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Saturday at the lake
Kunkel Lake at Ouabache State Park was a popular place for water activities over the weekend. There were kayaks and 
paddle boats in the water, people sunning on the beach fishing from the banks. (Photo by Barbara Barbieri)

Tree across the Wabash
Navigating the Wabash River between Bluffton and the White Bridge has been presenting a challenge for 
the canoe and paddle boaters as a large tree has crashed across the entire river. (Photo by Barbara Barb-
ieri)

Court denies trial 
postponement in 
fifth conference

By SYDNEY KENT
The Wells Circuit Court denied 

a continuance for a Montpelier man 
facing felony-level charges for child 
molesting and child exploitation on 
Wednesday. 

Joshua Daniel Huffman, 42, is 
charged with two count of child 
molesting, both Level 1 felonies, two 
counts of child molesting, both Level 
4 felonies, one count of child exploi-
tation and one count of possession of 
child pornography, both Level 5 felo-
nies. 

During his fifth pretrial conference 
in the matter, Huffman’s public defender, Patrick Miller, 
requested another continuance. Similar to prior hearings, 
Miller explained that Huffman is facing similar charges in 
Blackford County. His family is reportedly in the process of 
hiring a private attorney. 

Judge Kenton Kiracofe denied the request, noting that 
the case has been pending since September.

“This is the fifth pretrial conference,” Kiracofe stated. “I 
think, from my notes, the state believed three days (for trial) 
is necessary?”

Prosecutor Jeffrey Steinburg confirmed that three days 
would be sufficient for the charges involved and the number 
of witnesses that are needed to testify. 

Huffman is scheduled for a trial in the matter from Oct. 
15-17 in the Wells Circuit Court.

What to know about 
Kids Online Safety Act 
and chances of passing

By BARBARA ORTUTAY
 AP Technology Writer

The last time Congress passed 
a law to protect children on the 
internet was in 1998 — before 
Facebook, before the iPhone and 
long before today’s oldest teenag-
ers were born. Now, a bill aiming 
to protect kids from the harms of 
social media, gaming sites and 
other online platforms appears to 
have enough bipartisan support to 
pass, though whether it actually 
will remains uncertain.

Supporters, however, hope 
it will come to a vote later this 
month.

Proponents of the Kids Online 
Safety Act include parents’ groups 
and children’s advocacy organi-
zations as well as companies like 
Microsoft, X and Snap. They say 
the bill is a necessary first step in 
regulating tech companies and 
requiring them to protect children 
from dangerous online content and 
take responsibility for the harm 
their platforms can cause.

Opponents, however, fear 
KOSA would violate the First 
Amendment and harm vulner-

able kids who wouldn’t be able 
to access information on LGBTQ 
issues or reproductive rights — 
although the bill has been revised 
to address many of those concerns, 
and major LGBTQ groups have 
decided to support of the proposed 
legislation.

Here is what to know about 
KOSA and the likelihood of it 
going into effect.

What would KOSA do?
If passed, KOSA would create a 

“duty of care” — a legal term that 
requires companies to take reason-
able steps to prevent harm — for 
online platforms minors will likely 
use.

They would have to “prevent 
and mitigate” harms to children, 
including bullying and violence, 
the promotion of suicide, eating 
disorders, substance abuse, sexual 
exploitation and advertisements 
for illegal products such as narcot-
ics, tobacco or alcohol.

Social media platforms would 
also have to provide minors with 
options to protect their informa-
tion, disable addictive product 

Biden drops out of 2024 race after inflamed age concerns
By ZEKE MILLER, 
COLLEEN LONG 

and DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden dropped out of the 
2024 race for the White House on 
Sunday, ending his bid for reelec-
tion after a disastrous debate with 
Donald Trump that raised doubts 
about the incumbent’s fitness 
for office. The unprecedented 
announcement, delivered less than 
four months before the election, 

immediately upended a campaign 
that both political parties view as 
the most consequential in genera-
tions.

The president — intent on serv-
ing out the remainder of his term 
in office — quickly endorsed Vice 
President Kamala Harris to take on 
Trump and encouraged his party 
to unite behind her, making her 
the party’s instant favorite for the 
nomination at its August conven-
tion in Chicago.

The announcement is the latest 

jolt to a tumultuous campaign for 
the White House, coming a week 
after the attempted assassination of 
Trump at a Pennsylvania rally.

A party’s presumptive presi-
dential nominee has never stepped 
out of the race so close to the elec-
tion. President Lyndon Johnson, 
besieged by the Vietnam War, 
announced in March 1968 that 
he would not seek another term 
after just a single state’s primary. 
Biden’s July decision comes after 
more than 14 million Democrats 

cast votes supporting him through 
the primary process.

Harris, in a statement, praised 
Biden’s “selfless and patriotic act” 
and said she intends to “earn and 
win” her party’s nomination.

“I will do everything in my 
power to unite the Democratic 
Party — and unite our nation — 
to defeat Donald Trump and his 
extreme Project 2025 agenda,” she 
said.

Biden’s decision to bow out 
came after escalating pressure 

from his Democratic allies to 
step aside following the June 27 
debate, in which the 81-year-old 
president trailed off, often gave 
nonsensical answers and failed 
to call out the former president’s 
many falsehoods.

“It has been the greatest honor 
of my life to serve as your Presi-
dent. And while it has been my 
intention to seek reelection, I 
believe it is in the best interest of 
my party and the country for me 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 3)

Joshua Daniel 
Huffman

(Continued on Page 2)
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ers and thunderstorms before 
8 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 64. Calm wind. 

Tuesday: A 20% of 
showers and thunderstorms 
after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 83. Calm 
wind becoming west around 
5 mph. 

Tuesday Night: A 10% 
of showers and thunder-
storms before 8 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 65. 
Calm wind. 

Wednesday: Showers 
and thunderstorms likely, 
mainly after 2 p.m. Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 82. 
Chance of precipitation is 
60%. New rainfall amounts 
between a tenth and quar-
ter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in thunder-
storms. 

Wednesday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely, 
mainly before 8 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 63. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Thursday: A 20%chance of showers and thunderstorms 
before 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 79.

Thursday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 60.
Friday: Sunny, with a 

high near 80.
Friday Night: Mostly 

clear, with a low around 59.
Saturday: Sunny, with a 

high near 83.
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features, and opt out of 
personalized algorithmic 
recommendations. They 
would also be required 
to limit other users from 
communicating with chil-
dren and limit features that 
“increase, sustain, or extend 
the use” of the platform — 
such as autoplay for vid-
eos or platform rewards. In 
general, online platforms 
would have to default to the 
safest settings possible for 
accounts it believes belong 
to minors.

“So many of the harms 
that young people experi-
ence online and on social 
media are the result of delib-
erate design choices that 
these companies make,” said 
Josh Golin, executive direc-
tor of Fairplay, a nonprofit 
working to insulate children 
from commercialization, 
marketing and harms from 
Big Tech.
How would it be enforced?

An earlier version of the 
bill empowered state attor-
neys general to enforce 
KOSA’s “duty of care” pro-
vision but after concerns 
from LGBTQ groups and 
others who worried they 
could use this to censor 
information about LGBTQ 
or reproductive issues. In 
the updated version, state 
attorneys general can still 
enforce other provisions but 
not the “duty of care” stan-
dard.

Broader enforcement 
would fall to the Federal 
Trade Commission, which 
would have oversight over 
what types of content is 
“harmful” to children.

Who supports it?
KOSA is supported a 

broad range of nonprof-
its, tech accountability and 
parent groups and pediatri-

cians such as the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, the 
American Federation of 
Teachers, Common Sense 
Media, Fairplay, The Real 
Facebook Oversight Board 
and the NAACP. Some 
prominent tech companies, 
including Microsoft, X and 
Snap, have also signed on. 
Meta Platforms, which owns 
Facebook, Instagram and 
WhatsApp, has not come 
out in firm support or oppo-
sition of the bill, although 
it has said in the past that it 
supports the regulation of 
social media.

ParentSOS, a group 
of some 20 parents who 
have lost children to harm 
caused by social media, 
has also been campaign-
ing for the bill’s passage. 
One of those parents is 
Julienne Anderson, whose 
17-year-old daughter died 
in 2022 after purchasing 
tainted drugs through Ins-
tagram.

“We should not bear 
the entire responsibility of 
keeping our children safe 
online,” she said. “Every 
other industry has been reg-
ulated. And I’m sure you’ve 
heard this all the time. From 
toys to movies to music to, 
cars to everything. We have 
regulations in place to keep 
our children safe. And this, 
this is a product that they 
have created and distributed 
and yet over all these years, 
since the ‘90s, there hasn’t 
been any legislation regulat-
ing the industry.”

KOSA was introduced 
in 2022 by Senators Rich-
ard Blumenthal, D-Conn., 
and Marsha Blackburn, 
R-Tenn. It currently has 
68 cosponsors in the Sen-
ate, from across the politi-
cal spectrum, which would 
be enough to pass if it were 

brought to a vote.
Who opposes it?

The ACLU, the Elec-
tronic Frontier Foundation 
and other groups supporting 
free speech are concerned 
it would violate the First 
Amendment. Even with 
the revisions that stripped 
state attorneys general from 
enforcing its duty of care 
provision, EFF calls it a 
“dangerous and unconsti-
tutional censorship bill that 
would empower state offi-
cials to target services and 
online content they do not 
like.”

Kate Ruane, director of 
the Free Expression Proj-
ect at the nonprofit Center 
for Democracy and Tech-
nology, said she remains 
concerned that the bill’s 
care of duty provision can 
be “misused by politically 
motivated actors to target 
marginalized communities 
like the LGBTQ population 
and just politically divisive 
information generally,” to 
try to suppress information 
because someone believes 
it is harmful to kids’ mental 
health.

She added that while 
these worries remain, there 
has been progress in reduc-
ing concerns.

The bigger issue, though, 
she added, is that platforms 
don’t want to get sued for 
showing minors content that 
could be “politically divi-
sive,” so to make sure this 
doesn’t happen they could 
suppress such topics — 
about abortion or transgen-
der healthcare or even the 
wars in Gaza or Ukraine.

Sen. Rand Paul, R-K.Y., 
has also expressed opposi-
tion to the bill. Paul said the 
bill “could prevent kids from 
watching PGA golf or the 
Super Bowl on social media 

because of gambling and 
beer ads, those kids could 
just turn on the TV and see 
those exact same ads.”

He added he has “tried to 
work with the authors to fix 
the bill’s many deficiencies. 
If the authors are not inter-
ested in compromise, Sena-
tor (Chuck) Schumer can 
bring the bill to the floor, as 
he could have done from the 
beginning.”

Will it pass Congress?
Golin said he is “very 

hopeful” that the bill will 
come to a vote in July.

“The reason it has it has 
not come to a vote yet is that 
passing legislation is really 
hard, particularly when 
you’re trying to regulate one 
of the, if not the most pow-
erful industry in the world,” 
he said. “We are outspent.”

Golin added he thinks 
there’s a “really good 
chance” and he remains 
very hopeful that it will get 
passed.

Senate Majority Lead-
er Schumer, D-N.Y., who 
has come out in support of 
KOSA, would have to bring 
it to a vote.

Schumer has backed the 
legislation but has not yet 
set aside floor time to pass 
it. Because there are objec-
tions to the legislation, it 
would take a week or more 
of procedural votes before a 
final vote.

He said on the floor last 
week that passing the bill 
is a “top priority” but that it 
had not yet moved because 
of the objections.

“Sadly, a few of our col-
leagues continue to block 
these bills without offering 
any constructive ideas for 
how to revise the text,” he 
said. “So now we must look 
ahead, and all options are on 
the table.”

(Continued from Page 1)

“If you’re attempting 
to hire your own counsel, 
it is imperative you do so 
sooner rather than later,” 
Kiracofe concluded. “The 
closer we get to the trial 
date, the less likely I am 
to grant you a continuance 
because of a new attorney 
in the case.” 

According to a probable 
cause affidavit, between 
May 2021 and September 
2023, Huffman is alleged 
to have repeatedly molested 
two minors who were chil-
dren of the woman he was 
dating. Both victims report-
edly disclosed that Huffman 

would threaten them if they 
wouldn’t comply with vari-
ous forced sexual acts. One 
child told police that Huff-
man made them believe 
their mother owed him 
money. 

Several months later in 
Blackford County, Huff-
man was charged with two 
counts of child molesting, 
both Level 1 felonies, and 
two counts of child molest-
ing, both Level 4 felonies. 

Both cases involve the 
same victims.  A final pre-
trial conference is scheduled 
at 1 p.m. on Sept. 11 in the 
Wells Circuit Court. 

sydney@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Ernest Hemingway fans celebrate the author’s 
125th birthday in his beloved Key West

By DAVID FISCHER
 The Associated Press

KEY WEST, Fla. (AP) — Ernest 
Hemingway spent the 1930s in Key 
West, Florida, and more than six 
decades after his death, fans, scholars 
and relatives continue to congregate on 
the island city to celebrate the author’s 
award-winning novels and adventure-
filled life.

Hemingway Days started in 1981 
with a short-story competition and a 
look-alike contest. This year’s celebra-
tion concluded Sunday on the 125th 
anniversary of Hemingway’s birth on 
July 21, 1899.

As a novelist, short-story writer 
and journalist, Hemingway’s spot in 
the pantheon of American literature is 
undeniable and his legacy permeates 
the culture and character of Key West.

Hemingway’s great-grandson, Ste-
phen Hemingway Adams, was born 
nearly three decades after Hemingway 
died. Adams said working with his 
grandfather, Patrick Hemingway, who 
was Ernest Hemingway’s second son, 
helped him gain a deeper understand-
ing of his famous ancestor.

“I got to work with my granddad, 
and we put out a book called ‘Dear 
Papa,’ which was all of the letters 
between Ernest and my grandfather,” 
Adams said.

The difference between the public 
perception and the documented reality 
of Hemingway can be fuzzy. He loved 
big-game fishing in the Caribbean and 
hunting in Africa. He loved bullfight-
ing, baseball, boxing and barhopping. 
But he also was a serious artist who 
won Pulitzer and Nobel prizes. He put 
so much of his life experiences into his 
writing that it can be tricky to separate 
the man from the myth.

Adams said he’s fine with some 
people loving the adventurer more 
than the writer.

“I think it’s a split, and I think that’s 
what’s fun,” Adams said of the throngs 
of look-alikes who visit Key West 
every year.

The Key West that Hemingway first 
visited in 1928 was a rustic fishing vil-
lage, not a bustling tourist destination. 
Hemingway and his second wife, Pau-
line, had only planned a brief stop to 
pick up a car during their move from 
Paris to Arkansas, where Pauline’s 
family lived. But the car wasn’t ready 
and they had to wait several weeks.

Hemingway quickly made friends 
with local business owners and fish-
ermen. The couple made frequent vis-
its to the island, and Pauline’s uncle 
eventually bought the couple a French 
Colonial home on a 1.5-acre lot in 
1931.

After spending most of his 20s in 
Paris, Hemingway embraced the vastly 

different island lifestyle, according to 
Cori Convertito, a curator at Key West 
Museum of Art & History at the Cus-
tom House.

“He doesn’t come here to act like 
a recluse and just write,” Convertito 
said. “He’s out at the bars all the time. 
He’s out fishing with people. He’s 
interacting in boxing matches.”

Convertito pointed out that 
Hemingway was in his 30s for most 
of the time he lived in Key West, not 
the white-bearded “Papa Hemingway” 
most look-alike contestants emulate. 
“A Farewell to Arms” was finished 
shortly after he began visiting Key 
West and that book’s reception, along 
with his coverage of the Spanish Civil 
War in the late 1930s, increased his 
fame.

Much of Hemingway’s time in Key 
West was devoted to big-game fishing 
with friends. Convertito said Heming-
way began to pioneer new techniques 
after getting his own boat, the Pilar, in 
1934.

“He was desperate to land a fully 
intact marlin,” Convertito said.

The slow process of reeling in a tro-
phy fish left them vulnerable to sharks, 
similar to the giant marlin caught in 
Hemingway’s 1952 novel, “The Old 
Man and the Sea.”

Hemingway focused on catching 
fish and removing them from the water 
quickly. He was an early member of 
the International Game Fish Asso-
ciation and named a vice president in 
1940.

He also became an advocate for the 
Florida Keys and the people who lived 
there. “To Have and Have Not,” which 
was published in 1937, is set in a Key 
West ravaged by the Great Depres-
sion.

Hemingway was a vocal critic of 
how the federal government responded 
to the 1935 Labor Day hurricane. The 
official death toll was 423, but more 
than 250 of the fatalities were World 
War I veterans hired through a federal 
jobs program to build the Overseas 
Highway, which connects the Florida 
Keys to mainland Florida.

Hemingway drove an ambulance 
during World War I and felt a particu-
lar kinship with the veterans. Corey 
Malcom, a historian with the Florida 
Keys History Center, said Hemingway 
joined the recovery efforts and used 
his own boat to pull bodies out of the 
ocean.

Michael Morawski, CEO of the 
Hemingway Home & Museum, cred-
its his great-aunt, Bernice Dixon, as 
one of the first people to help preserve 
Hemingway’s legacy in Key West. 
The local jewelry store owner bought 
the house for $80,000 in 1961, shortly 
after Hemingway’s death. The home 

became a museum in 1964 and eventu-
ally was designated a National Historic 
Landmark.

“The only reason that she did it was 
to create a living memorial to Ernest 
Hemingway,” Morawski said.

Besides the historical and literary 
significance of the home, the muse-
um also is famous for housing the 
Hemingway cats. About 60 polydac-
tyl cats with a genetic mutation for 
extra toes continue to live at the estate. 
Some of these cats are descendants 
of the original white, six-toed cat that 
Hemingway was gifted from a ship’s 
captain.

The Hemingway Days festival 
started as a promotional stunt for 
Sloppy Joe’s Bar, one of Hemingway’s 
favorite hangouts. Michael Whalton 
was working as a manager at the bar 
in 1980 when he read about a Bad 
Hemingway Contest, where writers 
parodied Hemingway’s sparse, blunt 
style.

Whalton decided a look-alike 
contest and other activities around 
Hemingway’s July birthday might be 
a great way to attract customers during 
the island’s slow season, when hot and 
humid weather scares many tourists 
away.

“I really didn’t know what to 
expect,” Whalton said. “I was getting 
nervous because we didn’t have any-
body signed up for the look-alike con-
test, so I called everybody I knew in 
Key West who had a beard.”

The turnout was better than expect-
ed. The author’s younger brother, 
Leicester Hemingway, contacted 
Whalton and agreed to judge the 
look-alike contest with his wife and 
daughters. Whalton convinced another 
granddaughter of Ernest Hemingway, 
Lorian Hemingway, to judge a short 
story contest.

David Douglas, president of the 
Hemingway Look-Alike Society, 
began attending the competition in 
2000 and won in 2009. The 70-year-
old Houston resident continues to 
return every year as a judge.

“I love the contest, I love the cama-
raderie all the contestants,” Douglas 
said.

David “Bat” Masterson, of Dayto-
na Beach, became the newest “Papa” 
on Saturday. The retired pilot beat out 
121 others in this year’s look-alike 
contest.

The look-alike group has evolved 
over the years into a service organiza-
tion with hundreds of members around 
the world that has funded more than 
$350,000 in scholarships for Florida 
Keys students. The organization also 
sponsors a youth baseball team in 
Cuba, where Hemingway moved after 
leaving Florida.
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to stand down and to focus 
solely on fulfilling my duties 
as President for the remain-
der of my term,” Biden 
wrote in a letter posted Sun-
day to his X account.

Nearly 30 minutes after 
he delivered the news that 
he was folding his campaign, 
Biden threw his support 
behind Harris.

“Today I want to offer my 
full support and endorsement 
for Kamala to be the nominee 
of our party this year,” he said 
in another post on X. “Dem-
ocrats — it’s time to come 
together and beat Trump.”

Harris faces a stagger-
ing political to-do list in the 
coming days: securing the 
votes of delegates to claim 
her party’s nomination, 
picking a running mate, and 
pivoting a massive political 
operation that had been built 
to reelect Biden to boost her 
candidacy instead.

There were early signs 
that the party was moving to 
coalesce around Harris, who 
scored the endorsements 
of the Congressional Black 
Caucus and former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and for-
mer Secretary of State Hill-
ary Clinton even before she 
had commented on Biden’s 
decision to quit the race. 
But notably, former Presi-
dent Barack Obama held off, 
pledging support behind the 
eventual party nominee.

“We are honored to join 
the President in endorsing 
Vice President Harris and 
will do whatever we can to 
support her,” the Clintons 
said in a statement.

But Obama, who had pri-
vately shared doubts about 
Biden’s reelection chances, 
stopped short of endorsing 
Harris even as he praised 
Biden for his decision to 
leave the race.

“I have extraordinary 
confidence that the leaders 
of our party will be able to 
create a process from which 
an outstanding nominee 
emerges,” he said in a state-
ment.

Biden’s decision came 
as he has been isolating at 
his Delaware beach house 
after being diagnosed with 
COVID-19 last week, hud-
dling with a shrinking cir-
cle of close confidants and 
family members about his 
political future. Biden said 
he would address the nation 
later this week to provide 
“detail” about his decision.

Harris found out about 
Biden’s plans on Sunday 
morning and senior cam-
paign and White House staff 
were notified just minutes 
before the letter went out, 
according to people familiar 
with the matter who com-
mented on the private dis-
cussions on condition of 
anonymity. Biden had been 
reflecting on his future for 
the past couple days and the 
decision was closely held.

Now, Democrats have to 
urgently try to bring coher-
ence to the nominating pro-
cess in a matter of weeks and 
convince voters in a stun-
ningly short amount of time 
that their nominee can han-
dle the job and beat Trump. 
And for his part, Trump 
must shift his focus to a new 
opponent after years of train-
ing his attention on Biden.

The decision marks a 
swift and stunning end to 
Biden’s 52 years in electoral 
politics, as donors, lawmak-

ers and even aides expressed 
to him their doubts that he 
could convince voters that 
he could plausibly handle the 
job for another four years.

Biden won the vast major-
ity of delegates and every 
nominating contest but one, 
which would have made his 
nomination a formality. Now 
that he has dropped out, those 
delegates will be free to sup-
port another candidate.

Harris, 59, appeared to be 
the natural successor, in large 
part because she is the only 
candidate who can directly 
tap into the Biden campaign’s 
war chest, according to fed-
eral campaign finance rules.

Biden’s campaign formal-
ly changed its name to Harris 
for President, reflecting that 
she is inheriting his political 
operation — a sign of the 
advantage she has in the race 
for the Democratic nomina-
tion. Democratic groups, 
including the Democratic 
National Committee, also 
filed paperwork changing 
the names of their joint fund-
raising committees to reflect 
Harris’ candidacy.

The Democratic National 
Convention is scheduled 
to be held Aug. 19-22 in 
Chicago, but the party had 
announced it would hold a 
virtual roll call to formally 
nominate Biden before in-
person proceedings begin.

It remained to be seen 
whether other candidates 
would challenge Harris for 
the nomination. California 
Gov. Gavin Newsom, who 
had been discussed as a pos-
sible replacement for Biden 
last year, and Transportation 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg, 
who challenged both Biden 
and Harris for the Democrat-
ic nomination in 2020, threw 
their support behind her Sun-
day.

The Democratic National 
Committee’s chair, Jaime 
Harrison, said in a statement 
that the party would “under-
take a transparent and order-
ly process” to select “a can-
didate who can defeat Don-
ald Trump in November.”

West Virginia Sen. Joe 
Manchin, who left the Dem-
ocratic Party earlier this year 
to become an independent, 
is considering re-registering 
as a Democrat to vie for the 
nomination against the vice 
president, according to Jona-
than Kott, a longtime adviser 
to Manchin.

Harris was spending Sun-
day afternoon calling Demo-
cratic elected officials and 

delegates as she works to 
lock up the nomination.

Harris received her first 
delegates for the Democratic 
presidential nomination on 
Sunday. The Tennessee Dem-
ocratic Party posted on X that 
its delegation voted during a 
meeting Sunday to back Har-
ris after Biden’s departure 
from the campaign.

Pennsylvania Gov. Josh 
Shapiro, North Carolina Gov. 
Roy Cooper and Arizona Sen. 
Mark Kelly — each from a 
swing state and mentioned as 
a possible running mate for 
Harris — also endorsed Har-
ris Sunday evening.

Trump reacted to the 
news in a post on his Truth 
Social site, in which he said 
Biden “was not fit to run for 
President, and is certainly 
not fit to serve.”

“We will suffer greatly 
because of his presidency, 
but we will remedy the 
damage he has done very 
quickly,” he added. “MAKE 
A M E R I C A G R E AT 
AGAIN!”

While Trump and his 
team had made their prefer-
ence for facing Biden clear, 
his campaign had nonethe-
less ramped up its attacks on 
Harris as pressure on Biden 
to step down intensified.

Democratic officials, 
including many who were 
behind the effort to push 
Biden from the race, quickly 
released statements praising 
Biden’s decision.

“His decision of course 
was not easy, but he once 
again put his country, his 
party, and our future first,” 
said Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. 
“Joe, today shows you are a 
true patriot and great Ameri-
can.”

House Democratic leader 
Hakeem Jeffries of New 
York praised Biden as “one 
of the most accomplished 
and consequential leaders in 
American history.”

Republican House Speak-
er Mike Johnson said Biden 
should immediately resign if 
he is not fit enough to run for 
office. In a statement, John-
son said, “November 5 can-
not arrive soon enough.”

In addition to his planned 
address to the country, Biden 
still intends to host Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu at the White 
House this week, according 
to a person familiar with the 
president’s schedule who 
was not authorized to com-
ment publicly.
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OBITUARIES

YOUR SMILE. 
OUR PASSION. 

EVERY TIME.

family dentistry

(260) 622-4138
www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

Accepting many new insurance plans 
including Humana and United Healthcare. 
Always accepting new patients. Please call 

today to schedule an appointment.

   FRESH • VARIETY • LOCAL • QUALITY
3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE

Mon.- Thur. 9 - 5  •  Fri. 9 - 6  •  Sat. 8 - 1
(Subject to change)

LOCALLY SUPPLIED  •  LOCALLY OWNED

260.638.4123

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
dressed weight

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99/lb.

YOUR PARTY and  SUMMER COOKOUT
HEADQUARTERS
YOUR PARTY and  SUMMER COOKOUT
HEADQUARTERS

• Smoked Pork Chops

• Pulled Pork with or 
without BBQ sauce
• Sloppy Joe   
• Roasting Hogs• Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad

Call in advance for all 
special orders

SPECIALS
Smoked Bone In Pork Chop . . . . . . . . $6.09/lb.
Frozen Tenderized Chicken Breast . . $3.89/lb.
Sweet Pickle Mix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.39/lb.
German Bologna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.59/lb.

PRICES GOOD  July 22 – July 27, 2024www.lengerichmeats.com

William “Bill” R. Heign, 87, of 
Bluffton, passed away Satur-
day evening, July 20, 2024, at 
Ossian Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center.

Bill was born in Kendallville 
on Mar. 3, 1937, to Paul and 
Evelyn (Smith) Heign. Both par-
ents preceded him in death, 
along with his stepmother, Mil-
dred Heign. Bill married Patricia 
“Pat” A. Schisler in Fort Wayne 
on June 8, 1968; she survives.

A 1955 graduate of Kendallville High 
School, Bill went on to serve in the United 
States Army for two years. He retired from 
International Harvester in Fort Wayne 
after 34 years of service as an electrical 
engineer.

Bill was a member of the First Presby-
terian Church in Bluffton and was an 
avid IU basketball and Bobby Knight fan. 
Above all else, he loved his family, and 
especially enjoyed spending time with his 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In addition to his wife, Bill 
is survived by two daughters, 
Stacie (Brian) Randol and Mar-
cie Walburn, both of Markle; 
seven grandchildren and 16 
great-grandchildren; along with 
a sister, Beverly Stonebraker of 
Kendallville.

Aside from his parents and 
stepmother, Bill was preceded 
in death by his son, Todd Wil-
liam Heign in 1987, and a sis-
ter, Nancy Kohlhoff.

Per Bill’s wishes, private family ser-
vices will be held at Elm Grove Cemetery 
in Bluffton. Goodwin – Cale & Harnish 
Memorial Chapel in Bluffton has been 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Memorial donations in Bill’s memory 
may be made to the organization of the 
donor’s choice and mailed to Goodwin – 
Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel, 3220 
East State Road 124, Bluffton, IN 46714.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.

William “Bill” R. Heign, 87

Aiden Andrew Nunley, 19, of Bluffton, 
passed away early Friday morning, July 19, 
2024, as a result of an automotive accident.

 Funeral arrangements are pending at 
this time with the Thoma/Rich, Lemler 
Funeral Home in Bluffton.

Aiden Andrew Nunley, 19

Indiana politicos, delegates 
react to the Biden withdrawal

By MIA HILKOWITZ
 and CASEY SMITH

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana politicians from 

both sides of the aisle 
were quick to weigh in 
on the seismic shift in the 
presidential race follow-
ing President Joe Biden’s 
decision on Sunday to end 
his reelection campaign 
and endorse vice president 
Kamala Harris for the role.

Biden’s decision to 
withdraw from the race 
comes weeks after his 
debate against former 
President Donald Trump, 
where his performance 
sparked criticism and pres-
sure from other Democrat-
ic leaders. 

Indiana is sending 88 
delegates to the Democrat-
ic National Convention in 
August, and some of them 
also reacted to the stun-
ning news. Many declined 
to comment, however.

“I’m absolutely going 
to support the Democrat 
ticket, and it’ll be fun to 
find out who’s running for 
vice president,” said for-
mer state senator Karen 
Tallian of Porter County. 
She also said she is sup-
porting Harris for presi-
dent.

Derek Camp, a del-
egate who serves as the 
Allen County Democratic 
Party, emphasized that 
delegates “still have a few 
weeks” to decide on their 
nominees.  Camp said 
support for Harris seems 
more decided, but he 
plans to “let the process 
play out over the next few 
days and weeks” before 
casting his vote.

“I think what we’ll see 
is probably a party that’s 
nationally unified behind 
Vice President Harris, 
moving forward,” Camp 
said. “She’s been there 
with (Biden) the last three-
plus years doing that work 
with him, so she’s certain-
ly more than capable of 
stepping into that role.”

He said the president’s 
announcement “goes to 
show who Joe Biden is as 
a person.”

“He’s dedicated his 
lifetime to serving this 
country — in the senate, 
as vice president, and then 
president — and he’s done 
a lot to move this country 
forward, including the all 
the stuff that he passed 
the last three years … the 
rescue plan, the infrastruc-
ture plan, the CHIPS Act,” 
Camp continued. “All of 
that goes towards his leg-
acy as someone who will 
go down in history as one 
of the most consequential 
presidents, I think, in our 
modern times.”
Party apparatus speaks

Indiana Democratic 
Party Chairman Mike 
Schmuhl thanked the 
President for leading the 
country and his work in 
office and endorsed Harris 
as Biden’s successor. He 
highlighted Biden’s efforts 
to pass several key pieces 
of legislation, including 
the Infrastructure and Jobs 
Act, the American Rescue 
Plan, Inflation Reduction 
Act and the CHIPS and 
Science Act. 

“More than anyone, 
President Biden under-
stands the importance 
of this election and this 
moment,” he said. “That’s 
why after deliberation and 
thought, he has decided to 
leave the presidential race 
and endorse Vice President 
Kamala Harris to defeat 
Donald Trump and stop 
Project 2025.” 

“Americans are hungry 
for a new generation of 
leadership from the White 
House to local offices to 
move America forward 
with liberty and justice for 
all,” Schmuhl continued. 
“Now is the time to unite 
behind Vice President 
Kamala Harris to defeat 
Donald Trump and contin-
ue the progress of the last 
three-plus years.” 

Several other Indiana 
Democrats — including 
U.S. 7th District Con-
gressman André Carson 
and Pete Buttigieg, former 
mayor of South Bend and 
current U.S. Transporta-
tion Secretary — also 
thanked Biden for his 
leadership on X.  

“I’m proud of the work 
we’ve accomplished under 
President Biden, like set-
ting our economy on the 
right path after COVID-
19,” Carson said in a post 
on X. “Democrats stand 
for reason and justice, and 
we stand on the right side 
of history. Onward.” 

“Joe Biden has earned 
his place among the best 
and most consequential 
presidents in American 
History,” Buttigieg said in 
his own X post. “I am so 
proud to serve under his 
leadership, and thankful 
for his unwavering focus 
on what is best for our 
country.” 

Former U.S. Ambas-
sador and Indiana Sena-
tor Joe Donnelly said in 
another X post he worked 
with Biden to pass the 
Affordable Care Act and 
support Chrysler workers’ 
jobs in Indiana.

“President Biden devot-
ed his whole life to our 
country. I am so grateful 
for his service and friend-
ship. God bless you, Joe 
Biden. We owe you a big 
thank you and debt of grat-
itude,” Donnelly said. 

GOP reaction
Indiana Republican pol-

iticians have also shared 
their thoughts on Biden’s 
decision to drop out of the 
race. 

“If Biden ending his 
campaign is in the best 
interest of his political 
‘party and the country,’ it 
raises legit questions about 
his ability to continue to 
serve as president,” Ethan 
Lawson, a Republican 
candidate for the Indiana 
House, said in an X post. 

U.S. Rep. Jim Banks, 
R-District 3, also weighed 
in on X. 

“Every Democrat knew 
Joe Biden couldn’t run for 
office,” Banks wrote in the 
post. “They set him up to 
embarrass himself at the 
debate with Trump. Now 
they’re robbing their vot-
ers of a choice in the nom-
inee so their party elites 
can choose! Hijacking 

democracy!” 
He added in another 

post that “If Joe Biden 
if is unfit for campaign-
ing, he’s unfit for office. 
If Joe doesn’t resign, the 
25th amendment must be 
invoked!”

Other Democratic reac-
tion includes from Demo-
cratic gubernatorial nomi-
nee Jennifer McCormick 
and Attorney General can-
didate Destiny Wells.

“Respecting and appre-
ciating the legacy of Presi-
dent Biden’s service, I 
support his decision to not 
seek re-election to another 
term,” McCormick said. 
“President Biden has been 
a steadfast patriot and 
leader for our country. His 
decision to withdraw from 
the presidential race is yet 
another act of service in 
a long and distinguished 
career dedicated to the 
betterment of the United 
States. President Biden’s 
tenure in public service 
has been marked by kind-
ness. We should honor 
President Biden’s legacy, 
patriotic devotion, and ser-
vice to our country as we 
move forward. It is time 
for the Democratic Party 
to build on the myriad 
accomplishments of the 
Biden administration and 
strive to uphold the values 
of integrity, justice, and 
unity that he has exempli-
fied.” 

Wells said she is “for-
ever grateful for the direc-
tion President Biden has 
led our country—let’s con-
tinue due north and get to 
work. Anything is possible 
and I am anxious to seize 
the opportunities ahead,” 
stated Destiny Wells. “I 
join all Americans in ral-
lying to continue President 
Biden’s work by support-
ing Vice-President Kamala 
Harris.”

JEREMY M. TODD
CFP®  AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1169 N. Main St.

Suite 2
Bluffton, IN 46714

260-824-0686

Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors are not estate planners and cannot 
provide tax or legal advice. Please consult 
your estate-planning attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use  
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

www.edwardjones.com    Member SIPC

Financial Focus
PSA: Look for different 

ways to borrow and 
use credit 

Like most Americans, you’ll prob-
ably be dealing with some type of debt 
throughout your life. And by manag-
ing debt wisely, you can improve your 
saving and spending habits and possi-
bly even your ability to invest for the 
future.

So, consider your borrowing and 
credit options. For starters, look for a 
credit card that offers the best interest 
rate and rewards program.

Next, you might want to think about 
a home equity loan or home equity line 
of credit. If you use this loan or credit 
line for home improvements, your in-
terest may be deductible.

You could also look at securities-
based lending, which lets you borrow 
against the value of your securities in a 
brokerage account. Many people draw 
on these loans to purchase more in-
vestments, but you can use the money 
for any purpose. You’ll want to be care-
ful not to borrow too much, though, as 
you might be forced to replenish your 
account to bring it up to the required 
maintenance level. 

With careful thought and planning, 
you can make your debt work for you – 
and not the other way around. 

This content was provided by Edward Jones 
for use by Jeremy Todd, your Edward Jones fi-
nancial advisor at 260-824-0686.

(Continued from Page 1)

Biden drops out
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By The Associated Press
Today is Monday, July 

22, the 204th day of 2024. 
There are 162 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On July 22, 1933, Avi-
ator Wiley Post landed at 
Floyd Bennett Field in New 
York City, completing the 
first solo flight around the 
world in 7 days, 18 hours 
and 49 minutes.

Also on this date:
In 1862, President Abra-

ham Lincoln presented to 
his Cabinet a preliminary 
draft of the Emancipation 
Proclamation.

In 1934, bank robber 
John Dillinger was shot to 
death by federal agents out-
side Chicago’s Biograph 
Theater, where he had just 
seen the Clark Gable movie 
“Manhattan Melodrama.”

In 1937, the U.S. Senate 

rejected President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt’s proposal 
to add more justices to the 
Supreme Court.

In 1942, the Nazis began 
transporting Jews from the 
Warsaw Ghetto to the Treb-
linka concentration camp.

In 1943, American forces 
led by Gen. George S. Pat-
ton captured Palermo, Sic-
ily, during World War II.

In 1975, the House of 
Representatives joined the 
Senate in voting to restore 
the American citizenship of 
Confederate Gen. Robert E. 
Lee.

In 1991, police in Mil-
waukee arrested Jeffrey 
Dahmer, who later con-
fessed to murdering 17 men 
and boys.

In 1992, Colombian drug 
lord Pablo Escobar escaped 
from his luxury prison near 
Medellin.

Today in History

GOP’s convention unity may be 
contrasting with a mirage

It’s been nine years since Donald Trump arrived on 
the American presidential scene, prompting me to fin-
ish a number of columns by simply saying, “Anything 
can happen.”

And so it goes. Republicans, gathered at their 
national convention in Milwaukee this past week, are 
united and feeling exuberant about their chances in 
November.

U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, Indiana’s Republican nomi-
nee for governor, told me on Wednesday, “As long 
as we stay on point showing how the policies of the 
last three and a half years have not made sense and 
that they’ve got their own political 
issues, we’ve got a golden opportu-
nity to be happening at the national 
level. I feel we’re in about as good 
a spot as we can be in.”

And U.S. Rep. Jim Banks, in his Tuesday night 
RNC address, said, “My friends, I can’t wait for Nov. 
5 at 6:01 p.m. Eastern Time when the great state of 
Indiana is once again the first state on the board to 
give our Electoral College votes to the greatest presi-
dent of my lifetime, my friend Donald J. Trump.”

But Braun was cautionary, adding, “You take noth-
ing for granted. You never put the cart before the 
horse, especially in politics.”

What they are contrasting with — 81-year-old 
President Joe Biden — could be a mirage. Watching 
him haltingly stagger up the Air Force 1 lower stairs 
before departing from Las Vegas on Wednesday was 
a revealing and sad optic. The Trump campaign and 
Republicans may be peaking too soon against what 
could be a phantom opponent.

A series of national and battleground state polls 
show Biden’s path to victory is closing. An Associ-
ated Press-NORC Center Poll revealed two-thirds of 
Democrats believe he should withdraw from the race, 
while only three in 10 Democrats are confident he has 
the mental capacity to serve another term.

But the latest model by American University Prof. 
Allan J. Lichtman, which he has used to successfully 
predict presidential election winners since 1984 (with 
the exception of 2000’s Bush v. Gore which essentially 
ended up in a tie), still has Biden leading in nine of 13 
“keys to the White House.”

A series of post-debate polls show Biden trailing in 
key battleground states while Democratic senatorial 
candidates have healthy leads. This prompted Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and House Minority 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries to convey to Biden personally 
over the past week a loss of support by the party rank 
and file.

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff, a close ally to Speaker 
Emerita Nancy Pelosi, called for Biden to step aside. 
“While the choice to withdraw from the campaign is 
President Biden’s alone, I believe it is time for him 
to pass the torch,” Schiff said in a statement. “And in 
doing so, secure his legacy of leadership by allowing 
us to defeat Donald Trump in the upcoming election.”

Last year, Pelosi and her House leader-
ship team stepped aside, passing the torch 
to the next generation. They took a lesson 
from Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, who died in 2020 just months 
before Biden won that election, allowing 
President Trump to nominate Judge Amy 
Coney Barrett, a former Notre Dame law 
professor. It dramatically shifted the power 
to the conservative wing.

Last Saturday (July 13) at the state con-
vention, I asked Indiana Democratic Chair-

man Mike Schmuhl 
whether he still supports a Biden 
nomination. “I do,” he said. “We 
all know that President Biden 
was unopposed in our primary. 

He received 100% of our primary vote, so he will have 
100% support from our delegates in Chicago unless 
something changes.”

But Schmuhl, who managed then-South Bend 
Mayor Pete Buttigieg’s strong 2020 presidential 
campaign, then added, “I can safely say — like many 
Democrats across the country who do share concerns 
and are worried that the campaign can get a strong 
message out — [we] can build a narrative to take on 
Donald Trump, but I think we’re working through that 
right now. We’ll just have to see where we end up.”

Since his debate disaster in a series of interviews, 
Biden has suggested he might exit the race if word 
came from the “Lord Almighty” or if his health gave 
way (he was reported to have COVID on Wednesday), 
or if polling showed Vice President Kamala Harris had 
strength against Trump.

If Biden steps away, this sets up the “coronation” 
scenario for Harris, who polls even worse than Biden 
has. Others have suggested a truncated “primary” 
heading into the Democratic National Convention 
Aug. 19-22 in Chicago. Oh, to be a fly on the wall 
during conversations between Secretary Buttigieg and 
Schmuhl these days. Or in the war rooms of Michigan 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer or Kentucky Gov. Andy Bes-
hear.

Should Biden bow out and Harris, a former pros-
ecutor, ascend to a Democratic nomination, it would 
jolt the dynamic of the race. The age and fitness ques-
tions surrounding Biden would dissipate. It would 
thrust the Supreme Court’s repeal of Roe Vs. Wade (an 
unpopular decision with the broader electorate) to the 
forefront, particularly with the Heritage Foundation’s 
2025 blueprint for a second Trump presidency taking 
aim at contraception and abortion drugs.

And it would feature a former DA against Trump, 
who was convicted on 34 felonies last spring.

The next week will reveal many of these compel-
ling secrets. And it means ... anything can happen.

Anything.
Howey is a senior writer and columnist for State Affairs/Howey 

Politics Indiana. Follow him on X @hwypol.

Politicking

Brian 
Howey

Repeat, repeat, repeat
Repetition while teaching 

children is a necessary tool 
that allows them to absorb 
information and to build on 
it for future understanding. It 
is why my teachers required 
repeating times tables and 
words in language class.

When it comes to the 
Middle East, repetition has 
been unsuccessful in caus-
ing Europeans and many in 
America to accept certain 
truths.

To repeat. Hamas and Iran, 
and every other terror organization, 
are on record by their words and 
deeds about their goals: the complete 
destruction of Israel; a one- state 
solution with themselves in control 
and either expelling or killing as 
many Israelis as possible; that no 
diplomatic efforts will deter them 
from their objective and the reason 
is they believe they have a mandate 
from Allah to do what they are doing; 
if they are killed, their reward is an 
immediate transport to Heaven and 
all those virgins who await them.

Former Israeli diplomat Yoram 
Ettinger gets to the heart of the mat-
ter when he writes:” The diplomatic 
option assumes that the Ayatollahs 
are amenable to good faith negotia-
tion and peaceful coexistence. It dis-
misses the regime-change option and 
resists the option of a viable military 
option hovering above the head of 
Iran’s rogue Ayatollahs. The State 

Department’s detachment 
from Middle East reality 
has been underscored by 
the suspension of eco-
nomic (and especially oil 
export) sanctions, which 
has yielded to the Aya-
tollahs’ anti-US rogue 
machine more than $100 
(billion) since February 
2021.”

Despite these recent 
and previous examples 
that Israel’s enemies are 

serious about their objec-
tives and the unseriousness and 
denials of reality by the secular 
West, President Biden has decided to 
ramp-up pressure on Israel to order 
an immediate ceasefire. He thinks 
this will get the remaining hostages 
released. Even if it did, a temporary 
ceasefire (which the UN and others 
will demand be made permanent) 
would serve as a lifeline to Hamas, 
allowing them to regroup and rebuild 
because they have said they have no 
intention of abandoning their goals. 
Suppose they decide to do another 
Oct. 7 attack on Israel (as they have 
threatened) taking more hostages and 
repeating the cycle? It doesn’t take a 
modern prophet to predict that it will 
if Hamas is not destroyed and secu-
rity is established to protect both the 
residents of Gaza and Israel.

There are many sermons by Islam-
ic clergy, many textbooks that teach 
hatred of Jews and Israel and many 

media stories (sadly, they are not only 
from the Muslim world, but also in 
the Western press) that appear more 
on the side of Hamas than Israel. 
Here is an excerpt from one of many 
sermons delivered a decade ago at the 
al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem. The 
speaker, identified as Ali Abu Ahmad, 
calls for Jerusalem’s liberation from 
“the Jews, the most vile of creatures” 
and for the destruction of America 
and the international coalition against 
Islamic State.

“Oh Allah,” he prayed, “annihilate 
America and its coalition. Oh Allah, 
enable us to cut off their heads. Oh 
Allah, help our brothers, the mujahi-
deen in the land of Iraq and Syria...”

There have been numerous state-
ments of this kind before and after 
that sermon. Why would anyone need 
them repeated to understand their 
goal and why must the West endlessly 
repeat support for policies that have 
not and cannot work?

Back in April, the Jerusalem Post 
reported that Defense Minister Yoav 
Gallant announced “the IDF with-
drew from Khan Yunis after Hamas 
ceased to function in the area, adding 
that the troops left in preparation for a 
coming Rafah operation.”

Winston Churchill said it best and 
his words bear repeating: “Victory 
at all costs, victory in spite of all ter-
ror, victory however long and hard 
the road may be; for without victory, 
there is no survival.”

tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Cal 
Thomas

One of the most disheartening 
things I saw following the failed 
attempt to assassinate Donald Trump 
was a concentrated, days-long social 
media flogging of a female U.S. 
Secret Service agent.

Social media users clipped shots of 
her from video, spread them and com-
mented on her hair, height, weight and 
nerves.

It was a pile-on like I have rarely 
seen.

But the biggest com-
ment in the posts has 
been about “DEI,” which 
stands for diversity, 
equity and inclusion. 
Commenters wrote that 
the agent got her job only 
through efforts to diversify the Secret Service.

I don’t know her name or any of her qualifications. 
And neither does anyone else. The assumption that she 
isn’t qualified simply because she is a woman is wrong 
and upsetting.

She ran up on that stage amid gunfire to protect 
Trump with her life. She did her job and she — not the 
shooter — has become a target for hurtful rhetoric.

Yes, she fumbled while holstering her gun as the 
motorcade pulled away. But I can’t even imagine the 
adrenaline coursing through her veins moments after 
protecting a presidential candidate from violence that 
claimed the life of another.

And it’s just the latest example of pushback on DEI.
Take a stroll through social media, columns and other 

commentator quips. Essentially if you aren’t white or a 
man, the first response is to throw DEI around.

It’s a hurtful assumption that these people haven’t 
earned their positions through qualifications and hard 
work.

I, for one, am heartened to see women in leadership 
positions. It’s easy to tell someone anything is possible. 
But it is far more realistic if a child can see a person that 
looks like them doing just that.

For instance, Indiana Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Loretta Rush recently announced she will seek another 
term leading Indiana’s court system and I couldn’t be 
happier.

No one better say DEI about her.
Rush has led with distinction, serving the cause of 

justice for more than 40 years as both an attorney and 
jurist.

When she was appointed to the Indiana Supreme 
Court, Indiana was one of only two states without a 
woman on the court. That is despite being half the popu-
lation. Additionally, she is only the second woman to 
ever hold a position on the state’s top court.

Rush’s position means something to women — that 
they can reach the top of their chosen fields despite 
challenges that men don’t face.

The National Center for State Courts reports that this 
year, 21 states have female chief justices; in 2019, 16 
did. The number of states with over 40% female justices 
increased from 34 in 2023 to 35 in 2024, and those with 
over 50% increased from 13 in 2023 to 15 in 2024.

Women have served as governor in 32 states but not 
here in Indiana. So far, the position of lieutenant gover-
nor seems to be the ceiling.

Diversity isn’t a bad thing, and it doesn’t mean a per-
son isn’t qualified. And, here’s a crazy thought, often the 
person is even better. Not because of their sex or race 
but because of their skills. We are giving them an open-
ing and they are seizing it. They aren’t DEI hires. They 
are hires. Period.

Of course, standards should not be lowered to make 
that happen. But reaching out to encourage people of all 
genders, race, religion and age to apply for positions is 
simply giving more people a chance.

Expanding the pool of candidates is the best way 
to get to diversity. And once there let a person’s work 
ethic, talent and credentials win the day.

Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, a non-
profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle.com

DEI bullying assumes people 
didn’t earn their jobs

Niki
Kelly

Hoosier
Opinions
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This is the final column 
that includes some changes 
to the happenings on Festi-
val Day Saturday, July 27. 
Parade begins at 10 a.m. Call 
Tara to enter at 760-6070.

The car show will take 
place as announced in the 
flyer with registration from 
8:30 a.m. to noon at the 
Tower Life Center parking 
lot. Awards will take place at 
2 p.m.

Sis’s Diner will be on 
hand at the car show with 
biscuits and gravy, and some 
sandwiches and maybe ice 
cream. She may also be 
open downtown.

At the ballpark you can 
have pancakes and sausage 
and bratwurst and onion 
rings. After 11 a.m. there 
will be root beer floats, apple 
dumplings, pop and ice 
cream inside the clubhouse 
where you can sit down and 
eat any food you buy else-
where.

Framed pictures of all 
sizes will be on sale at the 
Lions Clubhouse from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

There may be a ballgame 
at the park. Camelot Car-
riages will take you for a 
free ride compliments of the 
Zanesville Churches. Just 
watch for them as they will 

probably have a couple of 
pick-up spots.

The town will be full of 
garage sales on Friday and 
Saturday.

On Friday you can get 
breakfast or lunch at the 
Zanesville Church of God 
during their sale.

County Line Pizza & Pub 
will also be open.

Pray for a great day and 
fine weather!

Lafayette Central’s grad-
uating class of 1950 has lost 
a classmate recently. Kath-
ryn Johnson Ponsot passed 
away at the age of 91 on 
July 6. She and her husband 
Tom were well known in 
Zanesville before her mov-
ing to Ossian. Tom is also 
deceased. Our condolences 
to the family and friends.

Wendy Bailey sends us 
news about Wells County 
Alive & Well:

Dear Friends,
Because of you, we had 

an amazing school year in 
2023-24. Over 3,200 fifth 
through 12th grade stu-
dents were impacted in our 
area. Through our anony-
mous surveys, we learned 
that a large number of stu-
dents struggle with anxiety, 
depression and low self-
esteem. Too many of them 

also admitted that they do 
not want to live. We taught 
them about their value as 
human beings, methods of 
improving their brain health, 
tips for stress reduction and 
skills for coping with dif-
ficulties We also provided 
them with contact informa-
tion for sources of help. If 
you would like to support 
us contact 650 N. Main St. 
Suite B, Bluffton, IN 46714, 
855-425-4832, wendy@
aliveandwellteens.com, 
aliveandwellteens.com.

Do you see the LifeWise 
Academy signs? Here is 
some information: The non-
profit’s program, LifeWise 
Academy, provides religious 
instruction to public school 
students off campus during 
school hours. The concept 
is protected by a 1952 U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling.

LifeWise has programs 
in Adams, DeKalb, Noble, 
Wells and Whitley counties. 
The website indicates Life-
Wise is aligned with historic, 
orthodox Christian beliefs 
as expressed in the Nicene 
Creed. LifeWise believes the 
storyline of scripture that cli-
maxes in the central gospel 
message that Jesus Christ 
died for people’s sins and 
was raised from the dead.

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

428 S. Oak Street in Bluffton
260-824-5222 

www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/wellsco-
creativearts

Instagram: @creativeartscouncil
Creative Arts office hours — Monday 

through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday 
(by appointment only).

Fall Registration for
Creative Arts Dance Academy

Information regarding our dance sched-
ule, tuition, and performance opportunities 
can be found on our website at:  https://
www.wellscocreativearts.com/creative-
movement

If you would like to receive a fall dance 
packet or have specific questions, please call 
(260) 824-5222

Fall dance classes begin September 3rd!
***Audition Announcement***

We are eager to announce that our Fall 
Theater Production will be Mark Twain’s 
“Tom Sawyer!” This is a play adaptation of 
the classic story that is sure to draw in actors 
and audiences, both young and old!  Regis-
ter for auditions at:  https://www.wellscocre-
ativearts.com/other-yearly-productions

For  more  informat ion  p lease 
visit:   https://www.facebook.com/
events/373432615684636

Auditions:
Thursday, August 1 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Friday, August 2 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 3 from 10:00 a.m.-

12:00 p.m.
Enrolling for Summer

Choir Camp this August!
Who: This camp will be directed by 

Alyssa Plisco and is for students 8-12 years 
old. 

When: August 19-22 and 26-28 with a 
performance on August 29 from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Rehearsals will be 5:30-7:30 p.m. and 
are mandatory. 

Where: Creative Arts, 428 S Oak St, 
Bluffton

Tuition: $85 per student
Registration at:  https://www.wellscocre-

ativearts.com/summer-choir-camp
New** Beginner Drum class (8 weeks)
When:  Mondays, August 19th - October 

14 from 6:00 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.
Tuition:  $25 for 45 minute lesson
Registration and more information at:  

https://www.wellscocreativearts.com/drum-
lessons
Parlor City Shakespeare presents “Much 

Ado About Nothing”
Friday, September 13 at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 14 at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, September 15 at 6:30 p.m.
Free Admission
Parlor City Plaza

Ongoing Activities 
Creative Crew: Tuesdays from 8:30 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m. All forms of creativity wel-
come: painting, drawing, needlework and 
more…. spend the morning working on 
your craft and socialize with other artists.  
Enter Door 1 or Door 10 at Life Community 
Church, the creative crew meets in the cafe. 

Readers’ Brown Bag Luncheon: Meet-
ing the last Tuesday of the month at noon at 
Life Community Church, enter door 10.  All 
readers are welcome.  Feel free to call the 
office for more information.

***Important Scheduling Note: Changes can 
occur after the Creative Happenings column has 
been published. Please confirm dates and times 
before planning to participate in programs and 
activities***

Creative Arts Council activities are support-
ed by memberships, sponsors and grants from 
funders including Arts United, a regional agency; 
the Indiana Arts Commission, a state agency; and 
the National Endowment for the Arts, a national 
agency.

Events at the Creative Arts 
Council of Wells County

This special feature made possible by these community minded businesses:

 260-565-3131
 www.adamswells.com

  A Division of The Craigville Telephone Company 

 Local Company - Local People
 - Local Service CLAIM YOUR SPOT!

$41/mo. for one runs.
$73/mo. for BOTH runs.

  The 
News-Banner
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DOLLAR DRIVE-IN DAYS 
Affordable Summer family fun! 

Now Playing: 
6/28 @ 6pm - Toy Story 

7/19 @ 6pm - Monsters, Inc. 

8/9 @ 6pm - Beauty & the Beast 

Each movie costs just $1 per 
vehicle and there will be     

concessions  and ice cream 
from Major League Creamery 

for purchase!  

All funds collected will support our scholarship 
fund which helps everyone participate at the Y!  

FALL OUTDOOR SOCCER LEAGUE 
NOW REGISTERING! 

Ages 4-14 

League dates: 

9/7/24 - 10/19/24 

Members: $40, Nonmembers $80 

Register now at the Y, fwymca.org, or 260.565.9622 

 Registration ends August 15. 

Volunteer 
coaches 
needed! 

CAYLOR-NICKEL FDN. FAMILY Y   550 W. Dustman Rd, Bluffton, IN 46714 
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Berne’s Swiss Heritage 
Village will be celebrating 
during Berne Swiss Days 
with a variety of events on 
Friday and Saturday, July 
26-27.

Friday events
Indoor museum and 12 

historical buildings open.
Horse Pull: 10 a.m.-4 

p.m.
Saturday events

Site open from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. with events to 
include a tractor pull, 
antique engine and tractor 
show, car show, vendors 
and apple dumplings served 
in the barn.

The village is open Mon-

day through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. through 
Oct. 31, closed Sundays and 
holidays. More information 
at swissheritage.org or call 
260-589-8007.

Programs at the 4-H cabin

Dulcimer concert
The Standing Room Only Dulcimer Quartet was rained out of the 4-H Cabin area and 
headed inside the 4-H Community Building to present their concert Sunday afternoon. 
Members of the group from the Leo area are Linda Eager, Janet Eger, Tom Jones and 
Kathy Jones. It was learned that the group plays every Tuesday morning from 9 to 11 
a.m. at the Perk’s Peak Coffee Shop, 9715 St. Joseph St., in the Leo-Cedarville area. 
(Photos by Barbara Barbieri)

Spinning and needle felting
Also taking shelter in the 4-H Community Building Sunday evening were the Pioneer 
Crafters who were busily demonstrating spinning and needle felting. Left to right are 
Shelby Kipfer and Janel Frank, both spinning, and Rachel Baumgartner who was  cre-
ating an animal by the needle felting method.

On Saturday, Aug. 10, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sweetwater 
Sound will host a free Gui-
tar Fest in Fort Wayne. 

Offered will be one day 
deals, meet and greet with 
artists, demos of new prod-

ucts, free restringing event, 
check out Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame displays and pop-
up performances by You-
Tube Artists Davydas and 
Sean Daniel. More informa-
tion at Sweetwater.com.

All of the free concerts 
will be held in Celebra-
tion Park at the fairgrounds 
and will begin at 7:30 p.m., 
unless otherwise noted. Seat-
ing is first come, first served.

Aug. 2: Three Dog Night
Aug. 3:Hard Days Night 

(2 p.m.) and Live & Let Die 
(Paul McCartney music)

Aug. 4: Gladys Knight
Aug. 6: TBA
Aug. 7:Buddy Guy

Aug. 8: Dogstar
Aug. 9: Bell Biv Devoe
Aug. 19: Fearless (Taylor 

Swift Tribute)
Aug. 11: Blessing Offer 

(2 p.m.), Sonora Dynamita 
(6 p.m.) and Newsboys

Aug. 14: Happy Together 
Tour

Aug. 15: Sublime with 
Rome

Aug. 16: Gary Allan
Aug. 17: TBA

Aug. 18: Gospel Music 
Festival (3 p.m.) and Yolan-
da Adams 

Please note that all visi-
tors to the fairgrounds may 
be subject to bag search and 
magnetometer screening. 
The fairgrounds open daily 
at 9 a.m. and close at 10 p.m.  
(11 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays). Admission os 
$16 and free to those 5 and 
younger. Parking is $10.

www.PerfectPetBluffton.com

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 11-2
Emily Striker & Amanda Clark Owners

618 N. Main St., Bluff ton (beside Taco Bell)  •  260-846-0276

Curb Side Service Available 
Call in Your Order for Convenience

SpecialS

205 W. Market St.
Bluffton, iN

Mon-Sat 10am - 3am • Closed Sunday

Jalapeno popper 
Burger

Tues., July 23 & Wed., July 24

Steak Tips
Fri., July 26 & Sat., July 27

~

Free concerts at the Indiana State Fair

Swiss Days at Swiss Heritage Village, July 26-27

Guitar Fest at Sweetwater Sound
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Celebrate    45    Years with  
15-50% Off Hundreds of Items! 

Join us from July 25th – 27th  
to celebrate 45 years as your #1 destination  

for natural wellness. Save up to 50% on hundreds of 
items, enter to win valuable prizes, and enjoy good food. 

Thank you for making us your #1 destination for 
natural wellness products & services! 

Scan the QR Code to learn more! 
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●Visit our website www.fcc-na.com      
● Apply in person 
 
 
 
 

FCC (Adams) is a World Leader 
in clutch technology.   
 
 
- An equal opportunity employer - 

 

T��� �� �����! 1-866-902-0138

FISHER'S
GARAGE DOORS, LLC

S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

• Replace Broken Springs
& Cables on All Makes

• Replace or Repair Doors
& Openers on All Makes

Wells
Jay
Allen 
Grant
Adams 
Blackford
Huntington 

&RESIDENTIAL  
COMMERCIAL

“Large Enough to Serve, Small Enough to Care”

260-849-0206 • www.fishersgaragedoors.com

CALL ISAAC STOLLER
AUCTIONEER • REAL ESTATE BROKER

260.413.3515

CALL ISAAC STOLLER
AUCTIONEER • REAL ESTATE BROKER

260.413.3515260.413.3515

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR LAND?
THE FINEST ASSETS IN THE WORLD, INCLUDING 

FARM LAND, ARE SOLD AT AUCTION!

By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer

LeBron James saved the U.S. from what 
would have been a stunning loss.

James’ layup with 8 seconds left was the 
go-ahead basket Sat-
urday, and the U.S. 
Olympic team that’ll 
soon head to the Paris 
Games escaped with 
a 101-100 win over 
South Sudan in Lon-
don, rallying from 
a 16-point deficit to 
avoid perhaps the big-
gest upset in the pro-
gram’s history.

South Sudan, the 
African nation that 

gained its independence just 13 years ago 
and is about to play in the Olympics for the 
first time, led for more than half the game 
and had a chance to win at the end. But Car-
lik Jones’ runner off the glass missed with 
about 4 seconds left, and the Americans sur-
vived.

“I’m going to be honest: I like those bet-
ter than the blowouts,” James said as he 
walked off the court. “At least we get test-
ed.”

Oh, they got tested — by a team that 
came into the game as 43.5-point underdogs 
, according to BetMGM Sportsbook.

“A good reminder that when we play 

against teams, it’s the big-
gest game of their lives,” 
U.S. coach Steve Kerr said. 
“We have to expect every-
one to play like that.”

Down by 16 at one point, 
the Americans dug out of 
that hole with an 18-0 run 
in the second half — then 
needed heroics at the end 
anyway. JT Thor’s 3-point-
er with 20 seconds left gave 
South Sudan a 100-99 lead, 
then the Americans called 
timeout and put the ball in James’ hands.

He made it look easy: He waited, waited, 
waited, then drove and laid it in with ease to 
put the U.S. back on top, and the Americans 
got the stop they needed at the end.

James finished with a game-high 25 
points, six rebounds and seven assists for the 
U.S., which improved to 4-0 with one game 
left — Monday vs. World Cup champion 
Germany — on its pre-Olympic exhibition 
tour. Anthony Davis added 15 points and 11 
rebounds for the Americans.

Marial Shayok had 24 points for South 
Sudan and Jones had a triple-double — 15 
points, 11 rebounds and 11 assists.

The teams will meet in group play in the 
Paris Olympics on July 31.

“It’s basketball. It happens,” U.S. guard 
Stephen Curry said. “You want to play per-
fect every game; it doesn’t happen. But can 

you dig deep and do the little 
things that help you win? 
Offense can come and go, 
but defense is the thing that 
helps you win champion-
ships, medals, all that stuff.”

It should have been a mis-
match, and for the first half, 
it was — just not in the way 
anyone would have expected.

The U.S. roster has 12 
players, all of them All-Stars 
or NBA champions or both, 
with a total of 189,038 points 

in their regular-season careers, with 7,832 
combined starts. South Sudan has four play-
ers who have appeared in an NBA game. 
They’ve scored a combined 1,228 points and 
started 19 games.

Didn’t matter. It was 8-0 U.S. after 2 1/2 
minutes. The rest of the half: South Sudan 
58, U.S. 34. The Americans allowed South 
Sudan to shoot 61% in the first half and got 
outscored 21-3 from 3-point range in the 
first 20 minutes.

“I did not do a great job preparing our 
team,” Kerr said. “We did not focus enough 
on what they’re capable of, and that’s on me. 
I think that really allowed South Sudan to 
gain confidence early. ... They were great. 
They played a wonderful game and the end-
ing was good for us, just to feel that, to feel 
what it’s going to be like in Paris and Lille.”

An 18-0 run in the second half — James 

involved in most of it — was what really 
saved the U.S., turning a 76-65 deficit into 
an 83-76 lead.

South Sudan led by 16 late in the first 
half — 58-42 — before the Americans got 
the last basket to cut the deficit to 14 at the 
break.

But the 18-0 run was key. James had 
four assists during the spurt and Curry, from 
about 35 feet, connected on a 3-pointer late 
in the third that gave the U.S. its first lead 
since the first quarter at 79-76.

Wenyen Gabriel banked in a 3-pointer to 
get South Sudan within 85-84, but James — 
his former teammate with the Los Angeles 
Lakers — connected on a 3 on the ensuing 
U.S. possession, and the Americans would 
eventually pull through by the slimmest of 
margins.

“Today we were able to represent our 
country with pride and we put up a good 
fight and showed the potential of our coun-
try,” Gabriel said. “I think it was a proud 
moment for a lot of people.”

Davis said the team got to the arena late, 
thrown off by standstill London traffic, and 
that routines going into the game were dis-
rupted. Maybe so, but South Sudan showed 
the U.S. that nobody at the Olympics will 
concede anything to the four-time defending 
gold medalists.

“Doesn’t matter when it comes to how 
close the game is,” James said. “We went out 
there to get better.”

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer

TROON, Scotland (AP) — Xander 
Schauffele went from the most nerve-
wracking putt of his career to the cool-
est walk toward an 18th green he ever 
imagined.

He won a nail-biter at the PGA 
Championship in May. He delivered 
a masterpiece Sunday in the British 
Open. Two different finishes, two dif-
ferent feelings.

One major conclusion.
Schauffele has more than enough 

game and all the confidence in the 
world to win the biggest champion-
ships. Questioned at the start of the 
season whether he could win a major, 
he now has two of them.

Schauffele closed with a 6-under 65 
with a final round that ranks among the 
most memorable in British Open histo-
ry, particularly the 31 on the back nine. 
It matched the best score of the week 
at Royal Troon with nothing less than 
the claret jug riding on the outcome.

He played bogey-free in a daunting 

wind and turned a two-shot deficit into 
a two-shot victory for his second major 
of the year.

It also gave the Americans a sweep 
of the four majors for the first time 
since 1982.

“It’s a dream come true to win two 
majors in one year,” Schauffele said. 
“It took me forever just to win one, and 
to have two now is something else.”

He won the PGA Championship at 
Valhalla by making a 6-foot birdie putt 
on the final hole for a 65. In a final 
round set up for high drama at Royal 
Troon — six players one shot behind, 
nine players separated by three shots 
— Schauffele made a tense Sunday 
look like a nice walk along the Irish 
Sea.

“I think winning the first one helped 
me a lot today on the back nine,” he 
said. “I had some feeling of calmness 
come through. It was very helpful on 
what has been one of the hardest back 
nines I’ve ever played in a tourna-
ment.”

It sure didn’t show. Standing on the 

18th tee, Schauffele said he turned to 
caddie and longtime friend Austin Kai-
ser and told him that he had felt calm 
down the decisive back nine.

“He said he was about to puke,” 
Schauffele said.

In the 90-year history of four 
majors, Schauffele became the first 
player to win two majors in one season 
with a final-round 65. Jack Nicklaus is 
the only other player to do that in his 
career.

And he never looked more calm, 
oozing that cool California vibe even 
as the wind presented so much trouble 
at Royal Troon.

Schauffele pulled away with three 
birdies in a four-hole stretch early on 
the back nine to go from two shots 
behind to leading by as many as three.

He won by two shots over Ameri-
can Billy Horschel and Justin Rose, the 
43-year-old from England who had to 
go through 36-hole qualifying just to 
get into the field. They were among 
four players who had at least a share of 

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Kyle 
Larson’s left Indianapolis in May in 
the middle of one of the most agoniz-

ing days of his 
racing career.

In his return 
Sunday, Larson 
finished one of 
the most memo-
rable races of his 
career with one 
of sports’ more 
revered celebra-
tions — kissing 
the bricks at Indi-
anapolis Motor 

Speedway.
The 31-year-old Californian over-

came an early, unscheduled pit stop by 
charging from 12th place into the lead 
over the final 32 laps. He won battles 
for the lead off the final two restarts 
and barely avoiding a third overtime to 
win his first Brickyard 400 under cau-
tion.

“Today was definitely meant to 
be for us with the way the strategy 
was working out and all that fell into 
place,” Larson said after jumping 
on the roof of his car and climbing 
through the fence to thank the roaring 
fans. “I just can’t believe it. It’s just 
surreal to win here.”

Perhaps it will help Larson forget 
just how miserable he was Memo-
rial Day weekend when rain in India-
napolis and Charlotte, North Carolina, 
washing away his shot at completing 

the full 1,100 miles of the two races. 
He didn’t even turn a lap in the Coca-
Cola 600 after scrambling to fly in.

On Sunday, though, he rebounded 
with brilliant tactical racing and, yes, 
some good luck.

Larson was running third in the paint 
scheme he was supposed to have for the 
600 when race leader Brad Keselowski 
ran out of fuel and pulled off the track 
just before the second-to-last restart. 
That put Larson in position to pull into 
the shorter inside lane, next to Ryan 
Blaney’s second-place car, and Larson 
easily leapfrogged Blaney — just ahead 
of a five-car crash that brought a red flag 
and a second overtime.

This time, after needing an assist to 
get his No. 5 Chevrolet refired, Larson 
again beat Blaney on the inside and 
reached the finish line before another 
caution flag came out.

“I don’t know what was driving him 
today other than he wanted to win the 
Brickyard 400,” said Jeff Gordon, who 
won five Brickyard 400s before rejoin-
ing the Hendricks team as an execu-
tive. “You could tell he was driving for 
a purpose.”

Pole winner Tyler Reddick wound 
up second as Blaney dropped to third.

Larson has now won three of NAS-
CAR’s four crown jewel races, all but 
the Daytona 500, and this one came 
in the first Cup race held on Indy’s 
historic 2.5-mile since 2020. The last 
three covered 200 miles on the track’s 
14-turn road course.

His fourth win of the season also 
put him atop the Cup standings, ahead 

of Hendrick Motorsports teammate 
Chase Elliott, with four races left 
before the playoff begins.

The thrilling finish didn’t come by 
happenstance, though.

Keselowski gambled he could run 
the final 59 laps without pitting for 
fuel — and he essentially did. What he 
didn’t count on was the race going an 
extra seven laps. And Blaney had been 
trying to fend off the hard-charging 
Larson for several laps, even blocking 
his low line once, to stay in front.

“That’s a heartbreaker. We did 
everything right today,” said Blaney, 
who finished third after the fateful 
twist. “He was in prime position to 
win, and it just didn’t work out for us.”

But with most drivers in fuel-saving 
mode, Larson just kept pushing hard 
— making team owner and pace car 
driver Rick Hendrick nervous.

“He was coming through the field 
like a rocket,” Hendrick said. “It was 
hard to pass, but he made it look a little 
bit easier to pass. Then I was worried 
when he got up to second or third, I 
started worrying about fuel. They said 
we had enough for one overtime, but 
we were holding our breath. But he put 
on a show. That’s Kyle Larson.”’

And now, even though Hendrick 
didn’t give his approval Sunday, Lar-
son told the crowd he wants to make 
amends for what happened in May by 
trying it all again.

“I wish we could have done both,” 
Larson said. “But, I think everything 
comes full circle and everything’s 
meant to be.”

By GAVIN DORSEY 
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — Nico Hoerner doubled and 
scored the tying run in the ninth inning, then walked 
with the bases loaded in the 10th to give the Chicago 
Cubs a 2-1 victory over the Arizona Diamondbacks 
on Sunday.

Chicago entered the ninth with just one hit before 
Hoerner sparked the late rally as the Cubs avoided the 
sweep.

“I don’t like to change my at-bats too much in the 
late opposition, but you do know that if you get on 
base, you’ve got the guys on our team who have had 
our best at-bats right behind you, and I have a lot of 
trust in them,” Hoerner said. “(Michael) Busch has 
been so consistent for a long time now, Seiya (Suzu-
ki) as well, so a lot of trust in them and I felt like they 
had a great chance to try and win the game.”

Cubs All-Star pitcher Shota Imanaga had a career-
high 10 strikeouts and gave up two hits over seven 
innings, including a home run to Eugenio Suárez.

“He’s always staying calm, he’s always stable, he 
always creates a really good game,” Suzuki of Imana-
ga through an interpreter. “We’ve had a couple games 
where we weren’t able to hit in those situations, but 
he pitched amazing today.”

The Cubs prevailed after Brandon Pfaadt’s domi-
nant day on the mound. The Arizona ace struck out 
seven and allowed just one hit.

Hoerner doubled down the first-base line to lead 
off the bottom of the ninth and scored on Suzuki’s 
one-out single.

Héctor Neris (8-2) picked up the win for Chicago 
with a scoreless 10th, while Joe Mantiply (3-2) took 
the loss.

Imanaga opened the game by striking out all three 
batters in the first and didn’t allow a hit until Randal 
Grichuk’s single with two outs in the sixth. In the 
fifth, Imanaga got his eighth strikeout on a low split-
ter that fooled Arizona’s Jose Herrera, who swung so 
hard that his bat flew down the third-base line.

“During spring training, I talked with Dansby 
(Swanson), (Craig) Counsell, (Justin) Steele about 
how to deal with pressure,” Imanaga said through an 
interpreter. “I didn’t really feel pressure out there and 
talking to my teammates, talking to my coaches about 
it, I think that helped.”

Suárez broke the tie in the seventh, sending a 2-1 
pitch over the wall in left field.

UP NEXT
Diamondbacks RHP Yilber Diaz (1-0, 1.50 ERA) 

is set to make his third career start Monday at Kansas 
City. The Cubs will host the Brewers in a three-game 
series beginning Monday and plan to start RHP Javier 
Assad (4-3, 3.27).

By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer

PHOENIX (AP) — There is no panic in the U.S. wom-
en’s Olympic team. The Americans have been in this spot 
before.

The U.S. lost to the WNBA All-Star team on Saturday 
night 117-109 and are headed on a flight to London to con-
tinue their prep for the Paris Olympics. Breanna Stewart 
said it felt like deja vu and she wasn’t wrong.

The 2021 Olympic team also lost to the WNBA All-Star 
team in a tune-up to the Tokyo Games. They went on to 
cruise to a seventh consecutive gold medal.

Just like in the 2021 exhibition game, the Americans had 

Kyle Larson

LeBron James

James hits go-ahead shot, U.S. avoids upset vs. South Sudan

Hoerner’s walk in 
extras gives Cubs 
win over Dbacks

U.S. women’s Olympic 
hoops team knows it 
has work to do

(Continued on Page A2)

Xander Schauffele wins the British 
Open for his 2nd major this year

Larson races to his 1st Brickyard 400 win, 
making a late charge through the field

(Continued on Page A2)



S P O R T SPage 2a • The News-Banner • MONDAY, JULY 22, 2024

Check out these 
websites of local 
& area companies 
and businesses.

Ask for our latest Website visitor statistics! 
The power of print and the Internet, working 
for you! Call 824-0224 for more information.

hidaymotors.com EdwardJones.com

blu� tontire.com

Bluffton 
Tire

thomarich.com

Th oma/Rich, 
Lemler

Funeral Home

riverstonedental.net

jerry� ackinsuranceandinvestments.com

Jerry Flack
& Associates

lafontainecenter.org
A RHF Community

abovebeyondrecon.com

&ABOVE  BEYOND
Vehicle Reconditioning

stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

family dentistry

nb-digital.com
Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO

Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 
Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring

Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

myersfuneralhomes.com3riversfcu.org

Have a Webs ite?
Tell the World!

daniels-jewelers.net 2155 N. Main St., Bluffton
 (260)824-9643

 www.daniels-jewelers.net

kellysautocollision.com

Owners: Dustin Kelly
820 W. Washington Street, Bluffton

824-3995

JC’s GARAGE
DOOR

SALES & SERVICE

jcsgaragedoor.com

moserandsonheatingandair.com

ALL SEASON
SERVICE NEEDS
Check Out Our Air Conditioning 
or Furnace Units

219 E. Perry St. Bluff ton

MOSER & SON
Heating 

824-0228
& Air 
Conditioning

myblu� tonsfagent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com
Erin Daugherty

260.827.0527
www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

Erin Daugherty
260.827.0527

www.MyBlufftonSFAgent.com

homecourthomecare.com

dazeys.com/blu� ton-ingenesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

mrkoolheatingandair.com

icav.us

lengerichmeats.com

thegmcfamily.com

ste�  nancial.comSecurities o� ered through � urston Springer Financial (Member FINRA & SIPC). Ste� en Financial is independent of � urston Springer.

TIM STEFFEN - Financial Consultant
110 W. Cherry St • Blufft  on | 260.824.8175 | tim@ste�  nancial.com

Are Your Investments Healthy?  Get a Checkup!
From Tim at Ste� en Financial Group.

S T E F F E N
F i n an c i a l  Group

S GF

extension.purdue.edu/wells

infarmbureau.com

START WITH US 
AND STOP KNOCKING ON WOOD.  

Bluffton Office | (260) 824-2234

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
New York	 21	 4	 .840	 —
Connecticut	 18	 6	 .750	 2½
Indiana	 11	 15	 .423	 10½
Chicago	 10	 14	 .417	 10½
Atlanta	 7	 17	 .292	 13½
Washington	 6	 19	 .240	 15

WESTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Minnesota	 17	 8	 .680	 —
Seattle	 17	 8	 .680	 —
Las Vegas	 16	 8	 .667	 ½
Phoenix	 13	 12	 .520	 4
Los Angeles	 6	 18	 .250	 10½
Dallas	 6	 19	 .240	 11

Saturday’s Games
Team 117, USAB 109

Sunday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Baltimore	 60	 39	 .606	 —
New York	 59	 42	 .584	 2
Boston	 53	 45	 .541	 6½
Tampa Bay	 50	 49	 .505	 10
Toronto	 45	 54	 .455	 15

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Cleveland	 59	 39	 .602	 —
Minnesota	 54	 44	 .551	 5
Kansas City	 55	 45	 .550	 5
Detroit	 49	 51	 .490	 11
Chicago	 27	 74	 .267	 33½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Los Angeles	 59	 41	 .590	 —
San Diego	 52	 50	 .510	 8
Arizona	 51	 49	 .510	 8
San Francisco	48	 52	 .480	 11
Colorado	 36	 64	 .360	 23

Saturday’s Games
Tampa Bay 9, N.Y. Yankees 1
Detroit 7, Toronto 3
Oakland 8, L.A. Angels 2
Kansas City 6, Chicago White 

Sox 1
San Diego 7, Cleveland 0
Baltimore 8, Texas 4
L.A. Dodgers 7, Boston 6, 11 

innings
Milwaukee 8, Minnesota 4, 12 

innings
Houston 4, Seattle 2

Sunday’s Games
Toronto 5, Detroit 4
Milwaukee 8, Minnesota 7
San Diego 2, Cleveland 1
Kansas City 4, Chicago White 

Sox 1
Tampa Bay 6, N.Y. Yankees 4
Texas 3, Baltimore 2
Seattle 6, Houston 4
L.A. Angels 8, Oakland 5
L.A. Dodgers 9, Boston 6

Monday’s Games
Tampa Bay (Littell 3-6) at N.Y. Yan-

kees (Rodón 9-7), 1:05 p.m.
Detroit (Skubal 10-3) at Cleveland 

(Carrasco 3-7), 6:40 p.m.
Philadelphia (Suárez 10-4) at Min-

nesota (Ober 8-5), 7:40 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Fedde 7-3) at 

Texas (Lorenzen 5-5), 8:05 p.m.
Arizona (Diaz 1-0) at Kansas City 

(Ragans 6-6), 8:10 p.m.
Boston (Houck 8-6) at Colorado 

(Márquez 0-0), 8:40 p.m.
Houston (Arrighetti 4-7) at Oakland 

(Harris 1-3), 9:40 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Anderson 8-8) at 

Seattle (Miller 7-7), 9:40 p.m.
Tuesday’s Games

Baltimore at Miami, 6:40 p.m.
Detroit at Cleveland, 6:40 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at N.Y. Yankees, 7:05 

p.m.
Tampa Bay at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Philadelphia at Minnesota, 7:40 

p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Texas, 8:05 

p.m.
Arizona at Kansas City, 8:10 p.m.
Boston at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.
Houston at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Philadelphia	 63	 36	 .636	 —
Atlanta	 54	 44	 .551	 8½
New York	 50	 48	 .510	 12½
Washington	 47	 53	 .470	 16½
Miami	 35	 64	 .354	 28

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 57	 42	 .576	 —
St. Louis	 52	 47	 .525	 5
Pittsburgh	 50	 49	 .505	 7
Chicago	 48	 53	 .475	 10
Cincinnati	 47	 53	 .470	 10½

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Los Angeles	 58	 41	 .586	 —
San Diego	 52	 50	 .510	 7½
Arizona	 51	 49	 .510	 7½
San Francisco	48	 52	 .480	 10½
Colorado	 36	 64	 .360	 22½

Saturday’s Games
Atlanta 3, St. Louis 2, 10 innings, 

1st game
N.Y. Mets 1, Miami 0
Pittsburgh 4, Philadelphia 1
Washington 5, Cincinnati 4
San Diego 7, Cleveland 0
St. Louis 9, Atlanta 5, 2nd game
Arizona 3, Chicago Cubs 0
Colorado 4, San Francisco 3
L.A. Dodgers 7, Boston 6, 11 

innings
Milwaukee 8, Minnesota 4, 12 

innings
Sunday’s Games

St. Louis 6, Atlanta 2
Washington 5, Cincinnati 2
Milwaukee 8, Minnesota 7
San Diego 2, Cleveland 1
Philadelphia 6, Pittsburgh 0
Miami 4, N.Y. Mets 2
Chicago Cubs 2, Arizona 1, 10 

innings
San Francisco 3, Colorado 2
L.A. Dodgers 9, Boston 6

Monday’s Games
N.Y. Mets (Peterson 4-0) at Miami 

(Chirinos 0-1), 6:40 p.m.
St. Louis (Pallante 4-4) at Pitts-

burgh (Keller 10-5), 6:40 p.m.
Cincinnati (Greene 6-4) at Atlanta 

(Fried 7-5), 7:20 p.m.

Philadelphia (Suárez 10-4) at Min-
nesota (Ober 8-5), 7:40 p.m.

Milwaukee (Myers 6-3) at Chicago 
Cubs (Assad 4-3), 8:05 p.m.

Arizona (Diaz 1-0) at Kansas City 
(Ragans 6-6), 8:10 p.m.

Boston (Houck 8-6) at Colorado 
(Márquez 0-0), 8:40 p.m.

San Francisco (Snell 0-3) at L.A. 
Dodgers (TBD), 10:10 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Baltimore at Miami, 6:40 p.m.
St. Louis at Pittsburgh, 6:40 p.m.
San Diego at Washington, 6:45 

p.m.
N.Y. Mets at N.Y. Yankees, 7:05 

p.m.
Cincinnati at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
Philadelphia at Minnesota, 7:40 

p.m.
Milwaukee at Chicago Cubs, 8:05 

p.m.
Arizona at Kansas City, 8:10 p.m.
Boston at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers, 

10:10 p.m.

Midwest League
High-A Midwest League Glance	

East Division
	 W	 L	 Pct.	 GB

Dayton 	 14	 10	 .583	 —
x-Lake County 13	 10	 .565	 ½
West Michigan 	12	 11	 .522	 1½
Lansing 	 11	 13	 .458	 3
Great Lakes 	 10	 13	 .435	 3½
Fort Wayne 	 9	 15	 .375	 5

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct.	 GB

x-Wisconsin 	 16	 7	 .696	 —
Cedar Rapids 	14	 10	 .583	 2½
Beloit 	 13	 11	 .542	 3½
Peoria 	 12	 12	 .500	 4½
Quad Cities 	 11	 13	 .458	 5½
South Bend	 7	 17	 .292	 9½
x - First Half winner

Saturday, July 20
West Michigan 5, Dayton 0
Great Lakes 6, Lansing 2, 12 

innings
Quad Cities 8, South Bend 7, 10 

innings
Lake County 10, Fort Wayne 4
Wisconsin 4, Cedar Rapids 3
Beloit 5, Peoria 4, 10 innings

Sunday, July 21
Lansing 1, Great Lakes 0
Lake County 6, Fort Wayne 3
Dayton 4, West Michigan 2
Quad Cities 12, South Bend 2
Wisconsin 5, Cedar Rapids 3
Beloit 8, Peoria 1

Monday, July 22
No games scheduled

Tuesday, July 23
Lansing at West Michigan, 6:35 

p.m.
Lake County at Great Lakes, 7:05 

p.m.
Peoria at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Quad Cities, 7:30 

p.m.
Wisconsin at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.

Wednesday, July 24
Peoria at South Bend, 12:05 p.m.
Lansing at West Michigan, 12:05 

p.m.
Lake County at Great Lakes, 7:05 

p.m.
Fort Wayne at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Quad Cities, 7:30 

News-Banner Scoreboard

BUDAPEST (AP) — Australian driver 
Oscar Piastri won his first Formula One race 
after teammate Lando Norris handed him 
back the lead to complete a McLaren one-
two at the Hungarian Grand Prix on Sunday.

That outstanding result came after a 
long and at times awkward back-and-forth 
between the British team and its top driver 
before Norris finally obeyed orders to let 
Piastri back in front.

Piastri started second behind pole-sitting 
Norris and beat him to the first turn. Norris 
then got ahead after a pit-stop strategy that 

favored him despite being behind his team-
mate, but he eventually listed to team orders 
and let Piastri take the victory.

“This is the day I dreamed of as a kid, 
standing on the top step of the podium,” the 
23-year-old Piastri said. “A bit complicated 
at the end, but I put myself in a good posi-
tion off the start.

“I had a lot of trust in Lando, and I think it 
was a fair decision to swap us back at the end.”

Lewis Hamilton finished third behind the 
papaya-colored pair for his record-extend-
ing 200th career podium.

By BEN NUCKOLS 
AP Sports Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Elly De La Cruz 
predicted before the second half of the season 
began that the Cincinnati Reds were going to 
make the playoffs and “win it all.”

That optimistic goal became even more of 
a long shot on Sunday, when the still-rebuild-
ing Washington Nationals completed a three-
game sweep of the visiting Reds.

The Reds came out of the break three 
games under .500 but only three games out of 
the final NL wild-card spot. They fell to 47-53 
during their lost weekend at Washington, four 
games out of the wild card and last in the NL 
Central.

“We have so much to play for. So much 
time left ahead of us that that’s the focus 
now,” Reds manager David Bell said. “You 
have to find ways to improve, especially 
when things aren’t going well.”

De La Cruz, Cincinnati’s All-Star shortstop, 
doubled in the sixth inning Sunday to extend 
his hitting streak to nine games. He stole two 
bases in the series to increase his major league-
leading total to 48, but the Reds’ sparkplug 
only scored one run in the three losses.

He tried to take third on a hard grounder to 
the left side Sunday and was tagged out. With 
the game tied in the eighth, he walked and 
stole second but was stranded when Jeimer 
Candelario popped up.

Cincinnati got into playoff contention 
thanks to aggressive baserunning — the Reds 
lead the majors in steals — and a strong start-
ing rotation led by All-Star Hunter Greene, 
Andrew Abbott and Nick Lodolo.

Then they got a huge boost from rookie 
Rece Hinds, who was recalled from Triple-
A Louisville on July 8, homered in his big 
league debut and went on to hit five homers 
in his first six games, earning NL Player of 
the Week honors. He was the first player to 
receive that designation in his first week in 
the majors since Houston’s Tyler White and 

Colorado’s Trevor Story in the opening week 
of the 2016 season.

The Reds went 5-1 during Hinds’ scalding 
start, but he’s 1 for 12 since and got his first 
day off Sunday.

Bell said neither he nor Hinds were overre-
acting to the rookie’s brief slump. He tried to 
ease any pressure on Hinds by chatting with 
him about baserunning.

“He’s done great since he’s been here. 
You obviously want to keep that going,” Bell 
said. “But there’s so many ways in this game 
to contribute and compete. I haven’t talked to 
Rece specifically about his hitting, but we’ve 
talked about other things.”

Any further contributions from Hinds 
would boost a team that struggles to cash in 
on its speed. The Reds rank 27th in the majors 
in batting and 22nd in on-base percentage.

They knocked Nationals starter MacKen-
zie Gore out of Saturday night’s game after 
two innings but couldn’t put Washington 
away, leaving nine runners on base as Wash-
ington rallied for a 5-4 win.

On Sunday, they got two solo homers but 
otherwise did little against Nationals starter 
Jake Irvin.

Cincinnati will try to salvage its nine-game 
trip starting Monday at NL wild card leader 
Atlanta. After three against the Braves, the 
Reds play a weekend series at Tampa Bay.

“There were some missed opportunities 
and games we could have won this series 
for sure,” said Stuart Fairchild, who hom-
ered Sunday. “It’s unfortunate, so, yeah. Let’s 
move on.”

Before the Washington series began, Bell 
took no issue with De La Cruz’s prediction of 
a World Series title.

“Perfect. I mean, that’s the goal. That was 
the goal in spring training,” he said. “We need 
our improvement to show up, because we 
know we have to get better. We know we can 
play better. The way we do that is have the 
same approach.”

no answer for Arike Ogunbowale.
The MVP of Saturday night’s game 

scored all 34 of her points in the second half 
of the victory. She also had earned MVP 
honors in 2021.

“We’ll take this one on the chin, keep 
moving forward,” Stewart said. “Don’t want 
to peak too soon. We’re excited to get to 
London and really focus on this team and 
what our ultimate goal is.”

That goal is continuing one of the greatest 
Olympic streaks ever. The Americans haven’t 
lost a game in the Olympics since 1992.

“This is going to help us tremendously. 
We don’t get that many game opportuni-
ties,” said Stewart, who had 31 points to 
lead the U.S. “We can go back and watch 
the film and focus on how we can continue 
to be better. It was like a little bit of deja vu 
feeling but just locking in.”

The U.S. women’s team is scheduled to 
play Germany in London in an exhibition 
game Tuesday before going to France for 

the Olympics. The Americans are in a pool 
with Belgium, Japan and Germany.

“We have work to do and we know that,” 
U.S. coach Cheryl Reeve said. “Sometimes 
it’s good, adversity, etc. I don’t think we 
needed a game like this to have our atten-
tion. We know how hard it is to do what 
we’re trying to do and we have work to do 
to get there.”

That work starts with getting time togeth-
er on and off the court. The players had a lot 
of other responsibilities over All-Star week-
end besides the game.

They only got to practice as a team twice 
before Saturday’s game. Now they’ll have 
some time together with a lot less distrac-
tion. That will help them improve and get 
ready for what matters most — capping the 
Olympics with another gold medal.

“It’s not time to panic. It’s time to learn 
and grow and figure out how we can be our 
best together,” Stewart said. “We have a 
group of very unselfish players and every-
body wants to succeed here.”

(Continued from Page A1)

U.S. women’s hoops

Dreams of contention for Elly 
De La Cruz and the Reds take a 
hit with a sweep at Washington

the lead at one point Sunday.
They just couldn’t keep up with 

Schauffele. No one could.
“He has a lot of horsepower,” Rose said. 

“He’s good with a wedge, he’s great with a 
putter, he hits the ball a long way, obviously 
his iron play is strong. So he’s got a lot of 
weapons out there. I think probably one of 
his most unappreciated ones is his mentality. 
He’s such a calm guy out there.

“I don’t know what he’s feeling, but he 
certainly makes it look very easy.”

Even with so many players in contention 
early, the engraver was able to get to work 
early on those 16 letters across the base of 
the silver claret jug.

Schauffele kept staring at golf’s oldest 
trophy in his press conference, looking for-
ward to gazing at it in private, wondering 
what kind of drink to pour from it. He said 
he’d leave that up to his father, Stefan, who 
missed his son’s first major title and was 
blubbering on the phone with him.

As to where that final round ranks -- 
Henrik Stenson shot 63 when he won his 
duel with Phil Mickelson at Royal Troon 
in 2016 -- Schauffele left no doubt where it 
stood in his own career.

“At the very tip-top,” Schauffele said. 
“Best round I’ve played.”

Playing in the third-to-last group, he 
matched the round of the championship 
with a score that was just over eight shots 
better than the field average.

The final birdie was a pitch over a pot 
bunker to 4 feet on the par-5 16th. The 
grandstands at The Open are among the 
largest, lining both sides of the fairway as 
Schauffele walked through and soaked up 
the cheers.

“I got chills,” he said.
The 30-year-old from San Diego became 

the first player since Jordan Spieth in 2015 
to win his first two majors in the same sea-
son. And he extended American dominance 
on this Scottish links as the seventh Open 
champion in the last eight visits to Royal 
Troon.

It was the 11th straight year for a first-
time British Open champion, tying a tourna-
ment record.

Rose started one shot behind and closed 
with a 67. That was only good for second 
place. He had a chance to set a record by 

going the longest time between majors after 
his 2013 U.S. Open win.

“Gutted when I walked off the course 
and it hit me hard because I was so strong 
out there today,” Rose said. “Xander got 
it going. I hit a couple of really good putts 
that didn’t fall, and then suddenly that lead 
stretched. I left it all out there. I’m super 
proud of how I competed.”

Horschel, who started the final round 
with a one-shot lead in his bid to win his 
first major, dropped back around the turn 
and birdied his last three holes for a 68.

“I’m disappointed. I should feel disap-
pointed. I had a chance to win a major,” 
Horschel said. “I just made a few too many 
mistakes today when I didn’t need to.”

The player Schauffele had to track down 
was Thriston Lawrence of South Africa, 
who birdied three of four holes to end the 
front nine with a 32.

Schauffele was two shots behind when 
it all changed so suddenly. Schauffele hit 
a wedge out of the left rough on the diffi-
cult 11th and judged it perfectly to 3 feet for 
birdie. He hit another wedge to 15 feet for 
birdie on the 13th, and capped his pivotal 
run with a 12-foot birdie putt on the par-3 
14th.

Lawrence finally dropped a shot on the 
12th and didn’t pick up any shots the rest 
of the day. He closed with a 68 and earned 
a small consolation — a trip to the Masters 
next April, his first time to Augusta Nation-
al.

Scottie Scheffler, who got within one 
shot of the lead briefly on the front nine, lost 
his way with a three-putt from 6 feet for a 
double bogey on the ninth hole. Scheffler 
finished his round by topping a tee shot on 
the 18th and making another double bogey. 
The world’s No. 1 player closed with a 72 
and tied for seventh.

He stuck around to share a hug with 
Schauffele, the two top players in golf. 
Schauffele was the only player this year to 
finish in the top 10 in all four majors.

He finished at 9-under 275 and earned 
$3.1 million, pushing him over $15 million 
for the season.

Schauffele went from the heaviest major 
trophy at the PGA Championship to the 
smallest and oldest, the famed claret jug.

“I just can’t wait to drink out of it,” he 
said, smiling as wide as ever.

(Continued from Page A1)

Schauffele wins British Open

Piastri wins first F1 race after 
Norris obeys team orders in 1-2 
for McLaren at Hungarian GP
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Liability concerns and 
splitting checks

Dear Annie: I run a small bed and 
breakfast in a very small, rural, up-and-
coming town. We have recently had a 
number of guests who are in their 90s 
who have had health issues or injuries 
while staying with us. This has me 
very much on edge.

Many of these folks have grown up 
in this town and want to come back to 
visit family or see the many new devel-
opments in our town. While this is 
lovely, I believe the travel and unfamil-
iar surroundings can make some elder-
ly people very out of sorts. We do not 
want to age discriminate, but we are 
concerned that people might endanger 
themselves by coming here, especially 
if not with other family or friends.

What is the kindest way I can deter-
mine if a guest can handle the travel? 
I don’t want anyone getting hurt or 
worse.

Thank you. — The Innkeeper
Dear Innkeeper: There is no kind 

way to tell people based on their age 
that they cannot stay with you; that IS 
age discrimination. While your con-
cerns are real, a young person or a 
baby could get injured at your bed and 
breakfast, too.

If you are that concerned, you could 
consult an attorney about creating a 
document that would protect your bed 
and breakfast from any liability. But 
what is this town where so many peo-
ple live to their 90s? No wonder it is 
up-and-coming!

Dear Annie: For the past 10 years, 
my husband and I have enjoyed din-
ing out with a couple of our friends, 
always splitting the check evenly. 
Recently, we embraced sobriety and no 
longer consume the expensive drinks 

that significantly 
add to the bill. 
Despite this, we 
continue to split 
the check evenly, 
which doesn’t 
seem quite fair. 

We value our 
friendship and 
enjoy our time 
together, but we 
are unsure how to 
approach this topic. We don’t want to 
look cheap, but we also want to be fair. 
Is it weird, rude or impolite to request 
that we each pay for our own meals 
and drinks moving forward? — Sober 
and Confused

Dear Sober and Confused: How 
much more are we talking that they 
drink? If it’s one or two drinks, then I 
would let it go. It’s nice to treat your 
friends. If you really feel like you are 
being treated unfairly, you could 
always order an extra side or dessert, 
but I think that would be petty. 

If this really bothers you, why not 
ask the waiter to give you two bills — 
one for you and your husband and one 
for your friends? If they ask why you 
changed, just be honest and explain 
the reason. You’re not drinking any-
more. And congratulations for that!

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” features favorite columns 
on marriage, infidelity, communica-
tion and reconciliation. It is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNS

The Bible is the 
bestselling book 

of all time

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | July 20 - 26, 2024    | 11 Monday prime time

07/22 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince (N) 

Turning 
Point 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Prop. Conn James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor CrossTalk 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Neighbor Neighbor NCIS "Kompromat" NCIS: Hawai'i "Run and 
Gun" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Criminal Minds "A 
Higher Power" 

Criminal Minds
"Elephant's Memory" 

FBI "The Armorer's 
Faith" 

FBI "Identity Crisis" FBI "A New Dawn" FBI "Partners in Crime" FBI "Exposed" FBI "Scorched Earth" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Bach'ette A woman meets a number of men & tries to 
narrow them down to one who could steal her heart. 

Claim to Fame "Almost 
Unfamous" 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Ninja The semifinals begin in Los Angeles where the 
competing ninjas face up to six challenging obstacles .

The Wall "Jakob and 
Yvonne" 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Papa 
Pill" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) All American "Right My 

Wrongs" (N) 
61st Street "After the 
Morning After" (SP) (N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Burgers 
"Art Crawl" 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Breakthrough "The 
Telescope" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Matters of 
Mind 

Antiques Roadshow
"Indianapolis Hour 2" 

Recipe "A Celebration of 
Flavors" (N) 

Antiques Roadshow
"Mansion Masterpieces"

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Celebrity Antiques 
Road Trip 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Breakthrough "The 
Telescope" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Antiques Roadshow
"Indianapolis Hour 2" 

Recipe "A Celebration of 
Flavors" (N) 

Antiques Roadshow
"Mansion Masterpieces"

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Celebrity "Sian Williams 
and Carol Kirkwood" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Name That Tune (N) The 1% Club (N) FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Gypsy Rose "Ghosts of 
the Past" 

Gypsy Rose "You Told 
the World" 

Gypsy Rose "I Don't 
Want to Be Me" 

Gypsy Rose "Are You 
Happy?" 

Gypsy Rose "Starting 
Over ... Again" (SF) (N) 

(:05) NeNe 
Leakes (N) 

(:35) NeNe 
Leakes (N) 

(:05) 
Parents (N)

(:35) 
Parents (N)

Gypsy Rose "Are You 
Happy?" 

FX  24 132 136 148 <+++ Spider-Man: Far From Home (‘19) Samuel L. Jackson, Tom Holland. <+++ Spider-Man: No Way Home (‘21) Zendaya, Tom Holland. <+++ Spider-Man: Far From Home

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Modern 
Family 

Mod Fam 
"Chirp" 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

E! News
(N) 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ Shooter (2007, Action) Michael Peña, Danny Glover, Mark Wahlberg. <+++ Gladiator (2000, History) Joaquin Phoenix, 
Connie Nielsen, Russell Crowe. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) ESPN Films Series of documentaries looking back 

through the history of sports. 
NBA Basketball Teams TBA Basketball action from 
the NBA Summer League. (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) NFL Live ACC Huddle (N) ESPN Films The Ulti Full of Violence The Ultimate Fighter 

FSMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) MLB Baseball Cardinals! 

Pre (L) (N) 
MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Pittsburgh Pirates From PNC Park in 
Pittsburgh. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Cardinals 
Insider 

The Card 
Life London

United Fight Alliance United Fight Alliance 

USA  34 133 105 242 
9-1-1 "Suspicion" 9-1-1 "Survivors" 9-1-1 "Panic" WWE Monday Night RAW The superstars of the WWE square off in the ring 

and behind the scenes. (L) (N) 
Survive "The Golden 
Medallion" (N) 

9-1-1 "Breaking Point" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Contraband "Seven 
Million Dollar Seizure" 

Contraband: Seized
"You've Got Meth" 

Contraband: Seized
"Beefing Up Security" 

Contraband: Seized at 
the Border 

Contraband: Seized at 
Sea (N) 

Contraband: Seized at 
Sea "Murky Waters" 

Contraband "Reading 
Between the Lies" 

Contraband: Seized at 
the Border 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Unexpected 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day Fiancé: Other 90 Day: Other (N) Unexpected (N) 90 Day Fiancé: Other Welcome to Plathville 90 Day Fiancé: Other 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Holy Marvels-Quaid 
"Crucifixion Relics" 

Holy Marvels-Quaid
"Holy Riches" 

Holy Marvels-Quaid
"Hidden Wonders" 

Holy Mrvl. "Mysterious 
Sacred Structures" 

Escapes "Fleeing 
Parchman" (SP) (N) 

(:05) Holy Marvels With 
Dennis Quaid (N) 

(:05) Escapes With 
Morgan "Alcatraz" 

(:05) Escapes "Fleeing 
Parchman" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Intervention "Garrett & Shantell" (N) The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) Intervention

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< A Royal Christmas Crush (2023, Romance)
Stephen Huszar, Angela Besharah, Katie Cassidy. 

< Magic in Mistletoe (2023, Romance) Paul 
Campbell, Mila Jones, Lyndie Greenwood. 

< Haul Out the Holly: Lit Up (2023, Comedy) Wes 
Brown, Stephen Tobolowsky, Lacey Chabert. 

< Three Wise Men and a Baby (2022, Comedy) 
Tyler Hynes, Andrew Walker, Paul Campbell. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:35) <+++ 
Deepwater Horizon 

<+ Gone in 60 Seconds (2000, Action) Angelina Jolie,
Giovanni Ribisi, Nicolas Cage. 

(:35) <+ Geostorm (2017, Action) Jim Sturgess, Abbie Cornish,
Gerard Butler. 

<+++ Freaky (2020, Horror) Kathryn Newton, 
Katie Finneran, Vince Vaughn. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang American American American American American American 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(:15) <+++ Thor: Ragnarok (2017, Action) Tom Hiddleston, Cate Blanchett,
Chris Hemsworth. 

<+++ Captain America: Civil War (2016, Action) Robert Downey Jr.,
Scarlett Johansson, Chris Evans. 

Rich & Shameless <++ Aquaman (‘18) 
Jason Momoa. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(2:30) < 
Ocean's T... 

<+++ The Bourne Ultimatum (2007, Action) Julia Stiles, Joan 
Allen, Matt Damon. 

<+++ The Bourne Identity (2002, Action) Franka Potente,
Chris Cooper, Matt Damon. 

<+++ The Bourne Supremacy (2004, Action)
Franka Potente, Brian Cox, Matt Damon. 

(:45) < 
Bourne Le... 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Speak Emmanuel Acho, Joy Taylor, and LeSean 
McCoy discuss the biggest sports topics of the day. 

The Basketball Tournament Round 2: Teams TBA
From Petersen Events Center in Pittsburgh. (L) (N) 

The Basketball Tournament Round 2: Teams TBA
From Charles Koch Arena in Wichita, Kan. (L) (N) 

Basketball USA Showcase: United States vs. 
Germany From O2 Arena in London. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby BBQ Brawl BBQ Brawl (N) Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Bobby's Triple Threat BBQ Brawl
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Housewives of NJ Housewives of NJ Below Deck Below Deck (N) Below Deck (N) WatchWhat Below Deck Million Dollar LA Below Deck 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Rock Paper Fairly Odd SpongeBob <++ Hotel Transylvania (‘12) Adam Sandler. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City < Big City Greens the Movie: Spacec... ZOMBIES ZOMBIES ZOMBIES Bunk'd Bunk'd Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:30) <++ Jumanji: The Next Level (2019, Adventure) Kevin 
Hart, Jack Black, Dwayne Johnson. 

<++ Indiana Jones 
and the Dial of Destiny

<+++ Free Guy (2021, Action) Jodie Comer, Joe Keery, Ryan 
Reynolds. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:10) <+++ Good Will Hunting (1997, Drama)
Robin Williams, Ben Affleck, Matt Damon. 

(:20) Last Week Tonight 
With John Oliver 

House of the Dragon (:10) <+++ Joker (2019, Crime Story) Robert De 
Niro, Zazie Beetz, Joaquin Phoenix. 

(:15) House of the Dragon (:25) Last 
Week To. 

MAX  325  310 515 
<+++ Paranormal Activity (‘07) 
Micah Sloat, Katie Featherston. 

<++ Paranormal Activity 2 (‘10)
Micah Sloat, Katie Featherston. 

<+ Hitman: Agent 47 (‘15) Hannah 
Ware, Zachary Quinto, Rupert Friend. 

(:35) <+++ Straight Outta Compton (2015, Drama) Corey 
Hawkins, Jason Mitchell, O'Shea Jackson Jr.. 

(:05) <++ Now You See 
Me (‘13) Jesse Eisenberg. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:45) <++++ Forrest 
Gump (‘94) Tom Hanks. 

(:15) <+ Mafia Mamma (2023, Action) Monica 
Bellucci, Sophia Nomvete, Toni Collette. 

Mafia Spies "The 
Game" 

Mayor of "Captain of 
the Sh*t Out of Luck" (N)

< Outlaw Posse (2024, Western) William 
Mapother, John Carroll Lynch, Mario Van Peebles. 

<++ Snakes on a 
Plane (P) 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) <+++ I'll See 
You in My Dreams 

(:15) <++ Sleeping With Other People (2015, 
Romance) Alison Brie, Adam Scott, Jason Sudeikis. 

<++ Shall We Dance? (‘04) Jennifer 
Lopez, Susan Sarandon, Richard Gere. 

(:50) <++ Just Like Heaven (2005, Romance)
Mark Ruffalo, Donal Logue, Reese Witherspoon. 

<++ Last Vegas (‘13) Robert De 
Niro, Michael Douglas. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: As a litera-
ture teacher, it is stunning 
to read the great literary 
works that society is so 
proud of, yet the Bible – 
the bestselling book of 
all time – is set aside as 
archaic and culturally 
outdated. While the Bible 
contains a great deal of 
tragedy, it also contains 
beautiful poetry, amazing 
history, and biographical 
intrigue. – B.L.

Answer: The play-
wright William Shake-
speare wrote numerous 
classics, some of which 
are called “tragedies.” 
Hamlet, Macbeth, King 
Lear, Julius Caesar, and 
Romeo and Juliet, are 
only some of Shake-
speare’s more classic 
tragedies. We seldom 
wonder why these plays 
have remained classics. 
After all, they depict trag-
edy; the stories are, them-

selves, tragic. In each 
instance, the characters 
are victims of their own 
circumstances and are 
powerless to free them-
selves from them.

Not so for the Chris-
tian. We have the power 
to triumph over trag-
edy, even in situations 
that might seem hope-
less and unredeemable 
in the world. The key to 
understanding tragedy is 
to understand its source. 
Death and pain and trag-
edy came into the world 
because of sin. Many 
people blame God for 
tragedy, but it’s a result 
of sin having entered the 
world. However, Christ 
has triumphed over trag-
edy, and He wants us to 
do the same because in 
such triumph God is glo-
rified. “Now thanks be to 
God who always leads us 
in triumph in Christ” (2 

Corinthians 2:14, NKJV).
Those who read the 

Scriptures as magnificent 
literature, breathtaking 
poetry, or history – over-
looking the story of sal-
vation – miss the Bible’s 
purpose and message.

The Bible that has 
given consolation, com-
fort, and salvation to mil-
lions in centuries past, is 
still enduring and speaks 
to the human heart, 
because it’s the voice of 
God Himself. It’s a liv-
ing book that works its 
way into the human heart, 
mind, and soul.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

INDOOR GOLF TEAM MEM-
BER

Earn $14 / hour, with full par-
ticipation in the tip pool and
enjoy discounted / free golf
and a flexible schedule!

Work Shifts consist of either
a 6 hour morning shift, span-
ning from 8:30a - 3:00p, or a
6 hour evening shift, span-
ning from 3:00p to 9:30p.
Work shifts are based on a
swing shift schedule so Team
Members will be scheduled
to work every other weekend.
Both morning and evening
shifts are available.

This is a seasonal role. The
season spans from Septem-
ber 1st - April 30th.

parandbelow.com
Click "Join Our Team" to fill

out an application.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

PLACE A THREE day garage
sale line classified ad in the
Bluffton News-Banner and re-
ceive a free garage sale kit.
Contact the office at 125 N.
Johnson St., 260-824-0224, or
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Lottery Numbers

Public Notices

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

BUY IT!
SELL IT!
TELL IT!
RENT IT!
LEASE IT!
FIND IT!

in the

News-Banner
CLASSIFIED

ADS
Go to

classifieds.news-banner.
com

 to place 
your ad today!

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 01-18-32-34-

39
Cash4Life — 01-05-23-

41-49, Cash Ball: 01
Lotto Plus — 02-09-20-

23-26-40
Quick Draw Midday — 

03-06-08-09-17-19-22-25-
30-35-41-46-49-53-56-57-
68-69-71-75, BE: 22

Daily Three-Midday — 
09-03-02, SB: 06

Daily Three-Evening — 
07-09-00, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday — 
03-09-03-02, SB: 06

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-02-04-00, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening 
— 03-16-17-19-26-34-35-
38-40-43-45-50-51-54-57-
60-72-74-76-80, BE: 50

Hoosier Lotto — 05-12-
20-32-33-38

POWERBALL
18-25-31-40-57; Power-

ball: 04; Power Play: 3X
NOTICE

In accordance with Indiana 
Code 5-15-6-3 requiring prior 
notification to individuals when 
records will be destroyed:

Notice to any individuals born 
in the year 2002, who received 
special education services in 
Adams and/or Wells Counties. 
Please contact Adams Wells Spe-
cial Services no later than August 
9, 2024 if you wish to receive 
copies of your special education 
records. All records requested for 
pick-up and not picked up and non-
requested records for persons born 
in the year 2002 will be permanent-
ly destroyed after August 16, 2024. 
If you wish to request records, you 
must call (260)824-5880 to do so. 
Records must be picked up by 
the person who received services 
unless otherwise legally desig-
nated.

nb 6/18 through 8/7
hspaxlp

JULY 27- 10 a.m. - Elmer J. 
Jr. & Delila Mae Graber, own-
ers. 8350S 850W, South Whit-
ley. Productive, tillable land, 
home, outbuildings, Whitley 
County. Offered in 4 Tracts, 
38±A. Tract 1: 12.5±A farm-
land, soils: Pewamo, Blount 
loam, Glynwood loam. Tract 2: 
5.5±A, 7 bedroom home, out-
buildings. Tract 3: 2±A, 40’x90’ 
pole building. Tract 4: 18±A 
farmland, soils: Pewamo, Glyn-
wood loam, Blount loam. Pur-
chase individually or combina-
tion. Sale manager, Ritter Cox, 
260-609-3306, Schrader Real 
Estate and Auction Company, 
Inc., SchraderAuction.com, 
800-451-2709.
JULY 28 - 4 p.m. - Online 
Only - Multiple consignors, 
owners. 1,000+ lots! 50+ fire-
arms, long guns & hand guns, 
large selection of ammo, gun 
safe, Honda generator, hand 
tools, household items, lawn 
& garden, 300 lots of collect-
able vintage dollhouses, mini 

dollhouse furniture sets with 
accessories and much more! 
Preview July 25, 3-5 p.m., 812 
Elm Street, Decatur. Pick up 
July 29, 1-6 p.m., July 30, 9 
a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.
AUGUST 8 - BIDDING OPEN 
FROM 9 A.M. TO 6 P.M. - 
Online only - The Estate 
of Richard W. Stultz - 1420 
Brookhaven, Bluffton, IN - 
1,920 SF tri-level home in the 
desirable Old Creek Neighbor-
hood. Featuring 2 possible 3 
bedrooms, an oversized 4-car 
garage, and a large lot, this 
property offers prime location 
and offer “Renovation Opportu-
nities”. Explore the Possiblities 
- Open Houses; July 30th from 
5pm to 6pm and August 6th 
from 5pm to 6pm. The Steffen 
Group Inc., 824-3006, www.
steffengrp.com.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
AUGUST 11 - 6 p.m. & 6:30 
p.m. EST - Jeanette Furhman 
& Robert Furhman estate, 
owner. 6 p.m.: Cape Cod style, 
3 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath, 3,093 
sf, full basement w/Hitzer 
stove, Geothermal w/backup 
LP furnace, Generac 11 kw 
whole house generator, pole 
barns, 2-car attached garage, 
sitting on 10+/- wooded acres! 
6:30: John Deere Gator, Gehl 
Track loade, John Deere 
mower, Chevy Silverado, 51k 
miles, Massey Ferguson trac-
tor, 3 point attachments, tilt 
bed trailer, outdoor items, 
large selection of hand & 
power tools, long & hand guns, 
antiques, primitives, furniture, 
household, more! Preview July 
29, 5-7 p.m., 4182 W 900 N, 
Decatur. Pick up Aug. 12, 2-6 
p.m. Krueckeberg Auction & 
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
BIDDING ENDS AUGUST 18 
AT 2:00 P.M. - Online only - 
Various Consignors, Sellers 
- 102 S. Jefferson St., Ossian, 
IN. Huge 900+ Lot Auction. 
Polaris 4 Wheeler; 2008 Lazer 
EXmark Zero Turn Riding 
Lawn Mower; Honda Motor-
cycle; Antiques; Vintage Toys; 
Farm Toys; Fishing Equipment; 
Musical Instruments; Very 
Early Wood Canoe; Early High 
School Score Board, Complete 
in Working Condition; Modern 
Furniture; Collectables; House-
hold, Much Much More. Pre-
view: Aug. 13th 3-6 p.m. and 
Aug., 15th from 3-6 p.m. The 
Steffen Group Inc., 824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN & 
STARTS CLOSING AUGUST 
18 - 6 p.m. EST - Kathy Stark, 
owner. Real estate 6 p.m.: 
Four bedroom, 1 full bath w/
heated flooring, 2,328 sq. feet, 
basement, screened in back 
porch, 28’x30’ heated detached 
garage, beautiful 36’x66’ bank 
barn, famous Minion silo, all 
sitting on 2.41+/- acres! Per-
sonal property 6:30: Vintage 
outdoor Christmas decora-
tions, extension cords, violin, 
saxophone, guitars, music, 
books, power tools, fishing 
tackle, household items, dog 
pool, Kobalt air compressor, 
table saw, sectional sofa/bed/
recliner, firetruck bed, dining 
table & chairs, microwave, 
Seven Dwarfs cement stat-
ues, Brother sewing machine, 
& much more! Preview Aug. 
5, 5-6 p.m., 9841 N 750 E, 
Ossian, IN. Pick up Aug. 19, 
2-6 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITH-
IN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE 

AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of 
a decree to me directed from the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Wells 
County, Indiana, in Cause No. 
90C01-2401-MF-000002 wherein 
ProFed Federal Credit Union was 
Plaintiff, and Amie M. Randen, 
State of Indiana, Time Investment 
Company, Inc., and Aqua Finance, 
Inc., were Defendants, requiring 
me to make the sum as provided 
for in said Decree with interest and 
cost, I will expose at public sale to 
the highest bidder, on the 14th day 
of August, 2024, at the hour of 1:00 
p.m. (EST) or as soon thereafter 
as is possible, at 102 W. Market 
Street, Bluffton, IN 46714, the fee 
simple of the whole body of Real 
Estate in Wells County, Indiana.

A PART OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER OF SECTION 4, 
TOWNSHIP 26 NORTH, RANGE 
12 EAST, BLUFFTON, INDIANA, 
BEING ALSO A PART OF THE 
FORMER RIGHT-OF-WAY OF 
THE CINCINNATI, BLUFFTON 
AND CHICAGO RAILROAD, 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

STARTING AT THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF LOT NUM-
BER 253 AS KNOWN AND DES-
IGNATED ON THE RECORDED 
PLAT OF OAK PART ADDITION, 
BLUFFTON, INDIANA, MARKED 
BY A STANDARD CORNER 
MARKER (5/8” X 15” REINFORC-
ING BAR STAKE WITH AN ALU-
MINUM CAP STAMPED HIGMAN, 
10025) WHICH SHALL BE THE 
PLACE OF BEGINNING; THENCE 
SOUTHERLY 157.0 FEET ON 
THE WEST LINE OF SAID LOT 
253, BEING ALSO THE EAST-
ERLY LINE OF SAID FORMER 
RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY TO A 
STANDARD CORNER MARKER 
AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF SAID LOT 253; THENCE 
SOUTHERLY 10.0 FEET ON 
AN EXTENSION OF THE LAST 
ABOVE DESCRIBED LINE TO 
THE CENTERLINE OF AN ALLEY; 
THENCE WESTERLY, DEFLECT-
ING RIGHT 88° 32’, 66.0 FEET ON 
AN EXTENSION OF THE CEN-
TERLINE OF SAID ALLEY, TO 
THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID 
FORMER RAILROAD RIGHT-
OF-WAY; THENCE NORTHERLY, 
DEFLECTING RIGHT 91° 281’, 
153.97 FEET ON THE WEST-
ERLY LINE OF SAID FORMER 
RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY TO A 
STANDARD CORNER MARKER 
ON THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF HORTON STREET; 
THENCE NORTHEASTERLY, 
DEFLECTING RIGHT 77° 22’, 
67.55 FEET ON THE SOUTH-
ERLY RIGHTOF-WAY LINE OF 
SAID HORTON STREET TO THE 
PLACE OF BEGINNING. CON-
TAINING IN ALL .024 ACRES. ALL 
AS SHOWN ON A PLAT OF SUR-
VEY NUMBER 4226, DATED NOV. 
3, 1971, BY R. K. HIGMAN, LAND 
SURVEYOR NUMBER 10025, 
INDIANA.

More commonly known as: 
734 W. Horton Street, Bluffton, IN 
46714 

Parcel No. 90-08-04-300-
043.000-004

Together with rents, issues, 
income, and profits thereof, said 
sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement 
laws. 

“Subject to all liens, encum-
brances and easements of record 
not otherwise extinguished in the 
proceedings known as Cause 
90C01-2401-MF-000002 in the Cir-
cuit Court of the County of Wells, 
Indiana.”

/s/ Joshua A. Burkhardt
Plaintiff’s Attorney	
ATTORNEY NO.	 22913-49
HUNT SUEDHOFF KEARNEY
LLP
803 S. Calhoun Street, 9th 
Floor
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
(260) 423-1311
Email: burkhardt@hsk-law.com 

Scott Holliday,
Sheriff of Wells County

Harrison Township

734 W. Horton Street, Bluffton, 
IN 46714

The Sheriff’s Department does 
not warrant the accuracy of the 
street address published herein.

SERVICE DIRECTED TO: 		
		

Amie M. Randen
c/o Chateau Rehabilitation and 

Healthcare Center
6006 Brandy Chase Cove
Fort Wayne, IN 46815 
(Via: Sheriff’s Department)

State of Indiana
Attn: Department of Revenue
P.O. Box 1104
Indianapolis, IN 46206-1104
(Via: Certified Mail)

Time Investment Company, Inc.
Attn: Highest Ranking Officer
c/o Corporation Service Com-

pany
135 N. Pennsylvania St., Ste. 

101
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(Via Certified Mail)

Aqua Finance, Inc.
Attn: Highest Ranking Officer
c/o Corporation Service Com-

pany
135 N.  Pennsylvania St., Ste. 

101
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(Via Certified Mail)

NOTICE

HUNT SUEDHOFF KEAR-
NEY LLP MAY BE A DEBT COL-
LECTOR.  THIS IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATON OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

PURSUANT TO INDIANA 
LAW, YOU ARE TO VACATE 
THIS PROPERTY BY THE DATE 
OF THE SALE SET OUT ABOVE 
UNLESS THE SALE IS CAN-
CELLED.  PLEASE CONTINUE 
TO CHECK THE STATUS OF 
YOUR SALE.

nb 7/8, 7/15, 7/22
hspaxlp

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Aug. deadline is Tues., July 23!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

VEHICLES
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

ServicesServices
LIVE PAIN FREE WITH CBD 
products from AceWellness. 
We guarantee highest qual-
ity, most competitive pricing on 
CBD products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. Cou-
pon Code: PRINT20 Call Now 
833-226-3105 (I)

FREE HIGH SPEED internet 
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Max-
sip Telecom today! 1-866-981-
3302 (I)
GUARANTEED LIFE INSUR-
ANCE! (Ages 50 to 80). No 
medical exam. Affordable pre-
miums never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. Policy 
will only be cancelled for non-
payment. 833-535-1043 (I)
SWITCH AND SAVE up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-855-572-5165 (I)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (I)

SERVICES SPECIAL! 
A 20 word, line classified in the 

News-Banner for 2 months is $97.  
Contact the office at 125 N. Johnson  
St., 260- 824-0224, or submit online  

at classifieds.news-banner.com.


