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A walk of honor and a 
Patriot Day breakfast

Bluffton High School celebrated first responders 
with a breakfast Wednesday morning. Above, the 
students celebrated the group by forming a tunnel 
for them to walk through. In front, from left to right, 

are Bluffton Police Chief Kyle Randall, Wells County 
Sheriff Scott Holliday, Bluffton Deputy Chief Andrew 
Ellis and Wells County Chief Deputy Randy Steele. 

Police Officer Jason Baker and 911 Director Mike 
Miller are also pictured. At right, Jessica Curtis, left 

and Lonnie Biberstein talk with other first responders. 
(Photos by Jonathan Snyder)

Here comes the fun
Units of this year’s edition of the 

Bluffton Free Street Fair began arriv-
ing in town Wednesday afternoon. 

Poor Jack’s Amusements are utilizing 
the city lot on West Spring Street to 
stage the equipment and rides that 
will begin setting up early Monday 

morning. The fair officially begins with 
the opening night parade Tuesday 

evening. (News-Banner photos)

Johnson 
delays vote 
on funding

Speaker postpones vote 
on a bill to avoid a partial 

government shutdown
By KEVIN FREKING

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Speaker Mike Johnson postponed 
a vote Wednesday on a temporary 
spending bill that would keep fed-
eral agencies and programs funded 
for six months as opposition from 
both parties thwarted his first 
attempt at avoiding a partial gov-
ernment shutdown in three weeks.

The legislation to continue 
government funding when the 
new budget year begins on Oct. 1 
includes a requirement that people 
registering to vote must provide 
proof of citizenship. Johnson, 
R-La., signaled that he was not 
backing off linking the two main 
components of the bill.

“No vote today because we’re 
in the consensus building busi-
ness here in Congress. With small 
majorities, that’s what you do,” 
Johnson told reporters. “We’re 
having thoughtful conversations, 
family conversations within the 
Republican conference and I 
believe we’ll get there.”

Congress needs to pass a stop-
gap spending bill before Oct. 1 
to avoid a federal shutdown just 
weeks before the election. The 

(Continued on Page 2)

MORGAN CITY, La. 
(AP) — Hurricane Francine 
slammed into the Louisiana 
coast Wednesday evening 
as a dangerous Category 
2 storm that knocked out 
electricity to more than a 
quarter-million customers 
and threatened widespread 
flooding as it sent a poten-
tially deadly storm surge 
rushing inland along the 
Gulf Coast.

Francine crashed ashore 
in Terrebonne Parish, about 
30 miles (50 kilometers) 
southwest of Morgan City, 
the National Hurricane 
Center announced at 4 p.m. 
CDT. Packing top sustained 
winds near 100 mph (155 
kph), the hurricane then bat-
tered a fragile coastal region 
that hasn’t fully recovered 
from a series of devastat-
ing hurricanes in 2020 and 
2021.

Morgan City Fire Chief 
Alvin Cockerham said the 
hurricane quickly flooded 
streets, snapped power lines 
and sent tree limbs crashing 
down.

“It’s a little bit worse than 
what I expected to be honest 
with you,” Cockerham said 
of the onslaught. “I pulled 
all my trucks back to the sta-
tion. It’s too dangerous to be 
out there in this.”

There were no immediate 
reports of deaths or injuries.

TV news broadcasts 
from coastal communities 
showed waves from nearby 
lakes, rivers and Gulf waters 
thrashing sea walls. Water 

poured into city streets amid 
blinding downpours. Oak 
and cypress trees leaned in 
the high winds, and some 
utility poles swayed back 
and forth. As Francine con-
tinued its trek inland, it 
spread drenching rains over 
New Orleans and surround-
ing areas, raising flooding 
fears.

Power outages in Loui-
siana topped 261,000 hours 
after landfall, spread widely 
across southeast Louisi-
ana. Blackouts affected the 
majority of homes and busi-
nesses in coastal parishes 
nearest where the storm 
came ashore as well as their 
inland neighbors, according 
to the tracking site power-
outage.us.

Sheltering at her moth-
er’s home just outside Mor-
gan City, Laura Leftwich 
said blasts of wind had 
swept away two large bird-
houses outside. She had a 
generator powering an inter-
net connection so she could 
video chat with friends, 
holding her computer to a 
window to show them water 
overflowing in the street.

If the storm had been any 
more intense, “I wouldn’t 
have the guts to look out-
side,” said Leftwich, 40. 
“It’s a little scary.”

The National Hurricane 
Center urged residents to 
stay sheltered overnight as 
the weakening hurricane 
churned inland. The storm’s 
projected path included 

Thousands in the 
dark as Hurricane 
Francine strikes 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Thousands in dark

Weather
Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:28 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 86; Low: 55; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.11  

feet at 7:45 p.m. Wednesdayday

Wells County forecast
Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 87. East wind 5 to 10 

mph. 
Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 60. 

East wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Friday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 82. East wind 5 

to 10 mph. 
Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 62. 

East wind around 5 mph. 
Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 84.
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 63.
Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 84.
Sunday Night: A 20% chance of showers after 2am. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 61.
Monday: A 10% chance of showers before 8 a.m. Partly 

sunny, with a high near 83.
Monday Night: A 20% chance of showers. Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 61.
Tuesday: A 20% chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with 

a high near 82.
Tuesday Night: A slight chance of showers. Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 61.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 80.

AUTO – HOME – LIFE – BUSINESS

PERRY  KLINT  SETH

1120 N Main St, 
Blu� ton, IN 46714
824-1237

perry.gerber@lesgerberins.com • klint.� echter@lesgerberins.com • seth.� echter@lesgerberins.com

Dedicated to Wells County Strong Protect what is important to you. Call Us Always!

 TOP INSURANCE AGENCY 
and

TOP TWO OF WELLS COUNTYS’
INSURANCE AGENTS - Klint Fiechter & Perry GerberHere to serve our community. 

Here to protect what matters most. 

Wells County Strong

Erie Insurance Exchange, Erie Insurance Co., Erie Insurance Property & Casualty Co., Flagship City Insurance 

Co. and Erie Family Life Insurance Co. (Erie, PA) or Erie Insurance Co. of New York (Rochester, NY). Company 

licensure details at erieinsurance.com. CMS149b  8/13

Les Gerber InsuranceLes Gerber Insurance
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260.426.3006 
STEFFENGRP.COM

AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE

COUNTRY HOME AND BUILDINGS ON 2.41 ACRES

AU19600168 • AC30500053

ONLINE BIDDING TUESDAY, SEPT. 24TH - 9:00AM - 6:00PM 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 7271 N 300 W-90, MARKLE, IN 46770

SALE MANAGERS: BRANDON STEFFEN (260.710.5684)
PATRICK CARTER (260.273.8294)

SELLER: THE ESTATE OF JEFFREY BROWN

• 3 BEDROOMS / 2 BATHROOMS

• 2 OUTBUILDINGS TOTALING 866 SF
• 1,876 SF ON A 2.41 ACRE LOT

VISIT STEFFENGRP.COM/AUCTIONS FOR MORE INFORMATION

WELLS COUNTY REAL ESTATE AUCTIONWELLS COUNTY REAL ESTATE AUCTION

INSPECTION DATES: THURSDAY, SEPT. 12TH (3:00PM - 6:00PM)
THURSDAY, SEPT. 19TH (3:00PM - 6:00PM)

260.426.3006 
STEFFENGRP.COM

AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY LAND

9.27 ACRES IN NORTHERN WELLS COUNTY

AU19600168 • AC30500053

ONLINE BIDDING WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 25TH - 9:00AM - 6:00PM 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 1200 N AND MARZANE RD. - TBD, ZANESVILLE, IN 46799

SALE MANAGERS: BRANDON STEFFEN (260.710.5684)
PATRICK CARTER (260.273.8294)

SELLER: THE ESTATE OF JEFFREY BROWN

VISIT STEFFENGRP.COM/AUCTIONS FOR MORE INFORMATION

INSPECTION DATES: THURSDAY, SEPT. 12TH (3:00PM - 6:00PM)
THURSDAY, SEPT. 19TH (3:00PM - 6:00PM)

EXPLORE THE POTENTIAL OF THIS PROPERTY!EXPLORE THE POTENTIAL OF THIS PROPERTY!
• 9.27 +/- ACRES OF LAND IN WELLS COUNTY

• 24’x48’ OUTBUILDING

By JONATHAN SNYDER
A new golf simulator 

business is opening next to 
Tyeger’s Pizza at 927 North 
Main St. in Bluffton

The new venue, called 
Par and Below, is owned 
by John Beeks and Craig 
Cantwell. Their love for golf 
led them down the path of 
opening a simulator venue, 
with Beeks stating that the 
simulators are an emerging 
market.

“I’ve always thought that 
Bluffton needed something 
else fun to do for families,” 
Beeks said. “I enjoy golf-
ing, and I’ve got friends that 
enjoy golfing, and so we 
thought that would work. 
The simulator business is 
kind of an emerging market 
so … I threw it out to Craig, 
and he thought that was a 
great idea.”

The simulators offer 
approximately 1,200 cours-
es to play on, with official 
courses from across the 
world rendered into the 
simulators. Beeks stated that 
the simulators come with 
an impact screen, a projec-
tor and a high speed cam-
era. The projector creates a 
realistic image of the course, 
and the high speed camera 
calculates the movement of 
both the club and the ball. 
The calculated path of the 
ball is then relayed on the 
screen to show where the 
ball would have landed if it 
was hit on the actual course.

“The higher quality sim-
ulators like ours create a 
very accurate simulation of 
what a golfer would normal-
ly see while they’re hitting 
balls,” Beeks said. “If you 
duff it, it’s going to show 
a duff. So it’s very vivid. It 
gives you that feeling that 
you’re right there on a golf 
course.”

Cantwell also stated that 
the simulators also offer 
realistic conditions. Play-
ers can choose to play in 
extremely windy and rainy 
conditions should they 
choose.

Par and Below offers five 

simulator booths in total, 
three open booths and two 
private booths. Companies 
or other parties can rent 
out both private rooms for 
events and celebrations. The 
venue will also offer drinks 
and small snacks that the 
public can enjoy while they 
are golfing.

Parties that rent over 
two hours of play time are 
allowed to bring food into 
the facility, but there will 
be an extra charge for it. 
The snacks will be small, 
offering chips, pretzels, 
peanuts and other smaller 
foods. Par and Below is 
focusing on ensuring the 
simulators are maintained 
well and keeping the neces-
sities available.

“Right now, we just want 
to focus on providing the 
golf and the basic necessi-
ties for golf,” Beeks said.

In the future, Beeks and 
Cantwell stated their inter-
est in partnering with golf 
coaches to help people 
improve their swing. The 
golf coaches would then use 
one of the private booths 
to teach and improve the 
mentee’s swing. Beeks also 
wants to partner with the 
local courses to grow the 
game, so that other venues 
can benefit from the simula-
tor’s opening.

“We don’t want them 
(other courses) to see us as 
competition, but as a part-
ner in golf,” Beeks said. 
“Together, we want to grow 
that love for the game. 
They’re going to benefit 
from us just the same as we 
benefit from them. That 
relationship is something 
that we want to be a suc-
cess.”

Beeks stated that golfers 
can book the venue 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. 
Tee times can be booked 
on the venue’s website at 
www.parandbelow.com. 
Golf leagues will open in 
October with mens, wom-
ens, seniors, scramble and 
couples leagues available. 

“We do want to grow 

golf in the community,” 
Beeks said. “When we get 
into our mission statement 
… the first thing is to give 
our community something 
fun to do where they can 

build shared experiences 
with friends and family. And 
then the second part of that 
is we want to grow golf in 
our community.”

jonathan@news-banner.com

‘Par & Below’ to open Monday
Golf simulator business will be in Villa North Plaza

Top photo:  the lounge area is where golfers can wait for their 
tee times. The simulator scrceens can display one of about 
1,200 course from around the world. (Photos by Jonathan 
Snyder)

Bluffton High School Tiger Football hosts Woodlan Friday for 
this year’s Fall Festival. At halftime, a Fall Festival queen and 
king will be crowned. Members of this year’s Senior Court are: 
(front row, left to right) Averi Petty, Isabella Stout and Elycia 
Herrada; (back row from left) Tavin Frees, Gabe Ball and Cam-
eron Williams. (Photo provided)

measure had been teed 
up for a vote on Wednes-
day afternoon, but Demo-
crats are overwhelmingly 
opposed and enough Repub-
licans had voiced opposition 
to raise serious doubts about 
whether the measure would 
pass.

The stopgap bill would 
generally continue existing 
funding through March 28. 
The GOP opponents of the 
bill argue that it continues 
spending at levels they con-
sider excessive. And some 
Republicans simply won’t 
vote for any continuing reso-
lution, arguing that Congress 

must return to passing its 12 
annual spending bills sepa-
rately rather than through 
the one or two catchall bills 
that have become the norm 
in recent decades.

Despite the dim prospects 
for the bill, Johnson had said 
just the day before he would 
push ahead with the vote. 
He has embraced concerns 
that some of the migrants 
who have entered the coun-
try at the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der in recent years could 
swing the elections, though 
it’s illegal for noncitizens to 
vote and research has shown 
that such voting is extremely 
rare.

(Continued from Page 1)

Johnson delays

New Orleans, where fore-
casters said the storm’s eye 
could pass through.

The sixth named storm 
of the Atlantic hurricane 
season, Francine drew fuel 
from exceedingly warm 
Gulf of Mexico waters, 
strengthening to a Category 
2 storm with winds exceed-
ing 96 mph (155 kph) hours 
in the hours before landfall.

Still dangerous, the 
storm began weakening 
as it rushed inland. Three 
hours after landfall it barely 
remained a hurricane, with 
top sustained winds down 
to 75 mph (120 kph. Fran-
cine was moving northeast 
at a fast clip of 17 mph (28 
kph) on a path toward New 
Orleans, about 50 miles (80 
kilometers) away.

It was forecast to weaken 
further while pushing north-
ward through Mississippi 
on Thursday, with wide-
spread rains in the coming 
days bringing potential flash 
flooding to cities including 
Jackson, Mississippi; Bir-
mingham, Alabama; Mem-
phis, Tennessee; and Atlan-
ta. It also raised the threat of 
spin-off tornadoes.

Much of Louisiana and 
Mississippi could get 4 to 
8 inches (10 to 20 centime-
ters) of rain, with the possi-
bility of 12 inches (30 centi-
meters) in some spots, said 
Brad Reinhart, a senior hur-
ricane specialist at the hurri-
cane center.

Louisiana Gov. Jeff 
Landry said the National 
Guard would fan out to par-
ishes impacted by Francine. 

(Continued from Page 1)



INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 2:27 p.m., resi-

dence on Pine Grove Court. 
Report of harassing mes-
sages. 

Tuesday, 4:33 p.m., 
Super-Pufft. Report of verbal 
altercation between employ-
ees outside. Officer told 
there was a fire alarm, and a 
manager and employee had 
gotten into a verbal alterca-
tion when the employee had 
tried to leave.

Tuesday, 5:26 p.m., Hard-
ees. Caller reported their 
vehicle was rear-ended.

Wednesday, 10:30 a.m., 
200 block of North Oak 
Street. Trail cam stolen. 

County:
Tuesday, 12:24 p.m., 

7500 North S.R. 1, Ossian. 
Report of accident, driver 
did not stop.

Tuesday, 12:38 p.m., Fast 
Pace, Bluffton. Vehicle from 
previous accident was locat-
ed, officer parked behind 
vehicle where the driver then 
backed up into the police 
vehicle.

Tuesday, 12:53 p.m., 
11000 North Marzane Road, 
Markle. Caller complained 
of neighbor having a camp-
fire every day since July.

Tuesday, 3:30 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Protective order 
served to Stephen Butt.

Tuesday, 11:06 p.m., 
Ossian Subway. Driver 

arrested for driving without 
a license.

Wednesday, 9:38 a.m, 
Wells County Courthouse. 
Subject detained after sen-
tencing.

Wednesday, 10:37 a.m., 
Wells County Jail. Served 
warrant to Ella Gerardot.

ARRESTS
Edwin Urius Munos, 23, 

Fort Wayne; operating with-
out ever obtaining a license, 
a Class C misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $500.

Mason Lee Thompson, 
19, Ossian; minor in posses-
sion of an alcoholic bever-
age, a Class C misdemeanor. 
Booked and released.

Mackenzie Ann Dykes, 
19, Ossian; minor in posses-
sion of an alcoholic bever-
age, a Class C misdemeanor. 
Booked and released.

Tyler George Neff, 19, 
Fort Wayne; minor in pos-
session of an alcoholic bev-
erage, a Class C misdemean-
or. Booked and released.

Isaac James Shawver, 
30, Fort Wayne; operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated 
– endangerment, a Class A 

misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,500.

Alonso Isaias Zavala 
Lopez, 20, Bluffton; minor 
in possession of an alco-
holic beverage, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

Travis Daniel Miller, 
34, Zanesville; operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated 
– endangerment, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,500.

Elizabeth Ann Dorn, 
32, Ossian; possession of 
marijuana, a Class B mis-
demeanor, and possession 
of paraphernalia, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

ACCIDENTS
Tuesday, 12:24 p.m., S.R. 

1. Larry Crayton, 30, Fort 
Wayne, was performing 
duties as an Amazon deliv-
ery driver with his Ram Pro-
Master 3500 Van pulled off 
the side of the road. Sheldon 
Smith, 36, Berne, collided 
with Crayton’s vehicle with 
his Ford Transit Van. Both 
mirrors were broken off. 
Smith did not stop for the 

accident. No injuries. Dam-
ages did not exceed $5,000.

Tuesday, 12:38 p.m., 
1000 North Main Street. 
Sheldon Smith, 36, Berne, 
was backing up in the park-
ing lot when his Ford Transit 
Van, which was involved in 
a previous incident that after-
noon, backed into a police-
issued Dodge Durango driv-
en by Geoffrey Gilbert, 52, 
Bluffton. No injuries. Dam-
ages did not exceed $10,000.

FIRES
Wednesday, 1:38 p.m., 

10585 N 300 W, Markle. 
Grass fire.

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 
— An Indiana county judge 
ruled Wednesday against 
abortion providers who are 
seeking to broaden access 
to the procedure under the 
near-total ban state lawmak-
ers passed after the U.S. 
Supreme Court ended fed-
eral protections in 2022.

The providers — includ-
ing the regional Planned 
Parenthood affiliate — had 
sought a permanent injunc-
tion to expand the near-total 
ban’s medical exemptions 
and to block its requirement 
that abortions can only be 
performed at hospitals.

Judge Kelsey Blake Han-
lon, who conducted a three-
day bench trial in late May 
in southern Indiana’s Mon-
roe County, denied the pro-
viders’ request for the per-
manent injunction against 
both elements of the state’s 
law, known as S.B. 1.

“Significant and compel-
ling evidence regarding the 
policy implications of S.B. 
1 and its effect on medical 
professionals in particular 
was presented. However, 
the Court cannot substitute 
its own policy preferences 
for that of the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly,” wrote Han-
lon, an elected Republican 
from a different county who 
was appointed as a special 
judge in the case.

Indiana became the first 
state to enact tighter restric-
tions after the U.S. Supreme 
Court ended federal abor-
tion protections by over-
turning Roe v. Wade in June 
2022. Rare exceptions to 
the near-total ban include 
when the health or life of the 
mother is at risk as well as 
in cases of rape, incest and 
lethal fetal anomalies in lim-
ited circumstances.

The Indiana Supreme 

Court upheld the state’s 
ban in June 2023, ending 
a broader legal challenge 
brought by the same plain-
tiffs, but said the state’s con-
stitution protects a women’s 
right to an abortion when 
her life or health is at risk.

Indiana’s clinics stopped 
providing abortions ahead 
of the ban officially taking 
effect in August 2023.

The providers said that 
the ban’s exceptions for pro-
tecting health are written so 
narrowly that in practice, 
many doctors won’t end 
a pregnancy even when a 
woman’s condition qualifies 
under the statute. The state 
defended the statute and 
said it sufficiently protects 
women when health compli-
cations arise in pregnancy.

When asked Wednesday 
if they plan to appeal the 
ruling, the plaintiffs said 
they “are still evaluating all 
options.”

The Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America said 
in a joint statement with the 
ACLU of Indiana and other 
plaintiffs that the court’s rul-
ing means “lives will con-
tinue to be endangered by 
Indiana’s abortion ban.”

“Already, Hoosiers with 
serious health complications 
have been forced to endure 
unjustifiable suffering 

due to miscarriages, ecto-
pic pregnancies, and other 
pregnancy-related issues 
or leave the state to access 
appropriate care,” the state-
ment said.

Indiana Attorney Gen-
eral Todd Rokita praised the 
judge’s ruling Wednesday. 
“Indiana’s pro-life law is 
both reasonable and consti-
tutional, and we’re pleased 
the Monroe County Circuit 
Court upheld it,” he said in 
a statement.

Planned Parenthood and 
the ACLU of Indiana did 
not immediately respond 
Wednesday to requests for 
comment on the ruling.

In a 50-page order, Han-
lon said providers gave 
hypothetical scenarios but 
did not identify a situation 
where the health and life 
exemption or the hospital 
requirement prevented a 
woman from obtaining an 
abortion.

Hanlon agreed with 
the state’s argument that 
the health and life exemp-
tion constitutionally pro-
tects pregnant patients 
with “serious health risks,” 
but acknowledged the ill-
defined standard has been 
challenging for physicians 
in a “politically charged 
environment” and under the 
threat of criminal liability. 
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OBITUARIES

265 W Main St. Berne, IN 46711 *260-589-2903* www.mizlehman.com 
AC63001588 

CHRIS YODER #AU01030238 BART LEHMAN #AU8800606 
JASON BLUHM #AU08900171 PHIL WULLIMAN #AU01001374 

PUBLIC AUCTION 
 

 

 

Auction held at Farm 
 Farm is located in Jay County on Rd 50 W between 750 N and 900 N.  1 mile west 
of Bryant on St Rd 18 to county Rd 50 West then north ½ mile  

  170 Acres of Farm Ground in Jackson Township, Jay county 

TRACT 1 – 16 Acres with road frontage on the corner of 50 W and 750 N. All 
Tillable. Section 12 Jackson Township  
TRACT 2 – 16 Acres with road frontage on 50 W just north of Tract 1. All Tillable 
Section 12 Jackson Township 
TRACT 3 – 47 Acres with road frontage on 750 N Just west of Tract 1.  This tract 
contains approximately 8 acres of woods.  Section 12 Jackson Township  
TRACT 4 – 53 Acres with frontage on 50 W. All tillable.  Sec 1 Jackson Township 
Tract 5 – 35 Acres with frontage on 50 W.  All Tillable.  Sec 1 Jackson Township 

Terms/Conditions 
Multi-Parcel method will be used, and farm will be offered individually and any combination 
Terms:10% non-refundable down payment with balance due at closing on or before November 3rd,2020  
Real Estate sold subject to confirmation of the seller. Property is not being sold subject to financing. Please arrange financing if 
required prior to the auction.  Survey will determine the final acres.  Statements made sale day take precedents over printed 
material   

Tamra Yoder & Everence Foundation, Owners 

Saturday, October 3rd, 2020 
Auction Starts at 10:00 A.M. 

 
 

Public Auction Saturday Sept 7 9:00am
1727 N 100 W Decatur IN 46733
Real Estate & Personal Property

Berne, IN  * 260-589-2903 * www.mizlehman.com

2024 BLUFFTON

“Passport to Fun”
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

7pm - Grand Opening Parade
 Grand Marshal: Erin Prible

WED, SEPT 18
5:45pm - Antique Tractor Parade

6pm - Antique & Classic Car Parade
6:15pm - High School Band Parade

THURS, SEPT 19
6pm - Industrial Parade
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Street Fair

BRACELET PRICES 2024
Tues., Wed. & Thurs.  •  Sept. 17, 18 & 19
$25 - Unlimited Rides (5p.m. – Close) 

*Subject to Change 

KIDS’ DAYS SPECIAL PRICES!
FRIDAY: $18 - Unlimited Rides 1 – 7pm
SATURDAY: $18 - Unlimited Rides 11am – 5pm

$30 - Unlimited Rides 5pm – Close

TICKETS:
$150ea. or 20/$25

Kiddie Rides take 2 tickets,
all others take 3 or 4 tickets

WEDNESDAY
12-5:30 pm - Antique & Classic Car Show - Along S. Main

7-8:30 pm - Music-Community Worship Night Band - Stage
THURSDAY

8-10 pm - Free Concert - Whoa, Man! - Stage
FRIDAY

7-9 pm - FNX Wrestling - Stage
SATURDAY 

11 am - Diaper Derby- Baby crawl Race - Stage
11:15 pm - OPTIMIST Tractor Pull - 3-7 Year old - W Washington
11:30 pm - Kids Big Wheel Race-  6-8 Year old - W Washington 

6-8 pm - STREET FAIR IDOL - Main Event - Stage
9 pm - CONCERT: The Ultimate Garth Brooks Tribute - Stage

For a Complete Schedule, Watch for the Special Section in 
the News-Banner on Monday, September 16th.

Sept 17–21

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Constance (Connie) 
Joan Nichter

Calling: 10 - 11 a.m. Friday, 
September 13 at St. Joseph 

Catholic Church.
Mass: 11 a.m. Friday, 

September 13 at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church.

Indiana Supreme Court sets Dec. 18 
execution date for Joseph Corcoran

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The Indiana Supreme Court on 
Wednesday set a Dec. 18 execu-
tion date for a Fort Wayne quadruple 
murderer, but said he has other legal 
options to try to block the resumption 
of the death penalty in Indiana.

Joseph Corcoran’s attorneys have 
argued that he should not be executed 
because he is “unquestionably serious-
ly mentally ill,” and that killing him 
would violate the Eighth Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution as cruel and 
unusual punishment.

Corcoran’s mental health has been 
a part of the decades-old case since its 
inception, with state and federal public 
defenders saying he continues to suf-
fer from paranoid schizophrenia that 
causes him to experience “persistent 
hallucinations and delusions.”

In a 5-0 decision, the court said it 
could consider previously undiscov-
ered evidence but not past evidence of 
mental illness.

In 1999, a jury unanimously found 
Corcoran guilty of four counts of 
murder for killing his brother, James 
Corcoran; his sister’s fiancé, Robert 
Scott Turner; and their two friends, 
Timothy Bricker and Douglas Still-
well. The jury recommended a death 
sentence, and that’s what the Allen 
Superior Court imposed.

Corcoran’s sentence has been 
upheld multiple times by state and fed-
eral courts.

The court said Corcoran does have 
other options, including raising claims 
of newly discovered evidence; filing a 
successive petition for post-conviction 
relief or filing a civil lawsuit to chal-
lenge the execution protocol.

But, until then, the court said, “the 
only issue properly before us is our 
administrative task” — to set an exe-
cution date. 

That’s Dec. 18, before the hour of 
sunrise.

Indiana’s last execution was in 
2009. Since then, the state has effec-

tively been forced to pause the death 
penalty. Increased scrutiny of lethal 
injection drugs led pharmaceutical 
companies to refuse to sell their prod-
ucts for use in executions.

It wasn’t until June that Gov. Eric 
Holcomb, along with Indiana Attorney 
General Todd Rokita, announced that 
the state’s Department of Correction 
has obtained pentobarbital to carry out 
the death penalty.

It is unclear how the state obtained 
the pentobarbital. The governor’s 
office has declined to say where the 
drug was acquired, citing state law. 
Lawmakers made information about 
the source of the drugs confidential on 
the last day of the 2017 legislative ses-
sion.

Although no state-level executions 
in Indiana have used pentobarbital 
before, 13 federal executions carried 
out at the Federal Correctional Com-
plex in Terre Haute have been carried 
out with the drug. Fourteen states have 
used pentobarbital in executions, too.

Jerry Andrews, 69
Jerry Lee Andrews, 69, of Decatur, passed away on 

Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024 at Adams Woodcrest. Jerry was 
born in Decatur on April 25, 1955, 
to the late Noel and Frances (Smith) 
Andrews.

Jerry worked as a laborer for 
Franklin Electric/Weg in Bluffton 
for 43.5 years, retiring in 2020. 
He was an avid hunter, fisherman, 
archer and loved the outdoors. He 
was a big fan of the Green Bay 
Packers.

Jerry was a founding member of 
the Ouabache Archer’s, a member 
of the Indiana Bowhunter’s Asso-
ciation, and an instructor for Bow-
hunter Education Classes, along with 
volunteering where ever he could help. He also men-
tored anyone who wanted to hunt, fish or learn archery 
by devoting countless hours sharing his wisdom and tal-
ents with anyone from children to adults. 

He is survived by his son, Jeremy (Kim) Andrews of 
Decatur; his daughter, Jennifer (Jeremy) Gerber of Gos-
hen; a sister, Carolyn Meyer of Plainfield; three grand-
children, Andrew (Alexandria Wiesman) Gerber, Hannah 
Gerber and Henry Andrews.

Jerry was preceded in death by a brother, Albert 
Andrews.

Memorial visitation will be from 1-4 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 14, 2024, at Salem Magley Church in Decatur, fol-
lowed by a 4 p.m. funeral service with Pastor Rocky 
Evans officiating. 

Burial will be in Decatur Cemetery at a later date.
Preferred memorials are to Hunt of a Lifetime.
Arrangements were entrusted to Haggard-Hirschy & 

Zelt Funeral Home.

Jane Searles, 72
Jane Ann Searles, 72, of Bluffton, passed away on Fri-

day evening, Sept. 6, 2024, at Parkview Regional Medi-
cal Center.

She was born on July 11, 1952, in 
Fort Wayne to Paul E. and Marjorie 
Lee (Joy) Breisch. A Bluffton High 
School graduate, Jane worked at 
Corning Glass, Keebler’s, TI Auto-
motive, and for the City of Bluffton 
in the wastewater office. She was 
an active part of the board that 
did the design and installation of 
the Angel of Hope Park in Bluffton. 
Jane was a longtime member of 
Mt. Etna United Methodist Church 
and recently a member the First 
Church of Christ in Bluffton.

On Sept. 9, 1972, in Mt. Etna, Jane and Ray L. Searles 
were married. 

Survivors include her husband of 52 years, Ray L. 
Searles of Bluffton and children, Renea Searles of Fort 
Wayne, Travis (Kristi) Searles of Uniondale, and step-
daughter Amy Hedrick (Angela) of Mishawaka. Jane was 
a fun and loving grandma who enjoyed taking her fam-
ily and grandchildren to the State Park: Kaleb, Rylee, 
Judah, Jax Searles, Caleb and Austin Geimer, Ismail and 
Mohammed Nashwan and Erin and Bryar Hedrick. She is 
also survived by a brother, Bill Breisch (Dawn), and twin 
sisters, Connie (Mike) Love of Van Buren and Bonnie 
(Mike) Foreman of Portland.

Jane is preceded in death by her parents, a grandson, 
Lathan Searles and two brothers, Rick and J. Breisch.

A celebration of life gathering will take place from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, at the First 
Church of Christ in Bluffton.

Memorials may be made in Jane’s memory to the First 
Church of Christ.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the care 
of the Lemler family of the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can share memories and 
online condolences with the family at www.thomarich.
com. 

Indiana judge rules against 
abortion providers fighting ban
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By The Associated Press
Today is Thursday, Sept. 

12, the 256th day of 2024. 
There are 110 days left in 
the year.

Today’s highlight in his-
tory: On Sept. 12, 2013, 
Voyager 1, launched 36 
years earlier, became the 
first man-made spacecraft 
ever to leave the solar sys-
tem.

Also on this date:
In 1857, the S.S. Central 

America (also known as the 
“Ship of Gold”) sank off 
the coast of South Carolina 
after sailing into a hurricane 
in one of the worst maritime 
disasters in American his-
tory; 425 people were killed 
and thousands of pounds of 
gold sank with the ship to 
the bottom of the ocean.

In 1940, the Lascaux 
cave paintings, estimated to 
be 17,000 years old, were 
discovered in southwestern 
France.

In 1958, the U.S. 
Supreme Court, in Coo-
per v. Aaron, unanimously 
ruled that Arkansas officials 
who were resisting public 
school desegregation orders 

could not disregard the high 
court’s rulings.

In 1959, the Soviet 
Union launched its Luna 2 
space probe, which made a 
crash landing on the moon.

In 1962, in a speech at 
Rice University in Houston, 
President John F. Kennedy 
reaffirmed his support for 
the manned space program, 
declaring: “We choose to go 
to the moon in this decade 
and do the other things, not 
because they are easy, but 
because they are hard.”

In 1977, South African 
Black student leader and 
anti-apartheid activist Steve 
Biko, 30, died while in 
police custody, triggering an 
international outcry.

In 1994, truck driver 
Frank Eugene Corder 
piloted a stolen single-
engine Cessna airplane into 
restricted airspace in Wash-
ington, D.C., and crashed it 
into the South Lawn of the 
White House.

In 2003, in the Iraqi city 
of Fallujah, U.S. forces mis-
takenly opened fire on vehi-
cles carrying police, killing 
eight of them.

Today in History

Submit your Letters to the Editor via:
	 •  Our website link (Submit your Letter)
	 •  E-Mail: email@news-banner.com
	 •  Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton IN 46714
	 •  Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton
All letters must be signed and must  include a phone 

number or address in case verification is desired. Letters are 
edited for brevity and clarity. Letters must be no more than 
500 words.  Please mark your correspondence as a “Letter to 
the Editor,”  or if you wish to express an opinion to us but do 
not want it published, please mark as “Not for Publication.”

Paper wasps and pollen balls
What does a honeybee 

do with pollen it collects 
for transporting back to 
the hive? It sticks it to its 
legs until globules form 
so large it must return 
to a hive to “door dash” its pollen 
delivery. 

Flecks of pollen get caught in 
hairs all over the busy little bee. As it 
moves from one blossom to the next, 
pollen gets inadvertently deposited on 
necessary parts of the flowers. This 
activity provides the necessary ele-
ment for the plant to reproduce. It’s 
the cycle of nature where fauna helps 
flora, and vice versa. It’s a fundamen-
tal aspect of reproduction in nature.

“Elementary, my dear Watson.” 
Easy for Sherlock to say.

Pollen and nectar are two words 
for the same item, right? “Wrong, 
Watson.”

Powder-like pollen from a plant’s 
male unmentionable part (stamen) 
needs to be transferred to the female 
part (pistil) for reproduction via pro-
ducing seeds. Our pollinator insect 
friends help keep the landscape color-
ful and the breezes aromatic.

Former Wells County iris hybrid-
izers, E.B. Williamson, Mary Wil-
liamson, Paul Cook, and the yet 
living award-winning hybridizers, 
Roger and Lynda Miller, now living 
in Oregon, all used this concept to 
move pollen from one variety to a 
specific different plant. They inten-
tionally attempted the creation of a 
new variation of both.

Ironically, E.B. was criticized for 
gathering “mixed pollen” in small 
pill boxes to spread on the pistils of 
another select variety to create some-
thing new and exciting. His method 
more resembled the honey bee 

hybridizer’s mixed 
pollen, God’s 
plan. The natural 
method brings sur-
prises, often pleas-
ant joy.

Sweet nectar 
produced via pho-
tosynthesis by a 
plant attracts pollinators. Bees dine 
on it for needed energy. Any excess 
remains in their stomachs where it 
turns to watery honey. They place the 
diluted honey in comb cells. Workers 
wing-fan it to rid it of water. Presto. 
Via the magic of “barf” comes honey.

Bees mix nectar and pollen with 
saliva to create bee bread used to feed 
their Queen and bee larvae. Angel-
keep loves its equivalent of cornbread 
slathered with honey butter.

“Elementary my dear Watson.”
“I say, my dear Watson, has the 

maestro-newspaperman, Mark Miller, 
ever had a digression cover half a 
weekly column? Is this maximus-
digression a first?”

What’s a pollen ball? Finally, 
Angelkeep writes of a subject in the 
headline. Pollen balls, or pellets, 
which to some look like saddle bags 
hanging on a bees’ hind legs, are the 
pollen-saliva mix intended as carry-
out fast food to others in the hive. 
Bees load shopping carts (corbicula) 
with half again its own weight before 
flying hiveward.

Angelkeep observed a paper wasp 
resting on a bean leaf. Hanging from 
its mouth (mandibles) was a sight 
previously unseen. A yellow sphere. 

It appeared the wasp had stolen a 
wad of pollen from the leg of a bee. 
Angelkeep deduced, “that can’t be 
right.” Research begets knowledge.

“‘The Sign of Four,’ my dear Wat-
son.” Observation, deduction, and 
knowledge.

Google directed Angelkeep’s 
query to the “backyardnature” 
website. Angelkeep loves backyard 
nature. It seemed a proper place for 
enlightenment.

Backyard posted paper wasp pics 
holding yellow orbs that resembled 
the one in Angelkeep’s back yard. 
Apparently wasp species preyed on 
arthropod larvae. Backyard admitted 
its deductions only being “suspected” 
since scientific studies were as yet 
unpublished. Backyard thought the 
yellow objects were “meatballs” 
consisting of compacted caterpillar 
sections. A suspected intent involved 
placing meatballs in nest cells as food 
for eventual wasp larvae. Backyard’s 
author concluded “since the caterpil-
lars probably are eating the trees’ 
leaves, this wasp nest may be of great 
service to the forest surrounding it.”

Backyard’s wasp nest received 
an attack by an enormous swarm of 
army ants. Cells were torn asunder 
and all larvae and pupae plundered. 
As it turned out his paper wasp with 
the yellow meatball had been photo-
graphed in Mexico.

Was Angelkeep’s paper wasp with 
a yellow meatball actually one enter-
ing the United States illegally? Or did 
the paper wasp have legitimate immi-
gration papers?

“It’s yet a quandary, my dear Wat-
son.”

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

Key state polls: Another mess in the making?
Who is leading the presidential race in the seven 

states considered most critical to victory in 2024: 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, North Carolina, 
Georgia, Arizona and Nevada? 

The answer is we don’t really know. If you look 
at the RealClearPolitics average of state polls, you’ll 
see that Pennsylvania is exactly tied between Vice 
President Kamala Harris and former President Don-
ald Trump; in Michigan, Harris is up by 1.2 points; in 
Wisconsin, Harris is up 1.5 points; in North Carolina, 
Trump is up by 0.1 points; in Georgia, Trump is up 
by 0.3 points; in Arizona, Trump is up by 1.6 points; 
and in Nevada, Harris is up by 0.6 points. 

Obviously, all those numbers are within the 
polls’ margins of error. So anyone who cites them 
is advised to be cautious. But even more caution is 
called for when you look at the performance of state 
polls in the 2020 presidential election. 

The purpose of a polling average is to avoid some 
of the errors of individual polls by grouping a bunch 
of them together. So instead of looking at one or two 
particularly accurate or terrible polls, look at how the 
group performed. But some averages are better than 
others, and all can be wrong if the underlying polls 
they include are wrong. The following numbers from 
the 2020 race were compiled in a new article from the 
liberal Brookings Institution and apply to two of the 
averages, RealClearPolitics and FiveThirtyEight.

In Pennsylvania in 2020, the final RealClearPoli-
tics average had Joe Biden up by 1.2 points. The 
FiveThirtyEight average had Biden up by 4.7 points. 
The final result was Biden winning by 1.2 points 
— exactly what the RealClearPolitics average said. 
You can’t get better than that. On the other hand, 
FiveThirtyEight was pretty far off.

In Michigan, the final RealClearPolitics average 
had Biden leading by 1.5 points, while the FiveThir-
tyEight average had Biden up by 7.9 points. The final 
result was Biden winning by 2.7 points — OK for 
RealClearPolitics but again way off for FiveThir-
tyEight.

In Wisconsin, the final RealClearPolitics average 
had Biden up by 6 points, while FiveThirtyEight had 
Biden up by 8.4 points. The final result? Biden won 
by 0.7 points. Both averages were terribly wrong, 
although FiveThirtyEight was more terribly wrong 
than RealClearPolitics. Both averages were polluted 

by a late-in-the-race Washington Post-ABC 
News poll that showed Biden leading by 17 
points. It was the kind of error that should 
make pollsters retire in embarrassment. In 
any event, it contributed to a really inaccu-
rate average of a critical state’s polls before 
the election.

In North Carolina, the final RealClear-
Politics average had Trump leading by 0.2 
points, while the FiveThirtyEight average 
had Biden up by 1.8 points. The final result 
was Trump winning by 1.4 points. Neither 
average was miles off, except the FiveThir-
tyEight average got the winning candidate 
wrong.

In Georgia, the final RealClearPolitics average 
had Trump leading by 1.0 points, while the FiveThir-
tyEight average had Biden up by 1.2 points. The final 
result was Biden winning by 0.9 points — quite close 
for FiveThirtyEight, while the RealClearPolitics aver-
age got the winner wrong.

In Arizona, the final RealClearPolitics average 
had Biden up by 0.9 points, while the final FiveThir-
tyEight average had Biden leading by 2.6 points. The 
final result was Biden winning by 0.6 points.

Finally, in Nevada, the final RealClearPolitics 
average had Biden leading by 2.4 points, while the 
final FiveThirtyEight average had Biden up by 5.3 
points. The final result was Biden winning by 2.4 
points — another exact hit for RealClearPolitics but 
significantly off for FiveThirtyEight.

In the end, according to the Brookings calculation, 
the combined RealClearPolitics average missed a 
state’s final result by an average of 1.1 points, while 
the combined FiveThirtyEight average missed the 
final result by 2.1 points. (After all this, you can see 
why my column relies on the RealClearPolitics aver-
age, and not others, in analyzing various races.)

Now look at those numbers and apply them to 
today’s Harris-Trump race in the same seven states. 
Almost all of the poll averages are closer than the 
average error, even in the more accurate RealClear-
Politics average and certainly in the less accurate 
FiveThirtyEight average. There’s just no safe way to 
say who is leading right now, much less who will win 
in November. 

© 2024 BYRON YORK

Byron
York

Horrible memories 
of a horrible day

Sept. 11 anniversaries seem to 
come around faster and faster every 
year. For no apparent reason this one 
hit harder than most.

Tuesday evening, Larisa, our friend 
John and I were sitting on our patio 
chatting about our health and how 
long we would hold on to it. That led 
to discussion about our parents, both 
living and dead. Lots of laughter, tears 
and reflection.

I often think of the words Jim 
Valvano, the former basketball coach for North Carolina 
State, spoke shortly before he died of cancer. He gave 
us three simple keys. “Number one is laugh. You should 
laugh every day. Number two is think, you should spend 
some time in thought. And number three is you should 
have your emotions moved to tears ... If you laugh, you 
think and you cry, that’s a full day. That’s a heck of a 
day.”

Truer words were never spoken.
Yesterday I listened to 9/11 tributes on the radio dur-

ing my morning commute. Still in my mind set from the 
night before, it hit me.

It had been years since I relived the morning of 
Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2001. I was in charge of production 
at the Columbia City newspaper and we had an early 
morning press time.

Halfway through the run, our editor, Ruth, called to 
tell me a plane had hit the World Trade Center. I thought 
it was a joke. Ruth directed me to put her on hold and 
turn on the TV, which I did just in time to see the sec-
ond plane hit.

We put Tuesday’s newspaper together the night 
before so Ruth wasn’t in the office but was on her way. 
The entire office was huddled around a tiny TV in the 
conference room. Many were crying. Our vending 
machine guy, Mark, was in the back corner watching 
events unfold with us. At some point we decided it was 
time to rebuild that day’s newspaper and get back on the 
press. Events were changing minute by minute but we 
couldn’t wait for the day to slow down. A newspaper 
is said to be the first draft of history and it was time to 
get moving on that draft. Everyone wiped their tears, 
bottled up their emotions and got to work — it was a 
mad dash to get that newspaper printed.

I vividly remember watching Mark, still sitting there 
alone, trying to process the events in New York and the 
additional chaos of our newsroom in full-bore produc-
tion mode.

Once the newspaper was back on the press. We 
weren’t exactly sure what to do next. I remember sit-
ting by myself in complete silence for quite a while. 
Eventually it was time for each of us to flip the switch 
and process our emotions like the rest of the country.

Back to yesterday, I realized that I hadn’t spoken to 
Ruth in years. Time slips away from you so easily. I 
sent her and our then-publisher, BJ, a text letting them 
know about how I was feeling and how much I appreci-
ated working through such a traumatic event with both 
of them.

They had many of the same memories. Ruth noted 
that she had to keep her emotions in check while she 
sorted through hundreds of photos for the newspaper, 
trying not to see the humanity, but still seeing it. She did 
not remember Mark being there at all. It’s interesting 
how such a trivial detail stood out so vividly to me, but 
didn’t register at all with her.

BJ told me that each year he feels it as though it just 
happened. That singular event has forever bound that 
group together.

He is right. I feel the same. Coworkers have come 
and gone but that specific group has always been spe-
cial to me as well. I never put those two things together 
until yesterday.

Reaching out to a few of them was the best medicine 
for me on such a somber occasion.

That 24 hour period this week was a full day. It was a 
heck of a day. 

dougb@news-banner.com

Doug 
Brown
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All Sizes in Stock
Take Home Today

By Appointment:
Tues - Wed - Thurs

Showroom Open:
Fri & Sat 11am - 4pm

7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

Amy & Tracy Houtz  
260-227-2145

Family Owned 
& Operated
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Incredible Savings
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WE
CARRY

LIFT
CHAIRS

10 in Stock

Ask Us About Our
Adjustable 
Beds!

WE  HAVE
RECLINERS

Vaughan-Bassett 
Bedroom Furniture

Women of Wells 
Magazine

We would love your input!
Accepting

Local Stories of the fabulous 
women who have inspired you
Your favorite Recipes
Your craft ideas
Special interest articles
Local offerings for women all ages

Send Your Ideas, Stories & Content to 
jimc@news-banner or mail to 

Women of Wells Magazine 
Bluffton News-Banner
PO Box 436
Bluffton, IN 46714

• Health 
• Beauty 
• Entertainment 
• Hobbies

• Struggles
• Whatever you 

would like to 
share!

Plus

CoMing oCtober 2024
At left, Laurel Kershner (hold-
ing her prize book “Color 
Zoo”) is pictured with her 
mom Taylor.

The 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten program is 
sponsored by the United Way 
of Wells County, the Wells 
County Foundation and the 
Friends of the Library. The 
program not only helps pre-
pare children for school, but 
instills the value of reading 
and life-long learning. For 
more information visit the 
Wells County Public Library’s 
website at wellscolibrary.org 
and click on the “Children” 
section.

At right, Wade Moore 
(holding his prize book 

“Animals Living in 
Groups”) is pictured with 
his brother Cooper, par-

ents Trent and Caylynne, 
and sister McKenna.

1,000 BOOKS BEFORE KINDERGARTEN

Several children recently 
completed the 1,000 Books 
Before Kindergarten Program 
at the Wells County Public 
Library by reading and lis-
tening to 1,000 books with 
the help of family members. 
(Photos provided)

At left, Demi Fate (holding 
her prize book in the middle) 
is pictured with siblings, Zoie 
and Nico, and mom Kaylie.

At right, Mason and Emer-
son Dodge (holding their 

prize books “Welcome” and 
“Color Zoo”) are pictured 

with their brother Jackson, 
mom Sarah, big sister 

Addison, and dad Mikael.  

At left, Elijah Christman (hold-
ing his prize book “Peter and 
the Wolf”) is pictured with his 
sisters Makayla and Mack-
enzie, brother Levi, and his 
parents, Mallory and Brian.

Ossian Class of 1962 luncheon 
The Ossian High School Class of 1962 had a luncheon in August at the Tavern at Cov-
entry. Classmates attending in front row from left, Steve Venton, John Roembke and 
Rex Somers. Back row from left, Becky (Benson) Mawhorter, Lani (White) Mahnen-
smith and Lois (Hillsmier) Northrup. (Photo submitted)

Harvest Festival, a two day celebration 
of the American farm, will be held at Fort 
Wayne’s Salomon Farm Park on Sept. 27 and 
28. Admission is free with parking being $5.

Food, flowers, pumpkins, pony rides and 
face painting available for purchase. There 

will be wagon rides, a children’s maze and 
Barrel Train rides. 

Demonstrations include wheat threshing, 
saw mill, corn shredding and rock crushing.

Hours on Saturday are from 10 a.m. to 3  
p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Harvest Festival at Salomon Farm Park

Concerts on FW’s
Sweet Breeze

A series of concerts 
are being offered on Fort 
Wayne’s canal boat Sweet 
Breeze. Light refreshments 
are included.

The schedule includes:
• Dan Dickerson of Harp 

Condition & flautist Amber 
Fiechter: Saturday, Sept. 14; 
and 

• The Raging Bunch: Sat-
urday, Oct. 12.

Tickets may be purchased 
online at ridesweetbreeze.
com or call 2260-427-6000.

Swinney  
Homestead

On Sept. 21 and 22 the 
Swinney Homestead Set-
tler’s Pioneer Village will 
be set up at the Johnny 
Appleseed Festival in Fort 
Wayne. Entrance to the fes-
tival is free. Costumed Set-
tlers will be demonstrating a 
variety of historic hand arts, 
life skills and music. Hours 
on Saturday are from 10 
a.m. to 6  p.m. and on Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Knights shut out Bulldogs in 
Northeast 8 girls’ soccer

Norwell crushed the visiting New Haven 
Bulldogs 9-0 in girls’ soccer Wednesday 
night.

The Knights have now won four in a row, 
improving to a 6-4 record and 2-2 in North-
east 8 Conference play.

Grace Mann led the team with a hat trick 
and one assist. Karrigan Melcher, Kayleigh 
Hartup, Shae Brooks, Olivia Daniel, Elise 
Boomershine and Madison Mashuda all had 
one goal each. Other assists were by  Mag-
gie Neuenschwander and Ridley Sheets.

Abby Wagner, Neuenchwander and Gar-
ner all pitched the shut out as goalies.

Norwell will be at East Noble at 5:30 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 16.

Lions squeeze out girls’ 
golf win over Knights

Norwell was bareley defeated by 
Leo in girls golf, tying 194-194 but los-
ing in the tiebreaker at Timber Ridge on 
Wednesday.

The tiebreaker went to the fifth golfer’s 
score, and it was Annah Saylor topping Jor-
dyn Schroyer by three strokes.

Savanna Simerman split the medalist 
honors with Leo’s Alexa Bremer with 43s. 
The rest of the Knights were Ellie Gatton 
(47), Emma Burnau (51), Jessica Bynum 
(53) and Schroyer (58).

Norwell and Bluffton will meet at Tim-
ber Ridge next at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
12.

Tigers swept by Chargers in 
home boys’ tennis match
Bluffton fell in boys’ tennis at home 

against Carroll 5-0 on Wednesday.
The Tigers fall to 6-2 on the season.

Individual results:
• Andrew Jamison defeated Nolan Lam-

bert 6-0, 6-0 at No. 1 singles.
• Tim Croft defeated Anthony Hartman 

6-1, 6-1 at No. 2 singles.
• Alex Sznaza defeated Jacob Ribich 4-6, 

6-3, (10-8) at No. 3 singles.
• Sam Nietert and Sam Mettler defeated 

Ben Maggard and Coy Lantz 7-6 (7-5), 6-2 
at No. 1 doubles.

• Alex Holley and Jack Jones defeated 
Kade Abbett and Dane Schlagenhauf 6-4, 
6-2 at No. 2 doubles.

Bluffton also fell in the junior varsity 
match 7-1.

Results for JV:
• Reid Abbett (B) defeated Joe Peterson 

8-0.
• Boston Smith and Ethan Rattcliff 

defeated Alex Maggard and Lance Moser 
8-6.

• Aidan Trier and Brodey Edsall defeated 
Jed Logan/ and Jackson Meyer 8-2.

• Porter Johnson and Thomas Barker 
defeated Lincoln Rodgers and Braden Lem-
ler 8-4.

• Jasper Dolleni and Jack Hatfield defeat-
ed Grant Reifsteck and Graham Linderwell 
8-4.

• Aidan Trier and Brodey Edsall defeated 
Jared Moser and Jace Draper 8-2.

• Porter Johnson and Thomas Barker 
defeated Chase Houser and Carter Williams 
8-0.

• Jasper Dolleni and Jack Hatfield defeat-
ed Carter Lehman and Kenny Mercer 8-3.

Bluffton will start ACAC conference 
play at Jay County starting at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 12.

Knights topped by Barons 
in NE8 boys’ tennis match
Norwell fell 4-1 to DeKalb in Northeast 

8 Conference play in boys’ tennis at home 
on Wednesday.

The loss puts the Knights’ record to 5-4 
on the season.

Individual results:
• Oliver Derrow (D) defeated Gavin 

Reynolds 6-0, 6-1 at No. 1 singles.
• Braylon Troutt (N) defeated Luke Seiler 

6-1, 6-1 at No. 2 singles.
• Wyatt Knepper (D) defeated Landon 

Diver 6-2, 6-3 at No. 3 singles.
• Logan Hartsough and David Burton (D) 

defeated Eddie Archbold and Ayden Quinta-
nilla 6-3, 6-4 at No. 1 doubles.

• Kayden Palumbo and Will Arrney (D) 
defeated Rylan Heyerly and Ethan William-
son 7-5, 7-5 at No. 2 doubles.

Norwell won the junior varsity match 4-1 
as well.

Results for JV:
• Dylan Randol and Levi White (N) 

defeated Bryce Page and Luke Kressler 6-4.
• Liam Schattler (D) defeated Ryan 

Ewing 6-1.
• Nolan Snyder (D) defeated Greyson 

Chavis 7-6, 7-5.
• Liam Schattler (D) defeated Jesper 

Kreigh 6-3.
• Bryce Page and Luke Keesler (D) 

defeated Carter DeWeese and Brady Wat-
kins 6-3.

• Norwell will be at Bellmont at 4 :30 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 12.

Norseman defeat 
Knights in volleyball

Norwell’s volleyball team fell on the road 
to Northfield in four sets Wednesday night.

The Knights fell by scores of 23-25, 
25-16, 20-25 and 23-25. They’re now an 
even 7-7 on the season.

Stat leaders: Mekynzi Beck with nine 
kills (Jaycie Grzych eight), Autumn Lee five 
aces and 16 digs, Emma Vachon 27 assists 
and Izzy Anderson three blocks.

Norwell swept the junior varsity match 
2-0 (25-16, 25-22).

Norwell will be at Blackford at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 12.

Raiders split dual meet with 
Panthers in middle school XC

Southern Wells’ junior high cross country 
teams ran in a dual meet with Eastbrook on 
Wednesday.

The boys’ team had a perfect score, 
winning 15-46 over the Panthers. The top 
five finishers for the Raiders were Logan 
Leas, Rylan Leas, Chase Kirkwood, Colten 
Fiechter and Logan Rogers. Vance Moun-
sey and Rhett Tucker also finished in the 
top 10.

The girls fell in the race. Vance Aubree 
Neuenschwander placed second, while Ten-
ley Fiechter, Grace Rogers and Parker Bry-
ant finished in the top ten.

Sports Roundup

THURSDAY, SEPT. 12
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Luers, 7 

p.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Jay County, 5 

p.m.; Norwell at Bellmont, 4:30 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton, Norwell at Timber 

Ridge, 4:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Canter-
bury, 4:30 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: South Adams at Bluffton, 7 
p.m.; Norwell at Blackford, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 13
FOOTBALL: Woodlan at Bluffton, 7 p.m.; 

Norwell at Bellmont, 7 p.m.; Southern Wells 
at Wes-Del, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY,  SEPT. 14

BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Madison Grant 
Invitational, 9 a.m.

CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Bluffton, Nor-
well, Southern Wells at Wildcat Invitational, 9 
a.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton, Southern Wells at 
ACAC meet (Cross Creek), 2 p.m.; Norwell at 
NE8 meet (Cross Creek), 9 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Southern Wells at Lake-
land Christian, 3:30 p.m.

MONDAY, SEPT. 16
BOYS SOCCER: East Noble at Norwell, 7 

p.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Bluffton, 4:30 

p.m.

High School Calendar

By RYAN WALKER
Injuries crept up on the Norwell Knights 

yet again.
Three key players on the boys’ soccer 

team caused the team’s fifth-straight loss, 
falling 3-1 at New Haven in conference play 
Wednesday night.

Both teams were looking to get up off the 
mat in the Northeast 8 clash. Norwell’s 4-4 
record was once 4-0 to start the year (now 
0-3 NE8), and New Haven holding a 1-4 
record.

The Bulldogs, now 2-4, drilled the 
match’s first goal just two minutes in by 
striker Leonardo Diaz. They controlled pos-
session for the next 18 minutes, but Nor-
well, down three of its players, picked up 
the pace.

A few good stretches of possession 
turned into chances, and finally Zane Borne 
knotted things up at one goal apiece with 
7:40 remaining in the first half.

It was tied 1-1 at the break, and the 
Knights seemingly caught up with their 
opponent to have a standing chance.

After Norwell’s 4-0 record to open the 
season, it’s been a whirlwind. Starting 
defender Camden Fisher went down with 
an injury that will sideline him for most of 
the season. Forward Noah Schamerloh is 
also out for an extended period and was sup-
posed to be an X-factor on offense this sea-
son.

On top of those two, goaltender Philip 
Gaier was out due to illness. All three are 
important chunks to the team at all three lev-
els from offense to defense.

The past two games have been the most 
frustrating for head coach Kiel Nunn, when 
the Knights fell to Bellmont and Jay County 
4-2. Parts of the first half and most of the 
second half on Wednesday were a positive 
though for Nunn. 

“We’re starting to find those pieces,” 
Nunn said. “We’ve had about five or six dif-
ferent lineups trying to find what’s going to 
work. I think that’s what it comes down to 
is finding ourselves. When we play who we 
are and we pass and we possess that ball in 

the middle, then we’re fine. It’s just when 
we get frustrated and we get out of sorts, 
then we kind of give up possessions.”

The score remained tied for another 20 
minutes. Both schools exchanged attempts 
at each goaltender, but both, including first-
time goalie Jase Harmon for Norwell, stood 
firm.

That was until one of the worst possible 
ways to score happened.

New Haven’s Oscar Rivera from in front 
of midfield sent the ball soaring into the air 
toward the net. For it to be called an inten-
tional shot would be a long shot, but more-
so an arching pass. The ball was struck well 
and carried all the way to the top of the net, 
where it slid through the outstretched hands 
of Harmon and tucked away to the back of 
the net.

The Bulldogs cheered in astonishment at 
the goal after 23 minutes of hard work.

“That was a killer. It really was,” Nunn 
said. “It was a dagger because of the time 
that it happened later in the second half ... 
(Harmon) did what he could, he’s not in his 
normal position.”

Norwell wouldn’t have much of a chance 
after that, and credit to New Haven’s quick 
and pesky defense playing keep away.

With 10 seconds remaining, Diaz netted 
his second goal of the night for the official 
dagger to even their conference record to 
2-2.

Right now, Nunn is just trying to duct 
tape players together and compete at a 
high level in the time being. The game at 
New Haven showed that they are a talented 
group, but are looking forward to getting 
back to full strength when the Knights were 
4-0.

“I think if I’m really honest with our 
guys, there’s probably two losses that I’m 
not happy with, but I get it,” Nunn said. 
“But the other two, we were just trying to 
figure out who we are, and I think we’re 
slowly starting to figure that out.”

Norwell will be at Bishop Luers at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 12.

ryan@news-banner.com

New Haven’s Leonardo Diaz (left) plays keepaway from Norwell defender Connor Reed 
Wednesday night at the Bulldog’s home turf field. The Bulldogs ran away from the Knights to 
win 3-1 with Diaz’s two goals. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Knights’ Asher Knell (right) presents the ball to Bulldogs’ Oscar Rivera during the match. Rivera 
got the go-ahead goal late in the second half to seal the victory.

Rivera’s wacky goal leads 
Bulldogs over the injury 
riddled Knights in soccer

(Continued on Page 7)

Southern Wells’ Logan Leas, Rylan Leas, Chase Kirkwood, Colten Fiechter all pose post-race 
with its ribbons won for their performances at Wednesday night’s race with Eastbrook. The top 
five finishers all came from the Raiders. (Photo submitted)



FOOTBALL
NFL

Monday’s Games
San Francisco 32, N.Y. Jets 19

Thursday, Sept. 12
Buffalo at Miami, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 15
Cleveland at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Dallas, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Seattle at New England, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Detroit, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Cincinnati at Kansas City, 4:25 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
Chicago at Houston, 8:20 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 16
Atlanta at Philadelphia, 8:15 p.m.

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-New York	 30	 6	 .833	 —
x-Connecticut	 26	 10	 .722	 4
x-Indiana	 19	 18	 .514	 11½
Chicago	 13	 23	 .361	 17
Atlanta	 12	 24	 .333	 18
Washington	 12	 24	 .333	 18

WESTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-Minnesota	 27	 9	 .750	 —
x-Las Vegas	 23	 13	 .639	 4
x-Seattle	 21	 14	 .600	 5½
x-Phoenix	 17	 19	 .472	 10
Dallas	 9	 27	 .250	 18
Los Angeles	 7	 29	 .194	 20
x-clinched playoff spot

Tuesday’s Games
Minnesota 76, Atlanta 64
New York 105, Dallas 91
Connecticut 86, Los Angeles 66

Wednesday’s Games
Las Vegas 86, Indiana 75
Washington 89, Chicago 58
Seattle at Los Angeles, late

Thursday’s Games
New York at Dallas, 8 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
New York	 84	 62	 .575	 —
Baltimore	 83	 64	 .565	 1½
Boston	 74	 72	 .507	 10
Tampa Bay	 71	 75	 .486	 13
Toronto	 69	 78	 .469	 15½

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Cleveland	 84	 62	 .575	 —
Kansas City	 80	 67	 .544	 4½
Minnesota	 78	 68	 .534	 6
Detroit	 75	 71	 .514	 9
Chicago	 33	 114	 .224	 51½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Houston	 77	 68	 .531	 —
Seattle	 73	 72	 .503	 4
Texas	 70	 76	 .479	 7½
Oakland	 64	 82	 .438	 13½
Los Angeles	 60	 86	 .411	 17½

Tuesday’s Games
Detroit 11, Colorado 0
Philadelphia 9, Tampa Bay 4
Kansas City 5, N.Y. Yankees 0
Baltimore 5, Boston 3
Toronto 6, N.Y. Mets 2
Minnesota 10, L.A. Angels 5
Cleveland 5, Chicago White Sox 0
Oakland 4, Houston 3, 12 innings
Arizona 6, Texas 0
San Diego 7, Seattle 3

Wednesday’s Games
Cleveland 6, Chicago White Sox 4
N.Y. Mets 6, Toronto 2
Arizona 14, Texas 4
Philadelphia 3, Tampa Bay 2
Detroit 7, Colorado 4
Minnesota 6, L.A. Angels 4
Boston 5, Baltimore 3, 10 innings
N.Y. Yankees 4, Kansas City 3, 11 

innings
Oakland 5, Houston 4
San Diego at Seattle, late

Thursday’s Games
Colorado (Feltner 2-10) at Detroit 

(Skubal 16-4), 1:10 p.m.
Oakland (Spence 7-9) at Houston 

(Valdez 14-6), 2:10 p.m.
Boston (Criswell 6-4) at N.Y. Yan-

kees (Cortes 9-10), 7:15 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Pepiot 8-6) at Cleve-

land (Williams 3-8), 7:15 p.m.
Texas (Rocker 0-0) at Seattle (Miller 

11-8), 9:40 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Philadelphia	 88	 58	 .603	 —
New York	 80	 66	 .548	 8
Atlanta	 79	 67	 .541	 9
Washington	 65	 80	 .448	 22½
Miami	 54	 92	 .370	 34

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 83	 61	 .576	 —
Chicago	 75	 70	 .517	 8½
St. Louis	 73	 72	 .503	 10½
Cincinnati	 71	 76	 .483	 13½
Pittsburgh	 70	 76	 .479	 14

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Los Angeles	 86	 59	 .593	 —
Arizona	 82	 64	 .562	 4½
San Diego	 82	 64	 .562	 4½
San Francisco	71	 74	 .490	 15
Colorado	 54	 92	 .370	 32½

Tuesday’s Games
Detroit 11, Colorado 0
Pittsburgh 6, Miami 4
Atlanta 12, Washington 0

Philadelphia 9, Tampa Bay 4
Toronto 6, N.Y. Mets 2
Cincinnati 3, St. Louis 0
Milwaukee 3, San Francisco 2
Arizona 6, Texas 0
San Diego 7, Seattle 3
Chicago Cubs 6, L.A. Dodgers 3

Wednesday’s Games
Pittsburgh 3, Miami 1
N.Y. Mets 6, Toronto 2
Arizona 14, Texas 4
Philadelphia 3, Tampa Bay 2
Washington 5, Atlanta 1
Detroit 7, Colorado 4
St. Louis 2, Cincinnati 1
San Diego at Seattle, late
Milwaukee at San Francisco, late
Chicago Cubs at L.A. Dodgers, late

Thursday’s Games
Colorado (Feltner 2-10) at Detroit 

(Skubal 16-4), 1:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (TBD) at St. Louis (Gray 

12-9), 1:15 p.m.
Miami (McCaughan 0-0) at Washing-

ton (Parker 7-9), 6:45 p.m.
Milwaukee (Montas 6-10) at San 

Francisco (Birdsong 3-5), 9:45 p.m.

Midwest League
Midwest League Playoff Glance
(x-if necessary)
Division Series
East Division
Lake County 1, Dayton 0
Tuesday, Sept. 10: Lake County 4, 

Dayton 3
Thursday, Sept. 12: Dayton at Lake 
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•  Easy Financing Options
•  Accepting most Dental Insurance Plans Including Delta Dental 

Premier, HIP2.0 and Medicaid

•  General Dentistry
•  Sedation Dentistry

•  Root Canals
•  Immediate Dentures

•  Wisdom Teeth
Removal

HAPPY FALL! 
BRUSH 

THEM 
ALL!

HAPPY FALL! 
BRUSH 

THEM 
ALL!

SAME DAY EMERGENCY EXAMS

DETAILED DENTAL CARE

DR. HOTT

hottfamilydentistry.com

706 North Main Street,
Blu� ton, Indiana

Call Dr. Hott
260-824-2442

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

UTV

Motorcycle 
Sound 
Systems

Marine

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

News-Banner Scoreboard

Tigers dismantle Starfires 
in middle school football

Bluffton shut out South Adams in both 
eighth and seventh grade football competi-
tions Tuesday night.

The eighth grade team won 36-0 and is 
now 3-0 on the season. Chase Kistler went 
for 181 on the ground for three touchdowns 
on 13 carries. Quarterback Ethan Ribich 
threw 4-6 for 55 yards and a touchdown. 
Maddox White was the recipient of three 
catches, going for 62 yards and a score.

Ribich also went 3-5 on extra points.
On defense, Jabraylon Harner had a 

pick six for the Tigers. Wyatt Holmes led 
the way with four tackles, and three tackles 
each from White, Croy Stout and Kistler. 
That defense allowed only 34 total yards of 
offense on 29 plays.

In the seventh grade game, the Tigers 
won 34-0 and is now 2-1 on the season.

Davin Drayer rushed for 136 yards and 
three touchdowns on only eight attempts. 
Riker Beste also scored on the ground. 
Kreigh Ault at quarterback completed two 
of his three passes for 37 yards and a score. 
Bear Sprunger caught the touchdown pass 

and had 37 yards, while Easton Schipper 
caught one pass for 26 yards.

Kole Kiefer went 2-3 on extra points.
Maddox Kauffman had a sack and three 

tackles to lead the defense, while Beste had 
three tackles.

The defense forced the Starfires to -26 
total yards on 17 plays.

Knights split  in middle school 
football to Braves

Norwell’s middle school football teams 
split against Bellmont in football on Tues-
day.

The Knights seventh grade team shut 
out the Braves 19-0, while the eighth grade 
team fell 26-14.

Knights sweep Barons in 
middle school volleyball

Norwell won both middle school games 
against DeKalb on Tuesday.

In the eighth grade match, the Knights 
won 2-1 (23-25, 25-11 and 15-13). The team 
is now 4-1 on the season.

The seventh grade team won 25-21, 
25-15 in straight sets and is still an unbeaten 
5-0 on the season.

Sports Roundup
(Continued from Page 6)

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer

Rory McIlroy doesn’t view the made-
for-TV match between stars from the PGA 
Tour and LIV Golf as a message, more like 
a glimpse of the possibilities of what can 
happen, and what has been missing in golf 
since the great divide.

McIlroy and Scottie Scheffler are play-
ing against Brooks Koepka and Bryson 
DeChambeau in December in Las Vegas. 
The only times they have competed in 
the same field this year were in the four 
majors.

McIlroy, once a fierce opponent of 
Saudi-funded LIV Golf, has been bullish 
about finding a solution to bring the top 
players together more often. He has was 
on the PGA Tour board for a year, resigned 
and now is part of a negotiating commit-
tee.

“It’s more we wanted to do something 
that, I guess, all golf fans could get excited 
about,” McIlroy said Wednesday ahead of 
the Irish Open. “It’s a way to show golf 
fans in the world that this is what could 
happen or these are the possibilities going 
forward. I’ve been saying this for a long 
time. I think golf and golf fans (should) 
get to see us together more than four times 
a year.

“I think we all thought it was a good 
idea and something that hopefully is a sign 
of things to come in the future.”

A flight-tracking website reported that 
private planes of the PGA Tour and Aram-
co, formally known as the Saudi Arabian 
Oil Co., were in the New York area, and 
ESPN reported more meetings between 
the PGA Tour and the Public Investment 
Fund of Saudi Arabia. Tiger Woods also 
was in New York, first for a charity event.

“I don’t know much about the talks 
that are going on. I know that there is, but 

that’s not something that I’m a part of,” 
McIlroy said. “I think we are all in the 
game of golf trying to look for a solution 
to all this and try to move forward.”

The PGA Tour starts the fall portion 
of its schedule, while LIV Golf wraps up 
its regular season at a public course in the 
Chicago suburbs. Jon Rahm, who signed 
with LIV in December, has a slight lead in 
the bid for the individual title and an $18 
million bonus.

Still unclear is Rahm’s status with the 
Ryder Cup. He is required to play four 
European tour events to maintain his 
membership — the Olympics count as 
one — and Rahm says he has entered the 
Spanish Open next week.

But he is required to pay fines for play-
ing LIV events against European tour 
events.

“Still talking to the DP World Tour. 
I intend to play in Spain,” Rahm said 
Wednesday ahead of LIV Golf Chicago. 
“We entered a long time ago. Whether they 
let me play or not is a different thing. I’m 
not a big fan of the fines. I think I’ve been 
outspoken about that. I don’t intend to pay 
the fines, and we keep trying to have a dis-
cussion with them about how we can make 
this happen.”

Rahm said the European tour would be 
doing Spanish golf a disservice by not let-
ting him play.

The European tour said in a statement: 
“Jon has outstanding sanctions for breach-
es of the DP World Tour’s conflicting tour-
nament regulation. Until those outstanding 
sanctions are resolved, he is ineligible to 
play in a DP World Tour event.”

As for the PGA Tour-LIV match in Las 
Vegas, Rahm said he would be happy to be 
part of a similar event in the future.

“I think we could do some special 
things having both tours,” he said.

By STEVE MEGARGEE 
AP Sports Writer

GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) — Green Bay 
Packers coach Matt LaFleur still isn’t ruling 
out the possibility Jordan Love could play 
Sunday against the Indianapolis Colts as the 
quarterback recovers from a knee injury that 
has kept him from practicing.

Love injured his left medial collateral liga-
ment Friday on the third-to-last play of the 
Packers’ season-opening 34-29 loss to the 
Philadelphia Eagles in Brazil. LaFleur said 
Love doesn’t necessarily have to practice this 
week to be ready to play in Sunday’s game.

“But at the same time, like I told you 
guys, he’s got to be cleared,” LaFleur said. 
“We’ve got to feel like he can protect him-
self, and he’s got to be confident enough to 
go out there and do that. Until that happens, 
we are not even going to think about that.”

While Love continues his recovery, 
Malik Willis is preparing for the likelihood 
he will start a game for Green Bay less than 
three weeks after the Packers acquired him 
from the Tennessee Titans.

Willis was asked Wednesday how much 
of the playbook he knows.

“I’m not sure I’d put a percentage on it,” 
Willis said. “Just trying to, whatever we 
have in each day, try to come in, diagnose 
it, study it the night before and be able to go 
out there and execute.”

LaFleur compared the situation to his 
2018 stint as Tennessee’s offensive coordi-
nator, when the Titans turned to Blaine Gab-
bert after starting quarterback Marcus Mari-
ota got injured in the season opener.

At least in that instance, Gabbert had 
been with the Titans throughout training 
camp. The Packers just added Willis in a 
trade that was finalized Aug. 27.

Willis’ only three previous career starts 
came as a rookie with Tennessee in 2022. 
The Titans went 1-2 in those games, and 
Willis didn’t top 100 yards passing in any of 
them.

He went 6 of 10 for 55 yards with an 
interception in a 17-10 victory at Houston, 
a game in which Tennessee attempted only 
one pass after halftime. He was 5 of 16 for 
80 yards with no touchdown passes or inter-
ceptions in a 20-17 overtime loss at Kansas 
City. And he was 14 of 23 for 99 yards with 
two interceptions and no touchdown passes 
in a 19-14 home loss to the Texans.

“I wasn’t ready yet, but I had to go in,” 
Willis said Wednesday of that rookie experi-
ence. “I’m a different player than then.”

Willis said he has learned plenty since 
and is more prepared for this second chance 
to start. Willis credits the way he worked 
last year while appearing in only three 
games as a reserve.

“You just prepare until you get an oppor-
tunity,” said Willis, a 2022 third-round 
pick from Liberty. “That’s the way this 
league works. You’ve got guys like Tay-
lor Heinicke, you’ve got guys all over the 
league that have been in positions where 
they weren’t starting or they weren’t play-
ing, and they just continued to work and 
work and work. And when they get the 
opportunity, they can put something good 
on tape. That’s all you want to do, is put 
something good on tape for yourself and the 
opportunity to go out and perform the best 
that you can.”

The Titans deemed Willis expendable 
after Mason Rudolph beat him out for the 
right to back up Will Levis. The Packers 
then acquired Willis for a 2025 seventh-
round pick.

Little did they know at the time how soon 
they’d need him.

Green Bay’s receivers say they have faith 
in Willis. Dontayvion Wicks says he already 
was familiar with him because they attended 
nearby colleges, with Wicks at Virginia and 
Willis at Liberty. Jayden Reed said he was 
impressed once he saw Willis’ passes

“That he could spin it, that was just my 
first thought when I first saw him throw the 
ball,” Reed said.

The real chance to make an impression 
should come Sunday. Willis is working 
overtime trying to establish a rhythm with 
these teammates he’s just getting to know.

“At the end of the day, the reality is I 
just got here, so it’s going to be a little bit 
in overdrive, not (like) a normal week as if 
I’ve been here the whole time,” Willis said. 
“But we’re definitely going to be taking it 
day by day and just doing what we can each 
day to prepare ourselves for Sunday.”

NOTES: Love was the only Packer who 
didn’t practice at all Wednesday. CB Corey 
Ballentine (oblique), DL Kenny Clark (toe), 
RB Josh Jacobs (back) and RB MarShawn 
Lloyd (hamstring) were limited. Lloyd 
didn’t play against the Eagles.

Packers aren’t ruling out QB 
Jordan Love for Colts game even 
as backup prepares to start

McIlroy says PGA-LIV exhibition 
match offers glimpse of possibilities

NASCAR CUP SERIES
Go Bowling at The Glen

Site: Watkins Glen, New York.
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 11:30 p.m.; qualifying, 1 

p.m.; Sunday, race, 3 p.m. (USA Network).
Track: Watkins Glen International.
Last race: Two-time Cup Series champion Joey Logano 

began his try for a third title in strong fashion with a win in 
Atlanta and advanced him into the round of 12. Logano got 
a push from Team Penske teammate and defending champi-
on Ryan Blaney on a final restart and took the checkered flag 
in overtime when a crash on the last lap ended the race with 
Logano out front. Daniel Suarez was second, Blaney third and 
Christopher Bell fourth.

Next race: Sept. 22, Bristol, Tennessee.
NASCAR XFINITY SERIES

Mission 200 at the Glen
Site: Watkins Glen, New York.
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 9:30 a.m.; qualifying, 10 

a.m.; race, 3 p.m. (USA Network)
Next race: Sept. 21, Bristol, Tennessee.

NASCAR TRUCK SERIES
Next race: Sept. 19, Bristol, Tennessee.

FORMULA 1
Azerbaijan Grand Prix

Site: Baku, Azerbaijan.
Schedule: Friday, practice 1, 5:30 a.m.; practice 2, 9 a.m.; 

Saturday, practice, 4:30 p.m.; qualifying, 8 a.m.; Sunday, race, 
7 p.m. (ESPN).

Next race: Sept. 22, Singapore.
INDYCAR

Big Machine Music City Grand Prix
Site: Lebanon, Tennessee.
Schedule: Saturday, practice 1, 11 a.m.; qualifying, 2:15 

p.m.; practice 2, 5:15 p.m.; Sunday, race, 3 p.m. (NBC).
Last race: There was an unexpected winner in the Truck 

Series’ opening playoff race with 22-year-old Layne Riggs 
winning his first ever race at the Milwaukee Mile three weeks 
ago. Riggs was not part of the 10-team playoff chase, but he 
held off championship contender Ty Majeski for the victory.

Pep Boys NHRA Nationals, Mohnton, Pennsylvania.
Next event: Sept. 20-22, Concord, North Carolina.

WORLD OF OUTLAWS
Nashville West Showdown, Bakersfield, CA; Federated 

Auto Parts Yosemite Showdown, Merced, CA.
Next events: Sept. 20-21, Tulare, California.
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EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

BLUFFTON POLICE DE-

PARTMENT Now Hiring! The
Bluffton Police Department is
accepting applications for the
position of police officer. Appli-
cant must be 21 years of age
by close of application date,
but less than 40; have a high
school diploma; two-year col-
lege degree or equivalent (60
hours), or three years of work
experience in police related
field or an ILEA Basic gradu-
ate or equivalent. Must provide
college transcripts. Applicant
must possess and maintain a
valid Indiana driver's license
and responsible work experi-
ence. Applicant must pass a
background investigation, writ-
ten test, physical agility test,
oral interview, voice stress ex-
amination, required statewide
baseline physical and psycho-
logical examination and drug
test. Applications may be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office, 128 E Market
St, Bluffton, IN, between the
hours of 8 am-4:30 pm Mon-
Fri. or online at
blufftonindiana.net. If you have
questions about the applica-
tion process, you may call the
Bluffton Police Department at
260-824-3320, Kyle Randall,
Chief of Police. Last day to ac-
cept applications will be
September 30, 2024

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by
September 13th, 2024.

NEED MORE EMPLOYEES?

Place a 20 word, line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner office, (260)
824-0224, 125 N. Johnson St.,
or www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

BEST-ONE OF MONROE is
looking for individuals to per-
form tire related services as
AG Tire Technicians. Duties
include, but not limited to,
mounting, balancing, rotating,
and repairing AG Tires. This is
a fast paced, strong customer
service mindset and the ability
to communicate with team
members and customers ef-
fectively is a must. High
School diploma or equivalent;
valid driver's license; frequent
lifting up to 75 pounds. Previ-
ous experience appreciated,
but not required. Please for-
ward resume and/or applica-
tion to HCook@bestoneofmon
roe.com. We are an Equal
Opportunity Affirmative Action
Employer.

RENTALS
Apartments for Rent
BLUFFTON SENIOR VILLAS

55+ Affordable Apartments
1 & 2 Bedroom Units Available

Call 260-824-5820

Lottery Numbers

Public Notices

Read & recycle

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 17-32-33-35-

38
Lotto Plus — 3-13-18-

31-39-42
Cash4Life — 13-27-41-

47-53, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 

4-5-7-9-12-13-15-17-29-31-
35-41-44-46-47-49-52-54-
59-69, BE: 46

Daily Three-Midday — 
01-03-02, SB: 02

Daily Three-Evening — 
5-1-2, SB: 8

Daily Four-Midday — 
3-5-0-7, SB: 2

Daily Four-Evening — 
5-1-2-1, SB: 8

Quick Draw Evening 
— 2-3-6-12-32- 5-36-42-46-
52-54-60-61-62-67-68-69-
71-74-75, BE: 3

Hoosier Lotto — 8-24-
26-36-37-40

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $20 million
POWERBALL

10-12-55-65-67 Power-
ball: 3; Power Play: x3
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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& Deeds

A��rne� 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN 46777

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
Pursuant to Indiana Code § 

6-1.1-20-5, notice is hereby given 
that the Board of School Trustees 
of the Norwell Community Schools 
has preliminarily determined to 
issue bonds in one or more series 
in the aggregate amount not to 
exceed $3,280,000 to fund the pro-
posed renovation of and improve-
ments to facilities throughout the 
School Corporation, including site 
improvements and the purchase of 
equipment, technology and buses.

Dated: September 5, 2024
	 /s/ Secretary, 
	 Board of School Trustees

Norwell Community Schools
oj, nb 9/5, 9/12

hspaxlp

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
AREA PLAN COMMISSION 

09/06/2024
Notice is hereby given that the 

AREA PLAN COMMISSION will 
hold a Public Hearing in Confer-
ence Room 105 in the Wells Carn-
egie Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St., in the City of Bluff-
ton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on the 
26th day of September, 2024, for 
the purpose of reviewing and hear-
ing comments on the petition(s) 
listed below.

1. Request of Ian Walters, 5841 
W 800 N, Markle, IN 46770 for the 
purpose of a Development Plan.

	 Current Zoning: A-1
	 Proposed Development 

Plan: Proposed LP Storage Tank 
and stone lot.

	 Common Location: The 
subject property is located at 5841 
W 800 N, Markle, Indiana. 46770

	 Brief Legal: The subject 
property is described as 30 acres 
in the SW/4 19-28N-11E in Union 
Township of Wells County.

2. Request of Chas M & Chris-
ten L Fiechter, 227 Leslie Ave., 
West Lafayette, IN 47906 for the 
purpose of a Rezoning.

	 Current Zoning: A-1
	 Proposed Rezoning: B-3
	 Common Location: The 

subject property is located at east 
of 5049 N SR 1, Ossian, Indiana. 
46777

	 Brief Legal: The subject 
property is described as 3 acres of 
the 64.72 acres SW/4 3-27N-12E 
in Lancaster Township of Wells 
County.

3. Request of Wells County 
Area Plan Commission, 223 W 
Washington St., Room 211, Bluff-
ton, IN 46714 for the purpose of 
a  Wells County Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment.

	 Geographic Area Affect-
ed: This potential ordinance revi-
sion affects all of Wells County, IN 
including incorporated areas that 
are under the jurisdiction of the 
Area Plan Commission.

	 Subject Matter: Update to 
the Heavy Industrial (I-2) Defini-
tion.

	 Examination of Proposal: 
The proposed amendments will 
be available for examination at the 
Wells County Area Plan Commis-
sion office located at 223 Washing-
ton St. Bluffton, Indiana 46714.

	 Written Objections: Writ-
ten objections to the proposal that 
are filed with the secretary of the 
commission will be heard at the 
public hearing.

	 Oral Comment: Oral com-
ments on the proposal will be at 
the public hearing.

	 Continuation: The pub-
lic hearing can be continued from 
time to time as may be found nec-
essary.

4. Request of Wells County 
Area Plan Commission, 223 W 
Washington St., Room 211, Bluff-
ton, IN 46714 for the purpose of a 
Rezoning.

	 Current Zoning: A-R
	 Proposed Rezoning: I-1
	 Common Location: The 

subject property is located at Lan-
caster St., Bluffton, Indiana. 46714 
and is owned by Almco Steel Prod-
ucts Corporation.

	 Brief Legal: The subject 
property is described as 34.5 acres 
of the 38.82 acres SW/4 33-27N-
12E in Lancaster Township of 
Wells County.

Dated this 6 day of September, 
2024

	 WELLS COUNTY AREA 
	 PLAN COMMISSION 

Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., 
	 Director

oj, nb 9/12
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

09/06/2024
Notice is hereby given that the 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
will hold a Public Hearing in Con-
ference Room 105 in the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, 223 
W. Washington St., in the City of 
Bluffton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. 
on the 24th day of September, 
2024, for the purpose of review-
ing and hearing comments on the 
petition(s) listed below.

1. Request of Jason & Cassan-
dra Meyer, 208 Bittersweet Lane, 
Ossian, IN 46777 for the purpose 
of a Special Exception.

Current Zoning: R-1
Proposed Special Exception: 

To allow 2 apartments to be locat-
ed within the existing structure.

Common Location:  The 
subject property is located along 
10350 N SR 1, Ossian, Indiana. 
46777

Brief Legal: The subject proper-
ty is described as Lots 6-8 of D.W. 
Hoopingarner Subdivision in the 
SE/4 9-28N-12E in Jefferson Town-
ship of Wells County.

Dated this 6th day of Septem-
ber, 2024

	 WELLS COUNTY BOARD 
	 OF ZONING APPEALS 

Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., 
	 Director

oj, nb 9/12
hspaxlp

Public Notice
In accordance with IC 3-11-

14.5 and IC 3-11-13-22; 3-11-13-
23; 3-11-13-24; 3-11-13-25; 3-11-
13-26 A Public Test will be held 
at the Wells County Clerk’s Office 
located at 102 W Market St. Suite 
201, Bluffton, IN 46714 on Octo-
ber 1, 2024 at 2:00PM. This will 
be a test of the Electronic Voting 
System and the Automatic Tabu-
lating Machine to ascertain that 
the machines and the components 
of the voting system will correctly 
count and tabulate the votes cast 
for all candidates and/or public 
questions for the 2024 General 
Election.

Beth Davis
Wells County Clerk

oj, nb 9/12
hspaxlp

90C01-2409-EU-000028
STATE OF INDIANA 	 )

	 ) SS:
COUNTY OF WELLS )

	 IN THE WELLS
SUPERIOR COURT

	 2024 TERM
IN THE MATTER OF 	)
THE ESTATE OF	 )
STEPHEN SHAVER, )
deceased 	 )

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Jada Haldeman was on the 9th day 
of September 2024, appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the estate 
of Stephen Shaver, deceased, who 
died on January 20, 2024.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the clerk of this court with-
in three (3) months from the date of 
the first publication of this notice, 
or within nine (9) months after the 
decedent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
9th day of September, 2024.

Clerk, Wells Superior Court
	 By Beth Davis
	 Deputy

/s/ Cassee L Vivian
Cassee L. Vivian, Attorney for Per-
sonal Representative
221 NW Fifth Street
Evansville, Indiana 47708
cassee.vivian@jacksonkelly.com
Indiana Attorney Number 35285-82

nb 9/12, 9/19
hspaxlp

VEHICLES
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

AUCTIONS
Auctions

414 N MERIDIAN ST. PORT-
LAND, IN 47371 3 RING AUC-
TION - SEPT. 14TH -
BRICKER AUCTION HOUSE
Huge 3 ring auction on
September 14th located at the
Bricker Auction House in Port-
land, IN next to Wendy's. Ring
1 is live only @9:00, ring 2 is
simulcast @10:00, ring 3 is
live only at 11:00. Sep. 14 9:00
AM-4:00 PM Rain or Shine

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

Help Wanted

Services

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

FRIDAY, SEPT. 13, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 14,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 2730 E 1050
N, Ossian. Tables, chairs, so-
fa, misc.

3 SALES - 1520, 1703 & 1725
Sutton Circle Dr., Bluffton.
Antiques, Collectibles, Boys
3T-5T, Toys, Christmas,
Household, Lot of Misc. Sept.
12th & 13th 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

HUGE END OF season
garage sale Sept. 13 & 14, 8-
4, 4900 W 200 S, Liberty Cen-
ter. Chest freezer, furniture, 2
dryers, puzzles, wedding dec-
orations, kids & adult clothes,
toys, new water softener, wick-
er furniture, doors & windows,
exercise equipment & misc.

3825 E 200 S ARNOLD/AN-
DERSON ANNUAL SALE
Boys Newborn-6M, 4T & 7-10.
Girls 3-4T & 7-10. Womans S
& M also Maternity L.
Home Decor, Entertainment
Center, Wingback Chairs,
Wheelbarrow & Pull behind
Garden wagon Sep. 13 8:00
AM-5:00 PM, Sep. 14 8:00 AM
-12:00 PM Rain or Shine

405 LINNWOOD DR.
BLUFFTON MULTIFAMILY
GARAGE SALE Clothes (most
$1 or less) size 6/7 -16 Boys
and girls, womens clothes,
toys, games, bookshelves,
metal bunkbed, something for
everyone! No reasonable offer
refused! Sep. 13 9:00 AM-5:00
PM, Sep. 14 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
Rain or Shine

NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money 
saving offer – zero down, zero 
payments, zero interest for 
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is 
valid for select models. Labor 
not included. Other restrictions 
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (I)

Follow us at... twitter.com/newsbanner
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Is my relationship doomed?
Dear Annie: My boyfriend and I 

have been in a relationship for 10 years. 
We’ve had a lot of trials but always 
managed to hold onto each other and 
weather the storms. The last major trial 
was that I cheated on him with one of 
our best friends. I feel terrible about 
it; in fact, I think I may have managed 
to break my heart more than my boy-
friend’s. Anyway, he says that he still 
loves me, and we’re still together. But 
we no longer share a bed; we no lon-
ger share much of anything, honestly, 
except a roof and a rare romantic night 
now and then. Should I let him go or just 
give him more time to truly forgive me? 
I love this man beyond measure, but if 
I’m destined to be hurt, I’d like to just 
get it over with now. — Guilt-Ridden 
Boyfriend

Dear Guilt-Ridden: Betrayal hurts. 
Sometimes it inflicts wounds too deep 
for either partner to adequately treat 
on his or her own, no matter how badly 
they want to make it better. A couples 
therapist can help you begin the real 
healing. Make an appointment today.

Dear Annie: Long story short, my 
husband has one sister who just thinks 
that she can do no wrong. “Kathy” and 
her husband are very strict with their 
kids and think we are not strict enough 
with ours. I hear through the grape-
vine that Kathy says nasty things about 
my parenting style. My daughter had a 
boyfriend when she was 14, and Kathy 
didn’t approve of that. But as long as 
her parents (us) know, then what does it 
matter to her? In my view, Kathy needs 
to tend to her own family, who are far 
from perfect — believe me. I just want 
her to mind her own business and keep 
her thoughts to herself because what we 
do at our house is under our roof. No 
one pays the bills here but my husband, 
and I couldn’t care less about what oth-
ers think. Why does she think it’s her 
place to constantly criticize our family? 
— Big Sigh

Dear Big Sigh: It’s interesting that 
you say you couldn’t care less what any-

one thinks, when 
your entire letter 
says otherwise. 
Quit letting Kathy 
live rent-free in 
your head. Ask the 
messenger to stop 
relaying her sup-
posed opinions to 
you. For all you 
know, this person 
could be mischar-
acterizing her 
statements just 
to gin up drama. 
In any case, you 
know that you’re 
taking care of your 
own, and that’s what matters. 

Dear Annie: I am a licensed profes-
sional counselor who has a private prac-
tice in Oklahoma. I read the letter from 
“Twice Bitten,” who was terrified to kiss 
women after his last girlfriend intention-
ally bit his tongue just to be abusive. 
You recommended that he go to therapy 
to help process the abusive relationship, 
and I appreciated that, as I feel that it’s 
always good to seek professional help 
when needed. But I wanted to add that 
sometimes when a person rethinks what 
happened, they can look at it from a dif-
ferent perspective, and it helps control 
their reactive emotions connected to the 
issue. “Twice Bitten” might want to con-
sider this aspect. As long as you allow 
your ex’s actions to affect your thought 
process and reactions, they are control-
ling you. I absolutely do not allow this 
in my life by simply thinking about 
them controlling me and telling myself 
no one has the right to do that. This 
doesn’t always work, but you’d be sur-
prised how often it does. — Kathi H.

Dear Kathi: Sometimes, little adjust-
ments to our thought patterns really can 
make a big impact. Thanks for sharing 
your professional insights. 

Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

D I V E R S I O N S THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2024 • The News-Banner • Page 9

The LOCKHORNSSuffering comes 
in all forms

TV & Entertainment Weekly | September 7 - 13, 2024 14 | Thursday prime time

09/12 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63 
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince (N) 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Perry 
Stone 

Life Today 
with 

Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Today 
With God 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Big Brother (L) (N) Young 
Sheldon 

Ghosts Fire Country "Like 
Breathing Again" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20 
Chicago P.D. "Trigger" Chicago P.D. "Black and 

Blue" 
Chicago P.D. "Descent" Chicago P.D.

"Brotherhood" 
Chicago P.D. "Trust" Chicago P.D. "Outrage" Chicago P.D. "Night in 

Chicago" 
Chicago P.D. "Ties That 
Bind" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Press Your Luck Lucky 13 "Doubling 
Down" (N) 

Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8 14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Got Talent "Semi-Finals 
Results" (L) (N) 

Throwback 
(N) 

Lopez vs 
Lopez 

Law & Order: SVU
"Children of Wolves" 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Bob Hearts 
Abishola 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "DNA: 
Outrageous Results" 

TMZ Live (N) TMZ (N) True Crime 
News (N) 

Penn & Teller "It Takes 
Balls to Be a Magician" 

Animals 
(N) 

Funny Kids
(N) 

Friends Friends TMZ (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

True Crime 
News 

Chicago 
P.D. 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Agatha Christie 
"Destination Unknown" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Arts In 
Focus (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

American Experience "LBJ: Beautiful Texas/My 
Fellow Americans" A profile of Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3 
Agatha Christie 
"Destination Unknown" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Now 
Entering 

Covenant 
Land 

Broadchurch The Paris Murders "Out 
of the Shadows" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT 
News (N) 

Pregame
(L) (N) 

MLB Baseball All the latest action from Major League Baseball. (L) (N) FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE 23 113 108 252 
Castle "The Fast and the 
Furriest" 

Castle "The Squab and 
the Quail" 

Castle "Still" Castle "The Human 
Factor" 

Castle "Watershed" (:05) Castle "Valkyrie" (:05) Castle
"Dreamworld" 

Castle "The Human 
Factor" 

FX 24 132 136 148 (3:30) < Star Wars: Return of the Jedi <++ Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny (‘23) Harrison Ford. (P) The Old Man "VIII" (SP) (N) The Old Man "IX" (N) Old Man 

TVLAND 25 106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E! 26 142 114 236 
<+++ The Amazing Spider-Man (2012, Action) Emma Stone, Rhys Ifans,
Andrew Garfield. 

<++ The Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014, Action) Emma Stone, Jamie Foxx,
Andrew Garfield. 

E! News
(N) 

<+++ The Croods: A New Age 
(‘20) Nicolas Cage. 

PARMT 30 241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ The Dark Knight Rises (2012, Action) Anne Hathaway, Tom Hardy, Christian Bale. <+++ Gladiator (‘00) 
Russell Crowe. 

ESPN 31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) Countd-

own (L) (N)
College Football Arizona State at Texas State From Bobcat Stadium in San 
Marcos, Texas. (L) (N) 

SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt
(L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2 32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) ESPN Films ESPN Films Football The Pulse UFC

FSMW 33 418 671 
(4:30) 
Warehouse 

Breaking 
Par 

Focused Sports 
Stars 

In the 
Spotlight 

Life All-Star 
Game 

MLB Baseball Cincinnati Reds at St. Louis 
Cardinals From Busch Stadium in St. Louis. 

Warehouse Games Life All-Star 
Game 

Sports 
Stars 

FIBA 
Basketball

Icons 
Horrow 

USA 34 133 105 242 
<++ Fast & Furious (2009, Action) Paul Walker,
Michelle Rodriguez, Vin Diesel. 

<++ Fast Five (2011, Action) Paul Walker, Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel. <++ Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin 
Diesel. 

DISC 35 72 182 278 
Contraband: Seized 
"No Secrets Allowed" 

Contraband: Seized
"Operation Block-Blitz" 

Contraband: Seized
"Put Your Shirt Back On"

Contraband: Seized
"Pulp Addiction" 

Contraband: Seized at 
the Border 

Contraband: Seized at 
Sea 

Contraband: Seized at 
Sea 

Contraband: Seized 
"Pulp Addiction" 

TLC 36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day "Eat, Play, Lie" Sister Wives Sister Sister Sister Sister Sister Sister Sister Wives

HIST 38 77 120 269 
American Pickers 
"Corvette Me Not" 

American Pickers
"$135,000 Pick" 

American Pickers
"Prince of the Subway" 

American Pickers
"Gladiators of the Track"

American Pickers
"Junkyard Jewels" 

(:05) American Pickers
"Little Shop of Wonders"

(:05) American Pickers
"It's a Woody" 

(:05) American Pickers 
"Gladiators of the Track" 

A&E 39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 "Cranked" The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) First 48 "Cranked" 

HALL 40 117 185 312 
< A Safari Romance (2023, Romance) Andrew 
Walker, Maxx Moticoe, Brittany Bristow. 

< Love on the Right Course (2024, Romance)
Marcus Rosner, Roy McCrerey, Ashley Newbrough. 

< The Vows We Keep (2021, Romance) Antonio 
Cayonne, Linda Thorson, Fiona Gubelmann. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY 41 135 122 244 
(:05) <++ Halloween Kills (2021, Horror) Judy Greer, Anthony 
Michael Hall, Jamie Lee Curtis. 

<++ Leprechaun (1993, Horror) Jennifer Aniston, 
Ken Olandt, Warwick Davis. 

<++ Happy Death Day 2U (2019, Horror) Israel 
Broussard, Phi Vu, Jessica Rothe. (P) 

(:35) <++ Studio 666 (‘22) (P)

TBS 43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Jokers (N) Jokes (N) <+ That's My Boy (‘12) Adam Sandler.

TNT 44 131 138 245 
(3:00) < 
Beauty & ... 

<+++ Pitch Perfect (2012, Romance) Skylar Astin, Rebel 
Wilson, Anna Kendrick. 

<++ Sweet Home Alabama (2002, Romance)
Josh Lucas, Patrick Dempsey, Reese Witherspoon. 

<+++ The Wedding Singer (1998, Romance)
Drew Barrymore, Christine Taylor, Adam Sandler. 

<++ Pitch Perfect 3 
(‘17) Anna Kendrick. 

AMC 45 131 254 
(2:30) <++ 
Blow 

<+++ Scarface (1983, Drama) Michelle Pfeiffer, Steven Bauer, Al Pacino. <+++ Casino (1995, Crime Story) Sharon Stone, Joe Pesci, Robert De Niro.

COM 47 107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1 48 64 150 219 
Speak Joy Taylor, Keyshawn Johnson and Paul 
Pierce discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

The Joel 
Klatt Show

Kevin H 
Hour (N) 

Kevin Harvick's Happy 
Hour 

Pokerstars Big Game 
on Tour 

Pokerstars Big Game 
on Tour 

MLB Baseball Teams TBA All the latest action from 
Major League Baseball. 

WGN 53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE 57 128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD 59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby 
BRAVO 60 140 129 237 Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC (N) Housewives/OC Housewives SLC Housewives 
NICK 68 170 299 SpongeBob Fairly Odd SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN 69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City ZOMBIES ZOMBIES Ladybug Ladybug Kiff Kiff Jessie Jessie Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM 70 32 180 311 
(4:30) <++ Pocahontas (‘95) Voices 
of Judy Kuhn, Irene Bedard. 

(:25) <+++ The Princess and the Frog (‘09)
Voices of Bruno Campos, Anika Noni Rose. 

<+++ Cinderella (2015, Children) Lily James, Richard 
Madden, Cate Blanchett. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301 300 501 
(4:20) <++ X-Men 
Origins: Wolverine 

(:10) <+++ Birds of Prey (and the Fantabulous 
Emancipation of One Harley Quinn) 

<++ Yes Man (‘08) Zooey 
Deschanel, Jim Carrey. 

(:45) Wise Guy: David Chase and The 
Sopranos 

Wise Guy: David Chase and The 
Sopranos 

(:25) < 
Problemista 

MAX  325 310 515 
(4:15) <+++ A Star Is Born (‘18) 
Lady Gaga, Bradley Cooper. 

<++ The Amityville Horror (‘79)
Margot Kidder, James Brolin. 

<+++ Hereditary (2018, Horror) Gabriel Byrne,
Alex Wolff, Toni Collette. 

(:10) <++ The Other Side of the 
Door (‘16) Sarah Wayne Callies. 

(:45) <+++ The Foot Fist Way (‘06) 
Mary Jane Bostic, Danny McBride. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(:05) <++ The Soloist (2009, Drama) Robert 
Downey Jr., Catherine Keener, Jamie Foxx. 

(:05) <+++ Jojo Rabbit (‘19, Com.-Dra) Thomasin 
McKenzie, Scarlett Johansson, Roman Griffin Davis.

< Irena's Vow (2023, Docu-Drama) Nela 
Maciejewska, Dougray Scott, Sophie Nélisse. 

<++ Sleeping With the Enemy
(‘91) Patrick Bergin, Julia Roberts. 

(:45) < 
Waiting ... 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:30) <++ The Wood 
(‘99) Omar Epps. 

(:20) <++ The Baby-Sitters Club (1995, Children)
Bre Blair, Rachael Leigh Cook, Schuyler Fisk. 

<+++ Grease (1978, Musical) Olivia Newton-
John, Stockard Channing, John Travolta. 

<+++ Clueless (‘95) Stacey Dash,
Brittany Murphy, Alicia Silverstone. 

(:40) <++ She's All That (‘99)
Rachael Leigh Cook, Freddie Prinze Jr.. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: With more 
breakthroughs in medicine 
and having more knowl-
edge than at any other 
time in history, why does 
suffering get worse instead 
of better? – W.S.

Answer: There’s suf-
fering in every country. 
People of every national-
ity experience untold pain. 
It’s been like this since the 
beginning. Personal pain 
has been with us since 
God told Eve she would 
have pain in childbirth. 
Some pain is visible, like 
the limbless war veteran; 
some is intensely private, 
like the woman who has 
lived with the memory of 
childhood rape. Suffering 
comes in all forms – physi-
cal, emotional, spiritual. 
Some people have their 
share of pain more than 

others, but all experi-
ence it because it’s 
part of life.

Every generation 
sees their era as filled 
with the greatest despair. 
Nothing seems to satisfy. 
We are plummeting into 
a world where, in spite of 
wonder drugs and medical 
breakthroughs, suffering 
intensifies.

Without God’s guid-
ance, our response to suf-
fering is a futile attempt 
to find solutions to con-
ditions that cannot be 
solved. Some who refuse 
to turn their hearts toward 
God search for utopia and 
come up empty. Apart 
from the Bible, there are 
no solutions.

While individual suf-
fering has no respite and 
the collective suffering of 
our world continues, there 
are those who have found 
a refuge in the midst of the 
rubble. What is the differ-

ence between the paraple-
gic woman with the smile 
that lights a room and the 
millionaire with a suicide 
wish? Or what makes one 
person accept and keep his 
balance during a painful 
time and another become a 
self-pitying whiner?

We cannot avoid suffer-
ing, but we can determine 
our response to it. God is 
not blind to our troubles 
and He waits to comfort 
us. He is the Father of 
compassion and the God 
of all comfort in our trou-
bles (see 2 Corinthians 
1:3–4), and we should do 
likewise – reach out to oth-
ers in need.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



By JENNIFER PELTZ and 
KAREN MATTHEWS

Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — 

With presidential candi-
dates looking on, some 9/11 
victims’ relatives appealed 
to them Wednesday for 
accountability as the U.S. 
marked an anniversary laced 
with election-season poli-
tics.

In a remarkable tableau, 
President Joe Biden, former 
President Donald Trump 
and Vice President Kamala 
Harris stood together at 
ground zero just hours after 
Trump and Harris faced off 
in their first-ever debate. 
Trump and Biden shook 
hands, and former New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
appeared to facilitate a hand-
shake between Harris and 
Trump.

Then the presidential 
rivals stood only a few feet 
apart, Biden and Bloomberg 
between them, as the hours-
long reading of victims’ 
names began. At Trump’s 
side was his running mate, 
Sen. JD Vance.

The image was one of 
putting politics aside at 
another solemn commemo-
ration of the hijacked-plane 
attacks that killed nearly 
3,000 people on Sept. 11, 
2001. But some victims’ 
relatives, after reading out 
names, delivered political 
messages of their own.

“We are pleading for 
your help, but you ignore 
us,” Allison Walsh-DiMar-
zio said, directly challenging 
Trump and Harris to press 
Saudi Arabia about any 
Saudi official involvement 
in the attacks. Most of the 
19 hijackers were Saudi, but 
the kingdom denies it was 
behind their plot.

“Which one of you will 
have the courage to be our 
hero? We deserve better,” 
Walsh-DiMarzio said. She’s 
a daughter of 9/11 victim 
Barbara P. Walsh, an admin-
istrative assistant.

Joanne Barbara was one 
of multiple readers who 
spoke out against a now-
revoked plea deal that mili-
tary prosecutors struck with 
alleged 9/11 mastermind 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed 
and two fellow defendants.

“It has been 23 years, and 
the families deserve justice 
and accountability,” said 
the widow of Assistant Fire 
Chief Gerard A. Barbara.

Biden, on his last Sept. 11 
in office, and Harris were set 
to pay respects Wednesday 
at all three 9/11 attack sites: 
ground zero, the Pentagon 
and a rural part of Pennsyl-
vania.

The president, vice presi-
dent — and, separately, 
Trump — laid wreaths 
Wednesday afternoon at the 
Flight 93 National Memo-
rial near Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania. Biden and Harris 
spoke with victims’ rela-
tives and visited the local 
fire department; Trump and 
Vance went to a New York 
City firehouse earlier in the 
day.

The Flight 93 memo-
rial stands where one of the 

hijacked planes crashed after 
crew members and passen-
gers tried to storm the cock-
pit. Trump described the site 
as an “incredible place” in 
brief remarks from afar to 
reporters.

The attacks killed 2,977 
people and left thousands 
of bereaved relatives and 
scarred survivors. The 
planes took down the World 
Trade Center’s twin tow-
ers and carved a gash in the 
Pentagon, the U.S. military 
headquarters.

While many Americans 
may not observe 9/11 anni-
versaries anymore, “the men 
and women of the Depart-
ment of Defense remember,” 
Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin said Wednesday.

The attacks altered U.S. 
foreign policy, domestic 
security practices and the 
mindset of many Ameri-
cans who had not previously 
felt vulnerable to foreign 
extremists.

Effects rippled around the 
world and through genera-
tions as the U.S. responded 
by leading a “Global War on 
Terrorism,” which included 
invasions of Afghanistan 
and Iraq. Those operations 
killed hundreds of thou-
sands of Afghans and Iraqis 
and thousands of American 
troops.

Communities around 
the country hold their own 
events on the anniversary, 
which Congress has titled 
both Patriot Day and a 
National Day of Service and 
Remembrance. Thousands 
of Americans commemorate 
it with volunteer work — 
among them Harris’ running 
mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Walz. He packed meals in 
St. Paul for people in need.

During early anniversa-
ries at ground zero, presi-
dents and other officehold-
ers read poems, parts of the 
Declaration of Independence 
and other texts.

But the National Sept. 
11 Memorial and Museum 
decided in 2012 to limit the 
ceremony to relatives read-
ing victims’ names.

If politicians “care about 
what’s actually going on, 
great. Be here,” Korryn 
Bishop said as she arrived 
to watch Wednesday’s cer-
emony.

“If they’re just here for 
political clout, that upsets 
me,” added Bishop. She lost 
her cousin John F. McDow-
ell Jr., who worked in 
finance.

Brandon Jones was glad 
politicians weren’t on the 
podium.

“This should be a site for 
coming together to find fea-
sible solutions and peace. 
This should not be a place to 
score political points to get 
brownie points to round up 
your base,” said Jones. He’s 
a cousin of victim Jon Rich-
ard Grabowski, an insurance 
firm technology executive.

In 2008, then-senators 
and presidential campaign 
rivals John McCain and 
Barack Obama jointly paid 
their respects at ground zero, 
which was still an open pit.

Over the years, some vic-

tims’ relatives have used the 
forum to exhort leaders to 
prioritize national security, 
acknowledge the casualties 
of the war on terror, com-
plain that officials are politi-
cizing 9/11 and even criti-
cize individual officehold-
ers. Others bemoan Ameri-
cans’ divisions or appeal for 
peace.

But most stick to tributes 
and personal reflections. 
Increasingly they come from 
children and young adults 
who were born after the 
attacks killed one of their 
relatives.

Thirteen-year-old twins 
Brady and Emily Henry 
read names to honor their 
slain uncle, firefighter 
Joseph Patrick Henry.

“We promise to continue 
telling your stories,” Emily 
said, “and we’ll never let 
anyone forget all those lost 
on Sept. 11.”
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CHOICE

HOURS: 
Sat. 9-5  •  Sun. 11-2

PET SUPPLIES • PET FOOD
GROOMING • OBEDIENCE TRAINING

Thanks for Voting Us . . .
#1 Best Place to Buy Pet Supplies, 
#1 Best Pet Grooming, 
#1 Best Kennel & 
#1 Best Boarding

COME SEE US 
FOR YOUR DOG 

TRAINING NEEDS!

618 N Main St | Bluff ton (beside Taco Bell) 260-846-0276

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready 
for Summer. 

Call and Schedule a 
Check Up Today!

CO52100004
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BIDDING ENDS SEPTEMBER 
14 - Online Only Personal 
Property - Gregory Brandt 
living trust, seller. Horizon 
210 Four Winn speed boat, 
2007 Yamaha jet ski, pontoon 
boat with trailer, life jackets, 
towables, Detro dump trailer, 
Crown forklift, Cyclone leaf 
vacuum system, tools, Crafts-
man riding lawn mower, furni-
ture, bikes, household & much 
more! Sale manager Brandon 
Steffen, 260-710-5684, Steffen 
Group Real Estate & Auctions, 
260-426-0633, steffengrp.com.
BIDDING ENDS SEPTEMBER 
15 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Private Collector, seller. Out-
standing collection of 2,000-
plus comic books, large assort-
ment of 8-Tracks, cassettes, 
CD’s & DVD’s, Star Wars 
figures, DJ lighting, vintage 
books, dolls, large Nativity set, 
toys, collectibles. Previews: 
Sept. 12 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
117 W. Craig St., Ossian. Pat 
Carter, sale manager, 260-273-
8294, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-
3006.
SEPTEMBER 15-22 - 2 p.m. - 
(Online Only) - Estate of Jef-
frey W. Brown, seller. Collect-
ible vehicles, (3) 1967 Dodge 
Darts, 1971 Dodge Challenger, 
1967 Cornet R/T, 1988 Ford 
Ranger, Dune Buggy, Chop 
Top Baja Beetle, 1991 JD 670 
diesel tractor, Allis Chalmers 
tractor, John Deere 640 trac-
tor, pull type mower, riding 
lawn mowers, Mopar parts, 
automotive parts, name brand 
shop & power tools, air oper-
ated tools, automotive shop 
supplies, chain saws, assorted 
hardware, lawn & garden, alu-
minum fishing boat, log splitter, 
antique furniture, collectibles, 
Hot Wheels, beer signs, more. 
Preview Sept. 12 & 19 from 3-6 
p.m., 7271 N 300 W-90, Mar-
kle. Sale managers Pat Carter, 
260-273-8294, Brandon Stef-
fen, 260-710-5684, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 17 - 2-6 p.m. ET 
- Online - Greenbush, Inc., 
farm. Property location: 1231 
N 740 E, Marion. 242.9+/- 
acres, classified forest, barns, 
quality farmland, timber, Van 
Buren Twp., Grant Co. Tract 1: 
80+/-A, barns. Tract 2: 55.5+/-
A. Tract 3: 18.3+/-A. Tract 4: 
7.1+/-A, potential building site, 
42’x56’ barn, 30’x31’ barn. 
Tract 5: 63+/-A, 55.28+/- clas-
sified forest. Tract 6: 19+/-A, 
18.7+/- classified forest. Tim-
ber value appraisal available. 
Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181, 
Emma Barr, 260-494-0992, 
Jason Johnloz, 260-273-9177, 

Halderman Real Estate & Farm 
Management, halderman.com, 
800-424-2324.
SEPTEMBER 22-SEPTEM-
BER 29 - 2 p.m. - (Online 
Only Personal Property Auc-
tion) - The Estate of Elizabeth 
Ann (Carter) Aeschliman, 
seller. 2004 Lexus 4-door 
sedan, exceptionally clean 
modern furniture, patio furni-
ture, collectibles, home interior 
decor items, various holiday 
decorations, household, lawn 
& garden, tools, much more. 
Preview: Sept. 19, 3 p.m. to 6 
p.m. and Sept. 26 from 3 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., 406 Goldenrod Ct., 
Bluffton, IN. Sale manager Pat 
Carter, 260-273-8294, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 23-SEPTEM-
BER 30 - (Online Only) - Vari-
ous consignors, seller. Fire-
arms consisting of Springfield, 
Hopkins & Allen, Colt, Brown-
ing, Stevens, Glock, Win-
chester. Open House Sept. 28 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 215 E 
Market St, Bluffton, IN. Sale 
manager, Isaac Stoller, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 24 - 2 p.m.-
6 p.m. ET - Online - Don A. 
Heckber, farm. Property loca-
tion: 11648 N SR 1 Ossian, IN. 
31.63+/-total acres, agriculture 
prime farmland, 31.5+/- tillable, 
0.13+/- non-tillable, Topogra-
phy: Level, Zoning: Agricul-
tural, School District: Norwell 
Community Schools. Rick 
Johnloz, 260 827 8181, rickj@
halderman.com, Jason John-
loz, jasonj@halderman.com, 
260-273-9177, Halderman 
Real Estate & Farm Manage-
ment, halderman.com, 800-
424-2324.
SEPTEMBER 24 - 9 a.m.-
6 p.m. - Online Only - The 
Estate of Jeffrey Brown. Two 
story country home situated 
on 2.41+/- acre lot with 2 out-
buildings totaling 866 SF, Wells 
County. This 1,876 SF home 
features 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, large living room, eat-in 
kitchen, utility room and 1 car 
garage. Open houses: Sept. 12 
and 19 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
7721 N. 300 W. Markle, IN. 
Sale managers Brandon Stef-
fen, 260-710-5684, Pat Carter, 
260-273-8294, The Steffen 
Group Inc., steffengrp.com, 
260-824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 24-OCTOBER 
1 - (Online Only) - Grover, 
seller. Tractor, mower, tools, 
woodworking, primitives. Open 
House Sept. 28 from 12 p.m. to 
2 p.m., 8726 S 600 W-90, War-
ren, IN. Sale manager, Isaac 
Stoller, The Steffen Group Inc., 

260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.
com.
SEPTEMBER 25 - 9 a.m.-
6 p.m. - Online Only - The 
Estate of Jeffrey Brown. 
9.27+/- acre prime building site 
in Union Twp., Northern Wells 
County. Property features open 
land, wooded acreage, 24’x48’ 
pole building. Perfect home 
site, country estate. “Explore 
the potential of this property.” 
Open houses: Sept. 12 and 
19 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 1200 
N (Scott Street) and Marzane 
Rd. - TBD, Zanesville, IN. Sale 
managers Brandon Steffen, 
260-710-5684, Pat Carter, 260-
273-8294, The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, steffengrp.
com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & 
STARTS CLOSING SEPTEM-
BER 29 - 6 p.m. EST - Max 
& Vivian Minnich, owners. 
Online only real estate auc-
tion! Five bedroom, 1 full bath, 
2,178 sq. feet home, hardwood 
floors throughout, full base-
ment, 2 car detached garage, 
20’x42’ pole barn, 2.055 acres, 
Marion Township, Allen Coun-
ty, Indiana, East Allen County 
School Corporation. Auction 
preview Sept. 16, 5-6 p.m. or 
by appointment, 13045 Wayne 
Trace, Hoagland. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, kjauction.com.
SEPTEMBER 29-OCTO-
BER 6 - (Online Only) - The 
Estate of Wayne E. Penrod, 
seller. Artifacts, tools, furniture, 
household. Open house Oct. 5 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 69 W 
1st St., Poneto, IN. Sale man-
ager, Isaac Stoller, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 2 - 6 p.m. - Ruby 
Johnson, Brant Johnson, 
owner.  Auct ion locat ion: 
Lighted Gardens Reception 
Hall, 10794 N. State Road 
1, Ossian. Property location: 
14631 Smith Rd., Yoder. 48+/- 
acres offered in 4 tracts and 
combinations. Productive till-
able land, excellent road front-
age and access along Smith 
Rd., 2,400+ sq. ft. sprawling 
brick ranch home on full base-
ment with 20x30 outbuilding, 
Allen County. Inspection Sept. 
16, 5-7 p.m. Auction manager 
Jared Sipe, 260-750-1553, 
Schrader Real Estate and Auc-
tion of Fort Wayne, Schrader 
FortWayne.com, 866-340-
0445.
OCTOBER 5-OCTOBER 12 
- Private Family Collection, 
sellers. Fine art work includ-
ing William P. Silva oil paint-
ings, 2006 Pontiac Torrent, 
2005 Toyota highlander, ster-
ling silver, primitive and early 

American antique furniture, 
country primitives; glassware, 
early collectibles. Open houses 
Oct. 8 and Oct. 10 from 3 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., 102 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian, IN. Rod Fetters, sale 
manager, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
OCTOBER 12 - 6 p.m. - 
(Online Only) - The Estate of 
Robert McNabb, seller. Spec-
tacular 7,700 SF lake front 
home on 1.32 acres w/200’ 
of lake frontage on Hamilton 
Lake. Luxury home features 
5 bedrooms, 7 baths, expan-
sive entertaining space, 4-car 
attached garage. Selling abso-
lute at or above 1.4 million dol-
lars. Seller’s have over 4.5 mil-
lion invested in this one of kind 
lake property. Open houses 
Sept. 21, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Oct. 
1, 5-7 p.m., Oct. 12, 9 a.m.-
noon, 1180 LN 150 Hamilton 
Lake, Hamilton, IN. Brandon 
Steffen, sale manager, 260-
426-0633, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 13-OCTOBER 20 
- (Online Only) - The Estate 
of Larry N. Curry, seller. 
1997 Chevy Express Conver-
sion van, 2013 Chevy Impala 
with 73,000 miles, John Deere 
LA115 riding lawn mower, rare 
Schwinn bikes, tools, furniture, 
household. Open houses Oct. 
15 and Oct. 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 
p.m., 419 W. Roe St., Ossian. 
Rod Fetters, sale manager, 
The Steffen Group, 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
OCTOBER 24 - (Online 
Only) - The Estate of Larry 
N. Curry, seller. Excellent 
1,400 SF, three bedroom, 2 
bath ranch home in Rose Ann 
Heights on 1/2 acre lot. This 
home has a ton of potential. 
“Explore the Possibilities.” 
Open houses: Oct. 15, Oct. 17 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Oct. 
22 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 419 
W. Roe St., Ossian. Brandon 
Steffen and Rod Fetters, sale 
managers, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 824-
3006.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - 
Becher Family Farms LLC, 
sellers. Auction location: 
Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 
W. Washington St., Monroe, 
IN. Four tracts, Washington 
Township, Adams County. 
Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County 
Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 
2: 80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 
North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 
acres, County Rd. 450 North, 
Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, 
County Rd. 400 North, Sec 9. 
Heartland Auction & Realty, 
Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.

Public Sale Calendar

Thank you for reading News-BannerThe

9/11 anniversary brings 
Biden, Harris and Trump 
together at ground zero




