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Almco Steel rezoning petiton sent back to APC

By JONATHAN SNYDER

Almco Steel’s partial rezoning peti-
tion was sent back to the Wells County
Area Plan Commission with modifica-
tions made by the Bluffton Common
Council Tuesday

The original petition was to rezone
approximately 34 acres of agricultural
residential land north of housing on
Lancaster Street from A-R to heavy
industrial land. The Wells County Area
Plan Commission gave the petition
a do-pass recommendation after two
meetings of discussion among public
disapproval.

Instead, council member Scott Men-
tzer suggested the site may be appro-
priate for light industrial. The petition
will now go back to the APC.

In a Bluffton Common Council
meeting Tuesday, Almco Steel Repre-
sentatives Jim Almdale, Greg Rekeweg

and Gary Aschliman presented a pre-
liminary sketch of their building plans.
The plans include a 100-foot buffer
from residential housing filled with
trees and shrubs, an extension of Hale
Street that bypasses Lancaster Street,
and a site for their new building across
from Oak Street.

Members of the public were allowed
to speak on the issue in a limited time-
frame. Judy Steury, representing her
mother and area resident Susan Grove,
posed that increased truck traffic and
potential land and air pollutants are
reasons to not accept the recommenda-
tion. Ron Nelson and Kent Thompson
also spoke against the petition, further
citing truck traffic issues and the poten-
tial for other heavy industrial compa-
nies to buy some of the land.

A majority of council members
acknowledged both sides of the issue,

stating that the petition walks a very
fine line between Almco’s expansion
and preserving the future use of the
land. Council members Rick Elwell,
Josh Hunt and Mentzer spoke first,
with Elwell stating that restrictions on
other companies relocating into that
I-2 heavy industrial area would help
prevent issues from other companies.
Hunt stated that if Almco would be
willing to grant easements for the city
in the area, improvements to water line
infrastructure and drainage improve-
ments are a possibility.

Mentzer, however, proposed an
alternative. Mentzer read the APC’s
definition of heavy industrial land:
“Heavy Manufacturing — the manu-
facturing, processing, assembly, fab-
rication and repairing of materials,
which may produce such noise, vibra-

(Continued on Page 2)

Wabash closure

A portion of Wabash Street is
closed for sewer line repairs. Util-
ity Director Jon Oman reported
that the sanitary fix was not up to
standard, and the manhole boot

of alignment. Oman hopes that
the line repairs will be finished
soon, but ensured repairs on

end of the week. A timeline for
asphalt repairs has not yet been
determined. (Photos by Jonathan
Snyder)

connectors were knocked out |

the line will be completed by the [

County Council maintains conservative
approach with 2025 budget requests

By HOLLY GASKILL

While working with an $800,000
excess from the proposed budget,
members of the Wells County Coun-
cil did not shy away from a conserva-
tive approach on Tuesday.

The excess, Council President
Seth Whicker explained, comes from
favorable investment rates, and is not
guaranteed in the future. With other
prospective needs coming down the
line, the council exercised the oppor-
tunity to fine-tune budgets and criti-
cally consider requests.

Multiple departments saw chang-
es in line items that did not appear
to have been used fully in previous
years. At large, the council wanted to
shift departments toward requesting
additional appropriations rather than
overbudgeting and transferring for
purchases.

Notable updates to the budget are
detailed below. The council does
not plan to reconvene before a pub-

lic hearing regarding the budget at 7
p-m. on Sept. 3.
County will add building
inspector, sanitarian

Several county departments came
with requests for additional positions,
including a request for a building
inspector from the County Commis-
sioners.

Commissioner Jeff Stringer
explained that the commission-
ers foresee the position working in
tandem with the city of Bluffton,
although no agreement has been
made regarding funding the position.
Even so, he emphasized the need to
enforce basic Indiana building codes
within the county.

The position was budgeted at a
$70,000 salary. Stringer said the
building inspector will likely be in
the Area Plan Commission office in
the Carnegie Annex.

The council also approved an
additional sanitarian for the Wells

County Health Department, rein-
stating the position after it was
eliminated in December 2023. The
department had originally planned to
absorb the workload in light of other
wage increases — that said, Stringer
stated the department is now deal-
ing with new food safety and sewer
needs, as well as the significant
administrative work of Health First
Indiana.

The position was approved 4-2;
Council members Seth Whicker,
Steve Huggins, Brian Lambert and
Scott Elzey voted in favor, Vicki
Andrews and Brandon Harnish voted
against, and Todd Mahnensmith was
not present at the time.

Sheriff’s camera request rejected

After some contention on the mat-
ter between council members and
Sheriff Scott Holliday, the council
rejected Holliday’s request for fund-
ing the continued use of license plate

(Continued on Page 2)

Southern Wells discuss
tax levy, construction

By CHET BAUMGARTNER

Southern Wells board members took two official
steps Tuesday to help determine residents’ tax rate for
next year.

First, they approved Superintendent Trent Lehman’s
request to schedule a hearing to discuss construction
projects. Then, they approved his request to advertise
next year’s budget.

In between, they navigated figures and calculations
that established ceiling for that rate.

For instance, the budget the board approved to
advertise establishes a maximum levy of $1,953,839
and a tax rate of $1.11 per $100 assessed value.

However, Lehman told board members that school
districts always and deliberately advertise high, as they
can’t request more afterward, and he anticipates that
the rate will drop as state officials review the district’s
request.

For instance, the district advertised a tax rate of
$1.07 last year, and ultimately, the state approved a
budget with a tax rate of 66 cents per $100 assessed
value.

But regardless of the final rate, the district will use it
to cover operations and referendum costs and continue
to pay construction debts. And the state will continue
to pay for direct education expenses, such as teachers’
salaries, through its revenue.

Lehman said he hopes the board can approve the
proposed budget in October, enabling state officials
to then review it and approve a finalized budget in
November or December.

Before all that, though, board members will discuss
construction priorities and their specific impact on the
budget.

According to state statute, the board can approve
up to $6.2 million in construction initiatives through
a majority vote. If they want to do more, they need
the public’s direct approval through a petition/remon-
strance or referendum.

However, no one Tuesday proposed pursuing any
projects totaling $6.2 million.

Instead, after a presentation in which Damian Mag-

(Continued on Page 2)

Board of Works clarifies
Nuisance Animal Order

By JONATHAN SNYDER

A tabled Nuisance Ani-
mal Order was changed to
a Potentially Nuisance Ani-
mal Order with a provision
for the label being removed
after 90 days in a Board of
Public Works and Safety
Meeting Tuesday.

Mayor John Whicker
broke a tie between Board
Members Josh Hunt and
Scott Mentzer regarding the
specifics on fence height
and muzzle requirements
for the property in the 1400
block of West Washington
Street. The new decision
states that the fence height
will be 6 ft. and the dog will
not require a muzzle when
walking.

The scenario occurred
on July 20, when a dog at
Josh and Hayley Durham’s
residence bit their neighbor
Rhonda Cunningham while
she was mowing the yard.
In the previous meeting,
both the Durhams and Cun-
ningham argued that the dog
should not be placed under
Nuisance Animal Orders,
citing significant stress from
the mower sounds and the
orders from the neighbor to
get away from the mower
for the dog’s safety. Once
the neighbor retreated back
into her home, the dog did
not give chase beyond the
electric fence boundary.

“I don’t see enough evi-
dence that this dog has
been habitually aggressive,”
Whicker said.

Josh Durham stated
that an electric fence was

agreed to encroach onto the
property by both him and
their neighbors. The elec-
tric fence is circular and
runs off a central transmit-
ter, which was placed in the
only area where it would
work according to Durham.
While the neighboring prop-
erty extends into that elec-
tric fence area, both parties
agreed that the dog could
run around in that area due
to the fence. A traditional
fence further separates the
encroached area from other
parts of the neighbors prop-
erty.

All the board members
still agreed that a 6-ft. fence
should be installed, which
the Durham’s currently
paid for and are waiting on
installation.

The board also stated
that bushes on Julie Myers
property in the 1000 block
of Abbey Lane would be
allowed to remain in the
city easement. City Attor-
ney Tony Crowell stated that
non-permanent structures
should not need an official
easement from the city, cit-
ing that those shrubs could
easily be changed or moved
should the city need them.
Hunt further clarified that
Abbey Lane has a very slow
speed limit and little foot
traffic in the area for safety
concerns.

Utility Director Jon
Oman also clarified that a
misprint on Virginia Trans-
former’s bid for the Cherry
Street Substation bid stated

(Continued on Page 2)
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Almco

(Continued from Page 1)

tion, electrical disturbance,
air pollution, water pollu-
tion, heat, glare, waste mat-
ter, odor or hot fire hazard to
a neighboring property.”
Mentzer believes Almco
does not produce any of
those products, and is only
listed as a heavy manufac-
turing company because
they use punch presses.
After walking the nearby
roads with a noise meter,
Mentzer proposed that the
APC’s zoning ordinance
remove the punch press
clause from heavy manu-
facturing and for the partial
rezoning area to be zoned as
light industrial, or I-1, land.
This proposal was satis-
factory for Almco’s neigh-
bors in attendance, as well as
the majority of the council.
“This touches on my dis-
trict down there,” Council
member Sarah Reed said.
“I think that Almco Steel
has done a good job try-
ing to find a good meet-
ing point with some green
space. I recognize that you
(Almdale) don’t want to lose
ground. I don’t believe that

(continuing) is losing ground
beyond the time factor, but
I think investing some time
into our future decision and
how it’s going to affect the
city is worthwhile. We need
to find that spot and thread
the needle.”

“I trust you (Almdale),
but we have to plan for the
future and we have to protect
the community,” Hunt said.
“I don’t think a majority of
us would pass an I-2 (peti-
tion) with no new restric-
tions tonight, and that’s the
only way this moves for-
ward. If you look at that list,
it’s junkyards, it’s trash sites,
it’s crematories, it’s a list of
a lot of things that people
don’t want in their back-
yard.”

City Attorney Tony
Crowell stated that putting
all those restrictions about
heavy manufacturing in the
ordinance could easily lead
to one such restriction not
being said, leading to a legal
loophole in the future.

After discussions
between the three Almco
representatives, Rekeweg
agreed that if the presses

clause was removed, Almco
functions as a light industrial
company.

The official motion
stated that the zoning peti-
tion will be modified to I-1
light industrial land, with
the recommendation to the
APC that the sentence about
punch presses and similar
presses are striken from their
heavy manufacturing zoning
ordinances.

ProFed Credit Union’s
proposal to rezone land east
of their building on Main
Street from commercial to
residential was denied, cit-
ing that the land was seen
best for commercial use in
the Wells County Vision
2035 plan. The council also
approved an easement for
American Electric Power
which allows them to run
electric lines over 0.022
acres of land at the Main
Street electric substation.
AEP will pay $220 for the
easement rights.

Additionally, the council
approved Fire Chief Don
Craig to purchase a gently
used 2016 aerial fire truck
for $787,500. The purchase

will be official if the truck
passes ladder, pump and oil
sample tests. Craig stated
that $850,000 was appro-
priated for the purchase
with the additional monies
going to upfitting the truck
and repainting it. Craig also
noted that the truck has only
been in use for 329 opera-
tional hours and was used
in only one structure fire in
Carnegie, Pennsylvania. The
council also clarified that
new fire trucks are being
purchased for about $2.5
million, so the deal saves a
lot of money.

“I feel like I want to do a
‘woo-hoo’ right now,” Craig
said after the request was
approved.

Additionally, Craig noti-
fied the board that three
air-pak’s, two snap-change
cylinders and other fire
department equipment will
cost him $383,872.78. Craig
stated that LOIT funds were
already appropriated for
the air-pak’s, but wanted to
ensure that the council knew
about the final cost of those
equipment upgrades.

Jjonathan@news-banner.com

Tax levy

(Continued from Page 1)

gas of Raymond James
discussed possible tax rate
increases specifically related
to construction, the board
voted to schedule a formal
public hearing to discuss
construction initiatives total-
ing about $3 million.

Members don’t intend to
discuss projects such as the
auxiliary gym at this hear-
ing, which will occur dur-
ing their regular meeting
Tuesday, Sept. 17. Instead,
they will discuss “immedi-
ate needs,” board member
Todd Fiechter said, such
as the HVAC system in the
Raiderdome.

Once they better deter-
mine the projects they want
to pursue, they can bet-
ter determine the final tax
impact.

In other business, board
members Andrew Pursifull,
Delora Schnieder, Chad
Roush and Fiechter:

e Approved four fund-
raiser requests and accepted
four donations.

* Approved multiple
employee recommenda-
tions: Wes Coble for the
junior high science position
on an adjunct memorandum
of understanding, Olivia
Binegar for the speech lan-
guage pathologist position,

County budget

(Continued from Page 1)
reading cameras.

In January, Holliday pur-
chased Flock Safety camer-
as through the jail’s commis-
sary fund, which he over-
sees. They are positioned
to read incoming vehicles
at the county line on State
Roads 1, 124 and 224.

Holliday previously said
he had done this to avoid
using taxpayer dollars on
equipment he was testing
out, not to circumvent the
County Council. Having
found value in the cameras,
Holliday included them in
his budget for 2025.

“I think there’s some
merit to having the Flock
cameras and am not going
to argue against the mer-
its of that,” Huggins said.
“However, I did not like
how that was presented ...
He made a unilateral deci-
sion to do that.”

“I think the Sheriff did a
real service to the taxpayer
by funding these through
commissary, and credit to
him for that, and I wouldn’t
want to take that away from
him,” Harnish added. “We’ll
let him continue to do that
favor to the taxpayer.”

Holliday stated last
week that he could con-
tinue to fund the software
through the commissary
fund, but the fund is not a
guaranteed income.

The council also rejected
Holliday’s request for two
additional jail staff, citing
that the jail has not main-
tained a full staff already
and the jail population has
remained lower.

County considers
downsizing
Community Corrections

Community Corrections
had not made significant
requests in their proposed
budgets, and the council
did not discuss the bud-
get at length last week. On
Tuesday, however, Har-
nish raised questions about
the number of staff in the
department and the coun-
ty’s budget for these posi-
tions.

This sentiment was
echoed by several other
board members, who indi-
cated that the department
has double the capacity
for the people they serve.
Executive Director Blake
Poindexter had previous-
ly stated there would be

employees soon retiring —
on Tuesday, Harnish stated
these positions should not
be replaced if the numbers
don’t support them.

“I’ve arrived at the
point where there should
not be one penny of coun-
ty money going to this,”
Harnish said. “It should
be funded entirely through
project income.”

Whicker encouraged
the council not to jump on
a big change so quickly,
saying, “Why don’t we
spend some time next year
getting to the bottom of
what we need to do there?
Because I don’t just want
to gut the whole thing until
we have a replacement of
sort.”

Mahnensmith further
noted that some aspects of
the courts have changed
over the years, and he
didn’t want the council
to act rashly when trends
could change. Harnish
serves on the board for
Community Corrections
but stated he was “very
new” to it and that it would
be worthwhile to revisit the
matter next year.

Council compromises

with Prosecutor’s Office

Prosecutor Colin
Andrews asked the county
to increase its support of
two paralegals in the civil
division from half-salary
to full salary. The posi-
tions have been supported
through an Incentive Fund,

Cathy Lehman as a con-
tracted speech language
pathologist for one day a
week, Christine Ashmore-
Good as a Careers and Edu-
cational Pathway teacher,
Teresa Buskirk as a second-
shift custodian, Ella Neuen-
schwander as a speech lan-
guage pathologist aide, and
Tera Carroll as an elemen-
tary instructional assistant.

e Accepted the resigna-
tions of elementary instruc-
tional assistant April Leas
and Latchkey Director Kelly
Bleeke. Lehman said the
school will not offer this
program next year due to
lack of enrollment.

e Approved multiple
extracurricular activities
positions.

* Approved a conference
request for science teacher
Dave Butler.

* Approved the Teacher
Appreciation Grant policy,
a vote the board must make
every year.

* Approved the 2024 edu-
cator evaluator plan, which
uses the same rubrics and
standards as last year’s plan.

Board members will
meet again at 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 17, in the
high school’s library and
media center.

newsroom@news-banner.com

but the fund will not be
able to sustain both posi-
tions for more than several
years in the future.

That said, the coun-
cil was not ready to jump
fully into supporting both
positions. Instead, they
agreed to support one posi-
tion outright and the other
at 50% and re-evaluate in
the future. Andrews also
requested to increase a
$750 stipend for these posi-
tions to $2,500, which was
rejected.

Meanwhile, the Proba-
tion Department requested
a new vehicle with plans
to give their old vehicle to
the Prosecutor’s Office.
The council supported the
new vehicle purchase but
said the old vehicle should
be traded in. At large,
the council expressed a
desire to re-evaluate which
departments needed vehi-
cles and which could reim-
burse for mileage.

County employees get a
3% raise

The council voted 6-1
in favor of a 3% cost of
living raise for all county
employees, citing the same
raise was being given by
the Purdue Extension office
and the state of Indiana.
Furthermore, Whicker
believed this was compa-
rable to what the city of
Bluffton intends to give
employees.

This would also be in
addition to the pay matrix,

Finest Wine In Wells County!

HOURS
Thursday - Friday 3:00 - 8:00pm
Saturday 12:00 - 8:00pm

(765) 727-1027

www.dash90wines.com
zane@dash90wines.com

6750 W 900 S-90 Warren, IN 46792

'Upcoming Evenu‘

August 31 - Live music from the
Trevor Hunt Band
September 28 - Uncle Matt’s BBQ Shack

which gives a 0.5% raise
for every year an employee
works for the county until
20 years. Huggins clarified
that this raise would not
affect former health officer
Dr. Kay Johnson’s com-
pensation, as she continues
what would have been her
term as consultant to the
county.

Harnish was the sole
vote against the raise, ref-
erencing his concerns
with the Community Cor-
rections budget. He said
would’ve been in favor of a
4% raise had it not been for
Community Corrections.

The council also
approved a 3% raise
for their board pay 5-2;
Whicker, Andrews, Lam-
bert, Mahnensmith, Har-
nish and Elzey voted in
favor, and Huggins voted
against.

The council members
largely agreed they weren’t
personally wanting a raise,
but felt that it was needed
to attract future members
since the council has not
consistently taken a raise
in previous years. Huggins
and Elzey clarified that
the compensation had to
be accepted, but could be
donated.

holly@news-banner.com
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Weather

Wednesday, August 21, 2024
(24-hour observations at 9:44 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 71; Low: 51; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.11

feet at 9:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast

Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 74. Calm wind
becoming north around 5 mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday Night: Clear, with a low around 49. North
wind around 5 mph becoming calm.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 76. Calm wind.

Thursday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 51.

Calm wind.

Friday: Sunny, with a high near 81.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 61.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 84.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms after 2am. Partly cloudy, with a low around

66.

Sunday: A 10 percent chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 8am. Mostly sunny, with a high near 87.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 66.

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 89.

Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 67.

Tuesday: Sunny and hot, with a high near 90.

Nuisance

(Continued from Page 1)

that the $121,645 fee for
testing and assembly of the
transformer was on a per
transformer basis, not for
both transformers combined.
With instruction from the
board, Oman will negoti-
ate that price with Virginia
Transformers.

DLZ’s Casey Irwin also
presented a change order
to the board regarding the
timing of the sewer lining
project. Irwin asked for a
90-day extension, as there
are some final punch list
items to ensure the lines are
fully equipped. Irwin report-
ed that both the sewer lining
and manhole linin portions
of the project is approxi-
mately 90-95% complete.
Irwin hopes that the work
will be complete before the
Bluffton Free Street Fair, but
if it is not, major construc-
tion activities will not occur
that week.

Also Tuesday, Water
Distribution Supervisor
Dave Hendrick presented
his water leak detection sur-
vey report to the board. The
report showed five main
line leaks, 11 service leaks,
nine hydrant leaks and five
valve leaks. This calcula-
tion estimates a loss of over
193,000 gallons of water per
day. Hendricks clarified that
work has been done to patch
those holes up, stating that
about 75% of the big leaks
are patched.

The board also approved
a pay raise for Water Dis-
tribution Departmennt
Mechanic Equipment Oper-
ator Stephen Vanderkolk.
Furthermore, they approved
Brian Hubble’s hire to the
fire department and Marcy
Wayman’s transfer from the
Utility Office to the Clerk-
Treasurer’s Office.

Jjonathan@news-banner.com

Family oriented driveaway
company looking for class A and
B drivers to transport ne and
used trucks. 50 cents per mile.

3 years experience needed.

All expenses paid but meals.
“Part time and full time positions
open. Retired drivers welcome.

Clean driving record.

Reply 260-433-3557 or gregbrite@hotmailcom

If you are 55 years of age or older
or a person with disabilities,

CHECK US OUT!

We offer ...

« Emergency Pull Cords - Cable Equipped -+ Hair Salon - On Site

» Spacious Living « Pet Friendly + Resident Parties

« WOW! Wells on Wheels < Nutrition Site « Laundry - On Site
Public Transportation  « Beautiful Grounds CALL TODAY!

Applications accepted: By Appointment Only!
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58 Capri Court « Bluffton, IN

260-824-4626

TDD 800.-326-91 93 #776
www.caprimeadows.com
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PRESENTS CRASH-0-RAMA

Preble Volunteer Fire Fighting Association, Inc.

pEJMA@

Saturday - August 24, 2024
Preble Fireman’s Park - Preble, Indiana

4 miles west of Decatur, Indiana on U.S. 224
SHOW TIME 7 PM - Gates open 5 PM - Registration 3:30 PM

Kelley Auto Mall of Decatur
Richard A. Magley CPA, LLC
Decatur Ace Hardware, Inc
Custom Car Care

Arnold Lumber

A’s Construction LLC

C & H Electric

Windshield - Figure 8 - Street Stock - Pro Stock - Mini Van/Truck

Power Wheels Demo Derby: Ages 4to 10
Food & Refreshments Offered by The Firefighters
Admission $12 | Kids 8 - 12 $5 | 7 & Under Free| Pit Pass $20
Absolutely No One Under 18 Allowed in Pit Area (Except for Drivers)
No Glass Containers - No Alcohol in Pits - For RULES: preblefire.com or Matt Homan 260-615-1225

General Questions: Dan Elzey 260-223-9273 « Park Phone 260-547-4159
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS / NO RAIN CHECKS / NO REFUNDS

Proceeds will go to updating and maintaining fire equipment and Preble Fireman’s Park.
National Oil & Gas Inc. - Maraton

Girod’s Garage
Best One of Monroe
Oakwood Mutual

Still Waters Family Dentistry

Secure Self- Stor
J&L Excavating, LLC

Double T Automotive & Wrecker Service

Two Brothers Generator Sales & Service

NAPA of Decatur

Indiana Trailer Sales

Zwick & Jahn Funeral Homes
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty
Nowak Supply Co., Inc.

Miller Burry & Brown, P.C.
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munity in Berne.

ceded him in death.

caleharnish.com.

Alvin G. Caddel, 69

Alvin G. Caddel, 69, of rural Keystone, passed away on
Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, at Swiss Village Retirement Com-

He was born in Amarillo, TX, on Sept. 6, 1954, to Will-
burn H. and Floella R. (Bollen) Caddel. Both parents pre-

Survivors include a brother, Everett Caddel of Betten-
dorf, IA; a sister, Jackie (Harold) Bailey of Keystone and
several nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, Alvin was preceded in death
by two brothers, Garry Hassel and Joe Caddel.

Private family services and burial will be held at a later
date at Sunset Memorial Gardens in Billings, Montana.

Goodwin — Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in Bluffton
has been entrusted with the arrangements.

Online condolences may be shared at www.goodwin-

Police Notebook

INCIDENTS
County:
Monday, 1:07 p.m.,

Wells County Courthouse.
Warrant served to Lee Mack
Breedlove.

Monday, 1:14 p.m., 5900
North 200 West, Uniondale.
Pipe line marker struck by
vehicle.

Monday, 3:35 p.m., 800
block of Carl Drive, Bluff-
ton. Attempted to serve pro-
tective order to Dean Tan-
ner Junior, unable to locate.

Monday, 6:35 p.m., 224
and S.R. 1, Ossian. Report
of a semi truck that hit and
tore off a railroad crossing
arm.

Monday, 6:44 p.m., S.R.
116 and 300 North, Bluff-
ton. Car versus deer.

Monday, 8:19 p.m., Pak
A Sak North. Lost debit
card located, taken to police
department.

Monday, 8:41 p.m.,
900 block of Prairie Lane,

Ossian. Report of a domes-
tic issue.

Monday, 9:12 p.m., 4900
East 900 North, Ossian.
Report of ongoing harass-
ment and intimidation.

Monday, 9:32 p.m., 5500
West S.R. 218, Poneto.
Report of loose cows in the
roadway, subject advised
they belonged to nearby
property and no one lives at
the residence.

Tuesday, 11:21 a.m., 500
South 500 East, Bluffton.
Report of an aggressive
dog.

Tuesday, 11:28 a.m.,
5500 West S.R. 218, Pone-
to. Report of loose animals
in the roadway again. Offi-
cer chased livestock into
bean field.

ARRESTS

Lee Mack Breedlove, 34,
Bluffton; escape, a Level
6 felony, and invasion of
privacy, a Level 6 felony.
Bond set at $30,000.

Election Board prepares for
caucus, general election

By HOLLY GASKILL
Items on the agenda were slight for the Wells County
Election Board, but preparation for the general election is

ramping up.

The board was notified of three recent appointments —
Preston Kaehr to replace Bruce Holland on the board of
trustees for Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan Schools, Bluff-
ton Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Bri Lautzenheiser to replace
Clerk-Treasurer Michelle Simon, and Recorder Carolyn
Bertsch to replace Ossian Clerk-Treasurer Angie Ealing.

Lautzenheiser will take over the office on Sept. 4 and
Bertsch on Dec. 1, meaning the Republican Party will hold
another caucus to replace the recorder for December. Rina
Stuck is the prospective successor as the only candidate on
the general election ballot for recorder.

Clerk Beth Davis and Republican Party member Roy
Johnson were present for Tuesday’s meeting; Democratic
Party member Larry Sell was absent. The Election Board
will meet next at 3:30 p.m. on Sept. 17.

holly@news-banner.com

World's oldest person
has died at age 117

MADRID (AP) — Maria
Branyas, an American-born
Spaniard considered the
world’s oldest person at 117
years old, has died, her fam-
ily said on Tuesday.

In a post on Branyas’ X
account, her family wrote
in Catalan: “Maria Branyas
has left us. She has gone
the way she wanted: in her
sleep, at peace, and without
pain.”

The Gerontology
Research Group, which
validates details of people
thought to be 110 or older,
listed Branyas as the oldest
known person in the world
after the death of French
nun Lucile Randon last year.

The next oldest person
listed by the Gerontol-

ogy Research Group is now
Japan’s Tomiko Itooka, who
is 116 years old.

Branyas was born in San
Francisco on March 4, 1907.
After living for some years
in New Orleans, where her
father founded a magazine,
her family returned to Spain
when she was young. Bran-
yas said that she had memo-
ries of crossing the Atlantic
Ocean during World War 1.

Her family wrote that
Branyas told them days
before her death: “I don’t
know when, but very soon
this long journey will come
to an end. Death will find
me worn down from having
lived so much, but I want to
meet it with a smile, feeling
free and satisfied.”
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Ukraine has destroyed or damaged all three
bridges over Russia’s Seym River, sources say

By ILLIA NOVIKOV
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP)
— Ukrainian forces have
either destroyed or dam-
aged all three of the bridg-
es over the Seym River in
western Russia, accord-
ing to Russian sources, as
Kyiv’s incursion into west-
ern Russia entered its third
week Tuesday.

Kyiv’s incursion into
Russia’s Kursk region is
changing the trajectory of
the war and boosting morale
among Ukraine’s war-wea-
ry population, though the
ultimate outcome of the
incursion — the first attack
on Russia since World War
II — remains impossible to
predict.

Even as Ukraine hails
its success on Russian ter-
ritory, the Russian push in
eastern Ukraine is poised
to claim another key center,
the city of Pokrovsk.

Ukraine’s attacks on
the three bridges over the
Seym River in Kursk could
potentially trap Russian
forces between the river, the
Ukrainian advance and the
Ukrainian border. Already
they appear to be slowing
down Russia’s response to
the Kursk incursion, which
Ukraine launched on Aug. 6.

Over the weekend,
Ukraine’s Air Force com-
mander posted two videos
of bridges over the Seym
being hit, and satellite pho-
tos by Planet Labs PBC
analyzed Tuesday by The
Associated Press confirmed
that a bridge in the town
of Glushkovo had been
destroyed.

A Russian military
investigator confirmed
Monday that Ukraine had
“totally destroyed” one
bridge and damaged two
others in the area. The
full extent of the damage
remained unclear.

“As a result of targeted
shelling with the use of
rocket and artillery weap-
ons against residential
buildings and civilian infra-
structure in the Karyzh vil-
lage ... a third bridge over
the Seym River was dam-
aged,” the unnamed rep-

resentative for Russia’s
Investigative Committee
said in a video published
on the Telegram channel
of Russian state TV anchor
Vladimir Solovyov.

Russian military blog-
gers Vladimir Romanov
and Yuri Podolyaka and
several high-profile pro-
war Telegram channels
in Russia also claimed
that the third bridge had
been targeted and dam-
aged. Podolyaka’s post was
shared by Roman Alekhin,
an advisor to Kursk’s acting
regional governor.

Since the incursion into
the Kursk region began, the
Ukrainian army has cap-
tured 1,263 square kilome-
ters (488 square miles) and
93 settlements, Ukraine’s
top military commander
said Tuesday — up from
1,000 square kilome-
ters (386 square miles) a
week ago. Gen. Oleksandr
Syrskyi made the remarks
while meeting with local
officials.

Following a meeting
with Syrskyi later Tues-
day, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
in a video address that the
Ukrainian army was achiev-
ing “set goals” in Kursk.

Zelenskyy said in recent
days that the operation is
aimed at creating a buffer
zone that can prevent future
attacks on his nation from
across the border, and that
Ukraine is capturing a large
number of Russian pris-
oners of war that it hopes
to exchange for captured
Ukrainians.

TASS, a Russian state
news agency, reported that
17 people have died and
140 have been injured in
Ukraine’s incursion, citing
an unnamed source in the
Russian medical service. Of
75 people hospitalized, four
are children.

Russia’s Ministry of
Emergency Situations said
Tuesday afternoon that
more than 500 people had
left dangerous areas in the
Kursk region over the past
24 hours. In total, more than
122,000 people have been
resettled since the Ukraini-

3 charged after death of
federal prison worker who
opened fentanyl-laced mail

By MICHAEL R. SISAK
Associated Press

A federal prison inmate
and two other people were
charged Tuesday with con-
spiring to mail drugs to a
penitentiary in California
where a mailroom supervi-
sor died this month after
opening a letter that prosecu-
tors said was laced with fen-
tanyl and other substances.

According to prosecu-
tors, Jamar Jones, a prisoner
at the U.S. Penitentiary in
Atwater, California, plot-
ted with Stephanie Ferreira,
of Evansville, Indiana, and
Jermen Rudd IIT of Wentz-
ville, Missouri, to send him
drugs that he could sell at
the prison. They disguised
the shipment as “legal mail”
from a law office, investiga-
tors said.

The penitentiary’s mail-
room supervisor, Marc

WE HELPYOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!
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PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Cssociates

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION
In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall - 260-824-1618

Fischer, fell ill on Aug.
9 after opening a letter
addressed to Jones that con-
tained multiple pages that
appeared to be “soaked,” or
coated with drugs, according
to an FBI affidavit filed in
connection with the charges.

Within five minutes,
according to the affidavit,
Fischer started to stumble
around and asked for medi-
cal help, telling a colleague:
“I don’t feel good, it’s going
up my arm.” He was taken
to a hospital and died two
hours later.

Fischer’s cause of death
remains undetermined pend-
ing toxicology reports, the
affidavit said.

Briefly touching fentanyl
cannot cause an overdose,
and researchers have found
that the risk of fatal overdose
from accidental exposure is
low.

#1

an attack began, it said.

In another example of
Ukraine taking the war to
Russian soil, a massive fire
burned for the third con-
secutive day after an oil
depot was hit by Ukrainian
drones.

The fire at the depot
in the town of Proletarsk
burned across an area of
a hectare (2 1/2 acres),
according to Russian state
news agencies. There were
500 firefighters involved
in the operation, and 41 of
them already have been
hospitalized with injuries,
according to TASS, citing
local officials.

Ukraine’s Army General
Staff claimed responsibil-
ity Sunday for attacking
the oil depot, which was
used to supply the needs
of Russia’s army, calling it
a measure “to undermine
the military and economic
potential of the Russian
Federation.”

Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin accused the
Ukrainians of “trying to
destabilize our country”
and compared them to ter-
rorists.

“We will punish the
criminals. There can be no
doubt about that,” Putin
said Tuesday. He was meet-
ing with mothers of chil-
dren killed in the 2004
Beslan school attack by
Islamic militants that left
more than 330 people dead.

Ukraine’s incursion has
exposed Russian vulner-
abilities according to ana-
lysts and Ukrainian offi-
cials.

Zelenskyy said Monday
that he believes Ukraine’s
actions would help to dis-
pel Western fears of offer-
ing more robust military aid
to Kyiv. Some allies have
been handing over weapons
slowly and imposing limits
on how they can be used,
fearing that crossing a Rus-
sian “red-line” could lead
to escalation, even nuclear
escalation.

“We have now achieved
an extremely important
ideological shift: the naive
and illusory concept of so-
called ‘red lines’ regarding

Russia that dominated the
assessments of the war by
some of our partners has
crumbled these days some-
where near Sudzha,” the
president said, referring to a
seized Russian town under
Ukrainian control.

Much remains unknown
about Ukrainian operations
in Russia but satellite imag-
es provide some clues.

Pontoon bridges — tem-
porary bridges used by mil-
itaries when formal bridges
are blown out — could be
seen in the satellite images
provided by Planet Labs
PBC in two different posi-
tions along the Seym River
in recent days. The pon-
toons likely were built by
Russian troops trying to
supply forces around the
Ukrainian advance.

One pontoon bridge
appeared along the ser-
pentine path of the river
between Glushkovo and
the village of Zvannoye on
Saturday, but not in images
taken Monday. On Monday,
smoke could be seen rising
along the banks of the river
nearby — typically the sign
of a strike.
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My cat got sick. It went
downhill from there.

Have you ever had an off week?
The universe and my own brain con-
spired against me this past week. I’'m
not sure what kind of cosmic karma
I managed to wrack up, but I am not
amused.

Made a few mistakes at work, for-
got to put on socks before shoes, put a
shirt on backwards and/or inside out,
put on two different shoes (I'm thank-
ful I keep backups in my car), discov-
ered around six bruises that I have no
idea where they came from and burnt
my dinner. Twice. An off week.

It started with my cat Erwin getting sick. He refused
to eat anything other than squeezable treats, and then he
wouldn’t even touch those. I made him a vet appoint-
ment and we both cried on the way in. Erwin because he
hates the car and me because he was crying and I was
driving myself into an anxiety attack and we were going
to be late.

“I'm sorry,” I said as soon as I walked in, “one of us
didn’t want to come.”

There, the vet assistant called him a circle. I told her
he was on a diet and had already lost some weight. I was
informed he was absolutely perfect as is. She was deter-
mined that she and Erwin were going to be friends — he
wanted nothing to do with her. I told her she shouldn’t
take it personally, Erwin doesn’t really like anyone but
me. He then tried to hide in the sink. I never claimed he
was a smart cat.

The doctor checked his teeth: perfect. Ears: immacu-
late. No bumps, no lumps, no injuries to be found. The
only thing she did find was a slight fever. Erwin was
given five days of a pain reliever and 10 days of an
antibiotic. So, every 12 hours I had to wrestle antibiotics
into a very angry cat. I felt like I needed my own medi-
cine after that.

And the off week continued.

One of the downsides to this job is that when you
make a mistake, everyone sees it. It’s usually pretty
quickly forgotten — by everyone but me and maybe
Holly Gaskill. Too err is human, but that doesn’t make
it any less annoying and on occasion embarrassing. I'm
harder on myself than anyone else though, so every mis-
take feels like I just let nuclear launch codes fall into the
hands of a precocious toddler.

The other downside is having to deal with the Street
Fair. Which is 28 days away. Prepare yourselves.

I have a saying that Holly and Ryan Walker have
heard a few times late at night when I feel like my eyes
are crossing: I'm doing my best, but my best is not that
great. I think it matches my gold star above my desk
that says “You tried.”

Sometimes, that’s all you can do. I try to give myself
as much grace as I give others, but it’s more difficult
because I know what I’m capable of. So on an off week,
I do my best, even if it isn’t always the greatest. It’s
Monday night as I write this and so far, we’re okay.

And it better stay that way or I’m running away to
join a circus. Do people still do that?

Contact Carrie at newsroom@news-banner.com

Letters to the Editor

River Road lighting not
good city planning

Our community has a River Road experience most com-
munities along a river would envy — clean, picturesque, eas-
ily accessible, and not cluttered with billboards, intrusive
development, overhead utility lines, or inappropriate public
or private lighting.

Since the building of State Road 316 just over 80 years
ago to replace the gravel road from Vera Cruz to Bluffton,
the River Road experience from White Bridge to Bluffton
has been a picturesque experience: along the north side the
easily accessible Wabash River flows just beyond the now
over 35-year-old River Greenway, and along the south side
stretch vistas of farmland and residential yards up to houses,
some that are now historic in their own right.

There are certain landmarks iconic to Wells County:
the Wabash River, Ouabache State Park, the Wells County
Courthouse, Bluffton’s City Hall, Wells County Historical
Museum, Five-Points School House along Jeff Road, the
Salamonie River, Deam Oak, and the scenic River Road
drive from White Bridge to Bluffton. To diminish any of
these is to diminish the community we call “home.”

Comes now the City of Bluffton with the plan to light
River Road and the River Greenway by installing standard
wooden utility poles along the south side of River Road
with street light arms extending the ubiquitous street lamps
over the road and electrified by overhead wires. Mayor John
Whicker, in a letter dated August 13, 2024, and received by
River Road property owners on August 16, 2024, informed
us that the second attempt to install these proposed street
lights will begin on August 20, 2024. Certain City officials
have explained to us in two meetings that this project is an
engineered solution to provide public safety based on traf-
fic counts while also providing lighting for the River Green-
way, yet these same City officials continue to fail to account
for how the proposed lighting effects the quality of life the
scenic River Road experience provides the community,
effects the property owners and their Wabash River frontage
property, effects wildlife and the natural environment, and
isn’t justified by INDOT’s own traffic volume data.

The City’s proposed “engineered” solution lacks the
design inherent in good city planning.

In a meeting with River Road property owners, Council-
man Scott Mentzer has stated that this plan to light River
Road and the River Greenway was a utility decision and
then asserted that it is a Mayoral decision. Installing 27
utility poles with street lights along the historic and pictur-
esque River Road to light the River Greenway needs public
review — that is standard good city planning practice.

Moreover, there is no recorded documentation in the
office of the Wells County Recorder of right-of-way from
Orchard Ridge Drive to the White Bridge for this roadway.
The recording of property transactions is required by State
law and upheld by Indiana case law to make sure the public,
especially succeeding property owners, can find such infor-
mation.

How do we leave this community a better place to live?
A natural, picturesque River Road without intrusive clutter
helps sustain the quality of life to call this place “home.”

Respectively,

Carrie
Penrod

THE RIVER ROAD NEIGHBORHOOD

Dan and Jennifer Brink, Phil and Cindy Gagle, Nathan
Clem, Braden and Carrie Boots, Barry and Constance Dun-
can, Doug Sundling, Steve Gerber, Rebecca Steury, Jennifer
Golder, Jason and Tiffany Smith
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The two datapoints that explain why
voters hate the Biden-Harris economy

Vice President Kamala Harris has a problem:
Large majorities of Americans believe the economy
is on the wrong track, and more say the Biden-Harris
administration’s policies have hurt their personal
finances rather than helped, and that their personal
economic situation is getting worse rather than better.
That’s clearly a major headwind for Harris’s presi-
dential hopes.

Until now, her and President Joe Biden’s response
to these concerns has been to tell people: Don’t
believe your lying eyes (or pocketbooks), the econo-
my is doing a lot better than you think. As the Trump
campaign pointed out in a new ad, until recently Har-
ris was giving speeches boasting that “Bidenomics is
working.” That message has failed miserably, and for
good reason: It does not conform with the lived real-
ity of most Americans.

To understand why, consider this simple statistic:
Over the past three years, Americans have gone from
the highest levels of household savings ever recorded
to among the lowest levels. At the same time, they
have accumulated the highest level of personal debt
ever recorded.

In the Biden-Harris administration’s first year in
office, the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco
reports, U.S. households were sitting on a record $2.1
trillion in excess savings — meaning additional sav-
ings built up during the pandemic recession above
the prerecession trend. Nonetheless, as president of
the Senate, Harris cast the deciding vote to pass the
catastrophically misnamed “American Rescue Plan”
with only Democratic votes — a reckless $1.9 tril-
lion social spending bill that even former treasury
secretary Lawrence H. Summers, who served high in
both the Clinton and Obama administrations, warned
would “set off inflationary pressures of a kind we
have not seen in a generation.”

It did just that, unleashing the worst inflation in
four decades. As inflation skyrocketed, Americans
spent down their savings, and racked up debt trying
to keep up.

The Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco
reports that American households were spending
down their savings at an average rate of $70 billion
per month since September 2021 — which has accel-
erated to $85 billion a month since last fall. By March
of this year, they had fully depleted all the excess sav-
ings they had accumulated during the pandemic, and
by June their savings had dropped $372 billion below
expected levels.

Meanwhile, consumer debt has reached a record
high of $17.8 trillion — a $3.15 trillion increase
since Biden and Harris took office. Credit card debt
has surpassed $1.14 trillion for the first time, almost
doubling on Biden and Harris’s watch. Today, the
average American is carrying $6,329 in credit card
debt — an increase of $1,534 during this presidency.
(Total debt increased on Donald Trump’s watch, too,
but more slowly and in a time of historically low
interest rates.)

Because the Federal Reserve raised interest rates
to fight inflation, Americans are paying the highest
interest on that record debt in 23 years. The average
credit card interest rate in America today is 24.92
percent, the highest level on record. So not only are
many Americans’ credit cards maxed out, their debt is
compounding more quickly each month.

A basket of groceries that cost $100 before Biden
and Harris were elected now costs more than $125
— and last year more than 60 percent of Americans
used credit card debt, payday loans, savings and “Buy
Now, Pay Later” options to pay for those groceries,
according to a May report by the Urban Institute.
Nearly 4 in 10 Americans have been charged a late

fee in the past year because they could not
pay their bills on time.

Many also can’t afford to buy a home
because housing prices have skyrocketed
and mortgage rates have more than doubled
from 2.77 percent when Biden and Harris
took office to 6.49 percent today. But rent-
ing offers little relief because residential
rents have risen 22 percent. The costs of
electricity and other utilities, home insur-

ance and child care have shot up as well. Marc
As Trump put it in his interview with .
Elon Musk this week, “Four years ago, Thiessen

five years ago, people were saving a lot of

money. Today, they’re using all their money and bor-
rowing money just to live. It’s a horrible thing that’s
happening.”

He’s right. And this reality puts Harris in a no-
win situation. A new Financial Times-University
of Michigan poll finds that more than 60 percent of
Americans say Harris should make major changes
to Biden’s economic policies. But as the sitting vice
president, she can’t disavow the economic policies
she has helped preside over for the past four years.
She wasn’t just a passive bystander to Bidenomics;
she was one of its architects, casting the tiebreaking
votes that enabled the inflation-inducing spending the
Biden-Harris administration unleashed.

Where does she differ from Biden? If she had
won the 2020 election instead of Biden, there is good
reason to believe she would have tried to spend even
more. During her campaign for the Democratic nomi-
nation, she proposed a mind-boggling $45.5 trillion
in new spending, according to Manhattan Institute
budget expert Brian Riedl — more than 10 times the
$4.3 trillion in new spending she and Biden enacted.
She also promised to ban fracking, which would have
driven up gas and electricity prices even higher.

So, Harris can’t defend the administration’s
record without appearing as hopelessly out of touch
as Biden. She can’t disown the disastrous economic
policies she helped implement. And as a committed
leftist, who has endorsed the full Democratic socialist
agenda from the Green New Deal to Medicare-for-all,
the only different course she can honestly offer is to
spend even more — which would make inflation far
worse.

On Friday, Harris doubled down on socialism with
a widely panned economic policy speech, in which
she deflected blame for inflation onto big business
and proposed a federal ban on “price gouging” for
groceries and other essential items. Federal price con-
trols are a catastrophically bad idea that have failed
everywhere they have been tried — from the Soviet
Union to the Nixon administration — and would lead
to Venezuelan-style shortages and even worse infla-
tion. So is her proposed $25,000 in government sub-
sidies for first-time home buyers, which would cost a
fortune and further drive up already soaring housing
prices.

Her best new economic idea is her proposal to
eliminate federal taxes on tips (despite the admin-
istration having created a new program last year to
crack down on tipped service industry workers) —
but that one she plagiarized, without attribution, from
Trump.

In all, Harris’s proposals amount to almost $2 tril-
lion in new government spending — virtually the
same as the disastrous Biden-Harris “American Res-
cue Plan” that unleashed the inflation Americans are
struggling with today. In other words, she has learned
nothing from the economic failures of the Biden-
Harris administration.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Wednesday, Aug. 21, the
234th day of 2024. There are 132
days left in the year.

Today’s highlight in history: On
Aug. 21, 1831, Nat Turner launched
a violent slave rebellion in Virginia,
resulting in the deaths of at least 55
white people; scores of Black people
were killed in retribution in the after-
math of the rebellion, and Turner was
later executed.

Also on this date:

In 1858, the first of seven debates
took place between Illinois senatorial

contenders Abraham Lincoln and Ste-
phen Douglas.

In 1911, Leonardo da Vinci’s
“Mona Lisa” was stolen from the
Louvre Museum in Paris. (It was
recovered two years later in Italy.)

In 1944, the United States, Britain,
the Soviet Union and China opened
talks at Dumbarton Oaks in Wash-
ington that helped pave the way for
establishment of the United Nations.

In 1959, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower signed an executive order
making Hawaii the 50th state.

In 1983, Filipino politician Benig-

no Aquino Jr. was assassinated as he
exited an aircraft at Manila Interna-
tional Airport. (His widow, Corazon
Aquino, would become president of
the Philippines three years later.)

In 1991, a hardline coup against
Soviet President Mikhail S. Gor-
bachev collapsed in the face of a pop-
ular uprising led by Russian Federa-
tion President Boris N. Yeltsin.

In 1993, in a serious setback for
NASA, engineers lost contact with
the Mars Observer spacecraft as it
was about to reach the red planet on a
$980 million mission.
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Dear Annie: I made the decision to
put down my phone for a while, and the
results have been wonderful.

Today was my “allowed” day to pick
up my phone again. I had given myself
a three-day restriction, and today was
the fourth day. During those three days,
I only answered for my dad calling. He’s
86, and I don’t want to miss one minute
of his time with us. But that was all I
allowed myself to do.

I cannot believe how much I have
gotten done in my little apartment. It’s
all shiny and organized again.

I am going to follow this rule weekly.
I believe it is the best idea I’ ve ever had,
and it’s good to see others have come to
the same conclusion.

I’ve got a great movie waiting for me,
so I'm putting this phone down again to
enjoy my time. — Feeling Free Again

Dear Feeling Free Again: When
we say no to certain behaviors, we say
yes and open the door to other positive
behaviors. Thank you for sharing your
experience.

Dear Annie: I was in an abusive,
controlling marriage when my children
were small, and I couldn’t leave until
they created their own lives. I finally
got out of this marriage, after 37 years,
thank God!

While I found my way out, my prob-
lem is in how best to move on — to cre-
ate my own life away from him. Some-
times, I feel lonely and scared, and at
times, I question whether I will be able
to make it on my own.

I know that’s how he made me feel
— like I couldn’t do anything for myself
— and he has destroyed so many rela-
tionships in my life. He has turned so
many people against me. He did this
with lies and by making people believe
him.

I finally realized that he was a narcis-
sist who was very cunning and always
fooling me. Please see if you can give
me some support and advice not to let

The benefits of a phone break

this person ever
fool me again with
his lies. Thank you.
Married to a
Narcissist

Dear Married:
Congratulations
on leaving what
was a terrible
situation for you.
There are sup-
port groups you
could join that
would help you
recover from the
abuse that you
suffered from your
husband. Look up
https://narcissistabusesupport.com/nar-
cissist-abuse-support-groups/.

The best thing is that you are away
from his toxicity, which can only leave
you feeling drained and hollowed out.
It’s time to rebuild the pieces of your
self-esteem that he spent years destroy-
ing. Allow other people, such as a good
therapist or members of a support
group, to help you put back those pieces.

Dear Annie: I just want to put this out
there. I am a 63-year-old woman. I was
bullied in school for no reason at all. I
was never the type to fight back or say
anything, and after all these years, it still
bothers me. I was afraid to tell my par-
ents what I was going through. I taught
my kids to come to me if they were ever
treated like this in school. Please, par-
ents, question your children; ask them
if things were OK in school. Bullying is
not right at any age! — Still Have Scars

Dear Scars: I am sorry that you had
to experience bullying at all. You are
correct that the scars still remain. I hope
that with the help of a good therapist,
you can heal some of that past hurt so
that you can be free of pain.

Send your questions for Annie Lane
to dearannie@creators.com.
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Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham §

Question: There was a
terrible fire in our neigh-
borhood. An elderly cou-
ple died with no one to
rescue them. I'm having
a hard time dealing with
this because they were
like grandparents to the
neighborhood children,
including my own. This
precious couple held a
little vacation Bible school
in their yard each sum-
mer and taught the kids
beloved Bible stories that
are no longer taught at

or a saintly mother.
We’ve stood at the open
grave with hot tears run-
ning down our cheeks
and asked in utter bewil-
derment, “Why, O God,
why?”

The death of the righ-
teous is no accident. God’s
watchful vigil notes the
sparrow’s fall and even
the number of hairs on our
heads. Yet we think that
He turns His back on one
of His children in the hour
of peril. He understands
our sorrow but, with Him,

The death of
the righteous is
no accident

Paul’s strong, unshak-
able faith took trouble in
stride. He never asked,
“Why, Lord?” He knew,
beyond the shadow of a
doubt, that his life was
being fashioned into the
image and likeness of his
Savior, and he believed
God for everything in life
and death.

It was Sir Walter Scott
who asked, “Is death the
last sleep? No, it is the
final awakening.” “He
who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent
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A hard-fought match

The Southern Wells Raiders
fell 3-1 to Eastbrook at the
Raiderdome Tuesday night,
but the competitive spirit and
much-improved squad proved
why 2024 is a season to be
excited about. At right, South-
ern Wells’ volleyball team
erupts after winning a close
second set. Below left, fresh-
man Abbie Powell (right) rips
a spike down for one of her 14
kills against Panther’s Gracie
Elliot. Below right, sophomore
Emma Parks reaches high for
a spike on Eastbrook’s Bray-
lin Ailstock. (Photos by Ryan
Walker)

Sports Roundup

Knights top three-team
girls’ golf meet, SW 2nd

Norwell took the three-team girls’
golf match with Southern Wells finish-
ing second at Eastbrook on Tuesday.

The Knights shot a 185 at Arbor
Trace, while the Raiders finished with
a 219. Eastbrook got third with a score
of 249.

Norwell’s Ellie Gatton was the med-
alist, finishing with a 42. Following her
for the Knights was Savanna Simer-
man and Jordyn Shroyer at 47, Jessica
Bynum 49 and Emma Burnau 53.

Callie Ripperger and Kolbie Beav-
ans were the top golfers for the Raid-
ers, who both shot 52s. Following
them was Collena Reeves at 57, Sophie
Meeks (58) and Erika Beavans (60).

Norwell will be at Wayne starting at
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 21.

Southern Wells will be at home vs.
Bluffton at 5 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 27.

Tigers open boys’ tennis
with win over Indians

Bluffton opened up its boys’ ten-
nis season with a victory at home over
Union City Tuesday.

The Tigers won by a score of 4-1.

Individual results:

e Nolan Lambert (B) defeated
Kolton Mills 6-0, 6-1 at No. 1 singles.

¢ Jacob Ribich (B) defeated Antho-
ny Wyatt 6-0, 6-0 at No. 2 singles.

e Anthony Hartman (B) defeated
Kegan Livingston 6-0, 6-0 at No. 3

singles.

e Jacob Thornburg and Brennan Hog-
gatt (UC) defeated Ben Maggard and
Coy Lantz 6-4, 6-3 at No. 1 doubles.

e Kade Abbett and Dane Schla-
genhauf (B) defeated Levi Clark and
Grant Elliott 6-0, 6-0 at No. 2 doubles.

The junior varsity team won 3-0.

Individual results for JV:

* Lance Moser defeated Gabe
Thomas 8-0.

* Braden Lemler defeated Gabe
Tapp 8-1.

e Alex Maggard and Reid Abbett
defeated Gabe Thomas and Gabe Tapp
8-0.

Bluffton will be at Bellmont at 4:30
p-m. Thursday, Aug. 22.

Knights improve to 2-0
in volleyball, beats Bruins

Norwell took the road trip to
Northrop and came away with a 3-0
victory in volleyball Tuesday night.

The set scores were 25-10, 25-13
and 25-15 as the Knights improved to
2-0 on the season.

Stat leaders for the night were: Van-
essa Rosswurm with nine kills, Rebec-
ca Settle with four aces, Emma Vachon
19 assists, Mekynzi Beck one block
and Autumn Lee nine digs.

Norwell won the junior varsity
match 2-0 (25-8, 25-19) and the fresh-
man match 2-0 (25-14,25-22).

Norwell will be at Heritage at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 22.

Tigers fall in first

volleyball match

Bluffton fell 3-2 against Huntington
North in the opening volleyball game
at home Tuesday night.

Set scores were 25-19,
20-25,32-30 and 13-15.

Stat leaders for the night were:
Maryn Schreiber with 15 kills, Isla
Gibson with 27 assists, Rori Drayer
with three aces, Marly Drayer with 15
digs and Konley Ault with two blocks.

Huntington North won the junior
varsity game 2-0 (25-20, 21-25, 12-15).

Stat leaders were: Lucy Mace five
kills, Kenley Smith eight assists and
four aces, Ella Borror seven digs and
Bridget Steffen one block.

Bluffton will be at the Argyll Invita-
tional at 9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 24.

Tigers’ golf match with

Warriors moved

Bluffton’s golf match with Wood-
lan on Tuesday was postponed. The
rescheduled date will be at 4:30 p.m.
Sept 19.

Green Valley Golf results

Bill Foreman, Dick Crispen, Bruce
Warner and Ron McDonald were a part
of the winning team in this week’s Green
Valley Golf League. Dave Willits had the
low gross of 38 and Foreman had the low
net of 31. Mike Bennett had the closest to
pin and Willits had the longest putt.

16-25,

SPORTS

Raiders drop
opening match
to Panthers, but
are improved

By RYAN WALKER

PONETO — Southern Wells may have lost, but the
improvement from last year’s opening game to Tuesday
night could not go unnoticed.

The Raiders fell 3-1 to Eastbrook at the Raiderdome with
set scores of 19-25,25-18,27-29 and 13-25.

To put last year into context, Eastbrook’s 17-15 record
team swept Southern Wells’ 1-23 team in straight sets 25-12,
25-11 and 25-20.

“I’'m much happier with how they competed first three
sets,” Southern Wells head coach Whitney Powell said.

The third set loss was crucial to the Raiders, as the Pan-
thers swiped it right from underneath them.

After taking the second set, Southern Wells had a seesaw
battle with that scored several ties leading up to the final
points. The Raiders went up 26-25 and 27-26, but the Pan-
thers never let them have it and it paid off for Eastbrook’s
29-27 victory.

The effort put into that set came up short, and the smell
of defeat trickled over into the fourth set. Southern Wells
head coach Whitney Powell attributed the 12-point loss in
the fourth to conditioning and dropping the third set taking
the energy out of the team.

“Having the lead, going back and forth with them — and
we put a lot out (on the court),” Powell said. “I feel like
maybe we need a little bit better conditioning too. So I feel
that we’re right there. That game could have gone either
way for five or six points. I feel like the wind came out of
our sails a little bit. We just got to learn to toughen up.”

Despite the loss, the Raiders looked more sound as a unit.
Powell is the architect of the team’s 365-day turnaround,
competing at a much higher level though it is early in the
season to draw any conclusions. But the Raiders were about
as good as they looked all season long last year.

Most of the pieces to the roster returned and are add-
ing another year’s worth of experience for Kila Shelley, a
sophomore who put up a team-high three aces and nine digs
against Eastbrook.

But the main contributing factor was freshman Abbie
Powell. The 6’ middle blocker had herself a night in her first
varsity match. She racked up a team-high 14 kills and 4.5
blocks against the Panthers.

Powell made an athletic impact for the team immediately,
but also as a leader. She was in the pregame huddle with the
team, giving a pep talk and was the vocal leader during the
match.

Powell, Shelley, freshman Kaylee Davis and other return-
ers like Emma Parks, Aly Green, Sydney Alstoft, Kyah
Thomas and Kaylea Coffel have a lot of room to grow with
one another, and the first game was just the start.

“That’s the biggest thing is that we’re learning volleyball
and while Abbie helps with that, Kila Shelley played club
ball, getting extra touches through the summer,” Powell
said. “But we’re all starting to just pick it up a little bit more
than what we did before. So it’s coming.”

Stat leaders for the night were: Powell with 14 kills and
4.5 blocks, Shelley and Green with three aces and Coffel
with 11 digs.

The junior varsity team fell in two sets.

Southern Wells will be at home next at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 22.

ryan@news-banner.com

High School Calendar

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 21

BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Concordia, 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton at Northfield, 5 p.m.; Norwell at
Wayne, 5:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUG. 22

BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Bellmont, 4:30 p.m.; Jay County
at Norwell, 5 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Blackhawk, 6:30 p.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Norwell at Bellmont, 4 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Northrop at Norwell, 7 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Bluffton at Wabash, 7:30 p.m.; Norwell at
Heritage, 7 p.m.; Northfield at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, AUG. 23

FOOTBALL: Blackhawk vs. Bluffton (at South Adams),
7 p.m.; Norwell at Mississinewa, 7 p.m.; Elwood at Southern
Wells, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUG. 24

BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton, Norwell at Bluffton Tennis Invita-
tional, 9 a.m.

BOYS SOCCER: Woodlan at Norwell, 11:30 a.m.

CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Bluffton at Taylor University
Invitational; Norwell at Huntington North Invitational, 8 a.m.;
Southern Wells at Monroe Central Invitational, 10 a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Norwell at Blachkawk, 6:30 p.m.

BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Argyll Invitational, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, AUG 26

BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Blackford, 5 p.m.; South Side at
Norwell, 5:15 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER: Manchester at Norwell, 5:30 p.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Jay County at Bluffton, 4:30 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Mississinewa at Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.; Black-
hawk at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Union City, 7:30
p.m.

Bellinger, Swanson to lifts the Cubs over the Tigers

By GAVIN DORSEY “Getting ahead of hitters more consistently,
Associated Press more execution, fewer bad misses. Curve-
CHICAGO (AP) — Cody Bellinger hit a  ball to left handers got him some strikeouts

two-run double and Dansby Swanson hom-
ered to lift the Cubs over the Tigers, 3-1, on
Tuesday night.

Bellinger went 2-for-4 to lead Chicago.
Javier Assad (6-3) pitched 5 2/3 innings for
the Cubs, allowing just one run on six hits
and striking out seven.

“I thought it was Javy’s best start in a
while, maybe since coming off the injured
list,” Cubs manager Craig Counsell said.

Buy-Sell-Estate and Collection Appraisal
Strong Buyers of Old Coins, Silver Coins & Scrap Gold Jewelry

Coins

260747-0500

NOW in Broadview Plaza Across the
Street From Our 0ld Location!
6110 Bluffton Rd., Waynedale, Fort Wayne, IN
Jim Sollberger, Owner
sollycoins@comcast.net
www.sollyscoins.com

Hours: T-F-10-5 | SAT-10-2 | or by Appointment C

Solly’s

« US Coins
 Gold Coins
« Silver Bullion

« Proof & Mint Sets

» Coin Supplies
(Albums & Folders)

tonight. The two-seamer got some strikeouts
tonight. Multiple pitches (were) working,
and I think that’s what led to the good out-
ing.”

Tyson Miller, Drew Smyly and Porter
Hodge threw 3 1/3 scoreless innings, each
allowing a hit, to close the game. Hodge
earned his second save.

Detroit fell despite strong performances
at the plate by Dillon Dingler and Spencer

Torkelson. Dingler hit in the Tigers’ lone
run with an RBI single and added a triple.
Torkelson was 4-for-4.

Tigers reliever Bryan Sammons (0-1)
took the loss with three runs scored on four
hits in 4 1/3 innings.

Chicago’s offense was mostly stagnant
for the first four innings. With two runners
on base, Bellinger doubled in the fifth to put
the Cubs ahead 2-1. It was a similar scenar-
io to Bellinger’s previous at-bat in the third,
when he grounded out with runners on first
and second.

Limit I coupon per party per visit. Not

valid with other discounts or coupons.
Expires 8/31/2024 |

Mexman Grill & Bar

1595 Harrison Plaza « Bluffton, IN

I valid with other discounts or coupons. |

5“2?

A Purchase of *45% or More-

V Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not !

Expires 8/31/2024

“Obviously, I was pretty disappointed I
wasn’t able to get the job done,” Bellinger
said regarding his first attempt at batting
in a run. “I felt decent that at-bat and said
I just wanted to make the adjustment. Same
situation, man on first and second with one
out, so stay within my approach. (Ian) Happ
and (Michael Busch) Buschy did a great job
of getting on again, so I tried to get the job
done.”

Swanson hit a solo home run in the sixth,
his 10th of the season, to left-center field to
extend the lead.

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR I.AND7

THE FINEST ASSETS IN THE WORLD INCLUDING
iz FARM LAND, ARE SOLD AT AUCTION! .

=) STEFFEN GROUP



SPORTS

BASKETBALL
WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L Pct GB
x-NewYork 24 4 857 —
Connecticut 20 7 .741 3%
Indiana 13 15 464 1
Chicago 11 16 407 12%
Atlanta 9 17 .346 14
Washington 6 22 214 18
WESTERN CONFERENCI

W L Pct GB
Minnesota 19 8 .704 —
Las Vegas 17 9 654 1%
Seattle 18 10 .643 1%
Phoenix 15 13 536 4%,
Dallas 6 21 222 13
Los Angeles 6 22 214 13%

x-clinched playoff spot
Monday’s Games
No games scheduled.
Tuesday’s Games
New York 94, Dallas 74
Connecticut 69, Los Angeles 61
Seattle 83, Washington 77
Wednesday’s Games
Phoenix at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
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News-Banner Scoreboard

Minnesota at Las Vegas, 9:30 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Dallas at New York, 7 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Chicago at Connecticut, 7:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Washington, 7:30 p.m.
Las Vegas at Minnesota, 9:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division
Pct GB
Baltimore 74 53 583 —
New York 73 53 579 Y
Boston 66 59 .528 7
TampaBay 62 62 .500 10%
Toronto 59 67 468 14%
Central Division
Pct GB
Cleveland 73 52 584 —
Minnesota 70 55 .560 3
Kansas City 70 56 .556 3%
Detroit 61 65 484 12%
Chicago 30 96 .238 43%
West Division

W L Pct GB
Houston 68 57 544 —
Seattle 64 62 .508 4%
Texas 58 69 457 1
Oakland 54 71 432 14
LosAngeles 54 72 429 14%

Monday’s Games
N.Y. Mets 4, Baltimore 3
Cincinnati 6, Toronto 3
Texas 4, Pittsburgh 3
Kansas City 5, L.A. Angels 3
Houston 5, Boston 4
San Diego 5, Minnesota 3
Oakland 3, Tampa Bay 0
San Francisco 5, Chicago White Sox 3
L.A. Dodgers 3, Seattle 0
Tuesday’s Games
Toronto 10, Cincinnati 3
Baltimore 9, N.Y. Mets 5
Pittsburgh 4, Texas 0
Chicago Cubs 3, Detroit 1
Boston 6, Houston 5
L.A. Angels 9, Kansas City 5
Cleveland 9, N.Y. Yankees 5, 12
innings
Minnesota at San Diego, late
Tampa Bay at Oakland, late
Chicago White Sox at San Francisco,
late

Seattle at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Baltimore (Irvin 6-5) at N.Y. Mets

Washington
Miami

56 70 .444
46 80 .365
Central Division

17
27%

Baltimore 9, N.Y. Mets 5
Pittsburgh 4, Texas 0
Milwaukee 3, St. Louis 2

(Manaea 9-5), 1:10 p.m. L Pct GB Chicago Cubs 3, Detroit 1
Boston (Criswell 5-4) at Houston (Ver- Milwaukee 73 52 .584 — Minnesota at San Diego, late

lander 3-2), 2:10 p.m. Chicago 62 64 492 1% Chicago White Sox at San Francisco,
Pittsburgh (German 0-0) at Texas St. Louis 61 64 .488 12 late

(Heaney 4-13), 2:35 p.m. Cincinnati 61 65 484 12 Seattle at L.A. Dodgers, late
Chicago White Sox (Crochet 6-9) at Pittsburgh 59 66 472 14 Wednesday’s Games

San Francisco (Webb 11-8), 3:45 p.m. West Division Baltimore (Irvin 6-5) at N.Y. Mets
Cleveland (Cantillo 0-2) at N.Y. Yan- W L Pct GB  (Manaea9-5), 1:10 p.m.

kees (Cortes 6-10), 7:05 p.m. LosAngeles 74 52 .587 — Pittsburgh (German 0-0) at Texas
Cincinnati (Martinez 6-6) at Toronto San Diego 71 55 .563 3 (Heaney 4-13), 2:35 p.m.

(Rodriguez 1-5), 7:07 p.m. Arizona 71 56 .559 3% Chicago White Sox (Crochet 6-9) at
Detroit (TBD) at Chicago Cubs (Taillon San Francisco 64 63 504 10%  San Francisco (Webb 11-8), 3:45 p.m.

8-7), 8:05 p.m. Colorado 47 79 373 27 Cincinnati (Martinez 6-6) at Toronto

L.A. Angels (Cueto 0-0) at Kansas City
(Lorenzen 6-6), 8:10 p.m.

Tampa Bay (Pepiot 6-5) at Oakland
(Spence 7-8), 9:40 p.m.

Seattle (Gilbert 7-9) at L.A. Dodgers
(Flaherty 9-5), 10:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE L.A. Dodgers 3, Seattle 0
East Division Tuesday’s Games
W L Pct GB Arizona 3, Miami 1
Philadelphia 73 52 .584 — Colorado 3, Washington 1
Atlanta 67 58 .536 6 Toronto 10, Cincinnati 3
New York 65 61 .516 8Y% Atlanta 3, Philadelphia 1

Classitieds

Place Your Ad 24/7: co 7o www.news-banner.com anp cLick on “Classifieds”
OR cALL 8B24-0224 \oN-FRI 8-5 ® ToLLFREE 800-579-7476 © rax 824-0700

Monday’s Games
Arizona 9, Miami 6
N.Y. Mets 4, Baltimore 3
Cincinnati 6, Toronto 3
Texas 4, Pittsburgh 3
San Diego 5, Minnesota 3
San Francisco 5, Chicago White Sox 3

(Rodriguez 1-5), 7:07 p.m.

Milwaukee (Myers 6-5) at St. Louis
(Gibson 7-5), 7:45 p.m.

Detroit (TBD) at Chicago Cubs (Taillon
8-7), 8:05 p.m.

Midwest League

Monday, Aug. 19
No games scheduled.

Tuesday, Aug. 20
Peoria 2, Fort Wayne 1

WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by
September 13th, 2024.

Lottery Numbers

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 10-16-28-34-
45

Cash4Life — 09-18-32-
37-46, Cash Ball: 04

Quick Draw Midday —
03-07-11-13-26-27-30-32-
34-40-43-53-54-56-58-61-
63-64-66-68, BE: 27

Daily Three-Midday —
09-00-08, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening —
07-04-06, SB: 01

Daily Four-Midday —
01-07-09-09, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening —
09-02-07-06, SB: 01

Quick Draw Evening
— 04-05-06-08-09-11-27-
28-34-42-50-54-57-59-60-
61-68-71-75-79, BE: 05

Hoosier Lotto
Estimated jackpot (for
Wednesday): $19.7 mil-
lion

MEGA MILLIONS

05-20-26-49-51; Mega
Ball: 24; Megaplier: 4X.

POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for

Wednesday): $20 million

8/21

Help Wanted

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT - Purdue Extension
Wells County is now accepting
applications for a full-time ad-
ministrative assistant. Applica-
tion and job description
available online at
www.extension.purdue.edu/
wells or contact the Extension
Office at  824-6412 or
hoover21@purdue.edu. Appli-
cation deadline August 30.

EARLY MORNING DRIVER
needed to deliver papers to
post offices and stores in
southern part of county. Must
have reliable transportation.
Call Natasha or Doug, (260)
824-0224, for more informa-
tion.

THE BLUFFTON POLICE De-
partment is seeking applica-
tions to fill the position of
Ordinance Compliance Officer.
This full-time civilian position is
responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with all city ordinances
and is based in the police de-
partment working M-F 8a-4p.
Duties include downtown park-
ing enforcement and resolution
of weed and junk complaints.
The successful applicant must
be at least 18 years old with a
high school diploma or GED
equivalent, possess a respon-
sible driving history and clean
criminal background. Knowl-
edge of law procedures pre-
ferred. Application is available
on the city's website
www.blufftonindiana.net.  For
more information contact Chief
of Police Kyle Randall at
824-3320 or kyle.randall@bluff
tonindiana.gov.  Applications
are due back August 23, 2024
by 4:30 p.m.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

‘%/ lip & Save

GARAGE SALE/MOVING
SALE 3679 So. Hoosier Hwy.,
Bluffton, Friday, Aug. 23, 8
a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, Aug.
24, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Flower pots,
hutch, lamps, pictures, bunk
bed, car seats, bedding, kids
clothes, girls 4-8, boys 4-6,
womens clothing, mens cloth-
ing, kids bike, toys, Christmas
items, antique roosters, an-
tique dishes, china set, Boyds
Bears, ladder and some tools.

Receive a free garage
sale kit when placing
a three day line
classified ad.

Help Wanted

BLUFFTON POLICE DE-
PARTMENT Now Hiring! The
Bluffton Police Department is
accepting applications for the
position of police officer. Appli-
cant must be 21 years of age
by close of application date,
but less than 40; have a high
school diploma; two-year col-
lege degree or equivalent (60
hours), or three years of work
experience in police related
field or an ILEA Basic gradu-
ate or equivalent. Must provide
college transcripts. Applicant
must possess and maintain a
valid Indiana driver's license
and responsible work experi-
ence. Applicant must pass a
background investigation, writ-
ten test, physical agility test,
oral interview, voice stress ex-
amination, required statewide
baseline physical and psycho-
logical examination and drug
test. Applications may be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office, 128 E Market
St, Bluffton, IN, between the
hours of 8 am-4:30 pm Mon-
Fri. or online at
blufftonindiana.net. If you have
questions about the applica-
tion process, you may call the
Bluffton Police Department at
260-824-3320, Kyle Randall,
Chief of Police. Last day to ac-
cept applications will be
September 30, 2024

FAMILY ORIENTED DRIVE-
AWAY company looking for
class A and B drivers to trans-
port new and used trucks. 50
cents per mile. 3 years experi-
ence needed. Clean driving
record. All expenses paid but
meals. Part time and full time
positions open. Retired drivers
welcome. Reply 260-433-3557
Or gregbrite@hotmail.com
(EAP1)

NOTICE

UPCOMING EVENT

HAPPENING?
A 20 word, line classified ad
for six days is only $24.50.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office at 125 N. John-
son St., 260-824-0224, or sub-
mit online to news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

Public Notice

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
IN THE WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
DOCKET NO.
90C01-2408-EU-000025
OF WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA

Notice is hereby given that
Cheryl A. Sills was on the 8th day
of August, 2024, appointed per-
sonal representative of the estate
of MARGARET A. CRANDALL,
deceased, who died on the 15th
day of July, 2024, and was autho-
rized to administer her estate with-
out Court supervision.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file those claims
in the office of the Clerk of the
Wells Circuit Court within three (3)
months after the date of the first
publication of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’'s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or those claims will be forever
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this
8th day of August, 2024.

Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Matthew P. Hayes
Attorney for Personal Representa-
tive
Attorney No. 32002-02
GORDON & ASSOCIATES. P.C.
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 824-9377
nb 8/14, 8/21
hspaxlp

SUDOKU ANSWER

17/8 ¥ ¥ x Amoyjiq

dolslels|zi6[v]L]|C
gG|2|L]v|€L]6/9]8
2y 1|6]9]2[8[2G€
J8|v|c|L]L|S|9]€E(6
AR EIEEIHM eI
flelzl9l6(8|¥|S 2|
Llelv|L[6]9]z]8]¢
6/5/8|z|v|€|L 2|9
2l9/1[8ls|z]e6l¥

FOR SALE

Antiques/
Collections

SERVICES Services
Services HANDYMAN  SERVICES,
MARV'S CONSTRUCTION [D 195,190 0ig or too small,
Room additions, fix old saggy .

floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

WAIT UNTIL YOU taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed, de-

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 877-

STAMP COLLECTION SALE

Mint sets, blocks, foreign
stamps, cancelled stamps.
Can purchase entire collection
or partial. Approx. 50 books
plus much more. Call or text
419-371-0608 to setup appt. to

livered-to-the-door Omaha 930-3271 (1) look at collection. Collection is
Steaks! This package comes in Dicatér ?I_rea- 419{371}0608
with 8 FREE PureGround Filet cgerber@allianceautomation.c
Mignon Burgers! Order The VEHICLES om

Protein-Packed Assortment

Package! ONLY $129.99. Call
1-833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75432VDL or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/Grill-
Faves2546 (1)

2018 THOR
Model

31Z, Class A RY,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

Campers/RV’s

Read & recycle
this newspaper

HURRICANE,

gPublic Sale
Calendar

AUGUST 22-23 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors &
various consignors, owners. 815 Adams St.,
Decatur. Two day truck & equipment auction.
Day 1, online bidding only: 250+ various skid
loader attachments, mini excavators, mini skid
steers, tool boxes, workbenches, iron gates,
chains & binders, 40’ high side shipping contain-
ers, dome shelters, various truck take off parts
& much more! Day 2, onsite and online bid-
ding offering 700+ lots! 2024 Holiday Rambler,
large group of off lease day cabs and sleep-
ers, Freightliner day cabs, box, dump, utility &
bucket trucks, lots of trailers, shipping contain-
ers, skid loader attachments, cars, SUV, pickup
trucks, cargo & passenger vans! Accepting con-
signments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC,
260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

AUGUST 22, noon-5 p.m., AUGUST 23, 9
a.m.-5 p.m., AUGUST 24, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. -
Estate Sale. 1513 Ridgewood Lane, Bluffton.
Furniture, lamps, glassware, baskets, ironing
board, sewing machine, luggage set, hand tools,
antique BD electric drill, table saw, hand planer,
router table/router, garden tools, wheel barrow,
nail gun, ladders, weed sprayers, DVD and VCR
players, Samsung TVs, sound system, old train
set, fertilizer spreaders, rowing machine, stor-
age cabinet, 1940’s Boy Scout gear, wall hang-
ings, battery charger, albums, tapes, CD’s, more
items. Call 260-341-5247 for details.

AUGUST 25-SEPTEMBER 1 - Online Only
Personal Property - Spaulding, seller. John
Deere X304 riding lawn mower, household,
modern furniture, vintage collectibles & Christ-
mas, machinist tools, vintage patio furniture,
machinist tool boxes, vintage boat motors,
power tools, much more. Auction preview &
online bidding assistance Aug. 27, 4-6 p.m.,
27 Hi Lo Drive, Bluffton, IN. Sale manager Nick
Huffman, 260-827-8255, The Steffen Group
Inc., 260-426-0633, steffengrp.com.

AUGUST 31 - 10 a.m. - (Onsite) - Aaron &
Lydiann Schmucker, owners. 9036W 800S,
South Whitley. 50A, tillable land, home, Whitley
County. Offered in 4 Tracts. Tract 1: 20A tillable
productive farmland, Pewamo, Blount, Shoals,
Sloan loam, Morley Clay soils. Tract 2: 20+A till-
able productive farmland, Coesse, Sloan loam,
Glynwood, Blount, Shoals soils. Tract 3: 4+A w/
approx. 3,184 sq. ft. 2-story home w/full walkout
basement, 6 bedrooms, open concept layout, in-
floor heat, outside deck, barn w/stalls, calf barn,
straw shed, small utility type buildings. Tract
4: 61A “Swing Tract”, tillable, mostly Pewamo,
Blount soils. Must be purchased w/another tract
or by adjoining land owner. Inspection Aug. 24,
10 a.m.-noon. Sale manager Ritter Cox, 260-
609-3306, Schrader Real Estate and Auction
Company, Inc., 800-451-2709, SchraderAuction.
com.

SEPTEMBER 7 - 9 a.m. - Various consign-
ors, sellers. Lehman Feed Mill, 5111 S 000 Rd.,
Berne, IN. Farm Machinery Consignment Auc-
tion. Tractors, hay wagons, grain carts, discs,
planters, plows, trucks, trailers, semis, live-
stock trailers, tools, lawn & garden equipment,
shop equipment, livestock equipment & more!
Consign anytime Sept. 4, 5, or 6 from 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. Call Heartland to advertise your items!
Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-724-3499,
heartlandauctionrealty.com.

SEPTEMBER 8-SEPTEMBER 15 - (Online
Only Auction) - Private Collector, seller. Out-
standing collection of 2,000-plus comic books,
large assortment of 8-Tracks, cassettes, CD’s
& DVD’s, Star Wars figures, DJ lighting, vintage
books, dolls, large Nativity set, toys, collectibles.
Previews: Sept. 5 and Sept. 12 from 3 p.m. to 6
p.m., 117 W. Craig St., Ossian. Pat Carter, sale
manager, 260-273-8294, The Steffen Group
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & STARTS CLOSING
SEPTEMBER 9 - 6 p.m. EST -Susan Pollock
estate, owner. Two bedroom, 1 full bath, 1,264
sq. feet, basement, 8'x12’ utility shed, Root
Township, Section 34, Adams County, Indiana,
North Adams Community Schools. Open house
Aug. 28, 5-6 p.m., 520 Nuttman Ave., Decatur,
IN. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, kjauction.com.

SEPTEMBER 10 - 10 a.m. EST - (Live and
Online) - Norman & Norwin Bauermeister.

815 Adams Street, Decatur, IN. Bauermeister
Brothers retirement farm equipment auction!
Tractors, tillage & grain handling equipment,
skid loader, JD 5320, JD 6300, JD 4240, JD
7820 FWA, JD 980 23’ field cult., 24’ UM dual
wheel single rolling basket w/harrow, 1965
Dodge D600 & 1974 Chevy C60 grain truck,
J&M 425 hopper wagon, 8"x52’ Mayrath swing
auger, 3 point attachments & much more! For
questions on equipment please call Butch, 260-
246-3656. Preview Sept. 3, 4-6 p.m., 7845 N
650 E, Ossian, IN. Checkout and pick up Sept.
10, 3-5 p.m. Sept. 11, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
kjauction.com.

SEPTEMBER 17 - 2-6 p.m. ET - Online -
Greenbush, Inc., farm. Property location: 1231
N 740 E, Marion. 242.9+/- acres, classified for-
est, barns, quality farmland, timber, Van Buren
Twp., Grant Co. Tract 1: 80+/-A, barns. Tract
2: 55.5+/-A. Tract 3: 18.3+/-A. Tract 4: 7.1+/-
A, potential building site, 42'x56’ barn, 30°’x31’
barn. Tract 5: 63+/-A, 55.28+/- classified forest.
Tract 6: 19+/-A, 18.7+/- classified forest. Timber
value appraisal available. Open house Sept. 7,
1-4 p.m., Steve Goodwin (forester) present. Rick
Johnloz, 260-827-8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-
0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-9177, Halderman
Real Estate & Farm Management, halderman.
com, 800-424-2324.

SEPTEMBER 24 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET - Online -
Don A. Heckber, farm. Property location: 11648
N SR 1 Ossian, IN. 31.63+/-total acres, agricul-
ture prime farmland, 31.5+/- tillable, 0.13+/- non-
tillable, Topography: Level, Zoning: Agricultural,
School District: Norwell Community Schools.
Rick Johnloz, 260 827 8181, rickj@halderman.
com, Jason Johnloz, jasonj@halderman.com,
260-273-9177, Halderman Real Estate & Farm
Management, 800-424-2324, halderman.com.
SEPTEMBER 24 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - The
Estate of Jeffrey Brown. Two story country
home situated on 2.41+/- acres with outbuild-
ings. This 1,876 SF home features 3 bedrooms,
large living room, eat-in kitchen, utility room and
1 car garage. Open houses: Sept. 12 and 19
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 7721 N. 300 W. Markle,
IN. The Steffen Group Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.

SEPTEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - The
Estate of Jeffrey Brown. Land location: 1/4
mile west of Marzane Rd on Wells County Rd
1200 N (Scott Street), Zanesville. 9.27+/- acre
prime building site in Union Twp., Northern Wells
County. Property features open land, wooded
acreage, a 24'x48’ pole building. Perfect home
site, country estate. “Explore the potential of this
property.” Open houses: Sept. 12 and 19 from 3
p.m. to 6 p.m. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, steffengrp.com.

SEPTEMBER 27 - 9 a.m. - Huntington Uni-
versity, owner. Civic Center, 339 S. Main St.,
Montpelier. Online bidding available. Prop-
erty: From Montpelier, 1 mile east to CR 600E,
north 3 miles to CR 1000S, 3 miles east.
256xA productive land, buyer will have 2025
farming rights, Wells County, Nottingham
Township. Offered in 5 tracts, any combina-
tions, tracts. Tract 1: 40+A mostly tillable, CR
1000S, CR 100E road frontage. Tract 2: 88+A
mostly tillable, CR 1000S road frontage. Tract
3: 7+A mostly tillable, CR 1000S road front-
age, potential building site! Tract 4: 1041A
mostly tillable w/7+A woods, CR 1000S, CR
200E road frontage. Tract 5: 17+A mostly till-
able, CR 200E road frontage. Inspection Aug.
29, 4-6 p.m., Sept. 7, 10 a.m.-noon, Tract 1.
Auction managers Al Pfister, 260-760-8922,
RD Schrader, 800-451-2709, Schrader Real
Estate and Auction Company, Inc., schrader
auction.com.

NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family
Farms LLC, sellers. Auction location: Adams
Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington St.,
Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township,
Adams County. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd.
200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2: 80.2 acres, County
Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres,
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97
acres, County Rd. 400 North, Sec 9. Heartland
Auction & Realty, Inc., heartlandauctionrealty.
com, 260-724-3499.
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As | age, a long list of infirmities are a badge of honor

So, how are you doing?

“Life would be infinitely hap-
pier if we could only be born at
the age of eighty and gradually
approach 18.”

— Mark Twain

We’ve all been there. You ask
a person of some advanced age
how they are
doing, and
they begin
a one-sided
conversational
tour de force
of their aches
and pains.
You want to
explain that
the question
was asked
merely as a
polite con-
versational
bridge, but you cannot find an
opening. The exhaustive list of
infirmities and doctors’ visits
must be completed.

I am guilty myself as I often
elicit yawns and sudden phone
checks during my health malady
audit. Listeners make it difficult
for me to adequately complete
the list if their attending skills are
poor. It would help if they could
just focus for a few minutes, then

Ken
Ballinger

Summer readers read more

I could move on. sTRSTGY_
Areal hoot is CREATE o,
to overhear a con- !,HGE9¥515§
versation between qrg;gjﬁ! ﬁl(i 8
two, let’s say 70 ‘?Eg ;sfué’nﬁi
somethings, as ‘mmces
they compete for ol
turf in the aches —
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s know how it is.
And then I passed
a huge kidney
stone last week —
Dr. said it was the
biggest he’d ever
seen in Marion.
Course he’s spent
his whole life in

and pains tug-of-
war. This hap-
pened to me the other day when I
ran into an old school mate in the
frozen food section at Kroger. I
had just placed a quart of double
chocolate rocky road in my cart.
Fortunately for you, the reader,

I preserved a transcript of our
exchange. It went something like
this:

“Kenny Ballinger you old
son-of-a-sea biscuit is that you? 1
haven’t seen you since you stole
my tater tots down at Ivanhoe’s in
high school.”

“I don’t recall that, but I'll take
your word for it Dusty.” I chor-
tled with great sincerity. How
you doin’?” T said through our
handshake.

Pleased that I recognized him
under his camouflage cap, he got
right to it in response to my ques-
tion, “Well, I'm pretty good, but
the arth-a-ritis slows me down,
specially in the mornins. You

Grant County, but
he said with me just comin’ off a
case of the shingles I was doing
pretty good, but then the Covid
got me, and set me back, and...”

I cut him off mid-sentence
in desperation as I realized he
had scored many points here
and was off to a big lead in the
aches and pains competition. I
stumbled, then through sheer
will I mustered the confidence to
reply. “You know I’ve had both
knees replaced and my left hand
shakes, and I can’t raise my right
arm above my shoulder, probably
from all the curve balls I threw
while we were playing baseball at
Eastbrook HS...”

I regretted it as soon as I said
it. I had wandered off topic and
knew he now would have the
upper hand. “You did not have
a curveball in high school,” he
chuckled. You could not break
a pane of glass. Did you even

pitch?” (Just for the record, I
did.) “Who can remember all
that anyway?” Dusty continued.
“I don’t sleep very well — since
I gotta get up about six times a
night for you know what...”

I cut him off again but with
resignation as I silently acknowl-
edged that he had won the day.
“Getting old is not for the weak.”
I mumbled. Just then I saw the
drip of brown ice cream slurry
under my shopping cart. Dusty
saw it too. It was time to go. As
we parted I asked, “How’s the
Mrs.?”

“She’s fine,” he said. How is
your wife doin’?”’

“She’s fine,” I replied.

I’'m 73 and consider myself
to have been relatively healthy
throughout my life, still I find I
am under the care of many. Here
is a list of my doctors:

General Practitioner

Cardiologist

Gastroenterologist

Ear Nose and Throat Specialist

Orthopedic Surgeon

Dermatologist

Podiatrist

Urologist

Pulmonologist

Neurologist

And of course, I have a:

Dentist

Audiologist

Optometrist

Pharmacist

Many have suggested I need
to see a psychologist, but as you
can see, [ have little time for any
additions. What I could really use
is someone in logistics to aid in
navigation.

I am thankful for each of these
men and women who take so
much time with me and who work
so diligently to hold me together.
And the nurses? Don’t get me
started. They are the best.

Here’s The Thing: When
navigating the stairway of aging,
grab the rail. Pray for those who
have no rail to grab.

When you see me out and
about, feel free to ask how I am
doing. Just make sure you have
some time.

ken.ballinger@yahoo.com

Editor’s Note: This is one of a series
of articles and opinions written by a
group of retired and current teachers
— Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy
Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. Their
intent is to spur discussions at the din-
ner table and elsewhere. You may also
voice your thoughts and reactions via
The News-Banner's letters to editor.

A successful 2024 summer reading program has been
announced by the Wells County Public Library with all

reading goals broken.

The youngest patrons (ages birth to 24 months) com-
pleted 1,656 activities. 1,357 kids ages 2 to grade 6 were
signed up and read more that 486,720 minutes.

260 teens read a combined total of 687,284 pages while
the 629 registered adults read a total of 1,507,706 pages.

All groups ended the two month summer reading
adventure with a year-end party.

FW’s Swinney Homestead events

On Sept. 7 nd 8, 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. the Swinney
Homestead will celebrate
with an open house and tour
of the Herb Garden.Mem-
bers of Settler’s Inc. will
offer the free tours.

The Swinney Homestead
is located at 1424 West Jef-
ferson Blvd. More informa-
tion about the Settlers at set-
tlersinc.org.

On Sept. 21, 22 the Set-
tler’s Pioneer Village will
be set up at the Johnny
Appleseed Festival in Fort
Wayne. Entrance to the festi-
val is free and costumed Set-
tlers will be demonstrating a
variety of historic hand arts,
life skills and music. Hours
on Saturday are from 10
am.to 6 p.m.and on Sun-
day from 10 am.to 5 p.m.

Swiss Stitchers to
meet August 26

Swiss Stitchers will
meet Monday, August
26 in the Berne Fire Sta-
tion at 7 p.m.

There will be a short
business meeting and
wrap-up of the Quilt
Show plus show and
tell.

Quilts will be placed
in frames for Education
Day at Swiss Heritage
Village. There are five
quilts to prep for the
event.

Please check your
calendars and come pre-
pared to sign-up to work
the Education Day.

If you have questions
please call Jeane Baum-
er (589-2714) or Vivian
Lemmon (692-6227).

Fremion art in Fort Wayne Museum of Art exhibit

The art by Indiana art-
ists and work chosen for
the “Artists of the Hoosier
Salon From the Permanent
Collection” show will con-
tinue through Oct. 6, at the
Fort Wayne Museum of Art.
Among the artists are Wells
county artist Joel Fremion.

Other Fort Wayne area
artists included are Peggy
Brown, Jim McBride, John
Hrehov and John Kelty

A lecture about the
exhibit will be presented on
Friday, Sept. 27, at 7 p.m.
by Mark Ruschman, Senior
Curator of Art and Culture,
Emeritus, for the Indiana

State Museum and Historic
Sites. (Reservations needed
to fwmoa.org/events, $15
members or $20 non-mem-
bers).

Other exhibits and their
of closing dates are as fol-
lows:

The art installation
drawn pieces of textile art
by Rowland Ricketts will
be viewable through Sept.
Ist.

“Sam Gilliam: His Art
of Printmaking” will be on
view through Oct. 27. Thir-
ty-four of his prints will be
shown.”Diverse Directions:
Rethinking the Landscape”

featuring natural landscapes
will be hung through Dec.
8.

Gallery Hours are 10
am. to 6 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday (until 8
p.m. on Thursdays) and
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.
Admission is $10 adults, $8
students and seniors, $25
per family and free Thurs-
days from 5 to 8 p.m.

Family Tours will
be offered on Sept. 14 at
10:30 a.m., free with gen-
eral admission and RSVP
to fwmoa.org/events. Tours
for families with children
PreK-12.

Gunner is a 16-week-old,
domestic short hair male.

Griffin is a 16-week-old,
domestic short hair male.

Gracie is a 16-week-
old, domestic short hair
female.

Tego’s Tips: The Wells
County Animal Shelter
has several colors of cats/
kittens to choose from.
They are all super friend-

Iy!

A Talk A

with Tego

Tego

These are just a few pets
available for adoption at the
Wells County Animal Shelter,
1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton.
For more information call

824-6063.
/

Concerts at Fort Wayne’s Foellinger Outdoor Theatre
Sept. 23: TESLA

Foellinger Theatre is
located at 3411 Sherman
Blvd., near the FW Chil-
dren’s Zoo.

Upcoming concerts:

Aug. 21: High Kings &
Gaelic Storm

Aug. 22: Night Light

(Fort Wayne Rescue Mis-
sion)

Sept. 13, 8 p.m. &
Sept. 14, 12 a.m.:The
Rocky Horror Show

Sept. 21: Indiana Jones
& the Raiders of the Lost
Ark/FW Philharmonic

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -
Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K1 for our Events.

123 S Jonnson ST. ¢824-0455

HIDEAWRY Frlday &S aturday Bands

Saturday nghtAZ§\24th ~
9 pm-1/am - Zero Tolerancel: |

Weekly Drink Specklls and E%ents'
\\
Sundays Biscuiits & Gravy

Frlday /LVlghtAug\23rd

8-12(pm- Karaoke’
o

S

9arm - un/tll GONE!

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN « 260°724*SHOW

The Forge
Thursday, August 22nd 6pm
Friday, August 23rd 6pm & 8:45pm
Saturday, August 24th
3pm, 5:45pm, & 8:30pm
Sunday, August 25th 2pm & 4:45pm

Harold and the Purple Crayon
ONE Weekend ONLY!

Friday, August 23rd 6:20pm & 8:30pm
Saturday, August 24th
3:30pmSSS, 6pm, & 8:30pm
Sunday, August 25th 2:20pm & 5pm

It Ends With Us

Thursday, August 22nd 6:20pm
\ www.abcinemainc.com ‘l
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Thank you for reading

your local

newspaper

T Nefos-Beanner

GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

Seamless
Sure-Flo®ine:
5" & 6" Continuous Gutters

Leaf Profection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

| 260-888-5062 |

www.seamlessgutter.net

All make

JC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

s &models + broken springs & cables

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

=— 824-1846

Safety Lighting «Clean Units
*24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

W
HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON
THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742
geoff@genesispestservices.com

(Excludes Pop)
WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE

FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on Ei for our Events.

123 S Jonnson ST. e 824-0455

;
‘e 3.’

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican | pREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

= Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

- Private Entrances
« Water Included

260824.5280

For those 62 + or
disabled, regardiess
of age.

=24

%’I‘I @ a(,/{ ASSISTING IN:

Km'o clales

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

tﬁ-}:ﬁ  OFFIcE 260-824-1618 ¢ Corner of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN « 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

.Home Remodel and Repair
Locally

\ —
/\7 4\@ Owned

'ﬂe‘pair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1263

<2 AMISH CREW

will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- i
e iy
Home Healthcare. e NAELA
As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Qil!

R Warren Tﬁamzacy@

(260)375-2135 <>

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St,, Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035

Jim Baker

Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

ELDER LAW

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Medicaid Planning

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

For as little as

>187

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER EJV@M/, %!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
PER ISSUE Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224
or 622-4108

Sept. deadline is
Tues., Aug. 20!




