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Music on The

Plaza

Rylie Lynn sings to a full
Buffton crown downtown
with her band, Rylie
Lynn Band, on Friday
night. The concert con-
cluded Bluffton NOW!’s
‘Downtown Hoedown’
event. (Photos by Ryan
Walker)

Brandon Schueler cutting the ribbon during the “soft open” event last Thursday. (Photo provid-
ed)

Norwell grad opens home
goods store in Fort Wayne

By SYDNEY KENT

A 2012 Norwell gradu-
ate and Wells County
native opened the door
to his new business and
storefront on Saturday.

Wayne Home and
Design Co., located in
Fort Wayne, is filled with
a wide variety of home-
wares, like furniture,
accent pieces, pillows, and
blankets.

The man behind the
design, Brandon Wayne
Schueler, said that some
of his creativity first
stemmed from landscape
design he did in high
school while attending
Norwell. This skill even-

tually evolved into an
interest and passion for
interior design.

Following graduation,
Schueler moved out of
Wells County and began
his career in real estate,
working as a realtor for
over 12 years with the
Schueler-Beckstedt Real
Estate and Mike Thomas
Associates.

He credited his love
for choosing the finishing
touches and curating the

Brandon Schueler (pictured) opens the door to his new store.

Tourism board plans to
spend $50K on marketing

By HOLLY GASKILL

The Wells County Convention and Visi-
tors Commission expects to vote next month
on a $50,000 proposal for local marketing
efforts.

Tourism Coordinator Audry Dudley
told the board Wednesday that she had
sought proposals from three companies
with a $50,000 budget. Two companies had
returned their proposals at the time, and the
third was still fielding questions about Wells
County’s interests and priorities.

Propeller Marketing of Fishers presented
a six-month proposal for consultation, coor-
dinating a marketing campaign, printing, and
miscellaneous services. Boyden and Young-
blutt of Fort Wayne presented a proposal
involving digital media campaigns and bill-
board designs.

At a glance, the board recognized that the
price tag was hard to reconcile. “I was kind
of hoping, for that price, it would be a full
year,” said board member Brandy Fiechter.

(Continued on Page 2)

Head-on crash on SR 116
claims one, injures another

By HOLLY GASKILL

One person has died and another is in
critical condition following a head-on crash
on State Road 116 on Friday.

According to a press release from the Wells
County Sheriff’s Department, a 2016 Jeep
Patriot was traveling northwest on S.R. 116
near County Road 200 west at approximately
5:30 a.m. when, for an unknown reason, the
driver crossed over the center line and into the
southeast lane. The driver of a 2024 Chevro-
let Silverado traveling southwest reportedly

attempted to swerve to the left, but the Jeep
swerved back into the northwest lane, where
the vehicles collided head-on.

The driver of the Jeep was pronounced
dead at the scene. The second driver is in
critical condition and was taken by ambu-
lance to Lutheran Hospital.

The WCSD withheld the names of the
individuals involved, pending notification to
the families. An official crash report is pend-
ing.

holly@news-banner.com

Truck Pull at 4-H

Competition was fierce
throughout the truck
pull at the fairgrounds
Friday, with the top four
of one class of trucks
finishing within five feet
of each other. Above,
Cletus Loshe takes off
on his run. At left, Scott
Sprang goes under-
neath his truck to make
final adjustments, with
Karsen Sprang sitting
inside. Below, Derek
Andrews heads down
the track on his class-
winning run. (Photos by
Jonathan Snyder)

(Continued on Page 2) (Photo by Sydney Kent)
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Tourism board

(Continued from Page 1)
“This is just six months.”

However, Dudley and
board member Scott Elzey
said they felt it was a great
value to bring experts in to
learn how the county should
market itself to tourism with-
in Indiana.

“That’s what we’re hop-
ing that a marketing firm can
help to do — they’re going
to have a different message
for you than they are for
me,” Dudley said to board
member Steve Higgins, ref-
erencing identifying differ-
ent audiences in northeast
Indiana. “And they’re going
to have different attractions
for you than for me. But
they’re going to be able to
pinpoint that a little tighter.”

Dudley also advised that
the focus would primarily
be on overall branding and
year-round attractions rath-
er than annual or seasonal
opportunities. This branding
effort would also be separate
from those the city of Bluff-
ton has contracted through
Reusser in Fort Wayne.

Elzey, the board’s presi-
dent, asked everyone to
review the current propos-
als and come back to their
meeting next month with
their thoughts, with hopes
of making a decision. Their
next meeting is at 8 a.m. on
Aug. 14 at the Wells County
Chamber of Commerce.

The Visitors Commis-
sion can pay for marketing
services like this through

the innkeeper’s tax, a 5% on
overnight accommodations
in Wells County. A portion
of this tax supports Dudley’s
salary, and the rest benefits
local tourism promotion.

Between March and May
of 2024, Wells County col-
lected $36,317.04 through
the innkeeper’s tax. March
brought in the most revenue
thus far, with $6,489.59 col-
lected through traditional
hotels and $1,468.01 col-
lected through online rentals
like Airbnb.

Meanwhile, Dudley has
continued to work on put-
ting together various mate-
rials for tourism, like a
map to give guests at the
Chamber of Commerce or
place at hotels and Airbnbs.

On Wednesday, the board
reviewed a map draft by the
Friends of Ouabache and
ultimately decided to pro-
ceed with their own materi-
als. However, they learned
that different map versions
may be helpful since some-
one shopping in Wells Coun-
ty for a day may be looking
for different offerings than
someone staying out at the
campgrounds.

Dudley also promoted a
“summer bingo” card of local
attractions, which encourages
people to engage with local
attractions. After her activity
report, Elzey asked Dudley
to create target deadlines for
bigger tourism projects, like
the map project.

holly@news-banner.com

Indiana high school SAT scores continue
downward trend, latest test results show

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Only a quarter of Hoosier high-
schoolers who took the SAT during
the last academic year earned college-
ready scores in both reading and math,
according to newly-released results.

More than 80,000 high school stu-
dents, primarily juniors, took the test
in 2023-24. Of those, about 24% of
students met the readiness benchmark
on both subject portions, according to
the Indiana Department of Education.
That’s a 4.4% decrease compared to
last year, continuing a two-year down-
ward trend.

The new test results were released
Wednesday and discussed by the State
Board of Education.

State law requires IDOE to adminis-
ter a national college entrance exam to
high school students before graduation.

Scores on the decline

The SAT includes math, reading
and writing sections. The assessment,
administered by the College Board,
scores students as “At College-Ready,”
“Approaching College-Ready,” or
“Below College-Ready,” depending on
their performance.

A student who scores “Approach-
ing” with one more year remaining in
high school is expected to be at “At
College-Ready” by graduation.

(Graphic from Indiana Department
of Education presentation)

Students who score at or above the
benchmark have a 75% chance of earn-
ing at least a C in their first semester of
credit-bearing college courses in that
subject area, IDOE officials said.

Almost 52% of high school students
met the assessment’s reading and writ-
ing benchmarks, alone, which is about
the same as last year.

Just 25.2% of Indiana students
showed college-readiness in math —
5.5% lower than in 2022-23 and 7.7%
lower than in 2021-22, according to
IDOE. In the most recent school year,
22.1% of students were “Approach-
ing” college-readiness, and 52.7% were
below the readiness benchmark.

A new SAT

IDOE officials emphasized that the

College Board is seeing a decrease in

scores nationally, including in Indiana.

“When we initially saw our data and
heard from schools, there was a bit of
concern because of the SAT scores,”
said Indiana Secretary of Education
Katie Jenner. “But there were some
assessment shifts which caused the
mean score nationwide to go down, and
in Indiana.”

In 2023-2024, College Board
changed the test design, which can
often impact assessment scores.

The SAT’s switch to an adaptive
assessment means questions provided
to individual students become more or
less difficult, depending on how they
perform from one stage of the exam to
the next. The new SAT is now shorter,
has fewer items and shorter reading
passages, takes less time to complete,
and permits calculator use throughout,
according to the College Board.

Hoosier students who are chroni-
cally absent — meaning they missed at
least 18 days, or 10% of the school year
— scored substantially lower on the
SAT. Only 17.5% of those who were
chronically absent showed college-
readiness on the SAT in 2023-24 com-
pared to 41.1% who earned the bench-
mark and were not chronically absent.

The latest Indiana data shows
that about 40% of students statewide
missed 10 or more school days during
the 2022-23 academic year, and nearly
one in five were chronically absent.

Jenner said Wednesday the results
underscore the urgency behind the
state’s ongoing work to rethink and
redesign the state’s high school experi-
ence.

“We have work to do. We know that
we’re going to continue to roll up our
sleeves as educators and keep working
hard, and also partner with our parents
and families,” Jenner said. “It has to be
a partnership. We can maximize learn-
ing the most — we know this — as
educators, plus the parents and fami-
lies, partnering for the child.”

State board member B.J. Watts addi-
tionally said that the SAT college-read-
iness data is likely skewed, given that
it does not consider students who don’t
plan to pursue higher education after
high school but are required to take the

exam anyway.

“I think it’s important for us to
remember ...now, every single student
is taking this test. There’s probably some
students that are not college bound —
don’t want to be college bound — that
may not take this test as seriously as oth-
ers,” Watts said. “T don’t want us to lose
sight of that — we’re forcing students
to take a test that they have zero inter-
est in ... those numbers may be a little
skewed by those students that, truly, this
test has no value to them.”

Changes coming to
high school requirements

While many colleges have opted to
make standardized tests optional, most
still use PSAT, SAT and ACT scores to
make admissions decisions.

Many scholarships and merit orga-
nizations additionally use the exams to
award students money for college.

Currently, Indiana officials are
undertaking a major redesign of the
state’s high school graduation require-
ments, including proposed diploma
changes.

Paramount to the new plan, accord-
ing to state officials, is maximized
“flexibility” for students to personal-
ize learning pathways and experiences,
including with college courses taken
while still in high school, as well as the
ability to count internships, apprentice-
ships, military experience and other
work-based learning toward their grad-
uation requirements.

As laid out in the proposal, earning
college-readiness marks on the SAT or
ACT could count towards requirements
in the future “Indiana GPS Diploma”
— a more flexible, personalized ver-
sion of the current Core 40 diploma.

Nothing proposed has been set in
stone yet, however — the rulemaking
process to finalize the diploma model is
expected to continue for a couple more
months. Before the state board takes a
final vote — which is anticipated in Sep-
tember — additional rounds of public
comment and changes to improve the
overall plan are underway.

By law, board members must give
their stamp of approval by Decem-
ber. The requirements would then take
effect with the Class of 2029.

LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Saturday, July 20, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:02 p.m. Friday from the
Fort Wayne International Airport)
High: 77; Low: 55; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.52

feet at 7:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast

Today: Sunny, with a
high near 80. Calm wind
becoming north around 5
mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 60. Calm
wind.

Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 81. Calm wind.
Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 63.

Calm wind.

Monday: Partly sunny, with a high near 82.

Monday Night: Mostly
cloudy, with a low around
65.

Tuesday: A 50% chance
of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly sunny, with a
high near 79.

Tuesday Night: A 40%
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chance of showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with

a low around 65.

Wednesday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms,
then showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm after 2pm.
Partly sunny, with a high near 79. Chance of precipitation is

60%.

Wednesday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely.
Partly cloudy, with a low around 65. Chance of precipitation

is 60%.

Thursday: A 40%
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Partly sunny, with
a high near 79.

Thursday Night: A
chance of thunderstorms.
Partly cloudy, with a low
around 63.

Home goods

(Continued from Page 1)
perfect space in buying his
own home, which he reno-
vated and designed himself.

“Two years ago, I decid-
ed if this is something I
love, why not bring it to Fort
Wayne?” Schueler said. “I
felt like the market was lack-
ing in curated design options
— outside of the big box
stores.”

In addition to private con-
sultations, Schueler plans to
host quarterly events in the
storefront as well.

“My main priority was
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to create an experience for
everybody that walks through
the door,” Schueler said.
“I don’t want it to just be
another store, I want people
to remember the experience.
That has been at the forefront
of everything I’ve done and
made for the store.”

Wayne Home & Design
Co. is located at 7763 Cold-
water Rd. in Fort Wayne.
Additional information can
be located on the Wayne
Home and Design Co. Face-
book page.

sydney@news-banner.com
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| 513 S. Marion St.
Bluffton, IN 46714

249,900

4 Bedrooms - 2 Full Baths « Sq. Feet: 2,324
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Moon fests, moon movie and even a full moon
mark 55th anniversary of Apollo 11 landing

CAPE CANAVERAL,
Fla. (AP) — The cosmos is
providing a full moon for the
55th anniversary of the first
lunar landing this weekend,
and plenty of other events
honor Neil Armstrong and
Buzz Aldrin’s giant leap.

Aldrin, 94, the last surviv-
ing member of the Apollo
11 crew, headlines a gala at
the San Diego Air and Space
Museum on Saturday night.
He’ll be joined by astronaut
Charlie Duke, who was the
voice inside Mission Control
for the July 20, 1969 moon
landing.

Museum President Jim
Kidrick couldn’t resist throw-
ing a bash “55 years to the
day of one of the most his-
toric moments in not only the
history of America, but in the
history of the world.”

Can’t make it to San
Diego, Cape Canaveral or
Houston? There are plenty
of other ways to celebrate
the moon landing, including
the new film “Fly Me to the
Moon,” a light-hearted look-
back starring Scarlett Johans-
son.

And you can explore all
things Apollo 11 on a special
website by the Smithsonian
Institution’s National Air and
Space Museum.

If nothing else, soak in the
full moon Saturday night into
Sunday morning.

Here’s a rundown of some
Apollo 11 tributes:

‘The Eagle has landed’

NASA’s Kennedy Space
Center is holding a moon fest
at its tourist stop, just a few
miles from where the Saturn
V rocket thundered away
with Armstrong, Aldrin and
Michael Collins on July 16,
1969. Houston’s Johnson
Space Center, home to Mis-
sion Control, is also getting
into the act. Four days after
they left Earth, Armstrong
and Aldrin, in their lunar
module, Eagle, settled onto
the Sea of Tranquility at 4:17
p-m. Eastern with barely any
fuel remaining. “Houston,
Tranquility Base here. The
Eagle has landed,” Arm-
strong radioed from 240,000
miles away. “No moment
united the country quite like
when the Eagle landed, as all
of planet Earth watched from
below,” NASA Administrator
Bill Nelson said Friday in an
anniversary message.

‘One small step’

“That’s one small step for
man, one giant leap for man-
kind,” Armstrong proclaimed
as he became the first person
to step on the moon. Arm-
strong grew up in northwest-
ern Ohio’s Wapakoneta, now
home to the Armstrong Air
and Space Museum. The
museum’s tribute Saturday
begins with a pair of “Run to
the Moon” races. followed
by model rocket launches
and wind tunnel demos. John
Glenn, the first American to
orbit Earth, hailed from New
Concord on the opposite side

of the state, some 150 miles
away. The John and Annie
Glenn Museum will be open
there Saturday for your astro-
naut fix.

‘Magnificent desolation’

Aldrin followed Arm-
strong outside on the moon,
uttering “Magnificent deso-
lation.” They spent just
over two hours treading
the dusty surface, before
returning to their lunar
module and blasting off to
link back up with Collins,
the command module pilot
who had remained in lunar
orbit. Armstrong’s space-
suit for the moonshot was
restored in time for the 50th
anniversary in 2019. It’s on
display at the Smithsonian’s
National Air and Space
Museum in Washington,
along with their return cap-
sule. Aldrin and Collins’
spacesuits from Apollo 11
are also part of the Smithso-
nian collection and current-
ly in storage. Collins died in
2021, less than a year after
the 50th anniversary; Arm-
strong died in 2012.

Splashdown!

The capsule holding
Armstrong, Aldrin and Col-
lins — dubbed Columbia —
splashed down in the Pacific
on July 24, 1969. They
were recovered by the USS
Hornet, a Navy aircraft car-
rier that repeated the job for
Apollo 12 four months later.
The Hornet is now part of a
museum in Alameda, Cali-

fornia, with a splashdown
party planned aboard the
ship on Saturday. Some of
the original recovery crew
will be there. The Apollo 11
astronauts immediately went
into quarantine aboard the
Hornet and, along with 48
pounds of moon rocks and
soil, remained off-limits for
weeks as they were moved
to Houston. Scientists feared
the astronauts might have
brought back moon germs.
Most of the rocks remain
locked up inside a restricted
lab at Houston’s Johnson
Space Center. The Apollo
program landed 12 astro-
nauts on the moon from 1969
through 1972.

Next up: Apollo’s twin

NASA aims to send four
astronauts around the moon
next year — part of a new
moon program named Arte-
mis after Apollo’s twin sis-
ter in Greek mythology. The
SLS rocket for that flyaround
— short for Space Launch
System — is due at Kenne-
dy Space Center next week.
It’s arriving by barge from
NASA’s Michoud Assembly
Facility in New Orleans. This
core stage will get a pair of
strap-on boosters at Kennedy
before blasting off in Sep-
tember 2025 — at the earliest
— with three U.S. astronauts
and one Canadian. None of
them will land on the moon;
that will come on a following
mission with another crew no
earlier than 2026.
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Becca Williams Realtor/Broker
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LISA’

A Family Fashion CLOSEOUT Company

20% OFF Sale

And 5% off w/All Cash Purchases

Find us at 1220 S. Main Street, Bluffton
Tuesday thru Friday 10am-6pm
And Saturday 11am-4pm

Across from (A Perfect Blend Flower Shop)
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FAMILY DENTISTRY
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YOUR SMILE.
OUR PASSION.
EVERY TIME.

Accepting many new insurance plans
including Humana and United Healthcare.
Always accepting new patients. Please call

today to schedule an appointment.

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

(260)-622-4138

www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com
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Local Roundup

Bluffton-Harrison school

board will meet Monday

The board of the Bluffton-Harrison Met-
ropolitan School District will meet at 6 p.m.
Monday, July 22, in the school district’s
administration building at 803 E. Harrison
St. in Bluffton.

Topics on the agenda include:

* Personnel and financial matters.

* Advanced placement report.

* Creative Arts Performing Arts Center
announcement.

e Reports from Superintendent Brad
Yates and Assistant Superintendent Julie
Meitzler.

e Construction and project updates
regarding the middle school, high school,
athletic facility needs and Our Town Safety
Village.

¢ Policy and handbook updates.

Bluffton Board of Works to

meet Tuesday afternoon

The Bluffton Board of Public Works and
Safety will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, July
23, in the Council Chambers on the second
floor of City Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Norwell school board will

meet Tuesday evening

The board of the Norwell Community
Schools will meet at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, July
23, at the school district’s central office, 312
N. Jefferson St. in Ossian.

Topics on the agenda include:

e Report from Superintendent Mike
Springer.

¢ Personnel and financial matters.

e Discussion regarding the organization
of the technology team.

Wells County BZA will

meet Tuesday evening

The Wells County Board of Zoning
Appeals will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July
23, in Room 214 on the ground floor of the
Wells Carnegie Government Annex, 223 W.
Washington St. in Bluffton.

Topics on the agenda include:

e Michael and Karen Todd requested
a variance to increase the size allowance
from 1,500 sq. ft. to 2,288 sq. ft. for 2900W
1050N in Ossian. The property is zoned
R-1.

¢ Jade Heyerly requested a variance to
reduce the yard setback from 30 ft. to 1 ft.
for a fence at 423 Autumn Court in Bluff-
ton. The property is zoned R-2.

PSAP Advisory Board will

meet Wednesday

The Wells County Public Safety Answer-
ing Point Advisory Board, which oversees
the county’s consolidated dispatch services,
will meet at 8 a.m. Wednesday, July 24, in
Room 105, the multi-purpose room on the
lower level of the Wells Carnegie Govern-
ment Annex, 223 W. Washington St.

Topics on the agenda include:

* Radio encryption and budget proposals.

 Report from Director Mike Miller.

¢ Radio replacement.

Holcomb to travel to
Australia, Singapore on
economic development trip

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Gov. Eric Holcomb will be taking anoth-
er international economic development trip
this summer — this time to Australia and
Singapore.

The trip will be Holcomb’s 24th as gov-
ernor and first official visit to the countries
of Australia and Singapore — and will have
a focus on advanced manufacturing, defense
and energy. Travel costs are covered by
private donations to the Indiana Economic
Development Foundation.

Holcomb, First Lady Janet Holcomb and
David Rosenberg — Indiana’s Secretary of
Commerce — will leave for Australia from
Indianapolis on Saturday, July 20 and return
from Singapore on July 30. The trio will
be joined by other representatives from the
Indianan Economic Development Corpora-
tion.

“Indiana is celebrating win after win
thanks to our strategic focus on cultivating
a globally minded, future economy,” said
Holcomb in a release. “Australia and Singa-
pore both represent significant partnership
opportunities due to their strengths in bol-
stering innovation, attracting and develop-
ing talent and cultivating growth in critical
sectors. I look forward to taking Indiana’s
message across the Pacific and working to
foster new opportunities for our businesses
and our residents.”

Indiana’s imports and exports tally $1.8
billion with Australia and $944 million with
Singapore. Indiana has 32 Australian busi-
ness establishments, including C&R Racing,
CSL Plasma, Everstream, Pratt Paper, Sales
Pond and Tronics. Indiana has two Singa-

porean-owned businesses.

Hoosier companies CAI, Eli Lilly and
Company and Zimmer Biomet operate in
both Australia and Singapore.

The Australian leg of the trip will
include meetings with American and Aus-
tralian government officials, including
New South Wales Minister for Agriculture
Tara Moriarty and U.S. Consul General in
Sydney Christine Elder. The group will
attend a roundtable discussion at the U.S.
Studies Centre at the University of Syd-
ney.

Holcomb and Rosenberg will also meet
with Australian businesses like Rux Ener-
gy, a technology company with a focus on
hydrogen storage. Another portion of the
trip will include meetings with government
officials in Victoria, including a roundtable
hosted by the American Chamber of Com-
merce and IFM Investors, a Melbourne-
based company that has invested in the Indi-
ana Toll Road.

After roughly a week in Australia, the
delegation will go to Singapore to meet with
more government officials and representa-
tives of Enterprise Singapore — the govern-
ment’s enterprise development office. The
agency will host another roundtable open to
business leaders and pitch Indiana as a com-
petitive destination.

The Hoosiers State is home to more than
1,050 foreign-owned business establish-
ments that span 40 countries and territories,
according to the press release. These com-
panies committed to investing $20.49 bil-
lion in 2023, more than double their 2022
investment and 71% of total committed cap-
ital investments in 2023.

Obituary Policy

The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local”
deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and
place of death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and
services and the name of the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not
meet the definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publica-

tion.

RELIABLE
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Destination Recreation

I hope you got your fill of fair food
this week, so it will tide you over until
Street Fair comes. I can’t believe that we
are nearing the end of July already. As
school gets closer, our summer events
start winding down. Next week is the last
week for Picnic in the Park. Children
aged 18 and under can still receive a free
lunch every weekday from 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. at Roush Park (925 W. Silver)
until July 26. Special thanks to the Bluff-
ton Harrison Metropolitan schools for
feeding kids this summer.

Once school starts, we lose all our life-
guards, so be sure to squeeze in the last
few days of the Wells Community Pool!
Pool hours are 1- 6 p.m. daily, weather
permitting. Lap Swim is offered Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday (12:00-12:50
p.m.) for only $2. We still have a few
opportunities to rent the pool for a private
party before we open from 10-12 p.m.
Call the pool at 824-1550 to schedule.
The splash pads will remain open through
Labor Day.

Join us for a FREE Friday night con-
cert featuring “The Insiders” on July 25
at Kehoe Park from 8-10 p.m. Bring your
lawn chair and a few dollars to purchase
something delicious from Uncle Matt’s
BBQ Shack food truck or a drink from 2
Pour Guys (ID required). This concert is
sponsored by the generosity of the How-
ard & Beverly Rich Endowment. The rain
site is Life Community Church; follow
Bluffton Parks on Facebook for weather-
related updates.

Our final Kehoe Concert will feature
the Woomblies Rock Orchestra, which
offers a powerhouse of talent. Ten musi-
cians, including a three-piece string sec-
tion and two horns, play some of the
greatest rock and Motown music ever
written. This includes music from rock
bands like ELO, Moody Blues, Led Zep-
pelin, and greats like Barry White and
The Four Tops. Lush vocal harmony and
impressive musicianship make the WRO
a must-see. Enjoy a free show on Fri-
day, August 2, from 8-10 p.m. at Kehoe

Grk along the Wabash River. Kenzie’s

-~
Bluffton Parks Rec
News Notes

Coneys and Big Dipper
food trucks will offer
delicious options. 2 Pour
Guys will also be available to serve adult
beverages. This concert is sponsored by
the generosity of Diane Humphrey. The
rain site is Life Community Church. Spe-
cial thanks to the Wells County Founda-
tion and ProFed Credit Union for being
this season’s title sponsors.

ABC Studio and Activity Center has
partnered with us to offer some fantastic
FREE drop-in classes for children of all
ages. Bring the kids on Aug. 7 from 5:30-
6 p.m. to learn about musical theater, try
a tap class on Aug. 14 from 5:30-6 p.m.,
or learn Hip Hop dance on Aug. 21 from
5:30-6 p.m. Stop by on those dates to try
it out, and if the kids are interested in pur-
suing it longer, ask about class options.

If you want a fun way to burn off the
extra calories from the fair, join Jenni
Millholland at Washington Park on Mon-
days from 6-7 p.m. for a combined yoga
strength class (30 minutes of strength
training & 30 minutes of yoga). Wednes-
days from 6-7 p.m. are restorative yoga
days. Bring your yoga mat. 10-class
punch cards are available for $60.

Photo Contest — Join us in com-
memorating half a century of memories
and milestones at Bluffton’s beloved
Parlor City Trot. Whether you’ve got a
snapshot from way back when or a recent
race-day gem, we want to see your best
shots from over the years. This is a won-
derful opportunity to connect with the
community and share your part in this
historic event.

To Enter: Post your favorite Parlor
City Trot photo. Tag @Bluffton Parks
and use #50thParlorCityTrot.

Prizes: Winners will receive exclusive
50th Anniversary Parlor City Trot hood-
ies and hats.

You can win in two ways: 1. Photos
with the most likes, and 2. We will also
randomly select up to 10 additional win-
ners. Don’t miss your chance to sport
these special edition goodies. Get tagging
and sharing - we can’t wait to see your

entries!

By Brandy
Fiechter

Have a great week!

Wells County Briefs

Recycling Center talks
working with businesses

Because the Recycling Center recoups
some of its money through selling materials
to other companies, members of the Solid
Waste Management District board, which
oversees the center, questioned if they
should be doing more to partner with local
businesses.

Recycling Center Superintendent Kevin
Poling was uncertain, as some businesses
use the center, and some have designated
pick-ups with the same companies the cen-
ter works with. “I don’t know where’d we
get more cardboard,” he added.

Board member Jeff Stringer also ques-
tioned if the center had the manpower to
take on more commercial recyclables. “I
think it depends on the mission of the recy-
cling is — is it to be a profit center or is it to
be a service?” Stringer questioned.

“Well, I'm not even necessarily suggest-
ing that we have to be a profit center, right?
But it’d be nice if it was. But just as from
a general mission standpoint, is there card-
board in the county going to the landfill that
could otherwise be rerouted to us?” asked
board member Scott Mentzer.

Also during the meeting, the board
approved a $100,000 investment into a six-
month CD with 1st Source in Bluffton at a
rate of 5.25%.

The board later approved a 2025 budget
proposal, with the County Council’s budget
hearings slated for August. There were no
significant changes outside the rural town
clean-up budget moving from the Area Plan
Commission to the Recycling Center.

HVAC issues at the

jail evaluated

Sheriff Scott Holliday told the County
Commissioners Monday that representatives
from Ameresco had visited the jail to evalu-
ate HVAC in the summer heat. The compa-
ny had previously advised that they couldn’t
regulate the system until they could do so in
warmer weather.

Holliday reported there were 78 inmates
housed in the Wells County Jail as of Mon-
day, 39 of which were pre-trial holds from
the Circuit Court, 20 for the Superior Court,
18 from the Department of Correction and
one Level 6 felon. .

— Compiled by Holly Gaskill

From our family
to you ...

The Reimschisel family at
Family Ford of Bluffton
hope that you will take a
few moments at least once
each week to spend some
time with what really
matters during these
“interesting times”
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On media bias, with a side
note on divine intervention

While there S aturday, S Sub

is no question in

my mind that,

generally speaking, national news
outlets lean to the left, I don’t believe
it’s a conspiracy that many want to
believe. Hence I was heartened to read
the opening paragraph in an essay
we published on this page last week
by one of our national columnists,
Megan McCardle, who writes for the
Washington Post:

“In my 20 years of writing right-
leaning columns at mainstream publications, I’ve made
two arguments over and over. First, I’ve tried to con-
vince my fellow journalists that liberal media bias is
real. And second, I’ve tried to convince conservatives
that, though it’s real, it’s not the conspiracy they imag-
ine.”

Unfortunately, I found her explanation less than con-
vincing — or perhaps “unclear” might be a better word.
The Reader’s Digest version of my explanation would
be:

1) All media is biased. Because it is run by humans.

2) Reporters and editors are trained — at least they
were when I was in school — that it is incumbent upon
them to report the news as accurately and fairly as pos-
sible. And, I like to believe, the reporters involved in
my definition of the mainstream media (the three net-
work news organizations) actually try to do that. Some
just do a better job than others. I think CBS falls woe-
fully short, ABC seems more interested in entertaining
us than informing us, which leaves NBC, which I feel
does the best of the three. But you have to watch and
listen carefully; they’re not perfect but neither am 1.

3) Practically all national journalists, from my obser-
vations, grew up in large metropolitan areas. At the very
least, that’s where they live now. Most, if not all, reflect
that. It’s who they are. They don’t conspire to twist sto-
ries or emphasize different aspects. It’s their humanness
on display. We country bumpkins see things differently
than them.

Hence, I get the bulk of my national news from NBC
— but always with a skeptical ear, which my wife will
confirm whenever I moan or talk back to the TV — and
the Wall Street Journal, which is certainly a conserva-
tive-leaning publication, but whose reporters have often
clashed with their editors. Makes it interesting.

4) Cable news is a different animal. With a few
exceptions, cable-news channels make no pretense of
being unbiased, although they purport to tell “the truth.”
If you want conservative-leaning news or left-leaning
news, you know where to go. This was no more obvi-
ous and on no better display than Saturday evening’s
coverage of the events in Butler, Pa.

We (my wife and I) heard the sketchy news while
at a grand-nephew’s birthday party — only that shots
had been fired at a Trump rally but he was OK. When
we got home, I did not turn on the television right
away, having no reason to be particularly concerned,
and instead enjoyed a quiet twilight on the patio read-
ing a book. Only when I turned the TV on after dark
did I realize the gravity of the situation and how close
our country came to unimaginable chaotic possibilities.
After NBC began repeating themselves with the limited
information that was available, I wondered how CNN
and Fox News was covering this.

CNN was focused on praising President Biden’s
response — his initial television appearance, his calls
for toning down the rhetoric and his return to the White
House to demonstrate his command of the situation.

Fox News had Mike Huckabee opining that God had
stepped in to protect Mr. Trump because God obviously
wants him to be president. The show’s hosts nodded
their heads in agreement.

I feel a need to personally digress. Having survived
a close call, via a nasty car accident nearly 24 years ago
now, | have personal experience in saying I am here “by
the Grace of God,” as Trump said Thursday evening.

First, I believe it is one leap to assume that He inter-
vened at all; I may have just been plain lucky. There are
certainly more important things in overseeing a universe
that He had been attending to that day, but for those of
us who call ourselves believers, we accept and often
seek the possibility of divine intervention.

Even if that were the case, it is another leap to
assume we know why. I spent a healthy amount of
time in discerning and listening. I believe I eventually
found that answer, but part of that discernment is feel-
ing strongly that to declare to the world that “God is on
my side” due to such an experience is risky business.
We can all cite other examples of people — including
some world leaders in history whom we cannot imagine
had any relationship with the Almighty — that survived
close calls as well. Was that divine intervention?

And there’s plenty of meat on the other side of that
bone. What of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s campaign
for peaceful change that erupted into lethal violence
after his assassination? Why did my wife’s cousin, one
of the finest men I’ve known, get a fatal brain tumor at
such a young age?

Let’s leave God’s plans to Himself for now.

(Speaking of divine intervention, we could use a bit
here at the N-B right now. Please pray for our problem-
atic platemaker, if you feel so inclined. But I digress
within a digression.)

Back to my original point which, if I correctly recall,
is about media bias. If you’re watching cable news,
you are absorbing a conspiracy. The “mainline national
news outlets” are not perfect, but at least they’re trying.
Sorta. For the most part.

That’s my story and I’m sticking to it.

miller@news-banner.com

Mark Miller

This election is Democratic progressivism
vs. GOP progressivism-lite. Alas.

The consensus that the nation is politi-
cally polarized is indisputable only because Y
it is undisputed. Granted, there is cultural
polarization about this and that — pronouns,
bathrooms, indoctrination masquerading as \ Fy
education, etc. Politically, however — regard-
ing government’s proper scope and actual
competence — there is deepening bipartisan
agreement. Unfortunately.

Concerning the broad contours of public
policy, there is a disturbing convergence. Pro-
grammatically, the parties are more aligned
than they have been since the 1950s, when
President Dwight D. Eisenhower caused
Republicans to accept the permanency of the
New Deal’s legacy: a transfer-payment state (Social
Security, soon to include Medicare and much more)
and federal supervision of the economy. The Repub-
licans’ 1964 nominee, Barry Goldwater, expressed a
growing exasperation with ideological homogeniza-
tion, promising ““A choice, not an echo.” He initiated an
epochal divergence between the parties, which culmi-
nated 16 years later.

Today, beneath the frothy partisanship, Republican
progressivism echoes the Democrats’. Both parties
favor significant expansions of government’s control
of economic activity and the distribution of wealth.
Both promise to leave unchanged the transfer-payment
programs (Social Security, Medicare) that are plunging
toward insolvency, and driving unsustainable national
indebtedness.

And both parties favor tax increases: the Democrats
on corporations, consumers and the 3 percent of indi-
viduals earning more than $400,000 annually; Republi-
cans on consumers.

Substantial por-
tions of the Demo-
crats’ corporate taxes
would be paid by
employees in fore-
gone compensation,
or would be passed
on to consumers
(including the 97
percent earning less
than $400,000) in the
prices of products.
Donald Trump’s
promised 10 percent
across-the-board tariff
on all imports would
be taxes (more than

2

George

conviction is the eighth wonder of the world,
today opposes allowing Nippon Steel to
purchase U.S. Steel because Nippon’s “alle-
giances” are to “a foreign state.” (Actually,
they are to shareholders, some of whom are
probably Americans.)

Progressivism aims to build a society-
saturating government, and especially an
encompassing executive branch wielded by
a president exercising vast discretion that is
only vaguely, if at all, authorized and negli-
gibly monitored by Congress. In the Biden
administration, much the most progressive in
U.S. history, the emblematic figure is Federal

Trade Commission Chair Lina Khan.

Her aspiration is to untether antitrust enforcement
from the “consumer welfare” standard. This would
sever the FTC from restraining law, enormously
enlarging government’s powers for economic “plan-
ning.” There would follow promiscuous interventions
to strengthen the public sector’s dominance of what
would become only a semiprivate sector. Vance thinks
(as do the most progressive senators, independent Ber-
nie Sanders and Democrat Elizabeth Warren) that Khan
“is doing a pretty good job.”

Vance appears to be a dime-store Brandeisian, a
caricature of Supreme Court Justice Louis D. Brandeis,
who was more nuanced than the “big-is-presumptively-
bad” cohort today invoking his name. About progres-
sivism’s largest achievement, the administrative state,
he hankers to “seize” its regulatory and coercive pow-
ers and use them “for our own purposes.”

In foreign policy, progressivism has a (Woodrow)
Wilsonian faith in “soft” power as an alternative to
the military sort.
And the Democratic
Party retains a not-
negligible residue of
its 1972 presiden-
tial nominee: Sen.
George McGov-
ern’s “Come home,
America.” Vance
seems unconcerned
about the global
tremors that result
when a great nation
loses a war, even a
proxy war. His argu-
ment for abandoning
Ukraine is couched
in progressive tropes

Will

$300 billion annually, about spending
according to the Tax = . instead on domestic
Foundation) paid by ) . . . o constituencies.
consumers. Today's Republicans disparage this traditional ~ Today’s GOP

The Peterson Insti-
tute for International
Economics says: A
tariff is “a tax on domestic consumption, since it raises
the price buyers pay domestically.” The Center for
American Progress Action Fund says: Trump’s tariff
would cost a typical household “roughly $1,500 each
year.” (The Peterson Institute says $1,700 from a typi-
cal middle-income family.) J.D. Vance, tribune of the
working class, does not mind.

Inevitably, protectionism is government, responsive
to big economic battalions, picking winners and losers.
Organized labor, rent-seeking corporations and today’s
Republicans favor it.

Eight years ago, in “Hillbilly Elegy,” Vance cel-
ebrated a Japanese corporation’s investment in a mori-
bund Ohio steel company. Vance, whose versatility of

Today in History

conservatism as “zombie Reaganism.”

offers progressivism-
lite: a less muscular
America abroad, a
more muscular government at home. Four summers
from now, a fourth consecutive Republican conven-
tion might nominate a candidate who rejects, root and
branch, traditional conservatism: Limited govern-
ment, constrained by the Constitution’s separation of
its powers; modest government, allowing wealth and
opportunity to be mostly allocated by voluntary market
transactions.

Today’s Republicans disparage this traditional
conservatism as “zombie Reaganism.” Actually, their
repudiation encompasses John Locke, Baron de Mon-
tesquieu, Adam Smith, David Ricardo and James Madi-
son. A lot.
georgewill@washpost.com
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By The Associated Press

Today is Saturday, July 20, the
202nd day of 2024. There are 164
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On
July 20, 1969, astronauts Neil Arm-
strong and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin
became the first men to walk on the
moon after reaching its surface in
their Apollo 11 lunar module.

Also on this date:

In 1917, America’s World War I
draft lottery began as Secretary of
War Newton Baker, wearing a blind-
fold, reached into a glass bowl and
pulled out a capsule containing the
number 258 during a ceremony inside
the Senate office building.

In 1944, an attempt by a group of
German officials to assassinate Adolf
Hitler with a bomb failed as the explo-
sion only wounded the Nazi leader.

In 1951, Jordan’s King Abdullah

I was assassinated in Jerusalem by
a Palestinian gunman who was shot
dead on the spot by security.

In 1976, America’s Viking 1 robot
spacecraft made a successful, first-
ever landing on Mars.

In 1977, a flash flood hit John-
stown, Pennsylvania, killing more
than 80 people and causing $350 mil-
lion worth of damage.

In 1990, Supreme Court Justice
William J. Brennan, one of the court’s
most liberal voices, announced he was
stepping down.

In 1993, White House deputy
counsel Vincent Foster Jr., 48, was
found shot to death in a park near
Washington, D.C.; it was ruled a sui-
cide.

In 2006, the Senate voted 98-0
to renew the landmark 1965 Voting
Rights Act for another quarter-centu-

ry.

In 2007, President George W. Bush
signed an executive order prohibiting
cruel and inhuman treatment, includ-
ing humiliation or denigration of
religious beliefs, in the detention and
interrogation of terrorism suspects.

In 2010, the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee voted to approve Elena Kagan
to be the Supreme Court’s fourth
female justice.

Today’s Birthdays: Former Sen.
Barbara A. Mikulski, D-Md., is 88.
Baseball Hall of Famer Tony Oliva
is 86. Artist Judy Chicago is 85.
Country singer T.G. Sheppard is 80.
Singer Kim Carnes is 79. Rock musi-
cian Carlos Santana is 77. Author and
commentator Thomas Friedman is
71. Rock musician Paul Cook (Sex
Pistols) is 68. Actor Frank Whaley is
61. Conservationist and TV personal-
ity Terri Irwin is 60. Rock musician
Stone Gossard (Pearl Jam) is 58.
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Faulty software update causes havoc for airlines, hospitals and governments

NEW YORK (AP) — A faulty
software update caused technolog-
ical havoc worldwide on Friday,
grounding flights, knocking down
some financial companies and
news outlets, and disrupting hospi-
tals, small businesses and govern-
ment offices.

The breadth of the outages
highlighted the fragility of a digi-
tized world dependent on just a
few providers for key computing
services.

The trouble was sparked by
an update issued by cybersecu-
rity firm CrowdStrike and only
affected its customers running
Microsoft Windows, the world’s
most popular operating system for
personal computers. It was not the
result of hacking or a cyberattack,
according to CrowdStrike, which
apologized and said a fix was on
the way.

Businesses and governments
worldwide experienced hours-
long disruptions — their computer
monitors glowing blue with error
messages — and they scrambled
to deal with the fallout. Crowd-
Strike’s CEO said some of their
systems will require time-consum-
ing manual fixes.

Thousands of flights were can-
celed and tens of thousands were
delayed, leading to long lines at
airports in the U.S., Europe, Asia
and Latin America. Airlines lost
access to check-in and booking
services in the heart of the summer
travel season. By late afternoon
Eastern time, the worst appeared
to be over, though there were still
lingering cancellations and delays
do to the cascading effect of the
disruption.

Several local TV stations in
the U.S. were prevented from air-
ing the news early Friday, and
some state and local governments
reported problems at courts, motor

vehicles departments, unemploy-
ment agencies, emergency call
centers and other offices, but as
the day progressed many of the
systems were getting back to nor-
mal.

Affected hospitals had prob-
lems with appointment systems,
forcing them to suspend patient
visits and cancel some surgeries.

Alison Baulos said her 73-year-
old father’s heart surgery in
Paducah, Kentucky, was canceled
Friday morning because of the
tech outage, leaving her family
scared and worried.

“It does really make you just
realize how much we rely on tech-
nology and how scary it is,” Bau-
los said in an interview. She said
her father was waiting at Baptist
Hospital to find out what will hap-
pen next. A phone message left
with the hospital was not immedi-
ately returned.

American Express said it tem-
porarily had some difficulties
processing transactions, while TD
Bank responded to online com-
plaints by saying it was working to
restore customers’ ability to access
their accounts.

Elsewhere, people experienced
minor inconveniences, includ-
ing trouble ordering ahead at
Starbucks, causing long lines to
form at some of the coffee chain’s
stores.

In New York City’s Times
Square, right before 12:30 a.m.,
the blue “recovery” screens pop-
ping up on laptops appeared on
several giant electronic billboards.
A few were dark Friday afternoon.

A disturbing

reminder of vulnerability

Cyber expert James Bore said
real harm would be caused. “All
of these systems are running
the same software,” Bore said.
“We’ve made all of these tools so

widespread that when things inevi-
tably go wrong — and they will,
as we’ve seen — they go wrong at
a huge scale.”

The head of Germany’s IT
security agency, Claudia Plattner,
said “we can’t expect a very quick
solution.” A forecast for when
exactly all systems will be up and
running is difficult, but “it won’t
be hours,” she added.

CrowdStrike said in a recording
on its customer service line that
the problem was related to “the
Falcon sensor,” referring to one of
its products used to block online
attacks. The company says it has
29,000 customers.

In an interview on NBC'’s
“Today Show,” CrowdStrike CEO
George Kurtz apologized, saying
the company was “deeply sorry
for the impact that we’ve caused
to customers, to travelers, to any-
one affected by this, including our
companies.”

“We know what the issue is”
and are working to fix it, Kurtz
said. However, he noted it could
take “some time” for certain cus-
tomers, especially those lacking
in-house expertise.

While CrowdStrike’s update
was automated, the fix requires
hands-on work such as deleting
corrupted files, which could take
some customers days or longer,
said Forrester analyst Allie Mel-
len.

“Given that CrowdStrike has a
ton of customers, a ton of Fortune
500 customers, and they have like-
ly millions of (computers) under
management, this causes a bigger
issue,” Mellen said. “It is going to
be a long and arduous process.”

Ann Johnson, corporate vice
president and deputy chief infor-
mation security officer at Micro-
soft, said late Friday afternoon that
“at this point in time, I would say

that customers are receiving or
have received the necessary infor-
mation they need and are getting
the support they need — under-
standing it’s a very major issue.”

She said Microsoft’s primary
focus is getting customers back
online, but could not estimate how
long this might take.

In Alaska, the state’s court sys-
tem returned to functionality after
repairs that took 12 hours to com-
plete, according to spokesperson
Rebecca Koford. In Iowa, Gov.
Kim Reynolds said the state’s criti-
cal technology systems were up and
running again by mid-afternoon.

Shares of CrowdStrike, which
is based in Austin, Texas, ended
Friday trading down more than
11%. Microsoft’s stock price fell
less than 1%.

Though the outage’s impact
could be felt far and wide, the
forecasting firm Capital Econom-
ics said it was likely to have little
impact on the world economy.

Cybersecurity experts said
those affected by the outage also
needed to be wary of bad actors
reaching out claiming they can
help. “Attackers will definitely
prey on organizations as a result
of this,” said Gartner analyst Eric
Grenier.

In a letter to customers posted
on CrowdStrike’s website, Kurtz
said the outage did not affect its
Falcon systems or its security
scanning.

Air travel delayed everywhere

Most airlines attributed the
problems to their booking systems.
Thousands of flights were affected
in the U.S. alone, though by late
morning on the East Coast airlines
said they were beginning to miti-
gate problems and resume some
service. Unclogging the system
takes time, though.

Airlines and railways in the

U K. experienced long wait times.
And airports across Europe sus-
pended landings or halted takeoffs
for several hours due to difficulties
in checking in passengers.

Saskia Oettinghaus, a member
of the German Olympic diving
team, was among those stuck at
the Berlin Airport.

“We are on our way to Paris for
the Olympic Games and now we
are at a standstill here for the time
being,” Oettinghaus said.

In Cancun, Mexico, the main
tourist destination in the Caribbean
coast, the state government said
there were 24 cancellations and
100 delayed flights. Some travel-
ers tried to liven up the long waits
by singing the traditional Mexi-
can song, “Cielito Lindo,” while
a band that was also stranded was
playing in the Cancun airport.
Broadcasters go dark, surgeries

delayed, ‘blue screens of death’

In the U.S., KSHB-TV in Kan-
sas City, Missouri, aired Scripps
News instead of local news until
about 5:35 a.m., the stations said
on its website. Other local stations
owned by Scripps reported similar
problems, though Scripps spokes-
man Michael Perry said early Fri-
day that 90% of stations were able
to air local news.

Hospitals in different countries
also reported problems.

Britain’s National Health Ser-
vice said the outage caused prob-
lems at most doctors’ offices
because appointment and patient-
record systems were affected.

At Mass General Brigham,
the largest health care system in
Massachusetts, all scheduled non-
urgent surgeries, procedures, and
medical visits were canceled Fri-
day because of the outage, accord-
ing to a spokesperson.

Some international shipping
was disrupted, too.

Stock market today: Wall Street finishes worst week since April with more losses

By STAN CHOE

AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) —
U.S. stocks slumped Fri-
day in another washout,
as businesses around the
world scrambled to con-
tain the effects of a disrup-
tive technology outage.

The S&P 500 fell
0.7% to close its first los-
ing week in the last three
and its worst since April.
The Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average dropped 377
points, or 0.9%, while the
Nasdaq composite sank
0.8%.

It was only on Tues-
day that the S&P 500 set
its latest all-time high. At
first, pressure built on the
Big Tech stocks that have
been the market’s big-
gest winners, amid criti-
cism they simply grew
too expensive. Nvidia, for
example, is still up 138%
this year amid a frenzy
around artificial-intelli-
gence technology, even
after falling 2.6% Friday
and 8.8% over the week.

Gains for previously
unloved areas of the mar-
ket had helped to offset
some of those declines:
Smaller stocks and com-
panies whose profits are
closely tied to the econo-
my’s strength were rising.
That sparked hopes for a
market where more stocks

a handful of dominat-
ing elites, which market
watchers say would be
healthier.

"This rotation can con-
tinue, but it doesn’t always
have to be where they’re
rising faster, it could be
because they are falling
less," according to Brian
Jacobsen, chief economist
at Annex Wealth Manage-
ment.

Momentum for those
beaten-down areas of the
market may be sputtering.
The Russell 2000 index of
smaller stocks fell 0.6%
Friday for its third straight
drop, following its huge
five-day run where it shot
up 11.5%. Three out of
every four stocks in the
S&P 500 also sank.

Friday’s moves came as
a major outage disrupted
flights, banks and even
doctors’ appointments
around the world. Cyber-
security firm CrowdStrike
said the issue believed to
be behind the outage was
not a security incident or
cyberattack and that it had
deployed a fix. The com-
pany said the problem lay
in a faulty update sent to
computers running Micro-
soft Windows.

CrowdStrike’s stock
dropped 11.1%, while
Microsoft’s lost 0.8%.

Richard Stiennon, a

analyst, called it a historic
mistake by CrowdStrike,
but he also said he did not
think it revealed a bigger
problem with the cyber-
security industry or with
CrowdStrike as a compa-
ny.

"We all realize you
can fat finger something,
mistype something, you
know whatever -- we don’t
know the technical details
yet of how it caused the
bluescreen of death" for
users, he said.

"The markets are going
to forgive them, the cus-
tomers are going to for-
give them, and this will
blow over."

Crowdstrike’s stock
trimmed its loss some-
what through the day, but
it still turned in its worst
performance since 2022.
Stocks of rival cybersecu-
rity firms climbed, includ-
ing a 7.8% jump for Senti-
nelOne and a 2.2% rise for
Palo Alto Networks.

The outage hit check-
in procedures at airports
around the world, causing
long lines of frustrated fli-
ers. That initially helped
pull down U.S. airline
stocks, but they quickly
pared their losses. United
Airlines flipped to a gain
of 3.3%, for example. It
said many travelers may
experience delays, and it

it easier to change travel

plans.
American Airlines
Group slipped 0.4%,

and Delta Air Lines rose
1.2%.

Comerica dropped
10.5% for one of the mar-
ket’s sharper losses, even
though it delivered bet-
ter earnings for the spring
than analysts expected.
The bank said it received
a preliminary notifica-
tion that it won’t continue
as the issuer of the Direct
Express debit card for
about 4.5 million federal
benefit recipients, a pro-
gram it’s had since 2008.

American Express sank
2.7% after its revenue for
the latest quarter fell short

of analysts’ forecasts. It
was one of the largest rea-
sons for the Dow’s drop,
despite reporting stronger
profit than expected.

Halliburton fell 5.6%
after the provider of ser-
vices to the energy indus-
try matched analysts’
expectations for profit last
quarter but missed for rev-
enue.

Rival SLB was on the
winning side of Wall Street
after reporting stronger
profit than expected, and
its stock rose 1.9%.

All told, the S&P
500 fell 39.59 points
to 5,505.00. The Dow
dropped 377.49, or 0.9%,
to 40,287.53, and the
Nasdaq lost 144.28 to
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17,726.94.

In the bond market,
yields ticked higher. The
yield on the 10-year Trea-
sury rose to 4.23% from
4.20% late Thursday.

In markets abroad,
indexes were mostly lower
in Europe and Asia.

Stocks fell 2% in Hong
Kong and rose 0.2% in
Shanghai after Chinese
officials briefed reporters
in Beijing on the outcome
of a top-level meeting
of the ruling Communist
Party. They provided some
details of the sweeping
blueprint it endorsed for
making China a leader in
technology, building its
financial markets and rais-
ing living standards.
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Shane Lowry keeps calm
and carries British Open lead

By DOUG FERGUSON
AP Golf Writer

TROON, Scotland (AP) —
Shane Lowry was a surpris-
ing model of calm amid all the
calamity in the British Open on
Friday.

Lowry was not immune from
the endless punishment Royal
Troon dished out on a day when
Tiger Woods missed another cut,
along with nine of the top 20
players in the world — including
Rory Mcllroy, Ludvig Aberg and Bryson
DeChambeau.

He was close to losing his cool with a
photographer who distracted him, a shot
into the gorse bush, a beautiful provisional
shot to the 11th green that didn’t count when
his lost ball became found and a double
bogey that wiped out his two-shot lead.

Lowry steadied himself with two birdies
on the last three holes for a 2-under 69, leav-
ing him in a familiar position as he chases
that silver claret jug he first won at Royal
Portrush five years ago. He had a two-shot
lead over Justin Rose and Daniel Brown
going into the weekend.

“I was in control of my ball, did all the
right things for a lot of the round. Then
when I got in a bit of trouble, I feel like I
really finished the round well,” Lowry said.
“I'm pretty happy with the day. To be lead-
ing this tournament after two days, it’s why
you come here. It’s why we’re here.”

The shocker at Royal Troon — there
were a lot of them Friday — was how many
of the top players were leaving.

DeChambeau, the U.S Open champion
with top 10s in all the majors this year, man-
aged only one birdie in a round of 75. Mcll-
roy would have needed anything under par,
and those hopes ended with a triple bogey 8
on his fourth hole. He shot 75.

“I’d much rather have a disappointing
Sunday than going home on Friday,” said
Mcllroy, who was coming off a late collapse
that cost him the U.S. Open.

Woods had a 77 to miss the cut in his
third straight major, this one by eight shots.
His 36-hole score of 156 matched his high-
est as a pro.

Lowry was at 7-under 135, and only nine
other players remained under par after two
days of havoc-wreaking wind off the Irish
Sea.

Brown, playing in his first major cham-
pionship, held it together for a 72 that puts
him in the final group on the weekend with
Lowry. Rose wasn’t even sure he would
be at Troon until he went through 36-hole
qualifying at the start of the month. He went
29 holes before finally making a bogey, and
then he finished strong for a 68.

Masters champion Scottie Scheffler
found a pot bunker off the tee at the down-
wind 18th and made bogey, but otherwise
was solid as ever for another 70. He was
tied for fourth just five shots behind, along
with Billy Horschel (68) and Dean Bur-
mester (69).

“I know tomorrow is going to be a long
day, but I’ve done it before,” Lowry said.
“For me, it’s just about going out and play-
ing my own game, shooting the best score I
can. Try not to worry about what other peo-
ple are doing and just trying to take care of
your own personal stuff.”

It was best to keep blinders on at Royal

Shane Lowry

Troon. There were some harrow-
ing scenes.

Justin Thomas, who opened
with a 68 to get himself in the
mix, shot a 45 on the front nine
and played his best golf from
there to salvage a 78 and make
sure he at least made the cut.

Robert Maclntyre had an even
tougher start. Scotland’s biggest
star after winning his national
Open last week, Maclntyre was

stuck in pot bunkers and high
grass. He was 8 over for his round through
four holes — four holes! — and then played
4 under the rest of the way for a remarkable
75 to make the cut.

The cut was at 6-over 148.

Aguri Iwasaki had them all beat. He took
a 9 on consecutive holes and shot 52 on the
back nine for a 91. One of those 9s was on
the par-3 14th, where he took four shots out
of two bunkers and once had to go back-
ward toward the fairway.

Mcllroy, who started with a 78, needed
a good start and instead got a triple bogey.
He barely moved the ball out of thick grass
on the par-5 fourth. Once he got back to
the fairway, he pulled another shot into the
rough, chipped that into the bunker and
ended the sad tale by missing a 4-foot putt.

“Once I made the 8 on the fourth hole
that was it — 22 holes into the event and
I’m thinking about where I’'m going to go
on vacation next week,” Mcllroy said.

PGA champion Xander Schauffele and
Patrick Cantlay were in the group at 1-under
141.

Another shot back was Joaquin Nie-
mann. He had another 71 despite taking a
quintuple-bogey 8 on the par-3 eighth hole
— the Postage Stamp — that measures a
mere 123 yards. He was in three bunkers
around the tiny green and three-putted when
he finally got out of them. Niemann also
made six birdies in a most remarkable round
of level par.

So much chaos across the century-old
links, and it looked for a brief moment like
Lowry might take part. He was in the right
rough, but he was distracted by a photog-
rapher and angry at himself for not back-
ing off the shot that he tugged left toward a
clump of gorse.

Figuring it would be lost in the prickly
mess, Lowry hit a provisional for a lost
ball onto the green, a terrific shot. One
problem. Someone found the ball. It was
no longer lost, so the provisional ball was
not in play.

Lowry took a penalty drop from the
bush, going back to find a place where
he had a swing, put it short of the green,
chipped on and salvaged a double bogey 6.

“To be honest, I was happy enough
leaving there with a 6. It wasn’t a disaster.
I was still leading the tournament,” Lowry
said.

And now comes a big opportunity for
Lowry to reclaim that claret jug. He’s not
alone in the chase, especially with Troon’s
ability to make anyone look silly. Scheffler
has quietly avoided some of those moments.

“I’ve played two solid rounds and it put
me five shots back, and I’ll continue to try
to execute and just continue to try to hit
good shots and hit good putts,” Scheffler
said, making it all sound so simple on a day
when nothing felt easy.

Verstappen battling three-headed
threat as F1 season hits midpoint

By JOSEPH WILSON
Associated Press

Just when Lewis Hamilton decided he
needed to switch teams, Mercedes finally
gives him a competitive car.

Mercedes has elbowed its way into the
most tightly contested Formula 1 season
since Max Verstappen wrested the mantle
of serial winner from Hamilton in 2021.

Seven-time world champion Hamilton
and Mercedes teammate George Russell
have won back-to-back races; Russell
was first in Austria and Hamilton surpris-
ingly took the victory at Silverstone, and
the team arrived this week at the Hungar-
ian Grand Prix with renewed hope after a
long spell of self-doubt.

Hamilton’s win at the British GP was
his first victory since the second-to-last
race of 2021.

The British driver also knows better
than anyone how to win on the Hunga-
roring’s tight corners. He holds a record
eight wins here, with his last triumph in
2020. He also took pole position on this
track last year.

“It’s game on, we’re fighting, we’re
chasing, and we’re going to try and win
as many races or compete for as many
wins as possible,” Hamilton said while
preparing for the race weekend.

Hamilton stunned the series by
announcing he was leaving for Ferrari
in 2025. He has since insisted his focus
is completely on making the most of his
final months with Mercedes.

“We are united as a team, and we’re
going to try and make sure we finish the
season on a high.”

With five different winners in the last
seven races, it is clear that it is no longer
a foregone conclusion that Red Bull will
sweep up most of the victories.

Verstappen still commands a healthy
lead on 255 points, with McLaren’s
Lando Norris in second with 171. But
the Dutch driver is facing fast challeng-
ers from three different teams when you
include the Ferraris of Charles Leclerc
and Carlos Sainz.

Verstappen acknowledged that the gap

between his car and the best of the rest
has largely disappeared.

“The last few races we’ve not been
the quickest car, so I don’t expect that to
suddenly now be any different,” said Ver-
stappen, who has won here the past two
years.

“Of course we will bring upgrades,
hopefully that will give it a good boost,
but at the moment just want to try and see
how that will work this weekend.”

Red Bull is under more pressure in the
constructors’ championship, which com-
bines the points taken from each team’s
two drivers. Red Bull has 373 points,
Ferrari 302, McLaren 295, and Mercedes
221.

That is largely due to the slump by
Verstappen’s teammate Sergio Pérez. Red
Bull team principal Christian Horner said
his poor performances were “unsustain-
able” after the Mexican driver finished
17th at the British GP two weeks ago.

“I’m the first one that is not satisfied
with the past races, with the past results,
and I’'m the one that wants to get back to
our top form. that’s the main objective for
us this weekend,” Pérez said.

Norris has had a very fast car recent-
ly and has lamented not scoring a sec-
ond career win after coming out on top
at Miami in May. He was in the running
for victory in Canada, Spain and Britain
before coming up short.

“We’re still learning from these
things,” Norris said. “It hurts, those tough
times.”

The Hungarian GP marks the start of
the second half of the season. Qualifying
is on Saturday for Sunday’s race.

Leclerc crashes in practice

Norris topped practice on Friday, right
in front of Verstappen, with the top lap
times. Sainz was the third fastest.

Leclerc gave Ferrari’s mechanics extra
work after he spun off and smacked the
rear of his car into the barrier during the
second hourlong session. He was whisked
back to the garage while a crane lifted his
damaged ride off the track before prac-
ticed resumed.

SPORTS

Moreno’s 3 hits, D-Backs
take care of Cubs in 1st
game since All-Star Game

By SETH R. ENGLE
The Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP)
— Gabriel Moreno
had three hits, scored
twice and drove in
a run and Ryne Nel-
son pitched five-plus
solid innings, leading
the Arizona Diamond-
backs to a 5-2 vic-
tory over the Chicago
Cubs on Friday.

pitcher and it cer-
tainly worked today
against Steele.”

A Nico Hoerner
double preceded two
consecutive walks
thrown by Justin
Martinez that loaded
the Cubs’ bases with
no outs in the eighth
inning. Thompson
gave up a sacri-
fice fly to Ian Happ

Nelson (7-6) struck
out nine batters and
allowed three hits as Arizona won for the
seventh time in 10 games. Reliever Ryan
Thompson escaped a bases-loaded, no-
out jam in the eighth inning allowing one
run and Paul Sewald pitched the ninth
inning for his 14th save.

“I'm trying to keep it just one outing
at a time or one day at a time. ... I feel
like keeping that level-headed mindset,
even when I’m out there pitching, it’s
one pitch at time and trying to be pres-
ent,” Nelson said. “I think that mindset
has really helped me a lot.”

Christian Walker singled to drive
in Moreno and Ketel Marte to cap a
three-run third inning off Cubs starter
Justin Steele (2-4). Moreno singled
in the first run. Randal Grichuk and
Corbin Carroll also drove in a run for
Arizona.

The Diamondbacks’ streak may dic-
tate whether the defending National
League champions will be either buyers
or sellers at the July 30 trade deadline.

Steele allowed five runs on nine
hits before he was pulled after 4 2/3
innings. A strength of Chicago’s pitch-
ing staff, Steele hadn’t allowed more
than three runs in a game over his pre-
vious nine starts, a stretch that dated to
May 22.

“We’re just good hitters, you know,
and I think we have good game plan-
ning,” Arizona manager Torey Luvolla
said. “So what it is exactly I don’t know.
I know that they go out there with a
really good idea of how to attack each

before getting out of
the inning.

Chicago manager Craig Counsell took
aim at the home plate umpire Roberto
Ortiz following the loss, which pushed
the Cubs into last place in the National
League Central Division.

“I think there were some big calls in
this game that were called incorrectly.
Some balls, some strikes that were just
missed,” Counsell said.

The one call that seemed to upset the
Cubs was a called third strike on Chris-
topher Morel for the second out in the
eighth inning. The pitch may be been a
little low.

Morel drove in Michael Busch on a
single to center field in the sixth inning
for the Cubs’ other run.

TRAINER’S ROOM

Diamondbacks: LHP Jordan Mont-
gomery (knee) is expected to rejoin the
rotation during next week’s series against
the Kansas City Royals.

Cubs: OF Mike Tauchman (groin)
was activated from the 10-day injured
list. He grounded as a pinch-hitter and
played two innings in center field. ...
OF Alexander Canario was optioned to
Triple-A Towa. ... LHP Jordan Wicks
(oblique) was placed on the 60-day
injured list. ... RHP Jesus Tinoco was
called up from Triple-A and threw two
scoreless innings.

UP NEXT

The Diamondbacks will start RHP
Zac Gallen (6-5, 3.87 ERA). The Cubs
have listed RHP Kyle Hendricks (2-7,
6.78 ERA) to start Saturday.

EA Sports College FB 25, among
most anticipated sports video
games in history, hits the market

By RYAN KRYSKA
AP Sports Writer

EA Sports College
Football 25, among the
most highly anticipated
sports video games of all
time, has flooded the mar-
ket as gamers who waited
more than a decade for the
franchise’s next install-
ment rush to play.

The game officially
launched Friday, with EA

SPORTS
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said in a press release.
“I’ve been playing this
game all week. I know lot
of people before me fought
for this and I’'m grateful.”
EA Sports has said its
goal for the game was “to
feel like a love letter to col-
lege football and its fans.”
UCLA, Mississippi
State, San Diego State and
Colorado were among the
schools hosting College

Sports increasing its server

capacity ahead of time to handle the crush.
More than 2.2 million people had already
played the game during an early-access period
before launch.

“To say we’ve been blown away by the
excitement, energy and anticipation around
College Football 25 over the past few months
would be an understatement,” EA Sports said
in a blog post this week. “Just like you, our
team has had July 19 circled for months as the
culmination of so much work and dedication
to build this game, and the chance to see it in
players’ hands for the first time.”

EA Sports’ college football games used to
be released annually, a cultural icon in Ameri-
can sports for much of the franchise’s exis-
tence. The company froze future editions in
2013 when athletes began questioning why
they weren’t getting paid to be featured in the
games.

With athlete compensation rights sorted
out in court and now allowed by the NCAA,
EA Sports announced in 2021 it would be
reviving the franchise. The video-game devel-
oper offered Bowl Subdivision players a min-
imum of $600 and a copy of the game to have
their likeness included in it. More than 11,000
players accepted offers.

The National College Players Association,
a group that has long advocated for college
players to be paid, celebrated the game as a
milestone for its mission.

“It’s exciting for me, my teammates, and
my friends from other schools to be in the
game and get paid,” Washington defensive
back and NCPA leader Dyson McCutcheon

Football 25 events this
week. Across social platforms, athletes such
as LeBron James, Tim Tebow and Michael
Vick — even comedians Shane Gillis and
Dan Soder — were live-streaming head-to-
head matches in the game.

Michigan running back Donovan Edwards,
one of the cover athletes, said in May some of
the best moments of his childhood involved
playing EA Sports college football with his
best friend.

“Just for it to be back, as well as to be on the
cover of it, it’s an awesome feeling,” he said.

The game’s other standard-edition cover
athletes are Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers
and Colorado two-way player Travis Hunt-
er. The deluxe edition features the backs of
numerous players in a stadium tunnel, includ-
ing Alabama quarterback Jalen Milroe, Geor-
gia quarterback Carson Beck and Ohio State
running back Quinshon Judkins.

EA Sports’ college football franchise dates
to the 1990s. It grew in popularity in the
early 2000s as gaming systems became more
advanced, allowing for revolutionary game
modes such as the popular Race for the Heis-
man create-a-player that was introduced in
NCAA Football 06.

That edition also featured historic teams,
including the 1992 Alabama squad that Clem-
son coach Dabo Swinney played on.

“Sleeping on me a little bit,” Swinney
joked about the 70 overall rating for his play-
er, “WR No. 88,” which did, however, have a
91 speed rating. “They must have my going
down the Hill speed. I appreciate the love they
gave me on that.”

Guardians sign No. 1 overall pick
Travis Bazzana of Oregon State

By The Associated Press

CLEVELAND (AP) — Travis Bazzana, the
top overall pick in the MLLB amateur draft out of
Oregon State, signed his first professional con-
tract with the Cleveland Guardians on Friday.

Bazzana formally inked a deal at Progres-
sive Field, agreeing to an $8.95 million con-
tract, a person familiar with the negotiations
told The Associated Press. The person spoke
on condition of anonymity because the amount
of the contract has not been announced.

MLB assigned a $10.57 million slot
value to the top pick, but the 21-year-old
second baseman from Australia was realis-
tic about the process, saying, “I was never
going to get slot money anywhere.”

“I wanted to be in a place where I could
flourish and, with the identity of the way
the Guardians play the game, this is where I
wanted to be,” the 6-foot, 199-pound Bazza-
na said. “I put my trust in my great agents,
but they knew I wanted to be a Guard.”
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Cleveland 7, San Diego 0
Baltimore at Texas, late
Chicago White Sox at Kansas

L.A. Angels at Oakland, late
Boston at L.A. Dodgers, late
Houston at Seattle, late
Saturday’s Games
Tampa Bay (Bradley 4-4) at N.Y.
Yankees (Cortes 4-8), 1:05 p.m.
Detroit (Olson 4-8) at Toronto
(Kikuchi 4-8), 3:07 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Kochanowicz 0-1) at
Oakland (Spence 5-6), 4:07 p.m.
Baltimore (Rodriguez 11-4) at
Texas (Scherzer 1-2), 7:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Cannon 1-3)
at Kansas City (Singer 5-6), 7:10 p.m.
Milwaukee (Peralta 6-5) at Minne-

BASKETBALL
WN BA City, late
EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pct GB
New York 21 4 840 —
Connecticut 18 6 .750 2%
Indiana 11 15 423 10%
Chicago 10 14 417 10%
Atlanta 7 17 292 13%
Washington 6 19 .240 15
WESTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pct GB
Minnesota 17 8 .680 —
Seattle 17 8 .680 —
Las Vegas 16 8 .667 Ya
Phoenix 13 12 .520 4
LosAngeles 6 18 .250 10%
Dallas 6 19 .240 1

Tuesday’s Games
Phoenix 96, Washington 87
Seattle 89, Los Angeles 83
New York 82, Connecticut 74
Chicago 93, Las Vegas 85

Wednesday’s Games
Minnesota 86, Atlanta 79
Dallas 101, Indiana 93

Thursday’s Games

No games scheduled.
Friday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Saturday’s Games

Team WNBA vs USAB Women’s
Nat. Team, 8:30 p.m., Phoenix

sota (Lopez 8-7), 7:10 p.m.

San Diego (Cease 8-8) at Cleve-
land (Williams 0-1), 7:10 p.m.

Boston (Bello 10-5) at L.A. Dodg-
ers (Wrobleski 0-1), 7:15 p.m.

Houston (Valdez 8-5) at Seattle
(Kirby 7-7), 9:40 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Milwaukee at Minnesota, 1:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees, 1:35

p.m.
Detroit at Toronto, 1:37 p.m.
San Diego at Cleveland, 1:40 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Kansas City,
2:10 p.m.
Baltimore at Texas, 2:35 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Oakland, 4:07 p.m.
Houston at Seattle, 4:10 p.m.

BASEBALL Boston at L.A. Dodgers, 7:10 p.m.
NATIONAL LEAGUE
MLB East Division
AMERICAN LEAGUE Pct GB
East Division Philadelphia 62 35 .639 —
. W L Pct GB Atlanta 53 42 558
Baltimore 58 38 .604 — New York 49 47 510 12%
New York 59 40 .596 Vs Washington 45 53 459 17%
Boston 53 42 558 4% Miami 34 63 .351 28
Tampa Bay 48 49 495 10% Central Division
Toronto 44 53 454 14% W L Pct GB
Central Division Milwaukee 55 42 .567 —
Pct GB St. Louis 50 46 .521 4%
Cleveland 59 37 .614 — Pittsburgh 49 48 .505 6
Minnesota 54 42 .563 5 Cincinnati 47 51 480 8%
Kansas City 52 45 536 7.5 Chicago 47 52 475 9
Detroit 48 50 .490 12 West Division
Chicago 27 71 .276 33 W L Pct GB
West Division Los Angeles 56 41 .577 —
Pct GB Arizona 50 48 510 6%
Seattle 52 46 .531 — SanDiego 50 50 .500 7.5
Houston 50 46 .521 1 San Francisco47 50 .485 9
Texas 46 50 .479 5 Colorado 34 63 .351 22
Los Angeles 41 55 .427 10 Thursday’s Games
Oakland 37 61 .378 15 No games scheduled

Thursday’s Games
No games scheduled
Friday’s Games
Detroit 5, Toronto 4
N.Y. Yankees 6, Tampa Bay 1

Friday’s Games
Arizona 5, Chicago Cubs 2
Washington 8, Cincinnati 5
Pittsburgh 8, Philadelphia 7
N.Y. Mets at Miami, late

Cleveland 7, San Diego 0

San Francisco at Colorado, late

Boston at L.A. Dodgers, late.

St. Louis at Atlanta, ppd.

Saturday’s Games

St. Louis (TBD) at Atlanta (TBD),
1:07 p.m., 1st game

N.Y. Mets (Severino 6-3) at Miami
(Mufioz 1-4), 4:10 p.m.

Philadelphia (Sanchez 7-4) at Pitts-
burgh (Ortiz 4-2), 6:40 p.m.

Cincinnati (Lodolo 8-3) at Washing-
ton (Gore 6-8), 6:45 p.m.

Milwaukee (Peralta 6-5) at Minne-
sota (Lépez 8-7), 7:10 p.m.

San Diego (Cease 8-8) at Cleve-
land (Williams 0-1), 7:10 p.m.

Arizona (Gallen 6-5) at Chicago
Cubs (Hendricks 2-7), 7:15 p.m.

Boston (Bello 10-5) at L.A. Dodg-
ers (Wrobleski 0-1), 7:15 p.m.

St. Louis (Gibson 7-3) at Atlanta
(Morton 5-5), 7:20 p.m., 2nd game

San Francisco (Webb 7-7) at Colo-
rado (Freeland 1-3), 8:10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Milwaukee at Minnesota, 1:05 p.m.

Cincinnati at Washington, 1:35 p.m.

Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, 1:35

p.m.
St. Louis at Atlanta, 1:35 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Miami, 1:40 p.m.
San Diego at Cleveland, 1:40 p.m.
Arizona at Chicago Cubs, 2:20
p.m.
San Francisco at Colorado, 3:10

p.m.
Boston at L.A. Dodgers, 7:10 p.m.

Midwest League

High-A Midwest League Glance
East Division

W L Pct GB

Dayton 13 8 .619 —
x-Lake County10 10 .500 2%
West Michigan 10 10 .500 2%
Lansing 10 11 .476 3
Fort Wayne 9 12 .429 4
Great Lakes 8 12 .400 4%

West Division

Pct. GB

x-Wisconsin 14 6 .700 —
Cedar Rapids 13 8 .619 1%
Peoria 12 9 571 2%
Beloit 10 11 476 4%
Quad Cites 9 12 .429 5%
SouthBend 6 15 .286 8%

x - First Half winner

Saturday, July 13
Lansing 2, Lake County 1
Peoria 2, Quad Cities 0
Dayton 7, South Bend 6
Great Lakes 7, Fort Wayne 4
Cedar Rapids 3, Beloit 2
West Michigan 0, Wisconsin 0,

susp. top of 2
Sunday, July 14

Lansing 6, Lake County 4
South Bend 7, Dayton 0
Fort Wayne 7, Great Lakes 4
Quad Cities 6, Peoria 1
Beloit 3, Cedar Rapids 2
Wisconsin 5, West Michigan 3, 1st
game
West Michigan at Wisconsin, can-
celed
Monday, July 15 —
Thursday, July 18
No games scheduled
Friday, July 19
Great Lakes 4, Lansing 2
West Michigan 3, Dayton 0
Suth Bend 8, Quad Cities 1
Lake County 3, Fort Wayne 2
Cedar Rapids 2, Wisconsin 1
Saturday, July 20
Dayton at West Michigan, 6:35
p.m.
Great Lakes at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Quad Cities at South Bend, 7:05

p.m.
Lake County at Fort Wayne, 7:05
p.m.
Wisconsin at Cedar Rapids, 7:35

p.m.
Beloit at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

Friday’s Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Selected
the contract of INF Brooks Baldwin
from Charlotte (IL). Recalled C Chuck-
ie Robinson and RHP Steven Wilson
from Charlotte. Placed RHP Michael
Soroka on the 15-day IL, retroactive to
July 16. Designated C Martin Maldo-
nado for assignment.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Reinstat-
ed 3B J.D. Davis from the 10-day IL.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Selected
the contract of INF Jacob Wilson from
Las Vegas (PCL). Sent SS Darell
Hernaiz and 3B Abraham Toro to Las
Vegas (PCL) on a rehab assignment.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Rein-
stated RHP Yimi Garcia from the
15-day IL. Optioned RHP Zach Pop to
Buffalo. Recalled RHP Erik Swanson
from Buffalo.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Reinstated
OF Ramon Laureano from the 10-day

IL.

NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF
FAME — Appointed Kim Ng to the
board of directors.

CHICAGO CUBS — Reinstated OF
Mike Tauchman from the 10-day IL.
Selected the contract of RHP Jesus
Tinoco from lowa (IL). Optioned OF

NASCAR drivers eager to test their skills on

THE WEEK IN REVIEW

WEeEkLY Dow JONES AND S&P 500

Dow Jones industrials 21082 742.76 243.60 -533.06 -377.49

Close: 40,287.53

- @ @ » 9

1-week change: 286.63 (0.7%) MON TUES WED THUR FRI
42,000
41,000
40,000
39,000
38,000
37,000 J F M A M J J
S&P 500 1587 3598 -78.93 -43.68 -39.59
Close:5,505.00 ®# #&@& » ®
1-week change: -110.35 (-2.0%) MON TUES WED THUR FRI
5,800
5,600
5,400
5,200
5,000
4,800 J F M A M J J
Stock MARKET INDEXES
52-Week Wk Wk YTD 12-mo
High Low Name Last Chg %Chg %Chg %Chg
41,376.00 32,327.20 Dow Jones Industrials ~ 40,287.53 +286.63 +72 +6.89 +14.36
16,717.04 13,471.47 Dow Jones Transportation 15,783.45 +260.59 +1.68 -73  -2.76)
964.42  765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 950.85 +5.27 +56 +7.85  +.23
18,798.92 14,638.37 NYSE Composite 18,406.04 -99.87 -54 +9.22 +13.00
18,671.07 12,543.86 Nasdaq Composite 17,726.94 67151 -3.65 +18.09 +26.32
5,669.67 4,103.78 S&P 500 5505.00 -110.35 -1.97 +15.41 +21.35
3,119.18 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 3,015.30 -5.41 -18 4840 +11.44
56,825.18 41,178.32 Wilshire 5000 55,135.88 -947.64 -1.69 +14.16 +20.19
2,278.13  1,633.67 Russell 2000 2,184.35 +36.08 +1.68 +7.76 +11.43
19,317.10 13,496.96 Lipper Growth Index 18,484.67 -656.21 -3.43 +13.99 +21.52

Stock EXCHANGE HIGHLIGHTS

NYSE GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

NYSE LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)

NYSE AcCTIVES ($1 OR MORE)

Name L

ast

Chg %Chg

Name

Last

Chg %Chg | Name

Vol (00)

Last Chg

Hawaiil
HippoHI
\VF Corp
OrionGpH! 1
PinstrHid

17.51
FourSeEd 14.00
19.31
B&N Ed rs 10.00
SmDglH n 28.85
16.38

MetroBkH 55.90
2.27
AshfrdH pfl 16.05

+7.08
+3.00
+3.55
+1.70
+4.62
+2.63
+1.78
+8.41

+.34
+2.36

1.36

+67.9
+27.3
+22.5
+20.5
+19.1
+19.1
+18.0
+17.7
+17.6
+17.2

NuScale wt 2.48
NuScale
Dominos 404.17
Schwab
PSQHIdg 3.25
VistraEn
Dillards
ELF Inc
Wolfspeed 20.97
KronosWw 11.12

11.30
62.08
76.47

394.72
177.52

217 -46.7
-4.04 -26.3
-87.31 -17.8
-13.30 -17.6
-68 -17.3
-14.86 -16.3
-73.86 -15.8
-33.38 -156.8
-3.80 -156.3
-1.96 -15.0

FordM
Palantir
BkofAm
EquitMid
Pfizer
AT&T Inc

Vale SA

3144114
2791880
2766629
2323570
1953000
1658743

13.98 -.05
28.58 +.51
42.90 +1.31
1242 -57
29.97 +1.05
19.12 +.31
TaiwSemi 1518417 165.77-21.58
BarrickGld 1344563 18.39 -.13

1332943 1093 -59

KindMorg 1257272 21.49 +1.30

NAsDAQ GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

NAsDAQ LOSERS ($2 oRr MORE)

NAsDAQ ACTIVES ($1 OR MORE)

Indy’s oval after 3 years on the road course

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

yard 400, for the 30th anniversary
ofINDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Austin
Cindric attended races at Indianapo-
lis Motor Speedway most of his life,
dreaming of the day he could compete
on the historic 2.5-mile oval.

On Sunday, he’ll finally get a
chance to join his racing heroes.

Yes, NASCAR and race officials
ended their three-year attempt to rev
up fans with a 200-mile road-course
event by returning to the track’s more
revered oval and original title, Brick-
yard 400, for the 30th anniversary of
Cup racing in Indy.

“I do love this racetrack and I’ve
watched way more laps on the oval
than I’ve driven,” said Cindric, the
son of Team Penske President Tim
Cindric. “You know, I haven’t expe-
rienced the Brickyard 400 myself, so
I’'m certainly excited to see what it’s
all like and at least drive the correct
direction around the track.”

It won’t be an entirely new experi-
ences for Cindric.

He did start two Xfinity races on
the oval before becoming a full-time
Cup driver in 2022. But even this
25-year-old rising star recognizes that
winning on the road course, as he
did in the 2021 Xfinity race in Indy,
wasn’t the same.

Cindric is hardly an anomaly. He
was one of 10 drivers turning their
first official Cup-level laps in Friday’s
lone practice session. Qualifying is
scheduled for Saturday afternoon with
the race set for Sunday.

Like many drivers, though, Cindric
and many other drivers thought the
change was long overdue.

“Even when I won here in 2020,
it was on the road course and to me,
I still kissed the same bricks, I still
climbed the same fence, I was still
inside Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way and I was a winner here,” Chase
Briscoe said. “But I mean, it certainly
means a little bit more, when it’s on
the oval. When you think about the
history of Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way, the history is on the oval. It’s not
on the road course.”

Series and track officials have spent
decades searching for ways to bring
back the large crowd that welcomed
the inaugural Brickyard race 1994 and
really started waning after the 2008
race was marred by tire wear.

They changed the dates, moving it
to September, even making it the final
race before the playoff before settling
on July. During the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020, they added an Indy-
Cars to the weekend schedule, creating
a rare double feature of America’s top
two racing series in one place and they
used the Xfinity race as a road-course
test run.One year later, all three series
were on the road course, and the com-
plaints never really dissipated. So the
decision-makers heeded the calls and
returned to the oval — minus the open-
wheel cars — to the delight of many.

“I don’t think anyone considered
the road course a crown jewel race, so
it kind of returns back to that status,”
said Brad Keselowski, whose 2018
race win makes him the most recent
Indy oval winner in the field. “I think
that’s huge for our sport and it means a
lot to me as a driver and I’'m assuming
it does for the other drivers as well.
So, a welcome return. For me, win-
ning this race and having your name

on that crown jewel list, it’s really spe-
cial.”

Whether racing on the oval helps
ticket sales remains unclear though the
brief practice session in these newer
Cup cars had some drivers, such as
Keselowski, contending they behaved
more like IndyCars on the track.

Clearly, that won’t be the only dif-
ference Sunday. Pit lane may be more
crowded, strategies will change and
even Michael McDowell acknowl-
edged he would have a significantly
better chance defending his 2023 race
win — on the road course.

Still, most believe changing cours-
es is the right call.

“I think it’s a great opportunity for
us to get back to that tradition,” Tyler
Reddick said after posting the fastest
lap in practice at 182.582 mph. “This
is a really tricky race and there was
an outcry for wanting to try some-
thing different. But I think it’s just the
nature of Indianapolis, it desires per-
fection. If you want to win the race,
you can’t have a mistake,”

Reddick sits third in the stand-
ings, 15 points behind Chase Elliott
with five races left before the playoffs
begin.

But to Cindric, who spent his child-
hood mingling with some of history’s
best racers and around one of the
world’s most famous tracks, nothing
compares to what he’ll experience for
the first time this weekend.

“My earliest memories of racing
are at this racetrack, watching cars go
around this track more so than any-
where else — on both sides of my
family,” he said. “So from that stand-
point, when I think of racing, this is
what I think of.

Williams is ready for
the spotlight as the
Bears open camp

By ANDREW SELIGMAN
AP Sports Writer

LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) — Caleb Williams is ready for
what comes next.

The No. 1 overall draft pick and 2022 Heisman Trophy
winner is embracing the spotlight in Chicago after playing
a starring role in Hollywood as the quarterback at USC. All
eyes will be on him when the Bears begin training camp
Saturday.

“I’ve kind of put myself in this position many times
before I became a Chicago Bear on the 25th of April,” Wil-
liams said Friday.

The Bears are banking on Williams to give them a big lift
and solidify a position that has historically been a sore spot
for the founding NFL franchise. But he’s also in a rather rare
situation for a No. 1 pick, joining a team that’s one of the
league’s shiny objects at the moment.

The Bears made several big moves to boost their offense
and have their sights set on making the playoffs, something
they’ve done just three times since the 2006 Super Bowl
season. They’re also trying to secure funding to build an
enclosed lakefront stadium, though they could turn their
attention back to a tract of land they own in suburban Arling-
ton Heights, Illinois, if a deal doesn’t go through. With all
those storylines, they’ll have HBO’s “Hard Knocks” cam-
eras following them during camp.

There’s quite a buzz for a team with a 10-24 record in
two seasons under general manager Ryan Poles and coach
Matt Eberflus. But after going 7-10 last season, the Bears
have their sights set higher.
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Let the Games Begin

Be sure and get your copy of
the Wells County 2024

4-H Scrapbook

Packed full of
4-H Memorieg!

Incerted in the
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Name Last Chg %Chg | Name Last Chg %Chg [ Name Vol (00) Last Chg
SrvRobotn 755 +5.26 +229.7 | Agenusrs 599 -9.61 -61.6 | Nvidias 13439743 117.93-11.31
Augmedix 226 +1.34 +146.5 | 4D Molec 14.40 -12.82 -47.1 | Tesla 5858439 239.20 -9.03
SiloPharm  2.46 +1.45 +143.6 | SonimTrs 3.47 -2.04 -37.0 | Intel 3402509 32.98 -1.51
Personalis  3.85 +2.19 +131.9 |Lexeon 1119 -6.41 -36.4 | MarathDig 3305042 24.73 +3.96
Stardust  15.90 +8.27 +108.4 |Alaunors 422 -2.28 -35.1 | SiloPharm 3022066 2.46 +1.45
Linkagen 5.22 +1.88 +56.1 | Chijetrs 351 -1.85 -34.5 | AMD 2795732 151.58-30.03
ChuysHldg 37.08 +13.02 +54.1 |InnovEyrs 552 -2.84 -34.0 | AppleIncs 2780112 224.31 -6.23
MDB Cpn 10.68 +3.56 +49.9 |MGOGIrs 346 -1.76 -33.7 | PlugPowr h2777882 252 -.56
NaaSTcrs 6.22 +2.01 +47.7 | Jiuzirs 218 -1.09 -33.3 | SoFiTech 2747431 7.47 +50
Regisrs  28.35 +7.74 +37.6 | Leslies 269 -1.25 -31.7 | LucidGrp 2673680 3.50 -.75
Stocks OF LocAL INTEREST
Wk Wk YTD Wk Wk YTD
Name Div Last Chg %Chg %Chg Name Div Last  Chg %Chg %Chg
AFLAC 200 9291 +27 +0.3 +126 |Intel 50 3298 -151 -44 -344
AT&TInc 111 19.12 +31 +1.6 +13.9 [IBM 6.64 183.25 +42 +0.2 +12.0
AMD 1.60 151.58 -30.03 -165 +2.8 |InvQQQ  1.16 475.24 -19.58 -4.0 +16.0
/Amazon ..183.13 -11.36 -5.8 +20.5 |Kroger 1.28 5451 +2.02 +38 +19.3
IAEP 3.52 93.14 +2.18 +2.4 +14.7 |LincNat 180 3191 -28 -09 +183
Apple Incs 1.00224.31 -6.23 -2.7 +16.5 | Lowes 46023852 +4.44 +19 +7.2
ApldMatl  1.60 210.26 -33.14 -13.6 +29.7 | LucidGrp 350 -75 -17.6 -16.9
IAptevo hrs 44 +13 +40.6 -94.5 | MarathDig . 2473 +3.96 +19.1 453
|Autonomix n 141 +79+1282 -72.2 | MaxeonS .22 -02 92 970
BP PLC 1.74 3538 +19 +05 -1 |McDnlds 6.68257.28 +3.38 +1.3 -13.2
BkofAm 96 4290 +1.31 +3.1 +27.4 |Microsoft  3.00 437.11 -16.44 -3.6 +16.2
BluWtrBio A7 +02 +11.1 141 [NLInds 32 603 -31 -49 +75
BrMySq 240 4264 +218 +54 -16.9 [NiSource 1.06 3049 +42 +1.4 +148
CampSp 148 4640 +93 +2.0 +7.3 |NorfkSo  5.40227.95 +6.60 +3.0 -3.6
Caterpillar  5.64 347.63 +12.04 +3.6 +17.6 | Nucor 21616250 +1.40 +09 -6.6
Chevron 652 159.15 +3.56 +2.3 +6.7 |Nvidias .. 117.93 -11.31 -8.8 +138.1
Cisco 1.60 4732 -06 -0.1 -6.3 |Palantr . 2858 +51 +1.8 +66.5
Citigroup 212 65.14 +62 +1.0 +26.6 |PepsiCo  542169.36 +298 +1.8 -3
CleanSp .. 1784 +1.99 +12.6 +61.7 | Pfizer 168 29.97 +1.05 +3.6 +4.1
CocaCola 1.94 6529 +1.59 +25 +10.8 | PlugPowrh 252 -56 -18.1 -44.1
DxSOXBrrs .. 2470 +5.56 +29.0 ... | PrUtPQ . 71.06 -9.58 -11.9 +40.2
DirSPBr 772 +47 +65 -33.2 | PShtQQQ 8.46 +.95 +126 -37.1
DxSOXBI . 47.00 -16.94 -26.5 +49.7 |SpdrDJIA  3.98402.95 +2.63 +0.7 +6.9
Disney 30 9574 -1.39 -14 +6.0 | S&PS00ETF 4.13548.99 -11.00 -2.0 +15.5
Eaton 2.92 311.89 -1859 -5.6 +29.5 | SrvRobotn 7.55 +5.26+229.7
EliLilly 5.20 857.47 -90.93 -9.6 +47.1 | SiloPharm 246 +1.45+143.6 +70.8
EquitMid 60 1242 -57 -44 +22.0 |SiriusXM M 341 -31 82 -378
ExxonMbl  3.80 116.07 +2.80 +2.5 +16.1 |60DegP h 27 +03 +102 -734
FardyFut rs 40 -02 -50 -42.1 |SoFiTech 747 +50 +7.2 -249
FordM 60 1398 -05 -0.4 +147 |SPDRFncl .46 4285 +47 +1.1 +14.0
FrankElec .90 10251 +3.65 +3.7 +6.1 |StlDynam 18412844 -78 -06 +88
FrptMcM 30 4590 -522 -102 +7.8 |Tesla ..23920 -903 -36 -37
FuelCell .. b2 -18 -25.6 -67.8 |VerizonCm 2.66 41.62 +19 +05 +10.4
GE Aero  1.12159.13 +12 +0.1 +56.3 [WalMarts .83 70.75 +1.51 +2.2 +34.6
GinkgoBi 28 -01 -28 -834 |WalgBoots 1.00 11.01 -49 -43 -57.8
HP Inc 1.02 3715 +42 +11 +235 |WsteMinc 3.00 222.80 +9.05 +4.2 +24.4
HomeDp  9.00363.36 +3.59 +1.0 +4.9 |WellsFargo 1.40 59.23 +2.69 +4.8 +20.3
iShR2K 1.77216.84 +3.70 +1.7 +8.0 ' Yoshitsu 60 +27 +84.0 -14.7
MoNEY RATES CURRENCIES
Last Pvs Day Last Pvs Day
Prime Rate 8.50 8.50 | |Australia 1.4961 1.4915
Discount Rate 6.00 6.00 | |Britain 1.2910 1.2948
Federal Funds Rate 5.33 533 | |Canada 13730 1.3710
Treasuries Euro 9192 9175
1-year 4.87 486 | |japan 157.51  157.29
gzz:: j?g j‘ﬁ Mexico 181082 18.0003
10-vear 224 420 :\:'Itie”nd d d .'88313 d ||I887:\||
30-year 445 442 otl}lllesl's s’?%w do?l)e(lFr)riﬁsf%ereiglﬂ cu'rrénct;/. oS
MuTuAL Funps
Total Assets Total Return/Rank Pct
Name Obj (SMins) NAV  4-wk 12-mo 5-year Load
American Funds AmrcnBalA m  MA 105,870 34.79 -0.1 +14.6/A +8.4/B 575
American Funds EuroPacGrA m FG 20,371 57.73 +0.9 +89/B +5.6/D 575
American Funds FdmtllnvsA m LB 72977 8123 -1.0 +22.7B +13.1/D 5.75
/American Funds GrfAmrcA m LG 142,074 7359 -0.4 +25.0/C +14.5/C 5.75
American Funds IncAmrcA m AL 74954 2470 +24 +10.7/E +7.2/D 5.75
American Funds InvCAmrcA m LB 88,394 57.52 +0.4 +24.4/A +141/B 5.75
/American Funds NwPrspctvA m WG 60,514 6247 -0.3 +156/C +11.9/B 575
American Funds WAMtinvsA m LB 84,522 6119 +0.6 +20.2/D +126/D 5.75
Davis NYVentureA m LB 4720 2823 +21 +216/C +11.3/[E 475
Fidelity 500ldxInsPrm LB 561,293 191.24 +0.4 +22.4/B +149/A NL
Fidelity Contrafund LG 131,428 1997 -15 +337/A +168B NL
Fidelity TtIMktldxInsPrm LB 94,938 151.28 +1.0 +21.1/C +141/C NL
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA m LG 2,442 20.82 -1.3 +29.5/A +18.8/A 5.75
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA m LG 4,471 156.24 -3.3 +28.4/B +17.5/A 575
George Putnam BalA m MA 1391 2541 +01 +17.2/A +9.6/A 575
INVESCO MnStrA m LB 9,234 5797 +0.4 +19.4/D +12.3D 5.50
PIMCO Inclnstl MU 91,915 1058 +09 +74/C +29B NL
Putnam DiversincA m NT 517 546 +1.2 +7.1/C +0.1/E 4.00
Putnam SustLeadersA m LG 5991 128.96 -1.4 +27.6/B +14.6/C 5.75
Putnam TEIncA m ML 529 789 +0.7 +54/B +1.3B 4.00
ISchwab SP5001dx LB 97,175 85.00 +1.1 +23.5 +14.9 NL
[Thornburg IntermMnA m Mi 252 1324 +04 +41/B +1.2/C 2.00
[Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA m GS 37 1186 +06 +3.2E -01/E 225
Vanguard 5001dxAdmrl LB 524,893 508.17 +0.4 +22.4/B +149/A NL
\Vanguard GrldxAdmrl LG 82,076 191.01 -1.2 +27.2/B +181/A NL
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl Ml 70,550 13.63 +0.5 +38/C +1.5/A NL
\Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl LB 73,677 17850 -0.7 +22.6/B +14.7/B NL
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 76,516 19.57 +0.8 +104/A +63B NL
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 93950 3811 +0.8 +11.5/A +7.1/B NL
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 98,178 2396 +0.9 +125B +7.9/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 87254 4290 +1.0 +135D +88/C NL
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 85,117 29.32 +1.0 +145D +9.6/B NL
\Vanguard TrgtRtr2050Fd TN 71,845 4914 +1.0 +15.1/C +9.9B NL
\Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl Cl 97876 957 +03 +3.14/D 0.0/C NL
\Vanguard TtInSldxAdmrl FB 74,634 3290 +1.4 +9.7/C +6.1/C NL
\Vanguard TtInSldxInv FB 197,190 19.67 +1.4 +9.7/C +6.1/C NL
Vanguard TtISMIdxAdmrl LB 382,221 131.88 +1.0 +21.1/C +141/C NL
\Vanguard WingtnAdmrl MA 99,478 77.15 +0.4 +142/A +88A NL

CA -Conservative Allocation, Cl -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government,
1B -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar.

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. If = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un =
Units. vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued. wt = Warrants.
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x = fund

paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.
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Parkview is one of the Top 100
Inspiring Workplaces.

By investing in the overall well-being of our co-workers and remaining
focused on the safety, quality and culture of our health system, we
have created an exceptional place to work. As the 18th most Inspiring
Workplace in North America, we are setting the standard of how an

employer should be. Right here at Parkview.
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Celebrate * Years with
15-50% Off Hundreds of Items!

Join us from July 25" - 27th
to celebrate 45 years as your #1 destination
for natural wellness. Save up to 50% on hundreds of
items, enter to win valuable prizes, and enjoy good food.

(

Welcomé Home

To Healthier Living

Nutrition & Wellness Center

760 N Main Street e Bluffton, IN ¢ PH (260)824-1600
www.aharvestofhealth.com

Hours: M-F: 9-5 / SAT: 9-1 “We love and appreciate all of you!”
~Jerry & Kathy Rauch

Thank you for making us your #1 destination for
natural wellness products & services!
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Dear Annie: As someone from the
millennial generation, I struggled a lot
with unemployment. In fact, sometimes
it seemed like my college degree kept
me from even the most basic job oppor-
tunities. So, I was really happy when
someone gave me a chance.

Data entry was not my dream job,
but it’s easy enough and it pays the bills.
I work in a large, open office space,
meaning that it’s a large room with
desks adjacent to each other. My com-
pany is made up of eight women, and at
first it seemed like a polite place. We all
greeted each other as we came in every
morning and said goodbye in the eve-
ning. As a person says bye at the end of
the day, others usually respond, but since
last week, everyone has been ignoring
my greetings and goodbyes.

At first, I thought it was because
we were busy. However, I realized this
is only toward me. While everyone is
excessively kind to one another, when I
say “Thank you,” no one responds and
nobody says thanks to me either.

At this point, I don’t know if it’s just
me being sensitive and taking tally of
people’s responses. I am shy and quiet,
but at least I always respond when
someone addresses me. Is it the culture
that has changed? I'm afraid that if |
get another job, the situation will be the
same or worse.

I have brought this up with manage-
ment, but the manager is buddies with
the other ladies, so she always goes to
question if I have proof of them being
rude. Should I stay and ignore the situ-
ation? Or should I move on? Thanks in
advance for your advice. — Awkward in
the Office

Dear Awkward: Ordinarily, I would
say it’s worth following up with HR, but
if the office politics are such that this
woman will take sides with others over
you, it might be a moot point. We spend
so much of our time at work, and if you
feel uncomfortable and like you’re walk-
ing on eggshells when you're there, it
might be time to look into other oppor-
tunities.

Feeling excluded by co-workers

You should
also look at how
you greet your co-
workers. One of
my favorite expres-
sions is, “One
smile will get you
two.”

Dear Annie: |
have a friend who
I love dearly, but
I take issue with
how they talk
when children
are around. Their
foul language just
shocks me. They
don’t care. Even
the grandparents swear.

Am I too much of a prude? I feel like
telling them they sound very uneducated
and it’s abusive to kids. Their kids are
cursing, too, their 7 and 10 year olds. I
just feel sad about this.

Am I wrong? — Very Loose Lips

Dear Loose Lips: This sounds like a
very uncomfortable situation. You and
your friends clearly have different opin-
ions on what is and isn’t acceptable, but
for the sake of the children, it’s worth
gently expressing your discomfort.

The next time this comes up, try say-
ing something to the parents like, “I
don’t mind how you talk when it’s just
us, but I do worry about the language
that’s used when we’re around the kids.
Could we ease up on the swearing when
they’re around?” Emphasizing your
concern for the kids here instead of criti-
cizing the parents will show your heart
is in the right place.

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more
information. Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Answer

By Dr. Billy F
Graham {

God.—GM.
Answer:

God doesn’t take

sin lightly

mandments. People today

There’s find it difficult to believe

BEETLE BAILEY
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LEAVE ME WOULD YOU GET UP T'M upP! I JUST ASKEP A
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PROMISES

OF THE MOON LANDING!

SOMEBODY SAID THE
MOON WAS MADE OUT
OF GREEN CHEESE

TODAY |5 THE 55T+ ANNIVERSARY

A

BUT WOULDN'T IT BE COOL

IF IT WAS MADE OUT OF
CHEESE AND COLD CUTS?
HOUSTON, WE HAVE

PEPPERONI! HA! HA!

..ONE GIANT SANDWICH
FOR MANKIND!

PEOPLE ACTUALLY SEEK
Mi¢ FASHION ADVICE!
TM AN INFLUENCER!
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By Bil Keane

Question: Why do
evangelists emphasize
God’s love, seldom speak-
ing of the sinful nature of
mankind? My grandfa-
ther was a circuit-riding
preacher. As a young boy
I can remember the fear
he put into the hearts
of those listening to his
sermons, but I can also
remember the altar being
filled at the end of the ser-

a tendency to focus
on the love of God to the
exclusion of the other side
of God’s nature, for God
hates sin. We are told in
the Scriptures that God
hates liars, proud and
haughty looks, and all
other manifestations of sin.
God has promised to judge
sin with the fierceness of
his wrath (see Proverbs
6:16-19).

that God hates anything,
much less sin.

The truth is, God has
not forgotten about sin,
though some may pretend
it doesn’t exist. The reason
God hates sin is that, when
left unforgiven, it sends
people out into a timeless
eternity in Hell. God isn’t
willing that any should
perish, but that all come
to a knowledge of Him.

7-20 N

©2024 Bi Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Mommy! Isn’t it about time
for the Tooth Fairy to give me

a cost-of-living raise?”
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WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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VEHICLES

Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,
INC. Huge Repo Sale July 25,
2024. Over 100 repossessed
units for sale. Money order or
cashier's check only. $500
cashier's check or money or-
der deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

Read & recycle

7/20

Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

FOR SALE
<« THIS oUT!

PLACE A THREE day garage
sale line classified ad in the
Bluffton News-Banner and re-
ceive a free garage sale Kkit.
Contact the office at 125 N.
Johnson St., 260-824-0224, or
www.news-banner.com  and
click on classifieds.

SERVICES

Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

SWITCH AND SAVE up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer
service. For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)

GOGO. LIVE AND age your
way. Get help with rides, gro-
ceries, meals and more. Mem-
berships start as low as $1 per
day. Available 24/7 nationwide.
BBB Rated A+ Business. Call
GoGo to get started. 1-833-
562-1140 (l)

DIRECTV- ALL YOUR enter-
tainment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-888-885-8931 (l)

NEVER PAY FOR Covered
Home Repairs Again! Complete
Care Home Warranty COVERS
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 FREE
Months! 1-855-408-3894 (1)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE
design consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier (1)

gPublic Sale
Calendar

JULY 20 - 9 a.m. Real Estate,
9:30 Personal Property -
Charles (Chuck) Bertsch
Estate, owner. 3898E 400N,
Bluffton. 1 1/2 story, 2-bedroom
home, 36x56 pole barn, 1 acre,
Lancaster Township. Hit & Miss
engines (Fairbanks Morse 5
hp, Fairbanks Morse 1% or
2 hp, more), oil well display,
25-30 long guns and pistols,
ammo, drill press, mill, snow-
blowers, trailer, M80 Military
hot water heater, chain saws,
welders, industrial 3 phase
motors, tandem bike, yard
tools, hand tools, Dixon ZTR
zero turn mower, garden trac-
tors, rear tine tiller, more. Miz
Lehman Realtors/Auctioneers,
Berne, www.mizlehman.com,
260-589-2903.

BIDDING ENDS JULY 21 -
(Online Only Auction) - Dave
and Brenda Double, seller.
40 Year collection of trains, 2
realistic model train railway lay-
outs, professionally milled lum-
ber, downsizing custom craft
store, shop tools, porcelain &
other dolls, antiques, furniture,
McCoy cookie jars, Hull pot-
tery, Sure-Trac utility trailer,
Commercial Cyclone Rake. Pat
Carter, sale manager, 260-273-
8294, Steffen Group, www.
steffengrp.com, 824-3006.
JULY 27- 10 a.m. - Elmer J.
Jr. & Delila Mae Graber, own-
ers. 8350S 850W, South Whit-
ley. Productive, tillable land,
home, outbuildings, Whitley
County. Offered in 4 Tracts,
38+A. Tract 1: 12.5tA farm-
land, soils: Pewamo, Blount
loam, Glynwood loam. Tract
2: 5.5tA, 7 bedroom home,
outbuildings. Tract 3: 2z*A,
40’x90’ pole building. Tract 4:
18+A farmland, soils: Pewamo,
Glynwood loam, Blount loam.
Purchase individually or com-
bination. Inspection: July 20,
10 a.m.-noon. Sale manager,
Ritter Cox, 260-609-3306,
Schrader Real Estate and Auc-
tion Company, Inc., 800-451-
2709, SchraderAuction.com.
JULY 28 - 4 p.m. - Online
Only - Multiple consignors,
owners. 1,000+ lots! 50+ fire-
arms, long guns & hand guns,
large selection of ammo, gun
safe, Honda generator, hand
tools, household items, lawn
& garden, 300 lots of collect-
able vintage dollhouses, mini
dollhouse furniture sets with
accessories and much more!
Preview July 25, 3-5 p.m., 812
Elm Street, Decatur. Pick up
July 29, 1-6 p.m., July 30, 9
a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.

AUGUST 8 - BIDDING OPEN
FROM 9 A.M. TO 6 P.M. -
Online only - The Estate
of Richard W. Stultz - 1420
Brookhaven, Bluffton, IN -
1,920 SF ftri-level home in the

desirable Old Creek Neighbor-
hood. Featuring 2 possible 3
bedrooms, an oversized 4-car
garage, and a large lot, this
property offers prime location
and offer “Renovation Opportu-
nities”. Explore the Possiblities
- Open Houses; July 30th from
5pm to 6pm and August 6th
from 5pm to 6pm. The Steffen
Group Inc., 824-3006, www.
steffengrp.com.

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING
AUGUST 11 - 6 p.m. & 6:30
p-m. EST - Jeanette Furhman
& Robert Furhman estate,
owner. 6 p.m.: Cape Cod style,
3 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath, 3,093
sf, full basement w/Hitzer
stove, Geothermal w/backup
LP furnace, Generac 11 kw
whole house generator, pole
barns, 2-car attached garage,
sitting on 10+/- wooded acres!
6:30: John Deere Gator, Gehl
Track loade, John Deere
mower, Chevy Silverado, 51k
miles, Massey Ferguson trac-
tor, 3 point attachments, tilt
bed trailer, outdoor items,
large selection of hand &
power tools, long & hand guns,
antiques, primitives, furniture,
household, more! Preview July
29, 5-7 p.m., 4182 W 900 N,
Decatur. Pick up Aug. 12, 2-6
p.m. Krueckeberg Auction &
Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
kjauction.com.

BIDDING ENDS AUGUST 18
AT 2:00 P.M. - Online only -
Various Consignors, Sellers
- 102 S. Jefferson St., Ossian,
IN. Huge 900+ Lot Auction.
Polaris 4 Wheeler; 2008 Lazer
EXmark Zero Turn Riding
Lawn Mower; Honda Motor-
cycle; Antiques; Vintage Toys;
Farm Toys; Fishing Equipment;
Musical Instruments; Very

Public Notices
STATE OF INDIANA )
)SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS CO)
IN THE WELLS CO COURT
CAUSE NO.
90C01-2407-MI-000016
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: )
Hannah Sexton )
Petitioner.
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Hannah Sexton, whose mailing
address is: 527 W Wiley Ave, and
if different, my residence address
is: in the Wells Co County, Indiana,
hereby gives notice that Hannah
Sexton has filed a petition in the
Court requesting that her name be
changed to Hannah L Humphrey.
Notice is further given that the
hearing will be held on said Peti-
tion on SEPTEMBER 17, 2024, at
10:30 A.M.
Hannah Sexton
Petitioner
07-03-2024
Kenton W. Kiracofe
Judicial Officer
nb 7/20, 7/27, 8/3
hspaxip

Early Wood Canoe; Early High
School Score Board, Complete
in Working Condition; Modern
Furniture; Collectables; House-
hold, Much Much More. Pre-
view: Aug. 13th 3-6 p.m. and
Aug., 15th from 3-6 p.m. The
Steffen Group Inc., 824-3006,
www.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING NOW OPEN &
STARTS CLOSING AUGUST
18 - 6 p.m. EST - Kathy Stark,
owner. Real estate 6 p.m.:
Four bedroom, 1 full bath w/
heated flooring, 2,328 sq.
feet, basement, screened in
back porch, 28'x30’ heated
detached garage, beautiful
36'x66’ bank barn, famous Min-
ion silo, all sitting on 2.41+/-
acres! Personal property 6:30:
Vintage outdoor Christmas
decorations, extension cords,
violin, saxophone, guitars,
music, books, power tools,
fishing tackle, household items,
dog pool, Kobalt air compres-
sor, table saw, sectional sofa/
bed/recliner, firetruck bed, din-
ing table & chairs, microwave,
Seven Dwarfs cement stat-
ues, Brother sewing machine,
& much more! Preview Aug.
5, 5-6 p.m., 9841 N 750 E,
Ossian, IN. Pick up Aug. 19,
2-6 p.m. Krueckeberg Auction
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
kjauction.com.

NOTICE

In accordance with Indiana
Code 5-15-6-3 requiring prior
notification to individuals when
records will be destroyed:

Notice to any individuals born
in the year 2002, who received
special education services in
Adams and/or Wells Counties.
Please contact Adams Wells Spe-
cial Services no later than August
9, 2024 if you wish to receive
copies of your special education
records. All records requested for
pick-up and not picked up and non-
requested records for persons born
in the year 2002 will be permanent-
ly destroyed after August 16, 2024.
If you wish to request records, you
must call (260)824-5880 to do so.
Records must be picked up by
the person who received services
unless otherwise legally desig-
nated.

nb 6/18 through 8/7
hspaxIp

SUDOKU ANSWER

0z/L oy Anaysa

Services

CONNECT TO THE best wire-
less home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G
and 4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and
data plans up to 300 GB. Call
855-430-1496 (I)

NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money
saving offer — zero down, zero
payments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is
valid for select models. Labor
not included. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (1)

WAIT UNTIL YOU taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed, de-
livered-to-the-door Omaha
Steaks! This package comes
with 8 FREE PureGround Filet
Mignon Burgers! Order The
Protein-Packed Assortment
Package! ONLY $129.99. Call
1-833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75432VDL or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/Grill-
Faves2546 (I)

July

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

INDOOR GOLF TEAM MEM-
BER

Earn $14 / hour, with full par-
ticipation in the tip pool and
enjoy discounted / free golf
and a flexible schedule!

Work Shifts consist of either
a 6 hour morning shift, span-
ning from 8:30a - 3:00p, or a
6 hour evening shift, span-
ning from 3:00p to 9:30p.
Work shifts are based on a
swing shift schedule so Team
Members will be scheduled
to work every other weekend.
Both morning and evening
shifts are available.

This is a seasonal role. The
season spans from Septem-
ber 1st - April 30th.

parandbelow.com
Click "Join Our Team" to fill
out an application.

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days
just $25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited
to “For Sale” and “Automotive”
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words $39
Add'l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!

Your“Guaranteed Sold”ad (up to
20 words) with a Photo: $44

/

e ' 2
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GOODS & SERVICES

DIRECTORY

(’I ‘I‘l/ c7(1' (’/1’

Jssociates

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
+ FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning
« Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

‘ :r offFice 260-824-1618 « Corner of Main & Market  Bluffton, IN

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In- e
Home Healthcare. MHHIII NAELA
As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A
Ossian, IN 46777

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN

ELDER LAW
« Medicaid Planning

« In-Home Healthcare
Planning

« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds
« Special Needs Trusts

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!
R Warren fl’ﬁaﬂnacy@

(260)375-2135 <<

Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
222 N. Wayne St., Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

TR
HIDEAWRY

@
I

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

2740E.200 N. + Bluffton, IN » 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

.Home Remodel and Repair

& "\Q Locally

4 = Owned

I‘/Repaur Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced

Concrete « Doors

Windows - Painting

Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

BEER==BOURBON

THURSDAY -

Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE
FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K1 for our Events.

128 S Jonnson ST. *824-0455

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican E
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

LANCASTER

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP
LANDSCAPING
STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL
SCHEDULE TODAY!

FREE ESTIMATES

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

- 1& 2 Bedrooms

= Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

« Private Entrances
« Water Included

260824.5280 -

For those 62 + or

TDD: 7-1-1 disabled, regardiess
of age.
=2é&

[

260-223-5884

A-1 U-Stor

Safe & Secure
Self Storage

—
= 824-1846
«Safety Lighting <Clean Units
24 Hr. Access
*Video Cameras
www.al-ustor.com ZE
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

Primary Contracting, LLC
Specializing in Building & Remodeling

OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

« Pole Barns
- Grarages
« Vinly Siding

« Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
» Storm Damage

X

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE
All makes & models « broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher o Sales: Carl Fisher

Seamless
sure'"O Gutters
5” & 6" Continuous Gutters
Leaf Protection Systems

gzlslilelglelaly]. € ‘ arl F Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates

6 elL|viziols L8 e 894396 260-888-5062

;9 slvlzlslili6 zle (a us at - www.seamlessgutter.net

dLlelz|8lols|v el

i olelzlelel,sls| || YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER vay Dmf.’

FlEj9|G|L|Lv|8 6|¢ Foraslittle as Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week! Call 824-0224
s[z[6]9lclz[L 8]¥ $ , __ 0r622-4108
aliiclelvlzlzlslo . you can keep your name in the public eye! Aug. deadline is
vIzlols 1 lale 216 PERISSUE Increaseyour business with regular advertising! Tues., July 23!
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CHURCH PAGE

This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible

by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

ACITYONA
HILL CHURCH
705 W.-900 N.,
Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,
Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.

10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)
4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10

a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM
LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service.
10:15 - Adult Bible Class,
Youth Bible Class & Sunday
School. 11:30 - Voice of
Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.
10 a.m. - Sunday School.
11 a.m. - Worship. 6 p.m. -
Service.

BLUFFTON
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.
blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 & 6:30 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

CHRISTIAN NEW LIGHT
1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship. 6 p.m. -

Praise & worship.

HIDAY

AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

824-0900 General Motors
824-1931 Chrysler

NATIONAL OIL
Delivery to Home
FARM « BUSINESS
824-2220

.% Thoma/Rich,
% Lemler

Funeral Home
T WELLS COUNTY'S

OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS

308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN
260-824-3850
www.thomarich.com

NAPA WELLS CO.
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY,

o NC
(NAPR)

Bluffton

643 N. Main St.
WlW. 260-824-4460

MIKEA
ANDERSON

CHEVROLET
=

FIND
604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN - 622-4115

POY POT

126 W. Townley
Bluffton « 824-3330

R Warren Tﬁaﬂnacy@

(260)375-2135 <<
1-800-895-7035
222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.
‘Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

Real Estate

127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN

824-1588

BOEHMER UNITED
METHODIST
3467 S 600 W,
Liberty Center
boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45
- Sunday School.

CALVARY
LUTHERAN, ELCA
1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.

10:30 - Worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.
10 a.m. - Bible Study.
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1
mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:15 - Worship. (Children’s

Church for ages 6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED
BRETHREN
8888S-1100W-90,
Warren
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. -

Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH
OF CHRIST
9 a.m. - Sunday school. 10
a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED
METHODIST
1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:40
a.m. - Sunday School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH
OF GOD
5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 a.m.

- Discipleship.

FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com
10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF OSSIAN
1001 Dehner Dr.

9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 a.m. - Worship. 6:30 -

Service.

FIRST CHURCH
OF CHRIST
909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL class-
es. 10:15 - Worship. 6 p.m.
- Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.
firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/youth
& Adult Sunday School.

10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
(EVANGELICAL)
123 S. Jefferson St., Ossian
www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Sunday school.
10 a.m. - Worship.

FIRST REFORMED
CHURCH OF BLUFFTON
301 W. Cherry St.

9:15 a.m. - Sunday School.

10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:45
- Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org
9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E.
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship.

GRACE BIBLE
6626 Village Way, Berne
gracebibleberne.com
9 a.m. - Sunday classes.
10 a.m. - Collective Wor-
ship.

NATIONAL OIL

Delivery to Home
FARM « BUSINESS
824-2220

A Joytul Noise....

BROKEN TO LIVE

Donald Trump dodged
death last Saturday.

But I still wonder if he
wants to live.

I don’t write that with
any partisan cyni-
cism or sentimental-
ity toward Trump or
his opponent. I also
don’t write it to pro-
mote any political or
patriotic priority.

I only wonder —
and hope — because
Trump has told
reporters that last
Saturday’s attempted
assassination changed him.

Perhaps, then, it broke
him too, like another
famous ruler who once
dodged death — not by an
assassin’s bullet, but by
stoning.

And because God broke
this man, he repented, and
because he repented, he
could truly live.

As he summarized in
Psalm 51: “Create in me
a clean heart, O God, and
renew a steadfast spirit
within me ...

“Restore to me the joy of
Your salvation, and uphold
me by Your generous Spir-
it,” King David also wrote
after the prophet Nathan
exposed his adultery with
Bathsheba. “Then I will
teach transgressors Your
ways, and sinners shall be
converted to You ...”

First, David gave God
the sacrifice of a broken and
contrite heart, and then he
gave Him a heart ready to
offer the “sacrifices of righ-
teousness.”

And as the Son of
David said centuries later,
“Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven. Blessed are
those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted. Blessed
are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth. Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.”

I don’t know if Jesus
intended His followers to
organize these blessings
into a sequence, with one
leading to the other, but at
least Jesus didn’t want the
poor in spirit and those who
mourn to seek Him simply
to dodge death.

He wants them to hunger
and thirst for the righteous-
ness that saturates the rest of
the Sermon on the Mount.

He wants them to live,
not just in some “Hallelu-
jah by and by,” but today
and everyday as they bring
about His kingdom come on
earth through love, holiness,
joy, praise, purity, power,
and hope.

He wants disciples

by Chet
Baumgartner

who “love much,” like the
woman in Luke 7, who
washed Jesus’ feet with
her tears, wiped them with
the hair of her head, kissed
them, and anointed His
head with oil.

“Therefore 1 say
to you, her sins,
which are many, are
forgiven, for she
loved much,” Jesus
said.

Jesus didn’t
imply that God only
saves those who
love Him enough.
Instead, He said,
the woman “loved much”
because of the blessing of
brokenness. She didn’t try
to deny her depravity or the
depths of God’s mercy.

Paul, too, didn’t try to
minimize or euphemize his
sin, and he didn’t minimize
or euphemize sin when he
called those in the Corin-
thian church to repent.

His words hurt, he
acknowledged, but he didn’t
hurt just to hurt.

If those people wanted to
live abundantly, Paul knew,
they needed to sacrifice the
pleasures of sin; they need-
ed to sacrifice their pride
and self-righteousness; they
needed to sacrifice their
worldly priorities; they
needed to sacrifice their
justifications, their vain
attempts to live their truths,
their lust to “be as gods.”

And still today, people
must sacrifice all this to live
abundantly. Yet when they
sacrifice all — when their
repentance inspires dili-
gence, indignation, rever-
ence, vehement desire, and
zeal, as Paul notes in 2 Cor-
inthians 7 — they’ll gain
infinitely more.

They’ll gain eternal life
— living, breathing present
power and joy and love that
redeems passions, priorities,
and pursuits.

“Yet indeed I also count
all things loss for the excel-
lence of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and count
them as rubbish, that I may
gain Christ, and be found
in Him, not having my own
righteousness, which is
from the law, but that which
is through faith in Christ,
the righteousness which
is from God by faith; that
I may know Him and the
power of His resurrection,”
Paul told the Philippians.

And because Paul knew
this power, he could assure
Timothy near the end of his
life that he didn’t just dodge
death.

He defied it.

He lived.

baumofchet@gmail.com

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 a.m.

- Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com
8am., 9:30& 11 am.-
Service at Main Campus.
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service,
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 10:30
- Sunday School.

LANCASTER CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m. -
Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER
BAPTIST
3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-
con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday
School. 9:55 - Fellowship.
10:15 - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER

COMMUNITY CHURCH

8:45 a.m. - Choir practice.
9 a.m. - Coffee, donuts,
conversation. 9:30 - Wor-
ship w/infant nursery &
children’s church. 10:45 -
Sunday School.

KINGDOM HALL OF
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
2803 N. Main St.
jw.org

10 a.m. - Worship.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.
lifecommunity.net

10:30 a.m. - Service (Chil-
dren’s programs available).

LIVING FAITH
MISSIONARY
17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 -
Sunday School.

LIVING WATER
UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton
8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9
a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL
HILL SEVENTH
DAY ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.
Saturday: 9:30 a.m. -
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH
OF CHRIST
455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org
9 a.m. - Adult Bible study
groups. 10:30 - Worship.
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:

* E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
* Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton

MARKLE
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St.,
Murray
murraymc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11
a.m. - Sunday School.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218
10 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian
newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School &
Adult Bible study. 10 a.m. -
Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1
9:30 - Sunday School.
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org
9:15 a.m. - Bible study.
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org
9 a.m. - Worship, Worship
child care nurse. 10 a.m.
- Fellowship. 10:15 - Adult
Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
parkccbluffton.org

10 a.m. - Connection. 11
a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 -
Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street
8:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH
COMMUNITY CHURCH
36 E. Walnut St.

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 a.m. -
Fellowship. 10:15 - Sunday

School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central
11 a.m. - Worship & the
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St.
Suite 108, 110
riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 10
a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1
sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School.
10:30 - Worship. Nursery &
Children’s classes available
during Sunday School &

Worship.

SOUTHERN WELLS
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. -
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass.
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or by
appointment - Confessions.
5 p.m. - Mass.

Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. -
Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur
stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 -
Sunday School.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY
WORSHIP CENTER
CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St.,
Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10-10:30 - Fellow-
ship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
205 S. Adams St.,
Monroe
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15
- Discipleship for adults &
children.

ST. MARK EV.
LUTHERAN
16933 Thiele Rd.
stmarkfw.org
8:45 a.m. - Sunday
School. 10 a.m. - Worship.

ST. MARK’S
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St.,
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 -
Children’s Sunday School.

THE CHURCH
AT MCNATT
9221 W 800 S-90,
Montpelier
8:30 a.m. - Coffee fellow-
ship. 9:15 - Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.
6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St.,
Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com
9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups.
10:30 - Worship.

TURNPOINTE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 10
a.m. - Adult & Children’s
Worship.

UNIONDALE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5867 N. Main St.

9 a.m. - Worship.

UNIONTOWN
CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian

9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE
COMMUNITY
CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.
9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10
a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE UNITED
BRETHREN IN CHRIST
3092 W. Broadway
9 a.m. - Sunday School.
10 a.m. - Worship.
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M“ MEMORIAL CHAPEL |l
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"f‘h—j“ A Tradition
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish

Owner Owner

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton * 824-3852

of Caring

Les Genbern

Tnsarance
AUTO « HOME - LIFE « BUSINESS
Perry Gerber
1120 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1237

E.. 824-4956
Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
“For The Times You Don’t

Want to Leave Home.”

Family Ford
of Bluffton
More Than
A Customer...

You're Family
Bluffton
Dental

m Clinic

1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
(260) 824-5940
Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
decaturdentalin.com

TDHI AND

N NG i ss wiS
EQUIPMENT

+ BLUFFTON
+ LAFAYETTE
+ FLORA

+ LOGANSPORT
+ FRANKFORT
+ SWAYZEE

+ HUNTINGTON
» WABASH

AdamsWells

INTERNET TELECOM TV

260-565-3131
A Division of Craiguville

Telephone Company, Inc.

Thoma/Rich,
Lemler
Funeral Home

WELLS COUNTY'’S
OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

260-824-3850
www.thomarich.com




