1 Kkilled in Adams
County crash

Page 3

The ﬁB&I% - ;g

Historical Museum to
host art open house

Page 5

Schwartz breaks
9-hole record

Page 6

JITIEY

www.News-Banner.com

The board of trustees for Norwell Community Schools held their regular board meeting in a
newly renovated multi-purpose room at Ossian Elementary School on Tuesday. Above, the
board discusses expiring debt and a potential bond for future projects. Pictured speaking at the
podium is Jim Elizondo and Deb Adams. At the table, from left, is Superintendent Mike Springer,
and board members Gene Donaghy, Chad Kline, Traci Neuenschwander and Angie Topp. (Pho-

tos by Holly Gaskill)

Ossian elementary
‘refresh’ complete, district
considers future projects

By HOLLY GASKILL

Norwell Community
Schools unveiled the recent
renovations of Ossian Ele-
mentary School prior to their
regular board meeting on
Tuesday.

The “refresh,” as the dis-
trict has called it, remod-
eled the vast majority of the
building, including restruc-
turing classrooms, replac-
ing flooring, and adding

new cabinetry and furniture,
among other items. The con-
struction incorporates the
new districtwide colors of
navy and gold but retains
some of the iconic Ossian bear remnants.

Construction began in the spring and was
substantially finished before the beginning
of school.

Some work will continue through the
school year, said Project Manager Dylan

Norwell’s board meeting was preceded by an open house of
renovations at Ossian Elementary School. Above is the kinder-
garten wing and new lockers.

Markley of Weigand Construction on Tues-
day. Crews will also return next summer
to renovate the bathrooms. Board member
Gene Donaghy thanked the teachers and
students for their flexibility during construc-

(Continued on Page 2)

Board of Works approves

purchases of two vehicles

By JONATHAN SNYDER
A truck for the Electric
Department and a mower
for the Parks Department
were approved by the Bluff-
ton Board of Public Works
and Safety Tuesday.
Electric Department
Assistant Supervisor Brad
Penrod found a 2024 Altech
TA60 truck to replace one of
their old trucks from 1998.
The 1998 truck has 160,000
miles. Penrod stated the
truck will cost $263,303,
with Mentzer clarifying that

the Electric Department’s
depreciation account has
plenty of money to cover the
expense.

The mower for the
Parks Department costs
$19,781.99. Mayor John
Whicker, who spoke on the
issue due to Parks Depart-
ment Supervisor Brandy
Fiechter’s absence, stated
that the department has
been replacing mowers on
a consistent basis for years.
Clerk-Treasurer Michelle
Simon stated that the

expense could come out of
the department’s general
operating fund or capital
improvement fund, depend-
ing on Fiechter’s choice.

A water adjustment for
Ryan Tomlin at 352 Stillwa-
ter Dr. was also approved by
the board. Tomlin stated that
during an out of town trip
with his family, the water
on his toilet was stuck open
and running the whole time.
The water meter at Tomlin’s
home read over 230 gallons

(Continued on Page 2)

Parents frustrated with
Norwell’s increased
latchkey child care costs

By HOLLY GASKILL

New increased prices for latchkey care
at Ossian and Lancaster elementary schools
have sparked frustration among parents.

The prices, approved in June, implement-
ed an increase and flat fee for latchkey care,
called Bear Care at OES and Bobcat Care at
LES. While the increase was only $1 hourly
if the child stays for the full two-and-a-half
hours either before or after school, it was a
stark increase for parents who only used the
service for a short while.

Previously, the district charged $3 hourly,
with parents charged for every quarter hour
— this meant a parent could be charged
between $0.75 and $15 for a full morning or
afternoon service.

The adjustment leveled this price to $10
for a morning or afternoon, regardless of the
time a student stayed.

Multiple parents voiced their anger with
this hike during the board meeting for Nor-
well Community Schools on Tuesday. They
were not asked by the board to identify
themselves.

OES Principal Theresa Casto and LES
Principal Ginger Butcher cited multiple
reasons this was changed, but emphasized
sustainability. Latchkey services are self-
supported within the district’s budget.

Butcher said latchkey was often over-

whelmed for the first 15 minutes after
school, sometimes so parents could cut the
regular car rider pick-up line and then num-
bers would drop dramatically. She said this
would leave the program overstaffed with-
out the income to support the employees.

Casto added the students’ billing was
being tracked by hand, and this environment
created an unnecessary burden on employ-
ees.

With the price increase, the schools
added a provided breakfast during the morn-
ing care, a snack afterward, and materi-
als for activities — all of which they were
previously unable to do. The schools also
implemented an electronic check-in and
check-out system.

Casto and Butcher indicated attendance
for latchkey is down at either school thus
far and that there have also been no students
coming for just 15 minutes. However, a par-
ent in the audience claimed attendance was
down because it was no longer an affordable
resource.

The administration recognized this and
proposed a half-price model for those not
attending more than half of the allotted ses-
sion. They also considered a discount for
multiple students from the same family in

the latchkey program. Butcher said the new
(Continued on Page 3)

Ossian and Jefferson
Township continue fire
budget and contract talks

By SYDNEY KENT

“The taxpayers in Ossian and Jefferson
Township need to expect that in 10 years or
less,” Council President Josh Barkley stated.
“Their payments are going to triple.”

A meeting between the Ossian Fire
Department, Ossian Town Council and
Jefferson Township Advisory Board was
scheduled to take place before the council
meeting on Monday evening. The purpose
was to sign a new contract for fire protection
between the parties in 2025.

However, two of the advisory board
members, Tim Baker and David Haiflich,
were unable to attend the meeting. Member
AlJ Springer was present.

Historically, the town of Ossian has
paid a significantly higher portion of the
fire budget despite an equal amount of use.
Throughout months of many hours of meet-
ings, the advisory board has given several
reasons why they would not sign a contract,
including an unwillingness to pay for man-
power. Baker and Haiflich have also had
issues paying 50% of the budget, requesting
that they pay per invoice.

On Monday, Ossian Fire Chief Ben Fen-
stermaker discussed the specifics of the

$251.,477 proposed fire budget. Over half of
the budget is designated towards paying for
manpower.

Fenstermaker emphasized that the cur-
rent department does not do the work for
the money. However, he requested a pay
increase of $4 per run for firefighters. Cur-
rently, volunteers receive just $16 per run.

“Even at 20 bucks per run, these guys are
not doing it for the money,” Fenstermak-
er said. “Anything we can give them, we
should. It’s not money-motivated. There is a
national shortage of public servants.”

As part of the changes, part-time fire-
fighters in Ossian will also receive a pay
increase from $15 to $18 per hour in 2025.
He explained that the increase was neces-
sary to stay competitive with surrounding
fire departments.

“There is not any fluff in my budget,”
Fenstermaker said. “I’ve heard that from
people. I am more than happy to answer any
questions from anyone.”

“I think it says a lot that our firefighters
stay for a lengthy time,” Council member
Stephanie Tucker added.

“I think your budget is low,” Gene

(Continued on Page 2)

Indiana looks to Swiss experts to create student apprenticeships

Swiss institute shows Indiana business, school, state officials how
cooperation can offer career training for high school students

By PATRICK O’DONNELL
The 74

Indiana officials have turned to experts at
the Swiss version of MIT for help becoming
a national career training leader by making
apprenticeships available to thousands of
high school students across the state.

Indiana is the latest state to work with
ETH Zurich — where Albert Einstein once
studied — to develop ways to break down
barriers between educators and business so
that career training can be a large part of a
reinvented high school experience.

Indiana government, business and educa-
tion officials — like those in Alabama, Cal-
ifornia, Colorado, Washington State, New
York City and Washington, D.C. — have
spent the last few years working with Ursula
Renold, the former head of the Swiss voca-
tional system.

Now a professor at ETH, Renold’s high-
ly-regarded Center on the Economics and
Management of Education and Training
Systems, known as CEMETS, earns rave
reviews and advises companies and officials

A broad Indiana coalition including leg-
islators, the state community college Ivy
Tech, the Indiana Department of Education
and Indiana Chamber of Commerce have
visited Switzerland under CEMETS’ direc-
tion. Committees of executives from several
industries have also taken trips to see Swiss
companies and schools in their field.

The coalition expects to release a state-
wide plan to expand youth apprenticeships
— potentially from 500 today to 50,000 in
10 years — in September.

“College, of course, is very important,
and it will continue to be important,” said
Claire Fiddian-Green, President and CEO
of the Richard M. Fairbanks Foundation,
which has paid for and is leading some of

the work. “But we know that it’s not serving
the majority of students in Indiana today.”

“We are trying to grow another great
pathway that allows for upward mobility
for young people in our state and also meets
the demand for skilled labor that employ-
ers have been struggling to find for a long
time,” she said.

That vision includes creating thousands
of apprenticeships in fields such as health
care, manufacturing and information tech-
nology, which are common in Europe. Such
apprenticeships would add to the more tra-
ditional ones in the U.S. in the construction
trades.

Among potential changes coming to
(Continued on Page 2)
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Ossian Elementary ‘refresh’

(Continued from Page 1)
tion last spring and for con-
tinuing to adapt to changes.

OES was built in 1989
and was the second proj-
ect of a districtwide plan to
improve facilities. The board
later discussed potential
future projects with the pool
and weight room or adding
inclusive playgrounds.

“The plumbing under-
neath the pool is kind of
a ticking time bomb that
I’m a little bit worried
about,” Superintendent
Mike Springer emphasized.
“That’s something that’s
going to be a pretty heavy
financial need. That’s going
to be something you can’t
cover out of the operations
fund.”

The board had also previ-
ously outlined plans to build
a new central office build-
ing, but Springer said this
would be the lowest priority
among other projects.

For the district to pursue
any of these improvements,
it would seek to issue a gen-
eral obligations bond. Jim
Elizondo of Stifel Public
Finance explained that the
district has some expiring
debt in 2025, which could
lower the district’s tax rate
or allow the district to obtain
funding for building proj-
ects. The current tax rate is
$0.8967 and would decrease
in 2025 to $0.79.

“There are so many proj-
ects that we want to do to
enhance the building and for
our students ... we just don’t
have funding available in the

operations fund right now,”
advised Deb Adams, the
district’s financial services
director.

Springer emphasized
that this would not mean
increasing the tax rate but
maintaining the current tax
rate.

“When we did all these

projects, we did not raise
our tax rates,” added board
member Corey Krug. “So
a lot of people complain,
‘Oh, the school built a new
building, and my assessment
went up, and I’'m paying a
lot more to school.” Your tax
rate has not changed.”

The board will discuss

Norwell’s board meet-
ing was preceded by an
open house of renova-
tions at Ossian Elemen-
tary School. Shown
above the inside of a
classroom. At left is the
cafeteria. (Photos by
Holly Gaskill)

the bond issuance, pos-
sible future projects and
district budget during their
next board meeting, 5:30
p-.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 27,
at Norwell High School.
A strategic planning meet-
ing will follow the regular
agenda.
holly@news-banner.com

Student apprenticeships

(Continued from Page 1)
Indiana based on the Swiss system are
letting 11th and 12th graders work part
time while attending school part time;
and letting businesses have a say in
which work skills schools teach stu-
dents.

The plan will likely call for high
school students to receive credit
toward graduation from their work and
training experiences, a change already
being discussed at the department of
education as it debates new diploma
requirements.

Indiana already has a pilot Mod-
ern Youth Apprenticeship Program
that started in 2021 to let high school
juniors and seniors earn money work-
ing in businesses, such as AES Indiana
and pharmaceutical company Roche,
through their first year in college.
Nearly 500 students have worked as
apprentices in the three-year program.

This story is from The 74, a non-
profit news organization covering
America’s education system from early
childhood through college and career.

That program will soon expand to
four other communities across the state,
but officials want to grow it even more.

“We’ve really kind of hit the acceler-
ator,” said Robert Behning, the Indiana
House education committee chairman.

Annelies Goger, a fellow at the
Brookings Institution who researches
career training, has traveled to Switzer-
land with Indiana officials for research
on how the state, along with Colorado
and Alabama, is breaking ground in
trying to bring apprenticeships to a
large scale.

“I am struck by the level of cohe-
sion and shared vision in the state
across many of the key leaders in
workforce, education, the legisla-
ture, and the chamber,” Goger said.
“CEMETS has played a critical role in
creating the space and time for these
leaders to work together and align
around how they plan to tackle several
challenges with student success.”

The top challenges the Indiana
coalition has identified and are look-

WHY CHOOSE OSSIAN?
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programs, and events.

e Comfortable Living:
Enjoy beautifully designed apartments and
communal areas.
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CALL US TODAY FOR A TOUR!

$1500 OFF 1ST MONTH RENT!

Are you or a loved one considering a move to Assisted Living? Now
is the perfect time to make Ossian Assisted Living your new home!

Our dedicated staff provides 24/7 support tailored

Engage in a variety of social activities, wellness

Savor nutritious and delicious meals prepared by our expert chefs.

Experience the security and comfort of a caring environment.

ing to Renold and the Swiss for solu-
tions include high school class sched-
ules that interfere with work, a lack of
public transportation for students to get
to jobs without a car, and businesses’
willingness to train large numbers of
students — not just a few as a charity
effort.

Perhaps the biggest will be having
competitors in each field partner to
find common skills they all want new
employees to have, so apprentices can
train for an entire industry, not just a
single employer.

The Swiss have solved many of
these issues, at least to a far greater
degree than the U.S. About two thirds
of students in Switzerland participate
in apprenticeships as part of their edu-
cation. Though attending university
can still be the most prestigious path,
apprenticeships are respected and are
often combined with college by stu-
dents who want both theoretical and
practical training.

The Swiss also have no reluctance
in having high-school age students as
apprentices as Indiana is considering.
Many Swiss apprenticeships start as
early as age 15, not after high school
when most start in the U.S. Swiss com-
panies view working with young peo-
ple as a chance to attract new talent,
not the risk and bother many American
companies do.

The Swiss system also gives compa-
nies a say in what skills schools teach in
return for taking on responsibility and
the expense of co-training teenagers.

Fiddian-Green said she was sold on
the potential of Indiana schools and
businesses cooperating to help students
and themselves after attending a sum-
mer seminar in 2019 that CEMETS
runs every year. Teams from around
the world spend the week of the semi-
nar touring businesses and schools,
then work with Renold’s staff to try
and better grow training programs
back home.

Fiddian-Green said visiting training
centers that Swiss businesses create
just for young people and seeing how

competing companies can agree on
what students need to be taught to suc-
ceed in that industry, not just their own
company, was eye-opening.

“You start to have light bulbs go
off after you’ve been there about three
days, because it all starts to kind of
click together,” she said.

Noel Ginsburg, the Colorado busi-
nessman who created the CareerWise
youth apprenticeship program in Colo-
rado in 2016 had a similar experience.
He credits Renold and the CEMETS
summer seminar with showing him
how apprenticeships succeed for so
many students and inspiring Career-
Wise, which has served nearly 2,200
apprentices.

“It’s the combination of the theo-
retical that you learn in the classroom,
where there’s discussion, but then you
see it at scale, which is why CEMETS
is powerful,” Ginsburg told The 74.

JP Morgan Chase CEO Jamie
Dimon and his wife Judith are also fans
of Renold, CEMETS and the Swiss
system after Renold and staff took
them to businesses and schools to see
it in person. Chase now hires Career-
Wise apprentices in its New York City
offices and is an outspoken backer of
CareerWise expansion in that city.

Judi Dimon told The 74 she was
impressed with how engaged Swiss
apprentices were, even those still of
high school age. And she saw how
seriously companies took apprentice-
ships as a recruiting and talent pipe-
line strategy, not a charity program as
many youth training programs are.

“It was not... a corporate respon-
sibility project that is paid for by the
(company) foundation,” Dimon said.
“It is core to the businesses them-
selves, and to the culture and to their
ability to attract young talent.”

That shift of viewing high school
work experiences as a real business
strategy and not just a public relations
effort is cited by many experts as cru-
cial to expanding high school intern-
ships or apprenticeships to a large scale
anywhere in the U.S., not just Indiana.

LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Wednesday, August 14, 2024
(24-hour observations at 11:43 p.m. Tuesday)
High: §83; Low: 59; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.10

feet at 8:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast

Today: Sunny, with a high near 83. Calm wind becom-
ing east around 5 mph in the afternoon.
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 62. East wind

around 5 mph.

Thursday: A slight chance of showers, with thunder-
storms also possible after 5 p.m. Partly sunny, with a high
near 78. South wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is

20%.

Thursday Night: Showers and possibly a thunderstorm.
Low around 67. Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of
precipitation is 80%. New rainfall amounts between 1 and 2

inches possible.

Friday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms, then
showers likely after 8 a.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 83.
Chance of precipitation is 60%. New precipitation amounts
between a tenth and quarter of an inch, except higher
amounts possible in thunderstorms.

Friday Night: Showers likely, mainly before 8 p.m.
Partly cloudy, with a low around 66. Chance of precipitation

s 60%.

Saturday: A 30% chance of showers after 8 a.m. Mostly

sunny, with a high near 77.

Saturday Night: A 20% chance of showers before 2
a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 63.
Sunday: A 30% chance of showers after 8 a.m. Mostly

sunny, with a high near 78.

Fire talks

(Continued from Page 1)
Donaghy interjected.
“Ossian started our EMS in
April 1975. There were 20
volunteers, and six drivers.
Probably made $1.60 per
run ... This budget is very
low and is going to have to
grow eventually to handle
this.”

Council President Josh
Barkley agreed, adding that
he believes the area will
eventually be a fire territory.

“We need to take our
time with it,” Fenstermaker
said. “I can do a lot with a
little, I have been for a long
time. This is a start.”

The parties have until the
end of October to sign a new
contract for fire protection in
2025. If an agreement is not
signed, a letter discontinu-
ing fire protection services
for Jefferson Township resi-
dents outside of Ossian will
again be sent to the advisory
board.

“There is no room in here
to keep putting these meet-
ings off,” Jefferson Town-
ship Trustee Larry Heckber

said. “If we don’t hear back
(from the advisory board),
that letter is going to get sent
out. I hope it doesn’t have to
get to that.”

Heckber confirmed that
all four surrounding town-
ships said they could not
provide adequate fire cover-
age for the area.

Council member Den-
nis Ealing advised that the
town is asking the township
to pay for 50% of the ser-
vices, just as they did last
year. However, last year the
township only agreed to pay
a portion of the budget.

“This year, I think we
are going to have to hold
steady and get half,” Ealing
said. “In the letter to the edi-
tor, (the board) keeps saying
they have no representation.
They say they have no idea
what they are paying for.
They know exactly what
they are paying for.”

A meeting to discuss the
contract is scheduled for 6
p.m. on Sept. 9 at Collier’s
in Ossian.

sydney@news-banner.com

Board of Works

(Continued from Page 1)

of water per hour from the
late night of June 26 to the
night of July 16. The board
approved to half the excess
expenses from his water bill,
with board member Josh
Hunt suggesting to shut the
water to his house off before
he leaves next time.

“This is good evidence of
what a toilet can do,” Utility
Supervisor Jon Oman said.

The board also approved
Street Department Com-
missioner Tim Simpson’s
request to look for quotes to
purchase a new plow truck.
They plan to replace a 1993
single axel model, with
Simpson stating that the
department could look for a
used cabin chassis to keep
the expense down.

Personnel decisions
approved by the board are as
follows:

* Sewer Collections

Department Operator Tris-
ton Niblick was approved a
$1 per hour raise.

e Street Department
employee Todd Chrisman
was reclassified from a
Laborer to a Truck Driv-
er after getting his CDL
license, which comes with a
pay raise.

e Amber Hartman was
hired by the Clerk-Treasur-
er’s Office as a Deputy Clerk.

e The Fire Department’s
Nathan Bueter moves from
a Paid On-Call position to
a part-time position. He is
now a full-time hire for the
Northwest Allen County
Fire Protection Area.

e The Fire Department
hired Lucas Ash as a part-
time firefighter, Michael
Henderson as a part-time
and paid-on-call firefighter
and Nicholas Stephens as a
paid-on-call firefighter.

Jjonathan@news-banner.com
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—OBITUARIES
Preston Lee Geese, 30

Preston Lee Geese, 30, of Bluff-
ton, died Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024.

Born Feb. 15, 1994, in Fort
Wayne, Preston was a graduate
of Norwell High School in Ossian.

He was preceded in death by
his brother, lan Geese.

A Celebration of Life for Preston
Lee Geese will be held at a later
date. Arrangements are being
handled by Doan & Mills Funeral
Home, 790 National Road West,
in Richmond.

Memorial contributions may be made to: Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association, 2817 East Dupont Road, Ft.
Wayne, IN 46825.

Condolences may be sent to the family via the guest
book at www.doanmillsfuneralnome.com.

One fatality in
Adams County crash

On Aug. 12, around 1:49 p.m., deputies with the Adams
County Sheriff’s Office were dispatched to the intersection
of County Road 200 West and County Road 500 North in
reference to a personally injury accident.

Upon investigation, deputies were able to determine that
a 2020 Chevrolet Equinox being operated by Wendell W.
Hartman, 89, from Fort Wayne, was traveling northbound
on C.R. 200W. Hartman’s vehicle did not stop at the stop
sign for northbound traffic at C.R. S00N. Hartman’s vehicle
collided with a 2006 Subaru Legacy being operated by Arsa-
lie D. Morgan, 18, from Decatur. Morgan had been traveling
eastbound on C.R. 500N at the time. There is no posted stop
sign for east and westbound traffic on C.R. S00N. The col-
lision caused Morgan’s vehicle to leave the roadway, travel
through a residential yard, strike a tree and two parked vehi-
cles in a driveway. One of the parked vehicle’s was pushed
and caused damage to a residence.

Morgan and passenger Malania K. D. Doster, 18, from
Decatur complained of minor pain. Morgan was transported
to a local hospital.

Hartman was transported to Lutheran Hospital for severe
injuries, where he later died from his injuries.

The crash is currently under investigation by the Adams
County Sheriff’s Office. The Adams County Sheriff’s
Office was assisted by the Decatur Fire Department, Adams
Memorial Emergency Services, and the Monroe Police
Department.

Horse-drawn buggy
accident injures four

On Sunday, Aug. 11, at 9:08 p.m., the Adams County
Sheriff’s Office was dispatched to a traffic accident in the
area of SR 124 and County Road 200 East rural Monroe,
involving a passenger vehicle and a horse-drawn buggy. A
preliminary investigation shows the horse-drawn buggy,
operated by Joe Schwartz, 30, from Monroe, and the pas-
senger vehicle operated by Shanelle Bayes, 32, from Deca-
tur, were eastbound on SR 124, just east of C.R. 200E. The
passenger vehicle failed to observe the horse-drawn buggy
and rear-ended it. The three passengers of the horse-drawn
buggy were ejected. The horse-drawn buggy passengers’
ages are 24-years-old, 2-years-old and 10-months-old.

The driver of the buggy was airlifted by Lutheran Air in
life-threatening condition for further medical treatment and
the other three passengers in the horse-drawn buggy were
transported to a Fort Wayne hospital by Adams County
EMS.

The driver of the passenger vehicle was uninjured.

Alcohol is believed to be a factor in this incident. The
crash investigation is ongoing by the Adams County Sher-
iff’s office.

The Adams County Sheriff’s Office was assisted by
Monroe Fire Department, Adams County EMS, Lutheran
Air, Decatur Police Department.

Corrections and clarifications

Saturday’s Local Roundup misprinted the date for the
August meeting of the Board of Health. Its meeting was at
6:30 a.m. Monday.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes
“basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths.
“Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age,
community of record, date and place of death, basic gene-
alogical information, the date, time and location of call-
ing hours and services and the name of the funeral home
handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to
be included, or if the deceased does not meet the defini-
tions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy
and will coordinate obituary publication.

Latchkey care costs

(Continued from Page 1)

multiple students from the same fam-
ily in the latchkey program. Butcher
said the new electronic check-in sys-
tem could calculate these rates easily,
which led the same parent to ask why
the schools couldn’t just bill by every
quarter hour again.

In response, Superintendent Mike
Springer said it was a “balancing
act” between providing the resource
for parents and keeping the program
viable in and of itself, but that the dis-
trict would not embrace an “a la carte”
model.

No solution was approved Tuesday,
but Springer said he would continue
discussions with the schools and small
groups of the school board to find a
reasonable compromise. He said this
change would be made prior to the
next board meeting and retroactively
affect billing.

“Why wasn’t this thought of before
school started?” the same parent asked.

“Because we had to start some-
where,” said board member Corey
Krug. “Because it wasn’t sustainable
the way we were doing it ... But it’s
four days into the school year, and we
go off the experts that are dealing with
it on a daily basis. They make a sugges-
tion to us, and if I disagree with them
on this — who am I to say I know what
it is to run latchkey? I’'m going to listen
to the experts.”

OES Assistant Principal Matt Tay-
lor also later explained that Bear Care
has moved to the gym’s activity deck
to offer more space for activities and
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allow for direct access to the gym.

Several parents later also asked to
review the pick-up and drop-off traf-
fic at OES, which has been altered due
to one-lane construction on the bridge
just outside of downtown Ossian. One
parent said she’s repeatedly seen driv-
ers nearly get into crashes, as no one
has helped direct traffic through the
parking lot.

Springer said it was the first he had
heard of the issue and asked if the par-
ent had spoken with Casto or Taylor.
She said she had not, and Springer
encouraged the parents to communi-
cate their concerns directly.

Furthermore, board member Traci
Neueneschwander enthusiastical-
ly encouraged parents to attend the
upcoming Aug. 27 strategic planning
meeting, where the district planned
to discuss transportation. Strategic
planning follows the regular meeting,
which begins at 5:30 p.m. at Norwell
High School.

Later during the meeting, the board
approved a per diem increase for sub-
stitute teachers. The new daily rates are
$200 for retired teachers and licensed
teachers, $200 for licensed long-term
substitutes for the first consecutive 15
days followed by an experienced-based
per diem, $125 for non-licensed substi-
tutes, $125 for non-licensed long-term
substitutes for the first consecutive 15
days followed by a $200 per diem, and
$100 for non-licenses substitutes with-
out a college degree.

The board also discussed a proposal
for the 2025-26 school calendar, par-

ticularly whether it was important to
start later in August or finish school
by Memorial Day in May. No decision
was made.

Also Tuesday, the board:

e Accepted the resignation of LES
third grade teacher Allison Norman,
Bobcat Care Supervisor Amarea Chan-
dler, and bus driver Tammy Clark.

e Approved employment recom-
mendations for Zoe McNulty as Nor-
well Middle School Show Choir and
Vocal Music teacher, Penny Cole as
an LES fifth grade teacher, Breanna
Clifton as OES technology integra-
tion teacher; Kelleigh Hart as LES
technology integration teacher; Kate-
lyn Jones for OES vocal music activi-
ty; Rya Weikel as district office secre-
tary, Brittney Zent and Emma Miller
as NHS teaching assistants; Courtney
Ivins as an LES teaching assistant;
Deb Brickley as a part-time LES
teaching assistant; Gloria Rodgers,
Isabella Winget and Macy Richmond
as Bobcat Care assistants; Elizabeth
Stalla as the NMS seventh grade vol-
leyball coach and Patrick Humerick-
house as a volunteer coach; Valerie
Terhune for NHS food service; Jenna
Bauermeister as a bus aide; Jodi
Heller as a full-time bus driver; and
Suzanne Cyrus as NMS art club co-
sponsor.

¢ Accepted a donation of $2,933.14
for OES STEM activities from the
Wells County Foundation via the Eliz-
abeth V. Patton Unrestricted Endow-
ment Fund.

holly@news-banner.com

Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

City:

Monday, 2:06 p.m.,
O’Reilly Auto Parts. Driver
warned for misuse of center
turn lane.

Monday, 4:10 p.m., Hard-
ee’s. Report of a man acting
erratic. Man was struggling
mentally.

Monday, 5:27 p.m., All
American. Report of a truck
on fire in the parking lot.

Monday, 7:39 p.m., 1100
block of West South Street.
Report of a defiant teenager.

Monday, 7:44 p.m., 1500
block of West Central Ave-
nue. Caller reported neigh-
bor’s dog bit their dog, to
which the neighbor pulled
out a knife and threatened
to kill the dog. A child was
present. Officer advised sub-
jects to keep animals and
knives on own property.

Tuesday, 3:14 a.m., 1100
block of Sunnyglenn Court.
Report of a car alarm going
off.

Tuesday, 10:21 a.m., Indi-
ana Pancake House. Mul-
tiple reports of a suspicious
man with two children at
restaurant.

Tuesday, 11:09 a.m., All
American. Report of a man
unconscious in his car. Man
was sleeping, left work in
Bluffton and was too tired to
safely drive home.

County:

Friday, 3:11 p.m., 6500W
900S, Warren. Report of a
tractor that hit a pole. Parties
were separated.

Friday, 7:21 p.m., SOON
and 100W, Uniondale.
Report of two loose cows.
Cows were near but not in
roadway, suggesting they
had a plan.

Friday, 9:36 p.m., 700
block of Clark Avenue. War-
rant served to Joseph Mor-
rison.

Saturday, 9:43 a.m., 5700
South Meridian Road, Pone-
to. Report of harassment via
phone call.

Saturday, 12:32 p.m.,
Tower Life Center, Zanes-
ville. Report of a small brush
fire.

Sunday, 8:24 p.m., Wells
County Jail. Report of sub-
ject causing problems. Sub-
ject calmed down, was upset
about property seized by
BPD.

Monday, 5:12 a.m., 800S
and S.R. 3, Warren. Report of
vehicle in area where bridge
construction is occurring.

Monday, 9:44 a.m., Wells
County Jail. Warrant served
to Kenneth Boyer.

Ossian:

Saturday, 12:48 a.m., Silo
Farms. Report of man com-
ing to callers door demand-
ing to see his wife.

Saturday, 1:00 p.m.,
1000N S.R. 1, Ossian. Caller
reported Walmart delivery
driver drove into garage door.

Saturday, 8:18 p.m., U.S.
224 and C.R. 100 East. Offi-
cer received alert from Flock
camera of a driver with
suspended license. Officer
pulled over the vehicle and
found driver with odor of
alcohol beverage and slurred
speech. Samuel Fuentes
arrested for driving while
intoxicated and suspended.

Saturday, 11:45 p.m.,
4900E 900N, Ossian. Report
of knocking sounds, area
cleared.

Sunday, 11:12 a.m.,
1000 North Jefferson Street,
Ossian. Report of domestic
violence.

Sunday, 1:29 p.m., 1000N

S.R 1, Ossian. Caller report-
ed family member threat-
ening to kill him. Firearms
were later seized pursuant to
Indiana’s red flag law.
ARRESTS

Seth Curtis Chaffins,
39, Bluffton; possession of
a hypodermic syringe and
possession of methamphet-
amine, both Level 6 felonies.
Bond set at $10,000.

Christopher Ray Wil-
liamson, 44, Ossian; driving
while suspended, a Class A
misdemeanor. Booked and
released.

Paul Raymond Storm, 35,

Monroeville; driving while
suspended — prior, a Class
A misdemeanor. Booked and
released.

VISITATION & SERVICES
Evelyn E. Pope

Calling: 4-8p.m.

L= Wednesday, August 14 and
one hour prior to the service.
Service: 10:30a.m.
Thursday, August 15 at the
funeral home.

Thoma/Rich, Lemler

Funeral Home
308 W. Washington St.
824-385

Finest Wine In Wells County!

HOURS
Thursday - Friday 3:00 - 8:00pm
Saturday 12:00 - 8:00pm
(765) 727-1027
www.dash90wines.com
zane@dash90wines.com

6750 W 900 S-90 Warren, IN 46792

npcoming EventN

August 17 - JB's Cuisine Machine w/
live music from Bob Thompson
August 31 - Live music from the
Trevor Hunt Band
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Fifty years of Indiana
property tax

Indiana voters elected Otis Bowen
as Governor in 1972 on a pledge of
“visible, lasting and substantial” prop-
erty tax relief. The slogan appealed
to voters because property taxes had
been growing rapidly for two decades.
Growth between 1951 and 1972 aver-
aged 8.5 percent per year, raising the
share of taxpayer incomes paid to
the tax from 3 percent in 1951 to 5
percent in 1972. Indiana had the 11th
highest property taxes as a percent of
income in the United States. We were

a high property tax state.
Today we rank 40th. (I_Ioo Siel’
Opinions

Larry
DeBoer

The property tax as a per-
centage of income is 2.1
percent. Property own-
ers are unhappy, though,
because tax increases
have averaged 8.6 percent for the past two years. The
tax percent of income had been 1.9 percent in 2022.

Last year the General Assembly established a State
and Local Tax Review Task Force (SALTR, pronounced
“salter”), to study issues in Indiana taxation. This year
SALTR will look at property tax policy. You can see
the exhibits and watch the meetings on the General
Assembly’s website.

Some history might be helpful. Indiana was a high
property tax state in 1972. Over the next 50 years we
became a low property tax state. What policies did we
use to make that happen?

Otis Bowen’s property tax relief bill passed on
April 13, 1973. The vote was tied in the Senate, so Lt.
Governor Orr cast the deciding vote in favor.

The bill took three main approaches. First, it provid-
ed an immediate 20 percent credit for all property own-
ers. The credit was funded by doubling the state sales
tax from 2 percent to 4 percent. Second, it allowed
counties to adopt a local income tax for further property
tax relief. Third, it froze property tax levies or rates.
Counties adopting the local income tax had their levies
frozen and non-adopting counties had their rates frozen.

It worked. Property taxes as a percentage of income
fell from 5 percent in 1972 to 2.5 percent in 1980.
Indiana policy makers have used this 3-part approach
for property tax relief ever since.

The legislature increased the sales tax rate to 5 per-
cent in 1983 to make up revenue losses from the 1979-
82 recession. In 2002, though, the rate rose to 6 percent
to fund property tax relief for homeowners, who were
about to see large increases in tax bills resulting from
the court-ordered market value reassessment. In 2008
the sales tax rate was increased to 7 percent, to provide
revenue to replace property taxes for the school general
fund. All-told, 4 percentage points of our 7 percent sales
tax originated to fund property tax relief.

In the 1980s two new local income taxes were cre-
ated. These mostly provided added local revenue, but
they reduced the need to tax property. New local income
taxes authorized in 2007 did offer added property tax
relief, and the LIT reform of 2017 made explicit the
share of local income taxes devoted to property tax
relief. As of 2024 the local income tax provides more
than half a billion dollars in property tax credits, and for
counties and cities LIT provides almost as much rev-
enue as property taxes.

Counties with frozen rates would have received a big
boost in revenues with the 1980 statewide reassessment
of property, so the General Assembly reformed the tax
controls in 1979. Levies were limited by a maximum
levy. It could rise with average assessed value growth,
with a minimum of 5 percent and a maximum of 10
percent.

During 1980s and 1990s, though, the share of prop-
erty taxes in income crept upwards towards 3 percent.
So, in 2002 maximum levy growth was linked directly
to Indiana income growth. Controlled property taxes
would remain stable as a share of income. Then, in
2010, we amended the state Constitution to create new
caps on the percentage of assessed value that taxpayers
could pay. Between 2007 and 2024 the share of income
paid to property taxes dropped from 3 percent to 2.1
percent.

What will the SALTR task force recommend? We
don’t know, but it’s a good guess that some of the
policies they consider will be in the tradition of Otis

Bowen’s 1973 reform.
Larry DeBoer is a Purdue University economist. He wrote this
for Indiana newspapers.

Today in History

By The Associated Press In 1942, President Frank-
Today is Wednesday, lin D. Roosevelt and Brit-
Aug. 14, the 227th day of ish Prime Minister Winston
2024. There are 139 days Churchill signed the Atlantic
left in the year. Charter, which detailed the
Today in history: On Aug. post-war goals of the two
14, 1935, President Frank- nations.
lin D. Roosevelt signed the In 1945, President Harry
Social Security Act into law, S. Truman announced that
ensuring income for elderly Imperial Japan had surren-
Americans and creating a dered unconditionally, end-
federal unemployment insur-  ing World War II.
ance program. In 1947, Pakistan gained
Also on this date: independence from British
In 1936, in front of an rule.
estimated 20,000 spectators, In 1994, Ilich Ramirez
Rainey Bethea was hanged Sanchez, the terrorist known
in Owensboro, Kentucky in as “Carlos the Jackal,” was
the last public execution in captured by French agents in
the United States. Sudan.
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Hot tip: Both parties should stop
bribing voters with tax cuts

You get a tax cut! And you get a tax cut! And you
get a tax cut!

Both major-party presidential nominees sound
pretty Oprah-esque these days. They’re pledging
lower taxes to bribe important voting blocs, including
all the tipped service workers in Nevada.

Perhaps “bribe” sounds harsh. To some extent,
politics is always transactional. Politicians often try
to win votes by promising to improve people’s mate-
rial interests. Maybe they pledge to deliver lower gas
prices or a higher minimum wage. But usually those
politicians at least offer the fig leaf of improving the
greater social welfare or promoting equity or effi-
ciency. Or something else similarly public-spirited-
sounding.

GOP presidential nominee Donald Trump has no
such concern (real or feigned) for such lofty goals. He
has dangled military aid, lifesaving medical equip-
ment, and corporate tax cuts in exchange for various
political favors or donations. These are crass quids
and quos that Democrats have, correctly, condemned.

But now Trump is taking these tax cut kickbacks
on a national tour. And, unfortunately, Vice President
Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee,
has joined him.

Both candidates have pledged to make earnings on
tips tax-free. Unsurprisingly, both made the promise
at campaign events in Las Vegas, where 1 in 4 jobs
are in the tip-heavy leisure and hospitality industries.

Setting aside the grotesquerie of this transparent
tit for tat, this is a bad idea - whether you care about
equity, or the federal budget deficit, or the integrity of
markets and tax administration.

Tipped earnings are already relatively likely to
evade taxation since they’re often transacted in cash
and less traceable by Uncle Sam. Making all of these
earnings legally tax-free raises even more serious
questions of fairness.

Why should a waiter or blackjack dealer who gets
most of their income from tips be exempted from
taxes, when an employee at a nearby Walmart or a
bus driver earning the same income - or perhaps much
less - must pay taxes on all their hard-earned wages?

The proposal would also cost quite a bit of money.
Exempting all tip income from federal income and
payroll taxes, as Trump proposes, would lower fed-
eral revenue by $150 billion to $250 billion over the
course of a decade, the Committee for a Responsible
Federal Budget estimates. (The cost falls to “only”
$100 billion to $200 billion if gratuities remained
subject to payroll taxes, per Harris’s version of the
proposal.) The payroll tax exemption would starve the
Social Security and Medicare trust funds of needed
revenue in particular, potentially hastening benefit

cuts.

But even those huge sums likely under-
state the cost, since those estimates assume
the tax policy doesn’t change anyone’s
behavior. Which is a fairly rosy assumption.

This new loophole would open up tons
of ways to game the tax system by reclas-
sifying more earnings as supposed “tips.”
However many workers receive gratuities
now - Yale’s Budget Lab estimates about
4 million people are in tipped occupations
- we should expect that number to balloon.
Heck, your favorite columnist should ask
her employer to convert some of her pay to
“tips” - and might even find a good enough accoun-
tant to legally avoid whatever guardrails the IRS tries
to put on the policy.

Plus, consumers are already aggravated by the
proliferation of tip requests, as Tax Policy Center
researcher Steven M. Rosenthal points out. Do we
really want to encourage even more tin-can shaking,
by cable companies, dental practices and clothing
retailers, too?

The Harris campaign has said it would work with
Congress to ensure the benefit isn’t abused, including
by restricting it to workers in the leisure, hospitality
and gaming industries. But, at the very least, expect
these industries’ employers - who can already pay a
lower minimum wage to tipped workers in most states
- to shift workers toward lower base pay and higher
tipped income.

If you really wanted to help service-sector employ-
ees - along with other similarly situated low-wage
workers - there are fairer, less distortionary ways to do
so. For example, you could impose a higher minimum
wage or bigger child tax credit (both of which Harris
has supported).

Instead Trump continues to innovate with slapdash,
self-sabotaging voter payoffs. In addition to his tip
proposal, he’s also promised to repeal taxes on Social
Security benefits. This, too, would be expensive and
expedite the insolvency of Social Security and Medi-
care trust funds (toward which taxes on these benefits
go). It would also be regressive. That’s because, for
lower-income households, Social Security benefits are
already partially exempted from taxes; if you elimi-
nate all taxes on these benefits, you would dispropor-
tionately help higher-income households.

These kinds of ideas are bad and poorly designed,
whether they’re coming from Republicans or Demo-
crats. If our presidential nominees insist on blatant
pandering, the least they can do is ensure they’re not
making the system even worse in the process.

Reach Catherine Rampell at crampell@washpost.com

Catherine
Rampell

Kamala’s path to greatness

How did Kamala Harris
become so good at this?

How does a sub-par vice
president get transformed
nearly instantaneously into a
joyful performer who can do
no wrong?

It’s easy.

As the 20th century writer
and strategist James Burn- -
ham put it, “Where there is Rich
no alternative, there is no
problem.” Since there was Lo wry
no alternative to pumping
up Harris to star status -- or the only
alternative would be to sub out Joe
Biden for a barely replacement-level
politician -- she’s now inspirational,
hip and beguilingly moderate.

In other words, Kamala has
reversed the usual dynamic for get-
ting considered a JFK- or Obama-lev-
el political talent: She is great because
she’s the Democratic nominee; she’s
not the Democratic nominee because
she’s great.

If Joe Biden had done the respon-
sible thing and stepped aside last year,
there presumably would have been a
contested nomination battle. Kamala
would have been the favorite and per-
haps would have won the nomination.
But she would have had to fight for
it -- doing town halls and interviews,
participating in debates, defending
her record, dealing with media scru-
tiny and winning the support of real
voters.

Securing a nomination is a major
accomplishment, and there’s usually
a moment when even the weakest

Etc.

nominee looks like he might
have something going on.
Back in 1988, it was, Wow
-- Michael Dukakis is lead-
ing George H.W. Bush by 17
points. In 1996: Maybe this

o Jack Kemp pick has injected
the sense of energy into the
ticket that Bob Dole needs.

Kamala didn’t have to
prove her chops this way.
To the contrary, that she did
nothing to win the Demo-
cratic nomination has perversely
smoothed her way to stardom.

A real nomination process would
likely have exposed Kamala or at
least would have made the current
cocoon impossible. (She hasn’t done
a formal TV interview since June 24,
and Harris has generously suggested
that she will schedule one by the end
of the month.)

All her positions would have
been litigated, and any change in
policy would have been seized on and
denounced by fellow Democrats. In
the context of a primary, the media
would have been happy to cover
all the contention and ask the tough
questions -- for all we know, they
might even have become vested in
some candidate other than Kamala.

By fast-forwarding past the pri-
maries and caucuses, Kamala went
directly into a race with the hated
Donald Trump, where the media is
inevitably deeply committed to her.

Meanwhile, she hasn’t had to inter-
act with voters in settings where she’s

going to get challenged; hasn’t had to
do dozens of interviews fighting for
attention with other Democrats; and
hasn’t seen, as nominees often do,
key lines of attack against her devel-
oped by intramural party competitors.

Because trying to have a competi-
tive process after Biden stepped aside
would have been too difficult, she
was simply selected. Yet, she is being
treated like she swept through the pri-
maries and caucuses like an unstop-
pable political phenomenon, when
she still has never run in a national
Democratic primary; she got out too
early in 2019 and got in too late in
2024.

The sheer fact of her ascension
created the incentive for Democrats
and the media to declare her great. In
reality, she’s a cardboard cutout of a
politician whose main political talent
is to be able to, just barely, simulate
determination, passion and mirth
while reading from a teleprompter.

Insulated from personal interac-
tions with voters and from media
scrutiny, running against an unpopu-
lar former president, and boosted by
a party and press that have no alterna-
tive but to invest all their hopes in her,
she is suddenly more than the sum of
her parts.

Coach Walz, as Kamala dubbed
her running mate Tim Walz, may
have told his football players at some
point that “there’s no substitute for
going out and earning it.” Kamala
2024 is a testament to the fact that,
actually, there is.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry
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If watching sports were an Olympic event

My love for sports started very
young. As a bonafide Tom boy,

I spent a lot of time hitting a ball
around and playing catch with my
brother. While attending our local
rural school, I was often included
in the baseball game and even
played center
for the football
scrimmages
on the play-
ground. With
the transfer

to town high
school, I quick-
ly became
aware that
sports were for
boys, and girls
were delegated
to be on the
sidelines cheering them on.

Some of my fondest memories
find me sitting at the feet of my
dad listening to Tiger baseball and
Lions football. There was some-
thing magical about creating that
winning home run or scoring that
touchdown in my mind.

Flash forward to the ten min-
utes before I was about to go down
the aisle to marry this man from
Indiana. The snow was fluttering
down from the northern Michigan

Kathy
Schwartz

sky. I was startled R
by a light tapping CREATE &
on the door. A INNOVATEE
very shy grooms- 3@':% {ﬂ]‘ﬁgg‘
man handed me a Iz Bl

. =
slip of paper. My e
heart fluttered. pemion
How wonderful for ?

sacrifice sitting

H e re. § | through all types of
weather and inept
'h referees.
e And then there
is the Olym-

pics! This is an
opportune time to

Thing

the love of my life
to send me a note
to declare his undying love. Imag-
ine my surprise as I read his mes-
sage, “Purdue Beat Michigan!”
That should have been a great
indicator that sports would be an
important part of our life together.

My husband wanted to share
his love for golf. After a few hair-
raising outings, he bought me a
gift of golf lessons from a local
golf shop. Smart guy! We did
share many wonderful outings
and golfing vacations. We both
have reached a point where we
are unable swing a club but sit and
watch matches on TV with appre-
ciation for the skill it takes to make
it look so easy.

Parenthood found us sitting on
a multitude of bleachers cheering
on our children. It even stretched
past graduation as one daughter
played collegiate sports. A person
truly gets to know about effort and

receive an over-
dose of stimulation
as events are broadcasted both day
and night. Ihave sat watching
everything from archery to row-
ing to gymnastics to swimming
to badminton to kayaking to hand
ball to soccer to.... Well, you get
the idea. The availability of multi-
ple stations provides a brief glance
of many events, and I do mean
brief. My husband only pauses a
few minutes on each station as his
fingers fly around the remote com-
manding a symphony of clicks to
capture the Guiness World Record
for the greatest number of channel
changes in an hour. This might
explain why I watch the recap
of events on the evening shows
because I am sure to see more than
I do of the live feeds.

Now the question that begs to
be answered is WHY?

I can truthfully say I do not
exclusively cheer for TEAM USA,

Creative Arts Council.

A special Open House to celebrate
the life and work of Wells County artist,
Harry Lindstrand will be held on Sun-
day, August 18, 1:00 — 5:00 pm at the
Wells County Historical Museum locat-
ed at 420 West Market Street, Bluffton.
The event is free and open to the public.

The open house will include paint-
ings on-loan from the Wells County
Public Library and the Wells County
In addition,
many Lindstrand paintings have been
loaned by individuals within the com-
munity to the museum for the open

Harry Lindstrand Art Open House Sunday
at the Wells County Historical Museum

house.

private collection.

wchs-museum.org.

Several members of the Harry and
Dorothy McAfee Lindstrand family
will be at the event and will be sharing
stories and comments about the paint-
ings. The family will also share several
paintings for visitors to see from their

Light refreshments sponsored by the
Wells County Historical Society will be
served. For more information about the
event, visit the Wells County Historical
Society and Museum on Facebook or at

Lake.

United Way of Wells County funding

injured eyes.

Supporting Junior
Achievement

Junior Achievement received
a grant of $2,500 each year
for the next two years. Junior
Achievement works to help
young people discover what’s
possible in their lives. They do
this by helping them connect
what they learn in school with
life outside the classroom to
help pursue their dreams. Pic-
tured are United Way of Wells
County executive director Ben
Renkenberger and JA of Wells
County board chair Erica Ben-
nett. (Photos submitted)
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Multiple grants for

Alyssa Linder from Upper
Wabash Interpretive Services
was the program presenter.
She brought three owls with
her to meet the lunchers
including a Great Horned
Owl, an Eastern Screech
Owl and a Barn Owl. All
were rescue birds and live
full time at the Upper Wabash
Interpretive site as they have

As each bird was intro-
duced it was learned that
owls are raptors as they
use their talons to secure

U\J-“"‘”-”U.II_Z_ZO’.

though a smile does cross my face
when that American flag flies
above the podium or the lump in
my throat as the tears roll down
Scottie Scheffler’s face. I am not a
competitive person. I am not living
vicariously through the athletes,
as [ have no urge to do most of
the events. The thought of stand-
ing on top of a platform 32.81 ft
from the water and hurling myself
off, is definitely NOT on my list
of things to do. I get winded just
watching the running events and
hold my breath as I watch surfers
drop into the curve of a gigantic
wave.

After much introspection,
I watch because I enjoy being
amazed! I marvel at these human
beings that have striven to be the
absolute best at something that
they clearly have a deep-seeded
passion for. A person does not get
to this point without a lot of sacri-
fice and dedication. AND they did
not do it alone. With every victory
comes the pictures of a family
member, a friend, and/or a coach
celebrating the accomplishment.

The things that amaze me the
most are the events that I would
not dream of doing, even in my
younger years.

-
Alyssa Linder &

see them.

Great Horned Owl

food such as mice, rats and
smaller animals. All three
types of owls can be found
in this area but often are so
well camouflaged we do not

The next Lunch & Learn
will be held on Thursday,
Sept. 13, when Jeff Ormis-

L e

Running: any shape or form: |
might be able to step quickly if my
life is threatened, but to choose
to run 1500 meters is not in my
wheelhouse.

Balance Beam: I could not do a
cartwheel, let alone backwards and
on an elevated 4-inch board.

Rings: My armpits just hurt
watching.

Archery: My arm still carries
the scar I acquired from that bow
string during a ninth grade PE
class.

The list could go on and on.

Here’s the Thing: Even if
you are unable to participate in a
certain sport, watching can provide
you with many hours of enter-
tainment, joy, and amazement.
Watching can gives you that nec-
essary break from real life. Maybe
there should be a gold medal for
watching sports. If the powers to
be decide it is worthy of consider-
ation, I know a guy.

Editor’s Note: This is one of a series
of articles and opinions written by a
group of retired and current teachers
— Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy
Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. Their
intent is to spur discussions at the dinner
table and elsewhere. You may also voice
your thoughts and reactions via The
News-Banner's letters to editor.

Lunch at Ouabache was all about owls

By BARBARA
BARBIERI
The subject was owls
as the Friends of Ouabache
State Park hosted August’s
Thursday noon gathering of
the Lunch & Learn series
at the park’s Lodge by the

ton, retired naturalist from
Fox Island, will talk about
Pond Life.

barb@news-banner.com

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN « 260°724*SHOW

It Ends With Us
Thursday, August 15th 6pm
Friday, August 16th 6pm & 8:50pm
Saturday, August 17th 2pm, 5pm, & 8pm
Sunday, August 18th 2pm & 4:50pm

Twisters
Friday, August 16th 6:20pm & 9pm
Saturday, August 17th
2:30pm, 5:30pm, & 8:30pm
Sunday, August 18th 2:20pm & 5pm

Deadpool & Wolverine
Thursday, August 15th 6:20pm
‘.www.abcinemainc.com Vol
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FCS programs

Family Centered Services
received funding for mul-
tiple programs including
The Closet, Mentor Moms,
Parent Cafe, Youth as
Resources and Teen Court.
Pictured from left are United
Way of Wells County execu-
tive director Ben Renken-
berger, FCS Closet Coor-
dinator Brandi Brinneman,
FCS Director of Human
ResourcesDawn Fowler,
FCS Chief Operations Offi-
cer Lisa Antrim, FCS Pro-
gram Coordinator Courtney
Ginter and FCS Administra-
tive Assistant Emily Wyatt.

Brenna is a five-month-
old, domestic short hair
female.

o Comet is a 12-week-old,
Cupid is a 12-week-  domestic short hair male.
old, domestic short hair

female.

These are just a few pets
available for adoption at the
Wells County Animal Shelter,
1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton.
For more information call
824-6063.

Tego’s Tips: These kit-
tens are all sweet, friend-
ly, playful and litterbox
trained.

sfic STEFFEN

= Financial Group

steffinancial.com

JCscasaEe

SALES & SERVICE

jcsgaragedoor.com

Daniel's
JEWELERS

daniels-jewelers.net

/B INDIANA FARM
/@ BUREAU INSURANCE

Bluffton Office | (260) 824-2234

infarmbureau.com
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myersfuneralhomes.com
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Vehicle Reconditioning

P
KE(DY;S

COLLISION CENTER, INC.
Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton
kellysautocollision.com

WELLS
GOUNTY

GROWS HERE

extension.purdue.edu/wells

DENTAL

riverstonedental.net

Bluffton
Tire

blufftontire.com
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www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

lengerichmeats.com stillwatersfamilydentistry.com thomarich.com

Have a Webaite?
Tell the World!

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics!
The power of print and the Internet, working
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.
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SPORTS

County golf teams sweep, Schwartz breaks 9-hole record

All three Wells County schools picked
up victories on the golf course Tuesday eve-
ning.

In addition, Savanna Simerman of Nor-
well and Emma Schwartz of Bluffton were
medalists in their matches.

Schwartz’s 36 on the back nine of Tim-
ber Ridge is a personal best and new school
record. Schwartz already claimed the
18-hole school record last week at Cross
Creek, where she shot an 80.

Below are all the results and individual
numbers:

Garrett at Norwell

The Knights hosted and defeated the
Railroaders 181-214 at Timber Ridge and
played the front nine.

Simerman led the way with a 40, fol-
lowed by Ellie Gatton (42), Emma Bur-
nau (47), Jordyn Shroyer (52) and Jessica
Bynum (53).

Two junior varsity golfers went for Nor-
well. Jacquelyn Mayer scored a 47 while
Kylee Nevius shot a 55.

Norwell will travel to Eastbrook to face
the Panthers and Southern Wells Raiders at

4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 20.
Adams Central at Bluffton

The Tigers notched another win in the
regular season, this time against ACAC rival
Adams Central by a score of 194 - 234.

Schwartz led the way with a 36, followed
by Eve Corkwell (48), Tressa Renner and
Addison Kauffman (55) and Piper Morgan
(56).

Bluffton’s five-player junior varsity team
also went out on the course and shot a 233.
Isabella Stout, Sy’Annah Jordan-Turner
and Aleeah Grover all shot 58s, while Mad-
elyn Funk shot a 61 and Addison Gehring
63.

Bluffton will be at Southwood at 4:30
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 15.

Southern Wells at Whitko

The Raiders picked up a 217-232 road
win over Whitko.

Erika and Kolbie Beavans shot 52s to
lead the Raiders, followed by Callie Rip-
perger 55 and both Sophie Meeks and Col-
lena Reeves shot 58s.

Southern Wells will be at Heritage at 5
p-m. Thursday, Aug. 15.

High School Calendar

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 14

No events scheduled.

THURSDAY, AUG. 15

GIRLS GOLF: Southwood at Bluffton, 4:30
p.m.; Southern Wells at Heritage, 4:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, AUG. 16

No events scheduled.

SATURDAY, AUG. 17

CROSS COUNTRY (co-ed): Bluffton, Norwell,
Southern Wells at Norwell Invitational, 9 a.m.

MONDAY, AUG. 19

BOYS SOCCER: Wayne at Norwell, 5:30

p.m.
VOLLEYBALL: Huntington North at Bluff-
ton, 7:30 p.m.; North Side at Norwell, 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY, AUG. 20
GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton at Woodlan, 4:30

p.m.; Norwell and Southern Wells at East-
brook, 4:30 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL: Norwell at Northrop, 6:45
p.m.; Eastbrook at Southern Wells, 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 21

BOYS TENNIS: Norwell at Concordia, 4:30

p.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Bluffton at Northfield, 5 p.m.;
Norwell at Wayne, 5:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUG. 22

BOYS TENNIS: Bluffton at Bellmont, 4:30
p.m.; Jay County at Norwell, 5 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER: Norwell at Blackhawk,
6:30 p.m.

GIRLS GOLF: Norwell at Bellmont, 4 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER: Northrop at Norwell, 7
p.m.

Bluffton’s football opener
moved to South Adams

Bluffton’s home and
season opener for football
won’t be played on home
turf this season.

Athletic director Steve
Thompson released a
statement that the Tigers’
football game against
Blackhawk Christian on
Aug. 23 will be moved SO,
to South Adams High

e Bluffton fans will sit
on the home stands’ side
with gates opening at 6
p.m.. Tiger passes will
still be accepted. Tick-
ets can be purchased on
Eventlink through the
website or at the game
via debit or credit card.
Cash will not be accept-
ed.

School. This is due to the
resurfacing of the track around the field,
which will not be completed by next Fri-
day. Kickoff will remain at 7 p.m.

Other items of note in the release
include:

e The Tigers will be
wearing their home uniforms.

e The game personnel will still be
all Bluffton staff, including the public
address announcer, scoreboard, chain
crew, supervision and ticket takers.

Green Valley Golf League results

George Thomas, Doug Scher, Bill Fore-
man and Ron Blevins were a part of the
winning team in the Green Valley Golf
League.

Dave Willits had a low gross of 30,
while Scher and Scott DeHoff had a low net
of 24. Thomas was the closest to pin and
Don Pettit had the longest putt.

Rookie Jhonkensy Noel hits a
430-foot homer for the go-ahead
run as the Guardians edge Cubs

By BRIAN DULIK
Associated Press

CLEVELAND (AP) — Rookie Jhonken-
sy Noel hit a 430-foot solo homer in the
sixth inning off Drew Smyly, providing the
go-ahead run for the American League Cen-
tral-leading Cleveland Guardians in a 2-1
victory over the Chicago Cubs on Tuesday
night.

Noel’s drive onto the left field porch was
his ninth home run in 32 games since mak-
ing his major league debut on June 26. He
had his first two-homer game Monday in the
series opener, a 9-8 win by Cleveland.

“I don’t know about being in a groove,
but I know I'm a good hitter and I just try to
do damage to the pitcher every game,” Noel
said through an interpreter. “Every game is
the same mindset.”

The Guardians took sole possession of
the best record in baseball at 71-49 with their
fourth straight victory. They also own the
top home mark in the majors, going 37-20 at
Progressive Field.

Pedro Avila (4-1) retired two batters for
the win, while Emmanuel Clase earned his
fourth save in four days — for the first time
in his career — to tie St. Louis’ Ryan Hels-
ley for the major league lead with 37.

“Emmanuel is just incredible, and I'm so
thankful for him,” Cleveland manager Ste-
phen Vogt said. “It’s unbelievable how hard
he works to keep himself available to pitch
every day. The fact that he loves to pitch just
magnifies it.”

Guardians starter Matthew Boyd pitched
5 1/3 innings and allowed one run in his
first MLB game since June 26, 2023, with
Detroit. The left-hander gave up three hits
and struck out six without a walk in his
return from Tommy John surgery.

Boyd signed with Cleveland on June
29, then went 1-0 with a 0.83 ERA in five
rehab starts. He threw 80 pitches, 61 of them
strikes, before walking off the mound with a
broad smile.

“Today was awesome — a milestone —
but this was just the beginning,” Boyd said.
“The energy in this ballpark has always been
palpable and the opportunity that sits here
with this ballclub is special.”

Smyly (3-6) gave up one run in 1 1/3
innings for the Cubs, who are 4-3 in their
ongoing stretch of 14 straight games against
AL teams. They have won 20 of 34 overall
since July 4, the third-best record in baseball
during the timeframe.

“Two tough losses here, for sure,” Chi-
cago second baseman Nico Hoerner said.
“We had some opportunities, but didn’t take
advantage of them.”

The Cubs opened the scoring in the second
on a sacrifice fly by Dansby Swanson. Right
fielder Noel caught the ball deep in foul terri-
tory, but Hoerner beat the throw home.

Cleveland tiead it in the bottom half on
Brayan Rocchio’s bunt single that brought
in Andrés Giménez. Javier Assad mishan-
dled the ball, accounting for the only run he
allowed in 4 2/3 innings.
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Bluffton’s Emma Schwartz drills a drive on Hole 17 at Timber Ridge durmg the regular season

match with Adams Central on Tuesday. Her 36 is a school record for nine holes, her second
record claimed this season. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Tigers’ Eve Corkwell (left) drives on Hole 17 during the match against the Jets. Norwell’s Jes-
sica Bynum (right) putts during the Knights’ match on the front nine in the win over Garrett.

News-Banner Scoreboard

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pct GB
New York 21 4 840 —
Connecticut 18 6 .750 2%

Indiana 11 15 423 10%
Chicago 10 14 417 10%
Atlanta 7 17 292 13%

Washington 6 19 .240 15
WESTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pct GB
Minnesota 17 8 .680 —
Seattle 17 8 .680 —
Las Vegas 16 8 .667 Yo
Phoenix 13 12 520 4
Los Angeles 6 18 250 10%
Dallas 6 19 .240 1
Monday’s Games
No games scheduled.
Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled.
Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled.
Thursday’s Games
Phoenix at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Washington at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
New York at Los Angeles, 9 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Phoenix at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Seattle at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Connecticut at Dallas, 9:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
New York 71 50 .587 —
Baltimore 70 50 .583 Ya
Boston 63 55 .534 6%
TampaBay 59 60 .496 1
Toronto 55 64 462 15

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cleveland 71 49 592 —
Minnesota 67 52 .563 3%
Kansas City 65 55 .542 6
Detroit 57 63 475 14
Chicago 29 92 240 42%

West Division
W L Pct GB

Houston 64 55 .538 —
Seattle 63 57 525 1%
Texas 55 65 .458 9%
LosAngeles 52 67 437 12
Oakland 51 69 425 13%

Monday’s Games
Houston 6, Tampa Bay 1
Cleveland 9, Chicago Cubs 8
Minnesota 8, Kansas City 3
Boston 5, Texas 4, 10 innings
Chicago White Sox 12, N.Y. Yankees 2
Toronto 4, L.A. Angels 2

Tuesday’s Games
Detroit 15, Seattle 1
Cleveland 2, Chicago Cubs 1
Washington 9, Baltimore 3
Houston 3, Tampa Bay 2
Boston 9, Texas 4
Minnesota 13, Kansas City 3
Oakland 9, N.Y. Mets 4

BEER==>BOURBON

THURSDAY -
Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

(/’ff,é

Follow us on K3 for our Events.

123 S Jornson ST. *824-0455

HIDE ﬂWﬂY Frlday & Saturday Bands
Fr:da@Aqu&h
9pm 1'dm - Black Widow!

Saturday nght ht Aug. 17th 7th ~
8-12 pm \The Evolution | Band’

Weekly Drmk Spec:als and E\%ents!

Sundays Blscwts & Gravy
9am--until GONE!

Thank You for Votin: 12 S,
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Hours: Mon. - Tues. 10-6 - Thurs. - Fri. 10-6  Sat 10-3
915 N. Main St., Ste. D - Bluffton
260.353.1099 - themandfstore.com

MF

THE MATTRESS + FURNITURE STORE

10in Stock
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N.Y. Yankees 4, Chicago White Sox 1

Toronto at L.A. Angels,late
Wednesday’s Games

Kansas City (Ragans 9-7) at Minne-

sota (Ober 12-5), 1:10 p.m.

Texas (TBD) at Boston (Houck 8-8),

6:10 p.m

Washlngton (Herz 2-4) at Baltimore

(Kremer 4-9), 6:35 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Taillon 8-6) at Cleve-

land (Cobb 0-1), 6:40 p.m.

Seattle (Woo 5-1) at Detroit (Brieske
1-2), 6:40 p.m.
Houston (Blanco 9-6) at Tampa Bay

(Littell 5-8), 6:50 p.m.

Oakland (Estes 5-4) at N.Y. Mets

(Peterson 6-1), 7:10 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (TBD) at Chicago White

Sox (Martin 0-1), 8:10 p.m.

Toronto (Berrios 10-9) at L.A. Angels

(Anderson 9-10), 9:38 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Oakland at N.Y. Mets, 1:10 p.m.
Seattle at Detroit, 1:10 p.m.
Boston at Baltimore, 6:35 p.m.
Minnesota at Texas, 8:05 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

w Pct GB
Philadelphia 69 50 .580 —
Atlanta 62 56 .525 6%
New York 61 58 513 8
Washington 55 65 .458 14%
Miami 45 75 375 24%

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 67 52 .563 —
St. Louis 60 60 .500 7%
Cincinnati 59 61 .492 8'
Chicago 59 62 .488 9
Pittsburgh 56 62 475 10%
West Division

W L Pct GB
LosAngeles 71 49 .592 —
Arizona 67 53 .558 4
San Diego 67 53 .558 4

San Francisco 61 60 .504 10%

Colorado 44 76 .367 27
Monday’s Games

Cincinnati 6, St. Louis 1

Cleveland 9, Chicago Cubs 8

L.A. Dodgers 5, Milwaukee 2

Arizona 5, Colorado 4

San Diego 2, Pittsburgh 1

Atlanta 1, San Francisco 0, 10 innings
Tuesday’s Games

Cincinnati 4, St. Louis 1

Miami 5, Philadelphia 0

Cleveland 2, Chicago Cubs 1

Washington 9, Baltimore 3

Oakland 9, N.Y. Mets 4

L.A. Dodgers 7, Milwaukee 2

Colorado at Arizona, late

Pittsburgh at San Diego, late

Atlanta at San Francisco, late

Wednesday’s Games

Colorado (Gordon 0-3) at Arizona
(Montgomery 7-6), 3:40 p.m.

Pittsburgh (Keller 10-6) at San Diego
(Pérez 2-5), 4:10 p.m

Washington (Herz 2-4) at Baltimore
(Kremer 4-9), 6:35 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Taillon 8-6) at Cleve-
land (Cobb 0-1), 6:40 p.m.

Miami (Cabrera 2-3) at Philadelphia
(Phillips 4-1), 6:40 p.m.

St. Louis (Gibson 7-4) at Cincinnati
(Spiers 4-4), 6:40 p.m.

Oakland (Estes 5-4) at N.Y. Mets
(Peterson 6-1), 7:10 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (TBD) at Milwaukee
(Montas 5-8), 8:10 p.m.

Atlanta (Holmes 0-0) at San Francisco
(Ray 2-1), 9:45 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers at Milwaukee, 2:10 p.m..

Midwest League

High-A Midwest League Glance
Monday, Aug. 12
No games scheduled
Tuesday, Aug. 13
Fort Wayne 4, Dayton 1
Wednesday, Aug. 14
Dayton at Fort Wayne, 6:35 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Dayton at Fort Wayne, 6:35 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Dayton at Fort Wayne, 7:05 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Tuesday’s Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League
CLEVELAND GUARDIANS —
Reinstated LHP Matthew Boyd from
the 15-day IL. Optioned RHP Peter
Strzelecki to Columbus (IL). Sent CF
Anthony Gose outright to Columbus.

Surprisingly great rates
that fit any budget.

Erin Daugherty, Agent

1085 N Main Street Suite B
Bluffton, IN 46714

Bus: 260-827-0527
erin@myblufftonsfagent.com

o StateFarm

Get greatratesanda
good neighbor.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm s there.

Individual premiums and budgets
will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm  underwriting
requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2101568




DIVERSIONS

Lost connection

Dear Annie: A lifelong friend of
mine moved to Utah a little over a
year ago with a man twice her age.
They met in a similar career field and
travel together. She has been helping
take care of his 10-year-old son.

We were best friends all of our
childhood, and even as we got
older, we remained close to varying
degrees. Before she left, she prom-
ised we’d remain in touch and still
try to see each other when possible.
We even got together for lunch when
she was back in town a few months
after the initial move. We had a real-
ly nice time. At least, I thought we
did.

Since September, I haven’t heard
back from her. I have texted and feel
nervous to call for some reason. My
wife and parents say maybe the rela-
tionship she’s in is isolating her and
she’s unable to reach out. I thought
being with a man that much older
was weird, but my friend has always
been a capable, independent woman,
so I’'m just not sure.

Any idea why she’s ghosting me?

Thank You. — Best Friend For-
ever in Colorado

Dear Best Friend Forever: The
best way to find out why she has
not texted you back is to pick up the
phone and call her. She is your best
friend! This is especially true if you
feel that something is wrong with
her relationship. She would need a
friend.

She could also be busy taking care
of his 10-year-old son. Regardless
of the reason, communication is the
answer to your question. The best

‘Dear
communication is anle

done face to face,
but if you don’t
want to make a
trip, start with a
phone call and
not just a text.
If she is a true
friend worth
keeping, she will
appreciate you
telling her how
you feel. If not,
then you are bet-
ter off without her.

Dear Annie: I lost my husband of
36 years due to rare bone marrow
cancer. From the day of the diagno-
sis to the day of his passing, it was
exactly two months. My family and I
were shocked. GriefShare helped me
so much.

Please inform others to check for
their local support groups via Google
or GriefShare.org/(name of your
town or city). — Grateful Nan

Dear Grateful Nan: I am sorry for
your loss. Thank you for sharing the
link. I hope it helps others find the
support they need.

by Annie Lane

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidelity,
communication and reconciliation
— 1is available as a paperback and
e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

My
Answer

Ministering to people’s souls
is far greater than providing
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BEETLE BAILEY
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By Dr. Billy |
Graham {

Question: My church
is truly a community
church, offering after-
school activities so that
parents can finish their
workdays and then col-
lect their children from
this safe space. Howev-
er, while the church does
well at caring for the
children, there’s no effort
to teach them about
God. The leadership
says plainly, “We don’t
want to offend any of the
neighborhood families
that might believe differ-

far greater than pro-
viding only physical
needs. Often, how-
ever, we earn the oppor-
tunity to share Christ
when a helpful hand
has been extended to
someone in need. Then
you can say with Paul,
“I thank God, whom I
serve with a pure con-
science” (2 Timothy 1:3,
NKIJV).

An elderly couple
had been praying for the
Lord to show them how
they could serve Him.
Physically, they were
unable to venture far

only physical needs

asked if they could pray
with her. A tear fell on
her cheek, and she said,
“No one has ever prayed
for me before.” As
the weeks and months
passed, the couple came
to know the woman and
began looking after her
children on occasion
while the woman went
for medical treatment.
The old couple baked
cookies and taught the
children Bible stories
after school. In time, the
entire family came to
know the Lord.

This is service with
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“The only part of a corn dog
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"THE RESORT STAFF HAVE KINDLY REQUESTED THAT
YOU STOP DOING YOUR CANNONBALL DIVES."
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Difficulty: k%

VEHICLES

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE BLUFFTON POLICE De-
partment is seeking applica-
tions to fill the position of
Ordinance Compliance Officer.
This full-time civilian position is
responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with all city ordinances
and is based in the police de-
partment working M-F 8a-4p.
Duties include downtown park-
ing enforcement and resolution
of weed and junk complaints.
The successful applicant must
be at least 18 years old with a
high school diploma or GED
equivalent, possess a respon-
sible driving history and clean
criminal background. Knowl-
edge of law procedures pre-
ferred. Application is available
on the city's website
www.blufftonindiana.net.  For
more information contact Chief
of Police Kyle Randall at
824-3320 or kyle.randall@bluff
tonindiana.gov.  Applications
are due back August 23, 2024
by 4:30 p.m.

INDOOR GOLF TEAM MEM-
BER

Earn $14 / hour, with full par-
ticipation in the tip pool and
enjoy discounted / free golf
and a flexible schedule!

Work Shifts consist of either
a 6 hour morning shift, span-
ning from 8:30a - 3:00p, or a
6 hour evening shift, span-
ning from 3:00p to 9:30p.
Work shifts are based on a
swing shift schedule so Team
Members will be scheduled
to work every other weekend.
Both morning and evening
shifts are available.

This is a seasonal role. The
season spans from Septem-
ber 1st - April 30th.

parandbelow.com
Click "Join Our Team" to fill
out an application.

Public Notice

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
IN THE WELLS CIRCUIT COURT
DOCKET NO.
90C01-2408-EU-000025
OF WELLS COUNTY, INDIANA

Notice is hereby given that
Cheryl A. Sills was on the 8th day
of August, 2024, appointed per-
sonal representative of the estate
of MARGARET A. CRANDALL,
deceased, who died on the 15th
day of July, 2024, and was autho-
rized to administer her estate with-
out Court supervision.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file those claims
in the office of the Clerk of the
Wells Circuit Court within three (3)
months after the date of the first
publication of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’'s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or those claims will be forever
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this
8th day of August, 2024.

Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
Matthew P. Hayes
Attorney for Personal Representa-
tive
Attorney No. 32002-02
GORDON & ASSOCIATES. P.C.
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 824-9377
nb 8/14, 8/21
hspaxip
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Help Wanted

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT - Purdue Extension
Wells County is now accepting
applications for a full-time ad-
ministrative assistant. Applica-
tion and job description
available online at
www.extension.purdue.edu/
wells or contact the Extension
Office at  824-6412 or
hoover21@purdue.edu. Appli-
cation deadline August 30.

Help Wanted

BLUFFTON POLICE DE-
PARTMENT Now Hiring! The
Bluffton Police Department is
accepting applications for the
position of police officer. Appli-
cant must be 21 years of age
by close of application date,
but less than 40; have a high
school diploma; two-year col-
lege degree or equivalent (60
hours), or three years of work
experience in police related
field or an ILEA Basic gradu-
ate or equivalent. Must provide
college transcripts. Applicant
must possess and maintain a
valid Indiana driver's license
and responsible work experi-
ence. Applicant must pass a
background investigation, writ-
ten test, physical agility test,
oral interview, voice stress ex-
amination, required statewide
baseline physical and psycho-
logical examination and drug
test. Applications may be
picked up at the Clerk-Trea-
surer's Office, 128 E Market
St, Bluffton, IN, between the
hours of 8 am-4:30 pm Mon-
Fri. or online at
blufftonindiana.net. If you have
questions about the applica-
tion process, you may call the
Bluffton Police Department at
260-824-3320, Kyle Randall,
Chief of Police. Last day to ac-

cept applications will be

September 30, 2024
SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

Public

BIDDING ENDS AUGUST 18 AT 2 P.M. - Online only - Vari-
ous Consignors, sellers. Huge 900+ lot. 2003 Polaris 4 four
wheeler, Honda motorcycle, 2008 Lazer EXmark zero turn rid-
ing lawn mower, antiques, collectibles, primitives, modern furni-
ture, fishing equipment, vintage toys, farm toys, musical instru-
ments, very early wood canoe, early high school score board,
complete in working condition, more. Preview: Aug. 15, 3-6
.m., 102 S. Jefferson St., Ossian. Sale managers Rod Fet-
ters, 260-557-8451, Patrick Carter, 260-273-8294. The Steffen
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & STARTS CLOSING AUGUST 18 - 6
p.m. EST - Kathy Stark, owner. Real estate 6 p.m.: Four bed-
room, 1 full bath w/heated flooring, 2,328 sq. feet, basement,
screened in back porch, 28'x30’ heated detached garage,
beautiful 36’x66’ bank barn, famous Minion silo, all sitting on
2.41+/- acres! Personal property 6:30: Vintage outdoor Christ-
mas decorations, extension cords, violin, saxophone, guitars,
music, books, power tools, fishing tackle, household items,
dog pool, Kobalt air compressor, table saw, sectional sofa/bed/
recliner, firetruck bed, dining table & chairs, microwave, Seven
Dwarfs cement statues, Brother sewing machine, & much more!
Pick up Aug. 19, 2-6 p.m., 9841 N 750 E, Ossian, IN. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
AUGUST 22-23 - 9 a.m. - Secured creditors & various con-
signors, owners. 815 Adams St., Decatur. Two day truck &
equipment auction. Day 1, online bidding only: 250+ various
skid loader attachments, mini excavators, mini skid steers, tool
boxes, workbenches, iron gates, chains & binders, 40’ high side
shipping containers, dome shelters, various truck take off parts
& much more! Day 2, onsite and online bidding offering 700+
lots! 2024 Holiday Rambiler, large group of off lease day cabs
and sleepers, Freightliner day cabs, box, dump, utility & bucket
trucks, lots of trailers, shipping containers, skid loader attach-
ments, cars, SUV, pickup trucks, cargo & passenger vans!
Accepting consignments! Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC,
260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
AUGUST 25-SEPTEMBER 1 - Online Only Personal Prop-
erty - Spaulding, seller. John Deere X304 riding lawn mower,
household, modern furniture, vintage collectibles & Christmas,
machinist tools, vintage patio furniture, machinist tool boxes,
vintage boat motors, power tools, much more. Auction preview
& online bidding assistance Aug. 27, 4-6 p.m., 27 Hi Lo Drive,
Bluffton, IN. Sale manager Nick Huffman, 260-827-8255, The
Steffen Group Inc., 260-426-0633, steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 7 - 9 a.m. - Various consignors, sellers. Lehm-
an Feed Mill, 5111 S 000 Rd., Berne, IN. Farm Machinery Con-
signment Auction. Tractors, hay wagons, grain carts, discs,
planters, plows, trucks, trailers, semis, livestock trailers, tools,
lawn & garden equipment, shop equipment, livestock equip-
ment & more! Consign anytime Sept. 4, 5, or 6 from 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Call Heartland to advertise your items! Heartland Auction
& Realty, Inc., 260-724-3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.
SEPTEMBER 8-SEPTEMBER 15 - (Online Only Auction) -
Private Collector, seller. Outstanding collection of 2,000-plus
comic books, large assortment of 8-Tracks, cassettes, CD’s
& DVD'’s, Star Wars figures, DJ lighting, vintage books, dolls,
large Nativity set, toys, collectibles. Previews: Aug. 15, Sept. 5
and Sept. 12 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 117 W. Craig St., Ossian.
Pat Carter, sale manager, 260-273-8294, The Steffen Group
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
SEPTEMBER 17 - 2-6 p.m. ET - Online - Greenbush, Inc.,
farm. Property location: 1231 N 740 E, Marion. 242.9+/- acres,
classified forest, barns, quality farmland, timber, Van Buren
Twp., Grant Co. Tract 1: 80+/-A, barns. Tract 2: 55.5+/-A. Tract
3: 18.3+/-A. Tract 4: 7.1+/-A, potential building site, 42'x56’
barn, 30'x31’ barn. Tract 5: 63+/-A, 55.28+/- classified forest.
Tract 6: 19+/-A, 18.7+/- classified forest. Timber value appraisal
available. Open house Sept. 7, 1-4 p.m., Steve Goodwin (for-
ester) present. Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181, Emma Barr, 260-
494-0992, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-9177, Halderman Real
Estate & Farm Management, halderman.com, 800-424-2324.
SEPTEMBER 24 - 2 p.m.-6 p.m. ET - Online - Don A. Heck-
ber, farm. Property location: 11648 N SR 1 Ossian, IN. 31.63+/-
total acres, agriculture prime farmland, 31.5+/- tillable, 0.13+/-
non-tillable, Topography: Level, Zoning: Agricultural, School
District: Norwell Community Schools. Rick Johnloz, 260 827
8181, rickj@halderman.com, Jason Johnloz, jasonj@halder-
man.com, 260-273-9177, Halderman Real Estate & Farm Man-
agement, 800-424-2324, halderman.com.
SEPTEMBER 24 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - The Estate of Jef-
frey Brown. Two story country home situated on 2.41+/- acres
with outbuildings. This 1,876 SF home features 3 bedrooms,
large living room, eat-in kitchen, utility room and 1 car garage.
Open houses: Sept. 12 and 19 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 7721 N.
300 W. Markle, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., steffengrp.com,
260-824-3006.
SEPTEMBER 25 - 6 p.m. - Online Only - The Estate of Jef-
frey Brown. Land location: 1/4 mile west of Marzane Rd on
Wells County Rd 1200 N (Scott Street), Zanesville. 9.27+/- acre
prime building site in Union Twp., Northern Wells County. Prop-
erty features open land, wooded acreage, a 24’x48’ pole build-
ing. Perfect home site, country estate. “Explore the potential of
this property.” Open houses: Sept. 12 and 19 from 3 p.m. to 6
p.m. The Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, steffengrp.com.
NOVEMBER 14 - 6 p.m. - Becher Family Farms LLC, sell-
ers. Auction location: Adams Co. 4H Expo Hall, 160 W. Wash-
ington St., Monroe, IN. Four tracts, Washington Township,
Adams County. Tract 1: 82.88 acres, County Rd. 200 West, Sec
18. Tract 2: 80.2 acres, County Rd. 450 North, Sec 8. Tract 3:
35.05 acres, County Rd. 450 North, Sec 9. Tract 4: 39.97 acres,
County Rd. 400 North, Sec 9. Heartland Auction & Realty, Inc.,
260-724-3499, heartlandauctionrealty.com.

Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,

260-353-9339.

REPLACE YOUR ROOF with
the best looking and longest
lasting material steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-866-781-6023
0

DIRECTV- ALL YOUR enter-
tainment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-888-885-8931 (l)

FOR SALE

Antiques/
Collections

STAMP COLLECTION SALE
Mint sets, blocks, foreign
stamps, cancelled stamps.
Can purchase entire collection
or partial. Approx. 50 books
plus much more. Call or text
419-371-0608 to setup appt. to
look at collection. Collection is
in Decatur area. 419-371-0608
cgerber@allianceautomation.c

om

NOTICE

UPCOMING EVENT
HAPPENING?

A 20 word, line classified ad
for six days is only $24.50.
Contact the Bluffton News-
Banner office at 125 N. John-
son St., 260-824-0224, or sub-
mit online to news-banner.com
and click on classifieds.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

I| & Save
%J P

413 GOLDENROD CT. (be-
hind Lowes), Thurs.-Fri. 8 a.m.
-4:30 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-noon.
Kids toys, boys clothes 4T-6,
nice adult clothes S-2X, indoor
gate, golf push cart, games,
very nice home decor, 2 adult
Schwinn Mountain bikes.

Receive a free garage
sale kit when placing
a three day line
classified ad.

Lottery Numbers

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 15-23-28-40-

43

Cashd4Life — 18-25-33-
36-56, Cash Ball: 01

Quick Draw Midday —
05-08-11-14-19-23-40-45-
50-53-54-57-58-61-62-64-
66-67-77-78, BE: 64

Daily Three-Midday —

04-01-00, SB:

06

Daily Three-Evening —

03-03-04, SB:

08

Daily Four-Midday —
02-09-06-07, SB: 06

Daily Four-Evening —
01-03-05-05, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening
— 04-07-19-29-31-34-39-
40-45-49-53-58-61-62-66-
68-70-75-78-79, BE: 66

Hoosier

Lotto

Estimated jackpot (for

Wednesday):
lion

$19.3 mil-

MEGA MILLIONS
34-55-59-65-70; Mega
Ball: 12; Megaplier: 4X.
POWERBALL
Estimated jackpot (for
Wednesday): $20 million

Read & recycle
this newspaper

GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

En

‘.
v

Seamless
Sure-Floie
5” & 6” Continuous Gutters

Leaf Protection Systems
Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

www.seamlessgutter.net

JC

GARAG E DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling
)

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding
« Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
« Storm Damage

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL

SCHEDULE TODAY!

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors
A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

2w oFFicE 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market « Bluffton, IN

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

=— 824-1846

«Safety Lighting *Clean Units
+24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com Z
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

W
HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON
THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on E for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. ©824-0455

74, 07(((’/1’
/ &€ /{S‘

soccates

K
STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. + Bluffton, IN » 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

Hu\ma Remodel and Repair
P

[#Repair Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired
Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete « Doors
Windows « Painting
Tile « Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1263

Locally
Owned

Jim Baker

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

ASSISTING IN:
« FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning
» Safe Money Ideas
+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

COUNTRY
PLAC E Apartments

408 Countryside Drive, Ossian

+1& 2 Bedrooms

- Laundry Facilities On-Site
« All Ground-level

- Private Entrances

» Equipped Kitchen

260622-6429
Virtual Tours Offered

2 &

OssianApartments.com

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-

H Healthcare. SO0
ome Healthcare mm.NAELA

As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

We Carry Prevagen and (BD Oil!
B Warren Tﬁamcy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St,, Warren © 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

ELDER LAW

« Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

For as little as

>187

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER W M!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

. you can keep your name in the public eye!
PER ISSUE Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224
or 622-4108

Sept. deadline is
Tues., Aug. 20!






