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The Garage Youth
Center celebrates

third anniversary

By SYDNEY KENT

Music, laughter and overlap-
ping chatter filled the room on
Wednesday afternoon as volun-
teers and teens celebrated three
years of serving kids in the com-
munity.

The Garage Youth Center, a
dedicated youth ministry located
on the corner of Wabash and Main
Streets in Bluffton, opened its
doors in September 2021. Since
then, the nonprofit has served
91,119 meals to kids.

Arley Higginbotham, The
Garage’s main organizer, smiled
ear to ear as he surveyed the space.
Tubs of Bluebell ice cream sat
next to a large celebration cake.
Hot dogs rolled on a rack behind
the counter with snacks, chips and
candy stationed on the island.

Though the cake and ice cream

were there for the special occasion,
Higginbotham said the rest of the
items are available regularly. Kids
sign a simple attendance-style
sheet when they arrive, with each
person allowed a specific amount
of food and drinks at no cost.

Somewhere around five years
ago, Higginbotham prayed for
moments like this. His goal was
simple: to create a Christ-centered,
safe place for kids to play and
engage with one another.

Higginbotham took a leap of
faith when he decided to leave his
position as a pastor without any
certainty of how to turn his ideas
into reality. He said he struggled
to find a suitable location — until

the space,” Higginbotham said,

perfect for what they wanted.”

Volunteers gather together for a photo before cutting the celebration cake. Back row, from left to right are Rick Perry,
Arley Higginbotham, Dennis Wood and Susie Wood. In the front row, left to right, Connie Highinbotham, Cindy Lock-
wood, Jen Sturgeon and Annette Turner. (Photo by Sydney Kent)

Most items were donated,

he ran into his friend Rick Perry at
the store.

“I asked him if he knew what
The Moose was going to do with

referencing the former Deck’s Ser-
vice Station. “He said they wanted
to make it a center for youth. I told
him my idea, and he thought it was

From there, local organizations,
community members and churches
joined the efforts to create a center
that kids would love.

according to Higginbotham. An

impressive stage and sound sys-

tem, new garage doors, furniture
(Continued on Page 2)

Scarecrows and costumes

Friday night marked the 21st annual
Scarecrow Festival in Warren. Above, |
Trick-or-treaters lined up for a cos- §
tume parade down Wayne Street.

At right, Ella, age 4, bowls a zombie
brain towards bowling pins. Below,
Sarah Conner of the Warren Public
Library handed out candy and an
event pamphlet to trick-or-treaters.
(Photos by Carrie Penrod)

Little competition in
Indiana Senate contests

About half the seats up for election are uncontested.

By LESLIE
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Half of the Indiana’s 50
Senate seats are up for grabs
this election but a dozen
incumbents have no opposi-
tion.

That means only a few
competitive races left for
voters to decide.

Open seats guarantee at
least two new faces. Other
races have engendered fiery
mailers.

Republicans hold 40
seats and Democrats hold
10. That supermajor-
ity means that Republicans
don’t need Democrats pres-
ent to conduct business, like

passing legislation.

Each member represents
more than 135,000 people
on average, according to
2020 U.S. Census data.
They serve four-year terms,
with each half of the cham-
ber up in alternating federal
election years.

Read on for a rundown of
the races.

One retirement

One incumbent didn’t
pursue reelection, leaving
Senate District 24 open. It
includes parts of Hendricks
and Putnam counties.

Rep. John Crane, a
Republican, announced over
the summer that he’d leave
the Senate after nearly eight

years. He cited increasing
responsibilities at his day
job — Indiana lawmak-
ers are part-timers — and
his aversion to becoming a
“career politician.”

Two Hoosiers seek to
succeed him: former Hen-
dricks County Sheriff Brett
Clark, a Republican, and
music technology profes-
sional Veronica Pejril, a
Democrat.

Clark worked more than
three decades with the sher-
iff’s office, spending his last
eight years as sheriff. The
term-limited Clark retired
and since worked with Gar-
mong Construction and cus-

(Continued on Page 2)

Al-generated child sexual
abuse images are spreading;
Law enforcement is racing to it

By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A child psy-
chiatrist who altered a first-day-of-school
photo he saw on Facebook to make a group
of girls appear nude. A U.S. Army soldier
accused of creating images depicting chil-
dren he knew being sexually abused. A
software engineer charged with generating
hyper-realistic sexually explicit images of
children.

Law enforcement agencies across the
U.S. are cracking down on a troubling
spread of child sexual abuse imagery creat-
ed through artificial intelligence technology
— from manipulated photos of real children
to graphic depictions of computer-gener-
ated kids. Justice Department officials say
they’re aggressively going after offenders
who exploit Al tools, while states are racing
to ensure people generating “deepfakes” and
other harmful imagery of kids can be pros-
ecuted under their laws.

“We’ve got to signal early and often
that it is a crime, that it will be investigat-
ed and prosecuted when the evidence sup-

ports it,” Steven Grocki, who leads the Jus-
tice Department’s Child Exploitation and
Obscenity Section, said in an interview with
The Associated Press. “And if you’re sitting
there thinking otherwise, you fundamentally
are wrong. And it’s only a matter of time
before somebody holds you accountable.”

The Justice Department says existing
federal laws clearly apply to such content,
and recently brought what’s believed to be
the first federal case involving purely Al-
generated imagery — meaning the children
depicted are not real but virtual. In another
case, federal authorities in August arrested a
U.S. soldier stationed in Alaska accused of
running innocent pictures of real children
he knew through an Al chatbot to make the
images sexually explicit.

Trying to catch up to technology

The prosecutions come as child advo-
cates are urgently working to curb the mis-
use of technology to prevent a flood of dis-
turbing images officials fear could make it
harder to rescue real victims. Law enforce-
ment officials worry investigators will waste

(Continued on Page 2)
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The Garage Youth Center

(Continued from Page 1)
for the building, appliances,
food supplies for hungry
kids and much more began
to enter the doors.

“I could not seem to
spend any money,” Hig-
ginbotham laughed. “It has
been truly amazing. Every
need we have had — has
been filled. We have been
blessed again and again.”

Enough money was also
quickly raised for the group
to purchase a van to trans-
port kids to church on Sun-
days.

“We’ve had nine kids
give their lives to Christ,”
Higginbotham added tear-
fully.

Rick Perry, a long-time
supporter and volunteer,
recalled a particularly
impactful moment after a
mother, new to the commu-
nity, wholeheartedly thanked
him for their care.

“To be able to have a
space for kids to feel cared
about, and like people are
there for them,” Perry said.
“That is a good feeling.”

Annette Turner (left) and Jen Sturgeon prepare plates and quarters for pop for kids. (Photo by
Sydney Kent)

After years of serving
as a pastor, he built rela-
tionships with children
who needed more than one
Wednesday night service per
week. Thanks to a group of
faithful volunteers, the orga-
nization is open six nights
per week from 3:30-7:30

pm.

Higginbotham also pro-
vides a weekly Wednesday
night bible study. Addition-
al events include karaoke
nights, concerts and more.
Children 12 years and older
are welcome to attend, with
younger children requiring

an adult to stay with them.
For more information
regarding attending, vol-
unteering, or donating, call
260-273-0600 or visit the
organization’s Facebook
page or website at gogarage.
org.
sydney@news-banner.com

Indiana Senate contests

(Continued from Page 1)
tom mobile app developer OVC, LLC,
according to his LinkedIn.

Asked about how he’d like to con-
tribute in the Legislature, Clark said, “I
am going to be the public safety guy.”
He highlighted his experience running
a county jail — and with getting a bud-
get, hiring, benefits and other decisions
through Hendricks County’s commis-
sioners and the office’s own boards.

Clark said he’d also like to be
involved in setting water policy —
he’s freshly out of Purdue University’s
Watershed Leadership program —
along with property taxes, grid security
and mental health.

“Sen. (Michael) Crider has been
championing that area,” Clark said of
mental health. “I want to model a lot of
things he’s done, and, if I can, sort of
be his partner-slash-wingman in some
of this.”

Pejril, meanwhile, grew up in Illi-
nois but has lived in Indiana for more
than 30 years — currently, in Putnam
County. She served one term on the
Greencastle Common Council, becom-
ing the state’s first out transgender
elected official.

She leads DePauw University’s
instructional technology team. and is a
part-time assistant professor of music.
She’s previously taught K-8 music, run
her own music software company and
spent time raising her twin sons.

Pejril hoped to expand Hoosiers’
rights to ballot initiatives, and to see
a question on the right to an abor-
tion. In such referendums, citizens can
vote directly on a proposal instead of
their representatives. The only type of
legally binding statewide referendum
allowed currently is a legislator-initiat-
ed change to the Indiana Constitution.

Pejril said she was also interested in
requiring that schools receiving public
dollars follow the same admissions,
curriculum, employment and other
rules as traditional public schools.

A third priority was improving men-
tal health services for rural residents
— a push Pejril said was personal. She
lost a sister to a 2017 overdose.

“I think that Hoosiers are liberty-
minded folks. We’re, by and large, a
people that wants government out of
our lives, except where government can
serve us well,” said Pejril, who admit-
ted to voting for a Libertarian presiden-
tial candidate “way in the past.”

Despite competing for one of just two
open Senate seats, neither candidate vol-
unteered any negative experiences.

“That’s not how I do it,” Clark said.
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what we believe in, not just words ...
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and certainly not attacking anybody.
Because people are sick of it.”
Another race heats up

The mailers are flying in Senate
District 36, which includes parts of
Johnson and Marion counties.

There, freshman Sen. Cyndi Carras-
co, a Republican from Indianapo-
lis, faces a challenge from Democrat
Suzanne Fortenberry.

Carrasco was caucused into the role
last October after former Sen. Jack
Sandlin’s sudden death. Her caucus
win came after an unsuccessful cam-
paign for Marion County prosecutor.

She is a vice president and legal
counsel at the University of Indianapo-
lis. She was briefly an assistant attorney
for the Indiana House Republican cau-
cus and of counsel for Riley Bennett
Egloff, LLP, according to her LinkedIn.

Carrasco previously worked almost
16 years for executive branch agen-
cies, including two years as Indiana’s
inspector general. She’s originally
from Texas but moved for her law
degree and stayed.

Her campaign website identifies
government accountability, public
safety, education funding and tax relief
as priorities. Carrasco’s campaign
didn’t return requests for comment.

She passed her first law, which
made changes to the state disaster
relief fund’s requirements, aid formula
and more.

Carrasco didn’t respond to a request
for an interview.

Fortenberry, meanwhile, has spent
nearly 30 years working as a FedEx
courier. She proudly proclaims her cam-
paign is “for working-class Hoosiers.”

Her usual 50-hour courier work-
week stretched to 60 hours in a pan-
demic-era online shopping explosion,
so she stepped back. Now, Fortenberry
delivers part-time, runs an engraving
business with her wife, directs Green-
wood Indiana Pride and campaigns.

Fortenberry said her top priority
was reproductive health access, includ-
ing abortion. Her online campaign plat-
form also includes public education,
public safety and LGBT+ rights.

“It feels like a complete surprise,”
she said, that the race has potential to
be competitive. “Just over a year ago,
Jack Sandlin passed away, rest his soul.
That’s who I thought I was running
against, and I was just putting my name
out there to give people a choice.”

Fortenberry said she didn’t think the
race could be close until recently, when
she became aware of Indiana Republi-
can State Committee mailers attacking
her. The materials, viewed by the Capi-
tal Chronicle, accuse her of wanting to
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“keep parents in the dark about their
child’s identity,” “drain our budget sur-
plus” and raise taxes.

Fortenberry defended herself, say-
ing she disagreed with forcibly “outing”
children — but said parents and school
counselors should collaborate to ensure
kids feel safe enough to come out. She
added that the surplus should be used for
infrastructure and other investments, as
an emergency fund or returned to tax-
payers, and criticized the Legislature for
raising top elected officials’ pay.

“It shows me that (the race) is way
more competitive than I thought it was
a year ago.”

Few contested seats

The Senate has one other, uncon-
ventionally open seat: District 3.

In January, Sen. David Vinzant nar-
rowly beat out fellow Democrat Mark
Spencer in a caucus vote to replace
newly elected Gary Mayor Eddie
Melton, the Indiana Citizen reported.

But Spencer, a Gary councilman-at-
large, beat him in the primary. Now, he
faces Republican Will Miller.

Ten other seats are contested,
according to a general election candi-
date list from the Office of the Secre-
tary of State.

They include:

e Senate District 2: Sen. Lonnie
Randolph, a Democrat from East Chi-
cago, and Republican Humberto Prado.

e Senate District 5: Sen. Ed Charbon-
neau, a Republican from Valparaiso, and
Democrat Leslie Nuss Bamesberger.

e Senate District 8: Sen. Mike
Bohacek, a Republican from Michiana
Shores, and Democrat Leon P. Smith.

e Senate District 10: Sen. David
Niezgodski, a Democrat from South
Bend, and Republican Tim Cotton.

e Senate District 20: Sen. Scott
Baldwin, a Republican from Nobles-
ville, and Democrat Joel Levi.

* Senate District 28: Sen. Michael
Crider, a Republican from Greenfield,
and Libertarian Travis Chittum.

e Senate District 32: Sen. Aaron
Freeman, a Republican from Indianap-
olis, and Democrat Katrina Owens.

e Senate District 35: Sen. Mike
Young, a Republican from Indianapo-
lis, and Democrat Jessica McCormick.

e Senate District 37: Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tempore Rodric Bray, a
Republican from Martinsville, and
Democrat Kimberly Schofield.

e Senate District 50: Sen. Vaneta
Becker, a Republican from Evansville,
and Independent John Woodard.

Find who’s on your ballot on the
state-run IndianaVoters.com. Early vot-
ing is underway. Election Day is Tues-
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Weather

Saturday, October 26, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:49 p.m. Friday)
High: 64; Low: 45; Precipitation: 0.17 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.07

feet at 8:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast

Today: Sunny, with a high near 59. North wind 5 to 10

mph.

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 31. North wind

around 5 mph.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 61. Calm wind becom-

ing south around 5 mph.

Sunday Night: Clear, with a low around 34. Calm wind

becoming south around 5 mph.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 68.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 54.
Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 80.

Tuesday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 61.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 81.
Wednesday Night: A 20% chance of showers. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 62.

Al images

(Continued from Page 1)
time and resources trying
to identify and track down
exploited children who don’t
really exist.

Lawmakers, meanwhile,
are passing a flurry of leg-
islation to ensure local pros-
ecutors can bring charges
under state laws for Al-gen-
erated “deepfakes” and other
sexually explicit images of
kids. Governors in more
than a dozen states have
signed laws this year crack-
ing down on digitally cre-
ated or altered child sexual
abuse imagery, according
to a review by The Nation-
al Center for Missing &
Exploited Children.

“We’re playing catch-
up as law enforcement to a
technology that, frankly, is
moving far faster than we
are,” said Ventura County,
California District Attorney
Erik Nasarenko.

Nasarenko pushed legis-
lation signed last month by
Gov. Gavin Newsom which
makes clear that Al-generat-
ed child sexual abuse mate-
rial is illegal under Califor-
nia law. Nasarenko said his
office could not prosecute
eight cases involving Al-
generated content between
last December and mid-Sep-
tember because California’s
law had required prosecutors
to prove the imagery depict-
ed a real child.

Al-generated child sex-
ual abuse images can be
used to groom children,
law enforcement officials
say. And even if they aren’t
physically abused, kids can
be deeply impacted when
their image is morphed to
appear sexually explicit.

“I felt like a part of me
had been taken away. Even

though I was not physically
violated,” said 17-year-old
Kaylin Hayman, who starred
on the Disney Channel
show “Just Roll with It” and
helped push the California
bill after she became a vic-
tim of “deepfake” imagery.

Hayman testified last
year at the federal trial of the
man who digitally superim-
posed her face and those of
other child actors onto bod-
ies performing sex acts. He
was sentenced in May to
more than 14 years in pris-
on.

Open-source Al-models
that users can download on
their computers are known
to be favored by offend-
ers, who can further train or
modify the tools to churn
out explicit depictions of
children, experts say. Abus-
ers trade tips in dark web
communities about how to
manipulate Al tools to create
such content, officials say.

A report last year by the
Stanford Internet Observa-
tory found that a research
dataset that was the source
for leading Al image-mak-
ers such as Stable Diffusion
contained links to sexually
explicit images of kids, con-
tributing to the ease with
which some tools have been
able to produce harmful
imagery. The dataset was
taken down, and researchers
later said they deleted more
than 2,000 weblinks to sus-
pected child sexual abuse
imagery from it.

Top technology com-
panies, including Google,
OpenAl and Stability Al
have agreed to work with
anti-child sexual abuse orga-
nization Thorn to combat the
spread of child sexual abuse
images.
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—OBITUARIES
Carl H. Moore, 86

Carl H. Moore, 86, of Ossian,
and former longtime resident
of Monroeville, Indiana, passed
away Friday morning, Oct. 25,
2024, at Ossian Health and
Rehabilitation in Ossian.

He was born on June 13,
1938, in Adams County, Indi-
ana to the Ilate Irvin R. and
Lavon (Mosser) Moore. Carl
was united in marriage to Noel-
la M. Lehrman on Nov. 8, 1959,
and she preceded him in death
on Oct. 18, 2003.

Carl honorably served his country in
the United States Army from 1958 to
1961.

He was a member of the New Haven
Lodge 740; Scottish Rite Shriners in Fort
Wayne; and the Monroeville American
Legion Post 420.

Carl worked at International Harvest-
er in Fort Wayne for 23 years and then
retired from the National Tube Form in
Fort Wayne.

He was actively involved with the Boys
Scouts of America serving as a leader for
over 31 years.

Thelma lleen Teeple, 93

Thelma lleen Teeple, 93,
of Northville, formerly of a
longtime resident of Sterling
Heights and Rochester Hills,
passed away on Oct. 19, 2024.

She was born in Van Dyke
Township, Michigan, on Nov.
29, 1930, daughter of Ernest
and Myrtle (Frasier) Johnson.
She graduated from Busch
High School Class of 1948.

She met Thomas E. Teeple at
a USO dance. He was stationed
near her home to protect the factories in
Warren that were converted to produce
tanks and many other products to sup-
port the U.S., both home and abroad.
They were united in marriage on May 23,
1953; they spent 45 years devoted to one
another until his death on Dec. 25, 1998.

Thelma worked as an executive sec-
retary for Standard Federal in Troy and
retired in 1995 after more than 15 years
with the company.

She worked tirelessly to care for her
husband, Tom, their three children and
their home in Bluffton, which was her
husband’s birthplace. They raised their
children there for the first 25 years of
their marriage, and then they returned to
Michigan, where her heart longed to be
near her huge extended family.

Richard Bumgarner, 94

Richard Bumgarner, 94, of Bluffton,
passed away Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, at
Parkview Hospital Randallia in Fort Wayne.

Fern Leman, 80

Fern Leman, 80, of Bluffton, passed away
Friday afternoon, Oct. 25, 2024, at Christian
Care Retirement Community in Bluffton.

Dorothy L. Ernst Maxey, 100

Dorothy L. Ernst Maxey, 100, of Bluff-
ton passed away Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, at
Christian Care Retirement Community.

Steven Shoup, 56

Steven Shoup, 56, of Bluffton, passed
away Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, at River Ter-
race Retirement Community in Bluffton.

Carl is survived by his daugh-
ters, Denise (Sam) Woodard of
Macon, Georgia, Deceil (Daniel)
Synder of Malone, New York;
son, Carlyle (Beth) Moore of
Ossian; sister, Eugenia Moore
of Berne; eight grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by
two sisters, Florence Moore and
Carolyn Engle; and a brother,
James Moore.

A funeral service will be held
at 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, at
the Zwick & Jahn Funeral Home in Deca-
tur, with Rev. Phil Lake officiating. Burial
will follow at Riverside Cemetery in Gene-
va.

The family will receive friends from
3:00 to 7:00 p.m. Monday, Oct. 28, 2024,
at the Zwick & Jahn Funeral Home and
one hour prior to the service on Tuesday.
A Masonic Lodge Service will held at 7:00
p.m. Monday, Oct. 28, 2024.

Preferred memorials can be given to
the New Haven Lodge 740.

Arrangements by Zwick & Jahn Funeral
Homes of Decatur, Indiana

She is survived by her loving
children, Karen Wall, Michael
Teeple and Lisa (Chris) Compo;
grandchildren, Whitney Tee-
ple, Christopher “CJ” (Lindsey)
Compo, Brandon Compo, Jes-
sica (Tyler) Laing, Travis (Dako-
ta) Compo and Spencer (Devin)
Compo; her great-grandchil-
dren, Christo, Wyatt, MeeRa
Bella, Autumn and Eviana and
the two more on the way; her
siblings, Shirley Misiak, Marga-
ret Smith and Richard (Robin) Johnson;
and many nieces, nephews, great-nieces
and great-nephews.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, her parents, her sisters, Katherine
Swanson and Bonnie Johnson, her broth-
ers, William Johnson, James (Jimmy),
Johnson and Ronald Johnson; her sister-
in-law, Angele Johnson; and her brothers-
in-law, Carl Swanson, Ted Misiak and Bill
Smith.

A time of gathering will be held from
2-4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024 with
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4 Bluffton P arks

News Notes

Destination Recreation

I can’t believe we are already at the
end of October! Boo in Bluffton is Thurs-
day, Oct. 31, so bring the kids dressed in
their favorite costumes to visit us in the
Bluffton City Gym from 5-6 p.m., where
15 different groups will hand out treats.
Be sure to check out the city’s website at
www.blufftonindiana.net for the most up-
to-date information on all participants so
your family can have a fun, candy-filled
night.

Parking lot west of City Hall, 5-6
p.m.: Park Community Church, Friends
of the Shelter, and American Axle. First
Reformed Church will have a trunk-or-
treat event in the parking lot across from
City Hall.

Downtown Businesses 5-6 p.m.:
City Hall; Flagstar Bank; Welches’ Car
Repair; Paddlefish; Body Magic; Divine
K9’s LLC; The Meeting Place; Jerry
Flack & Associates; Hardees; Moose
Lodge; Extreme Auto; Archbold and
Lewis; American Legion; Hideaway;
Wells County Republicans; Wells County
Democrats; Parlor Studios & Ben Bur-
man State Farm; Have a Heart Barber
(112 S Johnson St.); Old Ways Books
& Curio (110 S Johnson St.); Indiana
Department of Child Services; Parlor
City Brewing Company; Bluffton Elks
#796; 1st Source Bank; Wells County
Library; Toppings Ice Cream Parlor; PNC
Bank and Wells County Historical Muse-
um who will be open from 5-7 p.m.

Outlying Businesses 6-7 p.m.:
Walmart; Mattress and Furniture Store;
Christian Care; Clear Choice Chiroprac-
tic; Subway and Kroger.

Door-to-door trick-or-treat for the
City of Bluffton will be from 5-7:30 p.m.

Ralph the Roaming Turkey starts
Nov. 1. This is a free “hide-and-seek”
game in which a paper cut out of Ralph
the Roaming Turkey will be hidden
weekly until Thanksgiving at one of the
city parks. If you find Ralph, you must

a memorial service starting at 4 p.m. at
Casterline Funeral Home, 122 W. Dunlap
in Northville. A celebration of life dinner
to follow.

Full obituary is available at casterlinefu-
neralhome.com/obituary/thelma-teeple.

Funeral arrangements are pending with
Goodwin — Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel in Bluffton.

Funeral arrangements are pending with
Goodwin — Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel in Bluffton.

Funeral arrangements are pending at
this time with the Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Funeral arrangements are pending with
Goodwin — Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel in Bluffton.

Over half a million Hoosiers
have already voted early

With less than two weeks until Elec-
tion Day, Indiana Secretary of State Diego
Morales has announced that more than half
a million Hoosiers have already cast their
ballots, demonstrating strong early voter
turnout across the state.

Hoosiers can check their registration sta-
tus, find polling locations and see a sample
ballot at IndianaVoters.com

Early voting is available at the Wells
County Clerk’s Office from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. weekdays through Nov. 1, as well as 8
a.m. to noon on Nov. 4.

Absentee or early voting is also avail-
able 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 26 and Nov.
2 at the Clerk’s Office, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Oct. 26 and Nov. 2 at Presbyterian
Church, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Oct. 28 and
29 at the Wells County 4-H Park, and
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Oct. 31 and Nov. 1 at
Lighted Gardens.

Election Day voting will be available
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Nov. 5 at the 4-H
Park, Presbyterian Church, Lighted Gar-
dens, Zanesville Tower Life Center and
Southern Wells Community Church.

WE HELPYOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!
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Preston Kaehr - Jul Myers-(onnieVangeakos ;
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MARKETPLACE ANNUAL

ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1°"-DEC 15™

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15TO DEC7 CALL US

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

deliver him back to the Parks Department
to claim your reward.

Rec

By Brandy
Fiechter

Mark your calen-
dars for the FREE Tod-
dler Time Fire Station
Visit on Thursday, Nov. 7, from 11 a.m.
to noon. The Bluffton City Gym will be
open every Tuesday and Thursday from
11 a.m. to noon, so you can bring your
tots and burn off some energy during the
cold months from October — March. This
free drop-in program will allow young
children to play with others their age in
a large open space. Please sign in at the
gym door each visit and turn off the lights
if you are the last to leave.

Join us at the Wells County Public
Library on Nov. 21 at 10 a.m. for the
FREE Theater Thursday film “Wonka”
rated PG. The movie is based on the
extraordinary character at the center
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,
“Wonka” tells the wondrous story of how
the world’s greatest inventor, magician,
and chocolate maker became the beloved
Willy Wonka we know today. Armed
with nothing but a hatful of dreams,
young chocolatier Willy Wonka manages
to change the world one delectable bite at
a time.

On Nov. 25, kids can paint a cookie and
cocoa scene in the Hue Can Paint class.
The Bluffton Parks Department will host
a canvas painting class for youth ages 7
and up at Washington Park Indoor Pavil-
ion (710 S. Mulberry St.) from 6-7:45
p-m. Your kids will enjoy the step-by-step
instructions from a local artist to paint a
one-of-a-kind creation to take home. Not
only will they leave with beautiful artwork,
but they will also feel accomplished as they
master the painting techniques. The cost is
only $15 per person and includes all sup-
plies and instructions. To register, call 824-
6069 or e-mail events@blufftonindiana.
gov; space is limited to the first 12 pre-reg-

istered participants.

Congratulations to Wade Moore, age
6, for winning the fall coloring contest.
He is the son of Trent and Caylynne

Moore.

Have a great week!

Solid Rock
Church
hosts 10th
annual
Veterans
Day service
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Calling: 1 - 6 p.m. Sunday,
October 27 at the funeral
home and one hour prior to
the service at the church.
Service: 10:30 a.m. Monday, ﬁo’ﬁo{/{ﬂm “Gte & Harnish 'W”
October 28 at the Apostolic I ¢ ;

Christian Church-East. =
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James “Jim” Lloyd
Calling: 1-3 p.m.
Monday, October 28.
Funeral: 3 p.m.
Monday, October 28
at the funeral home.
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824-3852

Follow us at...

Rock Church is located at
485 Bennett Drive, War-
ren, across from Heritage
Point.

All Veterans, active- N\ 824-3852 Ve twitter.com/newsbanner
duty military and their
families and passed vet- o e - ayuamv ]
erans’ families are invited 9\
to a Veteran’s Celebra- .. CHO Qot "
tion on Sunday, Nov. 10, £ ppg _
at Warren’s Solid Rock & G -'I." 1
Church. : v

The 10th annual Patri- Qon(a Kaegd‘. OM-
otic ceremony starts at 5 tﬂ
p-m. serving up a compli- 4
mentary dinner followed NOUQWLDQ’L
by an Armed Forces Trib- Please Shower her
ute opening with Hunting- .
ton’s JROTC Color Guard, with B-day cards!
“A Few Good Men”, Hal- 720 E. Dustman Rd. |
leluiah Hands and a few of Bluffton. IN 46714
the Erie Band Trombone ’ |
players and more. Solid 3 Love QOU.
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From our family
to you ...

The Reimschisel family at
Family Ford of Bluffton
hope that you will take a
few moments at least once
each week to spend some
time with what really
matters during these
“interesting times”

This short essay is from

Our Daily Bread”
— a free publication we
would love to share with

you. Stop in anyti