuy Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
Speak Joy Taylor, Keyshawn Johnson and Paul 
Pierce discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

Kevin H 
Hour 

MLB Epic 
Moments 

To Be Announced Programming to be announced. Kevin Harvick's Happy 
Hour Homestead Recap 

Kevin H 
Hour 

TMZ 
Sports 

WGN 53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE 57 128 260 (4:00) < Final Destinatio... <++ Final Destination 2 (‘03) Ali Larter. <++ Final Destination 3 <++ Final Destination 5 Nicholas D'Agosto. < Friday the 13th (P) 

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives SLC Housewives 
NICK 68 170 299 (4:00) SpongeBob SpongeBob Patrick SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 (4:30) Ladyb.. ZOMBIES Primos (:25) <++ Halloweentown Big City Big City Big City Greens Kiff Place Place Place Place 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(4:40) < Tim Burton's 
Nightmare Before Chri... 

(:20) <++ Hocus Pocus (1993, Children) Sarah Jessica Parker,
Kathy Najimy, Bette Midler. 

< Hocus Pocus 2 (2022, Children) Sarah Jessica Parker, Kathy 
Najimy, Bette Midler. 

The 700 Club <+++ Little Shop of 
Horrors Rick Moranis. 

HBO  301 300 501 
(:10) <++ MaXXXine (2024, Horror) Elizabeth 
Debicki, Moses Sumney, Mia Goth. 

(:55) <+++ Joker (2019, Crime Story) Robert De 
Niro, Zazie Beetz, Joaquin Phoenix. 

The Penguin (:55) To Be Announced <++ Trap (‘24) Ariel Donoghue,
Saleka Shyamalan, Josh Hartnett. 

(:50) < Sixth 
Sense 

MAX  325 310 515 
(:15) <+++ Gangs of New York (2002, History) Daniel Day-Lewis, Cameron 
Diaz, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

<++ Sinister 2 (‘15) Shannyn 
Sossamon, James Ransone. 

(:50) <++ Krampus (2015, Horror) Adam Scott,
Toni Collette, Emjay Anthony. 

<++ Here Comes the Devil (‘12) 
Laura Caro, Francisco Barreiro. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:30) < Last 
Voyage of... 

<+++ Talk to Me (‘22) Alexandra 
Jensen, Joe Bird, Sophie Wilde. 

(:05) <++ Divergent (2014, Sci-Fi) Theo James, Ashley Judd, 
Shailene Woodley. 

<++ The Divergent Series: Insurgent (‘15, Sci-
Fi) Theo James, Octavia Spencer, Shailene Woodley.

<+ The Divergent Series: Allegiant 
(‘16) Theo James, Shailene Woodley. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
< B...A... (2022, Horror) Tunde 
Laleye, Me'lisa Sellers, Teon Kelley. 

< Vindicta (2023, Thriller) Jeremy 
Piven, Sean Astin, Elena Kampouris. 

<++ Hannibal Rising (2007, Thriller) Gong Li,
Helena Lia Tachovska, Gaspard Ulliel. 

(:05) <+ Cabin Fever (‘16) Matthew 
Daddario, Nadine Crocker. 

(:45) < Out of Darkness (‘22) Kit 
Young, Safia Oakley-Green. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Technol-
ogy is claiming the abil-
ity to read people’s minds 
and it strikes fear. Yet 
the same people do not 
fear the absolute truth 
that God can and does 
read our minds, and most 
don’t seem concerned at 
all. – F.E.

Answer: Our thoughts 
are the most reliable indi-
cation of what we are 
really like. And when 
we face our thoughts and 
our motives honestly, we 
have to admit we are not 
as good as we would like 
other people to believe.

One of the great truths 
in the Bible is that God 
wants to change us – not 

only our outward 
actions but our inner-
most thoughts. He 
knows that when 
we do wrong it is 
because we have first 

allowed evil thoughts to 
control us. Jesus said that 
out of the overflow of the 
heart the mouth speaks, 
and the evil man brings 
evil things out of evil 
stored up inside of him 
(see Matthew 12:34-35). 
If we will ask the Lord to 
wash us clean of our sins, 
He will change us.

Imagine a bucket of 
stagnant water. The only 
solution is to empty it 
and clean it – and then 
fill it with fresh water. 
That is what Christ will 
do if we commit our 
lives to Him and let His 
Word, the Bible, fill our 
hearts with His truth.

“Let us draw near [to 

God] with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprin-
kled from an evil con-
science and our bodies 
washed with pure water” 
(Hebrews 10:22, NKJV).

Tw o  c o n f l i c t i n g 
forces cannot exist in 
one human heart. When 
doubt reigns, faith can-
not abide. Where hatred 
rules, love is crowded 
out. Where selfishness 
rules, there love cannot 
dwell. People’s hearts, 
though small, are big 
enough for Christ to live 
in, if we will only make 
room for Him.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

Chevrolet, Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, RAM

NEW NAME,
SAME GREAT SERVICE!

FORMALY HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE

WWW.FREEDOMCHRYSLERDODGEJEEPRAMBLUFFTON.COM
WWW.FREEDOMCHEVROLETBLUFFTON.COM

Chrysler, Dodge
Jeep, RAM

260-824-1931
Chevrolet

260-824-0900

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR 
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

FOOTBALL
NFL

Thursday, Oct. 31
Houston at N.Y. Jets, 8:15 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 3
Dallas at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Denver at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Miami at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
New England at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Philadelphia, 4:05 

p.m.
Detroit at Green Bay, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.
Indianapolis at Minnesota, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Pittsburgh, San Francisco

Monday, Nov. 4
Tampa Bay at Kansas City, 8:15 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

WORLD SERIES
(Best-of-7)
Los Angeles Dodgers win the series 

4-1 over the New York Yankees
Friday, Oct. 25 Los Angeles Dodgers 

6, New York Yankees 3 (10 innings)
Saturday, Oct. 26: Los Angeles Dodg-

ers 4, New York Yankees 2
Monday, Oct. 28: Los Angeles Dodg-

ers 4, New York Yankees 2
Tuesday, Oct. 29: New York Yankees 

11, Los Angeles Dodgers 4
Wednesday, Oct. 30: Los Angeles 

Dodgers 7, New York Yankees 6

BASKETBALL
NBA

Tuesday’s Games
Dallas 120, Minnesota 114
Denver 144, Brooklyn 139, OT
Sacramento 113, Utah 96
Golden State 124, New Orleans 106

Wednesday’s Games
Cleveland 134, L.A. Lakers 110
Detroit 105, Philadelphia 95
Charlotte 138, Toronto 133
Washington 133, Atlanta 120

Indiana 135, Boston 132, OT
New York 116, Miami 107
Chicago 102, Orlando 99
Brooklyn 119, Memphis 106
San Antonio at Oklahoma City, late
New Orleans at Golden State, late
Portland at L.A. Clippers, late

Thursday’s Games
Milwaukee at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Houston at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Utah, 9 p.m.
Phoenix at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

Tuesday’s Games
Anaheim 3, N.Y. Islanders 1
Minnesota 5, Pittsburgh 3
Philadelphia 2, Boston 0
Seattle 8, Montreal 2
Ottawa 8, St. Louis 1
Washington 5, N.Y. Rangers 3
San Jose 4, Los Angeles 2

Wednesday’s Games
Columbus 2, N.Y. Islanders 0
Winnipeg 6, Detroit 2
Tampa Bay 5, Colorado 2

News-Banner Scoreboard

High School Calendar
THURSDAY, OCT 31
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, NOV 1
FOOTBALL: (Sectional) Southern Wells at 

Triton, 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY,  NOV 2
CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): (state finals) 

TBD at LaVern Gibson Championship Cross 

Country Course, 12 p.m. for girls, 2:30 p.m. 
for boys.

MONDAY, NOV 4
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, NOV 5
GIRLS BASKETBALL: Norwell at Tippeca-

noe Valley, 7:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at North-
field, 7:30 p.m.

The Green Valley Golf League par-
ticipated in a Florida Scramble on Tues-
day, taking advantage of a rare, high 70s 
weather in late October.

Steve Folk, Ron Blevins, Doug 

Scher and Tom Nahlwold were on the 
winning team. the group shot a -5 on 
the day.

Rick Murphy had the closest to pin 
and the longest putt.

Green Valley Golf League 
hosts Florida Scramble

NEW YORK (AP) — Two New York 
Yankees fans who were ejected from Game 
4 of the World Series for interfering with 
Los Angeles Dodgers right fielder Mookie 
Betts have been banned from Game 5 on 
Wednesday night.

Betts leaped at the retaining wall in foul 
territory and caught Gleyber Torres’ pop fly 
in the first inning Tuesday night, but a fan 

in the first row with a gray Yankees road 
jersey grabbed Betts’ glove with both hands 
and pulled the ball out. Another fan grabbed 
Betts’ bare hand.

“Not good. There’s no place for that. It’s 
as simple as that,” New York manager Aaron 
Boone said Wednesday. “Come here, cheer, 
root for your team, whatever. No place for 
that. Should never have hands on anyone.”

By LARRY LAGE and ED WHITE 
Associated Press

DETROIT (AP) — Police in Detroit are 
conducting an internal investigation after 
Lions wide receiver Jameson Williams 
was not locked up following a traffic stop 
despite the discovery of a gun under his seat 
that he didn’t have a permit to carry, authori-
ties said.

Chief James White was “very unhap-
py about the totality of the circumstances 
here,” Commander Michael McGinnis told 
WXYZ-TV.

The gun was registered to Williams, but 
he does not have a concealed-carry permit, 
the TV station reported.

Without a permit in Michigan, a gun 
owner typically must place the weapon in a 
closed case while in a vehicle. A violation is 
a felony.

Williams was handcuffed and placed in a 
patrol car on Oct. 8. He was a passenger in 
a car driven by his brother, who had his own 
gun and a concealed-carry permit, WXYZ 
reported.

“I play for the Lions, bro. I’m Jame-
son Williams,” Williams said, according to 
body-camera video obtained by the TV sta-
tion.

He said he lives in Detroit and needs the 
gun for protection.

“I feel that there was probable cause to 
arrest, and he was under arrest by the patrol 
officer,” McGinnis said. “And because of 
that, he should have been conveyed to the 
Detroit Detention Center and processed.”

But Williams was released after a ser-
geant arrived and talked by phone with other 

senior officers. The gun was also returned.
The traffic stop appeared to be closed 

until WXYZ began asking questions. The 
Wayne County prosecutor’s office said it’s 
now reviewing the case for possible charges.

“We just don’t know at this point,” pros-
ecutor Kym Worthy said Wednesday at an 
unrelated news conference.

In a statement, the Detroit Police Depart-
ment said: “Let it be clear: no one in the city 
of Detroit is above the law. Anyone who 
commits a crime will be held accountable, 
regardless of their position or status.”

Williams’ attorney, Todd Flood, sug-
gested that no law was broken because Wil-
liams’ brother had a concealed-carry permit 
that could cover both guns.

“We have cooperated with law enforce-
ment and will continue to do so,” Flood 
said.

Williams, a first-round draft pick in 2022, 
will miss this week’s game against Green 
Bay as part of a two-game suspension for 
violating the NFL’s performance-enhancing 
substance policy. He missed four games in 
2023 for violating the league’s gambling 
policy.

The team said it was immediately 
informed about the traffic stop.

“It certainly doesn’t look good,” coach 
Dan Campbell said when asked about Wil-
liams’ latest off-the-field problem.

But Campbell also said he knows “what 
this kid is made of. He’s worth hanging 
with.”

“He’s going to learn from this,” the coach 
said, “and he’s going to grow and he’s going 
to be better for all this.”

NASCAR Cup Series
Xfinity 500

Site: Martinsville, Virginia.
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 1 p.m.; qualifying, 2:05 

p.m.; Sunday, race, 2 p.m. (NBC).
Track: Martinsville Speedway.
Last race: Regular-season champion Tyler Reddick 

powered past Blaney on the final lap to win at Homestead-
Miami and advance to the championship four.

Next race: Nov. 10, Phoenix.
NASCAR Xfinity Series
National Debt Relief 250

Site: Martinsville, Virginia.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 3:35 p.m.; qualifying 4:10 

p.m.; Saturday, race, 4 p.m. (CW).
Last race: Austin Hill grabbed the second spot in the 

Xfinity Series championship finale, racing to his fourth vic-
tory of the season.

Next race: Nov. 9, Phoenix.
NASCAR Truck Series

Zip Buy Now, Pay Later 200
Site: Martinsville, Virginia.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 1:35 p.m.; qualifying, 2:10 

p.m.; race, 6 p.m. (FS1).
Track: Martinsville Speedway.
Last race: Grant Emfinger won his second straight race, 

this one coming in the round of eight at Homestead-Miami. 
Next race: Nov. 8, Phoenix.

Formula 1
Brazilian Grand Prix

Site: Sao Paulo.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 10:30 a.m.; Saturday, qualify-

ing, 2:30 p.m.; Sunday, race, noon (ESPN).
Track: Autodromo Jose Carlos Pace.
Last race: Carlos Sainz Jr. won the Mexico City Grand 

Prix and Lando Norris closed the gap on Max Verstappen 
after another furious fight that cost the reigning three-time 
series champion three penalties and shaved 10 points off 
Verstappen’s lead in the standings.

Next race: Nov. 23, Las Vegas.
IndyCar

Last race: Alex Palou claimed his second consecutive 
IndyCar championship and third in four years at Nashville 
Superspeedway.

Next race: March 2, 2025, St. Petersburg, Florida.
NHRA Drag Racing

Last event: Justin Ashley took the Top Fuel points lead, 
holding off Clay Millican in the final round to win the Texas 
NHRA Fall Nationals three weeks ago. Matt Hagan took the 
Funny Car title in Texas for a second straight year.

Next event: Oct. 31-Nov. 3, Las Vegas.
World of Outlaws Sprint Cars

Last event: Carson Macedo won in West Memphis, 
Arkansas, last Friday, taking the pole and then driving away 
after a late dustup with a lapped car. It was Macedo’s 11th 
win of the season. David Gravel has a 74-point lead over 
Macedo. The Saturday event was canceled.

Next race: Nov. 6-9, Concord, North Carolina.

Fans interfering with Betts’ 
catch banned from Game 5

By JAY COHEN 
AP Baseball Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — The Chi-
cago White Sox have hired Will 
Venable to take over as man-
ager, turning to the former big 
league outfielder to help turn 
around the team after a miser-
able season.

Two people with direct knowl-
edge of the decision confirmed 
the choice to The Associated 
Press on Wednesday on condition 
of anonymity because the franchise hadn’t 
announced the move.

Venable, who turned 42 on Tuesday, 
is stepping in for Pedro Grifol, who was 
fired in August with the White Sox on 
their way to breaking the modern major 
league record for most losses in a season. 
With Grady Sizemore serving as interim 
manager, the club finished with a 41-121 
record.

Venable was an associate manager for 

Texas for the past two years. He 
handled daily schedule items and 
outfield instruction as part of his 
duties with the Rangers, who 
won the World Series in 2023.

Venable played baseball and 
basketball while studying anthro-
pology at Princeton. He was an 
all-Ivy League performer in each 
sport.

He was selected by San Diego 
in the seventh round of the 2005 

amateur draft. The outfielder 
played for the Padres, Rangers and Dodgers 
in nine years in the majors, hitting .249 with 
81 homers, 307 RBIs and 135 steals in 967 
games.

After his playing career ended, Venable 
joined the Cubs’ front office in Septem-
ber 2017 as a special assistant to baseball 
operations. He also was on the team’s major 
league staff for three years, spending two 
seasons as the first base coach and one as 
the third base coach.

Chicago White Sox hire Will 
Venable as their manager

Will Venable

Police investigate traffic stop 
involving Lions’ Jameson Williams

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — 

The Los Angeles Dodgers 
won their second World 
Series championship in 
five seasons, overcom-
ing a five-run deficit with 
the help of three Yan-
kees defensive miscues 
and rallying on sacrifice 
flies from Gavin Lux 
and Mookie Betts in the 
eighth inning to beat New 
York 7-6 in Game 5 on 
Wednesday night.

Aaron Judge and Jazz Chisholm Jr. hit 
back-to-back home runs in the first inning, 
Alex Verdugo’s RBI single chased Jack Fla-
herty in the second and Giancarlo Stanton’s 
third-inning homer against Ryan Brasier 
built a 5-0 Yankees lead.

But errors by Judge in center and Antho-
ny Volpe at shortstop, combined with pitch-
er Gerrit Cole failing to cover first on Betts’ 
grounder, helped Los Angeles score five 
unearned runs in the fifth.

After Stanton’s sixth-inning sacrifice fly 
put the Yankees back ahead 6-5, the Dodg-
ers loaded the bases against loser Tommy 
Kahnle in the eighth before the sacrifice 
flies off Luke Weaver.

Winner Blake Treinen escaped a two-on, 
one-out jam in the bottom half by retiring 
Stanton on a flyout and striking out Anthony 
Rizzo.

Walker Buehler, making his first relief 
appearance since his rookie season in 2018, 
pitched a perfect ninth for his first major 
league save.

“We’re obviously resilient, but there’s so 
much love in the clubhouse that won this 
game today,” Betts said. “That’s what it 
was. It was love, it was grit. I mean, it was 
just a beautiful thing. I’m just proud of us 
and I’m happy for us.”

When Buehler struck out Verdugo to end 
the game, the Dodgers poured onto the field 
to celebrate between the mound and first 
base, capping a season in which they won 
98 games and finished with the best regular-
season record.

“There’s just a lot of ways we can win 
baseball games,” Buehler said. “Obviously 
the superstars we have on our team and the 
discipline, it just kind of all adds up.”

Shohei Ohtani, the Dodgers’ record-
setting $700 million signing and baseball’s 
first 50-homer, 50-steal player, went 2 for 
19 with no RBIs and had one single after 
separating his shoulder during a stolen base 
attempt in Game 2.

Freddie Freeman hit a two-run single 
to tie the Series record of 12 RBIs, set by 
Bobby Richardson over seven games in 

1960. With the Dodgers 
one out from losing Fri-
day’s opener, Freeman hit 
a game-ending grand slam 
reminiscent of Kirk Gib-
son’s homer off Oakland’s 
Dennis Eckersley in 1988’s 
Game 1 that sparked Los 
Angeles to the title.

The Dodgers earned 
their eighth championship 
and seventh since leaving 
Brooklyn for Los Angeles 
— their first in a non-short-
ened season since 1988. 
They won a neutral-site 

World Series against Tampa Bay in 2020 
after a 60-game regular season and couldn’t 
have a parade because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

These Dodgers of Ohtani, Freeman & 
Betts joined the 1955 Duke Snider and Roy 
Campanella Boys of Summer, the Sandy 
Koufax and Don Drysdale era that spanned 
the three titles from 1959-65, the Tommy 
Lasorda-led groups 1981 and ‘88 and the 
Betts and Clayton Kershaw champions of 
2020.

Dave Roberts won his second champi-
onship in nine seasons as manager as the 
Dodgers, matching Lasorda and trailing the 
four of Walter Alston. The Dodgers won for 
the fourth time in 12 Series meetings with 
the Yankees.

New York remained without a title since 
winning its record 27th in 2009. The Yan-
kees acquired Juan Soto from San Diego 
in December knowing he would be eligible 
for free agency after the 2024 Series. The 
26-year-old star went 5 for 16 one RBI in 
the Series heading into intensely followed 
bidding on the open market.

Judge finished 4 for 18 with three RBIs.
Cole didn’t allow a hit until Kiké Hernán-

dez singled leading off the fifth. Judge, who 
an inning earlier made a leaping catch at 
the wall to deny Freeman an extra-base 
hit, dropped Tommy Edman’s fly to cen-
ter. Shortstop Anthony Volpe then bounced 
a throw to third on Will Smith’s grounder, 
allowing the Dodgers to load the bases with 
no outs.

Cole struck out Lux and Ohtani, and 
Betts hit a grounder to Rizzo. Cole didn’t 
cover first, pointing at Rizzo to run to the 
bag as Betts outraced the first baseman.

Freeman followed with a two-run single 
and Teoscar Hernández hit a tying two-run 
double. Max Muncy walked before Kiké 
Hernández grounded into a forceout on 
Cole’s 48th pitch of the inning.

Stanton’s sixth-inning sacrifice fly off 
Brusdar Graterol put the Yankees ahead 6-5, 
but the Dodgers rallied one last time in the 
eighth.

Dodgers win World Series 
in 5 games, overcome 5-run 
deficit to beat the Yankees



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!
EmploymEnt

Help Wanted
THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

EARLY MORNING DRIVER

needed to deliver papers to
post offices and stores in
southern part of county. Must
have reliable transportation.
Call Natasha or Doug, (260)
824-0224, for more informa-
tion.

EXTREME AUTO OF Bluffton
needs a part time office em-
ployee. Three days per week,
approximately 20 hours. Light
general office duties, errand
running, and miscellaneous.
duties. Perfect for retired or
semi retired individual. Valid
drivers license required. Call
260-827-0882.

For SalE
Hot Deals!

HOUSE FOR SALE OPEN
HOUSE on Sunday, Novem-
ber 10th. from 1-3 pm. Lovely
well maintained 1 and 1/2 sto-
ry 3-bedroom and 2-bath
home with an attached 2-car
garage located in the heart of
Bluffton. This home has a
newer furnace, heat pump,
water heater, and garage
doors, and some new win-
dows, clean and freshly paint-
ed. Come and make it yours
today! $220,000.00
260-519-1430
Billie.Shively@exprealty.com
https://billieshively.exprealty.co
m/

rEal EStatE
Open Houses

SUNDAY, NOV. 3, 1 to 3 p.m.,
1009 Summit Ave., Bluffton.
Immaculate 1,912 sq. ft., 3-
bedroom, 2-bath ranch home
situated on a spacious corner
lot in Riverview addition.
Quartz countertops, fireplace,
and all appliances stay. Enjoy
the large new patio and fire pit
area, perfect for entertaining.
$274,000. Call 260-820-3982,
Kent Lesh, Coldwell Banker
Real Estate Group, for early
showings. This is a Must -See!

Lottery Numbers Public Notices
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 05-07-13-35-

40
Lotto Plus — 05-06-09-

10-11-33
Cash4Life — 09-16-38-

42-55, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

04-05-10-15-17-19-27-30-
38-44-46-52-54-66-67-70-
72-73-77-78, BE: 44

Daily Three-Midday — 
09-04-07, SB: 07

Daily Three-Evening — 
02-04-07, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday — 
08-04-03-05, SB: 07

Daily Four-Evening — 
03-08-04-05, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening — 
07-12-13-14-15-23-31-34-
35-37-39-42-44-45-48-53-
63-66-78-79, BE: 78

Hoosier Lotto — 11-14-
17-29-40-44

MEga MILLIOnS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $281 million
POWERbaLL

13-22-29-43-58 Power-
ball: 22; Power Play: 3X

NOTICE
The Wells County Property 

Tax Assessment Board of Appeals 
(PTABOA) will hold a meeting on 
Monday November 18, 2024. It will 
be in the Commissioner’s room in 
the Courthouse Annex at 223 W 
Washington St. Bluffton, Indiana 
beginning at 9:00 am. The Board 
will consider appealed properties 
that have been filed and scheduled 
for this date.

Upon completion of the busi-
ness at hand, the Board will recess 
sine die until the next scheduled 
meeting.

This is an open meeting unless 
private financial information of the 
appellant is being presented.

oj, nb 10/24, 10/31
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
TO CREDITORS

ESTATE NO. 
90C01-2410-EU-000035

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
WELLS COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that 
SARA L. FIECTHER and MEGAN 
N. NUSBAUMER were on the 16th 
day of October, 2024, appointed 
as Personal Representatives of 
the ESTATE OF SHELLY L. REIN-
HARD, deceased, who died on the 
16th day of September, 2024.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
Office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after decedent’s death, whichever 
is earlier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

DATED AT BLUFFTON, INDI-
ANA, THIS 16th DAY OF October, 
2024.

 Beth Davis
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT

 COURT FOR WELLS 
 COUNTY, INDIANA

nb 10/24, 10/31
hspaxlp

90C01-2410-EU-000036
STATE OF INDIANA  )
WELLS COUNTY  )

IN THE WELLS 
CIRCUIT COURT

IN THE MATTER OF THE  )
ESTATE OF  )
CLARENCE G. COTTRELL, JR, )

Deceased  )
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that 

KATHY JO GEISEL (f/k/a KATHY 
JO SCHRIVER) was, on the 18th 
day of October, 2024, appointed 
personal representative of the 
estate of CLARENCE G. COT-
TRELL, JR., deceased, who died 
on June 7, 2024, and was autho-
rized to administer said estate 
without court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the clerk of this court with-
in three (3) months from the date of 
the first publication of this notice, 
or within nine (9) months after the 
decedent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
18th day of October, 2024.

 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Timothy K. Babcock
Attorney No. 21526-90
DALE, HUFFMAN & BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566
Attorney for Estate

nb 10/24, 10/31
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

IN THE WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
 DOCKET NO.

90C01-2410-EU-000039
OF WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA

Notice is hereby given that 
MICHAEL D. GRAHAM and PAT-
RICK W. GRAHAM were on the 
21st day of October, 2024, appoint-
ed co-personal representatives of 
the estate of CAROLYN J. GRA-
HAM, deceased, who died on the 
27th day of September, 2024, and 
were authorized to administer her 
estate without Court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file those claims 
in the office of the Clerk of the 
Wells Circuit Court within three (3) 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or those claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
21st day of October, 2024.

 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Matthew P. Hayes
Attorney for Co-Personal Repre-
sentatives
Attorney No. 32002-02
GORDON & ASSOCIATES
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 824-9377

nb 10/24, 10/31
hspaxlp

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is Tues., Oct. 22!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

NOVEMBER 1 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors & various con-
signors, owners. 815 Adams St., Decatur. Online only truck & 
equipment auction. Offering 500+ lots! 2012-2014 Freightliner 
M2106 box trucks, dump trucks, day cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, 
bucket trucks, utility & semi trailers, SUV’s, pickup trucks, 250+ 
various skid steer attachments, various truck parts, fencing, work 
benches, tool boxes & much more! Accepting consignments. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.
NOVEMBER 3-10 - (Online Only) - Estate of Elizabeth (Cart-
er) Aeschliman & others, seller. Ladies diamond wedding ring, 
ladies diamond cluster fashion ring, ladies diamond earrings, 
Sapphire necklace w/matching earrings, costume jewelry, How-
ard Miller china cabinet, quality cherry finish china cabinet, 2019 
GE window style air conditioner, collectibles, glassware, vin-
tage silverplate flatware sets, numerous collections of marbles, 
Anri Italy wood carved figurines, home decor, holiday decora-
tions, household. Open house Nov. 7, 3-6 p.m., 117 W. Craig 
St., Ossian. Sale managers Bobby Perry, 260-273-7260, Patrick 
Carter, 260-273-8294, The Steffen Group, www.steffengrp.com, 
260-824-3006.
BIDDING CLOSES NOVEMBER 12 - 6 p.m. Al Grogg’s Cus-
tom Exhaust Shop, seller. Harley Davidson fully custom Road-
ster, dirt track race car, paved track race car, Lingenfelter 9:1 
racing engine, race car parts, tool cabinets, racing suspension 
parts, engines, quick change rear end, fuel cells, Snap-On col-
lector clocks, frame straightener, Simplicity 7117 tractor w/snow 
blower and weights, Simplicity 4211 hydrostatic, valve grinder, 3 
wheel electric convalescent trike (nearly new), tools, vintage auto 
scanners, oscilloscope, radio and TV signal generators, engine 
hoists, box grader, race car frame, boat trailer, commemorative 
clocks, torch sets, more. Full list at Town-countryauctions.com, 
click Fliers. Preview 1441 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton, daily until 
auction closes, Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.-
noon, or by appointment, 260-824-4835. Pick up noon-7 p.m. 
Nov. 14. Town and Country Auctioneers/Realtors, 260-223-7352, 
Shaw Real Estate & Auction, Inc., 260-824-2116.
NOVEMBER 13 - 6:30 p.m. ET - (Live and online) - Gary and 
Jennifer Weilbaker, farm. American Legion, 118 N. Broadway 
Street, Butler. Property location: Along and/or near CR 26 and 
CR 79 in Troy Twp. (Tract 1, North Part Tract 2) and Stafford 
Twp. (Tracts 2-4). Tracts 5-6 located near CR 20 and CR 27 in 
Smithfield Township. Adjoining tracts, road access, tile outlets, 
264.651+/- acres, 6 tracts, DeKalb Co. Jon Rosen, 260-740-
1846, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-2219, Halderman Real Estate & 
Farm Management, halderman.com, 800-424-2324.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family Farms LLC, sellers. 
Auction location: Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington 
St., Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township, Adams Coun-
ty. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2: 
80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres, 
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, County Rd. 
400 North, Sec 9. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-724-
3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.
SOFT CLOSE STARTS NOVEMBER 17 - 6 p.m. - Herman 
Family farm & Elite Tooling, owner. Online real estate auction. 
47+/- acres, log home, machine shop, dog kennel, 2 ponds, CNC 
lathes, mill, machinist tools, Ferris mower, mowers, skid loader, 
1960 Harley Davidson topper. Open house Nov. 9, 10 a.m.-noon, 
Nov. 12, 4-6 p.m. Green Auction, 260-589-8474, SoldonGreen.
com.
NOVEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - Christopher & Kellie Pierce, owner. 
Held at Krueckeberg Auction Complex, 815 Adams Street, Deca-
tur. Real estate & land auction! Tract 1: 2 bed, 1 bath, 948 sq. 
foot home, full basement, 40’x90’ bank barn, 30’x20’ barn, grain 
bin, wooded, tillable, 6.5+/- acres. Tract 2: 4+/- acres tillable 
frontage on Hoagland Rd. Tract 3: 4+/- acres tillable frontage on 
SR 101 & Hoagland Rd. Tract 4: 42.5+/- acres tillable frontage 
on SR 101 & Hoagland Rd. To be sold in individual tracts or any 
combinations. Open House Nov. 11, 5-6 p.m., 21015 Hoagland 
Rd., Monroeville, IN. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, Kjauction.com.

VEhiclES
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

SErVicES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

Services

NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money 
saving offer – zero down, zero 
payments, zero interest for 
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is 
valid for select models. Labor 
not included. Other restrictions 
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (I)

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
to a line classified ad for an
additional $5. Contact the
News-Banner office at 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, (260)
824-0224, or submit online to
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Office Space Rental
rEntalS

Read and recycle this newspaper



After completing his edu-
cation through the Uni-
versity of Indianapolis in 
2023, Bova expects to be a 
fully licensed special edu-
cation teacher beginning 
next semester.

“I wanted to be a teach-
er to influence and make 
an impact. I’m finally here 
— it took a long round-
about way to get to where 
I’m at,” Bova said.

‘Putting a dent’ 
in teacher shortage
The I-SEAL program 

offers three tracks for indi-
viduals who are already in 
the classroom. They must 
have a teaching job at a 
district and agree to teach 
in Indiana for at least two 
years to enroll in the pro-
gram.

Licensed teachers can 
add a special education 
endorsement through fully 
funded tracks at Univer-
sity of Indianapolis, Tay-
lor University, or Indiana 
Wesleyan University. Indi-
viduals with bachelor’s 
degrees can receive a full 
scholarship to a Transi-
tion to Teaching program, 
and other scholarships 
are available for students 
enrolled in a special edu-
cation teacher preparation 
program.

The program is not cur-
rently open to people who 
don’t have bachelor ’s 
degrees. But CELL Execu-
tive Director Carey Dahn-
cke said developing a path 
to teaching for people who 
earned some college cred-
its may be another way to 
fill teaching vacancies in 
the state.

“There’s still a great 
need in Indiana,” said 
Dahncke. “We’re putting 
a dent in it, but we’ve still 
got a ways to go.”

A recent  presenta-
tion from the department 
said there hasn’t been an 
“alarming” number of 
individuals leaving the 
education profession, but 
there are fewer aspiring 
teachers entering into and 
completing teacher prep 
programs.

At Perry, hiring has 
been getting incrementally 
better every year since the 

pandemic, said Vittorio, 
the director of special edu-
cation. This year, the dis-
trict’s special education 
teaching roles are 100% 
fully staffed — a first 
since before the pandemic, 
when many teachers chose 
to retire.

Still, she said it’s a far 
cry from years that schools 
would receive 30 applica-
tions for every teaching 
position, she said. State-
wide, there are 287 open 
special education teaching 
positions as of late Octo-
ber on Indiana’s teaching 
jobs board.

Vi t t o r i o  s a i d  t h e 
I-SEAL program has been 
critical to staffing; Perry 
schools has had eight 
teachers enroll in or com-
plete the program. She 
encourages teachers to 
consider the program and 
earn their special educa-
tion teaching licenses for 
free.

“Now we’re a little 
more creative. We can find 
really talented people and 
help them get their licens-
es,” she said. “It’s not just 
benefitting the district 
but benefitting our kids, 
because those teachers 
help our kids meet their 
goals.”

Inside Bova’s class at 
Perry Meridian Middle 

School
In Bova’s self-con-

ta ined c lassroom,  he 
teaches students with dis-
abilities such as autism 
and Down syndrome. On 
some days he helps them 
use wooden blocks, mag-
netic tiles, or shaving 
cream to write letters and 
words.

On Tuesday, he led 
them through a lesson on 
adjectives and inferences 
using mystery objects 
in four paper bags. The 
students reached in and 
offered descriptive words 
to help their peers figure 
out what was inside.

The lesson isn’t just 
fun — students chanted 
“Dump it out!” as Bova 
prepared to reveal pump-
kin seeds and paper clips 
— but serves a practical 
purpose for when the class 

starts writing sentences 
next week.

Bova said that to this 
day, he applies lessons 
he learned through the 
I-SEAL program, like 
strategies to teach his stu-
dents phonics and literacy. 
He also values the support 
of other educators in his 
cohort, who still talk and 
exchange ideas via group 
chat, he said.

Though it took him lon-
ger than expected to land a 
job teaching special edu-
cation, he said all his pre-
vious experience helped 
him learn to advocate for 
his students, beginning 
with that first camp coun-
selor role.

“It opened my eyes to 
what the day-to-day looks 
like for these kids and 
their parents, how vulner-
able they can be, but what 
opportunities are available 
to them,” he said. “It’s 
about what they can do, 
not what they can’t do.”

Chalkbeat (chalkbeat.
org) is a nonprofit news 
site covering educational 
change in public schools.

By MARK SHERMAN 
and DENISE LAVOIE 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— The Supreme Court’s 
conservative majority on 
Wednesday left in place Vir-
ginia’s purge of voter reg-
istrations that the state says 
is aimed at stopping people 
who are not U.S. citizens 
from voting.

One Virginian, whose 
registration was canceled 
despite living in the state her 
entire life, called the purge 
“a very bad October sur-
prise.”

The high court, over the 
dissents of the three liberal 
justices, granted an emer-
gency appeal from Vir-
ginia’s Republican admin-
istration led by Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin. The court provid-
ed no rationale for its action, 
which is typical in emergen-
cy appeals.

The justices acted on Vir-
ginia’s appeal after a federal 
judge found that the state 
illegally purged more than 
1,600 voter registrations in 
the past two months. A fed-
eral appeals court had pre-
viously allowed the judge’s 
order to remain in effect.

The specter of immi-
grants voting illegally has 
been a main part of the 
political messaging this year 
from former President Don-
ald Trump and other Repub-
licans, even though such 
voting is rare in American 
elections.

Trump had criticized 
the earlier ruling, calling 
it “a totally unacceptable 
travesty” on social media. 
“Only U.S. Citizens should 
be allowed to vote,” Trump 
wrote.

Youngkin said vot-
ers who believe they were 
improperly removed from 
the rolls can still vote in the 
election because Virginia 
has same-day registration.

“And so there is the ulti-
mate, ultimate safeguard 
in Virginia, no one is being 
precluded from voting, and 
therefore, I encourage every 
single citizen go vote,” 
Youngkin told reporters.

That option was noted 
also by the campaign of 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, the Democratic nominee 
for the White House.

“Every eligible voter has 

a right to cast their ballot 
and have their vote count-
ed, and this ruling does not 
change that,” campaign 
spokesman Charles Lutvak 
said in a statement. “Our 
campaign is going to make 
sure every eligible voter 
is able to vote. Voting by 
noncitizens remains illegal 
under federal law.”

Rina Shaw, 22, of Ches-
terfield, Virginia, said she 
was born in Virginia, has 
lived in the state her whole 
life and has never left the 
U.S.

Shaw thinks she may 
have forgotten to check a 
citizenship box on a form 
when she was updating her 
voter registration at the Vir-
ginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles while getting her 
learner’s permit.

“My first reaction was 
that that was just ridiculous 
and it shouldn’t have been 
allowed in October, of all 
months. It should have been 
something that happened six 
months before the election 
rather than right on the eve 
of it,” Shaw said.

She planned to cast her 
ballot during early voting on 
Wednesday and said she still 
found the error troubling. 
Shaw said her voter registra-
tion has now been restored.

The Justice Department 
and a coalition of private 
groups sued the state ear-

lier in October, arguing that 
Virginia election officials, 
acting on an executive order 
issued in August by Young-
kin, were striking names 
from voter rolls in violation 
of federal election law.

The National Voter Reg-
istration Act requires a 
90-day “quiet period” ahead 
of elections for the mainte-
nance of voter rolls so that 
legitimate voters are not 
removed from the rolls by 
bureaucratic errors or last-
minute mistakes that cannot 
be quickly corrected.

Youngkin issued his 
order on Aug. 7, the 90th 
day before the Nov. 5 elec-
tion. It required daily checks 
of data from the state 
Department of Motor Vehi-
cles against voter rolls to 
identify people who are not 
U.S. citizens.

Protect Democracy, one 
of the groups that brought 
the lawsuit, cited media 
interviews with other voters 
as showing that the Young-
kin administration’s purge 
has removed U.S. citizens 
from the voter rolls.

One example is Nadra 
Wilson, who lives in Lynch-
burg, Virginia, and told NPR 
she got swept up in the purge. 
“I was born in Brooklyn, 
New York. I’m a citizen,” 
Wilson said, before show-
ing her American passport as 
proof of her citizenship.
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I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

erin@myblufftonsfagent.com

www.decaturdentalin.com

Decatur - Geneva
Bluffton - Berne

Warren

SUPERIOR PRODUCTS
SERVICE
SOLUTIONS

260•824•0228 • www.moserandsonheatingandair.com

SOLUTIONS

99.98% C L E A N E R A I R
Clean air starts with better air� ow. 
Ask us about installing AccuClean™, 
Humid� ers, Dehumidi� ers, or UV Lights.

219 E. Perry St. Blu� ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

www.decaturdentalin.com

Decatur - Geneva
Bluffton - Berne

Warren

SUPERIOR PRODUCTS
SERVICE
SOLUTIONS

260•824•0228 • www.moserandsonheatingandair.com

SOLUTIONS

99.98% C L E A N E R A I R
Clean air starts with better air� ow. 
Ask us about installing AccuClean™, 
Humid� ers, Dehumidi� ers, or UV Lights.

219 E. Perry St. Blu� ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

Carpet Binding • Installation • Floor Covering Specialists

136 West Market Street 
Bluff ton, IN

Call For Appointment

260-438-9001
Open by Appointment

Monday thru Friday

Locally Owned 
Restaurant in 
Wells County!

260-824-4950

Voted #1

1415 South Main Street, Bluffton, IN 46714

YAR coordinator presents 
check to Itown Foster Ministry

Lillian Norris with the Itown Foster Min-
istry was recently awarded a $500 Youth As 
Resources grant to carry out their project 
entitled “Foster Closet Fill Up”.  This proj-
ect provides clothes, diapers and necessities 
to foster parents when they receive their fos-
ter kid placements at anytime during the day 
or night. Throughout the process, the group 
learned how to keep a budget, communicat-
ing as a group and the importance of getting 
involved in their community. 

YAR is a program that recognizes 
youth as a valuable community resource. 
The program is governed by a youth/
adult partnership responsible for award-
ing grants up to $500 to other local youth 
organizations to design and carry out 
community service projects. To receive a 
grant proposal, contact Courtney Ginter 
at Family Centered Services (260-824-
8574 or WellsYAR@yahoo.com) or visit 
www.fcs-inc.net.  

Pictured from left are Lillian Norris and Youth As Resources Coordinator Courtney Ginter. (Photo 
submitted)

Supreme Court’s conservative 
justices leave in place Virginia’s 
purge of voter registrations

Special educators
(Continued from Page 1)


