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Prible named 2024 Street Fair Grand Marshal
By HOLLY GASKILL

In the last 12 years, Erin Prible has 
thrown numerous surprise parties.

She’s made celebrating others’ successes 
a key part of her role as executive direc-
tor of the Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce, in addition to connecting community 
members and promoting local businesses.

And yet, nothing could have prepared 
her for the surprise that awaited outside her 
office door Wednesday morning. Following 
Prible’s example, members of the Bluff-
ton Free Street Fair Association ambushed 
her office, balloons and cookies in tow, to 
announce that Prible would serve as this 
year’s grand marshal for the fair.

“We would like to request your presence 
and your honor to be the grand marshal of 
2024,” stated Heather Morgan, representing 
the association. 

A visibly shocked Prible gasped. “Are 
you kidding? Oh my gosh, I’d be honored!” 
She quickly added jokingly, “You didn’t 
have anyone else to pick?” 

Prible has steered the Chamber of Com-
merce since 2012, through which she led 
efforts to strengthen local businesses, 

Members of the Bluffton Free Street Fair 
Association ambushed Executive Director of 
the Chamber of Commerce Erin Prible at her 
office Wednesday morning with the grand 
marshal announcement. Above, Prible opens 
her door to discover Heather Morgan had 
brought a few guests and surprises to her 
appointment with Prible. Chamber Accounting 
Manager Rachel Reinhard and Project Man-
ager Hattie Wondercheck cheer on Prible at 
left. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)(Continued on Page 2)

Stakeholders gather 
to address infant, 
maternal mortality

By MIA HILKOWITZ, Indiana Capital Chronicle
The Indiana Department of Health kicked off its two-day “Labor of 

Love” Summit on Tuesday with a series of informational sessions address-
ing women’s health, teen pregnancy and infant wellbeing and outcomes. 

At the opening of the summit — which was attended by hundreds of 
physicians, nurses, caregivers and public health officials — Indiana State 
Health Commissioner Dr. Lindsay Weaver announced that IDOH would 
launch a new dashboard on Tuesday to track birth outcomes and infant 
mortality in the state. The dashboard is available on the IDOH’s website 
as of Tuesday afternoon.

Weaver said that infant and maternal outcomes are important markers 
of the greater health of a community. The IDOH partnered with dozens 
of organizations to host the event, including Riley Children’s Health, the 
Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital, Eskenazi Health and the Indiana 
Pregnancy Promise Program. 

“How we go about our work at the Department of Health, is an 
acknowledgement that we’re not going to make improvements and con-
tinue to get better if we don’t have all our partners,” Weaver told the 
Indiana Capital Chronicle. “It’s really everybody coming together and 
saying ‘what can we do as a whole to improve?’”

Ossian Fire Department Chief Ben Fenstermaker addresses the crowd, explaining the need for the safe and effec-
tive equipment for firefighters. (Photos by Sydney Kent)

Ossian, Jefferson Township 
reach 2024 fire agreement; 
2025 contract unresolved

By SYDNEY KENT
After two hours of a heated discussion on Tuesday, 

a contract between the Jefferson Township Advisory 
Board and the Ossian Town Council has been amend-
ed.

With the amendment, the board will pay up to 
$35,000 for labor for firefighters in 2024. A contract 
has not been determined for 2025.

In anticipation of a large crowd, the meeting was 
held at the Ossian Fire Department rather than the 
conference room at LPL Financial. Over 60 people 
attended. 

The issue of paying for fire protection has been 
a topic of discussion at both the advisory board and 
town council meetings for the past six months. The 
Ossian Fire Department services both the town of 
Ossian and Jefferson Township equally. However, the 
township has historically not paid for an equal portion 
of the costs. 

A new contract between the parties for 2025 has 
been negotiated — with no resolution in sight. The 
town of Ossian has requested that the board pay half 
of the costs for services without any stipulations. 
The board has asked that they pay specifically for 
equipment and other items not related to manpower. 
Because of their unwillingness to pay for manpower, 
the board’s promised $79,000 portion of services for 
2024 could not be paid. 

To further complicate matters, in February the 
board passed a motion to approve a new tax rate for a 
fire truck, which would be in addition to the debt fund 
levy currently paying off an old fire truck. Over 50 
people signed a remonstrance protesting the increased 
rate. During Tuesday’s meeting, Heckber announced 
that the remonstrance was denied. 

Multiple township residents raised concerns about 
the increase on Tuesday. Audience members were not 
requested to identify themselves before speaking in 

the public meeting. 
“I really appreciate your fire department, I want to 

keep it,” an audience member said. “My question is 
this: you’re saying that for 2025, our property taxes 
will go up for just one year and then drop down?”

Heckber confirmed the question, adding that for a 
house valued at $240,000, it would cost approximate-
ly $70 with the increase. 

“So why don’t I cut you a check for that today?” 
the woman continued. “Don’t raise our taxes, because 
once they up go up —”

“They never go down,” the crowd collectively fin-
ished. 

Heckber explained that the tax would likely not go 
back down, as it is needed to support future fire pro-

By SYDNEY KENT
One-half of a married couple recently charged with corrupt 

business influence has pled guilty to the charges. 
Brett Allen Rowles, 28, is charged with one count of corrupt 

business influence, a Level 5 felony, and 23 counts of theft, all 
Class A misdemeanors. If the plea agreement is accepted by the 
court, all 23 counts of theft will be dismissed. 

According to a probable cause affidavit, in January Walmart 
Asset Protection reported that a married couple had allegedly sto-
len from the company over 20 times. 

Morgan Rowles, 24, was also charged with corrupt business 
influence, a Level 5 felony, and 19 counts of theft, all Class A 
misdemeanors. Both Morgan and Brett Rowles were reportedly 
employed by Walmart when the thefts occurred.

Between Oct. 29 and Jan. 16, the couple allegedly stole over 
$3,881.69 worth of products from multiple stores. Detective 
Cliff Thomas with the Bluffton Police Department reviewed the 
months worth of footage, noting that the couple would use the 
“Scan and Go” technology to scan several items while failing to 
scan or pay for the rest of their cart. 

Rowles is scheduled for a sentencing hearing in the matter at 9 
a.m. on Aug. 28. Morgan Rowles is scheduled for a pretrial con-
ference in her case at 1 p.m. on August 7. 

sydney@news-banner.com

One pleads guilty 
to corrupt business 
influence charges 

Firefighters handed out bottles of water to the crowd on 
Tuesday.

(Continued on Page 2) (Continued on Page 2)



increase community partner-
ships and offer professional 
development opportunities. 
Among these accomplish-
ments have been the creation 
of Wells County Women in 
Leadership and Wells Coun-
ty Drug Task Force. Most 
recently, the Chamber was 
received two awards from 
the Indiana Chamber Execu-
tives Association for Excel-
lence in Innovation. 

“Erin is a leader in our 
community, and we are 
thrilled to spotlight her in 
this capacity,” Morgan told 
The News-Banner.

“Looking back at the 
people who have been hon-
ored over the years — this 
is very humbling,” Prible 
paused to collect herself. 
“This is very unexpected. I 
never would have guessed 
anything like this. There’s so 
many other deserving peo-
ple to be recognized.” 

Being a Bluffton native, 
Prible was overwhelmed at 
the honor of being selected 
as grand marshall. “I’m a lit-
tle speechless,” she contin-
ued. “The fair has been part 
of my life since I was little. 
We lived just down on John-
son Street, so the fair was a 
tradition for us, night after 
night, being able to come as 
a family and partake.” She 
added with a laugh, “As a 
kid, the Mouse Game was 
my absolute favorite — it 
probably still is one of my 
favorite games.” 

That said, Prible also 
found a new love for Street 
Fair as she moved back to 

the community. 
“To me, Street Fair is 

like a reunion — you see 
people you haven’t seen for 
so many years, and you run 
into them,” Prible smiled. 
“My husband and I take 
great joy in just walking 
up and down the streets … 

Being able to reconnect with 
people is probably the great-
est joy for us as adults dur-
ing Street Fair. It’s such a 
staple in our community and 
such a great asset. It’s such a 
cool thing.”

The 2024 Bluffton Free 
Street Fair will be Sept. 

17-21. Prible and her hus-
band, Mark, will lead the 
Opening Night Parade on 
Tuesday. This year’s theme, 
“Passport to Fun” is also 
inspired by Prible and the 
Chamber’s “passport” pro-
motions of local businesses. 

holly@news-banner.com
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Street Fair Grand Marshal Weather
Thursday, July 25, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:04 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 81; Low: 67; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.32  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 79. North wind 

around 5 mph. 
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 58. North wind 

around 5 mph. 
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 79. Calm wind becom-

ing east around 5 mph in the morning. 
Friday Night: Clear, with a low around 56. East wind 

around 5 mph becoming calm. 
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 82.
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 64.
Sunday: A 40% chance of showers and thunderstorms, 

mainly after 2 p.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 83.
Sunday Night: A 40% chance of showers and thunder-

storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 68.
Monday: A 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 

Partly sunny, with a high near 85.
Monday Night: A 40% chance of showers and thunder-

storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 71.
Tuesday: A 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 

Mostly sunny, with a high near 86.

TYEGER’S PIZZA PARLOUR
tyegerspizza.com

260-827-0700
        931 N main st., 
        Bluffton, IN

ScAn fOR mEnU
facebook.com/TyegersPizzaParlour
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The surprise announcement of Erin Prible (pictured at center) as this year’s grand marshal of 
the Bluffton Free Street Fair was celebrated by members of the Bluffton Street Fair Association, 
from left, Andrea Mann, Heather Morgan, Erica Lehman and Nathan Stauffer. (Photo by Holly 
Gaskill)

(Continued from Page 1)

2024 fire agreement
tection. Several members pointed out 
that Heckber contradicted his earlier 
statement. 

Ossian Fire Chief Ben Fenstermak-
er explained that both the board and the 
town have failed to keep tax rates up to 
accrue with the price of equipment. He 
also pointed out the various fire trucks 
parked in the parking lot outside of the 
meeting, noting the ones that needed to 
be replaced. 

Board members Tim Baker and 
David Haiflich disagreed with Heck-
ber, saying they favored paying more 
interest on a loan for a truck rather than 
raising the rate. However, the rate was 
passed due to Baker’s inability to vote 
virtually at the February meeting. The 
issue of virtual voting was also dis-
cussed. One audience member asked 
why the matter had not been handled.

“One of our members spends three 
months in Florida,” Heckber said, who 
is not in favor of virtual voting. “If 
you’re going to be a member of my 
board, I want them to be there person-
ally.”

“Whose board is this?” the same 
audience member yelled back.

“They belong to the State Board of 
Trustees —” Heckber began.

“They are ours,” another person 
yelled, eliciting applause. 

“The (cumulative) fire fund keeps 
collecting even after that loan is paid,” 
Baker said. “We did not want to start 
another board that came in and was 
paying it off, and they don’t realize it 
and they’re collecting from the tax-

payer.” 
“Taxes won’t go up until we decide 

a budget,” board member AJ Springer 
pointed out. “Right now, it’s a moot 
point. We may have to start an entire 
new fire department.” 

Springer referred to the relationship 
between the board and the department, 
citing a letter from council president 
Josh Barkley ceasing fire protection 
services to township residents outside 
of Ossian at the end of 2024. The ser-
vices were to end due to the board’s 
refusal to sign a contract paying for 
50% of fire protection services without 
stipulations.

During conversations over sev-
eral contentious meetings, Baker and 
Haiflich insisted that they were will-
ing to pay for their promised portion 
of the contract, however, purchases 
would need receipts provided with 
prior approval on an ongoing basis. 
They said they could compromise on 
a maximum of $35,000 for manpower 
— something they were previously 
not willing to do. Springer attempted 
to pass the proposed contract from the 
town in April, however, neither Baker 
nor Haiflich seconded it. 

Springer, along with several com-
munity members, have repeatedly 
asked Baker and Haiflich what their 
plan would be if they lost fire protec-
tion services. As of Tuesday evening, 
that question is still unanswered. 

“This fire department has been the 
holy grail of the community forever,” 
a crowd member said. “You guys think 
you’re going to split it up — you’re 

going to be in for one hell of a fight.”
“We’re looking at buying a tank-

er,” a firefighter from the Preble Fire 
Department said. “If you wait a year 
it’s already another $100,000, or so on. 
We’re arguing about an average of $70 
a year (for the tax increase). What’s 
my insurance going to in January at 
midnight when I don’t have fire cover-
age?”

He also pointed out that an advi-
sory board member attempted to seek 
fire protection services from the Preble 
Fire Department rather than working 
out a contract with the OFD.

“This whole pissing match needs 
to stop,” another audience member 
added. “Where are you getting the 
people? You can start (a fire depart-
ment), that’s nice, but those trucks will 
sit there. That is just foolishness. If my 
house burns, you all are responsible.” 

“We are five months away from this 
contract ending,” someone else mem-
ber added. “Are you guys making an 
attempt to negotiate a new contract?”

“No one here puts in more time and 
dedication than that man does,” Coun-
cil member Jeff Kemfer said, referring 
to Fenstermaker. Kemfer’s comment 
elicited a round of applause. “What 
does it matter if (a truck) belongs to 
you or the town?”

“It belongs to the people,” Fenster-
maker said.

A meeting to discuss the contract for 
2025 has not yet been scheduled. The 
News-Banner will continue to report 
on updates. 

sydney@news-banner.com

Indiana has implemented 
several programs in recent 
years to lower its maternal 
and infant mortality rates. 

Focused conversations
Tuesday marked the 12th 

anniversary of the summit. 
Eden Bezy, assistant com-
missioner and director of the 
IDOH maternal and child 
health division, said the 
agency expanded the event 
to last two days this year due 
to past high attendance and 
demand. This year’s summit 
also aims to help local health 
departments implement new 
solutions. 

“We have been working 
with them to do (maternal 
child health) related work in 
their communities so they 
can learn from the experts 
and from one another,” Bezy 
said. “We’re also emphasiz-
ing our clinical partners who, 
again, have a lot of expe-
rience in this and want to 
share what they know with 
their colleagues around the 
state.” 

The summit includes 
more than 50 panels and 
information sessions over 
two days that address a 
wide range of maternal and 
infant health topics. Several 
of these sessions discussed 
how medical providers 
could use trauma and data 
informed practices to best 
serve patients from different 
backgrounds and ages. 

O n e  s e s s i o n ,  f o r 
instance, focused on how 
providers could build trust 
and relationships with 
pregnant women in the 
Haitian Creole community. 
During this panel, attendees 
learned about the various 
cultural and gender norms 
within this community, 
and how providers can take 
these factors into consid-
eration to deliver the best 
support. 

The Haitian Association 
of Indiana estimates there 
are over 10,000 Haitians liv-
ing in Indianapolis. 

Other panels addressed 
how medical and social 
service providers could 
help improve outcomes for 
preterm infants, navigate 
bereavement and mental 
health support for patients 
who lose a pregnancy or 
infant, and specialized treat-
ments for pregnancy-associ-
ated conditions.

Latest data on maternal 
mortality in Indiana
Mary Pell Abernathy, 

a maternal fetal medicine 
specialist at Union Hospital 

in Terre Haute, and Cam-
eron Willett, director of the 
IDOH’s maternal mortal-
ity programs, also shared 
key findings from a recent 
Indiana Maternal Mortal-
ity Review Committee report, 
which looked at data on preg-
nancy-related and associated 
deaths from 2018-2022. 

According to the report, 
there were 72 pregnancy 
associated deaths in 2022. 
Of these cases, 55 deaths 
were associated with, but 
not directly related to preg-
nancy, and 12 were direct-
ly related. However, five 
deaths were labeled “preg-
nancy-associated but unable 
to determine relatedness.” 

Willett said analyzing 
aggregate data over a five 
year time-span, rather than 
looking at a single year of 
reports, gives public health 
officials a better idea of the 
average state of maternal 
mortality in Indiana.

When looking at the five 
year aggregate data, Wil-
lett said she saw that non-
hispanic black women are 
dying at higher rates in Indi-
ana compared to women of 
other racial demographics. 
The data also reflected that 
most of the reported deaths 
occurred when a patient was 
43 days to one year postpar-
tum, and that more than half 
of the deaths occurred in 
urban areas.

“We like to say that just 
because the care is in a 
county, doesn’t mean that 
these women are accessing 
it,” Willett said.  

The committee found that 
80% of pregnancy-associ-
ated deaths were prevent-
able—which Willett said 
showed there are ways to 
improve outcomes. 

Abernathy also shared 
the committee’s recom-
mendations for local health 
departments, medical and 
social service providers, and 
law enforcement. The rec-
ommendations include fund-
ing substance use resources 
and education, identifying 
at risk-youth, establishing 
additional training for law 
enforcement and removing 
firearms from all households 
with a history of domestic 
violence. She also said the 
state should encourage legis-
lation to increase the number 
of certified forensic patholo-
gists in Indiana. Because 
county coroners are elected 
positions in Indiana, Aber-
nathy said a lack of exper-
tise can impact the quality of 
information collected. 

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

In speech to Congress, Netanyahu vows ‘total 
victory’ in Gaza and denounces U.S. protesters

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
pledged in a scathing speech 
to Congress on Wednes-
day to achieve “total vic-
tory” against Hamas and 
denounced American oppo-
nents of the war in Gaza as 
“idiots,” taking a combative 
stance in a visit the Biden 
administration has hoped 
will yield progress in nego-
tiations to end the fighting.

Netanyahu used the high-
profile address to a joint 
meeting of Congress to 
emphasize longstanding and 
close ties between the Unit-
ed States and Israel. But the 
speech put in sharp relief the 
divisions in American society 
stirred by the war, with doz-
ens of Democratic lawmak-
ers boycotting the address 

and thousands of protesters 
outside the Capitol condemn-
ing the war and the humani-
tarian crisis created by it.

Some of the protests near 
the Capitol turned chaotic, 
including within a few hun-
dred yards of the tightly 
guarded Capitol grounds. 
Protesters outside nearby 
Union Station lowered 
American flags and raised 
Palestinian ones. Officers 
on streets surrounding the 
Capitol brawled with dem-
onstrators, swinging batons 
and spraying tear gas.

Speaking for nearly an 
hour to frequent applause 
from U.S. lawmakers, as well 
as stony silence from many 
leading Democrats, Netanya-
hu said the U.S. has a shared 
interest in his country’s fight 
against Hamas and other 

Iran-backed armed groups.
“America and Israel must 

stand together. When we 
stand together something 
really simple happens: We 
win, they lose,” said Netan-
yahu, who wore a yellow 
pin expressing solidar-
ity with the Israeli hostages 
held by Hamas.

But the Israeli leader 
soon pivoted to a darker 
tone as he derided those pro-
testing the war on college 
campuses and elsewhere 
in the U.S., gesturing to 
demonstrations happening 
on the streets outside the 
Capitol. He called protesters 
“useful idiots” for Israel’s 
adversaries, and said critics 
of his conduct of the war 
were supporters of Hamas.

Netanyahu — making his 
first trip abroad since the war 

started — made no direct 
mention of months of U.S.-
led mediation for a cease-
fire and hostage-release. Yet 
his remarks, while combat-
ive, did not appear to close 
the door on a deal.

“Israel will fight until 
we destroy Hamas’s mili-
tary capabilities and its rule 
in Gaza and bring all our 
hostages home,” he said. 
“That’s what total victory 
means. And we will settle 
for nothing less.”

Hostages freed from 
Gaza and families of those 
still in captivity listened in 
the House chamber. Secu-
rity removed protesters 
in the gallery who rose to 
display T-shirts with slo-
gans demanding an end to 
the war and the freeing of 
remaining hostages.



By MORGAN KELLER
 The Chronicle-Tribune

MARION, Ind. — The 
Chronicle-Tribune filed a 
formal complaint against 
the City of Marion with 
the Indiana Public Access 
Counselor of Indiana 
Tuesday.

The complaint argues 
that the City of Marion 
wrongfully denied a pub-
lic records request by the 
Chronicle-Tribune.

The Chronicle-Tribune 
submitted a public records 
request to the city on June 
28 requesting any writ-
ten communication from 
the city to city employ-
ees regarding how city 
employees should interact 
with and respond to the 
media. The paper made 
this request in an attempt 
to better understand the 
city’s policies regarding 
the media.

Whitney Gilbert works 
for the city as city attorney 
Michael Hotz’s adminis-
trative assistant. She told 
the Chronicle-Tribune on 
Friday, June 28 that the 
city needed two weeks to 
“research and determine 
the resources necessary to 
fulfill” the request and that 
the city would contact the 
paper on or before Friday, 
July 12 with further infor-
mation about the request.

The Chronicle-Tribune 
received that further infor-
mation on Monday, July 
15. Gilbert said, “The one-
page document regarding 
media communications 
will cost .10” and gave the 

paper some time frames 
during which the paper 
could stop by the office to 
pick up the document in 
question.

When the Chronicle-
Tribune arrived at city 
hall to pick it up, however, 
a security guard relayed 
a message from Gilbert 
that she did not have the 
document with her at that 
moment, but that Hotz 
would email it to the paper 
and that Gilbert would fol-
low up later.

Shortly after that, Gil-
bert sent another email 
saying, “Please disregard 
my email from this morn-
ing. I misunderstood and 
misspoke in when I said 
there was a document 
available for you at this 
time. Corporate Coun-
sel should be providing 
a determination shortly 
regarding your request.”

“I see. It surprises me 
that such a simple and 
reasonable request is run-
ning into so many road-
blocks. Now I’m especial-
ly curious about what this 
document(s) may contain,” 
Chronicle-Tribune Manag-
ing Editor Morgan Keller 
said in her reply to Gil-
bert. “What timeline can I 
expect Mr. Hotz to follow 
in providing that deter-
mination? It has already 
been more than two weeks 
to even get a determina-
tion about if you’ll comply 
with my request.”

T h e  n e x t  m o r n -
ing, Tuesday, July 16, 
the Chronicle-Tribune 

received a denial of the 
request from Hotz, “due to 
its lack of specificity. The 
sheer volume of emails 
generated since the mayor 
took office makes it unfea-
sible to conduct a reason-
able search.”

“In addition, to the 
extent that documents 
responsive to your request 
were to exist, they would 
be excluded from disclo-
sure pursuant to Ind. Code 
5-14-3-4,” Hotz’s denial 
continued.

“Well, if they found a 
document, then the search 
wasn’t  unreasonable,” 
PAC Luke Britt told the 
Chronicle-Tribune over 
the phone when giving 
an informal ruling on the 
matter. “Usually, when 
something’s not specific 
enough, it’s not going to 
yield anything because 
they don’t even search 
because it’s too big of 
a  parameter.  …They 
shouldn’t give you the 
runaround. They should 
have given you that docu-
ment on the spot.”

The Chronicle-Tribune 
asked Britt if the por-
tion of the PAC handbook 
that says, “A denial must 

include a statement of the 
specific statutory reason 
for nondisclosure of the 
information” means that 
Hotz should have speci-
fied which portion of Ind. 
Code 5-14-3-4 applied to 
the denial.

“Yeah, you shouldn’t 
have to guess which of 
the 27 subsections may 
or may not apply to your 
request,” Britt said.

Britt  concluded his 
informal opinion by telling 
the Chronicle-Tribune that 
the matter does warrant a 
formal complaint and that 
he would keep an eye out 
for it.

According to the formal 
complaint guide from the 
PAC website, once a com-
plaint is filed and accept-
ed, the Office of the Public 
Access Counselor noti-
fies the alleged offending 
agency. A notice of for-
mal complaint letter and a 
copy of the complaint are 
sent to the agency, which 
has approximately 20 
business days to respond. 
Typically, an opinion will 
be issued within 40 to 45 
days after a complaint is 
submitted. 

St. Joseph Catholic Church pro-
vided a $2,000 sponsorship for the 
19th Annual Duck Race to ben-
efit Family Centered Services, Inc. 
The goal of this race is to assist in 
sustaining FCS’s youth and family 

serving programs. As a nonprofit 
social service agency, local fund-
raising is crucial to FCS’s ability to 
provide lifesaving and life changing 
services to children and families. 

Family Centered Services’ mis-

sion is to strengthen the community 
by empowering families and youth 
through services that educate and 
inspire. For more information on 
FCS, visit fcs-inc.net or call 260-
824-8574. 
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Police Notebook

Sharon Helms, 71
Sharon K. Helms, 71, of Roanoke, passed away Tues-

day, July 23, 2024, at Stillwater Hospice Home. 
Sharon was born on May 18, 1953, in Huntington, 

the daughter of Richard Wilkerson and Pauline (Wal-
ters) Wilkerson. Before moving to Roanoke, she lived in 
Bluffton for over 30 years.

Survivors include her sons, Allen Helms of Angola, 
and Roger (Andrea) Helms of Warren; seven granchil-
dren; and 12 great-grandchildren. 

Visitation will be from noon to 2:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 9, 2024, at Bailey-Love Mortuary, 35 West Park Dr. 
in Huntington. A Celebration of Life Service will follow 
at 2:30 p.m., with Pastor Jason Fields officiating.

OBITUARIES

Locally Owned  Restaurant 
in Wells County!

260-824-4950
1415 South Main Street, Bluffton, IN 46714

Visit Us Inside or at One of Our 
Outside Food Truck Summer Events

• Catering Available
• Have us do the work for a stress free day

In Store or Carry out Coupon
Buy 1 Get 1 Free Pulled Pork Sandwich

Exp. 7/31/2024

Here’s the deal. The right 
insurance should help 
you feel confident and 
comfortable. I’m the right 
good neighbor for that.
Call me today.

erin@myblufftonsfagent.com

By Appointment:
Tues - Wed - Thurs

Showroom Open:
Fri & Sat 11am - 4pm

7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

Amy & Tracy Houtz  
260-227-2145

Family Owned 
& Operated

Best Selection
Incredible Savings

First Bank of Berne is 
Top 100 Farm Lender

First Bank of Berne has announced it has been listed 
for the fourth consecutive year as a Top 100 Farm Lender 
in the nation by the American Bankers Association, the 
largest banking trade association in the United States. 
The prestigious Top 100 list is determined by farm loan 
volume and is compiled by the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. 

“We are proud that the American Bankers Associa-
tion has recognized First Bank of Berne as one of the top 
ag lenders for the fourth year in a row,” said Jayde Ketring, 
First Bank of Berne Agribusiness Banking Manager. “Of 
course, I must give credit to our wonderful team of knowl-
edgeable and experienced ag bankers, who make it their 
mission every day to exceed our customers’ expectations. 
Enabling local farms and agribusinesses to achieve their 
goals is what we love doing.” 

A president comes to Ouabache
Indiana University President Pamela Whitten visited Ouabache State 
Park last Wednesday, sharing photos of her excursion to see the bison 
(above) and climb up the restored fire tower (at left). (Photos submitted) 

Presidential recognition
Gina Eisenhut, left, the current president of the Bluffton Rotary 
Club, presented Jordan Arnold with a plaque Tuesday com-
memorating Arnold’s year as the club’s president. (Photo by 
Doug Brown)

St. Joseph Catholic Church sponsors Annual Duck Race

Pictured in the photo from left 
are FCS Chief Operations 
Officer Lisa Antrim, Fr. David 
Violi of St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, FCS Administrative 
Assistant Emily Wyatt and 
FCS Chief Executive Officer 
Paige Hamilton. (Photo sub-
mitted)

INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 3:14 p.m., 400 

block of East South Street. 
Report of car parts and junk 
behind home.

Tuesday, 3:14 p.m., 400 
block of East South Street. 
Report of overgrown weeds.

Tuesday, 3:34 p.m., 
Extreme Auto. Firearm 
returned from recently pur-
chased vehicle.

Tuesday, 4:35 p.m., 
South Wayne and East 
Cherry streets. License to 
carry permit located.

Wednesday, 3:49 a.m., 
Taco Bell. Report of a sus-
picious vehicle.

Wednesday, 10:36 a.m., 
500 block of East South 
Street. Report of a suspi-
cious man walking in front 
of house.

County:
Tuesday, 2:00 p.m., 100 

South and South Adams 
Street, Bluffton. 15 year-
old warned for disregarding 
stop sign on his dirt bike 
and driving illegally on the 
street.

Tuesday, 4:06 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. War-
rant served to Tessa Kar-
bach.

Wednesday, 9:36 a.m., 

Wells County Jail. Protec-
tion order served to Katie 
McAfee.

Wednesday, 10:34 a.m., 
3400 block of North Main 
Street, Bluffton. Report of 
theft.

Ossian:
Tuesday, 6:49 p.m., 8500 

North S.R. 1, Ossian. Mul-
tiple callers reporting deer 
in driveway, deer was hit but 
still alive. Officer put deer 
down.

Wednesday, 4:32 a.m., 
100 block of West Lafever 
Street, Ossian. Report of a 
driver that struck two parked 
cars.

ARRESTS
Robert Earl Manns, 57, 

Geneva; sex offender - reg-
istration violation, a Level 6 
felony. No bond set.

Daniel William Graham, 
32, Bluffton; probation vio-
lation, a Level 4 felony. No 
bond set.

Tessa Lynne Karbach, 38, 
Fort Wayne; probation vio-
lation, a Level 6 felony. No 
bond set.

Rose Marie Bay, 47, 
Bluffton; operating with-
out  ever  obta ining a 
license, a Class A mis-
demeanor. Booked and 
released.

Chronicle-Tribune lodges formal complaint 
against city of Marion with public access counselor

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” 

obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries 
will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, 
date and place of death, basic genealogical information, the 
date, time and location of calling hours and services and the 
name of the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be 
included, or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a 
“local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and 
will coordinate obituary publication.
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By The Associated Press
Today is Thursday, July 

25, the 207th day of 2024. 
There are 159 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On July 25, 1972, the 
notorious Tuskegee syphilis 
experiment came to light 
as The Associated Press 
reported that for the previ-
ous four decades, the U.S. 
Public Health Service, in 
conjunction with the Tuske-
gee Institute in Alabama, 
had been allowing poor, 
rural Black male patients 
with syphilis to go without 
treatment, even allowing 
more than 100 of them to 
die, as a way of studying the 
disease.

Also on this date:
In 1866, Ulysses S. 

Grant was named General 
of the Army of the United 
States, the first officer to 
hold the rank.

In 1943, Benito Musso-
lini was dismissed as pre-
mier of Italy by King Victor 
Emmanuel III, and placed 
under arrest. (He was later 
rescued by the Nazis and re-

asserted his authority.)
In 1956, the Italian liner 

SS Andrea Doria collided 
with the Swedish passenger 
ship Stockholm off the New 
England coast late at night 
and began sinking; 51 peo-
ple — 46 from the Andrea 
Doria, five from the Stock-
holm — were killed. (The 
Andrea Doria capsized and 
sank the following morn-
ing.)

In 1960, a Woolworth’s 
store in Greensboro, North 
Carolina that had been the 
scene of nearly six months 
of sit-in protests against its 
whites-only lunch coun-
ter dropped its segregation 
policy.

In 1978, Louise Joy 
Brown, the first “test tube 
baby,” was born in Oldham, 
England; she’d been con-
ceived through the technique 
of in-vitro fertilization.

In 1994, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Jordan’s King Hussein 
signed a declaration at the 
White House ending their 
countries’ 46-year-old for-
mal state of war.

Today in History

It’s the heat of the summer, 
which means farmers are constantly 
monitoring the weather, tending to 
livestock, and focusing on pest and 
disease management for their crops. 
Unfortunately, this summer also finds 
landowners reeling from property tax 
statements that hit mailboxes during 
planting season.

Farmers are experiencing a 27% 
increase in their farmland taxes this 
year after a 16% increase in 2023. 
Some farmers’ bills are 
increasing as much as 
60 to 70% due to their 
local school district’s 
debt obligations. No one 
should see an increase 
like that in one year, let 
alone multiple years in a row.

The Indiana State and Local Tax Review Taskforce 
met on June 18 and heard testimony from Katrina Hall, 
INFB’s resident tax expert and senior director of policy 
strategy and advocacy, on behalf of agriculture. She 
shared information about farmland property tax increas-
es and the elements of the farmland formula that impact 
the base value. She also requested on behalf of our 
members that any future reform will address stability 
and predictability, lasting relief, fairness between classes 
and ability to pay.

State Rep. Jeff Thompson, chairman of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, intends to focus this 
upcoming budget session on reducing the complexity of 
the property system, addressing some tax base problems 
— like farmland values — and closely examining how 
to effectively and fairly control the growth of tax lev-
ies. He has predicted that it will take multiple legislative 
sessions to accomplish the breadth of tax reforms being 
discussed. 

In the meantime, Indiana Farm Bureau formed its 
own tax task force and is taking a deep dive into what’s 
impacting a farmer’s tax burden. Many different ele-
ments have been discussed by our internal task force, 
and we’ll continue to work with leadership in the House 
and Senate, as well as other stakeholders to find solu-
tions.

Where do we go from here?
Right now, we’re trying to get to the root of the 

problem to lower the tax burden on the assessment and 
levy side. We’ve had members from all over the state 
reviewing policy priorities from county Farm Bureaus 
throughout the summer, and property taxes were among 
the highest on that list. We will finalize our 2025 policy 
on taxes and other issues at our annual delegate session 
in August and look forward to sharing those with legis-
lators to hopefully find some relief.

How can you help? Talk to your state legislators 
about your personal stories and how your tax bills have 
increased. They’ve been having conversations about 
legislation for the 2025 session throughout the summer, 
so we encourage you to have those conversations with 
your elected officials now so tax issues can be at the 
forefront.

We all have a vested interest in easing our tax burden. 
This is especially true for our farmers and rural commu-
nities who are grappling with predictions of lower farm 
income and struggling commodity markets. Farmers 
will be lucky to break even this year and won’t see 
profit margins large enough to weather these exorbitant 
tax bills. 

Success in agriculture means greater food security 
and a stable economy in Indiana, of which the ag indus-
try is a primary driver. 

Randy Kron of Evansville has been president 
of Indiana Farm Bureau since 2016.

Tax reform is essential for the 
future of Indiana agriculture

Randy
Kron

Hoosier
Opinions

With Biden gone, Democrats rally 
around worst possible candidate

It wasn’t really a surprise that Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced Sunday that he 
will no longer be a candidate for a second 
term. After all, Biden was under crushing 
pressure from some of the most powerful 
forces in the Democratic Party — con-
gressional leaders, fundraisers, former 
President Barack Obama, and especially 
former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. In the 
time-honored Washington way, once Biden 
relented and stepped aside, people who 
just hours earlier had their boot on his neck 
raced to express their heartfelt respect and 
admiration for his judgment, selflessness, 
and patriotism. 

What was a surprise was the speed with which the 
party apparatus ran to embrace Vice President Kamala 
Harris as the new Democratic nominee for president. 
Before Biden’s decision, there was a lot of talk about 
possible replacements at the top of the ticket — not 
just Harris but Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, 
Pennsylvania Gov. 
Josh Shapiro and 
others. But once 
Biden withdrew, 
there was a stampede 
to Harris. By Mon-
day, a majority of 
House Democrats, 
a majority of Senate 
Democrats, a major-
ity of Democratic 
governors, all of the 
state party chairs 
and, most impor-
tant, a majority of 
the nearly 4,000 
delegates to the 
Democratic National 
Convention had 
committed to support 
Harris. 

That is consis-
tent with what this 
column has said all 
along — that it would 
be very unlikely that 
Democrats, obsessed 
with identity, and 
especially with race 
and gender, would 
dump the first woman 
vice president of 
color in favor of 
someone else who 
polls better. So, in 
that way, the move to 
Harris makes perfect 
sense. But viewed another way, the race to crown Har-
ris makes less sense, because she is a provably terrible 
candidate, possibly the worst candidate Democrats could 
field in their current situation.

In case you’ve forgotten, Harris ran for president 
in the 2020 Democratic primaries. It started well and 
ended badly.

Harris chose Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Jan. 21, 
2019, to make her announcement. By early March, 
she had climbed to third place in the 20-plus-candidate 
field, with 12% support, behind only Bernie Sand-
ers and Joe Biden, according to a CNN poll. By late 
April — using the CNN poll throughout — she had 
slipped to sixth place, with 5% support, behind Biden, 
Sanders, Elizabeth Warren, Pete Buttigieg and Beto 
O’Rourke, according to the same poll.

By late June, though, she had shot up to 17% sup-
port, behind only Biden. But by mid-August, she 
crashed, from 17% down to 5%. By November, she 
slipped further to 3%, well behind where she started 
10 months earlier. By the time the next poll was taken, 
in December, she was out of money, out of support 
and out of the race. She announced her withdrawal on 
Dec. 3, 2019, two months before the Iowa caucuses.

There’s a reason Harris rose in the race and 
a reason she fell. The short version is that, for 
Democratic voters, Harris seemed appeal-
ing when she first started her campaign, and 
then they liked her less and less as they got 
to know her. Familiarity with the candidate 
killed her hopes.

Her high point led to her low point. In a 
June 27 debate, Harris attacked Biden for 
Biden’s opposition of mandatory school bus-
ing nearly 50 years earlier, in the early 1970s. 
“There was a little girl in California who was 
part of the second class to integrate her public 
schools, and she was bused to school every 

day,” Harris said to Biden. “That little girl was 
me.” 

Nationally, the debate shot Harris into the top ranks 
of the field in terms of the attention paid to her. What 
voters saw afterward, though, was a candidate who 
had few ideas, who rambled, sometimes semi-coher-
ently, when speaking, and who was not the centrist 

many Democrats were 
seeking. 

For example, at 
her peak, Harris, who 
was then a Demo-
cratic senator from 
California, and who 
earlier, as state attor-
ney general, focused 
on “environmental 
justice,” announced 
that she would file a 
bill expanding the pro-
gressive idea of “jus-
tice” to virtually every 
aspect of American 
life. “Environmental 
justice is intercon-
nected with every 
aspect of our fight 
for justice,” she said 
in a statement to the 
left-wing publication 
Grist. “From racial 
justice and economic 
justice, to housing jus-
tice and educational 
justice, we cannot 
disentangle the envi-
ronment people live 
in from the lives they 
live.” Referring to 
the riots taking place 
across the country, she 
added, “These crises 
we are experiencing 
have exposed injus-

tices in our nation that many of us have known and 
fought our entire lives.”

It’s not entirely clear what that meant, but it is clear 
that to non-progressive ears, it didn’t sound good. 
And on other issues, as an MSNBC commentator 
noted Monday, beyond attacking Donald Trump, Har-
ris in 2020 “struggled to affirmatively say what she 
stood for.” She was, in short, a terrible candidate who 
improbably ended up as Biden’s running mate and 
then vice president of the United States.

Now that Biden’s infirmities have finally caught 
up with him, Harris appears to have the inside track to 
the Democratic presidential nomination. The Trump 
campaign should take her seriously, not because she is 
a good candidate, but because she will automatically 
have the vote of the millions of Americans who would 
vote for anyone other than Trump. That alone means 
she could win. So her GOP rivals should see the Harris 
campaign as a formidable opponent. But at the same 
time, it should be noted — and Harris herself will 
likely make it clear soon enough — that she is perhaps 
the worst candidate Democrats could choose to run for 
president.

© 2024 BYRON YORK

Byron
York

Two-lined spittlebug
All facts about a 

two-lined spittlebug had 
been placed into eight 
sentences on Wikipedia. 
Two of those dealt strictly 
with a two-lined spittle-
bug invasion of Hawaiʻi. Too quickly 
their infestation covered 70,000 ha. 
Ha! Ha? What’s a ha? Research time. 
A ha was the symbol for hectare. 
What’s a hectare? One hectare was 
a metric land unit within a square 
of ground with 100 meters per side, 
or 10,000 square meters. In Ameri-
canese, that meant one ha per 2.471 
acres.

That’s hardly significant for 
Angelkeep. Angelkeep measured 
1.07 acres according to Wells County 
Assessor Laura Roberts. Not even 
half of one ha.

Haha (as in, the columnist was 
snickering as he wrote.)

Probably the same person that 
gave us “ha,” suggested the scientific 
name for the two-lined spittlebug as 
Prosapia bicincta. Say, who named 
it that in 1830? Really Say did name 
it. Thomas Say identified it, named it, 
just like he did for the Say lightning 
bug, now Indiana’s official insect. 
Ha, Angelkeep was not sticking with 
that scientific name. A two-lined 
spittlebug hardly needed a descrip-
tion. The common name described it. 
Well almost.

The black wings of two-lined have 
two orange lines. They are horizontal 
to the wing length, dividing the wing 
area into equal parts. Orange lines 
on black are the exact reversal of 
the black lines on a basketball. Ha, 
Angelkeep was surprised that Indiana 
Fever and Caitlin Clark have not tried 
to capitalize financially on two-lined 
spittlebug. Clark-Spittlebug apparel 
might be a game-changer.

Wiki failed to 
mention two-lined 
had a third line. 
The thorax of two-
lined had a hori-
zontal red-orange 
line dividing the 
black central body 
portion. The head 
area and largest joints of the legs held 
a deep maroon-red color, with small-
er parts in black. Angelkeep math, 
be it metric or American, calculated 
2 + 1 = 3. So why not a three-lined 
spittlebug.

Wiki measured two-lined spittle-
bug as nine millimeters. Angelkeep 
called that 3/8s of an inch. Say, that 
makes sense.

Expect to find one at Ouabache 
State Park. Why? Two-lined spittle-
bugs love to dine on redbud trees. 
If you experienced Ouabache in the 
spring, you noticed all roads in the 
park seemed to be lined with redbuds 
in bloom. The CCC boys of 1592 
planted redbuds along the roads 
knowing full well of the spectacular 
beauty that would unfold each spring, 
long after they were dead and gone. 
Angelkeep possessed mature red-
bud trees, over two decades growth, 
thanks to the gift of a bundle of sticks 
with roots from Kirk Roberts back in 
Y2K.

Angelkeep studied the underside 
of two-lined spittlebug when encoun-
tered at Angelkeep. It somewhat 
resembled the bottom of a painted 
turtle, but much smaller. It seemed 
noteworthy to mention the two lines 
of orange on the wings ran through 

the wing and appeared on the under-
side of each wing.

The abdomen bottom had been 
divided into squares, many squares. 
The abdomen resembled a stained 
glass window. The exception was 
the fact that the red-orange color 
matching the single line on the thorax 
divided the sections. The squares 
themselves were black interiors, the 
area that if a stained glass window 
would have been the bright colors 
surrounded by black lead lines.

Six feet had the terminal digit 
of each leg in black. It appeared as 
though it had dressed to the nines and 
worn dressy black shoes on each foot. 
They stood out against the dramatic 
difference of the larger red leg por-
tions attached.

It’s been three days shy of a full 
year since two-lined spittlebug intro-
duced himself to Angelkeep and 
politely posed for so many photos. 
On the photo op day, it had been rain-
ing. Two-lined walked along a plant 
stem with large beads of water being 
carried on its wings looking like 
pearls of Waterford Chrystal glass. 
Waterford Chrystal, hand-made in 
Waterford, Ireland, remained popular 
but in small quantity at Angelkeep 
due to expense. Ireland’s flag was 
three-striped. One orange stripe. 
Orangemen were from Ireland, but 
that’s political. Angelkeep wrote 
nature, not politics. Angelkeep and 
politics was as uninviting as two-
lined spittlebugs in Hawaiʻi.

Note to self: Why was there a 
reversed apostrophe in of Hawaiʻi? 
Research time.

First, look for the return of two-
lined spittlebug.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals
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Zanesville Lions Club Summer Festival
Saturday, July 27

8:30am - 7:00 pm

www.ColliersComfort.com

Heating • Air Conditioning • Geothermal

260-622-6622400 East Logan St., Markle, IN
260-758-3121

WAYNE      METALS

3095 Van Horn St., Zanesville
(West on 224 to 300 W., Turn right heading north (6 miles))

(260)638-4123

LocaLLy SuppLied
LocaLLy owned

Mon–Wed  9-5pm
Thurs–Fri  9-6pm

Sat  8-1pm

www.decaturdentalin.com
Decatur • Geneva • Bluffton • Berne • Warren

Markle • 758-2121 | Huntington • 356-2400
www.myersfuneralhomes.com

Decatur Dental Services
6496 Piqua Rd • Decatur

724-8746
Geneva Dental Clinic
447 Line St • Geneva

368-7500
Warren Dental Clinic

447 Bennett Dr, Suite A • Warren
375-2626

www.decaturdentalin.com

Berne Dental Clinic
525 W. Parr Rd • Berne

589-2110
Bluff ton Dental Clinic

1417 Baker Pl • Bluff ton
824-5940

Warren Family Dentistry
447 Bennett Dr, Suite C • Warren

375-2246

Welcoming New Patients

A Healthy Smile is a Great Refl ection on You!

Join the Fun at ZANESVILLE Lions SUMMER Festival

Decatur Dental Services
6496 Piqua Rd • Decatur

724-8746
Geneva Dental Clinic
447 Line St • Geneva

368-7500
Warren Dental Clinic

447 Bennett Dr, Suite A • Warren
375-2626

www.decaturdentalin.com

Berne Dental Clinic
525 W. Parr Rd • Berne

589-2110
Bluff ton Dental Clinic

1417 Baker Pl • Bluff ton
824-5940

Warren Family Dentistry
447 Bennett Dr, Suite C • Warren

375-2246

Welcoming New Patients

A Healthy Smile is a Great Refl ection on You!
www.decaturdentalin.com

Bluffton Dental Clinic 
260-824-5940

Warren Family Dentistry 
260-375-2246

Events at Ball Diamond
Church of God - Pancakes & Sausage, Brats & Onion Rings

Old-Time Baseball Game
Lions Concessions - Apple Dumplings/Ice Cream Sundaes and Floats

Downtown - County Line Pizza (open)
Sis & Bubs Dine-In Restaurant

Town Wide Garage Sales
 Contact 705-0534 if you want listed Sales Open Friday & Saturday
Breakfast & Lunch on Friday at the church during  garage sales

Free House & Wagon Rides 
Sponsor - Farmers & Merchants Bank

Camelot Carriages
For further information on event activities, check out these Facebook Sites: 

Zanesville Lions Club - Summer Festival  - Town of Zanesville - Tower Life Center

Car Show Information
DJ Rich McCoy 

Registration - 8:30am-12:00pm
Registration Fees - 

Pre-Register $8.00 - Day of Show: $10.00
2:00pm Awards

After 2pm Join The McCoys for Line 
Dancing & Hula-Hoop Contest

Trophies - 50/50 Drawing
Dash Plaques to the � rst 50 Entries

Door Prizes
Available on site Biscuits & Gravy, 

Co� ee & Donuts & Snacks 

Community Events
10:00am Parade 

Craft/Flea Market Booths 

The Northmen will pres-
ent the 25th annual Alan 
Godsey Memorial Northern 
Gospel Singing Conven-
tion August 2 at 5 p.m. and 
August 3 at noon and 4 p.m. 
at the Memorial Coliseum 
(YMCA), 123 Sutter Way, 
Marion, IN.

Featured are over 30 
Christian music artists from 

across the country. Evening 
concert tickets are $10 in 
advance or $12 at the door. 
Matinee concert tickets are 
$8 in advance or $10 at the 
door. Tickets are available 
at the ticket office, P.O. 
Box 25634, Fort Wayne, 
IN 46825. For more infor-
mation call Cathy Godsey-
Anderson at 260-348-5164.

Tego’s Tips: Sensitive dogs are prone to anxieties 
when separated from their owners for short periods of 
time.

Tego

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells 
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more 
information call 824-6063.

Nugget is a two-year-old, 
Labradoodle male.

Chloe is a 14-week-
old, domestic short hair 
female.

Cleo is a 14-week-old, 
domestic short hair female.

A Talk with Tego

Fremion art in Fort Wayne Museum of 
Art exhibit featuring ‘Hoosier Salon’ art

The art by Indiana artists and work cho-
sen for the “Artists of the Hoosier Salon 
From the Permanent Collection” show will 
continue through Oct. 6, at the Fort Wayne 
Museum of Art. Among the artists are 
Wells county artist Joel Fremion.

Other Fort Wayne area artists included 
are Peggy Brown, Jim McBride, John Hre-
hov and John Kelty

A lecture about the exhibit will be pre-
sented on Friday, Sept. 27, at 7 p.m. by 
Mark Ruschman, Senior Curator of Art 
and Culture, Emeritus, for the Indiana State 
Museum and Historic Sites. (Reservations 
needed to fwmoa.org/events, $15 members 
or $20 non-members).

Other exhibits and their of closing dates 
are as follows:

The work of jewelry artist Bill Smith 
titled “Jewelry’s Maverick”will be on view 
through Aug. 4th.

The art installation drawn pieces of tex-
tile art  by Rowland Ricketts will be view-

able through Sept. 1st.
“Sam Gilliam: His Art of Printmaking” 

will be on view through Oct. 27. Thirty-
four of his prints will be shown.”Diverse 
Directions: Rethinking the Landscape” 
featuring natural landscapes will be hung 
through Dec. 8.

Gallery Hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday (until 8 p.m. 
on Thursdays) and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission is $10 adults, $8 students and 
seniors, $25 per family and free Thursdays 
from 5 to 8 p.m.

Family Tours will be offered on Aug. 
10 and Sept. 14, 10:30 a.m., free with gen-
eral admission and RSVP to fwmoa.org/
events. Tours for families with children 
PreK-12.

2nd Thursday will feature the Hoosier 
Salon Exhibit and tour with curator Sue 
Slick, beginning at 5 p.m., free admission. 
Meet Hoosier Salon artist Scott Kilmer see 
his watercolors.

A series of concerts are being offered on Fort Wayne’s 
canal boat Sweet Breeze. Light refreshments are included.

The schedule includes: Addison Agen: Saturday, July 27; 
Sam Dell (Ohio singer/songwriter): Friday, Aug. 16; Dan 
Dickerson of Harp Condition & flautist Amber Fiechter: Sat-
urday, Sept. 14; and The Raging Bunch: Saturday, Oct. 12.

Tickets may abe purchased online at ridesweetbreeze.com 
or call 2260-427-6000.

Cookbook
author at 
Broken 

Vessel for 
meet & greet

Cookbook author 
Eden Noble will be in 
Bluffton on Sunday, 
July 28, from 1 to 4 
p.m. at Broken Vessel 
to greet readers and for 
book signing.

Noble, the mother 
of three children, is 
the author  of “Feed-
ing the Nobles” that 
champions JERF (Just 
Eat Real Food). In her 
book she shares her 
secrets for preparing 
those meals for her 
family. 

The Swiss Days Quilt Show will be held 
Thursday, July 25 from 6 to 9 p.m., Friday, 
July 26 from 9 to 6 p.m. and Saturday, July 
27 from 9 to 3 p.m. at the First Mennonite 
Church, Family Life Center, 566 West Main 
Street in Berne.

Admission fee: $5.00  -  12 and under free
Quilt Categories include: hand and 

machine quilted items, opportunity/raffle 
quilt, viewer’s choice awards, quilts by kids 
(18 and under), challenge quilts and quilts 
for sale.

Swiss Days Quilt Show July 25 through 27

Star of the show
A 1911 Model T Ford took bragging rights for being the oldest car in the Wells County 
Historical Museum’s parking lot Sunday afternoon as the museum’s annual Ice Cream 
Social and visit from Model A Ford cars took place. The car, restored over a four year 
period by Jay Bolante of Columbia City arrived by trailer as Bolante and his wife Dale 
and friends Rose and Dan had been at another nearby car show and heard about the Ice 
Cream Social and Model A car gathering. 

Museum’s ice cream social
The Annex of the Wells County Historical Museum was the place to be Sunday after-
noon for the annual Ice Cream Social.  Serving up ice cream and all of the fixings were 
Becky Behning and Elaine McAfee, at right. Visitors could view the Wells County Military 
displays as they enjoyed their ice cream as   well as check out the antique Model A Ford 
cars that were brought from Fort Wayne by members of the Old Fort Model A Car Club.
(Photos by Barbara Barbieri)

Sunday afternoon at the museum

Swiss Days at Swiss Heritage Village July 26-27
Berne’s Swiss Heritage Village will be 

celebrating during Berne Swiss Days with 
a variety of events on Friday and Saturday, 
July 26-27.

Friday events
Indoor museum and 12 historical build-

ings open.
Horse Pull: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Saturday events

Site open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with 
events to include a tractor pull, antique 
engine and tractor show, car show, vendors 
and apple dumplings served in the barn.

The village is open Monday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. through 
Oct. 31, closed Sundays and holidays. 
More information at swissheritage.org or 
call 260-589-8007.

Northern Gospel Singing 
Convention August 2 & 3

Concerts on FW’s Sweet Breeze

Entertainment at Ball 
State University’s Emens 
Auditorium over the next 
few months will include:

The Princess Bride: An 
Inconceivable Evening with 

Cary Elwes: Sept. 14
Crowder: Sept. 20
The Book of Morman: 

Sept. 24
Cirque Musica (Holiday 

Wonderland): Dec, 8, 6 p.m.

Oak Ridge Boys: Ameri-
can Made Christmas Fare-
well Tour: Dec, 21, 7:30 p.m.

Tickets now on sale with 
more information at 765-
285-1539.

Events at Emens Auditorium on the campus of Ball State
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By investing in the overall well-being of our co-workers and remaining 

focused on the safety, quality and culture of our health system, we 

have created an exceptional place to work. As the 18th most Inspiring 

Workplace in North America, we are setting the standard of how an 
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with our Community
SUPERIOR PRODUCTS

SERVICE
SOLUTIONS

260•824•0228 • www.moserandsonheatingandair.com

SOLUTIONS

99.98% C L E A N E R A I R
Clean air starts with better air� ow. 
Ask us about installing AccuClean™, 
Humid� ers, Dehumidi� ers, or UV Lights.

219 E. Perry St. Blu� ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

Always Protect 
that Smile!

www.decaturdentalin.com

Decatur - Geneva - Blu�  on
Berne - Warren

New Patients Welcome

By JAMES ROBSON 
AP Soccer Writer

MARSEILLE, France (AP) — On a wild 
opening day for the Olympic men’s soccer 
tournament, the United States came within 
the width of the crossbar from taking the 
lead against host nation France.

Within moments, Alexandre Lacazette 
had the ball in the back of the Americans’ 
net — and when Michael Olise added a sec-
ond for the French, they were on their way 
to a 3-0 win.

“It was unfortunate — on another day 
maybe it goes in,” said Djordje Mihailovic, 
whose long-range effort came back off the 
bar when the Group A game in Marseille 
was still goalless in the second half. “I think 
most importantly, (we need to) emotionally 
recover because we were in the game for the 
first 70 minutes, even after they scored, we 
responded very well.”

Earlier in the day, Morocco beat Argen-
tina 2-1 in a game that was suspended for 
about two hours because fans invaded the 
pitch deep into stoppage time. And the U.S. 
looked like it could produce another upset 
when repeatedly opening France up in the 
first Olympic game for American men since 
2008.

“I can’t say anything to the players. They 
were in the right spot,” U.S. coach Marko 
Mitrovic said. “I have that feeling inside that 
we didn’t deserve to lose this way.”

The United States never came closer than 
Mihailovic’s effort, and France made the 
most of its fortune — responding with stun-
ning strikes from Lacazette in the 61st min-
ute and Olise in the 68th.

Loic Bade added the third with a header 
in the 85th.

“I knew it was going to be tough. You 
guys never give up,” France coach Thierry 
Henry told American reporters afterward. 
“That fighting spirit is always in you. You 
always believe that you can come back. I 
know that. I played in MLS, I coached in 
MLS, so I know that’s something that you 
have.”

It was two moments of quality that ulti-
mately put France in control, with former 
Arsenal striker Lacazette driving low from 
around 20 yards past U.S. goalkeeper Pat-
rick Schulte.

New Bayern Munich signing Olise 
curled a shot from distance into the same 
corner.

Bade’s header effectively put the game 
away and saw France move to the top of 
Group A, ahead of New Zealand, which 
beat Guinea 2-1.

“There was definitely stuff to make us 
feel good going into the next two matches,” 
Mihailovic said.

Morocco 2, Argentina 1
Morocco secured an unforgettable win 

over Argentina — but not before furi-
ous fans invaded the pitch to protest what 
appeared to be an equalizer by Cristian 
Medina in the 16th-minute of stoppage time.

Objects were thrown onto the field and 
security had to restrain fans, causing the 
game in Saint-Etienne to be suspended for 
nearly two hours and the crowd being told 
to leave the stadium.

The goal was eventually ruled offside 
just before play resumed, drawing celebra-
tions from Morocco players as the final 
minutes concluded.

It was a chaotic and dramatic start to the 
tournament after Argentina, which won gold 
medals at the 2004 and 2008 Olympics and 
is considered among the favorites in France, 
mounted a comeback after going 2-0 down 
on goals from Soufiane Rahimi on either 
side of halftime.

Giuliano Simeone struck in the 68th min-
ute and Argentina peppered Morocco goal-
keeper Munir El Kajoui with shots before 
Medina’s header from close range appeared 
to tie it.

That caused outrage from Morocco fans, 
who rushed the field, while others threw 
trash, and the game was officially put on 
hold.

Rahimi had put Morocco ahead in first-
half stoppage time, then converted on a pen-
alty kick in the 49th, which proved to be the 
decisive goal against an Argentina team that 
included four members of the squad that 
won the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.

Spain 2, Uzbekistan 1
Sergio Gomez scored the winning goal 

in Spain’s victory over Uzbekistan to open 
Group C.

The match at Parc des Princes in Paris 
was the first official competition of the 
Olympics and drew some 35,000 fans.

Marc Pubill scored in the 29th minute 
for Spain, which won the gold medal at the 
1992 Olympics. The team has won silver 
twice since then, most recently at the Tokyo 
Games.

Eldor Shomurodov converted on a pen-
alty kick in first-half stoppage time to tie it 
for Uzbekistan, which was making its first 
Olympic appearance.

Gomez had a penalty saved by Abduvo-
hid Nematov in the 59th minute, but some 
three minutes later he scored from about 12 
yards out.

New Zealand 2, Guinea 1
Ben Waine scored the go-ahead goal and 

New Zealand won its Group A opener over 
Guinea in Nice.

New Zealand was awarded a penalty in 
the 24th minute, but Guinea goalkeeper 
Soumaila Sylla dove to punch away captain 
Matthew Garbett’s attempt. New Zealand 
quickly recovered and Garbett scored a min-
ute later for a 1-0 lead.

W E S T F I E L D ,  I n d . 
(AP) — Team doctors have 
cleared Colts quarterback 
Anthony Richardson for 
practice, and general man-
ager Chris Ballard said 
Richardson will be under no 
restrictions when Indianapo-
lis holds its first training 
camp practice Thursday.

Ballard spoke to report-
ers Wednesday after players 
reported to camp in an India-
napolis suburb.

“I’m not expecting any 
limitations right now,” Ballard said.

Richardson was the No. 4 overall 
pick in the 2023 NFL draft but started 
only four games and finished only one 
because of various injuries. He had 

season-ending surgery on 
his throwing shoulder last 
October.

The former Florida star 
did participate in the team’s 
offseason workouts but was 
held out of the final mini-
camp practice as a precau-
tion in early June because of 
soreness in the shoulder.

Coach Shane Steichen 
said then that the coaches 

and doctors would closely 
monitor Richardson’s throws 
in camp and throughout the 

preseason.
Last week, Richardson said he was 

feeling well and ready for camp as 
he donated dozens of helmets to the 
Speedway High School football team.

By TIM REYNOLDS and 
JOE REEDY AP Sports Writers

The NBA signed its 11-year media rights deal with Dis-
ney, NBC and Amazon Prime Video on Wednesday after 
saying it was not accepting Warner Bros. Discovery’s $1.8 
billion per year offer to continue its longtime relationship 
with the league.

The media rights deals were approved by the league’s 
Board of Governors last week and will bring the league 
about $76 billion over those 11 years.

WBD had five days to match a part of those deals and 
said it was exercising its right to do so, but its offer was 
not considered a true match by the NBA. That means the 
2024-25 season will be the last for TNT after a nearly four-
decade run — though not long after the NBA signing was 
announced, WBD said it would take “appropriate action” 
and said it believes the NBA has to accept its offer.

“The digital opportunities with Amazon align perfectly 
with the global interest in the NBA,” Commissioner Adam 
Silver said in a statement. “And Prime Video’s massive sub-
scriber base will dramatically expand our ability to reach 
our fans in new and innovative ways.”

Turner Sports strongly disagreed with the NBA’s move, 
saying it believes the league “grossly misinterpreted our 
contractual rights.”

“We have matched the Amazon offer, as we have a con-
tractual right to do, and do not believe the NBA can reject 
it,” TNT Sports said in a statement. “In doing so, they are 
rejecting the many fans who continue to show their unwav-
ering support for our best-in-class coverage, delivered 
through the full combined reach of WBD’s video-first distri-
bution platforms. ... We will take appropriate action.”

TNT said it continues looking forward to the coming sea-
son, “including our iconic ‘Inside the NBA.’”

Under the new deal, Amazon Prime Video will carry 
games on Friday nights, select Saturday afternoons and 
Thursday night doubleheaders that will begin after the con-
clusion of Prime Video’s “Thursday Night Football” sched-
ule. Prime Video will also take over the NBA League Pass 
package from WBD.

“Warner Bros. Discovery’s most recent proposal did not 
match the terms of Amazon Prime Video’s offer and, there-
fore, we have entered into a long-term arrangement with 
Amazon,” the league said Wednesday. “Throughout these 
negotiations, our primary objective has been to maximize 
the reach and accessibility of our games for our fans. Our 
new arrangement with Amazon supports this goal by com-
plementing the broadcast, cable and streaming packages 
that are already part of our new Disney and NBCUniversal 
arrangements. All three partners have also committed sub-
stantial resources to promote the league and enhance the fan 

By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — 
Cleveland Browns star running 
back Nick Chubb was placed 
on the physically-unable-to-
perform list Wednesday as he 
continues to recover from a 
season-ending left knee injury 
and two surgeries.

The team made the expect-
ed move with Chubb, a four-
time Pro Bowler, one day before 
opening training camp in West Virginia.

While Chubb was the biggest name 
on the PUP list, he wasn’t alone. Starting 
offensive tackles Jack Conklin and Jed-
rick Wills Jr. were also placed there along 
with defensive tackle Dalvin Tomlinson 
due to knee injuries.

Tomlinson’s addition was a surprise. 
He was on the field for practices during 
the team’s mandatory minicamp in June. 
The severity of his injury was not imme-
diately known. Coach Kevin Stefanski 
will address the media on Thursday.

The 30-year-old Tomlinson started 16 
games last season after signing as a free 
agent in 2023.

Conklin suffered a season-ending inju-
ry in the 2023 opener.

Chubb’s season ended a week later 
with a grotesque injury on a carry near 
the goal line against Pittsburgh. The 

28-year-old sustained a torn 
anterior cruciate ligament and 
other damage to the same knee 
he hurt while playing at Geor-
gia.

It’s not known when Chubb 
will be ready to play, but the 
Browns are betting he’ll be 
back at some point this season. 
Chubb has rushed for 6,511 
yards and scored 48 touch-
downs in his five-plus seasons 

with Cleveland.
Not surprisingly, Chubb has pushed 

himself to get back and was recently seen 
squatting nearly 600 pounds in a viral 
video.

Chubb spoke to reporters for the 
first time since the injury in June and 
expressed confidence he’ll be back as 
good as ever.

The team restructured Chubb’s con-
tract in April. He was entering his final 
year of a three-year, $36.6 million deal 
he signed in 2021. Chubb agreed to take 
a salary cut but can earn back money 
through incentives.

The Browns also placed cornerback 
Greg Newsome II (hamstring) and run-
ning back Nyheim Hines (knee) on the 
active/non-football injury (NFI) list. All 
the injured players remain on the roster 
and can return to the field once they pass 
a physical.

Colts’ QB Anthony Richardson 
reports to Colts camp without 
any throwing restrictions

Browns place RB Nick Chubb 
on PUP list from knee injury

Nick Chubb

Anthony 
Richardson

France beats U.S. and Morocco 
gets a win against Argentina in 
a wild start to Olympic soccer

NBA signs new 11-year 
media rights deal with 
Disney, NBC, Amazon

(Continued on Page A2)
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 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

UTV

Motorcycle 
Sound 
Systems

Marine

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.
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to Hiday.
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Is your old vehicle 
as annoying as a 
dripping faucet?

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
New York 21 4 .840 —
Connecticut 18 6 .750 2½
Indiana 11 15 .423 10½
Chicago 10 14 .417 10½
Atlanta 7 17 .292 13½
Washington 6 19 .240 15

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 17 8 .680 —
Seattle 17 8 .680 —
Las Vegas 16 8 .667 ½
Phoenix 13 12 .520 4
Los Angeles 6 18 .250 10½
Dallas 6 19 .240 11

Sunday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Thursday’s Games
No games scheduled.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 60 41 .594 —
New York 60 44 .577 1½
Boston 54 47 .535 6
Tampa Bay 51 51 .500 9½
Toronto 46 55 .455 14
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Cleveland 61 40 .604 —
Minnesota 56 45 .554 5
Kansas City 56 46 .549 5½
Detroit 50 53 .485 12
Chicago 27 77 .260 35½
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 53 49 .520 —
Seattle 53 51 .510 1
Texas 50 52 .490 3
Los Angeles 45 57 .441 8
Oakland 41 63 .394 13

Tuesday’s Games
Cleveland 5, Detroit 4

Miami 6, Baltimore 3
Tampa Bay 4, Toronto 2
Texas 3, Chicago White Sox 2
N.Y. Mets 3, N.Y. Yankees 2
Philadelphia 3, Minnesota 0
Arizona 6, Kansas City 2
Boston 6, Colorado 0
L.A. Angels 5, Seattle 1
Oakland 8, Houston 2

Wednesday’s Games
Minnesota 5, Philadelphia 4
Colorado 20, Boston 7
Houston 8, Oakland 1
L.A. Angels 2, Seattle 1
Cleveland 2, Detroit 1
Miami 6, Baltimore 3
Toronto 6, Tampa Bay 3
N.Y. Mets 12, N.Y. Yankees 3
Texas 10, Chicago White Sox 2
Arizona at Kansas City, late

Thursday’s Games
Baltimore (Burnes 10-4) at Miami 

(Muñoz 1-5), 12:10 p.m.
Detroit (TBD) at Cleveland (Williams 

0-2), 1:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Cannon 1-4) at 

Texas (Scherzer 1-3), 2:35 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Bradley 5-4) at Toronto 

(Bassitt 8-8), 3:07 p.m.
Oakland (Stripling 1-9) at L.A. Angels 

(Rosenberg 0-0), 9:38 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Cleveland at Philadelphia, 6:40 p.m.
Minnesota at Detroit, 6:40 p.m.
Cincinnati at Tampa Bay, 6:50 p.m.
San Diego at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
Texas at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Boston, 7:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Kansas City, 8:10 

p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
Seattle at Chicago White Sox, 8:10 

p.m.
Oakland at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 64 38 .627 —
Atlanta 54 46 .540 9
New York 53 48 .525 10½
Washington 47 55 .461 17
Miami 37 65 .363 27

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 59 43 .578 —
St. Louis 53 49 .520 6
Pittsburgh 52 50 .510 7
Cincinnati 49 53 .480 10
Chicago 49 55 .471 11

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 61 41 .598 —
San Diego 54 50 .519 8
Arizona 52 50 .510 9
San Francisco 48 54 .471 13
Colorado 38 65 .369 23½

Tuesday’s Games
San Diego 4, Washington 0
St. Louis 2, Pittsburgh 1
Miami 6, Baltimore 3
N.Y. Mets 3, N.Y. Yankees 2
Philadelphia 3, Minnesota 0
Milwaukee 1, Chicago Cubs 0
Arizona 6, Kansas City 2
Boston 6, Colorado 0
L.A. Dodgers 5, San Francisco 2
Cincinnati at Atlanta, ppd.

Wednesday’s Games
Pittsburgh 5, St. Louis 0
Cincinnati 9, Atlanta 4, 1st game
Minnesota 5, Philadelphia 4
Milwaukee 3, Chicago Cubs 2
Colorado 20, Boston 7
Miami 6, Baltimore 3
San Diego 12, Washington 3
N.Y. Mets 12, N.Y. Yankees 3
Arizona at Kansas City,late
San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers, late
Cincinnati at Atlanta, ppd., 2nd 

game
Thursday’s Games

San Diego (Cease 9-8) at Washing-
ton (Corbin 2-9), 12:05 p.m.

Baltimore (Burnes 10-4) at Miami 
(Muñoz 1-5), 12:10 p.m.

San Francisco (Webb 7-8) at L.A. 
Dodgers (Kershaw 0-0), 4:10 p.m.

Atlanta (Sale 13-3) at N.Y. Mets 
(Severino 7-3), 7:10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Cleveland at Philadelphia, 6:40 p.m.
Cincinnati at Tampa Bay, 6:50 p.m.
San Diego at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Kansas City, 8:10 

p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
Miami at Milwaukee, 8:10 p.m.
Washington at St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Arizona, 9:40 p.m.
Colorado at San Francisco, 10:15 

p.m.

Midwest League
High-A Midwest League Glance 

Wednesday’s Games
Dayton 5, Fort Wayne 4

News-Banner Scoreboard

By HANNAH SCHOENBAUM 
Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Salt Lake 
City was formally awarded the 2034 Winter 
Olympics and Paralympics following a vote 
Wednesday by the International Olympic 
Committee in Paris, giving Utah its second 
Games after hosting in 2002.

About a thousand sports fans gathered 
in downtown Salt Lake City at 3 a.m. local 
time — 11 a.m. in Paris — to watch the long-
anticipated announcement on a livestream. 
Some dressed in ski gear in the summer heat, 
while others donned Team USA merchandise 
and waved flags with the Olympic rings. The 
crowd erupted in cheers as Olympic officials 
made their final decision to return to a city 
where they said the local enthusiasm was pal-
pable even two decades after it first hosted.

Utah’s capital city was the only candidate 
for 2034 after the Olympic committee gave 
Salt Lake City exclusive negotiating rights 
last year. Climate change and high operational 
costs have reduced the number of cities will-
ing and able to welcome the Winter Games.

Utah has capitalized on low interest else-
where, pitching itself to Olympic officials as 
an eager repeat host if the committee even-
tually adopts a permanent rotation of Winter 
Olympic cities. Olympic Games Executive 
Director Christophe Dubi said Salt Lake City 
would be a prime candidate for such a plan.

Local leaders had their sights set on host-
ing multiple times even before Salt Lake City 
welcomed its first Games, bid team spokes-
person Tom Kelly said. Remnants of the 2002 
Games are nestled throughout the city and 
have kept the Olympic fever alive. Organiz-
ers of the 2034 Games touted that enduring 
enthusiasm throughout the selection process 
and showed visiting Olympic officials how 
they have preserved nearly all the venues used 
in 2002.

“Enthusiasm for the Games was always 
our feeling, on the first minute to the last 
minute, in every interaction we had, both at 
the venues and in our meetings with athletes, 
sports leaders, politicians and the private sec-
tor,” Karl Stoss, chairman of the International 
Olympic Committee’s Future Host Com-
mission, told the full committee Wednesday 
morning in Paris.

Darrell Robinson of Herriman, Utah, cel-
ebrated with his family in the early hours 
Wednesday after his daughter, who was too 
young to remember Utah’s first Olympics, 
begged him to join her at the Salt Lake watch 
party. Robinson also was present when it was 
announced that the city would host the 2002 
Games, and he said it was amazing to relive 
that moment.

The 2002 Games closely followed the 

Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and provided 
a unifying atmosphere that Robinson said was 
needed at the time.

“Everyone was really united, and we were 
able to invite all these countries and just heal,” 
he said. “That’s something we need again.”

Wednesday’s local party coincided with 
a state holiday marking the date Mormon 
pioneers discovered the Salt Lake Valley in 
northern Utah. A drone show lit up the sky 
over City Hall, and parade floats lined the 
streets, merging the two celebrations into one.

In its final presentation to Olympic offi-
cials, the Utah bid team outlined its plan for 
one of the most compact layouts in Olympic 
history, with all venues within a one-hour 
drive of the athletes village on the University 
of Utah campus. The plan requires no new 
permanent construction, with all 13 venues 
already in place and each having played a role 
when the city first hosted.

What was expected to be a simple corona-
tion turned into a complicated political negoti-
ation in which the Olympic committee strong-
armed Utah leaders into helping them lobby 
the U.S. government to end an FBI investiga-
tion into a suspected doping coverup.

Before the vote, Olympic officials inserted 
into Salt Lake City’s host contract a clause 
effectively demanding that local organizers, 
including Utah Gov. Spencer Cox, push to 
shut down the probe or risk losing the Games. 
Cox agreed to the committee’s demands and 
celebrated the final decision, but he said after 
the vote that the shakeup nearly delayed the 
bid agreement.

Securing the bid was central to Cox’s goal 
of cementing the state as North America’s 
winter sports capital. He and other local lead-
ers were in Paris for the presentation, while 
many winter Olympians stayed in town to 
train and join in the festivities.

American freestyle skier Christopher Lil-
lis, a gold medalist at the 2022 Winter Olym-
pics in Beijing, said the 2034 Games will be 
a dream come true for young people with 
Olympic aspirations. He has been training at 
nearby Utah Olympic Park and said the sports 
facilities in the area are “top notch.”

Kate Cross, the mother of a young girl 
who described herself as a “future gold med-
alist skier,” said the Olympics are the ultimate 
source of inspiration. Cross moved to Utah a 
few years after the 2002 Games and is excited 
to attend Olympic events in person for the 
first time — possibly as the parent of an ath-
lete.

“We’re out here in the middle of the night 
because she’s too excited to sleep,” Cross 
said. “It’s given her something to strive for, a 
10-year plan. As a parent, it’s amazing to see 
your kid that motivated.”

By BRIAN DULIK 
Associated Press

CLEVELAND (AP) — Josh Naylor 
singled with two outs in the eighth inning, 
scoring younger brother Bo Naylor with 
the go-ahead run, as the AL Central-
leading Cleveland Guardians edged the 
Detroit Tigers 2-1 on Wednesday night.

Bo Naylor drew a walk against Beau 
Brieske (1-1), then stole second base. 
Following an intentional walk to José 
Ramírez, Josh Naylor lined a ball up the 
middle that second baseman Colt Keith 
could only deflect into center field.

Hunter Gaddis (4-2) struck out all 
three batters in the eighth, and Emmanuel 
Clase pitched the ninth for his AL-high 
31st save to complete a combined two-
hitter.

Guardians ace Tanner Bibee left after 
five innings with leg cramps. The right-
hander winced while walking onto the 
field to begin the sixth and spent several 
minutes stretching his legs, to no avail.

Bibee gave up one run on Matt Vier-
ling’s homer in the first, striking out four. 

Vierling’s opposite-field shot to right was 
his career-high 13th home run.

Cleveland improved to 33-14 at Pro-
gressive Field, the second-best home 
mark in the majors.

Tigers starter Jack Flaherty — a prime 
candidate to be moved before the July 
30 trade deadline — worked six innings, 
allowing one unearned run with six 
strikeouts. The right-hander is 2-0 with a 
1.02 ERA in three July starts.

Cleveland tied the score at 1 in the 
fifth on Steven Kwan’s RBI single. Bo 
Naylor came home after hitting a single, 
then advancing to second on a passed ball 
by Carson Kelly.

Kwan, who leads the majors in hitting, 
went 1 for 4, dropping his batting average 
to .345.

Tigers shortstop Javier Báez, who is 
hitting .178, batted ninth for the first time 
this season and was 0 for 3. Detroit man-
ager A.J. Hinch said the decision “is not a 
slap in the face to him. We’re just trying 
to construct a lineup to give Cleveland 
different looks.”

NASCAR CUP SERIES
Last race: Hendrick Motorsports driver Kyle Larson held 

off Ryan Blaney and Tyler Reddick in overtime to collect the 
Indianapolis victory he tried to get at the Indy 500 in May. 
Larson’s try at the motorsports double two months ago ended 
as rain delayed the IndyCar event. Larson flew to Charlotte 
and the Coca-Cola 600, where rain also delayed that NAS-
CAR Cup Series race. Larson never got on the track as rain 
and the late hour ended any attempt at finishing the race.

Next race: Aug. 11, Richmond, Virginia.
NASCAR XFINITY SERIES

The Xfinity Series takes a longer break than the Cup 
Series with about a month off before racing at Michigan in 
mid-August.

Next race: Aug. 17, Brooklyn, Michigan.
NASCAR TRUCK SERIES

The Truck Series is also off until Richmond, returning to 
the track on Aug. 10.

Next race: Aug. 10, Richmond, Virginia.
FORMULA ONE

Belgian Grand Prix.
Site: Wallonia, Belgium.
Schedule: Friday practices, 7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.; Satur-

day practice, 6:30 a.m., qualifying 10 a.m.; Sunday race, 9 
a.m. (ESPN).

Track: Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps.
Race distance: 44 laps, 308.052 kilometers (191.414 

miles).
Next race: Aug. 25, Zandvoort, Netherlands.

INDYCAR
IndyCar is also off for the Olympics, returning in mid-

August.
Next race: Aug. 16, Madison, Illinois.

NHRA DRAG RACING
Sonoma Nationals.

Site: Sonoma, California.
Last event: Steve Torrance won in Top Fuel and Austin 

Prock won in Funny Car at Kent, Washington, on July 21.
Next event: Aug. 15-18, Brainerd, Minnesota.

WORLD OF OUTLAWS
Last events: David Gravel and Rico Abreu won weekend 

events at Rossburg, Ohio. Abreu outdueled Gravel at Eldora 
Speedway on Friday night while Gravel answered back to 
win the featured Kings Royal race a night later. Gravel’s win 
gave him 99 World of Outlaws victories.

Next events: Friday and Saturday at Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania.

NBA media rights deal
experience.”

The new package on 
Amazon also includes at 
least one game on Black 
Friday and the quarterfinals, 
semifinals and champion-
ship game of the league’s in-
season tournament, the NBA 
Cup.

“Over the past few years, 
we have worked hard to 
bring the very best of sports 
to Prime Video and to con-
tinue to innovate on the 
viewing experience,” said 
Jay Marine, global head 
of sports for Prime Video. 
“We’re thrilled to now add 
the NBA to our growing 
sports lineup, including the 
NFL, UEFA Champions 
League, NASCAR, NHL, 
WNBA, NWSL, Wimble-
don, and more. We are grate-
ful to partner with the NBA, 
and can’t wait to tip off in 
2025.”

ESPN and ABC will keep 
the league’s top package, 
which includes the NBA 
Finals. ABC has carried the 
finals since 2003.

ESPN/ABC will com-
bine for nearly 100 games 
during the regular season. 
More than 20 games will 
air on ABC, mainly on Sat-
urday nights and Sunday 
afternoons, while ESPN will 
have up to 60 games, mostly 
on Wednesday nights with 
some Friday games. ABC 
and ESPN will also combine 
for five games on Christ-
mas Day and have exclu-
sive national coverage of 
the final day of the regular 
season.

During the playoffs, 
ESPN and ABC will have 
approximately 18 games 
in the first two rounds each 
year and one of the two con-
ference finals series in all 
but one year of the agree-
ment.

The return of NBC, 
which carried NBA games 
from 1990 through 2002, 
gives the NBA two broad-
cast network partners for the 
first time.

NBC will have up to 
100 regular-season games, 
including on Sunday night 
once the NFL season has 

ended. It will air games 
on Tuesdays throughout 
the regular season, while 
a Monday night double-
header would be exclusively 
streamed on Peacock.

NBC will also have the 
All-Star Game and All-Star 
Saturday Night. During 
the playoffs, NBC and/or 
Peacock will have up to 28 
games the first two rounds, 
with at least half on NBC.

NBC and Amazon will 
also carry one of the two 
conference finals series in 
six of the 11 years on a rotat-
ing basis. NBC will have a 
conference final in 2026-27 
followed by Amazon the 
next season.

“The return of NBA bas-
ketball to the NBC Sports 
family comes with enor-
mous benefits and excite-
ment for our fans,” Silver 
said. “And through its mul-
tiple platforms — especially 
NBC and Peacock — and 
its expansive resources, 
NBCUniversal promises to 
build on the deep tradition 
and history of the NBA on 
NBC.”

(Continued from Page A1)

Josh Naylor singles home his 
brother Bo with the go-ahead 
run late, Guardians edge Tigers

Salt Lake City celebrates the 
announcement that it will 
host the 2034 Winter Olympics

By CHARLES ODUM 
AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA (AP) — Spencer Steer drove 
in three runs with three extra-base hits, Elly 
De La Cruz also had three hits, including a 
home run, and the Cincinnati Reds beat the 
slumping Atlanta Braves 9-4 on Wednesday.

The second game of a scheduled split 
doubleheader was postponed due to inclement 
weather and has been rescheduled for Sept. 9.

Steer drove in a run with a first-inning 
triple off Allan Winans (0-2) and had a two-
run double in the fourth. Steer added another 
double and scored two runs. Jake Fraley also 
had three hits, including a two-run homer in 
the first.

Cincinnati won both games of the short-
ened series.

Steer said the Reds, who had 12 hits, were 
“spraying line drives all over the field.”

Winans gave up seven runs in only 2 2/3 
innings in Atlanta’s fourth consecutive loss. 

The Braves may look to boost their depleted 
rotation before the July 30 trade deadline.

Atlanta has lost two prominent starting 
pitchers to injuries. All-Star left-hander Max 
Fried was added to the 15-day injured list 
with forearm neuritis, a nerve inflammation, 
on Sunday. Ace right-hander Spencer Strider 
had season-ending Tommy John surgery in 
April.

Braves All-Star second baseman Ozzie 
Albies is expected to miss about eight weeks 
with a fractured left wrist. Reigning NL MVP 
Ronald Acuña Jr. was lost with a season-end-
ing knee injury in May, and Michael Harris II 
has been on the injured list since June 15 with 
a hamstring injury.

With the losses and injuries mounting, the 
Braves, who lead the NL wild-card standings, 
held a players-only meeting on Tuesday.

The Braves left the bases loaded in the 
third and fifth innings and stranded 11 runners 
overall.

Steer drives in 3, Reds beat Braves
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Balancing boundaries 
in blended family

Dear Annie: I am writing because I 
am not sure if I am being “prudish” or 
“straitlaced.”

I will give you a little background. I 
am 63 years old; my husband is almost 
70. We have been married 12 years, 
together 14. His first wife passed away, 
and I am divorced (I had been divorced 
for 19 years when I met him). He abso-
lutely swept me off my feet. He made 
me feel like the only woman in the 
world. He had been a widower for three 
years when we met; we dated for two 
years and then married. He is a very 
good man in so many ways and has 
worked hard to be a wonderful father to 
his children.

He has two grown daughters, 45 and 
50. My two daughters from my first 
marriage are 45 and 36. So they were all 
adults when we married.

Along the way, there have been 
some issues. Here is where I am feeling 
uncomfortable: the interactions between 
him and one of his daughters. Once, 
during a holiday gathering, the daughter 
was laying over on her dad, and then she 
lays down and puts her head in his lap. 
OK, a little uncomfortable, but I tried 
not to think too much about it. Then, at 
her 40th birthday party, she is out danc-
ing by herself and waves her dad out to 
dance with her. No big deal, but then 
she turns around and starts “twerking” 
very closely to him. He is laughing and 
going along with it. As I am watching, I 
hear a couple of people behind me say 
this is getting uncomfortable, and then I 
hear her boyfriend say he is starting to 
feel jealous. I myself am uncomfortable 
and embarrassed.

I attempt to talk to my husband 
about this and tell him the comments. 
His only response was, “I was having 
a good time with my daughter on her 
birthday.” Fast-forward to his oldest 
daughter’s 50th birthday — ANOTHER 
dance with his youngest daughter. Just 

the two of them 
dancing uncom-
fortably close 
and suggestively. 
Again, he laughs 
and goes along 
with it. When I 
bring this up to 
him, he gives the 
same response: 
“I am just having 
a good time with 
my family.”

Is this appropriate? Am I a stick in 
the mud? I was raised in a Christian 
home; does that make me a prude about 
this? I feel so uncomfortable and con-
fused. Therapy or marriage counseling 
is out of the question for him. Please 
help with any advice. — The Prude

Dear Prude: Their behavior is cer-
tainly not the norm, so you’re by no 
means a prude, but remember every-
body’s family relationships are different. 
What seems normal to some might seem 
incredibly odd to another. It sounds 
like both your husband and his daugh-
ter view their dancing and cuddling as 
lighthearted and wholesome — so if 
they view it this way, why turn it into 
something it’s not?

With this understanding in mind, 
have a conversation with your husband 
explaining that certain behaviors make 
you feel excluded and uneasy. Then you 
can land on a compromise that works 
for you both.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNSNo emotion is as 
common as worry – 

and it’s useless
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or Fiction 

Caught Caught! 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Welcome to Plathville Welcome "Episode 2" Forbidden Love Unexpected (N) Unexpected (N) Unexpected (N) Unexpected (N) Unexpected

HIST  38 77 120 269 
American Pickers "The 
Five-Generation Pick" 

Alone "Legacy" Alone "Something in the 
Air" 

Alone "Murphy's Law" (N) (:35) Alone Australia
"Eye of the Storm" (N) 

(:35) Alone "Murphy's Law" (:05) Alone "Murphy's 
Law" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 First "The Invitation" (N) 60 Days In (N) Inmate to (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) After the First 48 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< Miracle in Bethlehem, PA (2023, Romance)
Benjamin Ayres, Amy Groening, Laura Vandervoort.

< Snow Bride (2013, Drama) Jordan Belfi, Susie 
Abromeit, Katrina Law. 

< A Royal Christmas (2014, Romance) Stephen 
Hagan, Jane Seymour, Lacey Chabert. 

< The Christmas Note (2015, Drama) Leah 
Gibson, Lynda Boyd, Jamie-Lynn Sigler. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:40) < 
Drive Ang... 

(:35) <+++ Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (2005, 
Children) Freddie Highmore, David Kelly, Johnny Depp. 

(:05) <+++ The Fifth Element (1997, Sci-Fi) Gary Oldman, Ian 
Holm, Bruce Willis. 

(:35) <++ Mission: Impossible (1996, Action) Jon Voight, 
Henry Czerny, Tom Cruise. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Jokers Jokes <++ Big Momma's House Martin Lawrence. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <+ Billy Madison 
(‘95) Adam Sandler. 

<++ Happy Gilmore (1996, Comedy) Christopher 
McDonald, Julie Bowen, Adam Sandler. 

<+ The Waterboy (1998, Comedy) Kathy Bates,
Henry Winkler, Adam Sandler. 

<+++ The Wedding Singer (1998, Romance)
Drew Barrymore, Christine Taylor, Adam Sandler. 

<+++ Meet the 
Parents Robert De Niro. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:45) <++ Police 
Academy 

<++ Police Academy 2: Their First Assignment
(‘85) Michael Winslow, Steve Guttenberg. 

<+++ Ghostbusters (1984, Comedy) Dan Aykroyd, Harold 
Ramis, Bill Murray. 

<++ Ghostbusters II (1989, Comedy) Dan Aykroyd, Sigourney 
Weaver, Bill Murray. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Speak Emmanuel Acho, Joy Taylor, and LeSean 
McCoy discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

CONCACAF U From Estadio Miguel Alemán Valdés 
in Celaya, Guanajuato, Mexico. 

Pokerstars Big Game 
on Tour 

CONCACAF U From Estadio Miguel Alemán Valdés 
in Celaya, Guanajuato, Mexico. 

WWE Friday Night 
SmackDown 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Outchef'd BBQ Brawl Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Outchef'd 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Housewives of NJ Housewives of NJ Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC (N) Housewives/OC Real Housewives Housewives 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Rock Paper Fairly Odd SpongeBob < Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation (P) Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey <+++ Ratatouille (‘07) Patton Oswalt. Primos Primos (N) ZOMBIES ZOMBIES Big City Big City Primos Primos Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:30) <++ Sweet 
Home Alabama 

<++ The Proposal (2009, Romance) Ryan Reynolds, Mary 
Steenburgen, Sandra Bullock. 

<+++ Cinderella (2015, Children) Lily James, Richard 
Madden, Cate Blanchett. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:20) <++ X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009, 
Action) Liev Schreiber, will.i.am, Hugh Jackman. 

(:10) <+++ Deadpool (2016, Action) Morena 
Baccarin, Ed Skrein, Ryan Reynolds. 

Charlie Hustle (N) Charlie Hustle (F) (N) (:55) <+++ Love Lies Bleeding (‘24)
Kristen Stewart, Anna Baryshnikov. 

(:40) Charlie 
Hustle 

MAX  325  310 515 
(3:45) <++ Now You 
See Me 2 

(:55) <++ XXX (2002, Action) Asia Argento,
Marton Csokas, Vin Diesel. 

<++ Cabin Fever (‘02) James 
DeBello, Rider Strong, Jordan Ladd. 

(:35) <++ Cabin Fever 2: Spring 
Fever: Unrated (‘09) Noah Segan. 

<++ Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit
(‘14) Kevin Costner, Chris Pine. 

(:45) < 
Killing Th... 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) < 
Along Ca... 

(:45) <+++ Die Hard (1988, Action) Alan Rickman, Bonnie 
Bedelia, Bruce Willis. 

<+++ Die Hard 2 (1990, Action) Bonnie Bedelia,
William Atherton, Bruce Willis. 

(:05) <+++ Die Hard With a Vengeance (‘95, 
Act) Jeremy Irons, Samuel L. Jackson, Bruce Willis. 

(:15) <+++ Live Free 
or Die Hard Bruce Willis. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:00) <++ The Best 
Offer (‘13) Jim Sturgess. 

(:15) <+++ At Any Price (2012, Drama) Zac Efron,
Kim Dickens, Dennis Quaid. 

<++ The Weather Man (‘05)
Michael Caine, Nicolas Cage. 

(:45) <++ Hellion (2014, Drama) Juliette Lewis,
Josh Wiggins, Aaron Paul. 

<++ The Best Offer (‘13) Geoffrey 
Rush, Jim Sturgess. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: The Bible 
says we shouldn’t worry, 
but as hard as I try, I am 
surely the chief of worri-
ers. How can I overcome 
this habit? – C.W.

Answer: Almost no 
emotion is as common as 
worry – and it’s useless. 
Why? Because most of 
our worries either concern 
things that will never hap-
pen, or else things we can-
not change.

We’ve heard, “Worry 
is the interest paid on 
trouble before it comes 
due.” Jesus said, “Who of 
you by worrying can add a 
single hour to your life?” 
(Luke 12:25, NIV). Let’s 
cast our care on Him, 
remembering that He is 
our salvation also in the 
time of trouble.

Trust is one answer 

to worry. To cast our 
care upon the Lord is a 
continuing process. We 
should take our burdens to 
the Lord and leave them 
there. Needless worry is 
contrary to the lessons of 
nature.

Someone has written 
a little verse: “Said the 
robin to the sparrow, ‘I 
should really like to know, 
why these anxious human 
beings rush about and 
worry so.’ Said the spar-
row to the robin, ‘Friend, 
I think that it must be, that 
they have no heavenly 
Father such as cares for 
you and me.’”

Jesus used the care-
free attitude of the birds 
to underscore the fact that 
worry is unnatural. “Look 
at the birds of the air, for 
they neither sow nor reap 
nor gather into barns; 

yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not 
of more value than they?” 
(Matthew 6:26, NKJV).

Since God cares for tiny 
birds, why can’t we count 
on Him for every aspect 
of our lives? Christians 
shouldn’t go about wring-
ing their hands, shouting, 
“What shall we do?” cre-
ating more nervous ten-
sion and worry, but trust 
moment-by-moment that 
God is still on the throne, 
working all things out for 
good according to His per-
fect will.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!
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SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery NumbersS U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 16-19-22-31-34
Lotto Plus — 10-15-23-35-40-42
Cash4Life — 02-11-17-19-29, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 06-07-10-16-19-20-22-24-31-

36-38-41-46-51-52-53-54-63-65-78, BE: 63
Daily Three-Midday — 01-03-08, SB: 09
Daily Three-Evening — 04-04-05, SB: 09
Daily Four-Midday — 00-04-08-03, SB: 09
Daily Four-Evening — 06-04-08-01, SB: 09
Quick Draw Evening — 02-05-08-11-14-29-30-33-35-

37-42-52-60-64-69-70-74-76-77-78, BE: 78
Hoosier Lotto — 14-19-22-33-40-46

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $306 million

POWERBALL
31-36-56-58-69 Powerball: 20; Power Play: 2X

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Aug. deadline is Tues., July 23!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Aug. deadline is 
Tues., July 23!

Aug. deadline is 
Tues., July 23!

Aug. deadline is 
Tues., July 23!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Aug. deadline is 
Tues., July 23!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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•   Long Term Care Planning
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A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Rock Creek Twp, Wells Coun-

ty, Indiana that the proper legal officers will consider the following addi-
tional appropriations in excess of the budget for the current year at their 
regular meeting place at 1870 W 300 N - Bluffton, at 6:00 o’clock PM, on 
the 29th day of August 2024.

Fund Name: EMS - Fire   Amount
 Major Budget Classification:
 Capital Outlays  $ 20,000
Total for EMS - Fire Fund:  $ 20,000

Fund Name: Fire   Amount
 Major Budget Classification:
 Capital Outlays  $ 7,600
Total for Fire Fund:  $ 7,600

Fund Name: Cumulative Fire   Amount
 Major Budget Classification:
 Capital Outlays  $ 50,000
Total for Cumulative Fire Fund:  $ 50,000
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be heard. 

The additional appropriations as finally made will be referred to the 
Department of Local Government Finance (DLGF). The DLGF will make 
a written determination as to the sufficiency of funds to support the appro-
priations made within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy of the 
action taken.

Dated 07/16/2024  Doug Dohrman
 (Fiscal Officer)

oj, nb 7/25
hspaxlp

Public Notices
NOTICE

In accordance with Indiana 
Code 5-15-6-3 requiring prior 
notification to individuals when 
records will be destroyed:

Notice to any individuals born 
in the year 2002, who received 
special education services in 
Adams and/or Wells Counties. 
Please contact Adams Wells Spe-
cial Services no later than August 
9, 2024 if you wish to receive 
copies of your special education 
records. All records requested for 
pick-up and not picked up and non-
requested records for persons born 
in the year 2002 will be permanent-
ly destroyed after August 16, 2024. 
If you wish to request records, you 
must call (260)824-5880 to do so. 
Records must be picked up by 
the person who received services 
unless otherwise legally desig-
nated.

nb 6/18 through 8/7
hspaxlp

Verified Petition of Indiana 
Michigan Power Company 

for Approval of Modifications 
to its Industrial Power Tariff – 

Tariff I.P., Cause No. 46097.
Notice is hereby given that on 

July 19, 2024, Indiana Michigan 
Power Company filed a Verified 
Petition with the Indiana Utility 
Regulatory for approval of modi-
fications to its Tariff I.P., – more 
specifically, for approval of addi-
tional terms for customers whose 
contract demands exceeds 150 
MW or is reasonably expected to 
grow to exceed 150 MW at one or 
more aggregated premises. These 
terms include: 1) A contract term 
for an initial period of twenty (20) 
years and provisions to address 
assignment of rights or delegations 
of obligations under the Contract; 
2) A Contract Termination Fee that 
would only apply should there be a 
permanent closure during the con-
tract term; 3) Provisions that allow 
a customers to reduce its contract 
capacity by up to twenty (20) per-
cent during the contract term; 4) 
A ninety (90) percent monthly 
minimum billing demand; and 5) 
An increased minimum amount 
of collateral to be provided by the 
customer. This notice is provided to 
the public under Ind. Code § 8-1-
2-61(a). A copy of the Verified Peti-
tion and other submissions in this 
proceeding is on file with the Indi-
ana Utility Regulatory Commission, 
PNC Center, 101 West Washington 
Street, Suite 1500 East, Indianapo-
lis, Indiana 46204. The telephone 
number of the Commission is (317) 
232-2701. Anyone wishing to pro-
test, challenge, or intervene in this 
action may do so by contacting the 
Commission.

nb 7/25
hspaxlp

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

PLACE A THREE day garage
sale line classified ad in the
Bluffton News-Banner and re-
ceive a free garage sale kit.
Contact the office at 125 N.
Johnson St., 260-824-0224, or
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

HUGE MULTI-FAMILY SALE

1639 E 300 N, Bluffton, Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday, 8 a.m.-5
p.m. Getting rid of kids toys,
clothes, jewelry, shoes, home
decor, furniture, DVD/CD/VHS.

29 WESTGATE ROAD

Thursday and Friday, July 25
and July 26, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Lots of stuff.

ANNUAL GARAGE SALE Fri.
-Sat., July 26, July 27, 8:30-
4:30, 922 South Main Street,
Bluffton. Coins, hunting & fish-
ing items, hardware & house-
hold items, men's & women's
clothing, tools, stamps & col-
lectables, antiques, and more.

OH MY GOSH BECKY, LOOK
AT THIS GARAGE SALE! 910
W. Washington St., Friday 1-6
p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Sunday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. House-
hold items, 2014 HD motorcy-
cle & trailer, table, baby girl,
men's, women's, boy's clothes,
dressers. Lemonade stand to
help my grandson raise "mon-
ey for his bunny."

1015 W WILEY AVE,
BLUFFTON SUMMER TIME
FLEAMARKET 7/26 & 7/27
BBR Imports & Liquidations
LOTS OF SELLERS &
GREAT DEALS. Booths $35
RESERVE @ 260.758.0007
7/26 10a-5P, 7/27 10a-2p

1010 FARMINGTON DR.

BLUFFTON, IN 46714
GARAGE SALE, COME BUY
OUR STUFF! Women's cloth-
ing sizes small through XXL,
Men's clothing sizes medium
and large, Baby girl clothes
sizes 3M - 12M, kitchen ware,
home decor, bar cabinet and
more! Jul. 24 9:00 AM-2:00
PM, Jul. 25 9:00 AM-2:00 PM,
Jul. 26 9:00 AM-2:00 PM Rain
or Shine

Need more employees! 
A 20 word, line classified in the Bluffton News-Banner for a month  

is $52. Contact the office at 125 N. Johnson St.,  260-824-0224,  
or submit online to classifieds.news-banner.com.

VEHICLES
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. (Of-
fer ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-866-
937-1159 (I)
DIRECTV- ALL YOUR enter-
tainment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-885-8931 (I)

Services
BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/hoosier (I)
WAIT UNTIL YOU taste it! 
Send 100% guaranteed, de-
livered-to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks! This package comes 
with 8 FREE PureGround Filet 
Mignon Burgers!  Order The 
Protein-Packed Assortment 
Package! ONLY $129.99.  Call 
1-833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75432VDL or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/Grill-
Faves2546 (I)
DURACELL. THE #1 trusted 
battery brand now offering the 
M150 Portable Power Station. 
When fully charged the M150 
provides enough power to 
charge all your devices - lap-
tops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. 
Give the gift of portable power 
this holiday season - only $199. 
Go to portablepower.info/145. 
(I)

Services

ROWE POTTERY VILLAGE,

Snowden snowmen, bedding,
glass Christmas bulbs, cedar
chest, custom made room di-
vider, many more items. Call
260-758-2474.

Miscellaneous
FOR SALE

GOGO. LIVE AND age your 
way. Get help with rides, gro-
ceries, meals and more. Mem-
berships start as low as $1 per 
day. Available 24/7 nationwide. 
BBB Rated A+ Business. Call 
GoGo to get started. 1-833-
562-1140 (I)

INDOOR GOLF TEAM MEM-
BER

Earn $14 / hour, with full par-
ticipation in the tip pool and
enjoy discounted / free golf
and a flexible schedule!

Work Shifts consist of either
a 6 hour morning shift, span-
ning from 8:30a - 3:00p, or a
6 hour evening shift, span-
ning from 3:00p to 9:30p.
Work shifts are based on a
swing shift schedule so Team
Members will be scheduled
to work every other weekend.
Both morning and evening
shifts are available.

This is a seasonal role. The
season spans from Septem-
ber 1st - April 30th.

parandbelow.com
Click "Join Our Team" to fill

out an application.

Help Wanted
EMPLOYMENT



WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Insisting that “the defense of 
democracy is more impor-
tant than any title,” Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Wednes-
day will explain in an Oval 
Office address his decision 
to drop his bid for reelec-
tion and to throw his sup-
port behind Vice President 
Kamala Harris.

The address offered the 
public their first chance to 
hear directly from Biden his 
rationale for dropping out 
of the 2024 after weeks of 
insisting he believed him-
self to be the best candidate 
to take on former President 
Donald Trump, whom he 
has called an existential 
threat to the nation’s democ-
racy. It also gave Biden a 
chance to try to shape how 
history views his one and 
only term in office.

“The defense of democ-
racy is more important 
than any title,” Biden said. 
“Nothing, nothing can 
come in the way of saving 

our democracy. And that 
includes personal ambition.”

Said Biden, “I revere this 
office, but I love my country 
more.”

Biden’s candidacy faced 
a crisis of confidence from 
Democrats after his abys-
mal debate against Trump 
nearly a month ago, where 
he spoke haltingly, appeared 
ashen and failed to rebut 
his predecessor’s attacks. It 
sparked a mutiny within his 
party over not just whether 
he was capable of beating 
Trump in November, but 
also whether at 81, he was 
still fit for the high-pressure 
job.

Biden tried to outlast the 
skepticism and quell the 
concerns with interviews 
and tepid rallies, but the 
pressure to step aside only 
mounted from the party’s 
political elites and from 
ordinary voters.

On Sunday afternoon, 
while isolating at his 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, 

home with COVID-19, 
Biden finally bowed in a let-
ter posted to his account on 
X announcing his decision 
to leave the race, followed 
up later by an endorsement 
of Harris.

“I have decided the best 
way forward is to pass the 
torch to a new generation,” 
Biden said, saying he want-
ed to make room for “fresh 
voices, yes, younger voices.”

He added, “That is 
the best way to unite our 
nation.”

Biden’s address was 
being carried by the major 
broadcast and cable news 
networks. He pledge to 
remain focused on being 
president until his term 
expires at noon on Jan. 20, 
2025, saying he would work 
to end the war between Isra-
el and Hamas in Gaza, fight 
to boost government support 
to cure cancer, and call for 
Supreme Court reform.

The president was hoping 
to use the address to outline 

the stakes in the election, 
which both Biden and Har-
ris have framed as a choice 
between freedom and chaos, 
but he tried to steer clear 
of overt campaigning from 
his official office and never 
mentioned Trump by name.

“The great thing about 
America is here, kings and 
dictators do not rule,” Biden 
said. “The people do. His-
tory is in your hands. The 
power is in your hands. The 
idea of America — lies in 
your hands.”

Biden was also looking 
to make the case for his leg-
acy of sweeping domestic 
legislation and the renewal 
of alliances abroad. The way 
history will remember his 
time in office and his his-
toric decision to step aside 

is intertwined with Harris’ 
electoral result in Novem-
ber, particularly as the vice 
president runs tightly on the 
achievements of the Biden 
administration.

His advisers say he 
intends to hold campaign 
events and fundraisers ben-
efiting Harris, albeit at a far 
slower pace than if he had 
remained on the ballot him-
self.

Harris advisers will ulti-
mately have to decide how 
to deploy the president, 
whose popularity sagged as 
voters in both parties ques-
tioned his fitness for office.

Biden, aides say, knows 
that if Harris loses, he’ll be 
criticized for staying in the 
race too long and not giv-
ing her or another Democrat 

time to effectively mount a 
campaign against Trump. If 
she wins, she’ll ensure his 
policy victories are secured 
and expanded, and he’ll be 
remembered for a Washing-
tonian decision to step aside 
for the next generation of 
leadership.

Press secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre said Wednesday 
that any question of Biden 
resigning his office — 
which would allow Harris to 
run as an incumbent — was 
“ridiculous.”

Jean-Pierre said Biden 
has “no regrets” about his 
decision to stay in the race 
as long as he did, or his 
decision to quit it over the 
weekend. She said Biden’s 
decision had nothing to do 
with his health.
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JULY 27- 10 a.m. - Elmer J. Jr. & Delila Mae 
Graber, owners. 8350S 850W, South Whitley. 
Productive, tillable land, home, outbuildings, 
Whitley County. Offered in 4 Tracts, 38±A. Tract 
1: 12.5±A farmland, soils: Pewamo, Blount loam, 
Glynwood loam. Tract 2: 5.5±A, 7 bedroom 
home, outbuildings. Tract 3: 2±A, 40’x90’ pole 
building. Tract 4: 18±A farmland, soils: Pewamo, 
Glynwood loam, Blount loam. Purchase individ-
ually or combination. Sale manager, Ritter Cox, 
260-609-3306, Schrader Real Estate and Auc-
tion Company, Inc., SchraderAuction.com, 800-
451-2709.
JULY 28 - 4 p.m. - Online Only - Multiple 
consignors, owners. 1,000+ lots! 50+ fire-
arms, long guns & hand guns, large selection of 
ammo, gun safe, Honda generator, hand tools, 
household items, lawn & garden, 300 lots of 
collectable vintage dollhouses, mini dollhouse 
furniture sets with accessories and much more! 
Preview July 25, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm Street, 
Decatur. Pick up July 29, 1-6 p.m., July 30, 9 
a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
AUGUST 8 - BIDDING OPEN FROM 9 A.M. 
TO 6 P.M. - Online only - Estate of Richard 
W. Stultz. 1,920 SF tri-level home in desirable 
Old Creek Neighborhood. Featuring 2 possible 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, oversized 4-car attached 
garage, 60’x23’, large lot, close to Bluffton 
schools. Property offers prime location and offer 
“Renovation Opportunity”. Explore the possi-
bilities. Open houses: July 30, Aug. 6 from 5-6 
p.m., 1420 Brookhaven, Bluffton, IN. Sale man-
agers Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684, Rod 
Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Steffen Group Inc., 
260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING AUGUST 11 - 6 
p.m. & 6:30 p.m. EST - Jeanette Furhman & 
Robert Furhman estate, owner. 6 p.m.: Cape 
Cod style, 3 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath, 3,093 sf, full 
basement w/Hitzer stove, Geothermal w/backup 
LP furnace, Generac 11 kw whole house gen-

erator, pole barns, 2-car attached garage, sitting 
on 10+/- wooded acres! 6:30: John Deere Gator, 
Gehl Track loade, John Deere mower, Chevy 
Silverado, 51k miles, Massey Ferguson trac-
tor, 3 point attachments, tilt bed trailer, outdoor 
items, large selection of hand & power tools, 
long & hand guns, antiques, primitives, furniture, 
household, more! Preview July 29, 5-7 p.m., 
4182 W 900 N, Decatur. Pick up Aug. 12, 2-6 
p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-
724-7402, kjauction.com.
BIDDING ENDS AUGUST 18 AT 2 P.M. - 
Online only - Various Consignors, sellers. 
Huge 900+ lot. 2003 Polaris 4 four wheeler, 
Honda motorcycle, 2008 Lazer EXmark zero 
turn riding lawn mower, antiques, collectibles, 
primitives, modern furniture, fishing equipment, 
vintage toys, farm toys, musical instruments, 
very early wood canoe, early high school score 
board, complete in working condition, more. 
Preview: Aug. 13, Aug. 15, 3-6 p.m., 102 S. Jef-
ferson St., Ossian. Sale managers Rod Fetters, 
260-557-8451, Patrick Carter, 260-273-8294. 
The Steffen Group Inc., steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & STARTS CLOS-
ING AUGUST 18 - 6 p.m. EST - Kathy Stark, 
owner. Real estate 6 p.m.: Four bedroom, 1 full 
bath w/heated flooring, 2,328 sq. feet, base-
ment, screened in back porch, 28’x30’ heated 
detached garage, beautiful 36’x66’ bank barn, 
famous Minion silo, all sitting on 2.41+/- acres! 
Personal property 6:30: Vintage outdoor Christ-
mas decorations, extension cords, violin, saxo-
phone, guitars, music, books, power tools, fish-
ing tackle, household items, dog pool, Kobalt 
air compressor, table saw, sectional sofa/bed/
recliner, firetruck bed, dining table & chairs, 
microwave, Seven Dwarfs cement statues, 
Brother sewing machine, & much more! Preview 
Aug. 5, 5-6 p.m., 9841 N 750 E, Ossian, IN. Pick 
up Aug. 19, 2-6 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.
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Biden uses Oval Office address to explain decision to quit 2024 race

NASA telescope spots super Jupiter that takes 
more than a century to go around its star

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — A 
super Jupiter has been spotted around a 
neighboring star by the Webb Space Tele-
scope — and it has a super orbit.

The planet is roughly the same diam-
eter as Jupiter, but with six times the mass. 
Its atmosphere is also rich in hydrogen like 
Jupiter’s.

One big difference: It takes this planet 
more than a century, possibly as long as 250 
years, to go around its star. It’s 15 times the 
distance from its star than Earth is to the 
sun.

Scientists had long suspected a big planet 
circled this star 12 light-years away, but not 
this massive or far from its star. A light-year 
is 5.8 trillion miles. These new observations 
show the planet orbits the star Epsilon Indi 
A, part of a three-star system.

An international team led by Max Planck 
Institute for Astronomy’s Elisabeth Mat-
thews in Germany collected the images last 
year and published the findings Wednesday 
in the journal Nature.

Astronomers directly observed the 
incredibly old and cold gas giant — a rare 
and tricky feat — by masking the star 
through use of a special shading device on 
Webb. By blocking the starlight, the planet 
stood out as a pinpoint of infrared light.

The planet and star clock in at 3.5 bil-

lion years old, 1 billion years younger than 
our own solar system, but still considered 
old and brighter than expected, according to 
Matthews.

The star is so close and bright to our own 
solar system that it’s visible with the naked 
eye in the Southern Hemisphere.

Don’t bet on life, though.
“This is a gas giant with no hard surface 

or liquid water oceans,” Matthews said in an 
email.

It’s unlikely this solar system sports more 
gas giants, she said, but small rocky worlds 
could be lurking there.

Worlds similar to Jupiter can help scien-
tists understand “how these planets evolve 
over giga-year timescales,” she said.

The first planets outside our solar system 
— dubbed exoplanets — were confirmed in 
the early 1990s. NASA’s tally now stands at 
5,690 as of mid-July. The vast majority were 
detected via the transit method, in which a 
fleeting dip in starlight, repeated at regular 
intervals, indicates an orbiting planet.

Telescopes in space and also on the 
ground are on the hunt for even more, espe-
cially planets that might be similar to Earth.

Launched in 2021, NASA and the Euro-
pean Space Agency’s Webb telescope is the 
biggest and most powerful astronomical 
observatory ever placed in space.
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DIAMOND MEMBERS
Crop Performance
Fairway Floor Covering LLC
First Bank of Berne
Jerry Flack & Associates
Meridian Health Services
Mitchell Enterprises
Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home
Truland Equipment
Two Brothers Generator - Happily Housed 
with Bobcat of Fort Wayne

Valero Renewables Bluff ton
Wells County 4-H Junior Leaders

GOLD MEMBERS
AdamsWells Internet Telecom TV
Bluff ton Regional Medical Center
DC Nash Farms
Dicky’s Express Car Wash
First Merchants Bank
Les Gerber Insurance
Linder Oil Company
Meyer Building LLC
Nati onal Oil & Gas Inc.
Renovate Counseling Services
Rock Creek Stone Quarry
St. Joseph Catholic Church
Trusted Soluti ons Group

SILVER MEMBERS
A-1-U Stor

A.T. Ferrell Company Inc
Bluff ton Dental Clinic - Dr. Pam Johnson
Bluff ton Roofi ng Company
Bluff ton Rotary Club
Bummies Inc
Commodity Blenders LLC
Complete Smiles - Laura Kukelhan, DDS
Daniel’s Jewlers Inc
Dazey’s Supply
Dorrance & Dorthy Sti nson
Eyecare Associates of Bluff ton
Four Star Services, Inc
Garry & Lisa Miller Family
Gorgon & Associates, P.C.
Habegger Ace Lumber of Bluff ton
Helen Witt e
Huff man Maine - Anjou
Indiana Physical Therapy
Isch Seeds, LLC
K & A Farms
Kim Genti s - Raymond James
Mike Lampton - Farm Bureau Insurance
Monti pelier Ag LLC Feed Store
Patt  Wall
Prible Ag Products
Peyton’s Northern
Phenix Farms, Inc
Roger Sherer
Shelton Financial Group
Smiths Garage & Trucking

Steiner Transport
Studabaker Specialty Woodwords, LLC
Swearingen Elder Law, LLC
Welches All Vehicle Repair

BRONZE MEMBERS
A Harvest of Health Nutriti on & Wellness 
Center

American Legion Post III
Goodwin - Cale & Harnish Memorial 
Chapel

Honegger Animal Clinic
Marla & Gene Donaghy
Randal & Lisa Smith
Resource Maintenance
Sue Girod
Wells County Automoti ve Supply Inc.
Wells County Republicans

DAY MEMBERS
Aff olders Equipment Sales, Inc
Ag Best LLC
Berne Apparel
Bluff ton Family Eyecare
Farm Credit Mid-America
Hurryin Harrisons 4-H Club
REM Johnston Printi ng
Roembke Mfg & Design Inc
Opti mist Club of Bluff ton
Ossian Health Care and Rehabilitati on

If we have inadvertently 
left someone out 

please accept our apology.

Wells County
4-H Association

to All Who supported, helped or participated in the 4-H Fair.
Without your support & e� ort the 4-H Fair would not be such a success.

THANK YOU...

Body camera video focused attention on Illinois deputy’s fatal shooting of Sonya Massey
By JOHN O’CONNOR

 Associated Press
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — 

A riveted nation watched video 
released this week of a sheriff’s 
deputy fatally shooting Sonya 
Massey, a 36-year-old Black 
woman who called 911 for assis-
tance, in her Illinois home.

Sean Grayson, 14 months into 
his career as a deputy sheriff for 
Sangamon County in the center of 
the state, is charged with murder in 
Massey’s death, the latest example 
of law enforcement officers shoot-
ing Black people in their homes 
across the country.

Here’s what we know about the 
shooting and the former deputy now 
facing years in prison if convicted.

What happened that day?
At 12:50 a.m. on July 6, 

Massey called 911 with her fears 
about a prowler around her home 
in an unincorporated neighbor-
hood of Springfield, 200 miles 
southeast of Chicago.

Video from body cameras worn 
by Grayson and another deputy 
show a search around Massey’s 
house and in surrounding yards. 
They found a black SUV with bro-
ken windows in an adjacent drive-
way before Massey came to the 
front door. When Massey opened 
the door, she said, “Don’t hurt 

me,” seemed confused and repeat-
ed, “Please God” and said, “I don’t 
know what to do.”

It isn’t clear why Massey and 
Grayson went inside the house, 
followed by the other deputy.

Grayson asked for her name to 
include on a report as the depu-
ties prepared to leave. Massey was 
searching her purse for ID when 
Grayson pointed out a pot over a 
flame on the stove.

Massey quickly went to the 
stove, moved the pan toward a 
sink and asked Grayson, “Where 
are you going?” He had stepped 
back and remained in the living 
room of the small home, separated 
from her by a cluttered counter.

Grayson and Massey chuckled 
as he replied, “Away from your 
hot, steaming water.” Massey then 
unexpectedly said, “I rebuke you 
in the name of Jesus,” prompting 
Grayson to pull his 9 mm pistol and 
tell her, “You better (expletive) not 
or I swear to God I’ll (expletive) 
shoot you in your (expletive) face.”

He repeatedly yelled at Massey 
to put down the pot. She apolo-
gized and ducked before Grayson 
fired three times, striking Massey 
once in the head.

What charges were filed?
A grand jury indicted Grayson 

on charges of first-degree murder, 

aggravated battery with a firearm 
and official misconduct. If con-
victed, he faces prison sentences 
of 45 years to life for murder, six 
to 30 years for battery and two to 
five years for misconduct.

He is being held in the Men-
ard County Jail without bond. He 
pleaded not guilty and his defense 
attorney has declined to comment 
on the case.

Who was Sonya Massey?
The mother of two — 17-year-

old Malachi Hill Massey and 
15-year-old Jeannette “Summer” 
Massey — was from a large fami-
ly with many cousins who thought 
of her as a sister.

“She was loving, caring. Her 
cousins — she loved her cousins,” 
Malachi said. “She was just a ball 
of energy. We’d go anywhere; if 
she wanted to talk to someone, 
she’d go talk to them. She was 
just a loving person. She always 
helped people, too.”

Massey, who was unemployed, 
had struggled with mental illness 
and undergone treatment. That 
might explain her puzzling state-
ment to Grayson, “I rebuke you in 
the name of Jesus,” according to 
the family’s lawyer, Ben Crump. 
But it also speaks to her strong 
religious faith, he said.

What have prosecutors said?

In last week’s court hear-
ing, First Assistant State’s Attor-
ney Mary Beth Rodgers said the 
distance between Grayson and 
Massey negated any perceived 
threat and he had “a lot of options” 
aside from firing his weapon if he 
believed he was in danger.

“At no point did this defendant 
show anything but callousness 
toward human life,” said Rodg-
ers, adding that Grayson “clearly 
dismissed his training as a law 
enforcement officer.”

Massey’s home in the Cabbage 
Patch neighborhood, named for a 
huge cabbage farm there more than 
a century ago, has an open floor 
plan with the living room divided 
from the kitchen by a counter. The 
video shows Grayson in the living 
room with Massey on the other side 
of the counter, several feet away.

On the video, Grayson is heard 
justifying his actions by saying, 
“What else do we do? I’m not tak-
ing hot (expletive) boiling water 
to the (expletive) face.” He’s also 
heard telling arriving officers that 
Massey “came at me” and called 
her “crazy.”
What is Grayson’s background?

Grayson, 30, graduated from 
North Mac High School in Virden, 
27 miles south of Springfield, in 
2013, according to defense attor-

ney Daniel Fultz at last week’s 
hearing. He enlisted in the U.S. 
Army in 2014 until a general dis-
charge in 2016.

According to the Illinois Law 
Enforcement Training and Stan-
dards Board, Grayson joined the 
police ranks in August 2020 with 
the first of six jobs in four years, 
three part time and three full time. 
The Associated Press has request-
ed his employment records from 
the central Illinois agencies in pub-
lic records requests.

In a July 2020 employment 
application to the Pawnee Police 
Department, he said he was a 
mechanic and performed vehicle 
maintenance and recovery in the 
Army.

“I am a very hard worker and 
fast learner,” Grayson wrote in the 
employment application. “I am 
looking for a department to give 
me a chance to show what I can 
do. I am a team player and great 
communicator.”

He also wrote that he also 
worked as a security guard at a hos-
pital, as a landscaper and spent three 
years working at a fitness center.

He joined the sheriff’s depart-
ment in Sangamon County, popu-
lation 196,300, in May 2023. He 
was fired last Wednesday, the day 
he was indicted.

Republican leaders urge colleagues to steer clear of racist and sexist attacks on Harris
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Republican leaders are warn-
ing party members against using 
overtly racist and sexist attacks 
against Vice President Kamala 
Harris, as they and former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s campaign 
scramble to adjust to the reality of 
a new Democratic rival less than 
four months before Election Day.

At a closed-door meeting of 
House Republicans on Tuesday, 
National Republican Congressio-
nal Committee chairman Richard 
Hudson, R-N.C., urged lawmakers 
to stick to criticizing Harris for her 
role in Biden-Harris administra-
tion policies.

“This election will be about 
policies and not personalities,” 
House Speaker Mike Johnson told 
reporters after the meeting.

“This is not personal with 
regard to Kamala Harris,” he 
added, “and her ethnicity or her 
gender have nothing to do with 
this whatsoever.”

The warnings point to the new 
risks for Republicans in running 

against a Democrat who would 
become the first woman, first 
Black woman and first person 
of South Asian descent to win 
the White House. Trump, in par-
ticular, has a history of racist and 
misogynistic attacks that could 
turn off key groups of swing vot-
ers, including suburban women, as 
well as voters of color and young-
er people Trump’s campaign has 
been courting.

The admonitions came after 
some members and Trump allies 
began to cast Harris, a former dis-
trict attorney, attorney general and 
senator, as a “DEI” hire — a refer-
ence to diversity, equity and inclu-
sion initiatives.

“Intellectually, just really kind 
of the bottom of the barrel,” Wyo-
ming Rep. Harriet Hageman said 
in a TV interview. “I think she was 
a DEI hire. And I think that that’s 
what we’re seeing and I just don’t 
think that they have anybody else.”

Since Biden announced he was 
exiting the campaign, Republicans 
have rolled out a long list of attack 

lines against Harris, including try-
ing to tie her to the most unpopu-
lar Biden policies and his handling 
of the economy and the Southern 
border. Trump campaign offi-
cials and other Republicans have 
accused Harris of being complicit 
in a cover-up of Biden’s health 
issues, and they have been mining 
her record as a prosecutor in Cali-
fornia as they try to paint her as 
soft on crime.

Johnson said both Trump and 
Harris have records in White House 
policy and said voters can compare 
how families were doing under the 
Trump administration with how 
they’re doing now under Biden.

“She is the co-owner, co-author, 
co-conspirator in all the policies that 
got us into the mess,” Johnson said.

Biden announced Sunday that 
he was withdrawing from the race. 
In a memo on the state of the race 
Tuesday, Trump campaign pollster 
Tony Fabrizio argued the funda-
mentals of the campaign had not 
changed now that Harris appears 
increasingly likely to be the Dem-

ocratic nominee.
“The Democrats deposing one 

Nominee for another does NOT 
change voters discontent over the 
economy, inflation, crime, the 
open border, housing costs not to 
mention concern over two foreign 
wars,” he wrote. “As importantly, 
voters will also learn about Harris’ 
dangerously liberal record before 
becoming Biden’s partner.”

In similar messaging, Hudson 
told members at the Tuesday meet-
ing that the NRCC is focusing on 
how Harris is even more progres-
sive than Biden and essentially 
“owns” all the administration’s 
policies, according to a person 
familiar with the conversation and 
granted anonymity to discuss it.

Sen. Steve Daines, who chairs 
the National Republican Senato-
rial Committee, echoed that criti-
cism, calling Harris “too liberal.”

“She’s not an Irish Catholic kid 
who grew up in Scranton. She’s 
a San Francisco liberal,” Daines 
said.

Trump offered a similar argu-

ment in call with reporters Tuesday.
“She’s the same as Biden but 

much more radical. She’s a radi-
cal left person and this country 
doesn’t want a radical left person 
to destroy it. She’s far more radical 
than he is,” he said.

“So I think she should be easier 
than Biden because he was slightly 
more mainstream, but not much,” 
he added.

Later, in an interview on 
Newsmax, Trump claimed Harris 
“destroyed the city of San Fran-
cisco,” though she left her job as 
district attorney there in 2011, and 
called her “the worst at every-
thing.”

“Kamala Harris is just as weak, 
failed and incompetent as Joe 
Biden — and she’s also danger-
ously liberal,” the Trump cam-
paign said in a statement. “Not 
only does Kamala need to defend 
her support of Joe Biden’s failed 
agenda over the past four years, 
she also needs to answer for her 
own terrible weak-on-crime record 
in California.”


