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A man and his motorcycles

BY MARK MILLER

Dan Butcher has had a career work-
ing with electronics that has spanned
more than 60 years, mostly at the Gen-
eral Electric plants in Decatur and Fort
Wayne. And he’s still at it, admitting
that electronics is something he enjoys.
However, “I like things mechanical,”
the Decatur native and lifelong resident
will tell you, “more than electronics.”
Which has resulted in a list of refur-

bished antique

motorcycles
Cmver over the years.
Q How many?
Story He’s never
kept track.

Butcher began working in the GE
production lines at the Decatur plant
shortly after graduating from Decatur
High School in 1963. He was offered
a position in the tool room and began
taking toolmaking classes. He decided
he wanted more variety in his workday
so he sought and acquired a supervising
position at the Decatur plant.

A few years later, he bought his first
motorcycle, a 1958 Zundapp 250 Super
Saber from Dave Kitson, who owned
D&A Cycle Salvage in Decatur and
proceeded to work for him part time.

“I found that I really enjoyed not just
motorcycles, but these older foreign
models,” Butcher said. “And Dave
helped me out. I learned a lot from him
on how to work on them and refurbish
them.”

While he continued to learn and work
on motorcycles, there was an interrup-
tion of sorts when he got married in
1979. He and his new bride, the former
Barbara Sheets of Decatur, took their
honeymoon on his motorcycle.

“Let’s say it was a rather wet period
of weather,” he said, and laughed. “My
motorcycle days were over.”

Actually, they would continue to take
an occasional trip and he continued to
putter around along with a friend, but
his career at GE and life moved on to
other priorities.

After the Decatur plant closed in
1988, Butcher found more opportuni-
ties at the historic Fort Wayne complex,
eventually overseeing operations on
the fourth floor of the Broadway plant,
where about 60 people produced frac-
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Dan Butcher in what some would consider the ultimate man-cave. He converted an empty

garage in an industrial complex into a workroom to refurbish antique and collectible motor-

cycles. (Photo by Mark Miller)

tional horsepower motors primarily
used for operating the main drive in
large computers. But, as had happened
in Decatur, that work was soon shifted
to other plants in Mexico and other
countries, eventually resulting in a six-
month layoff for Butcher. But he had
faith that he would get a phone call.

“You know, I never drew unemploy-
ment during my entire career,” he
proudly noted.

Indeed, he was soon called back to
work in Fort Wayne’s engineering

Dan Butcher is just finishing restoring a
model much like his first motorcycle: a
German Zundapp.

department in 1992. “I really enjoyed
this,” he noted. He worked primarily on
drafting and documentation, in which
his toolmaking experience came in
handy, he said.

However, the Fort Wayne plant, which
once employed more than 20,000 peo-
ple, was winding down. He and another
employee were the last two in that de-
partment when the doors closed Aug. 1,
2009. He was 63 years old.

“I remember that I took about six
months just taking walks,” he said. “In
the county annex in the winters, wher-
ever I could in nice weather.”

However, as the plant was closing
down, GE sold some of the product
lines. John Taller, another former GE
employee, called Butcher seeking
advice about a product line he knew
Butcher had worked on. In March 2010,
Butcher and another former employee
helped Taller move the machinery and
operations into the old International
Harvester complex and set up what is
now Excellon Technologies.

“It’s a small operation — just six peo-
ple. We make specialized DC motors,”
he explained. He had made it clear to
Taller that he only wanted to work 20
hours a week, and still does.



“I still do all the ordering for mate-
rial,” he continued, “and some consult-
ing and I help in production sometimes,
too. Whatever’s needed, I do enjoy
that.”

Meanwhile, the Butchers were en-
joying life in a stately home on North
4th Street in Decatur where Dan had
a garage area large enough to perform
some home maintenance and keep his
mechanical skills somewhat sharp.
When it came time to downsize about
14 years ago they chose a one-story
villa. And now in a semi-retirement
mode, his interest in older motorcycles
was rekindled.

He refurbished a small cycle, basically
a motorized bicycle, but then found “a
little 50cc French Solex,” he said. “It
didn’t run at all.” He discovered that
much of the fun came in finding the
parts for these relatively rare, foreign
models.

The major change in his avocation
came about five or six years ago, he re-
called. He was doing some maintenance
work in his wife’s beauty shop in down-
town Decatur when one of her custom-
ers told him she had a motorcycle.

“She just insisted I buy it from her,”
he recalled. “It was really kind of
funny.”

It was a 1974 Triumph. “A big mo-
torcycle,” he said, noting that he had
been focused almost entirely on smaller
bikes. He took it to their villa but
quickly realized that if he was going to
do this, he would need a lot more room.
He felt fortunate to find a small garage
that had been part of a small industrial
complex for a sandblasting company,
located only a stone-throw from the old
Decatur GE plant.

“It took the better part of a year to get
it set up,” he said. “And I started buying
equipment.”

While Butcher did much of the work
to convert a basic shell of a garage into
an insulated work shop, some work
such as insulating the ceiling, was out-
sourced. He was able to find such large
machine pieces as a mill, a drill press
and a sandblaster and came across a
large lathe that the owner was just hap-
py to part with. “This is a freebie,” he
chuckled, standing next to the machine.

The Triumph was his first project. His
wife’s customer had told him it hadn’t
run in 12 years, but he soon had it
“cleaned up and running,” he said. “But
I didn’t want to keep it; it was too big
and had a kick start. I need to have an

electric start at my age.”

He has since bought, refurbished and
sold “a half-dozen or so, maybe 10”
collectible motorcycles. “I don’t have
room to keep them.” Besides, the fun is
in finding the parts and “getting them
running again,” he said. “Finding the
parts can be a real challenge and it’s
turned into a joy.”

His most recent project is a 1958
Zundapp Bella, a small German mo-
tor scooter that “I literally drug out of
a shed,” he said. It needed body work,
new paint and mechanical work. He
ran down parts in the Netherlands, Ger-
many and Greece. He depends on the
assistance of several local people for
painting, upholstery work and powder
coating. The result is a “fun thing to
drive around town” and he has won
some awards at car shows.

He is also finishing up a 1963
Zundapp 250 Super Saber, a newer
model year of his first motorcycle.

“It was in similar condition as the Bel-
la,” he said, “but it came with a bonus:
a mouse nest inside the seat.”

Both cycles got the full treatment:
the body parts stripeed down, disas-
sembled, refurbished, repainted and
a rebuilt engine, all using refurbished
parts or new when needed. A 2010 Sach
Madass bike is also in the process of a
renewed life.

“I really, really enjoy bringing these
bikes back to life,” he said. “T get a kick
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The *“before” picture of the
1958 Zundapp Bella that Dan
Butcher has restored. He now
enjoys “riding it around town”
and has won awards at car
shows. (Photo provided)

out of that and I want to do it as long as
I’'m able.”

Do you have a story to tell or know someone
who does? seniorliving@adamswells.com

Reliable Self-Storage

«App Controlled
+Monitored 24/7

+Flexible long or short-term
rental options

premierustorage.com
210 Premier Ave. « Bluffton
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A most moistest apple cake

BY KAYLEEN REUSSER

The advent of fall
always makes me
think of apples and the
seemingly limitless
ways to prepare them.
Nearly every cook-
book contains a pleth-
ora of apple treats.
After finding this one
in a cookbook
published by
a Bluffton
organization
from 1976,

I will stake

a claim: it is
one of the moistest — if not the moist-
est — apple cake you’ll ever eat!

That is saying something, I know, but
I really believe this vintage cake recipe
from almost 50 years ago will knock
your socks off. Its cinnamon-sugar
crusty surface and soft filling is deli-

cious!

The filling calls for four cups of ap-
ples. I mostly choose Gala for baking.
With all of the lovely apple types avail-
able, I branched out. A type called Pink
Lady caught my eye. It was perfect for
this recipe!

Upon doing research about the Pink
Lady apple, I discovered that it is
named after a cocktail mentioned in a
novel called “The Cruel Season” by
Nicholas Montsarrat.

The recipe was in a cookbook put to-
gether by the Bluffton Masonic Lodge
published in 1976.

TRIPLE YOUR IMPACT!

What is your favorite type of apple for
baking?
Apple Cake
Note: I thought the cinnamon crumb
topping was enough sweetness, but you
may want to serve this with ice cream.

4 c. diced apples (I used my food
processor to make fine pieces)

2 c. sugar

5 c. cooking oil

2 eggs

2 c. sifted flour

2 t. baking soda

2 t. cinnamon

2 t. vanilla

1 t. salt

1 c. chopped nuts (I left these out)

Mix all ingredients together.

Bake in 97x13” greased pan at 350
degrees for 1 hour.

Bon Appetit!

Have a vintage recipe and story to share?
kjreusser@adamswells.com

S1 is matched with $2 thanks to a grant from Lilly Endowment.

A gift to unrestricted funds at the Wells County Foundation provides grants
to projects and programs that make Wells County a great place to live.

Now until December 2025 that gift to any unrestricted fund is TRIPLED!
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The Wells County Foundation, Inc.

222 W. Market Street
Bluffton, IN 46714

www.wellscountyfound.org
Phone: 260-824-8620
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You can't make this stuff up
An update and a challenge from the DNA Sleuth

BY BETH STEURY

As you might imag-
ine, the official des-
ignation of October
as Family History
Month gets a round
of applause from me.
While not considered
an actual holiday —
I did check — this
observance
has enjoyed
official sta-
tus since
2001 when
Congress
declared that the 10th month of the cal-
endar year would, henceforth, be desig-
nated as such.

Around our house, every day of ev-
ery month finds us celebrating family
history, but I love that, officially, an
entire month has been set aside for our
nation’s people to acknowledge and
remember, commemorate and revel in
our ancestral roots. I guess that’s even
better than a single-day holiday.

In a minute, we’ll dive into resources
and events to add energy and excite-
ment to both your everyday and Family
History Month genealogy pursuits. But
first, I’'m anxious to share news about
my recent DNA search angel activities.

Answers for Karen born in Ohio

Last month I found a 95-year-old birth
mother, whose 73-year-old relinquished
daughter had been desperately trying to
piece together her origins story. Placed
in an adoptive home at the age of three,
Karen had enlisted the assistance of her
very caring and tech-savvy granddaugh-
ter Kaitlyn to solve the mystery.

Days after Karen’s DNA results came
in, we pieced together the probable sce-
nario. Birth mom Helen, now living in
a nursing care facility in Ohio, fell on
hard times in the mid-50s and surren-
dered one, possibly two young daugh-
ters. Karen’s younger, also adopted
sister, may actually be her biological
sister. I'm guessing they’re full siblings,
but a soon-to-be-submitted DNA test
for the younger sister will definitively
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The Steury family in 1957. We will gather together to commemorate Family History Month
the first Saturday in October. Much laughter is anticipated.

answer that question. Karen has also
applied for her original birth certificate
from the state of Ohio who opened re-
cords to adult adoptees in 2015.

Karen and Kaitlyn have circled a date
on their September calendar to make
the four-hour trip from central Indiana
to visit Helen. They’ve considered that
Karen’s existence may be a secret to
Helen’s family. They understand that
age may have robbed Helen of suffi-
cient hearing, comprehension, memory,
or all of the above. But Karen longs to
know from whom and where she came,
and she’s overjoyed at the prospect of
meeting her birth mother. Our collec-
tive fingers and toes are crossed that
this visit will move our 99% certainty
to 100%.

Two promising telephone calls con-
nected Karen with a paternal half-sister,
Mary, who recalled rumors that her dad
had fathered two daughters years before
she and her brother were born. More
evidence that Karen’s younger sister is
indeed her biological sister. The plan is
to also visit Mary when they journey to
Ohio to visit Helen.

‘““Asking for help” —
Sarah from Virginia

On July 2, I received an email with
the above subject line from Sarah, a
Virginia sort-of-adoptee who didn’t
learn of her sort-of-adopted status until
10 years ago at the age of 36. When a
routine request for a copy of her birth
certificate revealed that she had not
been raised by her biological parents,
her world imploded.

Scant information from Vital Records
coupled with never-before-shared facts
from a much older sister revealed that
Sarah had been left with the babysit-
ter who chose to raise her as her own
daughter. Except that said babysitter —
who had passed away five years before
Sarah’s life-altering discovery — had
never officially adopted Sarah. Rather,
she’d replaced Sarah’s surname with
her own surname and called it good
enough.

The news had a traumatizing ripple
effect across Sarah’s life, impacting
her ability to obtain a job as employers
tightened their adherence to proof-of-
identity requirements for employees.

Continued on page 23
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DaLE, HUFFMAN
& BABCOCK

LAWYERS

No two clients share the exact same vision or challenge. Let us help answer
your legal challenges with a solution that is right for you and your family. Our
firm provides guidance on Long Term Care Planning, Estate Planning, Asset
Preservation Planning, Probate, Estate & Trust Administration, Guardianship
Services, and Special Needs Planning. Come experience the Dale, Huffman
& Babcock difference. We are now seeing clients at our offices located at 30
Premier Avenue, Bluffton and 406 South Scott Road, Fort Wayne.

Keith P. Huffman  Timothy K. Babcock Kristin L. Steckbeck Michael J. Huffman

30 PREMIER AVENUE _ 406 SOUTH SCOTT ROAD
BLUFFTON, INDIANA 46714 (260)824_5566 FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46814

www.dhblaw.com
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In search of the Indiana grave
of America’s original ‘Uncle Sam’

BY TANYA IscH CAYLOR

This summer we took a drive in search of
a little known Northeastern Indiana histori-
cal monument — the purported headstone
of the legendary figure known as Uncle
Sam.

I had never realized there might be a real
person the character was based on. But ac-
cording to a book of tourist sites
along the Lincoln Highway, some
historians believed that guy was
Samuel Wilson, who is buried near
the tiny town of Merriam in Noble
County.

According to the origin story recounted in “The Lincoln
Highway: Coast to Coast From Times Square to the Golden
Gate Bridge,” Wilson was a meatpacker who shipped sup-
plies to the U.S. Army during the War of 1812. Each barrel
was stamped “U.S.,” which Wilson jokingly suggested stood
for “Uncle Sam” Wilson.

“From then on,” wrote author Michael Wallis, “soldiers
used ‘Uncle Sam’ to refer to anything government issued,
and eventually the name came to symbolize the federal gov-
ernment.”

Wallis noted that “it takes some searching to find the grave;
there are no flags, no patriotic mausoleum, nothing to re-
motely indicate that this is the resting place of Uncle Sam.”

On our visit, the Saturday before Independence Day, there
were flags on every veteran’s grave in Merriam’s Christian
Chapel Cemetery. We focused our search on the oldest of the
flag-bearing headstones, using a photo from the book as a
guide.

Wilson’s headstone was flanked by veteran’s war service
markers, one for the War of 1812 and one for
the Civil War — though he celebrated his hun- \
dredth birthday in 1865, if the date on his tomb- "o
stone is to be believed. v

Wilson’s true date of death is just one of the
uncertain facts in a three-decade controversy
that began not quite a century ago to determine
the “original Uncle Sam.”

A 1928 bill introduced by U.S. Rep. David
Hogg of Fort Wayne asked Congress to rec-
ognize Merriam’s Sam Wilson as the original
Uncle Sam and requested an appropriation “for

This tombstone in Christian Chapel Cemetery near Merriam in
Noble County, was part of a three-decade controversy claiming
that Indiana’s Samuel Wilson was the man originally known as
America’s “Uncle Sam.” (Photo by Bob Caylor)

doubt,” Walker wrote, describing an interview with Sam
Wilson’s granddaughter, Clara Zumbaugh, who described a
childhood memory of her mother burning a book purport-
ing to detail Wilson’s war record and Uncle Sam ties due to
negative publicity in the newspapers of the era.

“No one will ever believe that he was the ‘Uncle Sam’ and
since it was used to abuse Lincoln we hope they never find it
is the truth!” Zumbaugh recalled her mother saying.

The conflict eventually settled into a two-town
| Dbattle between Merriam and Troy, N.Y., which
championed a Samuel Wilson with a similar
origin story.

Finally, in 1961, Congress sided with Troy,
which parlayed its victory into a tourist attrac-
tion that includes an annual parade in honor of
Uncle Sam.

There are reasons to doubt Troy deserved the
win.

Historian Albert Matthews, in a 1908 paper
published by the American Antiquarian Society,

a suitable marker at his grave,” according to an
account written by Merriam resident and retired
school teacher Wilmer Walker around 1931.

Trouble was, at least three other towns were
making similar claims.

“Much has been written and several claims
have been entered ... but the facts stated here
seem so conclusive that they eliminate all

This is the only known
photo of Samuel Wilson of
Troy, N.Y., whom Congress

selected over Samuel
Wilson of Merriam, Ind., as
the original Uncle Sam in
1961. Interestingly, some
details of both men’s sto-
ries seem to intersect.

noted that in the years following the War of
1812, “no fewer than three accounts were pub-
lished in the Troy newspapers on the origins of
Uncle Sam, and in none is there any allusion to
the Samuel Wilson story. It is difficult to believe
that had the Wilson story then been in existence
it would have escaped the attention of the editor
of the Troy Post.”
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A sign at the intersection of
U.S. 33 and Ind. SR 9 near
Merriam identifies this stretch
of road as part of the coast to
coast Lincoln Highway. (Photo
by Tanya Caylor)

Matthews noted the ﬁrst appearance
of the term can be traced to 1807, when
a regiment of United States Light Dra-
goons wearing caps with the initials
U.S.L.D. were teased by a bystander
that the letters stood for “Uncle Sam’s
Lazy Dogs.”

The term also appears in an 1810 diary
entry in which a seasick young sailor in
the U.S. Navy wrote that he feared “Un-
cle Sam, as they call him,” was about to
lose his services.

Ultimately, however, Matthews argues
that Uncle Sam is modeled on John
Bull, a caricature of the British govern-
ment that first appeared in John Arbuth-
not’s 1712 pamphlet “The Law Is a Bot-
tomless Pit” and a follow-up that same
year, “The History of John Bull.”

In 1816, someone using the name
Frederick Augustus Fidfaddy published
a book modeled on Arbuthnot’s pam-
phlet, “The Adventures of Uncle Sam,
in Search After His Last Honor,” skew-
ering the U.S. government on the poli-
cies leading up to the War of 1812.

Was this the book that was burned in
the childhood memories of Clara Zum-
baugh, Sam Wilson’s granddaughter?
We’ll never know.

All these years later, along the lonely
stretch of the Lincoln Highway known
locally as U.S. 33, Indiana’s Sam Wil-
son and his underground neighbors in
the cemetery greatly outnumber the resi-
dents of nearby Merriam.

All my husband and I found in
modern-day Merriam was a church, a
convenience store and, coincidentally, a
meat-packing operation.

It was fun to imagine how different
things might be here now if Congress
had voted in favor of Merriam in 1961.

The writer, a Wells County resident, can be
reached at tischcaylor@gmail.com
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BY RoD KING

What started in Dayton, Ohio in 1923
as a small engineering study collection
of technical artifacts is now the largest
military aviation museum in
the world. And this year, the
National Museum of the U.S.

stealth bomber, the U-2A spy plane, the
Space Shuttle Trainer and seven presi-
dential planes which are open for view-
ing. One is the plane that took President
and Mrs. Kennedy to Dallas November
22,1963 when he was assassinat-
ed. Vice President Lyndon John-
son was sworn in as president

Air Force is celebrating its
100th anniversary.

, DAY T
It’s more than a place to

aboard the plane and it car-
ried Kennedy’s body back to

see airplanes and missiles!

It’s the history of flight

from the Wright brother’s

initial flight at Kitty Hawk,

North Carolina and the use

of planes in transportation and military
combat to exploration of space. It’s all
here in four enormous air-conditioned

buildings.

The museum is divided into galleries
covering broad historic trends in military
aviation. They run the gamut from the
Early Years, World War II, Korean War
and Southeast Asia Galleries to the Cold
War, Missiles, Presidential, Space and
Research and Development Galleries.

There’s also a Holocaust exhibit with
a detailed timeline of the rise of Hitler
and the Nazi Party to power in Germany,
their calculated extermination of Jews
and other people they deemed undesir-
able to their eventual defeat at the close
of World War II.

As one docent commented ““it could
take several days to take in everything.”
That’s because there are 22 acres under
roof housing more than 300 planes.

The museum’s total collection is 2,900
planes. Some are on display outside and
some are at other museums around the
country.

Some of the most notable planes on
display include a replica of the 1909
Wright Military Flyer, the World War
II B-29 Superfortress that dropped the
atomic bomb on Japan, the B-52 Stra-
totofortress, the Cold War era B-2 Spirit

Washington, D.C.

The Boeing B-17F Memphis
Belle is a main attraction. It
became a symbol of the heavy
bomber crews and support per-
sonnel who helped defeat Nazi
Germany in World War II. It was one
of the first heavy bombers to complete
25 combat missions after which it and
its crew returned to the United States to
boost the sale of war bonds. Memphis
Belle was featured in a 1944 documen-
tary, two motion pictures and a 1990
Hollywood feature film.

Along the way there are life-like vi-
gnettes with uniformed mannequins at-
tending to planes, loading ammunition,
climbing into the cockpit and doing pre-
flight inspections. One is of a young pilot
getting chewed out royally for running
his fighter plane into a fence, up-ending
it and damaging the propellers.

Visitors can get the feeling of flying in
one of the flight simulators located in the
Korean War Gallery. There’s a charge to
find out what it’s like in the air. A huge
C-124-C cargo plane is open for view-
ing as is a B-29 fuselage. Guests can
view aviation and space-oriented films
(for a fee) in a large-format theater with
surround-sound.

Visiting the National Museum of the
U.S. Air Force is a fun way to get an ef-
fortless and painless history lesson. And
get this...It’s free! And so is the park-
ing.

The writer, a Fort Wayne resident, may be
reached at coknoll75@yahoo.com
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It States

From a replica of the bi-plane built by
the Wright brothers for the U.S. Army
Signal Corps in 1909 featuring twin 4-cyl-
inder pusher engines to the prototype
of the B-70 nuclear armed deep-pene-
tration supersonic strategic bomber in
the late 1950s (top photos), the National
Museum of the United States Air Force
includes more than 2,900 displays includ-
ing (above photos from top) the B-17F
Memphis Belle, one of the first heavy
bombers to complete 25 combat mis-
sions in World War Il. The plane and its
crew returned to the United States to sell
war bonds. ¢« The space shuttle training
aircraft. It was designed by NASA to dupli-
cate space shuttle approach profiles and
landings. ¢ The Boeing VC-137C that took
President and Mrs. Kennedy to Dallas
on Nov. 22, 1963 and returned his body
to Washington, D.C. following his assas-
sination there. Vice President Lyndon
Johnson was sworn in as president on the
plane. (Photos courtesy of the National
Museum of the U.S. Air Force)
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If your income is less than $2,268/month
and you have limited assets,
you may qualify for help with medical costs
not covered by Medicare
and with prescription drug expenses.

The State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) is a free and impartial counseling program for
people with Medicare. SHIP is provided by the Administration for Community Living and the Indiana
Department of Insurance. We are part of a federal network of State Health Insurance Assistance
Programs located in every state. All of our services are free.

@) SHIP_ (800) 452-4800
S www.Medicare.in.gov

Navigating Medicare
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Watch out! It’s a scam!

A few tips on
avoiding trouble.

(StatePoint) Scammers are
getting better at what they do
all the time. According to the
Data Book, Americans reported
losing $10 billion to scams in
2023, a full $1 billion more than
in 2022. While anyone can be a
victim, elderly people are often
targeted, as they are presumed
to have more savings.

According to Certified Finan-
cial Planner professionals, you
can help safeguard your finan-
cial future with these tips:

* Slow Down. From romance
scams to debt and IRS scams,
many scammers use emotional
appeals to scare or charm their victims
into giving up personal information or
their money. Before acting, take a deep
breath and speak to a trusted friend or
relative who may be able to help you
spot a potential scam. Remember that
the IRS initiates contact only through
the U.S. mail, not via email, text or so-
cial media.

You can also do a bit of investiga-
tive work yourself. For example, if you
receive an email claiming to be your
bank or another institution asking you
to click on a link, first make sure the
request is legitimate. Do the return ad-
dress and URL look right? Are there
spelling errors? If you’re contacted by
text or with a phone call, look up the
number of the bank or company and
call them back directly, not with the
number provided.

* Be Choosy. As you age, it’s common
to enlist friends and family to help you
make financial decisions and with ev-
eryday administrative tasks, like paying
your taxes or your bills. Select who has
access to your sensitive documents and
online accounts carefully.

¢ Be Careful. Also, never leave bills,
statements and other identifying infor-
mation lying around. You may want
to invest in a paper shredder or a file
cabinet with a lock so you can dispose
of and store documents carefully. You
should also ensure all your online ac-
counts have strong passwords that are
known only to you.

* Consider Auto-Pay. Finally, consid-

* Seek Assistance. A
certified financial plan-
ner can help you avoid
becoming a victim in
the first place by help-
ing you monitor your
accounts and by setting
up notifications from
your financial institu-
tions when suspicious
activity is detected. As
a fiduciary, they have
an ethical obligation to
work in your best inter-
ests at all times and can
be a valuable member
of your money team.

It’s easy to think
identity fraud and other
financial abuse is some-
thing that happens only
to other people. But scam tactics are
becoming more sophisticated, and any-
one can be targeted. The best defense is
staying abreast of the latest tactics and
arming yourself with the assistance of
trusted advocates.

ATTENTION:
Medicare Beneficiaries

We Represent Most of
The Medicare Advantage Plans
and Part D Prescription Drug Plans
and Dozens of Medicare Supplement
Companies

Which Is Best For You Depends

On Many Factors
Which | Would Be Happy To

Discuss With You

fora FREE No Obligation

Appointment
CALL DAN KINTZ at

260-728-8888

318 W. Monroe St.
Decatur

email:
dan@kintzinsurance.com

© PIKSEL / iStock via Getty Images Plus

er setting up automatic bill payments.
This not only has the benefit of keeping
you up-to-date on payments and help-
ing you avoid late fees, it will also re-
duce the amount of sensitive paperwork
you have in your home and receive by
mail.

//\/S UF?A/\/CE

SINCE 1966
We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do
offer in your ares. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.
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might be ready
to move into a

Are you wondering if you should
move into a seniors’ residence? Here
are five indications it may be time to
take this step.

1. Maintaining your property is a bur-
den. Washing windows, clearing leaves,
shoveling the driveway and mowing
the lawn can take a toll. If you have to
ask for help with most regular chores,
or if you’re simply exhausted by them,
living in a residence may prove to be a
relief.

2. You need daily support. If shower-

ing or bathing is strenuous and get-
ting dressed is a struggle, you could
improve your quality of life with the
care services offered by most seniors’
residences.

3. Your loved ones are worried about
your safety. Do you tend to fall or for-
get to lock your doors? Have you ever
almost started a fire by leaving a pot
on the stove for too long? Residences
are places where safety is a key consid-
eration. You and your loved ones will
sleep better knowing help is available if

you need it.

4.1t’s hard to eat a healthy diet. Do
you often eat frozen or canned meals?
If grocery shopping and cooking are
major chores for you, remember that
in a seniors’ residence, you’ll have
access to a variety of healthy meals
every day.

5. You want more opportunities to
socialize. Do you long for lively con-
versations and enriching encounters? In
seniors’ residences, there are many op-
portunities to make new friends.

As a resident of the Wells County community for decades, Attorney, Gerret J.
Swearingen, has devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in preserving the
family assets from the high cost of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

With more than 13 years of experience, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, is the
seasoned Elder Law Attormey you need. Don’t be fooled by others who have no
real experience in Elder Law and Medicaid Planning. Let Swearingen Elder Law
guide you down the path that will both preserve your life savings and help those
you love receive the quality of care they deserve.

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW

« Medicaid Planning

« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

o Durable Power of Attorney

« Wills, Living Wills, &

Advance Healthcare Directives
« Long Term Care Planning

« In-Home Healthcare Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

OO
I NAELA

National Academy of Elder Law Attarneys, Inc.
- MEMBER

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308
Fort Wayne, IN 46804

-OSSIAN-

1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

-NEW HAVEN-
718 Broadway Street,
New Haven, IN 46774
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By BoB CAYLOR

“Better” is inevitably subjective. For
many car collectors, nothing surpasses
an all-original survivor. That’s what
Heltz, who now lives in northern Ad-
ams County, began with in 2006 when
he saw the ‘72 Cadillac for sale in Ca-
dillac, Michigan.

“I always wanted a Cadillac, but I
wanted a ‘61-66,” Heltz, 83, said. But
by the turn of the century, prices on
those early-to-mid-60s models had
crept high enough to send him looking
for alternatives. That’s what led him to
the 1972 model.

“Not a bit of rust on it,” he remem-
bered. The owner of the car had spent
every winter in Florida, and the Caddy
spent every winter secure in a garage.

“To this day, it’s never seen a winter,”
Heltz said. “All the chrome on it is the
original chrome. It’s never been redone.
All T did was polish the stainless steel.”

It was beautiful, yes, yet Heltz always
wants to put his own stamp on his
project cars.

In the case of
this car, the
most impor-
tant difference
was the new
paint job he
designed. It’s
a two-tone, with the lighter tone being a
relatively narrow strip just a few inches
below the windows. It makes the Caddy
look lower, longer and much sleeker
than the stock, solid-color appearance
the car brought from the factory.

SENIOR LIVING + FALL 2024

Dave Heltz
began with a
remarkably
well-preserved
72 Cadillac
and made it
better.

The interior was original, until a
single rip opened in the driver’s seat.
That was intolerable in a car he enjoyed
showing off, so he ordered matching
upholstery to recover the seat.

“When we got (the upholstery), it was
nowhere close,” he said. So he and the
upholsterer ordered different fabrics
and designed new looks for the interior,
plus a matching cover for the full-size
spare in the auditorium-size trunk.

Structurally, most of the car remains
the same. The body, frame and suspen-
sion are all as they rolled off the assem-
bly line half-a-century ago. He pulled
the brand emblems off the hood and
trunk of the car, which cleans up its ap-
pearance even more.

He did swap out the 472-cubic-inch
V-8 that came standard with most Ca-
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PEOPLE
COME TO HEAR

Most adults received their last hearing screening
when they were in grade school. It is a good idea to

have your hearing checked yearly when you are an
adult at least once during your annual physical.

This screening becomes your baseline, so that later, if you do suffer hearing loss, your hearing specialist
can compare your loss to your baseline. This will create a better picture as to how severe your loss is, so
that you can be treated appropriately. At Beltone our hearing screenings are always complimentary. It's
our way of giving back to the communities we serve.

Hearing Loss Makes Your Brain Work Harder

New research shows that adults with hearing loss experience a 40% faster decline in cognitive abilities.
This suggests that the entire brain may be struggling to fill in the gaps caused by untreated hearing loss.
Thankfully research is showing that when hearing loss is detected early and treated with hearing aids,
the brain can reorganize itself back to its usual operation.

Why Beltone?

* Hearing aids to fit any lifestyle and budget

* Locally operated by your friends and neighbors

» Over 80 years of experience in hearing healthcare and hearing aid technology
» Exclusive Belcare: Lifetime service for you and your hearing aids

* Most insurance plans accepted

Make an appointment today at any of our hearing centers and receive the following
complimentary services:

» Hearing Screening and Evaluation by our professional staff

» Ear Check: Your problem may just be wax

» Technology Demonstration: Test drive the latest hearing technology if you are a hearing aid
candidate

Auburn « 215 Duesenberg Drive, IN 46706 « 260 920-9222
Fort Wayne - West Jefferson Blvd, IN 46804 - 260 436-2800

WWW.BELTONEHEARINGCARE.COM
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Before and After (top photos): Dave Heltz’s
1972 Cadillac was an usual foundation for a
project car, because it was in nearly perfect
condition when he bought it 18 years ago.
Now repainted, the new two-tone color
scheme made the car look even longer,
lower and sleeker. (“Before” photo provided,
all other photos by Bob Caylor)

Group at left, clockwise from top left: Dave
Heltz replaced the 472 engine that came
with this Cadillac with the 500-cubic-inch
engine meant for the Cadillac Eldorado.

» He added these gauges because he
doesn’t want to rely on the stock warning
lights. “They call them ‘idiot lights,” he said,
“because by the time you see those lights,
something has already been ruined.” * He
had a matching cover made for the full-size
spare... * ... to match the new upholstery
for the interior that he designed.

500-cubic-inch engine intended to the #1 WAY TO SELL YOUR FARM GROUND

massive, front-wheel-drive Cadillac
Eldorado and fit that in his Cadillac in- = > . Ty
stead. _— —_—

He has a hard time tolerating the warn- THE FINEST ASSETS IN THE
ing lights that came stock in the car. WORLD, INCLUDING FARM LAND

“They call them ‘idiot lights,” because
by the time you see those lights, some- ARE SOLD AT AUCTION.

thing has already been ruined,” Heltz
said.
He made a console for gauges that

rests on the center floor in front. It — S ISAAC STOLLER
includes an oil-pressure gauge, an am- =2 STEFFEN GROUF REAL ESTATE BROKER / AUCTIONEER

meter. a tachometer and a thermometer (260) 413-3515 issac.stoller@steffengrp.com
b

showing engine temperature.
Heltz, who graduated from high school

in Muncie in 1959, moved to Michigan v STAY ACTIVE, STAY
in 1963. He’ i h- ’
in 1963. He’d been recruited by a brot the) CONNECTED

3* -

er-in-law who was a Michigan state
trooper to join that police force.
But he’d grown up working on cars

occasionally — his father was a me- CAYLOR-NICKEL FDN. FAMILY YMCA

chanic — and it became a major side

job for him in the 1970s. That’s when he * Build Strength & Mobility

began buying cars that had been totaled, e Connect with your Community

repairing them, then paying to have their « Fitness for Every Level N
bodywork and paint finished. From the ) Y ) ] s = & I
1970s through the 1990s, he figures he e o JOIN NOW!

insurance covers the cost of
a 'Y membership. FWYMCA.ORG | 260.565.9622

repaired and sold 140-160 cars. Some-
times he had as many as five rebuild-
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Dave Heltz,
83, brought his
1972 Cadillac
to the Swiss
Days car show
this year.

and-resell cars in his yard at a time.

He has the proceeds from this work to
thank for his project cars, including the
1972 Cadillac.

“I did that because I told myself I
would never take money out of my pay-
check and spend it on cars. I’ve seen too
many people get in trouble doing that.
And too many divorces,” Heltz said.

Do you have a story to tell or know someone
who does? caylor.bob@ gmail.com
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EXPERIENC

audiology

)

“Hear what you ve been missing.

Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, aup.

Call for your appointment:

(260) 706-2558

2035 Commerce Dr. 832 South 11th St.
Bluffton Decatur

www.ExperienceAudiology.com

124 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton IN 46714 |

RT

ARE

260-333-1114 | www.homecourthomecare.com




Page 18

SENIOR LIVING + FALL 2024

Is it safe to travel this fall? Yes, but ...

BY CHRISTOPHER ELLIOTT

Like many Ameri-
cans, I'm traveling
this fall. And like
many Americans,
I’m wondering: Is
it safe to travel this
fall?

It all depends, ex-
perts say.

“This fall,

there are a few -

things travel- (911

ers should be =

concerned about ‘rravel

from a safety

standpoint,”

notes John Gobbels, chief operating of-
ficer of Medjet.

For example:

* Have you seen the “TOURISTS GO
HOME?” signs in Europe this summer?
Some popular destinations are slam-
ming the door in our faces, fearful that
too many tourists will destroy their cit-
ies. It’s a valid concern, but you don’t
want to be caught in the middle of that.

* Instability is on the rise. The wars in
the Middle East and Ukraine are more
complicated than ever and unlikely
to be resolved by this fall. In fact, the
war in Gaza is threatening to spread to
other parts of the region, potentially
complicating travel to destinations now
considered safe.

* The U.S. elections aren’t helping.
This presidential race may be the most
contentious one in recent memory,
which could affect your safety. “Ameri-
cans should be mindful of local feel-
ings toward them, and have a plan if
negative sentiments actually start to
feel threatening to their safety,” says
Gobbels.

In other words, if you’re taking a
short, domestic trip, there’s nothing ex-
traordinary awaiting you. But if you’re
going abroad, things may get interesting
this fall.

“It’s going to be a relatively normal
travel pattern,” says John Rose, chief
risk and security officer for AlTour, a
travel management company. But you
will still need to take some precautions.

Here’s where I’m headed this fall —
and why I’'m a little nervous

I’m on the road 365 days a year,
which means I think about travel safety

constantly. I’'m planning to be in several
destinations this fall and frankly, I’'m a
little worried.

Here’s what I’'m doing to stay safe:

* I’m starting my itinerary in Dublin,
which has a fairly good reputation for
safety — although there are parts of
the city that I would be wise to avoid.

I plan to spend most of my time work-
ing in my apartment and sightseeing in
all the popular attractions. Tourist traps
with lots of foreign visitors can be scary
because they attract petty thieves and
criminals, so careful planning is a must.

e I’ll also be in Istanbul — a city with
a reasonable safety record unless you
are stupid. And by “stupid” I mean
accepting an invitation to a bar from
a friendly stranger and then getting
suckered into buying overpriced drinks,
which is a well-known scam. I’'m also
wary of discussing politics and religion
of any kind in Turkey. If I keep my
head down, I should be absolutely fine.

* My final stop this fall is Doha, Qatar.
I visited this place during the pandemic,
just as it was gearing up to the World

Cup, and I found that it was one of the
safest places on the planet. I will be
there during the U.S. presidential elec-
tion, and I have promised myself that
if asked about Trump or Harris, I will
immediately change the subject to the
weather.

So when it comes to safety, I'm right
there with you. And I'm a little worried,
too.

Pro advice for staying safe
when you travel this fall

You can avoid dangerous situations
this fall by following these simple tips
from security experts.

* Research your destina-
tion very carefully. Don’t book a trip
somewhere without doing your home-
work, even if you’ve been there many
times. Things change, says Jeremy
Murchland, CEO of Seven Corners.
“Something that should be top of mind
for every savvy traveler is what is hap-
pening politically at your destination,”
he adds. “From overtourism protests to
election cycles to labor strikes, current
events can impact your ability to travel.

Kim Gentis
Financial Advisor

Financial Advisor Wealth Management Professional
Investment Advisory Services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

'BUSINESS OR PERSONAL |

RAYMOND JAMES

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Asset Management

Mutual Funds

Financial Planning

Member FINRA/SIPC

Stocks
UITs
IRAs

Research
College Planning
Insurance & Annuities
Bonds Personalized Goal Planning

Retirement Planning

(260)824-8070

kim.gentis@raymondjames.com
1245 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN 46714
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In extreme circumstances, they also can
put you at higher risk than normal.”
Seven Corners has been monitoring the
security situation, and Murchland says
he’s noticed an increase in tensions
heading into the fall travel season.

expert. “Because of this, it’s highly
advisable to refrain from any political
discussions, especially about the coun-
tries that you’re visiting. Visitors can
actually be jailed in some countries for
creating a discussion on that country’s

Page 19

says Daniel Durazo, director of external
communications at Allianz Partners
USA.

Allianz has released a new version
of Allyz TravelSmart, its travel app,
that has dedicated safety alerts. Any-

* Make a plan and follow it.
Once you know what potential
dangers you face, you’ll need to
come up with a plan, according to
Carrie Hartman, president of the
global business travel and reloca-
tion platform 3Sixty. For example,
consider this fall’s predicted hy-
peractive hurricane season. “Hav-
ing an emergency plan in place
— including knowledge of local
shelters and emergency contacts
— can literally be lifesaving,” she
says. Don’t wait until you arrive
before coming up with a plan, because
by then it might be too late.

* Stay away from politics. As tempt-
ing as it might be to talk about your
favorite candidate, don’t. “The presi-
dential election in the United States is
looked at very negatively in most of
the world, regardless of which side of
the political spectrum you might fall
on,” says Rose, the AlTour security

politics, especially if they consider it to
be negative in tone.”

Bottom line: You can stay safe by
taking a few simple steps — and avoid-
ing dangerous places. And there are
also a few new tricks that will help you
stay out of trouble.

“While it’s impossible to eliminate
all risks completely, there are proven
ways to significantly mitigate them,”

one can download and use the app,
which also offers a hospital finder
to quickly point you in the direction
of a nearby healthcare facility, and a
medical dictionary.

Also, if you don’t mind letting the
government know where you’ll be,
you can register for the State Depart-
ment’s Smart Traveler Enrollment
Program (STEP). It’s a free service
that allows U.S. citizens and nation-
als traveling abroad to enroll their
trip with the nearest U.S. embassy or
consulate. The State Department will
notify you if there’s a problem at your
destination and may be able to offer as-
sistance.

So is it safe to travel this fall? Yes
— as long as you take a few common-
sense precautions.

Christopher Elliott has authored a number
of travel books. His columns appear weekly
in USA Today and the Washington Post.
email him at chris@elliott..org
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Bluffton CPA Group P.C.
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Building roads with an M-14 at his side

BY KAYLEEN REUSSER

The Vietnamese barber spoke fluent
English and chatted easily and often
with his American customers. His abil-
ity to speak well, he explained, was
because he had spent time in the United
States prior to the war.

Tom Paxson of Bluffton, had met the
barber whom the Americans discovered
cut hair well.

But the friendly hair stylist had a se-
cret.

One night, when Americans troops
received small arms fire from enemy
forces in a cemetery across the road
from their base, Paxson and others lev-
eled the area. The next day the body of
the barber was found among the rubble.
He had been a Viet Cong in disguise.

“We learned never to trust anyone,”
said Paxson. “‘Charlie’ could be listen-
ing.”

Paxson had enlisted in the Army in
the summer of 1966. He completed ba-
sic training at Fort Knox in Kentucky
where the recruits were not allowed to
call their rifles “guns” but “weapons.”

At Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri,
tests for Paxson’s Advanced Individual
Training (AIT) showed he had a me-
chanical aptitude. His military occu-
pational specialty (MOS) became that
of grader, or heavy equipment operator.

This was no surprise as Tom’s father,
Fred Paxson, had performed similar
tasks as a seabee in the Pacific theater
during World War II.

Upon arriving in Vietnam in Decem-
ber 1966, Paxson was assigned to the
46th Engineers at Long Binh post near
Saigon. The 46th used D7 Caterpillar
bulldozers (the crew referred to the
machines as “cats”) and Clark 290M
earth movers to clear jungles, as well as
build roads, runways and foundations
for buildings. The unit also used semi-
trailers and dump trucks to build an am-
munition dump.

Such projects were a strain for the
crew, as underneath three feet of solid
soil was muck like jello. Paxson offered
advice to new drivers so they would not
get stuck. Monsoon rains created their
own devilry with excessive mud.

As if environmental challenges were
not enough, Paxson’s unit was often
fired on by the Viet Cong. The Ameri-

cans were issued M-14 rifles and or-
dered to carry them at all times. Admit-
tedly, it was not easy returning fire from
inside the cabs of their equipment.

The infantry carried M-16s which
were light and carried more ammuni-
tion than the M-14s. Paxson preferred
the M-14s which had more fire power
and dependability.

Troops working on roads knew they
were easy targets for the Viet Cong. But
they believed they would not be targets
because the enemy wanted what they
were using and building and could be
patient until the war was over.

In January 1968, Paxson traveled
home for a 30-day leave. He surprised
his mother, Audra, by walking into her
classroom at Columbia Elementary
School in Bluffton where she taught
third grade.

She was delighted at his visit, believ-
ing he was home for good. When Tom
stated that he was only home for a short
visit and was extending his time in
Vietnam for six months, she was furi-
ous. She tried to talk him out of it, but
Tom told her he knew what he was do-
ing and had friends there. He was not
working in the jungle on patrols and felt
fairly safe.

Plus, he didn’t want to be sent to
Germany for military service, which he
thought would happen if he re-enlisted.

Paxson returned to Vietnam for six

Tom Paxson
with one of
the Caterpillar
bulldozers

he operated
in Vietnam,
building roads
and runways.
(Photo
provided)

months and adjusted again to the sight
of baboons threatening troops around
the base and bugs floating in their wa-
ter. He chose to drink iced tea so they
were not as noticeable.

He went home for another 30 days in
August 1968 and returned in September
1968 for his final tour, leaving Vietnam
for good in March 1969.

The exact date of March 15 would
never be forgotten by Paxson as it was
his birthday. “It was the best birthday
present I ever had,” he said.

But the hazards of being in-country
were not always obvious. At one point,
Paxson attempted to grow a garden
on the roof of his bunker. The project
was short-changed when the military
sprayed a substance over the entire
compound. The spray killed each of his
sprouts, just as it did the thick brush of
the jungle. The purpose was to enable
the American infantry to see the enemy
through the tall elephant grass.

Unfortunately, the spray, which be-
came known as Agent Orange because
of the color of the barrels it was hauled
in, was later blamed for causing a va-
riety of health problems for the troops
and people in the area.

Paxson was discharged in March
1969 after serving two years and seven
months on a three-year enlistment (he
extended his tour of duty twice).

A few months after returning home,
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Kayleen Reusser, of
Bluffton, has written a
series of books, shar-
ing the stories of area
veterans. This is an
excerpt from “Voices
From Vietnam: Stories
of War” It is available
at The News-Banner
office in Bluffton and
on Amazon.

BLUFFTONWOODS  SILO FARMS

Come see our brand new model homes and tour the community.
Brand new playground, swimming pool & fishing pond.

622-7281

Paxson married. He and his wife, Cindy,
became parents to two children. He
worked 33 years for the Bluffton Fire
Department and drove an ambulance for
the Wells Community Hospital.

In recent years, as a result of exposure
to Agent Orange, Paxson has experi-
enced various health maladies, including
neuropathy, diabetes, skin cancer, and
atrial fibrillation, a type of arrhythmia,
or abnormal heartbeat.

Still, he is proud of his time as a Fill in the blank squares

soldier in Vietnam. “It was a war we in the grid, making sure
that every row, column

BIRAIN
EXERCISE

should have never been in, but we have -

. and 3-by-3 box includes
a great country and I’m proud to have all digits 1 through 9.
served,” he said. Answers on page 24.

kjreusser@adamswells.com
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SUPERlOR oMY o
- QOSERS Sgy,

t 7 Heating & air
| 8240228 L/ Conditioning

219E. Perry St. Bluffton
260+824+0228 « www.moserandsonheatingandair.com i
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. ANew High
| Air € onditionm
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ALLSEASON-™®
 SERVICE NEEDS

86 YEARS OF SERVICE to Our Customers

Zeact; this
special demographic

groaf in Sdams and
Wells countics!

Reserve yoar dpace now
for the Wenter 2024 edition.
Call §24-0224 on 500-579-7476.
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LAWN SERVICE
Insured Owner & Operator

WEED)
CONTROIR:
RERTINZATION

KIRK POTTER + 260-820+0437

LOOKING TO BUY, SELL, BUILD or AUCTION?

I’'M YOUR GUY!

Today’s real estate market can be tough to navigate. If you're looking to buy a new
home or selling an existing property, CALL ME TODAY AT 260.827.8255!

NICK HUFFMAN REAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEER
I~ STEFFEN GROUP

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

Excel Homes

EXCELLING IN QUALITY & EXPECTATION

e Carpet & Upholstery e Ceramic Tile ® Grout Cleaning
e Leather Cleaning & Conditioning
o Water Damage Restoration

B4 \\ Serving NE Indiana &
g:;fj‘iﬁ ‘ NW Ohio Since 1994
Business! 260.692.6366

www.gershscarpetcleaning.com

Locally/Family Owned & Operated

Serving Wells
& Huntington
County’s with
dignity and
respect.

... Friend
of the Family

www.myersfuneralhomes.com
Huntington 356-2400 « Markle 758-2121

MARY KAY

RESET THE PACE OF SKIN'S VISIBLE AGING
STARTING INAS LITTLE AS 2 WEEKSI

With the TimeWise* Miracle Set”, you'l
be on your way to strong, healthy skin
from day one, and week after week
brings you closer to your best skin yet.

Ask me how to start a skin care routine il
that’s personalized just for you! - !

Becky Goshorn

| Future Executive Senior Sales Director

260-824-0187

o www.marykay.com/bgoshorn
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The DNA Sleuth

Continued from page 6

Although her sister shared the name

of Sarah’s birth mother, the sister died
before she could help Sarah unravel the
details of this monumental mystery.

And then, in her foster mom’s belong-
ings — the term Sarah now uses to refer
to the woman who raised her — Sarah
found a copy of her original birth cer-
tificate, altered via white out and an old
typewriter, to name foster mom as her
biological mother. You can’t make this
stuff up ...

I “ran with” the name shared by Sar-
ah’s sister, a woman with the initials S.
M., searching in the Washington D.C.
area where Sarah was born and across
the border in Virginia where Sarah
grew up with the babysitter’s family.
Of course, multiple people possess the
same name as S.M., so it was a process
of potential eliminations versus favor-
able prospects.

The first S.M. I tracked seemed iffy.
But then I found an S.M. whose loca-
tion, age, and life details seemed much
more likely. And because I'll never
cease to be intrigued with family re-
semblances, I couldn’t resist comparing
a picture of this promising S.M. with
Sarah. They shared a noticeable resem-
blance, especially in the eyes.

What I did not do is share the pic
comparison or any of the details |
compiled about the maybe-correct
S.M. with Sarah. Her DNA results will
quickly confirm or deny whether I’ve
tagged the right S.M.

And if I’ve found birth mom, then the
search for birth father will commence.
And so, we wait, for the “Your results
are in!” email message to hit her inbox.

Now, Back to Family History Month

Genealogy and history buffs research-
ing in Adams and Wells counties will
find a wealth of resources as well as
knowledgeable staff who are ready,
willing, and able to aid in their genea-
logical research efforts. I’'m most famil-
iar with:

The Heritage Room at
the Berne Public Library

If you have family ties to Adams
County, the Heritage Room will be an
excellent resource. Their database, built
with the Brothers Keeper software,
includes over 228,000 people, from
88,000 families. With a few fingertip
clicks, this program will compile ances-

October 1s
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SCAN.
RECORD.
WRITE.

Start wilh NGS's

Top Resources

tion, tips, and resources, including:

tailed steps for family tree building

The National Genealogical Society’s website is a treasure-trove of informa-
* Cool helps such as pedigree charts and templates, research tips, and de-

* Free downloadable PDFs with tips on writing, sharing, and recording fam-
ily stories as well as scanning and labeling pictures

* Courses (for a fee) from beginner to advanced on a variety of topics rang-
ing from how to utilize DNA results to how to read old handwriting to course-
work toward becoming a professional genealogist

Check out all the NGS has to offer at www.ngsgenealogy.org

Resources
for making
the most of

tral charts (family trees) and will also
compute relationships. Have you won-
dered if your neighbor or your spouse
might also be a cousin? If both families
have roots in Adams County, it’s likely
that question can be answered with the
help of this extensive genealogical da-
tabase.

Their collection of microfilm provides
access to some very old Swiss church
records, various Bluffton newspapers
dating from 1851-1993 as well as Berne
newspapers from 1896 to 2020. A vast
assortment of family history books,
yearbooks, clippings, records, and in-
dexes fill 19 filing cabinets and line the
room’s floor-to-ceiling shelves.

Digitized copies of the Berne Witness
and other Berne newspapers, published
from 1896-2016, can be accessed from
the comfort of your home. Many of the
Heritage Room’s scanned photographs
— 6,266 to be exact — are also avail-
able to peruse on one’s personal device.
The links to these fascinating resources
can be found on the Berne Public Li-
brary website under the Heritage Room
tab.

The Heritage Room will celebrate
Family History Month with an Ancestry
DNA Class and a Cemetery Walk. Fol-

low them on Facebook for more infor-
mation about these upcoming events.

The Indiana Room at
the Wells County Public Library

The Indiana Room houses the li-
brary’s Genealogy Collection that
includes many helpful resources, with
some of the most popular items be-
ing Bluffton newspapers and Census
Records for Wells County (1840-1930,
missing 1890) on microfilm, a birth
index covering 1883-1920, a marriage
index covering 1837-4/12/1980, year-
books, and family history books as well
as an index of the Indiana Territorial
Census of 1807.

The Genealogy /Local History Club
meets at the Bluffton library the first
Thursday of the month from 5 to 6:30
p.m. for an informal time of connecting
with and learning from fellow history
and genealogy enthusiasts. Participants
may bring questions and their personal
laptop or use one of the library’s. It’s a
great time to indulge in your love of or
obtain a greater appreciation for local
history, genealogy, or both.

The Wells Co. Genealogy Society will
host a Cemetery Walk on Oct. 6 at 2
p-m. at the Wells County Historical Mu-



Page 24

INDEX TO ADVERTISERS
Beltone Hearing Care...........cccco....... 15
Biggs Rental Properties................... 21
Bluffton CPA Group .........ccccevevevenenes 19
Bluffton Woods / Silo Farms............. 21
Christian Care Retirement

CommUNItY ..o 2
Dale, Huffman &

Babcock Attorneys.........cccccvvervnnee 7
Decatur Dental Services..........ccco...... 9
Edward JOnes..........ccceveccvriinnnnn, 24
Emshwiller & Emshwiller ................... 9
Experience Audiology ..........c.cccoene.. 17
Gersh'’s Carpet Cleaning ................. 22
Goodwin-Cale & Harnish

Memorial Chapel ..........c.cccovviveuenee 9
HomeCourt Home Care................... 17
InTrac Relay Indiana ......... Inside Back
Jerry Flack & Associates ...Back Cover
Kintz Insurance...........c.cocevvrnennns 12
Mary Kay - Becky Goshorn.............. 22
Moser & Son Heating &AC ............. 22
Myers Funeral Homes...................... 22
Potter’'s Lawn Service........c.cccoeune. 22
Premier U-Store..........cccocovveeieinne, 4
Raymond James Financial

SEIVICES ..ot 18
Shaw Law ........cccovivnieniereies 1
State Health Insurance Assistance.. 11
Steffen Group - Isaac Stoller........... 16

Steffen Group - Nick Huffman ......... 22
Sprunger & Sprunger........ Inside Front

Swearingen Elder Law..................... 13
The Mattress + Furniture Store ....... 19
Wells County Foundation .................. 5
Wells County YMCA .......cccooovvvinnnne. 16

Solution to puzzle on page 21

113]19]8|514]|2]|7]|6
71418]19(2|6|3|5(1
215|6)11[7]3]18]4]9
918|2]15(6|1]4]|3|7
3|16|5]12(4]|719]|1]|8
4171113[9]8]5]6]2
51913]16(1]2]|7]|8(4
612|4]17(8|511]9]|3
8111714(3]9]6]|2]|5

seum Annex. The program will feature
significant historical figures buried in
the Murray Cemetery, portrayed by vol-
unteers in period costumes. A flag will
mark the gravestones of these noted
men and women to assist those inter-
ested in visiting the Murray Cemetery
after the program.

Our three local library systems — the
Heritage Room (Berne), the Indiana
Room (Bluffton), and the Adams Pub-
lic Library, with locations in Decatur
and Geneva — each provide access to
Ancestry.com’s library edition. This
opportunity offers researchers an op-
portunity to experience the well-known
site’s vast resources before purchasing a
subscription.

A Family History Month Challenge

Thanks to cousin Mark urging the
family to put action behind good inten-
tions, we’re gearing up for a “Steury
Cousins Reunion” the first Saturday of
October. It’s been five years since the
last gathering of the first cousins who
grew up swinging from the hay mow in
the barn on the Steury homestead.

We already know the Heritage Room’s
database contains many generations
of information on both the ancestors
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and descendants of the Christian P. and
Emilia (Habegger) Steury family, so we
plan to print and distribute family trees.

We’ll play “Name that Cousin” with
high school graduation photos. And
chuckle over the antics and mischief the
rambunctious cousins managed to keep
from their parents these many decades.

I envision many “Remember when”
conversations, some that will likely la-
ment the turning gray and turning loose
of many a cousins’ hair.

I challenge you to participate in at
least one event or activity related to
family history this October. Pop into
one (or more) of the libraries. Pull out
an old photo album and peruse it with
your son or daughter, sister, cousin, or
grandchild. Phone a family member
who shares your interest in family his-
tory and plan to get together. Vow to
do something this October to discover
and to preserve the rich tapestry of your
family history.

Need suggestions on next steps for
solving a family mystery? Have you re-
ceived your DNA results and find your-
self asking, “What now?” Drop me a
message at bethsteury@ gmail.com

Edward Jones

Have retirement plan questions?
Let's talk about your options.

BLUFFTON@ L. o OSSIAN .
DOUG FEAR, AAMS JEREMYTODD, AAMS /CFP JEREMY PENROD, AAMS /CFP LARRY A. SMITH, AAMS
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Financial Advisor

2035 Commerce Dr,, Suite 209 1169 N. Main St. Suite 2 201E. Market St., Suite 1 1025, Jefferson
260-565-4134 260-824-0686 260-824-2354 260-622-7952

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC




UNABLE TO HEAR
ON THE TELEPHONE?

Are telephone conversations difficult to understand?

CapTel™ Captioned Telephone and the
captioning service provided by INTRAC

The Amplified

o msacmen i (L Telephone That
l::fo?m you that }*:);; iahr:aﬁzd? Includes Written
iﬁ;ﬁﬁ? yes you can come Word-for-Word
pickit up any time come by the Captions of
Everything the

Caller Says

InTRAC
7702 Woodland Dr., Suite 130
Indianapolis, IN 46278

(317)334-1413 « www.relayindiana.com




WE HELPYOU GETSOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

Preston Kaehr - Julle Myers Conme Vangelakos

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY INSURANCE COMPANIES
WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE USTO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get ‘ We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars

FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)
WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall - 260-824-1618




