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By SYDNEY KENT
Firefighters at the Liberty Township Fire 

Department gathered together last month to 
celebrate Fred Frantz’s 63 years of faithful 
service. 

Frantz joined the volunteer department 
in July of 1961. It was a practical decision 
for him at the time — he could have joined 
in January when he turned 21, but fees were 
due in July. At the time, the landscape of the 
field looked far different. 

Firefighters did not have access to the 
large assortment of protective gear, or 
equipment, that was available to fight fires 
in the early 1960s. 

Teresa Gerwig, one of Frantz’s beloved 
five children, recalled a memory of her 
father in typical average clothing and foot-
wear — heading straight into a barn fire. 

“I got home from town, and he had been 
paged to a fire. He walked into the fire in 
plain clothes and waited on the fire truck 
because he was seeing what was happen-
ing inside. They called them “smoke-eat-
ers” back then, going in without masks. If 
you didn’t have your coat, you didn’t have 
a coat. You just went and took care of what 
you needed to do.”

Frantz recalled a repurposed gas tanker, 
which was one of the first enclosed tankers 
that he had ever used. 

“Our first enclosed tanker was an old gas 

truck,” Frantz laughed. “They hooked all the 
different compartments to the tank up to it, 
and you had to be careful how you filled it 
because one compartment could fill faster.” 

This was still a major improvement from 
what Frantz was accustomed to before. 

“The first tanker I remember is an open 
cab,” Frantz said. “The tank didn’t have 
a top on it, you would go to stop and that 
water would slush over.” 

Over his entire career, the largest fire 
he faced was on Dec. 12, 1992, when the 
Southern Wells Elementary School erupted 
into flames. Frantz was one of 160 firefight-
ers in 18 fire departments required to stop 
the fire, which took over 16 hours to extin-
guish. 

In the last 25 years, fire departments 
statewide have struggled to find volun-
teers willing or able to help, and Liberty 
Township has not been excluded from this 
change. Years after a knee replacement 
surgery, Frantz has continued to stay on at 
the department and even go out to fires he 
couldn’t physically fight, even providing 
advice that ultimately stopped one of the 
fires. 

“The guys out there have been awe-
some in making sure he attends the meet-
ings and still includes him in it all,” Gerwig 
added. “They kept teasing him that they 

Above, Frantz 
stands with fellow 
firefighters, friends, 
and family during 
his celebration in 
September. At left, 
Frantz stands with a 
Liberty Township fire 
truck. (Photos sub-
mitted)

Faithful service honored
Liberty Township Fire Department 

honors Fred Frantz for 63 years of service

(Continued on Page 2)

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Since Spring 2023, Lifewise 

Academy has seen major growth 
in student numbers.

The spring semester of 2023 
saw 43 students join the Lifewise 
program, which was only available 
for Ossian and Lancaster Elemen-
tary schools, ending with 81 stu-
dents involved. Now, the academy 
has 894 students as part of the pro-
gram, with classes available for 
Southern Wells, Bluffton and Nor-
well schools.

Lifewise has hired two new 
teachers for its programs, along 

with acquiring two handicap 
accessible buses for the program. 
Both buses came from the Wells 
County Council on Aging, with 
one bus being purchased and one 
being donated. Lifewise is still 
searching for another bus driver to 
help shuttle kids to and from the 
Lancaster program, as that school 
has multiple locations.

“We used to do one bus at Lan-
caster last year … we are doing 
two this year just because of the 
time factor and how many kids 
there are,” Norwell District Pro-

Lifewise Academy 
approaches 1000 
students enrolled

Northern Lights visit Wells County
A recent solar storm has made the Northern Lights visible as far south as Louisville, Kentucky. The phenom-
enon was visible Thursday night into the early hours of Friday morning. The pink and green ribbons stretched 
across Wells County on what was thankfully a clear night. (Photo by Carrie Penrod)

(Continued on Page 2)

Residents slog through flooded streets, 
clear debris after Hurricane Milton 

By CHRIS O’MEARA, 
BRENDAN FARRINGTON 

and TY O’NEIL 
Associated Press

LITHIA, Fla. (AP) — Florida 
residents slogged through flood-
ed streets, gathered up scattered 
debris and assessed damage to 
their homes on Friday after Hur-
ricane Milton smashed through 
coastal communities and spawned 
a barrage of deadly tornadoes.

At least 10 people were dead, 
and rescuers were still saving peo-
ple from swollen rivers, but many 
expressed relief that Milton wasn’t 
worse. The hurricane spared 

densely populated Tampa a direct 
hit, and the lethal storm surge that 
scientists feared never material-
ized.

Gov. Ron DeSantis warned 
people to not let down their guard, 
however, citing ongoing safety 
threats including downed power 
lines and standing water that could 
hide dangerous objects.

“We’re now in the period 
where you have fatalities that are 
preventable,” DeSantis said. “You 
have to make the proper decisions 
and know that there are hazards 
out there.”

About 2.2 million customers 

remained without power in the 
state, according to poweroutage.
us. St. Petersburg’s 260,000 resi-
dents were told to boil water 
before drinking, cooking or brush-
ing their teeth, until at least Mon-
day.

Also Friday, the owner of a 
major phosphate mine disclosed 
that pollution spilled into Tampa 
Bay during the hurricane.

The Mosaic Company said in 
a statement that heavy rains from 
the storm overwhelmed a collec-
tion system at its Riverview site, 
pushing excess water out of a 

(Continued on Page 2)

TikTok aware of risks kids, 
teens face on its platform, 
legal document alleges

By HALELUYA HADERO 
AP Business Writer

TikTok was aware that its 
design features are detrimental 
to its young users and that pub-
licly touted tools aimed at limiting 
kids’ time on the site were largely 
ineffective, according to internal 
documents and communications 
exposed in lawsuit filed by the 
state of Kentucky.

The details are among redacted 
portions of Kentucky’s lawsuit that 
contains the internal communica-
tions and documents unearthed 
during a more than two year inves-
tigation into the company by vari-
ous states across the country.

Kentucky’s lawsuit was filed 
this week, alongside separate com-
plaints brought forth by attorneys 
general in a dozen states as well as 
the District of Columbia. TikTok 
is also facing another lawsuit from 

the Department of Justice and is 
itself suing the Justice Department 
over a federal law that could ban it 
in the U.S. by mid-January.

The redacted information — 
which was inadvertently revealed 
by Kentucky’s attorney general’s 
office and first reported by Ken-
tucky Public Radio — touches on 
a range of topics, most importantly 
the extent to which TikTok knew 
how much time young users were 
spending on the platform and how 
sincere it was when rolling out 
tools aimed at curbing excessive 
use.

Beyond TikTok use among 
minors, the complaint alleges the 
short-form video sharing app has 
prioritized “beautiful people” on 
its platform and has noted internal-
ly that some of the content-moder-
ation metrics it has publicized are 

(Continued on Page 2)



“largely misleading.”
The unredacted com-

plaint, which was seen by 
The Associated Press, was 
sealed by a Kentucky state 
judge on Wednesday after 
state officials filed an emer-
gency motion to seal it.

When reached for com-
ment, TikTok spokesperson 
Alex Haurek said: “It is 
highly irresponsible of the 
Associated Press to publish 
information that is under a 
court seal. Unfortunately, 
this complaint cherry-picks 
misleading quotes and takes 
outdated documents out of 
context to misrepresent our 
commitment to community 
safety.”

“We have robust safe-
guards, which include pro-
actively removing suspected 
underage users, and we have 
voluntarily launched safety 
features such as default 
screentime limits, fam-
ily pairing, and privacy by 
default for minors under 
16,” Haurek said in a pre-
pared statement. “We stand 
by these efforts.”

TikTok use 
among young users

The complaint alleges 
that TikTok has quantified 
how long it takes for young 
users to get hooked on the 
platform, and shared the 
findings internally in pre-
sentations aimed at increas-
ing user-retention rates. The 
“habit moment,” as TikTok 
calls it, occurs when users 
have watched 260 videos or 
more during the first week 
of having a TikTok account. 
This can happen in under 35 
minutes since some TikTok 
videos run as short as 8 sec-
onds, the complaint says.

Kentucky’s lawsuit also 
cites a spring 2020 presenta-
tion from TikTok that con-
cluded that the platform had 
already “hit a ceiling” among 
young users. At that point, the 
company’s estimates showed 
at least 95% of smartphone 
users under 17 used TikTok 
at least monthly, the com-
plaint notes.

TikTok tracks metrics for 
young users, including how 
long young users spend 
watching videos and how 
many of them use the plat-
form every day. The com-
pany uses the information 
it gleans from these reviews 
to feed its algorithm, which 
tailors content to people’s 
interests, and drives user 
engagement, the complaint 
says.

TikTok does its own 
internal studies to find out 
how the platform is impact-
ing users. The lawsuit cites 
one group within the com-
pany, called “TikTank,” 
which noted in an inter-
nal report that compulsive 
usage was “rampant” on 
the platform. It also quotes 
an unnamed executive who 
said kids watch TikTok 
because the algorithm is 
“really good.”

Time management tools
TikTok has a 60-minute 

daily screen time limit for 
minors, a feature it rolled 
out in March 2023 with the 
stated aim of helping teens 
manage their time on the 
platform. But Kentucky’s 
complaint argues that the 
time limit — which users 
can easily bypass or disable 
— was intended more as a 
public relations tool than 
anything else.

The lawsuit says Tik-
Tok measured the success 
of the time limit feature 
not by whether it reduced 
the time teens spent on the 
platform, but by three other 
metrics — the first of which 
was “improving public trust 
in the TikTok platform via 
media coverage.”

Reducing screen time 
among teens was not 
included as a success met-
ric, the lawsuit said. In 
fact, it alleged the company 
had planned to “revisit the 
design” of the feature if 
the time-limit feature had 
caused teens to reduce their 
TikTok usage by more than 
10%.

TikTok ran an experi-
ment and found the time-

limit prompts shaved off 
just a minute and a half 
from the average time teens 
spent on the app — from 
108.5 to 107 minutes per 
day, according to the com-
plaint. But despite the lack 
of movement, TikTok did 
not try to make the feature 
more effective, Kentucky 
officials say. They allege the 
ineffectiveness of the fea-
ture was, in many ways, by 
design.

The complaint says a 
TikTok executive named 
Zhu Wenjia gave approval 
to the feature only if its 
impact on TikTok’s “core 
metrics” were minimal.

TikTok — including its 
CEO Shou Chew — have 
talked about the app’s vari-
ous time management tools, 
including videos TikTok 
sends users to encourage 
them to get off the platform. 
But a TikTok executive said 
in an internal meeting those 
videos are “useful” talking 
points, but are “not altogeth-
er effective.”

TikTok has ‘prioritized 
beautiful people’ on its 

platform
In a section that details 

the negative impacts Tik-
Tok’s facial filters can have 
on users, Kentucky alleges 
that TikTok’s algorithm 
has “prioritized beautiful 
people” despite knowing 
internally that content on the 
platform could “perpetuate a 
narrow beauty norm.”

The complaint alleges 
TikTok changed its algo-
rithm after an internal report 
noted the app was showing 
a high “volume of ... not 
attractive subjects” in the 
app’s main “For You” feed.

“By changing the TikTok 
algorithm to show fewer 
‘not attractive subjects’ in 
the For You feed, Defen-
dants took active steps to 
promote a narrow beauty 
norm even though it could 
negatively impact their 
young users,” the complaint 
says.

TikTok’s ‘leakage’ rates
The lawsuit also takes 

aim at TikTok’s content-
moderation practices.

It cites internal commu-
nication where the company 
notes its moderation metrics 
are “largely misleading” 
because “we are good at 
moderating the content we 
capture, but these metrics do 
not account for the content 
that we miss.”

The complaint notes that 
TikTok knows it has — but 
does not disclose — signifi-
cant “leakage” rates, or con-
tent that violates the site’s 
community guidelines but is 
not removed or moderated. 
Other social media compa-
nies also face similar issues 
on their platforms.
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Faithful service

Weather
Saturday, October 12, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:44 p.m. Friday)
High: 80; Low: 46; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.03  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: A 20% chance of 

showers after noon. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 77. 
South wind around 5 mph 
becoming east in the morn-
ing. 

Tonight: A chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 55. East wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation 
is 50%.

Sunday: A slight chance of showers before 8 a.m., then a 
slight chance of showers and thunderstorms between 8 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 71. Northwest 
wind 5 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 20%.

Sunday Night: A 30% chance of showers, mainly before 
2 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 44. West wind 
around 10 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Columbus Day: A slight 
chance of showers before 8 
a.m., then a slight chance of 
showers after 2 p.m. Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 57. 
Chance of precipitation is 
20%.

Monday Night: A 10% chance of showers before 8 p.m. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 34.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 54.
Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 34.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 59.
Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 35.
Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 65.
Thursday Night: Clear, with a low around 40.
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 70.

Closures listed for
Columbus Day Monday

Columbus Day on Monday will close some offices for 
the day, including Wells County government. 

There is no mail delivery and The News-Banner will not 
publish Monday. The office will be open. Normal publica-
tion and office hours will resume Tuesday.
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would make him chief again 
because it was easier.

Frantz smiled proudly 
as he recalled working 
alongside his friends and 
firefighters cutting wood 
to sell on the weekends in 
an effort to buy cement for 
the floor they poured them-
selves. Over decades of 
volunteering, camaraderie, 
friendship, and family were 
forged.

Frantz gave tribute to 
the long list of names that 
helped create the Liberty 
Township Fire Department, 
noting that most people have 
now passed away.

“It was very much a fam-
ily,” Gerwig said. “If some-
body needed something, 
everybody helped take care 
of each other.”

“It still is,” Frantz added 
firmly. 

sydney@news-banner.com

gram Director Rhonda Maller said. 
“We have two different locations for 
classrooms for Lancaster … and doing 
that means we need to add another bus 
driver, and we are still searching.”

Using Lifewise prepared proce-
dures and advice, the academy has 
expanded its grade levels throughout 
the three school districts. Both Nor-
well schools have classes available for 
Kindergarten through fifth grade stu-
dents. Bluffton students in grades first 
through fourth are eligible for Life-
wise courses, while Southern Wells 
has courses available for first through 
fifth grade students.

Thanks to advice taken from other 
Lifewise academies around the coun-
try, the local chapters have prepared for 
the influx of students. Typically, a new 
student will cost about $30 a month 
to put them into the program, accord-

ing to Maller, but private donations 
have helped keep the academy going. 
Southern Wells Program Director Tara 
Frauhiger stated that Lifewise has 
given them roadmaps to handle differ-
ent pressures and growing pains for the 
academy.

“Lifewise is really good at planning 
ahead for us … so they don’t leave us 
in a bind,” Frauhiger said. “They have 
us prep ahead of time, so we haven’t 
had any significant problems with 
more students coming.”

“It’s more like just making lit-
tle tweaks in your system,” Maller 
said. “It doesn’t create big problems, 
because Lifewise is really good at say-
ing, ‘OK, this is a potential (issue). 
This is how you handle it.’”

The growth has also seen the need 
for new avenues and locations. Bluff-
ton’s campus, at the Foundations of 
Truth building, is starting to reach 

maximum classroom capacity. Bluffton 
Program Director Sarah Corkwell stat-
ed that they are in the process of identi-
fying a suitable location, but no official 
offer has been made. 

Additionally, Lifewise has a middle 
school curriculum available for the 
three districts to use. While there has 
been interest in expanding to middle 
schools, no discussions have been held 
with school boards. Maller said the 
goal for middle school expansion is in 
the Fall of 2026.

“These kids are starting to get the 
idea of coming out of themselves 
and thinking about others,” Maller 
said. “There’s no words for it. We 
know of families that have started 
going to church now that weren’t 
before, because of Lifewise, and 
that’s going to help grow our com-
munity.”

jonathan@news-banner.com

manhole and into discharg-
es that lead to the bay. The 
company said the leak was 
fixed Thursday.

Mosaic said the spill like-
ly exceeded a 17,500-gal-
lon minimum reporting 
standard, though it did not 
provide a figure for what 
the total volume might have 
been.

Calls and emails to Mosa-
ic seeking additional infor-
mation about Riverview and 
the company’s other Florida 
mines received no response, 
as did a voicemail left with 
the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection.

The state has 25 such 
stacks containing more 
than 1 billion tons of phos-
phogypsum, a solid waste 
byproduct of the phosphate 
fertilizer mining industry 
that contains radium, which 
decays to form radon gas. 
Both radium and radon are 
radioactive and can cause 
cancer. Phosphogypsum 
may also contain toxic 
heavy metals and other car-
cinogens, such as arsenic, 
cadmium, chromium, lead, 
mercury and nickel.

Florida’s vital tourism 
industry has started to return 
to normal, meanwhile, as 
Walt Disney World and 
other theme parks reopened. 
The state’s busiest airport, in 
Orlando, resumed full oper-
ations Friday.

Arriving just two weeks 

after the devastating Hurri-
cane Helene, Milton flooded 
barrier islands, tore the roof 
off the Tampa Bay Rays ‘ 
baseball stadium and top-
pled a construction crane.

Crews from the Hills-
borough County Sheriff’s 
Office on Friday were assist-
ing with rescues of people, 
including a 92-year-old 
woman, who were strand-
ed in rising waters along 
the Alafia River. The river 
is 25 miles long and runs 
from eastern Hillsborough 
County, east of Tampa, into 
Tampa Bay.

In Pinellas County, depu-
ties used high-water vehicles 
to shuttle people back and 
forth to their homes in a 
flooded Palm Harbor neigh-
borhood where waters con-
tinued to rise.

Ashley Cabrera left with 
her 18- and 11-year-old sons 
and their three dogs, Eeyore, 
Poe and Molly. It was the 
first time since Milton struck 
that they had been able to 
leave the neighborhood, and 
they were now headed to a 
hotel in Orlando.

“I’m extremely thank-
ful that we could get out 
now and go for the weekend 
somewhere we can get a hot 
meal and some gas,” Cabre-
ra said. 

Animals were being 
saved, too. Cindy Evers 
helped rescue a large pig 
stuck in high water at a 
strip mall in Lithia, east of 

Tampa. She had already res-
cued a donkey and several 
goats after the storm.

“I’m high and dry where 
I’m at, and I have a barn and 
9 acres,” Evers said, add-
ing that she will soon start 
to work to find the animals’ 
owners.

In the Gulf Coast city of 
Venice, Milton left behind 
several feet of sand in some 
beachfront condos, with one 
unit nearly filled. A swim-
ming pool was packed full 
of sand, with only its hand-
rails poking out.

Some warnings were 
heeded and lessons learned. 
When 8 feet of seawater 
flooded Punta Gorda dur-
ing Hurricane Helene last 
month, 121 people had to be 
rescued, Mayor Lynne Mat-
thews said. Milton brought 
at least 5 feet of flooding, 
but rescuers only had to save 
three people.

“So people listened to the 
evacuation order,” Matthews 
said.

Heaps of fruit were scat-
tered across the ground 
and trees toppled over after 
both Milton and Hurricane 
Helene swept through Polk 
County and other orange-
growing regions, Matt 
Joyner of trade group Flor-
ida Citrus Mutual said Fri-
day.

Milton arrived at the start 
of the orange growing sea-
son, so it is still too early to 
evaluate the full scope of the 

damage.
Florida has already seen 

orange production dimin-
ish over the years, with the 
industry still recovering 
from hurricanes of years 
past while also waging an 
ongoing battle against a 
deadly greening disease. 
Milton could be the knock-
out punch for some growers, 
Joyce said.

In the western coastal city 
of Clearwater, Kelvin Glenn 
said it took less than an hour 
early Thursday for water to 
rise to his waist inside his 
apartment. He and seven 
children, ranging in age 
from 3 to 16, were trapped 
in the brown, foul floodwa-
ters for about three hours 
before an upstairs neighbor 
opened their home to them.

Later that day, first 
responders arrived in boats 
to ferry them away from the 
building.

Short-term survival is 
now turning into long-term 
worries. A hotel is $160 a 
night. Everything inside 
Glenn’s apartment is gone. 
And it can take time to get 
assistance.

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has 
enough money to deal with 
the immediate needs of 
people impacted by Helene 
and Milton but will need 
additional funding at some 
point, FEMA administrator 
Deanne Criswell said Fri-
day.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Lifewise Academy

Hurricane Milton cleanup

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner

TikTok legal document
(Continued from Page 1)



INCIDENTS
County:
Friday, 3:34 a.m., 200 

block of Countryside Drive, 
Markle. Report of domestic 
issue.

Friday, 5:29 a.m., 100 
block of Girvin Street, Mar-
kle. Caller complained about 
dog barking.

Friday, 6:39 a.m., 400 
block of Linnwood Drive, 
Bluffton. Report of cat stuck 
in drain for hours. Cat was 
rescued. 

Friday, 9:57 a.m., 350S 
and South Hoosier Highway, 
Bluffton. Driver cited for 
speeding.

Friday, 10:42 a.m., 700 

Countryside Drive, Markle. 
Report of car vandalized 
with key or sharp object 
overnight.

Ossian:
Thursday, 1:49 p.m., 

800N and North 400E, 
Ossian. Report of verbal 
altercation.

ARRESTS
Seth Aaron Markley, 

36, Bluffton; driving while 
intoxicated, a Class C mis-
demeanor, and driving while 
intoxicated — endanger-
ment, a Class A misdemean-
or. Bond set at $1,500.

Alisha Kay Brown-
Campbell, 45, Union Mills; 
driving while suspended 

— prior and operating with-
out financial responsibility, 
both Class A misdemeanors. 
Bond set at $1,500.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” 

obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries 
will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, 
date and place of death, basic genealogical information, the 
date, time and location of calling hours and services and the 
name of the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be 
included, or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a 
“local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and 
will coordinate obituary publication.
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From our family
 to you ...
  � e Reimschisel family at 
Family Ford of Blu�  on 
hope that you will take a 
few moments at least once 
each week to spend some 
time with what really 
matters during these 
“interesting times.”    
  � is short essay is from

 — a free publication we 
would love to share with 
you. Stop in anytime. 
� ere is no cost or 
obligation.

970 N. Main St., Blu�  on
824-2300

®

Arthur Jackson, Our Daily Bread®, Copyright © 2024 by Our Daily Bread Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. 
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. www.odb.org/. For further distribution, please contact - permissionsdept@odb.org

Cheryl Gutshall

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton

824-3852

Calling: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Monday, October 14.

Service: 1 p.m. 
Monday, October 14 at 

the funeral home.

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Alonzo D. Kahn
Calling: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 15.
Service: 1 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 15 at 
the funeral home.

Destination Recreation
Thank you to everyone who took the 

Wells Community Pool Survey, all 1,246 
of you! Knowing how important the pool 
is and what features interest you the most 
has been very helpful. Here are some of 
the results. 

How important do you think it is for 
the city of Bluffton to provide facili-
ties for swimming lessons, swim meets 
and family recreational activities? Very 
Important 91.56%; Somewhat Important 
7.4%; Not Important 1.05% 

How do you feel about the overall 
appearance and condition of the pool 
and pool deck? Satisfied 41.20%; Nei-
ther Satisfied nor Dissatisfied 44.51%; 
Dissatisfied 14.30%

How do you feel about the current 
outside view of the pool house? Satis-
fied 45.53%; Neither Satisfied nor Dissat-
isfied 38.29%; Dissatisfied 16.17%

How do you feel about the number 
of parking spaces available? Satisfied 
68.70%; Neither Satisfied nor Dissatis-
fied 20.03%; Dissatisfied 11.26%

Do you believe the restrooms need 
improvements? Yes 83.51%; No 6.60%; 
Unsure 9.90%

Would a family restroom be a 
valuable addition to the facility? Yes 
84.91%; No 7.30%; Unsure 7.78%

Would you support changing the 
overall shape and design of the pool? 
Yes 63.42%; No 16.56%; Unsure 20.02%

Would you support reducing the 
pool size for cost-saving reasons? Yes 
14.71%; No 67.70%; Unsure 17.68%

Would you support reducing the 
pool size if it allowed space for addi-
tional fun features? Yes 49.40%; No 
27.56%; Unsure 23.05%

Would rentable, shaded cabanas 
be appealing to you? Yes 47.35%; No 
40.84%; Unsure 11.82%

Do you think the existing play-
ground needs updating? Yes 55.91%; 
No 22.77%; Unsure 21.32%

How do you feel about the current 
condition of the pavilion? Satisfied 

26.33%; Neither Satis-
fied nor Dissatisfied 
53.54%; Dissatisfied 
20.13%

How do you feel about the size of 
the pavilion? Satisfied 41.24%; Neither 
Satisfied nor Dissatisfied 34.54%; Needs 
to be larger 23.89%; Needs to be smaller 
.32%

Do you prefer stair entry or ladder 
entry into the pool? Stairs 73.75%; Lad-
der 5.31%; No preference 20.93%

Would you utilize a grassy area des-
ignated for relaxation? Yes 49.64%; No 
34.67%; Unsure 15.69%

Where do you prefer to sit when vis-
iting the pool? In the Sunshine 44.97%; 
In the Shade 36.52%; No Preference 
18.50%

Which age groups should the swim-
ming pool primarily cater to? Children 
93.08%; Teens 79.23%; Adults 62.48%; 
Seniors 45.01%. 

What attendance range do you 
think the new pool should accom-
modate? Up to 250 34.25%; 251-350 
42.45%; 351-450 16.42%; 451-550 4.31; 
551+ 2.57%. 

Have any of the following factors 
influenced your use of the current 
pool? Crowding 37.34%; Lack of Shade 
20.59%; Limited play features 25%; 
Condition of pool house 20.35%; Insuffi-
cient seating 26.39%; Cost 8.66%; Hours 
of operation 33.01%; None of the above 
25.98%. 

If a new pool with additional fea-
tures was built, how often would you 
use it? Daily 10.92%; Weekly 56.07%; 
Monthly 24.75%; Rarely 7.85%; Never 
.40%

The forecast calls for evening temper-
atures to drop to the low 30s next week, 
so we are in the process of winterizing 
the restrooms to prevent our pipes from 
bursting. Indoor and outdoor pavilion 
rentals at Washington Park are still avail-
able and can be reserved by calling 824-
6069.

Have a great week!

&News  Notes

Bluffton &Parks   Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

Local Roundup
Friends of the Shelter will 
meet Monday afternoon
Friends of the Shelter, the organiza-

tion that provides support for the Bluffton/
Wells County Animal Shelter, will meet at 
5:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 14, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of City Hall, 
128 E. Market St.

Bluffton-Harrison school 
board will meet Monday
The board of the Bluffton-Harrison Met-

ropolitan School District will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 14, in the school district’s 
administration building at 803 E. Harrison 
St. in Bluffton.

Items on the agenda include:
• Personnel and financial matters. 
• Regular reports and announcements. 
• Construction and building updates.

Ossian Town Council will 
meet Monday evening

The Ossian Town Council will meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, Oct. 14, at the Ossian Town 
Hall, 507 N. Jefferson St. in Ossian.

Bluffton-Harrison candidate 
forum will be Monday

The Parent Teacher Association for the 
Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan School 
District will host a forum for school board 
candidates at 7:15 p.m. Monday, Oct. 14, at 
the Gibson stage area at Bluffton-Harrison 
Elementary School, 1100 E Spring St. in 
Bluffton. 

On the ballot for the district, incumbent 
Trent White is challenged by Chris Koiner 
for the District 3 seat on the board. Preston 
Kaehr is unopposed for his At-Large seat. 

Bluffton Board of Works to 
meet Tuesday afternoon
The Bluffton Board of Public Works and 

Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
15, in the meeting room on the second floor 
of City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Bluffton Common Council 
will meet Tuesday evening

The Bluffton Common Council will meet 
at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 15, in the Coun-
cil Chambers on the second floor of City 
Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Southern Wells school 
board will meet Tuesday
The board of the Southern Wells Com-

munity Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Oct. 15, in the high school media center 
of the SWCS campus.

Items on the agenda include:
• Financial and personnel matters.
• 2025-26 school calendar. 
• Superintendent information.

Norwell will host candidate 
forum Tuesday evening
Norwell Community Schools will host a 

forum for its school board candidates in the 
November election at 6:30 p.m. (or following 
the regular board meeting) Tuesday, Oct. 15, 
at Norwell High School, 1100E. U.S. 224.

On the ballot for the district, Cathie 
Peterson and Jeremiah Tomlin are both run-
ning for an open Lancaster Township seat 
on the board. Todd Nash is unopposed for 
the Jefferson Township seat. 

Norwell school board will 
meet Tuesday evening

The board of the Norwell Community 
Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
15, at Norwell High School, 1100E. U.S. 224.

Regional Sewer District 
board will meet Tuesday
The board of the Wells County Regional 

Sewer District will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Oct. 15, in Room 105, the multi-purpose 
room on the lower level of the Wells Carnegie 
Government Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Wells County BZA will  
meet Tuesday evening

The Wells County Board of Zoning 
Appeals will meet at 7:15 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 15, in Room 214 on the ground floor of 
the Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 
W. Washington St. in Bluffton.

Items on the agenda include:
• A variance request from Benjamin and 

Jacqueline Dailey to reduce setback from 35 
to 20 ft. at 1127 Ridgewood Ln., Bluffton. 
The property is zoned R-1.

Markle Town Council will 
meet Wednesday evening

The Markle Town Council will meet at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 16, in the meet-
ing room of the Markle fire station, 150 W. 
Sparks St. in Markle.

• Adoption of the 2025 budget.
• Appointment with Holly Miller of DLZ 

regarding a resolution for the Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund loan program 
and a resolution for a preliminary engineer-
ing report for water utility improvements. 

• Regular reports. 

County health board will 
meet Thursday morning
The board of the Wells County Health 

Department will meet at 6:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, Oct. 17, in Room 105, the multi-pur-
pose room on the lower level of the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St.

Items on the agenda include:
• Department reports and updates. 
• Health First Indiana. 
• 2025 meeting dates. 

Indiana utilities earn collective 
‘C’ grade on clean energy goals

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

One Indiana utility company earned top 
marks and another pair nabbed no points in 
a national clean energy assessment. The six 
Hoosier utilities featured averaged a 44% — 
a “C” grade.

The Sierra Club, a California-based envi-
ronmental advocacy group, annually exam-
ines 50 parent companies owning half the 
country’s fossil fuel generation.

“‘The Dirty Truth’ report is a snapshot in 
time. It’s looking at what is being planned 
right now over the next 10 years by these 
utility companies,” said Robyn Skuya-Boss, 
director of the Hoosier Chapter of the Sierra 
Club. They hope the report will push change 
among utilities — and specifically for low-
scorer Duke Energy Indiana.

The study metrics are based on goals 
set by President Joe Biden. He wants the 

country to get 80% of its energy from 
emissions-free sources by 2030 and 100% 
by 2035.

The organization evaluated utilities’ 
renewable energy transition plans based on 
their commitments to retire coal-powered 
generation by 2030, build no new natural 
gas plants through 2035 and add enough 
renewable energy to replace their fossil fuel 
generation by 2035.

The 75 operating subsidiaries have com-
mitted to retiring just 30% of their coal gen-
eration and plan to build 93 gigawatts of 
natural gas, according to the report. They’re 
set to build enough renewable sources to 
replace 52% of their fossil fuel generation.

Two Indiana utilities had no climate 
goals and scored zero points.

The Sierra Club gave Duke Energy Indi-
ana its worst score since the report launched 
in 2021. The utility serves much of the state.
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By The Associated Press
Today is Saturday, Oct. 

12, the 286th day of 2024. 
There are 80 days left in the 
year.

Today in history: On Oct. 
12, 2002, bombs blamed on 
al-Qaida-linked militants 
destroyed two nightclubs 
on Bali, killing 202 people, 
many of whom were foreign 
tourists.

Also on this date:

In 1492, Christopher 
Columbus’s first expedition 
made landfall on what is 
now San Salvador Island in 
the Bahamas.

In 1870, General Robert 
E. Lee died in Lexington, 
Virginia, at age 63.

In 1960, Soviet Premier 
Nikita Khrushchev pro-
tested remarks at the United 
Nations by pounding his 
shoe on his desk.

Today in History

Election Letters Policy
The News-Banner accepts Letters to the Editor concerning local 

election candidates and issues. All letters must be signed; the writ-
er’s address and phone number must be included in case verifica-
tion is desired. Letters are subject to editing for brevity, clarity and 
length; letters are limited to 500 words.

• There is a limit to one letter per writer per campaign period. • 
The editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any letter at all 
times. • An appearance of a letter-writing campaign will be deemed 
as such and discontinued. • Letters pertaining to the Nov. 5, 2024 
election must be received by Sat., Oct. 26, with the exception of 
responses by a candidate to any letter published on or after that date.

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: • Our website link (Submit 
Your Letter) •  E-Mail: email@news-banner.com •  Mail: PO Box 
436, Bluffton IN 46714 •  Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton. 
(There is a 24-hour drop-slot available.)

Some musings about 
being a messenger

It is weeks such 
as this that gets 
the wheels turning 
in my mind. One phrase kept pop-
ping up: “Don’t shoot the messenger.” 
Which led to contemplations on where 
exactly that came from.

As I’ve aged, I seem to have devel-
oped this interest in etymology — the 
study of the origins of words and 
phrases — a word that might come in 
handy if you ever get on “Jeopardy!”.

Google is apparently utilizing 
Artificial Intelligence in its searches these days. My 
inquiry brought up three or four paragraphs titled “AI 
Overview.” Wanting some type of source at least a bit 
more trusted, I scrolled down. The next listing was 
from Wikipedia. Not sure that was much progress. 
Further scrolling found links to newspapers, such as a 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, article. Also discovered such 
websites as straightdope.com and grammarist.com. Isn’t 
it amazing — the things you can find by just hitting a 
few keys?

Amongst all this, we find some consistencies that 
raise the possibility of some degree of accuracy. 
Sophocles seems to get the most ancient credit — about 
2,500 years ago — in his “Antigone” play: “For no 
man delights in the bearer of bad news.” Does that pre-
date the Bible’s story that upon hearing that Saul and 
Jonathan were dead, David slew the messenger?

Somewhere in there, Plutarch — in one of his 
“Lives” series of biographies — wrote: “The first mes-
senger that gave notice of Lucullus’ coming was so far 
from pleasing Tigranes that he had his head cut off for 
his pains; and no man dared to bring further informa-
tion. Without any intelligence at all, Tigranes sat while 
war was already blazing around him, giving ear only to 
those who flattered him.”

The moral of that story, as explained by Bruce 
Sanford in a book about the media in 2001, is that 
“‘Shooting the messenger’ may be a time-honored emo-
tional response to unwanted news, but it is not a very 
effective method of remaining well-informed.”

So where am I going with this? Good question. Just 
musing perhaps.

I started in this business selling ads; it will, amaz-
ingly, be 50 years ago next September. But I quickly 
got some ink my blood as the saying goes — I enjoyed 
being part of something the community looked to for 
information, for news, and even perhaps some unsolic-
ited opinions from time to time. About a dozen years 
later, I became the publisher of the Decatur newspaper 
at about the same time a major employer announced its 
closing and soon became embroiled in a controversy 
involving a policeman who moonlighted as a burglar 
and then a judge who insisted his afternoon naps not be 
interrupted by such petty things as search warrants. 

There were certain people, including a police chief, 
who blamed the messenger rather than acknowledge 
the truth. I would credit our long-time editor there, Bob 
Shraluka, with the lead “messenger” moniker.

When I came to Bluffton more than 27 years ago, 
I joined a legacy of messengers that date back a bit. I 
am familiar with the names of Orin Craven and David 
Swaim, whose son Roger many still remember. As I 
understand it, Roger was the business guy, enabling the 
reporters to report. Such as Gene McCord and of course 
Jim Barbieri. While Joe Smekens’ legendary career was 
heavily on the sports side, he has to be mentioned with 
these giants upon whose shoulders I stood for a couple 
decades.

I would be remiss not to mention more contempo-
rary messengers who understood their duties — Dave 
Schultz, Glen Werling, and Jessica Bricker. There were 
others. We weren’t perfect. We made mistakes. When 
we did, we owned them.

I guess the point of this might be that having relin-
quished the reins and my portion of ownership — I 
am just a happy part-time writer and editor these days 
— I am so pleased that the tradition of understanding 
the role of messengers continues under the behind-
the-scenes leadership of George and Dianne Witwer, 
enabling Doug Brown and Holly Gaskill to lead the 
next generation of messengers. And dodge the potshots 
that occasionally come their way.

And this, which I am sure sounds self-serving: Look 
around. There are tragically fewer rural county-seat 
communities that still have that. Such is their loss.

miller@news-banner.com

Saturday’s Sub

Mark Miller

At a campaign rally last week in Michigan, former 
president Donald Trump claimed that “Kamala has 
spent all her FEMA money, billions of dollars, on 
housing for illegal migrants.”

Could it possibly be true? This is the sort of ques-
tion Duke University’s Bill Adair and a team of 
student reporters have been asking themselves for 17 
years as they’ve fact-checked politicians and other 
public figures for the PolitiFact website that Adair 
created in 2007.

The answer, of course, is no. The truth is that the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency has two 
distinct funds. One is to help cities temporarily house 
migrants. An entirely separate $20 billion fund was 
created by Congress for disaster relief. This one is 
running low because of the number and scope of 
disasters this year, but the two funds are not inter-
changeable, nor is either being used for purposes 
other than those intended.

During and after Hurricanes Milton and Helene, 
FEMA has been present and working to help vic-
tims, largely to the acclaim of state and local leaders. 
These include not only North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper and hard-hit Asheville, N.C., Mayor Esther 
Manheimer, both Democrats, but also South Carolina 
Gov. Henry McMaster, a Republican.

At a news conference to address Helene’s damage 
to parts of the state, McMaster said federal assistance 
had “been superb.” He mentioned that President Joe 
Biden, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg and 
FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell had each 
called to offer support.

This is what one would expect from federal 
officials during a crisis, of course, and it wouldn’t 
require highlighting but for Trump’s intentional lies.

As a rule, I’m not one to use the words “lie,” 
“lying” or “liar.” Their power to destroy someone’s 
reputation is too great for comfort. But Trump has 
forced many of us, including Adair, to abandon the 
soft-pedaling etiquette of euphemism and to say what 
is factual. Lying, for Trump, is so reflexive that he 
needn’t bestir his fourth-grade vocabulary to seize 
headlines and malign those he finds inconvenient to 
his purposes.

Will things ever change? Not soon, says Adair. 
Unfortunately, lying pays dividends in today’s uni-
verse of partisan television, radio and social media, 
and for a complicit political base manipulated by 
sophisticated and sometimes immoral consultants. 
Fact-checking lies has had to become an industry, but 
it can’t possibly keep up. What’s needed is more fact-
checking, which means more money and more staff, 
and for Americans to demand that the lying stop.

Over the years, Adair and his revolving teams of 
students have created a methodology and a “Truth-
O-Meter” for assessing the accuracy of a given state-
ment. Rankings from “true” to “false” to “pants on 

fire!” are assigned based on findings, which 
are explained and sourced on the website.

Adair is quick to note that political lying 
began long before Trump. President Rich-
ard M. Nixon lied about the Watergate bur-
glary out of self-preservation. President Bill 
Clinton lied about “sex with that woman, 
Monica Lewinsky,” because he was in very 
hot water with everyone (except his femi-
nist supporters, who remained curiously 
silent).

In a sense, Trump is the inevitable bene-
factor of a culture of lies that has become 
normalized through passive acceptance 
of lying as simply the nature of politics. Thanks to 
the fire hose of 24/7 news, there’s hardly time to 
clean up one mess before a hundred more have been 
dumped on the living room floor by people paid to 
create and disseminate falsehoods.

Adair explains in his new book, “Beyond the Big 
Lie,” that politicians every day try to score points 
with key constituencies: voters, party leaders, influ-
encers and media figures. “A decision to lie is a sim-
ple math equation: I am likely to score enough points 
with this lie that it will outweigh any consequences it 
might have from voters/donors/the media.”

Through numerous interviews with political 
pundits, pollsters, politicians and public figures, 
Adair has learned that lies are mostly manufactured 
for a candidate’s base, whose members are willing 
to accept anything that affirms what they already 
believe. For the Republican base, which readily 
embraced Trump’s earlier birther lie that Barack 
Obama was born in Kenya, it takes little to persuade 
them that Harris would steal money to support illegal 
migrants.

In what is certain to ignite passions on the right, 
Adair states that Republicans lie more than Demo-
crats do, according to a statistical analysis detailed 
in the book. He spends several pages explaining 
how “facts” are selected for scrutiny, but it basi-
cally comes down to whether something just doesn’t 
sound right. For example: Does it sound right 
that Harris “stole” FEMA money to house illegal 
migrants rather than help hurricane victims?

Actually, no — which is why PolitiFact gave 
Trump a “pants on fire!” rating for telling this easily 
disprovable lie.

Voters concerned about truth and the conse-
quences of lying might want to check with PolitiFact 
at least as often as they check the polls. This week, 
they’ll learn that Trump, contrary to what he recently 
told Hugh Hewitt, has never been to Gaza. And that 
Harris’s claim that unemployment is at a historic low 
for all groups of people was rated only “half true.” 
It’s good to know the truth, even if you don’t like it.

Follow Parker @kathleenparker on X

Kathleen
Parker

Lies, liars and lying threaten democracy

Black clergy speak out for Israel
On Monday, Oct. 7, my 

organization, CURE, Center 
for Urban Renewal and Edu-
cation, co-hosted with Michi-
gan Lighthouse Ministries a 
press conference with more 
than 50 pastors from across 
the State of Michigan, not-
ing the atrocities committed 
last year by Hamas terrorists 
against Israeli citizens and 
expressing solidarity with the 
State of Israel.

We chose a church in the 
state of Michigan for this pro-
gram because Michigan is home to 
the largest Arab American population 
in the country.

It is also home to Rep. Rashida 
Tlaib, the only Palestinian American 
representative in the House of Rep-
resentatives and one of the nation’s 
most strident voices against Israel.

Were these clergy, mostly Black, 
expressing opposition to Arab Ameri-
cans? Certainly not. On the contrary, 
their support of the Jewish state, and 
the values it embodies and expresses, 
is an expression of support for the 
welfare and betterment of all man-
kind. 

Of great concern to these Christian 
evangelicals is the cloud of darkness 
spreading and enveloping so much of 
our world today. 

The miraculous return of the Jew-
ish people to their historical home-
land after 2,000 years in dispersion, 
and their transformation of desert 
and swamp into a thriving modern 
state, with per capita income higher 
than most European countries, shines 

laser-like light into the 
thick dark cloud of evil 
around us.

Hamas terrorists noted 
Oct. 7 by firing missiles 
into Israel, saying that, 
given the opportunity, they 
would commit the same 
atrocities again and again. 

By atrocities, we’re 
talking about murder, 
rape, beheadings, burning 
of babies, mutilation of 
corpses. 

How is it that there is 
sympathy for this depravity? 

Iran, which provides the billions 
financing Hamas, Hezbollah, and 
other terrorist organizations had, per 
tradingeconomics.com, just $5,740 
per capita GDP in 2023. This is just 
13.5% of the $42,674 per capita GDP 
of Israel, despite Iran having the 
fourth largest holdings of oil reserves 
in the world. 

The difference is that Israel is 
about choosing life and personal 
responsibility and creativity, and 
Iran is about a government stealing 
the wealth of its citizens to finance a 
hateful, destructive ideology.

Similarly, the Hamas terror-
ists. The billions infused into Gaza 
over the years from Iran, but also 
from European countries and from 
the USA, was used to fund terror 
rather than build a country and create 
wealth. 

When I first visited Israel, I saw 
the similarities of the culture of 
blame and denial of personal respon-
sibility among the Palestinians that 

have caused so much destruction in 
America’s own inner cities. We see a 
corrupt political leadership exploit-
ing the worst tendencies in people by 
attributing their suffering to others, 
fostering a culture of blame, rather 
than taking personal responsibility for 
their own lives.

The Black clergy that gathered in 
Michigan on Oct. 7 did so to stand for 
truth and to stand for a better world. 

Inscribed on America’s Liberty 
Bell in Philadelphia are the words 
from the book of Leviticus in the 
Hebrew Bible, “Proclaim Liberty 
throughout all the land unto all the 
Inhabitants thereof.” The bell was 
commissioned in the state of Penn-
sylvania in 1751 to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of William Penn’s 
first constitution of the state in 1701. 
Penn observed, “If we will not be 
governed by God, we must be gov-
erned by tyrants.”

This is the message our pastors 
convey to a world swimming in dark-
ness. When our own country was 
attacked by Muslim terrorists on Sept. 
11, 2001, evangelical pastors pleaded 
that the nation do its own soul-search-
ing for its sins. They were chastised 
for saying this. 

But we see, over the 23 years since 
then, those sins continue to weaken 
our nation. 

The appeal of our pastors is 
unwavering support for the one 
Jewish state, for the Bible we have 
received from the Jewish nation, and 
to end, everywhere, the sick and evil 
culture of blame. 

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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A CITY ON A HILL 
CHURCH

705 W.-900 N., 
Uniondale

9 a.m. & 10:45 - Worship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM 
LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian

blcsossian.org
9 a.m. - Divine Service. 

10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice 
of Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday 
School. 11 a.m. - Worship. 
6 p.m.  - Service.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 p.m. 
- Worship.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:45 - Sunday School.

CHRISTIAN NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 6 
p.m. - Praise & worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for 
ages 6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. 
- Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:40 a.m. - Sunday 
School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Discipleship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF OSSIAN

1001 Dehner Dr.
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL 
classes. 10:15 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/

youth & Adult Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian

www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Sunday 

school. 10 a.m. - Worship. 
11:30 - New members 
class.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

GRACE BIBLE
6626 Village Way, Berne

gracebibleberne.com
9 a.m. - Sunday classes. 

10 a.m. - Collective Wor-
ship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:30 - Sunday School.

KINGDOM HALL 
OF JEHOVAH’S 

WITNESSES
2803 N. Main St.

jw.org
10 a.m. - Worship.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m. 
- Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir prac-

tice. 9 a.m. - Coffee, 
donuts, conversation. 9:30 
- Worship w/infant nursery 
& children’s church. 10:45 
- Sunday School.

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellowship. 
10:15 - Worship.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service 

(Children’s programs 
available).

 
LIVING WATER 

UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton

8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 
a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL 
HILL SEVENTH 

DAY ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible study 
groups. 10:30 - Worship. 
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

MARKLE 
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St., 

Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Sunday School.

LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 

- Sunday School.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)

8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.

webs.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School & 

Adult Bible study. 10 a.m. - 
Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1

9:30 - Sunday School. 
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, Wor-
ship child care nurse. 10 
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Adult Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
parkccbluffton.org

10 a.m. - Connection. 11 
a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 - 

Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. 

- Fellowship. 10:15 - Sun-
day School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St. 
Suite 108, 110

riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s 
classes available during 
Sunday School & Wor-
ship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto

9 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or 
by appointment - Confes-
sions. 5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. 

- Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. 
LUTHERAN

16933 Thiele Rd. 
stmarkfw.org

8:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10 a.m. - Worship.

THE CHURCH AT 
MCNATT

9221 W 800 S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fellow-
ship. 9:15 - Worship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 

10:15 - Children’s Sunday 
School.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.

6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 
10 a.m. - Adult & Chil-
dren’s Worship.

UNIONDALE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

5867 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

 
UNIONTOWN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fellow-
ship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

205 S. Adams St., 
Monroe

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 
- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.

9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST

3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.
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WHAT IS TRUTH?
Secure in his palace and 

fortress, Pilate looked at the 
prisoner in front of him. The 
ever-growing mob that had 
simmered in the early 
morning dark would 
soon start boiling as 
its leaders awaited — 
actually demanded — 
this execution.

The leaders also 
refused to enter — 
claiming it would 
defile them — when 
they first arrived, so 
Pilate went to them, 
but when he asked them to 
identify the charges against 
their prisoner, the Jewish 
officials merely responded, 
“If he were not a malefactor, 
we would not have deliv-
ered him up unto thee” (John 
18:29-32).

“Take ye him, and judge 
him according to your law,” 
Pilate responded (John 
18:31).

That, apparently, wasn’t 
the answer they wanted.

“We found this fellow 
perverting the nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute to 
Caesar, saying that he him-
self is Christ a King,” they 
said, suddenly remember-
ing the reasons why the man 
should die (Luke 23:2).

A king?
Pilate returned to the 

praetorium to ponder — and 
speak to this prisoner without 
his accusers.

“Art thou the King of the 
Jews?”

A simple question that 
only required a simple 
answer: Yes or no.

No problem.
“Sayest thou this thing of 

thyself, or did others tell it 
thee of me?”

Never mind.
“Am I a Jew? Thine own 

nation and chief priests have 
delivered thee unto me: what 
hast thou done?”

“My kingdom is not of 
this world: if my kingdom 
were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, 
that I should not be deliv-
ered to the Jews: but now is 
my kingdom not from hence” 
(John 18:33-36).

Finally, he admits it: He 
rules a kingdom, but what 
kind of kingdom is not of this 
world?

“Thou sayest that I am a 
king. To this end was I born, 
and for this cause came I into 
the world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth. Every 
one that is of the truth heareth 

my voice” (John 18:37).
And then Pilate asked …
But how did he ask? The 

Bible inerrantly records all 
its details, but it doesn’t 

record all details. For 
instance …

“What is truth?” 
he asked with an 
absent-minded tone, 
pretending to lis-
ten as he sipped his 
wine and perused the 
unending list of other 
appointments that 
smothered his too-
busy schedule.

“What is truth?” Pilate 
asked despondently, unleash-
ing a frustrated sigh as he 
collapsed into the judgment 
seat, weary at asking the 
same question that no one 
had ever answered — and no 
one ever would.

“What is truth?” Pilate 
asked with a new edge in 
his voice, as he for some 
reason glanced at the nearby 
chest with sacred money he 
… took … from the Jewish 
Temple to support a Roman 
aqueduct. Then his lip curled 
in a sneer as he dismissed 
the notion that this simple 
Jewish prison could teach a 
Roman governor anything 
more than the quirks of his 
small-town religion.

Or …
“What is truth?” Pilate 

shouted in an excited voice, 
tears forming in his eyes as 
he clutched Jesus’ robe, dar-
ing to hope that finally this 
king from a kingdom he 
couldn’t explain may give 
him the answers he couldn’t 
understand, answers that 
could relieve the longing that 
all other truths couldn’t fill.

“What is truth?”
Pilate’s question still 

echoes throughout the past 
2,000 years, and perhaps it 
echoes even more loudly 
this time of year, as politi-
cians and pundits present 
their own spin on the facts, 
while journalists (and people 
pretending to be journalists) 
entrench themselves more 
and more deeply into their 
biases both on the right and 
left — while still facetiously 
claiming neutrality.

Yet truth goes beyond 
politics and the issues of the 
day, as the next several col-
umns attempt to explain.

What is truth?
Sadly, too many people 

don’t think they can answer 
that question.

Christians, though, can.
baumofchet@gmail.com

by Chet 
Baumgartner

A Joyful Noise ...

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:
• E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
• Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton



DENVER (AP) — 
Investigators on Friday were 
trying to figure out what 
led to an elevator accident 
inside a former Colorado 
gold mine that killed a tour 
guide, injured four others 
and left a separate group of 
12 people trapped for hours 
at the bottom of the tourist 
attraction 1,000 feet (305 
meters) beneath the surface.

The  e leva to r  was 
descending into the Mol-
lie Kathleen Gold Mine on 
Thursday in the mountains 
near Colorado Springs. At 
around 500 feet down, the 
person operating the eleva-
tor from the surface “felt 
something strange” and 
stopped it, Teller County 
Sheriff Jason Mikesell said.

The elevator was still 
operable, and those on board 
were brought back up within 
20 minutes, the sheriff said. 
A door on the elevator was 
broken when it was raised.

“We don’t know if the 
door malfunctioned or not or 
if something else occurred. 
There’s a lot that goes on 
in these little elevators,” he 
said. “We just know that the 
door was broken somehow.”

The man killed, Patrick 
Weier, 46, had a young child 
and was from the nearby 
town of Victor, Colorado. 
The exact circumstances of 
his death were not disclosed, 
but the sheriff said he died 
because of the elevator’s 
mechanical issue and not 
due to a medical issue.

Eleven other people, 
including two children, who 
were riding the elevator dur-

ing the mishap were brought 
up with it following the 
accident. Four had minor 
injuries including back pain, 
neck pain and arm pain, the 
sheriff said.

Twelve adults from a 
second group were trapped 
below ground for about six 
hours while engineers made 
sure the elevator could be 
used. The group had access 
to water and used radios to 
communicate with authori-
ties, who told them there 
was an elevator issue, Mike-
sell said.

They were hoisted up in 
groups of four over 30 min-
utes. Officials had been pre-
pared to bring them up by 
rope if necessary.

Most people who were 
in the elevator when it mal-
functioned were later taken 
to a local relief center, where 
some got showers, new 
clothes and sandwiches, said 
Ted Borden, with the Com-
munity of Caring Founda-
tion in Cripple Creek.

“It was still very raw, but 
there was some good cama-
raderie,” Borden said.

Elevator accidents at 
mines are extremely rare, 
said Steven Schafrik, a 
University of Kentucky 
associate professor of min-
ing engineering. They have 
been used by the industry 
to carry people and mate-
rial since the mid-1800s, he 
said, and modern elevators 
are equipped with fail-safe 
devices that prevent them 
from falling far if a cable 
breaks.

“They’re just ridiculous-

ly safe,” Schafrik said of 
mining elevators.

He declined to comment 
directly on the Colorado 
accident.

Mikesell said the family 
that owns the mine had run 
it as a tourist attraction for 
generations and worked to 
make it safe.

Mines that operate as tour-
ist attractions in Colorado 
must designate someone to 
inspect the mines and the 
transportation systems daily, 
according to the state Divi-
sion of Reclamation, Mining 
and Safety. Mikesell said he 
didn’t know the date of the 
last inspection at the Mol-
lie Kathleen Mine. Records 
of the inspections weren’t 
immediately available online.

Changes to the eleva-
tor were made in 1988 after 
the mine came under new 
ownership, according to 
the mine’s website. A sec-
ond car that could carry 
nine people was suspended 
below the existing eleva-
tor, and a new motor was 
installed to accommodate 
the increased weight, the 
website says.

The sheriff said the bro-
ken door was on the top-
most car. He did not know 
which one the victim was in.

Weier was a “phenom-
enal” guide and told visitors 
that he was an experienced 
miner, said Jennifer Nolan 
of Zanesville, Ohio, who 
toured the mine in August.

The tour began with 
Nolan’s group descending 
into the shaft with six peo-
ple in each of the elevator’s 

two cars.
The cages were “very, 

very, very tight,” she said. 
People stood shoulder-to-
shoulder, but the ride was 
smooth, she recalled.

A mine inspector was 
among those on their tour, 
Nolan said, but she believed 
he was inspecting the opera-
tions underground, not the 
elevator. The area at the bot-
tom of the shaft was large, 
with demonstrations of 
mining technology over the 
decades.

The accident was under 
investigation by local and 
state authorities along with 
the U.S. Mine Safety and 
Health Administration and 
the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration.

The incident, which was 
reported to authorities at 
about noon, happened dur-
ing the final week of the 
Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine 

season before it shuts down 
for the winter, Mikesell said.

The mine’s owners 
issued a statement Friday 
expressing their condo-
lences and thanking emer-
gency responders. The mine 
will be closed until further 
notice, they said.

The mine is in Cripple 
Creek, a town of about 
1,100 people southwest of 
Colorado Springs.

It opened in the 1800s 
and closed in 1961, but con-
tinued as a tourist site. Its 
website describes a one-hour 
tour where visitors can see 
veins of gold in the rock and 
ride an underground tram.

A woman named Mollie 
Kathleen Gortner discov-
ered the site of the mine in 
1891 when she saw quartz 
laced with gold, according 
to the company’s website.
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Israeli forces kill 2 Lebanese soldiers, injure 2 UN peacekeepers
By BASSEM MROUE 

Associated Press
BEIRUT (AP) — An Israeli 

airstrike killed two Lebanese sol-
diers and wounded three on Fri-
day, Lebanon’s military said, just 
hours after the Israeli military 
fired on the headquarters of U.N. 
peacekeepers in southern Leba-
non, injuring two of them for the 
second day in a row.

The incidents entangling both 
Lebanon’s official army — which 
has largely stayed on the sidelines 
of the conflict between Israel and 
Iran-backed Hezbollah — and 
the U.N. peacekeeping mission 
in Lebanon raised alarm as Israel 
broadens its campaign against 
Hezbollah with waves of heavy 
airstrikes across the country and a 
ground invasion at the border.

In central Beirut, rescue work-
ers combed Friday through the 
rubble of a collapsed building, 
searching for survivors of an Israe-
li airstrike that killed at least 22 
people and wounded dozens in the 
Lebanese capital the night before.

Hezbollah has been firing rock-
ets into Israel over the past year 
in solidarity with the Palestinians 
in Gaza following Hamas’ devas-
tating Oct. 7 attacks on southern 
Israel that killed 1,200 people and 
resulted in 250 taken hostage.

In return, Israel’s military has 
pounded Hezbollah targets in 
Lebanon, killing more than 2,237 
Lebanese — including Hezbollah 
fighters, civilians and medical per-
sonnel — according to the Leba-
nese health ministry.

Among them, the ministry 
reported late Friday, were a two-
year-old and 16-year-old killed by 
airstrikes in the southern village of 
Baysarieh.

Hezbollah attacks have killed 29 
civilians as well as 39 Israeli sol-
diers, both in northern Israel since 
October 2023, and in southern 

Lebanon since Sept. 30, when Israel 
launched its ground invasion.

Israel strikes a 
Lebanese army checkpoint
On Friday, the Lebanese army 

said an Israeli airstrike hit a build-
ing near a military checkpoint in 
the southern Bint Jbeil province.

The Israeli military said it had 
been targeting Hezbollah posi-
tions in southern Lebanon when 
reports emerged that it had hit sev-
eral Lebanese army soldiers. The 
Israeli army said it investigated the 
incident but remained “unaware 
of any Lebanese army facilities 
found in the area of the strike.”

Lebanon’s army is not a party 
to the fighting between Israel and 
Hezbollah — after Israel launched 
its ground invasion on Sept. 30, 
Lebanese soldiers withdrew some 
3 miles from their observation 
posts along the border.

The only direct clash between 
the two national armies occurred 
on Oct. 3, when Israeli tank fire hit 
a Lebanese army post also in the 
area of Bint Jbeil, killing a soldier 
and prompting Lebanese soldiers 
to return fire.

Both Lebanese troops and U.N. 
peacekeepers are deployed in south-
ern Lebanon to enforce U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1701 that 
ended a bloody monthlong 2006 
war between Israel and Hezbollah.

But Lebanon’s army is no 
match for Hezbollah, and neither 
its soldiers nor the peacekeepers 
have been capable of preventing 
the Shiite militants from entrench-
ing themselves in the border 
region. Israel accuses Hezbollah of 
establishing militant infrastructure 
along the border in violation of the 
U.N. resolution.

Israel hits U.N. peacekeepers 
again, wounding two

The Israeli military opened fire 
near the U.N. headquarters in Leb-
anon’s southern town of Naqoura 

on Friday, the army said, hitting 
the observation post and injuring 
two peacekeepers for the second 
time in as many days.

An initial review by the Israeli 
army found that soldiers in south-
ern Lebanon targeted what they 
believed to be a threat located 
some 50 yards from the U.N. 
peacekeeping mission in Lebanon 
but ultimately struck the peace-
keepers.

One of the injured peacekeep-
ers was hospitalized in the near-
by city of Tyre while the other 
received medical care on site, the 
United Nations force, known as 
UNIFIL, said. Both were identi-
fied as Sri Lankan.

The army repeated its warning 
that UNIFIL personnel abandon 
their positions in areas where Hez-
bollah militants launch rockets into 
Israel. Following Thursday’s attack, 
the U.N. peacekeeping chief, Jean-
Pierre Lacroix, said 300 peacekeep-
ers in front-line positions on south-
ern Lebanon’s border were tempo-
rarily moved to larger bases.

In a statement condemning 
the strike as “a grave violation of 
international humanitarian law,” 
UNIFIL reported that explosions 
on Friday hit the same place they 
did the day before, when Israeli 
tank fire injured two Indonesian 
peacekeepers, damaged vehicles 
and a communication system, and 
drew sharp international criticism.

“Peacekeepers must be pro-
tected by all parties of the conflict, 
and what has happened is obvious-
ly condemnable,” said U.N. Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres.

The French foreign ministry 
accused Israel of deliberately fir-
ing at peacekeepers and sum-
moned the Israeli ambassador Fri-
day in an official protest.

In a call with his Israeli coun-
terpart, U.S. Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin stressed the impor-

tance of ensuring the safety of 
UNIFIL forces and urged Israel to 
“pivot from military operations to 
a diplomatic pathway as soon as 
feasible,” the Pentagon said.

When President Joe Biden was 
questioned by reporters whether 
he was asking Israel to stop strik-
ing U.N. peacekeepers, he replied, 
“Absolutely, positively.”

Israel’s airstrike warnings terrify 
and confuse Lebanese civilians

BEIRUT (AP) — As the war between Israel and Hezbollah 
intensifies, Lebanese civilians are increasingly paying the price – 
and this dangerous reality often becomes clear in the middle of the 
night: That’s when the Israeli military typically warns people to 
evacuate buildings or neighborhoods to avoid airstrikes.

Israel and Hezbollah have been exchanging strikes nearly every 
day since the start of the war in Gaza. Hezbollah says it will fire 
rockets into Israel until there’s a cease-fire in Gaza; Israel says its 
fighting to stop those attacks, which have forced tens of thousands 
of Israelis from their homes.

But it wasn’t until late last month, when Israel dramatically 
expanded its aerial campaign against Hezbollah, that Lebanese 
people began receiving regular warnings about upcoming airstrikes. 
Human rights groups say Israel’s warnings — which aren’t issued 
before many airstrikes — are inadequate and sometimes misleading.

On Sept. 23, Israel made 80,000 calls into Lebanon, according to 
Imad Kreidieh, head of the country’s telecommunications company 
– presumably recorded warnings about upcoming airstrikes.

The calls caused panic. Schools shut down. People rushed home 
early from work. It ended up being the deadliest day of airstrikes 
in Lebanon in decades, with over 500 people killed — roughly one 
quarter of all those killed in Lebanon the past year, according to the 
country’s Health Ministry. Women and children make up one quar-
ter of all the deaths, the ministry says.

Israel has issued warnings on social media nearly every day 
since then.

So far, evacuation notices in Lebanon have been far more lim-
ited than in Gaza, but the messages in both places have a common 
theme. In Gaza, Israel says it is targeting Hamas militants embed-
ded among Gaza’s civilians. In Lebanon, it warns of similar behav-
ior by Hezbollah, a Hamas ally.

Most of the Israeli military’s warnings first appear on the social 
media accounts of its Arabic spokesperson. They are then amplified 
by the Lebanese media.

The warnings instruct people to vacate homes “immediately,” and 
they are usually followed by a series of overnight strikes that often 
cause damage in areas beyond those that were warned. Israel says it 
is targeting Hezbollah fighters, weapons or other assets belonging to 
the group. Warnings are rarely issued before daytime strikes.

Elevator door ‘broken’ during Colorado mine tour accident that killed 1
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By RYAN WALKER
MONROE — Adams 

Central’s 49-24 win over 
Bluffton notched its fourth 
consecutive ACAC title Fri-
day night.

The Jets (7-1, 5-0 
ACAC) flew high and 
soared away in the second 
half, outscoring the upset-
minded Tigers (6-2, 4-2 
ACAC) 21-8.

Bluffton had its opportu-
nity to make the game quite 
interesting to the 8,000-plus 
crowd in attendance.

With 25 seconds left 
before halftime, Axton 
Beste completed his sec-
ond touchdown pass of the 
night on a 35-yard dot to Eli 
Bertsch on fourth-and-10. 
Beste, who was pressured 
all night, rolled to his right 
by design and rainbowed a 
perfect pass to Bertsch for 
one of his eight catches on 
the night, putting the score 
at 28-16.

“I thought Eli Bertsch 
had a phenomenal night,” 
Bluffton head coach Brent 
Kunkel said of Bertsch, who 
put up a career-best 101 
yards. “(It was) kind of his 
coming out party tonight. 
He made some great catches 
because teams all know who 
A.J. Streveler is.”

That put the score at 
28-16 following the two-
point conversion and a real 
shot in the second half.

Adams Central would 

receive the ball next, but 
Bluffon’s defense came out 
of the halftime speech ready 
to rock.

The first drive stalled for 
both teams. On the Jets’ sec-
ond opportunity, it fell short 
again. On third down on the 
opening drive, Tavin Frees 
rushed quarterback Jamison 
Roach into a short throw to 
force a third straight incom-
pletion into a punt. A.J. 
Streveler returned the punt 
to the Jets’ 33-yard line to 
set up shop.

Bluffton moved the ball 
10 yards and inched closer 
to make this a one-score 
contest, but Beste’s pass 
was picked off by Hayden 
Bluhm. That was all the Jets 
needed to gain momentum 
back, taking the next drive 
for six plays and scoring on 
Aaron Hirschy’s 30-yard 
rush.

“Obviously it deflated 
us a little bit there,” Kunkel 
said. “Because it was 28-16 
and we had the ball. They 
get a stop. They get the 
score. (The) air kind of goes 
out the balloon a little bit.”

Adams Central would 
score twice afterward. 
Bluffton did get a 13-yard 
pass from Beste to Cooper 
Craig late in the fourth, but 
it was too little, too late.

It also didn’t help that 
Bluffton shot itself in the 
foot in the first quarter, .

The Tigers drew four 

penalties in the first quarter, 
killing their drives. Where 
it hurt them the most was 
the emergency punter of 
Craig, who was in replac-
ing Abram Gehrett (illness) 
on punting duties.

His first punt went back-
ward for -9 yards. That 
made life easy for the Jets, 
who scored three plays later 
on Matt Heiser’s 19-yard 
run. 

The second punt was 
nearly blocked, but the 
Tigers didn’t think to scoop 
the ball up. Bluhm picked 
it up and scored the easi-
est six points he could have 
imagined.

It’s another week where 
the Tigers have started the 
game flat. Similar slow 
starts have nearly cost them 
in games against Woodlan, 
Jay County, and did cost 
them in losses to Heritage 
and Adams Central.

The Patriots put up a 
21-6 spread on the Tigers 
last week in the first quar-
ter. The Jets quickly went 
up 14-0 by the 4:32 mark 
on Friday.

“You look at the start 
of the game and that’s on 
me,” Kunkel said. “We’ve 
got to figure something 
out about the way we start. 
Because you come out 
and our punter is not here, 
it’s something you have to 
overcome. He’s sick. So 

By JOHNATHAN 
SNYDER

HUNTINGTON — In 
the final game before the 
sectional draw on Sunday, 
the Norwell Knights (2-5, 
2-3 NE8) were overpowered 
by the Huntington North 
Vikings (4-3 overall, 2-3 
NE8) in a 49-10 loss.

A promising first drive 
saw Norwell return to the 
ground game of the past few 
years. A mixture of Adam 
Mahnensmith and Drew 
Graft runs combined with 
great pushes from the offen-
sive line drove the Knights 
on an eight-play, 58-yard 
touchdown drive. Drew 
Graft’s 32-yard touchdown 
catch tied the game at seven 
after the Vikings scored on 
their first drive.

The game quickly turned 
as the Vikings’ passing 
game carved up Norwell’s 
secondary. 

Vikings quarterback 
Tony Decker threw for 
292 yards and four touch-
downs while adding 130 
rushing yards and an addi-
tional rushing touchdown. 
Decker’s versatility in using 
his legs to extend plays and 
pinpoint accuracy for mul-

tiple deep throws hurt the 
Knights. His primary target, 
Tatum Brooks, caught three 
of his touchdowns, all of 
which were over 45 yards, 
for a total of 142 yards 
receiving. 

Vikings tight end Wyatt 
Shearer joined in the scoring 
as well with four catches for 
130 yards and a touchdown.

“We saw on film that he 
(Brooks) was pretty ath-
letic,” Norwell head coach 
Josh Gerber said. “He 
reminded us a little bit of 
Eli Riley when we had him 
and they used him in some 
of the same ways with the 
ability to scramble and the 
ability to run. They just did 
a real nice job of using him. 
He’s an athlete, they got him 
in space and we had a hard 
time bringing him down. 
Then he made some really 
good throws when he was 
on the run. He’s a very tal-
ented player and it showed 
tonight.”

Throughout the second 
quarter, it was all Vikings as 
the Knights’ defense had no 
answers for their versatility. 
Whether it was carries from 
Vikings runningback Mar-
cus Linker or from Decker, 

the Vikings 
consistently 
gashed the 
K n i g h t s . 
Long pass-
es comple-
m e n t e d 
steady run-
ning as the 
V i k i n g s 
put up 35 
points in 
the  f i r s t 
half alone.

Cayden Cassel returned 
to the starting quarterback 
role after an injury set him 
back for a few weeks. He 
played mistake-free foot-
ball with no turnovers and 
97 yards through the air. 
A couple of critical drops 
and a swarming defense 
prevented Cassel from get-
ting too comfortable as the 
offensive line tired through-
out the contest.

“The plan was that if he 
was able to play, we were 
going to play him,” Gerber 
said. “His reps were limited 
in practice but he did a good 
job of knocking the rust 
off and I thought he played 
pretty well. (He) made some 
nice throws, and a couple of 
good reads.”

A 
2 7 - y a r d 
field goal 
f r o m 
Graft at 
the clos-
ing stages 
o f  t h e 
first half 
did little 
to soften 
the blow 
a s  t h e 
K n i g h t s 

went into halftime down 
35-10. The Vikings then 
attacked with a three-play, 
69-yard touchdown drive 
after forcing the Norwell 
offense to go three-and-
out to start the second half. 
Defensively, the Knights 
could not hold the Vikings’ 
power, as every drive until 
the fourth quarter ended in a 
touchdown.

“Our inability to get off 
the field defensively, that 
was the big thing,” Gerber 
said. “We’ve got to focus up 
and do what we are coached 
to do. We felt like we had 
eight or nine guys doing 
what we coached them to 
do and we had a couple 
guys off on their own doing 
something they shouldn’t 

have been doing. We just 
weren’t disciplined in our 
assignments and that cost 
us.”

A Linker rushing touch-
down with 3:26 left in 
the third quarter, his sec-
ond and final touchdown 
of the night, pushed the 
game to a running clock. 
After the third, the back-
ups came in and closed out 
the game with no scoring in 
the fourth. Adam Mahnen-
smith ended the game with 
29 yards on 14 attempts 
along with two catches for 
12 yards. Graft ended with 
two catches for 78 yards 
and a touchdown, mixing 
in 50 yards on five rushing 
attempts.

The Knights will be at 
home against Columbia 
City next Friday for Senior 
night. Columbia City holds 
a 7-1 overall record and cur-
rently sits in second place in 
the Northeast 8 Conference, 
defeating Leo in their last 
game, 21-18.

jonathan@news-banner.com

HUNTINGTON NORTH 49, 
NORWELL 10

At Huntington North
Score By Quarters

Norwell     7    3     0    0  — 10
H. North  14   21  14   0  — 49

Scoring Summary
First Quarter

HN—Tony Decker 1-yard run (Von 
Sandersleben kick), 8:26.
N—Cayden Cassel 32-yard pass to 
Drew Graft (Graft kick), 4:55.
HN—Marcus Linker 2-yard run 
(Sandersleben kick), 1:36

Second Quarter
HN—Decker 69-yard pass to Wyatt 
Shearer (Sandersleben kick), 9:03.
HN—Decker 56-yard pass to Tatum 
Brooks (Sandersleben kick), 6:47.
HN—Decker 48-yard pass (Sand-
ersleben kick), 4:54.
N—Graft 26-yard field goal, 1:23.

Third Quarter
HN—Decker 4-yard pass to Brooks 
(Sandersleben kick), 9:38.
HN—Linker 2-yard run (Sandersle-
ben kick), 3:26

Fourth Quarter
No scoring.

Team Statistics
	            HN        NOR
First Downs	           20            9
Rushes-Yards	        28-205    27-67
Yards Passing	          292         104
Passing (C-A-I)	      11-16-0   8-16-0
Penalties-Yards	  7-83       8-80 
Fumbles-Lost	           0-0         3-0
Punts-Average	         4-32       0-00
Time of Possession	 18:52     20:12

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Norwell: Drew Graft 5-42, 
Adam Mahnensmith 13-39, Connor 
Fojtik 1-1, Titus Edwards 1-1, E.J. 
Morgan 2-(-8), Cayden Cassel 5-(-
8). Huntington North: Tony Decker 
9-130, Marcus Linker 11-48, C.J. 
Hemison 6-23, James Linker 1-3, 
Ethan Johnson 1-1.
Passing: Norwell: Cayden Cassel 
7-15-0 97. E.J. Morgan 1-1-0 7. Hun-
tington North: Tony Decker 11-16-0 
292.
Receiving: Norwell: Drew Graft 3-81, 
Brady Smith 1-11, Connor Fojtik 1-7, 
Drew Jolley 1-5, Adam Mehnensmith 
1-1, Garry Riley 1-(-1). Huntington 
North: Tatum Brooks 5-142, Wyatt 
Shearer 4-130, James Linker 1-11, 
Marcus Linker 1-9.

By ANDREW FEEBACK
MONROEVILLE — 

After taking on the confer-
ence’s top team a week ago, 
the Southern Wells Raid-
ers went north to face the 
league’s second-place team 
this week. 

Just like the previous 
week, it went very poorly 
for the Raiders, who were 
overwhelmed 70-0 by the 
host Heritage Patriots. 

Heritage (7-1) scored on 
the first play of the game 
with a 54-yard touchdown 
run by Lucas Weber. Weber 
then picked off a deflected 
pass from Trey Slusher and 
returned it 32 yards for a 
score to make it 14-0 less 
than two minutes in. 

Southern Wells put 
together a drive that lasted 
more than six minutes, but 
ended with Weber inter-
cepting another pass from 
Slusher. 

The Patriots picked up 
first downs on three straight 
plays before Eli Tigulis 
threw a 20-yard pass to 
Zeke Litchfield, and it was 
21-0. 

Braden Walter’s 17-yard 
touchdown run opened the 
Patriots’ second-quarter 
onslaught, and Walter fol-

lowed that up with a 55-yard 
punt return score. 

When Litchfield’s touch-
down run made it 42-0, the 
teams agreed to a running 
clock the rest of the way. 

Tigulis threw two more 
touchdown passes before 
the half was over. The first 
one was a 22-yard strike 
to LanTae Cassel, and the 
other was an 11-yard pass to 
Greyson Mullins. 

Following Weber’s third 
interception of the half, 
Preston Moore got loose for 
a 49-yard burst as the half 
ended to put Heritage up 
63-0. 

Southern Wells had two 
possessions reach the red 
zone in the second half, but 
both ended with fumbles. 

Heritage got its final 
points on a six-yard touch-
down run from C’Jay Bar-
nett. 

For the Raiders, Slusher 
completed 9-13 passes for 
99 yards. 

Southern Wells will host 
South Adams on Friday 
night.

sports@news-banner.com

HERITAGE 70, 
SOUTHERN WELLS 0

At Heritage
Score By Quarters

So. Wells	   0	  0	 0    0  —  0

Heritage	  21	 42	 0    7  — 70
Scoring Summary

First Quarter
H—Lucas Weber 54 run (Cam Raun-
er kick), 11:45.
H—Weber 32 interception return 
(Rauner kick), 10:23.
H—Zeke Litchfield 20 pass from Eli 
Tigulis (Rauner kick), 2:57.

Second Quarter
H—Braden Walter 17 run (Rauner 
kick), 11:37.
H—Walter 55 punt return (Rauner 
kick), 8:36.
H—Litchfield 17 run (Rauner kick), 
6:29.
H—LanTae Cassel 22 pass from 
Tigulis (Rauner kick), 6:11.
H—Greyson Mullins 11 pass from 
Tigulis (Rauner kick), 3:20.
H—Preston Moore 49 run (Rauner 
kick), 0:00. 

Third Quarter
No scoring.

Fourth Quarter
H—C’Jay Barnett 6 run (Rauner 
kick), 0:30. 

Team Statistics
	               SW	      HER
First Downs	         8	        11
Rushes-Yards	     26-41     28-299
Yards Passing	        99	        64
Passing (C-A-I)	    9-13-4     4-6-0
Penalties-Yards     5-25	       4-25
Fumbles-Lost	        4-3	       0-0
Punts-Average	      3-30	     1-38
Time of Possession	27:01   20:59

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Southern Wells, Trey 
Slusher 15-31, Leeland Goodnight 
1-2, Lyrik Maddox 1-0, Alden Dollar 
3-(minus 2), Levi Blake 3-3, Bryson 
Williams 1-1, Robby Freimuth 1-10. 
Heritage, Lucas Weber 3-71, Braden 
Walter 4-75, Preston Moore 1-49, 
Zeke Litchfield 1-17, Bryson Berg 
9-33, C’Jay Barnett 4-3, Brady Boyle 
5-37, Dominic Ferguson 1-16. 
Passing: Southern Wells, Slusher 
9-13-4-99. Heritage, Tigulis 4-6-0-64. 
Receiving: Southern Wells, Maddox 
4-28, Goodnight 2-50, Blake 1-5, 
Clayton Peterson 1-13, Dollar 1-3. 
Heritage, Litchfield 1-20, LanTae 
Cassel 1-22, Greyson Mullins 1-11, 
Walter 1-11.

Clayton Peterson for Southern Wells stiff arms a Heritage defender after a pass play for a first 
down Friday night at Monroe. (Photo by Glen Werling)

Bluffton wide receiver A.J. Streveler picks up big yards as he takes his Adams Central defender 
for a short ride Friday at Monroe. (Photos by Glen Werling)

Jets take down Tigers to fly away with ACAC title

(Continued on Page A2)

Raiders blanked by Patriots

Huntington North’s long range shots sink Norwell Knights
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Putnam TEIncA  m ML 531 7.90 -0.5 +11.1/B +1.2/C 4.00
Schwab SP500Idx LB 104,575 90.07 +5.3 +34.5 +16.3 NL
Thornburg IntermMnA  m MI 260 13.31 -0.1 +7.8/D +1.2/B 2.00
Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA  m GS 38 12.06 -1.0 +7.9/A +0.2/E 2.25
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl LB 552,765 536.82 +4.8 +34.7/B +16.2/B NL
Vanguard GrIdxAdmrl LG 84,020 200.13 +5.0 +38.2/C +19.1/A NL
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl MI 73,965 13.72 -0.2 +8.4/C +1.5/A NL
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl LB 73,257 183.51 +4.0 +25.4/E +15.5/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 78,754 20.37 +2.0 +19.7 +7.1 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 99,058 39.79 +2.5 +21.6 +8.1 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 104,179 25.07 +2.9 +23.1 +9.0 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 93,114 44.98 +3.4 +24.6 +9.9 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 91,013 30.81 +3.8 +26.0 +10.8 NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2050Fd TN 77,440 51.74 +4.3 +27.1 +11.2 NL
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl CI 102,378 9.72 -1.8 +9.7/D +0.1/C NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl FB 79,665 34.44 +4.2 +22.6/B +7.3/C NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv FB 214,437 20.59 +4.2 +22.5/B +7.3/C NL
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 401,694 139.27 +5.1 +34.1/C +15.5/C NL
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl MA 100,407 80.23 +2.6 +23.1/B +9.4/B NL

                                                      Total Assets                 Total Return/Rank         Pct
Name                                        Obj    ($Mlns)    NAV      4-wk     12-mo     5-year    Load

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government, 
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate 
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same 
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar. 

Weekly doW JoneS and S&P 500
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Close: 42,863.86

1-week change: 511.11 (1.2%)

Dow Jones industrials

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock 
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy 
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = 
Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants. 
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred 
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA 
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x  = fund 
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

StockS oF local IntereSt
                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

AFLAC 2.00 113.26 -2.00 -1.7 +37.3
AT&T Inc 1.11 21.37 -.26 -1.2 +27.4
AMD 1.60 167.89 -3.01 -1.8 +13.9
Algorhyth ... .54 +.07 +15.8 -47.0
AEP 3.52 98.25 -2.03 -2.0 +21.0
ApldMatl 1.60 205.06 +3.09 +1.5 +26.5
ArcdLith n ... 5.56 +2.48 +80.5 -18.4
BP PLC 1.74 32.11 -.77 -2.3 -9.3
BrMySq 2.40 52.20 -1.76 -3.3 +1.7
CampSp 1.48 47.41 +.06 +0.1 +9.7
Carnival ... 20.43 +2.41 +13.4 +10.2
Caterpillar 5.64 402.02 +4.93 +1.2 +36.0
Chevron 6.52 151.42 +.68 +0.5 +1.5
Cisco 1.60 54.25 +1.50 +2.8 +7.4
Citigroup 2.24 65.74 +3.10 +4.9 +27.8
CocaCola 1.94 69.57 -.60 -0.9 +18.1
ConduitPh ... .12 +.02 +17.2 -97.5
DBXHvChiA .29 28.47 -4.35 -13.3 +19.1
DxSOXBr rs ... 18.96 -1.06 -5.3 ...
DirChiBll ... 40.74 -11.09 -21.4 +94.6
DxSOXBl ... 38.67 +1.99 +5.4 +23.2
Disney .30 94.13 -1.02 -1.1 +4.3
Eaton 3.76 341.39 +8.34 +2.5 +41.8
EliLilly 5.20 932.06 +44.90 +5.1 +59.9
Expion360 rs ... 2.39 -2.31 -49.1 -99.6
ExxonMbl 3.80 123.61 -1.22 -1.0 +23.6
FordM .60 10.72 +.15 +1.4 -12.1
FrankElec .90 105.31 +1.57 +1.5 +9.0
FrptMcM .30 50.03 -.52 -1.0 +17.5
GE Aero 1.12 191.16 +4.08 +2.2 +87.8
GritstOnc h ... .05 -.14 -73.2 -97.5
HP Inc 1.02 37.01 +1.02 +2.8 +23.0
HomeDp 9.00 411.90 +3.54 +0.9 +18.9
iShChinaLC .87 33.37 -2.34 -6.6 +38.9
iSh20 yrT 3.05 93.70 -1.85 -1.9 -5.2
iShiBxHYB 5.09 79.57 -.03 ... +2.8
Intel .50 23.56 +.97 +4.3 -53.1
IBM 6.64 233.26 +7.26 +3.2 +42.6

KaixinHld ... .21 -.14 -39.6 -76.3
KrS ChIn 2.58 35.01 -3.40 -8.9 +29.7
Kroger 1.28 55.36 -.53 -0.9 +21.1
LincNat 1.80 32.43 +1.04 +3.3 +20.2
LogicMrk ... .09 -.03 -24.1 -92.0
Lowes 4.60 275.76 +8.00 +3.0 +23.9
LuminrTc A ... .87 -.02 -2.0 -74.2
LuxUrban ... .05 -.02 -31.2 -99.1
McDnlds 7.08 305.04 +1.28 +0.4 +2.9
MicrAlgo rs ... .34 +.02 +6.6 -96.3
Microsoft 3.32 416.32 +.26 +0.1 +10.7
Momentu ... .68 +.27 +66.3 -60.6
NIO ... 6.24 -.53 -7.8 -31.2
NL Inds .32 8.04 +.69 +9.4 +43.3
NiSource 1.06 33.93 -.71 -2.0 +27.8
NorflkSo 5.40 250.17 +2.25 +0.9 +5.8
Nucor 2.16 151.91 +.47 +0.3 -12.7
Nvidia s .04 134.80 +9.88 +7.9 +172.2
Palantir ... 43.51 +3.50 +8.7 +153.4
PepsiCo 5.42 174.81 +6.84 +4.1 +2.9
Pfizer 1.68 29.16 +.58 +2.0 +1.3
PlugPowr h ... 2.12 -.03 -1.4 -52.9
PrUltPQ ... 74.30 +2.33 +3.2 +46.5
PShtQQQ ... 7.17 -.26 -3.5 -46.7
SpdrDJIA 3.98 428.73 +5.32 +1.3 +13.8
S&P500ETF 4.13 579.58 +6.60 +1.2 +21.9
SoFiTech ... 9.01 +.62 +7.4 -9.4
StlDynam 1.84 129.86 +1.64 +1.3 +10.0
Tesla ... 217.80 -32.28 -12.9 -12.3
Trump ... 25.28 +8.78 +53.2 +44.5
UP Fint ... 8.62 -3.77 -30.4 +95.0
VerizonCm 2.71 43.00 -.50 -1.1 +14.1
WW Intl ... 1.66 +.91 +119.9 -81.0
WalMart s .83 80.10 -.84 -1.0 +52.4
WalgBoots 1.00 9.21 +.49 +5.6 -64.7
WsteMInc 3.00 211.81 +3.72 +1.8 +18.3
WellsFargo 1.60 60.99 +4.03 +7.1 +23.9
XChange ... .24 -.02 -6.9 -87.9

Money rateS

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
 1-year
 2-year
 5-year
 10-year
 30-year

 8.00 8.00
 5.50 5.50
 4.83 4.83

 4.18 4.22
 3.95 3.96
 3.88 3.91
 4.10 4.07
 4.40 4.37

                                     Last    Pvs Day
currencIeS

Australia 1.4801 1.4861
Britain 1.3072 1.3047
Canada 1.3761 1.3758
Euro .9141 .9155
Japan 149.11 148.75
Mexico 19.2911 19.5130
Switzerlnd .8571 .8572

                                   Last        Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All 
others show dollar in foreign currency. 

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
ArcdLith n 6286398 5.56 +2.48
Palantir 3208848 43.51 +3.50
NIO 3201247 6.24 -.53
Carnival 2062497 20.43 +2.41
Pfizer 2039575 29.16 +.58
FordM 2008342 10.72 +.15
BkofAm 1634444 41.95 +1.84
Vale SA 1541490 11.08 -.37
BcoBrad 1531344 2.61 -.12
Alibaba 1485238 110.14 -4.39

nySe actIveS ($1 or More)nySe GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
ArcdLith n 5.56 +2.48 +80.5
Innovate rs 5.30 +1.83 +52.7
IDT Cp 48.01 +9.85 +25.8
GXO Log 61.98 +12.68 +25.7
akaBrnd 23.04 +4.60 +24.9
SunlTch 8.56 +1.66 +24.1
CitizInc 4.75 +.88 +22.7
Wolfspeed 11.48 +2.00 +21.1
MirionTc 13.35 +2.31 +20.9
ESS Tch rs 7.85 +1.33 +20.4

nySe loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
SableOff wt 9.08 -3.92 -30.2
E2open 3.07 -.93 -23.3
JinkoSolar 24.02 -5.92 -19.8
Zhihu s 3.94 -.86 -17.9
MedProp 4.75 -.97 -17.0
Huya 4.30 -.87 -16.8
Ashfrd pfD 14.60 -2.90 -16.6
LufxHldg 3.37 -.66 -16.4
W&T Off 2.24 -.44 -16.4
DaqoNEn 20.50 -3.98 -16.3

Stock exchanGe hIGhlIGhtS

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Nvidia s 12871732 134.80 +9.88
Tesla 4147948 217.80 -32.28
Expion360 rs 3429272 2.39 -2.31
WW Intl 3171270 1.66 +.91
UP Fint 2978432 8.62 -3.77
Intel 2531025 23.56 +.97
AMD 2280771 167.89 -3.01
SoFiTech 2021504 9.01 +.62
Trump 1937779 25.28 +8.78
PlugPowr h 1820041 2.12 -.03

naSdaq actIveS ($1 or More)naSdaq GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
TopWlth n 7.14 +5.49 +332.7
ScholRck 26.51 +19.09 +257.3
Lee Ent rs 16.11 +7.28 +82.4
SOBR Sfe rs 6.55 +2.75 +72.4
TrinityBi rs 2.00 +.80 +66.7
TurboEnr 2.16 +.78 +56.5
Trump wt 17.78 +6.37 +55.8
Wellchnge n 5.90 +2.08 +54.5
Trump 25.28 +8.78 +53.2
SifyTech rs 3.38 +1.16 +52.3

naSdaq loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Expion360 rs 2.39 -2.31 -49.1
Veea 3.25 -2.13 -39.6
Galecto rs 7.27 -4.41 -37.8
MaxeonS rs 5.26 -3.14 -37.4
ZenaTech n 2.45 -1.46 -37.3
AuroraM rs 6.14 -3.26 -34.7
Inno Hldg rs 3.65 -1.85 -33.6
Forward rs 3.63 -1.75 -32.5
TC BioPh rs 5.12 -2.47 -32.5
BRiley pfA 5.39 -2.51 -31.7
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Close: 5,815.03

1-week change: 63.96 (1.1%)

S&P 500
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FOOTBALL
High School

Friday’s Scores
Friday’s Scores

Adams Central 49, Bluffton 24
Andrean 3, Hanover Central 0
Avon 21, Zionsville 14
Boone Grove 42, Lake Station 8
Boonville 35, Washington 18
Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory Academy 

68, Bloomington South 57
Bremen 46, Knox 38
Brownsburg 22, Noblesville 18
Brownstown 44, Silver Creek 6
Carroll (Flora) 42, Clinton Prairie 0
Carroll (Ft. Wayne) 52, Ft. Wayne 

Northrop 0
Cascade 56, Greencastle 7
Castle 62, Evansville Central 21
Centerville 55, Union City 0
Columbia City 21, Leo 18
Columbus East 52, Jeffersonville 6
Columbus North 35, Bloomington 

North 34, 2OT
Concord 44, Wawasee 7
Covington 55, Attica 0
Crown Point 41, Chesterton 7
Culver Academy 30, Heritage Chris-

tian 20
Danville 28, Western Boone 9
DeKalb 58, Bellmont 7
Decatur Central 38, Indpls Perry 

Meridian 35
Delphi 44, Clinton Central 21
E. Central 49, Greensburg 0
E. Noble 65, New Haven 0
Eastern (Greentown) 38, Sheridan 23
Eastern Hancock 41, Shenandoah 7
Eastside 48, Central Noble 6
Elkhart 26, Mishawaka Marian 0
Evansville Mater Dei 45, Evansville 

Harrison 7
Evansville Memorial 35, Vincennes 

12
Evansville Reitz 35, Evansville 

Bosse 0
Fairfield 48, Lakeland (IN) 38
Floyd Central 49, Jennings Co. 0
Forest Park 28, Pike Central 21
Franklin 41, Greenwood 14
Franklin Central 14, Hamilton South-

eastern 10
Franklin Co. 31, Batesville 17
Frankton 32, Blackford 7
Frontier 47, W. Central 8
Ft. Wayne North 42, Ft. Wayne 

Wayne 12
Ft. Wayne Snider 17, Ft. Wayne 

Dwenger 6
Ft. Wayne South 14, Ft. Wayne 

Luers 13
Garrett 42, Angola 14
Gary West 34, Hammond Noll 20
Gibson Southern 62, Mt. Vernon 

(Posey) 26
Greenfield 42, Delta 7
Griffith 56, Calumet 6
Guerin Catholic High School 41, Terre 

Haute North 18
Hamilton Hts. 14, Tipton 13
Hammond Central 61, East Chicago 

Central 16
Heritage 70, Southern Wells 0
Heritage Hills 56, Princeton 7
Homestead 42, Ft. Wayne Concor-

dia 0
Huntington North 49, Norwell 10
Indian Creek 21, Sullivan 14
Indpls Attucks 52, Indpls Washing-

ton 0
Indpls Ben Davis 27, Lawrence 

Central 7
Indpls Cathedral 35, Indpls Roncalli 6
Indpls Lutheran 49, Speedway 7
Indpls Park Tudor 58, S. Newton 26
Indpls Pike 35, Indpls N. Central 14
Indpls Scecina 21, Indpls Ritter 20
Indpls Shortridge 21, Indpls Tech 0
Jasper 28, Evansville North 20
Jimtown 49, LaVille 20
Kankakee Valley 57, Highland 0
Kokomo 28, McCutcheon 20
Lafayette Central Catholic High 

School 76, Benton Central 0
Lafayette Jeff 45, Lafayette Har-

rison 21
Lapel 14, Jay Co. 12
Lawrence North 34, Center Grove 21
Lawrenceburg 51, Connersville 0
Lebanon 35, Southmont 0
Linton 67, Eastern (Greene) 9
Logansport 42, Western 0
Lowell 36, Munster 19
Maconaquah 77, Wabash 0
Madison 47, Bedford N. Lawrence 18
Madison-Grant 62, Alexandria 17
Manchester 49, Cass 28
Marion 38, Muncie Central 7
Martinsville 27, Mooresville 18
Merrillville 43, Lake Central 10
Michigan City 39, LaPorte 0
Milan 48, S. Decatur 14
Mishawaka 34, Plymouth 10
Mississinewa 44, Eastbrook 7
Monroe Central 45, Indpls Irvington 0
Monrovia 54, Covenant Christian 

High School 14
Mt. Vernon (Fortville) 34, Shelbyville 0
N. Daviess 12, N. Knox 6
N. Decatur 82, Edinburgh 0
N. Harrison 44, Clarksville 6
N. Judson 69, Caston 3
N. Miami 61, Culver 26

N. Montgomery 54, Frankfort 26
N. Putnam 55, Brown Co. 6
N. Vermillion 31, Fountain Central 27
N. White 49, N. Newton 6
New Palestine 44, New Castle 6
Noblesville HomeSchool 46, Faith 

Christian 38
Northeastern 56, Knightstown 20
Northfield 47, Whitko 6
Northridge 42, Goshen 3
Northview 41, Edgewood 7
Northwestern 29, Peru 16
Oak Hill 35, Elwood 0
Paoli 64, Mitchell 0
Pendleton Hts. 47, Yorktown 20
Penn 24, New Prairie 7
Plainfield 32, Whiteland 7
Prairie Heights 14, Fremont 7
Providence 52, Corydon 21
Rensselaer 42, River Forest 21
Richmond 53, Anderson 38
Riverton Parke 55, Parke Heritage 13
Rochester 29, Southwood 0
Rushville 30, S. Dearborn 10
S. Bend Adams 7, S. Bend Riley 6
S. Bend St. Joseph’s 49, S. Bend 

Washington 0
S. Putnam 58, Owen Valley 7
S. Spencer 42, N. Central (Farmer-

sburg) 7
S. Vermillion 44, Seeger 14
Salem 42, Charlestown 22
Scottsburg 51, Eastern (Pekin) 7
Seymour 14, New Albany 7
Southridge 42, N. Posey 0
Springs Valley 42, Perry Central 0
Switzerland Co. 57, Southside Home 

School 6
Taylor 7, Tri-Central 6
Tell City 45, Tecumseh 14
Terre Haute South 30, Southport 6
Tippecanoe Valley 22, Glenn 21
Tri 43, Hagerstown 12
Tri-County 66, Bowman 22
Tri-West 42, Crawfordsville 0
Triton 28, Pioneer 21
Triton Central 56, Beech Grove 26
Valparaiso 42, Portage 32
W. Lafayette 49, Twin Lakes 21
W. Noble 58, Churubusco 0
W. Vigo 34, Cloverdale 33
Warren Central 32, Carmel 3
Warsaw 35, NorthWood 21
Wes-Del 54, Union Co. 0
Westfield 46, Fishers 12
Winamac 50, S. Central (Union 

Mills) 12
Winchester 69, Cambridge City 

Lincoln 6
Woodlan 35, S. Adams 28

College
Harvard 38, Cornell 20
Northwestern 37, Maryland 10

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Buffalo	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 142	106
Miami	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 60	113
N.Y. Jets	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 93	 85
New England	1	 4	 0	 .200	 62	102

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Houston	 4	 1	 0	 .800	 102	114
Indianapolis	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 119	122
Tennessee	 1	 3	 0	 .250	 79	 90
Jacksonville	 1	 4	 0	 .200	 97	143

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Baltimore	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 147	126
Pittsburgh	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 92	 73
Cincinnati	 1	 4	 0	 .200	 140	145
Cleveland	 1	 4	 0	 .200	 79	121

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Kansas City	 5	 0	 0	 1.000	 118	 85
Denver	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 96	 73
L.A. Chargers	2	 2	 0	 .500	 68	 50
Las Vegas	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 96	131

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Washington	 4	 1	 0	 .800	 155	115
Dallas	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 117	121
Philadelphia	 2	 2	 0	 .500	 86	 96
N.Y. Giants	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 89	104

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Atlanta	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 111	115
Tampa Bay	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 127	114
New Orleans	2	 3	 0	 .400	 140	 96
Carolina	 1	 4	 0	 .200	 83	165

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Minnesota	 5	 0	 0	 1.000	 139	 76
Detroit	 3	 1	 0	 .750	 104	 82
Chicago	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 113	 85
Green Bay	 3	 2	 0	 .600	 128	108

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA

Seattle	 3	 3	 0	 .500	 144	150
San Francisco	3	3	 0	 .500	 162	130
Arizona	 2	 3	 0	 .400	 120	129
L.A. Rams	 1	 4	 0	 .200	 94	139

Thursday’s Games
San Francisco 36, Seattle 24

Sunday’s Games
Jacksonville vs Chicago at London, 

GBR, 9:30 a.m.
Arizona at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.

Houston at New England, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Washington at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Denver, 4:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Las Vegas, 4:05 p.m.
Atlanta at Carolina, 4:25 p.m.
Detroit at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Cincinnati at N.Y. Giants, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Kansas City, Miami, L.A. 

Rams, Minnesota
Monday’s Games

Buffalo at N.Y. Jets, 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 17

Denver at New Orleans, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 20

New England vs Jacksonville at 
London, GBR, 9:30 a.m.

Cincinnati at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Houston at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
Miami at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Washington, 4:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at L.A. Rams, 4:05 p.m.
Kansas City at San Francisco, 

4:25 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Pittsburgh, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Chicago, Dallas

Monday, Oct. 21
Baltimore at Tampa Bay, 8:15 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Arizona, 9 p.m.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

WNBA Finals
(Best-of-5)
Thursday, Oct. 10: Minnesota 95, 

New York 93, OT
Sunday, Oct. 13: Minnesota at New 

York , 3 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 16: New York at 

Minnesota, TBD
x-Friday, Oct. 18: New York at Min-

nesota, TBD
x-Sunday, Oct. 20: Minnesota at 

New York, 8 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

DIVISION SERIES
(Best-of-5)

American League 
DIVISION SERIES

(Best-of-5)American League New 
York 3, Kansas City 1

Saturday, Oct. 5: New York 6, Kan-
sas City 5

Monday, Oct. 7: Kansas City 4, 
New York 2

Wednesday, Oct. 9: New York 3, 
Kansas City 2

Thursday, Oct. 10: New York 3, 
Kansas City 1

Cleveland 2, Detroit 2
Saturday, Oct. 5: Cleveland 7, 

Detroit 0
Monday, Oct. 7: Detroit 3, Cleve-

land 0
Wednesday, Oct. 9: Detroit 3, 

Cleveland 0
Thursday, Oct. 10: Cleveland 5, 

Detroit 4
Saturday, Oct. 12: Detroit (Skubal 

18-4) at Cleveland (Boyd 2-2), 1:08 
p.m. (TBS, Max)

National LeagueLos Angeles 3, 
San Diego 2

Saturday, Oct. 5: Los Angeles 7, 
San Diego 5

Sunday, Oct. 6: San Diego 10, Los 
Angeles 2

Tuesday, Oct. 8: San Diego 6, Los 
Angeles 5

Wednesday, Oct. 9: Los Angeles 8, 
San Diego 0

Friday, Oct. 11: Los Angeles 3, San 
Diego 2

New York 3, Philadelphia 1
Saturday, Oct. 5: New York 6, 

Philadelphia 2
Sunday, Oct. 6: Philadelphia 7, 

New York 6
Tuesday, Oct. 8: New York 7, Phila-

delphia 2
Wednesday, Oct. 9: New York 4, 

Philadelphia 1
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES

(Best-of-7)
American League 

Cleveland-Detroit winner vs. New 
York

Monday, Oct. 14: Cleveland-Detroit 
winner at New York, 7:37 p.m. (TBS, 
truTV, and Max)

Tuesday, Oct. 15: Cleveland-
Detroit winner at New York, 7:37 p.m. 
(TBS, truTV, and Max)

Thursday, Oct. 17: New York at 
Cleveland-Detroit winner, TBD

Friday, Oct. 18: New York at Cleve-
land-Detroit winner, TBD

x-Saturday, Oct. 19: New York at 
Cleveland-Detroit winner, TBD

x-Monday, Oct. 21: Cleveland-
Detroit winner at New York, TBD

x-Tuesday, Oct. 22: Cleveland-

Detroit winner at New York, TBD
National League

New York vs. Los Angeles
Sunday, Oct. 13: New York at Los 

Angeles, 8:15 p.m. (FOX)
Monday, Oct. 14: New York at Los 

Angeles, 4:08 p.m. (FOX and FS1)
Wednesday, Oct. 16: Los Angeles 

at New York, 8:08 p.m. (FS1)
Thursday, Oct.17: Los Angeles at 

New York, TBD
x-Friday, Oct. 18: Los Angeles at 

New York, TBD
x-Sunday, Oct. 20: New York at Los 

Angeles, TBD
x-Monday, Oct. 21: New York at 

Los Angeles, TBD
WORLD SERIES
(Best-of-7)
(Fox)
(World Series would start Oct. 22 if 

both LCS end by Oct. 19)
Friday, Oct. 25:
Saturday, Oct. 26:
Monday, Oct. 28:
Tuesday, Oct. 29:
x-Wednesday, Oct. 30:
x-Friday, Nov. 1:
x-Saturday, Nov. 2:

HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Tampa Bay	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 4	 1
Ottawa	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 3	 1
Toronto	 2	 1	 1	 0	 2	 4	 3
Boston	 2	 1	 1	 0	 2	 10	 10
Florida	 2	 1	 1	 0	 2	 7	 7
Montreal	 2	 1	 1	 0	 2	 5	 6
Detroit	 1	 0	 1	 0	 0	 3	 6
Buffalo	 3	 0	 3	 0	 0	 3	 10

Metropolitan Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

New Jersey	3	 2	 1	 0	 4	 9	 6
N.Y. Rangers	1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 6	 0
Pittsburgh	 2	 1	 1	 0	 2	 6	 9
N.Y. Islanders	1	0	 0	 1	 1	 4	 5
Washington	0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Philadelphia	0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1
Columbus	 1	 0	 1	 0	 0	 2	 3
Carolina	 1	 0	 1	 0	 0	 1	 4

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Winnipeg	 3	 3	 0	 0	 6	 10	 2
Utah	 2	 2	 0	 0	 4	 10	 6
St. Louis	 2	 2	 0	 0	 4	 9	 8
Dallas	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 4	 3
Minnesota	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 3	 2
Chicago	 3	 0	 1	 2	 2	 4	 9
Nashville	 1	 0	 1	 0	 0	 3	 4
Colorado	 1	 0	 1	 0	 0	 4	 8

Pacific Division
	 GP	W	 L	OT	Pts	GF	 GA

Vegas	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 10	 5
Los Angeles	1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 3	 1
Calgary	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 6	 5
Vancouver	 1	 0	 0	 1	 1	 6	 6
San Jose	 1	 0	 0	 1	 1	 4	 5
Anaheim	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Seattle	 1	 0	 1	 0	 0	 2	 3
Edmonton	 1	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 6
NOTE: Two points for a win, one 

point for overtime loss. Top three 
teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Thursday’s Games
Ottawa 3, Florida 1
Toronto 4, New Jersey 2
Los Angeles 3, Buffalo 1
Boston 6, Montreal 4
Utah 5, N.Y. Islanders 4, OT
Minnesota 3, Columbus 2
Dallas 4, Nashville 3
Pittsburgh 6, Detroit 3
St. Louis 5, San Jose 4, OT
Friday’s Games
Tampa Bay 4, Carolina 1
Winnipeg 2, Chicago 1, OT
Philadelphia at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
St. Louis at Vegas, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Los Angeles at Boston, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Tampa Bay, ppd
Florida at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Detroit, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Washington, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Utah at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Seattle at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Columbus at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Anaheim at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Chicago at Edmonton, 10 p.m.
Philadelphia at Calgary, 10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Minnesota at Winnipeg, 6 p.m.
Calgary at Edmonton, 8 p.m.
Seattle at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Vegas, 10 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Florida at Boston, 1 p.m.
Los Angeles at Ottawa, 1 p.m.
Utah at New Jersey, 1 p.m.
Detroit at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Montreal, 7:30 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Colorado, 9 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

we made the switch to Coop 
(Cooper Craig), and obvi-
ously, we’ve got to execute 
those first two punts. I think 
we punted a grand total of 
maybe two yards, and then 
we had a brain fart.”

It’s a loss that stings 
the Tigers, having a leap 
of improvement from last 
week’s 51-20 loss at home 
to Heritage. The Patriots 
lost to the Jets 33-14, so 
Bluffton’s 49-24 loss with 
the mistakes proves the 
Tigers are getting better.

But due to the recent rule 
change with the IHSAA’s 
success factor, Bluffton 
might have another crack at 
this Jets’ squad.

With Adams Central’s 
three straight seasons in the 

1A state championship (all 
were losses to Indianapolis 
Lutheran), the Jets bumped 
up to 2A. They were added 
to Bluffton’s sectional, and 
the random draw will be 
this Sunday at 6 p.m. on the 
IHSAA’s website.

There’s a chance both 
will meet up again at a 
location to be named later. 
Bluffton would like to do 
just that.

“This is the team we’ve 
got to beat to get where we 
want,” Kunkel said. “And 
the good news is hopefully 
this is not the last time we 
play them. Hopefully, we 
can watch this, break some 
stuff down, look at it man-
to-man, and figure out what 
we can do.”

Bluffton’s final regular 

season game will be against 
the Franklin County Wild-
cats (5-3) out of the Eastern 
Indiana — small football 
conference. Kickoff will be 
at 7:30 p.m.

ryan@news-banner.com
ADAMS CENTRAL 49, 

BLUFFTON 24
At Adams Central High School

Score By Quarters
Bluffton       8    8    0    8  — 24
A. Central  14  14   7   14 — 49

Scoring Summary
First Quarter

AC—Matt Heister 19-yard run (Bray-
len Cowans kick), 7:20.
AC—Punt blocked, returned by 
Hayden Bluhm 19 yards (Cowans 
kick) , 4:32
B—Axton Beste 67-yard pass to 
Cooper Craig (2-pt completed), 1:29.

Second Quarter
AC—Jamison Roach 6-yard run 
(Cowans kick), 8:51
AC—Roach 24-yard pass to Max 
Kaehr (Cowans kick), 5:18.
ı—Beste 35-yard pass to Eli Bertsch 
(2-pt completed), 0:25.

Third Quarter
AC—Aaron Hierschy 30-yard run 

(Cowans kick), 0:17.
Fourth Quarter

AC—Roach 22-yard pass to Joey 
Everett (Cowans kick), 10:12.
B—Beste 13-yard pass to (2-pt com-
pleted), 5:01.
AC—Roach 72-yard run (Cowans 
kick), 4:04.

Team Statistics
	              AC        BLU
First Downs	            15          14 
Rushes-Yards	         30-315    30-53
Yards Passing	            78         265
Passing (C-A-I)	         4-12-0  
20-29-1
Penalties-Yards	   2-20       7-50
Fumbles-Lost	           0-0         0-0
Punts-Average	          2-35      3-12
Time of Possession	  16:20    31:40

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Bluffton: Cooper Craig 
14-38, A.J. Streveler 1-8, Axton 
Beste 14-7, Griffin Morgan 1-0. 
Adams Central: Matt Heiser 14-103, 
Jamison Roach 5-94, Aaron Hirschy 
7-91, Joey Everett 3-28.
Passing: Bluffton: Axton Beste 20-29-
1 265. Adams Central: Jamison 
Roach 4-12-0 78.
Receiving: Bluffton: Cooper Craig 
4-105, Eli Bertsch 8-101, A.J. Strev-
eler 4-30, Trey Bustos 3-27, Easton 
Blair 1-2. Adams Central: Max Kaehr 
2-35, Joey Everett 1-22, Braylend 
Reber 1-2.

(Continued from Page A1)

Bluffton Tigers

SATURDAY, OCT 12
BOYS SOCCER: (Sectional) Norwell 

at Concordia, 7 p.m.
CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Bluffton, 

Southern Wells ACAC meet at South 
Adams, 11 a.m.; Norwell at Delta Eagle 
Invitational, 10:30 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Macon-
aquah Invitational, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, OCT 14

No events scheduled
TUESDAY, OCT 15
No events scheduled.
WEDNESDAY, OCT 16
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, OCT 17
VOLLEYBALL: (Sectional) Bluffton 

vs. Whitko at Woodlan, 6 p.m.; Southern 
Wells at Daleville, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCT 18

FOOTBALL: Franklin County at Bluff-
ton, 7:30 p.m.; Columbia City at Norwell, 
7 p.m.; South Adams at Southern Wells, 
7 p.m.

SATURDAY,  OCT 19
CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): (Sec-

tional) Bluffton, Norwell, Southern Wells 
at Taylor, 10 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: New Haven at Norwell, 
10 a.m.

High School Calendar

By BETH HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The Los 
Angeles Dodgers shelled out $1 bil-
lion for Japanese talent in the offsea-
son and it’s paying off in the playoffs.

Yoshinobu Yamamoto outdu-
eled Yu Darvish in a historic playoff 
matchup of Japanese-born starters, 

and the Dodgers got home runs from 
Kiké Hernández and Teoscar Hernán-
dez to beat the San Diego Padres 2-0 
on Friday and advance to the Nation-
al League Championship Series.

“It’s pretty sweet,” a smiling Fred-
die Freeman said.

Yamamoto allowed two hits over 
five innings for the Dodgers, getting 

pulled after 63 pitches in a decisive 
Game 5 between heated NL West 
rivals who were meeting in a Divi-
sion Series for the third time in five 
years.

Ohtani and the Dodgers will play 
the wild-card New York Mets in the 
best-of-seven NLCS starting Sunday 
in Los Angeles.

Dodgers reach NLCS with win over Padres
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Employment
Help Wanted

TOWN OF WARREN, Indi-
ana Hiring Utility Manager.
An application period for the
position of full time Utility
Manager is now open
through October 15, 2024,
due to retirement. Depart-
ments to oversee include wa-
ter, sewer, electric, parks and
streets. Duties include em-
ployee management, project
planning, maintenance of
positive relationships with the
public, all employees and of-
ficers of the Town, represen-
tation at workshops and
meetings, scheduling of regu-
lar day to day and long term
operations. The position is a
mix of office and field work.
Must hold at least a WT3 or
DSM license, have at least
eight years experience with
managerial a plus. Knowl-
edge of Electric Utility also a
plus. Base pay of $28.50 per
hour adjusted upward based
on experience. Benefit Pack-
age available. For informa-
tion contact Lee Poulson,
Utility Manager, at
260-375-3424 or
utility1@citznet.com or Clerk
Treasurer Marilyn Morrison at
townofwarrenin@gmail.com
at 260-375-2656. Application
form can be found at
warrenindiana.us or by re-
questing through above con-
tacts. Please include resume.

THE NEWS-BANNER IS look-
ing to hire an individual for fast
pace jobs including labeling,
inserting and delivering bun-
dles of newspapers. Must be
willing to work from 4 a.m.-9
a.m. Monday-Saturday. Some
heavy lifting, and an Indiana
drivers license required. Mail
resume, or fill out an applica-
tion, to News-Banner, P.O.
Box 436, 125 N. Johnson St.,
Bluffton, IN 46714.

LOOKING TO HIRE full or part
time for general carpenter.
Must have reliable transporta-
tion, general construction
knowledge, and own tools.
Call Scott at 260-353-9339.

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 08-10-13-15-

44
Cash4Life — 32-37-43-

45-58, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

10-16-23-24-31-32-37-39-
45-52-53-55-58-60-64-65-
66-68-75-79, BE: 31

Daily Three-Midday — 
02-05-08, SB: 03

Daily Three-Evening — 
00-04-03, SB: 00

Daily Four-Midday — 
01-02-04-03, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening — 
03-09-02-09, SB: 00

Quick Draw Evening 
— 01-07-11-12-13-32-33-
37-42-43-54-55-60-62-64-
66-70-71-77-79, BE: 66

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $25.4 million

Mega Millions
03-10-29-52-57, Mega 

Ball: 20, Megaplier: 3X
Powerball

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $364 million
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Goods & services 
directoryBIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 

12 - Private Family Collec-
tion, seller. Fine art work 
including five original pieces by 
William P. Silva, other quality 
artwork, 2006 Pontiac Torrent, 
2005 Toyota Highlander, out-
standing sterling silver, pewter 
and other serving pieces, early 
American primitives, unique 
furniture, antiques, glassware, 
early collectibles, taxidermy 
mounts, household, more! Sale 
manager Rod Fetters, 260-
557-8451, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
OCTOBER 12 - 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. - (Online Only) - The 
Estate of Robert McNabb, 
seller. Spectacular 7,700 SF 
lake front home on 1.23 acres 
w/200’ of lake frontage on 
Hamilton Lake. Luxury home 
features 6 bedrooms, 7 baths, 
expansive entertaining space, 
4-car attached garage. Selling 
absolute at or above 1.4 million 
dollars. Seller’s have over 4.7 
million invested in this one of 
kind lake property. Open house 
Oct. 12, 9 a.m.-noon, 1180 LN 
150 Hamilton Lake, Hamilton, 
IN. Brandon Steffen, sale man-
ager, 260-426-0633, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-426-0633, 
www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 12-19 - Online 
Only Personal Property - 
Brandon Steffen, seller. Out-
standing luxury home furnish-
ings. Restoration Hardware 
dining room table and chairs, 
Restoration Hardware bed-
room furniture, pottery, barn 
furniture, Crate and Barrel 
furniture, Kimball baby grand 
piano, Restoration Hardware 
leather cigar sofa, fine rugs, 
wall art, lamps and lighting, 
home decor and mirrors, out-
door patio furniture, concrete 
garden fountain, planters, exer-
cise equipment, pet accesso-
ries, kitchenware, household. 
Auction preview Oct. 13, 2-3 
p.m., Oct. 17, 4-6 p.m., 915 
W. Wayne St., Fort Wayne, IN. 
Sale manager Brandon Stef-
fen, 260-710-5684, Steffen 
Group Real Estate & Auctions, 
260-426-0633, steffengrp.com.
BIDDING ENDS OCTOBER 
13 (Online Only) - Boots 
Estate, seller. 1993 Ford 
F150, boat mini bike, wagons, 
Pyrex, Corningware, antiques, 
collectibles, glassware, jew-
elry, advertising, furniture, toys, 
household, electronics, board 
games, much more. Sale man-
ager Bobby Perry, 260-273-
7260, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006. 
OCTOBER 13 - 3 p.m. - Mul-
tiple consignors, owners. 
Online only bidding only. 700+ 
lots! Furniture, Craftsman band 
saw and radial arm saw, ice 
maker, banjo, baseball cards, 
100+ Pfaltzgraff, tools, pet 
doors, live traps, collectable 
glass, Detecto scales, Generac 
edger, tiller, yard cart, washer, 
Dryer 50 pc. Ruby Flash & 
Kings Crown glass and much 
more! Pick up Oct. 14, 1-6 
p.m. & Oct. 15, 9 a.m.-noon, 
812 Elm Street, Decatur, IN. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
OCTOBER 13-OCTOBER 20 
- (Online Only) - Estate of 
Larry N. Curry, seller. 1997 
Chevy Express Conversion 
van, 2013 Chevy Impala LTZ 

w/73,000 miles, John Deere 
LA115 riding lawn mower, 
rare vintage Schwinn bikes, 
large quantity of hand and 
power tools, lawn and garden, 
modern and vintage furni-
ture, household, games, toys, 
flat screen TV & home decor. 
Open houses Oct. 15 and 
Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
419 W. Roe St., Ossian. Sale 
manager Rod Fetters, 260-
557-8451, The Steffen Group, 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
OCTOBER 24 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
- (Online Only) - Estate of 
Larry Curry, seller. Excel-
lent 1,398 SF, 3 bedroom, 2 
bath ranch home in Rose Ann 
Heights neighborhood on .52 
acre lot, 2 car attached garage. 
Home has a ton of potential. 
“Explore the Possibilities.” 
Open houses: Oct. 15, Oct. 17 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., Oct. 22 
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 W. 
Roe St., Ossian. Sale manag-
ers, Brandon Steffen, 260-710-
5684, Rod Fetters, 260-557-
8451, The Steffen Group Inc., 
824-3006, www.steffengrp.
com.
BIDDING STARTS CLOS-
ING OCTOBER 27 - 6 p.m. 
EST - Chester & Phyllis 
Smith, owner. Online only 
real estate & personal prop-
erty! Real Estate 6 p.m.: Three 
or four bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, 
1,512 sq. feet, full basement, 
large detached 2-car garage, 
beautiful corner lot w/mature 
trees, Adams Central Com-
munity Schools. Personal 
Property 6:30 p.m.: Machinist 
tools, Kennedy toolbox, vintage 
Fisher-Price toys, primitives, 
TV trays, NIB air purifier, furni-
ture, treadmill, Pyrex, Corelle 
dishes, stove, refrigerator, 
100 pieces Currier and Ives 
dishes, 50+ jewel, tea, dishes, 
luggage, blankets, scrapbook-
ing, History of Adams County 
books, tillers, bicycles, swing 
& more! Preview Oct. 15, 5-6 
p.m., 318 E. Jackson Street, 
Monroe. Pick up Oct. 28, 1-5 
p.m. EST, Oct. 29, 10 a.m.-

noon. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
Kjauction.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & 
ENDS OCTOBER 29 - 10 
a.m. EST - Christine Pierce, 
owner. 526 E Market Street, 
South Whitley, IN. Online only 
apartment complex auction! 
Four duplex buildings, 8 units, 
2 bedroom, 1 bath units, elec-
tric baseboard heat, wall AC 
units, 1,456 sq. foot buildings, 
new roofs in 2021, year built 
1990, income producing! 100% 
rent capacity, .86 acre parcel, 
Whitko Community Schools. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, Kjauction.
com.
NOVEMBER 13 - 6:30 p.m. 
ET - (Live and online) - Gary 
and Jennifer Weilbaker, 
farm. American Legion, 118 N. 
Broadway Street, Butler. Prop-
erty location: Along and/or near 
CR 26 and CR 79 in Troy Twp. 
(Tract 1, North Part Tract 2) 
and Stafford Twp. (Tracts 2-4). 
Tracts 5-6 located near CR 20 
and CR 27 in Smithfield Town-
ship. Adjoining tracts, road 
access, tile outlets, 264.651+/- 
acres, 6 tracts, DeKalb Co. Jon 
Rosen, 260-740-1846, Neal 
Wolheter, 260-336-2219, Hal-
derman Real Estate & Farm 
Management, halderman.com, 
800-424-2324.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - 
Becher Family Farms LLC, 
sellers. Auction location: 
Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 
W. Washington St., Monroe, 
IN. Four tracts, Washington 
Township, Adams County. 
Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County 
Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 
2: 80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 
North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 
acres, County Rd. 450 North, 
Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, 
County Rd. 400 North, Sec 9. 
Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.

SUDOKU ANSWER

NOTICE
The City of Bluffton will receive 

sealed quotes for the clearing 
of snow from municipally-owned 
parking lots. A Notice to Bid-
ders and a list of the lots may be 
obtained from the office of the 
Clerk Treasurer, 128 East Mar-
ket Street, Bluffton IN or online at 
www.blufftonindiana.net Quotes 
must be received at the office of 
the clerk treasurer by 4:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, October 22, 2024. 
Quotes will be opened and read 
aloud at a public meeting of the 
Board of Public Works and Safety.

nb 10/4, 10/12
hspaxlp

Public Notices
90C01-2409-EU-000034

STATE OF INDIANA 	 )
WELLS COUNTY 	 )

	 IN THE WELLS 
CIRCUIT COURT

IN THE MATTER OF THE )
ESTATE OF 		  )
KEVIN L. OKEY, 		 )

Deceased 		  )
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that 

TARA L. KAHN was, on the 27th 
day of September, 2024, appoint-
ed personal representative of 
the estate of KEVIN L. OKEY, 
deceased, who died on August 
27, 2024, and was authorized to 
administer said estate without 
court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the clerk of this court with-
in three (3) months from the date of 
the first publication of this notice, 
or within nine (9) months after the 
decedent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
27th day of September, 2024.

	 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Timothy K. Babcock
Attorney No. 21526-90
DALE, HUFFMAN & BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566
Attorney for Estate

nb 10/5, 10/12
hspaxlp

            Public Sale
         Calendar

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

ESTATE SALE AT 222 W. Wi-
ley from 9 a.m.to 2 p.m Friday
& Saturday.

505 E HORTON ST. Boys NB
to 4T & Youth Medium &
Large, some women's, toys,
Christmas and more!
Oct. 10 5:30 PM-7:30 PM,
Oct. 11 4:30 PM-7:30 PM, Oct.
12 9:00 AM- noon.

209 N. OGDEN, OSSIAN
GARAGE SALE: 3tier cat
playpen, basketball goal, toys,
holiday, books, crafts, house-
hold, lots misc. CLOTHES:
women's+, misses, girls 6-8,
men's S- 3XL, coats/jackets
and sweatshirts. Fri/Sat.
Oct.11 9AM-5PM, Oct.12 9AM
-5PM

Campers/RV’s OPEN TO THE PUBLIC -
General Services Administra-
tion (GSA) Sale Thurs., Octo-
ber 17, 12pm. View vehicles in
person on October 16, 2pm
until 5pm and October 17, 8am
-12pm. View up to date listing
at www.indianaautoauction.net
or www.autoauctions.gsa.gov.
(A)

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Auto/Trucks
Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,

INC. Huge Repo Sale October
17, 2024. Over 100 repos-
sessed units for sale. Money
order or cashier's check only.
$500 cashier's check or mon-
ey order deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)Read & recycle

Services

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

Help Wanted

Services

MAKE YOUR AD STAND
OUT! Add a graphic or photo
to a line classified ad for an
additional $5. Contact the
News-Banner office at 125 N.
Johnson St., Bluffton, (260)
824-0224, or submit online to
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Office Space Rental
Rentals

Follow us at...
twitter.com/newsbanner
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Stuck in the past
Dear Annie: I’ve reconnected with 

a high school friend, and it’s been fun 
catching up. However, she constantly 
talks about the past, and I’d rather focus 
on the present. How can I gently shift 
our conversations to more current top-
ics without making her feel like I’m dis-
missing our shared memories? — Ready 
for the Now

Dear Ready: It’s quite special to have 
a friendship that’s made it through so 
many different seasons of life — how fun 
for you two to rekindle a relationship all 
these years later. 

The next time this friend brings up 
something from the past, try responding 
with something like: “I love reminiscing 
about the good ol’ days. But what about 
these days? Tell me more about XYZ!” 
This acknowledges her nostalgic side 
while showing you’re interested in more 
than just the past you two share.

Dear Annie: I’m dealing with a sud-
den loss of friendship stemming from a 
close friend who will not leave her abu-
sive boyfriend. As the abuse has escalat-
ed over time, I have offered unwavering 
support and resources for her to leave, 
including offering room for her to stay 
in my home, money, an ear to listen, 
even friends to help move her stuff out. 

Recently, things turned very nasty for 
this couple while on vacation. My friend 
was forced to seek medical attention and 
then fly herself home, where she landed 
at my house. I have young children, and 
they saw her devastated and with visible 
trauma to her face.

And yet, she went back to him. I told 
her in no uncertain terms that I cannot 
continue to turn a blind eye or support 
her in this relationship. I can’t stand to 
hear one more way he manipulates her 
— emotionally, financially, physically 
— and she accused me of forcing her to 
choose between a best friend and a boy-
friend. She said he is her “best friend, 
but he suffers from trauma” and she 
wants to “help” him. I believe there is no 
helping him. 

After a very tense conversation, she 
left my house and went back to him. I 
haven’t heard from her since beyond 

a thank you to a 
message I sent 
telling her I will 
always care about 
and want the best 
for her. 

I’m terribly 
worried and lose 
sleep over what 
she goes through 
with this man. My 
husband thinks 
distancing myself 
is the right thing 
to do, especially shielding our young 
children from the visible effects of 
abuse. But I’m unsure if by removing 
myself I’m leaving her less inclined to 
seek help in the future. 

What do you think is right? — Wor-
ried Sick

Dear Worried: I can only imagine 
how difficult and heartbreaking it has 
been to watch someone you care so 
much about be hurt over and over again 
by this horrible and abusive man.

You have done everything you can for 
your friend, short of physically remov-
ing her from this situation yourself, to 
be consistently and fiercely supportive 
and protective. Now you must balance 
this desire to stand by your friend with 
a boundary to protect your family from 
her boyfriend and their toxic relation-
ship.

Continue to remind her that you 
are, and will always be, there for her 
whenever she is ready to take the leap. 
Remember that leaving an abusive rela-
tionship like theirs is scary and danger-
ous, and your friend is likely doing the 
best she can, whether you understand it 
or not. It takes immense courage to do, 
and I hope someday very soon, she will 
muster it.

The National Domestic Violence Hot-
line (1-800-799-7233) is also a good 
resource for your friend — and anyone 
else who is the victim of abuse — to 
have.

Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

To be filled with 
the Spirit is to be 
yielded to Christ

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | October 12 - 18, 2024    | 5 Saturday evening

10/12 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Music, 
Moments 

Let's Take 
It Outside 

A Fishing 
Story 

Life's 
Highway 

Twin 
Factor 

Off the Co Divine Sue Thomas "Breaking 
Up Is Hard to Do" 

Founda-
tion 

Huckabee Dr. Phil The News on Merit 
Street 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(3:30) College Football Teams TBA All the action 
from NCAA college football. (L) (N) 

Postgame
(L) (N) 

Jeopardy! Tracker "The Storm" 48 Hours (N) 48 Hours (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) The Equalizer 
"Second Chance" 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Law-SVU "Remember 
Me in Quarantine" 

Law-SVU "Sightless in a 
Savage Land" 

NWSL- Pre
(N) 

NWSL Angel City FC at North Carolina Courage 
From WakeMed Soccer Park in Cary, N.C. (L) (N) 

NWSL-
Show (N) 

NWSL Soccer Kansas City Current at Bay FC From 
PayPal Park in San Jose, Calif. (L) (N) 

Bull "A Friend in Need" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
(3:30) College Football Teams TBA (L) 
(N) 

Studio (L)
(N) 

Studio (L)
(N) 

College Football Teams TBA All the action from NCAA college football. (L) (N) ABC21 (N) Investig-
ateTV+ (N)

Seinfeld Modern 
Family 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
(3:30) Football Stanford at Notre Dame From Notre 
Dame Stadium in South Bend, Ind. (L) (N) 

Big Ten (L)
(N) 

College Football Ohio State at Oregon From Autzen Stadium in Eugene, Ore. (L) (N) News (N) Saturday Night Live "Ariana Grande; 
Stevie Nicks" (L) (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
World Chase Tag Chicago Fire "Nobody 

Else Is Dying Today" 
Chicago Fire "I Held Her 
Hand" 

9-1-1 "The Searchers" The Rookie "Follow-Up 
Day" 

Suits "Meet the New 
Boss" 

Murdoch Mysteries
"Dash to Death" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Savant" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
(4:00) NASCAR Xfinity Racing Series Moviefone 

TV 
Friends Friends WWE NXT A special guest appearance by WWE 

legend Randy Orton. 
Friends Friends Made in 

Hollywood
<+++ The Karate Kid (‘84) Pat 
Morita, Ralph Macchio. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Weekend 
(N) 

Plan Antiques "Vintage 
Denver 2024, Hour 1" 

L. Welk "California 
(Arthur Duncan)" 

Doc Martin "Mysterious 
Ways" 

Keep-
Appear 

As Time 
Goes By 

Mr. Bean Songs at 
the Center

Austin "Maggie Rogers; 
Gracie Abrams" (N) 

NOVA "Solar System: 
Strange Worlds" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
Woods-
mith Shop 

American 
Woodshop 

Weekend 
(N) 

Joy/Pain-
ting 

Woodsongs Profe Rowan LeCompte: A 
Life in Light 

Soundw-
aves 

Caverns Austin "Maggie Rogers; 
Gracie Abrams" (N) 

NOVA "Solar System: 
Strange Worlds" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
(4:00) College Football Arizona at BYU From LaVell Edwards 
Stadium in Provo, Utah (L) (N) 

Extra (L)
(N) 

College Football Iowa State at West Virginia From Milan Puskar Stadium in Morgantown, 
W.V. (L) (N) 

News at 
10 (N) 

The Floor "Activate the 
Randomizer!" 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < Killer Inside: 
Ruth Finley Story 

< The Girl Who Wasn't Dead (2024, Drama)
Emma Tremblay, Kyle Clark, Lyndsy Fonseca. 

< Nobody Dumps My Daughter (2024, Drama)
Jasmine Vega, Sheila E., Ana Ortiz. (P) 

(:05) < Dirty Little Secret (2022, Drama) Lizzie 
Boys, Pavia Sidhu, Melissa Joan Hart. 

< Nobody Dumps My 
Daughter Ana Ortiz. 

FX 24 132 136 148 Movie <++ Maleficent: Mistress of Evil (‘19) Angelina Jolie. <++ Cruella (‘21) Emma Thompson, Joel Fry, Emma Stone. <+++ Beetlejuice (‘88) Michael Keaton.

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld 

E! 26 142 114 236 
(4:30) <++ Couples Retreat (2009, Comedy)
Jason Bateman, Jon Favreau, Vince Vaughn. 

<++ Couples Retreat (2009, Comedy) Jason Bateman, Jon 
Favreau, Vince Vaughn. 

<+++ Crazy Rich Asians (2018, Romance) Henry Golding,
Michelle Yeoh, Constance Wu. 

Villains "Crimes Against 
Reality (Television)" 

PARMT 30 241 241 
(4:00) <++ The Longest Yard (2005, Comedy)
Chris Rock, Burt Reynolds, Adam Sandler. 

<++ The Longest Yard (2005, Comedy) Chris Rock, Burt Reynolds, Adam 
Sandler. 

<++ We're the Millers (2013, Comedy) Jason Sudeikis, Will 
Poulter, Jennifer Aniston. 

< The 
Other Guys 

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
(3:30) College Football Teams TBA (L) 
(N) 

Scoreb-
oard (L) (N)

College Football Florida at Tennessee From Neyland Stadium in Knoxville, 
Tenn. (L) (N) 

Scoreboard (L) (N) /(:15) College Football Kansas State at Colorado From 
Folsom Field in Boulder, Colo. (L) (N) 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 (3:30) Football Cincinnati at UCF (N) Scoreboard College Football North Texas at Florida Atlantic (L) (N) Scoreboard /(:15) College Football Idaho at Montana State (L) (N)

FSMW 33 418 671 
(4:00) Volleyball Team 
Blue vs. Team Orange 

Warehouse Games Overtime Select First Semifinal: All Knighters vs. 
Double Dynasty From OTE Arena in Atlanta. 

United UFA 392 - Muay 
Thai For Life 8, Part 3 

United Fight Alliance
UFA 393 - CFC 19, Part 1

FIBA 
Basketball

Sports 
Stars 

Warehouse Games 

USA 34 133 105 242 
(3:30) <++ Rampage 
(‘18) Dwayne Johnson. 

IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship MOTUL Petit Le Mans From Road Atlanta in Braselton, Ga. (N) Scare 
Tactics 

Anonym. "Refresh. 
Revamp. Restrategize." 

Chicago Fire "Shut It 
Down" 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
Expedition Unknown 
"Genghis Khan's Tomb" 

Expedition "Sunken 
Pyramids of the Nile" 

Expedition "Mystery of 
the Flooded Pyramid" 

Expedition "Lost Tomb 
of the Mummy" 

Expedition Unknown
"Escaping the Rock" 

Expedition "Hunt for 
Petra's Lost Tombs" 

Expedition Unknown
"Viking Sunstone" 

Expedition "Lost Tomb 
of the Mummy" 

TLC 36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day "Reality Frights" 90 Day Fiancé: Other Sister Wives (N) Sister Wives (N) Sister Wives (N) Sister Wives (N) Sister Wives

HIST 38 77 120 269 
(4:00) Barrett-Jackson Live Auction "Scottsdale Fall 2024 Super Saturday" (L) (N) American Pickers

"Road to Restoration" 
(:05) To Be Announced 

A&E 39 134 118 265 Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage (:05) Storage (:35) Storage (:05) Storage (:35) Storage 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < 3 Bed, 2 Bath, 1 
Ghost Julie Gonzalo. 

< October Kiss (2015, Romance) Sam Jaeger,
Laura Mitchell, Ashley Williams. 

< Haunted Wedding (2024, Romance) Janel 
Parrish, Paul Essiembre, Dominic Sherwood. (P) 

< The Real West (2024, Romance) Lucas Bryant,
James Denton, Kimberley Sustad. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(4:30) <++ The Fast and the 
Furious: Tokyo Drift Lucas Black. 

<++ Fast & Furious (2009, Action) Paul Walker,
Michelle Rodriguez, Vin Diesel. 

<++ Fast Five (2011, Action) Paul Walker, Jordana Brewster,
Vin Diesel. 

<++ Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Paul 
Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin Diesel. 

TBS 43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Leadoff (N) MLB Baseball All the latest action from Major League Baseball. (L) (N) MLB Close < Talladega Nights: Ba... 

TNT 44 131 138 245 
(2:45) < Thor: 
Ragnarok 

<++ Captain Marvel (2019, Action) Samuel L. Jackson, Ben 
Mendelsohn, Brie Larson. 

U.S. Soccer Pregame
(L) (N) 

M. Friendlies United States vs. Panama From Q2 
Stadium in Austin, Texas. (L) (N) 

Postgame
(L) (N) 

<++ Godzilla: King of the 
Monsters (‘19) Kyle Chandler. 

AMC 45 131 254 
(3:15) < 
Misery 

(:45) <++ Thinner (1996, Horror) Joe Mantegna,
Michael Constantine, Robert John Burke. 

(:45) <++ Carrie (2013, Horror) Julianne Moore, Judy Greer,
Chloë Grace Moretz. 

<++ Silver Bullet (1985, Horror) Corey Haim,
Megan Follows, Gary Busey. 

<++ Christine (‘83) 
Keith Gordon. 

COM 47 107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office <+++ Wedding Crashers (‘05) Vince Vaughn, Owen Wilson. 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
(3:30) College Football Purdue at Illinois From 
Memorial Stadium in Champaign, Ill. (L) (N) 

College Football Washington State at Fresno State From Bulldog Stadium in Fresno, Calif.
(L) (N) 

UEFA Nations League Soccer Poland vs. Portugal
League A, Group 1. (N) 

Football 
Teams TBA 

WGN 53   307 NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime 
WE 57 128 260 NCIS "Code of Conduct" NCIS NCIS "Endgame" NCIS "Power Down" NCIS "Child's Play" NCIS "Faith" NCIS "Ignition" NCIS "Flesh and Blood" 

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars Halloween Wars
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 (4:50) Vande.. (:45) AfterS.. (:20) Vanderpump Rules AfterShow (:50) Vanderpump Rules AfterShow (:20) Vanderpump Rules (:20) After Show Vanderpump Rules (N) The Valley
NICK 68 170 299 <++ Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Big City Big City Big City Big City ZOMBIES ZOMBIES: The Re-Animated Series Shorts (:40) Big City (:05) Big City ZOMBIES Primos Ladybug Hamster & Hamster & 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(:10) <+++ Monsters, Inc. (2001, Animated)
Voices of Billy Crystal, Mary Gibbs, John Goodman. 

(:15) <+++ Monsters University (2013, Animated) Voices of 
John Goodman, Steve Buscemi, Billy Crystal. 

(:45) <++ Hocus Pocus (1993, Children) Sarah Jessica Parker,
Kathy Najimy, Bette Midler. 

(:55) < Something 
Wicked This Way Comes 

HBO  301 300 501 
<++ The Huntsman: Winter's War (‘16, Fantasy)
Charlize Theron, Emily Blunt, Chris Hemsworth. 

(:55) The Penguin "Bliss" <++ Tuesday (2023, Drama) Lola Petticrew, Leah 
Harvey, Julia Louis-Dreyfus. (P) 

(:55) The Penguin "Bliss" Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

The Penguin "Bliss" 

MAX  325 310 515 
(4:00) <++ Girl, 
Interrupted 

(:10) <+++ Up in the Air (2009, Comedy Drama)
Vera Farmiga, Anna Kendrick, George Clooney. 

<++ Magic Mike's Last Dance 
(‘23) Salma Hayek, Channing Tatum. 

(:50) <+++ I, Tonya (2017, Drama) Sebastian 
Stan, Allison Janney, Margot Robbie. 

(:55) <+++ Leaving Las Vegas (‘95) 
Elisabeth Shue, Nicolas Cage. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
< Bad Behaviour (2023, Comedy Drama) Ben 
Whishaw, Alice Englert, Jennifer Connelly. 

<++ Divergent (2014, Sci-Fi) Theo James, Ashley Judd,
Shailene Woodley. 

<++ The Divergent Series: Insurgent (‘15) Theo 
James, Octavia Spencer, Shailene Woodley. (P) 

<+ The Divergent Series: Allegiant 
(‘16) Shailene Woodley. (P) 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:30) <+++ The 
Truman Show 

(:15) <+++ Rocky Balboa (2006, Drama) Burt 
Young, Antonio Tarver, Sylvester Stallone. 

<+++ Casino Royale (2006, Action) Eva Green, Mads 
Mikkelsen, Daniel Craig. 

<+++ Eastern Promises (‘07)
Naomi Watts, Viggo Mortensen. 

(:15) <++ Brooklyn's 
Finest Richard Gere. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: What does 
it mean to be Spirit-filled, 
and how can a person seek 
this out and find its guid-
ing light? – S.F.

Answer: The tides of 
civilization have risen, the 
courses of nations have 
been changed, and the 
pages of history have been 
brightened by people who 
have been filled with the 
Spirit of God.

This isn’t necessar-
ily an emotional experi-
ence, nor will it necessar-
ily bring us some type of 
spiritual experience that 
is obvious or open. To be 
filled with the Spirit is to 
be yielded to Christ with 
our supreme desire to do 
His will. When we come to 
Christ, His Spirit comes to 
dwell in us – whether we 

are aware of His presence 
or not. But as we grow in 
Christ, our goal is to be 
controlled by Him. Why? 
To glorify Him above all 
else.

As Christians, our 
responsibility is to keep sin 
out of our lives so that the 
Spirit can produce His fruit 
in us. We must become 
grounded in the Bible. We 
have only one authority, 
one compass: the Word of 
God.

In a letter to a friend, 
Abraham Lincoln said, “I 
am profitably engaged in 
reading the Bible. Take all 
of this Book upon reason 
that you can and the bal-
ance upon faith, and you 
will live and die a better 
man.”

Another has written that 

he believed the Bible to be 
the Word of God because, 
as he put it, “It finds me.”

Great leaders have 
made it their chief Book. 
President Ronald Reagan 
revered the Bible so much 
that he proclaimed 1984 
the “year of the Bible.”

Let it be the staff of life 
upon which to live and be 
nourished. Let it be the 
sword of the Spirit which 
cuts away the evil of our 
lives and fashions us in His 
image and likeness.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham


