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A family business is
still a family business

Hiday Automotive sold to Winchester couple

By MARK MILLER

Wednesday marked the end of an era in
Bluffton, as the Hiday Automotive Group
became Freedom Chevrolet and Freedom
Dodge-Chrysler-Jeep.

“It was a family decision,” to sell the two
dealerships, Greg Hiday said, adding that it
wasn’t an easy one, “but we all had to come
together and we agreed that this was the
right thing to do.”

The two car dealerships on Bluffton’s
north side remains a family business how-
ever, as Travis and Sandy Henchon have
added them to their existing Freedom GMC
store in Richmond.

“The only change people will see is
I want to get more inventory here, more
options for our local customers,” Tra-

vis said. “We’re keeping all of the same
employees. We have the same philosophy
as the Hiday family that our focus is on our
customers — being honest with them and
delivering on what we promise.”

While Greg Hiday, who has led the
Chevrolet side of the business, is “retiring
from the car business,” he said, younger
brother Brent will continue as the general
manager of both dealerships. Sherry Hiday
will also continue to serve as comptroller.

“I’m looking at this as a new partnership
with Travis,” Brent Hiday said. “My role
will actually be expanded, and I’'m excited
about that. It’s kind of a new challenge and
a new chapter, but we’re going to continue
the same commitment we’ve had since
1975: great products and great service.”

Ashley Kumfer holding baby Amina Kumfer. (Photos by Sydney Kent)

Kumfer awarded Lance
Hunter Humanitarian Award

By SYDNEY KENT

Kody Kumfer stood at the
back of the tent continuing
to serve food on Thursday
evening. His wife, Ashley,
rocked their newborn baby
while she proudly watched
him make his way towards
the front. As he walked,
Ossian Days Inc. President
AJ Reynolds continued to
speak.

“This year’s recipient of
the Lance Hunter Humani-
tarian Award has made a pro-
found impact on Ossian and
Wells County through both
his career and his dedication
to serving others,” Reynolds
began.

He also acknowledged
that this would be the sec-
ond year that the award was
given in absence of the late
Joyce Hunter, the mother of
Lance Hunter, and that their
legacies of love are intertwined with the
honor.

Reynolds went on to detail Kumfer’s
life. A 2008 Norwell High School gradu-
ate, Kumfer was also an active contribu-
tor to the school’s baseball team, and as
a senior, he was selected for Norwell’s
annual Bobby Moser Mental Attitude
Award.

He continued his education at Ivy Tech
Community College and later earned his
bachelor’s degree in business administration
and accounting from Trine University in
2012. After starting his career at First Bank
of Berne, he quickly rose through the ranks,

(pictured) smiles as she rocks her daughter,
Amina, and watches her husband receive the honor.

ultimately serving as assistant vice president
before making a major career transition in
2021.

Since March 2021, Kumfer has served as
the associate executive director at Forgotten
Children Worldwide, a nonprofit organiza-
tion focused on protecting and empowering
vulnerable children. He previously served
on the board of directors for the organiza-
tion and has continued to make a differ-
ence in that role. His work extends beyond
his career, as he is deeply involved in his
church, community, and various local initia-
tives.

“This year’s winner lives out what it
(Continued on Page 2)

On hand for the official transfer of ownership of the Chevrolet and Chrysler dealerships in Bluff-
ton from the Hiday family to the Henchon family were, from left: Brent, Larry, Greg, Nedra and
Sherry Hiday; Sandy and Travis Henchon; and Chevrolet representatives Kerry Mumma and

Nick Bradley. (Photo by Mark Miller)

The Henchons are residents of rural Win-
chester in Randolph County where they
both grew up. After graduating from Win-
chester High School in 1995, Travis attend-

ed Saint Francis University where he played

basketball. He began working part time at

what was then Johnny Morris Chevrolet in
(Continued on Page 2)

Downtown shooter intended
to ‘settle a civil dispute’

By HOLLY GASKILL

In an update Thursday evening, the Bluft-
ton Police Department stated that the man
who shot himself and injured another in
downtown Bluffton last week intended to
“settle a civil dispute.”

Law enforcement was initially dispatched
at approximately 7:24 a.m. on Sept. 5 to the
200 block of Washington Street on a report
of a male suspect with shots fired. The sus-
pect, now identified as 38-year-old Kyle
Wyandt of Van Wert, Ohio, was found dead
upon arrival.

The BPD advised that Wyandt had
entered the Washington Street residence
“with the intention of committing multiple
criminal acts” to settle a dispute that report-
edly began in Ohio.

The press release states that Wyandt
knocked on the residence door and, with a
semi-automatic handgun, forced himself past
the man who opened the door to confront a
woman inside. The man who opened the
door called 911 with the help of another indi-
vidual downtown.

Wyandt reportedly struck the woman
with the gun with enough force to break and
dislodge the magazine, leaving just one bul-
let in the chamber. He shot himself, and the
woman fled the residence. The press release
immediately following the incident stated
the woman was transported to the hospital
for non-life-threatening injuries.

The BPD advised that no further informa-
tion about the incident would be released.

holly@news-banner.com

Record-breaking
pies

On Thursday, Helen Witte
sold two pies for a total

of $11,200, bringing her
total money raised for
Ossian Revitalization to
$70,025 since 2009. Sam
Haiflich auctioned the
pies at the annual event.

The first pie sold for a
record-breaking $6,000.
Pictured at left, the win-
ners were, from left to
right, Chad Harris with
F&M Bank, Witte, Perry
Gerber with Les Gerber
Insurance, Casey Rob-
bins with F&M Bank, and
Sam Haiflich with BKM
Real Estate and Auction.
The second pie sold for
$5,200. Part of this group
includes Barkley Builders,
Monte and Bonnie Fisher
with Energy Control, John
and Donna Emshwiller,
the Steffen Group and
the First Bank of Berne.

Pictured bottom left are
additional buyers: from
left to right, Nathan Shel-
ton holding Tucker Shel-
ton, Anna Shelton holding
Truitt Shelton all from
Shelton Financial; Alice
and Phil DiNovo, Witte,
Larry and Mic Heckber,
Sarah Smith and Larry
Smith from Edward
Jones. (Photos by Syd-
ney Kent)
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Still a family business

(Continued from Page 1)
Muncie in their sales depart-
ment. After graduating from
Saint Francis, he became the
finance and insurance man-
ager there before being pro-
moted to general manager.

In 2020, he was given an
opportunity to purchase the
GMC dealership in Rich-
mond.

“My parents worked in a
factory,” he said, “now my
family works together in
the car business.” Their son
Tristen is the finance man-
ager and daughter Shaylah
works in the office in Rich-
mond. “It’s all about hard
work and working hard for
our customers,” he said.

The process of the tran-
sition goes back a full year
when Henchon reached out
to the Hiday family to see
if there was any interest in
selling.

“We’re weren’t for sale,”
Greg Hiday said, “but we
were open to a discussion. It
just kind of went from there.
The better we got to know
Travis and Sandy, the better
we felt about it.”

Larry Hiday, who sold his
first car in 1960, celebrated
his 84th birthday Thursday,
Sept. 12.

“Yes, my age was a fac-
tor in our decision,” he said,
“and we also don’t have any
grandkids interested in the
business.” He can share the
number of changes he has
seen in the industry over
those decades and men-
tioned the challenges being
brought by further changes
in the industry, “but in the
end it was just too good of
an offer to turn down, and
they’re such good people.
It’s the right people to turn
this over to.”

A Pennville native, Larry
Hiday was 20-years-old
and working on the produc-
tion lines at Franklin Elec-
tric when he went to the
Don Kaade Pontiac-Buick-
-Cadillac-GMC dealership
to order his first new car.

Long story short: Kaade
was impressed enough with
the young man to offer him
a job selling cars. Hiday
kept his day job for a while,
working at Kaade’s evenings
and weekends, but was soon
the top salesperson.

In 1971, he decided to
open his own used car store
on North Main Street next
to what was then the Chalet
Real Estate A-frame build-
ing. Just four years later, his
former boss offered him an
opportunity to buy the GM
dealership. With all of his
assets committed to his new
business, the first few weeks
brought some new challeng-
es.

“I took over on a Monday
morning,” he shared. “Mag-
dalene Hogg, my secretary
there — a great gal, she was
with me for years — came
to me Thursday afternoon
and said, ‘Larry, we have
to sell a car or we won’t be
able to make payroll tomor-
row.” So I came in Friday
knowing that and by golly, I
sold a car.”

The next Thursday, Hogg
came to him with the same
news. “And we sold another
car,” he said.

“The third week, I went
in Thursday morning and
asked Magdalene how we’re
doing,” he continued. “She
gave me a thumbs-up and
said “We’re good.””

Sometime in 1984, Hiday
was out on the lot one Satur-
day morning when a repre-
sentative from Chrysler Cor-
poration stopped by.

“He left a form and said
‘If you’re interested in being
a Chrysler dealer, fill this
out and send it in,”” he said.
Monday, he mailed the form
and thus became a Chrysler
dealer.

It was good timing. “It
was the same year Chrys-
ler came out with the mini-
van,” Greg Hiday added.

Hiday Chevrolet had
been located at 633 N. Main
St. in Bluffton since it was
purchased from Kaade, but

Humanitarian award

(Continued from Page 1)

means to be an international and local
humanitarian in some of the truest
sense of the word,” Reynolds said.
Kumfer also serves as the president
of the Ossian Revitalization Commit-
tee, where he spearheaded the fund-
raising drive for the construction of
the amphitheater in Archbold/Wilson

Memorial Park.

He is a past president of the Ossian
Business and Professionals Association
and has been a staple at many Ossian
events. His commitment to youth is
evident in his time spent coaching
T-ball and serving on numerous advi-
sory boards, including those for Nor-
well Agriculture, Lifewise Academy

and Youth for Christ.

In 2023, Kumfer was named Wells
County Citizen of the Year. He was
nominated for that recognition by his
friend and fellow Wells County Cham-
ber of Commerce ambassador Sam Hai-
flich. In his nominating letter, Haiflich
referred to Kumfer as an “unrecognized
hero,” observing that his friend is “qui-
etly and unselfishly making a difference
in this community and beyond.”

“Kody is the best friend, husband
and father of my kids I could ever ask
for,” Ashley Kumfer, Kody’s wife,
wrote. “He loves us all and the Lord

with all his heart.”

The Hiday family gathered in front of the Chevrolet building on
Bluffton’s north side during the process of closing the transac-
tion to sell the businesses to the Henchon family from Win-
chester. “We can’t thank the community enough for their sup-
port over the years,” Larry Hiday said. From left: Greg, Larry,
Sherry, Nedra and Stephanie and Brent Hiday. (Photo by Mark

“Despite his impressive record of
service, what truly sets him apart is
the content of his character,” Reynolds

Miller)

moved into a new build-
ing adjacent to the Chrysler
dealership in 2016.

Three of Larry and
Nedra Hiday’s four chil-
dren joined the business.
While daughter LuAnn
became a nurse, serving for
years on the Lutheran Air
Ambulance staff, daugh-
ter Sherry and sons Brent
and Greg eventually would
assume day-to-day man-
agement. Nedra was also
involved and has filled in
over the years as an inter-
im parts manager, service
manager, warranty clerk
and as an accountant.

“I couldn’t have done it
without her,” Larry added.

“If I may though, I would
really want to thank our

employees and all of the
loyal customers — the peo-
ple who have stayed with us
through the years. Without
them, we would have noth-
ing,” he continued. “I was
always blessed with having
the best group of employees
you could hope for, and still
do.”

Although he has been
retired from day-to-day
duties for several years, he
has spent some time each
day whenever he and Nedra
were in town, something
he intends to keep doing
despite no longer being “the
boss.”

“Yes, I'll be here, so
don’t be surprised to see me
wandering around,” he said.

miller@news-banner.com

ity, dedication, and integrity. He never
seeks the spotlight but consistently
works to make Ossian and Wells Coun-
ty a better place for everyone. Whether
he’s lending his leadership to a com-
munity board or serving pork chops
here tonight. He is a true example of
selfless service.”

Kumfer humbly accepted the award
with a final message for the audience
— more pork chops are available to
purchase if anyone is hungry.

“Nothing I do would be possible
without the support of my wife, Ash-

ley,” Kumfer said after the event. “And

concluded. “He serves with humil-

my loving kids. They are the ones that
sacrifice when I am gone. I am thank-
ful for them.”

sydney@news-banner.com

Boeing factory workers vote whether to
strike and shut down aircraft production

By DAVID KOENIG
and MANUEL VALDES
Associated Press

SEATTLE (AP) — Boe-
ing waited to learn Thurs-
day whether 33,000 aircraft
assembly workers, most of
them in the Seattle area, will
go on strike and shut down
production of the company’s
best-selling planes.

Members of the Inter-
national Association of
Machinists and Aerospace
Workers were voting on
whether to approve a con-
tract offer that includes 25%
pay raises over four years.
If the factory workers reject
the contract and two-thirds
of them vote to strike, a
work stoppage would begin
Friday at 12:01 a.m. PDT.

A walkout would not
cause flight cancellations or
directly affect airline pas-
sengers, but it would be
another blow to Boeing’s
reputation and finances in
a year marked by problems
in its airplane, defense and
space operations.

New CEO Kelly Ort-
berg made a last-ditch effort
to avert a strike, telling
machinists Wednesday that
“no one wins” in a walkout.

“For Boeing, it is no
secret that our business is
in a difficult period, in part
due to our own mistakes in
the past,” he said. “Work-
ing together, I know that we
can get back on track, but a

strike would put our shared
recovery in jeopardy, further
eroding trust with our cus-
tomers and hurting our abil-
ity to determine our future
together.”

Many union members
have posted complaints
about the deal all week on
social media. On Thursday,
several dozen blew whistles,
banged drums and held up
signs calling for a strike as
they marched to a union
hall near Boeing’s 737 Max
plant in Renton, Washing-
ton.

“As you can see, the soli-
darity is here,” said Chase
Sparkman, a quality-assur-
ance worker. “I’m expect-
ing my union brothers and
sisters to stand shoulder to
shoulder, arm in arm, and
let our company know that,
hey, we deserve more.”

The machinists make
$75,608 per year on aver-
age, not counting over-
time, and that would rise to
$106,350 at the end of the
four-year contract, accord-
ing to Boeing.

However, the deal fell
short of the union’s ini-
tial demand for pay raises
of 40% over three years.
The union also wanted to
restore traditional pensions
that were axed a decade ago
but settled for an increase
in Boeing contributions to
employee’s 401(k) retire-
ment accounts.

Although the bargaining
committee that negotiated
the contract recommended
ratification, IAM District
751 President Jon Holden
predicted earlier this week
that workers would vote to
strike. .

Boeing worker Adam
Vogel called the 25% raise
“a load of crap. We haven’t
had a raise in 16 years.”

Broderick Conway,
another quality-assurance
worker and 16-year Boeing
employee, said the company
can afford more.

“A lot of the members
are pretty upset about our
first offer. We’re hoping
that the second offer is what
we’re looking for,” he said.
“If not ... we’re going to
keep striking and stand up
for ourselves.”

The head of Boeing’s
commercial-airplanes busi-
ness, Stephanie Pope, tried
earlier this week to discour-

age workers from thinking a
strike would result in a bet-
ter offer.

“We bargained in abso-
lute good faith with the IAM
team that represents you and
your interests,” she said.
“Let me be clear: We did not
hold back with an eye on a
second vote.”

Voting began at 5 a.m.
local time at union halls in
Washington state, Portland,
Oregon, and a smattering of
other locations. The union
planned to announce the
results Thursday night.

A strike would stop pro-
duction of the 737 Max,
the company’s best-selling
airliner, along with the 777
or “triple-seven” jet and the
767 cargo plane at facto-
ries in Everett and Renton,
Washington, near Seattle. It
likely would not affect Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliners, which
are built by nonunion work-
ers in South Carolina.

Thank You for Voting Us
b[stin¥BestiblaceltoyBuyIViatiresses!]
Hours: Monday - Friday 10-6 - Saturday 10-3

915 N. Main St., Ste. D « Bluffton
260.353.1099 - themandfstore.com THE MATTRESS + FURNITURE STORE

MF

PASIQUsAbou O g

- m
DIET, REGIINERS
(GHAIRS;

catnannarf—
cathapperys

Home'wsStretch

10in Stock

JAdjustable
g

THERAPEDIC

LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Friday, September 13, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:03 p.m. Thursday)
High: 89; Low: 57; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.09
feet at 7:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 84. Southeast wind
5 to 15 mph.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 59. East
wind 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 88. East wind
5 to 10 mph.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 62.
East wind around 5 mph.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 87.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 61.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 85.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 60.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 85.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 61.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 85.

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 60.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 85.

Blinken wraps up
Ukraine-focused
Europe trip in Poland

WARSAW (AP) — U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken wrapped up a three-nation, Ukraine-focused Euro-
pean tour in Poland on Thursday after hearing repeated
appeals from Ukrainian officials to use Western-supplied
weaponry for long-range strikes inside Russia.

Blinken traveled to Warsaw after spending a day in Kyiv
with British Foreign Secretary David Lammy during which
they pledged to bring the Ukrainian requests to their leaders.

U.S. President Joe Biden and British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer are to meet in the United States on Friday amid
signs both Washington and London are growing more recep-
tive to allowing the Ukrainians to use their arms to hit tar-
gets farther inside Russia than previously okayed.

“As what Russia’s doing has changed, as the battlefield
has changed, we’ve adapted,” Blinken said at a news con-
ference in Warsaw.

Biden has allowed Ukraine to fire U.S.-provided missiles
across the border into Russia in self-defense, but has largely
limited the distance they can be fired.

Just last week Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin met with
Ukraine president Volodymyr Zelenskyy and pushed back
on the long-range ask, noting that Ukraine has already been
able to strike inside Russia with its own internally produced
systems including drones.

One of the key requests from Kyiv is to strike with U.S .-
produced Army Tactical Missile Systems, or ATACMS. The
Pentagon has noted they wouldn’t be the answer to the main
threat Ukraine faces from long-range Russian fired glide
bombs, which are being fired from more than 300 kilo-
meters away, beyond the ATACMS reach, said Pentagon
spokesman Lt. Col. Charlie Dietz.

In addition, the U.S. supply of ATACMS missiles, which
can cost up to $1.5 million each depending on the variant,
are “finite,” Dietz said. “We need to be judicious about
where and when they are deployed.”

At Ramstein Air Base last week Austin said the argu-
ments the Ukrainians have used for long range strikes are
like the discussions the U.S. had with Ukraine over Abrams
tanks. While those systems were ultimately provided, they
are currently not being used.

“I don’t believe one specific capability will be decisive,
and I stand by that comment,” Austin said in Germany.

At the Pentagon Thursday, press secretary Maj. Gen. Pat
Ryder would not say if Austin’s views had changed since
last week.

“As of right now, the policy has not changed. I'll just
leave it there,” Ryder said.

In Warsaw, Blinken said, “One of the purposes of my
visit to Kyiv yesterday was to hear from our Ukrainian part-
ners what they believe they need now to deal with the cur-
rent battlefield, including in eastern Ukraine and other parts
of the country”

“I can tell you that as we go forward we will do exactly
what we have already done, which is we will adjust as nec-
essary ... in order to defend against Russian aggression,”
Blinken said.

He delivered a similar message in Kyiv a day earlier. In
both cases, the language was similar to that which he used in
May, shortly before the U.S. green-lit Ukrainian use of U.S.
weapons just inside Russian territory.

The diplomatic visit unfolded as Russia’s bigger and bet-
ter-equipped army bears down on Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk
region and conducts aerial attacks on cities across the coun-
try using missiles, glide bombs and drones that claim many
civilian casualties.
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—OBITUARIES
Mary Louise Cruice, 96

Beloved daughter of Robert Sr. and Anita B. Cruice,
Mary Louise was born Dec. 27, 1927. She passed away
Sept. 8, 2024.

She was preceded in death by her sister, Patricia C.
Bernal, and brothers, Robert Jr., Donald and Gerard Sr.
Cruice.

She is survived by sister-in-law and numerous nieces,
nephews and cousins. A native of Algiers and a long
resident of Mandeville, Louisiana. Ms. Mary Lou was a
retired teacher. All services are being held privately.

Arrangements by Bagnell and Son Funeral Home,
Covington, Louisiana. To view and share the guestbook
please visit www.Bagnellfuneralnome.com

Myrna Carnes McDaniel, 78

Myrna Carnes McDaniel, 78, of Morristown, Tennes-
see, passed away after a brief illness on Sept. 10, 2024.

She was born in Bluffton and resided in southern
Wells County, graduating from Chester Center High
School in 1964.

She is survived by nieces Kim (Doug) Anderson, Lisa
Copeland and Kelly Carnes, all of Bluffton, as well as a
lifelong friend, Ann Wheeler of Keystone.

Funeral services will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Monday,
Sept. 16, 2024 at Farrar Funeral Home in Jefferson City,
Tennessee.

Richard Frederick, 87

Richard E. Frederick “Dick”, 87, passed away on Sept.
11, 2024. Dick was born on Nov. 27, 1936 to Raymond
and Mina Frederick.

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Delores “Dee”
Frederick, children, Patsy (Gary) Hoobler and Sheryl
(Steve) Cline, six grandchildren, seven great-grandchil-
dren, sister, Karen Sue (Susie) Laugle, and many beloved
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, four sib-
lings and their spouses, Marilyn (Chuck) Hare, Janet
(Ferd) Meehan, Bud (Elaine) Fredericks and Margie (Bud)
McBride of Markle, and four nieces.

Friends and family may gather from 4-8 p.m. on Sept.
15, 2024, at 801 Huntington Ave. in Warren. A funeral
service will be held at 11:30 a.m. Sept. 16, 2024 with
visitation one hour prior. Burial will follow in Spring Hill
Cemetery located on the Heritage Pointe campus.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Glancy-H.
Brown & Son Funeral Home in Warren, Indiana.

Ossian Days begin

Above, the Ossian Revitalization Committee recognized Roembke
Mfg. & Design, Inc. as the Ossian Business of the Year on Thurs-
day evening. The business began with the owners, two employees
and a 2,500 square foot family-owned building. Today, the family
has grown to employ over 50 people in a state-of-the-art 62,000
square foot facility. Greg Roembke (left) now runs the business that
his father, John Roembke (right) and mother Betty began in 1977.

Pictured at left, Eli Beer excitedly waits for kids to enjoy a game.
Beer was spotted making children laugh and smile as they walked
by. (Photos by Sydney Kent)

More than 70K Hoosier
Medicare enrollees will
save on prescriptions

By WHITNEY DOWNARD, Indiana Capital Chronicle

Older Hoosiers with costly prescriptions may see some
relief at the pharmacy next year following a new spending
cap for Medicare beneficiaries. The average American who
qualifies could save as much as $1,500 in out-of-pocket
drug expenses, according to an analysis from AARP.

“In combination with other provisions in the 2022 drug
law that will address high prescription drug prices and relat-
ed costs, this change will help ensure that more Medicare
beneficiaries’ have affordable access to the prescription
drugs they need,” the August report concluded.

Nearly 56 million Americans receive their prescription
drug coverage from Medicare Part D, including 1.1 million
Hoosiers. Under the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act, out-of-
pocket spending for the program’s enrollees is capped at
$2,000 annually, starting in 2025.

Previously, costs for seniors could exceed $10,000 per
year, especially for cancer treatment drugs, according to
an analysis from KFF. Part D’s original design required
Medicare beneficiaries to pay 5% of their prescription drug
costs with no limit. The AARP, which advocates on behalf
of older Americans, said that millions of seniors resorted to
“cost-coping strategies, such as not filling a prescription or
skipping doses to save money”’ and offset rising drug costs.

In order to determine how much the average American
might save under the new cap, AARP commissioned con-
sulting firm Avalere to provide an analysis. The final report
excludes the “Extra Help” program for those Part D enroll-
ees who receive a low-income subsidy to further reduce
costs.

Prior to the change, championed by President Joe Biden
and supported by AARP, the average program user could
expect to spend $2,600 in out-of-pocket expenses in 2025.
Following the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act, which
also includes the $35 per month insulin cap, that anticipated
spending fell to $1,100 for the average enrollee.

The number of Americans — and Hoosiers — benefit-
ting from the cap will increase between 2025 and 2029, the
Avalere analysis concluded, though not every one of the 56
million Americans utilizing Medicare Part D will hit $2,000
in out-of-pocket drug costs.

Roughly 3.2 million enrollees will benefit from the cap in
2025 compared to 4.1 million beneficiaries in 2029 — all of
whom fall under the “catastrophic coverage phase” of Medi-
care Part D. In Indiana, an estimated 70,600 Hoosiers will
see a benefit from the program in the first year, growing to
nearly 91,000 by 2029.

INCIDENTS

City:

Wednesday, 2:27 p.m.,
700 block of South Johnson
Street. Report of harassing
messages.

Wednesday, 3:15 p.m.,
1169 N Main St. Vehicle
struck parked vehicle.

Wednesday, 5:37 p.m.,
1500 block of Greenfield
Lane. Debit card and tablet
reported stolen.

Wednesday, 6:33 p.m.,
Bluffton Woods. Vehicle
reported stolen.

Wednesday, 8:23 p.m.,
450 E and Elm Grove Road.
Caller reported vehicle
swerving in its lane. Driver
detained for operating while
intoxicated.

Police Notebook

Wednesday, 9 p.m., 407
N Main St. Driver detained,
suspected of driving under
the influence.

Wednesday, 9:40 p.m.,
KOA Campground. Semi
truck backed into speed limit
sign.

Wednesday, 10:02 p.m.,
600 block of Beth Avenue.
Report of threatening mes-
sages.

ACCIDENTS

City:

Sunday, 1:25 a.m., S.R.
1. Officer responded to an
area for debris in the road-
way, and found apparent
evidence that a vehicle had
hit two median signs south
of the intersection. The
driver, Alexander D. Lobo,

22, Bluffton, reported the
incident in his Ram 1500
on Tuesday. He said he had
been drinking, which is why
hadn’t reported the incident
earlier and left the scene.
Damage did not exceed
$25,000. Lobo cited for
9-26-1-1.1(A)(1), 9-21-8-
2(A)

Tuesday, 5:26 p.m., S.R.
1 at Water Street. Dakota R.
Flowers, 26, Bluffton, was
driving a 2016 Ram 2500
pick-up truck northbound on
S.R. 1 when the vehicles in
front had suddenly hit their
breaks and Flowers reported-
ly could not avoid rear-end-
ing a 2013 Dodge Avenger
driven by Quinton Stacy,
20, Bluffton. Stacy said the

vehicle in front of him had
also stopped suddenly. Dam-
age did not exceed $2,500.

Wednesday, 5:21 p.m.,
Stogdill Road at River Road.
Elizabeth West, 26, Bluff-
ton, stopped her 2016 GMC
Acadia SUV at the intersec-
tion, waiting for a 2022 Kia
Telluride driven by Laura
E. Thomas, 39, Bluffton, to
turn ahead of her. West said
she was looking left at possi-
ble coming traffic and rolled
forward bumping the rear of
the Telluride. Damage did
not exceed $2,500.

FIRES

Thursday, 3:21 p.m.,
2671E 900S, Keystone. Tree
reported burning in back of

property.

Rokita pushes local law enforcement to
implement ‘zero-tolerance’” antisemitism policies

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A new program spear-
headed by Indiana Attor-
ney General Todd Rokita
seeks to train up the state’s
law enforcement officials
to “combat antisemitism”
and implement ““zero-toler-
ance” policies that ensure
Jewish Hoosiers are pro-
tected.

Staff at the attorney gen-
eral’s office said the train-
ing — set for Sept. 20 —
is scheduled early in the
new academic year as law
enforcement, universities
and students “prepare for
continuation of the protests”
and “antisemitic acts we
witnessed during the spring
semester.”

“Antisemitism is on the
rise across America. We
are seeing it with riots at
college campuses, protests
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in our streets, and threats
against our Jewish friends
and neighbors,” an office
spokesperson told the Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle in a
statement. “Because of this,
our office is leading the
effort to combat this disturb-
ing behavior by providing
important legal education
and law enforcement train-
ing.”

The training comes on
the heels of a letter sent
by Rokita to Hoosier law
enforcement in August
about the “dramatic rise in
antisemitic activity across
the United States and in
Indiana” since the Oct. 7
attack on Israel by terrorist
organization Hamas.

The Republican attorney
general called on local pros-
ecutors and police to crack
down on antisemitic acts,
and refer to the International

Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance’s working defini-
tion of antisemitism “as a
formal guide to determine
when a crime motivated

by antisemitism occurs.”
Rokita said, too, he wants an
increased law enforcement
presence at Jewish institu-
tions.
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Russia gets Iranian
ballistic missles

If you want another example of vanishing U.S. de-
terrence (see nearby), consider the Biden Administra-
tion’s failure to stop Iran from providing Russia with
ballistic missiles.

Citing unidentified U.S. and European officials,
the Journal reports that a recent arms shipment from
Tehran to Moscow included hundreds of short-range
ballistic missiles. Iranian lawmaker Ahmad Bakh-
shayesh Ardestani this week described how “one part
of the barter” with Russia “includes sending missiles”
in exchange for food exports and help with sanctions
evasion.

The authoritarian axis now flaunts how it ignores
U.S. warnings. Last month State Department deputy
spokesman Vedant Patel said such a missile shipment
would “represent a dramatic escalation in Iran’s sup-
port for Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine.”
The U.S. and its G-7 and NATO partners “are prepared
to deliver a swift and severe response if Iran were to
move forward with the transfer of ballistic missiles,”
he added.

Swift and severe, you say? We’re waiting. In 2022
Iran began providing Russia with Shahed drones, artil-
lery shells and ammunition. In 2023 Iran began build-
ing a drone factory in Russia. Yet that fall the Biden
Administration allowed United Nations restrictions on
Iran’s missile program to lapse.

Ukraine relies on U.S. Patriot defense batteries to
counter ballistic missiles. Iran’s shipment to Russia
will further strain its scarce air defenses as Russia con-
tinues to attack civilians and energy infrastructure.

Meanwhile, Tehran is learning from Moscow’s
military experience, and its complex April 13 drone
and missile attack against Israel was “remarkably simi-
lar to Russian-perpetrated attacks on Ukraine,” Dana
Stroul of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy
told U.S. lawmakers this year.

In exchange for ballistic missiles, Russia “agreed to
supply Iran with its advanced Su-35 fighter jets, attack
helicopters, and training aircraft,” Gen. Erik Kurilla of
U.S. Central Command said in March.

The strategic perversity here is that the Biden Ad-
ministration’s refusal to enforce sanctions on Iranian
oil sales has enriched the regime so it can afford to
build more missiles. It then supplies those missiles to
Russia, which uses them to bombard Ukraine, which
the U.S. is supplying with defenses against those mis-
siles. Wouldn’t it make sense to stop enriching Iran in
the first place?
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You probably don’t want to ask how
we can balance our federal budget

One glaring omission from both the Democratic
and Republican platforms are substantive proposals
to curb the deficit. To be fair, both platforms hint at
the issue, but neither deals honestly with the chal-
lenge before us. The clear reason is that honesty is
probably electoral disaster for either party. For that,
we must blame ourselves.

It is too early to know if compromise will happen
after the next election, or if we’ll have to wait until
things worsen enough to force compromise. Until
then, its best to think about the
magnitude of the problem, and
what types of policies might be
a basis for a budget solution.

First, the current debt is not
at crisis level, but our debt-to-
GDP ratio is now high enough
that it threatens long-term
increases to our borrowing costs. It is akin to pay-
ing more of our monthly credit card bill in interest
than on things we might wish to buy, like national
defense, public health or infrastructure.

Right now, the federal government is spending
about 23.3% of our GDP, while collecting about
19.4% of GDP in tax revenue. That gap is about
$6.5 trillion dollars, or roughly $19,350 per citi-
zen. It seems like we could easily cut spending —
until you understand what we are spending money
on.
We spend 28% on Medicaid and Medicare,
25.3% on Social Security and a further 22.2% on
national defense, including veteran benefits. Those
three things sum to 74.5% of our federal budget,
but our annual deficit last year was close to 74.3%.

So, without cutting Medicaid, Medicare, Social
Security or defense, we’d need to cut everything
else and still would not balance the budget. But
what would such a drastic step really mean?

Even if we stopped maintaining federal roads,
closed all federal parks, cut all science funding,
housing, education and agriculture subsidies, closed
the FAA and fired air traffic controllers, ended pen-
sions for all retired federal employees, abolished
NASA, and stopped all border enforcement, we still
couldn’t balance the budget.

It is clear to most adults that nothing like that is
going to happen. There aren’t votes to fire air traffic
controllers, cut farm subsidies or let the interstate
road system disappear. There aren’t places within
the federal budget to make big enough cuts to close
the annual deficit without deep cuts to defense,
Medicaid and Medicare, or Social Security.

It is necessary to point out that we are spending
less of our GDP on national defense — including
aid to allies, like Ukraine — than at any time since
the end of World War II. The “fat” in the federal
budget is in the form of Medicaid, Medicare and
especially Social Security. Any fix involves these
programs and higher taxes.

Social Security has always been an intergenera-
tional transfer from working adults to retired adults.
This works fine if there is steady population growth
of younger people relative to older people. But a
large baby boom and longer life expectancy means
the program collects too little money in payroll
taxes. Medicare is much the same.

There are several ways to deal with these prob-
lems. The first is to boost payroll taxes by a percent
or two. The second would be to make income taxes
more progressive for Social Security recipients,
exposing more affluent ones with higher taxes.
Finally, we could collect Social Security and Medi-

‘Hoosier
Opinions

care taxes on all income, not just the first
$168.,600 as we currently do.

None of these are ideal policies. All
have costs and benefits, as well as win-
ners and losers. So, this is an area ripe for
political compromise.

The Medicaid program has more
options. The Affordable Care Act (Obam-
acare) ended up being a large Medicaid
expansion with protections for pre-
existing conditions. So, it was
neither as great as supporters
claim, nor as damaging as its
enemies contend. However,
it could be modified in ways to signifi-
cantly improve the federal budget.

Medicaid could have an expanded co-
pay system, like Indiana’s HIP 2.0. Also,
the federal government could tax nonprofit hospitals
for windfall profits.

The biggest savings in Medicaid would come
from treating all states the same and ending the
practice of rich states subsidizing poor states. Cur-
rently, individual states pay between 38.9% and
14.3% of their total Medicaid costs. The federal
government picks up the remainder of the bill. Part
of this huge difference is because states may choose
to vary some aspects of their Medicaid offering.
But, most of the difference is simply that Medicaid’s
formula pays more to states that are poorer.

If all states were required to pay the same share
as the highest state share, the total federal cost of
Medicaid would drop by more than $82 billion
a year, or more than 10%. Of course, for many
states, that is an eye-watering budget shock. Just
hitting the national average would cost Indiana
$1.03 billion per year, and matching the highest
state level would cost Hoosier taxpayers $2.75 bil-
lion per year.

It should be obvious why the Medicaid formula
would be a ripe target for congressional compro-
mise, but the real issue runs a bit deeper. Not only
do rich states pay a larger share for Medicaid out of
their own budgets, but also the progressive federal
income tax collects a higher share of earnings from
residents of richer states, like Massachusetts, New
York and Connecticut.

So, rich states get a triple whammy on Medicaid.
Their residents pay a higher federal tax and then get
less back in Medicaid payments. This forces them
to also raise state taxes to provide the same level of
Medicaid to their residents as poor states.

For example, the average Illinois resident pays
$91 more in state taxes each year to fund their
state’s higher share of Medicaid than the average
Hoosier. Tllinois gets back a whopping $680 less per
resident from the federal government for Medicaid
than Indiana, while at the same time, the average
Illinois resident pays $90 more in federal taxes than
the average Hoosier.

Just to further complicate the issue, 24 of the 25
states with the lowest state share of Medicaid are
firmly Republican, while 21 of the 25 states with the
highest Medicaid share are firmly Democratic. So,

I would expect every budget negotiation to include
equalizing Medicaid payment share across states.

I have no idea where the discussion will end up,
but it will undoubtably be part of negotiations for
the coming years.

Michael Hicks is the George and Frances Ball Distinguished

Professor of Economics and the director of the Center for
Business and Economic Research at Ball State University.

Michael
Hicks
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by Annie Lane G

won'’t stop drinking

him without it tak-
ing a toll on your
mental health. To
gain some clar-
ity and insight, 1
encourage you to
make an appoint-
ment with a thera-
pist who special-
izes in addiction.
You may also

Dear Annie: My husband and I have
been married for 34 years. We have two
grown children, both of whom still live
with us. They work and pay rent toward
our mortgage. I have no problem with
their living at home, and I don’t think
my husband does either. The problem
I have is that both my husband and
my son are alcoholics. They both work
hard, but when they are off, they get
drunk, and my daughter and I have a

(©2024 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

BLONDIE

1 50, HOW DO YOU
LIKE WORKING HERE

IT'S GOT EVERYTHING ! COULD
WANT..A GREAT BOSS, GREAT
BENEFITS, AND [ GET TO BAKE

WELL, MAYBE SOME OVERHEAD
PUNK ROCK MUSIC, BUT THAT'S

hard time dealing with all the issues.
My son is a closet alcoholic. He
stays in his room and drinks, and when
he comes out, he is very talkative and
emotional, and he gets depressed. My
husband can drink beer all day and
spend his day doing yard work. In the

I spend a lot of time with my best
friend, who I’ve known all my life.
Once a year, we go on a small trip. The
problem is my husband makes me feel
guilty and gets angry at me for these
trips. But I just need to get away and
have someone to whom I can vent. It
seems like my husband just expects me
to stay home while he is out doing yard

Dear Between: No and no. It’s up to
your husband and son to get the help
that they both clearly need. Spending
time with your friends outside the house
is a very healthy thing, a way of setting
boundaries. Unfortunately, your hus-
band is rearing against those boundar-
ies. It seems he’s not content to just self-
destruct; he wants to drag you down
with him. If things continue this way,
you may need to consider whether you
can truly live under the same roof as

find solace and
strength in support
groups such as Al-Anon (https://www.
al-anon.org) or SMART Recovery Fam-
ily and Friends (https://www.smartre-
covery.org/family).

Dear Annie: I’ve been in a relation-

reason, I don’t. I think it’s because I'm
38 and have never had a serious rela-
tionship work out in the long term. Call
me crazy, but I just can’t seem to leave.
What advice do you have for me? —
Beleaguered Boyfriend

Dear Beleaguered: You deserve bet-
ter. You owe it to yourself to get out of
that house and out of that relationship.

chance to live the life you’re meant to
live.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology -- featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation -- is available
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more
information. Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Question: When God’s

A bar of raw steel
may be purchased
for a few dollars. But
when that bar of steel
has been thrust into

The wonders of God

the burned-out ashes of
our past — and forge them
into something useful,
even beautiful, for His
purposes.

The Apostle Peter
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afternoon, he takes a nap, and when he ship with “Wanda” for three years, liv- 50, IT'S NOT E
wakes up, he continues to drink. ing with her for eight months. She’s MISSING 5

They both know they need help, but cheated on me many times. When I ANYTHING? 9_'3 :
neither one is making any effort to get found out, we’d already been dating for
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people go through a time
of testing, is it true that
outcomes seem to produce
results that amount to
gold? - TG.

Answer: Job, the Old
Testament saint, consid-

the fires and processed,
when it has been tempered
and forged and made into
tiny watch springs for
expensive watches, that
bar of raw steel is turned
into something worth
thousands of dollars. Fire

wrote concerning tri-
als, “In this you greatly
rejoice, though now for
a little while, if need be,
you have been grieved
by various trials, that the
genuineness of your faith,
being much more precious

©2024 Bil Keane, Inc
Dist. by King Features Synd.
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FX 24 [132(136(148|(3:00) ¥ Live Free or Die ... |¥-%* A Good Day to Die Hard ('13) Bruce Willis. |¥%% The Equalizer 2 ('18) Pedro Pascal, Denzel Washington. ¥ The Equalizer 2 ('18) Pedro Pascal, Denzel Washi H ’
5 1 " Andy Andy Andy Andy Everybody Everybody Everybody Everybody Everybody Everybody Everybody Everybody The King [The King [The King |The King Inverlttor - PlO wialv] 48 :‘reXter”S
TVLAND 5 06/30 Grlfflth Grlfflth anflth Griffith d |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens 31 TU rnlng O|R] 1|0 WOW|
(4:30) ¥k %% Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (2005 Fantasy) Rupert i-*** Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (2001 Children Rupert Grint, Emma ®% %% Harry Potter and the i D|O|E i
e 261421141236/ Grint Emma Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. Chamber of Secrets Daniel Raddliffe. pOInt Elsls|o 49 Neither
3 Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a [Two and a |¥%%* Transformers (2007, Action) Tyrese Gibson, Josh Duhamel, Shia LaBeouf. ®%* The Day After Tomorrow 34 G aWked here _
PARMT 0 2411241\ hoif Men  |Half Men  |Half Men  |Half Men [Half Men [Half Men ('04) Jake Gyllenhaal, Dennis Quaid. at S|A|T|E there
ESPN 31/ 50 140|206 Around (N) [Pardon (L) [SportsCenter (L) (N) College Football UNLV at Kansas From Children's Mercy Park in Kansas City, |SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) D
) Kan. (1) (N 35 Canyon M| 1 D 50 Hosp.
ESPN2 32 | 54 [143[209|Football  [Around (N) [ESPN BET Live (L) (N)  [High School Football Teams TBA (L) (N) NFL Live 30 for 30 The '85 Bears come- Alp olN AlS area
(4:00) Foul Territory Cardinals |Cardinals! |MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Toronto Blue Jays From Rogers Centre in [Cardinals [Football ~ |United Fight UFA 387 - [Warehouse Games X
FsMw |33 418671 Insider  |Pre (L) (N) |Toronto. (L) (N) Post (1) (N) |(N) CFC 18 Praetoris, Part 1 backs HlU 0 LII| 51 Resis-
%% F9 The Fast Saga (2021, Action) Michelle Rodriguez, Jordana SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling Anonym. "Welcome to  |¥% F9 The Fast Saga (2021, Action) Michelle i - 1S R P|A
UsA 34133105242 Brewster, Vin Diesel. (P) Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr... | the Anonymous" Rodriguez, Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel. 37 Wllde S tance
35 | 72 |182|27g] GO1d Rush-Res. "Grand [Gold Rush-Res. "Valley [Gold Rush-Res. Gold Rush-Res. "Dry or [Bering Sea Gold "A | Deadliest Catch Gold Rush-Res. "Dial F [Gold Rush-Res. "Dry or beest Yesterday’s answer 9-13 unit
Disc Canyon Gold Gamble"  |of Riches" "Carolina Gold" Die" (N) Tale of Three Miners" (N) for Freddy" Die"
TLC 36 | 73 [183280|Forbidden Love Forbidden Love 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé "More to Love: Episode 2" (N) 90 Day (N) [Forbidden Love (N) ~ [90 Day  [90 Day Fiancé 2 3 5 6 7 8 10 |11
38| 77 | 120|260/ 420 Aliens "The Alien  |Ancient Aliens "Secrets (Ancient Aliens "The  |Ancient Aliens "The  [Aliens "Resurrecting (:05) Ancient Aliens (:05) Ancient Aliens (:05) Aliens "Resurrecting
HIST Phenomenon" of the Maya" Divine Number" Chosen" Puma Punku" (SF) (N) Puma Punku"
A&E 39 (134/118(265|The First 48 "Snatched" [The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "Little Girl Lost" [Cold Case (N) Tell Me How | Died (N) |(:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48
0 1171851312 % Love on the Slopes (2018, Romance) Thomas |%¥ A Cozy Christmas Inn (2022, Romance) David |%¥ Everything Christmas (2023, Drama) Katherine |Golden Golden Golden Golden
HALL Beaudoin, Elysia Rotaru, Katrina Bowden. 0'Donnell, Vivica A. Fox, Jodie Sweetin. Barrell, Corey Sevier, Cindy Bushy. Girls Girls Girls Girls
(4:35) ¥ The Purge: Anarchy (2014, Action) %% The Forever Purge (2021, Action) Josh (:05) ¥4 The Mummy (1999, Adventure) Rachel Weisz, John Hannah, The Ark "Cycle of
SYFY 411135(122/208) 5 ey Ejogo, Zach Gilford, Frank Grillo. Lucas, Tenoch Huerta Mejia, Ana de la Reguera. (P) [Brendan Fraser. Violence"
8BS 43 [130[139]247|Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [¥%* Independence Day ("96) Bill Pullman, Jeff Goldblum, Will Smith. (:05) ¥* %% Men in Black ("97) Tommy Lee Jones.
(4:30) %% The Day After Tomorrow (2004, ®%*%* Captain America: Civil War (2016, Action) Robert Downey Jr., All Elite Wrestling: Rk Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (2019,
NT 44 (131)138(245 Action) Jake Gyllenhaal, lan Holm, Dennis Quaid.  |Scarlett Johansson, Chris Evans. Ramy (N) Sci-Fi) Mark Hamill, Adam Driver, Carrie Fisher.
(3:30) ¥k % %% The Shining (1980, Horror) Shelley %% %% Jaws (1975, Thriller) Robert Shaw, Richard Dreyfuss, Roy Scheider. |#-% Jaws 2 (1978, Thriller) Lorraine Gary, Murray Hamilton, %% Jaws 3
AMC 4 131125415 a1, Danny Lloyd, Jack Nicholson. Roy Scheider.
oM 47] |107]249/Seinfeld [Seinfeld [The Office [(35) Office [(10) Office [(45) Office [(20) The Office [(55) Office [The Office |The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [South Park [South Park
ARCA Menards Series Watkins Glen From Watkins|NHRA Drag Racing Pep Boys Women's College Volleyball Teams TBA (L) (N) [NHRA Drag Racing Pep Boys NHRA Sportsman
Fs1 48 | 64 150/219) Gl International in Watkins Glen, N.Y. (L) (N) Nationals, Qualifying (N) Nationals, Qualifying Series Indianapolis
WGN 53 307|Vargas Report (L) (N) |The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) |Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) \Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128]260[(4:30) 9-1-1 [9-1-1 Love After "Love Me, Love Me Not" [Love After "Hide & Seek™ (N) [The Braxtons (N) [Wiggin' (N) [Love After Lockup "Hide & Seek”  [Braxtons
FOOD 59 [153[110[231|Diners [Diners [Diners Diners [Diners [Diners Diners [Diners [Diners (N) |Diners [Diners [Diners Diners [Diners [Diners |Diners
BRAVO 60 [140(129(237|(3:30) ¥ John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parab... ¥ %% John Wick ("14) Keanu Reeves. \?-*** John Wick: Chapter 2 ('17) Common, Keanu Reeves.  [¥-%% John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum
NICK 68 170[299|(4:30) ¥ Movie % Movie [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends
DISN 69 | 30 |172|290|Jessie Jessie Raven Raven Jessie Jessie ®x %% Incredibles 2 ('18) Craig T. Nelson. Disney's |Raven Raven \Just Roll [FamJam |Jessie
FREEFORM | 70 | 32 180|311 Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy |[Family Guy|Family Guy|Family Guy [The 700 Club Ibe Ibe
301 300(501/ %) ¥ % The Lord of the Rings: The Return |(:10) Chimp Crazy (:15) ¥% % The Watchers (2024, Horror) Georgina [Real Time With Bill My Brilliant Friend Real Time With Bill
HBO of the King ('03) lan McKellen, Elijah Wood. "Fantasy Island" Campbell, Oliver Finnegan, Dakota Fanning. Mabher (L) (N) Maher
(4:50) ¥ Hitman: Agent 47 ('15) (:25) ¥ |, Frankenstein ('14) Bill %% After Earth ("13) Will Smith, (:40) ¥%% The A-Team (2010, Action) Bradley (:40) ¥4k * The Art of Self-Defense
MAX 325 310/515) yannah Ware, Rupert Friend. Nighy, Miranda Otto, Aaron Eckhart.  |Sophie Okonedo, Jaden Smith. Cooper, Jessica Biel, Liam Neeson. ('19) Jesse Eisenberg.
351851318 (3:00) ¥ (:50) ¥k % Dreamgirls (2006, Musical) Beyoncé, Eddie % Breathe ("24) Milla Jovovich, (:35) % Parallel ('24) Edwin Hodge, (:05) ¥%* Don't Worry Darling (2022, Thriller)
PARSHO 51(851|318/545 Murphy, Jamie Foxx. Quvenzhané Wallis, Jennifer Hudson.  |Danielle Deadwyler, Aldis Hodge. Harry Styles, Chris Pine, Florence Pugh.
7 (4:30) ¥ Mistl (:05) %% Love the Coopers (2015, Comedy Drama) | ¥ Black Christmas ('06) Mary (:35) % Vindicta ('23) Jeremy Piven,  |(:05) ¥%%% American History X (1998, Drama)
™C 375/859(327|553 Ranch Mercy Cornwall. |John Goodman, Ed Helms, Alan Arkin. Elizabeth Winstead, Katie Cassidy. Sean Astin, Elena Kampouris. Edward Furlong, Fairuza Balk, Edward Norton.
M - Mediacom A -Adamswells D1-Dish D2
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Knights top Tigers, Patriots
in girls’ golf in preparation
for the conference meet

Norwell took the girls’ golf match over
county rival Bluffton and Heritage at Tim-
ber Ridge on Thursday.

The Knights shot a 177, the Tigers 193
and the Patriots 229.

The medalist was Norwell’s Ellie Gat-
ton, followed by Savanna Simerman (42),
Emma Burnau and Jessica Bynum (47) and
Jordyn Schroyer (50).

The Tigers’ top golfer was Emma
Schwartz with a 45, followed by Piper Mor-
gan and Addison Kauffman (49), Eve Cork-
well (50) and Tressa Renner (52).

The Knights also won the junior varsity
match, shooting a 233 to the Tigers’ 235 and
Patriots 242.

Kylee Nevius was the medalist at 49,
followed by Jacquelyn Mayer (54), Emma
Miller (62) and Maddie Dean (68).

For the Tigers, it was Aleeah Grover with
a 53, Isabella Stout (58), SyAnnah Jordan-
Turner (59), Rylee Todd (65) and Madelyn
Funk (67).

It was senior recognition night for Bluft-

ton, who has two on the team with Renner
and Stout.

The match comes on the brink of the
NES8 and ACAC meets. Both will be played
at Cross Creek with times yet to be deter-
mined. Coaches will know by Friday when
tee times will be.

The Knights are seeking a strong show-
ing after a solid dual-match season, but have
and NES8 regular season champion state-
ranked DeKalbahead of them.

The Tigers are looking for a back-to-
back title campaign in the ACAC, however,
the 2022 champs Southern Wells has made
a name for itself with an 11-1 dual-match
record and recent win over Bluffton at Dog-
wood Glen.

An important note for the ACAC is that
the conference meet has been moved from
its usual location at Celina Linx in Ohio.
Coaches have wanted out of that site and
have a closer-by, neutral site. Cross Creek
meets that criteria as none of the seven
schools call that course home.

Sports Roundup

Raiders keep winning in
girls’ golf, defeat Cavaliers

Southern Wells won the girls’ golf match
on the road at Canterbury on. Thursday.

The Raiders shot a 206 compared to
the Cavailers’ 246. With the win, Southern
Wells is now 11-1 in dual matches this sea-
son.

Kolbie Beavans was the medalist at 49,
followed by Callie Ripperger (51), Sophie
Meeks (52) and Erika Beavans (54).

Southern Wells will be at the ACAC
meet at Cross Creek Golf Course with a
time to be determined.

Tigers get 1st ACAC boys’

tennis win, top Patriots

Bluffton got the first step in an ACAC
boys’ tennis three-peat on Thursday.

The Tigers defeated Jay County on the
road 4-1 in hopes to win another conference
championship this year. This was the first
of three conference games.

The Tigers are now 7-2 on the season.

Individual results:

¢ Eli Dirksen (JC) defeated Nolan Lam-
bert 6-2, 6-2 at No. 1 singles.

e Anthony Hartman (B) defeated Tucker
Griffin 6-1, 6-1 at No. 2 singles.

e Jacob Ribich (B) defeated Gabe
Pinkerton 6-4, 6-2 at No. 3 singles.

e Ben Maggard and Coy Lantz (B)
defeated Alex Miller and Kayden Carpenter
6-2,6-1 at No. 1 doubles.

e Kade Abbett and Dane Schlagenhauf
(B) defeated Carter Wellman and Jacob
Monroe 6-1. 6-1 at No. 2 doubles.

Bluffton also won the junior varsity
match 6-1.

Results for JV:

e Carter Williams (B) defeated Carson
Westerdes 8-3.

 Carson Westerdes (JC) defeated Kenny
Mercer 8-4.

e Lance Moser and Jackson Meyer (B)
defeated Trap Lex and Kayson Sims 8-1.

e Grant Reifsteck and Jared Moser (B)
defeated Trap Lex and Kayson Sims 8-1.

e Jace Draper and Carter Lehman (B)
defeated Charles Wellman and Joseph
Nichols 8-4.

e Braden Lemler and Chase Houser
(B) defeated Charles Wellman and Joseph
Nichols 8-0.

Bluffton will be at the Madison-Grant
Invitational at 9 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 14.

Knights earn NE8 win
over Braves in boys’ tennis

Norwell notched an NE8 Conference
win at Bellmont in boys’ tennis on Thurs-
day.

The Knights won by a sweeping score of
5-0. They’re now 6-4 on the year.

Individual results:

* Gavin Reynolds defeated Hayden Huss
6-2,6-2 at No. 1 singles.

* Braylon Troutt defeated Layne Lemas-
ter 6-4, 6-1 at No. 2 singles.

e Landon Diver defeated Larry Knous
6-2, 6-3 at No. 3 singles.

 Eddie Archbold and Ayden Quintanilla
defeated James Miller and Kaden Ramsey
6-1, 6-4 at No. 1 doubles.

e Rylan Heyerly and Dylan Randol
defeated Ben Mendoza and Raider Knittle
6-2,6-1 at No. 2 doubles.

Norwell also won the junior varsity
match 2-0

Results for JV:

* Ryan Ewing defeated Kasey Teeter 8-2.

* Greyson Chavis defeated Connor Solo-
mon 8-4.

Norwell will be at Bluffton for a 4:30
p.m. match Monday, Sept. 16.

Tigers beat Panthers in golf

Bluffton defeated Eastbrook Wednesday
in girls’ golf at Timber Ridge.

The Tigers shot a 195 to the Panthers’
229.

Emma Schwartz was the medalist at a 40
on the back nine.

The junior varsity team was led by a 51
from Isabella Stout and a 53 by Sy’Annha
Jordan-Turner.

Bluffton will be at the ACAC meet at
Cross Creek for a time to be determined.

Norwell sweeps Blackford
in volleyball match

Norwell swept Blackford on the road in
volleyball on Thursday.

The scores were 25-15,25-17 and 25-11.
The Knights are now 8-7 on the season.

Stat leaders: Vanessa Rosswurm 10 kills,
Emma Vachon five aces and 22 assists, lzzy
Anderson three blocks and Rebecca Settle
14 digs.

Norwell also swept the junior varsity
match 2-0 (25-12, 25-15).

Norwell will host Eastbrook at 7 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 16.

Tigers drop in straight sets

to Starfires in ACAC play

Bluffton hosted and fell to South Adams
in ACAC play Thursday night.

The Tigers lost in straight sets by scores
of 25-15, 25-23 and 25-16. With the loss,
they fell to 2-10 (0-2 ACAC) on the season.

Stat leaders: Maryn Schreiber nine kills,
Isla Gibosn 15 assists, Marly Drayer two
aces and 17 digs, and four players with one
block (Konley Ault, Schreiber, Rori Drayer
and Gibson.

The Tigers also fell in the junior var-
sity match 2-0 (25-16, 25-15). Stat leaders:
Ava Trexler three kills, Kenley Smith five
assists and Jaida Mills seven digs.

Bluffton will host Woodlan at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 17.

Norwell shut out by Bishop

Luers in boys’ soccer

Norwell fell 9-0 in boys’ soccer to Bish-
op Luers on the road Thursday night.

The Knights also fell in the junior varsity
match 4-0.

Norwell will host East Noble in confer-
ence play at 6:15 p.m. Monday, Sept. 16.

Pac-12 adds Boise State, Fresno
State, San Diego State, Colorado State

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

After being poached almost into oblivi-
on, the Pac-12 is fighting off extinction by
plucking schools from the Mountain West.

The Pac-12 announced Thursday that it
in 2026 it will add Boise State, Colorado
State, Fresno State and San Diego State
alongside Oregon State and Washington
State in a rebuilt Conference of Champi-
ons.

The additions rob the Mountain West
of four of its more prominent schools and
successful football programs, most notably
Boise State. It still leaves the Pac-12 two
schools short of the eight it needs to have
in place in two years to be recognized as a
conference by the NCAA, so more moves
are expected.

The Pac-12 and the departing schools
will likely be on the hook for about $110
million in exit fees and penalties to the
Mountain West.

It is a remarkable bounce-back move

by a conference left for dead a year ago
when 10 members scattered to competi-
tors across the country after being unable
to secure a lucrative media rights deal that
former Pac-12 schools such as Southern
California, Oregon, Washington, Utah and
Stanford believed would keep them com-
petitive with other leagues.

“For over a century, the Pac-12 Con-
ference has been recognized as a leading
brand in intercollegiate athletics,” Com-
missioner Teresa Gould said in a state-
ment. “We will continue to pursue bold
cutting-edge opportunities for growth and
progress, to best serve our member insti-
tutions and student-athletes. An exciting
new era for the Pac-12 Conference begins
today.”

The Pac-12 said it evaluated potential
new members using five criteria: academ-
ics and athletics performance; media and
brand evaluation; commitment to athletics
success; geography and logistics; culture
and student-athlete welfare.
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Norwell’s Savanna Simerman (left) takes a cut during the match, and Emma Burnau chips

against county rival Bluffton. (Photos by Ryan Walker)
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Bluffton’s Eve Corkwell (left) tees off at Timber Ridge Golf Course while Tressa Renner sizes up
her next shot vs. Norwell on Thursday.

High School Calendar

GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton, Southern Wells at

FRIDAY, SEPT. 13

FOOTBALL: Woodlan at Bluffton, 7 p.m.;
Norwell at Bellmont, 7 p.m.; Southern Wells

at Wes-Del, 7 p.m.
SATURDAY, SEPT. 14

BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Madison Grant

Invitational, 9 a.m.

CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Bluffton, Nor-
well, Southern Wells at Wildcat Invitational, 9

a.m.

Mchen set t

ACAC meet (Cross Creek), 2 p.m.; Norwell at
NE8 meet (Cross Creek), 9 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Southern Wells at Lake-
land Christian, 3:30 p.m.

MONDAY, SEPT. 16

BOYS SOCCER: East Noble at Norwell, 7

favor Lando Notrris
over Oscar Piastri as
F1 title race tightens

BAKU, Azer-
baijan (AP) —
McLaren is set
to favor Lando
Norris over team-
mate Oscar Pias-
tri in the final
eight races of the
Formula 1 sea-
son after Norris’
title chances were
dented by losing
the lead to Piastri
at the previous race in Italy.

Norris goes into this
week’s Azerbaijan Grand
Prix weekend 62 points
behind standings leader
Max Verstappen but with
more momentum. Verstap-
pen is on a run of six races
without a win as the Dutch
driver struggles with a Red
Bull car he’s called a “mon-
ster.”

“We are not classing it
as number one and two and
I don’t think we ever will.
But in terms of our process
there is a bias towards help-
ing me,” Norris said Thurs-
day.

Norris started the last
race in Italy on pole posi-

Lando Norris

tion but was over-
taken by Piastri,
giving Ferrari’s
Charles Leclerc
the opportunity
to get past Nor-
ris for second
place too. Leclerc
ended up winning
the race, with
Piastri second
and Norris third.

There will be
limits to how much Piastri
is expected to help Norris,
who said he didn’t want
to be “given” the title, but
the exact details remain
unclear.

“Second and third (as in
Monza) would probably be
switched around. In gen-
eral he will be helping me
probably for lower posi-
tions. But if he has fought
for a win and is deserving
of a win then he deserves to
win,” Norris said.

p.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Bluffton, 4:30
p-m.
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LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & g
FLOOD LIGHTS

WALKWAY

AREA LIGHTING

INDICATOR
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

(260) 724-2276

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
[re-womm— ¥ block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!” %
260-824-9149

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

ﬂ@% Discontinued

Closeout Tires




SPORTS

FOOTBALL

Thursday, Sept. 12
Buffalo 31, Miami 10
Sunday, Sept. 15
Cleveland at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Dallas, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Seattle at New England, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Detroit, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Cincinnati at Kansas City, 4:25

p.m.
Pittsburgh at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
Chicago at Houston, 8:20 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 16
Atlanta at Philadelphia, 8:15 p.m.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pct GB
x-New York 31 6 .838 —

Classifieds

AUCTIONS
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News-Banner Scoreboard

x-Connecticut 26 10 .722 4%
x-Indiana 19 18 514 12
Chicago 13 23 361 17%
Atlanta 12 24 333 18%
Washington 12 24 333 18%

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L Pct GB
x-Minnesota 27 9 .750 —
x-Las Vegas 23 13 .639 4
x-Seattle 22 14 6N 5
x-Phoenix 17 19 472 10
Dallas 9 28 243 18%
LosAngeles 7 30 .189 20%

x-clinched playoff spot
Wednesday’s Games
Las Vegas 86, Indiana 75
Washington 89, Chicago 58
Seattle 90, Los Angeles 82
Thursday’s Games
New York 99, Dallas 67
Friday’s Games
Chicago at Minnesota, 7:30 p.m.
Las Vegas at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Seattle at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Connecticut at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku

6|9 1

8

7135

(o

(@)

N

v

1

2

©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty: % Y% %

Lottery Numbers

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 02-03-16-36-
40

Cash4Life — 13-45-46-
53-57, Cash Ball: 03

Quick Draw Midday —
10-12-13-14-18-19-25-31-
32-35-40-46-53-57-61-64-
66-69-75-79, BE: 57

Daily Three-Midday —
00-02-06, SB: 02

Daily Three-Evening —
09-02-01, SB: 09

Daily Four-Midday —
09-07-01-00, SB: 02

Daily Four-Evening —
08-09-04-07, SB: 09

Quick Draw Evening
— 05-13-23-27-28-31-37-
40-42-44-47-50-52-60-63-
64-65-67-79-80, BE: 44

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $21.4 million

MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for
Friday): $20 million

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Saturday): $152 million

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

% Alip & Save
&y

FRIDAY, SEPT. 13, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 14,
9 am. to 1 p.m., 2730 E 1050
N, Ossian. Tables, chairs, so-
fa, misc.

HUGE END OF season
garage sale Sept. 13 & 14, 8-
4, 4900 W 200 S, Liberty Cen-
ter. Chest freezer, furniture, 2
dryers, puzzles, wedding dec-
orations, kids & adult clothes,
toys, new water softener, wick-
er furniture, doors & windows,
exercise equipment & misc.

405 LINNWOOD DR.
BLUFFTON MULTIFAMILY
GARAGE SALE Clothes (most
$1 or less) size 6/7 -16 Boys
and girls, womens clothes,
toys, games, bookshelves,
metal bunkbed, something for
everyone! No reasonable offer
refused! Sep. 13 9:00 AM-5:00
PM, Sep. 14 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
Rain or Shine

3825 E 200 S ARNOLD/AN-
DERSON ANNUAL SALE
Boys Newborn-6M, 4T & 7-10.
Girls 3-4T & 7-10. Womans S
& M also Maternity L.

Home Decor, Entertainment
Center, Wingback Chairs,
Wheelbarrow & Pull behind
Garden wagon Sep. 13 8:00
AM-5:00 PM, Sep. 14 8:00 AM
-12:00 PM Rain or Shine

9/13

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

TOWN OF WARREN, Indi-
ana Hiring Utility Manager.
An application period for the
position of full time Ultility
Manager is now open
through October 15, 2024,
due to retirement. Depart-
ments to oversee include wa-
ter, sewer, electric, parks and
streets. Duties include em-
ployee management, project
planning, maintenance of
positive relationships with the
public, all employees and of-
ficers of the Town, represen-
tation at workshops and
meetings, scheduling of regu-
lar day to day and long term
operations. The position is a
mix of office and field work.
Must hold at least a WT3 or
DSM license, have at least
eight years experience with
managerial a plus. Knowl-
edge of Electric Utility also a
plus. Base pay of $28.50 per
hour adjusted upward based
on experience. Benefit Pack-
age available. For informa-
tion contact Lee Poulson,
Utility Manager, at
260-375-3424 or
utility1@citznet.com or Clerk
Treasurer Marilyn Morrison at
townofwarrenin@gmail.com

at 260-375-2656. Application
form can be found at
warrenindiana.us or by re-
questing through above con-
tacts. Please include resume.

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by
September 13th, 2024.

Receive a free garage
sale kit when placing
a three day
line classified ad.

East Division

W L Pct GB

New York 85 62 .578 —
Baltimore 83 64 .565 2
Boston 74 73 503 1
TampaBay 72 75 .490 13
Toronto 69 78 .469 16

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Cleveland 84 63 .571 —
Kansas City 80 67 .544 4
Minnesota 78 68 .534 5%
Detroit 75 72 510 9
Chicago 33 114 224 51

West Division

Pct GB

Houston 78 68 .534 —
Seattle 74 72 507 4
Texas 70 76 479 8
Oakland 64 83 435 14%
LosAngeles 60 86 .411 18

Wednesday’s Games
Cleveland 6, Chicago White Sox 4
Philadelphia 3, Tampa Bay 2
Detroit 7, Colorado 4
Minnesota 6, L.A. Angels 4
N.Y. Yankees 4, Kansas City 3, 11

innings
Thursday’s Games
Colorado 4, Detroit 2
Houston 6, Oakland 3
Tampa Bay 5, Cleveland 2

Help Wanted

BEST-ONE OF MONROE is
looking for individuals to per-
form tire related services as
AG Tire Technicians. Duties
include, but not limited to,
mounting, balancing, rotating,
and repairing AG Tires. This is
a fast paced, strong customer
service mindset and the ability
to communicate with team
members and customers ef-
fectively is a must. High
School diploma or equivalent;
valid driver's license; frequent
lifting up to 75 pounds. Previ-
ous experience appreciated,
but not required. Please for-
ward resume and/or applica-
tion to HCook@bestoneofmon
roe.com. We are an Equal
Opportunity Affirmative Action
Employer.

ENTRL el

NEED MORE EMPLOYEES?
Place a 20 word, line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner office, (260)
824-0224, 125 N. Johnson St.,
or www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

SERVICES

Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

FREE HIGH SPEED internet
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of
select programs incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE with
one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping & handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-981-
3302 (1)

Public Notices

Public Notice
National Oil & Gas, Inc., 2829
E IN-124 Bluffton, IN 46714 is
submitting a Notice of Intent to the
Indiana Department of Environ-
mental Management of our intent
to comply with the requirements of
Construction Stormwater General
Permit (CSGP) to discharge storm
water from construction activities
associated with Markle LP Tank
located at 5787 W 800 N, Markle,
IN 46770. Runoff from the proj-
ect site will discharge to the Flat
Creek. Questions or comments
should be directed to Ked Kringger
of National Oil & Gas, Inc. at (260)
824-2220.
nb 9/13
hspaxip

STATE OF INDIANA )
SS

)
COUNTY OF WELLS)
IN THE WELLS
CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO.
90C01-2407-MI1-000019
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF:)
Yazmine Jayden Tucker Cruz )
Petitioner )
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

Yazmine Jayden Tucker Cruz,
whose mailing address is: 2677 S
500 W, Liberty Center, IN 46766,
and if different, my residence
address is: in the Wells County,
Indiana, hereby gives notice that
Yazmine Tucker Cruz has filed a
petition in the Wells Circuit Court
requesting that her name be
changed to Yazmine Tucker.

Notice is further given that the
hearing will be held on said Peti-
tion on SEPTEMBER 16, 2024, at
10:00 a.m.

Yazmine Tucker Cruz
Petitioner
07/25/2024
Date
Kenton W. Kiracofe
Judicial Officer

nb 9/7, 9/10, 9/13

hspaxip
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N.Y. Yankees 2, Boston 1 (10) late
Texas at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Baltimore (Eflin 10-8) at Detroit
(TBD), 6:40 p.m.

Kansas City (TBD) at Pittsburgh
(Ortiz 6-5), 6:40 p.m.

Boston (Houck 8-10) at N.Y. Yan-
kees (Schmidt 5-3), 7:05 p.m.

St. Louis (Fedde 8-9) at Toronto
(Gausman 12-11), 7:07 p.m.

Tampa Bay (Littell 6-9) at Cleveland
(Bibee 11-7), 7:10 p.m.

Oakland (Basso 0-0) at Chicago
White Sox (Crochet 6-11), 7:40 p.m.

Cincinnati (Aguiar 1-0) at Minnesota
(Ober 12-6), 8:10 p.m.

Houston (Kikuchi 8-9) at L.A. Angels
(Aldegheri 1-1), 9:38 p.m.

Texas (deGrom 0-0) at Seattle (Han-
cock 3-4), 10:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

East Division
W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 88 58 .603 —
New York 80 66 .548 8
Atlanta 79 67 .541 9
Washington 65 81 .445 23
Miami 55 92 .374 33%

Central Division
Pct GB

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (1)

Milwaukee 83 62 .572 —
Chicago 75 71 514 8%
St. Louis 74 72 507 9%
Cincinnati 71 77 480 13%
Pittsburgh 70 76 479 13%
West Division

W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 87 59 .596 —
Arizona 82 64 .562 5
San Diego 82 65 .558 5%
San Francisco 72 74 .493 15
Colorado 55 92 .374 32%

Wednesday’s Games

Washington 5, Atlanta 1

Detroit 7, Colorado 4

St. Louis 2, Cincinnati 1

San Francisco 13, Milwaukee 2

L.A. Dodgers 10, Chicago Cubs 8

Thursday’s Games

St. Louis 6, Cincinnati 1

Colorado 4, Detroit 2

Miami 6, Washington 3

Milwaukee at San Francisco, late

Friday’s Games

Kansas City (TBD) at Pittsburgh
(Ortiz 6-5), 6:40 p.m.

N.Y. Mets (Quintana 8-9) at Philadel-
phia (Nola 12-7), 6:40 p.m.

Miami (Cabrera 4-6) at Washington
(Herz 3-7), 6:45 p.m.

St. Louis (Fedde 8-9) at Toronto
(Gausman 12-11), 7:07 p.m.

RENTALS

Apartments for Rent

BLUFFTON SENIOR VILLAS
55+ Affordable Apartments
1 & 2 Bedroom Units Available
Call 260-824-5820

VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,

L.A. Dodgers (Knack 2-3) at Atlanta
(Schwellenbach 5-7), 7:20 p.m

Cincinnati (Aguiar 1-0) at Minnesota
(Ober 12-6), 8:10 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Assad 7-5) at Colo-
rado (Gomber 5-10), 8:40 p.m.

Milwaukee (Myers 7-5) at Arizona
(Rodriguez 2-2), 9:40 p.m.

San Diego (Cease 12-11) at San
Francisco (Webb 12-9), 10:15 p.m.

Midwest League

Midwest League Playoff Glance

(x-if necessary)

Division Series

East Division

Lake County 1, Dayton 0

Tuesday, Sept. 10: Lake County 4,
Dayton 3

Thursday, Sept. 12: Lake County 5,
Dayton 4

x-Friday, Sept. 13: Dayton at Lake
County, 6:35 p.m.

West Division

Wisconsin 1, Quad Cities 0

Tuesday, Sept. 10: Wisconsin 1,
Quad Cities 0

Thursday, Sept. 12: Wisconsin 7,
Quad Cities 6

x-Friday, Sept. 13: Quad Cities at
Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.

414 N MERIDIAN ST. PORT-
LAND, IN 47371 3 RING AUC-

TION - SEPT. 14TH -
BRICKER AUCTION HOUSE
Huge 3 ring auction on

September 14th located at the
Bricker Auction House in Port-
land, IN next to Wendy's. Ring
1 is live only @9:00, ring 2 is
simulcast @10:00, ring 3 is
live only at 11:00. Sep. 14 9:00
AM-4:00 PM Rain or Shine

$79,000, 260-307-3225.

QPublic Sale
Calendar

BIDDING ENDS SEPTEMBER 14 - Online
Only Personal Property - Gregory Brandt liv-
ing trust, seller. Horizon 210 Four Winn speed
boat, 2007 Yamaha jet ski, pontoon boat with
trailer, life jackets, towables, Detro dump trailer,
Crown forklift, Cyclone leaf vacuum system,
tools, Craftsman riding lawn mower, furniture,
bikes, household & much more! Sale manager
Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684, Steffen Group
Real Estate & Auctions, steffengrp.com, 260-
426-0633.

BIDDING ENDS SEPTEMBER 15 - (Online
Only Auction) - Private Collector, seller. Out-
standing collection of 2,000-plus comic books,
large assortment of 8-Tracks, cassettes, CD’s
& DVD'’s, Star Wars figures, DJ lighting, vintage
books, dolls, large Nativity set, toys, collectibles.
Pat Carter, sale manager, 260-273-8294, The
Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.

SEPTEMBER 15-22 - 2 p.m. - (Online Only) -
Estate of Jeffrey W. Brown, seller. Collectible
vehicles, (3) 1967 Dodge Darts, 1971 Dodge
Challenger, 1967 Cornet R/T, 1988 Ford Rang-
er, Dune Buggy, Chop Top Baja Beetle, 1991 JD
670 diesel tractor, Allis Chalmers tractor, John
Deere 640 tractor, pull type mower, riding lawn
mowers, Mopar parts, automotive parts, name
brand shop & power tools, air operated tools,
automotive shop supplies, chain saws, assort-
ed hardware, lawn & garden, aluminum fishing
boat, log splitter, antique furniture, collectibles,
Hot Wheels, beer signs, more. Preview Sept. 19
from 3-6 p.m., 7271 N 300 W-90, Markle. Sale
managers Pat Carter, 260-273-8294, Brandon
Steffen, 260-710-5684, The Steffen Group Inc.,
260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 17 - 2-6 p.m. ET - Online -
Greenbush, Inc., farm. Property location: 1231
N 740 E, Marion. 242.9+/- acres, classified for-
est, barns, quality farmland, timber, Van Buren
Twp., Grant Co. Tract 1: 80+/-A, barns. Tract
2: 55.5+/-A. Tract 3: 18.3+/-A. Tract 4: 7.1+/-
A, potential building site, 42'x56’ barn, 30°’x31’
barn. Tract 5: 63+/-A, 55.28+/- classified forest.
Tract 6: 19+/-A, 18.7+/- classified forest. Timber
value appraisal available. Rick Johnloz, 260-
827-8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-0992, Jason
Johnloz, 260-273-9177, Halderman Real Estate
& Farm Management, halderman.com, 800-424-
2324.

SEPTEMBER 22-SEPTEMBER 29 - 2 p.m.
- (Online Only Personal Property Auction) -
The Estate of Elizabeth Ann (Carter) Aeschli-
man, seller. 2004 Lexus 4-door sedan, excep-
tionally clean modern furniture, patio furniture,
collectibles, home interior decor items, various
holiday decorations, household, lawn & garden,
tools, much more. Preview: Sept. 19, 3 p.m. to
6 p.m. and Sept. 26 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 406
Goldenrod Ct., Bluffton, IN. Sale manager Pat
Carter, 260-273-8294, The Steffen Group Inc.,
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 23-SEPTEMBER 30 - (Online
Only) - Various consignors, seller. Firearms
consisting of Springfield, Hopkins & Allen, Colt,
Browning, Stevens, Glock, Winchester. Open
House Sept. 28 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 215 E
Market St, Bluffton, IN. Sale manager, Isaac
Stoller, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006,
www.steffengrp.com.

SEPTEMBER 24 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET - Online -
Don A. Heckber, farm. Property location: 11648
N SR 1 Ossian, IN. 31.63+/-total acres, agricul-
ture prime farmland, 31.5+/- tillable, 0.13+/- non-
tillable, Topography: Level, Zoning: Agricultural,
School District: Norwell Community Schools.
Rick Johnloz, 260 827 8181, rickj@halderman.
com, Jason Johnloz, jasonj@halderman.com,
260-273-9177, Halderman Real Estate & Farm
Management, 800-424-2324, halderman.com.
SEPTEMBER 24 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - Online Only
- The Estate of Jeffrey Brown. Two story coun-
try home situated on 2.41+/- acre lot with 2 out-
buildings totaling 866 SF, Wells County. This
1,876 SF home features 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, large living room, eat-in kitchen, utility
room and 1 car garage. Open houses: Sept. 19
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 7721 N. 300 W. Markle,
IN. Sale managers Brandon Steffen, 260-710-
5684, Pat Carter, 260-273-8294, The Steffen
Group Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 24-OCTOBER 1 - (Online Only)
- Grover, seller. Tractor, mower, tools, wood-
working, primitives. Open House Sept. 28 from
12 p.m. to 2 p.m., 8726 S 600 W-90, Warren, IN.
Sale manager, Isaac Stoller, The Steffen Group
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 25 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - Online
Only - The Estate of Jeffrey Brown. 9.27+/-
acre prime building site in Union Twp., North-
ern Wells County. Property features open land,
wooded acreage, 24'x48’ pole building. Perfect
home site, country estate. “Explore the potential

of this property.” Open houses: Sept. 19 from 3
p.m. to 6 p.m., 1200 N (Scott Street) and Mar-
zane Rd. - TBD, Zanesville, IN. Sale managers
Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684, Pat Carter,
260-273-8294, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
824-3006, steffengrp.com.

SEPTEMBER 28 - 9 a.m. - Charles (Chuck)
Bertsch. 3898 East 400 North, Bluffton. This is
the 3rd and final auction for the Bertsch Estate.
Chuck was an avid collector of engines, motors
and anything electrical. This auction has some
hit and miss engines, over 100 motors, gas
engines (4 hp to 12 hp), Honda 6500 generator,
Aqua Blast hot water pressure washer, brass
bell, Maytag motors, lots of lawn mower parts,
scrap iron, Hammer drill, welder, anvil and lots
more. Preview Sept. 27, 4-6 p.m. Miz Lehman
Realtors/Auctioneers, 260-589-2903, www.
mizlehman.com.

BIDDING NOW OPEN & STARTS CLOSING
SEPTEMBER 29 - 6 p.m. EST - Max & Vivian
Minnich, owners. Online only real estate auc-
tion! Five bedroom, 1 full bath, 2,178 sq. feet
home, hardwood floors throughout, full base-
ment, 2 car detached garage, 20'x42’ pole barn,
2.055 acres, Marion Township, Allen County,
Indiana, East Allen County School Corpora-
tion. Auction preview Sept. 16, 5-6 p.m. or by
appointment, 13045 Wayne Trace, Hoagland.
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.

SEPTEMBER 29-OCTOBER 6 - (Online Only)
- The Estate of Wayne E. Penrod, seller. Arti-
facts, tools, furniture, household. Open house
Oct. 5 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 69 W 1st St.,
Poneto, IN. Sale manager, Isaac Stoller, The
Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.

OCTOBER 2 - 6 p.m. - Ruby Johnson, Brant
Johnson, owner. Auction location: Lighted
Gardens Reception Hall, 10794 N. State Road
1, Ossian. Property location: 14631 Smith Rd.,
Yoder. 48+/- acres offered in 4 tracts and com-
binations. Productive tillable land, excellent road
frontage and access along Smith Rd., 2,400+
sq. ft. sprawling brick ranch home on full base-
ment with 20x30 outbuilding, Allen County.
Inspection Sept. 16, 5-7 p.m. Auction man-
ager Jared Sipe, 260-750-1553, Schrader Real
Estate and Auction of Fort Wayne, Schrader-
FortWayne.com, 866-340-0445.

OCTOBER 5-OCTOBER 12 - Private Family
Collection, sellers. Fine art work including Wil-
liam P. Silva oil paintings, 2006 Pontiac Torrent,
2005 Toyota highlander, sterling silver, primitive
and early American antique furniture, country
primitives; glassware, early collectibles. Open
houses Oct. 8 and Oct. 10 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
102 S. Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. Rod Fetters,
sale manager, The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.

OCTOBER 12 - 6 p.m. - (Online Only) - The
Estate of Robert McNabb, seller. Spectacular
7,700 SF lake front home on 1.32 acres w/200’
of lake frontage on Hamilton Lake. Luxury home
features 5 bedrooms, 7 baths, expansive enter-
taining space, 4-car attached garage. Selling
absolute at or above 1.4 million dollars. Seller’s
have over 4.5 million invested in this one of kind
lake property. Open houses Sept. 21, 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., Oct. 1, 5-7 p.m., Oct. 12, 9 a.m.-noon,
1180 LN 150 Hamilton Lake, Hamilton, IN. Bran-
don Steffen, sale manager, 260-426-0633, The
Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 13-OCTOBER 20 - (Online Only)
- The Estate of Larry N. Curry, seller. 1997
Chevy Express Conversion van, 2013 Chevy
Impala with 73,000 miles, John Deere LA115
riding lawn mower, rare Schwinn bikes, tools,
furniture, household. Open houses Oct. 15 and
Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 W. Roe St.,
Ossian. Rod Fetters, sale manager, The Steffen
Group, www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
OCTOBER 24 - (Online Only) - The Estate
of Larry N. Curry, seller. Excellent 1,400 SF,
three bedroom, 2 bath ranch home in Rose Ann
Heights on 1/2 acre lot. This home has a ton of
potential. “Explore the Possibilities.” Open hous-
es: Oct. 15, Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and
Oct. 22 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 W. Roe St.,
Ossian. Brandon Steffen and Rod Fetters, sale
managers, The Steffen Group Inc., 824-3006,
www.steffengrp.com.

NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family
Farms LLC, sellers. Auction location: Adams
Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington St.,
Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township,
Adams County. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd.
200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2: 80.2 acres, County
Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres,
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97
acres, County Rd. 400 North, Sec 9. Heartland
Auction & Realty, Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.
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U.S. House clears bipartisan package of bills to counter China

By DIDI TANG
and ELSIE CHEN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
U.S. House this week approved a
sweeping package of bills to coun-
ter China’s influence, shoring up a
largely bipartisan push to ensure
America comes out ahead in the
competition between the world’s
Superpowers.

The efforts would ban Chinese-
made drones, limit China-linked
biotech companies from access
to the U.S. market, strengthen
sanctions and deepen ties with
Asian countries. The campaign
to target Beijing this week shows
how curbing China’s power has
emerged as a rare issue of political
consensus.

But some measures did pass
along party lines, with Republi-
cans arguing the need to protect
national security when it comes
to everything from education to
farmland, and Democrats raising
concerns about discrimination.
The advocacy group Asian and
Pacific Islander American Vote
also warned about “overly broad
anti-China rhetoric.”

One contentious measure seeks
to revive a Trump-era program
to root out Beijing’s spying in
American universities and insti-
tutes. The bills all still need Sen-
ate approval.

“The House sent a powerful,
bipartisan message to the Chi-
nese Communist Party: the United
States will not sit idly by,” said
Republican Rep. John Moolenaar,
chair of the House Select Com-

mittee on the Chinese Communist
Party.

The Chinese Embassy in Wash-
ington has said the measures
would damage bilateral relations
and U.S. interests. “China deplores
and firmly opposes this and has
lodged serious representations to
the U.S. side,” spokesman Liu
Pengyu said.

Here’s a look at key topics that
the legislation focused on this
week:

Technology

Tech dominated the measures,
reflecting a “laser-focused”
approach to limit the spread of
Chinese technology in the U.S.
and prevent Beijing from access-
ing American innovations, said
Craig Singleton, senior China
fellow at the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies think
tank.

The House backed a bill to pre-
vent federal money from flowing
to five biotech companies with
Chinese ties, described as neces-
sary to protect Americans’ health
data and reduce reliance on China
for U.S. medical supplies.

Another bill that cleared the
House would outlaw, on national
security grounds, devices from
Chinese drone maker DJI, a domi-
nant player in the global market.

“Allowing artificially cheap
DJI drones to monopolize our sky
has decimated American drone
manufacturing and given our
greatest strategic adversary eyes in
our sky,” said Rep. Elise Stefanik,
R-N.Y.

To patch a loophole in export

controls, the House backed an
amendment that supporters
say would cut off remote Chi-
nese access — such as through
cloud computing services — to
advanced U.S. technology to
develop artificial intelligence and
modernize its military.
Spying at schools

A bill passed along party lines
would direct the Justice Depart-
ment to curb spying by Beijing
on U.S. intellectual property and
academic institutions and go after
people engaged in theft of trade
secrets, hacking and economic
espionage.

It’s House Republicans’ attempt
to revive the China Initiative, a
Trump-era program meant to curb
China’s spying in U.S. universities
and research institutes. It ended
in 2022 after multiple unsuccess-
ful prosecutions of researchers
and concerns that it had prompted
racial and ethnic profiling.

The measure “brings back the
shameful China Initiative, which
is the new McCarthyism,” said
Rep. Judy Chu, D-Calif. She criti-
cized the program for assuming
that “researchers and scholars in
America should be investigated if
they had a nexus with China, such
as being born there or having rela-
tives from there.”

Rep. Lance Gooden, a Texas
Republican and bill sponsor, called
racism claims baseless.

Another controversial bill
would restrict federal funding to
universities with cultural institutes
funded by the Chinese government
or programs linked to certain Chi-

nese schools.

Rep. Michael Guest, R-Miss.,
called Beijing’s influence inside
American schools “one of our
nation’s most glaring vulner-
abilities.” Fellow Mississippi
Rep. Bennie Thompson, a Demo-
crat, argued the measure could
shut down legitimate academic
programs, such as exchange stu-
dents, study-abroad opportuni-
ties, guest lectures and sports
events.

Farmland and electric cars

Several Democratic lawmakers
also raised bias concerns about a
measure that flags as “reportable”
land sales involving citizens from
China, North Korea, Russia and
Iran.

The bill also would add the
agriculture secretary to the U.S.
Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment, which reviews the national
security implications of foreign
transactions.

China “has been quietly pur-
chasing American agricultural land
at an alarming rate, and this bill is
a crucial step towards reversing
that trend,” said Rep. Dan New-
house, a Republican from Wash-
ington state.

The National Agricultural Law
Center estimates 24 states ban or
limit foreigners without residency
and foreign businesses or govern-
ments from owning private farm-
land. The interest emerged after a
Chinese billionaire bought more
than 130,000 acres near a U.S. Air
Force base in Texas and another
Chinese company sought to build
a corn plant near an Air Force base

in North Dakota.

The House also narrowly
approved an effort to exclude Chi-
nese electric cars from receiving
clean-vehicle tax credits. “Amer-
ica’s working families should not
be forced to subsidize a nation
whose decades of unfair trade
practices and government subsi-
dies have led to lost jobs, shut-
tered factories and hollowed out
communities right here at home,”
said Rep. Jason Smith, a Missouri
Republican.

Rep. Dan Kildee, a Michi-
gan Democrat, said the bill’s
“unclear restrictions” would make
it unworkable and “leave the auto
industry and batter manufactur-
ers to pull back their U.S. invest-
ments.”

Diplomacy

The House backed several mea-
sures to boost sanctions on China
and deepen ties with Asia-Pacific
countries to counter China’s influ-
ence.

One could lead Hong Kong’s
representative offices in the U.S.
to close by stripping them of dip-
lomatic privileges if the territory
is deemed to have lost autonomy
from mainland China.

To deter Chinese aggression
toward the self-governed island of
Taiwan, a bill goes after the finan-
cial assets of Chinese officials and
their immediate families.

Addressing concerns over Bei-
jing’s rising military influence,
a resolution cleared the House
to recognize the importance of
cooperation with South Korea and
Japan.

Federal review of Uvalde shooting September

finds Border Patrol missteps but
does not recommend discipline

By VALERIE
GONZALEZ
and JAMIE STENGLE
Associated Press

U.S. Border Patrol agents
who rushed to the school
shooting in Uvalde, Texas,
in 2022 failed to establish
command and had inad-
equate training to confront
what became one of the
nation’s deadliest class-
room attacks, according to
a federal report released
Thursday. But investigators
concluded the agents did
not violate rules and no dis-
ciplinary action was recom-
mended.

The roughly 200-page
report from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
does not assign overarching
blame for the hesitant police
response at Robb Elementa-
ry School, where a teenage
gunman with an AR-style
rifle killed 19 students and
two teachers inside a fourth-
grade classroom. Nearly
200 U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection officers were
involved in the response,
more than any other law
enforcement agency.

The gunman was inside
the classroom for more than
70 minutes before a tactical
team, led by Border Patrol,
went inside and killed the
shooter.

Much of the report —
which the agency says was
initiated to ““provide trans-
parency and accountability”
— retells the chaos, confu-
sion and numerous police
missteps that other scathing
government reports have
already laid bare. Some
victims’ family members
bristled over federal inves-
tigators identifying no one
deserving of discipline.

“The failure of arriving
law enforcement person-
nel to establish identifi-
able incident management
or command and control
protocols led to a disorga-
nized response to the Robb
Elementary School shoot-
ing,” the report stated. “No
law enforcement official
ever clearly established
command at the school dur-
ing the incident, leading to
delays, inaction, and poten-
tially further loss of life.”

Customs and Border Pro-
tection said in a statement
that investigators “conclud-
ed none of the CBP person-
nel operating at the scene
were found to have violated
any rule, regulation, or law,
and no CBP personnel were
referred for disciplinary
action.”

Families of the victims
have long sought account-
ability for the slow law
enforcement response.

Jesse Rizo, whose niece
Jacklyn Cazares was one
of the students killed, said

that while he hadn’t seen
the report, he was briefed
by family members and was
disappointed to hear that it
held no one accountable.

Federal officials said the
report aimed to determine
if agents complied with rel-
evant rules and laws, and if
anything could improve their
performance in the future.

The report catalogs an
array of breakdowns and
paints a scene of disorder.

One Border Patrol agent
said he couldn’t deter-
mine who was in command
because there were so many
agencies. Another agent told
investigators he was work-
ing an overtime shift when
he rushed to the school and
was allegedly told by a state
trooper, “The chief is in the
room with the guy.” He said
that led him to believe it
was a standoff, so he began
directing traffic.

Some Border Patrol
agents drove more than 70
miles to the school, which is
located near the U.S-Mexico
border. One agent told inves-
tigators the scene looked
“like a Hollywood movie
with all the lights and chaos.”
A supervisor said he looked
for a command post but no
one knew where it was.

According to messages
between agents in the Bor-
der Patrol’s tactical unit,
one agent wrote at 11:44
am., “Get everyone to Robb

school in Uvalde. There’s a
possble/shooting guy with
AK/AR.” A minute later,
an agent sends a message:
“Barricaded subject is what
their calling it.”

Among the findings in
the report was that agents’
active shooter training had
not addressed dealing with a
shooter behind a locked door
or assessing medical needs.

Nearly 400 local, state
and federal officers respond-
ed, including over 90 state
police officials. Multiple
federal and state investiga-
tions have laid bare cas-
cading problems in law
enforcement training, com-
munication, leadership and
technology, and questioned
whether officers prioritized
their own lives over those of
children and teachers.

Two of the responding
officers now face criminal
charges. Former Uvalde
school Police Chief Pete
Arredondo and former
school officer Adrian Gon-
zales have pleaded not
guilty to multiple charges
of child abandonment and
endangerment. Last week,
Arredondo asked a judge to
throw out the indictment.
He has said he should not
have been considered the
incident commander and
has been “scapegoated” into
shouldering the blame for
law enforcement failures
that day.
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'STAY ONE JUMP AHEAD OF
WINTERTIME DRIVING WOES.

Preventative maintenance is the key
for smooth starts and safe running
for the rough winter months ahead.

Publishing the week of September 23
Advertising Deadline - Friday, September 13

GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

"

qu®'

&=

B o
7 e, 2

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- .
T
Home Healthcare. S NAELA
As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

‘}g%\::e -« oFFicE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN
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{ ssocates

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning
» Safe Money Ideas
+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

with Security

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

Cameras

'ﬂpalr Bowed Basement Walls

.Home Remodel and Repair
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Locally
Owned

Foundations repaired

& AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269

Jim Baker

Sure-Flo s

5” & 6” Continuous Gutters
Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

- Pole Barns
« Grarages
« Vinly Siding
» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!
B Warren Tﬁarmacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

JC

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models - broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher o Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

= 824-1846

+Safety Lighting *Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*\/ideo Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com &
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

- 1& 2 Bedrooms
« Maintenance Free
- All Ground-level
« Private Entrances

« Water Included

260824.5280 -

For those 62 + or
disabled, regardiess
of age.
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BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. 824-0455

For as little as

1 PER ISSUE

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER EA/@),(/, Dﬁz(/,!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224
or 622-4108

Oct. deadline is
Tues., Sept. 24!




