
By SYDNEY KENT
Bluffton High School Princi-

pal Steve Baker has announced 
his plans to retire following the 
graduation ceremony of the Class 
of 2025. 

Baker has 
served as 
an educator 
with Bluff-
ton-Harrison 
Metropoli-
tan Schools 
for 40 years, 
w i t h  1 1 
years as a 
math teacher 
and coach, 
three years 
as an assis-

tant principal, and 26 years as the 
high school principal. 

During this time, he’s served 
on several committees with the 
Indiana Department of Education 
and on the board for the Indiana 
Association of School Principals. 
He was also named the IASP High 
School Principal of the Year in 
2012.

He and his wife, Loni, have 
two adult children both BHS grad-
uates, and four grandchildren. A 
district press release stated Baker 
plans to transition from principal 
to “Papa” in this next season.

The board of trustees for 
BHMSD begrudgingly approved 
Baker’s resignation during their 

meeting on Monday. 
“You started when I was a 

senior in high school — the foot-
ball coach. We met on the football 
field,” board member Mike Mur-
ray said, looking at Baker across 
the room. “Our kids loved him, I 
loved him. Our kids appreciate 
everything he has done.” 

“You have served the stu-
dents well,” board member Julie 
Thompson added. 

Also during the meeting, ele-
mentary school counselor Kole 
Meyer, who served as the dis-
trict’s summer school administra-
tor, spoke to the board about the 
accomplishments from the sum-
mer. Meyer highlighted students’ 
experience with the world of Hog-
warts, creating duct tape sculptures 
and engaging in robotics activities.

“Almost 200 students received 
great programming in a safe envi-
ronment with wonderful educators 
pouring into them,” Meyer said. 

Meyer extended gratitude to 
a long list of people for their part 
in providing and documenting 
the programming. Because of the 
combined efforts of Superinten-
dent Brad Yates, Assistant Super-
intendent Julie Meitzler, and many 
more people, students received 
free access to summer school with 
free transportation and food.

Meitzler noted that over 5,351 
meals were served through the 
summer food program in Bluffton, 

with 478 second meals requested. 
“Kids are getting so much more 

comfortable,” Meitzler empha-
sized. “They’re coming up and 
saying, ‘I’m still hungry, I need 
more food.’”

Yates announced that the con-
struction at Bluffton-Harrison 
Middle School is almost finished, 

with minor items to be addressed 
in the science classrooms and the 
completion of the roof access 
door modifications. The OurTown 
Safety Village at the elementary 
has also made significant progress. 
Yates said the district anticipated a 
ribbon cutting in late September or 
early October. 

Yates also discussed the poten-
tial for students to receive tele-
health doctor visits at school with 
a parent or guardian’s permission 
in the future. He acknowledged the 
demand the service would place on 
school nurses, however, he said that 
the district is exploring options. 
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Steve Baker to retire after 2024-25 school year

The Bluffton-Harrison board of trustees took an updated photo, with recently appointed member Preston Kaehir. 
Pictured left to right are, Kaehr, Mike Murray, Julie Thompson, Angie Sheets, Trent White, and Brad Yates. (Photo 
by Sydney Kent)

Steve Baker

County Public Information 
Officer resigns, position 
will not be renewed

By HOLLY GASKILL
Wells County Public Information 

Officer LeAnne Gibbs-Wyss has sub-
mitted her resignation effective Aug. 
30. 

The position was also not included 
for renewal in the county’s 2025 budget 
proposal. 

“The commissioners and the county 
have decided to vacate the public infor-
mation officer position … Wells County 
just isn’t in the place right now to dedi-
cate the hours necessary to fully take 
advantage of the benefits of that posi-
tion,” Commissioner Mike Vanover 

stated. “We feel these funds would be 
better allocated to other economic initia-
tives at this time.” 

Gibbs-Wyss has held the part-time 
position since February 2023, after the 
county approved the new position to 
increase communication with taxpayers. 
She assisted in social media manage-
ment for the county, communicated with 
department leaders and elected offi-
cials, and prepared press releases and 
announcements.

In her letter of resignation, provided 
to The News-Banner, Gibbs-Wyss high-

Rock Creek Stone Quarry 
petition to vacate road 
to get another hearing

By HOLLY GASKILL
Although there is still no decision on 

a petition to vacate a portion of County 
Road 500 West, Wells County Commis-
sioners indicated they’re moving forward 
with Rock Creek Stone Quarry’s recent 
proposal.

During the board’s meeting Monday, 
County Attorney Ted Storer said the compa-
ny supplied a sample ordinance that showed 
Rock Creek Stone Quarry’s plan to pay the 
cost of rerouting a portion of CR 500W. The 
portion of the road from CR 100N past the 
Whitelock Ditch would close, allowing the 
company to expand across the current road-
way.

The quarry originally petitioned the 
county only for the road closure, which was 
opposed by a group of area residents in a 
public hearing in December 2023. On Mon-
day, Storer asked the commissioners if they 
would like to hold another public hearing 
for the request. 

The commissioners tentatively agreed to 
both an executive session and a public hear-
ing on the matter for their next meeting on 
Sept. 2. However, there was not a unani-
mous understanding of the purpose of an 
executive session. 

Commissioner Blake Gerber asked if 
the item would meet the guidelines for a 

Company seeks $15,000 to attract remote employees

“No man’s land”: Hoosiers on Medicaid waitlist seek answers
By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
Prior to May of 2021, James 

“Jim” Densmore lived alone and 
worked a full-time remote job in 
central Indiana as a quality sys-
tems data analyst. But when he 
stopped answering his phone, his 
family started to worry.

“We found him on the floor. 
Amazingly, he was understand-

ing my commands, my questions 
and hearing me. And when I asked 
him, ‘Did you have a stroke?’ 
He gave me a thumbs up,” Sarah 
Densmore, his sister, recalled. 

After weeks in a hospital fol-
lowed by months of rehabilitation, 
Jim Densmore moved in with his 
sister, his closest family, who had 
relocated to a ground floor apart-
ment to better accommodate his 

wheelchair. And while he no lon-
ger has a feeding or tracheostomy 
tube, he’s still partially paralyzed 
on his left side. 

“He is just now learning to 
stand on his own after three years, 
but he is still progressing. He 
couldn’t do that six months ago,” 
Sarah Densmore said. “It just 
made sense that I would be the 
person. So I gladly brought him 

in and — with the help of many, 
many wonderful at-home agencies 
and his regular doctor — he’s been 
getting gradually better.”

But the coverage options that 
got Jim Densmore, now 64, and 
Sarah Densmore, 63, through the 
first year or so didn’t last. His 
company’s short-term disability 
policy lasted six months, but Jim 
Densmore couldn’t return to work 

and lost that insurance. Then he 
made do with Medicaid, which 
lapsed once he started getting his 
social security because his income 
level was too high, Sarah Dens-
more said. 

Now Jim Densmore uses that 
social security to pay out-of-pock-
et premiums for insurance under 
the Affordable Care Act Market-

By HOLLY GASKILL
Make My Move, an Indianapo-

lis company that helps govern-
ments attract workers, is seeking 
$15,000 from Wells County for a 
northeast Indiana campaign.

Vice President of Enterprise 
Sales Ben Ledo spoke to the Wells 
County Commissioners about 

the potential partnership during 
their meeting on Monday. Ledo 
explained that the company seeks 
out remote employees with gov-
ernment incentives, like $5,000 for 
purchasing a house in the region.

“We think of this as economic 
development, but rather than nec-
essarily incentivizing employers to 

create jobs that will bring popula-
tion, we bring people that bring a 
job,” Ledo explained. 

Ledo asked the county to con-
tribute $15,000 to partner with 
other communities in a two-year 
program to relocate 100 families 
to the region. The idea is that these 
families would then pay taxes, 

contribute to the local economy 
and build families in the commu-
nity, effectively earning back the 
investment. 

According to Ledo, Make My 
Move has already partnered with 
the cities of Huntington, New 
Haven and Angola, as well as 
Wabash and Kosiasco counties, 

and plans to continue meeting with 
other communities. The company 
has also received funding through 
the Indiana Economic Develop-
ment Commission and Northeast 
Indiana Strategic Development 
Commission. 

Ledo said the company’s role 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Stever Baker to retire Weather
Tuesday, August 20, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:03 p.m. Monday)
High: 74; Low: 62; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.14  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a 

high near 71. North wind 5 
to 10 mph. 

Tonight: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 46. North 
wind around 5 mph becom-
ing calm in the evening. 

Wednesday: Sunny, with 
a high near 73. Calm wind 
becoming northeast around 5 
mph in the afternoon. 

Wednesday Night: Clear, 
with a low around 49. Calm 
wind. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 76.
Thursday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 52.
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 81.
Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 59.
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 85.
Saturday Night: A 20% chance of showers. Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 64.
Sunday: A 10% chance of showers. Sunny, with a high 

near 88.
Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 67.
Monday: Sunny, with a high near 89.
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“The goal is to keep 
kids in class longer,” Yates 
explained. “(And) to make it 
more convenient for parents 
and guardians.” 

The board also:
• Accepted resignations 

from fifth grade science 
teacher Heather Kryiss, bus 
driver Peggy Diffendarfer 
and special purpose bus 
driver Samantha White. 

• Approved employment 
recommendations for: Alli-
son Norman as a fifth grade 
teacher; Betsy Needler as 
a fifth grade mild disabili-
ties teacher; Cruz Rinken-
berger as an EL instructional 
assistant; Colin Sackett as a 
long-term substitute teacher; 
Neely Bultemeier as ele-
mentary school yearbook 
adviser; Holden Berlin as 
high school band director; 
Erica Bluhm as high school 
cheerleading sponsor with 
Sara Runyon as assistant and 

Cheyanne Penrod as middle 
school sponsor; Hannah 
Gerig as high school vocal 
music director; Michael 
Vanderkolk as high school 
yearbook adviser; Tara 
Cocanower and Andrew 
Cook as high school teach-
er technology specialists; 
Steve Linderwell as BPA 
sponsor; Erin Schantz and 
John Price as NHS spon-
sors; Stacy Morrison and Jill 
Buskirk as student council 
sponsors; Sydney Jeffers 
as head junior class spon-
sor with Alyssa Hatfield, 
Kyle Linton, Nick Miller, 
Karen Reed, Carla Rizer and 
Vanderkolk also as sponsors; 
Brent Kunkel as head senior 
sponsor; Kevin Powell, ick 
Man Matre, Jackie Chaney, 
Andrew Cook, Price and 
Cocanower as high school 
team leaders; Meredythe 
Fritz, Sydney Jeffers, Miller, 
Cocanower, Nancy Fish-
er, Aby Ribich and Steve 

Linderwell as club sponsors; 
Jonathan Morgan as  high 
school head eSports coach 
with Cook and Kurt Smith 
as assistants; Amy Rusu as 
middle school head eSports 
coach with Madison Sliders 
as assistant; Bailey Engle 
and Hallie Gallion as pre-K 
childcare adult supervisors; 
Laken Etzler as high school 
volleyball assistant coach; 
Felicia McElveen as pre-
school parent liason, Laurie 
Baumgartner as high school 
cross country assistant 
coach; and Cary McClure 
and Brandy Beer as substi-
tute teachers.

• Announced their intent 
to employ an elementary 
instructional assistant, bus 
driver and special purpose 
bus driver. 

• Increased substitute 
teacher pay from $90 per 
day to $95.

• Accepted donations of 
$3,390 from Bargain Hut 

for vape sensors; $400 from 
Six Mile Church to stu-
dents in need; school sup-
plies for elementary and 
middle school students and 
staff from TI Fluid Systems; 
school supplies for students 
in need from Zion Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church, Firefly 
and ProFed Credit Union; 
school supplies and hygiene 
products to high school stu-
dents in need and $2,000 to 
the athletic department from 
an anonymous donor; and a 
copy of “What’s Your Call-
sign?” by Michelle Curran 
for the middle school library 
from Susan Flueckiger. 

• Approved the adver-
tisement of the 2025 budget 
process.

• Approved the 2025-
2026 school calendar and 
review plan draft.

The next regular school 
board meeting is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. on Sept. 16. 

sydney@news-banner.com

lighted how the role has 
served the county over a 
year-and-a-half. 

“Establishing this role 
from the ground up pre-
sented both unique oppor-
tunities and significant chal-
lenges,” she wrote. “One of 
the most notable difficulties 
was addressing the dispa-
rate interests in measuring 
the role’s successes and bal-
ancing the needs and wants 
of the various stakehold-
ers … Some of the wins in 
the position of which I am 
most proud of include pro-
viding taxpayer education 
through social media, pre-

senting a united response by 
the Commissioners on the 
initial rejection of Health 
First Indiana funding, and 
fielding inquiries from 
and providing insight to 
Wells County elected offi-
cials regarding how best to 
respond to concerns of the 
media and various constitu-
ent groups.”

Also in the letter, Gibbs-
Wyss recognized new 
opportunities the county has 
to capitalize on development 
in southern Allen County, as 
well as the need for strategic 
economic development ini-
tiatives in Wells County.

holly@news-banner.com

closed-door meeting; Storer 
believed it did but wanted 
to review the public access 
policy regarding open meet-
ings.

C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
Jeff Stringer and Mike 
Vanover expressed sup-
port for both an execu-
tive session and a public 

hearing, however, Stringer 
later questioned why an 
executive session was 
necessary. He asked Ger-
ber to explain his con-
cerns for an executive ses-
sion to Storer. 

Either meeting will be 
publicized in advance if 
scheduled for Sept. 2. 

holly@news-banner.com
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PIO resigns

Rock Creek

Remote workers
is primarily marketing to 
applicants and reviewing 
applications. Their profit 
comes from a cut of the 
partnership.

“I don’t want to pay 
$15,000 and see everybody 
go to Fort Wayne,” Stringer 
said. “I’m for it, but I’d like 
to see more info.” 

“Proportionally, Fort 

Wayne has different hous-
ing, that sort of thing, we 
will probably get more peo-
ple there than we will Wells 
or Bluffton,” Ledo said. 
“But we will get some wins 
here, undoubtedly.” 

The commissioners did 
not vote on the request, but 
Ledo said he would follow 
up with further information. 

holly@news-banner.com
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Hoosiers on Medicaid waitlist
place while Sarah Densmore — who 
also retired to care for her brother — 
uses her social security to cover their 
basic living needs. 

Then the Densmores found out 
about the state’s Medicaid waiver pro-
grams and applied in November 2023. 
It would not only cover some medi-
cal expenses but could also pay Sarah 
Densmore a daily stipend as Jim Dens-
more’s caregiver. 

But the following month, the over-
seeing agency revealed a nearly $1 
billion shortfall in the state’s Med-
icaid budget. One of the maneuvers 
used to save the state money was 
the implementation of a waitlist for 
waiver services, which have a higher 
income cutoff than traditional Medic-
aid. 

“We don’t have enough money for 
food throughout the month, so thank 
heaven for these wonderful people at 
local food pantries because they help 
me stretch the food budget. Gratefully, 
I can pay for our rent, our electricity 
and he can pay for his phone bill, his 
insurance premium, the therapy …,” 
Sarah Densmore said. “We’re very for-
tunate in that regard. But at the end of 
the month, there is absolutely nothing 
left.”

Shortly after an interview with the 
Indiana Capital Chronicle, Jim Dens-
more, who was on the Aged and Dis-
abled waitlist, got a message from 
FSSA inviting him to move to the 
PathWays waitlist.

The state split the Aged and Dis-
abled waiver into a PathWays waiver, 
for older Hoosiers, and a Health and 
Wellness waiver for those with dis-
abilities. Starting in July, the state tran-
sitioned those under the old waiver 
waitlist onto the new waivers, both of 
which also have waitlists.

The Densmores plan to start the 
PathWays process this week, but it is 
unclear how long it will be before he 
can get services.

There are many more people like 
Jim Densmore. Under the current pro-
cess, if no new Hoosiers join the wait-
lists — an unlikely scenario — FSSA 
would process the PathWays waitlist in 
just over 11 months while the Health 
and Wellness waiver would take two 
and a half years. 

Impact of budget on waitlist
Indiana has five different Medicaid 

waivers, at least two of which have 
a waitlist. Four of the waivers are 
administered by the Bureau of Dis-
ability Services and focus on serving 
Hoosiers with disabilities while the 
remaining waiver for PathWays — for 
Hoosiers aged 60 and older — is over-
seen by the Office of Medicaid and 
Planning. 

The estimated length of each wait-
list varies depending on capacity, but 
some officials warn that some waitlists 
already exceed the number of available 
slots. The Family and Social Services 
Administration only shared informa-
tion related to waitlists for the Path-
Ways and Health and Wellness waiver.

An analysis from health care policy 
group KFF recently reported that more 
than 692,000 people are on Medic-
aid waitlists nationally, most of whom 
(72%) have an intellectual or develop-
mental disability.

Seniors and adults with physical 
disabilities make up 25% of nation-
al waitlists and the remaining 3% 
includes children who are medically 
fragile, people with traumatic brain or 
spinal cord injuries, people living with 
HIV/AIDS and more. 

The agency didn’t respond to a 
question about whether there were 
waitlists for either the Family Supports 
Waiver, the Community Integration 
and Habilitation Waiver, or the Trau-
matic Brain Injury Waiver — though 
disability advocates said there are 
waiting lists for the Family Supports 
waiver as well.

According to a July 1 release, 9,015 
Hoosiers are on the waitlist for Path-
Ways and another 3,762 are on the 
waitlist for the Health and Wellness 
Waiver. FSSA invited 125 people off 
of the Health and Wellness waitlist and 
800 people off of the PathWays wait-
ing list in July and intends to do the 
same in August. 

“The pace that has been shared is 
based on making sure that the state’s 
systems and processes could handle 
the capacity and to provide transpar-
ency. We will monitor the work close-
ly,” an FSSA spokesperson said. “We 
are currently working through just over 
900 members each month and will 
continue to look for ways to increase 
the throughput.”

Though the federal government has 
approved more slots for Indiana than 
it currently fills, FSSA isn’t utilizing 
those additional slots. The state’s Path-
Ways waiver notes that “The State’s 
budget process drives the number of 
annually available waiver slots.” 

FSSA told the Indiana Capital 
Chronicle, “All FSSA programs and 
waivers are dependent on the fund-
ing available” when asked about the 
impact of the budget on the waitlist.

But state lawmakers have indicat-
ed little appetite for more Medicaid 
spending, instead sharing concerns 
about the program’s ballooning costs. 
Legislators will convene in January for 
the next budget writing session.
Few options for Hoosiers on waitlists

Staff with The Arc of Indiana, 
which advocates on behalf of Hoo-
siers with disabilities, flagged concerns 
about whether people would be forced 
to seek institutional care in the absence 
of the community supports the waivers 
provided.

“… being on a waiting list not only 
can delay critical medical treatment 
and therapies, but also means critical 
supports to help individuals remain 
in the community are not available,” 
The Arc of Indiana email said. “These 
lack of supports can lead families to 
seek placement in a Medicaid funded 
group home, nursing facility or place-
ment for extended periods of time in 
psychiatric wards of hospitals. Fam-

ily caregivers may feel forced to quit 
working, which puts the entire family 
at risk because they cannot pay their 
bills. Down the road, this will impact 
their social security and other retire-
ment income.”

The Arc’s spokesperson said several 
family advocates with the organization 
had called 211, the state’s informa-
tional hotline, to see what resources it 
would recommend for families on the 
waitlist. 

“While the 211 operators were 
very sympathetic, there was very lit-
tle they could direct them to … With-
out Medicaid or a Medicaid Waiver, 
there is no substitute to cover atten-
dant care or structured family care-
giving. It is crushing for families to 
be told, “there are other services out 
there” when there are not,” the email 
said. 

Frequently, families are directed to 
their local Area Agency on Aging or 
the state’s Bureau of Disability Ser-
vices. Sarah Densmore said she’d 
received a call from the latter last 
week, after being directed to contact 
them by her local Area Agency on 
Aging. 

She was dismayed to learn that 
FSSA prioritizes those who’ve recently 
left institutional settings on the waitlist 
and that the state can’t give specific 
wait time estimates. 

“What I still find perplexing is that 
(FSSA) could not tell me where Jim is 
on the waitlist and how many people 
are in front of them? (They) said they 
don’t know, they have not been told,” 
Sarah Densmore said. “I said, ‘Well, 
surely someone must know. It’s com-
puterized … that doesn’t seem logical 
to me.’”

“When I call (others) and they say, 
‘You’re number five, please hold. Your 
estimated wait time is seven minutes,’” 
Sarah Densmore continued. “Why 
can’t do the same thing? I just don’t 
understand it.”

In an email, an FSSA spokes-
person said that those estimates 
couldn’t be calculated “because of 
the factors involved, such as wheth-
er a person invited off the waitlist 
declines to continue the process and 
the number of individuals who are 
given waitlist priority in any given 
month.”

“When an individual is invited to 
continue the process of joining the 
waiver, they will receive multiple noti-
fications outlining the specific steps 
they must take and the timeframe in 
which they must be completed,” the 
email continued. 

The Arc notes that the state main-
tains a centralized waitlist for the 
Family Supports Waiver but that 
local Areas Agencies on Aging have 
the lists for PathWays, Health and 
Wellness and Traumatic Brain Injury 
waivers. 

“It is very difficult to navigate. This 
is information that is vital for people 
to have,” The Arc spokesperson said. 
“Right now, (families) are in no man’s 
land and really feel adrift.”

(Continued from Page 1)



By LESLIE 
BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
The bipartisan commis-

sion charged with assuaging 
the state’s attorney shortage 
recommended funding legal 
practice startups and a regu-
latory “sandbox” agency — 
among other budgetary and 
legislative suggestions — in 
an interim report released 
Thursday.

It comes ahead of the 
Legislature’s brainstorm-
filled interim committee 
meetings and its January 
budget-writing session.

More than half the state’s 
92 counties are considered 
“legal deserts,” defined as 
under one lawyer per 1,000 
residents, according to the 
American Bar Association.

“This puts at risk access 
to justice for Hoosiers 
everywhere,” Appeals 
Court Judge Nancy Vaidik 
and Indiana Supreme Court 
Chief Administrative Offi-
cer Justin Forkner wrote of 
the shortage.

The duo, which chaired 
the Commission on Indi-
ana’s Legal Future, called 
the crisis “a challenge 
entirely of our profession’s 
own making.”

“Therefore, (it is) one 
we are fully capable of cor-
recting so long as we rise 
to the occasion together,” 
they wrote. “Stemming the 
tide will require bold and 
thoughtful innovation.”

The Indiana Supreme 
Court created the commis-
sion in April and gave it an 
August deadline for sug-
gestions involving financial 
asks or legal changes. That’s 
because lawmakers are pre-
paring to enter the biennial 
budget session.

Budgeting for 
the legal field

The group put forth five 

“priority” funding recom-
mendations.

At the top of its list was 
a stipend for legal practice 
startups, for use on expenses 
like rent, utilities, insurance, 
legal research services, data-
bases, case management soft-
ware and billing software.

Those costs are most 
burdensome in the startup 
phase because the attorney 
is still building clientele, 
per the commission. It also 
noted that new, small firms 
can’t benefit from econo-
mies of scale.

“A modest stipend to 
those lawyers, particularly 
newer lawyers, would alle-
viate some of those over-
head stressors and incentiv-
ize lawyers to practice in 
areas of high legal need,” 
the commission wrote.

It next suggested funding 
scholarships for incoming 
law students who’ve com-
mitted to practicing as pub-
lic prosecutors or defenders, 
similar to an existing pro-
gram for Hoosier teachers.

The county-funded gigs 
typically pay poorly, so the 
scholarships could help law 
students lower their post-
graduation debt loads and 
keep them in public interest 
work, the commission wrote.

It included a draft pro-
posal for the scholarships.

Third, the commis-
sion proposed a regulatory 
“sandbox” program allow-
ing “innovative” legal offer-
ings in “a controlled manner 
outside the bounds of the 
typical rules governing the 
legal profession.” It would 
authorize and evaluate non-
traditional legal services 
pilots, as inspired by a 2020 
Utah agency.

Fourth, the commis-
sion recommended startup 
funding for law firms using 
a nonprofit model, and 

included a slide deck on the 
idea in its report.

It cast the model’s slid-
ing scale fee structure as a 
solution to the middle-class 
affordability gap, in which 
the rich can pay full price 
and the poor qualify for 
legal aid, with middle-class 
Hoosiers in the lurch.

Finally, the commis-
sion encouraged the Indiana 
Supreme Court, the state’s 
bar association and law 
schools to establish a state-
wide legal incubator for attor-
neys who want to start pri-
vate practices in legal deserts.

Among several non-pri-
ority budget asks to address 
the attorney shortage were 
suggestions for student 
loan help, legal aid service 
supplementary funding and 
court technology boosts. 
Legislative, rule changes 

proposed
The commission asked 

lawmakers for four amend-
ments to Indiana code, 
beginning with a “sandbox”-
friendly tweak complete 
with suggested legislative 
language.

It would allow those 
participating in Indiana 
Supreme Court-approved 
initiatives to act as attorneys 
without committing a mis-
demeanor.

Another change would 
let cities expand their hiring 
searches for law department 
leaders to those who live in 
contiguous counties, instead 
of the current single-county 
limit.

A third proposal would 
loosen attorney require-
ments in small claims cases. 
Businesses could choose 
whether to hire counsel in 
actions worth up to $25,000 
instead of being forced to 
find representation in claims 
worth more than $6,000.

A fourth would encour-

age counties to allow pub-
lic internet access in their 
courthouses by protecting 
them from civil liability in 
the event of a data breach.

The commission also 
suggested nearly a dozen 
changes to court rules, 
like finalizing remote pro-
ceeding policies — and 
“cement(ing)” them as “part 
of the norm as opposed to 
an exception.”

Other court rule recom-
mendations included looser 
restrictions on attorneys 
licensed in other states, 
allowing artificial intelli-
gence in court interpretation 
services, eliminating local 
bans on bringing electronic 
devices into courthouses, 
protecting judicial officers 
filmed without their knowl-
edge, and offering attorneys 
working pro bono some dis-
cipline and liability protec-
tions.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” 

obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries 
will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, 
date and place of death, basic genealogical information, the 
date, time and location of calling hours and services and the 
name of the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be 
included, or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a 
“local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and 
will coordinate obituary publication.

Police NotebookJanet Marie Hockin, 85
Janet Marie Hockin, 85, of 

Berne, passed away Sunday 
morning, Aug. 18, 2024, at Adams 
Memorial Hospital. 

She was born on July 10, 1939, 
in Sylvania, Ohio, to the late Albra 
“Pete” Clark and Mildred and Mil-
dred (Papenhagen) Clark.	  

Janet was united in marriage to 
Robert Hockin on Feb. 11, 1961, 
Ottawa Lake, Michigan. 

She served her family as a 
homemaker. 

Janet enjoyed crocheting daily for many years until 
she was unable. She loved bird watching and her flow-
ers. Janet traveled around the state to play bingo. Bob 
and Janet in their earlier years spent time Square Danc-
ing. Her most treasured thing in life was her grandchil-
dren and family. 

She is survived by her loving husband, Bob Hockin 
of Berne; son, Robert (Debbie) Hockin Jr. of Pensacola, 
Florida; son, Daniel (Laura) Hockin of Berne; daugh-
ter, Laurie (Karl) Gee of Williamsport, Indiana; sister, 
Sandra Beaver of Blissfield, Michigan; sister, Jeanne 
(George) Bates of Erie, Michigan; nine grandchildren, 
Heather (Blaine) Graham, April (Kevin) Overby, Brian 
(Anna) Hockin, Ashley (Kurtis) Guenzel, Boone (Chelsea) 
Rogers, Emily (Jared) Baker, Bryanna (Aaron) Osborne, 
Zachary Buckingham and Darren Gee, and 31 great-
grandchildren 

Janet was preceded in death by a granddaughter, 
Victoria Buckingham and a brother Duane Clark.

A private family Celebration of Life will be announced 
at later date. 

Arrangements by Zwick and Jahn Funeral Homes, 
Yager-Kirchhofer Chapel of Berne.

Kenny Brock, 66
Kenny R. Brock, 66, of Montpelier, passed away on 

Aug. 11, 2024. He was born on April 24, 1958, in Hart-
ford City.  He married Nancy Sitsler on Oct. 26, 2019. He 
served his country in the Army National Guard’s serving 
in the 1st Squadron, 238th Calvary, Marion, IN. for 20 
years. 

He will be sadly missed by his wife, Nancy (Sit-
sler) Brock of Montpelier; children, Gina Brock of Fort 
Wayne, Chris (Amanda) Brock of Fort Wayne, and 
Dwight  Kinder of Montpelier; seven grandchildren; and 
a sister, Val (Greg) Adams of Montpelier.

He was preceded in death by his parents, George 
Harry Brock and Gayle Lea (Turner) Brock, and brother, 
Dennis Wayman Brock.

A Celebration of Life will be held from 1-3 p.m. on 
Aug. 24, 2024, at the Millard Brown American Legion 
Post 156 located at 112 W. Green St. in Montpelier.

Melissa Kay Wilson, 45
Melissa Kay (McElhaney) Wilson, 45, of Fort Wayne, 

passed away on Aug. 17, 2024. She was born on Mon-
day, Nov. 6, 1978, in Huntington. Melissa was a gradu-
ate of Southern Wells High School and spent her early 
years in Jackson Township.

She will be forever missed by her parents, Terry 
Lee and Gwenda L. (Leas) McElhaney of Warren; chil-
dren, Simone A. Wilson and Fiona Wilson, both of Fort 
Wayne; and siblings, Jenifer Roemer, Megan (Justin) 
Smith, and Brock (Jamie Quenzer) McElhaney. 

She was preceded in death by her grandparents, Jack 
and Barbara Leas and Ed and Doris McElhaney.

Family and friends may gather from 3-7 p.m. on Aug. 
22, 2024 at Walker & Glancy Funeral Home, 109 W 
Windsor St. in Montpelier. A service will follow at 7 p.m. 
with Pastor Troy Drayer officiating.

OBITUARIES
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Here’s the deal. The right 
insurance should help 
you feel confident and 
comfortable. I’m the right 
good neighbor for that.
Call me today.

erin@myblufftonsfagent.com

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Joan M. Swartz
Calling: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 21 
at church.

Service: 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 21 at 

First Church of Christ.

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Henry LeRoy 
Harshman

Calling: 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, August 20.

Service: 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, August 20 at the 

funeral home.

INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 5:22 p.m., 300 

block of Willowbrook Trail. 
Caller reported unwanted 
subject.

Friday, 7:01 p.m., Union 
and South streets. Report of 
juvenile playing on railroad 
tracks.

Friday, 9:21 p.m., 500 
block of South Morgan 
Street. Report of loud juve-
niles. Unable to locate.

Friday, 10:55 p.m., 200 
block of West Washington 
Street. Report of a teenager 
out of control. Advised to go 
to bed.

Saturday, 1:04 a.m., 700 
block of South Morgan 
Street. Report of a man and a 
woman arguing outside.

Saturday, 11:44 a.m., 
Kroger. Report of damage to 
vehicle.

Saturday, 4:26 p.m., 500 
block of Normandy Drive. 
Report of a fire in a burn 
barrel. Man advised to put 
the fire out.

Saturday, 5:29 p.m., 200 
block of East Washington 
Street. Caller complained 
of a vehicle in her parking 
space.

Sunday, 12:27 a.m., 300 
block of Arrowhead Trail. 
Dispatcher helped subjects 
through difficult situation.

Sunday, 7:56 a.m., 100 
block of Capri Court. Report 
of littering, subject’s name 
was on items that were 
thrown away.

Sunday, 12:27 p.m., 800 
block of South Morgan 

Street. Report of protection 
order violation via email.

Sunday, 2:37 p.m., North 
Main and East Jackson 
streets. Report of kids in the 
middle of the road.

Sunday, 3:46 p.m., Out-
door Concepts. Caller report-
ed safety concerns regarding 
a German Shepherd without 
a leash.

Sunday, 6:16 p.m., 500 
block of East Spring Street. 
Report of theft of a carved 
walking stick.

Sunday, 7:02 p.m., Kehoe 
Park. Report of a syringe 
located under the bridge, 
trash bags provided for sub-
jects cleaning up.

Monday, 11:03 a.m., 
Fields of Grace. Report of 
man trying to get women to 
go into the bathroom with 
him.

Monday, 1:06 p.m., 500 
block of East Ohio Street. 
Report of car damaged via 
tree limb.

Monday, 1:46 p.m., East 
Dustman Road and Hal-
lendale Drive. Driver cited 
for speeding 58 in a 35 mph 
zone.

County:
Friday, 1:11 p.m., 6900 

North Backford Avenue, 
Montpelier. Attendance let-
ter delivered to parent.

Fr iday,  3 :36 p .m. , 
Walmart. Report of possibly 
intoxicated woman opening 
products in store.

Friday, 11:26 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Warrant served 
to Briana Wright.

Saturday, 6:13 p.m., East 

of Chicago. Report of man 
slumped over wheel in run-
ning vehicle.

Saturday, 8:01 p.m., S.R. 
124 and 200W, Bluffton. 
Officer assisted with pushing 
vehicle out of lane.

Sunday, 2:09 p.m., Barch-
man Street and 200W, Key-
stone. Report of a damaged 
pole.

Sunday, 2:34 p.m., 
McDonalds. Caller reported 
driver beating passenger in 
vehicle.

Monday, 12:19 a.m., 
7400W 1000S, Warren. 
Caller reported ex-husband 
crashed car into the house, 
the vehicle was on fire, and 
he was unable to get out of 
it. Fire under control.

Monday, 9:33 a.m., 
7200N 300W, Markle. 
Report of theft of two 
mopeds and two saddles.

Monday, 10:56 a.m., 
7800N 400E, Markle. 
Caller from Markle Post 
Office advised they are 
having “issues” with the 
mailbox. Issues include 
the mailbox being stuffed 
with hotdogs and also a 
live cat.

Ossian:
Saturday, 7:07 p.m., 

Norwell High School. 
Report of a woman that 
jumped out of vehicle. 
Driver continued.

Sunday, 6:17 p.m., 200 
block of Countryside Drive, 
Ossian. Caller complained 
about loud music. Resi-
dent advised it wasn’t the 
first time her neighbor has 

called and it will not be the 
last.

Monday, 8:33 a.m., 
1100N and 600E, Ossian. 
Report of 18 used tired in a 
field.

ARRESTS
Chelsea Rae Ridley, 29, 

Fort Wayne; possession of 
marijuana, a Class A mis-
demeanor, and providing 
alcohol to a minor, a Class B 
misdemeanor. No bond set.

Jose Alfredo Velasco-
Jimenez, 25, Delphos, Ohio; 
operating a vehicle with 
an ACE of .15 or more and 
operating while intoxicat-
ed — endangerment, both 
Class A misdemeanors, 
leaving the scene of a crash, 
a Class B misdemeanor, 
and operating without ever 
obtaining a license, a Class 
C misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$3,000.

Earnest Boosie Boens Jr., 
46, Chicago, IL.; possession 
of firearm by a serious vio-
lent felon, a Level 4 felony, 
intimidation with a deadly 
weapon, a Level 5 felony, 
and interfering with public 
safety, a Class A misdemean-
or. Bond set at $21,500.

Briana Mercedes Ann 
Wright, 30, Marion; proba-
tion violation, a Level 6 fel-
ony. No bond set.

Gregory Kenneth Bow-
lin, 50, Avilla; operating 
with an ACE of .15 or more 
and operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated — endan-
germent, both Class A mis-
demeanors. Bond set at 
$1,500.

Indy police sergeant 
faces internet child 
exploitation charges

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — A police sergeant in Indianap-
olis faces child exploitation charges following an investiga-
tion by members of an internet crimes against children unit.

The 12-year veteran of the Indianapolis Metropolitan 
Police Department was arrested Monday, the department 
said in a release.

The Associated Press is not naming the officer because 
he has yet to be officially charged by prosecutors. He most 
recently was assigned to the department’s internal affairs 
unit.

The investigation was spurred Aug. 6 by a cyber tip from 
The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
which alerts law enforcement to material uploaded or down-
loaded of sexually exploited children on the internet.

An Internet Protocol address was traced to a personal 
home router under the same name as the sergeant and evi-
dence from search warrants confirmed the suspect was an 
Indianapolis officer, police said.

Police Chief Chris Bailey suspended the sergeant Mon-
day pending a recommendation of termination to the depart-
ment’s Civilian Police Merit Board.

“I am profoundly shocked and disturbed by the allega-
tions involving an IMPD officer,” Bailey said. “His alleged 
actions constitute a betrayal of the sacred oath we take to 
protect and serve our community.”

Follow us on Twitter at...twitter.com/newsbanner

Attorney shortage commission makes 
budgetary, legislative recommendations
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By The Associated Press 
Today is Tuesday, Aug. 

20, the 233rd day of 2024. 
There are 133 days left in 
the year.

Today in history: On 
Aug. 20, 1968, the Soviet 
Union and other War-
saw Pact nations invaded 
Czechoslovakia to crush the 
“Prague Spring” liberaliza-
tion movement.

Also on this date:
In 1858, Charles Dar-

win’s theory of evolution 
was first published, in the 
“Journal of the Proceedings 
of the Linnean Society”.

In 1862, the New York 
Tribune published an open 
letter by editor Horace 
Greeley calling on President 
Abraham Lincoln to take 
more aggressive measures 
to free enslaved people and 
end the South’s rebellion.

In 1866, President 

Andrew Johnson declared 
the official end of the Civil 
War.

In 1882, Tchaikovsky’s 
“1812 Overture” had its pre-
miere in Moscow.

In 1910, a series of wild-
fires swept through parts of 
Idaho, Montana and Wash-
ington, killing at least 85 
people and burning some 3 
million acres.

In 1920, the American 
Professional Football Con-
ference was established by 
representatives of four pro-
fessional football teams; 
two years later, with 18 
teams, it would be renamed 
the National Football 
League.

In 1940, exiled Com-
munist revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky was attacked in 
Coyoacan, Mexico by 
assassin Ramon Mercader. 
(Trotsky died the next day.)

Today in History

Move travel to the 
top of your bucket list

“Travel makes one modest. You see 
what a tiny place you occupy in the 
world.”

French novelist Gustave Flaubert 
wrote those 15 words more than 100 
years ago. His words are always in the 
back of my mind when I’m exploring 
new places around the world, as I have 
found them to be true on every trip 
that I have ever taken. 

I found myself thinking about 
Flaubert’s two sentences two 
Saturdays ago — not because I was 
traveling someplace new but instead because of taking a 
trip vicariously as I read colleague Holly Gaskill’s fan-
tastic feature about a Bluffton High School student who 
spent her junior year living overseas.

If you missed Holly’s Page-1 story about 17-year-
old BHS senior Leah Brown, be sure to either open the 
Saturday, Aug. 10, e-edition or stop by our office to pick 
up a copy. You’ll enjoy a wonderful story that chron-
icles Leah’s 10-month experience living in Thailand 
as part of the prestigious Rotary International Youth 
Exchange program. 

The exchange program is for 15- to 19-year-old stu-
dents and allows them to live overseas with host fami-
lies, as Holly explained in her story about Leah. 

Leah’s experiences in Thailand I’m sure will be with 
her for a lifetime. Traveling to new places just has that 
impact on you, especially when you’re a teenager and 
you’re living some 10,000 miles away from home in a 
new culture.

I had the chance to travel to Spain in 1997 when I 
was 16 years old with Bluffton High School’s Spanish 
Club. It was  a two-week trip and we were only 4,000 
miles from home, yet that time in Barcelona with my 
friends and teachers sparked in me an interest in travel 
that is still going strong today 27 years later.

I didn’t know about the Rotary Youth Exchange 
Program when I was in high school. I’d like to think 
today that I would have considered applying for such 
a program when I was Leah’s age; however, I would 
not have been brave enough to do what Leah did for 10 
months when I was her age back in the late 1990s. 

Instead, it took me until I was a junior in college in 
2001 to have the courage to pack my bags and move 
to a small city on the southwest side of Puerto Rico 
where I studied abroad for a semester. Three years later, 
I packed my bags again to live in South America for six 
months.  

Those trips and every one since then has reminded 
me of the tiny place I occupy in the world. It’s a hum-
bling feeling.

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “Though we travel the 
world over to find the beautiful, we must carry it with 
us or we find it not.”

My hope is that more people — especially students 
Leah’s age — will have the desire to want to travel to 
new places. Such trips not only expand one’s horizons 
but also let others around the world get to know who 
we are as Americans — particularly when we show 
kindness, integrity, empathy, respect and compassion to 
those we meet.

jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Justin
 Peeper

For the love — and hate — of Trump
For Democrats this historic election is about only 

one issue — Trump.
Whoever wins the White House, it won’t be 

because of issues like high inflation, trillion-dollar 
annual budget deficits or the humiliation of Afghani-
stan.

It’s going to come down to one simple but big 
thing — How many Americans love Kamala Harris 
and how many hate Donald Trump.

Democrats know that if they can convince vot-
ers to hate Trump more than they hate high interest 
rates, higher taxes and the open border, Harris will 
win.

It won’t matter if she makes a fool of herself in a 
future interview with Jake Tapper, has a disastrous 
TV debate with Trump or never says an unscripted 
word to a journalist between now and election day.

Republicans, meanwhile, know that if they can 
convince more voters to love Trump, he wins.

Trump is strong on the core Republican issues, 
and he already has the MAGA Nation solidly in his 
corner. But to defeat Harris he needs to get millions 
of other non-Republican voters to love him.

He has to win over the independents, the subur-
ban women and the conservative Democrats who’ve 
had their fill of Biden-Harris failures at home and 
abroad.

Only Trump can capture the hearts of the non-
committed. But to do it, he needs to make some seri-
ous changes.

He needs to stop arguing like a teen-age boy over 
his crowd sizes. It’s stupid — and no one but him 
cares anymore.

He has to stop calling Kamala Harris dumb. It 
may be true and it may get the people who already 
love him excited.

But nicknaming Harris “Lyin’ Kamala” is not the 
best way to endear yourself to voters who are still 
uncommitted.

Trump should let his 30-second campaign ads 
deliver the dirt and the insults, not him.

He should concentrate on tying her to all the pol-
icy failures of the last four years — everything from 
cancelling college loan debts to the war on covid.

He should hit her on how she blew it as 
the Border Czar.

And he should constantly remind people 
how Harris lied to the public by pretending 
Biden was sharp as a tack — right up until he 
proved he was no longer capable of running 
for re-election.

But to win more love and affection, and 
the election, Trump has to tone down, lift up, 
soften and streamline his campaign style and 
his core message.

He needs to realize it’s 2024 — not 2015. 
His rambling, jokey, folksy, 90-minute 
speeches no longer cut it.

Instead of feeding his addiction to his fol-
lowers’ applause, he should be delivering punchy, 
30-minute speeches that discuss the dinner-table 
issues people care about and talk about — inflation, 
illegal immigration, schools, war and taxes.

Nobody cares about tariffs. Nobody. Most people 
don’t even understand what they are.

He needs to find a great speechwriter like Peggy 
Noonan or Ted Sorensen and become more like Rea-
gan or JFK and less like Trump.

It may still make him feel good to be speaking to 
adoring crowds of 40,000 like it’s 2016 again.

But if the uncommitted voter at the dinner table 
isn’t clearly hearing his message today, and isn’t 
deciding that Trump deserves a little love, Trump is 
going to lose.

He needs someone to write him a short, sweet but 
powerful stump speech targeted at Republicans and 
the uncommitted voters the GOP needs. He should 
deliver it over and over again — and he should stick 
to what is written on the teleprompter.

Democrats had problems when Biden went off 
script. He would say things that would even make 
Nancy Pelosi cringe and force the White House to 
clean up his weekly gaffes.

Well, Trump’s no different. When he goes 
off script, he makes a lot of faithful Republicans 
cringe. The uncommitted voters he’ll need to win in 
November are much less forgiving.

Reagan@caglecartoons.com • X: @reaganworld

Michael
Reagan

San Francisco plus 40
The first Democratic 

National Convention I 
attended was in San Fran-
cisco in 1984. UN Ambas-
sador Jeane Kirkpatrick 
indelibly labeled attendees 
“San Francisco Demo-
crats,” because of their left-
leaning policies.

Forty years later it 
appears little has changed. 
Then, Vice President Walter 
Mondale, who was nomi-
nated to take another crack 
at the invincible Ronald Rea-
gan, gave an acceptance speech that 
contained many promises and criti-
cisms today’s Democrats are likely to 
renew at their convention this week 
in Chicago.

Then, Mondale claimed to have 
learned a lesson from his and Jimmy 
Carter’s defeat by Reagan in 1980, 
but it didn’t sound like it, 
nor does it sound like it 
now as Mondale’s party 
has moved even further 
left.

In his acceptance 
speech, Mondale used 
the familiar buzzwords, 
including “family,” 
“hope,” “caring,” “patrio-
tism,” (delegates were 
given small American 
flags to wave in front of 
the TV cameras), and “the 
future.”

He claimed he would 
not raise taxes, but later in 
a debate with Reagan he 
said he would. He bashed 
corporations and “the rich” (sound 
familiar?), claiming they were bet-
ter off, but “working Americans are 
worse off.” They didn’t think so and 
most voted for Reagan a second time, 
resulting in his winning 49 states. 
Mondale bemoaned the $200 bil-
lion deficit (I wonder what he’d say 
about today’s $35 trillion debt?). He 
claimed Reagan and the Republicans 
wanted to “Slash Social Security and 

Medicare” (a golden oldie).
If Vice President Kamala 

Harris’ speech last Friday 
in North Carolina is any 
indication of what she 
might say in Chicago on 
Thursday, she may be chan-
neling Mondale and other 
Democratic presidential 
nominees, some of whom 
became president, raised 
taxes and increased the 
debt.

In North Carolina, Har-
ris announced her support 

for more than a dozen economic 
policies aimed at “lowering costs 
for American families,” including 
$25,000 down payment assistance for 
first-time home buyers. Harris appar-
ently has yet to realize that more 
government spending and increased 
debt causes inflation and inflation is 

what has led to higher grocery and 
gas prices and higher mortgage rates. 
Once again, we hear the denunciation 
of corporations and charges they are 
“price gouging,” a term they never 
define.

If Harris proposes to use the 
power of the federal government to 
lower prices she should consider past 
attempts at price controls. Richard 
Nixon tried it and it failed. Socialist 

countries, too. Cutting the size and 
cost of government, along with main-
taining the Trump tax cuts, which are 
set to expire next year, would create 
an economic boom. They have in the 
past.

A Wall Street Journal editorial 
last week had it right. Titled” How 
the Biden-Harris Economy Left 
Most Americans Behind” i t said: “A 
government spending boom fueled 
inflation that has crushed real aver-
age incomes.” Harris wants to spend 
more. Does anyone think continuing 
on a path that has led to inflation will 
reduce inflation?

Democrats have played the envy 
of the wealthy, greed for what they 
have, and entitlement tune since 
the presidency of Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt. Sometimes it has worked 
because human nature likes free stuff, 
except it isn’t free. As humorist P.J. 

O’Rourke said: “If 
you think health care 
is expensive now, just 
wait ‘til it’s free.”

Harris will likely 
reprise the tune in 
her Thursday night 
acceptance speech. She 
might even promise 
to do something about 
the massive influx of 
migrants, but the obvi-
ous question would be 
why hasn’t she and the 
president done any-
thing about it during 
their administration, 
except falsely blame 
Republicans in Con-

gress?
Harris is dangerous because no 

one knows what she believes and 
the few things she said she once 
believed — no fracking is only one 
example — she has flipped on with-
out explaining why.

Those San Francisco Democrats 
may have migrated to Chicago this 
week.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas

As an Indiana citizen you 
have the right to inspect and 
copy most governmental records 
and attend government meet-
ings.

Open review and dis-
cussion of government 
actions are fundamental 
principles of our form of 
government.

If you feel you have 
been improperly denied access 

to a record or a public meeting, 
you are encouraged to contact 
the office of the Public Access 
Counselor, an office established 
by the Governor to deal with 
access complaints.

Call 1-800-228-6013
   You may discuss 

your issue with an 
access counselor free 
of charge.

Your Right to Know
A continuing series on how to contact government officials
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Editor’s Note: This is part two 
of  a three-part series Gloria has 
written about her recent trip with 
her daughter Julia.

We were getting closer to the 
end of our trip—closer than I 
dared think about too much. I 
was rejuvenated from the cares 
of everyday life and cherishing 
the mother-daughter time with 
12-year-old Julia.

The last, and perhaps the best 
part, of the trip was on the hori-
zon, just past the mountains 
ahead of us.

The trailer was packed with 
camping gear, we were heading 
back to remote mountains ranges. 

Mandy suggested Julia and 
I sit up front where we can get 
a better view of the scenery. I 
simply could not fathom all my 
eyes were seeing. Every way you 
turned there was that pure beauty 
of what our great God had made. 
The little town of Crede grabbed 
my attention, nestled up against 
the mountain it holds an authentic 
beauty. The fire station is carved 
into the mountain. Touring it 
made it feel as if we were step-
ping back in the 1800s, only it 
was really used today. Since there 
was not enough flat land to build 
a fire station, a tunnel was carved 
from the mountain, and all the 
needed equipment and tools kept 
inside. Not only does it stay cool 
in the summer, no heat is needed 
during the winter!

Heading farther back, winding 
through the mountains I breathed 
deeply from the fresh air blow-
ing into my open window. This 
was happening to me… moun-
tain ranges on all sides, the Rio 
Grand river down the cliff to the 

left and directly to the right, tow-
ering mountains. What, oh what a 
God we serve! Again I breathed 
deeply, this was the clear Colora-
do mountain air Mandy so fondly 
spoke of.

Our four or five hour drive 
ended at a camp where we 
unloaded our tents, bedding, 
food, and chairs. It was obvious 
that Mandy and her brother Eli 
had camped many times before, 
everything was practical and 
orderly, and guess what else- on 
this trip I was not in charge! Ah, 
it felt so good to have someone 
else take the lead. After every-
thing was set up I reclined on a 
camp chair and enjoyed a good 
nap and wrote in my journal- 
something that I rarely took the 
time for the last weeks. I just 
relaxed, breathed deep, then did 
it all over again and again, feast-
ing on the reality that there are no 
current demands waiting on me. 
There was no phone service back 
in, I trusted the children would all 
be okay.

Later Julia and I gathered 
sticks to build a fire for supper, 
since there was not an ample 
supply readily available we used 
Eli’s hatchet and worked up a 
good appetite. Oh my, we weren’t 
experienced, but we did have fun.

Mandy and Leanna had a 
yummy supper planned of sand-
wiches, peppers stuffed with 
cream cheese and wrapped in 
bacon, hash browns, granola bars, 

and fresh fruit. As I sat down 
with my plate loaded with steam-
ing food, fresh from the campfire, 
I thought of my children. “They 
already all had their supper,” I 
breathed. (They were two hours 
ahead of us.)

There were no dishes to wash, 
only food to be put away so as 
not to attract bears overnight. We 
kept adding more sticks to the 
fire and chatted away under the 
blanket of brilliant stars. Though 
Mandy is not actually related to 
us, it felt like it, especially since 
she is an aunt to two of my sec-
ond cousins from our church.

At an altitude of 10,000 feet, 
the stars looked more brilliant 
and more numerous than at home. 
Mandy spied a falling star leav-
ing an usually bright blaze. The 
last pepper poppers were eaten 
long after dark. If there were a 
thing like freezing and reliving 
those moments after dark around 
the fire, I’m guessing they could 
be sold for a good price. There is 
just nothing quite like it.

It felt good getting into the 
sleeping bags as the chilly moun-
tain air made its way into the tent. 
Imagine this, the next morning 
when I got up Mandy had started 
a fire in the wood stove in our tent 
and warmed it to a cozy warmth. 
I had never scene the like- a tent 
made for a stove to safely be 
used. Though I didn’t feel too 
thrilled to think of leaving camp 

that day, I was intrigued when I 
got up and discovered Eli’s wok. 
I never imagined an old iron disk 
to be turned into a frying pan, but 
that was the story. He had welded 
the center hole shut then ground it 
for a smooth surface. Homemade 
wooden boxes were made to store 
the plates along with gloves and 
other needed items to prepare the 
scramble over a fryer. Accord-
ing to Mandy, he’s a pro at using 
this work the old-fashioned way 
and frying up Rocky Mountain 
Scramble.

And for next week we’ll be 
wrapping up with the story of our 
trip back East that left us blinking 
all the way home.

 Rocky Mountain Scramble  
1 /2  pound bacon
1 pound sausage

1 onion, chopped
2 peppers, sliced
4 potatoes, sliced
8 eggs
8 ounces shredded cheese of 

your choice
Fry meats until almost done, 

add veggies of your choice. Fry 
and stir until tender, sprinkle 
with salt, black pepper, and your 
choice of seasonings. When done 
push out to the sides of wok or 
whatever pan you are using. The 
bacon drippings may stay in the 
center. Pour eggs into the center 
‘pond’. Continue to stir, and fry 
eggs until done. Next sprinkle 
with shredded cheese on egg 
pond in center of the veggie ring. 
Delicious! We ate it with toast, it 
could also be spooned into tortilla 
wraps.

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

Gloria’s special trip to Colorado with Julia continued

The Bluffton High 
School class of 1950 
will again hold their 74th 
reunion during Street 
Fair week. Classmates 
are invited to Hoosier 

House Restaurant at 
noon on Wednesday, 
September 18. 

Reservations are not 
required and guests are 
welcome. Each person 

will order from the menu 
and be responsible for 
thier bill.

The res taurant  is 
located at 1592 Harrison 
Street in Bluffton.

Bluffton High School class of 1950 reunion Upcoming events 
at FW’s Swinney

Homestead
On Sept. 7 and 8 from 11 

a.m. to 5 p.m. the Swinney 
Homestead will celebrate 
with an open house and tour 
of the Herb Garden.Mem-
bers of Settler’s Inc. will 
offer the free tours.

The Swinney Homestead 
is located at 1424 West Jef-
ferson Blvd. More informa-
tion about the Settlers at set-
tlersinc.org.

On Sept. 21, 22 the Set-
tler’s Pioneer Village will 
be set up at the Johnny 
Appleseed Festival in Fort 
Wayne. Entrance to the festi-
val is free and costumed Set-
tlers will be demonstrating a 
variety of historic hand arts, 
life skills and music. Hours 
on Saturday are from 10 
a.m. to   6  p.m. and on Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fort Wayne’s  
Youtheatre plans

90th season
Fort Wayne’s Youthe-

atre Director Christopher J. 
Murphy was announced the 
programs for the 90th Anni-
versary Season.

The season will begin in 
October at the First Presby-
terian Church stage in Fort 
Wayne.

Shuddersome: Tale of 
Poe: Oct. 18-20

Anastasia: Dec. 13-22
Something Happened in 

Our Town: Feb. 21-23
Dragons Love Tacos: 

April 26-27 (on stage at 
the Allen County Public 
Library’s main branch)

Tickets on sale through 
tickets.artstix.org or by call-
ing the Box Office at 250-
422-4226.

Master Gardeners visit local farm
Wells County Master Gardeners recently visited the Broxonberry Farm, a certified naturally 
grown produce farm near Markle. The gardeners saw a large variety of fresh vegetables des-
tined for local restaurants and the YLNI Farmers Market in Fort Wayne each week. Amber & 
Justin gave the group plenty of helpful gardening tips. Five cats keep the garden free of vermin. 
The couple’s children are also involved in the farm operation.(Photo submitted)

On Thursday, Sept. 5, 
Indiana Wild will be bring-
ing amphibians to visit at 
the Wells County Public 
Library, as part of the One 

Book One County read of 
“Frog and Toad Together.” 

The program will begin 
at 6:30 p.m., with no reg-
istration required. Indiana 

Wild is a group that cham-
pions conservation, edu-
cation rescue and culture 
with more information at 
www.indianawild.org.

Amphibians at the Wells County Public Library

If you’re interested, 
go to IndianaVoters.com 
and click “work polls.”and click “work polls.”

The Indiana Secretary of State’s Office is calling 
on the next generation to fulfill your civic duty.

SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS
Spotlight

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Specializing in:
•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines
•	All	Inclusive	

Resorts

SPOTLIGHT
Put your 
business

in the

Call 824-0224

LIN’S LOCK &
 KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

Radio Controls
1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
Cell 827-7632

CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH

Commercial - Business 
Home - Industrial

Electronic Locks - Keypads 
Safes • Handicap openers 

Camera Surveillance

LIN’S LOCK &
KEY, INC.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - 
COMMERCIAL

•Locks •Safes •Door Closers
•Padlocks •Mobile Service

•Deadbolts Installed
Also Repair Garage Doors,
Openers, Springs, Cables,

 Radio Controls
 1132 S. Clark Ave. - Bluffton

 Lin Harrold, CML •  (260)824-3533
 Cell  827-7632

 CERTIFIED MASTER LOCKSMITH
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By RYAN WALKER
Norwell’s volleyball season kicked off with a bang in 

The Castle Monday night..
In a 3-0, straight-set victory over North Side, the Knights 

improved to 1-0 with ease to open the 2024 campaign. The 
season is highly anticipated by head coach Kayla Hunter — 
and for good reason.

The team returned a bulk of starters and varsity letter-
men, but also is the first full year with the Class of 2026. 
Eleven of the 15 members on the roster are juniors. Some 
have played significant time with the big club — Vanessa 
Rosswurm, Macie Saalfrank, Hope Mitchell and Autumn 
Lee, which helped Norwell to its first winning season in 10 
years, going from 16-18 in 2022 to 21-13 in 2023.

“That junior class specifically has meshed well since 
they were in middle school,” Hunter said. “They just have 
always kind of gotten it. They all buy in. They like each 
other. They cheer for each other, which is really helpful 
when they’re a really deep class.”

The junior and senior class led the way on the court. The 
Legends, the set scores were 25-7, 25-8 and 25-13.

Rosswurm and Mitchell led the way with eight and 
seven kills and were assisted by Emma Vachon with 18 
assists.

Vachon added six aces to senior Rebecca Settle’s five.
Monday was the perfect way to start the season for 

coach Hunter.
She said that the coaching staff challenged the group to 

play intensely but to still have a blast.
North Side went just 6-22 last year, including a 3-0 loss 

to Norwell in the opening match. But Hunter wanted her 
team to take care of business in all three sets and keep the 
pedal to the medal. Her team did, playing a fast-paced game 
and with great team communication that seems to have a 
solid connection already.

“We said we want to set a tone,” Hunter said. “And for 
(the team), we know that this group has such high potential, 
and we want them to see that. I think they had so much fun 
playing tonight, too and so it’s nice for them to see that you 
can be focused and intense and still have fun and it’s fun to 
play well.”

The Knights will look to continue that early-season flow 
going. Their next match will be against Northrop on the 
road and will start at 6:45 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 20.

Other stat leaders were: Mekynzi Beck with two blocks, 
Lee and Settle with five digs.

The junior varsity team won 2-0 with both sets with a 
score of 25-7.

ryan@news-banner.com

Knights in The Castle
Monday began the 2024 sports season for most of the fall sports this season, therefore, the first match at The Castle was 
completed — a victorious Norwell volleyball team in its 3-0 win over North Side. At top, the Knights’ team celebrates after 
a point in the first set. Above left, junior Reese Frauhiger swats away at the ball over the net for a point. Above right, Van-
essa Rosswurm leaps high in the air for a spike. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Knights spike 
Legends, open 
volleyball season 
with 1-0 start

Norwell hosted and defeated Wayne in boys’ soccer for 
the opening game of the season 2-1.

Kyler Morris got off to a hot start, scoring both of the 
goals. He was the team’s leader last season with 13.

The goals were assisted by Eli Randol and Noah Scha-
merloh.

The junior varsity team won 3-1.
Norwell will be at Blackhawk at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 

Aug. 22.

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — The Columbus Blue Jack-
ets traded forward Patrik Laine to the Montreal Canadiens in 
exchange for defenseman Jordan Harris and a second-round 
draft pick in 2026.

The Blue Jackets were without the 26-year-old Laine for 
much of the 2023-24 season. He sought help from the NHL’s 
player assistance program in January and made it known that his 
issues were mental-health related. He was cleared in July.

“We want players that want to be Blue Jackets, and Patrik 
made it clear that he thought a change of scenery was best for 
him,” Blue Jackets general manager Don Waddell said Monday. 
“We were able to acquire a good young player in Jordan Har-
ris while maintaining financial flexibility in this deal, which was 
very important to us. We wish Patrik all the best.”

Laine was drafted second overall by the Winnipeg Jets in 
2016. He has two seasons remaining on a four-year, $34.8 mil-
lion contract he signed July 22, 2022.

In four seasons with the Blue Jackets, Laine had 64 goals and 
74 assists in 174 games, including two 20-goal seasons.

The 24-year-old Harris has recorded eight goals and 24 
assists in 131 career games over three seasons with Montreal.

By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer

BROOKLYN, Mich. (AP) — Tyler 
Reddick capped an emotional week 
with his second NASCAR Cup Series 
win this year.

R e d d i c k ’s  m e n t o r,  S c o t t 
Bloomquist, died in a plane crash just 
three days before he won at Michigan 
International Speedway on Monday.

“I can’t help but sit here in victory 
lane and think of Scott Bloomquist,” 
he said. “Huge mentor to me, and an 
incredible role model and legend of 
dirt racing and motor sports.

“The last couple of days have been 
tough. This really helps it. This win 
should go for him, his family and 
friends.”

Reddick moved past Kyle Larson 
into the top spot in the Cup stand-
ings, and his win opened another spot 
in the playoffs because he was one of 
12 drivers who had already earned an 
automatic bid with a victory.

That leaves four spots available 
with races remaining at Daytona and 
Darlington.

Reddick also won at Talladega four 
months ago in his No. 45 Toyota for 
23XI, the team owned by Denny Ham-
lin and Michael Jordan. The Basketball 
Hall of Famer and former Charlotte 
Hornets owner was at Michigan on 
Sunday, when the race was stopped 

after 51 laps because of rain.
“This is a fun hobby for him, fun 

business for him,” said Hamlin, who 
was on the pole in his No. 11 Toyota 
and finished ninth. “This fills a lot of 
gaps of the competitiveness that he has 
lost by not being part of the Hornets 
anymore.”

Martin Truex Jr. got loose in the No. 
19 Toyota on lap 194, bringing out the 
yellow flag and a restart with six laps 
to go.

Reddick was out front on the first 
restart and the race went to a second 
overtime when Ross Chastain was run-
ning 11th and was part of a crash that 
brought out another yellow.

William Byron led the second 
restart but Reddick passed him for the 
26th lead change of the race. Byron 
was second in the No. 24 Chevy and 
Ty Gibbs was third in the No. 54 Toy-
ota, improving his chances of making 
the playoffs even if he doesn’t win one 
of the next two races.

Larson, who was the BetMGM 
Sportsbook favorite to win the race, 
lost control of the No. 5 Chevrolet on 
lap 115 and several cars were tangled 
up in the mess.

A few laps later, Joey Logano took 
his damaged No. 22 Ford to the garage 
and Bubba Wallace’s No. 23 Toyota 
took a hit to stunt the relative success 
the on-the-bubble driver was having in 

the race.
The pileup led to Logano finishing 

33rd, with Larson one spot behind and 
Wallace 26th, pushing him from No. 
15 to 17 in the playoff standings for the 
16-car field.

Austin Dillon was 17th, a week 
after he wrecked Logano and Hamlin 
on the final lap to win at Richmond 
and had his automatic spot in the play-
offs revoked by NASCAR. Dillon’s 
appeal is scheduled for Wednesday.

Kyle Busch won the second stage, 
the first for him and Richard Childress 
Racing this season. Busch became the 
19th driver to win a stage in 2024, 
setting a single-season record, and 
became the sixth to win a stage in 
every year since NASCAR added the 
wrinkle in 2017.

STREAK SNAPPED
Ford had won nine straight races at 

Michigan, a track record, until Red-
dick’s Toyota ended the run.

Chris Buescher, who won last year, 
was seventh. Brad Keselowski finished 
sixth for Ford.

UP NEXT
Haulers had more than 1,000 miles 

of highway to transport cars to Day-
tona Beach, Florida, where qualifying 
was scheduled Friday for Saturday 
night’s race.

The regular season wraps up the 
following week at Darlington.

By CURT RALLO 
Associated Prss

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) — 
Coach Marcus Freeman begins his 
third season at Notre Dame in a famil-
iar spot. He has another new starting 
quarterback and another new offensive 
coordinator.

Changes in the college football 
landscape — the expanded 12-team 
playoff field and a veteran quarterback 
at the helm — could put the seventh-
ranked Fighting Irish back in national 
championship contention. And they 

will find out quickly exactly where 
they stand.

Riley Leonard, a transfer from 
Duke, is expected to make his Notre 
Dame debut Aug. 31 at No. 20 Texas 
A&M.

“The best thing is he’s taking care 
of the football,” Freeman said of his 
third different opening-day starter. 
“We know he can do some things with 
his legs, but we’ve kind of forced him 
(to focus on the passing game). We’ve 
said, ‘Hey, we know you can run 
the ball. Let’s continue to watch you 

progress in the passing game, making 
checks, being able to put the offense in 
great situations.’”

Notre Dame followed a similar plan 
last season when former Wake Forest 
quarterback Sam Hartman led the Irish 
to a 10-3 mark with a final ranking of 
No. 14 while averaging 39.1 points per 
game. Hartman signed with the NFL’s 
Washington Commanders when his 
eligibility ran out and last year’s offen-
sive coordinator, Gerad Parker, is now 
the head coach at Troy.

Tyler Reddick wins rain-delayed 
NASCAR Cup race at Michigan

No. 7 Notre Dame leaning heavily on new QB 
Riley Leonard to make expanded playoff field

(Continued on Page 7)

Knights win opening 
boys’ soccer game 
against Generals

Columbus trades Patrik 
Laine to Montreal

TUESDAY, AUG. 20
BOYS TENNIS: Union City at Bluffton, 5 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton at Woodlan, 4:30 p.m.; Norwell and 

Southern Wells at Eastbrook, 4:30 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Huntington North at Bluffton, 7:30 p.m.; Nor-

well at Northrop, 6:45 p.m.; Eastbrook at Southern Wells, 7:30 
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 21
BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Concordia, 4:30 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton at Northfield, 5 p.m.; Norwell at 

Wayne, 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, AUG. 22
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Bellmont, 4:30 p.m.; Jay County 

at Norwell, 5 p.m.
BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Blackhawk, 6:30 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF: Norwell at Bellmont, 4 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER: Northrop at Norwell, 7 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Bluffton at Wabash, 7:30 p.m.; Norwell at 

Heritage, 7 p.m.; Northfield at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, AUG. 23
FOOTBALL: Blackhawk vs. Bluffton (at South Adams), 

7 p.m.; Norwell at Mississinewa, 7 p.m.; Elwood at Southern 
Wells, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY,  AUG. 24
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton, Norwell at Bluffton Tennis Invita-

tional, 9 a.m.
BOYS SOCCER: Woodlan at Norwell, 11:30 a.m.
CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Bluffton at Taylor University 

Invitational; Norwell at Huntington North Invitational, 8 a.m.; 
Southern Wells at Monroe Central Invitational, 10 a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Norwell at Blachkawk, 6:30 p.m.
BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Argyll Invitational, 9 a.m.

High School Calendar



 INDIANAPOLIS — 
Recognized for their fami-
lies’ longstanding com-
mitment to agriculture, 
103 Indiana farm families 
were presented the Hoo-
sier Homestead Award at 
the Indiana State Fair from 
Indiana State Department 
of Agriculture Director 
Don Lamb.

“The Hoosier Home-
stead ceremony at the 
Indiana State Fair is a 
prestigious event for all 
involved,” said Lt. Gov. 
Crouch, Indiana’s Secre-
tary of Agriculture and 
Rural Development. “It is 
a true honor to celebrate 
these families for their 
work and commitment to 
bettering Indiana agricul-
ture.”

To be named a Hoosier 
Homestead, farms must be 
owned by the same family 
for more than 100 consec-
utive years, and consist of 
20 acres or more, or pro-
duce more than $1,000 in 
agricultural products per 
year.

Based on the age of 
the farm, families are eli-
gible for three different 
distinctions of the Hoosier 
Homestead Award. They 
can receive the Centennial 
Award for 100 years, Ses-
quicentennial Award for 
150 years or Bicentennial 
Award for 200 years of 
ownership.

“Keeping a farm opera-
tional for 100 years or 
more is something these 
families can take great 
pride in,” Lamb said. 
“Each of the awarded 
family farms continues to 
adapt and evolve through 
each new generation on 
the farm to ensure their 
success.”

Since the program’s 
inception in 1976, near-
ly 6,200 families have 
received the award. Often, 
a Hoosier Homestead 
farm is easily recognized 
because most recipients 
proudly display their 
awarded sign on their 
property.

During the ceremo-

nies, six Indiana farms 
received the Bicenten-
nial Award for 200 years 
of continuous ownership: 
the Thornburg-Caldwell-
Slack family from Fayette 
County, the Hodges fam-
ily from Morgan County, 
the Bridges-Royer family 
from Putnam County, the 
Dale & Donna Hartwell 
and Ricky W. Hartwell 
family from Rush County, 
the Bass-Rhodes family 
from Shelby County and 
the James W. Holmes, 
Jeffrey W. Holmes, Jason 
M. Davidson family from 
Tippecanoe County.

The following local list 
includes the August 2024 
Hoosier Homestead Award 
recipients.

Adams County
• Bohnke, 1897, Centen-

nial
• Giro, 1906, Centennial
• Kent L. Steiner, 1890, 

Centennial
Allen County

• Dafforn, 1874, Sesqui-
centennial

Huntington County 

• Philip Shafer, 1923, 
Centennial

Wells County
• Price, 1919, Centennial

103 historic farms presented Hoosier Homestead

The Price family poses with 
Agriculture Director Don 
Lamb (left). (Photo provided)
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Agriculture

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 73 52 .584 —
Baltimore 73 53 .579 ½
Boston 65 59 .524 7½
Tampa Bay 62 61 .504 10
Toronto 58 67 .464 15
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Cleveland 72 52 .581 —
Minnesota 70 54 .565 2
Kansas City 70 55 .560 2½
Detroit 61 64 .488 11½
Chicago 30 95 .240 42½
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 68 56 .548 —
Seattle 64 61 .512 4½
Texas 58 68 .460 11
Oakland 53 71 .427 15
Los Angeles 53 72 .424 15½

Sunday’s Games
Houston 2, Chicago White Sox 0
Baltimore 4, Boston 2
Milwaukee 2, Cleveland 0
Kansas City 8, Cincinnati 1
Seattle 10, Pittsburgh 3
Toronto 1, Chicago Cubs 0

Tampa Bay 8, Arizona 7, 12 innings
Texas 6, Minnesota 5, 10 innings
Atlanta 3, L.A. Angels 1
San Francisco 4, Oakland 2, 10 

innings
Detroit 3, N.Y. Yankees 2, 10 innings

Monday’s Games
N.Y. Mets 4, Baltimore 3
Cincinnati 6, Toronto 3
Texas 4, Pittsburgh 3
Kansas City 5, L.A. Angels 3
Houston 5, Boston 4
Minnesota at San Diego, late
Tampa Bay at Oakland, late
Chicago White Sox at San Francisco, 

late
Seattle at L.A. Dodgers, late

Tuesday’s Games
Cleveland (Boyd 0-0) at N.Y. Yankees 

(Gil 12-6), 7:05 p.m.
Cincinnati (TBD) at Toronto (Berríos 

11-9), 7:07 p.m.
Baltimore (Kremer 5-9) at N.Y. Mets 

(Quintana 6-8), 7:10 p.m.
Detroit (TBD) at Chicago Cubs (Assad 

5-3), 8:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Keller 10-7) at Texas 

(Bradford 4-0), 8:05 p.m.
Boston (Pivetta 5-8) at Houston 

(Blanco 9-6), 8:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Martin 0-1) at San 

Francisco (Ray 2-2), 9:45 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Chicago White Sox at San Francisco, 
3:45 p.m.

Cleveland at N.Y. Yankees, 7:05 p.m.
Cincinnati at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Detroit at Chicago Cubs, 8:05 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 73 51 .589 —
Atlanta 66 58 .532 7
New York 65 60 .520 8½
Washington 56 69 .448 17½
Miami 46 79 .368 27½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 72 52 .581 —
St. Louis 61 63 .492 11
Chicago 61 64 .488 11½
Cincinnati 61 64 .488 11½
Pittsburgh 58 66 .468 14

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 73 52 .584 —
San Diego 70 55 .560 3
Arizona 70 56 .556 3½
San Francisco 63 63 .500 10½
Colorado 46 79 .368 27

Sunday’s Games
Miami 3, N.Y. Mets 2
Milwaukee 2, Cleveland 0
Kansas City 8, Cincinnati 1
Seattle 10, Pittsburgh 3
Washington 6, Philadelphia 4
L.A. Dodgers 2, St. Louis 1
Toronto 1, Chicago Cubs 0
Tampa Bay 8, Arizona 7, 12 innings
Colorado 3, San Diego 2
Atlanta 3, L.A. Angels 1
San Francisco 4, Oakland 2, 10 

innings
Monday’s Games

Arizona 9, Miami 6
N.Y. Mets 4, Baltimore 3
Cincinnati 6, Toronto 3
Texas 4, Pittsburgh 3
Minnesota at San Diego, late
Chicago White Sox at San Francisco, 

late

Seattle at L.A. Dodgers, late
Tuesday’s Games

Cincinnati (TBD) at Toronto (Berríos 
11-9), 7:07 p.m.

Milwaukee (Montas 5-8) at St. Louis 
(Fedde 8-6), 7:45 p.m.

Detroit (TBD) at Chicago Cubs (Assad 
5-3), 8:05 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Martin 0-1) at San 
Francisco (Ray 2-2), 9:45 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Chicago White Sox at San Francisco, 

3:45 p.m.
Colorado at Washington, 6:45 p.m.
Cincinnati at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Milwaukee at St. Louis, 7:45 p.m.
Detroit at Chicago Cubs, 8:05 p.m.

Midwest League
Sunday, Aug. 18

Great Lakes at Lake County, can-
celed

West Michigan 6, Lansing 1
Dayton 7, Fort Wayne 1
Cedar Rapids 4, South Bend 1
Quad Cities 9, Beloit 3
Peoria 3, Wisconsin 2

Monday, Aug. 19
No games scheduled.

Tuesday, Aug. 20
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 7:35 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 21
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 7:35 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 22
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 7:35 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 23
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 24
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
www.news-banner.com or www.facebook.com/news-banner

Notre Dame
Still, Freeman isn’t exact-

ly starting over. He brought 
in Leonard, who hopes to 
make an impact similar to 
Hartman, and hired Mike 
Denbrock from LSU, where 
he oversaw the top offense 
in the Bowl Subdivision 
and played a critical role in 
Jayden Daniels’ Heisman 
Trophy-winning season.

Leonard’s strong start 
pushed the Blue Devils into 
the top 20 before an injured 
right ankle, suffered in a 
loss to Notre Dame and that 
required two offseason sur-
geries, hindered the rest of 
his season.

The result: Leonard 
threw for just 1,102 yards 
with three touchdowns and 
three interceptions while 
rushing for 352 yards and 
four scores in 2023 com-
pared with 2,967 yards pass-
ing, 699 yards rushing and 
33 total TDs in 2022.

Now, though, Leonard 
appears to be healthy. Plus, 
he’ll have a stronger sup-
porting cast.

Clemson transfer Beaux 
Collins and FIU transfer 
Kris Mitchell will team 
up with talented return-
ees Jayden Thomas, Jaden 
Greathouse and Jordan Fai-
son to form a deep, danger-
ous receiving corps. The 
Irish are also banking on 
Jeremiyah Love and Jadar-
ian Price to replace running 
back Audric Estime.

Defensively, the Irish 
will be led by All-American 

safety Xavier Watts, defen-
sive tackle Howard Cross II 
and cornerback Benjamin 
Morrison. Watts intercepted 
seven passes last season 
while Morrison has nine 
over the last two years.

FAMILIAR FOE
Leonard will see a famil-

iar face on the sideline at 
Texas A&M in coach Mike 
Elko, who also left Duke to 
take the Aggies job. Though 
Leonard would rather the 
focus be on the game rath-
er than the head-to-head 
matchup, he knows what to 
expect.

“Obviously, it’s going to 
be that way,” Leonard said. 
“To be able to play against 
him, it’s awesome. It’s not 
just him, it’s a lot of the 
coaching staff from Duke, 
and it’s a lot of people I’m 
really close with, and we’re 
all extremely competitive, so 
this game means a lot to me.”

BIG CONCERNS
One area of concern will 

be the offensive line.
All-American left tackle 

Joe Alt and starting right 
tackle Blake Fisher were 
both early-round picks in the 
NFL draft, and starting cen-
ter Zeke Correll transferred 
to North Carolina State after 
starting the past 2 1/2 season 
with the Irish.

The Fighting Irish also 
suffered a setback when 
Charles Jagusah who was 
expected to replace Alt, suf-
fered a shoulder injury that 
will keep him out this sea-
son.

(Continued from Page 6)

Habegger, Silcox team up
Miken Habegger (right) of Bluffton and 
Elizabeth Silcox of Fort Wayne bowled 
in the IHSB Storm Bowling Youth 
2024 Mixed Doubles Baker Tourna-
ment over the weekend in Lafayette. 
The duo qualified for fourth place with 
a total of 1,165 pins and made it to the 
final. In the final round, Habegger and 
Silcox finished second and only fell by 
a total of three pins. (Photo submitted)
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Giving up on dating
Dear Annie: I want to know why 

people think it’s OK to harass and abuse 
other people. My ex brought his girl-
friend home, and they spent the night in 
the garage. That was when we were still 
married.

Then he took my 5-year-old daugh-
ter out on dates with the girlfriend, and 
he abused and harassed me for a year to 
try to get me to abandon the house and 
my daughter so he wouldn’t have to pay 
child support.

During this ordeal, I was ripped 
off by a lawyer who knew my ex was 
harassing me and did nothing. My ex 
and the girl are not together anymore, 
but I later found out that the girlfriend 
was hitting my daughter on her hands 
to punish her when she did something 
wrong.

I just don’t get why there are horrible 
people in the world who do awful things 
and don’t think they’ve done anything 
wrong. It is not unusual for them to turn 
the situation on you, acting as if you 
deserved it.

After all this, I’m done with men. I 
don’t even date. It ain’t worth it. I talk 
to people on chat sites, and they tell me 
they don’t date for the same reasons. 
Being alone in this day and age is just 
the better way to go. I feel so broken 
and empty inside; no one would want 
me anyway. I am ruined, and no one 
seems to care.

So, I just want to know — why?! 
— Someone Who Just Wants to Know 
Why

Dear Know Why: Hurt people hurt 
people. Whether they were hurt when 
they were children and are repeating the 
same patterns or they were hurt when 
they were adults — it doesn’t matter 
where the meanness came from. Being 
cruel to other human beings never feels 
good in the long run.

I’m not sure that making blanket 
statements, such as saying that you are 
finished with dating forever, is going 
to make you feel better in the long 
run. Just commit to only surrounding 
yourself with people who lift you up 
and have your best interests at heart. I 
would also let your ex know that his ex-
girlfriend is never allowed to be around 

your daughter 
again. Child abuse 
is a serious crime 
and needs to be 
treated as such.

Dear Annie: I 
am disabled, and I 
find it difficult to 
deal with people 
who seem to be 
critical of my ail-
ment or who think 
there is nothing 
wrong with me.

This all started 
when I was 25 and hurt myself at work. 
That was followed by failed lower back 
surgery. My injuries are not visible at 
all. I’m 52 now and still get the looks. I 
have had the police called several times 
for parking with my handicapped plac-
ard because people have doubted my 
injury.

It is extremely embarrassing and 
hurtful. However, I look at it like this: 
Those same people who give me looks 
or make snide remarks are the ones who 
would not think twice about using any-
thing that was offered to them if they 
were handicapped.

Here’s another thing to think about: 
By denying yourself the help you need, 
you are not allowing yourself the best 
care possible, nor are you truly taking 
care of yourself. If you are disabled, 
YOU must always come first. As the 
penguins from “Madagascar” would 
say, “Just smile and wave, boys; just 
smile and wave.” — Surviving and Liv-
ing Life with a Disability

Dear Living Life with Disability: 
Thank you for sharing your perspective. 
I hope it empowers others to smile and 
wave.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNS

The mercy the world needs 
is the grace, love, and peace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ

TV & Entertainment Weekly | August 17 - 23, 2024 12 | Tuesday prime time

08/20 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Vindica-
tion 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Mysteries 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy! FBI: International
"Death by Inches" 

FBI: Most Wanted
"Footsteps" 

America-Democratic 
Convention (L) (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago Fire "Scorched 
Earth" 

Chicago Fire "Nobody 
Else Is Dying Today" 

Chicago Fire "I Held Her 
Hand" 

Chicago Fire "That 
Day" 

Chicago Fire "Lift Each 
Other" 

Chicago Fire "One 
Hundred" 

Chicago Fire "The 
People We Meet" 

Chicago Fire "Who 
Lives and Who Dies" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Celebrity Family Feud
(N) 

Celebrity Family Feud Democratic (L) (N) ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Got Talent Eleven acts take the stage live; America 
can vote for two acts to advance to the semi-finals. 

Convention (L) (N) News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago Fire Chicago Fire Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
S. Wilkos "I Did Not 
Cheat ... Or Kill My Ex" 

TMZ Live (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Chicago P.D. "Army of 
One" 

Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Experience "The 
American Diplomat" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline
(N) 

PBS News Special: Democratic National Convention "Night 2" Coverage 
of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. (L) (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Icon: Music Through 
the Lens "On the Wall" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Experience "The 
American Diplomat" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) PBS News Special: Democratic National Convention "Night 2" Coverage 
of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. (L) (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Icon: Music Through 
the Lens "On the Wall" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Beat Shazam "We 
Gotta Love Nirvana!" (N)

The Quiz With Balls
"Sister Act" (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "A Chill Goes 
Through Her Veins" 

Castle "Always Buy 
Retail" 

Castle "Home Is Where 
the Heart Stops" 

Castle "Ghosts" Castle "Little Girl Lost" (:05) Castle "A Death in 
the Family" 

(:05) Castle "Deep in 
Death" 

Castle "Ghosts"

FX  24 132 136 148 Movie <+++ Free Guy (‘21) Jodie Comer, Joe Keery, Ryan Reynolds. <++ Step Brothers (‘08) Will Ferrell. <++ Step Brothers (‘08) Will Ferrell. <+++ Free Guy 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Mod Fam 
"Lake Life" 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

E! News
(N) 

The Kardashians "Whatever It Takes; 
A New Reality" 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++++ Titanic (1997, History) Kate Winslet, Billy Zane, Leonardo DiCaprio. <++ Overboard (‘87) 
Goldie Hawn. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Little League Game 27: Teams TBA From 
Volunteer Stadium in South Williamsport, Pa. (L) (N)

Little League Game 28: Teams TBA From Howard 
J. Lamade Stadium in South Williamsport, Pa. (L) (N)

In the Arena: Serena 
Williams Exodus (N) 

The Ulti Team Grasso vs. 
Team Shevchenko (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 ESPN BET Live (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter Special Fantasy Football Draft (L) (N) NFL Great NFL Live Football Good Guy The Ulti 

FSMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory Icons 

Horrow 
Life All-Star 
Game 

Cardinals! 
Pre (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball Milwaukee Brewers at St. Louis Cardinals From Busch Stadium 
in St. Louis. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

P1 Racing P1 Racing United Fight Alliance 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: SVU 
"Agent Provocateur" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Decaying Morality" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Intimidation Game" 

WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

(:10) Anonym. "Welcome 
to the Anonymous" 

(:25) The Anonymous "Can You 
Handle It?" 

(:40) 
Anonym. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Deadliest Catch 
"Forged in Fury" 

Deadliest Catch
"Seaborne Sacrifice" 

Deadliest Catch "A 
Wrinkle in Time" 

Deadliest Catch
"Episode 10" (N) 

In the Eye of the Storm
"Texas Tornado" 

Contraband: Seized at 
Sea 

Contraband: Seized at 
the Border 

Deadliest Catch
"Episode 10" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Welcome to Plathville Welcome to Plathville Fat Fabulous Fat Fabulous (N) Fat Fabulous (N) Welcome (N) Unexpected Fat Fabulous

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained "Holy 
Relics" 

The UnXplained
"Mysterious Monoliths" 

UnXplained "Amazing 
Animal Abilities" 

The UnXplained
"Strange Technology" 

The UnXplained
"Encountering Evil" (N) 

(:05) The UnXplained (:05) The UnXplained
"The Time Travelers" 

(:05) The UnXplained 
"Encountering Evil" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< Notes of Autumn (2023, Romance) Luke 
Macfarlane, Marcus Rosner, Ashley Williams. 

< The Presence of Love (2022, Romance) Julian 
Morris, Samantha Bond, Eloise Mumford. 

< For Love & Honey (2024, Romance) Andrew W. 
Walker, Davide Tucci, Margaret Clunie. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(2:30) < 
Transform... 

<++ Robin Hood (2010, Adventure) Cate Blanchett, William Hurt, Russell 
Crowe. 

<+++ 300 (2006, Action) Lena Headey, David Wenham,
Gerard Butler. 

<++ Moonfall (2022, Sci-Fi) Patrick Wilson, John 
Bradley, Halle Berry. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Leadoff (N) MLB Baseball Philadelphia Phillies at Atlanta Braves (L) (N) MLB Close On Base Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:45) <++ Wonder Woman 1984 (2020, Action) Chris Pine, Kristen Wiig,
Gal Gadot. 

<++ Justice League (2017, Action) Henry Cavill, Gal Gadot,
Ben Affleck. 

<++ Black Adam (2022, Action) Aldis Hodge, Pierce Brosnan, 
Dwayne Johnson. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<++ Lethal Weapon 4 (1998, Action) Danny Glover, Joe Pesci, Mel Gibson. <++++ The Shawshank Redemption (1994, Drama) Morgan Freeman,

Bob Gunton, Tim Robbins. 
<++ U.S. Marshals (1998, Action) Wesley Snipes, 
Robert Downey Jr., Tommy Lee Jones. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Speak Emmanuel Acho, Joy Taylor, and LeSean 
McCoy discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

NHRA Drag Racing Lucas Oil Nationals From Brainerd International Raceway 
in Brainerd, Minn. 

Kevin H Hour Michigan 
Recap (N) 

Greatest Races: NASCAR 2011 NASCAR Cup 
Series: Daytona 500 From Feb. 20, 2011. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Haunted" 9-1-1 "Buck, Actually" 9-1-1 "Hen Begins" 9-1-1 "Merry Ex-Mas" 9-1-1 "New Beginnings" 9-1-1 "Chimney Begins" 9-1-1 "Fight or Flight" 9-1-1 "Broken"

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped (N) Triple Threat (N) Outchef'd Outchef'd Chopped Bobby's Triple Threat 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Housewives/NYC Housewives/NYC Housewives of Dubai Housewives of Dubai Housewives/Potomac Housewives/Potomac Housewives/OC The Real Housewives 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Rock Paper SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City < Descendants 2 (‘17) Dove Cameron. Wizards Wizards Wizards Wizards Miraculous World (:05) Bluey Bluey 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(:10) <+++ Spider-Man: No Way Home (2021, Action) Zendaya, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Tom Holland. 

(:20) <++ The Lion King (2019, Children) Voices of Seth Rogen, Chiwetel 
Ejiofor, Donald Glover. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:25) <++ Suicide Squad (‘16, Act) 
Jared Leto, Margot Robbie, Will Smith. 

To Be Announced Programming to be announced. Hard Knocks (N) Chimp Crazy "Monkey 
Love" 

(:55) Hard Knocks (:55) Ramy 
Youssef 

(:50) Hard 
Knocks 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:00) <++ Be Cool (‘05) 
John Travolta. 

<+++ Everest (2015, Adventure) Josh Brolin,
John Hawkes, Jason Clarke. 

<+++ Splice (‘09) Sarah Polley, 
Delphine Chaneac, Adrien Brody. 

(:45) <++ Ninja Assassin (‘09)
Naomie Harris, Ben Miles, Rain. 

(:25) <+++ Get Shorty (1995, Comedy) Gene 
Hackman, Rene Russo, John Travolta. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) <+++ Miss 
Sloane Jessica Chastain. 

(:15) < Memory (2023, Drama) Peter Sarsgaard,
Brooke Timber, Jessica Chastain. 

<+++ One Life (2023, History) Helena Bonham 
Carter, Johnny Flynn, Anthony Hopkins. 

< Resistance: 1942 (2021, War) Jason Patric, Judd 
Hirsch, Cary Elwes. 

<+++ The Wolf of 
Wall Street 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:15) < Poppy (‘21) Seb 
Hunter, Libby Hunsdale. 

<+++ Bandslam (2009, Romance) Vanessa 
Hudgens, Gaelan Connell, Alyson Michalka. 

<+++ The Doors (1991, History) Meg Ryan, Kevin Dillon, Val 
Kilmer. 

<+++ Rocketman (2019, Musical) Jamie Bell,
Richard Madden, Taron Egerton. 

(:35) < 
Starling Girl 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: The Bible 
indicates that we should 
show mercy to others, but 
I’m not sure that is what 
most people need. It seems 
to me that the world needs 
correction – one big thera-
py session. – W.N.

Answer: The first and 
second commandments 
are the only therapy the 
world has ever needed. 
“Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. … Love 
they neighbour as thyself” 
(Matthew 22:37, 39, KJV).

The mercy the world 
needs is the grace, love, 
and peace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is His trans-

forming and regener-
ating power that the 
world needs more than 

anything else. We are to 
take a cup of cold water 
in one hand and the Gos-
pel in another and extend 
them to a physically and 
spiritually starved world. 
We have thought that peo-
ple’s needs were entirely 
physical but they are also 
spiritual. This is why the 
world is in dire need of the 
Gospel of Jesus.

If we ask God to help 
us reach out to others, He 
will answer our prayers. 
He will empower us to 
live lives that point people 
to Him. This is showing 
mercy to our fellow man. 
The path to happiness is 
not found in selfish living 
and indifference to oth-

ers. Instead, when we have 
experienced the mercy 
of God, we will want to 
share it with others. We’ll 
be twice-blessed because 
we’ll perhaps meet a need 
of someone else while 
experiencing the blessing 
of obedience. “Happy are 
the merciful: for they shall 
obtain mercy.”

Only Christ can meet 
the deepest needs of our 
world and our hearts; He 
transcends all boundaries 
with His love, mercy, and 
grace.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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VEHICLES
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

INDOOR GOLF TEAM MEM-
BER

Earn $14 / hour, with full par-
ticipation in the tip pool and
enjoy discounted / free golf
and a flexible schedule!

Work Shifts consist of either
a 6 hour morning shift, span-
ning from 8:30a - 3:00p, or a
6 hour evening shift, span-
ning from 3:00p to 9:30p.
Work shifts are based on a
swing shift schedule so Team
Members will be scheduled
to work every other weekend.
Both morning and evening
shifts are available.

This is a seasonal role. The
season spans from Septem-
ber 1st - April 30th.

parandbelow.com
Click "Join Our Team" to fill

out an application.

BLUFFTON POLICE DE-

PARTMENT Now Hiring! The
Bluffton Police Department is
accepting applications for the
position of police officer. Appli-
cant must be 21 years of age
by close of application date,
but less than 40; have a high
school diploma; two-year col-
lege degree or equivalent (60
hours), or three years of work
experience in police related
field or an ILEA Basic gradu-
ate or equivalent. Must provide
college transcripts. Applicant
must possess and maintain a
valid Indiana driver's license
and responsible work experi-
ence. Applicant must pass a
background investigation, writ-
ten test, physical agility test,
oral interview, voice stress ex-
amination, required statewide
baseline physical and psycho-
logical examination and drug
test. Applications may be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office, 128 E Market
St, Bluffton, IN, between the
hours of 8 am-4:30 pm Mon-
Fri. or online at
blufftonindiana.net. If you have
questions about the applica-
tion process, you may call the
Bluffton Police Department at
260-824-3320, Kyle Randall,
Chief of Police. Last day to ac-
cept applications will be
September 30, 2024

THE BLUFFTON POLICE De-
partment is seeking applica-
tions to fill the position of
Ordinance Compliance Officer.
This full-time civilian position is
responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with all city ordinances
and is based in the police de-
partment working M-F 8a-4p.
Duties include downtown park-
ing enforcement and resolution
of weed and junk complaints.
The successful applicant must
be at least 18 years old with a
high school diploma or GED
equivalent, possess a respon-
sible driving history and clean
criminal background. Knowl-
edge of law procedures pre-
ferred. Application is available
on the city's website
www.blufftonindiana.net. For
more information contact Chief
of Police Kyle Randall at
824-3320 or kyle.randall@bluff
tonindiana.gov. Applications
are due back August 23, 2024
by 4:30 p.m.

EARLY MORNING DRIVER

needed to deliver papers to
post offices and stores in
southern part of county. Must
have reliable transportation.
Call Natasha or Doug, (260)
824-0224, for more informa-
tion.

FAMILY ORIENTED DRIVE-

AWAY company looking for
class A and B drivers to trans-
port new and used trucks. 50
cents per mile. 3 years experi-
ence needed. Clean driving
record. All expenses paid but
meals. Part time and full time
positions open. Retired drivers
welcome. Reply 260-433-3557
Or gregbrite@hotmail.com
(EAP1)

WELLS COUNTY SHERIFF'S

OFFICE is currently seeking
applicants for the position of
Full Time Deputy Sheriff. Ap-
plicants must be a US Citizen,
at least 21 years of age upon
graduation from police acade-
my, possess a high school
diploma or equivalent as well
as a valid Indiana Operators
License. Applicant can't have
any felony convictions. Appli-
cants must pass all aspects of
the hiring process including
physical agility testing, written
examination, background in-
vestigation, oral interview,
polygraph and psychological
evaluation. Selected applicant
must be able to graduate from
the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. ILEA certified appli-
cants do not have to attend the
physical agility and written ex-
amination portion of the pro-
cess. 20-year matrix salary
range for a Deputy Sheriff (no
rank) is $56,600 - $68,400.
Years of service and experi-
ence will be honored for a
starting salary up to five years
in the pay matrix. Application
can be found on our website at
www.wellscountysheriff.com.
Once application is completed,
details on the testing date and
location will be emailed to the
applicant. The application
must be completed by
September 13th, 2024.

FOR SALE
Antiques/

Collections
STAMP COLLECTION SALE

Mint sets, blocks, foreign
stamps, cancelled stamps.
Can purchase entire collection
or partial. Approx. 50 books
plus much more. Call or text
419-371-0608 to setup appt. to
look at collection. Collection is
in Decatur area. 419-371-0608
cgerber@allianceautomation.c
om

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 01-14-37-42-

43
Cash4Life — 05-16-19-

30-36, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-09-11-12-28-29-34-35-
41-42-53-56-57-63-64-68-
69-70-75-77, BE: 64

Daily Three-Midday — 
09-09-09, SB: 03

Daily Three-Evening — 
01-01-04, SB: 03

Daily Four-Midday — 
08-02-04-09, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-07-05-07, SB: 03

Quick Draw Evening 
— 05-13-16-17-21-25-34-
35-37-39-44-49-54-55-56-
61-65-66-77-78, BE: 21

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $19.7 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday):  $498 million
POWERBALL

01-02-15-23-28 Power-
ball: 10; Power Play: 2X

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Sept. deadline is Tues., Aug. 20!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Sept. deadline is
Tues., Aug. 20!

Sept. deadline is
Tues., Aug. 20!

Sept. deadline is
Tues., Aug. 20!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Sept. deadline is 
Tues., Aug. 20!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

Public Notice

SUDOKU ANSWER

NOTICE
The City of Bluffton is taking 

sealed quotes for 2 Fire Command 
Vehicles. A Notice to Bidders may 
be obtained from the office of the 
Clerk Treasurer, 128 East Mar-
ket Street, Bluffton IN or online at 
blufftonindiana.net. Bids must be 
received at the office of the Clerk 
Treasurer by 4:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, August 27. Sealed quotes 
will be opened and read aloud at 
a public meeting of the Board of 
Public Works & Safety on Tuesday 
August 27, at 4:30 p.m.

nb 8/13, 8/20
hspaxlp

NOTICE
Notices

UPCOMING EVENT

HAPPENING?

A 20 word, line classified ad
for six days is only $24.50.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office at 125 N. John-
son St., 260-824-0224, or sub-
mit online to news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

Help Wanted

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-

TANT - Purdue Extension
Wells County is now accepting
applications for a full-time ad-
ministrative assistant. Applica-
tion and job description
available online at
www.extension.purdue.edu/
wells or contact the Extension
Office at 824-6412 or
hoover21@purdue.edu. Appli-
cation deadline August 30.

Services

REPLACE YOUR ROOF with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-866-781-6023 
(I)
CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G 
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. Call 
855-430-1496 (I)
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award – 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
844-229-7933 (I)

FOLLOW US 
ON TWITTER!

twitter.com/newsbanner

ATTENTION: INSULATED 
METAL ROOFS COMPLETE 
$4,995.00* Siding /Windows 
$1,000 OFF! OFFER ENDS 
SOON! WE WILL NOT BE UN-
DERSOLD! 100% Financing. 
SR/Military Discounts SAVE 
HUNDREDS!! Finally a compa-
ny with affordable prices. 800-
350-0591* for details (I)
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. WE 
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-844-961-0666 (I)



By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
U.S. intelligence officials 
said Monday they were 
confident that Iran was 
responsible for the hack of 
Donald Trump’s presiden-
tial campaign, casting the 
cyber intrusion as part of a 
brazen and broader effort by 
Tehran to interfere in Amer-
ican politics and potentially 
shape the outcome of the 
election.

The assessment from 
the FBI and other federal 
agencies was the first time 
the U.S. government has 
assigned blame for hacks 
that have raised anew the 
threat of foreign election 
interference. The hacking 
also underscored how Iran, 
in addition to more sophis-
ticated adversaries like Rus-
sia and China, remains a 
top concern to U.S. officials 
tasked with protecting dem-
ocratic processes.

Besides breaching the 
Trump campaign, officials 
also believe that Iran tried 
to hack into the presidential 
campaign of Kamala Harris.

The hacking and similar 
activities, federal officials 
said, reflect Iran’s determi-
nation to “complicate the 
ability of any U.S. admin-

istration to pursue a for-
eign policy at odds” with 
its own interests. The goal 
is to sow discord, weaken 
faith in democratic institu-
tions and influence the out-
come of elections that Iran 
perceives to be “particularly 
consequential in terms of 
the impact they could have 
on its national security inter-
ests,” officials said.

“We have observed 
increasingly aggressive 
Iranian activity during this 
election cycle, specifically 
involving influence opera-
tions targeting the American 
public and cyber operations 
targeting Presidential cam-
paigns,” said the statement 
released by the FBI, the 
Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence and 
the Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security Agency.

Iran’s mission to the 
United Nations denied the 
hacks, saying that Iran had 
neither the motive nor inten-
tion to interfere with the 
election, and challenged the 
U.S. to provide evidence.

The statement was 
released at a time of sig-
nificant tensions between 
Washington and Tehran as 
the U.S. hopes to halt or 
limit a threatened threatened 
retaliatory strike on Israel 

over the assassination of 
Hamas official Ismail Hani-
yeh. An Israeli strike last 
month in southern Beirut 
killed Hezbollah’s top com-
mander, but while Tehran 
and Iran-backed Hezbol-
lah have vowed to retaliate, 
they have not yet launched 
strikes as diplomatic 
endeavors and Gaza cease-
fire talks continue in Qatar.

The U.S. did not detail 
how it reached the conclu-
sion that Iran was respon-
sible, nor did it describe the 
nature of any information 
that may have been taken 
from the Trump campaign. 
But it said the intelligence 
community was confident 
“the Iranians have through 
social engineering and other 
efforts sought access to indi-

viduals with direct access to 
the Presidential campaigns 
of both political parties.”

At least three staffers in 
the Biden-Harris campaign 
were targeted with phish-
ing emails, but investigators 
have uncovered no evidence 
the attempt was successful, 
The Associated Press report-
ed last week.

“Such activity, includ-

ing thefts and disclosures, 
are intended to influence 
the U.S. election process. It 
is important to note that this 
approach is not new. Iran 
and Russia have employed 
these tactics not only in 
the United States during 
this and prior federal elec-
tion cycles but also in other 
countries around the world,” 
the statement said.
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AUGUST 22-23 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors & various con-
signors, owners. 815 Adams St., Decatur. Two day truck & 
equipment auction. Day 1, online bidding only: 250+ various skid 
loader attachments, mini excavators, mini skid steers, tool boxes, 
workbenches, iron gates, chains & binders, 40’ high side shipping 
containers, dome shelters, various truck take off parts & much 
more! Day 2, onsite and online bidding offering 700+ lots! 2024 
Holiday Rambler, large group of off lease day cabs and sleepers, 
Freightliner day cabs, box, dump, utility & bucket trucks, lots of 
trailers, shipping containers, skid loader attachments, cars, SUV, 
pickup trucks, cargo & passenger vans! Accepting consignments! 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
AUGUST 22, noon-5 p.m., AUGUST 23, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
AUGUST 24, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. - Estate Sale. 1513 Ridgewood 
Lane, Bluffton. Furniture, lamps, glassware, baskets, ironing 
board, sewing machine, luggage set, hand tools, antique BD 
electric drill, table saw, hand planer, router table/router, garden 
tools, wheel barrow, nail gun, ladders, weed sprayers, DVD and 
VCR players, Samsung TVs, sound system, old train set, fertilizer 
spreaders, rowing machine, storage cabinet, 1940’s Boy Scout 
gear, wall hangings, battery charger, albums, tapes, CD’s, more 
items. Call 260-341-5247 for details.
AUGUST 25-SEPTEMBER 1 - Online Only Personal Property 
- Spaulding, seller. John Deere X304 riding lawn mower, house-
hold, modern furniture, vintage collectibles & Christmas, machin-
ist tools, vintage patio furniture, machinist tool boxes, vintage 
boat motors, power tools, much more. Auction preview & online 
bidding assistance Aug. 27, 4-6 p.m., 27 Hi Lo Drive, Bluffton, IN. 
Sale manager Nick Huffman, 260-827-8255, The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-426-0633, steffengrp.com.
AUGUST 31 - 10 a.m. - (Onsite) - Aaron & Lydiann Schmuck-
er, owners. 9036W 800S, South Whitley. 50±A, tillable land, 
home, Whitley County. Offered in 4 Tracts. Tract 1: 20±A tillable 
productive farmland, Pewamo, Blount, Shoals, Sloan loam, Mor-
ley Clay soils. Tract 2: 20±A tillable productive farmland, Coesse, 
Sloan loam, Glynwood, Blount, Shoals soils. Tract 3: 4±A w/
approx. 3,184 sq. ft. 2-story home w/full walkout basement, 6 
bedrooms, open concept layout, in-floor heat, outside deck, barn 
w/stalls, calf barn, straw shed, small utility type buildings. Tract 4: 
6±A “Swing Tract”, tillable, mostly Pewamo, Blount soils. Must be 
purchased w/another tract or by adjoining land owner. Inspection 
Aug. 24, 10 a.m.-noon. Sale manager Ritter Cox, 260-609-3306, 
Schrader Real Estate and Auction Company, Inc., 800-451-2709, 
SchraderAuction.com.
SEPTEMBER 7 - 9 a.m. - Various consignors, sellers. Lehman 
Feed Mill, 5111 S 000 Rd., Berne, IN. Farm Machinery Consign-
ment Auction. Tractors, hay wagons, grain carts, discs, planters, 
plows, trucks, trailers, semis, livestock trailers, tools, lawn & gar-
den equipment, shop equipment, livestock equipment & more! 
Consign anytime Sept. 4, 5, or 6 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Call Heart-
land to advertise your items! Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 
260-724-3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.
SEPTEMBER 8-SEPTEMBER 15 - (Online Only Auction) - 
Private Collector, seller. Outstanding collection of 2,000-plus 
comic books, large assortment of 8-Tracks, cassettes, CD’s & 
DVD’s, Star Wars figures, DJ lighting, vintage books, dolls, large 
Nativity set, toys, collectibles. Previews: Sept. 5 and Sept. 12 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 117 W. Craig St., Ossian. Pat Carter, sale 
manager, 260-273-8294, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & STARTS CLOSING SEPTEMBER 9 - 6 
p.m. EST -Susan Pollock estate, owner. Two bedroom, 1 full 
bath, 1,264 sq. feet, basement, 8’x12’ utility shed, Root Town-
ship, Section 34, Adams County, Indiana, North Adams Commu-
nity Schools. Open house Aug. 28, 5-6 p.m., 520 Nuttman Ave., 
Decatur, IN. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.

SEPTEMBER 10 - 10 a.m. EST - (Live and Online) - Norman 
& Norwin Bauermeister. 815 Adams Street, Decatur, IN. Bau-
ermeister Brothers retirement farm equipment auction! Tractors, 
tillage & grain handling equipment, skid loader, JD 5320, JD 
6300, JD 4240, JD 7820 FWA, JD 980 23’ field cult., 24’ UM dual 
wheel single rolling basket w/harrow, 1965 Dodge D600 & 1974 
Chevy C60 grain truck, J&M 425 hopper wagon, 8”x52’ Mayrath 
swing auger, 3 point attachments & much more! For questions on 
equipment please call Butch, 260-246-3656. Preview Sept. 3, 4-6 
p.m., 7845 N 650 E, Ossian, IN. Checkout and pick up Sept. 10, 
3-5 p.m. Sept. 11, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
SEPTEMBER 17 - 2-6 p.m. ET - Online - Greenbush, Inc., 
farm. Property location: 1231 N 740 E, Marion. 242.9+/- acres, 
classified forest, barns, quality farmland, timber, Van Buren 
Twp., Grant Co. Tract 1: 80+/-A, barns. Tract 2: 55.5+/-A. Tract 
3: 18.3+/-A. Tract 4: 7.1+/-A, potential building site, 42’x56’ barn, 
30’x31’ barn. Tract 5: 63+/-A, 55.28+/- classified forest. Tract 6: 
19+/-A, 18.7+/- classified forest. Timber value appraisal available. 
Open house Sept. 7, 1-4 p.m., Steve Goodwin (forester) present. 
Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181, Emma Barr, 260-494-0992, Jason 
Johnloz, 260-273-9177, Halderman Real Estate & Farm Manage-
ment, halderman.com, 800-424-2324.
SEPTEMBER 24 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET - Online - Don A. Heckber, 
farm. Property location: 11648 N SR 1 Ossian, IN. 31.63+/-total 
acres, agriculture prime farmland, 31.5+/- tillable, 0.13+/- non-
tillable, Topography: Level, Zoning: Agricultural, School District: 
Norwell Community Schools. Rick Johnloz, 260 827 8181, rickj@
halderman.com, Jason Johnloz, jasonj@halderman.com, 260-
273-9177, Halderman Real Estate & Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com.
SEPTEMBER 24 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - The Estate of Jef-
frey Brown. Two story country home situated on 2.41+/- acres 
with outbuildings. This 1,876 SF home features 3 bedrooms, 
large living room, eat-in kitchen, utility room and 1 car garage. 
Open houses: Sept. 12 and 19 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 7721 N. 
300 W. Markle, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - The Estate of Jeffrey 
Brown. Land location: 1/4 mile west of Marzane Rd on Wells 
County Rd 1200 N (Scott Street), Zanesville. 9.27+/- acre prime 
building site in Union Twp., Northern Wells County. Property fea-
tures open land, wooded acreage, a 24’x48’ pole building. Perfect 
home site, country estate. “Explore the potential of this property.” 
Open houses: Sept. 12 and 19 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. The Steffen 
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 27 - 9 a.m. - Huntington University, owner. Civic 
Center, 339 S. Main St., Montpelier. Online bidding available. 
Property: From Montpelier, 1 mile east to CR 600E, north 3 miles 
to CR 1000S, 3 miles east. 256±A productive land, buyer will 
have 2025 farming rights, Wells County, Nottingham Township. 
Offered in 5 tracts, any combinations, tracts. Tract 1: 40±A mostly 
tillable, CR 1000S, CR 100E road frontage. Tract 2: 88±A mostly 
tillable, CR 1000S road frontage. Tract 3: 7±A mostly tillable, CR 
1000S road frontage, potential building site! Tract 4: 104±A most-
ly tillable w/7±A woods, CR 1000S, CR 200E road frontage. Tract 
5: 17±A mostly tillable, CR 200E road frontage. Inspection Aug. 
29, 4-6 p.m., Sept. 7, 10 a.m.-noon, Tract 1. Auction managers 
Al Pfister, 260-760-8922, RD Schrader, 800-451-2709, Schrader 
Real Estate and Auction Company, Inc., schraderauction.com.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family Farms LLC, sellers. 
Auction location: Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Washington 
St., Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township, Adams Coun-
ty. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd. 200 West, Sec 18. Tract 2: 
80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3: 35.05 acres, 
County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres, County Rd. 
400 North, Sec 9. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc., 260-724-
3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.
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Betty Jean Hall, who paved way for women to enter mining, dies at 78
By LEAH WILLINGHAM 

Associated Press
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) 

— Betty Jean Hall, an Appala-
chian attorney and federal admin-
istrative judge who paved the way 
for women to enter the coal min-
ing workforce, has died. She was 
78.

Hall died Friday in Cary, N.C., 
where she had lived since her 
retirement in 2019, her daughter 
Tiffany Olsen told The Associ-
ated Press on Monday. The Ken-
tucky native obtained her bach-
elor’s degree from Berea College 
in 1968 before studying law at 
Antioch School of Law in Wash-
ington, D.C., and founding the 
Tennessee-based advocacy group 
the Coal Employment Project, in 
1977.

Hall became interested in 
women pursuing mining careers 
after learning that a Tennessee 
mining company was refusing to 
even let women tour its mine – 
much less work there, according 
to a 1979 profile in The New York 
Times.

Before Hall came on the scene, 
there were virtually no women in 
coal mining, said Davitt McAteer, 

who was assistant secretary for 
the U.S. Mine Safety and Health 
Administration under President 
Bill Clinton from 1993 to 2000.

There was a long-standing 
myth among miners that to go into 
a mine with a woman was bad 
luck, said McAteer. The legend 
was that the mine is a woman, and 
to bring another woman under-
ground would make the mine jeal-
ous, he said.

The Coal Employment Proj-
ect pressured mining companies 
across the U.S. to hire women by 
filing anti-discrimination lawsuits. 
McAteer said Hall had a simple, 
effective argument that coal com-
panies couldn’t deny.

“Her push was always, ‘Mining 
is where the jobs are and women 
need to make money just as men 
do.’ She would say, ‘We need the 
money because we have babies 
and we’ve got families, too,’” 
McAteer said.

Hall told the Times in 1979 that 
if women had to choose between 
making $6,000 a year in a factory 
and mining coal for $60 or more a 
day, “they’ll go into the mines.”

“Sure, coal mining is hard 
work,” she told the newspaper. 

“But so is housework and so is 
working in sewing factories for 
minimum wages.”

Within a little more than a year, 
the Coal Employment Project filed 
a lawsuit charging 153 coal com-
panies with gender bias in hiring. 
By December 1978, a settlement 
was reached with Consolidation 
Coal Company to pay $370,000 to 
70 women who were denied jobs 
and to hire one woman for every 
four men.

As a result, U.S. coal compa-
nies had hired 830 women miners 
by late 1978, according to a histo-
ry of the organization compiled by 
Hall. By the mid-1980s, that num-
ber had increased to over 4,000.

Kipp Dawson, a former coal 
miner in Pennsylvania and a friend 
of Hall, told the Lexington Herald-
Leader that the organization did 
more than just help women like 
her get mining jobs. The Coal 
Employment Project advocated for 
paid parental leave for miners, an 
effort that contributed to the pas-
sage of the Family and Medical 
Leave Act of 1993. The organiza-
tion also hosted trainings, annual 
conferences and support groups 
for female miners.

“We got taken more seriously 
because it wasn’t just the voice 
of a single woman,” Dawson 
told the newspaper. “She was our 
mother.”

Hall led the Coal Employ-
ment Project from 1977 to 1988. 
In 2001, she was appointed as an 
administrative appeals judge for 
the U.S. Department of Labor 
Benefits Review Board, where she 
streamlined the process of issuing 
decisions on appeals of worker’s 
compensation claims and black 
lung benefits to ensure injured 
miners received fair and timely 
reviews.

Retired journalist and financial 
professional Jim Branscome, who 
maintained a close friendship with 
Hall decades after they were fresh-
men debate partners at Berea Col-
lege, said she and Coal Employ-
ment Project were so successful 
because “they caught a trend of 
women who were fed up with a 
world where a woman could only 
hope to be a typist in a coal com-
pany office or a clerk in the com-
pany store.”

It’s notable, he said, that Hall’s 
first funding came from a small 
grant from feminist activist Glo-

ria Steinem’s Ms. Foundation for 
Women. One of her first awards 
came from Ms. Magazine. Brans-
come described her as “tougher 
than John Henry’s steel driving 
tools — totally fearless.”

“The coal companies were hit 
with forces they had never faced 
before, and fancy law firms were 
defeated by an attorney from a 
very small law school who had 
a force of coal-mining women 
behind her,” he said.

In a statement Monday, United 
Mine Workers of America Interna-
tional President Cecil E. Roberts 
called Hall a “remarkable woman” 
and a “fearless advocate who revo-
lutionized the coal mining industry 
for women.”

“As we remember her incred-
ible contributions, we reflect on 
the words of Mother Jones: ‘What-
ever your fight, don’t be lady-
like,’” Roberts said. “Betty Jean 
Hall embodied this spirit, break-
ing barriers and paving the way 
for countless women in the mining 
industry.”

Hall is survived by Olsen and 
her husband Kevin Olsen, her son, 
Timothy Burke, two grandchildren 
and a sister, Janet Smith.

U.S.: Iran to blame for hacks targeting Trump, Biden-Harris campaigns

East Palestine residents want 
more time, information 
before deciding on settlement

By JOSH FUNK,  Associated Press
Some East Palestine, Ohio, residents want more time 

and more information before they have to decide by a dead-
line this week whether to accept their share of a $600 mil-
lion class-action settlement with Norfolk Southern over last 
year's disastrous train derailment.

But it's not clear whether the judge will rule on their 
motion before Thursday's deadline for people who live with-
in 20 miles of the derailment to file a claim.

Residents who live within 10 miles of the Feb. 3, 2023, 
crash near the Ohio-Pennsylvania border also have to decide 
whether to accept up to $25,000 per person for personal 
injuries, although accepting that money will force them to 
give up the right to sue later if someone develops cancer or 
other serious illness because of the chemical exposure.

The amount residents can receive varies by how close 
they lived to the derailment, with people who lived within 
2 miles receiving $70,000 for property damage. People who 
lived at the outer edge of the area might only receive a few 
hundred dollars.

One of the key complaints in the motion filed by attorney 
David Graham is that attorneys who represented residents in 
the lawsuit haven't disclosed any of the results of testing done 
around town by their own expert, Stephen Petty, who has tes-
tified in hundreds of lawsuits about contamination concerns, 
to determine the extent of the contamination caused when 
toxic chemicals spilled and burned after the derailment.


