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FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price
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By JONATHAN SNYDER
Jessica Beste has been offi-

cially hired by the Board of Public 
Works and Safety Tuesday as the 
new economic development direc-
tor.

Beste’s hire comes nearly seven 
months after the dissolution of the 
economic development branch 

within the Wells County Cham-
ber of Commerce, which both the 
county and city governments part-
nered with. Board member Scott 
Mentzer said that the county is in 
agreement with the city that Beste 
is qualified for the position.

“It’s exciting to get this posi-
tion filled,” board member Josh 

Hunt said. “I know that everybody 
wanted somebody that was local 
and that was a hard thing to try 
and match, so I’m excited to get 
moving on.”

While Beste will be classified 
as a city employee, the county 
and city will draft an agreement 
for Beste’s services, the nature of 

which is still unofficial. Beste will 
officially start on Oct. 28, and will 
have a consultant available to help 
her in the early days.

Beste previously worked at 
Stockton Mortgage in Bluffton 
as a mortgage lender. She has 
worked in finance as a mortgage 
lender for the last 17 years and is 

a current Chamber of Commerce 
ambassador. Beste will be paid 
$97,000 a year and, tentatively, the 
county will shoulder slightly more 
expenses than the city. Mentzer 
stated that a meeting in the next 
couple of weeks will work out the 
exact split.

Bluffton fills economic development vacancy 

(Continued on Page 2)

Pictured are the three candidates running for two seats on the board of trustees for Norwell 
Community Schools — Jeremiah Tomlin, Cathie Peterson and Todd Nash. (Photo by Holly Gas-
kill)

Norwell forum tackles tax 
rates, enrollment, policies

By HOLLY GASKILL
In a forum Tuesday evening, candidates 

for Norwell Community Schools’ two open 
board seats were challenged on financial 
oversight, decision making and community 
relationships.

All three candidates were present for 
the forum — Cathie Peterson and Jer-
emiah Tomlin are both running to succeed 
Angie Topp in the Lancaster Township 
seat, and Todd Nash is unopposed for Gene 
Donaghy’s Jefferson Township seat. 

Moderator Erin Prible, executive direc-
tor of the Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce, led with two questions about the 
district’s tax rate and their perspective on 
recent facility projects. The district adminis-
tration has echoed a desire to maintain the 
tax rate despite increasing assessed property 
values. 

All three candidates gave similar state-
ments — while maintaining facility 
improvements is important, the district must 
consider fiscal responsibility to taxpayers. 
Regarding recent improvements like the 
Ossian Elementary School “refresh,” Nash 
commented that it was “cosmetics,” and that 
“at the end of the day, that’s not what makes 
your school great.”

Peterson, a real estate broker, added, “I 
firmly believe in being good stewards of our 

community’s tax dollars. I think we need 
to really just make sure that we’re focusing 
more on needs and not necessarily wants.”

Tomlin also referenced his experience as 
a construction at Hagerman, saying, “I’ve 
never seen construction costs drop, not 
once. In fact, (construction costs are) signif-
icantly more expensive in 2024 than in 2020 
when everybody thought the world was 
ending. So I can’t speak in favor of freezing 
all improvements and hoping for a sunnier 
day, because I just don’t see it.”

Alongside this, the candidates next dis-
cussed their perspectives on growing enroll-
ment to increase a revenue source for teach-
er salaries and educational programs. Both 
Peterson and Tomlin acknowledged the 
desire to grow but believe the district should 
first consider students who live within the 
district and choose to attend school else-
where.

Tomlin referenced a conversation he had 
before the forum, where someone claimed 
235 students in the Norwell district attend 
Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan Schools. “If 
10% of our 2,300 kids are going to Bluffton, 
what can we do to make that five in two or 
three years?” he questioned.

“If we create a culture that people want 
to be a part of, and where people are staying 

(Continued on Page 2)

By SYDNEY KENT 
Heated arguments continued with no res-

olution between the Ossian Town Council 
and the Jefferson Township Advisory Board 
during Monday evening’s council meeting. 

The parties have been in negotiations for 
a new fire contract that would allow both 
sides to equally pay for the Ossian Fire 
Department’s operating budget. The depart-
ment provides an equal share of runs to both 
the town and the township. 

Board member AJ Springer asked the 
council if they would be willing to pay the 
township and allow the township to pay the 
fire department. During a meeting earlier 
this month, member David Haiflich said a 
resident had posed the question.

The town held firm in its position to keep 
the contract as it is, with the town paying the 
fire department, and the township paying 
the town. 

Council President Josh Barkley advised 
that the reason for this was the 10-month-
long feud between the parties. Township 
board president Tim Baker and council 
member Dennis Ealing argued over the 
semantics of the length of time they spent 
arguing before Barkley interjected.

“At the last meeting, I asked multiple 
times if you had questions on the budget,” 
Barkley said. “His response was no. And in 
the agreement, we made the changes that 
you asked for.” 

“You didn’t have the fire budget at the 
time,” Baker claimed. Haiflich agreed, stat-
ing that the board was not presented with 
the budget. 

Multiple members of the council corrected 
the statement, reminding the board members 
that the fire budget had been presented at a 
joint meeting that both Baker and Haiflich 
chose not to attend. Springer, who attended 
the meeting and reviewed the fire budget with 
the council, advised his fellow board mem-
bers did in fact receive the budget. 

“I emailed you guys the budget the very 
next day,” Springer said.

Several members of the council and 
board overlapped in an echo chamber of 
arguments that had been discussed at prior 
meetings for months. 

“Do you have any other questions?” Bar-
kley asked through the palavering. “You 
have a signed contract we’ve accepted and 
we’re not going back on that contract. I am 

Jefferson Township, Ossian 
boards continue stalemate 
with fire protection contract

(Continued on Page 2)

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Wells County Regional Sewer District 

Superintendent Lewis Brown discussed 
infiltration of rainwater throughout their 
sewer lines with the district board Tuesday.

Brown gave a report showing that 
increased rainfall has led to significantly 
higher sewage flow than normal. Through-
out September, the average flow with no 
rainfall was approximately 43,000 gallons 
of sewage flow. Once steady rainfall hit 
from the Sept. 22-29, the average shot up to 
about 61,000 gallons.

The exact infiltration area is still 
unknown. Brown, and RSD member and 
Bluffton Utility Director Jon Oman are still 
discussing a potential smoke test on RSD 
lines to find the problematic areas. Oman 
stated that a discussion of time and mon-
etary expectations from the RSD and the 

city need to be set out before any decisions 
are made, but noted that there will be a bet-
ter understanding by the next meeting. Ryan 
LeFeld of Choice One Engineering is look-
ing for companies that can do smoke tests, 
with the expectation that the tests will take 
about two weeks to complete.

Additionally, RSD attorney Mark Burry 
notified the RSD that it may need to raise 
its rates soon. Burry stated that the current 
rates have not changed since day one, and 
that Adams County is expected to raise its 
rates soon. Thanks to increases on treatment 
costs, future pump replacement fees and 
other maintenance fees down the road may 
force the RSD’s hand. 

Additionally, long lead times for equip-
ment forces the RSD to budget long term for 
equipment replacement, according to Burry. 

RSD identifies issues with 
sewer lines after rainfall

(Continued on Page 2)

LiGHT grants to 4 non-profits
serving women and children

By BARBARA
BARBIERI

Four non-profit groups 
serving women and chil-
dren in Wells county were 
presented grants Monday 
evening as the members of 
LiGHT met and voted on 
the recipients for 2024.

This year $8,300 was 
available for grant giving 
with the endowment fund 
tapped to bring the total to 
$8,850. All those who had 
donated $25 or more dur-
ing the year were eligible to 
vote on recipients.

Presented grants were:
• Camp Watcha Wanna 

Do: $1,550 to send three 
children diagnosed with 
cancer to camp for a week. 
Request presented by Jenny-
fer Balkema.

• Cancer Services of 

Northeast Indiana: $1,200 
to provide mental health 
and emotional support ser-
vices for Wells county moth-
ers diagnosed with cancer. 
Requested by Stacey Stumpf.

• United Way of Wells 
county: $3,000 to provide 
funding for the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library, provid-
ing a book a month for chil-
dren in the county through 
age 5. Request presented by 
Ben Renkenberger.

• Wells Community 
Boys & Girls Club: $3,000 
to provide funding for club 
wellness, providing services 
to combat depression and 
anxiety utilizing the Run 
Hard Rest Well program. 
Requested by Vicki Bell.

Representatives of all 10 
groups were invited to give 
two-minute presentations 

explaining how their grant 
would be used if granted. 
The other requests includ-
ed: Community Care of 
Northeast Indiana: $2,023; 
Caylor-Nickel Foundation 
YMCA: $1,127; Helping 
Hands Family Resource 
Center: $2,450; New Life 
Christian School: $1,630; 
Run Hard Rest Well: 
$2,700; and YWCA of 
Northeast Indiana: $2,500.

Kim Gentis welcomed 
the ladies to the evening and 
Jessica Beste introduced all 
of the presenters.

Other projects champi-
oned by the board of direc-
tors are the county’s Prom 
Exchange, assistance to 
the Run Hard Rest and the 
Women in Leadership pro-
gram.

barb@news-banner.com

Pictured left to right are Ben Renkenberger of United Way, Stacey Stumpf of Cancer Services of 
Northeast Indiana, Jennyfer Balkema of Camp Watcha Wanna Do and Vicki Bell of Wells Com-
munity Boys & Girls Club. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)
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Economic development Weather
Wednesday, October 16, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:45 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 51; Low: 40; Precipitation: 0.09 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.08  

feet at 7:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Widespread frost, mainly before 9 a.m. Other-

wise, mostly sunny, with a high near 55. Northwest wind 5 
to 10 mph. 

Tonight: Patchy frost after 1 a.m. Otherwise, partly 
cloudy, with a low around 32. Northwest wind around 5 
mph becoming calm. 

Thursday: Widespread frost before 9 a.m. Otherwise, 
sunny, with a high near 62. Calm wind. 

Thursday Night: Areas of frost after 5 a.m. Otherwise, 
clear, with a low around 35. Calm wind. 

Friday: Areas of frost before 9 a.m. Otherwise, sunny, 
with a high near 68.

Friday Night: Clear, with a low around 38.
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 71.
Saturday Night: Clear, with a low around 41.

1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren

DeWeese
SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES

We Service All Appliances

•  Easy Financing Options
•  Accepting most Dental Insurance Plans Including Delta Dental 

Premier, HIP2.0 and Medicaid

•  General Dentistry
•  Sedation Dentistry

•  Root Canals
•  Immediate Dentures

•  Wisdom Teeth
Removal

NEW HOURS!

SAME DAY EMERGENCY EXAMS

DETAILED DENTAL CARE

Monday - Thursday 8-3
Friday 8-3 (Closed every other week)

Saturday & Sunday Closed

NEW HOURS!

DR. HOTT

hottfamilydentistry.com

706 North Main Street,
Blu� ton, Indiana

Call Dr. Hott
260-824-2442

Also during the meeting, Police 
Chief Kyle Randall announced he is 
looking to replace a vehicle after it was 
involved in a September crash. Randall 
is looking for a 2024 Police Intercep-
tor, stating that a straddled semi truck 
tire that was still on the rim hit the 
vehicle head on at road speed. The 
officer involved was uninjured, but the 
car is considered totaled by the police 
department’s insurance company.

“We watched the video on the car 
and there was really nothing the officer 
could do,” Randall said.

Randall stated that a replacement 
vehicle will cost about $42,000, with 
insurance covering $27,000 worth 
of cash expenses, the reinstallation 
of police equipment and decals. The 
board decided to pay for the expense 
out of Public Safety LIT funds and 
look into a transfer to replenish that 
fund at a future Common Council 
meeting. 

The board also sent an issue about 
an unsafe building at 1325 West 

Cherry St. to the city attorney. Build-
ing Department Commissioner Rich-
ard Triplett stated that while the board 
initially heard about the issue on July 
23, some legal concerns with the word-
ing of the enforcement notice needed 
addressing by City Attorney Tony 
Crowell. 

A shed with a collapsing roof is the 
target of concern for Triplett and the 
board, with a demolition order the next 
course of action for the city. Triplett 
further noted that the owners have 
not communicated with him about the 
issue, despite giving 120 days notice.

Additionally, the board approved 
a $20,000 transfer from the 911 dis-
patch center’s wages line item to its 
overtime line item. The lack of staff in 
the department has caused the need for 
the transfer, according to 911 Direc-
tor Mike Miller. Miller also noted that 
two additional employees will be avail-
able in about a week and a half, which 
should ease the burden and carry them 
through the rest of the year.

The board also approved raises for 

Wastewater Plant Supervisor Tony 
Fey and Electric Department ground-
man Josh Jellison. Additionally, a 
new schedule of wages for the Utility 
Department was approved, raising the 
maximum salaries for all employees by 
3%. Police, fire and other city depart-
ment entities received a three percent 
increase on salary maximums by the 
Common Council in its meeting after-
wards.

The council also signed an interlo-
cal agreement with Harrison Town-
ship that allows township funds to be 
used for parks improvements in the 
area. Bluffton’s Park Board and Har-
rison Township’s Board of Trustees 
both signed the agreement that gives 
the township the choice to help fund 
any projects they see fit. While the 
ordinance involving the agreement was 
passed, the agreement itself between 
township, city and park was not yet 
signed.

Additionally, the council approved 
the 2025 budget on second reading.

jonathan@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

here, then other people are 
naturally going to want to 
gravitate to our community 
as well,” Peterson stated. 
“Why are we losing our stu-
dents to other local schools?”

Nash, on the other hand, 
acknowledged the balance 
between increasing enroll-
ment and the additional 
costs associated with a 
growing student body.

The next set of ques-
tions addressed the author-
ity of the board — “only in 
the context of school board 
meetings,” and “policy-
making not administrative,” 
as was read from the pre-
pared questions. The can-
didates were asked about 
the distinct role, how they 
would make decisions and 
any potential policy goals 
they had.

Peterson first acknowl-
edged the importance of 
confidentiality with school 
board issues, but added, “We 
are elected officials, and I 
do believe that we have an 
obligation to our commu-
nity members to be able to 
answer questions within rea-
son, to be able to go back to 
the board and ask questions 
that are pertinent.”

Not looking to revise any 
current policies yet, Peterson 
noted that the administrators 
and teachers working first-
hand with students should 
inform the policy-making 
process. 

“They’re in the trenches, 
they’re in the day-to-day and 
they know better than I do,” 
Peterson said. “I think they 
know better than most of us 
… As far as policy-making, 
I do believe that that’s what 

our role is. I just need to 
believe that our policy-mak-
ing is geared in the direction 
of what’s best for everyone, 
not just for some, and that 
we’re ultimately thinking 
about our children at the end 
of the day.”

Nash similarly affirmed 
that confidential board mat-
ters shouldn’t be discussed 
outside of meetings and that 
he felt the current board has 
balanced its functions well. 
“If they (administration) 
need somebody to basically 
watch over them, we prob-
ably need somebody differ-
ent,” he concluded.

Tomlin also acknowl-
edged the “criticism” and 
“gossip” that follows board 
decisions and said he didn’t 
want to be a part of that dis-
course. “As a new board 
member, I’m going to have 
to sit back, listen, do a lot of 
learning, have a lot of con-
versations with the existing 
board, with the community 
members, see what’s not 
working before I decide I 
want to change something 
policy-related,” he said.

The final questions tack-
led the candidates’ perspec-
tives on engaging with the 
community — the first of 
which addressed the board’s 
response to unfair public 
criticism of the administra-
tion or staff members. In 
previous district strategic 
planning meetings, commu-
nity members have includ-
ed social media criticism 
among the challenges the 
district faces.

Both Nash and Tomlin 
felt the board should assess 
the situation and respond 
or not respond accordingly. 

“Sometimes you’ve got to 
let things go,” Nash said. 
“And at times, though, I 
think if it becomes large 
enough, or you think it’s 
going to get worse, then 
you’ve got to step in.”

Peterson differed, say-
ing she didn’t feel it is the 
board’s responsibility to 
“police social media” and 
that conversations should 
happen in privacy.

The candidates then dis-
cussed how they would 
continue to “enhance trans-
parency” within the district 
— all of whom immediately 
stated that finding the dis-
trict’s minutes and agendas 
online was not user-friendly. 
Peterson said she’s begun 
posting the agendas and 
minutes on her social media 
to increase visibility. 

Furthermore, Tomlin said 
it was unclear how and when 
to give comments during the 
board meetings. Nash, how-
ever, wanted to encourage 
people to speak directly with 
administration and teachers 
outside of board members, 
noting that the public speak-
ing format is often intimidat-
ing. Peterson added she’d like 
more “town hall-style” meet-
ings for general feedback.

The last prepared ques-
tion allowed the candidates 
to share their perspectives on 
Norwell’s partnership with 
organizations like Campus 
Life, Alive and Well, and 
LifeWise Academy, which 
were quite positive. Each 
has children involved in at 
least one of the groups.

In closing, each candidate 
spoke about their inspiration 
and vision for running for 
the board of trustees.

Peterson summarized 
her campaign with three 
words: accessibility, trans-
parency and accountability. 
She highlighted her desire to 
see her own children live in 
Wells County and hopes to 
see the district engage more 
with the community. 

“I really feel now is the 
time that we need to focus on 
the good that we have, and 
focus on growing that,” she 
said. “And as I said before, 
that’s going to draw other 
people to the good that we 
have and make them want to 
be a part of what we have.”

Tomlin expressed a simi-
lar hope for his children 
and referenced Winston 
Churchill, “First we build 
the buildings, and then the 
buildings build us.” He stat-
ed he wants to offer specifi-
cally create opportunities for 
the bottom and top 25% of 
students, helping the highest 
achievers reach new heights 
and providing additional 
support to those who need it.

“I love where Norwell 
has continued to try to be 
better over the years, and 
I’m excited to be a part of it 
tomorrow,” he concluded.

Nash also shared his love 
for the district, all that it has 
accomplished and the ways 
he sees it can still grow. “I 
just saw a need — I filled 
it,” he said, referring to 
his decision to run for the 
vacant seat. “I think I bring 
to the table an ability to find 
problems and solve them. I 
don’t have a large agenda.” 

No one submitted ques-
tions during the open-ended 
time for audience participa-
tion.

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Norwell forum

not going through this circus — this is 
a flat-out circus.”

Haiflich reiterated that he asked 
for a sit-down meeting, to which Bar-
kley reminded him he had a sit-down 
meeting scheduled last month. Eal-
ing claimed Haiflich and Baker are 
attempting to stall negotiations until 
time runs out to sign the new contract 
— in hopes that the township only 
pays a portion of their responsibility 
for the fire budget once again. 

“I am tired of you wasting the tax-
payers’ time,” Barkley yelled through 
the noise. “The contract stands, along 
with our budget and the letter. Dec. 31, 

we will need to know where to park the 
fire trucks.”

“You’ll know,” Haiflich said before 
walking out of the meeting with Baker. 

At the end of the meeting, a resident 
asked why the town was not willing to 
look at the township’s contract. 

“Why didn’t we get a new con-
tract three months ago if that was 
their intention?” member Jeff Kemper 
asked. “My problem is (that) we have a 
clerk and a whole staff that handles –”

“I’m talking about the contract they 
want to present,” the resident interject-
ed. “They have a new one and wanted 
to present it tonight.” 

Springer advised the woman that 

the board had not drafted a new con-
tract. Ealing reiterated that by the time 
the township board finalizes a contract 
to bring it to the town, it will be too 
late. 

“They also had the opportunity 
to bring us those suggestions at last 
month’s meeting,” member Stepha-
nie Tucker noted. “We made changes 
they specifically wanted, and they 
should have asked for that in that 
meeting.” 

The Jefferson Township Advisory 
Board is scheduled to meet at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday at the Northern Wells Central 
Office. 

sydney@news-banner.com
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Fire protection contract

Sewer line issues
No figures were stated at the 
meeting.

“We report our balance 
on the books and everybody 
says, ‘You’re flushed with 
cash, why are you worrying 
about the budget?’” RSD 
member Andy Stoller said. 
“We know that we have 
massive expenses coming, 
it’s as sure as we’re sitting 
here that we have massive 
outgoings and capital that 
we need to have to maintain 
an operational district that 
has to operate.”

Reported smell issues in 
Murray were also discussed 
by the RSD. Brown stated 
that he and Oman will be 
working to decipher the 
problems there, with Oman 
stating that there are some 
methods, at a shared cost for 
both city and the RSD, to 
address the smell if it con-

tinues. Brown theorized that 
there may be some smell 
problems coming from 
Kingsland due to the lon-
ger times that sewage lays 
in those lines. Brown hopes 
that with more connections, 
the smell will dissipate a 
little bit.

Furthermore, Brown 
announced that the RSD 
truck has new tires installed, 
but information on the 
RSD’s request for SRF to 
fund a crane on the truck 
has not been given to the 
RSD. Insuring main lift 
stations and generator sets 
for the RSD were also dis-
cussed as well as a drop box 
for the RSD. 

Brown reported that 
nine houses are yet to con-
nect in Craigville, with four 
of them vacant. Kingsland 
has 10 houses yet to con-
nect with three scheduled. 

Brown also stated that 2026 
is the earliest for a potential 
Tocsin project, after SRF 

denied the RSD’s funding 
requests.

jonathan@news-banner.com
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OPEN MIC

GOSPEL SING

Call: Steve - 765.348.9405 • Jamie - 260.249.3768
Bring a friend and come join us.

Sunday • October  20th

THE NEW BEGINNING CHURCH
2187 W. St. Rd. 218 Blu� ton, IN

Finger Food at 5:00 p.m.
Singing at 6:00 p.m.

2 miles West of Poneto on 218 or 5 miles East of 3 on 218

Two Songs

260-449-5144 Fall Cleanup

Forever Green Lawn Care 
& Land Management LLC

•	 Discounts for Veterans
•	 Active Military

•	 Law Enforcement
•	 New Referrals

Locally Owned and Operated

Owen B. President
forevergrnland@gmail.com

122 South Johnson Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

260-827-0541

NEW CLIENTS receive 
15% off first appointment.Follow us on Twitter at...

twitter.com/newsbanner
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and 

Ossian Journal publishes 
“basic” obituaries free of 
charge for “local” deaths. 
“Basic” obituaries will 
include the deceased’s name, 
age, community of record, 
date and place of death, basic 
genealogical information, the 
date, time and location of call-
ing hours and services and 
the name of the funeral home 
handling arrangements.

If additional information 
and/or a photo is desired to be 
included, or if the deceased 
does not meet the definitions 
of a “local” person, there is a 
charge.

Area funeral homes will 
provide details on the policy 
and will coordinate obituary 
publication. 

Police Notebook

OBITUARIES

Scott Elzey
Wells County Council

Republican

Knowledgeable, Transparent 
Working for you.

Paid for by Committee to Elect Scott Elzey

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

Roslyn Seabury Collins, 93, of 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, died 
Aug. 11, 2024. 

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Jean Collins Seabury of 
St. Paul, Minnesota, Glenn H. 
Collins (married to Temma M. 
Collins) of Cleveland Heights, 
and Mark E. NeuCollins (mar-
ried to Ryan E. NeuCollins) of 
Atlanta; as well as by eight 
grandchildren and two great-
granddaughters. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband of 55 
years, Jack T. Collins, M.D.; parents, John 
and Elsie Seabury of Long Island, New 
York, and sisters, Ginny Appelt and Beryl 
Connery.

Ros attained a B.A. in English and jour-
nalism, graduating with honors from 
Ohio Wesleyan University. She worked 
as an advertiser copywriter for Halle 
Bros, Ohio, as an editor for the League of 
Women Voters of Indiana, as an editor-
writer for Bluffton Wells County Visitors 

Council, and as a medical writ-
er for Caylor Nickel Hospital 
and Foundation.

For 18 years, she was the 
county division treasurer of 
the American Heart Associa-
tion, served on the executive 
committee for the revitalization 
of Bluffton, was a founding 
member of the Wells County 
Arts Council, was president of 
the Fork and Hoe Garden Club, 
and was an active participant 

in many civic endeavors.
Throughout her long life, Ros was 

known for her devotion to and practice 
of the arts, for her gregarious upbeat per-
sonality and wonderfully infectious laugh, 
for her 75-year involvement with her 
Theta sisters; and for her long-standing 
commitment to the Methodist Church. 
She was an inspiration to many.

Services were held on Aug. 29, 2024 at 
Church of the Savior in Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio.

Roslyn Seabury Collins, 93

Arno Kent Sonnenberg, 84, 
passed away into the arms 
of Jesus, his Savior on Oct. 
14,2024.

He was born in Fort Wayne 
to Robert Dale and Mabel Mae 
(Shady) Sonnenberg on Sept. 
24, 1940. He met his wife, Ella 
Marie (Cookie) Aeschliman at 
the Dutch Mill restaurant in 
Bluffton, where Arno worked 
as a cook and Cookie as a 
car hop. They were married at 
Uniondale UMC on Aug. 25, 1962.

Arno was employed at International 
Harvester, later Navistar, retiring in 2000 
after 41 years of service. He loved his 
job as product engineer in the paint lab 
where he tested paints and helped solve 
production problems at Harvester manu-
facturing sites.

Arno and Cookie had a family of four 
loving sons and six grandchildren. He 
adored his grandchildren and often wrote 
letters and funny stories about animals to 
them while he was in Wolverine, Michi-
gan, for the winter.

Arno and Cookie enjoyed their season-
al home in Wolverine where they snow-
mobiled with their friends and family well 
into their late 70s. They also enjoyed 
hunting for morels, hunting Petoskey 
stones on Lake Michigan beaches, riding 
ATV’s and side by sides and simply loved 
God’s beautiful creation of Northern 
Michigan.

At home, they raised Arabian horses 
and attended many horse shows. He 
also restored and painted several Inter-
national Scouts over the years with his 
sons as well as Cub Cadet garden trac-
tors and full size tractors.  He also painted 
many other cars and trucks for family and 
friends. Arno loved baking pies, cookies 

and cakes during his retire-
ment years. Arno also enjoyed 
hunting for Indian artifacts and 
as usual it was a family affair. 
He passed a love of all these 
things to his sons, daughters 
and grandchildren.

Arno was a member of Mur-
ray Missionary Church where 
he served as a trustee on the 
board, he served as an usher 
and was a VBS volunteer for 
several years.

Survivors include his beloved wife Ella 
Marie (Cookie) of 62 years; sons, Kent 
Douglas Sonnenberg, Michael Dale (Ange-
la) Sonnenberg and Steven Lee (Andrea) 
Sonnenberg; grandchildren, Emma Kath-
eryn Sonnenberg, twins Samantha Marie 
(Parker) Braun and Madelyn Louise (Nico-
las) Alles, Avery Brynn Sonnenberg, Nolan 
Christopher Sonnenberg, and Mollee 
Nicole Sonnenberg; and a sister, Cinda 
Gater. 

Preceding him in death were a son 
Chris Allen Sonnenberg in 1986, his par-
ents and his brother, Werden Sonnen-
berg.

Visitation will be held from 10 a.m. to 
noon on Friday, Oct. 18, 2024 at Murray 
Missionary Church. A celebration of life 
service will be held at noon at the church. 
Pastor Mike Gilbert will officiate services. 
Burial will take place at Oaklawn Ceme-
tery in Ossian at a later date.

Memorial contributions can be made 
in Arno’s memory to the American Heart 
Association, American Cancer Society or 
National Kidney Foundation.

Online condolences can be made 
atwww.goodwincaleharnish.com.

Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial 
Chapel have been entrusted with funeral 
arrangements.

Arno Sonnenberg, 84

Principal for a Day
Bluffton High School Principal Steve Baker has hosted “Principal for a Day” nearly 
every school year since 2000 to give community members and local/state officials an 
inside look at programs and classes at BHS. After announcing his retirement for the 
end of this school year, Baker hosted 
three special guests today for his last 
“Principal for a Day” event: his family. 

His children are Bluffton High School 
graduates — Amy (Class of 2010) and 
Nathan (Class of 2008) — and Mrs. 
Loni Baker is a retired educator of 30 
years. They toured BHS together and 
visited with students before sharing 
their experiences as educators (and 
children of educators) to the education 
career pathway students. 

The family is pictured above, and at 
right, Baker and his family talk with 
Adam Atkins’ Child and Adolescent 
Development class. (Photos provided)

Legion to host dinner Friday
The American Legion Post 111 in 

Bluffton will hold its monthly dinner on 
Oct. 18 from 5-7 p.m. at the post home at 
111 W Washington St. The meal includes 

a loaded baked potato, side salad and 
dessert. Tickets are required and cost 
$12. Contact Bob Buehl, 260-341-1828.

Ossian Rotary will hear from Lauren 
Smith, registered veterinary technician, at 
its regularly scheduled meeting Thursday 
morning, Oct. 17. She has been a regis-
tered vet tech for 27 years, and began 
doing home appointments three years 
ago.

A veterinary technician assists in many 
procedures while caring for animals, includ-
ing physical examinations, dental proce-
dures, surgeries, immunizations, euthanasia 
as well as client education, marketing and 
inventory maintenance. Technicians may 
also see their own appointments for pro-
cedures such as suture removal, nail trim, 
lab work, surgery admission and discharge, 
and boarding entrance exams. Being a reg-
istered vet tech requires a working knowl-
edge of pharmaceutical drugs and common 
diseases — their symptoms, means of trans-
mission, treatment and prevention — and 
other basic preventative health care recom-
mendations.

Smith was born and raised in Michi-
gan, the oldest of three girls. She played 
soccer, and has a black belt in taekwondo. 
She loves the outdoors and her hobbies 
include wildlife rehab and her children’s 
sports.

Anyone is welcome to attend Ossian 
Rotary this Thursday morning, at 7:30 

at First Baptist Church of Ossian, 1001 
Dehner Drive, for this program. Please 
note that if Norwell Schools has a weath-
er delay or cancellation due to weather, 
Ossian Rotary will cancel its meeting for 
that day.

For more information, please contact 
Matthew Gullion, Ossian Rotary President, 
at mwgullion@gmail.com.

Ossian Rotary to host local traveling 
registered veterinary technician

Lauren Smith

INCIDENTS
City:
Monday, 2:08 p.m., 

Expert Transmission. Report 
of unwanted party.

Monday, 3:11 p.m., Bud-
get Inn. Report of harass-
ment.

Monday, 5:23 p.m., 400 
block of West Washington 
Street. Report of cell phone 
located in yard, owner 
informed.

Monday, 5:44 p.m., North 
Baldwin and West Market 
streets. Driver cited for no 
valid license.

Monday, 5:52 p.m., 100 
block of North Wausau 
Court. Report of people rid-
ing ATVs in roadway.

Monday, 5:57 p.m., Bud-
get Inn. Caller reported 
harassment via social media.

Monday, 6:11 p.m., 600 
block of West Arnold Street. 
Welfare check requested for 
child.

Monday, 7:12 p.m., West 
Perry and North Johnson 
streets. Report of car with 
trunk open.

Monday, 7:45 p.m., 
Hiday Motors. Report of 
subject riding bike on Main 
Street with no lights.

Monday, 11:22 p.m., 600 
block of West Cherry Street. 
Officer advised subjects to 
turn vehicle music down, 
they complied.

Monday, 9:01 a.m., 1000 
Hollyhock Lane. Report 
of hit and run, white paint 
transfer left.

County:
Friday, 1:03 p.m., Save 

On Liquor South. Multiple 
subjects taken into custody 
during traffic stop.

Friday, 2:36 p.m., 300 W 
and 800 N, Markle. Report 
of gasoline in roadway in 
can. Removed.

Friday, 8:44 p.m., Bluff-
ton Regional Medical Cen-
ter. Transported subject to 

Maple Heights.
Saturday, 12:30 a.m., 600 

block of Countryside Drive, 
Markle. Report of intoxicat-
ed subject refusing to leave.

Saturday, 5:37 a.m., 700 
block of Countryside Drive, 
Markle. Problem with loose 
dog in area.

Saturday, 5:28 p.m., 6700 
South Meridian Road, Pone-
to. Caller reported subject 
pointed gun at his head after 
he accidentally pulled out in 
front of him.

Saturday, 6:02 p.m., 5900 
North Miller Street, Union-
dale. Report of missing 
X-box.

Saturday, 7:35 p.m., 2300 
North East Street, Craigville. 
Report of teens smashing 
windows with BB gun.

Sunday, 11:26 a.m., West 
100 N and 200 W, Bluffton. 
Caller complained about 
driver all over road, officer 
did not observe bad driving.

Sunday, 1:35 p.m., 1200 
N 500 W Bluffton. Caller 
reported neighbor’s pig eat-
ing their flowers. Pigs are 
scheduled to be food soon 
too.

Sunday, 5:41 p.m., S.R. 
116 and 250 N, Bluffton. 
Occupants were lost and 
needing direction, officer 
was the man for the job.

Sunday, 8:38 p.m., 7200 
S 300 W, Poneto. Report of 
deer in driveway, caller ask-
ing to shoot it.

Monday, 3:18 a.m., Wells 
County Jail. Warrant served 
at the jail.

Monday, 9:20 a.m., 3400 
W 250 S, Liberty Center. 
Report of dog chained out-
side without shelter. Owner 
advised to provide shelter.

Monday, 2:10 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Warrant served 
to Alixx Angus.

Monday, 7:07 p.m., 9300 
Southeast Jeff Road, Warren. 
Report of harassment.

Monday, 10:14 p.m., 
2600 West Woodview Drive, 
Zanesville. Report of cus-
tody issue.

Tuesday, 6:42 a.m., East 
500 S and South 200 E, 
Bluffton. Report of stop sign 
and mailbox down.

Ossian:
Saturday, 9:54 p.m., 600 

block of North Jefferson 
Street, Ossian. Protective 
order served on Owen Bisel.

Monday, 5:52 a.m., 2300 
E 700 N, Ossian. Caller 
reported suspicious activity 
from passerby.

Monday, 3:40 p.m., North 
100 E and 700 N, Ossian. 
Report of driver evading 
police by turning down long 
road. Maria De Los Angeles 
Aguilera arrested.

Tuesday, 4:46 a.m., 2300 
E 700 N, Ossian. Caller 
reported vehicle outside of 
residence.

ARRESTS
Kristopher Alan Souter, 

38, Bluffton; battery — seri-
ous bodily injury, a Level 5 
felony. Bond set at $5,000.

Thad Martin Eley Jr., 28, 
Bluffton; assisting a crimi-
nal, a Level 6 felony, posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
a Level 6 felony, and pos-
session of paraphernalia, a 
Class C misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $10,500.

Jason Oliver Juillerat, 44, 
Ossian; stalking, a Level 5 
felony, and intimidation, a 
Level 6 felony. No bond set.

Heather Angel Fitzsim-
mons, 49, Bluffton; posses-
sion of controlled substance, 
a Class a misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $1,500.

Tyler Andrew Sapp, 31, 
Ossian; operating a vehicle 
with an ACE of .15 or more, 
a Class C misdemeanor, and 
operating while intoxicated 
— endangerment, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$2,500.
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By The Associated Press
Today is Wednesday, 

Oct. 16, the 290th day of 
2024. There are 76 days left 
in the year.

Today’s highlight in his-
tory: On Oct. 16, 1962, the 
Cuban Missile Crisis began 
as President John F. Ken-
nedy was informed that 
reconnaissance photographs 
had revealed the presence 
of nuclear missile bases in 
Cuba.

Also on this date:
In 1793, during the 

French Revolution, Marie 
Antoinette, the queen of 
France, was beheaded.

In 1859, radical aboli-

tionist John Brown led a raid 
on the U.S. arsenal at Harp-
ers Ferry in what was then a 
part of western Virginia. 

In 1934, Chinese Com-
munists, under siege by the 
Nationalists, began their 
“long march” lasting a year 
from southeastern to north-
western China.

In 1964, China set off 
its first atomic bomb, code-
named “596,” on the Lop 
Nur Test Ground.

In 1978, the College of 
Cardinals of the Roman 
Catholic Church chose Car-
dinal Karol Wojtyla to be 
the new pope; he took the 
name John Paul II.

Today in History

Obama to the rescue
“If you have a problem figuring out whether 

you’re for me or Trump, then you ain’t black.”
 — Joe Biden on “The Breakfast Club,” 2020
“ We have not yet seen the same kinds of 

energy and turnout in all quarters of our neigh-
borhoods and communities as we saw when I 
was running.”

— Barack Obama, last week
The condescension inherent in these remarks 

is one reason why especially young Black men 
are moving away from the Democratic Party to 
which Blacks have been joined at the hip since 
the Franklin Roosevelt administration. This 
kind of tribal “group think” is designed to keep 
certain demographics in line and voting in perpetuity 
for Democrats.

Former President Obama, the only former presi-
dent in my lifetime not to leave Washington after 
his administration ended (some believe he has been 
behaving as a third- term president behind the scenes 
of the Biden-Harris administration), has revealed by 
his comments there is much worry in the party that 
even a small departure of young Black voters could 
spell doom for Democrats in the coming election.

Obama is right to be concerned. According to 
the 2024 National Black Voter Project Longitudinal 
Study, a growing number of young Black voters are 
becoming more conservative than their Civil Rights-
era parents and grandparents.

The survey shows that the highest percentage of 
Black conservatives, at 22.2 percent, are actually 
those between the ages of 18 to 29. The 30 to 44 age 
group makes up 18.9 percent, 45 to 64 are at 10.1 
percent, and the oldest who are 65 and over come in 
at 4.3 percent.

Obama’s chiding of young Black men is not likely 
to sit well with them. That Democrats have taken the 
Black vote for granted is a given, but more are start-
ing to ask “what have you done for us?”

When Obama won the presidency, I wrote that he 

could have a life- changing influence on 
African Americans by endorsing school 
choice. Black parents in especially inner 
cities like Chicago have told pollsters 
they want to send their children to better 
schools, but Democrats have ignored 
them because of the influence (and 
money) of the teacher’s unions.

African Americans have been dis-
proportionately and negatively affected 
for decades by Democrat policies — 
from the welfare state, to failed public 
schools, high crime in their neighbor-
hoods and the highest abortion rate of 

any demographic group. Many have said politicians 
care about their vote (and show up at Black churches) 
only in an election year and then never keep their 
promises.

It’s the same with “women’s issues.” The very 
term implies that all women think — or should 
think — alike, especially when it comes to abortion. 
Contrary views are ignored or mocked by the major 
media. This, too, is condescension and a form of 
misogyny.

If Republicans can solidify even a small percent-
age of young Black voters, they will have secured for 
themselves victories up and down the ballot in this 
election and possibly for many elections to come. 
This assumes they will follow through on their prom-
ises, especially on the economy and education.

One possible line Republicans might use is “why 
are Democrats pro-choice when it comes to abortion, 
but anti-choice for educating children who are born?”

Another is a quote from the African-American 
economist Thomas Sowell: “Barack Obama’s politi-
cal genius is his ability to say things that will sound 
good to people who have not followed the issues in 
any detail — regardless of how obviously fraudulent 
what he says may be to those who have.”

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — 
The nuclear submarines built 
here at Newport News Ship-
yard and at General Dynamics 
Electric Boat works in Groton, 
Conn., stealthily carry vast lethal-
ity that can deter occasions for 
unleashing it. The submarines are 
assembled to completion in both 
places. They are magnificent 
examples of applied intelligence, 
with a beauty akin to that of old-
time clipper ships, those elegant 
mergers of form and function.

A potentially lethal problem is that 
U.S. submarines might be too few 
to keep global peace during today’s 
multifront assault on geopolitical 
rationality. Jerry Hendrix, retired 
Navy captain and senior fellow at the 
Sagamore Institute, wrote in Ameri-
can Affairs that the U.S. nuclear sub-
marine fleet was 140 boats at its Cold 
War high, when everywhere Soviet 
submarines turned, they “found them-
selves being monitored and tracked” 
by U.S. submarines.

The most recent figures are that 
the U.S. submarine fleet now num-
bers 68, only 50 of which are of the 
hunter-killer “fast attack” category. 
And 20 of those are, Hendrix says, 
“in drydocks or tied to piers” because 
of the Navy’s three-year mainte-
nance backlog. So, “the Navy is cur-
rently short three drydocks and the 
workforce that goes with them.” No 
entirely new shipyard has been built 
in a century.

In 1988, John Keegan, a British 
military historian, said the nuclear 
submarine was the ultimate instru-
ment of deterrence. Deterrence 
depends on a capacity to prevent an 
adversary from believing that it can 
inflict a disarming first strike, leaving 
the attacked nation without the ability 
to retaliate.

Of the U.S. nuclear triad, land-

based ICBMs in their 
silos can be targeted, 
and bombers carrying 
nuclear weapons can 
be attacked. But unless 
the oceans become 
transparent, which 
new technologies (e.g., 
swarms of underwa-
ter drones; abilities 
to detect faint wakes 
or radiation) might 
someday make them, 
ballistic-missile sub-

marines — they are called “boomers” 
but are masterpieces of silence — are 
the most dependable components of 
deterrence.

A former U.S. admiral has said, 
“It’s easier to find a grapefruit-sized 
object in space than a submarine at 
sea.” This, even though a boomer 
is nearly two football fields long. 
Protected by fast-attack submarines 
(which also menace an adversary’s 
undersea nuclear weapons), boomers 
thwart an enemy’s ability to locate 
and target all U.S. nuclear-weapon 
launchers — the U.S. capacity to 
retaliate against a nuclear attack.

There are 50 U.S. attack subma-
rines; the Navy considers 66 requisite 
for today’s missions and possible 
eventualities. Hendrix says China has 
anti-access/area-denial missiles and 
other weapons to hold at bay most 
U.S. military platforms. If China 
attacks Taiwan, most U.S. forces 
could not go to its defense. “But 
American submarines can.”

Under the trilateral AUKUS agree-
ment, Australia is to receive up to 
eight nuclear-powered, convention-
ally armed submarines. We need a 
forward-based submarine force, and 
a submarine surge capacity for the 
Indo-Pacific. The nation can afford 
this — it cannot afford not to afford it 
— but the industrial capacity to build 

it does not exist.
An analyst at the Congressional 

Research Service told the Wall Street 
Journal last year that it could take 
three to five years to train a welder 
for working on nuclear submarines. 
Everything, down to sound-suppress-
ing wrappings on pipes, must serve 
silence.

And the boats’ complexity is 
incomprehensible to all but a few. 
The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter requires 
more than 8 million lines of code; 
nuclear submarines and their weap-
ons require even more.

Across the nation, workers at the 
2,500 suppliers of submarine compo-
nents — pipes, valves, gauges, and 
on and on — sometimes say, “I don’t 
know what submarines do. I just sit 
here and make this part.” The Navy, 
concerned about competing for help 
in a tight labor market, tries to infuse 
its suppliers with a motivating sense 
of importance, telling them: “Here is 
what is happening in the world and 
how your part fits in the larger pic-
ture.”

The Apprentice School at this 
shipyard receives up to 4,000 applica-
tions a year (about 14 percent from 
people with college degrees) for 
about 250 places. Those admitted 
receive a free education of at least 
four years, and a chance for a job at 
the shipyard, where more than 80 per-
cent of the school’s graduates hired 
are still working 10 years later.

Those who say America “doesn’t 
make anything anymore” should see 
the submarines and aircraft carriers 
materializing here. The shipyard is 30 
miles from Yorktown, where George 
Washington commanded the cli-
mactic battle of the war that secured 
America’s independence. Preserva-
tion of the nation depends heavily on 
what 27,000 shipbuilders do here.

georgewill@washpost.com.

George
Will

Nuclear submarines, crucial for 
U.S. defense and in short supply

Twice daily I quick-step to the end 
of the driveway where I retrieve my 
newspaper. In the morning it is the 
Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette and in the 
afternoon the Bluffton News-Banner. I 
cannot drink my morning coffee until 
my newspaper is carefully unfolded 
and prepared for proper perusal. Soon, 
jelly stains, toast crumbs and brown 
coffee cup impressions litter the pages 
as I lean in out of necessity to read 
through 73-year-old eyes.

As a kid it was the 
Marion Chronicle that 
delivered essential daily 
reports and statistics on 
my beloved Milwaukee 
Braves and my favorite 
players. Today I spend 
more time in the editorial 
sections than anywhere 
else. Here my spirits are buoyed by opinions and writers 
who promote ideas I agree with, and I am disgusted and 
weary of those that displease. However, I do try to read 
both. I especially like reading Letters to the Editor in 
the JG. Some are insightful, and others just plain crazy. 
Some are kind, and some are cruel. 

I can believe, for reasons we know well, the newspa-
per business must be a tough business. The pressures of 
delivering the news everyday or six times per week must 
at times be crushing. The Marion Chronicle of my youth 
is now just a shell of its former self. On Sunday morn-
ings I sit and stare through the mailbox window and 
pine for the Sunday Journal-Gazette that never comes. 
What am I to do?

So, forgive me if I perform my old man whine as I 
visit the warm and loving homes of my beloved chil-
dren and find no newspapers for casual survey, or even 
for packing material. It’s a sign of the times. One more 
thing I cannot control. Admittedly, I am a failure as a 
parent. They say, “Dad, no one gets the paper anymore.” 
As they flash their iPhones in my face.

As defense and example, I learned from the pages 
this week that 93% of all K-12 students in Indiana 
attend public schools. Private, mostly religious, schools 
educate 7% of Indiana students, but will receive 36% 
of new money. Since 2011, the percentage of the state 
budget allocated to K-12 education has dropped by 5%. 
Indiana’s private school voucher (subsidy) program is 
available to any family of four that earns up to $220,000 
per year, while the median annual income for school age 
families is only $67,000. The voucher system has cost 
taxpayers over $1 billion since its beginning. All compli-
ments of our Republican legislative super majority.

Many articles detail Indiana’s Career and Technical 
Education opportunities as a practical and profitable 
choice for students. I am in favor of such opportunities; 
however, as Ball State economist Michael Hicks and 
others tell us weekly in the NB and JG, Indiana’s col-
lege graduation rate is falling, especially among boys, 
and our biggest impediment to future economic success 
is that we have the lowest bachelor’s degree attainment 
level (42nd nationally) among citizens of all Upper 
Midwestern states. The result is a lack of human capital 
(college graduates) necessary for attracting high income 
paying corporations in search of qualified employees. 
Good luck in finding all of that in one place on your 
iPhone. 

As close as I can tell, I (we) have subscribed to the 
News-Banner for 49 years. And even though the opinion 
page is more conservative than I would prefer, I plan on 
maintaining my subscription as long as I can read, and 
maybe longer. The News-Banner is an invaluable asset 
in our community, and we are fortunate to have a daily 
newspaper. I have known and respected the work of 
many there throughout the years, their names too many 
to mention. Thank you to them all, past and present.

Here’s The Thing: What about the election? As we 
approach November 5th, I have feelings of great antici-
pation and great dread. As for previous writings I have 
penned critical of Donald Trump, I make no apologies. 
I have received much support from readers who encour-
age me to continue saying what they cannot. I am grate-
ful for their support. 

ken.ballinger@yahoo.com
Editor’s Note: This is one of a series of articles and opinions 

written by a group of retired and current teachers — Ken Ballinger, 
Billy Kreigh, Kathy Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. While the columns 
normally appear on the Community Page, this week’s “Here’s the 
Thing” was moved to the Opinion Page due to its political nature.

Newspapers, education 
funding, and elections

Election Letters Policy
The News-Banner accepts Letters to the Editor concerning local 

election candidates and issues. All letters must be signed; the writ-
er’s address and phone number must be included in case verifica-
tion is desired. Letters are subject to editing for brevity, clarity and 
length; letters are limited to 500 words.

• There is a limit to one letter per writer per campaign period. • 
The editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any letter at all 
times. • An appearance of a letter-writing campaign will be deemed 
as such and discontinued. • Letters pertaining to the Nov. 5, 2024 
election must be received by Sat., Oct. 26, with the exception of 
responses by a candidate to any letter published on or after that date.

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: • Our website link (Submit 
Your Letter) • E-Mail: email@news-banner.com • Mail: PO Box 
436, Bluffton IN 46714 • Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton. 
(There is a 24-hour drop-slot available.)

Ken
Ballinger
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White Bird: A Wonder Story
Thursday, October 17th 6pm

Friday, October 18th 6pm & 8:40pm
Saturday, October 19th
2:40pm, 5:20pm & 8pm

Sunday, October 20th 2pm & 4:40pm

Average Joe
Thursday, October 17th 6:20pm

Friday, October 18th 6:20pm & 9pm
Saturday, October 19th

3pm, 5:40pm, & 8:20pm
Sunday, October 20th 2:20pm & 5pm
www.abcinemainc.com

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN • 260•724•SHOW

Senior Ian Todd has 
been selected to receive 
the Norwell ICE (Inter-
disciplinary Coopera-
tive Education) Student 
of the Week award. Ian 
is employed at Ginger 
Fresh in Ossian with 
owner Anna Mae Gra-
ber. He is the son of 
Josh and Jenny Todd of 
Ossian.

Ian is a huge help 
with unloading trucks 
and stocking merchan-
dise. He also assists cus-
tomers by bagging and 
transporting groceries to 
the customers vehicles. 

After graduation, Ian 
plans to study Agribusi-
ness at Huntington Uni-
versity.

Norwell ICE
Spotlight award

Ian Todd

Ian Todd
‘Day of Caring’ at seven sites by 
volunteers from six churches

By BARBARA BARBIERI
Over 40 volunteers from six churches 

combined their talents to assist with proj-
ects at seven sites in the county during a 
recent “Day of Caring” three-day period.

The churches included St. Joseph 
Catholic Church, First Presbyterian 
Church, First United Methodist Church, 
First Church of he Nazarene, Apostolic 
Christian Church and First Reformed 
Church.

The projects took place for the follow-
ing groups or sites:

Bluffton Parks Department: Painting of 
the Red Covered Bridge and the removal 

of rock from the base at site along the 
River Greenway.

Community Care Thrift Store: Sorting 
of clothes.

Grace & Mercy: Painting of interior 
walls and trim.

Boys & Girls Club: Landscaping of 
property.

Forgotten Children: Sorting of clothes.
Family Centered Services: Sorting of 

clothing.
Family Centered Services: Landscap-

ing.
Coordinating the projects this year were 

Jeff Miller and Dr. George Babcock.

Above left, the painting crew at the little covered bridge on the River Greenway included left to right George Babcock, Tim Har-
tigan, Mike Morrissey, Bill Johson (kneeling), Dan Lautzenheiser and Ken Yake. Above right, securing the rock base of the cov-
ered bridge on the River Greenway were left to right Jim Van Winkle, Tim Hartigan and Bill Johnson. (Photos provided)

Painting and shelf repair were 
the projects at Grace & Mer-
cy’s reception room. Workers 
were Dan Lautzenheiser, at 
left, and George Babcock on 
the ladder at right.

1595 Harrison Plaza • Bluff ton, IN

A Purchase of $3500 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 10/31/2024

A Purchase of $4500 or More
Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 10/31/2024

$300 $500
off off

MARIACHI LOCO
     Mexican Grill & Bar
MARIACHI LOCOMARIACHI LOCO

Call for Carry-Out 260-827-0616

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Lana Selah Rhoton
Joshua and Brittany Rhoton of Key-

stone, are the parents of a girl, Lana 
Selah Rhoton, born at 11:29 p.m. Sept. 3, 
2024. She weighed 6 pounds, 5 ounces 
at birth and was 21 inches long.

Maternal grandparents are Mike and 
Keely Nelson. Paternal grandparents are 
Jay and Lisa Rhoton. Maternal great-
grandparents are Ingrid Hughes, William 
Evans and Ruth Evans. Paternal great-
grandparents are Carl Rhoton, Martelle 
Rhoton, Herb Wade and Peggy Wade.

1,000 BOOKS BEFORE KINDERGARTEN

Several children recently com-
pleted the 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten Program at the 
Wells County Public Library by 
reading and listening to 1,000 
books with the help of family 
members. 

At left, Delsi Gerber (holding her 
prize book “May There Always 
Be Sunshine”) is pictured with 
baby sister Halyn, mom Jenae, 
and sister Gintrie.

Brantley Arnold (holding his 
prize book “Follow the Moon 
Home) is pictured with his mom, 
April. Not pictured is dad, Dustin 
Arnold.

The 1,000 Books Before Kinder-
garten program is sponsored by 
the United Way of Wells County, 
the Wells County Foundation, 
and the Friends of the Library. 
The program not only helps 
prepare children for school, but 
instills the value of reading and 
life-long learning. For more infor-
mation visit the Wells County 
Public Library’s website at www.
wellscolibrary.org and click on 
the “Children” section.

At right, Asher Moser (hold-
ing his prize book “Brown Bear, 

Brown Bear, What Do You See?) 
is pictured with his family, from 

left grandmother-Liz Moser; dad-
Jaron Moser; sister- Aubrie Moser; 

mom-Jacie Moser; and grandfa-
ther-Terry Moser.

Friends of Ouabache 
State Park will be hosting 
a Fall Festival on Satur-
day, Oct. 19, with events 
throughout the day.

8-10 a.m.: Pancake and 
Sausage Breakfast, Trials 
End Shelter. Free will dona-
tion.

8 a.m.-4 p.m.: Santa’s 
Shop, Trails End Shel-
ter. Hand crafted items to 
remember your visit to Oua-
bache State Park. (Check 
and cash only.)

Noon-4 p.m: Halloween 
Scavenger Hunt beginning 
at the Trials End Shelter. No 
fee to participate. Come to 
the shelter to receive a clue 
card to locate signs of the 
season throughout the park 
taking a selfie at each site 
and return the completed 
card for a chance to win 
prizes.

1 p.m.: Cider Press at 
the Campground Shelter’s 
west end. Watch the press 
in operation and have a free 

sample of the cider.
2 p.m.: Cornhole Tour-

ney at the Bouche Ball 
Court in the Campground. 
Names will be drawn to 
form teams once everyone 
is registered at 2 p.m. No fee 
to enter and winners will be 
awarded prizes.

Fall Festival at Ouabache State Park

“We are Senior Citizens 
working with Senior Citizens”

Jerry Flack
Julie Myers

& 

of

Associates
101 N. Main St. 

Blu� ton, IN 
Corner of Main & Market

MARKET PLACE (UNDER 65) PLANS
ASK ABOUT SPECIAL ENROLLMENT TIMES

This will be the 29th year 
for Purdue University Fort 
Wayne to sponsor the free 
Omnibus Lecture Series 
presented at the Auer Per-
formance Hall at Purdue 
University in Fort Wayne.

Speakers have been 
selected including a politi-
cal journalist, an author who 
has written about grief and a 
marketing professor/execu-
tive.

Oct. 24: Michael Barba-
ro, New York political jour-
nalist (tickets available now)

Nov. 19: Luke Russert, 
(son of Tim Russert of Meet 
the Press fame), dealing 
with grief

Feb. 17: Marcus Collins, 
marketing information

Tickets to the programs 
are free and available two 
weeks before the date with 
more information at pfw.
edu/omnibus.

PFW’s Omnibus speakers announced

Contracted Beautician
Team Teacher - Kinder Haus
PRN (As-Needed) Receptionist
Healthcare Hostess
Evening Food Service Aides
Full-Time Residential Activities
Assistant
CNAs For 2nd and 3rd Shifts
Part-Time Residential/Assisted
Living Nurse 
Part-Time Residential/Assisted
Living Qualified Medication Aide
(QMA) 
Full-Time Healthcare QMAs/Nurses 
PRN Healthcare QMAs/Nurses
Contracted Instructor - Arthur &
Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion
Contracted Evening Swimming
Lesson Instructor - Arthur & Gloria
Muselman Wellness Pavilion

Current Opportunities!

Scan the QR code for full job
descriptions or to apply online!

J o i n  o ur
te

a
m

!

Healthcare Hostess
Evening Food Service Aides
Full-Time Residential Activities
Assistant
CNAs For 2nd and 3rd Shifts and
Candidates For September 2024
CNA Class
Part-Time Residential/Assisted
Living Nurse 
Part-Time Residential/Assisted
Living Qualified Medication Aide
(QMA) 
Full-Time Healthcare QMAs/Nurses 
PRN Healthcare QMAs/Nurses
Contracted Instructor - Arthur &
Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion
Contracted Evening Swimming
Lesson Instructor - Arthur & Gloria
Muselman Wellness Pavilion

Swiss Village

Current Opportunities!

Scan the QR code for full job
descriptions or to apply online!

Ready for a fall family photo?
Fall may just be the perfect time to catch a photo of the grand-
kids or the family and Ouabache State Park has just the right 
place to pose for it. Near the shelter by the lake they have set 
up a fall “photo booth” for just such an opportunity. (And some 
of the leaves are beginning to color as well.) (Photo by Barbara 
Barbieri)

A Senior Citizen’s Din-
ner will be hosted by 
the New Hope Lutheran 
Church in Ossian on Thurs-
day, Nov. 7, at 11 :30 a.m.

Theme for the day will 
be a “Salute to Our Vet-
erans” with the program 
to be presented by Arlene 

Stoller.
A free will offering will 

defray the costs. Reserva-
tions please to 260-415-
1462 or 250-223-4830 call-
ing or texting.

The church is located 
at 8824 N State Road 1, 
Ossian.

Senior dinner to salute veterans
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FOOTBALL
High School

AP Poll
Class 6A

1.    Brownsburg (8-0)  
2.    Lawrence North (8-0)  
3.    Crown Point (8-0)   
4.    Westfield (7-1)   
5.    Indpls Cathedral (5-2)   
6.    Warren Central (7-1)  
7.    Elkhart (7-1)    
8.    Columbus North (7-1)   
9.    Center Grove (5-3)    
10.    Carroll (Fort Wayne) (6-2)   
Others receiving votes: 11, Franklin 

Central 24. 12, Hamilton Southeastern 
2.

Class 5A
1.    Concord (8-0)   
2.    Lafayette Jeff (8-0)   
3.    Merrillville (7-1)   
4.    Decatur Central (5-2)   
5.    Plainfield (7-1)  
6.    E. Central (6-2)   
(tie)    Castle (7-1) 
8.    Bloomington North (6-2)
9.    Valparaiso (5-3)    32    9
10.    Warsaw (5-3)    28    NR
Others receiving votes: 11, Floyd 

Central 12. 12, Chesterton 6.
Class 4A

1.    New Palestine  (7-0) 
2.    Martinsville (8-0) 
3.    Indpls Chatard (6-1)    
4.    E. Noble (7-1)    
5.    Columbia City (7-1)  
6.    Mishawaka (6-2)   
7.    Indpls Brebeuf (6-2)    
8.    Leo (6-2)
9.    Ev. Reitz (6-2)    
(tie)    Danville (7-1)    
Others receiving votes: 11, 

Logansport 18. 12, Culver Academy 
14. 13, Greenfield 10. 14, Indpls Ron-
calli 10. 15, Northview 8.

Class 3A

1.    Evansville Memorial (8-0)  
2.    Heritage Hills (7-1)    
3.    Mississinewa (8-0) 
4.    Garrett (8-0)    122    
5.    Lawrenceburg (7-1)    
6.    Ev. Mater Dei (7-1)  
7.    Maconaquah (8-0)    
8.    Cascade (8-0) 
9.    Gibson Southern (6-2)    
10.    W. Noble (7-1)   
Others receiving votes: 11, Griffith 

20. 12, Ft. Wayne Luers 10. 13, Heri-
tage 8. 14, Southridge 4.

Class 2A
1.    Brownstown (8-0)   
2.    Lafayette Catholic (7-0) 
3.    Indpls Lutheran (7-1)  
4.    Adams Central (7-1)    
5.    Paoli (8-0)   
(tie)    Western Boone (7-1)    
7.    S. Vermillion (8-0) 
8.    Triton Central (6-2)    
9.    Linton (6-2)    
10.    Northeastern (8-0)    40    NR
Others receiving votes: 11, N. Posey 

26. 12, Heritage Christian 26. 13, Mon-
rovia 14. 14, Rochester 14.

Class 1A
1.    N. Judson (8-0)   
2.    Providence (7-0)   
(tie)    Carroll (Flora) (8-0)  
4.    Madison-Grant (8-0)  
5.    N. Decatur (7-1)   
6.    Springs Valley (7-1)    
7.    S. Putnam (6-2)   
8.    Frontier (7-0)    
9.    Triton (6-2)    
10.    N. Vermillion (7-1)    22    NR
Others receiving votes: 11, Pioneer 

12. 12, Milan 6. 13, Tri 4.

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA

Buffalo 4 2 0 .667 165 126
Miami 2 3 0 .400 60 113

N.Y. Jets 2 4 0 .333 113 108
New England 1 5 0 .167 83 143

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Houston 5 1 0 .833 143 135
Indianapolis 3 3 0 .500 139 139
Tennessee 1 4 0 .200 96 110
Jacksonville 1 5 0 .167 113 178

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 4 2 0 .667 177 149
Pittsburgh 4 2 0 .667 124 86
Cincinnati 2 4 0 .333 157 152
Cleveland 1 5 0 .167 95 141

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

Kansas City 5 0 0 1.000 118 85
L.A. Chargers 3 2 0 .600 91 66
Denver 3 3 0 .500 112 96
Las Vegas 2 4 0 .333 109 163

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Washington 4 2 0 .667 178 145
Philadelphia 3 2 0 .600 106 112
Dallas 3 3 0 .500 126 168
N.Y. Giants 2 4 0 .333 96 121

South
 W L T Pct PF PA

Atlanta 4 2 0 .667 149 135
Tampa Bay 4 2 0 .667 178 141
New Orleans 2 4 0 .333 167 147
Carolina 1 5 0 .167 103 203

North
 W L T Pct PF PA

Minnesota 5 0 0 1.000 139 76
Detroit 4 1 0 .800 151 91
Chicago 4 2 0 .667 148 101
Green Bay 4 2 0 .667 162 121

West
 W L T Pct PF PA

San Francisco 3 3 0 .500 162 130
Seattle 3 3 0 .500 146 150
Arizona 2 4 0 .333 133 163
L.A. Rams 1 4 0 .200 94 139

Thursday’s Games
San Francisco 36, Seattle 24

Sunday’s Games
Chicago 35, Jacksonville 16, Lon-

don, GBR
Baltimore 30, Washington 23
Green Bay 34, Arizona 13
Houston 41, New England 21
Indianapolis 20, Tennessee 17
Philadelphia 20, Cleveland 16
Tampa Bay 51, New Orleans 27
L.A. Chargers 23, Denver 16
Pittsburgh 32, Las Vegas 13
Atlanta 38, Carolina 20
Detroit 47, Dallas 9
Cincinnati 17, N.Y. Giants 7
Open: Kansas City, Miami, L.A. 

Rams, Minnesota
Monday’s Games

Buffalo 32, N.Y. Jets 20
Thursday, Oct. 17

Denver at New Orleans, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 20

New England vs Jacksonville at 
London, GBR, 9:30 a.m.

Cincinnati at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Houston at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
Miami at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Washington, 4:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at L.A. Rams, 4:05 p.m.
Kansas City at San Francisco, 4:25 

p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Pittsburgh, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Chicago, Dallas

Monday, Oct. 21
Baltimore at Tampa Bay, 8:15 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Arizona, 9 p.m.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

WNBA Finals
(Best-of-5) No. 2 Minnesota 1, No. 

1 New York 1
Thursday, Oct. 10: Minnesota 95, 

New York 93, OT

Sunday, Oct. 13: New York 80, 
Minnesota 66

Wednesday, Oct. 16: New York at 
Minnesota, 8 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 18: New York at Min-
nesota, 8 p.m.

x-Sunday, Oct. 20: Minnesota at 
New York, 8 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-7)

American League
New York 2, Cleveland 0
Monday, Oct. 14: New York 5, 

Cleveland 2
Tuesday, Oct. 15: New York 6, 

Cleveland 3
Thursday, Oct. 17: New York 

(Schmidt 5-5) at Cleveland, 5:08 p.m. 
(TBS, truTV, and Max)

Friday, Oct. 18: New York (Gil 15-7) 
at Cleveland, 8:08 p.m. (TBS, truTV, 
and Max)

x-Saturday, Oct. 19: New York at 
Cleveland, 8:08 p.m. (TBS, truTV, 
and Max)

x-Monday, Oct. 21: Cleveland at 
New York, 5:08 p.m. (TBS, truTV, 
and Max)

x-Tuesday, Oct. 22: Cleveland at 
New York, 7:38 p.m. (TBS, truTV, 
and Max)

National League
Los Angeles 1, New York 1
Sunday, Oct. 13: Los Angeles 9, 

New York 0
Monday, Oct. 14: New York 7, Los 

Angeles 3
Wednesday, Oct. 16: Los Angeles 

(Buehler 1-6) at New York (Severino 
11-7), 8:08 p.m. (FS1)

Thursday, Oct.17: Los Angeles 
(Yamamoto 7-2) at New York, 8:08 
p.m. (FOX and FS1)

Friday, Oct. 18: Los Angeles at 
New York, 5:08 p.m. (FOX and FS1)

x-Sunday, Oct. 20: New York at Los 
Angeles, 8:08 p.m. (FOX and FS1)

x-Monday, Oct. 21: New York at Los 
Angeles, 8:08 p.m. (FOX and FS1)

HOCKEY
NHL

Monday’s Games
New Jersey 3, Utah 0
Florida 4, Boston 3
Ottawa 8, Los Angeles 7, OT
N.Y. Rangers 4, Detroit 1
Pittsburgh 6, Montreal 3
N.Y. Islanders 6, Colorado 2

Tuesday’s Games
Carolina 4, New Jersey 2
Washington 4, Vegas 2
Tampa Bay 4, Vancouver 1
Florida 4, Columbus 3
Minnesota 4, St. Louis 1
San Jose at Dallas, late
Seattle at Nashville, late
Chicago at Calgary, late
Philadelphia at Edmonton, late

Wednesday’s Games
Buffalo at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Boston at Colorado, 9:30 p.m.
Utah at Anaheim, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Buffalo at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Washington, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Montreal, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at Florida, 7 p.m.
Vegas at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Edmonton at Nashville, 8 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
San Jose at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Carolina at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

Bluffton graduate Jamie Branyan 
to enter Manchester University 
athletic Hall of Fame for tennis

Bluffton graduate Jamie Branyan will 
be receiving the highest honor from Man-
chester University for his time on the tennis 
courts next week.

The 1995 Bluffton graduate will be 
etched in the Spartans’ Hall of Fame class 
on Oct. 25-26 and will be honored during 
Homecoming.

During his four seasons at Manchester, 
Braynan was a 1999 conference most valu-
able player, No. 3 singles and No. 1 doubles 
conference champion.

At Bluffton, Banyan was the 1994 MVP. 
In 1991, he and doubles teammate Mike 

Hoy went 17-1 and fell in the regional finals 
and helped the Tigers win the sectional 
championship.

He wasn’t just a tennis star in high 
school, but he was also a decorated athlete 
in baseball and swimming, lettering four 
times in baseball, three in tennis and once 
in swimming. As a baseball player, Bran-
yan was all-ACAC in 1995 and won the 
team’s MVP. He also won the Tigers’ Most 
Improved Award.

His athletic success earned him the 1995 
Rotary Club National Athletic Scholarship 
Society award.

Norwell netted five members to the 
Northeast 8 Conference boys’ soccer award 
list.

Kyler Morris picked up first team at for-
ward, while three were on the second team: 

Hudson Gerbers (midfield), Eli Randol 
(defender) and Philip Gaier (goalie). Noah 
Schamerloh was honorable mention.

The Knights finished 2-5 in the confer-
ence overall.

Knights get 5 soccer players on 
NE8’s all-conference award list

WEDNESDAY, OCT 16
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, OCT 17
VOLLEYBALL: (Sectional) Bluffton vs. 

Whitko at Woodlan, 6 p.m.; Southern Wells at 
Daleville, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCT 18
FOOTBALL: Franklin County at Bluffton, 

7:30 p.m.; Columbia City at Norwell, 7 p.m.; 
South Adams at Southern Wells, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY,  OCT 19
CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): (Sectional) 

Bluffton, Norwell, Southern Wells at Taylor, 10 
a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: New Haven at Norwell, 10 
a.m.

High School Calendar

By DENNIS WASZAK Jr. 
AP Pro Football Writer

Aaron Rodgers and Davante 
Adams are finally reunited after 
more than two years of separa-
tion and one year of speculation 
— and now they’ll try to save the 
New York Jets’ sinking season.

The Jets acquired the dis-
gruntled Adams from the Las 
Vegas Raiders on Tuesday, send-
ing a conditional third-round pick 
in next year’s draft, which could 
become a second-rounder.

“We’re back, man,” Adams said while 
briefly joining Rodgers at the Jets’ facility 
in Florham Park, New Jersey, for the quar-
terback’s weekly appearance on “The Pat 
McAfee Show.” “We’re back.”

The deal was agreed upon Tuesday 
morning and was contingent on Adams 
passing his physical. The teams announced 

the trade a few hours later.
“Obviously, I’m really excited,” 

said Rodgers, who spoke to Adams 
a few hours after the Jets’ 23-20 
loss to Buffalo on Monday night 
and the wide receiver told him he 
was joining him in New York.

“I love Tae,” the quarterback 
added. “He’s a phenomenal play-
er and a dear friend.”

The 31-year-old Adams imme-
diately boosts a Jets offense that 

has been inconsistent through the 
first part of the season. The three-time All-
Pro joins Garrett Wilson to give Rodgers 
two No. 1-caliber wide receivers to throw 
to, complementing fellow receivers Mike 
Williams, Allen Lazard and Xavier Gipson, 
tight end Tyler Conklin and running backs 
Breece Hall and Braelon Allen.

“It’s on us now,” Rodgers said. “We’re 
going all in.”

By ERIC OLSON 
AP College Football Writer

First-year coach Curt Cignetti promised 
a new and improved Indiana, and he has 
delivered with the unbeaten Hoosiers off to 
their best start since 1967.

The Hoosiers have already doubled their 
win total from last season, and for that they 
earned four of the 10 Associated Press Big 
Ten midseason awards.

Nine AP writers who cover the confer-
ence voted 16th-ranked Indiana the most 
surprising Big Ten team of the first half of 
the season, Cignetti the top coach and quar-
terback Kurtis Rourke the top first-year 
transfer and most surprising player.

Since 1968, the season after its only Rose 
Bowl appearance, Indiana has finished with 
just 12 winning records and never won more 
than eight games. The Hoosiers went 14-7 
in 2019-20 but slipped back to 9-27 the next 
three seasons.

Enter Cignetti, who at 63 has his first 
head coaching job in a power conference. 
He arrived after going 52-9 in five seasons 
at James Madison and flipped the Indiana 
roster with 54 newcomers, half of them 
transfers. Of the 27 transfers, 13 followed 
him from James Madison.

The one who has made the biggest 
impact came from Ohio: Rourke, a sixth-
year player who has made a better-than-
expected transition from the Mid-American 
Conference to the Big Ten. His 292 yards 
passing per game rank second in the league, 
he’s tied for the lead with 14 touchdown 
passes, and his 73.8% completion rate is 
third in the country. He’s the first Indiana 
quarterback to throw for three TDs in three 
Big Ten games since Harry Gonso in that 
magical ‘67 season.

Rourke operates an offense that averages 
516 yards and 48 points per game and leads 
the Big Ten with 32 pass plays of 20 yards 
or longer.

TOP OFFENSIVE PLAYER
Dillon Gabriel, Oregon. The quarterback 

who transferred from Oklahoma for his final 
season has completed 76% of his passes 
for 298 yards per game. He’s thrown for at 

least two TDs in every game and has a total 
of 13. His 1.5% interception rate (3 on 201 
attempts) is tied for fifth-best among the 
power-conference quarterbacks with at least 
200 attempts, according to Sportradar.

Last week, he threw for 341 yards and 
two touchdowns and ran for another score 
in the second-ranked Ducks’ 32-31 win over 
Ohio State in a top-five matchup.

TOP DEFENSIVE PLAYER
Mason Graham, Michigan. The defen-

sive tackle has lived up to his preseason AP 
All-America billing and is building his NFL 
draft stock. He regularly has contended with 
double-teams and, according to Pro Football 
Focus, has played no fewer than 46 snaps 
in five of the Wolverines’ six games. He 
played more than 46 in only one game last 
season.

Graham, who teams with Kenneth Grant 
to form one of the nation’s top defensive 
line duos, has 3.5 sacks, four tackles for loss 
and 21 tackles. His PFF rating is eighth-
highest among FBS interior linemen and 
third-highest in the Big Ten.

TOP TRUE FRESHMAN
Jeremiah Smith, Ohio State. The wide 

receiver averages 17.3 yards on his 32 catch-
es and 92 yards per game, the second-best 
numbers by a freshman behind Alabama star 
Ryan Williams. Physical and able to pick up 
yards after the catch, Smith caught a season-
high nine balls for 100 yards and a touch-
down last week while being covered by top 
Oregon CB Jabbar Muhammad.

MOST DISAPPOINTED TEAM
Southern California has found life in the 

Big Ten challenging, to say the least. The 
season started out with a neutral-site win 
over LSU, but now the Trojans are 3-3 over-
all, 1-3 in the Big Ten and out of College 
Football Playoff contention.

USC was No. 11 in the AP Top 25 just two 
weeks ago after erasing a double-digit deficit 
to beat Wisconsin. But a bad loss at Minne-
sota was followed by last week’s home over-
time loss to Penn State in a game in which it 
led or was tied the final 49 minutes of regu-
lation. This week the Trojans go to Maryland 
for their longest road trip of the season.

By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer
ATLANTA (AP) — 

NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell said the league 
is still reviewing the lat-
est claims of sexual assault 
and battery against Deshaun 
Watson.

The Cleveland Browns 
quarterback resolved the 
civil lawsuit filed against 
him by the woman but that 
doesn’t preclude him from 
being disciplined by the 
league.

“We’re continuing our 
review like we would,” 
Goodell said Tuesday at the 
conclusion of the league’s 
fall meeting. “As you know, 
we take the personal con-
duct policy seriously so our 
people are working diligent-
ly.”

The league, per stan-
dard procedure, has sought 
to interview the plaintiff 

through her lawyer, Tony 
Buzbee.

Watson was suspend-
ed for the first 11 games 
in 2022 for violating the 
league’s personal conduct 
policy after more than two 
dozen women accused him 
of sexual assault and inap-
propriate conduct during 
massage therapy sessions.

Watson was also fined 
$5 million and had to under-
go mandatory evaluation 
before he was reinstated by 
the league.

The latest lawsuit was 
filed on Sept. 9 in Harris 
County, Texas. The uniden-
tified woman alleged Wat-
son had sexually assaulted 
her in 2020 while on a din-
ner date in her apartment. 
She was seeking damages in 
excess of $1 million.

Watson, who is in his 
third season with Cleve-
land after being acquired 

in a controversial trade 
from Houston, had strongly 
denied the allegations. The 
29-year-old has previously 
settled nearly two dozen 
civil lawsuits.

Watson has struggled in 
Cleveland after the Browns 
traded a slew of draft picks 
to get him and gave him a 
$230 million guaranteed 
contract. The Browns are 
1-5 this season and some 
fans are calling for the team 
to bench Watson in favor of 
backup Jameis Winston.

Raiders trade WR Davante Adams 
to Jets, reunites with his former 
Packers’ QB Aaron Rodgers

Commissioner Roger Goodell 
says league still reviewing latest 
claims against Deshaun Watson

Davante Adams

Unbeaten Hoosiers, Cignetti and QB 
dominate B10 midseason awards

New York Yankees jump ahead 2-0 
on Cleveland Guardians in the ALCS

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Aaron Judge hit 
a two-run drive into Monument Park for his 
first home run of this postseason, and the New 
York Yankees beat the Cleveland Guardians 
6-3 on Tuesday night to take a 2-0 AL Cham-
pionship Series lead.

Judge, who entered with just one RBI in 
the playoffs, hit a sacrifice fly in a two-run 
second that put the Yankees ahead 3-0. With 
New York leading 4-2 lead in the seventh, the 
likely AL MVP drove a fastball at the letters 
from Hunter Gaddis 414 feet to center for his 
14th career postseason home run.

In a matchup of aces who had off nights, 
Cleveland’s Tanner Bibee got just just four 
outs in the shortest start of his professional 
career and an erratic Gerrit Cole was chased 
after four walks in 4 1/3 innings.

Winner Clay Holmes, Tim Hill and 
Tommy Kahnle combined for 3 2/3 scoreless 
innings. José Ramírez hit a ninth-inning home 
run off Luke Weaver, just the second earned 
run New York’s bullpen has allowed over 23 
1/3 innings in six postseason games.

After a day off, Game 3 is Thursday in 
Cleveland. The Yankees lead the ALCS 2-0 
for the first time since 2009 against the Los 
Angeles Angels.

New York’s Gleyber Torres reached base 
leading off for the fifth time in the playoffs 
and had three hits. Anthony Rizzo had two 

hits and is 3 for 7 in two games since return-
ing from a pair of fractured fingers that caused 
him to miss the Division Series.

Rookie shortstop Brayan Rocchio and 
right fielder Will Brennan committed run-
scoring errors for the Guardians.

Rocchio dropped Judge’s first-inning 
popup, allowing Torres to score. After Cleve-
land closed to 3-2, Brennan bobbled the ball 
when he tried for a barehand pickup of Riz-
zo’s sixth-inning double that caromed off the 
low wall down the right-field line. Anthony 
Volpe, who had been on first, sprinted home.

Steven Kwan extended his Cleveland-
record postseason hitting streak to 12 games.

Alex Verdugo had a opposite-field RBI 
double in the two-run second that glanced off 
a shoulder of left field umpire Vic Carapazza 
and went down the line.

Cleveland closed to 3-2 in the fifth when 
Josh Naylor hit a sacrifice fly and, after Holmes 
relieved with the bases loaded, Will Brennan 
grounded into a run-scoring forceout.

Cleveland went 0 for 7 with runners in 
scoring position and stranded 11 runners.

Cole escaped two-on, one-out trouble in 
the third and then a bases-loaded, one-out 
jam in the fourth when pinch-hitter David Fry 
fouled out and Rocchio took a knuckle curve 
at the top of the strike zone for a called third 
strike in a nine-pitch at-bat.

Holmes struck out Austin Hedges on low 
sinker to leave the bases loaded in the fifth.
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Feeling forgotten
Dear Annie: I have read the letters 

from the grandmothers who are feel-
ing left out. I am in the same situa-
tion. My mother always told me that 
when your son marries, he will be 
more connected with the wife’s fam-
ily. I have found that it is true. They 
have not forgotten us. We get our 
share of holidays and are acknowl-
edged on birthdays, anniversaries, 
etc. But while their house has a wide 
selection of photos of her parents, 
nieces and nephews, etc., and all the 
events and trips they take together, 
there’s none of my son’s side of the 
family. I have had everyone at photo 
shoots and paid for pictures for every-
one. but they are nowhere to be seen. 
Perhaps they are hanging in a closet. 

I love my son, daughter-in-law and 
grandson but do feel we are not equal 
to the other side. I am glad my moth-
er warned me, and I just love them 
and take what we get. I did bring him 
up to be independent, and we don’t 
interfere but are always there when 
needed. I am glad they are happy and 
will never bring this up for fear of 
causing them a problem. — A Son’s 
Mother.

Dear Son’s Mother: You sound 
like a wonderful mother, and I want 
to share your letter to remind sons 
to reach out to their moms. It’s not 
just the responsibility of their wives. 
Below is a letter that highlights what 
a daughter-in-law might be thinking.

Dear Annie: I’ve seen several let-
ters from grandmothers who feel 
hurt because they don’t see their 
grandchildren as much as they’d 
like. Often, the daughters-in-law are 
blamed for this, but the sons are rare-
ly mentioned.

As a daughter-in-law, here’s some-
thing I wish I could share:

Your son is not always making 

plans or staying 
in touch. I under-
stand that you 
may feel left out, 
but putting the 
blame on your 
daughter-in-law 
can strain things 
further.

Your son is 
an adult, and 
while I love and 
support  him, 
it’s important 
to remember that he is fully capable 
of managing his own relationships, 
including the one with you. Expect-
ing me to handle it on his behalf not 
only creates unnecessary tension but 
also diminishes his role in the rela-
tionship.

I value my in-laws and encourage 
my husband to stay connected. I often 
suggest visiting for the holidays, but 
ultimately, the decision is his. If he 
took the initiative, I would be more 
than happy to go along. But it’s 
important that he takes the lead when 
it comes to his family.

Like many, I juggle work, house-
hold duties and children, and it can be 
overwhelming at times. Please know 
it’s not a lack of care on my part, but 
it’s difficult to maintain everything. If 
you’re feeling hurt, the best person to 
talk to is your son.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheat-
ing Partner?” features favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation. It is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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out of bad situations
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WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

700 Club 
Interactive 

Life Today 
with 

Robert
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Founda-
tion 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Survivor (N) The Summit "Snakes and Ladd" (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Midnight 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Blue Bloods "Shoot the 
Messenger" 

Blue Bloods "Power of 
the Press" 

Blue Bloods "Under the 
Gun" 

Blue Bloods "Sins of the 
Father" 

Blue Bloods "Baggage" Blue Bloods "Home 
Sweet Home" 

Blue Bloods "Love 
Stories" 

Blue Bloods "The Poor 
Door" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

The Golden Bachelorette (N) Abbott (N) Scamanda "Stage 2: All 
About Amanda" (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Chicago Med "Blurred 
Lines" (N) 

Chicago Fire "Through 
the Skin" (N) 

Chicago P.D. "The 
After" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline Dateline Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 

News (N) 
Sullivan's Crossing
"Confessions" (N) 

Joan (N) Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
NOVA "Solar System: 
Strange Worlds" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

LIFE Ahead
(N) 

Big Cats 24/7 (F) (N) NOVA "Solar System: 
Volcano Worlds" (N) 

Secrets "The 
Herculaneum Scrolls" (N)

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Big Cats 24/7

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
NOVA "Solar System: 
Strange Worlds" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Big Cats 24/7 (F) (N) NOVA "Solar System: 
Volcano Worlds" (N) 

Secrets "The 
Herculaneum Scrolls" (N)

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Big Cats 24/7

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang The Masked Singer (N) The Floor (N) FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
Castle "The Mistress 
Always Spanks Twice" 

Castle "Tick, Tick, Tick 
..." 

Castle "Boom!" Castle "Wrapped Up in 
Death" 

Castle "The Late Shaft" (:05) Castle "Den of 
Thieves" 

(:05) Castle "Food to Die 
For" 

Castle "Wrapped Up in 
Death" 

FX 24 132 136 148 (3:00) < Man of Steel <++ Venom (‘18) Michelle Williams, Tom Hardy. <++ Venom: Let There Be Carnage Tom Hardy. Grotesquerie (N) Grotesquerie Grotesquerie

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E! 26 142 114 236 
The Office The Office The Office 

"Sabre" 
The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Villains "Crimes Against 

Reality (Television)" 
House of Villains E! News Botched "Foreign 

Bodies" 
Botched 

PARMT 30 241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

< Movie < Movie

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) Clutch: The NBA 

Playoffs 
Countd-
own (L) (N)

WNBA Game 3: Teams TBA Women's basketball 
action from the 2024 WNBA Finals. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt
(L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) Around (N) Pardon (N) College Football Western Kentucky at Sam Houston State (L) (N) One More Fight Life Fight Life Fight Life Baseball Ngannou 

FSMW 33 418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory NASCAR Race Rewind

2023 South Point 400 
In the 
Spotlight 

Focused NASCAR Race Rewind
2023 South Point 400 

United Fight Alliance
UFA 393 - CFC 19, Part 1

Facing 
Waves 

Life
Phoenix (N)

FIBA 
Basketball

Sports 
Stars 

Warehouse Games 

USA 34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Man Up" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Man Down" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Zero Tolerance" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Accredo" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Hell's Kitchen" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Mea Culpa" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Dear Ben" 

The Anonymous
"Buzzed Off" 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
Expedition Unknown 
"Africa's Gold Hoard" 

Expedition "The Quest 
for El Dorado" 

Expedition "Uncovering 
the Golden City" 

Expedition "Hunt for 
Petra's Lost Tombs" 

Expedition Unknown
(N) 

Monster "Snow Beast of 
Ruby Creek" (N) 

Destinations of
"Cursed Shores" (N) 

Expedition "Hunt for 
Petra's Lost Tombs" 

TLC 36 73 183 280 Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper Take My Tumor Take My Tumor Take My Tumor Botched "Butt Out" Take My Tumor

HIST 38 77 120 269 
American Pickers "Big 
Tex" 

American Pickers
"Return of the Impala" 

American Pickers
"Fiddles and Picks" 

American Pickers "Evel 
Empire" 

Pickers "Wolfemen vs. 
The Automatons" (N) 

(:05) Forged in Fire (:05) American Pickers
"Picking the Godfather" 

(:05) Pickers "Wolfemen 
vs. The Automatons" 

A&E 39 134 118 265 Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Fugitives Fugitives CourtCam CourtCam CourtCam CourtCam 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
< Two Tickets to Paradise (2022, Romance) Ryan 
Paevey, Mary-Margaret Humes, Ashley Williams. 

< The Sweetest Heart (2018, Romance) Chris 
McNally, Tammy Gillis, Julie Gonzalo. 

< Snowkissed (2021, Romance) Chris McNally,
Amy Groening, Jen Lilley. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(4:35) <+ Halloween II (2009, Horror) Tyler Mane,
Sheri Moon Zombie, Malcolm McDowell. 

<+ Winchester (2018, Horror) Jason Clarke, Sarah 
Snook, Helen Mirren. 

<++ The Forever Purge (2021, Action) Josh 
Lucas, Tenoch Huerta, Ana de la Reguera. 

(:05) <++ Moonfall (2022, Sci-Fi) Patrick Wilson, 
John Bradley, Halle Berry. 

TBS 43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (L) (N) Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
(4:15) <+ Grown Ups 2 (‘13) Kevin 
James, Chris Rock, Adam Sandler. 

NHL on 
TNT (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Buffalo Sabres at Pittsburgh Penguins From PPG 
Paints Arena in Pittsburgh. (L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Boston Bruins at Colorado Avalanche From Ball Arena in Denver.
(L) (N) 

Post-Game 
(L) (N) 

AMC 45 131 254 
(3:45) <++ The Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre 

<++ Jeepers Creepers (2001, Horror) Justin 
Long, Jonathan Breck, Gina Philips. 

<+ Halloween: Resurrection (2002, Horror) Brad 
Loree, Busta Rhymes, Jamie Lee Curtis. 

<++ Child's Play (2019, Horror) Mark Hamill,
Gabriel Bateman, Aubrey Plaza. 

<++ The First Purge 
(‘18) Y'lan Noel. 

COM 47 107 249 The Office The Office Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Everybody Everybody Daily Show Everybody Family Guy Family Guy 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
Speak Joy Taylor, Keyshawn Johnson and Paul 
Pierce discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

To Be Announced To Be Announced Programming to be announced. To Be Announced The Joel 
Klatt Show

NFL Films 
(N) 

WGN 53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE 57 128 260 NCIS "Guilty Pleasure" NCIS "Moonlighting" NCIS "Obsession" NCIS "Borderland" NCIS "Patriot Down" NCIS "Rule Fifty-One" NCIS NCIS "Worst Nightmare" 

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Grocery (N) Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games 
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 Housewives SLC Housewives SLC Housewives SLC Housewives SLC Housewives SLC (N) Housewives SLC Housewives/NYC Housewives 
NICK 68 170 299 SpongeBob < A Really Haunted Loud House Loud House Slimetime Patrick SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug Hamster & Hamster & Wizards Wizards Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(:10) <++++ Tim Burton's The 
Nightmare Before Christmas 

(:50) <++ The Haunted Mansion (2003, Comedy)
Terence Stamp, Wallace Shawn, Eddie Murphy. 

(:50) <++ Hocus Pocus (1993, Children) Sarah Jessica Parker,
Kathy Najimy, Bette Midler. 

The 700 Club Boy Meets 
World 

Boy Meets 
World 

HBO  301 300 501 
(:05) The Penguin (:05) The 

Franchise 
(:35) <+++ War for the Planet of the Apes (2017, Sci-Fi)
Woody Harrelson, Steve Zahn, Andy Serkis. 

I Am Not a Monster: The Lois Riess 
Murders (N) 

(:25) My Brilliant Friend I Am Not a Monster: The Lois Riess 
Murders 

MAX  325 310 515 
(:15) <+++ Gangs of New York (2002, History) Daniel Day-Lewis, Cameron 
Diaz, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

<+++ Deadpool (‘16) Morena 
Baccarin, Ed Skrein, Ryan Reynolds. 

(:50) <+++ Cedar Rapids (‘11) John 
C. Reilly, Anne Heche, Ed Helms. 

(:15) <+++ American Honey (2016, Comedy 
Drama) Riley Keough, Shia LaBeouf, Sasha Lane. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:30) <+ The Wicker 
Man (‘06) Nicolas Cage. 

(:15) < Prospect (2018, Sci-Fi) Sophie Thatcher, Jay 
Duplass, Pedro Pascal. 

(:55) <++ The Day After Tomorrow (2004, 
Action) Jake Gyllenhaal, Ian Holm, Dennis Quaid. 

<+ The Divergent Series: Allegiant (2016, Sci-
Fi) Theo James, Naomi Watts, Shailene Woodley. 

<+++ The Wolf of 
Wall Street 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:30) <++ A Very 
Brady Sequel (P) 

<+++ Truth (2015, Drama) Robert Redford,
Topher Grace, Cate Blanchett. 

(:05) < Resistance: 1942 (2021, War) Jason Patric,
Judd Hirsch, Cary Elwes. 

<++ The Current War: Director's 
Cut (‘19) Benedict Cumberbatch. 

(:45) <+++ Cold in July (‘14) Sam 
Shepard, Michael C. Hall. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Is it wrong 
to look on the bright 
side of life when things 
go bad? My friends say 
I live in a fantasy world 
but it seems like we need 
to try harder to see that 
good can even come out 
of bad things. Is that fan-
tasy or hope? – F.H.

Answer: Some equate 
hope as a fanciful wish. 
But the word explodes 
with confidence to 
believe in something 
greater than ourselves. 
Hope is not found in 
things, but in God who is 
the Giver of hope.

Good things can 
come out of bad situa-
tions. While it is wise to 
be realistic, we must be 
careful not to dampen 
the spirit of hope due 

to lack of faith in 
what God wants to 
accomplish in each 
person’s life. After 

all, hope is a gift. When 
hope is present, despair 
departs.

We know that dark-
ness does not remain, for 
the sun breaks through 
the night. Every morn-
ing without fail the sun 
peeks over the horizon. 
God is the Light and cre-
ates the light whether in 
the flicker of a flame, a 
sunray, a moonbeam, or 
the twinkle of the stars 
in the heavens. And the 
flicker of life in the soul 
is hope.

A con tempora ry 
philosopher, the late 
Richard Rorty, claimed 
that hope placed in the 
promise of Jesus Christ 
returning to Earth has 
failed because Jesus has 

not returned. This phi-
losopher believed a new 
document of promise 
was needed for hope to 
exist again. But there is 
a document of promise 
that has never grown 
old. It’s new every morn-
ing. Jesus is Earth’s only 
hope. He came to unlock 
the door of our souls. 
“My flesh also will rest 
in hope” (Psalm 16:9, 
NKJV).

Hope is an unseen 
commodity that pays 
dividends while we still 
live. God bless those 
who live in hope, for it 
pleases the Lord.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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EmploymEnt
Help Wanted

TOWN OF WARREN, Indi-
ana Hiring Utility Manager.
An application period for the
position of full time Utility
Manager is now open
through October 15, 2024,
due to retirement. Depart-
ments to oversee include wa-
ter, sewer, electric, parks and
streets. Duties include em-
ployee management, project
planning, maintenance of
positive relationships with the
public, all employees and of-
ficers of the Town, represen-
tation at workshops and
meetings, scheduling of regu-
lar day to day and long term
operations. The position is a
mix of office and field work.
Must hold at least a WT3 or
DSM license, have at least
eight years experience with
managerial a plus. Knowl-
edge of Electric Utility also a
plus. Base pay of $28.50 per
hour adjusted upward based
on experience. Benefit Pack-
age available. For informa-
tion contact Lee Poulson,
Utility Manager, at
260-375-3424 or
utility1@citznet.com or Clerk
Treasurer Marilyn Morrison at
townofwarrenin@gmail.com
at 260-375-2656. Application
form can be found at
warrenindiana.us or by re-
questing through above con-
tacts. Please include resume.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

LOOKING TO HIRE full or part
time for general carpenter.
Must have reliable transporta-
tion, general construction
knowledge, and own tools.
Call Scott at 260-353-9339.

THE CITY OF Bluffton is hiring
for the Tree Crew of the Elec-
tric Department. The minimum
educational requirement is a
high school diploma or equiva-
lent. Applications and a job de-
scription may be obtained in
the Clerk Treasurer's Office,
128 E Market St, Bluffton, IN
from 8:00 am-4:30 pm Monday
-Friday or on the City website
www.blufftonindiana.net

REntals
Office Space Rental
MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
to a line classified ad for an
additional $5. Contact the
News-Banner office at 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, (260)
824-0224, or submit online to
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Lottery Numbers

Public Notice

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 02-12-22-28-
29

Cash4Life —  03-10-24-
26-48, Cash Ball: 04

Quick Draw Midday — 
07-11-14-16-17-22-24-30-
33-34-35-38-48-49-50-64-
65-72-79-80, BE: 30

Daily Three-Midday — 
04-06-04, SB: 08

Daily Three-Evening — 
05-00-00, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday — 
04-09-00-01, SB: 08

Daily Four-Evening — 
07-08-02-05, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening 
— 06-11-12-18-28-35-38-
41-42-51-53-57-62-64-65-
67-70-75-76-78, BE: 35

Hoos ier Lot to  — 
Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $25.6 mil-
lion

MEga MILLIOnS
22-34-44-54-62; Mega 

Ball: 03; Megaplier: 3X. 
POwERbaLL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $408 million
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Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Nov. deadline is 
Tues., Oct. 22!
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THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directory

STATE OF INDIANA  )
  ) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS  )
 IN THE WELLS
 CIRCUIT COURT
 CAUSE NO:

90C01-2409-EU-000032
IN THE MATTER OF THE  )
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF: )
HENRY LEROY HARSHMAN  )

(Deceased)  )
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Adelbert Harshman, Darwin Harsh-
man, and Darol Harshman were 
appointed as Personal Repre-
sentatives of the estate of Henry 
LeRoy Harshman, deceased, on 
September 23, 2024, who died on 
the 16th day of August, 2024.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated September 23, 2024
 Beth Davis

CLERK
COLDREN, FRANTZ & SPRUN-
GER
Attorneys at Law
940 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-4220

nb 10/9, 10/16
hspaxlp

BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 19 - Online Only Personal Prop-
erty - Brandon Steffen, seller. Outstanding luxury home fur-
nishings. Restoration Hardware dining room table and chairs, 
Restoration Hardware bedroom furniture, pottery, barn furniture, 
Crate and Barrel furniture, Kimball baby grand piano, Restoration 
Hardware leather cigar sofa, fine rugs, wall art, lamps and light-
ing, home decor and mirrors, outdoor patio furniture, concrete 
garden fountain, planters, exercise equipment, pet accessories, 
kitchenware, household. Auction preview Oct. 17, 4-6 p.m., 915 
W. Wayne St., Fort Wayne, IN. Sale manager Brandon Steffen, 
260-710-5684, Steffen Group Real Estate & Auctions, 260-426-
0633, steffengrp.com.
BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 20 - (Online Only) - Estate of Larry 
N. Curry, seller. 1997 Chevy Express Conversion van, 2013 
Chevy Impala LTZ w/73,000 miles, John Deere LA115 riding 
lawn mower, rare vintage Schwinn bikes, large quantity of hand 
and power tools, lawn and garden, modern and vintage furniture, 
household, games, toys, flat screen TV & home decor. Open 
house Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 W. Roe St., Ossian. 
Sale manager Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Steffen Group, 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
OCTOBER 24 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - (Online Only) - Estate of Larry 
Curry, seller. Excellent 1,398 SF, 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch 
home in Rose Ann Heights neighborhood on .52 acre lot, 2 car 
attached garage. Home has a ton of potential. “Explore the Pos-
sibilities.” Open house: Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., Oct. 22 
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 W. Roe St., Ossian. Sale managers, 
Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684, Rod Fetters, 260-557-8451, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING OCTOBER 27 - 6 p.m. EST - 
Chester & Phyllis Smith, owner. Online only real estate & per-
sonal property! Real Estate 6 p.m.: Three or four bedroom, 1 1/2 
bath, 1,512 sq. feet, full basement, large detached 2-car garage, 
beautiful corner lot w/mature trees, Adams Central Community 
Schools. Personal Property 6:30 p.m.: Machinist tools, Kennedy 
toolbox, vintage Fisher-Price toys, primitives, TV trays, NIB air 
purifier, furniture, treadmill, Pyrex, Corelle dishes, stove, refrig-
erator, 100 pieces Currier and Ives dishes, 50+ jewel, tea, dish-
es, luggage, blankets, scrapbooking, History of Adams County 
books, tillers, bicycles, swing & more! Pick up Oct. 28, 1-5 p.m. 
EST, Oct. 29, 10 a.m.-noon, 318 E. Jackson Street, Monroe. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & ENDS OCTOBER 29 - 10 a.m. EST 
- Christine Pierce, owner. 526 E Market Street, South Whitley, 
IN. Online only apartment complex auction! Four duplex build-
ings, 8 units, 2 bedroom, 1 bath units, electric baseboard heat, 
wall AC units, 1,456 sq. foot buildings, new roofs in 2021, year 
built 1990, income producing! 100% rent capacity, .86 acre par-
cel, Whitko Community Schools. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.com.
NOVEMBER 3-10 - (Online Only) - Estate of Elizabeth (Cart-
er) Aeschliman & others, seller. Ladies diamond wedding ring, 
ladies diamond cluster ring, diamond earrings, Sapphire neck-
lace & earrings, lg. assortment of costume jewelry, Howard Miller 
china cabinet, cherry finish china cabinet, 2019 GE window air 
conditioner, collectibles, glassware, vintage silver-plate flatware 
sets, marbles, Anri Italy wood carved figurines, holiday decor, 
household. Open houses Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 3-6 p.m., 117 W. Craig 
St., Ossian. Sale managers Bobby Perry, Patrick Carter, The 
Steffen Group, www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
NOVEMBER 13 - 6:30 p.m. ET - (Live and online) - Gary and 
Jennifer Weilbaker, farm. American Legion, 118 N. Broadway 
Street, Butler. Property location: Along and/or near CR 26 and 
CR 79 in Troy Twp. (Tract 1, North Part Tract 2) and Stafford 
Twp. (Tracts 2-4). Tracts 5-6 located near CR 20 and CR 27 in 
Smithfield Township. Adjoining tracts, road access, tile outlets, 
264.651+/- acres, 6 tracts, DeKalb Co. Jon Rosen, 260-740-
1846, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-2219, Halderman Real Estate & 
Farm Management, halderman.com, 800-424-2324.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family Farms LLC, sellers. 
Auction location: Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington 
St., Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township, Adams Coun-
ty. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2: 
80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres, 
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, County Rd. 
400 North, Sec 9. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-724-
3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

ESTATE SALE AT 222 W. Wi-
ley from 9 a.m.to 2 p.m Friday
& Saturday.

THURS. & FRI., Oct. 17 & 18,
8 am-6 pm, Sat., Oct. 19, 8 am
-2 pm (free from 2-4pm), Os-
sian United Methodist Church.
Ossian United Methodist
Women's projects.

MOVING SALE OCT. 15
through Oct. 20, 9 a.m. to
dusk, 338 E. St. Rd. 124,
Bluffton. Household items,
craft items, some antique
glassware, horse tack, garden
stuff, tools, etc. some furniture.

Receive a free garage 
sale kit when placing  

a three day line  
classified ad.

VEhiclEs
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

sERVicEs
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

WESLEY FINANCIAL 
GROUP, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-329-1207 (I)
CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hid-
den fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)
GET A BREAK on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-833-587-2145 today! 
(I)
THE BATHROOM OF your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1,000 off 
or No Payments and No Inter-
est for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-855-699-1308 (I)

Services
SAFE STEP. NORTH Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-743-1911 
(I)
REPLACE YOUR ROOF with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-866-781-6023 
(I)

Read & recycle this newspaper




