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IDOH tackles Health First, 
Wells health ‘scorecard’

By HOLLY GASKILL
Having now joined 

Health First Indiana, Wells 
County has numerous deci-
sions to make in the coming 
months — including which 
health-related causes are 
considered priorities, how 
to address them, and which 
local groups to partner with 
to do so.

On Thursday, the coun-
ty hosted representatives 
from the Indiana Depart-
ment of Health, including 
state Health Commissioner 
Dr. Lindsay Weaver, for 
an informational session 
for Wells County Health 
Department employees, 
members of the local health 
board, elected officials 
and community members. 
Weaver said the stop was 
No. 72 on their tour through 
Indiana.

 By voting to join HFI 
earlier this year, the local 
health department will 
increase its legacy fund-
ing from the state from 
$51,777.15 to $549,510 in 

2025. These funds are pre-
scribed to tackle Indiana 
health concerns, identified 
as key performance indica-
tors. KPIs include chronic 
disease prevention, immuni-
zations, fatality review and 
infant mortality.

Pam Pontones, deputy 
health commissioner, stated 
Thursday that the IDOH 

recommends that a portion 
of these funds be priori-
tized for community part-
nerships. Rather than create 
programs from the ground 
up, local health depart-
ments can identify existing 
organizations and programs 
and grant funds toward 
new equipment, events and 

Representatives from the Indiana Department of Health dis-
cussed state health concerns and the Health First Indiana 
funding program at the Carnegie Annex on Thursday morning. 
Pictured is Indiana Health Commissioner Dr. Lindsay Weaver, 
left, Deputy Health Commissioner Pam Pontones, middle, and 
Deputy Director of Legislative and External Affairs Jake Torrie. 
(Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Pictured are this year’s 4-H Parade Marshals Darlene Fiedler, Cindy Meyer, Rhonda Flesch and 
Helen Witte. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

By HOLLY GASKILL
For decades, four women from Jefferson 

Township have served kids and customers 
meals during the all-day auction blitz of the 
Wells County 4-H Fair. 

In recognition of their service, Darlene 
Fiedler, Rhonda Flesch, Cindy Meyer and 
Helen Witte will jointly serve as this year’s 
4-H Parade Grand Marshals.

Each of the women got involved in the 
hospitality committee at different points. 
Witte has helped since the meal was first 
offered in 1985 by Jefferson Township’s 
4-H club leaders. Each of the other women 
stepped in as a predecessor needed to step 
down. Their children were all in 4-H, so 
it felt like “the right thing to do,” Flesch 
said.

Besides Witte, Meyer holds the longest 

involvement, roughly 30 years on the com-
mittee. Fiedler and Meyer, who are sisters, 
estimate they have each been involved for 
over 20 years. 

While it’s no small task to serve nearly 
200 people in the oftentimes sweltering 
summer heat, the four women say they’ve 
got the whole process down to a sci-
ence. They go to the grocery store the day 
before the auction, and the rest is all down 
to rhythm and a few kids wrangled to help 
along the way. 

And, of course, Witte has the dessert han-
dled. She normally makes eight to 10 of her 
famous pies, and says she plans to incorpo-
rate some brownies into the mix this year.

“We pretty much know what the drill 
is,” Flesch said. “As you walk in, it’s like, 

No movement from APC on 
Meyer Renovation proposal

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Meyer Renovation’s proposed develop-

ment of a 7,890 sq. ft. building and park-
ing lot at 1035N S.R. 1 in Ossian has been 
continued until the Wells County Area Plan 
Commission’s Aug. 1 meeting.

Before the APC’s Thursday meeting, 
Executive Director Mike Lautzenheiser 
stated that during a previous plat committee 
meeting, five items surrounding the devel-
opment needed to be addressed in a devel-
opment plan. These items were: a two-stage 
ditch for stormwater detention, downward-
facing exterior lighting, fencing, an applica-
tion for an Indiana design release form, and 
a health department permit for a temporary 
septic holding tank. 

While plans to address each issue were 
included in the development plan, includ-
ing a contracted developer for the ditch, the 
APC expressed concerns about other parts 
of the project, along with its speed. Mike 
Fancher, who lives across the street from 
the property, stated that the lighting problem 
has not been fixed and lights still shine into 
his home. He also claimed that someone 

currently is using the property, despite the 
building being unpermitted 

In response, APC member Jarrod Hahn 
called the lack of action on the light-
ing concerns “troubling.” APC members 
John Schuhmacher and Hahn said they’ve 
received texts and calls about the lights 
being an issue since the previous meet-
ing. Both Meyer and Derek Simon of MLS 
Engineering stated that the lights would be 
shut off promptly. 

Meyer stated that he’s working to get the 
design release permit and has applied for a 
variance. However, APC member Melissa 
Woodworth cautioned the business.

“Just because there may not be a local 
agency that enforces living or working out 
of an unpermitted structure doesn’t mean 
there’s not someone at the state level,” 
Woodworth said.

Additionally, the APC had questions 
regarding the proposed fencing surround-
ing the project. Jason Meyer, represent-
ing Meyer Renovation, stated that both a 
physical fence and a nature-based barrier 

Decades of service honored: 
4-H Grand Marshals named

By SYDNEY KENT 
Police are searching for a homeless man 

who they say repeatedly failed to register as 
a sex offender in Bluffton.

Christopher Mark Ballard, 41, is wanted 
for failure to register as a sex offender, a 
Level 6 felony. According to a Facebook 
post from the Wells County Sheriff’s Office, 
anyone who sees Ballard should call the 
local authorities and not approach him. 

Ballard first interacted with local police 
on June 21 after multiple callers reported a 
homeless man in the area. Ballard advised 
that he had moved to Bluffton with his girl-
friend hoping to find employment. 

According to a police report from the 

WCSD, Ballard is a 
sex offender out of 
Michigan for sexu-
ally abusive material 
of children and crimi-
nal sexual conduct. 
He was convicted in 
2009. 

As a registered 
sex offender, Ballard 
is required to report 
to the local Sheriff’s 
office within 72 hours 
of arrival in the county. 
He is also required to carry a form of iden-

Christopher 
Mark Ballard

Police look for man who failed 
to register as a sex offender

Vehicle pulled from 
Bluffton pond after crash

By HOLLY GASKILL
The Department of Natural Resourc-

es retrieved a vehicle from a personal 

pond on County Road 450 East in Bluff-
ton late Thursday night after its driver 
reportedly experienced a medical emer-

gency. 
The driver and the 

two children in the 
vehicle were OK at the 
scene. 

At approximately 
8:30 p.m., police were 
dispatched to 1210N 
450E on the report of 
a vehicle wrecked in a 
pond behind a residence. 
A deputy on scene told 
The News-Banner that 
the driver was believed 
to have experienced 
a medical emergency 
around the railroad track 
down the road. 

Freeman’s Towing pulls the vehicle, which was completely submerged, from the pond on C.R. 
450E in Bluffton. At left, an officer from the Department of Natural Resources was called to dive 
into the pond and attach it to the tow truck. More Photos on Page 3. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)(Continued on Page 3)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2) (Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)



expansion.
The Wel ls  County 

Health Department has not 
approved a budget proposal 
for HFI but has extensively 
discussed these community 
partnerships and a grant 
application process. Lead-
ership from Family Cen-
tered Services, the Council 
on Aging and the Bluffton 
Parks Department were 
present on Thursday.

Public Health Nurse 
Lynn Blevins previously 
indicated that Wells County 
anticipates distributing over 
$250,000 in grants through 
HFI funding.

Health Scorecard
The IDOH group heavily 

discussed Indiana’s health 
data Thursday, which is 
conglomerated online with 
county “scorecards.” Weav-
er stated that while this data 
is becoming more precise, 
there is still more to learn. 
“The more information that 
you gather, the path (toward 
health solutions) becomes 
clearer,” she stated.

According to HFI data, 
Wells County ranked poor-
est in suicide rates, 78th in 
the state, opioid overdoses, 
47th, and rates of mothers 
smoking during pregnancy, 
47th. Wells County ranked 
best in its infant mortality 
rate, third in the state.

However, Weaver noted 
that it’s easy for smaller 
counties to rise and fall 
quickly in yearly data and 
that the state hopes to iden-
tify year-to-year trends. She 
also stressed that overall, 
Indiana falls among some of 
the least healthy states in the 
U.S. 

Wells County also ranked 
39th in adult obesity with 
46.3% of the adult popu-
lation considered obese, 
36th in smoking rates with 
21% of the adult population 
smoking cigarettes, 24th 
in vaccinations of children 
younger than three years 
old with 68.7%, and 23rd 
in years of life lost due to 
injury. Overall, Wells ranked 
27th in life expectancy at 
76.5 years.

Local Concerns
In a grant application 

approved by the Board of 

Health in June, the Wells 
County Health Department 
denoted its prioritized 
KPIs as tobacco preven-
tion and cessation, student 
health, fatality review 
and prevention programs, 
maternal and child health, 
access and linkage, chron-
ic disease prevention and 
reduction, and trauma and 
injury prevention and edu-
cation. 

On Thursday, Northeast 
Indiana Director Sheila Paul 
encouraged focusing in on 
key areas of need. Weaver 
added, “You don’t have to 
boil the ocean. I would just 
start slow — what are the 
top three things we really 
want to work on? And do 
that, and do that well.”

Blevins reiterated con-
cerns particularly about 
infant mortalities and mater-
nal health in light of the 
recent closure of Bluffton 
Regional Medical Center 
and Meridian Health’s labor 
and delivery unit and OB-
GYN services. 

While local HFI funds 
will not re-open these units, 
Blevins said the depart-
ment has discussed expand-
ing to offer STD and preg-
nancy testing. Additionally, 
Blevins said it was in the 
works to host a “commu-
nity baby shower” with 
free resources available to 
expectant mothers.

County Council mem-
ber Brandon Harnish also 
emphasized concerns about 
addressing obesity rates. 
Weaver advised that coun-
ties have taken different 
approaches, but the issue 
often originates with a lack 
of education about nutrition 
and cooking, as well as the 
inaccessibility of healthy 
food and fresh produce. 

To target these areas, 
Weaver said Allen County 
worked with Fort Wayne 
Community Schools for a 
nutrition education program 
for seventh grade students. 
“I think some of us forget 
— we don’t take home eco-
nomic classes anymore … 
that is a missing component 
in our education,” Weaver 
advised. However, she also 
noted the schools had initi-
ated and asked for that part-

nership.
In Vermillion County, 

ranked the worst in adult 
obesity at 51%, Weaver said 
the local sheriff suggested 
obesity was a local issue 
because people were only 
able to buy food from the 
gas station or convenience 
stores. Their health depart-
ment initiated farmers mar-
kets in their area to make 
healthier foods more acces-
sible.

Progress & the Future
Approved by the Indiana 

state legislature in 2023, 
Health First Indiana pumps 
$75 million statewide 
into health departments in 
hopes of helping Hoosiers 
get healthier. But being in 
its infancy, it’s difficult to 
determine the HFI’s efficacy 
or longevity.

Blevins asked if Weaver 
is at all concerned about 
HFI’s future with a new 
governor in 2025. Weaver 
did not address the guberna-
torial change but focused on 
the value she believes HFI 
has brought.

“I will say that we have 
100% seen a difference 
this money has made in 
Indiana,” Weaver respond-
ed. “And we had a lot of 
people who were hesitant 
about it, even state legis-
lators who voted no, that 
have come to these meet-
ings or started working 
with their community … 
have seen where differ-
ences have been made 
already. It’s only been 
going on for six months, 
right? That funding just 
went out the door in Janu-
ary. But yet, strides have 
been made. Lives have 
been saved. People have 
kind of improved opportu-
nities and access. The leg-
islators had a lot of input 
and made changes to the 
accounting legislation, and 
I truly believe where we 
landed is a model for how 
(the) funding of legislation 
should be done in this state 
because of that flexibility 
that allows you guys, who 
know what Wells County 
better than anything else, 
to use it (funding) the way 
it needs to be done.”

Wells County was one 

of six counties that chose 
against joining HFI in its 
flagship year, with the coun-
ty commissioners citing con-
cerns about the untested new 
program and the instability 
of the local health depart-
ment itself. 

“There was a time, 10 
months ago, there was one 
full-time employee — and 
that was me,” Blevins said 
Thursday. “It was scary. I’m 
glad it didn’t hit the fan, but 
we’re in a great spot now … 
We didn’t take Health First 
funding last year, which  — 
thank you — it would’ve 
been not nice, over (what we 
could do.) It was hard to turn 
that money away, but with 
that, comes a lot of respon-
sibility.”

Commissioner Blake Ger-
ber added, “We were in a 
bad spot,” and expressed his 
hopes the funding will allow 
the county to serve the com-
munity. “Maybe we won’t 
see the benefits right now, but 
we can measure the success 
over the next few years.” 

holly@news-banner.com
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IDOH tackles Health First Weather
Friday, July 12, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:27 p.m. Thursday)
High: 85; Low: 61; Precipitation: 0.14 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.52  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: A chance of showers, with thunderstorms also 

possible after 11 a.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 83. 
East wind around 5 mph becoming south in the afternoon. 
Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Tonight: A chance of thunderstorms, mainly before 
7 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 66. Calm wind. 
Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 86. Calm wind 
becoming west around 5 mph in the afternoon. 

Saturday Night: A 20% chance of showers after 2 a.m. 
Mostly clear, with a low around 69. Calm wind becoming 
southwest around 5 mph. 

Sunday: A 30% chance of showers and thunderstorms, 
mainly after 8 a.m. Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 
90.

Sunday Night: A chance of thunderstorms before 8 p.m., 
then a slight chance of showers and thunderstorms after 2 
a.m. Mostly clear, with a low around 73. Chance of precipi-
tation is 30%.

Monday: A slight chance of showers and thunderstorms 
before 8 a.m., then a slight chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 
90. Chance of precipitation is 20%.

15th Annual 4-H 5k Run/Walk,
Fast & Furriest 1 Mile Dog Run/Walk

Where: Wells County 4-H Fairgrounds located on the south side of Bluffton, IN 
off of State Road 1.
When: Saturday, July 13, 2024 5K Run/Walk Starts at 7:30 AM
Entry Fee:   Dog & Owner-  $30 Race Day
  Individual-  $25 Race Day

  Family Special-  $60 Race Day
(4 entries. in same envelope, separate forms, same immediate family) Please don’t abuse
Make Checks Payable to: Wells County 4-H Foundation (Shirts will be available to 

race-day registrants as supplies last)
Registration: Race Day registration will begin at 6:45 AM

Events-----5K (3.1 Miles)-----Age Groups
Boys 14 & Under • Boys 15-18 • Men 19-29 • Men 30-39 • Men 40-49 • Men 50 & Over

Girls 14 & Under • Girls 15-18 • Women 19-29 • Women 30-39 • Women 40-49 • Women 50 & Over 
Dog Awards- Fastest, Furriest and Cutest Duo

Awards will be present to the 1st Male and Female Overall Winners.
Award will also be given to the 1st, 2nd, & 3rd places in each age group.
Drinks will be available for participants on the course and after the race.
Information Email: monica.edgeman@gmail.com or vanderkolkmj@gmail.com

15th Annual 4-H 5k Run/Walk, 
Fast & Furriest 1 Mile Dog Run/Walk
Name:___________________

Address:___________________
City:________ State:___ Zip:_____

Email _______________
Birthday:___/___ / ___   Male or Female

Shirt Size: YM YL S M L XL XXL
Dog Breed:___________________

Signature: ___________________   Date: ______________
Parent Signature: ______________ (Signature of parent or 
Guardian REQUIRED if Participant is 17 or under 18 years of age.)

Release Form for 4-H 5K Fun Run/Walk
In signing this entry, attest and verify that I have full knowledge 
of the risks involved in participation of this event and that I am 

physically fit and sufficiently trained to participate in this event. I 
understand that my signature signifies that in acceptance of my 

entry, I for myself, my executor, administrators, and assignees do 
herby release and discharge the Wells Country 4-H Foundation, all 
sponsors, their representatives, and successors, from all claims or 
liabilities of any kind arising of my participation in running/walking 

the event. I grand my permission to all of the foregoing to any 
photographs, motion pictures, recordings, or any other records or 
this event for legitimate purpose. I understand that bikes, skates, 

scooters or dogs are not allowed.

July 1
3 July 13

Full Schedule: www.extension.purdue.edu/wells

Let the Games Begin!

WELLS
COUNTY
4-H FAIR

JULY 13–19

The Wells County 4-H Parade Committee invites you 
and your organization to participate in the 2024 4-H 
Parade on Saturday, July 13.

Parade line up will begin at 9:30 AM at the Bluffton 
Regional south parking lot and northeast parking lot.

At 10:00 AM the parade leaves the downtown area and 
at 10:30 AM the parade arrives at the 4-H Park. Parade 
participants are encouraged NOT to throw items from the 
parade units due to danger from moving vehicles.

___ 4-H Float ONLY
___ 4-H Attendance Entry ONLY
___ 4-H Float AND Attendance Entry 
___ Marching Band (Band/Baton)
___ Other (please specify)

___ Car
___ Emergency/ Fire Unit 
___ Industrial Unit(s)
___ Type and number of entries:
        ____   ___________________

NAME OF GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, BUSINESS:______________________________________________
NAME OF PERSON IN CHARGE:________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________________
PHONE # OF PERSON IN CHARGE:_____________________________________________________
E-MAIL: _________________________________________________  CITY:______________________
COMMENTS/SPECIAL NEEDS:_________________________________________________________

4-H PARADE ENTRY FORM
Check entry: Due ASAP

Attach narrative description. Return to Wells County Extension Offi ce,
1240 4-H Park, Bluffton, IN 46714 • ASAP

Forms not accepted unless accompanied by a printed or typed description narrative.

Full Schedule: www.extension.purdue.edu/wells

Parade - July 13 • 10am

WELLS
COUNTY
4-H FAIR

JULY 13–18
Look for 4-H Schedule in the Blu� ton News-Banner. 

Line up at 9:30 am at Blu� ton Regional South Parking Lot.

Keystones Youth Rock Band
Sunday, July 14
Starting at 5pm

Hubie Ashcraft
Tuesday, July 16
Starting at 7pm

Trevor Hunt
Wednesday, July 17

Starting at 7pm

Music:

Truck Pull 
Come Join the Fun!

Friday, July 19 at 7pm

5K Run/Walk 
“Let the Games Begin”

Saturday, July 13 at 7:30am

‘Where are we? Oh, we’re 
on this (part).’ And then you 
get to work.”

Their children have all 
aged out of 4-H by now, but 
they don’t anticipate leaving 
the hospitality committee 
any time soon.

“We’ll keep doing it 
until they kick us out, prob-
ably,” Fiedler joked. Flesch 
laughed, “Til we burn the 
bacon.” 

“The big joke is, every 
year, we’re like, ‘So, do you 
think we’re supposed to do 
this again?’ Because no one 
ever officially asks us to 

do it — it’s just kind of an 
assumption that we’re going 
to be back every year and do 
it,” Meyer chuckled.

But on a sentimental 
note, they’ve each loved 
being part of the 4-H com-
munity. 

“It’s the people — it’s 
always the people,” Flesch 
said. “The people that you 
meet and that you spend 
the week with … It builds 
families. You see families 
working together. You know, 
nobody really wants to clean 
the pig pen, but they all do 
it together. And it is good 
to see families really doing 

things as families.” 
The 4-H parade begins at 

a new time this year — leav-
ing at 10 a.m. from Bluffton 
Regional Medical Center. 
Parade awards will follow at 
10:30 a.m. at the fairgrounds 
stage area. 

After their excursion for 
the parade, Meyer and Flesch 
will be back announcing the 
dairy feeder show, and soon 
enough, the women will be 
headed to the store to cook 
up Thursday’s meal. The pre-
mier auction begins at 2 p.m. 
Thursday; the livestock auc-
tion follows at 3:30 p.m.

holly@news-banner.com
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4-H Grand Marshals 

Meyer Renovation
are possible, but Hahn urged caution with 
the fencing. Hahn stated that Ossian’s desire 
to build a sewer line near that area could 
force the city to remove the fence temporar-
ily to complete construction. Lautzenheiser 
advised that the current easement is a blan-
ket easement until the line is installed.

“It doesn’t make a whole lot of sense to 
put up a fence next week if it’s going to get 
torn out a month later,” Hahn said.

“It seems like every time something gets 
asked or suggested to be done on this project 
it just doesn’t happen,” APC Member Geoff 
Lance said. “So far, I can’t think of any one 
thing that’s been said that would happen 
(that) has happened, aside from starting the 
development process. I think the purpose of 
going this route and approving the rezone 
was so that the development process could 
force fixes to some of these issues.”

The APC decided to continue the matter 
but laid out four “good faith” fixes that Meyer 

should act upon. Namely, the problematic 
lighting to be turned off, a meeting between 
the contractor and Ossian about the fencing 
and construction timeline, construction of 
a two-stage ditch for stormwater detention 
to begin and the state design release to be 
approved before the August meeting.

Also during the meeting, Lautzenheiser 
reported that the Wells County Vision 2035 
project will mainly look toward other com-
munities and search for ideas that the county 
can implement to improve. Information 
about basic community meetings will come 
out after the third steering committee meet-
ing, according to Lautzenheiser.

Lautzenheiser also stated that Isch Exca-
vating ordered all the necessary materials to 
start construction on the Vera Cruz kayak 
launch point. The Interurban trail is also 
halfway completed, according to Latuzen-
heiser, with paving scheduled to begin in a 
couple of days, weather permitting.

jonathan@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Police searching for man
tification at all times and 
to register with the WCSD 
every seven days as a home-
less person.

During the interaction in 
June, Ballard did not pos-
sess an ID. He also told 
police that he and his girl-
friend slept on blankets 

along the river. 
Ballard was charged 

with failure to possess ID 
as a sex offender, a Class 
A misdemeanor, and sex 
offender registration viola-
tion, a Level 6 Felony. His 
bond was set at $6,500. Bal-
lard posted bail several days 
later on June 27.

An additional police 
report dated July 2 stated 
that it was apparent that Bal-
lard is still homeless and 
staying within the commu-
nity and has not registered. 
An additional Level 6 felo-
ny charge for failing to reg-
ister is pending.

sydney@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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Wells County 4-H Fair schedule
The Wells County 4-H program has 

announced their 2024 fair schedule, Sat-
urday, July 13 through Thursday, July 18 
at the fairgrounds, 1240 4-H Park Rd. in 
Bluffton. The fair is open to the public 
and free. 

Saturday, July 13
7:30 a.m.  4-H 5K run, stage area
8:30 a.m.  Awards for the 4-H 5K run, 

stage area
10 a.m.  4-H parade begins
Noon  Expo Hall opens
Noon  TRSS Drum Corp, Midway
Noon-8 p.m.  Craft bazaar, Quonset 

Hut
2:30 p.m.  Goat Olympics, Livestock 

Arena
3 p.m.  Fashion Review, Community 

Center Building
1 p.m.  Horse and Pony Versatility, 

Grandstand 
4:30-6:30 p.m.  Back Porch Beef 

BBQ, food pavilion
5 p.m.  Presentation of 4-H 10-year 

and Caley Memorial Awards, stage area
6-8 p.m.  Log Cabin open
8 p.m.  4-H Spirit Night, Grandstand

Sunday, July 14
7-11 a.m.  Pancake and sausage break-

fast, food pavilion
9 a.m.  Alpaca and Llama Show, Live-

stock Arena
9 a.m.  Horse and Pony Show Western 

Performance, Grandstand
10 a.m.  Praise in the Park
Noon-8 p.m.  Mini golf and corn hole 

toss
Noon-8 p.m.  Craft Bazaar, Quonset 

Hut
1 p.m.  Mini 4-H Rabbit, Rabbit and 

Poultry Barn
1 p.m.  Horse and Pony Western, Eng-

lish Show, Grandstand
2 p.m. 4-H Rabbit Ambassador Show-

manship Contest, Rabbit and Poultry 
Barn

2-8 p.m.  Log Cabin open
3-5 p.m. Pioneer Crafters and Dulci-

mer Music, Log Cabin
4 p.m. Sheep Show, Livestock Arena
5-7 p.m. The Keystones, stage area
6 p.m. Mini 4-H Horse and Pony 

Show, Grandstand
6:30 p.m. Dairy Cattle Show, Live-

stock Arena
Monday, July 15
7-11 a.m. Biscuits and gravy breakfast, 

food pavilion
9 a.m. Swine Show, Livestock Arena
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Mini golf and cornhole 

toss
2 p.m. Photo session for 4-H champi-

ons, Community Center Expo Hall stage
4-8 p.m. Log Cabin opens
4-5 p.m. Wells County Public Library 

storytime, playground near Log Cabin
4:30-7:30 p.m. Chick-fil-A sandwich-

es, food pavilion

5-8 p.m. Craft Show, Quonset Hut
5 p.m. Dairy goat show, Livestock 

Arena
6:30 p.m. Raptors and Eagles, Log 

Cabin
7:30 p.m. Miss Wells County Teen and 

Queen pageant, Stage Area
Tuesday, July 16

8 a.m. Rabbit Show, Rabbit and Poul-
try Barn

9 a.m. Meat Goat Show, Livestock 
Arena

11-8 p.m. Mini golf and cornhole toss
4 p.m. Dairy Beef Show, Livestock 

Arena
4-7 p.m. Pork chop BBQ support, food 

pavilion
4-8 p.m. Log Cabin open
6 p.m. Horse and Pony Show, Contest-

ing
6 p.m. Dairy Feeder Calf Show, Live-

stock Arena
6:30 p.m. State Park Nature Program, 

Log Cabin
7-9 p.m. Hubie Ashcraft, stage area

Wednesday, July 17
9 a.m. Poultry Show, Rabbit and Poul-

try Barn
10 a.m. Beef Show, Livestock Arena
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Mini golf and cornhole 

toss
4-7 p.m. Pulled pork dinner, food 

pavilion
4-8 p.m. Log Cabin open
6 p.m. Grand Champion Award Pre-

sentation, Community Center Expo Hall 
stage 

6 p.m. Horse and Pony - Senior Ride, 
Club Awards, Fun Show, Grandstand

6:30 p.m. Native American Way of 
Life presented by Ashley Anderson, Log 
Cabin

6:30-8:30 p.m. Robotics Club dem-
onstration, Community Center Expo 
Hall

6:30 p.m. Photo Sessions for 4-H 
Champions, Community Center Expo 
Hall stage 

7 p.m. 4-H Livestock Royal Show-
manship Contest, Livestock Arena

7-9 p.m. Trevor Hunt band, stage area
7:30 p.m. Kids pedal pull, food pavil-

ion patio
Thursday, July 18

9 a.m. Dog Club Show, Quonset Hut
2 p.m. Premier Auction, Livestock 

Arena
3-7 p.m. Auction Buyers Hospitality 

Tent near Livestock Arena
3:30 p.m. 4-H Livestock Auction, 

Livestock Arena
4-8 p.m. Log Cabin open
6:30 p.m. State Park Nature Program, 

Log Cabin area
Friday, July 19 

6 p.m. Truck pull gates open, $5 (ages 
5-12) and $10 (13+)

7 p.m. Truck Pull Starts
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260-823-3328
Nkechi Wan, DDS • mercyseatdentistry.com

NEED EMERGENCY DENTAL CARE? CALL US!

LOWES

WALGREENS 200N
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1

Mercy Seat Dentistry
2155 Commerce Drive

Bluffton, IN 46714

W
A
L
M
A
R
T

Offering a Full Line of Dental Services
Bridges & Crowns • Conscious • Sedation

Cosmetic Dentistry Extractions • Family Dentistry
Invisalign Clear Braces • Oral Cancer Screening • Root Canal 

Therapy • Veneers • Periodontal Treatment

2155 Commerce Dr., Bluffton

Senior Citizen’s Lunch
Thursday, July 18th • 11:30am

New Hope Lutheran Church
8824 N. State Road 1  •  Ossian, IN 46777

Call or text 260-415-1462 or 
260-223-4830 to reserve your spot.

Free will offering to defray cost.

Performance by: Senior Saints
The Senior Saints, an energetic group of 71 retirees 

from 31 churches in the greater Fort Wayne area, will 
present Way to Go! A musical about methods of travel 

through the ages. The program includes songs and 
narration. Songs include Wait for the Wagon, Cruising 
Down the River, The Wabash Cannon Ball, Bicycle Built 

for Two, and In My Merry Oldsmobile. Songs of faith 
include Life’s Railway to Heaven, Walking with the King, 

Just a Closer Walk, Precious Lord Take My Hand, Jesus 
Led me All the Way and I’ll Fly Away.

INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 2:15 p.m., 

Walmart. Hit skip.
Wednesday, 3:47 p.m., 

Pak-A-Sak North. Com-
plaint of vehicle in handicap 
parking spot. Officer spoke 
with driver. 

Wednesday, 8 p.m., Main 
Street and S.R. 124. Driver 
cited for distracted driving. 

Thursday, 1:10 a.m., 
Bluffton Police Department. 
Indiana State Police request-
ed assistance with Flock 
cameras in reference to sus-
pect considered armed and 
dangerous. 

Thursday, 4:01 a.m., 524 
W Wiley Ave. Report of 
three subjects who got into 
truck parked in the alley and 
took off on foot after trigger-
ing a motion light. Unable to 
locate. 

Thursday, 6:36 a.m., 450E 
and 200N. Citation issued for 
60 in a 45 mph zone. 

Thursday, 7:44 a.m., 1100 
block of West South Street. 
Dispute between neighbors 
involving threats. 

Thursday, 9:31 a.m., Main 
Street and Madison Avenue. 
Found bike leaning against 
the tree. Had been there for 
approximately one week. 

Thursday, 10:07 a.m., 
S.R. 124 and Elm Grove 
Avenue. Report of a man 
possibly living in a tent in 
this area. 

Thursday, 11:58 a.m., 800 
block of Parkview Drive. 
Caller locked out of resi-
dence while homeowner is 
inside, homeowner asking 
for the other party to leave. 
When officer arrived, the 
issue had been resolved and 
noted that “Once again, love 
seems to have found a way 
... at least for now.”

Thursday, 12:35 p.m., 
600 block of South Jer-
sey Street. Vehicle egged. 
The parents of the juveniles 
involved agreed to pay for a 
carwash.

Thursday, 12:58 p.m., 
1100 block of Elm Drive. 
Property damage accident. 

County:
Wednesday, 12:52 p.m., 

West 1200 North and North 
400 West, Roanoke. Report 
of tree limbs in the middle of 
the road.

Wednesday, 3:29 p.m., 

2600 South Main Street, 
Liberty Center. Caller 
reported receiving vulgar 
messages on the phone.

Wednesday, 4:05 p.m., 
Ginger Fresh Market. Caller 
reported dog in vehicle that 
was turned off outside, dog 
appeared to be struggling. 
Owner came out and turned 
on the car.

Wednesday, 5:44 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Subject 
asked officer about traf-
fic stop incident with stolen 
plate. Officer explained that 
the plate matched a plate to 
a vehicle that was stolen out 
of Pennsylvania, and that the 
state made a mistake.

Wednesday, 6:45 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Protective 
order served to Jordan Pettit.

Wednesday, 6:45 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Protective 
order served to Kyle Davis.

Wednesday, 11:26 p.m., 
Airplane Express. Driver 
cited for driving while sus-
pended.

Thursday, North 500 
West and West Oak Road, 
Markle. Report of cows in 
the middle of the road.

Ossian:
Thursday, 10:21 a.m., 

2900 East U.S. 224, Ossian. 
Report of issue of dogs run-
ning at large.

ACCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, June 27, 3:07 

p.m., Kroger. Owner of a 
2018 Chevrolet Tahoe SUV 
parked at Kroger and went 
inside, and found damage 
along the driver side when 
he returned. The respon-
sible driver was found to be 
Howard R. Hull, 79, Bluff-
ton, who said he did hit the 
vehicle with his 2011 Ford 
F150, but had not seen any 
damage. Damages did not 
exceed $1,000. 

Thursday, July 4, 10:30 
p.m., S.R. 1 at the intersection 
of 4-H Road. Austin L. Ded-
rick, 29, Bluffton, was driving 
his 2003 Toyota Highlander 
northbound on S.R. and did 
not see the stopped vehicle in 
front of him, a 2009 Nissan 
Cube driven by Larry C. Had-
away, 35, Bluffton. Damages 
did not exceed $2,500. 

Saturday, 2:24 p.m., 
Kroger. Amy Davis, 35, 
Bluffton, was backing a 2012 
Chrysler Town and Coun-

try out of a parking spot 
and did not see a 2022 Ford 
Edge SUV driven by Sue A. 
Moser, 82, Bluffton. Dam-
ages did not exceed $2,500. 

Saturday, 4:19 p.m., 
S.R. 1 at the intersection of 
Lamar Street. Jocelyn Tryon, 
31, Bluffton, drove into S.R. 
1 from Lamar Street with 
her 2022 Jeep Compass, and 
did not see oncoming traffic. 
Joshua Brown, 36, Bluffton, 
said he was unable to avoid 
colliding his 2004 Mercury 
Sable into the Jeep’s driv-
er side. Damages did not 
exceed $10,000. 

Saturday, 7:26 p.m., S.R. 
1 at the intersection of South 
Street. Parker Nash, 16, 
Bluffton, did not see oncom-
ing traffic when entering S.R. 
1 in a 2015 Chevrolet Silvera-
do, and struck a 2016 Chrys-
ler 200 driven by Nicole Fritz, 
44, Bluffton. Damages did 
not exceed $25,000. 

Sunday, 11:43 a.m., S.R. 
1 and Charles Diem. Edna 
Schwartz, 32, Bluffton, was 
operating a buggy northbound 
on S.R. 1 when the horse 
became spooked and turned 
into the other lane of traffic. 
Cheryl Cris, 77, Bluffton, 
sideswept the buggy in her 
2013 Chevy Impala. Dam-
ages did not exceed $1,000. 

Thursday, 12:58 p.m., 
Elm Drive near Spring St. 
Lisa A. Mann, 61, Bluffton, 
was backing a 2017 Honda 
Accord out of the driveway 
and did not see a parked and 
unattended 2023 Toyota Sien-
na along the roadway. Dam-
ages did not exceed $1,000. 

FIRES
Wednesday, 2:20 p.m., 

Wabash Village. Fire alarm. 
Overcooked food in the 
microwave triggered the 
alarm. 

ARRESTS
Adolfo Luna Carmona, 

52, Bluffton; operating a 
vehicle without ever obtain-
ing a license, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

Jeremy Vincent Turner, 
46, Huber Heights, Ohio,; 
possession of cocaine, a 
Level 6 felony. No bond set.

Ashley Nicole Palicki, 
27, Fort Wayne; driving 
while suspended, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

Man gets 14 months after 
guilty plea to threatening 
Michigan election official

DETROIT (AP) — An Indiana man has been sentenced 
to 14 months in prison after pleading guilty to making a vio-
lent threat against a local election official in Michigan soon 
after the 2020 election.

A federal judge sentenced Andrew Nickels, 38, of Car-
mel, Indiana, on Tuesday for threatening to kill a suburban 
Detroit clerk, The Detroit News reported. He had pleaded 
guilty in February to transmitting threats in interstate com-
merce.

In a voicemail left on Nov. 10, 2020, Nickels threatened 
to kill Tina Barton, a Republican who at the time was the 
clerk in Rochester Hills, Michigan. Investigators said he 
accused her of fraud and said she deserved a “throat to the 
knife” for saying there were no irregularities in the 2020 
election.

Then-President Donald Trump had claimed there were 
election irregularities in Michigan and elsewhere following 
his 2020 loss to Democrat Joe Biden. Michigan Republican 
lawmakers investigated the 2020 presidential election for 
months and found no widespread or systemic fraud, con-
cluding that Biden had won the state.

Barton said in a victim impact statement, “No one should 
have to live in fear for their life or endure the trauma that 
has been inflicted upon me — especially those dedicated to 
ensuring our elections are administered fairly and accurate-
ly.”

She is now vice chair of the Committee for Safe and 
Secure Elections, a national group. That group’s chair, for-
mer Maricopa County (Arizona) Sheriff Paul Penzone, 
said Tuesday in a statement that Nickels’ sentence sends a 
“signal to election officials across the country that threats 
against them will be taken seriously and those who engage 
in such behavior will be held accountable.”

The vehicle, a Chevro-
let Equinox, appeared to 
have veered off the road-
way and struck a utility 
pole before continuing for 
several hundred feet. It then 
crossed the driveway of 
1158N 450E and continued 
east alongside the drive-
way before veering north 
toward the backyard pond 
of 1210N 450E and enter-
ing the pond.

All passengers were able 
to get out of the vehicle 
before it sank. 

An officer from the 
Department of Natural 
Resources later dove to 
locate the vehicle, which 
had settled on the far side of 
the pond. Freeman’s Towing 
then pulled the vehicle from 
the pond. 

An official accident 
report is pending.

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

The Chevrolet Equinox involved in the crash also struck a utility pole down the road before it 
eventually entered the pond.

At right, the Department of 
Natural Resources officer 

prepares to dive for the vehi-
cle. (Photos by Holly  

Gaskill)

Vehicle pulled from pond
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Two big victories for liberty
June 28 was a good day, make that a great day, for liber-

ty and the Constitution at the Supreme Court. The Justices 
delivered an overdue rebuke to overreaching regulators in 
a ruling that abolishes Chevron deference, while they also 
reined in prosecutors who stretched the law in pursuit of 
Jan. 6 cases.

In arguably the most significant decision of the year, a 
6-3 majority (Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo) over-
turned the Court’s 40-year-old Chevron doctrine that told 
judges to defer to agency interpretations of vague laws as 
long as they are “reasonable.” Now regulators will have a 
harder time bending laws, and Congress will have to legis-
late more clearly. Imagine that.

Chevron arose when judges were willy-nilly legislat-
ing from the bench, but its flaws were “apparent from the 
start,” as Chief Justice John Roberts explains for the major-
ity. The doctrine lacked a constitutional basis and clashed 
with the Administrative Procedure Act’s command that 
courts “decide all relevant questions of law, interpret consti-
tutional and statutory provisions.” From the start, he says, 
Chevron was “a ‘rule in search of a justification,’ if it was 
ever coherent enough to be called a rule at all.”

The doctrine spawned confusion and conflict in lower 
courts, including whether a given law was ambiguous in the 
first place. As Justice Antonin Scalia put it five years after 
Chevron was decided: “How clear is clear?” The Chief says 
deference to regulators became “an impediment, rather than 
an aid, to accomplishing the basic judicial task.”

The High Court hasn’t invoked Chevron since 2016, 
relying instead on basic statutory interpretive tools and its 
major questions doctrine, such as in West Virginia v. EPA. 
“At this point, all that remains of Chevron is a decaying 
husk with bold pretensions,” the Chief writes.

The problem is that lower courts still rely on Chevron 
and cite it repeatedly to rubber stamp even the most dubi-
ous rules. See the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals.

The Court’s considerations about when to revere prece-
dents also support its decision. Not only has Chevron prov-
en unworkable, it “has undermined the very ‘rule of law’; 
values that stare decisis exists to secure,” the Chief stresses. 
As Justice Neil Gorsuch notes in a powerful concurrence, 
“these antireliance harms” aren’t “distributed equally.” 
While “sophisticated entities and their lawyers may be able 
to keep pace with rule changes affecting their rights and 
responsibilities,” others may not.

Chevron’s defenestration will require judges to deter-
mine the best reading of statutes. The Chief demonstrates 
how to do this in Fischer v. U.S. Prosecutors charged a Jan. 
6 rioter with violating the 2002 Sarbanes-Oxley Act, of all 
unlikely statutes.

The financial securities law makes it a crime to “corrupt-
ly” shred or conceal documents “with the intent to impair 
the object’s integrity or availability for use in an official 
proceeding.” This provision is followed by another one 
punishing anyone who “otherwise obstructs, influences, or 
impedes” such a proceeding.

The government argued this catchall applied to the riot-
er’s obstruction. Six Justices disagreed. The catchall “was 
designed by Congress to capture other forms of evidence 
and other means of impairing its integrity or availability,” 
the Chief writes. He was joined by Justices Gorsuch, Clar-
ence Thomas, Samuel Alito, Brett Kavanaugh and Ketanji 
Brown Jackson.

It would be “peculiar to conclude that in closing the 
Enron gap, Congress created a catch-all provision that 
reaches beyond the scenarios that prompted the legisla-
tion,” the Chief adds. The government’s “novel interpreta-
tion would criminalize a broad swath of prosaic conduct, 
exposing activists and lobbyists alike to decades in prison.”

The Court’s Friday decisions safeguard individual lib-
erty against overreaching government. Isn’t that why the 
Founders fought the Revolution?

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
Distributed by The Associated Press

The 2024 Election Cometh - a look through cartoonists’ eyes...

In my 20 years of writing right-leaning columns at 
mainstream publications, I’ve made two arguments 
over and over. First, I’ve tried to convince my fellow 
journalists that liberal media bias is real. And second, 
I’ve tried to convince conservatives that, though it’s 
real, it’s not the conspiracy they imagine.

This is a hard moment to make that latter point. 
Frankly, if the media had been colluding to cover up 
the decline of a Democratic president, who then undid 
all those efforts by going on national television and 
breaking the story himself … well, how much differ-
ent would our coverage have looked? And if he hadn’t 
self-immolated at the debate, wouldn’t our readers 
still be in the dark?

That said, it really wasn’t a conspiracy. For one 
thing, mainstream outlets did report on the president’s 
age, even if too gently. Why were we so gentle? Well, 
there’s a broad journalistic norm against picking on 
physical characteristics (which is why even certified 
Donald Trump-hating columnists have made remark-
ably few cracks about his comb-over).

Obviously, it was a mistake to treat age, which 
affects job performance, like hairstyling, which 
doesn’t. But that error was bipartisan — over the 
years, I’ve heard a lot of people talking about Trump’s 
senior moments without ever putting those thoughts 
on the page.

If Trump had slipped as visibly and publicly as 
President Biden, it’s possible we would have covered 
that more aggres-
sively. But there was 
a paradox — the 
reporters watching 
him most closely 
were seeing tiny, 
incremental changes, 
without necessar-
ily being struck, as 
were people who 
infrequently tuned 
in, with the cumula-
tive magnitude of 
the decline. Also, 
Biden’s White 
House was simply 
more skilled at 
deflecting journalists 
who did notice: masters of killing stories with kind-
ness and punishing reporters who wrote things they 
didn’t like.

I’m told that journalists who starting asking about 
Biden’s age would suddenly be given access to nor-
mally unavailable senior staffers for denials, then del-
uged by allies insisting he was at the top of his game 
in private. It was genuinely hard to know how to 
balance those testimonials against reports of possibly 
isolated lapses.

“But the videos!” my conservative readers are 
sputtering, and fair enough — yet video clips can 
mislead unless you know the context. (Remember the 
Covington Catholic fiasco?) The White House made 
it hard to get that context; staff rarely leaked, and any-
way, few people outside Biden’s inner circle saw him 
enough to form a complete picture of his condition. 
The inner circle, meanwhile, is dominated by people 
who have been with the president for years.

A few phenomenally dogged reporters persisted 

anyway. But they weren’t rewarded for it 
because there seemed to be no audience 
for coverage of Biden. Articles languished 
unread, and Biden books weren’t selling.

Not good enough, I can hear my con-
servative readers saying. Okay, the White 
House made it difficult to get the story 
— but if Trump were president, reporters 
would have been more skeptical of White 
House spin, more motivated to crack the 
wall of silence to meet audience demand. 
And all I can say to that is: Yeah, you’re 
right.

The media’s treatment of Biden wasn’t 
a conspiracy to protect a Democratic president, but 
it looks like one because that was its practical effect. 
None of our decisions were entirely driven by par-
tisanship. But if we’re honest, many of them were 
unduly influenced by it.

Because there are 10 times as many Democrats as 
Republicans in mainstream newsrooms, journalists 
tended, with a few noble exceptions, to give a Demo-
cratic administration trust it didn’t deserve. The presi-
dent’s invisibility was a giant red flag; they treated 
it as a restful break from having to monitor Trump’s 
ravings 24/7. As Biden’s decline grew more visible, 
people kept respectfully airing the administration’s 
insultingly implausible claims: that there was a secret-
ly brilliant president flitting around the back corridors 

of the White House like 
Batman, while the vid-
eos of that same presi-
dent acting befuddled 
on world stages were 
“cheap fakes.”

And when journal-
ists did cover the issue, 
many outlets that had 
been pitilessly clear 
about Trump’s defects 
apparently couldn’t 
bring themselves to be 
quite so blunt about 
a president they liked 
— in part because 
that would make their 
friends mad, as well as 

the White House. A lot of articles about Biden’s age 
ended up so couched in ethereally vague language 
about “questions” and “concerns,” so defensively 
swaddled in equivocal context that the necessary SOS 
didn’t get through.

As a result, viewers of Fox News understood the 
president’s condition better than our audiences, which 
ought to be a huge wake-up call for us. We don’t have 
the exact problem conservatives imagine, but we do 
have a problem. And the only way to fix it is to add 
more viewpoint diversity to our newsrooms.

We should do this not for the benefit of conserva-
tive journalists, or politicians, but for the benefit of 
our readers. When our newsrooms lopsidedly support 
one party, our readers miss much of the story — in 
this case, nearly all of it. We need conservatives inside 
the building, helping us overcome our natural biases, 
instead of outside, complaining about them. We owe 
our readers, and our country, nothing less.

Follow Megan McArdle @asymmetricinfo on X

Megan 
McCardle

How the media sleepwalked 
into Biden’s debate disaster
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Text message brings trust issues
Dear Annie: My husband and I have 

been married for 21 years. Our sex life has 
been very active, but other than that, he’s 
never shown me public affection.

Whenever we go out, whether it’s to the 
store, kids’ concerts, open house at school, 
or sports tournaments, he never walks with 
me. In fact, he usually walks far in front of 
me and never holds my hand.

Neither of us has much of a social 
life because we’re so busy with the kids’ 
sports practices and travel tournaments. 
So having an affair would be a bit diffi-
cult. That being said, my husband loves 
talking to people while we’re out at these 
tournaments, and because he was pretty 
well known for his abilities in this specific 
sport, women just flock to him.

He’s also an amazing coach for these 
young kids. He just does an amazing job 
and the kids love him. So when we were 
at a tournament and he received a text, 
I opened it thinking it was something 
regarding the games. Instead, it was a pic-
ture (nonsexual but somewhat romantic) 
from a woman he used to work with.

I was upset, so I scrolled through all 
of their texts and came across a message 
from her saying she loved him. He didn’t 
respond, though of course he could have 
erased it and mistakenly left hers, or he 
could have called her. I became really 
upset and screamed at him, and he turned 
it around on me. He said that, since I work 
in a male-dominated environment, I must 
have done things as well. There is no truth 
to this accusation because I love my fami-
ly. He’s being rotten to me now, and I’m at 
a loss about what to believe or not believe.

Please don’t recommend marriage 
counseling because that’s just not us. In all 
honesty, what do you think? — Lost in NY

Dear Lost in NY: In all honesty, I think 
your marriage has a bigger hole in the 
bucket than you want to acknowledge. I’m 
sure he is an amazing man, as you say, and 
I KNOW that marriage counseling could 
help both of you vent your feelings hon-
estly, but if that is not for both of you, then 
I would recommend that you find your own 
therapist to explore your hurt feelings.

Have you ever told your husband that 
it would be nice to hold hands in public, 
or for him to put his arm around you, or 
for you to lean on his arm when you walk? 

Not all the time, but 
once in a while. His 
suggestion that you 
must have “done 
things as well” at 
work because it is 
a male-dominat-
ed environment 
is troubling. By 
“things,” does he 
mean flirting or 
cheating? Big dif-
ference, and talk-
ing together will 
help both of you 
sort out what is 
going on.

Dear Annie: A 
year ago, I had a relationship with a much 
younger woman. We were both single and 
developed deep feelings for each other. In 
spite of the age difference, we had a con-
nection. We were never “official,” but we 
shared a closeness. 

The relationship lasted about five 
months when out of the blue, she couldn’t 
see me anymore. She said there wasn’t 
another man, but who knows. She then 
ghosted me, cut me off completely and 
blocked me on social media but not by 
phone number. 

I reached out to her a few times via 
text, but she never replied. Although I 
accept that she is no longer interested, I am 
bothered by how it ended. I have seen her 
a few times around town, but she acts as 
if we never knew each other and does not 
speak to me. She basically just erased me 
from her life, but it still makes me wonder 
why. Any advice? — Bewildered

Dear Bewildered: When we don’t get 
closure in situations like this, all we’re left 
with are unanswered questions and wan-
dering minds. Your confusion and pain are 
totally warranted. 

Perhaps why this woman cut you off is 
unimportant; someone who doesn’t even 
acknowledge you isn’t worthy of your love 
and attention. Remember that the right 
person for you is still out there — and 
when you find each other, you’ll never 
have to question where you stand. 

Send your questions for Annie Lane to 
dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Lingo (N) Fire Country Blue Bloods "Two of a 
Kind" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii Five-0 "Hana 
Komo Pae" 

Hawaii Five-0 "Elua La 
Ma Nowemapa" 

WNBA-
Prega. (N) 

Basketball Phoenix Mercury at Indiana Fever From 
Gainbridge Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. (L) (N) 

WNBA-
Game (N) 

WNBA Basketball Minnesota Lynx at Seattle 
Storm From Climate Pledge Arena in Seattle. (L) (N)

Bull "Fool Me Twice" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Jeopardy! Masters
"Games 5 & 6" 

20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N)

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Night 
Court 

Night 
Court 

Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Ruff 
Goin'" 

King "Class 
Struggle" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man
"The Ring" 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) The Big Bakeover "Cali 

Al's Cheesecakes" (N) 
Animals 
(N) 

Funny Kids
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
My Grandparents' War 
"Carey Mulligan" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

The Great American 
Recipe "Home Baked" 

Somewhere South "It's 
a Greens Thing" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
My Grandparents' War 
"Carey Mulligan" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

The Great American 
Recipe "Home Baked" 

Somewhere South "It's 
a Greens Thing" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Food to Die For" Castle "Overkill" Castle "A Deadly Game" Castle "A Deadly Affair" Castle "He's Dead, She's 

Dead" 
(:05) Castle "Under the 
Gun" 

(:05) Castle "Punked" Castle "A Deadly Affair" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <+++ Incredibles 2 (‘18) Craig T. Nelson. <++ Cruella (‘21) Emma Thompson, Joel Fry, Emma Stone. <++ Cruella (‘21) Emma Thompson, Joel Fry, Emma Stone.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(4:00) <++ Office 
Space Ron Livingston. 

<+++ Blockers (2018, Comedy) Ike Barinholtz,
John Cena, Leslie Mann. 

<++ Office Space (1999, Comedy) Jennifer 
Aniston, David Herman, Ron Livingston. 

<+ The Ugly Truth (2009, Romance) Gerard 
Butler, Eric Winter, Katherine Heigl. 

<++ Irresistible (‘20) 
Rose Byrne, Steve Carell. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Gladiator (2000, History) Joaquin Phoenix, Connie Nielsen, Russell Crowe. <+++ Top Gun (‘86) Kelly McGillis, 
Anthony Edwards, Tom Cruise. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCe-

nter (L) (N) 
NBA Basketball Teams TBA Basketball action from 
the NBA Summer League. (L) (N) 

NBA Basketball Teams TBA Basketball action from 
the NBA Summer League. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 UFC Live Around (N) ESPN Films NFL Live UFC Archival UFC Archival UFC Archival NFL Live UFC Archival (N)

FSMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory Sports 

Stars 
Life San 
Francisco 

U.S. Water Polo: Path 
to Paris 

Lights Out XF Live fights are back at LXF 14 with the 
return of Shawne Merriman's Lights Out Xtreme Fighting.

In the 
Spotlight 

Facing 
Waves 

Offroad
Dunes 

Epic Trails In the 
Spotlight 

Focused 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(3:30) <+++ Mission: 
Impossible II 

<+++ Mission: Impossible III (2006, Action) Philip Seymour 
Hoffman, Ving Rhames, Tom Cruise. 

<+++ Mission: Impossible -- Ghost Protocol (2011, Action) Jeremy 
Renner, Simon Pegg, Tom Cruise. (P) 

<+++ Mission: Impossible -- 
Ghost Protocol (‘11) Tom Cruise. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Hoffman Family Gold Gold Rush: Parker's 

Trail 
Gold Rush: Parker's 
Trail 

The Real Sharkano (N) SW24: Sharks of the 
Dead Zone (N) 

SW24: Shark Attack 
Island (N) 

Monsters of the 
Bermuda Triangle 

The Real Sharkano 

TLC  36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé: Happily Ever After? (N) 90 Day (N) MILF Manor (N) 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens "Russia 
Declassified" 

Ancient Aliens "Human 
Hieroglyphs" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Immortality Machine" 

Aliens "Unlocking the 
Stargates" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
Whistleblowers" (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is "UFO 
Hotspots" (N) 

(:05) Ancient Aliens
"The Lost Kingdom" 

(:05) Ancient Aliens 
"The Whistleblowers" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< Christmas Next Door (2017, Romance) Fiona 
Gubelmann, Brittany Bristow, Jesse Metcalfe. 

< Crown for Christmas (2015, Romance) Rupert 
Penry-Jones, Ellie Botterill, Danica McKellar. 

< Picture a Perfect Christmas (2019, Romance)
Jon Cor, Luke Roessler, Merritt Patterson. 

< The Christmas Promise (2021, Drama) Dylan 
Bruce, Patrick Duffy, Torrey DeVitto. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:35) <++ Pacific Rim Uprising (2018, Sci-Fi)
Scott Eastwood, Jing Tian, John Boyega. 

<+ Geostorm (2017, Action) Jim Sturgess, Abbie Cornish, 
Gerard Butler. 

<+++ Atomic Blonde (2017, Action) James McAvoy, Eddie 
Marsan, Charlize Theron. (P) 

Reginald the Vampire 
"Just Like Heaven" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++ I, Robot (‘04) Bridget Moynahan, Will Smith. (:20) <+++ Enemy of the State (‘98) Gene Hackman, Will Smith.

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <+++ Rush Hour 
(‘98) Jackie Chan. 

<++ Rush Hour 2 (2001, Action) Chris Tucker,
John Lone, Jackie Chan. 

<+ Rush Hour 3 (2007, Action) Chris Tucker,
Hiroyuki Sanada, Jackie Chan. 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<++ The Magnificent Seven (2016, Western) 
Chris Pratt, Ethan Hawke, Denzel Washington. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<++ Man on Fire (2004, Crime Story) Dakota Fanning, Christopher Walken,
Denzel Washington. 

<+++ Twister (1996, Action) Bill Paxton, Cary Elwes, Helen 
Hunt. 

<++ Jumanji (1995, Children) Bonnie Hunt, Kirsten Dunst, 
Robin Williams. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office (:35) Office (:10) Office (:45) Office (:20) The Office (:55) Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series CRC Brakleen 

175 From Pocono Raceway in Long Pond, Pa. (L) (N)
2024 Copa America United States vs. Uruguay 
Group C. 

UEFA Euro Soccer action from the 17th edition of 
the UEFA European Championship. From Germany. 

UEFA European Review
(L) (N) 

Basketball 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "In Another Life" 9-1-1 "Recovery" 9-1-1 "Mixed Feelings" Mama June Mama June (N) Deb's House (N) Mama June Deb's House

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC <++ The Wedding Planner (‘01) Jennifer Lopez. <++ The Wedding Planner (‘01) Jennifer Lopez.
NICK  68  170 299 (4:30) < Movie < Movie Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Greens Bunk'd (N) <+++ Coco (‘17) Anthony Gonzalez. (:50) ZOMBIES: Re- (:25) ZOMBIES: Re- Bunk'd Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy The 700 Club The 

Simpsons 
The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:30) <++ Justice League (‘17, Act) 
Henry Cavill, Gal Gadot, Ben Affleck. 

(:35) Hard 
Knocks 

(:15) House of the 
Dragon 

(:15) <++ Mortal Kombat (1995, Action) Linden 
Ashby, Bridgette Wilson, Robin Shou. 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (L) (N) 

Fantasmas
(SF) (N) 

(:35) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

(:35) 
Fantasmas 

MAX  325  310 515 
(3:50) <+ 
88 Minutes 

(:40) <+++ Clear and Present Danger (1994, Thriller) Willem 
Dafoe, Anne Archer, Harrison Ford. 

<+++ Hereditary (2018, Horror) Gabriel Byrne,
Alex Wolff, Toni Collette. 

(:10) <++ The Other Side of the 
Door (‘16) Sarah Wayne Callies. 

(:45) < Slice (‘18) Chance the Rapper, 
Rae Gray, Zazie Beetz. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(:55) < Catch the Bullet (‘21) Gattlin 
Griffith, Jay Pickett. (P) 

(:25) < Apache Junction (‘21) Trace 
Adkins, Stuart Townsend. (P) 

< Outlaw Posse (2024, Western) William 
Mapother, John Carroll Lynch, Mario Van Peebles. 

<+++ The Hateful Eight (2015, Western) Kurt Russell,
Jennifer Jason Leigh, Samuel L. Jackson. 

(:50) <++ 
Southpaw 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:30) <+++ Cop Land 
(‘97) Sylvester Stallone. 

(:15) <++ The Harder They Come (1972, Drama)
Janet Bartley, Carl Bradshaw, Jimmy Cliff. 

< Post Mortem (2020, Horror) Fruzsina Hais, Judit 
Schell, Viktor Klem. 

< The Bigfoot Trap (‘23) Chelsey 
Fuller, Barron Boedecker. 

< V for Vengeance (‘22) Grace Van 
Dien, Sean Maguire, Jocelyn Hudon. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: It’s difficult 
to live up to the command-
ments that we should love 
our neighbors more than 
ourselves. I confess that it 
takes a lot of time to do this; 
I have enough problems of 
my own and no one offers 
to help me. But I’m a Chris-
tian and I do have the Lord, 
but I still struggle with mak-
ing others’ problems my 
own. – O.P.

Answer: “I have enough 
problems of my own,” a 
man said. “I’m a Chris-
tian, but I just haven’t got 
the time or the energy to 
worry about anyone else’s 
problems.” Such an attitude 
can be understood, because 
everyone encounters prob-
lems at one time or another.

Problems have a 
way of blocking out 
everything (and every-
one) else. It isn’t nec-
essarily wrong to give 

attention to our own prob-
lems, but when our prob-
lems deafen us to the hurts 
of others, when they make 
us fail to reach out to some-
one we could help, then we 
have become part of the 
darkness instead of shin-
ing like stars and holding 
out the Word of Life as we 
should.

What an example of the 
Good Samaritan. No doubt 
this man was preoccupied 
with his journey, but he still 
stopped and took care of the 
man who had been left for 
dead (see Luke 10:25–37).

When we ask God to 
free us from whatever pre-
occupies us, He gives us 
the opportunity to be a light 

for Christ in the midst of 
this dark world. May we be 
sources of comfort to the 
suffering and blessings to 
the broken-hearted. Often 
when we reach out to oth-
ers, they reach back.

“Do all things without 
complaining and disput-
ing, that you may become 
blameless and harmless, 
children of God with-
out fault in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse gen-
eration, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world, 
holding fast the word of 
life” (Philippians 2:14–16, 
NKJV).

(This column is based on 
the words and writings of 
the late Rev. Billy Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
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 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

Marion Wells
Service Consultant

Tyler Shaffer
Parts Manager

Barry Scott
Service Manager

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

UTV

Motorcycle 
Sound 
Systems

Marine

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

Looking for New Tires for Your Ride?
  WE HAVE ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS

See Us for All
Makes and Models of

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

HIDAY CHRYSLER

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
NASCAR fined Bubba Wallace 
$50,000 on Wednesday for retaliato-
ry contact against race winner Alex 
Bowman on the cooldown lap of the 
Chicago Street Race.

Wallace door-slammed Bow-
man’s car and sent it into the wall. 
Bowman said after the race he had 
spun Wallace during Sunday’s event 
and the retaliation was warranted.

Bowman also advocated for Wal-
lace not to be punished. Bowman 
said Wallace “has every right be 
mad.”

“I’d be mad, too,” Bowman said 
of Wallace. “I ruined his day. The 
restart was chaotic. I just made 
every wrong decision that I possibly 
could. I was fighting with my wind-
shield wiper switch trying to get it 
working and I couldn’t get it work-
ing. I was focused on that, missed 
the corner.

“I locked all four tires and just 
slid right into him. I just messed up 
and absolutely ruined his day. I’m 

pretty hard on myself when I make mistakes like that 
and I’ve been embarrassed about it since it happened. 
The rain delay was a lot of me just sitting there being 
embarrassed and being mad at myself.”

Wallace’s window net was down when he slammed 
into Bowman after the race, and the camera inside Bow-
man’s car showed the driver was jostled by the hit.

NASCAR also plans to speak to Chase Elliott for his 
contact with Daniel Suarez after Sunday’s race.

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Indianapolis 
will host championships for all three NCAA 
divisions and the NIT in 2026, and the gov-
erning body’s men’s basketball committee 
has also approved including the Torvik and 
Wins Against Bubble rankings among met-
rics in evaluating teams for next year’s tour-
nament.

The Indiana capital and NCAA home 
was previously chosen in 2018 to host the 
men’s Division I Final Four for the ninth 
time from April 4-6, 2026, at Lucas Oil Sta-
dium. Finals for Divisions II and III have 
been added for the Sunday before the top-
level title game at nearby Gainbridge Field-
house, with the NIT championship site to be 
determined. The NIT will hold its semifinals 
on April 2, 2026, at Butler’s Hinkle Field-
house.

It will mark the second time one city has 
held all three men’s championships, the first 
since Atlanta in 2013. Indianapolis and Dal-
las hosted all three women’s championships 
in 2016 and 2023, respectively.

NCAA senior vice president of basketball 
Dan Gavitt said 2026 will be a celebration 
of basketball in Indiana and cited attendance 
of nearly 8,000 for DII and DIII champion-

ships in Atlanta in 2013 and sellout crowds 
for the NIT semifinals and finals last spring 
at Hinkle.

“It will be an awesome opportunity 
for student-athletes at the participating 
schools,” Gavitt said in a release, “as well as 
a showcase for the legendary college basket-
ball fans in Indiana.”

In evaluating the 68 tournament teams 
— which will feature 31 conference-cham-
pion automatic qualifiers along with 37 at-
large squads — Gavitt noted that members 
have increasingly referenced the Torvik and 
WAB rankings, along with other metrics 
such as KenPom, BPI and NET.

Torvik rankings feature projections that 
rank every team for the upcoming season. 
WAB measures how many more wins a 
team earns against its schedule than an aver-
age bubble team.

“Adding them to the team sheet ensures 
that all 12 (committee) members easily have 
access to this data,” Gavitt said.

The committee also named Sun Belt 
Conference commissioner Keith Gill as vice 
chair for the 2024-25 season during its sum-
mer meeting. Gill will serve as chair the fol-
lowing season.

BALTIMORE (AP) — The Chicago 
Cubs have placed outfielder Cody Bell-
inger on the 10-day injured list with a left 
middle finger fracture.

Bellinger was hit by a pitch thrown 
by Cionel Pérez in the seventh inning of 
Wednesday night’s 4-0 victory over the 
Orioles. Bellinger initially stayed in the 
game but left shortly thereafter.

There’s no telling how long the injury 
will keep him sidelined.

“He’s basically going to be shut down 
through the All-Star break, and when we 
come back we’ll kind of start the range of 

motion rehab with the finger,” manager 
Craig Counsell said Thursday. “We’ll see 
where that takes us.”

Bellinger is batting .269 with nine 
homers and 37 RBIs.

It’s a tough blow for the Cubs, who 
came into Thursday’s series finale in Bal-
timore having won five of six.

“We’re losing the guy who hits third in 
the lineup, so that hurts,” Counsell said. 
“You don’t replace that, necessarily. We’ll 
have to circle the wagons while he’s out 
and do our best to continue what’s been a 
pretty decent offensive stretch here.”

By DAVID GINSBURG 
Associated Press

BALTIMORE (AP) 
— Justin Steele pitched 
seven innings of three-
hit ball, Seiya Suzuki 
had three extra-base hits 
and three RBIs, and the 
Chicago Cubs blanked 
the Baltimore Orioles 
8-0 Thursday night for a 
three-game sweep.

Dansby Swanson homered for the 
Cubs, who outscored the AL East leaders 
21-2 in becoming the first team to sweep 
the Orioles in Baltimore since Tampa Bay 
in August 2021. Chicago came to town 
in last place in the NL Central, but they 
have won four in a row and six of seven 
to move within a half-game of third place.

“It’s huge. It’s the kind of thing you 
need to be doing, especially the spot 
we’re in,” Steele said. “The boys are roll-
ing right now.”

Chicago completed the sweep with a 
pair of shutouts, marking the first time the 
Orioles were blanked in successive games 
since June 23-24, 2021, during a season in 
which Baltimore finished 52-110.

“You hold that lineup to two runs in 
three days, you’re pitching really well,” 
Cubs manager Craig Counsell said.

Steele (2-3) celebrated his 29th birth-
day with a dominant performance. He 
retired his first 11 batters, didn’t allow a 
runner past second base and struck out 
four without issuing a walk.

“Had some good sinkers and change-
ups today, moving the fastball around,” 
Steele said. “Just been feeling really good 
lately.”

The only hits against the lefty were 
doubles by Ryan Mountcastle, Jorge 

Mateo and Anthony 
Santander.

“I thought Justin was 
great,” Counsell said. 
“Efficient, just on the 
attack, tons of strikes. 
They couldn’t get the bar-
rel to it. (The ball) was 
kind of in on their hands 
most of the night.”

Steele’s effort was a 
suitable encore to his pre-

vious outing, when he fired a two-hitter 
against the Angels for his first win of the 
season and first career complete game.

Suzuki hit RBI doubles in both the 
third and fifth innings before driving in a 
run with a triple in the seventh. His per-
formance was part of a 13-hit attack in 
which Swanson contributed a solo homer, 
along with an RBI single in a three-run 
seventh.

“We did a lot of good things offensive-
ly,” Counsell said. “Some big hits, kind 
of moving the line kind of night. Up and 
down the lineup it was a nice job.”

Orioles starter Albert Suárez (5-3) gave 
up four runs and six hits in five innings. It 
was the 34-year-old’s first start against the 
Cubs since 2016, when he was a rookie 
with the San Francisco Giants.

Baltimore has lost five of seven with 
the second-place New York Yankees com-
ing to town for a three-game series prior 
to the All-Star break.

UP NEXT
Cubs: It’s on to St. Louis for Chicago, 

which opens a four-game series against 
the Cardinals on Friday night.

Orioles: Rookie Cade Povich (1-3, 
6.51 ERA) faces Gerrit Cole (1-1, 6.75 
ERA) and the Yankees on Friday night to 
launch a three-game set.

By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer

DETROIT (AP) — Riley Greene drove 
in three runs on three hits and Jack Fla-
herty pitched six strong innings, helping 
the Detroit Tigers beat the AL Central-
leading Cleveland Guardians 10-1 on 
Thursday to win their four-game series.

Cleveland’s Bo Naylor homered in the 
third and Carson Kelly countered with his 
seventh of the season in the bottom of the 
inning, restoring Detroit’s three-run lead 
before the game turned into a rout.

Greene’s two-run double in the fourth 
put the Tigers ahead 6-1, and Gio Urshe-
la’s three-run double gave them a 10-1 
lead in the sixth inning.

Detroit is 6-1 in its last seven for its 
best stretch since winning six of its first 
seven games this season. But it is still four 
games below .500 and trails the Guardians 
by 13 games in the division.

“The production has picked up and the 
pitching has stabilized,” Tigers manager 
A.J. Hinch said. “Our guys like winning, 
and winning series, and we hadn’t done 
that in a while.”

The fourth-place Tigers will face Cleve-
land six more times this month, giving 
them an opportunity to make up some 
ground in the standings.

“At this point in the season, teams are 
hungry to beat us,” said Guardians catcher 
Austin Hedges, who pitched two scoreless 
innings in his season debut on the mound 
and fifth career game as a pitcher. “Teams 
show up with their A game with an A ener-
gy and I think they prepare for us more 

now.
“You have to do some serious game-

planning to beat us and it’s up to us to 
respond to that.”

Flaherty (6-5) allowed two hits, struck 
out four and walked two in his return from 
a back injury. Facing a team with an AL-
high five All-Stars, including four in the 
lineup, the 28-year-old right-hander low-
ered his ERA to 3.13.

Flaherty could be an attractive option 
should Detroit decide to sell ahead of this 
month’s trade deadline. He signed a $14 
million, one-year deal with the Tigers in 
December.

Cleveland just made a recent move 
to bolster its banged-up rotation, and the 
early return wasn’t favorable.

Spencer Howard (1-2) gave up four 
runs and seven hits over three innings. 
The 27-year-old right-hander, who was 
acquired from San Francisco last week, 
had a 5.63 ERA in two starts and five relief 
appearances this season with the Giants.

“A lot of work to do,” he said.
Guardians right-hander Pedro Avila 

also was roughed up, allowing five runs, 
four earned, and three hits in 2 1/3 innings.

The Tigers scored in each of the first 
four innings and then added four more in 
the sixth.

Cleveland outfielder Will Brennan 
went 0 for 3 with a strikeout in his first 
game since returning from a rib injury. 
Infielder Gabriel Arias was optioned to 
Triple-A Columbus to clear a roster spot 
for Brennan before the series finale in 
Detroit.

By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer

The U.S. women’s basketball team is on 
a historic run, winning seven straight Olym-
pic gold medals. While no one has come 
close to ending that streak, the rest of the 
world is getting better.

The Americans, who haven’t lost an 
Olympic contest since 1992, won by an 
average of 16 points in the Tokyo Games. 
That was their smallest margin of victory 
since the streak started at the 1996 Atlanta 
Games.

The biggest challenge for the U.S. will 
once again be the limited prep time to prac-
tice as unit. The complete team will be 
together for the first time right before the 
Paris Games.

“The rest of the world is definitely 
improving,” six-time Olympic participant 
Diana Taurasi said. “It’s not as easy as it’s 
looked over the years.”

The 42-year-old Taurasi would know; she 
has been a part of the last five U.S. Olympic 
teams. She will be going for a record sixth 
gold medal in Paris.

The U.S. is trying to break a tie with the 
American men’s basketball team for most 
consecutive gold medals. The men won 
seven straight from 1936-68. The two bas-
ketball teams hold the longest streak for 
golds in a traditional team sport in Olympic 
history.

The Americans understand what’s ahead 
and are focused on the present and not their 
past. The goal is just to win in Paris and not 
look at the bigger picture of continuing the 
dynasty.

“That can’t be your every day thought 
and then you lose sight of what it takes to 
get there,” U.S. coach Cheryl Reeve said. 
“That’s the biggest thing you have to block 
out. There’s a huge narrative we can’t 
escape with this being one of the greatest 
sports dynasties ever. It’s our first experi-
ence together with this group and this is our 
special journey, it’s about one gold medal.”

It’s definitely a special time for Brittney 
Griner, who is returning to the team for the 
Olympics. She missed the 2022 World Cup 
when she was wrongfully detained in Russia 
for 10 months. She has said that she’ll only 

play overseas with USA Basketball.
“We were all thinking of BG when 

she was away and we didn’t know if this 
moment would be possible,” Reeve said. 
“I’m thrilled for her personally and thrilled 
for our basketball team.”

The Americans are in a pool with Japan, 
Belgium and Germany. The Japanese team 
were silver medalists at the 2021 Tokyo 
Games. Group A features Serbia, Spain, 
China, and Puerto Rico. Group B is com-
prised of Canada, France, Australia and 
Nigeria.

Play begins on Sunday, July 28 and ends 
with the gold medal game on the final day 
of the Olympics.

Here are some other things to watch for:
Welcome back Lauren
Australia will receive a huge lift with 

the return of Lauren Jackson. The four-
time WNBA MVP won three Olympic sil-
ver medals and one bronze with the Opals 
before retiring from playing in 2016 after 
knee injuries derailed her career. She 
returned for the 2022 World Cup in Austra-
lia and led the team to a bronze medal. Now 
the 43-year-old forward will be playing in 
her fifth Olympics.

“What Lauren has done is simply amaz-
ing,” Australia coach Sandy Brondello said. 
“She has a great basketball IQ and certainly 
will help us.”

Newcomers
Germany is making its first Olympic 

appearance led by the Sabally sisters — 
Nyara and Satou (who plays with the Dal-
las Wings). The Germans will host the 2026 
World Cup and hope to have a strong show-
ing in Paris where they are in a tough pool 
with the U.S., Belgium and Japan.

“We’re just there to have fun,” Nyara 
Sabally said. “It’s basketball, you never 
know what’s going to happen. I’m really 
confident in our team and I think we have a 
really good team.

Looking for a win
African nations haven’t fared well at the 

Olympics, going 1-36 with Nigeria getting 
the lone victory in the 2004 Athens Games 
when they topped Korea in the 11th place 
contest. Nigeria will look to end that drought 
as the country plays in its third Olympics.

Bubba Wallace fined 
$50,000 by NASCAR 
for retaliatory contact 
against Alex Bowman

Bubba Wallace

Alex Bowman

Steele baffles Orioles as Cubs 
complete sweep with rout

Cubs place OF Cody Bellinger 
on injured list with broken finger

NCAA approves Indianapolis 
to host all 3 men’s finals, NIT 
in 2026, adds metrics for 2025

U.S. women’s basketball team looks 
to continue Olympic dominance, 
seeking 8th straight gold in Paris

Greene drives in 3 runs, Tigers 
beat Guardians and win series
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WELLS COUNTY COMMUNI-

TY Corrections is seeking an
exceptional Administrative As-
sistant to manage the adminis-
tration of client files, front
desk, and general fiscal ac-
counting operations. Respon-
sibilities include providing
executive assistance to the Di-
rector and Administration Op-
erations Coordinator and
management of the day-to-
day office operations. This po-
sition is ideal for a well-orga-
nized self-motivated individual
who possesses outstanding
administrative and clerical
skills who wants a stable long-
term position within a small op-
eration. Our ideal candidate is
a detailed oriented self-starter
with the ability to take the ini-
tiative and work with minimal
supervision in a team environ-
ment. Candidates applying
must be dependable, a team
player with a flexible attitude,
and have the ability to priori-
tize the workload under pres-
sure and multiple tasks in a
fast-paced changeable envi-
ronment and show Integrity
and be sensitive to confidential
information. The ideal candi-
date is professional and has
excellent communication and
technical skills. Candidate
must have previous experi-
ence with small office or team
operations and proficiency in
the use of Microsoft Office pro-
fessional software. The posi-
tion requires detailed data
entry as well as acuity working
with numbers and budgets and
the use of financial software as
part of daily operations. Begin-
ning Salary $39,921 with ben-
efits. Send resume to Attn.
Executive Director Poindexter,
Wells County Community Cor-
rections, Suite 107, 102 West
Market Street, Bluffton, In.
46714 or blake.poindexter@w
ellsindiana.org.

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 12-15-16-24-

42
Cash4Life — 05-14-31-

42-52, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

01-03-13-15-22-27-30-35-
47-48-52-55-59-63-66-68-
73-74-76-77, BE: 30

Daily Three-Midday — 
09-06-04, SB: 00

Daily Three-Evening — 
02-08-02, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday — 
00-00-05-04, SB: 00

Daily Four-Evening — 
01-01-05-01, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening 
— 05-12-18-19-21-22-32-
33-34-37-39-42-45-54-57-
63-67-71-72-75, BE: 05

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $17 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $203 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $54 million

SECTION 00 1113
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Town of Zanesville, 
Indiana, by and through its Town 
Council, hereinafter referred to as 
the Owner, will receive sealed bids 
for:

TOWN OF ZANESVILLE
2024 STREET IMPROVEMENTS 

(2024-1 CCMG FUNDING)
SMUTS STREET & W 
WOODVIEW DRIVE

Bids may be forwarded by 
registered mail addressed to the 
Owner in care of the Town Council, 
Town Hall, 17736 Wayne Street, 
Zanesville Indiana 46799 or deliv-
ered in person to the bid open-
ing and will be considered by the 
Owner at a public meeting called 
to receive such bids, provided the 
same shall have been received not 
later than 1:00 p.m., local prevail-
ing time, on Monday July 22nd, 
2024 at the Town Hall, 17736 
Wayne Street, Zanesville Indiana 
46799. Bids received after the bid 
opening process has begun will be 
returned unopened.

Bids shall be submitted in an 
enclosed opaque sealed envelope, 
marked “TOWN OF ZANESVILLE 
2024 STREET IMPROVEMENTS 
(2024-1 CCMG FUNDING)”. Bids 
will be evaluated and may be held 
up to ninety (90) days, but it is the 
intent that an award of project and 
sign contracts in August 2024 and 
all work to be completed by June 
2025.

Work includes construction 
and/or improvements for street 
milling and resurfacing, new storm 
sewer and drainage improvements, 
pavement markings, related appur-
tenances, and site restoration.

The work to be performed and 
the bids submitted, including any 
and all separate and combination 
bids, shall include sufficient and 
proper sums for all General, Con-
struction, Mechanical, Electrical, 
Installation, Labor, Materials, Tools, 
Equipment, Taxes (both Federal 
and State), Permits, Licenses, 
Insurance, Service Costs, and so 
forth, incident to and required for 
the construction of the facilities.

All materials furnished and 
labor performed incident to and 
required for the proper and satis-
factory execution of the contracts 
shall be furnished and performed 
in accordance with the require-
ments of the contract documents 
as defined in the General Condi-
tions of the Construction Contract, 
and any addenda thereto, pre-
pared by the Engineer, DLZ Indi-
ana, LLC. Said drawings are on 
file for viewing in the office of the 
following: the Engineer, 825 South 
Barr Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
46802; the Owner, the Town of 
Zanesville, 17736 Wayne Street, 
Zanesville, Indiana 46799.

Each bid shall be accompanied 
by a Certified Check or accept-
able Bidder’s Bond made payable 
to the Owner, in a sum of not less 
than five percent (5%) of the total 
amount of the highest aggregate 
proposal, which check or bond will 
be held by the Owner as evidence 
that the Bidder will, if awarded a 
contract or contracts, enter into the 
same with the Owner upon noti-
fication from him to do so within 
fourteen (14) days of said notifica-
tion.

Approved Performance and 
Payment Bonds guaranteeing 
faithful and proper performance 
of the work and materials, to be 
executed by an acceptable surety 
company, will be required of each 
Contractor at the time of contract 
execution. The bond will be in the 
amount of one hundred percent 
(100%) of the contract price and 
must be in full force and effect for a 
period of twelve (12) months from 
the date of written acceptance of 
and final payment of the work.

Failure to execute a contract 
and to furnish a Performance and 
Payment Bond as hereinafter set 
out will be cause for forfeiture to 
the Owner of the amount of money 
represented by the Certified Check 
or Bidder’s Bond, as and for liqui-
dated damages.

Bids shall be properly and com-
pletely executed on bid forms pro-
vided by the Engineer which shall 
include the Non-Collusion Affi-
davit. Each bid shall also include 
the revised Indiana Questionnaire 
Form No. 96, all as required by 
Statute.

No bids shall be withdrawn 
after the opening of bids without 
the consent of the Owner for a 
period of ninety (90) days after the 
scheduled time of receiving same.

The Owner reserves the right 
to reject any bid, or all bids, or to 
accept any bid or bids, or to make 
combination of bids as may seem 
desirable, and to waive any and all 
informalities in the bidding.

The Project Manual, Technical 
Specifications, and all bid docu-
ments can be purchased through 
ARC, 455 Fernhill Ave., Fort 
Wayne, IN 46805, Phone (260) 
483-8066, fortwayne.orders@e-
arc.com.

 TOWN OF ZANESVILLE, 
INDIANA TOWN COUNCIL, 

 By:
 Tara Bowersock,
 Clerk Treasurer

nb 7/6, 7/12 
hspaxlp

BIDDING ENDS JULY 14 - 
Online Only - Various con-
signors, seller. Advertising, 
furniture, antiques, primitives, 
artifacts, band instruments, 
Bluffton American Legion hel-
mets, stereo equipment, elec-
tronics, collectibles, sports 
memorabil ia, retai l  video 
games, tools, lawn & garden, 
household. Sale manager Rod 
Fetters, 260-557-8451, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-426-
0633, steffengrp.com.
JULY 14-JULY 21 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Dave and 
Brenda Double, seller. 40 
Year collection of trains, 2 
realistic model train railway 
layouts, professionally milled 
lumber, downsizing custom 
craft store, shop tools, porce-
lain & other dolls, antiques, fur-
niture, McCoy cookie jars, Hull 
pottery, Sure-Trac utility trailer, 
Commercial Cyclone Rake.  
Preview: July 18 from 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m., 540 W US 224, Union-
dale. Pat Carter, sale manager, 
260-273-8294, Steffen Group, 
www. steffengrp.com, 824-
3006.
JULY 16 - 2-6 p.m. ET - 
(Online) - Farm: William C. 
Lee Trust. Property Loca-
tion: 6 miles south of Angola, 
IN, along E 700 S in Pleasant 
Lake, IN. 156+/- total acres, 
tillable farmland, timber, rec-
reational, pole barn, chicken 
barn, Steuben Twp., Steuben 
Co. Tract 1: 101+/- acres. Tract 
2: 50+/- acres. Tract 3: 5+/- 
acres. Open House by appoint-
ment: Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-
2219, Jason Johnloz, 260-
273-9177. Halderman Real 
Estate & Farm Management,  
halderman.com, 800-424-
2324. 
JULY 20 - 9 a.m. Real Estate, 
9:30 Personal Property - 
Charles (Chuck) Bertsch 
Estate, owner. 3898E 400N, 
Bluffton. 1 1/2 story, 2-bed-
room home, 36x56 pole barn, 
1 acre, Lancaster Township. 
Hit & Miss engines (Fairbanks 
Morse 5 hp, Fairbanks Morse 
1½ or 2 hp, more), oil well 
display, 25-30 long guns and 
pistols, ammo, drill press, mill, 
snowblowers, trailer, M80 Mili-
tary hot water heater, chain 
saws, welders, industrial 3 
phase motors, tandem bike, 
yard tools, hand tools, Dixon 
ZTR zero turn mower, garden 
tractors, rear tine tiller, more. 
Miz Lehman Realtors/Auction-
eers, Berne, www.mizlehman.
com, 260-589-2903.
JULY 27- 10 a.m. - Elmer J. 
Jr. & Delila Mae Graber, own-
ers. 8350S 850W, South Whit-
ley. Productive, tillable land, 
home, outbuildings, Whitley 
County. Offered in 4 Tracts, 
38±A. Tract 1: 12.5±A farm-
land, soils: Pewamo, Blount 
loam, Glynwood loam. Tract 
2: 5.5±A, 7 bedroom home, 
outbuildings. Tract 3: 2±A, 
40’x90’ pole building. Tract 4: 
18±A farmland, soils: Pewamo, 
Glynwood loam, Blount loam. 
Purchase individually or com-
bination. Inspection: July 20, 
10 a.m.-noon. Sale manager, 

Ritter Cox, 260-609-3306, 
Schrader Real Estate and Auc-
tion Company, Inc., 800-451-
2709, SchraderAuction.com.
JULY 28 - 4 p.m. - Online 
Only - Multiple consignors, 
owners. 1,000+ lots! 50+ fire-
arms, long guns & hand guns, 
large selection of ammo, gun 
safe, Honda generator, hand 
tools, household items, lawn 
& garden, 300 lots of collect-
able vintage dollhouses, mini 
dollhouse furniture sets with 
accessories and much more! 
Preview July 25, 3-5 p.m., 812 
Elm Street, Decatur. Pick up 
July 29, 1-6 p.m., July 30, 9 
a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
AUGUST 11 - 6 p.m. EST - 
Jeanette Furhman & Robert 
Furhman estate, owner. 6 
p.m.:  Cape Cod style, 3 bed-
room, 3 1/2 bath, 3,093 sf, full 
basement w/Hitzer stove, Geo-
thermal w/backup LP furnace, 
Generac generator, pole barns, 
2 car attached garage, all sit-
ting on 10+/- wooded acres! 
6:30: Gator, Track loader, 
mower, 2012 Chevy Silverado, 
tractor, 3 point attachments, tilt 
bed trailer, outdoor items, hand 
& power tools, long & hand 
guns, antiques, primitives, fur-
niture, household items, more! 
Preview July 29, 5-7 p.m., 
4182 W 900 N, Decatur. Pick 
up Aug. 12, 2-6 p.m. Kruecke-
berg Auction & Realty LLC, 
260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

SUDOKU ANSWER

NOTICE
In accordance with Indiana 

Code 5-15-6-3 requiring prior 
notification to individuals when 
records will be destroyed:

Notice to any individuals born 
in the year 2002, who received 
special education services in 
Adams and/or Wells Counties. 
Please contact Adams Wells Spe-
cial Services no later than August 
9, 2024 if you wish to receive 
copies of your special education 
records. All records requested for 
pick-up and not picked up and non-
requested records for persons born 
in the year 2002 will be permanent-
ly destroyed after August 16, 2024. 
If you wish to request records, you 
must call (260)824-5880 to do so. 
Records must be picked up by 
the person who received services 
unless otherwise legally desig-
nated.

nb 6/18 through 8/7
hspaxlp

Public Notices

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

HUGE SALE JULY 12-13, 9
a.m.-5 p.m., 5975 N 600 E,
Tocsin. Hull dinnerware, old
books, collectible dolls, house-
hold, fishing stuff, much more.

PLACE A THREE day garage
sale line classified ad in the
Bluffton News-Banner and re-
ceive a free garage sale kit.
Contact the office at 125 N.
Johnson St., 260-824-0224, or
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

VEHICLES
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

SERVICES
Services MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

Pets

FOR SALE MINI

DACHSHUNDS Looking for
loving homes for mini male
and female dachshund pup-
pies they are very playful and
loving they have good
personalities.I will be giving
them their first shots and de-
worming and vet
check.Asking $750.00 260
701 0666
andyryan121@hotmail.com

THE CITY OF Bluffton Clerk
Treasurer's Office is accepting
applications for a Deputy Clerk
Treasurer. The minimum edu-
cational requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.
Application deadline is July 19,
2024.

Help Wanted Services

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

Help Wanted
EMPLOYMENT

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

New York 19 4 .826 —
Connecticut 17 5 .773 1½
Chicago 9 13 .409 9½
Indiana 9 14 .391 10
Atlanta 7 14 .333 11
Washington 6 17 .261 13

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 16 6 .727 —
Las Vegas 14 7 .667 1½
Seattle 14 8 .636 2
Phoenix 12 10 .545 4
Los Angeles 5 17 .227 11
Dallas 5 18 .217 11½

Wednesday’s Games
New York 71, Connecticut 68
Chicago 78, Atlanta 69
Washington 89, Indiana 84
Las Vegas 84, Seattle 79
Phoenix 100, Dallas 84

Thursday’s Games
New York 91, Chicago 76

Friday’s Games
Las Vegas at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Phoenix at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
New York at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Los Angeles at Dallas, 3:30 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Phoenix at Connecticut, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Washington, 3 p.m.
Indiana at Minnesota, 4 p.m.
Atlanta at Seattle, 6 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB

Baltimore 57 36 .613 —
New York 56 39 .589 2
Boston 51 41 .554 5½
Tampa Bay 46 47 .495 11
Toronto 43 50 .462 14

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Cleveland 57 35 .620 —
Minnesota 53 40 .570 4½
Kansas City 51 43 .543 7
Detroit 45 49 .479 13
Chicago 27 68 .284 31½

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Seattle 51 43 .543 —
Houston 48 44 .522 2
Texas 44 49 .473 6½
Los Angeles 38 54 .413 12
Oakland 35 60 .368 16½

Wednesday’s Games
Kansas City 6, St. Louis 4, 1st game
Chicago White Sox 3, Minnesota 1, 

1st game
Minnesota 3, Chicago White Sox 2, 

2nd game
Seattle 2, San Diego 0
Detroit 5, Cleveland 4
Chicago Cubs 4, Baltimore 0
N.Y. Yankees 2, Tampa Bay 1
Oakland 5, Boston 2
Kansas City 8, St. Louis 5, 2nd game
Houston 9, Miami 1
L.A. Angels 7, Texas 2
Toronto 10, San Francisco 6

Thursday’s Games
Detroit 10, Cleveland 1
Toronto 5, San Francisco 3
Chicago Cubs 8, Baltimore 0
Boston 7, Oakland 0
Tampa Bay 5, N.Y. Yankees 4
Miami at Houston, late
Seattle at L.A. Angels, late

Friday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers (Paxton 7-2) at Detroit 

(Skubal 10-3), 6:40 p.m.
Oakland (Harris 1-3) at Philadelphia 

(Suárez 10-3), 6:40 p.m.
Cleveland (Carrasco 3-6) at Tampa 

Bay (Bradley 3-4), 6:50 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Cole 1-1) at Baltimore 
(Povich 1-3), 7:05 p.m.

Kansas City (Ragans 5-6) at Boston 
(TBD), 7:10 p.m.

Pittsburgh (TBD) at Chicago White 
Sox (Crochet 6-6), 8:10 p.m.

Texas (Heaney 3-9) at Houston 
(Brown 6-6), 8:10 p.m.

Seattle (Woo 3-1) at L.A. Angels 
(Anderson 8-8), 9:38 p.m.

Toronto (Rodríguez 1-3) at Arizona 
(Nelson 6-6), 9:40 p.m.

Minnesota (Ryan 6-5) at San Fran-
cisco (Harrison 4-4), 10:15 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers at Detroit, 1:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Chicago White Sox, 

2:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Baltimore, 4:05 p.m.
Oakland at Philadelphia, 4:05 p.m.
Cleveland at Tampa Bay, 4:10 p.m.
Kansas City at Boston, 4:10 p.m.
Texas at Houston, 4:10 p.m.
Minnesota at San Francisco, 7:15 

p.m.
Seattle at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.
Toronto at Arizona, 10:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 61 32 .656 —
Atlanta 51 40 .560 9
New York 47 45 .511 13½
Washington 42 52 .447 19½
Miami 32 60 .348 28½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 54 40 .574 —
St. Louis 48 44 .522 5
Pittsburgh 45 48 .484 8½
Chicago 45 49 .479 9
Cincinnati 45 49 .479 9

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 55 39 .585 —
San Diego 49 47 .510 7
Arizona 46 47 .495 8½
San Francisco 45 49 .479 10

Colorado 33 61 .351 22
Wednesday’s Games

Kansas City 6, St. Louis 4, 1st game
Seattle 2, San Diego 0
Chicago Cubs 4, Baltimore 0
N.Y. Mets 6, Washington 2
Philadelphia 4, L.A. Dodgers 3
Colorado 6, Cincinnati 5
Kansas City 8, St. Louis 5, 2nd game
Houston 9, Miami 1
Milwaukee 9, Pittsburgh 0
Arizona 7, Atlanta 5
Toronto 10, San Francisco 6

Thursday’s Games
Cincinnati 8, Colorado 1
N.Y. Mets 7, Washington 0
Pittsburgh 1, Milwaukee 0
Toronto 5, San Francisco 3
Chicago Cubs 8, Baltimore 0
Philadelphia 5, L.A. Dodgers 1
Miami at Houston, late
Atlanta at Arizona, late

Friday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers (Paxton 7-2) at Detroit 

(Skubal 10-3), 6:40 p.m.
Oakland (Harris 1-3) at Philadelphia 

(Suárez 10-3), 6:40 p.m.
Colorado (Gordon 0-1) at N.Y. Mets 

(Manaea 5-3), 7:10 p.m.
Miami (Chirinos 0-0) at Cincinnati 

(Spiers 2-2), 7:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh (TBD) at Chicago White 

Sox (Crochet 6-6), 8:10 p.m.
Washington (Rutledge 0-0) at Mil-

waukee (Peralta 6-4), 8:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Hendricks 1-7) at St. 

Louis (Gray 9-5), 8:15 p.m.
Atlanta (Schwellenbach 2-4) at San 

Diego (Vásquez 2-4), 9:40 p.m.
Toronto (Rodríguez 1-3) at Arizona 

(Nelson 6-6), 9:40 p.m.
Minnesota (Ryan 6-5) at San Fran-

cisco (Harrison 4-4), 10:15 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

L.A. Dodgers at Detroit, 1:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Chicago White Sox, 

2:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis, 2:15 

p.m., 1st game

Oakland at Philadelphia, 4:05 p.m.
Colorado at N.Y. Mets, 4:10 p.m.
Miami at Cincinnati, 4:10 p.m.
Washington at Milwaukee, 4:10 p.m.
Atlanta at San Diego, 7:15 p.m.
Minnesota at San Francisco, 7:15 

p.m.
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis, 8:15 

p.m., 2nd game
Toronto at Arizona, 10:10 p.m.

Midwest League
High-A Midwest League Glance

Tuesday’s Games
Fort Wayne 7, Great Lakes 0

Wednesday’s Games
Fort Wayne at Great Lakes, ppd.
Fort Wayne at Great Lakes, ppd.

Thursday’s Games
(GM 1) Great Lakes 4, Fort Wayne 

1
(GM 2) late

Friday’s Games
Fort Wayne at Great Lakes, 7:05 

p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Thursday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Selected 

the contract of RHP Burch Smith from 
Norfolk (IL). Optioned RHP Dillon Tate 
to Norfolk. Acquired RHP Colin Selby 
from Kansas City in exchange for cash 
considerations and optioned him to 
Norfolk. Transferred RHP Kyle Bradish 
to the 60-day IL from the 15-day IL.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Rein-
stated CB Dominic Fletcher from the 
10-day IL and optioned him to Char-
lotte (IL). Reassigned LHP Jake Eder 
to Birmingham (SL).

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — 
Reinstated CF Will Brennan from the 
10-day IL. Optioned SS Gabriel Arias 

to Columbus (IL). Released RHP Wes 
Parsons.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Reinstated 
RHP Jake Bloss from the 15-day IL. 
Optioned RHP Kaleb Ort to Sugar 
Land (PCL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — 
Optioned LHP Walter Pennington to 
Omaha (IL).

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — 
Optioned RHP Jose Marte to Salt 
Lake (PCL). Recalled RHP Jack Koch-
anowicz from Rocket City (SL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Optioned 
RHP David Festa to St. Paul (IL).

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Placed 
C Tyler Soderstrom on the 10-day IL, 
retroactive to July 10. Selected the 
contract of RF Seth Brown from Las 
Vegas (PCL).

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Sent LHP 
Richard Lovelady to Durham (IL) on a 
rehab assignment.

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Recalled OF 

Alexander Canario from Iowa (IL). 
Placed OF Cody Bellinger on the 
10-day IL.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Sent 
SS Joey Ortiz to Wisconsin (ML) on a 
rehab assignment.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — 
Optioned RHP Gordon Graceffo to 
Memphis (IL).

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — 
Released OF Nick Senzel.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
DETROIT PISTONS — Signed G 

Malik Beasley.
FOOTBALL

National Football League
TENNESSEE TITANS — Agreed to 

terms with S Jamal Adams.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League
UTAH HC — Signed RW Jarome 

Iginla to a three-year, entry-level 
contract.

News-Banner Scoreboard



WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Joe Biden 
used his highly anticipated 
news conference Thurs-
day to deliver a force-
ful defense of his foreign 
and domestic policies, 
and batted away questions 
about his ability to serve 
another four years even as 
he flubbed a reference to 
Donald Trump in one of his 
first answers.

“I’m not in this for my 
legacy. I’m in this to com-
plete the job I started,” 
Biden said as he insisted his 
support among the elector-
ate was strong and he would 
stay in the race and would 
win.

Fumbles notwithstand-
ing, the president pushed 
back at every suggestion 
that was slowing down or 
showing noticeable signs of 
decline, or that he was not in 
command of the job. But he 
was facing a growing cho-
rus of calls from lawmakers, 
celebrities and other promi-
nent Democrats to step aside 
from the 2024 race.

“My schedule has been 
full bore,” he declared. “So 
if I slow down and I cant get 
the job done, that’s a sign 
that I shouldn’t be doing it. 
But there’s no indication of 
that yet — none.”

Democrats are facing an 
intractable problem. Top 
donors, supporters and key 
lawmakers are doubtful of 
Biden’s abilities to carry on 
his reelection bid after his 
disastrous June 27 debate 
performance, but the hard-
fighting 81-year-old presi-
dent refuses to give up as he 
prepares to take on Trump 
in a rematch.

“I’m determined on run-
ning but I think it’s impor-
tant that I allay fears — let 
them see me out there,” he 
said.

The first questioner of 
Biden’s press conference 
asked about him losing sup-
port among many of his fel-
low Democrats and union-
ists, and asked about Vice 
President Kamala Harris. 
Biden was at first defiant, 
saying the “UAW endorsed 
me, but go ahead,” mean-
ing the United Auto Work-
ers. But then he mixed up 
Harris and Trump, saying, 
“I wouldn’t have picked 
Vice President Trump to be 
Vice President if she wasn’t 
qualified.”

Trump weighed in live 
on Biden’s news conference 
with a post on his social 
media network of a video 
clip of the president saying 
“Vice President Trump.”

Trump added sarcasti-
cally, “Great job, Joe!”

Most of the hourlong 
press conference was vin-
tage Biden: He gave long 
answers on foreign policy 
and told well-worn anec-
dotes. He used teleprompt-
ers for his opening remarks 
on NATO, which ran about 
eight minutes. Then the 
teleprompters lowered and 
he took a wide range of 
questions from 10 journal-
ists about his mental acuity, 
foreign and domestic policy 
and — mostly — the future 
of his campaign.

“I believe I’m the best 
qualified to govern. I 
believe I’m the best quali-
tied to win,” Biden said, 
adding that he will stay in 
the race until his staff says, 
“There’s no way you can 
win.”

“No one’s saying that,” 
he said. “No poll says that.”

Earlier, Biden’s cam-
paign laid out what it sees 
as its path to keeping the 
White House in a new 
memo, saying that win-
ning the “blue wall” states 
of Wisconsin, Pennsylvania 
and Michigan is the “clear-
est pathway” to victory. 
And it declared no other 
Democrat would do better 
against Trump.

“There is also no indica-
tion that anyone else would 
outperform the president 
vs. Trump,” said the memo 
from campaign chair Jen 
O’Malley Dillon and cam-

paign manager Julie Chavez 
Rodriguez that was obtained 
by The Associated Press.

The memo sought to 
brush back “hypothetical 
polling of alternative nomi-

nees “ as unreliable and it 
said such surveys “do not 
take into account the nega-
tive media environment that 
any Democratic nominee 
will encounter.”
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras
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 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.
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Wednesday - KARAOKE
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 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN
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Home Remodel and Repair
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Primary Contracting, LLC
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Call for Spring Scheduling Today!
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Pest Services
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Marathon Oil reaches settlement with EPA for environmental violations
By STEVE KARNOWSKI 

Associated Press
The federal government 

announced a $241.5 million settle-
ment with Marathon Oil on Thurs-
day for alleged air quality viola-
tions at the company’s oil and gas 
operations on the Fort Berthold 
Indian Reservation in North Dako-
ta.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency and Department of Justice 
said the settlement requires Mara-
thon to reduce climate- and health-
harming emissions from those 
facilities and will result in over 2.3 
millions tons worth of pollution 
reduction.

“This historic settlement — 
the largest ever civil penalty for 
violations of the Clean Air Act at 
stationary sources — will ensure 
cleaner air for the Fort Berthold 
Indian Reservation and other com-
munities in North Dakota, while 
holding Marathon accountable for 
its illegal pollution,” said Attorney 
General Merrick Garland.

Marathon officials did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment. Houston-based 
Marathon operates 169 well pads 
in North Dakota, where the com-
pany extracts oil and natural gas. 

A proposed consent decree for 
implementing the settlement says 
the company does not admit any 
liability over the allegations, but 
that the two sides agree it will 
avoid litigation and serve the pub-
lic interest.

A spokesperson for the Man-
dan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation 
based at the Fort Berthold Res-
ervation did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment 
either.

While Marathon is the coun-
try’s 22nd-largest oil producer 
based on 2022 data, the federal 
agencies said, it’s also the seventh-
largest emitter of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the oil and gas indus-
try. Much of its emissions come 
from flaring, the industry practice 
of burning waste gases, including 
methane, which the EPA says is 25 
times more potent of a contribu-
tor to climate change than carbon 
dioxide. While flaring burns off 
methane and other pollutants, it’s 
not completely efficient, so sig-
nificant quantities still get released 
into the atmosphere, which the 
agencies said can have health 
impacts on nearby communities.

The settlement is part of an 
EPA climate change enforcement 

initiative that focuses in part on 
reducing methane emissions from 
oil and gas production and from 
landfills.

It calls for Marathon to elimi-
nate the equivalent of over 2.25 
million tons of carbon-dioxide 
emissions over the next five years, 
which the agencies said was tanta-
mount to taking 487,000 cars off 
the road for one year, and will also 
eliminate nearly 110,000 tons of 
volatile organic compound emis-
sions, which contribute to asthma 
and other respiratory diseases.

“This settlement is a major 
win for the health and future of 
our Tribal communities, including 
people and families who are often 
overburdened by pollution,” said 
KC Becker, the EPA’s regional 
administrator. “As a result of the 
agreement, Marathon has and will 
continue to take comprehensive 
measures to come into compliance 
and reduce harmful emissions 
across hundreds of production 
sources. These investments will 
improve air quality and reduce 
respiratory illnesses across the 
Fort Berthold Indian Reservation 
and western North Dakota.”

The agencies said the case is 
the first of its kind against an oil 

and gas producer for “violations 
of major source emissions permit-
ting requirements under the Clean 
Air Act’s Prevention of Significant 
Deterioration program.” They also 
said the $64.5 million civil penalty 
Marathon must pay is the largest-
ever penalty imposed for “sta-
tionary source violations,” which 
include facilities such as oil and 
gas tank systems.

The settlement is the largest 
of 12 similar efforts by the Biden 
administration to target emissions 
from the oil and gas industry, with 
a penalty that’s more than double 
the 11 previous settlements com-
bined, according to David Uhl-
mann, EPA assistant administrator 
for the Office of Enforcement and 
Compliance Assurance.

Marathon also agreed to invest 
$177 million in extensive compli-
ance measures, much of of it by the 
end of the year, that the agencies 
said will “significantly reduce” 
harmful emissions from 169 exist-
ing facilities on state land and on 
the reservation, as well as at new 
facilities built in North Dakota.

The settlement is part of a 
complaint and proposed consent 
decree officially filed Thursday in 
federal court in North Dakota. The 

complaint alleges that Clean Air 
Act violations at nearly 90 Mara-
thon facilities resulted in thou-
sands of tons of illegal pollution. 
And it alleges that Marathon sub-
mitted artificially low estimates of 
its emissions to avoid permitting 
requirements.

The consent decree is subject to 
a 30-day public comment period, 
but the settlement was welcomed 
by environmental watchdogs.

“It’s encouraging to see EPA 
holding Marathon accountable for 
flagrant violations of the Clean Air 
Act,” Jen Duggan, executive direc-
tor of the Environmental Integrity 
Project, said in a statement. “Fail-
ing to obtain permits for dozens of 
oil and gas operations, and releas-
ing thousands of tons of illegal air 
pollution as a result, is irrespon-
sible and endangers air quality, 
public health and the global cli-
mate. These penalties, along with 
requirements to reduce pollution, 
should send a warning signal to 
other oil companies that don’t fol-
low the rules.”

In its latest financial report, 
Marathon said it earned $297 mil-
lion in the three-month period that 
ended March 31, posting revenue 
of $1.55 billion.

Biden says he’s going to ‘complete the job’ despite calls to bow out


