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Pictured above is the foliage screen in Alley Four, next to the American Legion Post. (Photo by 
Jonathan Snyder)

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Final punch list items are being handled 

as Bluffton NOW! gets ready for the com-
pletion of phase one of the Downtown Path-
ways project.

While there is no official date for a rib-
bon cutting, the pathways are nearing com-
pletion and will have a ceremony sometime 
in September, according to Bluffton NOW! 
President Mike Lautzenheiser. Alley One, 
located between Johnson and Main streets 
connecting Perry and Market streets, Alley 
Two, located between Johnson and Marion 
streets connecting Perry and Market streets 

and Alley Four, located between Johnson 
and Main streets that connects Walnut and 
Washington streets, are all included in phase 
one of the project.

Lautzenheiser noted that there are some 
drainage items for alley four that Bluffton 
NOW! is working on, preventing the ribbon 
cutting ceremony. Phase one as a whole is 
still in the final stages of review to ensure 
compliance with municipal code standards.

Fundraising for artist work in alleys 
one and five will occur in combination 
with fundraising for alleys three and five, 

Bluffton NOW! moves 
towards completion of first 
phase of pathway project

Visitors Commission 
discusses Wabash 
River clean-up needs

By HOLLY GASKILL
Members of the Wells County Conven-

tion and Visitors Commission hope to initi-
ate new Wabash River clean-up efforts to 
preserve the natural attraction. 

During their monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, the group discussed forming 
a subcommittee of those with vested inter-
ests — like members of the Visitors Com-
mission and Area Plan Commission — to 
guide efforts. Although using funds from the 
innkeeper’s tax for clean-up had previously 
been discussed, board member Scott Elzey 
said these funds are restricted to tourism 
efforts. 

As this is a recent side project for the 
board, board member Jon Winne asked, 
“Has this come to us because nobody else 
wants to do it, and it just keeps getting 
kicked around, and we’re the new kids on 
the block?” 

“No, actually, you can probably blame 

me,” Elzey joked. “It was a brainstorm that 
I’ve had because recently, the river’s been 
down, and you can see a lot of tires.” 

“There’s just a gap — nobody’s doing 
it,” board member Brandy Fiechter added. 
“At the Parks Department, we’ve done it 
(clean-up) downtown stretch for a couple 
(of)  years.” 

Additionally, Elzey said he planned to 
talk with the County Commissioners and 
Solid Waste Management District about 
some of the recycling fees. Several board 
members commented that fees to recycle 
larger items, like TVs, like play a role in 
junk and river clean-up.

Also during the meeting, the board 
received an update on finances from Tour-
ism Coordinator Audry Dudley, which 
showed collections from the innkeeper’s tax 
at a slightly lower rate than last year. 

Board member Michelle Blount, who 

Late Indiana politician 
Richard Lugar will be 
honored with monument

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A cadre of state and national officials will 
unveil a statue and monument today hon-
oring Indiana’s longest-serving U.S. Sena-
tor, the late Richard Lugar, today in India-
napolis. Lugar’s decades of public service 
touched millions of lives, whether through 
his work on nuclear nonproliferation or rei-
magining downtown Indianapolis.

The monument will be placed in Lugar 
Plaza, outside of the Indianapolis City-
County Building. Planning for the honor 
began years ago under the leadership of 
civic leader Jim Morris, who died in July. 
The event is scheduled for 10 a.m. in India-
napolis.

“Of course, the career of Dick Lugar 
spanned over half a century. And because 
of that expanse and impact, we had to … 
make sure it’s part of the monument,” said 
Charlie Richardson. “It comprehends his 
entire career: a Rhodes scholar, naval offi-
cer, school board member, mayor (and) 
United States senator … the celebration is of 
that entire arc and the example it sets for the 
future.”

Richardson, a retired attorney, said he 
first saw Lugar when he addressed Rich-
ardson’s college fraternity in 1967, the year 
he was elected to be mayor of Indianapolis. 
Richardson was so moved he decided to 
work with Lugar’s administration for two 
consecutive summers. 

Lugar died in 2019 shortly after his 
87th birthday and was buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery. One of Lugar’s most 

lasting impacts was a program to secure and 
disarm weapons of mass destruction, which 
deactivated thousands of warheads and 
destroyed hundreds of intercontinental bal-
listic missiles.

“We all wanted to not only remember 
him, but make sure that people 50 years 
from now remember the example of Dick 
Lugar,” said Richardson, who is a member 
of the executive planning committee for the 
monument. 

Funds for the monument and celebra-
tion were raised privately from hundreds of 
donors, Richardson said, and former U.S. 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice will be 
the keynote speaker. 

Design elements
Jonathan Hess, a board chairman with 

Browning Day, recalled Morris’ ask two-
plus years ago to memorialize Lugar’s leg-
acy, which would draw from several stages 
of his life. 

“I’m an architect; I’ve never done a mon-
ument before,” Hess said. “So my process is 
really one where you do your research and 
you listen carefully.”

Prior to his 36 years in the U.S. Senate, 
Lugar was Indianapolis’ mayor from 1968 
to 1976 and a school board member. He also 
served in the U.S. Navy and was a Rhodes 
Scholar. Capturing those years, includ-
ing his post-Senate career in foreign policy 
analysis with the The Lugar Center, would 
be a challenge. 

For Hess, designing the statue that is the 
centerpiece of the monument started with a 

A 14-year-old student 
fatally shot 4 in a rampage 
at a Georgia high school

By JEFF AMY, Associated Press
WINDER, Ga. (AP) — A 14-year-old 

student opened fire at a Georgia high school 
and killed four people on Wednesday, 
authorities said, sending students scram-
bling for shelter in their classrooms — and 
eventually to the football stadium — as offi-
cers swarmed the campus and parents raced 
to find out if their children were safe.

The dead were identified as two students 
and two teachers at Apalachee High School 
in Winder, about an hour’s drive from Atlan-
ta. At least nine other people — eight stu-
dents and one teacher — were taken to hos-
pitals with injuries.

The words “hard lockdown” appeared 
on a screen in junior Layla Ferrell’s health 
class and lights began flashing. She and her 
frightened classmates piled desks and chairs 
in front of the door to create a barricade, she 
recalled.

Sophomore Kaylee Abner was in geom-

etry class when she heard the gunshots. 
She and her classmates ducked behind their 
teacher’s desk, and then the teacher began 
flipping the desk in an attempt to barricade 
the classroom door, Abner said. A classmate 
beside her was praying, and she held his 
hand while they all waited for police.

After students poured into the football 
stadium, Abner saw teachers who had taken 
off their shirts to help treat gunshot wounds.

Two school resource officers encountered 
the shooter within minutes after a report 
of shots fired went out, Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation Director Chris Hosey said. 
The suspect, a student at the school, imme-
diately surrendered and was taken into cus-
tody. He is being charged as an adult with 
murder.

Authorities were still looking into how 
the suspect obtained the gun used in the 
shooting and got it into the school in Barrow 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

Kroger’s CEO: Shoppers would see lower prices after merger
By CLAIRE RUSH 

and DEE-ANN DURBIN 
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — The 
chief executive officer of Kroger 
insisted Wednesday that merging 
with rival Albertsons would allow 
the two supermarket companies to 
lower prices and more effectively 
compete with retail giants like 
Walmart, Costco and Amazon.

Kroger CEO Rodney McMul-
len argued in favor of what would 
be the largest grocery chain merg-
er in U.S. history while testifying 

during a federal court hearing in 
Oregon on the U.S. government’s 
request for a preliminary injunc-
tion that would block the $24.6 
billion deal.

“The day that we merge is the 
day that we will begin lower-
ing prices,” McMullen said while 
under questioning by a lawyer rep-
resenting his company.

Addressing another issue that 
has worried shoppers in com-
munities with both Albertson and 
Kroger-run stores, McMullen said 
Kroger was committed to not clos-

ing any branches immediately if 
the merger is finalized but might 
down the road if it decides loca-
tion changes or consolidations are 
needed.

The Federal Trade Commis-
sion sued early this year to stop 
the merger the two companies pro-
posed in Oct. 2022 after Kroger 
agreed to purchase Albertsons. 
The commission alleged the deal 
would eliminate competition and 
lead to higher food prices for 
already struggling consumers.

Kroger, based in Cincinnati, 

Ohio, operates 2,800 stores in 
35 states, including brands like 
Ralphs, Smith’s and Harris Teeter. 
Albertsons, based in Boise, Idaho, 
operates 2,273 stores in 34 states, 
including brands like Safeway, 
Jewel Osco and Shaw’s. Togeth-
er, the companies employ around 
710,000 people.

FTC attorneys argued during 
the U.S. District Court proceed-
ings on the commission’s injunc-
tion request that in the 22 states 
where the two companies compete 
now, they closely match each other 

on price, quality, private label 
products and services like store 
pickup. Shoppers benefit from that 
competition and would lose out if 
the merger is allowed to proceed, 
they said.

McMullen countered that argu-
ment by saying that Albertsons 
prices are 10-12% higher than 
Kroger’s and that the merged 
company would try to reduce 
the disparity as part of a strategy 
for keeping customers. Walmart 
now controls around 22% of U.S. 

(Continued on Page 2)(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)



which will be done in phase 
two of the project. Laut-
zenheiser stated that not 
all the alleys are planned 
to have commissioned art-
work, but they are open for 
discussion. Alley Five will, 
however, be primarily art 
focused.

“While the finishings 
would be similar to some 
of the other alleyways, it is 
specifically for an art show-
case,” Lautzenheiser said. 
“There will be interchange-
able displays in the alleyway 
itself.”

The feedback for the 
current alleys has been 
positive according to Laut-
zenheiser. Additionally, 
upkeep and maintenance 
of the alleys will be han-
dled by the city, which was 
approved at a July 2 meet-
ing of the Board of Public 
Works and Safety.

“I’ve felt that the feed-

back has been very posi-
tive,” Lautzenheiser said. 
“People really enjoyed see-
ing this type of amenity 
downtown and in their com-
munity. We’re starting to 
see a lot of photos and com-
ments from businesses and 

individuals using them for 
their intended purposes, as 
both transportation and as 
destinations.”

The goal for phase two 
of the project is to raise 
$100,000 to hit a matching 
grant amount from the Wells 

County Foundation. While 
they are still in the pre-
liminary fundraising phase, 
advertising for donations 
will be ramped up once the 
ribbon cutting is done for 
phase one.

jonathan@news-banner.com
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Visitors Commission Weather
Thursday, September 5, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:03 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 85; Low: 52; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.07  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a high near 87. Southwest wind 

around 5 mph. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 64. South 

wind around 5 mph. 
Friday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms, then 

showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 77. Southwest wind 5 to 10 
mph becoming northwest in the afternoon. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 60%.

Friday Night: Showers likely and possibly a thunder-
storm before 8 p.m., then a slight chance of showers and 
thunderstorms between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 47. Northwest wind around 10 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 66.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 43.

Carpet Binding • Installation • Floor Covering Specialists

136 West Market Street 
Bluff ton, IN

Call For Appointment

260-438-9001
Open by Appointment

Monday thru Friday

Locally Owned 
Restaurant in 
Wells County!

260-824-4950

Voted #1

1415 South Main Street, Bluffton, IN 46714

Take it Home Today! 
No Credit Needed Financing

By Appointment:
Tues - Wed - Thurs

Showroom Open:
Fri & Sat 11am - 4pm

7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

Amy & Tracy Houtz  
260-227-2145

Family Owned 
& Operated

Best Selection
Incredible Savings

Buy-Sell-Estate and Collection Appraisal
Strong Buyers of Old Coins, Silver Coins & Scrap Gold Jewelry

Solly’s Coins
• US Coins 

• Gold Coins 
• Silver Bullion 

• Proof & Mint Sets 
• Coin Supplies 

(Albums & Folders)

(260)747-0500 
NOW in Broadview Plaza Across the 

Street From Our Old Location!
6110 Bluffton Rd., Waynedale, Fort Wayne, IN 

Jim Sollberger, Owner 
sollycoins@comcast.net 

www.sollyscoins.com
Hours: T-F - 10-5  |  SAT - 10-2  |  or by Appointment

Pictured is the 
artwork in Alley 
One, next to the 
Dollar General 
on Market Street. 
(Photo by Jona-
than Snyder)

owns a local Airbnb, advised that some 
of this decrease could be attributed to 
increased competition and lower rates. 
Blount said she has reduced the cost 
of her own Airbnb to stay competitive 
with others in the area. Board member 
Jeff Reed said he’s done the same with 
his Airbnb out-of-county. 

The innkeeper’s tax places a 5% 
tax on all overnight accommodations, 
like hotels and listings on Airbnb and 
Vrbo. 

The board also reviewed its 2024 
budget, and Dudley noted that office 
rent has been added for $320 per 
month. Her position was previously 
housed under the economic develop-
ment branch of the Chamber of Com-
merce, and “Economic Development 
left, which means I now have to pay,” 

she stated.
In other project updates, Dudley 

presented a brochure map to guide visi-
tors at Ouabache State Park to attrac-
tions in downtown Bluffton. While the 
group hoped to use resources from the 
APC for a map of countywide attrac-
tions, Dudley has since learned she 
wouldn’t be able to manipulate the 
design from the GIS format. Propeller 
Marketing of Fishers quoted the proj-
ect at $2,000.

The board then reviewed a contract 
from Britton Marketing of Fort Wayne 
for a 12-month marketing campaign, 
advising Dudley to clarify miscella-
neous terms about reimbursing “all 
costs and expenses incurred in connec-
tion with the Project” and expenses for 
travel. The county will pay $50,000 for 
the campaign.

Dudley also shared new Wells 
County apparel items. The items are 
available in batches, and the online 
store will close on Sept. 8. Pick-up 
will be available at Team Mantra or 
the Wells County Commerce and Visi-
tors Centre. The online store can be 
found on the Wells County Visitor & 
Information Bureau Facebook page or 
at visitwellsco24.itemorder.com/shop/
sale/.

In addition to Elzey, Winne, Fiech-
ter, Blount, board members Steve Hig-
gins, Jay Esparza and Jeff Reed were 
also present Wednesday; Zane Herr 
and Justin Osborne were absent. Elzey 
noted during the meeting that Winne, 
Blount, Esparza, Higgins and Osborne 
will all be up for re-appointment to the 
board at the end of the year.

holly@news-banner.com

photo of Lugar after winning 
a reelection campaign early 
in his Senate career. The 
chest-up photo showed a 
“relaxed and affable” Lugar 
leaning on a balustrade in 
the U.S. Capitol Building. 

To craft the statue from 
the waist down, Hess found 
inspiration closer to home: 
Lugar’s family farm. 

“I asked (his son Bob 
Lugar) … ‘Where was 
your dad’s favorite place?’ 
And he didn’t miss a beat. 
He said, ‘Well, it was the 
farm,’” Hess said. “And, 
actually, it was the walnut 
grove that Sen. Lugar really 
enjoyed. I think the pastoral 
sense of it and his love of 
forestry — his love of agri-
culture.”

In the final design, Lugar 
leans on an abstracted col-
umn. From the ground, a 
walnut trunk — which was 
molded with real tree bark 
from the grove — grows 
and transitions into an ionic 
column, the sort of structure 
one traditionally sees on 
government buildings.

Contained within the top 
portion of that column is a 
globe.

“(The committee) wanted 
this to be not just about Indi-
ana, but the global reach that 
Sen. Lugar had,” Hess said. 

Lugar stands atop a five-
sided platform that extends 

outward, with plaques 
engraved with some of his 
most memorable quotes and 
other information. The inspi-
ration for the pentagonal 
shape comes from the Medal 
of Freedom, the highest 
civilian award in the coun-
try, which former President 
Barack Obama awarded 
Lugar in 2013. 

Indianapolis metalworker 
Ryan Feeney did “a magnifi-
cent job in crafting the like-
ness,” Hess said, allowing 
the architect into his work-
shop to see the process. 

The bronze and steel stat-
ue is seven feet and over 800 
pounds. The base and five 
other plaques — which sur-
round the central statue and 
detail Lugar’s life — weigh 
in at 1,100 pounds and add 
another 18 inches in height. 
Due to the flatter design of 
the five-sided base, the stat-
ue is around 12 feet in diam-
eter.

Summarizing a legacy
Richardson said Lugar 

served as a mentor and 
example to him for more 
than 50 years, especially 
after Richardson moved to 
D.C. for his career in 1999. 
By then, Lugar had been in 
Congress for more than two 
decades.

“He was both able and 
eager to help others like me 
grow and succeed. He was 
never threatened by other 

people’s success; he really 
believed in lifting everybody 
up,” Richardson said. 

Lugar’s political career 
came to an end after he lost 
a primary race in 2013 to 
Richard Mourdock, who 
then lost to Democrat Joe 
Donnelly.

Following that loss, the 
politician turned his atten-
tion to founding The Lugar 
Center, an institute with a 
focus on the foreign policy 
issues that influenced much 
of Lugar’s career. The site 
touts its expertise in address-
ing issues such as global 
food security, nonprolif-
eration of weapons of mass 
destruction, aid effective-
ness and bipartisan gover-
nance. 

“Senator Lugar paved 
a post-Cold War path for 
U.S. foreign policy, away 
from nuclear confrontation 
and toward a safer and more 
just world. He believed the 
world was a better place 
when the United States led 
by example, based on prag-
matism and principle,” said 
the founding dean of the 
Hamilton Lugar School of 
Global and International 
Studies, part of Indiana Uni-
versity. 

Lugar was also a known 
human rights champion, 
leading the effort to over-
ride a presidential veto from 
former President Ronald 

Reagan on legislation to 
impose economic sanctions 
on apartheid South Africa. 

Back home, Lugar is 
known for both the Lugar 
Series — which seeks to 
train female Republican 
leaders — and Unigov, 
which combined the govern-
ments of the city of India-
napolis with Marion County. 
Lugar referred to the latter as 
his most important achieve-
ment as mayor, according to 
an Indiana University’s col-
lection of Lugar’s papers.

While all  of these 
achievements, and more, 
will undoubtedly be docu-
mented in the monument, 
Richardson had a more con-
cise takeaway for the pass-
ersby who will see the statue 
for generations to come. 

“This information will 
say to this generation and 
future generations: It doesn’t 
have to be this divisive and 
corrosive. We have exam-
ples in our own midst — 
and that is Richard. He’s the 
example of public service,” 
Richardson said. “And 
thinking of Richard Green 
Lugar as pointing to a better 
way for the future — let’s do 
that. This current environ-
ment does not need to be the 
way it is. 

“Let’s use the example of 
Dick Lugar and get to a bet-
ter place for future genera-
tions.”

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Bluffton NOW!

Richard Lugar honored

County, about 50 miles northeast of 
Atlanta. At an afternoon news confer-
ence, officials would not say what type 
of gun was used.

Barrow County Sheriff Jud Smith 
choked up as he began to speak during 
the briefing. He said he was born and 
raised in the community and his kids 
are in the school system.

“My heart hurts for these kids. My 
heart hurts for our community,” he 
said. “But I want to make it very clear 
that hate will not prevail in this county. 
I want that to be very clear and known. 
Love will prevail over what happened 
today.”

It was the latest among dozens 
of school shootings across the U.S. 
in recent years, including especially 
deadly ones in Newtown, Connecticut, 
Parkland, Florida, and Uvalde, Texas. 
The classroom killings have set off 
fervent debates about gun control and 
frayed the nerves of parents whose 
children are growing up accustomed 
to active shooter drills in classrooms. 
But they have done little to move the 
needle on national gun laws.

Before Wednesday, there had been 
29 mass killings in the U.S. so far this 
year, according to a database main-
tained by The Associated Press and 
USA Today in partnership with North-

eastern University. At least 127 people 
have died in those killings, which are 
defined as incidents in which four or 
more people die within a 24-hour peri-
od, not including the killer — the same 
definition used by the FBI.

Last year ended with 217 deaths 
from 42 mass killings, making 2023 
one of the deadliest years on record for 
such shootings in the country.

On Wednesday in Georgia, sopho-
more football player Jacob King said 
he had dozed off in his world history 
class after a morning practice when he 
heard about 10 gunshots.

King said he didn’t believe the 
shooting was real until he heard an 
officer yelling at someone to put down 
their gun. When his class was led 
out, he saw officers shielding what 
appeared to be an injured student.

Ashley Enoh was at home in the 
morning when she got a text from her 
brother, a senior at Apalachee High: 
“Just so you know, I love you.”

When Erin Clark, 42, received a 
text from her son Ethan, a senior, say-
ing there was an active shooter, she 
rushed from her job at the Amazon 
warehouse to the school. The two 
texted “I love you,” and Clark said she 
prayed for him as she drove.

With the main road to the school 
blocked, she parked and ran with other 

parents. They were directed to the foot-
ball field, and amid the chaos, Clark 
found Ethan sitting on the bleachers.

Clark said her son was writing an 
essay in class when he first heard gun-
fire. He worked with his classmates to 
barricade the door and hide.

“I’m so proud of him for doing 
that,” she said. “He was so brave.”

Traffic going to the school was 
backed up for more than a mile as par-
ents tried to get to their children. Bar-
row County schools will be closed for 
the rest of the week as they cooperate 
with the investigation, but grief coun-
seling will be available.

“It’s just outrageous that every day, 
in our country, in the United States 
of America, that parents have to send 
their children to school worried about 
whether or not their child will come 
home alive,” Vice President Kamala 
Harris said during a campaign stop in 
New Hampshire.

In a message posted to social media, 
former President Donald Trump said: 
“These cherished children were taken 
from us far too soon by a sick and 
deranged monster.”

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp said in a 
statement: “This is a day every parent 
dreads, and Georgians everywhere will 
hug their children tighter this evening 
because of this painful event.”

Georgia high school shooting
(Continued from Page 1)

Kroger’s CEO
grocery sales. Combined, 
Kroger and Albertsons 
would control around 13%.

“We know that pricing 
is going to continue to go 
down,” McMullen said.

His statements and the 
upcoming testimony of 
Albertsons CEO Vivek San-
karan were expected to be 
critical components of the 
three-week hearing, which 
is at its mid-point. What the 
two say under oath about 
prices, potential store clo-
sures and the impact on 
workers will likely be scru-
tinized in the years ahead if 
the merger goes through.

FTC Chief Trial Coun-
sel Susan Musser referred 
to Kroger’s 2021 investor 
fact book to make the argu-
ment that the merger would 
affect competition in areas 
where the two company’s 
stores overlap. According to 
figures included in the docu-
ment, Albertsons is Kroger’s 

biggest competitor in mul-
tiple metropolitan areas, 
including Portland.

A Kroger attorney coun-
tered by saying that Walmart 
remains Kroger’s largest 
competitor in a majority of 
markets around the country.

The FTC and labor 
union leaders also claim 
that workers’ wages and 
benefits would decline if 
Kroger and Albertsons no 
longer compete with each 
other. They’ve addition-
ally expressed concern that 
potential store closures 
could create so-called food 
and pharmacy “deserts” for 
consumers.

Albertsons has argued 
the deal could actually bol-
ster union jobs, since many 
of it and Kroger’s competi-
tors, like Walmart, have few 
unionized workers. McMul-
len said Wednesday that 
Kroger was committed to 
honoring existing labor con-
tracts.

(Continued from Page 1)



By WHITNEY 
DOWNARD

Indiana Capital Chronicle
The last two parents of 

medically fragile children 
receiving state payments for 
attendant care will transition 
to Structured Family Care-
giving with everyone else 
following a Friday court rul-
ing. But the federal judge 
presiding over the attendant 
care lawsuit ruled that FSSA 
must “arrange” for families 
to receive in-home skilled 
nursing services on top of 
that program.

During a court hearing in 
August, the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Indiana 
argued on behalf of the Indi-
ana Protection and Advo-
cacy Services Commission 
and two medically frail chil-
dren that families needed 
more services than what 
the SFC program provides. 
Prior to July 1, the state paid 
parents as Legally Respon-
sible Individuals for atten-
dant care provided to their 
children, a form of unskilled 
care that includes feeding, 
bathing and more. 

Attorneys representing 
the state said Indiana erred 
in allowing parents to par-
ticipate in that program, 
which supporters say pays a 
“living wage” instead of the 
flat, per diem amount grant-
ed under SFC. 

Late Friday, U.S. District 
Court Chief Judge Tanya 
Walton Pratt issued a pre-
liminary modified injunc-
tion which would transition 
the families to SFC and 
away from attendant care. 
However, the state was 
instructed to “take immedi-
ate and affirmative steps” 
to arrange in-home skilled 
nursing services to both 
families. 

In August’s hearing, all 
parties acknowledged a 
statewide nursing shortage 
that made such services dif-
ficult to obtain. It wasn’t 
immediately clear how the 
two children at the heart of 
the suit would obtain that 
care following Friday’s rul-
ing. 

Timeline and 
relevant details

The Family and Social 
Services Administration, 
which oversees the state’s 
administration of Medic-
aid programs, expanded its 
waiver program for atten-
dant care to include legally 
responsible individuals 
— often parents but occa-
sionally spouses. Such fam-

ily members could provide 
unskilled care and be reim-
bursed by the state through 
a participating home health 
agency for the first time. 

The families of over 
1,600 children signed up 
for the program, which did 
not include guardrails like 
a cap on hours or payments 
and some families had 
more than one person par-
ticipate as an LRI. Payments 
for some care exceeded 
$100,000 for one child, of 
which providers took a por-
tion. 

In December, FSSA 
revealed a shortfall of nearly 
$1 billion and later imple-
mented various cost-cutting 
measures, including a plan 
to transition families from 
attendant care to Structured 
Family Caregiving. Fami-
lies repeatedly rallied at the 
Statehouse, saying that SFC 
didn’t pay enough money to 
caretakers and petitioning 
lawmakers for relief. 

In the Friday ruling, Pratt 
notes that attendant care 
was reimbursed at $34.36 
per hour, of which 60% or 
less — $20.62 and under 
— went to families, depend-
ing on the home health 
agency. Comparatively, SFC 
pays between $77.54 and 
$133.44 per day, of which 
families receive between 
65-70%, or between $50.40 
and $93.41.

The General Assem-
bly added some oversight 
requirements for the state 
agency earlier this year but 
ultimately allowed the tran-
sition plan to succeed. 

The SFC transition 
would occur as FSSA 
resigned its waiver program, 
splitting the former Aged 
and Disabled Waiver into a 
Health and Wellness Waiv-
er for the state’s disabled 
population and a PathWays 
for Aging Waiver for those 
aged 60 and older. Both 
changes occurred on July 
1 with the exception of the 
two families who sued for 
relief. 

The families of E.R. and 
G.S., the minors at the heart 
of the lawsuit, claimed in 
court that the substantial 
care needs of their sons 
necessitate round-the-clock 
care. E.R. has cri-du-chat 
syndrome, a rare genetic 
disorder, which is related to 
several of his other diagno-
ses and symptoms, includ-
ing chronic respiratory 
issues, epilepsy, partial deaf-
ness and partial blindness. 

G.S. has hypoxic-isch-
emic encephalopathy, a type 
of brain damage that affects 
the central nervous system, 
as well as Lennox-Gastaut 
syndrome and a severe 
form of dysautonomia. He 
has routine seizures as well 
as cardiac and respiratory 
issues. 

Both children also use 
gastronomy tubes to eat. 
Due to their care needs, 
families worry they would 
need to be institutionalized 
if their mothers weren’t paid 
to provide their care because 
the parents — who are the 
sole caregivers — would 
need to secure outside 
employment.

Both families testified 
about their unsuccessful 
efforts to secure staffing for 
the hours they already had 
approval for under the Med-
icaid waiver. It is unclear 
how the two boys will get 
access to nursing services 
following the judge’s ruling, 
which was acknowledged in 
Friday’s filing. 

Pratt, the federal judge, 
concluded that, “Looking 
at the factors presented by 
(plaintiffs) and the history 
of services FSSA has actu-
ally provided to the Indi-
vidual Plaintiffs, as a result 
of FSSA’s changes … E.R. 
would lose 112 hours a 
week of services from a 
trained provider, and G.R. 
would lose 84 hours a week 
of services.

“The loss of these ser-
vices is sufficient to show 
that the Individual Plaintiffs 
are at serious risk for institu-
tionalization.”

More from the ruling
Pratt’s ruling includes 

a requirement for FSSA to 
“arrange” in-home skilled 
nursing services for E.R. for 
a minimum of 40 hours per 
week and for G.S. for a min-
imum of 80 hours per week.

“It is not enough for 
the Individual Plaintiffs’ 
needs to be met eventually; 
they would need to be met 
immediately following this 
Court’s ruling,” Pratt con-
tinued. “It is undisputed that 
there is a nurse shortage in 
Indiana and that nurses are 
unable to provide skill(ed) 
nursing services for the 
number of hours G.S. and 
E.R. are approved for…”

Pratt concluded that if 
an injunction were denied 
and both parents returned 

to work, “there would be 
no one to provide” the care 
required for G.S. and E.R. 
The decision to modify 
the injunction protects the 
access to Medicaid servic-
es for everyone else, Pratt 
said, rather than granting 
the preliminary injunction 
initially sought by plaintiffs. 
Granting an injunction that 
allowed plaintiffs — and 
potentially other families — 
to utilize attendant care as 
used under the Aged & Dis-
abled Waiver would violate 
the state’s waiver plan filed 
with the federal government 
and could potentially jeop-
ardize funding.

However, Pratt notes 
that such a violation only 
occurred because FSSA 
didn’t include such a pro-
gram under its waivers. 
Notably, other states allow 
families to access attendant 
care, but have limits on 
hours claimed and payments 
and definitions for “extraor-
dinary” levels of care. 

“The possibility of a per-
manent injunction is strong. 
A permanent injunction 
would not violate Medicaid 
law because FSSA could 
be required to outline crite-
ria for extraordinary versus 
ordinary care,” Pratt said. 

Pratt additionally dis-
missed budget concerns from 
FSSA, noting that if families 
could find a more distant 
relative to provide attendant 
care then costs for the agency 
would be the same. 

“Alternatively, if the 
mothers are unable to find 
a non-Legally Respon-
sible Individual provider 
of (attendant care) and rely 
solely on the in-home nurs-
ing service they have been 
approved for, the cost to the 
State would be almost iden-
tical…,” Pratt said. “More-
over, if the State is unable 
to find a nurse to provide 
services and the Individual 
Plaintiffs need to be insti-
tutionalized, that would 
certainly come at a greater 
expense to the State.”

More than two thirds, 
or 68%, of families previ-
ously utilizing attendant 
care moved to SFC, though 
some secured someone else 
— such as an aunt or uncle 
— to provide attendant 
care. Other families rely on 
a combination of other ser-
vices, such as home health 
aides and respite care.
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Police Notebook

Judy Hostetter, 82
Judy Hostetter, 82, of Fort 

Wayne, passed away on Sunday, 
Sept. 1, 2024. 

She was born in Elkhart, Indi-
ana, on Dec. 24, 1941, to the late 
William and Claire (Bourn) Goede. 
Judy dedicated 13 years as an 
office manager of Crop mate, 
retiring in 2000. She enjoyed 
watching various wildlife, how-
ever birds were her favorite. 

She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Robin Moon and Tracey (Joe) 
Kuras; 14 grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; and 
siblings, Karl (Peggy) Goede and Gina (Dan) Urshel. 

She was preceded in passing by her husband, Bill 
Hostetter; and son, Ron Hostetter. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, at St. Aloysius Catholic Church, 
14623 Bluffton Rd. in Yoder, Indiana, with visitation one 
hour prior. Visitation will also be held from 2-4 p.m. and 
5-7 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, at Elzey-Patterson-
Rodak Home for Funerals, 6810 Old Trail Rd. in Fort 
Wayne, with a Rosary Service beginning at 4 p.m. 

Burial to follow the service at Oak Lawn Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions in Judy’s memory may be made 
to Stillwater hospice or St. Aloysius Catholic Church. 
Condolences can be left online at www.elzey-patterson-
rodakfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

MEDICARE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT OCT 15 TO DEC 7 CALL US

MARKETPLACE ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IS NOV 1ST -DEC 15TH

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready 
for Summer. 

Call and Schedule a 
Check Up Today!
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You are Invited!
Sunday September 8, 2024

At 10:00 am

Six Mile Church 
Celebrates 186 years!

And Welcomes New Pastor

Kevin Mechling 
With Special Music By

The King’s Four 
If you’ve never been to Six Miles Church, 

stop in and check us out.
Lunch will be served after the Service so please 
come have a good time and some great food. 

Everyone is Welcome!
Six Mile Church 
4790 SE SR 116

Bluffton, IN 46714

Federal judge rules FSSA must provide modified 
relief for families in attendant care lawsuit

On the Banks of the 
Wabash marching band
competition Saturday

The 47th annual On the Banks of the Wabash marching 
band competition will be held on Saturday, Sept. 7, at Bluff-
ton High School.

The competition will begin at 3 p.m. Norwell will per-
form at 3:30 p.m. and BHS will perform at 9:20 p.m. 
Awards will be at 9:35 p.m. Tickets are $10. 

Wednesday’s News-Banner misstated that a short You-
Tube video with the city of Bluffton’s rebranding. Due to 
budget restraints, the video will not be produced. A booth 
for information on the logo will be present at the Bluffton 
Free Street Fair.

Corrections and clarifications

INCIDENTS
County:
Friday, 12:12 p.m., 200 S 

and 200 E, Bluffton. Driver 
side swiped a pole.

Friday, 2:24 p.m., 200 
block of Countryside Drive, 
Markle. Report of domestic 
incident.

Friday, 6:03 p.m., 11 block 
of East Washington Street, 
Poneto. Subject advised he 
shot dog on his property mul-
tiple times for growling at 
him. Husky shot in front legs.

Saturday, 8:35 p.m., 3000 
West Scott Street, Zanes-
ville. Caller reported of pre-
vious tenants cut holes in 
floor and wall and removed 
sink and water heater.

Sunday, 7:01 a.m., Rose 
and Meridian roads, Bluff-
ton. Report of gunshots. 
Subjects were hunting with 
permission from property 
owner.

Sunday, 4:41 p.m., 3900 
East Elm Grove Road, 
Bluffton. Two protective 
orders served.

Sunday, 10:48 p.m., 1300 
West Central Avenue, Bluff-
ton. Roger Fox arrested on 
warrant.

Monday, 6:15 p.m., Oua-
bache State Park. Caller 
reported dog was left with 
camp host who refused to 
return it. Dog was returned.

Monday, 8:04 p.m., 600 
W and 900 S, Warren. Car 
versus deer.

Monday, 9:54 p.m., 200 
S and 300 W, Liberty Center. 
Report of a dead deer in road.

Tuesday, 4:07 p.m., 100 
E 100 N, Bluffton. Report of 
fraud via forgery.

Tuesday, 6:39 p.m., East 
200 N and S.R. 116, Bluff-
ton. Car versus deer.

Ossian:
Friday, 3:25 p.m., 2900 

East U.S. 224, Ossian. Caller 
complained about dogs in 
roadway.

Friday, 4:13 p.m., 100 E 
1100 N, Ossian. Report of 
fraud via credit card.

Saturday, 11:40 a.m., 
U.S. 224 and 100 E, Ossian. 
Driver cited for speeding.

Saturday, 4:06 p.m., S.R. 
1 and 700N, Ossian. Caller 
reported owner walking dog 
without leash, however, dog 
was not causing issues.

Saturday, 11:43 p.m., 400 
block of West Maplewood 
Drive, Ossian. Caller report-
ed subjects on back porch, 
unable to locate.

Sunday, 6:27 a.m., 5800 N 
450 E, Ossian. Caller reported 
subject stole trail camera and 
burned it. Trail camera pieces 
located in fire remains.

Monday, 3:08 a.m., 
400 block of Ridge Court, 
Ossian. Report of noise 
complaint.

Monday, 8:18 p.m., 200 
block of South Jefferson 
Street, Ossian. Caller reported 
subject stole pain medication.

Wednesday, 2:09 p.m., 
2300 E 700 N, Ossian. Call-
er complained of traffic haz-
ard due to road lines fading.

ARRESTS
Jared Joe West, 36, Ossian; 

fraud, possession of metham-
phetamine, a Level 3 felony, 
possession of a controlled 
substance, a Level 5 felony, 
possession of a controlled 
substance, a Level 6 felony, 
a Class B misdemeanor, and 
possession of xylazine and 
possession of paraphernalia, 
both Class A misdemeanors. 
Bond set at $34,100.

Jose Alexander Gomez 
Abrego, 39, Bluffton; oper-
ating without ever obtaining 
license, a Class C misde-
meanor. Booked and released.

Toccara Shamar Stone, 
40, Bluffton; operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated – 
endangerment, Class A mis-
demeanor, and operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated, a 
Class C misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $1,500.

Douglas Dean Ferris 
III, 37, Ossian; operating 
while intoxicated with pas-
senger less than 18, a Level 
6 felony, operating while 
intoxicated – endangerment 
and operating with an ACE 
of .15 or more, both Class A 
misdemeanors.

Christopher Lee Laugh-
ery, 40, Bluffton; contempt 
of court – civil. Bond set at 
$500.

Roger Lee Fox II, 21, 
Bluffton; theft, a Class A 
misdemeanor, and unauthor-
ized entry of a motor vehi-
cle, a Class B misdemeanor. 
No bond set.

Daniel Ray Kajune Jr., 
19, Fort Wayne; resisting law 
enforcement using a vehicle, 
a Level 6 felony, operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated 
– endangerment, operating 
with a controlled substance 
in body, a Class C misde-
meanor, and possession of 
marijuana, a Class B misde-
meanor. No bond set.
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By The Associated Press
Today is Thursday, Sept. 

5, the 249th day of 2024. 
There are 117 days left in 
the year.

Today in history: On 
Sept. 5, 1972, Palestinian 
militants attacked the Israeli 
Olympic delegation at the 
Munich Games, killing two 
and taking nine others hos-
tage; five of the militants, a 
German police officer and 
all hostages were killed in 
the following 24 hours.

Also on this date:
In 1774, the first Conti-

nental Congress assembled 
in Philadelphia.

In 1836, Sam Houston 
won the first presidential 
election in the newly estab-
lished Republic of Texas.

In 1905, the Treaty of 
Portsmouth was signed, 
ending the Russo-Japanese 
war; for his efforts in medi-
ating the peace negotiations, 

U.S. President Theodore 
Roosevelt was awarded the 
Noble Peace Prize the fol-
lowing year.

In 1957, Jack Kerouac’s 
novel “On the Road” was 
published.

In 1960, Muhammad 
Ali (as Cassius Clay) won 
the gold medal in the light 
heavyweight boxing divi-
sion at the Olympic Games 
in Rome.

In 1975, President Gerald 
R. Ford survived an assas-
sination attempt by Lynette 
“Squeaky” Fromme, a dis-
ciple of Charles Manson, in 
Sacramento, California.

In 1986, four hijackers 
who had seized a Pan Am 
jumbo jet on the ground in 
Karachi, Pakistan, opened 
fire on the jet’s passengers; 
a total of 20 passengers and 
crew members were killed 
before Pakistani comman-
dos stormed the jetliner.

Today in History

Submit your Letters to the Editor via:
	 •  Our website link (Submit your Letter)
	 •  E-Mail: email@news-banner.com
	 •  Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton IN 46714
	 •  Drop-off: 125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton
All letters must be signed and must  include a phone 

number or address in case verification is desired. Letters are 
edited for brevity and clarity. Letters must be no more than 
500 words.  Please mark your correspondence as a “Letter to 
the Editor,”  or if you wish to express an opinion to us but do 
not want it published, please mark as “Not for Publication.”

Lugar (and Morris) converted 
swords to ploughshares

Covering the 1996 presidential campaign 
of Indiana U.S. Sen. Richard G. Lugar, I 
found him in a Drake University classroom 
a few days before the Iowa caucuses talk-
ing with students. As I prepared to enter, a 
couple of national reporters were exiting, 
shaking their heads.

“Can you believe that?” one said. “He’s 
talking about Africa.”

The unsuccessful Lugar presidential cam-
paign was a cerebral diversion. While some 
candidates offered up the same scripted talk-
ing points over and over again, 
Sen. Lugar tended to offer 
remarks aimed at specific audi-
ences. And one of them was 
what would become the Presi-
dent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).

PREFAR was supported by Lugar and then-Senate 
Foreign Relations Chairman Joe Biden (the two 
rotated in that position) and signed into law by Presi-
dent George W. Bush. Prior to PREFAR, only about 
50,000 people in sub-Saharan Africa had been receiv-
ing lifesaving anti-retroviral drugs. That quickly grew 
to 1.4 million. And a generation later, PREFAR has 
been credited with saving more than 20 million lives in 
Africa.

Or as Lugar put it, “We should understand that our 
investments in disease pre-
vention programs have yield-
ed enormous foreign policy 
benefits during the last five 
years. PEPFAR has helped to 
prevent instability and soci-
etal collapse in a number of 
at-risk countries.

“In my judgment,” Lugar 
continued, “the dollars spent 
on this program can be justi-
fied purely on the basis of 
the humanitarian results 
that we have achieved. But 
the value of this invest-
ment clearly extends to our 
national security and to our 
national reputation.”

Tuesday, a little more than 
five years after Lugar passed 
away at age 87, many of his 
colleagues and constituents 
gathered outside Gainbridge 
Fieldhouse for the unveil-
ing of a monument in his 
honor. Former Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice gave 
the keynote, and there were 
video commemorations from 
President Bush and former Georgia Sen. Sam Nunn.

The unveiling of the Richard Lugar Monument 
pays homage to one of the most influential politicians 
in Hoosier history, who received more votes than any 
other Hoosier. The monument was installed later in 
the day in its permanent location at the Lugar Plaza on 
the south side of the City-County Building where, as 
mayor, Lugar orchestrated the pivotal era that launched 
modern Indianapolis. 

After winning the mayor’s office in 1967, he ush-
ered in the “Unigov” era which combined many func-
tions of Indianapolis and Marion County. In 1979 he 
played a major role in saving Chrysler Corporation, 
which employed 17,170 Hoosiers at the time.

As chairman and then ranking member of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee, his most important 
legacy came with the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Program, which deactivated 7,500 Soviet 
and Russian strategic nuclear warheads and destroyed 

more than 1,400 land- and submarine-
launched ballistic missiles after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union.

Nunn and Lugar had discovered Soviet 
nuclear and chemical weapon depots pro-
tected by chain-linked fences and padlocks, 
housed in chicken coop-style buildings with 
light streaming through their holey roofs. 
Shells filled with sarin gas or smuggled 
highly enriched uranium would have been 
coveted by terrorists like Osama bin Laden 
or ISIS. The program paid former Soviet 

physicists and upgraded security for 
weapons of mass destruction sites.

The Lugar monument was a five-
year project of Jim Morris, Mayor 
Lugar’s chief of staff who would 

later go on to head the United Nations World Food 
Programme. That was another frequent topic that 
Lugar (who also chaired the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee) would broach: hunger and feeding the world.

Upon his death, Gleaners Food Bank of Indiana 
President John Elliott observed, “Lugar fought cre-
atively for the one in eight Americans who are food 
insecure. He tirelessly defended the School Lunch 
Program, including the critical Child Nutrition Reau-
thorization in 1998, which provides one in five meals 
to hungry Hoosier families even today.”

Did Jim Morris get to 
see the Lugar monument 
before he unexpectedly 
died last month?

Charlie Richardson, 
an Indianapolis attorney 
who helped plan the pri-
vately-funded $500,000 
monument project, said, 
“He was on this daily.” 
Richardson, who last 
talked with Morris the 
Wednesday before he 
died, added, “We were 
all taking instructions 
from Jim Morris right up 
until the end.”

I asked Richardson 
for a “Lugar story.”

He responded, “Tell 
me one.”

I told Richardson 
about accompanying 
Lugar and Nunn to 
watch the destruction of 
a Soviet era SS-25 mis-
sile motor north of Mos-
cow in 2007. Lugar had 
found an aerial photo of 

Indianapolis tacked to a wall in the crew quarters of a 
ICBM silo, its intended target. After Lugar, Nunn and 
then Ambassador Bill Burns (now the CIA director) 
pushed buttons along with their Russian military coun-
terparts, a rumble could be felt from over a mile away.

When we went to the burn stand to inspect what 
Nunn likened to “converting swords to ploughshares”, 
a light rain was falling, and then came a rainbow. “Sen. 
Lugar, look,” I beaconed. Lugar glanced skyward as a 
serene smile crossed his face though, uncharacteristi-
cally, he remained silent.

Richardson had one of his own. “In 2005, when 
Lugar introduced John Roberts to the Congress,” he 
said of the future Supreme Court chief justice who 
grew up in Long Beach. “Lugar said, ‘Growing up in 
Indiana one learns early on that talent and accomplish-
ments count, but honesty and integrity count more.”

Howey is a senior reporter and columnist for State Affairs/
Howey Politics Indiana. Find him on X @hwypol.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

New life comes to Angelpond
Ouabache State Park 

made Angelkeep’s year 
busier since the baby 
bison joined the herd. 
Multiple visits tried to 
get a good glimpse of 
the growth of the infant calf. Infant 
seemed a bit of a wrong descriptor. 

The “red dog,” as called in the 
first few months of life, matched the 
size of any large pet dog. The autumn 
“red,” but really orange, color 
appeared at birth. 

Living close to the park became an 
advantage for regular visits to watch 
an American bison’s growth. Very 
few get to witness this type of “red 
dog” growing into adult stature.

Every new bison birthed at Oua-
bache offered a renewed guarantee 
that the herd would survive. The first 
three bison arrived May 29, 1936. 
Today’s herd turned age 88.

New life began to reveal itself in 
Angelpond about the time of the June 
6 birth of “red dog.” Angelpond’s 
babies were miniscule when com-
pared to an infant bison.

Angelpond needed a new influx 
of aquatic life since the pond took 
a direct hit from a very prolific and 
hungry mink over many months. 
How difficult it felt viewing dead 
bluegills floating on their side just 
under the first of the frozen crest as 
the pond first began to take on the 
winter’s ice cover. 

Mink kill and keep the “catch” 
preserved in the icy water bath until 
their next desired meal. Angelpond 
became the mink’s Frigidaire, so to 
speak. The losses included many 
“pan-size” bluegills, more meat than 
a McFilet-O-Gill sandwich, if such 
existed.

How delight-
ful it became to 
see schools of 
newborn fish 
swimming near 
the pond’s shore. 
Dozens, if not 
hundreds, of 
transparent fish, 
only half an inch in length, swam in 
search of food. They were proof the 
fish population survived and progeny 
was produced. Most appeared to be 
bluegill. At this tender size large-
mouth bass look similar but carry the 
distinctive dark stripe down the side 
of transparent bodies.

Grandsons fished quite success-
fully on a summer day of catch-and-
release. No bass, but the bluegills 
were larger than hand-size. They 
were likely parents of the schools of 
fish witnessed on several occasions.

Spring tadpoles were always a joy 
to behold. Angelkeep’s bull frogs and 
green frogs thrive. Angelpond could 
be described as a frog pond. While 
Mr. Mink mixed aquatic dining with 
small mammals, the frogs have a 
stronger nemesis. Frogs and large 
tadpoles are fine dining to herons. 
Angelkeep has an abundance of visit-
ing fisher-herons. As the case with 
fish, many a large frog has been seen 
sliding head-first down the crooked 
heron’s neck. Meals always go down 
head-first in heron etiquette.

Hundreds of tadpoles assured the 
healthy existence of these Angelpond 
amphibians. Many are born only to 

become food for other wildlife. It’s 
all part of the cycle. Survivors croak 
their winning existence across the 
crest of Angelpond like a froggy 
national anthem played for a Green-
Medal Winner.

Nature rewarded Angelkeep when 
stumbling past a large eight-square-
foot mass of frog eggs. It looked like 
a floating glob of crystal tapioca. Per-
haps more like transparent black eyed 
peas waiting to become tadpoles.

Newborn turtles appeared on 
different days at the south edge of 
Angelpond to announce the con-
tinuation of their reptile existence. 
Humans failed to observe the laying 
of the turtle eggs. The hatching like-
wise had been a private affair. A snap-
per of a size that had to have been in 
the first few days of its life (snapper 
births a former observance at Angel-
keep) rested on the muddy bank of 
the pond. This short encounter, before 
it hastily dived and swam away, 
served as a reminder that the pond 
would be called home for potentially 
three or four more decades.

There’s one critter taken off 
Angelkeep’s endangered list.

Even more exciting than a baby 
snapping turtle was the infant painted 
turtle. Its shell measurement equaled 
the previous snapper. Angelkeep 
had never witnessed a painted turtle 
emerging from an egg. This was the 
first time seeing a painted so small. 
The thrill seemed only a small step 
down from meeting a human grand-
child for the first time after its birth.

Angelpond lives on, and proved 
itself teeming with fresh new life.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

Sen. Richard Lugar 
during his third term in 
office (above), which 
is the approximate 
age chosen for the 
new 7-foot bronze 
statue depicting him 
unveiled Tuesday in 
Indianapolis (left).

Are local boards losing 
control of their meetings?

A few months ago, I experienced a 
rather meta moment as I was at a board 
meeting for Southern Wells schools 
and members of the FFA modeled their 
meeting procedure. 

The students did the “Robert’s 
Rules of Order” exercise with stealth 
and speed, working through a mock 
situation about where they should take 
a trip (if I remember correctly). “Do 
I have a motion?” “I motion.” “Do 
I have a second?” “I second.” “Any 
discussion?” “All in favor?” You get 
the drill. 

I remembered doing the same thing in a middle 
school ag class, far before I knew board meetings would 
be a daily part of my life. I thought it was a little silly at 
the time. Was there really a need for such formality?

Of course, I feel a bit different about things now. 
Researchers more educated than I have made arguments 
to improve public meetings, but nonetheless, meeting 
procedures serve a purpose. When a group of people 
attempts to work through often complex decisions, 
procedural expectations guide the process and set a 
standard for decorum.

Over the last several months, however, I’ve observed 
a startling disintegration of multiple boards and public 
meetings in Wells County. Perhaps the occasional 
interruption from an audience member serves no real 
harm, but on more than one instance, meetings have 
been overtaken by extensive interruptions or unregulated 
time for public comment. 

Board leadership has often made little or no attempt 
to manage the situation and instead, either continues 
the open discussion or looks to other board members 
to resolve an outburst. On one such occasion with the 
township advisory board, a board member packed up 
his things and left after he felt an audience member had 
been out of line. 

By then, however, that was entirely the standard of 
conversation in the meeting. Comments were yelled 
constantly from the audience, with the only initial 
pushback that the audience needed to state their name 
“for the media.” That was swiftly ignored, and when I 
later asked someone who they were, I was met with a 
curt, “I don’t want my name in the paper.” 

At a recent school board meeting, audience members 
spoke freely on several issues they were concerned 
about. Afterward, a school administrator said he didn’t 
know who any of the parents were.

I have to wonder — what purpose do public 
comments serve when a deciding board member leaves 
a meeting and when a school administrator does not 
know who an issue affects as they’re making decisions? 

And that’s not to pick on any one school district or 
township — many boards have struggled to manage 
meetings at times. However, there seems to be an uptick 
in these circumstances as several boards deal with issues 
that have garnered more public participation. 

Thus far I’ve attributed a large portion of 
responsibility to boards and their elected leadership, 
but that isn’t to neglect the responsibility of the public. 
Although I would not dissuade from asking tough 
questions or showing frustration, I think there is a 
proper manner to do so.

Additionally, I do believe self-identification is a 
necessary part of public meetings. As some meetings 
have turned more toward a group discussion, self-
identification has sometimes just been a neglected 
aspect. That said, where it has been an intentional 
choice, I struggle with how people seemingly do not 
want to be held accountable — just by identifying 
themselves — like they expect from their public 
officials. Moreover, it provides the necessary context to 
those who represents an affected neighborhood, district 
or group. 

If there were a conflict in nearly any other group 
setting — a family, the workplace, a volunteer group, 
etc. — we would likely agree that anonymously 
launching comments and criticisms at one another is not 
the best way to work through an issue. 

Maybe I’m just on a soapbox and this really only 
matters “for the media.” Even so, I’d like to think if 
high school students can learn how to handle a meeting, 
maybe we have a chance as well.

holly@news-banner.com

Holly  
Gaskill
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Daughter spreads her wings
Dear Annie: My daughter and her 

father and I were always close. We talk-
ed daily, telling one another about our 
days. She has three children. We paid 
for preschool for all of them, bought 
their clothes and even bought a condo 
for them to live in while she went to law 
school. She is our only living child; we 
were in a position to help, and we were 
happy to do so.

She divorced her husband, who 
was bleeding her financially by buy-
ing expensive new cars and going on 
expensive vacations. We also helped by 
babysitting the kids, getting meals many 
times and continuing with financial help.

She met someone very nice, stable 
and with a rising career. Her career rose, 
too. They are a family now, with five 
children and a big house to take care of.

We hear from her now once every 
two or three weeks, and visits are rare 
— maybe once every three months. 
We went through a very painful time 
from this separation, especially me. I’m 
all right now and have developed new 
friends. I wonder, though, if this type 
of distancing from us is something she 
had to do to become independent, or if 
she almost mistreated us. What do you 
think? — A Mom of a Grown Daughter

Dear Mom of a Grown Daughter: 
Ideally, in parenting, you raise your chil-
dren to have a strong foundation; you 
give them good roots; and then you give 
them wings to fly away on their own. It 
sounds like you have done a great job 
parenting. I don’t think your daughter is 
mistreating you; I think she is happy and 
enjoying her life, which should be your 
goal. Maybe see if you can go over and 
visit her and all of your many grandkids.

Sometimes, when we are having a 
difficult time in life, even in adulthood, 
it is our parents who help us out. Your 
daughter was going through a tough 
time with her ex-husband, and your sup-
port was so helpful that she was able to 
get back on her feet and find a good hus-
band and a happy life. Job well done, 

Mom.
Dear  Annie: 

I read the letter 
from “Frustrated 
Friend,” who was 
struggling with 
how to handle a 
“frenemy,” and 
my heart went 
out to her, as I 
have lived the 
exact same situa-
tion. You are per-
fectly correct in 
your response that 
this person is no 
friend.

I, too, never 
knew how to handle my frenemy 
because the insults were always spo-
ken sotto voce or to someone else but 
always loud enough for me to hear, or, 
as “Frustrated Friend” says, “embarrass-
ing” because they were said “while in 
the company of others.”

You suggest, “Stand up for yourself 
the next time she insults you.” I would 
love to get some suggestions from you 
on how to handle this type of individual. 
How does one stand up to someone who 
is so passive aggressive? — Been There

Dear Been There: The best way 
to stand up to a bully (even a passive 
aggressive one) is to stand up to the 
bully directly. Let them know very direct-
ly that you don’t have time for passive 
aggressive games. If they continue to 
try to boss you around through passive 
aggressiveness, it might be time to pack 
your bags and look for a new friend. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNSAll transgression 
begins with 

sinful thinking

TV & Entertainment Weekly | August 31 - September 6, 2024 14 | Thursday prime time

09/05 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Perry 
Stone 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Today 
With God 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy! Big Brother (L) (N) Young 
Sheldon 

Ghosts Fire Country
"Something's Coming" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago P.D. "Trapped" Chicago P.D. "Blood 

and Honor" 
Chicago P.D.
"Deadlocked" 

Chicago P.D. "Out of 
the Depths" 

Chicago P.D. "You Only 
Die Twice" 

Chicago P.D. "The 
Bleed Valve" 

Chicago P.D. "Fight" Chicago P.D. "New 
Life" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Press Your Luck "The 
Challenger!" 

Lucky 13 "Go Big or Go 
Home" (N) 

Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

NFL Kickoff 2024 (L)
(N) 

(:15) NFL Football Baltimore Ravens at Kansas City Chiefs From Arrowhead Stadium in 
Kansas City, Mo. (L) (N) 

News (N) (:05) Tonight Show (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Icky 
Shuffle" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Minor League Baseball (L) (N) Dateline Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Mom 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Penn "Magicians Like to 

Spoon" 
Animals 
(N) 

Funny Kids
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Chicago P.D. "Captive" Divorce 
Court 

Judge Lake 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Call the Midwife PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 

America 
Arts In 
Focus (N) 

Fleetwood Mac: The Dance Fort Wayne Ballet, Dancer's 
Legacy: Edward Stierle 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Call the Midwife Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Now Entering: Gas City (N) Brothers Celebrating The Allman Amanpour and 

Company (N) 
This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang MasterChef The remaining chefs work in pairs & switch 
off cooking back-and-forth for the tag team challenge. 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Pandora" Castle "Linchpin" Castle "Once Upon a 

Crime" 
Castle "A Dance With 
Death" 

Castle "47 Seconds" (:05) Castle "The Limey" (:05) Castle
"Headhunters" 

Castle "A Dance With 
Death" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (3:00) < Live Free or Die ... <++ A Good Day to Die Hard (‘13) Bruce Willis. <+++ Mission: Impossible -- Ghost Protocol (‘11) Tom Cruise. <+++ Mission: Impossible -- Ghost Protocol 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<++ Austin Powers: International Man of 
Mystery (‘97) Elizabeth Hurley, Mike Myers. 

<+++ Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged 
Me (‘99) Heather Graham, Mike Myers. 

<++ Austin Powers in Goldmember (‘02, Com)
Beyoncé Knowles-Carter, Seth Green, Mike Myers.  

E! News
(N) 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Trippin' 
With 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Top Gun (1986, Action) Kelly McGillis, Anthony 
Edwards, Tom Cruise. 

<+++ Coming to America (1988, Comedy) Arsenio Hall, John 
Amos, Eddie Murphy. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) 2024 US Open Tennis Women's Semifinals From the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in 

Flushing, N.Y. (L) (N) 
SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) Football College Football (N) NBA Today UFC (N) UFC Archival (N) UFC Archival (N) Where Wolf

FSMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) MLB Baseball Sports 

Stars 
Life All-Star 
Game 

Athletes Unlimited Pro Softball Teams TBA From 
Parkway Bank Sports Complex in Rosemont, Ill. 

NASCAR 2022 Atlanta: 
Quaker State 400 

NASCAR Race Rewind
2023 Quaker State 400 

Warehouse Games Warehouse Games 

USA  34 133 105 242 
The Anonymous Law-SVU "Remember 

Me in Quarantine" 
Law-SVU "Sightless in a 
Savage Land" 

Law-SVU "The Long Arm 
of the Witness" 

Law-SVU "Hunt, Trap, 
Rape, and Release" 

Law-SVU "Return of the 
Prodigal Son" 

Law-SVU "Our Words 
Will Not Be Heard" 

Law-SVU "In the Year 
We All Fell Down" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
(4:00) Homestead 
Rescue "By a Landslide" 

Homestead "Storm 
Shelter Showdown" 

Homestead Rescue
"The Hill of Death" 

Homestead The Raneys rescue a single-father 
homesteader facing threats of rockslides and bears.

Homestead The Raneys find an Idaho family struggling 
to survive in a dome home on the edge of a cliff. 

Homestead Rescue 
"Marsh Madness" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Sister Wives Sister Wives Sister Wives 1000-Lb. Sisters 1000-Lb. Sisters 1000-Lb. Sisters 1000-Lb. Sisters 1000-Lb. Sisters

HIST  38 77 120 269 
American Pickers 
"Mega Pick Madness" 

American Pickers
"Kingdom of Lost Junk" 

American Pickers
"Picking Against Time" 

American Pickers
"Runaway Train" 

American Pickers
"Beware of Deere" 

(:05) American Pickers
"King of Salvage" 

(:05) American Pickers
"Hidden Cash Stash" 

(:05) American Pickers 
"Runaway Train" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Killer Contact" The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "The Invader" The First 48 First 48 "Crossroads" (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< Fourth Down and Love (2023, Romance) Ryan 
Paevey, Sophia Powers, Pascale Hutton. 

< Falling in Love in Niagara (2024, Romance)
Dan Jeannotte, Masa Lizdek, Jocelyn Hudon. 

< Groundswell (2022, Romance) Ektor Rivera,
Tracy Yamamoto, Lacey Chabert. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:45) <++ The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo 
Drift (‘06) Zachery Ty Bryan, Lucas Black. 

<++ Fast & Furious (2009, Action) Paul Walker,
Michelle Rodriguez, Vin Diesel. 

<++ Fast Five (2011, Action) Paul Walker, Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel. < Leatherface (‘17) 
Sam Strike. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <+++ Crazy Rich Asians (‘18) Henry Golding, Constance Wu. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:00) < Back 
to the Fut... 

<+++ Back to the Future Part II (1989, Comedy) Christopher 
Lloyd, Lea Thompson, Michael J. Fox. 

<+++ Back to the Future (1985, Comedy) Christopher Lloyd,
Crispin Glover, Michael J. Fox. 

<+++ Back to the Future Part II (1989, Comedy) Christopher 
Lloyd, Lea Thompson, Michael J. Fox. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ True Lies (1994, Action) Jamie Lee Curtis, Tom Arnold, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

<+++ Twister (1996, Action) Bill Paxton, Cary Elwes, Helen 
Hunt. 

<+++ The Perfect Storm (2000, Thriller) Mark Wahlberg, 
John C. Reilly, George Clooney. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Speak Emmanuel Acho, Joy Taylor, and LeSean 
McCoy discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

Women's College Volleyball Teams TBA (L) (N) Kevin H 
Hour (N) 

NASCAR SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

To Be Announced 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC (N) Housewives/OC Housewives of Dubai Housewives SLC
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Rock Paper SpongeBob <++ Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (‘22) Jim Carrey, James Marsden. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Mater's Hamster & <+++ Cars (‘06) Owen Wilson. <++ Cars 2 (‘11) Owen Wilson. Mater's Kiff Jessie Jessie Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:00) <+ The Waterboy 
(‘98) Adam Sandler. 

<++ The Pacifier (2005, Children) Lauren 
Graham, Faith Ford, Vin Diesel. 

<+++ Mrs. Doubtfire (1993, Children) Sally Field, Pierce Brosnan, Robin 
Williams. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:50) <+++ The 
Martian Matt Damon. 

(:15) <+++ The Farewell (2019, Comedy Drama)
Tzi Ma, Diana Lin, Awkwafina. 

Industry (:05) To Be Announced (:50) Chimp Crazy "Head 
Shot" 

(:50) Industry (:50) < Love 
Lies Bleed... 

MAX  325  310 515 
<+++ Paranormal Activity (‘07) 
Micah Sloat, Katie Featherston. 

<++ Paranormal Activity 2 (‘10)
Micah Sloat, Katie Featherston. 

<+++ Hellboy II: The Golden Army (2008, 
Action) Selma Blair, Doug Jones, Ron Perlman. 

<+++ A Prayer Before Dawn (2017, Action)
Billy Moore, Pornchanok Mabklang, Joe Cole. 

<++ The A-Team (‘10) 
Liam Neeson. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) <+++ World 
War Z (‘13) Brad Pitt. 

<+++ Hustle & Flow (‘05) Anthony Anderson,
Taryn Manning, Terrence Dashon Howard. 

<++ The Equalizer (‘14, Action) Marton Csokas,
Chloë Grace Moretz, Denzel Washington. (P) 

(:15) <++ Brooklyn's Finest (2009, Crime Story) Don Cheadle,
Ethan Hawke, Richard Gere. 

< Wolf of 
Wall Street 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
< Another Kind of Wedding (‘17) 
Kevin Zegers, Kathleen Turner. 

<++ Top Secret! (‘84) Lucy 
Gutteridge, Val Kilmer. 

<+++ Airplane! (‘80) Julie Hagerty, 
Peter Graves, Robert Hays. 

<++ Airplane II: The Sequel (‘82)
Julie Hagerty, Robert Hays. 

<++ Fire in the Sky (1993, Drama) Robert 
Patrick, Craig Sheffer, D.B. Sweeney. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I am a Chris-
tian, but I disagree with 
others who say that think-
ing a bad thought is as bad 
as doing it. There’s no way 
this can be true, yet many 
stand on this as an abso-
lute truth. How can this 
be? – T.D.

Answer: Robert Brown-
ing said, “Thought is the 
soul of the act.” Ralph 
Waldo Emerson said, 
“Thought is the seat of 
action, the ancestor of 
every action is thought.”

Many people dream 
of sin, imagine sin, and if 
granted the opportunity 
indulge in sin. All they 
lack is the occasion to sin. 
So in the sight of God, 
they are sinners as great 
as though they had com-
mitted immorality. All 
transgression begins with 
sinful thinking. Solomon 

said, “For as he thinks in 
his heart, so is he” (Prov-
erbs 23:7, NKJV). If our 
thoughts are evil, then our 
acts will be evil. If our 
thoughts are godly, then 
our lives will be godly.

God destroyed the 
world during Noah’s time 
for its continual evil imagi-
nations. Is it not reason-
able to believe that all the 
sin, lust, and licentious-
ness rampant today grieves 
God’s heart just as it did in 
that day?

We must understand 
that Satan’s purpose is 
to steal the seed of truth 
from our hearts and 
his method is by send-
ing distracting thoughts. 
The difference between 
a Christian and a non-
Christian is this: Though 
they both may have good 
and evil thoughts, Christ 

will give His followers 
strength to select the right 
rather than the wrong. 
How does He strengthen 
us? Through fellowship 
with Him which comes 
by the reading of Scrip-
ture and spending time 
in prayer, obeying Him 
as He guides and directs 
our thoughts, actions, and 
steps. “They demonstrate 
that God’s law is written in 
their hearts, for their own 
conscience and thoughts 
either accuse them or tell 
them they are doing right” 
(Romans 2:15, NLT).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR 
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
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Is your old vehicle 
as annoying as a 
dripping faucet?

Raiders top Warriors 
in ACAC girls’ golf match

Southern Wells hosted and beat Woodlan 
in girls’ golf at Dogwood Glen on Wednes-
day.

The Raiders won by a score of 206 to the 
Warriors’ 228.

Kolbie Beavans was the medalist and top 
golfer for the Raiders with a score of 48, 
followed by Callie Ripperger (50), Sophie 
Meeks (53) and both Erika Beavans and 
Collena Reeves (55).

Southern Wells will be at South Adams at 
5 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 6.

Tigers remain unbeaten in 
boys’ tennis, beats Generals

Bluffton improved to an unbeaten 5-0 
in boys’ tennis with a sweep over Wayne at 
home on Wednesday.

Individual results
• Nolan Lambert defeated Sebastian Apo-

daca 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 at No. 1 singles.
• Anthony Hartman defeated Josh Buss 

6-2, 4-6, 6-0 at No.2. singles.
• Jacob Ribich defeated Jayden Harris 

6-0, 6-1 at No. 3 singles.
• Ben Maggard and Coy Lantz defeated 

Eric Echeverra and Duncan Keirns 5-7, 7-6 
(7-4), 6-4 at No. 1 doubles. 

• Kade Abbett and Dane Schlagenhauf 
defeated Cash Gaines and Lavonte Wash-
ington 6-2, 6-1 at No. 2 doubles.

The junior varsity team won by a score of 
7-4 and improved to 7-1 on the season.

Results for JV
• Reid Abbett (B) defeated Noah Miller 6-1.
• Noah Miller (W) defeated Lance Moser 

7-5.
• Jace Draper (B) defeated Logan Regal-

do 6-2.
• Lincoln Rodgers (B) defeated Logan 

Regaldo 6-1.
• Aiden Huff (W) defeated Carter Lehm-

an 6-2.
• Aiden Huff (W) defeated Kenny Mer-

cer 6-0.
• Aiden Huff (W) defeated Jared Moser 

6-4.
• Jed Logan and Braden Lemler (B) 

defeated Jayden Fields and Ben Pozvelds 
6-4.

• Alex Maggard and Jackson Meyer (B) 
defeated Jayden Fields and Ben Pozvelds 
6-1.

• Chase Houser and Carter Williams (B) 
defeated Eli Summers and Kanoa Olry 6-4.

• Grant Reifsteck and Graham Linder-
well (B) defeated Eli Summers and Kanoa 
Olry 6-3.

Bluffton will host Leo at 5 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 9.

Norwell defeats Oak Farm 
in JV-only tennis match

Norwell defeated Oak Farm 3-2 in a 
junior varsity only match at home Wednes-
day night.

Results
• Ryan Kochanski (O) defeated Levi 

White 6-1, 6-0 at No. 1 singles.
• Ryker Elias (O) defeated Brady Wat-

kins 6-2, 6-2 at No. 2 singles.
• Christian Werling (N) defeated Lilly 

Moser 6-3, 64 at No. 3 singles.

• Dylan Randol and Ryan Ewing (N) 
defeated Fyo Hayden and Wesley Ostlund 
6-1, 6-4 at No. 1 doubles.

Jasper Kreigh and Greyson Chavis (N) 
defeated Gretchen Lowe and Ivy Witmer 
6-2, 6-4 at No. 2 doubles.

In other matches
• Carter DeWeese (N) defeated Kingston 

Linthicu, 8-4.
• Jensen Miller and Braden Hoag (N) 

defeated Riley Fitzharris and Madelyn 
Burtch 8-3.

Norwell will be at home against Colum-
bia City in Northeast 8 Conference play 
starting at 5 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 5.

Tigers sweep Patriots in 
middle school football

Bluffton defeated Jay County in middle 
school football Tuesday night.

The eighth grade team won 32-18. Chase 
Kistler was the star of the show, rushing 
for 259 yards and four touchdowns on 19 
attempts. He also caught a 10-yard pass. 
Croy Stout took two catches for 26 yards. 
Ethan Ribich went 6-10 at quarterback for 
40 yards.

On defense, Cameron Simpson led the 
team with seven tackles. Wyatt Holmes and 
Kistler had three each. The Tigers allowed 
two touchdowns on kick returns.

The seventh grade team won 12-6. 
Kreigh Ault went 3-4 at quarterback for 
37 yards and a 14-yard touchdown pass to 
Riker Beste. Easton Schipper also had an 
18-yard catch. Davin Drayer had 143 yards 
on nine carries and a touchdown.

Drayer led the defense with five tackles. 
Kole Kiefer and Beste had four each.

Norwell Middle School hosts 
cross country invitational
Norwell hosted its middle school cross 

country event on Wednesday.
The boys’ team finished fifth with a team 

score of 133, sitting behind first-place Sum-
mit with 55 points, Maple Creek second 
(66), 3. Woodside (90) and Southern Wells 
fourth (114).

Top runners for the boys were Maddux 
Thornton in seventh place with a time of 
11:03.5, Easton Reinhard eighth (11:08.4), 
Titus Jacob 38th (12:12.0), Paxton Frisch 
39th (12:15.4), Miles Daughtery 41st 
(12:17.5), Nolan Hitzfield 46th (12:25.3) 
and Harrison Koop 48th (12:33.4). 

The girls’ team finished in sixth place 
with a score of 152, sitting behind Maple 
Creek in first at 18, Summit second (90), 
Eastbrook third (106), Indian Springs fourth 
(125) and St. Charles/St. Jude fifth (144).

Top runner for the girls were Leah Ran-
dol in 25th place with a time of 13:20.0, 
Kenley Reed 27th (13:25.5), Hadley Meyer 
30th (13:29.7), Avery Thornton 33rd 
(13:41.7) and Haley Lewis 38th (13:54.0).

Knights split middle school 
football games with Barons
Norwell’s Middle School football teams 

left DeKalb with a split Wednesday night.
The eighth grade team won 14-0 and 

improved to 1-1 on the season.
The seventh grade team fell 6-0 for their 

first loss.

Sports Roundup

Norwell’s Jaycie Grzych (spiking) leaps and loads up for a spike against Wayne defenders 
Wednesday night at The Castle. Grzych smacked six kills to up her total to 70 on the season, 
helping the Knights top the Generals 3-0. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Teammates Mekynzi Beck (left) and Emma Vachon laugh with one another as their team rolled  
through the second set of the match.

Knights breeze past Generals,  
winning five of last six games

By RYAN WALKER
Norwell kept its hot streak rolling in a 

3-0, no sweat, sweep over Wayne Wednes-
day night at The Castle.

The Knights (7-4) eased through the 
Generals (1-7) with scores of 25-11, 25-8 
and 25-16. It was a total team effort, as 
most of the starters and the bench were 
unloaded and made their mark one way or 
another. For a team that has a strong junior 
class (11 out of the 15 varsity members are 
juniors), the development of the team is 
pleasant for head coach Kayla Hunter.

“I think it feels good to them,” Hunter 
said. “Everybody got to contribute. They 
just seemed really relaxed and having fun.”

Vanessa Rosswurm led the team with 
seven kills, while Jaycie Grzych and Hope 
Mitchell added six each. Autumn Lee and 
Emma Vachon had three aces, Rebecca 
Settle 11 digs, Vachon 23 assists and both 
Mitchell and Rosswurm with one block.

The hot streak has been refreshing, but 
it hasn’t been as smooth sailing as it was 
Wednesday night.

Norwell swept both its season-opening 
games but hit a wall in three straight loss-
es to Heritage, Blackhawk Christian and 
Woodlan.

Since then, the Knights have added to the 
win column in five of their last six. At the 
Prairie Heights Invitational over the week-
end, they went 3-1 and defeated a 7-2 Man-

chester team. On Tuesday, they beat South-
ern Wells 3-0.

Perhaps they’re starting to find their 
stride just 11 games into the season. That’s 
the goal for the team, to find the high point 
of their own potential and stick there. Hunt-
er and the coaching staff are seeking the 
team to dial it up a notch.

“We talk a lot about finishing and play-
ing consistently,” Hunter said. “It’s kind of 
been the theme of the year so far — just try-
ing to play consistent. I think they learned 
in the losses that they didn’t do that, and so 
they’ve been really focusing on that.”

The Knights have plenty of time to get 
there. Their first Northeast 8 Conference 
matchup won’t happen until Sept. 19 at Leo 
six games from now.

Last year, the Knights’ 3-4 conference 
record was the only blemish to an impres-
sive 21-13 record. The team will look to 
change that this season and hopes to have 
figured out the right recipe for a challenging 
NE8.

“Getting to the point to where we are 
able to execute and be the aggressors and 
not just wait for the other team to make the 
plays and react, but we’re the ones creating 
our own energy and controlling our side,” 
Hunter said.

Norwell will be at South Adams at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 5.

ryan@news-banner.com

THURSDAY, SEPT. 5
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Jay County, 6 

p.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Columbia City at Norwell, 

5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton at Heritage, 5 p.m.; 

Norwell at Huntington North, 4:30 p.m.; South-
ern Wells at South Adams, 5 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Jay County at Norwell, 
5:30 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Bluffton at Manchester, 7 
p.m.; Norwell at South Adams, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 6
FOOTBALL: Bluffton at South Adams, 7 

p.m.; Norwell at Leo, 7 p.m.; Southern Wells 
at Jay County, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY,  SEPT. 7

CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Bluffton at 
Manchester Invitational, 8 a.m.; Norwell, 
Southern Wells at Marion Invitational, 8:30 
a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: North Side at Norwell, 
10 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Raider 4-Way Invitational 
(Southern Wells), 9 a.m.

MONDAY, SEPT. 9
BOYS TENNIS: Leo at Bluffton, 5 p.m.; 

Norwell at South Adams, 4:30 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Bluffton at Northfield, 7 p.m.
TUESDAY, SEPT. 10
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Wabash, 5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton at Blackhawk, 4:30 

p.m.; Columbia City at Norwell, 5 p.m.; South-
ern Wells at Northfield, 5 p.m.

High School Calendar

NASCAR CUP SERIES
Quaker State 400 available at Walmart

Site: Hampton, Georgia.
Schedule: Saturday, qualifying, 12:30 p.m.; Sunday, 

race, 3 p.m. (USA).
Last race: Chase Briscoe’s three-wide, late-race pass 

over Kyle Larson and Ross Chastain won Sunday’s South-
ern 500 at Darlington to qualify for the playoffs. It also 
allowed Stewart-Haas Racing to pursue a third and final 
championship before shutting down after the season. Bris-
coe held off Kyle Busch with Christopher Bell third. Tyler 
Reddick’s 10th-place finish clinched the regular-season 
championship by a point over Larson, who led 263 laps 
before Briscoe passed him.

Next race: Sept. 15, Watkins Glen, New York.
NASCAR XFINITY SERIES

Focused Health 250
Site: Hampton, Georgia.
Schedule: Saturday, qualifying, 11 a.m.; race, 3 p.m. 

(USA Network)
Last race: Christopher Bell recovered from being passed 

late to lead in the final laps of regulation, then survived an 
overtime bump from Cole Custer to win on Saturday.

Next race: Sept. 14, Watkins Glen, New York.
NASCAR TRUCK SERIES

Last race: There was an unexpected winner in the Truck 
Series’ opening playoff race with 22-year-old Layne Riggs 
winning his first ever race at the Milwaukee Mile last week. 
Riggs was not part of the 10-team playoff chase. But he held 
off championship contender Ty Majeski for the victory.

Next race: Sept. 19, Bristol, Tennessee.
FORMULA 1

Last race: One pit stop turned out to be enough for 
Charles Leclerc and Ferrari, which earned a rare victory in 
the Italian Grand Prix at Monza.

Next race: Sept. 15, Baku, Azerbaijan.
INDYCAR

Last races: Scott McLaughlin and Pato O’Ward took 
250-mile twin races last weekend at the Milwaukee Mile. 
Next races: Sept. 15, Lebanon, Tennessee.

NHRA DRAG RACING
Next event: Sept. 12-15, Mohnton, Pennsylvania.

WORLD OF OUTLAWS
Stockton Showdown, Stockton, California; Tom Tarlton 

Classic, Hanford, California.
Next events: Sept. 13, Bakersfield, California; Sept. 14, 

Merced, California.
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SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
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VEHICLES

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

Lottery Numbers
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SUDOKU ANSWER

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 08-12-18-32-

39
Lotto Plus — 01-08-23-

24-31-42
Cash4Life — 13-22-27-

35-46, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

08-10-14-15-18-21-23-26-
39-40-46-58-60-64-70-72-
73-75-76-80, BE: 75

Daily Three-Midday — 
00-06-01, SB: 01

Daily Three-Evening — 
02-08-07, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday — 
07-05-01-05, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening — 
09-00-00-07, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening — 
04-05-06-08-15-16-21-26-
27-31-32-43-49-53-54-62-
65-72-76-77, BE: 65

Hoosier Lotto — 15-24-
33-36-39-45

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $740 million
POWERBALL

07-10-21-33-59 Power-
ball: 20; Power Play: 3X

DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY
Proposed Flood Hazard 

Determinations for 
Wells County, Indiana 

and Incorporated Areas
The Department of Homeland 

Security’s Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has issued a 
preliminary Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM), and where applicable, 
Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report, 
reflecting proposed flood hazard 
determinations within Wells Coun-
ty, Indiana and Incorporated Areas. 
These flood hazard determinations 
may include the addition or modi-
fication of Base Flood Elevations, 
base flood depths, Special Flood 
Hazard Area boundaries or zone 
designations, or the regulatory 
floodway. Technical information or 
comments are solicited on the pro-
posed flood hazard determinations 
shown on the preliminary FIRM 
and/or FIS report for Wells County, 
Indiana and Incorporated Areas. 
These flood hazard determinations 
are the basis for the floodplain 
management measures that your 
community is required to either 
adopt or show evidence of being 
already in effect in order to qualify 
or remain qualified for participa-
tion in the National Flood Insur-
ance Program. However, before 
these determinations are effec-
tive for floodplain management 
purposes, you will be provided an 
opportunity to appeal the proposed 
information. For information on the 
statutory 90-day period provided 
for appeals, as well as a complete 
listing of the communities affected 
and the locations where copies of 
the FIRM are available for review, 
please visit FEMA’s website at 
https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/
fhm/BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp or 
call the FEMA Mapping and Insur-
ance eXchange (FMIX) toll free 
at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-
2627).

nb 8/28, 9/5
hspaxlp

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
OF ADDITIONAL 
APPROPRIATION

Notice is hereby given to the 
taxpayers of the school corpora-
tion known as Norwell Community 
Schools (the “School Corporation”) 
that the Board of School Trustees 
(the “Board”) of the School Corpo-
ration will meet at Central Office, 
312 N Jefferson St, Ossian, Indi-
ana, at the hour of 5:30 p.m. (Local 
Time) on September 24, 2024, to 
consider the following additional 
appropriation of the bonds (the 
“Bonds”) which the Board has 
determined to issue. The Board 
considers such additional appropri-
ation necessary to meet the need 
existing at this time:

	 An appropriat ion in the 
amount of $3,280,000 from the 
proceeds of the Bonds, including 
all original issue premium and all 
investment earnings thereon, to 
be deposited in the School Corpo-
ration’s Construction Fund (Fund 
#2301) on account of the renova-
tion of and improvements to facili-
ties throughout the School Corpo-
ration, including site improvements 
and the purchase of equipment, 
technology and buses (the “Proj-
ect”) in the School Corporation, 
including the incidental expenses 
necessary to be incurred in con-
nection with the Project and the 
issuance of Bonds on account 
thereof. The funds to meet such 
additional appropriation are to be 
provided by the issuance and sale 
of Bonds by the School Corpora-
tion.

The foregoing appropriation 
is in addition to all appropriations 
provided for in the existing budget 
and tax levy, and a need for such 
appropriation exists by reason 
of the inadequacy of the present 
buildings to provide necessary 
school facilities in the School Cor-
poration.

Taxpayers of the School Cor-
poration appearing at said meeting 
shall have the right to be heard in 
respect to the additional appropria-
tion.

Dated this 5th day of Septem-
ber, 2024.

	 /s/ Secretary, 
	 Board of School Trustees

Norwell Community Schools
oj, nb 9/5

hspaxlpNOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS

Notice is hereby given to the Taxpayers of the City of Bluffton, Wells 
County, Indiana, that the Common Council of said City will, at the Coun-
cil Chambers, 128 East Market Street, Bluffton, Indiana, meet on of Sep-
tember 17, 2024 at 5:30 o’clock P.M., to consider the following additional 
appropriations in excess of the 2024 budget.

CEDIT Fund 	 $60,000
APPROPRIATE TO:

Cedit Budget
443.080 County Road 200 S Project 	 $60,000
Taxpayers appearing at said meeting shall have the right to be heard. 

The additional appropriations as finally made will be automatically referred 
to the Department of Local Government Finance. The Department will 
make a written determination as to the sufficiency of funds to support the 
appropriations made within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy 
of the action taken.

Bri Lautzenheiser
City Clerk Treasurer

nb 9/5
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF HEARING
Pursuant to Indiana Code § 

20-26-7-37, notice is hereby given 
that the Board of School Trustees 
of the Southern Wells Community 
Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. on 
September 17, 2024, in the High 
School Media Center, 9120 S. 
300 W., Poneto, Indiana, to hold 
a hearing to discuss and hear 
objections and support regard-
ing the proposed renovation of 
and improvements to Southern 
Wells Elementary School, South-
ern Wells Jr/Sr High School, and 
the Raider Dome, including site 
improvements and purchase of 
equipment and technology. You are 
invited to attend and participate in 
the public hearing.

Dated September 5, 2024.
	 /s/ Secretary,

Board of School Trustees 
	 Southern Wells 
	 Community Schools

nb 9/5
hspaxlp

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
Pursuant to Indiana Code § 

6-1.1-20-5, notice is hereby given 
that the Board of School Trustees 
of the Norwell Community Schools 
has preliminarily determined to 
issue bonds in one or more series 
in the aggregate amount not to 
exceed $3,280,000 to fund the pro-
posed renovation of and improve-
ments to facilities throughout the 
School Corporation, including site 
improvements and the purchase of 
equipment, technology and buses.

Dated: September 5, 2024
	 /s/ Secretary, 
	 Board of School Trustees

Norwell Community Schools
oj, nb 9/5, 9/12

hspaxlp

SPECIAL MEETING
Ossian Town Council

Jefferson Township Advisory Board
Ossian Volunteer Fire Department

Collier’s Building
215 N Jefferson

SEPTEMBER 9, 2024, 6:00 PM
PRIOR to Ossian Town 

Council Meeting
NEW BUSINESS:
   • Discuss 2025 Fire Budget
ADJOURNMENT

nb 9/5
hspaxlp

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE

September 5 & 6, 9-5,
September 7, 9-2 Sack Sale,
FORGOTTEN CHILDREN
WORLDWIDE, 650 N. MAIN
STREET, BLUFFTON. Bring a
friend who has never attended
one of our sales before and
both of you will receive a KFC
coupon. All "new" items as we
liquidated everything in June
due to remodeling. Follow Us
on Facebook.

LARGE GARAGE SALE Fri-
day, Sept. 6, 9 to 5, Saturday,
Sept. 7, 9 to 2 p.m., 1508
Ridgewood Lane (Old Creek),
Bluffton. Home decor, pictures,
decorative pillows, Longen-
berger baskets, vases, Christ-
mas/Fall decorations, antique
large crocks, bar stools, vin-
tage heat lamp, antique table,
lamps, lampshades, kitchen
items, folding chairs, china
hutch, king size comforter,
small desk, women's clothes L
& XL, purses, dog beds, kids
clothes size 10-12, jewelry,
men's small, toys, games, doll-
house, Our Generation doll
clothes & accessories, ladies
26" bike, girl's 18" bike, 3 Ra-
zor scooters, digital bird feed-
er, 4 tier organization cart, free
piano. NO early sales.

MULTI-FAMILY

GARAGE SALE,

1158 N 450 E, Bluffton, Sept.
5 & 6, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sept. 7, 8
a.m.-? Toys, home decor,
adult clothing, boy & girl cloth-
ing, shoes, designer purses,
bedding & outdoor items.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 13, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 14,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 2730 E 1050
N, Ossian. Tables, chairs, so-
fa, misc.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

BLUFFTON POLICE DE-

PARTMENT Now Hiring! The
Bluffton Police Department is
accepting applications for the
position of police officer. Appli-
cant must be 21 years of age
by close of application date,
but less than 40; have a high
school diploma; two-year col-
lege degree or equivalent (60
hours), or three years of work
experience in police related
field or an ILEA Basic gradu-
ate or equivalent. Must provide
college transcripts. Applicant
must possess and maintain a
valid Indiana driver's license
and responsible work experi-
ence. Applicant must pass a
background investigation, writ-
ten test, physical agility test,
oral interview, voice stress ex-
amination, required statewide
baseline physical and psycho-
logical examination and drug
test. Applications may be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office, 128 E Market
St, Bluffton, IN, between the
hours of 8 am-4:30 pm Mon-
Fri. or online at
blufftonindiana.net. If you have
questions about the applica-
tion process, you may call the
Bluffton Police Department at
260-824-3320, Kyle Randall,
Chief of Police. Last day to ac-
cept applications will be
September 30, 2024

NEED MORE EMPLOYEES?

Place a 20 word, line classified
ad for a month for $52. Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5. Contact the Bluffton
News-Banner office, (260)
824-0224, 125 N. Johnson St.,
or www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Help Wanted
WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by
September 13th, 2024.

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Campers/RV’s

Read & recycle

Services

ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUN-
DATION repair and basement 
waterproofing experts. Wheth-
er basement, crawl space or 
concrete slab we’ll guide you 
on the right path to a healthy 
home. Act now! Up to $600 
off. Restrictions apply. Call for 
a free consultation. 1-877-229-
0197 (I)

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD 
products from AceWellness. 
We guarantee highest qual-
ity, most competitive pricing on 
CBD products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. Cou-
pon Code: PRINT20 Call Now 
833-226-3105 (I)

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-New York	 27	 6	 .818	 —
x-Connecticut	 24	 9	 .727	 3
x-Indiana	 18	 16	 .529	 9½
Atlanta	 11	 22	 .333	 16
Chicago	 11	 22	 .333	 16
Washington	 10	 23	 .303	 17

WESTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

x-Minnesota	 24	 9	 .727	 —
x-Las Vegas	 21	 12	 .636	 3
x-Seattle	 20	 13	 .606	 4
x-Phoenix	 17	 17	 .500	 7½
Dallas	 9	 24	 .273	 15
Los Angeles	 7	 26	 .212	 17
x-clinched playoff spot

Tuesday’s Games
Seattle 71, Connecticut 64
Washington 90, Dallas 86
Las Vegas 90, Chicago 71
Phoenix 74, Atlanta 66

Wednesday’s Games
Indiana 93, Los Angeles 86

Thursday’s Games
Seattle at New York, 7 p.m.
Washington at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Dallas at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Las Vegas at Connecticut, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Chicago, 9:30 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Phoenix at Seattle, 9 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
New York	 80	 59	 .576	 —
Baltimore	 81	 60	 .574	 —
Boston	 70	 70	 .500	 10½
Tampa Bay	 69	 70	 .496	 11
Toronto	 67	 74	 .475	 14

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Cleveland	 80	 60	 .571	 —
Minnesota	 75	 64	 .540	 4½
Kansas City	 76	 65	 .539	 4½
Detroit	 70	 69	 .504	 9½
Chicago	 32	 109	 .227	 48½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Houston	 75	 64	 .540	 —
Seattle	 69	 70	 .496	 6
Texas	 66	 73	 .475	 9
Oakland	 61	 78	 .439	 14
Los Angeles	 57	 81	 .413	 17½

Tuesday’s Games
Tampa Bay 2, Minnesota 1
Baltimore 9, Chicago White Sox 0
N.Y. Mets 7, Boston 2
Cleveland 7, Kansas City 1
Philadelphia 10, Toronto 9
Texas 7, N.Y. Yankees 4
Oakland 3, Seattle 2
L.A. Dodgers 6, L.A. Angels 2, 10 

innings
Wednesday’s Games

Philadelphia 4, Toronto 2
Tampa Bay 9, Minnesota 4
Chicago White Sox 8, Baltimore 1

Cincinnati 12, Houston 5
N.Y. Mets 8, Boston 3
Kansas City 4, Cleveland 1
N.Y. Yankees at Texas, late
L.A. Dodgers at L.A. Angels, late
Detroit at San Diego, late
Seattle at Oakland, late

Thursday’s Games
Houston (Brown 11-7) at Cincinnati 

(Lowder 0-1), 1:10 p.m.
Minnesota (López 13-8) at Tampa 

Bay (Bradley 6-9), 1:10 p.m.
Seattle (Woo 6-2) at Oakland (Estes 

6-6), 3:37 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Kochanowicz 2-3) at 

Texas (Bradford 4-2), 8:05 p.m.
Detroit (Mize 2-6) at San Diego 

(Pérez 4-5), 8:40 p.m.
Friday’s Games

N.Y. Yankees at Chicago Cubs, 
2:20 p.m.

Tampa Bay at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Boston, 7:10 

p.m.
Toronto at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Arizona at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
Minnesota at Kansas City, 8:10 p.m.
Seattle at St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.
Detroit at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.
Cleveland at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 

p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Philadelphia	 83	 56	 .597	 —
Atlanta	 76	 63	 .547	 7
New York	 76	 64	 .543	 7½
Washington	 62	 77	 .446	 21
Miami	 52	 87	 .374	 31

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 81	 59	 .579	 —
Chicago	 72	 68	 .514	 9
St. Louis	 71	 69	 .507	 10
Cincinnati	 67	 73	 .479	 14
Pittsburgh	 65	 74	 .468	 15½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Los Angeles	 84	 55	 .604	 —
San Diego	 79	 61	 .564	 5½
Arizona	 78	 61	 .561	 6
San Francisco	68	 71	 .489	 16
Colorado	 51	 89	 .364	 33½

Tuesday’s Games
Washington 6, Miami 2
N.Y. Mets 7, Boston 2
Atlanta 3, Colorado 0
Pittsburgh 5, Chicago Cubs 0
Philadelphia 10, Toronto 9
St. Louis 7, Milwaukee 4, 12 innings
L.A. Dodgers 6, L.A. Angels 2, 10 

innings
Arizona 8, San Francisco 7

Wednesday’s Games
Philadelphia 4, Toronto 2
Miami 4, Washington 3, 10 innings
Cincinnati 12, Houston 5
Chicago Cubs 12, Pittsburgh 0
Atlanta 5, Colorado 2
N.Y. Mets 8, Boston 3
St. Louis 3, Milwaukee 2, 10 innings
L.A. Dodgers at L.A. Angels, late
Detroit at San Diego, late
Arizona at San Francisco, late

Thursday’s Games
Houston (Brown 11-7) at Cincinnati 

(Lowder 0-1), 1:10 p.m.
Arizona (Kelly 4-0) at San Francisco 

(Snell 2-3), 3:45 p.m.

Philadelphia (Suárez 11-6) at Miami 
(Oller 1-1), 6:40 p.m.

Washington (Irvin 9-11) at Pittsburgh 
(Falter 6-7), 6:40 p.m.

Colorado (Gomber 4-10) at Atlanta 
(López 8-4), 7:20 p.m.

Detroit (Mize 2-6) at San Diego 
(Pérez 4-5), 8:40 p.m.

Friday’s Games
N.Y. Yankees at Chicago Cubs, 

2:20 p.m.
Colorado at Milwaukee, 6:10 p.m.
Washington at Pittsburgh, 6:40 p.m.
Cincinnati at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Philadelphia at Miami, 7:10 p.m.
Toronto at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
Arizona at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
Seattle at St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.
San Francisco at San Diego, 9:40 

p.m.
Cleveland at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 

p.m.

Midwest League
High-A Midwest League Glance

Saturday, Aug. 31
Fort Wayne 3, Lansing 2

Sunday, Sept. 1
Fort Wayne 8, Lansing 4

Monday, Sept. 2
Dayton 1, Great Lakes 0

Tuesday, Sept. 3
West Michigan 5, Lansing 4, 11 

innings
Fort Wayne 6, South Bend 5, 11 

innings
Quad Cities 3, Beloit 0
Lake County 4, Peoria 3
Wisconsin 2, Cedar Rapids 1

Wednesday, Sept. 4
South Bend 2, Fort Wayne 1

Thursday, Sept. 5
South Bend at Fort Wayne, 7:05 

p.m.
Friday, Sept. 6

South Bend at Fort Wayne, 7:05 
p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 7
South Bend at Fort Wayne, 6:35 

p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 8

Dayton at Great Lakes, 1:05 p.m.
South Bend at Fort Wayne, 1:05 

p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Wednesday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
NEW YORK YANKEES — Sent RHP 

Ian Hamilton to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
(IL) on a rehab assignment.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Agreed to 
terms with RHP Jesse Hahn on a minor 
league contract.

TEXAS RANGERS — Placed SS 
Corey Seager on the 10-day IL. Select-
ed the contract of OF Sandro Fabian 
from Round Rock (PCL). Transferred 
RHP Jon Gray to the 60-day IL.

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Recalled RHP 

Trey Wingenter and RHP Jack Neely from 
Iowa (IL). Placed RHP Jorge Lopez on 
the 15-day IL, retroactive to Sept. 3 and 
LHP Justin Steele retroactive to Sept. 1.

News-Banner Scoreboard

By NICOLE KRAFT and 
NOAH WEISKOPF Associated Press
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Fans and 

Columbus Blue Jackets players gathered for 
an emotional candlelight vigil outside the 
team’s arena Wednesday night to remem-
ber Johnny Gaudreau and brother Matthew, 
who died last week when they were struck 
by a suspected drunken driver while riding 
bicycles in their home state of New Jersey.

The crowd of of roughly 1,000 outside 
Nationwide Arena was encouraged at 7:49 
p.m. to light their candles. For the next 
13:21 — for Johnny’s jersey No. 13 and 

Matthew’s No. 21 — they stood in silent 
remembrance watching a nearby video 
screen as a slideshow played of the brothers 
from childhood, through their teenage years 
and into college hockey, the pros, marriages, 
baptisms and lives filled with joy and love.

Flanked by a memorial 20 feet deep 
and 40 feet wide of jerseys, candles, bal-
loons, stuffed animals, Gatorade bottles and 
signage, players including captain Boone 
Jenner, defenseman Erik Gudbranson and 
forward Cole Sillinger shared memories 
and inspirations they gained from knowing 
Johnny Gaudreau.

By GAVIN DORSEY 
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — Shota Imanaga and 
two Cubs relievers combined on a no-hitter, 
leading Chicago over the Pittsburgh Pirates 
12-0 on Wednesday night.

Imanaga (12-3), a 31-year-old left-hander 
in his first season with the Cubs after pitching 
in Japan for eight seasons, struck out seven 
and walked two over seven innings. He threw 
66 of 95 pitches for strikes.

He needed 25 pitches to get through the 
second inning. His season high is 103 pitches 
against St. Louis on June 15. Imanaga has not 
gotten an out in the eighth inning.

Imanaga agreed in January to a $53 mil-
lion, four-year contract. Chicago paid a 
$9,825,000 posting fee to the Yokohama Bay-
Stars of Japan’s Central League.

Nate Pearson pitched a 1-2-3 eighth inning 
and Porter Hodge a perfect ninth in the Cubs’ 
18th no-hitter, the first since Zach Davies, 
Ryan Tepera, Andrew Chafin and Craig Kim-
brel combined to hold Los Angeles hitless at 
Dodger Stadium on June 24, 2021.

Chicago players celebrated when short-
stop Dansby Swanson threw to first base-
man Michael Busch for the final out on Oneil 
Cruz’s grounder, but were more muted than 
during celebrations after individual no-hitters.

Chicago had not pitched a no-hitter at 
Wrigley Field since Milt Pappas against San 
Diego on Sept. 2, 1972 — Pappas was one 
pitch from a perfect game when Bruce Fro-
emming called ball four on a full-count pitch 
to Larry Stahl. Garry Jestadt then popped 
out.

This was the fourth no-hitter this season 
after complete-game efforts by Houston’s 
Ronel Blanco against Toronto on April 1, San 
Diego’s Dylan Cease at Washington on July 
25 and San Francisco’s Blake Snell at Cincin-
nati on April 2.

Nico Hoerner, Pete Crow-Armstrong and 
Dansby Swanson each had three of Chicago’s 
17 hits, with Swanson and Crow-Armstrong 
both finishing a triple shy of the cycle.

Domingo Germán (0-1), who pitched a 
perfect game last year for the New York Yan-
kees against Oakland, allowed seven runs — 
six earned — and nine hits in three innings.

Seiya Suzuki hit an RBI single in the first, 
and Chicago opened a 4-0 lead in the second 
when Crow-Armstrong had a run-scoring 
double in the second and Happ hit a two-run 
single.

Swanson’s two-run homer and Crow-
Armstrong’s solo shot boosted the lead to 
7-0 in the third. Cody Bellinger hit a two-run 
homer in the sixth against Kyle Nicolas.

Imanaga, 2 relievers combine for 
no-hitter for Cubs over Pirates

Blue Jackets fans, players honor 
Johnny and Matthew Gaudreau 
at a candlelight vigil in Columbus



WASHINGTON (AP) 
— House Republicans have 
issued a subpoena demand-
ing testimony from Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken 
as they wrap up a sprawling 
yearslong investigation into 
the chaotic U.S. withdrawal 
from Afghanistan in August 
2021.

Rep. Michael McCaul, 
the chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, 
sent a subpoena letter late 
Tuesday ordering Blinken to 
appear before the committee 
by Sept. 19 or face a con-
tempt of Congress charge.

“You served as the final 
decision maker for the 
department on the with-
drawal and evacuation,” 
McCaul wrote.

He added that three years 
later, Blinken is “in a posi-
tion to inform the Commit-
tee’s consideration of poten-
tial legislation aimed at help-
ing prevent the catastrophic 
mistakes of the withdrawal, 

including potential reforms 
to the Department’s legisla-
tive authorization.”

Matthew Miller, a State 
Department spokesman, said 
Blinken is unable to testify 
on the dates proposed by the 
committee as he will be trav-
eling for diplomatic work 
the majority of September. 
He claimed the committee 
denied “reasonable alterna-
tives” to the subpoena date.

“The Secretary has tes-
tified before the Congress 
on Afghanistan more than 
14 times — more than any 
other Cabinet-level official,” 
Miller said, adding that four 
of those times were directly 
before the Foreign Affairs 
committee at the request of 
McCaul. “It is disappointing 
that instead of continuing to 
engage with the Department 
in good faith, the Committee 
instead has issued yet anoth-
er unnecessary subpoena.”

The subpoena for Blink-
en’s testimony is the latest in 

a series of moves by McCaul 
and other House Republi-
cans over the last 18 months 
to hold the Biden adminis-
tration accountable for what 
they have called a “stun-
ning failure of leadership” 
after Taliban forces seized 
the Afghan capital of Kabul, 
far more rapidly than U.S. 
intelligence had foreseen as 
American forces pulled out.

The committee is expect-
ed to summarize its work 
in an investigative report to 
be released Monday, amid 
the contentious presidential 
election where Republican 
nominee Donald Trump has 
tried to elevate the with-
drawal from Afghanistan as 
a campaign issue.

While the GOP report 
is expected to place blame 
on President Joe Biden and 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, who is now the Demo-
cratic nominee for presi-
dent, independent watchdog 
reports over the last three 

years have documented a 
much more nuanced and 
bipartisan case for which 
administration was at fault.

A 2022 report by the 
Special Inspector General 
for Afghanistan Reconstruc-
tion, or SIGAR, concluded it 

was decisions made by both 
President Donald Trump and 
Biden to pull all U.S. troops 
out of Afghanistan that were 
key factors in the collapse of 
that nation’s military.

That report mirrors 
assertions made by senior 

Pentagon and military lead-
ers in the aftermath of the 
withdrawal. Military lead-
ers have made clear that 
their recommendation was 
to leave about 2,500 U.S. 
troops in the country, but 
that plan was not approved.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

A��rne� 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN 46777

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

SEPTEMBER 7 - 9 a.m. - Various consign-
ors, sellers. Lehman Feed Mill, 5111 S 000 Rd., 
Berne, IN. Farm Machinery Consignment Auc-
tion. Tractors, hay wagons, grain carts, discs, 
planters, plows, trucks, trailers, semis, livestock 
trailers, tools, lawn & garden equipment, shop 
equipment, livestock equipment & more! Con-
sign anytime Sept. 5 or 6 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Call Heartland to advertise your items! Heart-
land Auction & Realty, Inc., heartlandauctionre-
alty.com, 260-724-3499.
SEPTEMBER 8-SEPTEMBER 15 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Private Collector, seller. Out-
standing collection of 2,000-plus comic books, 
large assortment of 8-Tracks, cassettes, CD’s 
& DVD’s, Star Wars figures, DJ lighting, vintage 
books, dolls, large Nativity set, toys, collectibles. 
Previews: Sept. 5 and Sept. 12 from 3 p.m. to 6 
p.m., 117 W. Craig St., Ossian. Pat Carter, sale 
manager, 260-273-8294, The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & STARTS CLOSING 
SEPTEMBER 9 - 6 p.m. EST -Susan Pollock 
estate, owner. Two bedroom, 1 full bath, 1,264 
sq. feet, basement, 8’x12’ utility shed, Root 
Township, Section 34, Adams County, Indiana, 
North Adams Community Schools. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
SEPTEMBER 10 - 10 a.m. EST - (Live and 
Online) - Norman & Norwin Bauermeister. 
815 Adams Street, Decatur, IN. Bauermeister 
Brothers retirement farm equipment auction! 
Tractors, tillage & grain handling equipment, 
skid loader, JD 5320, JD 6300, JD 4240, JD 
7820 FWA, JD 980 23’ field cult., 24’ UM dual 
wheel single rolling basket w/harrow, 1965 
Dodge D600 & 1974 Chevy C60 grain truck, 
J&M 425 hopper wagon, 8”x52’ Mayrath swing 
auger, 3 point attachments & much more! For 
questions on equipment please call Butch, 260-
246-3656. Checkout and pick up Sept. 10, 3-5 
p.m. Sept. 11, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 7845 N 650 E, 
Ossian, IN. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
SEPTEMBER 15-22 - 2 p.m. - (Online Only) - 
Estate of Jeffrey W. Brown, seller. Collectible 
vehicles, 1967 Dodge Dart, 1971 Dodge Chal-
lenger, 1988 Ford Ranger, Dune Buggy, Chop 
Top Baja Beetle, Allis Chalmers tractor, John 
Deere 640 tractor, pull type mower, riding lawn 
mowers, Mopar parts, automotive parts, name 
brand shop & power tools, air operated tools, 
automotive shop supplies, chain saws, log split-
ter, antique furniture, collectibles, beer signs, 
more. Preview Sept. 12 & 19 from 3-6 p.m., 
7271 N 300 W-90, Markle. The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 17 - 2-6 p.m. ET - Online - 
Greenbush, Inc., farm. Property location: 1231 
N 740 E, Marion. 242.9+/- acres, classified for-
est, barns, quality farmland, timber, Van Buren 
Twp., Grant Co. Tract 1: 80+/-A, barns. Tract 
2: 55.5+/-A. Tract 3: 18.3+/-A. Tract 4: 7.1+/-
A, potential building site, 42’x56’ barn, 30’x31’ 
barn. Tract 5: 63+/-A, 55.28+/- classified forest. 
Tract 6: 19+/-A, 18.7+/- classified forest. Timber 
value appraisal available. Open house Sept. 7, 
1-4 p.m., Steve Goodwin (forester) present. Rick 
Johnloz, 260-827-8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-
0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-9177, Halderman 
Real Estate & Farm Management, halderman.
com, 800-424-2324.
SEPTEMBER 22-SEPTEMBER 29 - 2 p.m. 
- (Online Only Personal Property Auction) - 
The Estate of Elizabeth Ann (Carter) Aeschli-
man, seller. 2004 Lexus 4-door sedan, excep-
tionally clean modern furniture, patio furniture, 
collectibles, home interior decor items, various 
holiday decorations, household, lawn & garden, 

tools, much more. Preview: Sept. 19, 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m. and Sept. 26 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 406 
Goldenrod Ct., Bluffton, IN. Sale manager Pat 
Carter, 260-273-8294, The Steffen Group Inc., 
www.steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 23-SEPTEMBER 30 - (Online 
Only) - Various consignors, seller. Firearms 
consisting of Springfield, Hopkins & Allen, Colt, 
Browning, Stevens, Glock, Winchester. Open 
House Sept. 28 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 215 E 
Market St, Bluffton, IN. Sale manager, Isaac 
Stoller, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 24 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET - Online - 
Don A. Heckber, farm. Property location: 11648 
N SR 1 Ossian, IN. 31.63+/-total acres, agricul-
ture prime farmland, 31.5+/- tillable, 0.13+/- non-
tillable, Topography: Level, Zoning: Agricultural, 
School District: Norwell Community Schools. 
Rick Johnloz, 260 827 8181, rickj@halderman.
com, Jason Johnloz, jasonj@halderman.com, 
260-273-9177, Halderman Real Estate & Farm 
Management, 800-424-2324, halderman.com.
SEPTEMBER 24 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - The 
Estate of Jeffrey Brown. Two story country 
home situated on 2.41+/- acres with outbuild-
ings. This 1,876 SF home features 3 bedrooms, 
large living room, eat-in kitchen, utility room and 
1 car garage. Open houses: Sept. 12 and 19 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 7721 N. 300 W. Markle, 
IN. The Steffen Group Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 24-OCTOBER 1 - (Online Only) 
- Grover, seller. Tractor, mower, tools, wood-
working, primitives. Open House Sept. 28 from 
12 p.m. to 2 p.m., 8726 S 600 W-90, Warren, IN. 
Sale manager, Isaac Stoller, The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - The 
Estate of Jeffrey Brown. Land location: 1/4 
mile west of Marzane Rd on Wells County Rd 
1200 N (Scott Street), Zanesville. 9.27+/- acre 
prime building site in Union Twp., Northern Wells 
County. Property features open land, wooded 
acreage, a 24’x48’ pole building. Perfect home 
site, country estate. “Explore the potential of this 
property.” Open houses: Sept. 12 and 19 from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 29-OCTOBER 6 - (Online Only) 
- The Estate of Wayne E. Penrod, seller. Arti-
facts, tools, furniture, household. Open house 
Oct. 6 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 69 W 1st St., 
Poneto, IN. Sale manager, Isaac Stoller, The 
Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
OCTOBER 2 - 6 p.m. - Ruby Johnson, Brant 
Johnson, owner. Auction location: Lighted 
Gardens Reception Hall, 10794 N. State Road 
1, Ossian. Property location: 14631 Smith Rd., 
Yoder. 48+/- acres offered in 4 tracts and com-
binations. Productive tillable land, excellent road 
frontage and access along Smith Rd., 2,400+ 
sq. ft. sprawling brick ranch home on full base-
ment with 20x30 outbuilding, Allen County. 
Inspection Sept. 9 & 16, 5-7 p.m. Auction man-
ager Jared Sipe, 260-750-1553, Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction of Fort Wayne, 866-340-
0445, SchraderFortWayne.com.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family 
Farms LLC, sellers. Auction location: Adams 
Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington St., 
Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township, 
Adams County. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd. 
200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2: 80.2 acres, County 
Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres, 
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 
acres, County Rd. 400 North, Sec 9. Heartland 
Auction & Realty, Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.

            Public Sale
         Calendar

U.S. takes aim at Russian disinformation ahead of November election
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The Biden administration seized 
Kremlin-run websites and charged 
two Russian state media employ-
ees in its most sweeping effort yet 
to push back against what it says 
are Russian attempts to spread dis-
information ahead of the Novem-
ber presidential election.

The measures, which in addi-
tion to indictments also included 
sanctions and visa restrictions, rep-
resented a U.S. government effort 
just weeks before the November 
election to disrupt a persistent 
threat from Russia that American 
officials have long warned has 
the potential to sow discord and 
create confusion among voters. 
Washington has said that Moscow, 
which intelligence officials have 
said has a preference for Repub-
lican Donald Trump, remains the 
primary threat to elections even as 
the FBI continues to investigate a 
hack by Iran this year that targeted 
the presidential campaigns of both 
political parties.

“The Justice Department’s mes-
sage is clear: We will have no toler-
ance for attempts by authoritarian 
regimes to exploit our democratic 
systems of government,” Attorney 

General Merrick Garland said.
One criminal case disclosed by 

the Justice Department accuses 
two employees of RT, a Russian 
state media company, of covertly 
funding a Tennessee-based content 
creation company with nearly $10 
million to publish English-lan-
guage videos on social media plat-
forms including TikTok and You-
Tube with messages in favor of the 
Russia government’s interests and 
agenda, including about the war in 
Ukraine.

The nearly 2,000 videos posted 
by the company have gotten more 
than 16 million views on YouTube 
alone, prosecutors said.

The two defendants, Kostiantyn 
Kalashnikov and Elena Afanasye-
va, are charged with conspiracy 
to commit money laundering and 
violating the Foreign Agents Reg-
istration Act. They are at large. It 
was not immediately clear if they 
had lawyers.

The Justice Department says 
the company did not disclose that 
it was funded by RT and that nei-
ther it nor its founders registered 
as required by law as an agent of a 
foreign principal.

Though the indictment does not 

name the company, it describes it 
as a Tennessee-based content cre-
ation firm with six commentators 
and with a website identifying 
itself as “a network of heterodox 
commentators that focus on West-
ern political and cultural issues.”

That description exactly match-
es Tenet Media, an online com-
pany that hosts videos made by 
well-known conservative influenc-
ers Tim Pool, Benny Johnson and 
others.

Johnson and Pool both respond-
ed with posts on X, the platform 
formerly known as Twitter, call-
ing themselves “victims.” Calling 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
a “scumbag,” Pool wrote that 
“should these allegations prove 
true, I as well as the other per-
sonalities and commentators were 
deceived.”

In his post, Johnson wrote that 
he had been asked a year ago to 
provide content to a “media start-
up.” He said his lawyers negoti-
ated a “standard, arms length deal, 
which was later terminated.”

Tenet Media’s shows in recent 
months have featured high-profile 
conservative guests, including 
RNC co-chair Lara Trump, former 

Republican presidential candidate 
Vivek Ramaswamy and U.S. Sen-
ate candidate Kari Lake.

In the other action, officials 
announced the seizure of 32 inter-
net domains that were used by the 
Kremlin to spread Russian propa-
ganda and weaken global support 
for Ukraine. The websites were 
designed to look like authentic 
news sites but were actually fake, 
with bogus social media perso-
nas designed to look like they 
belonged to American users.

Though the Justice Department 
did not identify which candidate in 
particular the campaign was meant 
to boost, internal strategy notes 
released Wednesday make clear 
that Trump and his campaign were 
the intended beneficiaries.

The proposal for one propa-
ganda project states that one of its 
objectives is to secure a victory for 
a candidate who is currently out 
of power and to increase the per-
centage of Americans who believe 
the U.S. has been doing too much 
to support Ukraine. President 
Joe Biden has strongly supported 
Ukraine during the invasion by 
Russia.

The names of the candidates 

and their parties are blacked out in 
the documents released by the Jus-
tice Department.

Intelligence agencies have 
previously charged that Russia, 
which during the 2016 election 
launched a massive campaign of 
foreign influence and interference 
on Trump’s behalf, was using dis-
information to try to meddle in 
this year’s election. The new steps 
show the depth of U.S. concerns 
and signal legal actions against 
those suspected of being involved.

“Today’s announcement high-
lights the lengths some foreign 
governments go to undermine 
American democratic institutions,” 
the State Department said. “But 
these foreign governments should 
also know that we will not tolerate 
foreign malign actors intentionally 
interfering and undermining free 
and fair elections.”

The  S ta t e  Depar tmen t 
announced it was taking action 
against several employees of Rus-
sian state-owned media outlets, 
designating them as “foreign mis-
sions,” and offering a cash reward 
for information provided to the 
U.S. government about foreign 
election interference.

House GOP subpoena Blinken for testimony on withdrawal from Afghanistan


