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Township talks leaving Ossian Fire Department

By SYDNEY KENT

For the first time, the Jef-
ferson Township Advisory
Board considered a financial
and personnel plan for split-
ting its fire services from the
Ossian Fire Department.

Board members AJ
Springer, David Haiflich
and Tim Baker were sched-
uled to meet on Thursday
to discuss two items on the
agenda: the 2025 budget,
and the 2025 fire agreement.

During the over two-and-
a-half-hour meeting, many
minutes were spent shifting
responsibility and reiterating
complaints that have been
tossed back and forth since
April.

While discussing the
budget, Haiflich and Baker
repeatedly insinuated or
referenced that they were

beginning a new fire depart-
ment. As Baker spoke, audi-
ence members read the bud-
get — changed in pen —
and questioned the board.
The pair deflected the issue
to be discussed only after
the budget was finalized.

Springer’s response indi-
cated that he was unaware
of the sudden change.

“Leave the budget as it
was,” Springer yelled. “Not
this (expletive) that you’re
doing now. You're a (exple-
tive) moron. You need to
resign Tim, you’re not doing
anything but hurting this
community. I am sick and
tired of this.”

“Everyone’s taxes are
going to go up,” Springer
continued. “You’re not
going to get anyone to work
for you, Tim —”

Multiple audience mem-
bers attempted to intervene,
many asking why this idea
was proposed at the last
minute.

“We are discussing this
now because this was the
first time we were able to,”
Haiflich yelled at a resi-
dent. “This is our meeting.
We have a right — did you
not hear? We have a right to
change (the budget) how we
want.”

“We can’t,” Baker said
flatly. “We’re out of time.”

Several attendees then
laughed, as there have been
repeated accusations that the
board would wait until the
last minute.

“Ever since those (exple-
tive) radios,” Springer
yelled to Haiflich, refer-

(Continued on Page 2)

Statebound Knights

Norwell High School’s Marching Knights
will compete at the ISSMA state finals in
Indianapolis on Saturday. In preparation,
the group hosted a community perfor-
mance Thursday night. The performance
is named “Nocturnalia,” and includes
pieces ranging from classical to indie
rock under a nighttime theme. Above,

the group stands at the end of the perfor-
mance. Kiera Whitaker is pictured with
the color guard at right, Jacob Kettring on
trumpet below left, and Lucille Thompson
begins the performance below right. The
group will also honor its seniors during
halftime of the football game tonight.
(Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Israel says it has killed Hamas
leader Yahya Sinwar in Gaza

By JOSEF FEDERMAN,
MELANIE LIDMAN
and WAFAA SHURAFA
Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli forces
in Gaza killed Hamas leader Yahya Sin-
war, a chief architect of last year’s attack
on Israel that sparked the war, the military
said Thursday. Troops appeared to have run
across him unknowingly in a battle, only to
discover afterwards that a body in the rubble
was Israel’s most-wanted man.

Israeli leaders celebrated his killing as
a settling of scores just over a year after
Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 peo-
ple in Israel and kidnapped 250 others in an
attack that stunned the country. They also
presented it as a turning point in the cam-
paign to destroy Hamas, urging the group
to surrender and release some 100 hostages
still in Gaza.

“Hamas will no longer rule Gaza. This
is the start of the day after Hamas,” Prime

(Continued on Page 2)

Pictured left to right, Ossian police officer Russ Mounsey intervenes during the advisory board
meeting with AJ Springer, David Haiflich and Tim Baker (Photo by Sydney Kent)

Wells County Health
Department discusses
grant applications

By HOLLY GASKILL

The Wells County Health Department
has received over $300,000 in grant requests
for Health First Indiana funding.

Through HFI, the department has allo-
cated $135,000 for grants to local groups
already addressing health needs in Wells
County. The application period closed on
Sept. 27, with reportedly eight local groups
requesting roughly $309,000 in total.

The health board met with the department
on Thursday morning to discuss the next
steps for the application review. Adminis-
trator Sahara Wall and Public Health Nurse
Lynn Blevins said they have some follow-
up questions for applications, particularly
those that requested large amounts.

Blevins said that ideally, every group
would receive a grant amount, but that it

would be very difficult to do so. He noted
some requests do fit the key performance
indicators listed by the state, but may be
difficult to track data for the department’s
reporting.

Subsequently, the board said they would
consider awarding partial grant amounts
and offering either a second round of grant
applications or a second installment contin-
gent on reporting metrics.

To discuss this more in-depth, the board
ultimately agreed to form a three-person
subcommittee to meet with department
heads and Health Officer Dr. Brandon Hug-
gins. The board’s next meeting is slated for
Dec. 19, when the grants would tentatively
be approved.

The board also agreed 4-0 to change

(Continued on Page 2)

State lieutenant governor
nominees talk, priorities,
controversies and duties

Get to know the trio of candidates

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana’s lieutenant governor doesn’t
helm the state like the governor or control
spending like lawmakers, but officeholders
still wield significant power — and are on
the ballot.

A lieutenant governor is first in line to
lead the state if a sitting governor can’t ful-
fill the top spot’s duties, and presides over
the Senate, casting tie-breaking votes.

The role also includes oversight of agen-
cies dealing with farmers, rural affairs,
housing and tourism, and influence over
mental health and disability policy.

Republican pastor Micah Beckwith,
Democrat and former rural development
officer Terry Goodin and Libertarian real
estate broker Tonya Hudson hope to be Indi-
ana’s next lieutenant governor.

Early voting has started. Election Day is
Tuesday, Nov. 5.

They each sat down with the Capital
Chronicle — by phone, over Zoom and in
person — to re-introduce themselves and
outline how they’d handle the role’s duties
and opportunities.

Hoosiers will vote for lieutenant gov-

ernor as part of a ticket. Each candidate is
tied to their party’s gubernatorial nomi-
nee: Beckwith to Republican U.S. Sen.
Mike Braun, Goodin to Democrat Jenni-
fer McCormick and Hudson to Libertarian
Donald Rainwater.

The Republican nominee

Beckwith, a Michigan native, moved to
Indiana in the early 2000s to attend a private
Christian university — and stayed.

He and his wife, Susan, have two young
children.

Beckwith is a pastor at Life Church’s
Noblesville campus who hosts a podcast
called “Jesus, Sex and Politics” with another
pastor and teaches constitutional history at a
Carmel Christian school.

He made his first foray into politics in
2016, when he ran for party delegate and
became a vice-precinct committeeman.
Beckwith also launched a long-shot 2020
congressional campaign but lost the primary
election to sitting Rep. Victoria Spartz.

GOP delegates narrowly chose him in
June over Braun’s preferred choice for a
running-mate, after an unusual yearlong

campaign for the convention nod.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Ossian Fire Department

(Continued from Page 1)

encing an unnecessary process that
occurred for the purpose of providing
radios to the fire department. “You
have a personal vendetta against (the
town of Ossian).”

Springer and Haiflich began to
scream louder, their conversation
largely unintelligible.

Officer Russ Mounsey with the
Ossian Police Department walked up
to the table, approaching the board
members after they failed to respond to
his verbal intervention.

“Let’s act like men here,” Mounsey
said sternly.

Both members thanked him and
lowered their voices.

Trustee Larry Heckber stated that
he did not have the proper time to
review the sudden budget change and
wanted a continuance meeting. Baker
and Haifich carried on their conversa-
tion as if he was not speaking, how-
ever, this did not stop Heckber’s com-
ments.

“I have never seen such under-
handed stuff trying to be shoved down
the public’s throat at the last minute,”
Heckber admonished the pair. “You
should both resign.”

“Hey Larry, sometimes let the
results show themselves,” Mounsey
interjected from behind the room.
“Let’s quit bickering. If they’re going
to do it, they’re going to do it.”

The board continued to reiterate
its issues with the town that they have
cited over the last 10 months. Problems
frequently discussed include providing
line items in the budget, paying ven-
dors directly, receiving receipts, and
board members “not having a voice” in
the contract.

Several residents pointed out that
the board members asked for two revi-
sions to the contract at a public meeting
with the town last month. Town trea-
surer Angie Ealing even left the meet-
ing to make the revisions and returned
in order for the budget to be signed the
same night. Ealing also offered to pro-
vide additional receipts and any infor-

mation requested whenever the board
asked.

Baker eventually introduced the
person he intended to hire as a fire
chief to begin a new department,
Justin Fryback. Fryback stood from
his seat in the last row of the audi-
ence.

“I was in the Ossian Fire Depart-
ment for nine years,” Fryback began.
“The only reason I am considering
this is because we were given an ulti-
matum. I don’t want to see them split
up but neither one of them are moving.
I’m not going to wait until December
until I do something. I have talked to
surrounding fire departments and I
have their support.”

Fryback, who said he has not been
an active firefighter since 2016, stat-
ed that he had more than five people
showing interest. However, he ulti-
mately hopes his time is wasted and
the parties work it out. Springer point-
ed out that the departments offering
support — Markle, Chester, and Lib-
erty — would likely not be able to help
provide protection.

“The biggest asset is the training,”
Fryback responded, adding an idea for
a mutual aid agreement.

“Mutual aid means mutual,” A resi-
dent said. “If you guys don’t have any-
one, you can’t provide help.”

Springer also pointed out the logis-
tical difficulties with Fryback working
in Decatur.

“So my home insurance on my
house will go up to $2,000,” Gene
Donaghy added, estimating that collec-
tively with all of Jefferson Township,
insurance rates alone could go up by
millions. “And we are worried about
$122,0007”

Another resident suggested the
board members “plug their nose and
sign it,” referring to the contract.

“We can’t lose the war with this bat-
tle over receipts,” He said. “I know you
don’t like it, and I don’t either, but I
think the ramifications of having noth-
ing — even if (Fryback) gets some-
thing going — it’s nothing close to if

we don’t have an agreement ... Plug
your nose, sign the agreement, and let’s
make a plan with time and our ability
to make informed decisions.”

This elicited a round of applause.

Baker said he wasn’t ready to sign
the agreement at the moment due to
certain language needing to be adjust-
ed. Primarily, language that would
ensure any unspent funds from the
township would remain in the fire
department’s budget.

Heckber confirmed the required
attorneys could draw up the agreement
and finalize it before the continuance.
Springer suggested the board agree
with the continuance and stop the
meeting.

“That gives us time to talk, get to
Tony with the tweaks made, and pres-
ent it to Ossian,” Springer said.

“The first thing I encourage you to
do is to not say you’re going to leave
until you know the cost,” Roger Thorn-
ton said. “Until you try to recruit fire-
fighters, I think you’re going to under-
estimate the cost. And when you get a
good one, they’re going to steal him.
To find competent firefighters with the
level of training involved is extremely
expensive.”

He continued, “Before firemen
should go into a burning fire, you
have two men go in and two men
standing by to get them. I’m not an
expert on fire protection, but what
I am trying to say is that the chal-
lenge of finding adequate people is so
severe that I urge you to take care in
plotting the course until you know the
cost.”

Thornton also urged the board to
look for a person skilled in media-
tion.

“You have strong feelings, and
you’re strong-willed people,” he said.
“I can’t observe a weak person in this
leadership group, which means you’re
not going to compromise easily with-
out understanding.”

A continuation of the meeting is
scheduled at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday.

sydney@news-banner.com

Lieutenant governor nominees

(Continued from Page 1)

The conservative often
courts controversy, spark-
ing a firestorm earlier this
month for likening the Dem-
ocrat ticket to the “Jezebel
spirit,” an insult with bibli-
cal roots.

“Anything I say, by the
far-left media, will tend to
get blown out of propor-
tion,” Beckwith told the
Capital Chronicle. “... 1
don’t go into any situation
saying, ‘Oh, I'm gonna
say something that’s con-
troversial or make news.’ |
think I speak very plainly,
and I think I address the
issues that people want
addressed.”

He made national head-
lines recently while answer-
ing questions at Monroe
County Republican Party
Dinner this month. Beck-
with said he’d fire state
employees working against
elected officials’ agendas
— and would start by scru-
tinizing those with pronouns
in their email signatures,
according to footage from
The Bloomingtonian.

While agencies are led
by the gubernatorial admin-
istration’s appointees, Beck-
with noted that middle- and
lower-tier employees often
“outlive” political transitions
— and may resist changes.

He said Hoosiers have
voted in conservatives to run
Indiana’s government, but
accused liberal “unelected
bureaucrats” of attempt-
ing to “skirt the will of the
people.” Beckwith cited
the Indiana Department of
Health as an example; the
agency has fought to avoid
disclosing individual termi-
nated pregnancy reports to
an anti-abortion group.

Terry Goodin

Goodin, an Indiana
native, still raises cattle at
the farm on which he was
raised. He has three children
with his wife, Darcie.

Goodin spent much of his

career in education — as a
public school teacher, assis-
tant principal and superin-
tendent — while serving
two decades in the House.

He left in 2020 as one
of the Democratic caucus’
most conservative members.
Goodin says he was wrong
about his earlier views on
same-sex marriage and
abortion rights — he’s now
supportive — but maintains
a “strong” belief in gun
rights.

President Joe Biden
appointed him to lead Indi-
ana rural development
efforts at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture in 2022.
Then, he got a phone call
from McCormick.

Goodin recounted trav-
eling the state while work-
ing at the USDA, saying,
“What I saw really disturbed
me. Once you got past the
McDonald’s and the dollar
store, and you started get-
ting into these downtowns
of these communities, they
were pretty desolate.”

Goodin said the idea of
helping “lift these communi-
ties back up” motivated him
to leave a job he liked and
agree to McCormick’s offer.

He knocked the state’s
Republican supermajor-
ity — adding, “They’re my
friends, but their ideas are
old” — and promised the
ticket would bring in experts
and a “proactive,” “holistic”
approach.

Tonya Hudson

Hudson, also from Indi-
ana, is on her third bid for
office after joining her party
just five years ago. She
unsuccessfully ran for Con-
gress in 2020 and 2022.

“I was a lifelong Republi-
can before I became a Liber-
tarian,” she told the Capital
Chronicle. “What happened
was | got just so fed up with
the party.”

Hudson said she had
considered herself an Abra-
ham Lincoln- and Ronald
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Reagan-style Republican,
but felt unmoored. Being an
independent, she said, was
“lonely.”

She joined the Libertar-
ian Party in 2019 after com-
ing across its platform and
agreeing with what she saw.

Hudson has a son and
grandchildren, alongside an
American Staffordshire Ter-
rier named Independence.

She’s worked as a real
estate broker for 18 years,
with a soft spot for first-time
buyers and sellers moving
on to their next stage in life
— and a strong distaste for
property taxes.

She pledged to meet with
leaders of agencies under the
lieutenant governor’s office
to ensure “they have what
they need to run ... efficient-
ly.”

But, she added, “I have
no intention of micro-man-
aging. That’s not the job.”
Farmers and rural affairs

The lieutenant governor
oversees the Indiana State
Department of Agriculture
and the Office of Commu-
nity & Rural Affairs.

Asked what changes
he might make to benefit
farmers and other rural resi-
dents, Beckwith boosted his
ticket’s property tax reform
plan. He also spoke of the
need for balance between
farmers’ property rights,
neighbors’ property values
and state energy needs in sit-
ing renewable energy instal-
lations. Such developments
have roiled Hoosier commu-
nities.

Beckwith pushed for a
“free market approach” that
shields the state from “crazy
nonsense” but otherwise lets
local governments, devel-
opers and landowners find

their own solutions.

He also wanted to exam-
ine how OCRA awards
grants. He’d heard com-
plaints on the campaign trail
that communities “that real-
ly don’t need the money”
were applying and winning
funds.

Beckwith promised to
sit down with county lead-
ers, listen to their goals and
needs, and direct them to
other agencies or programs
for assistance, if needed.

Goodin, meanwhile, said
the state’s incentive pack-
ages are structured for cities
and have impacted county
population growth versus
decline. He added that he
didn’t believe rural farmers
have access to the same lev-
els of incentives as suburban
and urban businesses.

“Those are small busi-
nesses,” he said of farms.
“Small businesses in the
state of Indiana are the num-
ber-one job creator here. ...
How do we allow folks to
be able to take take a jump,
take a risk, and help them
get across the line there to be
successful?”

Hudson promised to
focus on young Hoosiers,
outlining ideas for farm-
related internships and food-
awareness programs featur-
ing school-grown produce
served in cafeterias.

She also criticized the
“heavy burden of rules and
regulations.”

“Farmers and ranchers
should be able to do what
they want to do on their
own land,” she said. Loos-
ening hemp restrictions,
she added, could allow
farmers to profit off relat-
ed biodiesel and concrete
innovations.
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Weather

Friday, October 18, 2024
(24-hour observations at 9:33 p.m. Thursday)
High: 63; Low: 30; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.04

feet at 6:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: Sunny, with a high near 68. South wind around

5 mph.

Tonight: Clear, with a low around 37. Southeast wind

around 5 mph becoming calm.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 70. Calm wind.
Saturday Night: Clear, with a low around 39. Calm

wind.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 73.

Sunday Night: Clear, with a low around 43.

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 76.

Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 46.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 74.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 52.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 73.
Wednesday Night: A slight chance of showers. Partly

cloudy, with a low around 41.

Grant applications —

(Continued from Page 1)

its regular meeting time to
accommodate Huggins’
work schedule in 2025. Hug-
gins, who was absent, has
not been able to attend the
board’s Thursday meetings
due to his surgery schedule.

The health board meets
on the third Thursday of
every other month at 6:30
a.m. but will meet on the
third Monday at the same
time in 2025. Its February
meeting, however, will be
on Thursday, Feb. 20, due
to a conflict with President’s
Day. Board members Chris
Esterling, Molly Hoag,
Tamara Troutt and Dr. Mary
Donley voted in favor of the

Hamas leader

(Continued from Page 1)
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu said.

U.S. officials expressed
hopes for a cease-fire with
Sinwar out of the picture.
But eliminating him may
not end the devastating war,
during which Israel has
destroyed much of the Gaza
Strip and killed more than
42,000 Palestinians. The
Gaza Health Ministry does
not distinguish between
civilians and combatants but
says more than half of those
killed were women and chil-
dren.

Sinwar’s death is a crip-
pling blow to Hamas, but
the group, which receives
support from Iran, has prov-
en resilient to past losses
of leaders. There was no
immediate confirmation
from Hamas of Sinwar’s
death.

Netanyahu has said Israel
will keep fighting until all
the hostages are free, and
that it will keep control over
Gaza long enough to ensure
Hamas does not rearm —
an effective occupation
that raises the possibility
of months or even years of
continued fighting.

Earlier this month Israel
opened a new front in its
war with Hezbollah, step-
ping up bombardment in
Lebanon and launching a
ground campaign against
the Iran-backed militia after
a year of trading cross-bor-
der fire.

In his speech about Sin-
war’s death, Netanyahu

schedule change; Dr. Bart
Hott, Steve Bales and Ann
McNabb were absent.

Department updates were
brief, as vital records and
septic permits have all been
lower recently. That said,
flood shots have been busy
and there was an influx of
food inspections for Ossian
Days and the Bluffton Free
Street Fair.

Wall said the department
received great feedback on
the community baby show-
er, which she hopes to make
an annual offering. She reg-
istered 85 attendants in total,
who were able to hear from
15 different vendors.

holly@news-banner.com

said, “Our war is not yet
ended.”

President Joe Biden said
Sinwar’s death opens the
way for “a political settle-
ment that provides a better
future for Israelis and Pal-
estinians alike.” He said he
would talk with Netanyahu
“to discuss the pathway for
bringing the hostages home
to their families, and for
ending this war once and for
all.”

Sinwar has been
Hamas’ leader inside the
Gaza Strip for years. He
was elevated to the group’s
top leadership position in
July after his predecessor,
Ismail Haniyeh, was killed
in an apparent Israeli
strike in the Iranian capi-
tal, Tehran.

In the past months, Isra-
el has eliminated a string
of senior figures from
Hamas and Hezbollah
with airstrikes. Israel has
claimed to have killed the
head of Hamas’ military
wing, Mohammed Deif,
but the group has said he
survived.

But in Sinwar’s case,
troops found him by
chance.

Israel military spokes-
person Rear Adm. Dan-
iel Hagari said that Israeli
forces identified three
Hamas militants running
from building to building
in Gaza’s southernmost
city, Rafah. The troops
attempted to shoot them
before they ran inside a
building.
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Accepting many new insurance plans
including Humana and United Healthcare.
Always accepting new patients. Please call

today to schedule an appointment.

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

(260)-622-4138

www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com
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Two Songs
Bring a friend and come join us.
(all: Steve - 765.348.9405 - Jamie - 260.249.3768

Immaculate 1912 sq. ft., 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom
Ranch Home situated on a spacious corner lot in
Bluffton's Riverview addition. Quartz countertops,
fireplace and all appliances stay. Enjoy the large new
patio and fire pit area, perfect for entertaining. Call
for early showings 260-820-3982 Kent Lesh with
Coldwell Banker Real Estate Group. This is a Must See!
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June A. (Brown) Stoffer
Booher, 95, of Montpelier,
passed away on Tuesday, Oct.
15, 2024, at Heritage Pointe of
Fort Wayne.

Born on July 5, 1929, in Mari-
on, she was the daughter of the
late Frank G. and Pearl (Poe)
Brown. June graduated from
Marion High School in 1947
and worked various jobs before
retiring as a secretary from the
Marion Rich Plan in the early
1980s.

She was an active member of Asbury
United Methodist Church in Montpelier
and, along with her husband, Dwight L.
Booher, volunteered for 16 years at Help-
ing Hands at the Rome City United Meth-
odist Church while living at Waldron Lake
in Rome City. While a proud member of
the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, General Francis Marion chapter,
June was also a beautiful singer, a lover
of Hallmark movies, and, perhaps most
impressively of all, served as the source
of the apple-cheeked smiles carried by
her surviving family — and there were
always reasons to smile around her. She
cherished every opportunity she had with
her grandchildren (all lovingly nicknamed
Henry and Henrietta when she lost track
of names as their numbers grew), and
they cherished her in turn.

June married Dwight L. Booher on
December 27, 1974. He preceded her in
death.

On Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024,
we bade farewell to the
remarkable William James
Huston, Jr, better known as Bill
Huston.

Born and raised in Bluffton
to his beloved late mother,
Velma Landis (Smith) on June
24, 1949, Bill was a the eldest
of six children. As a Child of
Deaf Adults (CODA), he grew
up immersed in Deaf Culture
with American Sign Language
(ASL) as his first language and the lens
through which he experienced his envi-
ronment.

After graduating from Southern Wells
High School in 1967, Bill enlisted in the
Marine Corps and was deployed to Viet-
nam. As he has recounted, he should
have died on April 17, 1968, when he was
wounded 19 times and received a Purple
Heart and other accolades for his valor.
He was a proud veteran and the experi-
ence broadened his perspective, sending
him on a quest to learn more about the
world, theology, and education.

The first person in his extended fam-
ily to attend college, Bill ultimately com-
pleted a bachelor of science and master
of science in rehabilitation services from
Boston University in 1980. He went on to
become a certified interpreter and sign
language instructor and was a long-time

John C. Reusser, 71

John C. Reusser, 71, passed
away Wednesday evening, Oct.
16, 2024, at Stillwater Hospice
Home in Ft. Wayne following
an extended battle with cancer.

John was born in Bluffton
on Nov. 10, 1952, to C. Robert
and E. Jane (Chenoweth) Reuss-
er; both parents preceded him
in death. He married Kayleen J.
(Brewer) on Aug. 2, 1980; she
survives in Bluffton.

He was a 1971 graduate of
Bluffton High School. Following gradu-
ation, John joined the United States Air
Force where he served from Oct. 1972
until Dec. 1973. John continued his ser-
vice with the Air Force Reserves at Gris-
som Air Force Base and 122nd Fighter
Wing in Ft. Wayne, retiring in 2006 after
21 years of service. He worked in com-
mercial building maintenance at Taylor
University-Ft Wayne in the aviation field
and was a lifelong farmer. John was a
loyal follower of God and attended St.
Luke Church in Decatur.

John volunteered as a guardian with
Honor Flight of Northeast Indiana and
studied WWII. He was an avid hunter and
outdoorsman and a commercial pilot. He
enjoyed traveling.

In addition to his wife, he is survived
by three children, Amanda Reusser of

June (Brown) Stoffer Booher, 95

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Gary (Kay) Stoffer, Lar-
rie (Rhonda) Stoffer, Cathy
(John) Shaffer and Lorrie (Dick)
Arnold; stepchildren, Brenda
Howard, Shelia (Mike) Mosley
and Dennis (Dixie) Booher;
brother-in-law, Jerry Peterson;
sister-in-law, LaVonne Brown;
20 grandchildren; 44 great-
grandchildren; and nine great-
great-grandchildren.

June is preceded in death by
her husband, parents, son, Steven Stof-
fer, grandson, Doug Cox, and siblings,
Hugh, Melvin, Don, Delmer, and Norman
Brown, Janice Rice, and Norma Peterson.

Funeral arrangements have been
entrusted to the College Park Chapel
of Armes-Hunt Life Celebration Funeral
Home and Cremation Service, located at
4601 S. Western Ave. in Marion.

The family will receive friends and fam-
ily from 5-8 p.m. on Friday, October 18,
2024, and again on Saturday, October
19, 2024, from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m., with the
funeral service beginning at 10 a.m.. Inter-
ment will follow immediately at Asbury
Cemetery in Montpelier.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Asbury Cemetery
for maintenance care, addressed to Mel-
ody Dollier, 11133 S. 900 W.-90, Montpe-
lier, IN 47359.

Condolences and memories may be
shared at www.armeshuntfuneralnome.
com.

William “Bill” James Huston Jr., 75

resident of Massachusetts.

From 1982-2002, Bill was a
dedicated curriculum coordi-
nator at Northern Essex Com-
munity College in Haverhill,
where he designed and admin-
istered a deaf studies program
and was honored as Professor
Emeritus in 2003. Bill was also
the creator and trainer of a
visual gestural communication
(VGQ) intervention model and
had a gift for communicating
with deaf and hard of hearing persons
with barriers for conventional communi-
cation models.

Above all, Bill was a patient, devoted,
and loving father to his two daughters,
Emily Saade (Huston) and Kara Huston,
and proud grandfather to Evan Saade. His
daughters were with him through his final
moments.

Bill leaves behind two younger siblings,
Walter (Walt) Huston and Catherine Hus-
ton, who both reside in Indiana. He is pre-
deceased by his mother, Velma, sisters,
Martha and Carolyn, and brother and fel-
low Vietnam veteran, George.

He passed away in Charleston, South
Carolina, where he moved in 2012 to
enjoy his retirement. A memorial to
honor Bill’s life will be held at a later date.
May his memory be a blessing and his
impact eternal.

Bluffton, Christopher (Erica)
Reusser of Norfolk, Virginia,
and Lindsay Reusser of Char-
lotte, North Carolina; three
brothers, Timothy Reusser of
Brownsburg, David (Cindy)
Reusser of Bluffton, Brian
(Julie) Reusser of Indianapolis;
and three sisters, Carol (Gary)
Foltz of Indianapolis, Nancy
Halstead of California and
Donna (Boyd) Penrod of Bluff-
ton.

Visitation will be held on Monday,
Oct. 21, 2024, from 3:00 until 7:00 p.m.
at Goodwin — Cale & Harnish Memorial
Chapel in Bluffton. Funeral services will
be held at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Oct.
22, 2024, at St. Luke Church, 4960 W.
100 N. Decatur, IN., with visitation one
hour prior at the church. Pastor Mike
Wertenberger will officiate. Burial will
take place at 1:00 p.m. at the Marion
National Cemetery with Military Honors
to be conducted by the United States Air
Force Honor Guard and American Legion
Post 111 of Bluffton.

In lieu of flowers and gifts, the fam-
ily requests that memorials be made to
Honor Flight of Northeast Indiana or St.
Luke Church Building Fund.

Online condolences can be made at
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.
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Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

City:

Wednesday, 2:40 p.m.,
West Lancaster Street and
Westgate Road. Driver cited
for no insurance.

Wednesday, 6:45 p.m.,
800 block of Creek Drive.
Report of domestic issue.

Wednesday, 7:32 p.m.,
400 block of West Wabash
Street. Caller reported sub-
ject yelling and threatening,
verbal dispute only.

Wednesday, 8:23 p.m.,
400 block of West Wabash
Street. Report of battery,
Joey Hinton arrested.

Wednesday, 10:35 p.m.,
800 block of Cari Drive.
Report of juvenile disobedi-
ence.

Thursday, 12:03 p.m.,
Bluffton High School. Driv-
er cited for speeding.

County:

Wednesday, 1:20 p.m.,
3100 East S.R. 124, Bluft-
ton. Report of a civil issue
regarding vehicle.

Wednesday, 4:12 p.m.,
SR. 124 and North 300
West, Bluffton. Ryan War-
moth arrested for driving
while suspended — prior,
and cited for speeding and
operating a vehicle without
insurance.

Wednesday, 5:53 p.m.,
5900 North Main Street,
Uniondale. Report of an ani-
mal problem.

Wednesday, 7:02 p.m.,
170 block of East Linn
Road. Report of kids rid-
ing on bikes being reck-
less.

Thursday, 7:21 a.m.,
7900 North Meridian Road,
Uniondale. Driver missed T
in roadway and drove into
yard.

ARRESTS

Joey Dominic Hinton,
42, Ossian; battery, a Class
A misdemeanor. Bond set at
$25,000.

Wendy Rashel Guira-
cocha, 21, Fort Wayne;
operating without ever
obtaining license, a Class C
misdemeanor. Booked and
released.

Jaymie Leigh Foy, 44,
Pennville; theft, a Class A
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$1,500.

Joel E. Ferrer Morales,
37, Bluffton; operating
without ever obtaining
license, a Class C mis-
demeanor. Booked and
released.

Ryan M. Warmoth, 40,
Lebanon; driving while sus-
pended — prior, a Class A
misdemeanor. Booked and
released.

Bluffton-Harrison Middle School
announces first quarter honor roll

Bluffton-Harrison Middle School has
released the names of its students on the
high honor roll and honor roll for the first
quarter of the 2024-25 school year.

5th Grade
High Honor Roll

Lenore Aschliman, Madison Braatz,
Brytzamar Carmona, Zoe Draper, Kairi
Fritz, Oliver Geisel, Eleanor Hale, Kaleb
Hartman, William MacNeill, Raven Mark-
ley, Lucas Mills, Henry Moser, Dante Nas-
elaris, Zavier Patterson-Cook, William Platt,
Hudson Reimschisel and Sadie Vines.

Honor Roll

Oliver Andrews, Trace Andrews, Owen
Aschliman, Kaylynn Bennett, Alivia
Chacon, Jett Chism, Paul Crull, Rylee Don-
ovan, Kaliyah Ehrman, Sarahira Exantus,
Easton Gentis, Elsa Gerber, Callie Glov-
er, Ruby Hansen, Nikoli Hilliard, Hadley
Hohe, Kobi Isch, Paisley Jellison, Char-
lotte Jessup, Camden Kauffman, Jaiden
Kistler, Landon Kruis, Emma Lesh, Vivian
Littell, Ahlexie Lothamer, Alexander Mar-
tin, Giovanna Martinez, Gabrielle McClel-
land, Hayden McElveen, Myles McFar-
ren, Eli Miller, Carter Morey, Judah Owen,
Zayne Patterson-Cook, Boston Reiff, Case
Reineck, Hadley Reinhard, Wesley Sills,
Branson Smith, Hudson Smith, Clayton
Sonnigsen, Boone Sprunger, Abigail Stahly,
Kambree Stoller, Jacob Truelove, Willow
Tudor, Carly Turnbull, Treyton Uptgraft,
Tucker Wellman and Brinley Zeis.

6th Grade
High Honor Roll
Amalia Ali, Blaze Archer, T.J. Borabo-

Hower, Amelia Burman, Remington Clag-
horn, Callie Craig, Ethan Donovan, Naomi
Fry, Brynlee Gaskill, Grace Gillette, Reid
Harris, Landon Heer, Hunter Holloway,
Kyla Isch, Hunter Johnson, Griffin Kaehr,
Evelyn Mae Meyer, Karli Miller, Mal-
lori Miller, Roman Mills, Lakyne Neuen-
schwander, Brynn Reinhard, Eric Rinken-
berger, Titan Robles, Samuel Roush,
Stella Schroeder, Brooklyn Stoller, Roman
Vasquez, Mackenzie White, Aldan Wood,
Liam Yates and Trace Zoda.
Honor Roll
Skylar Bass, Alexandria Beard, Har-
vey Bedwell, Juan Marcos Beltran-Devis,
Amerikus Brubaker, Trace Donahoe, Dary-
na Dudina, Mason Englehardt, Kendall
Gaskill, Averie Gavilanez, Aria Graham,
Mianna Hall, Trevor Hall, Ariana Hamer,
Finlay Herrold, Sean Kelly, Clare Lambert,
Maelynn Langel, Jaclyn McFarren, Ryan
McPherson, Rylan Michael, Lev Mounsey,
Deborah Nolan, Averie Penrod, Aiden Pfis-
ter, Colton Purvis, Graham Renner, Addisyn
Roehm, Brayden Smith, Kayde Smith, Mia
Smith, Nicholas Stanley, Paige Steffen, Wil-
low Todd, Connor Traynor, Kaben Tullis,
Landry Villanueva, Cameron Walker, Gam-
bit Walton and Carson Wellman.
7th Grade
High Honor Roll
Abram Atkins, Kreigh Ault, Eli Brooks,
Olivia Brown, Alaina Coleman, Mercedes
Diaz Sanchez, Rowan Drayer, Cooper Dun-
nuck, Collin Ewart, Molly Frauhiger, Abigail
Garrett, Clive Gerber, Parker Grandlienard,
(Continued on Page 8)

Bluffton-Harrison Middle School

WE HELPYOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

receives robotics STEM 2024-25 grant

The Indiana Department
of Education has announced
that Bluffton-Harrison Mid-
dle School has received one
of 137 K-12 robotics com-
petition grants for 2024-25.

This competitive grant
opportunity supports
schools and other eligible
entities in providing oppor-
tunities to increase interest
and improve STEM skills
through participation in
competitive robotics pro-
grams, according to an
IDOE news memo. Award-
ed through funds appropri-
ated by the Indiana General
Assembly, this grant aligns
with the mission of Indi-
ana’s Priorities for STEM
Education to provide Indi-
ana students with engaging
STEM learning experiences
that prepare them for emerg-
ing careers and educational
opportunities.

“Tiger Tech is a growing

robotics club with 28 stu-
dents attending. This year
we have two teams com-
peting in the FIRST Lego
League robotics competi-
tion,” says Tiffani Tonner,
BHMS computer science
teacher and the robotics
club sponsor. “This grant
has allowed us to register
a second team this year,
allowing additional stu-
dents to participate. We
were also able to buy more
robotic Spike Lego equip-
ment. Along with these two
teams, we also have 14 stu-
dents learning soft skills like
communication, presenta-
tion, teamwork and gracious
professionalism while work-
ing with Lego Robotics and
other various projects.”
BHMS students who
have participated in Tiger
Tech have enjoyed collab-
orative club meetings and
organized competition.

“Bluffton-Harrison Mid-
dle School staff and students
have embraced the world of
robotics and we are excited to
partner with the IDOE on this
grant to continue our efforts,”
Assistant Superintendent
Julie Meitzler says. “Thank
you to Miss Tonner and
BHMS Principal Mr. Her-
rold for organizing this team
and making it a reality for our
middle school students.”
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The Week That Was - a look back through cartoonists’ eyes...
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Demystifying Indiana
school funding

You can tell a lot about
what a person values
by examining how they
spend their money. In fact,
right in the middle of the
Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus said, “For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also,” (Mt. 6:21).
By extension, you can tell — or rather you should be able
to tell — what society values by examining government
expenditures.

As the 2025 budget session of the Indiana General
Assembly approaches, I thought that it would be worth-
while to level set about what we value, and specifically to
look at the area which receives by far the largest share of
our state’s biennial budget: K-12 education. There are mis-
conceptions and myths about how and at what levels the
state funds education.

A persistent myth propagated by our state’s minority
party is that the Legislature has somehow cut overall edu-
cation funding in recent years. In fact, we have delivered
historic increases to education funding in each of the last
two budget cycles. In the 2024-25 budget, we increased
tuition support by a whopping $1.5 Billion. Since 2011, the
legislature has increased tuition support by 42 percent while
overall enrollment has only increased 5.7 percent during the
same period.

You may be thinking, “It’s great that overall funding has
increased but aren’t private schools syphoning dollars away
from traditional public schools through the state’s Choice
Scholarship Program?” That’s another misconception. The
truth is that while only 91 percent of Hoosier students
attend traditional public schools, those schools receive
93 percent of state funding. And that is just state funding.
When you combine state, local and federal dollars, the aver-
age traditional public school received $12,380 per student
for the 2022-23 school year (not including the $2.8 billion
in federal COVID-19 relief funds). In contrast, the average
Choice Scholarship amount was $6,263.66 for the 2023-24
school year.

Now, you may ask, “If funding for traditional public
schools is increasing, then why aren’t teacher salaries?” The
first point I would make is that the Legislature doesn’t set
teacher salaries and, quite frankly, I don’t think you’d want
us to. What an educator might need to earn to live comfort-
ably in Paoli or Rensselaer is going to be markedly different
than what that same educator would need in Noblesville
or Fort Wayne. And perhaps educators in a certain district
prefer to negotiate for more robust fringe benefits and forgo
some amount of salary. Lawmakers are not best suited to
hash out these specifics. Rather, it is locally elected school
boards and hired administrators that should make these
decisions.

With that being said, it is certainly important to note that
only 58.7 percent of state expenditures actually made it to
the classroom during the 2020-21 school year and, assuming
the average classroom is 20 students (a conservative esti-
mate), teacher salary only accounts for roughly one quarter
of the revenue generated by a traditional public-school class-
room. However, between 2011-2021 the number of adminis-
trative staff increased 25.2 percent nationwide.

Lastly, I would note that teacher salaries have indeed
increased. During the 2022-23 school year, the average
Hoosier teacher made $58,531 with total compensation
including benefits at $76,608. That was up 3.4 percent from
the year before and nearly 10 percent more than the average
Hoosier worker.

Article 8 of the Indiana Constitution mandates that
the General Assembly “encourage, by all suitable means,
moral, intellectual, scientific and agricultural improve-
ment.” My hope is that by dispelling some of these
myths we can have a more productive conversation about
how those efforts are funded during the next legislative ses-
sion.

‘Hoosier
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JAKE TESHKA

Teshka represents House District 7 in the Indiana Legislature
and a member of the House Education Committee. He wrote this
at the request of the Indiana Policy Review Foundation.
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I write often of the economic damage caused by the
sharp decline of Hoosiers attending college. Most of
that focuses on statewide effects. Because we are now
a full decade into this problem, it is time to start talk-
ing about where in Indiana the worst economic dam-
age will occur.

The college going rate in Indiana
peaked in 2015 and has declined ever
since. If there’s good news, it is that the
declines have leveled out a bit in recent
years, with Indiana sending kids to col-
lege at about 80 percent of the national
rate. This puts us in the bottom five states nationally
— closer to West Virginia than Illinois — in sending
kids to college.

At the same time, the demand for workers is heav-
ily skewed towards college graduates. Indeed, the U.S.
has not created a single net job for people who haven’t
been to college since 1992 — the first year for which
we have data.

Despite happy talk to the contrary, there’s no grow-
ing demand for trades. There are fewer jobs in the
trades in Indiana today than at the turn of the century,
and inflation-adjusted wages for those workers are
lower now than when Bill Clinton was president.
Vocational and trade education won’t replace the wage
premium or labor market security of college, no mat-
ter how much we wish it to be so.

Almost all the internal migration of people within
the U.S. is from places with low levels of educational
attainment to places with high levels of educational
attainment. This is true for people with graduate
degrees, high school dropouts and everyone in
between. This has been increasingly the case since the
end of World War II, and the trend is accelerating.

These four facts spell doom for most of Indiana.
But there’s at least one more dimension to the prob-
lem: Many Hoosier cities host colleges and universi-
ties that are at significant risk.

The decline in college attendance across Indiana
has not been random. The number of Hoosiers attend-
ing out-of-state public colleges and universities has
not changed since 2015. Also, the number of Hoosiers
attending private universities has not changed since
2015. That means all the declining enrollment has
occurred within public universities.

Within Indiana’s public universities, only Indiana
University and Purdue University have managed to
increase the number of in-state, first-year college stu-
dents since 2015. This growth is just over 1,000 stu-
dents, good news for those two communities.

Across Indiana’s other public four-year schools,
first-year, in-state enrollment is down about 5,000
students. That is bad news for Indianapolis and Fort
Wayne. It is disastrous news for Muncie, Terre Haute,
Evansville and other smaller cities across the state.

Omitting Ball State, whose 2015 data is missing
from the national database, Indiana’s major public
universities lost more than 3,300 in-state, first-year
students from 2015 to 2022. Over the same period,
in-state private universities saw enrollment gains of
about 100 students.

This points to the crux of the problem — state sup-
port for higher education.

Had Indiana continued to support higher educa-
tion spending at the same share of GDP we did in the
final years of the Mitch Daniels administration, we’d

‘Hoosier
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be spending almost $500 million more
per year. I mention this only to note that
declining educational attainment has a
policy dimension to it. If it were just bad
luck, or our slice of a national trend due
to COVID-19, it would
still be unwelcomed. It
is worse than that.

The declining educa-
tional spending at state

universities should be Michael
of big interest to elected .
officials in all the towns around public Hicks

universities. It seems very likely to undo

decades of hard work towards rebuilding these com-
munities. Even if enrollment stabilizes, most state
schools are about to see their rankings slip.

At the local level, we should be most worried that
at least two public universities in Indiana will lose
their designations as R2 Institutions, or Doctoral Uni-
versities with High Research Activity. Loss of this
designation, which seems probable, will be especially
damaging to universities in their roles as the economic
engines of their host cities.

So, at first blush, all this would seem to be the
problem of a few places, maybe a dozen cities in the
state. But there’s a deeper problem that will be felt
everywhere except perhaps the greater Indianapolis
region.

Where students attend college affects the likelihood
they remain in the state. Students who leave Indiana to
attend college are very unlikely to return to build a life
and career. Students who attend private universities
inside Indiana are also unlikely to remain in Indiana.

The students who are most likely to remain in
Indiana are those who attend public universities. And,
among public universities, the ones with the high-
est rate of students remaining in Indiana are the very
ones that have seen the biggest declines. These are the
schools that are most sensitive to state funding cuts —
and have lost the lion’s share of young Hoosiers head-
ing to college.

To put it bluntly, if you were to craft a public policy
most likely to contribute to brain drain, you would cut
funding to regional universities. This policy would
hardly matter to flagship universities, which are able
to bolster numbers by admitting a higher share of
out-of-state students. For example, for every 10 new
in-state students IU or Purdue has brought to campus,
they’ve added 37 to 39 new out-of-state students.

That is not a criticism of IU or Purdue. It is great
for both institutions and the cities that host them. It
is a good way to replace lost state funding, and they
are wise to do so. But it won’t make Indiana a better-
educated state. Those out-of-state students will stay in
Indiana at much lower rates than Hoosier kids attend-
ing any state school.

The next two decades will offer some painful evi-
dence of this growing problem. The economic pain
will be concentrated, particularly in college towns
outside of Bloomington and West Lafayette. But poli-
cies that exacerbate, rather than try to slow the loss of
educated Hoosiers, can only end in tears.

Michael Hicks is the George and Frances Ball
Distinguished Professor of Economics and the director

of the Center for Business and Economic Research at Ball
State University. * cberdirector @bsu.edu
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DIVERSIONS

Dear Annie: I am, I confess, guilty
of ghosting a friend. I used to talk to
her daily and had meals with her and
her child. I explained to her how we
communicated differently, and she just
never “got it.” After she began sending
TikTok videos, I just gave up. While |
don’t want to hurt her feelings, commu-
nicating with her makes me anxious. |
needed to draw the line to preserve my
sanity. Perhaps some of those who have
been ghosted might examine their own
communications. — Ghosting

Dear Ghosting: There’s nothing
wrong with boundaries, but the defini-
tion of ghosting is to cut someone off
abruptly without explanation.

Your letter doesn’t express WHY she
made you so anxious — surely it had to
be something worse than a few TikTok
videos — but if you truly want to cut
ties, it’s important to tell her why, gently
and compassionately, of course.

Dear Annie: We lost our daughter-in-
law to COVID-19 right after Thanks-
giving in 2021. She and our son had
divorced six months before. Both of
them had new significant others and
joined their three kids in a big blended
family. My son’s girlfriend has three
kids, and my daughter-in-law had got-
ten pregnant with her new boyfriend
and had custody of our three grandkids.

She got COVID, had a C-section and
passed two days after delivering, not
even knowing she had had her baby. It
was so heartbreaking it even made the

protect my sanity

by Annie Lane

baby coming.

I’m at a loss.
My son tells me
to get over it and
that her getting
pregnant with her
new boyfriend is
what kept them
from reconciling.
Our DIL’s mother
is estranged from
the child as well
because she hates the baby’s dad and
makes no effort to see him. I’'m almost
willing to secretly go behind everyone’s
back and try to have a relationship as
his “Gramma.” After all, he is also my
grandchildren’s brother and is now old
enough to be included in their lives, too.

What are your thoughts? I’'d hate
jeopardizing my relationship with my
son and doing this might... — Heartbro-
ken Grandma

Dear Heartbroken: I'm so sorry for
your loss. It makes sense to me that,
given the close relationship you had
with your daughter-in-law, you would
feel as you do and want to be connected
to her new baby.

There’s no harm in wanting to be a
part of this baby’s life, but don’t do so
behind your son’s back. Remember that
everyone grieves differently and may
need more time to adjust to the idea of
these new family dynamics. I hope over
time, with grace and open communica-
tion, your son may be more receptive to

Answer

By Dr. Billy Fg
Graham §

Are there female angels?

| God are twenty thou-
ll sand, even thousands
of thousands” (Psalm
68:17,NKJV).

And angels are not
just mentioned in the

and He commands them
at His will. God has given
“his angels charge of you
to guard you in all your
ways. On their hands they
will bear you up” (Psalm

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2024 - The News-Banner - Page 5

CAN I HAVE A PASS?2

©2024 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate

BEETLE BAILEY

T AKE BUX T'LL BRING YO

| ghosted my friend to | Dear || zyariomacen | we i zisencyon
Annie STEAKHOUSE IN TOWN,

CoREC +MORT NALKER..

S0, WHAT DO YOU THINK OF
THE MEATLOAF?

@ 2024 by King Features Syndizate. Inc. World Rights reserved

MEATLOAF? | THOUGHT IT
WAS CHICKEN PARMESAN
9

JINGLE,
G\E/
e QUET R TONGHT.

NS

Ry

HEE HEE
Aleey

vy

\‘//,
REES
Wy

SN

©2024 2113 Parinership, Dist,by King Features

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane

Question: I love angels
but someone put a pin

in-my balloon and said e reyealed from heaven Lord. 019
that angels in Scripture  yith his mighty angels” (2 Just as millions of w3 \\‘?’ e
are described as male. Is oo arlyercus com CEAN

this true? I'd rather be
confronted by an angelic
lady! —M A.

Answer: Angels criss-
cross the Old and New
Testaments, being men-

past tense. The Bible says
that “The Lord Jesus shall

Thessalonians 1:7, KJV).
Think of it! Multitudes
of angels, indescribably
mighty, performing the
commands of Heaven as
though an extension of
the arm of God. Singly

91:11-12, RSV). This is
the miracle work of the

angels participated in the
dazzling show when the
morning stars sang togeth-
er at creation, so will the
innumerable hosts of
Heaven help bring to pass
God’s prophetic declara-

“While you’re lookin’ at the

news. introducing this little boy into his sib- o
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Tigers fall in a five set
heartbreaker to Wildcats
in sectional quarterfinals

By RYAN WALKER

WOODBURN — They may have lost,
but the Bluffton Tigers gave all they had.

The Tigers (9-17) fell short in a five-set
defeat to Whitko (13-16) in the opening
round of the volleyball sectional at Wood-
lan.

The Wildcats swiped the third set 26-24
to take a 2-1 lead overall. After falling
behind for the majority of the fourth set, the
Tigers stormed back and made it a match.
The result was another two-point game, this
time in favor of Bluffton.

“It’s something we’ve worked on this
entire season is mentality — knowing
how to be mentally tough,” Bluffton head
coach Caylee Pyle said after the match.
“Maybe this isn’t the result that we want-
ed, but these girls should be so proud of
how far they’ve come and how much they
have grown.”

The late-game magic would be cut off
in the fifth set, as Whitko set the tone early
by growing its lead to 7-3 and never let up.
Eventually, the set went final at 15-8.

The match was an all-out team effort, no
matter what grade any of the Tigers were.

The normal rotation went through its
playing time, but freshmen Kamryn Ault
and Breeanna Schmidt played a more sig-
nificant role than in prior matches.

It paid off in the first set like it had
worked for years, winning 28-18. But the
Tigers have battled with consistency all sea-
son, and dropped the second set unceremo-
niously 25-12.

But over those next two sets, it was the
Tigers’ team that Pyle has wanted. One that
played consistently on all fronts to the best

of their ability. It showed with a heavy new
set of players in an effort to put it all togeth-
er at the right time.

“We had people step up in positions that
they needed to step up in,” Pyle said.

Was there anyone in particular Pyle
wanted to shout out?

“No, because they all played an interval
role,” she said.

The freshman along with leaps from
sophomores Isla Gibson, Alex Koby, Sophie
Eisenhut and Rori Drayer will command a
strong returning cast. Not to mention, the
lone junior on the team, Konley Ault, who
will be the leader of the squad.

But the senior class of Marly Drayer,
Maryn Schreiber and Lexi Grady will leave
behind a standard of hard work and ever
quitting for the rest of their teammates.

“This group of seniors was phenomenal
to coach and to be a part of ... They left a
legacy of how to be mentally tough and face
adversity and trying to do their best,” Pyle
said.

Schreiber finished her season third in the
ACAC with 268 kills, totaling 780 in her
career. Drayer was a 1,000-dig player last
season and finished her career with 1,433.
Grady was a role player that kept the glue
together for the team, and Pyle appreciated
that.

“Lexi’s my Lexi,” Pyle said. “She beep-
bops everywhere and she loves the game.
She does whatever I ask of her.”

Stat leaders: Schreiber 12 kills (Konley
Ault 11), Gibson 20 assists, Rori Drayer
three aces and Schreiber and Eisenhut two
blocks.

ryan@news-banner.com

By RYAN WALKER

There was one final accolade to the
Bluffton Tigers boys’ tennis season.

Head coach Robert Vanderkolk was
selected by the Indiana High School
Tennis Coaches Associated as head
coach of the year in District 2.

The award was nominated by head
coach Michael Hower of Homestead
and Kyle Stoffel of Carroll to recognize
Vanderkolk’s season and investment in
the middle school tennis program, sum-
mer tournament, hosting the sectional
and regional, and hosting the first-ever
Bluffton Invitational.

Per his usual answer, Vanderkolk
gave praise to his program and his assis-
tant coaches about the honor.

“I am humbled by the award, but I
will also use it as another opportunity
to highlight the success that our tennis

Bluffton’s Robert Vanderkolk
earns District 2 tennis coach of
the year honors by IHSTECA

program has had these last couple of
seasons,” Vanderkolk said. “This rec-
ognition would not be possible with the
hard work and dedication of my team,
and since it is a coaching award, this
would obviously not be possible with-
out the continued efforts of my assistant
coaches, Hunter Cunningham and Spen-
cer Schwartz.”

Vanderkolk’s team this year complet-
ed a 13-4 regular season with its third
straight ACAC title and first sectional
since 2015. On Sept. 16, his 3-2 victory
over Norwell was the 200th win of his
21-year career.

In more recent news, the ACAC hon-
ored six members of Bluffton’s seven-
man lineup as all-conference honorees,
including first-team selections from
Nolan Lambert and the doubles duo Coy
Lantz and Ben Maggard.

Raiders fall to Broncos in V-ball,
finish season with 14 wins

Southern Wells was swept by No. 6 Dal-
eville at its own house in the volleyball sec-
tional, ending the season Thursday night.

The Raiders fell by scores of 25-21,
25-12 and 25-21. The team finished with its
best record in school history with a total of

14 wins and 15 losses.

Abbie Powell finished the game with 11
kills, four aces and 10 digs. Kila Shelley
five kills, two aces and seven digs. Sydney
Alstoft 17 assists and vie digs. Kaylea Cof-
fel and Kaylee David five digs.

Tigers finish the middle school
football season with split vs. Jets

Bluffton’s middle school football teams
split with Adams Central to end the season.

The eighth grade team fell 36-8, falling
to 6-1 and a three-way tie for the ACAC
with the Jets and Jay County.

Ethan Ribich went 9-12 on completions
for 71 yards. Chase Kistler went 9-57 on
the ground with a touchdown. Croy Stout
had four catches for 59 yards and Maddox
White three catches for 16 yards.

Kistler led the defense with eight tack-
les, Wyatt Holmes six tackles and Cooper

Affolder five tackles.

The seventh grade team won 26-6, wrap-
ping up the season 7-1 and winning the
ACAC.

Kreigh Ault went 3-4 through the air for
10 yards. Davin Drayer rushed for 241 yards
and four touchdowns on 14 attempts. Riker
Beste went 6-49 rushing and also caught
two passes for 11 yards.

Kole Kiefer made six tackles, Drayer
four and Wes Kunkel had a pick and two
pass breakups.

Fry’s 2-run homer in 10th sends
Guardians to win over Yankees

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — Jhonkensy
Noel saved Cleveland’s season. David Fry
extended it.

With two huge swings, the Guardians hit
back at the big, bad New York Yankees and
tightened an AL Championship Series that
was just about over.

Noel connected for a two-run, pinch-hit
homer with two outs in the ninth inning and
Fry hit a two-run shot in the 10th as Cleve-
land rallied past New York 7-5 on Thurs-
day in an unforgettable Game 3 to pull the
Guardians to 2-1 in the best-of-seven series.

Cleveland’s unexpected season that
included 92 wins and the AL Central title
was on the brink after Aaron Judge hit a
two-run homer off All-Star closer Emman-
uel Clase and Giancarlo Stanton followed

with a solo drive in the eighth to give the
Yankees a 4-3 lead.

But Noel, a burly outfielder known as
Big Christmas, delivered an October gift
and Fry followed with his second momen-
tous homer in these playoffs.

“That’s exactly who we are,” first-year
Guardians manager Stephen Vogt said. “We
never quit. We get punched in the teeth
pretty hard there in the eighth, and our guys
stepped up huge for the guy that carried us
all year long. That was really fun to see.”

It was exhausting, thrilling and dramat-
ic as the Yankees and Guardians jammed
a season’s worth of highlights into three
innings.

“That was playoff baseball,” Yankees
manager Aaron Boone said. “Both sides
just kept coming with haymakers and big

(Continued on Page 7)

SPORTS

Bluffton’s Rori Drayer (No. 12) tries to float the ball over the arms of Whitko’s Tori Crozier during
the sectional quarterfinal Thursday night at Woodlan. The Tigers fell in five sets, ending their
season. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

endrick declines

to appeal Bowman’s
disqualification from
NASCAR playoffs

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Hendrick Motorsports said
Monday it will not appeal Alex Bowman’s disqualification at
Charlotte Motor Speedway that eliminated him from NAS-
CAR title contention.

Bowman finished Sunday’s race at The Roval in 18th-place
— high enough to eliminate Joey Logano of Team Penske
from the playoff field by four points.

But NASCAR said the No. 48 Chevrolet failed a post-race
inspection and disqualified Bowman for failing to meet mini-
mum weight requirements. It dropped him to 38th and Logano
claimed that spot in the playoff field.

Hendrick had the right to appeal but said in a statement it
would not.

“NASCAR allows a clear margin to account for the dif-
ference in pre- and post-race weight. After a thorough review
by our team and the sanctioning body, we simply did not give
ourselves enough margin to meet the post-race requirement,”
the team said in a statement. “Although unintentional, the
infraction was avoidable. We are extremely disappointed to
lose a playoff spot under these circumstances and apologize to
our fans and partners.”

All playoff cars go through inspection after a race.

NASCAR said Hendrick was given multiple opportuni-
ties to fuel the car, purge the water system, and add water in
attempt to make minimum weight. But when the car went
back through the weight station, the Chevy was still light.

The news was especially disappointing to Bowman sponsor
Ally, whose chief marketing officer Monday posted on social
media that Bowman had earned a spot in the playoffs. He was
the highest points getter in the first round of the playoffs.

“Woke up this morning — after hardly sleeping — not feel-
ing any better,” wrote Andrea Brimmer, adding she was “gut-
ted” for Bowman and the “team who have fought for every
point this year and deserve to be moving forward.”

The eight drivers who will now compete through the third
round of the playoffs are Hendrick drivers William Byron,
Chase Elliott and Kyle Larson, Team Penske drivers Logano
and reigning series champion Ryan Blaney, Joe Gibbs Racing
drivers Christopher Bell and Denny Hamlin, and Tyler Red-
dick of 23XI Racing.

It was a particularly brutal disqualification for Hendrick
Motorsports, which celebrated Sunday night claiming half the
spots in the playoft field of eight. Now the team heads to this
Sunday’s race at Las Vegas will only three of its cars still eli-
gible.

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & g
FLOOD LIGHTS

WALKWAY

AREA LIGHTING

INDICATOR
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

(260) 724-2276

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
[re=mrew— % block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!” %
260-824-9149

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

ﬂ@% Discontinued

Closeout Tires

L =3 . ¥ 1 ¥
aN";H NN IVE

Chevrolet, Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, RAM
FORMALY HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE

NEW NAME,
SAME GREAT SERVICE!

Chrysler, Dodge

Chevrolet
Jeep, RAM
260-824-0900 260-824-1931

WWW.FREEDOMCHEVROLETBLUFFTON.COM
WWW.! L.COM

E R E R EREEEEEREER R R



SPORTS
Guardians beat Yankees

(Continued from Page 6)

bats, big moments off of two really good
bullpens. They outlasted us. They had one
more good swing than us. That’s part of it.
We’ll be ready to roll tomorrow.”

The Guardians trailed 5-3, had no runners
on base in the ninth and were moments from
falling into a 3-0 deficit when Lane Thomas
doubled against Luke Weaver, who had been
perfect in eight save chances since taking
over as the Yankees closer in September.
Noel then delivered his towering homer.

As he rounded the bases, Progressive
Field fans danced on their seats and in the
aisles in a moment reminiscent of Rajai
Davis’ tying homer off Aroldis Chapman
in the eighth inning of 2016 World Series
Game 7.

It was fitting that Davis, who now works
for Major League Baseball, was on hand to
see Noel’s homer that now belongs beside
his in Cleveland history.

“We’re a team that don’t quit,” Noel said
through an interpreter. “We play 27 outs, so
that’s kind of what happened today.”

Fry’s swing ended an instant fall classic.

Bo Naylor singled leading off the 10th
against Clay Holmes and Brayan Roc-
chio sacrificed. Naylor took third on Steven
Kwan’s comebacker before Fry, who hit a
Division Series-saving homer in Game 4 at
Detroit, sent a 1-2 sinker into the left-field
bleachers.

Fry watched the ball sail into the stands
before heading toward first. He was mobbed
by teammates after crossing home plate as
fans tossed drinks in the air while trying to
process the emotional rollercoaster they had
endured.

“I blacked out,” Fry said. “I remember
being like halfway down the first baseline
looking back at the dugout and looking and
saying, alright, I just have to make sure I
touch all four bases and get home and cel-
ebrate.”

Cleveland can tie the series with a win on
Friday.

The Guardians still have a chance to
end baseball’s current longest World Series
drought, stretching to 1948.

Judge homered in Game 2 but was batting

just .143 (3 of 21) with eight strikeouts this
October before coming to the plate against
Clase, the AL’s saves leader and MLLB’s most
feared reliever.

After falling behind 1-2 in the count,
Judge, who was on the field taking batting
practice five hours before the game, sat back
and drove a 99 mph cutter from Clase the
opposite way to right, the ball just clearing
the outfield wall.

New York’s players poured out of the
dugout to celebrate as Judge, the likely AL
MVP after hitting 58 homers in the regular
season, circled the bases following his 15th
postseason homer.

The Yankees, who had been held to three
hits over the first seven innings, were still
exchanging hugs and high-fives when Stan-
ton crushed a 1-2 slider from Clase, sending
it over the center-field wall.

But even though they had the lead, the
Yankees weren’t taking anything for granted.

“I wouldn’t say we were looking ahead to
the World Series,” Judge said. “We still have
another game, even if it was 3-0.”

Clase had been impeccable all season,
allowing just five runs and recording 34
consecutive saves while dominating almost
every time he took the mound. But he was
tagged for a three-run homer in the ninth by
Kerry Carpenter in the ALDS before Judge
and Stanton got him within a span of eight
pitches.

New York had two on with no outs in the
ninth but scored just one run, on Gleyber
Torres’ sacrifice fly. Eli Morgan ended the
inning by throwing a called third strike past
Juan Soto.

Rookie Kyle Manzardo hit a two-run
homer in the third for Cleveland.

The 30th postseason matchup between the
Guardians and Yankees was another tightly
contested matchup between two franchises
who know each other well this time of year.
This is their seventh meeting in the playoffs.

Cleveland finally got some length from a
starter as Matthew Boyd went five innings,
the most Vogt has permitted this postseason.
The left-hander gave up two hits in the sec-
ond before retiring 10 straight, seven on easy
grounders.
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News-Banner Scoreboard

FOOTBALL
NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
WL T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 4 2 0 .667 165126
Miami 2 3 0 400 60113
NY.Jets 2 4 0 .333 113108
New England1 5 0 .167 83 143
South
WL T Pct PF PA
Houston 51 0 .833 143135
Indianapolis 3 3 0 .500 139 139
Tennessee 1 4 0 .200 96 110
Jacksonville 1 5 0 .167 113178
North
WL T Pct PF PA
Baltmore 4 2 0 .667 177 149
Pittsburgh 4 2 0 .667 124 86
Cincinnati 2 4 0 .333 157 152
Cleveland 1 5 0 .167 95141
West
WL T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 5 0 0 1.000 118 85
L.A.Chargers3 2 0 .600 91 66
Denver 4 3 0 .571 145106
LasVegas 2 4 0 .333 109 163
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
WL T Pct PF PA
Washington 4 2 0 .667 178 145
Philadelphia 3 2 0 .600 106 112
Dallas 3 3 0 .500 126 168
N.Y.Giants 2 4 0 .333 96121
South
WL T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 4 2 0 .667 149135
TampaBay 4 2 0 .667 178 141
New Orleans2 5 0 .286 177 180
Carolina 15 0 .167 103203
North
WL T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 5 0 0 1.000 139 76
Detroit 4 1 0 .800 151 91
Chicago 4 2 0 .667 148101
GreenBay 4 2 0 .667 162 121
West
WL T Pct PF PA
San Francisco33 0 .500 162 130
Seattle 3 3 0 .500 146 150
Arizona 2 4 0 .333 133163
LA-Rams 1 4 0 .200 94139

Thursday’s Games

Denver 33, New Orleans 10
Sunday’s Games
New England vs Jacksonville at Lon-
don, GBR, 9:30 a.m.

Cincinnati at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Houston at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
Miami at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Washington, 4:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at L.A. Rams, 4:05 p.m.
Kansas City at San Francisco, 4:25

p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Pittsburgh, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Chicago, Dallas

Monday’s Games
Baltimore at Tampa Bay, 8:15 p.m.

Classifieds

Place Your Ad 24/7: o 7o www.news-banner.com aAnp cLick ov “Classifieds”
0R cALL 824-0224 vion-Fri 8-5 @ ToLLrree 800-579-7476 ¢ rax 824-0700

L.A. Chargers at Arizona, 9 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 16: Los Angeles

Thursday, Oct. 24 8, New York 0
Minnesota at L.A. Rams, 8:15 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 17: Los Angeles 10,
Sunday, Oct. 27 New York 2

Arizona at Miami, 1 p.m.

Atlanta at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Baltimore at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Houston, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at New England, 1 p.m.
Philadelphia at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.

New Orleans at L.A. Chargers, 4:05

Friday, Oct. 18: Los Angeles at
New York, 5:08 p.m. (FOX and FS1)

x-Sunday, Oct. 20: New York at Los
Angeles, 8:08 p.m. (FOX and FS1)

x-Monday, Oct. 21: New York at
Los Angeles, 8:08 p.m. (FOX and
FS1)

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

.m.
Carolina at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
Chicago at Washington, 4:25 p.m.
Kansas City at Las Vegas, 4:25 p.m.
Dallas at San Francisco, 8:20 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 28

N.Y. Giants at Pittsburgh, 8:15 p.m. Florida 63 2 1719 21

TampaBay 3 3 0 0 612 5

Toronto 431 0614 7

BASKETBALL Boston 53 2 0 620 18

Ottawa 42 2 0 413 15

Montreal 5 2 3 0 413 17

WNBA Buffalo 6 14 1 317 24

WNBA Finals Detroit 413 02 915
(Best-of-5) New York 2, Minnesota Metropolitan Division

1 GP W L OTPts GF GA

Thursday, Oct. 10: Minnesota 95, New Jersey 7 5 2 0 10 22 14

New York 93, OT N.Y.Rangers4 3 0 1 720 9

Sunday, Oct. 13: New York 80, Min- Pittsburgh 5 3 2 0 6 20 21

nesota 66 Washington3 2 1 0 410 9

Wednesday, Oct. 16: New York 80, Columbus 4 2 2 0 417 15

Minnesota 77 N.Y.Islanders41 1 2 4 10 11

Friday, Oct. 18: New York at Min- Philadelphia3 1 1 1 3 9 12

nesota, 8 p.m. Carolina 2110 5 6

2
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
G

x-Sunday, Oct. 20: Minnesota at
New York, 8 p.m.

PW L OTPts GF GA
Dallas 541 0 814 8
BASEBALL Uah 53 1 1 720 19
Winnipeg 3 3 0 0 610 2
Minnesota 4 2 0 2 612 10
MLB St.Louis 53 2 0 613 14
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES Chicago 52 2 1 513 14
(Best-c’kzr)‘erican League Nashvile 4 0 4 0 0 8 18
Colorad 404 0 013 25

New York 2, Cleveland 1 oora Opacific Division
Monday, Oct. 14: New York 5, GP W L OTPts GF GA
Cleveland 2 Calgary 44 0 0 819 10
Tuesday, Oct. 15: New York 6, Vegas 532 0 620 16
Cleveland 3 LosAngeles5 2 1 2 617 18
Thursday, Oct. 17: Cleveland 7, Anaheim 3 2 1 0 4 8 7
New York 5 , Seatfle 4 2 2 0 414 12
Friday, Oct. 18: New York (Gil 15-7) Vancouver 4 1 1 2 4 11 15
at Cleveland (Williams 3-10), 8:08 Edmonton 5 2 3 0 4 11 20
p.m. (TBS, truTV, and Max) SanJose 4 0 2 2 2 8 14

x-Saturday, Oct. 19: New York at
Cleveland, 8:08 p.m. (TBS, truTV,
and Max)

x-Monday, Oct. 21: Cleveland at
New York, 5:08 p.m. (TBS, truTV,
and Max)

x-Tuesday, Oct. 22: Cleveland at
New York, 7:38 p.m. (TBS, truTV,
and Max)

National League

Los Angeles 3, New York 1

Sunday, Oct. 13: Los Angeles 9,
New York 0

Monday, Oct. 14: New York 7, Los
Angeles 3

NOTE: Two points for a win, one
point for overtime loss. Top three
teams in each division and two wild
cards per conference advance to
playoffs.

Wednesday’s Games
Pittsburgh 6, Buffalo 5, OT
Toronto 6, Los Angeles 2
Boston 5, Colorado 3
Anaheim 5, Utah 4, OT

Thursday’s Games

Columbus 6, Buffalo 4

N.Y. Rangers 5, Detroit 2

St. Louis 1, N.Y. Islanders 0, OT

Chicago 4, San Jose 2

WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

‘%/ lip & Save

ESTATE SALE AT 222 W. Wi-
ley from 9 a.m.to 2 p.m Friday
& Saturday.

MOVING SALE OCT. 15
through Oct. 20, 9 a.m. to
dusk, 338 E. St. Rd. 124,
Bluffton. Household items,
craft items, some antique
glassware, horse tack, garden
stuff, tools, etc. some furniture.

YARD SALE, OCT. 18-20, 8
a.m.-?, 4408W 100N, Bluffton.
Pet supplies, collectors stuff,
new stuff, Cobalt Blue collec-
tion, furniture, lamps, record
collection & stereo, basket col-
lection, seasonal, rugs, misc.

Receive a free garage
sale kit when placing
a three day line
classified ad.

Lottery Numbers

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 02-04-06-29-
41

Cash4Life — 17-20-34-
40-46, Cash Ball: 02

Quick Draw Midday —
03-14-18-19-21-22-25-29-
31-39-40-46-47-56-58-61-
75-76-78-80, BE: 58

Daily Three-Midday —
07-04-04, SB: 09

Daily Three-Evening —
06-09-07, SB: 09

Daily Four-Midday —
07-09-05-06, SB: 09

Daily Four-Evening —
07-09-04-00, SB: 09

Quick Draw Evening
— 01-03-04-10-15-20-21-
31-33-37-39-40-43-48-50-
56-60-71-72-77, BE: 15

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $25.8 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $185 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Saturday): $437 million

EMPLOYMENT

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

LOOKING TO HIRE full or part
time for general carpenter.
Must have reliable transporta-
tion, general construction
knowledge, and own tools.
Call Scott at 260-353-9339.

THE CITY OF Bluffton is hiring
for the Tree Crew of the Elec-
tric Department. The minimum
educational requirement is a
high school diploma or equiva-
lent. Applications and a job de-
scription may be obtained in
the Clerk Treasurer's Office,
128 E Market St, Bluffton, IN
from 8:00 am-4:30 pm Monday
-Friday or on the City website
www.blufftonindiana.net

RENTALS

Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
to a line classified ad for an
additional $5. Contact the
News-Banner office at 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, (260)
824-0224, or submit online to
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

SUDOKU ANSWER
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SUDOKU

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku

Help Wanted Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
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Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-93309.

CALL LEAFGUARD AND say
goodbye to gutter cleaning for
good. No cleaning. No leaking.
No water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get Leaf-
Guard today and be protected
for life. FREE estimate. Financ-
ing available. 20% off total pur-
chase (Restrictions may apply.)
Call 1-866-641-9158 (l)

10/18

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

MEN'S, LARGE, JOE Camel,
leather jacket and high visibili-
ty work coats, 25'x22", divided

in 5, chain link kennels,
260-415-5410.
VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Public Notice

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS
Notice is hereby given to the Taxpayers of the City of Bluffton, Wells
County, Indiana, that the Common Council of said City will, at the Council
Chambers, 128 East Market Street, Bluffton, Indiana, meet on of Novem-
ber 5, 2024 at 5:30 o’clock P.M., to consider the following additional
appropriations in excess of the 2024 budget.

CCD Fund 4402

$20,000

APPROPRIATE TO:

CCD Budget
444.010 Police Cards-CCD

$20,000

Taxpayers appearing at said meeting shall have the rig’ht to be heard.

The additional appropriations as finally made will be automatically referred
to the Department of Local Government Finance. The Department will
make a written determination as to the sufficiency of funds to support the
appropriations made within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy
of the action taken.
Bri Lautzenheiser
City Clerk Treasurer
nb 10/18
hspaxip

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 19 - Online Only Personal Prop-
erty - Brandon Steffen, seller. Outstanding luxury home furnish-
ings. Restoration Hardware dining room table and chairs, Resto-
ration Hardware bedroom furniture, pottery, barn furniture, Crate
and Barrel furniture, Kimball baby grand piano, Restoration Hard-
ware leather cigar sofa, fine rugs, wall art, lamps and lighting,
home decor and mirrors, outdoor patio furniture, concrete garden
fountain, planters, exercise equipment, pet accessories, kitchen-
ware, household. Sale manager Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684,
Steffen Group Real Estate & Auctions, 260-426-0633, steffengrp.
com.

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 20 - (Online Only) - Estate of
Larry N. Curry, seller. 1997 Chevy Express Conversion van,
2013 Chevy Impala LTZ w/73,000 miles, John Deere LA115 rid-
ing lawn mower, rare vintage Schwinn bikes, large quantity of
hand and power tools, lawn and garden, modern and vintage
furniture, household, games, toys, flat screen TV & home decor.
Sale manager Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Steffen Group,
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

OCTOBER 24 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - Estate of Larry
Curry, seller. Excellent 1,398 SF, 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch
home in Rose Ann Heights neighborhood on .52 acre lot, 2 car
attached garage. Home has a ton of potential. “Explore the Pos-
sibilities.” Open house Oct. 22 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 W. Roe
St., Ossian. Sale managers, Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684,
Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Steffen Group Inc., 824-3006,
www.steffengrp.com.

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING OCTOBER 27 - 6 p.m. EST -
Chester & Phyllis Smith, owner. Online only real estate & per-
sonal property! Real Estate 6 p.m.: Three or four bedroom, 1 1/2
bath, 1,512 sq. feet, full basement, large detached 2-car garage,
beautiful corner lot w/mature trees, Adams Central Community
Schools. Personal Property 6:30 p.m.: Machinist tools, Kennedy
toolbox, vintage Fisher-Price toys, primitives, TV trays, NIB air
purifier, furniture, treadmill, Pyrex, Corelle dishes, stove, refrig-
erator, 100 pieces Currier and Ives dishes, 50+ jewel, tea, dish-
es, luggage, blankets, scrapbooking, History of Adams County
books, tillers, bicycles, swing & more! Pick up Oct. 28, 1-5 p.m.
EST, Oct. 29, 10 a.m.-noon, 318 E. Jackson Street, Monroe.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.

BIDDING NOW OPEN & ENDS OCTOBER 29 - 10 a.m. EST
- Christine Pierce, owner. 526 E Market Street, South Whitley,
IN. Online only apartment complex auction! Four duplex build-
ings, 8 units, 2 bedroom, 1 bath units, electric baseboard heat,
wall AC units, 1,456 sqg. foot buildings, new roofs in 2021, year
built 1990, income producing! 100% rent capacity, .86 acre par-
cel, Whitko Community Schools. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.

NOVEMBER 3-10 - (Online Only) - Estate of Elizabeth (Cart-
er) Aeschliman & others, seller. Ladies diamond wedding ring,
ladies diamond cluster ring, diamond earrings, Sapphire neck-
lace & earrings, Ig. assortment of costume jewelry, Howard Miller
china cabinet, cherry finish china cabinet, 2019 GE window air
conditioner, collectibles, glassware, vintage silver-plate flatware
sets, marbles, Anri Italy wood carved figurines, holiday decor,
household. Open houses Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 3-6 p.m., 117 W. Craig
St., Ossian. Sale managers Bobby Perry, Patrick Carter, The
Steffen Group, www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
NOVEMBER 13 - 6:30 p.m. ET - (Live and online) - Gary and
Jennifer Weilbaker, farm. American Legion, 118 N. Broadway
Street, Butler. Property location: Along and/or near CR 26 and
CR 79 in Troy Twp. (Tract 1, North Part Tract 2) and Stafford
Twp. (Tracts 2-4). Tracts 5-6 located near CR 20 and CR 27 in
Smithfield Township. Adjoining tracts, road access, tile outlets,
264.651+/- acres, 6 tracts, DeKalb Co. Jon Rosen, 260-740-
1846, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-2219, Halderman Real Estate &
Farm Management, halderman.com, 800-424-2324.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family Farms LLC, sellers.
Auction location: Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington
St., Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township, Adams Coun-
ty. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2:
80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres,
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, County Rd.
400 North, Sec 9. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-724-
3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.
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BHMS honor roll

(Continued from Page 3)

Renley Hurst, Parker Klopfenstein, Wesley
Kunkel, Cadence Lehman, Jessica Littell,
Olivia Morgan, Lucy Moser, Paisley Neuen-
schwander, Averie Pearson, Emily Priester,
Erin Ramseyer, Charlotte Rhoderick, Ithan
Rinkenberger, Seryniti Seale, Adrienne
Smallman, Liam Smith, Rhys Smith, Cio-
mara Tello, Simeon Terry, Leona Veselji and
Dominic Wilson.
Honor Roll

Aleah Adams, Emma Aschliman, Carter
Bell, Janeah Bennett, Riker Beste, Harrison
Buroker, Christian Clubs, Naomi Dailey,
MacKenzie Dudley, Olivia Ehrhart, Blaine
Ehrman, Addison Gerber, Braxton Gra-
ham, Aaron Hay, Adrian Herrada, Sophia
Hesher, Broderick Hohe, Maylee Holmes,
Maddox Kauffman, Kole Kiefer, Crystal
Lee, Eylijah Lovelady, Myah Martin, Tea-
gan McAfee, Molly Mills, Corbin Minnich,
Phoebe Mygrant, Elijah Payne, Madelyn
Platt, Devin Ramseyer, Hudson Reineck,
Alaya Reinhard, Payson Rickard, Isaac
Salazar-Garcia, Avalynn Scheiman, Easton
Schipper, Titus Schwieterman, Noah Shive-
ly, Jordan Simpson-Barkley, Cheyenne Son-
nigsen, Caedence Spaulding, Bear Sprunger,

Delilah Traynor, Hudson Withers, Lincoln
Xayyachack and Nea Zuniga.
8th Grade
High Honor Roll

Adelyn Atkins, Elijah Bendes, Adalynn
Bertsch, Jeremy Brown, Lyla Feinberg,
Otto Fiechter, Morgan Fox, Asher Fritz,
Amelia Geisel, Landry Grandlienard, Anna
Hartman, Cleyton Kenworthy, Chase Kis-
tler, Audrey McMillan, Audrey Mechling,
Avery Meyer, Irene Monagle, Foster Monti-
cue, Davis Rockwell, Quinton Saige, Char-
lie Schantz, Eli Seago, Cameron Simpson,
Croy Stout and Deacon Yates.

Honor Roll

Wren Ault, Braxton Bebout, Kinley
Bowman, Zain Butcher, Kayden Claghorn,
Alanna Croft, Logan Donascimento, Dane
Fiechter, McKenna Fry, Khloe Gehrett,
Heath Gerber, Ellah Grimes, Reece Himes,
Keaton Ingram, Barbie Jellison, Luci Jen-
kins, Sebastian Jones, Vince Lambert,
Hadley Moehlenkamp, Madeleine Mor-
gan, Landon Morphew, Macy Onweller,
Averie Patton, Layne Philebaum, Ethan
Ribich, Trace Simpson, Madieson Sur-
baugh, Liam Teeple and Elizabeth Tlaclo-
mulco-Moreno.

La Nina could soon arrive; Here’s
what that means for winter weather

By ISABELLA O°'MALLEY
Associated Press

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Climate Prediction Cen-
ter says there is a 60% chance that a weak
La Nina event will develop this autumn and
could last until March.

La Nina is part of a natural climate cycle
that can cause extreme weather across the
planet — and its effects vary from place to
place.

Although there is no guarantee how this
La Nina will play out, there are some gen-
eral trends. Experts say northern parts of
South America could see more rain than
usual. Southern regions of the U.S. and parts
of Mexico could be drier than average. The
northern tier of the U.S. and southern Cana-
da could be wetter than average.

La Nina is the cool phase of the El Nino-
Southern Oscillation, a naturally occurring
global climate pattern that involves changes
in wind and ocean temperatures in the Pacif-
ic and can cause extreme weather across the
planet.

El Nino is the warm phase and happens
when trade winds that typically blow across
the Pacific toward Asia weaken, allow-
ing warm ocean waters to pile up along the
western edge of South America. But during
La Nina, the trade winds intensify and cold
water from the depths of the sea rises up,
resulting in cooler than average ocean tem-
peratures in the eastern Pacific.

These cold ocean temperatures and
changes in the atmosphere affect the posi-
tion of the jet stream — a narrow band of
fast moving air flowing from west to east
around the planet — by bumping it north-
ward. The jet stream sits over the ocean and
can tap into its moisture, influence the path
storms take and boost precipitation.

Ben Cook, climate scientist at the NASA

Goddard Institute for Space Studies affili-
ated with Columbia University, noted that
the frequency of La Nina events can be
stressful for regions that have been dealing
with drought lately, such as East Africa. “If
we’re moving into another La Nina event, it
means kind of a continuation of those really
bad conditions.”

The influence La Nina has on the weather
varies based on location and the season, said
L’Heureux. Parts of South America, such as
eastern Argentina, can be drier than average
while Colombia, Venezuela and northern
parts of Brazil can be wetter than normal.

“It depends exactly where you are. Part
of that is because there’s a monsoon cycle,
wet and dry season, that goes through Cen-
tral America and South America, so La
Nina is basically modifying the intensity
and placement of those monsoon cycles,”
explained L’'Heureux.

In the U.S., the Northeast and Ohio Val-
ley typically see wetter than normal condi-
tions with an active storm track due to the
position of the jet stream, said Samantha
Borisoff, climate scientist at NOAA’s North-
east Regional Climate Center based at Cor-
nell University.

The waviness of the jet stream can also
cause more frequent cold outbreaks, par-
ticularly in the central U.S. Borisoff said
snowfall is difficult to predict and highly
dependent on the storm and path it takes,
but noted that New England, New York and
the Great Lakes region tend to be snowier
during La Nina winters, but that is never a
guarantee. The southern and southeastern
regions of the U.S. are farther away from
the active storm track and tend to be drier
and warmer than normal.

Scientists say the link between climate
change and La Nina and EI Nino is not
entirely clear.

Check out these
websites of local

Biden administration has
canceled student loans for more
than 1M in public service jobs

By COLLIN BINKLEY
AP Education Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — A student
loan cancellation program for public ser-
vice workers has granted relief to more
than 1 million Americans — up from just
7,000 who were approved before it was
updated by the Biden administration two
years ago.

President Joe Biden announced the
milestone on Thursday, saying his admin-
istration restored a promise to America’s
teachers, firefighters, nurses and other
public servants. He celebrated it even
as his broader student loan plans remain
halted by courts following legal challeng-
es by Republican-led states.

“For too long, the government failed
to live up to its commitments,” Biden said
in a statement. “We vowed to fix that, and
because of actions from our administra-
tion, now over 1 million public service
workers have gotten the relief they are
entitled to under the law.”

In total, the administration says it has
now canceled $175 billion for about 5
million borrowers using several existing
programs. Public Service Loan Forgive-
ness accounts for the largest share of that
relief, while others have had their loans
canceled through income-driven payment
plans and through a 1994 rule offering
relief to students who were cheated by
their schools.

The Public Service Loan Forgiveness
program was created in 2007, promis-
ing college graduates that the remainder
of their federal student loans would be
zeroed out after 10 years working in gov-
ernment or nonprofit jobs. But starting
in 2017, the vast majority of applicants
were rejected because of complicated and
little-known eligibility rules.

A 2018 report from the Government
Accountability Office found that 99% of

applicants were denied, often because they
weren’t in the right loan repayment plan
or because their payments had temporar-
ily been paused through deferment or for-
bearance — periods that weren’t counted
toward the 10 years of public work.

The GAO faulted the Education
Department for failing to make the rules
clear.

The program was the subject of legal
and political battles, with Democrats in
Congress calling on the Trump adminis-
tration to loosen the rules and uphold the
spirit of the program. Betsy DeVos, the
education secretary at the time, countered
that she was faithfully following the rules
passed by Congress.

Declaring that the program was “bro-
ken,” the Biden administration in 2021
offered a temporary waiver allowing bor-
rowers to get credit for past periods of
deferment or forbearance, among other
changes. A year later, the Education
Department updated the rules to expand
eligibility more permanently.

Since then, waves of borrowers have
been approved for cancellation as they
reach the 10-year finish line. On Thurs-
day, 60,000 more hit the mark, push-
ing the total past 1 million. When Biden
took office, just 7,000 borrowers had
been granted relief over the previous four
years.

Republicans in Congress slammed
Biden for working to forgive loans rather
than make college less expensive.

“The Biden-Harris administration is
circumventing Congress to shoehorn
graduate degree holders and high-income
borrowers into a program they were
never eligible for and forcing hardwork-
ing Americans to pay for it in the pro-
cess,” said Virginia Foxx, R-N.C., chair
of the House Education and the Work-
force Committee.
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