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The 2024 Bluffton Free Street Fair parade marshal was Erin Prible, who serves as executive director of the Wells County Cham-
ber of Commerce. She is pictured above with her husband, Mark, at the opening night parade on Tuesday. (Photo by Holly Gas-
kill)
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PARADESPARADES The Wells County Public Library staff represented this year’s 
One Book One County title, “Frog and Toad Together” by 
Arnold Lobel, in the industrial parade. Pictured is Lora Kieser, 
who works in the library’s circulation department, and behind 
is Tom Pfister, whose wife, Angela, also works in circulation. 
(Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Katelyn Dubach played the saxophone with the Marching 
Starfires from South Adams High School in the Wednesday 
evening parade. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Ophelia Hum-
phrey walked 
with the Rising 
Stars Twirl ing 
Academy in the 
opening parade, 
and marveled 
at all the friend-
ly faces in the 
crowd. (Photo by 
Holly Gaskill)

On the Cover: 
Morgan Isch 
and Jayla Ger-
ber are held in 
suspense at 
the top of the 
Ring of Fire, 
positioned on 
the north side 
of the Street 
Fair. (Photo by 
Holly Gaskill)
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    915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton • 260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com

Thanks for Visiting Us at the Baby 
Crawl & the Hot Wheels race!

Best Place 
to Buy a 
Mattress!
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KROGER LOGISTICS  

“COME FOR THE JOB, STAY FOR THE CAREER” 

1111 S. Adams Street 

Bluffton, Indiana 46714 

827-2000 

 

KROGER LOGISTICS  

“COME FOR THE JOB, STAY FOR THE CAREER” 

1111 S. Adams Street 

Bluffton, Indiana 46714 

827-2000 

400 East Logan St., Markle, IN
260-758-3121

WAYNE      METALS

The Norwell Knights cheerleaders led the district in the indus-
trial parade, and stopped at the intersection of Market and 
Johnson streets to lift Tenlee Morris. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Pictured above is the Wells 
County Historical Society’s 
float entry with this year’s 
theme, “Passport to Fun.”  
The theme was inspired 
by the grand marshal, Erin 
Prible, and the Chamber of 
Commerce’s passport pro-
gram. 

At left is David Fraysier with 
his sidecar sidekick in the 
opening parade. (Photos by 
Holly Gaskill)
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FALL HOURS: Wed & Thurs 2pm - 6pm  Fri & Sat 10am - 6pm  Sun 1pm - 5pm

260-758-3357 • 3584 NW ST RD 116  MARKLE, IN

FARMSFARMS
Festival October 4-6 

Friday 5-10pm • Saturday 10am-5pm • Sunday 12-5pm
Go to www.stauff erfarmsllc.com for more details!

Open
Now

for Fall

Scott Johnson (above) and 
Dorrance Stinson (at right)  
drive their tractors during the 
Wheels of Yesteryear parade 
on Wednesday. (Photos by 
Holly Gaskill)

Ezra Eckelbarger rides along in his car with Property Rx during 
the industrial parade. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Braden Yencer plays the trombone with the Southern Wells Jr.-Sr. High School band. (Photo by 
Holly Gaskill)

At r ight are 
B e n  J o n e s , 
Jim Van Winkle 
and Don Good-
win with the 
Vietnam Vet-
erans of Amer-
ica float during 
the open ing 
parade. (Photo 
by Holly Gaskill)
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123 S  JOHNSON  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thanks for a 
Great Street Fair!

We   Welcome 

You!
Friday & Saturday Bands
Weekly Drink Specials and Events!

Sundays Biscuits & Gravy 
9am -until GONE!

Thursday - 
Dollar O�  Drinks

(Excludes Pop)

Wednesday - 
KARAOKE

Fri. & Sat.  - 
Live Music

The person below has been designated to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements 
contained in the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing section 504 
(24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988) Yuri Escandon, 504 Coorndinator, Long Beach, CA 90815 / 562-257-5100 
/ TDD (800)545-1833 ext. 359

208 W. State St. Huntington, IN

260.356.9099
TDD: 1.800.545.1833 x359

An RHF Community

Affordable Living Surrounded by Elegance

Jaxen Garcia (left) and Jacki DeWeese from the Stealth Partner Group blow bubbles from the back of a pick-up truck in the 
industrial parade. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Taylyn McAfee, Toby Sheets and Gracelyn Davis wave to the 
crowd from the back of a pick-up truck with 20/20 Custom 
Molded Plastics during the industrial parade. (Photos by Holly 
Gaskill)

Fritz Miller from Pack 3149 at Bluffton-Harrison Elementary 
School walks with his troop during the opening night parade. 
(Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Frosty the Snowman was spotted melting hearts along the 
Midway. The mascot walked with a float advertising a survey 
about the city’s holiday lights. (Photo by Sydney Kent)
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410 E. Spring Street
Bluffton, IN 46714
Main: (260) 827-2200
www.weg-cm.com
www.weg.net

For Over 75 Years
Your Local Tax Specialists

BUSINESS CONSULTING • TAX PREPARATION
BOOKKEEPING • PAYROLL

QB CONSULTS • IRS REPRESENTATION

JOHN EMSHWILLER, EA
NICK SCHEER, EA

CORY RECKARD, CPA
COLIN PENROD, EA

207 N. Johnson Street, Bluffton
7230 Engle Road Suite 308, Fort Wayne

260.824.1826
www.emshwiller.net

260.203.9159

KIDS DAYKIDS DAY A new Street Fair prince and princess — Willow Lane and Kye-
son Bradley, pictured above — were crowned Saturday after-
noon at the Parlor City Plaza. At left, Kaehria Fiechter speeds 
down the lane as part of the tractor pull competition. (Photos 
by Jonathan Snyder)

Joel Reinhard holds Quinn Reinhard as she looks eagerly 
toward the finish line of Saturday’s Diaper Derby. (Photo by 
Jonathan Snyder)
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  The 
News-Banner

Bluffton, Indiana

Southern Wells
Community Schools
9120 S. 300 W. • Poneto, IN 46781
“Learning Today, Leading Tomorrow”

Central O�  ce
765-728-5537
High School
765-728-5534
Elementary
765-728-2121

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS
Check Out Our Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

Kids Day on Satur-
day morning offers 
competitions for baby 
crawling, tractor pull 
and big wheel race, 
as well as the the 
princess and prin-
cess pageant. At left, 
Joshua Frauhiger 
speeds down Wash-
ington Street on a 
tricycle. Below left, 
Burke Pfister ped-
als his hardest in an 
attempt to pull the 
weight attached. Eli 
Quinn readies him-
self for the crawling 
race below. (Photos 
by Jonathan Snyder)

Street Fair Idol
This year’s Bluffton 

Street Fair Idol winner 
was Thomas Garza, 

pictued above at right, 
who presented an origi-

nal piece, “Treat Lightly.” 
Afterward, Garza said 

he’s finishing a degree in 
audio engineering at Ball 
State and wants to con-
tinue pursuing rap and 

music. Emily Edmiston, 
middle, won second with 

her rendition of “Power 
of Love” by Celine Dion, 

and Jessica Clark, left, 
won third with “Feeling 

Good” by Nina Simone.  
At right, Lexi Lamons 

sings during the competi-
tion. (Photos by Jona-

than Snyder)
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Kerry Gentis, Manager 

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton, IN

(260) 824-0418

2883 E State Road 124
Blu� ton, IN 46714
(260) 824-4929
104 Bellmont Rd.
Decatur, IN 46733
(260) 724-2434

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

2883 E State Road 124
Blu� ton, IN 46714
(260) 824-4929
104 Bellmont Rd.
Decatur, IN 46733
(260) 724-2434

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnos
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2024

MUSICMUSIC

Pictured above is Wednesday night’s community worship event, which featured worship lead-
ers from various local congregations leading the audience through a variety of music. (Photo by 
Holly Gaskill) At left, Tim Shambaugh plays his own concert outside The Hideaway on Saturday 
night of the fair. (Photo by Sydney Kent)

There’s no shortage of opportunities to hear bands during Street Fair — above left, New Haven eighth grade student Dasha 
Mobley plays the trumpet in Wednesday’s marching band parade. Above right, Art Reiner leads the Street Fair Band in their float 
through the parade. The Street Fair band played during every parade and throughout downtown. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Emily Edmiston sings her heart out at Street Fair Idol. (Photo 
by Jonathan Snyder)
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Thank you!
To our Sponsors

Big Top Sponsor
AAM Blu� ton Manufacturing

Blu� ton Regional
Kemba Credit Union

Michael Vanover  County Commissioner
River Terrace Retirement Community

Two Brothers Generator
WEG

Midway Sponsor
Paddle� sh Solar Project

Dazey’s Supply
20/20 CustomMolded Plastics, LLC
Farmer’s and Merchants Sate Bank

Inteva
Interra Credit Union

Jerry Flack & Associates
MidWest America FederalCredit Union

Peyton’s
ProFed

Raymond James - Kim Gentis
Trusted Mfg

Tmobile
Walmart

Carousel Sponsor
AdamsWells Internet Telecom TV

Blu� ton Roo� ng
First Bank of Berne

Carousel Sponsor
Grass Green, Inc.

The Hideaway
Ideal- Harvest Acres
Linder Oil Company

Meridian Health Services
Meyer Building LLC

Ossian Health and Rehab
Parlor City Cabinetry

Saint Joseph Catholic Church
Tonner Dumpster 

Black Creek Contracting, Hauling & Removal  
Cotton Candy Sponsor

A� older Equipment Sales
BBR Imports LLC (Ron Imel)

Blu� ton Dental Clinic/Pam Johnson
Blu� ton U-Stor LLC

Berne Apparel Company
Briner Building, Inc.

Complete Smiles-Laura Kukelhan, D.D.S.
Dicky’s Car Wash

Fairway Floor Covering LLC
Family Ford of Blu� ton
Four Star Services, Inc.
National Oil & Gas, Inc

Parlor City Trophy & Apparel
Rotary Club

SafTLite
Shelton Financial Group

Topp CPA Firm, P.C.
Unique Blue Bar & Grill

Wells County Republicans

$5,000 Sponsor of the Concerts, 
Ruo�  Home Mortgage

Michael Vanover  County CommissionerMichael Vanover  County Commissioner

Taking care of 
you and the 
place we all call 
home.

BlufftonRegional.com

fm.bank  |  (800) 451.7843

BLUFFTON OFFICE 
111 East Oak Forest Dr.

OSSIAN OFFICE 
102 N. Jefferson

CHAD HARRIS 
Commercial/Ag 

Banker

CASEY ROBBINS 
Home Loan Originator

NMLS #1666643

SARA JONES 
Business  

Development 
Officer

Member FDIC
NMLS# 407535

YOU WORK HARD FOR 
MOMENTS LIKE THIS.

So do we.

The average Clear to Close time is dependent on loan type, proper documentation, and other qualifying factors. Loan decision is subject to 
satisfactory appraisal, title review, and no change to financial condition. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend.  
Some restrictions may apply. Ruoff Mortgage NMLS #141868. Equal Housing Lender. Ruoff Mortgage Company, Inc. d/b/a Ruoff Mortgage  
is an Indiana corporation. For complete licensing information visit: http://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/EntityDetails.aspx/COMPANY/141868

With an average clear to close of just 15 days, 
we make the homebuying process quick and 
stress-free, so you can focus on the things that 
matter most— spending quality time with your 
friends, family and community.

 WHAT
 HOME 

MEANS

Fort Wayne Southwest
6920 Pointe Inverness Way, Suite 110

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804
260.489.5595

Bluffton
206 N Main Street, Suite 4

Bluffton, Indiana 46714
260.417.2178

Ruoff Mortgage is proud 
to be the Main Stage sponsor 

of the Bluffton Street Fair

RUOFF MORTGAGE 
gives you more time to experience

ANOVERV
W e l l s  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r

M I C H A E L

Paid for and authorized by Mike Vanover for Wells County.

101 N. Main St. Bluffton, IN  •  Corner of Main & Market

Jerry Flack
& Associates

MEDICARE  •  INSURANCE  •  INVESTMENTS
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123 Harvest Road.
Bluff ton, IN 46714

Hope You 
Enjoyed 

the Bluff ton 
Street Fair!

Finleigh Miller, Tinsley Spriggle, Maggie Andrews and Veronica Haiflich all smile as the dragon roller coaster speeds along the 
track above. (Photo by Jonathan Snyder)

FUN & GAMESFUN & GAMES

Naivee Brinneman rides the merry-go-round on the opening 
night of the fair. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Allen Lohse (left) and Xavion Cook hold on as the gravitron 
spins them around. (Photo by Jonathan Snyder)

Above, Cash McLeod (above) flies down the super slide. 
(Photo by Sydney Kent). At right, Dalen Heller and Quorra 
Anderson throw ping pong balls into fish bowls, attempting to 
win a gold fish. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)
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Welcome to  
Bluffton Street Fair 2023! 

Low Voltage Systems 
Integrator 

961 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN  
260-824-8888— www.stylusav.com 

Welcome to  
Bluffton Street Fair 2023! 

Low Voltage Systems 
Integrator 

961 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN  
260-824-8888— www.stylusav.com 

Welcome to  
Bluffton Street Fair 2023! 

Low Voltage Systems 
Integrator 

961 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN  
260-824-8888— www.stylusav.com 

Welcome to  
Bluffton Street Fair 2023! 

Low Voltage Systems 
Integrator 

961 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN  
260-824-8888— www.stylusav.com 

WELLS CO. AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC.
643 N. Main St., Blu� ton, 260-824-4460

WARREN AUTOMOTIVE
128 N. WAYNE ST., WARREN |  260-375-3401

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!
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Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

Thanks for the

Memories

720 East Dustman Road | Bluff ton, IN 46714
www.christiancarerc.org | 260-565-3000

Enriching senior living with Christian values and compassionate quality service

Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO
Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 

Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring
Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

FNX Wrestling took over 
the Bluffton City Gym Friday 
night to host several match-
es, including Anthony Toa-
tel’s match against Dacobra. 
Anthony Toatel incited cheers 
from the audience at top, 
while above, kids cheer along 
with the action at ringside. 
(Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Chris Englehardt kept his wife, Ginger’s-, car in pristine condition during the annual anitque and 
classic car show. (Photo by Sydney Kent)



WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service
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