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A snake in the grass
After a hibernation over the winter, “Wells” the rock snake has returned to the Wells 
County Public Library entrance. The snake was started last summer by the Wells 
County Rocks group, which place decorated rocks throughout the area as a way to 
brighten others’ days. Community members are encouraged to paint a rock with a 
design or picture and add it to the chain. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Commissioners look at road conversion line-up
By HOLLY GASKILL

Four road sections have been 
outlined as the first priority for 
summer paving by the Wells 
County Highway Department. 

Highway Supervisor Shawn 
Bonar could not attend Monday’s 

County Commissioner meet-
ing on Monday but sent an orga-
nized list of county road conver-
sion projects for review. The four 
first priority projects listed on the 
form were CR 450S from 200E to 
State Road 1, 100N from 500W to 

600W, 450E from 250S to 300S, 
and 625S from S.R. 3 to Willow 
Road. 

The commissioners plan to dis-
cuss and approve the list of proj-
ects with Bonar at their next meet-
ing, July 15.

Over 20 other projects have 
100% property owners petitioning 
for the conversion. The roads were 
prioritized due to their traffic and 
project specifications. 

Steve Kabel, who lives over 
the county line on Adams County 

Road 700 West in Decatur, advo-
cated for paving Wells CR 800E, 
telling the commissioners the road 
receives high traffic which kicks 
up a significant amount of dust 
and dirt. The dust is carried by the 

Supreme Court rules 
ex-presidents have broad 
immunity from prosecution
By MARK SHERMAN Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme 
Court on Monday ruled for the first time 
that former presidents have broad immunity 
from prosecution, extending the delay in the 
Washington criminal case against Donald 
Trump on charges he plotted to overturn his 
2020 presidential election loss and all but 
ending prospects the former president could 
be tried before the November election.

In a historic 6-3 ruling, the court’s con-
servative majority, including the three jus-
tices appointed by Trump, narrowed the 
case against him and returned it to the trial 
court to determine what is left of special 
counsel Jack Smith’s indictment.

Trump celebrated a “BIG WIN” on X. 
President Joe Biden said the justices set “a 
dangerous precedent (that) undermines the 
rule of this nation.”

The ruling reflected a muscular view 
of presidential power, and left dissenting 
judges to criticize it as undermining a core 
democratic principle that no person is above 
the law.

The court’s decision highlighted how the 
justices have been thrust into an impact-
ful role in the November presidential elec-
tion. Earlier, they had rejected efforts to bar 
him from the ballot because of his actions 
following the 2020 election. The court last 
week also limited an obstruction charge 
faced by Trump and used against hundreds 
of his supporters who stormed the Capitol 
on Jan. 6, 2021. The split among the justices 
also in many ways mirrored the political 
divide in the country.

“Under our constitutional structure of 
separated powers, the nature of presidential 
power entitles a former president to abso-
lute immunity from criminal prosecution for 

actions within his conclusive and preclusive 
constitutional authority,” Chief Justice John 
Roberts wrote for the court. “And he is enti-
tled to at least presumptive immunity from 
prosecution for all his official acts. There is 
no immunity for unofficial acts.”

The chief justice insisted that the presi-
dent “is not above the law.” But in a fiery 
dissent for the court’s three liberals, Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor wrote, “In every use of 
official power, the President is now a king 
above the law.”

Reading from her opinion in the court-
room, Sotomayor said, “Because our Con-
stitution does not shield a former president 
from answering for criminal and treasonous 
acts, I dissent.” Sotomayor said the decision 
“makes a mockery of the principle, foun-
dational to our Constitution and system of 
government, that no man is above the law.”

The protection afforded presidents by the 
court, she said, “is just as bad as it sounds, 
and it is baseless.”

Trump posted in all capital letters on his 
social media network shortly after the deci-
sion was released: “BIG WIN FOR OUR 
CONSTITUTION AND DEMOCRACY. 
PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN!”

Biden, in evening remarks from the 
White House, cited accepted restraints 
on presidential power all the way back to 
George Washington and bemoaned that 
“for all practical purposes, today’s decision 
almost certainly means that there are virtu-
ally no limits on what a president can do.”

Smith’s office declined to comment on 
the ruling.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 
denounced the ruling as “a disgraceful deci-
sion,” made with the help of the three jus-

Lawsuit alleges Iran, Syria 
and North Korea provided 
support for Hamas attack

By JENNIFER PELTZ
 and JON GAMBRELL

 Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Victims of Hamas’ 

Oct. 7 attack on Israel sued Iran, Syria and 
North Korea on Monday, saying their gov-
ernments supplied the militants with money, 
weapons and know-how needed to carry out 
the assault that precipitated Israel’s ongoing 
war in Gaza.

The lawsuit, filed in federal court in New 
York, seeks at least $4 billion in damages 
for “a coordination of extrajudicial killings, 
hostage takings, and related horrors for 
which the defendants provided material sup-
port and resources.”

Iran’s mission to the United Nations 
declined to comment on the allegations, 
while Syria and North Korea did not 
respond.

The United States has deemed Iran, Syria 
and North Korea to be state sponsors of 
terrorism, and Washington has designated 
Hamas as what’s known as a specially des-
ignated global terrorist.

Because such countries rarely abide by 
court rulings against them in the United 
States, if the lawsuit’s plaintiffs are success-

ful, they could seek compensation from a 
fund created by Congress that allows Amer-
ican victims of terrorism to receive payouts. 
The money comes from seized assets, fines 
or other penalties leveled against those that, 
for example, do business with a state spon-
sor of terrorism.

The lawsuit draws on previous court 
findings, reports from U.S. and other gov-
ernment agencies, and statements over some 
years by Hamas, Iranian and Syrian officials 
about their ties. The complaint also points to 
indications that Hamas fighters used North 
Korean weapons in the Oct. 7 attack.

But the suit doesn’t provide specific 
evidence that Tehran, Damascus or Pyong-
yang knew in advance about the assault. 
It accuses the three countries of providing 
weapons, technology and financial support 
necessary for the attack to occur.

Iran has denied knowing about the Oct. 
7 attack ahead of time, though officials up 
to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
have praised the assault.

Iran has armed Hamas as a counter to 
Israel, which the Islamic Republic has long 
viewed as its regional archenemy.

Education Scholarship Accounts 
see boosted participation 
ahead of the 2024-25 term

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The number of Hoosier families 
using an Indiana Education Scholarship 
Account — meant to help students who 
require special education services — is 
up 200% for the upcoming school year, 
the Indiana Treasurer of State announced 
Monday.

The agency said more than 50% of the 
$10 million appropriated for ESAs in the 
2024-25 academic year has already been 
committed to eligible students. The program 
application deadline is till two months away, 
on Sept. 1.

The office said that between the 2022-23 
and 2023-24 school years, the number of 
K-12 students with disabilities who applied 
for and received ESA dollars increased by 
more than 200%. 

Provider participation also increased by 
more than 130% for that same time period 
– with more joining “each week,” according 
to the treasurer’s office. 

Additionally, nonpublic schools educat-
ing ESA students increased by more than 
350% between the 2022-23 and 2023-24 
terms. 

“These numbers are proof positive that 
this program is hitting the mark with par-
ents and nonpublic schools, and our pro-
vider pool is growing across the state,” 
said Tina Kaetzel, executive director of the 
ESA program within the state treasurer’s 
office. “That provider data point is cru-
cial, because providers are significantly 
instrumental to both parents and nonpublic 
schools in providing support and services 

to customize education for our special-
needs kids.” 

Kaetzel said the ESA program is con-
tinuing to grow, noting that 20% more 
providers are registered with the program 
for the 2024-25 school year compared to 
the year prior. The number of non-public 
schools participating in the program has 
additionally grown by 50%, compared to 
the 2023-24 school year. 

“We’re seeing strong activity, with more 
applications coming each day — so parents 
will have their best chance of funding avail-
ability if they apply now,” Kaetzel said.

To be eligible for an ESA, school-aged 
Hoosiers must have an active service plan, 
Individualized Education Plan or Choice 
Special Education Plan. They must also 
have an income below 400% of the Fed-
eral Free or Reduced School Meals limit, 
according to the Indiana Department of 
Education.

Accounts set up by the state treasurer’s 
office provide each qualifying student with 
thousands of dollars for private school 
tuition and various other educational ser-
vices from providers outside of their school 
district.

Other expenses can include transporta-
tion, examinations and assessments, occupa-
tional therapy, paraprofessional or education 
aides, training programs and more.

The ESA program was created by the 
General Assembly in 2021 despite push-
back from public education advocates who 
argued that the program lacks oversight and 
takes money away from traditional public 
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In the years since the 
collapse of Tehran’s 2015 
nuclear deal with world 
powers, Iran and Israel 
have been locked in a 
shadow war of attacks 
on land and at sea. Those 
attacks exploded into 
the open after an appar-
ent Israeli attack targeting 
Iran’s embassy complex 
in Damascus, Syria, dur-
ing the Israel-Hamas war, 
which sparked Tehran’s 
unprecedented drone-and-
missile attack on Israel in 
April.

Neighboring Syria has 
relied on Iranian support to 
keep embattled Syrian Pres-
ident Bashar Assad in power 
amid a grinding civil war 
that began with the 2011 
Arab Spring protests. Like 
Iran, Syria also offered pub-
lic support for Hamas after 
the Oct. 7 attack.

North Korea denies that 
it arms Hamas. However, 
a militant video and weap-
ons seized by Israel show 
Hamas fighters likely fired 
North Korean weapons dur-

ing the Oct. 7 attack
South Korean officials, 

two experts on North Kore-
an arms and an Associated 
Press analysis of weap-
ons captured on the battle-
field by Israel point toward 
Hamas using Pyongyang’s 
F-7 rocket-propelled gre-
nade, a shoulder-fired weap-
on that fighters typically use 
against armored vehicles.

The lawsuit specifically 
cites the use of the F-7 gre-
nade in the attack as a sign 
of Pyongyang’s involve-
ment.

“Through this case, we 
will be able to prove what 
occurred, who the victims 
were, who the perpetrators 
were — and it will not just 
create a record in real time, 
but for all of history,” said 
one of the attorneys, James 
Pasch of the ADL, also 
called the Anti-Defamation 
League. The Jewish advoca-
cy group frequently speaks 
out against antisemitism and 
extremism.

Hamas fighters killed 
around 1,200 people, most-
ly civilians, and abducted 

about 250 during the Oct. 7 
attack. Israel invaded Gaza 
in response. The war has 
killed more than 37,000 
Palestinians, according to 
the Gaza Health Ministry. It 
doesn’t say how many were 
civilians or fighters.

The lawsuit was filed on 
behalf of over 125 plain-
tiffs, including the estates 
and relatives of people who 
were killed, plus people 
who were physically and/or 
emotionally injured. All are 
related to, or are themselves, 
U.S. citizens.

Under U.S. law, foreign 
governments can be held 
liable, in some circum-
stances, for deaths or inju-
ries caused by acts of terror-
ism or by providing mate-
rial support or resources for 
them.

The 1976 statute cited 
in the lawsuit, the Foreign 
Sovereign Immunities Act, 
is a frequent tool for Ameri-
can plaintiffs seeking to 
hold foreign governments 
accountable. In one exam-
ple, a federal judge in Wash-
ington ordered North Korea 

in 2018 to pay $500 mil-
lion in a wrongful death suit 
filed by the parents of Otto 
Warmbier, an American col-
lege student who died short-
ly after being released from 
that country.

People held as prison-
ers by Iran in the past have 
successfully sued Iran in 
U.S. federal court, seeking 
money earlier frozen by the 
U.S.

The new lawsuit joins a 
growing list of Israel-Hamas 
war-related cases in U.S. 
courts.

Last week, for example, 
Israelis who were taken 
hostage or lost loved ones 
during Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack 
sued the United Nations 
agency that aids Palestin-
ians, claiming it has helped 
finance the militants by pay-
ing agency staffers in U.S. 
dollars and thereby funnel-
ing them to money-changers 
in Gaza who allegedly give 
a cut to Hamas.

The agency, known as 
UNRWA, has denied that it 
knowingly aids Hamas or 
any other militant group.
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Road conversion line-up Weather
Tuesday, July 2, 2024

(24-hour observations at 11:40 p.m. Monday at the Fort 
Wayne International Airport)

High: 75; Low: 50; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.62  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 85. Southeast 

wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 70. South 

wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Wednesday: A slight 

chance of showers, then 
showers likely and possibly 
a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. 
Partly sunny, with a high 
near 88. Southwest wind 
around 15 mph, with gusts as 
high as 25 mph. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Wednesday Night: Showers likely and possibly a thun-
derstorm before 8 p.m., then a chance of showers and thun-
derstorms after 8 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 70. 
West wind around 5 mph. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Independence Day: A chance of showers and thunder-
storms, then showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
after 2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 81. Chance 
of precipitation is 60%. New 
rainfall amounts between a 
tenth and quarter of an inch, 
except higher amounts pos-
sible in thunderstorms. 

Thursday Night: Show-
ers likely and possibly a thunderstorm before 2 a.m., then 
a chance of showers and thunderstorms after 2 a.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 68. Chance of precipitation is 
60%.

Friday: A 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 84.

Friday Night: A 20% chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 65.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 80.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 61.
Sunday: A 20% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 

Mostly sunny, with a high near 84.
Sunday Night: A slight chance of showers and thunder-

storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 66.
Monday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. Most-

ly sunny, with a high near 85.
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breeze into Kabel’s yard, 
so much so that it looks 
“almost like snow,” he 
said. The mile, 800E from 
U.S. 224 to CR 750N, was 
included in a second priority 
group of road sections.

The commissioners — 
with Commissioner Jeff 
Stringer attending via Zoom 
— recognized the request 
but said they were limited 
by available funding. 

“We have the list, now 

we have to have all the 
things lined up for funding,” 
said Commissioner Blake 
Gerber. 

Meanwhile, the commis-
sioners approved a Com-
munity Crossings Matching 
Grant application for Bridge 
65 on Jeff Road over the 
Salamonie River. 

Also during the meeting, 
the commissioners approved 
$16,500 for the Wells Coun-
ty Historical Society for 
the upcoming year. This 

increased from $12,500 
in 2023, but President Jim 
Sturgeon said the museum 
has experienced increased 
insurance and utility costs. 
In approving the request, 
Gerber complimented the 
group’s frugalness over the 
years. 

Sturgeon said the group 
was also planning to com-
plete a series of repairs for 
the museum, estimated at 
$30,000, and they plan to 
fundraise for the cost. 

“We work real hard at 
preservation and education 
and hope to continue to 
do that,” said Lynn Elliot 
of the Historical Society. 
“And we appreciate the 
fact that you’re working 
with us to make that hap-
pen.”

The Wells County Histor-
ical Museum will also host 
their annual ice cream social 
from 2-5 p.m. on Sunday, 
July 21. 

holly@news-banner.com

tices that Trump appointed.
“It undermines SCOTUS’s cred-

ibility and suggests political influence 
trumps all in our courts today,” the 
New York Democrat said on X.

The justices knocked out one aspect 
of the indictment. The opinion found 
Trump is “absolutely immune” from 
prosecution for alleged conduct involv-
ing discussions with the Justice Depart-
ment.

Trump is also “at least presumptive-
ly immune” from allegations that he 
tried to pressure Vice President Mike 
Pence to reject certification of Demo-
crat Joe Biden’s electoral vote win on 
Jan. 6, 2021. Prosecutors can try to 
make the case that Trump’s pressure 
on Pence still can be part of the case 
against him, Roberts wrote.

The court directed a fact-finding 
analysis on one of the more striking 
allegations in the indictment — that 
Trump participated in a scheme to 
enlist fake electors in battleground 
states won by Biden who would falsely 
assert that Trump had won. Both sides 
had dramatically different interpreta-
tions as to whether that effort could be 
construed as official, and the conser-
vative justices said determining which 
side is correct would require additional 
analysis at the trial court level.

Roberts’ opinion further restricted 
prosecutors by prohibiting them from 
using any official acts as evidence in 
trying to prove a president’s unofficial 
actions violated the law. One example 
not relevant to this case but which 
came up in arguments was the hypo-
thetical payment of a bribe in return for 
an ambassadorial appointment.

Under Monday’s decision, a for-
mer president could be prosecuted 
for accepting a bribe, but prosecutors 
could not mention the official act, the 
appointment, in their case.

Justice Amy Coney Barrett, who 
joined the rest of Roberts’ opinion, 
parted company on this point. “The 
Constitution does not require blinding 
juries to the circumstances surrounding 
conduct for which Presidents can be 
held liable,” Barrett wrote.

She also described as unnecessary 
the analysis of the fake electors claim. 
“I see no plausible argument for bar-

ring prosecution of that alleged con-
duct,” Barrett wrote.

The work of figuring out how to 
proceed will fall to U.S. District Judge 
Tanya Chutkan, who would preside 
over Trump’s trial.

Trump still could face a trial, said 
Notre Dame law professor Derek 
Muller. “But the fact remains that it is 
almost impossible to happen before the 
election.”

David Becker, an election law 
expert and the executive director of the 
nonprofit Center for Election Innova-
tion and Research, called the breadth 
of immunity granted to Trump “incred-
ibly broad” and “deeply disturbing.”

“Almost anything that a president 
does with the executive branch is char-
acterized as an official act,” he said on 
a call with reporters following the rul-
ing. He said that “for any unscrupulous 
individual holding the seat of the Oval 
Office who might lose an election, the 
way I read this opinion is it could be 
a roadmap for them seeking to stay in 
power.”

The ruling was the last of the term, 
and it came more than two months 
after the court heard arguments, far 
slower than in other epic high court 
cases involving the presidency, 
including the Watergate tapes case.

The Republican former president 
has denied doing anything wrong and 
has said this prosecution and three oth-
ers are politically motivated to try to 
keep him from returning to the White 
House.

In May, Trump became the first for-
mer president to be convicted of a felo-
ny, in a New York court. He was found 
guilty of falsifying business records to 
cover up a hush money payment made 
during the 2016 presidential election to 
a porn actor who says she had sex with 
him, which he denies. He still faces 
three other indictments.

Smith is leading the two federal 
inquiries of the former president, both 
of which have led to criminal charg-
es. The Washington case focuses on 
Trump’s alleged efforts to overturn the 
2020 election after he lost to Biden. 
The case in Florida revolves around the 
mishandling of classified documents. 
A separate case, in Georgia, also turns 
on Trump’s actions after his defeat in 

2020.
If Trump’s Washington trial does 

not take place before the 2024 election 
and he is not given another four years 
in the White House, he presumably 
would stand trial soon thereafter.

But if he wins, he could appoint an 
attorney general who would seek the 
dismissal of this case and the other 
federal prosecution he faces. He could 
also attempt to pardon himself if he 
reclaims the White House. He could 
not pardon himself for the conviction 
in state court in New York.

The Supreme Court that heard the 
case included three justices appoint-
ed by Trump — Neil Gorsuch, Brett 
Kavanaugh and Barrett — and two 
justices who opted not to step aside 
after questions were raised about their 
impartiality.

Thomas’ wife, Ginni, attended 
the rally near the White House where 
Trump spoke on Jan. 6, 2021, though 
she did not go the Capitol when a 
mob of Trump supporters attacked it 
soon after. Following the 2020 elec-
tion, she called the outcome a “heist” 
and exchanged messages with White 
House chief of staff Mark Meadows, 
urging him to stand firm with Trump as 
he falsely claimed that there was wide-
spread election fraud.

Justice Samuel Alito said there was 
no reason for him to step aside from 
the cases following reports by The 
New York Times that said flags simi-
lar to those carried by the Jan. 6 riot-
ers flew above his homes in Virginia 
and on the New Jersey shore. His wife, 
Martha-Ann Alito, was responsible 
for flying both the inverted American 
flag in January 2021 and the “Appeal 
to Heaven” banner in the summer of 
2023, he said in letters to Democratic 
lawmakers responding to their recusal 
demands.

Before the Supreme Court got 
involved, a trial judge and a three-judge 
appellate panel had ruled unanimously 
that Trump could be prosecuted for 
actions undertaken while in the White 
House and in the run-up to Jan. 6.

Chutkan ruled against Trump’s 
immunity claim in December. In her 
ruling, Chutkan said the office of the 
president “does not confer a lifelong 
‘get-out-of-jail-free’ pass.”

schools.
During the 2024 legis-

lative session, a top state 
Republ ican lawmaker 
floated a bill to eliminate 
the ESA program — in 
favor of a new grant pro-
gram that would allow all 

Hoosier families, regard-
less of income, to choose 
where their students get 
educated. 

The proposal did not 
advance, but discussion 
around the measure pre-
viewed possible legislative 
momentum in 2025.
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Supreme Court rules

Scholarship
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Indiana’s Rep. Spartz charged with bringing 
gun through airport security, officials say

NDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Indiana 
Republican U.S. Rep. Victoria Spartz 
has been charged with bringing a fire-
arm through airport security, authori-
ties said Monday.

Spartz, 45, was charged with a 
Class 1 misdemeanor under Virginia 
law, the Metropolitan Washington Air-
ports Authority said Monday.

A TSA spokesperson said officers 
detected an unloaded .380-caliber fire-
arm in Spartz’s carry-on during pas-
senger security screening on Friday at 
Washington Dulles International Air-
port.

Her office said in a statement that 
Spartz mistakenly carried an unloaded 
handgun in the pocket of her suitcase 
while going through security on her 
way to a meeting of the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
Parliamentary Assembly in Europe.

“Rep. Spartz was issued a citation 
and proceeded on her international 
flight,” the statement said.

TSA allows passengers to travel 
with a firearm but it must be declared 
with the airline and packed in a hard-
sided case in the passenger’s checked 
baggage. Firearms are prohibited at 

security checkpoints.
The charge carries up to a year in 

jail and a $2,500 fine if convicted.
The two-term congresswoman from 

central Indiana won a contentious and 
competitive primary in May after she 
had said in 2023 that she wasn’t going 
to run again.

Spartz — a Trump-aligned, Second 
Amendment touting Republican — is 
the first Ukrainian-born member of 
Congress. However, she recently voted 
against sending war aid to the country, 
a reversal from her position when Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine.



By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Multiple Republican 
campaigns and committees 
that received political dona-
tions from disgraced former 
Clark County Sheriff Jamey 
Noel said they have no plans 
to return or donate those 
dollars elsewhere — while 
numerous others are keep-
ing mum, distancing them-
selves from Noel altogether.

Noel, a prominent Hoosier 
Republican himself, currently 
faces more than two dozen 
felony charges for allegedly 
misusing money from the fire 
and EMS departments which 
he oversaw.

Of the more than $100,000 
he’s contributed to GOP can-
didates and campaigns since 
2008, per state and federal 
campaign finance records, 
investigators now allege at 
least $33,000 made in Noel’s 
name actually came from 
public funds he misappropri-
ated between 2020 and 2023.

The donations — made 
through WinRed, a Repub-
lican fundraising platform 
— were earmarked to cam-
paigns for former President 
Donald Trump, the Indiana 
State Republican Commit-
tee, Congresswoman Erin 
Houchin, and others.

The former sheriff is 
accused of using credit cards 
from New Chapel EMS and 
the Utica Township Volun-
teer Firefighters Association 
to fund his and his family’s 
lifestyle — spending mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars 
on cars, planes, vacations, 
cigars, clothing and other 
luxury purchases.

Separate from the crimi-
nal filings, Indiana Attorney 
General Todd Rokita is also 
seeking to force Noel, as 
well as his wife Misty and 
their daughter, Kasey, to pay 
back more than $4 million.

Noel is currently await-
ing trial, scheduled for 
November, in the Scott 
County Jail. Though he 
completed a 60-day sen-
tence in June for contempt 
of court, his bond amount 
was increased to $1.5 mil-
lion a day after new charg-
es — some related to the 
WinRed donations — were 
levied against him.

Investigation reveals
 thousands to WinRed
Details about Noel’s 

WinRed contributions came 

to light last month, when 
six new charges were filed 
against him — five for theft 
and one for money laun-
dering – amid an ongoing 
investigation.

Dollars donated via 
WinRed can be earmarked 
for particular candidates and 
campaigns, at both the fed-
eral and state levels, across 
all 50 states. It’s a similar 
platform to the Democratic 
Party’s ActBlue.

Federal Election Com-
mission records, in con-
junction with the new court 
filings, show Noel made 
approximately $20,518.72 
in donations between 2020 
and 2023.

Investigators allege the 
donations were charged to 
the Utica Township Vol-
unteer Fire Fighters Asso-
ciation’s American Express 
Card linked to a Fifth Third 
Bank Account.

Additionally, Noel is 
accused of using public 
funds to contribute another 
$8,902.56 through Apple 
Pay, PayPal and Venmo 
donations. When contribut-
ing, Noel used his name as 
the contributor — not the 
firefighter’s association, 
according to court docu-
ments.

The contributions made 
via WinRed allegedly 
totaled $33,121.28 — about 
a third of all political contri-
butions on record by Noel.

WinRed did not respond 
to the Capital Chronicle’s 
multiple requests for com-
ment.

It’s not yet clear what 
might happen to the dona-
tions made with misappro-
priated taxpayer dollars.

The Trump campaign 
— which received at least 
$7,000 from Noel through 
WinRed — also did not 
respond to numerous 
requests for comment.

Kelly Loeffler, a former 
U.S. senator from Georgia 
whose campaign was in 
receipt of $1,250 from Noel 
in 2020, additionally did not 
reply to questions about the 
donations.

Holcomb unwilling to 
redirect donations, for now

Among Hoosier politicos, 
Republican Gov. Eric Hol-
comb has received the lion 
share of campaign dona-
tions made by Noel over the 
last two decades. State and 

federal records tally at least 
$33,622 to Holcomb across 
his campaigns for both U.S. 
Senate and governor. None 
of those dollars came from 
WinRed, however.

Holcomb has repeatedly 
maintained he never know-
ingly accepted political dona-
tions or non-nominal travel, 
gifts or otherwise from Noel 
— which could have been 
paid for with stolen taxpayer 
dollars. He said allegations 
against his close friend and 
associate are “so surprising.”

The governor told the 
Capital Chronicle that his 

“understanding” was that 
Noel’s donations, specifical-
ly, were “all above board.”

“This is not the first time 
that this scenario has unfold-
ed,” Holcomb said, large-
ly referring to campaign 
contributions he formerly 
received from online charter 
school scandal donors.

The scheme came to light 
in 2020, revealing that near-
ly $70 million in taxpayer 
funds from the Pike Town-
ship Educational Founda-
tion went to campaigns 
and committees for various 
Hoosier Republicans.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituar-

ies free of charge for “local” deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include 
the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of 
death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of 
calling hours and services and the name of the funeral home handling 
arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, 
or if the deceased does not meet the definitions of a “local” person, 
there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will 
coordinate obituary publication.

Police NotebookMolly A. Beavans, 51
Molly A. Beavans, 51, of rural 

Poneto, Chester Township in 
Wells County, passed away at 
8:48 a.m. on Saturday, June 29, 
2024, at Stillwater Hospice in Fort 
Wayne. She was born Wednes-
day, Nov. 1, 1972, in Muncie. She 
married Eric L. Beavans on Satur-
day, July 24, 2004, in Muncie.

 Molly was a graduate of Mun-
cie Southside High School. She 
earned her associate degree at 
Ball State University and Ivy Tech. 
Molly worked as a physical therapy assistant at Markle 
Health and Rehabilitation and as a home healthcare 
therapist in Blackford and Wells counties. Formerly, 
she had operated a dog grooming business in Bluff-
ton. Molly enjoyed camping, riding horses, exercising 
and attending sporting events. She especially enjoyed 
spending time with her family.

Molly is survived by her husband, Eric L. Beavans 
Poneto; son, Wyatt M. Beavans; daughters, Erika Lynn 
Beavans, Sydney Rene (Kevin) Ramseyer, Warren, and 
Chloe Ann (Cullen) Taflinger, Muncie; grandchildren, 
Weston Ramseyer, Brooks Taflinger and Jolee Taflinger; 
father, Robert Samuel Marshall, Muncie; mother, Karen 
L. Marshall, Muncie; sister, Candy (Tim) Abbott, Muncie; 
brother, Doug (Misty) Marshall, Muncie; and mother-in-
law, Irma Beavans of rural Poneto.

She was preceded in death by her grandson, Wade 
Allen Ramseyer and her father-In-law, Dave Beavans.

There will be a celebration of life at the family resi-
dence at 6823 S. 200 W. Poneto, IN, on Saturday, July 
6, 2024, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

Preferred memorials may be sent to the family for the 
Blackford County Animal Shelter and/or the Southern 
Wells Athletic Department to be used for the basketball 
and/or golf programs. 

Arrangements are being handled by Walker & Glancy 
Funeral Home in Montpelier.

Online condolences may be made at www.glancyfu-
neralhomes.com

Thelma Irene (Myers) Hill, 102
Thelma Irene (Myers) Hill, 102, 

of rural Markle, went to be with 
the Lord on Sunday morning, 
June 30, 2024, at Bluffton Region-
al Medical Center. Born April 28, 
1922, in Williams County, Ohio, at 
her late parents’, Ethel and Alva 
Myers, home on the farm.

She married A. Herbert Hill on 
Dec. 7, 1941, and shared 50 years 
together until his death, Jan. 8, 
1992. They moved to Wells Coun-
ty to buy their first farm in 1946. 
Thelma has resided in Wells Coun-
ty for 78 years.

She cherished being with her family, enjoyed reading, 
playing cards, games, knitting, crocheting and helped 
her husband with farming. She taught Sunday school 
and visited her church family when they were in nurs-
ing homes. When her six children were married, she 
made and decorated their wedding cakes. She made 
the flower girls, bridesmaids and maid or honors dress-
es for several of the weddings. She loved the hunting 
and fishing trips with her husband. After retirement, 
they spent their winters in Arizona for 12 years.

Thelma is survived by her children, Gerry Hill (Sherry), 
Janet Fox (Tom), Gwen Shady (Bud), Donna Bergman 
(Chris), Duane Hill (Debby, deceased), Marilyn Thrasher 
(Steve); 14 grandchildren; three step-grandchildren; 29 
great-grandchildren; 11 step-great-grandchildren; 22 
great-great-grandchildren with one due August; five 
step-great-great-grandchildren; and several nieces and 
nephews.

She is preceded in death by her husband, A. Her-
bert Hill of 50 years; her parents; her brothers, How-
ard, Myrl, Raymond and Donald; her daughter-in-law, 
Debby (Gaunt) Hill; and granddaughter, Abby (Hill) 
Helmke.

Visitation will take place from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Fri-
day, July 5, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral 
Home in Bluffton and for one hour prior to the service. 

Funeral Services will take place at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 6, 2024, at the funeral home with Pastor Mark Wil-
son officiating. Burial will follow at Horeb Cemetery in 
Uniondale. 

Memorials may be made in Thelma’s memory to 
Friends Who Care Cancer Relief Foundation and can be 
directed to the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funer-
al Home in Bluffton. Friends can send online condolenc-
es to the family at www.thomarich.com.

OBITUARIES

INVEST FOR 
THE FUTURE

BUSINESS OR PERSONAL

Kim Gentis
Financial Advisor
Financial Advisor Wealth 

Management Professional

(260)824-8070
 kim.gentis@raymondjames.com

1245 N. Main St., Blu� ton, IN 46714
Investment Advisory Services are o� ered through 
Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

401(k)s  | Asset Management  | Bonds
College Planning  | UITs  | Financial Planning  | Insurance & Annuities

IRAs  | Stocks  | Personalized Goal Planning  | Mutual Funds
Pension & Pro� t Sharing Plans  | Research  | Retirement Planning

Rick Johnloz: 260.827.8181 . Neal Wolheter: 260.336.2219
Jason Johnloz: 260.273.9177 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 6 miles south of Angola, IN along E 700 S in 
Pleasant Lake, IN 46779 in Steuben Twp, Steuben Co.

Open House by appointment, 
contact us below:

TILLABLE FARMLAND . TIMBER . RECREATIONAL 

POLE BARN . CHICKEN BARN . STEUBEN CO, IN

A uctionA uction
ONLINE at halderman.com

     Auctioneer: Russell D. Harmeyer  
     IN Auct. Lic. #AU10000277,  
HRES IN Auct Lic.#AC69200019,  
HLS#RAJ-13013, Farm: William C. Lee Trust

Tuesday, July 16 th,  2:00 pm - 6:00 pm ET

800.424.2324   |   halderman.com

Tract 1: 101+/- Acres .  Tract 2: 50+/- Acres .  Tract 3: 5+/- Acres 

total 
acres156+/- 
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● Apply in person
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● Apply in person

FCC (Adams) is a World Leader
in clutch technology.
- An equal opportunity employer -
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FCC (Adams) is a World Leader
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● Apply at www.fcc-na.com

●  Apply in person
 

FCC (Adams) is a World Leader
in clutch technology.
- An equal opportunity employer -

HIRING 
Full-time

$18.93/hour and 
up to $21.01/hour

Text our recruiters!
1-260-849-2305

FCC (Adams), LLC

FCC (Adams) is a World Leader in 
clutch technology.
 -An equal opportunity employer-

● Apply on Indeed
Scan our QR Code

INCIDENTS
County:
Friday, 5:38 p.m., 1200N 

500W, Bluffton. Report of a 
loose pig in the area.

Friday, 6:25 p.m., South 
100W and 400S, Bluffton. 
Report of a can in same loca-
tion for several hours.

Saturday, 10:45 a.m., 
3800E S.R. 124, Bluffton. 
Subject reported fraud via 
credit card.

Saturday, 8:26 p.m., 
South 600W and 700S, War-
ren. Report of trailer that 
came loose from truck, strik-
ing a pole.

Saturday, 10:15 p.m., 
800W S.R. 218, Poneto. Car 
versus deer.

Saturday, 10:55 p.m., 
7200N 300W, Markle. 
Report of subjects letting off 
fireworks.

Sunday, 12:21 a.m., 
3900E 900S, Keystone. 
Caller complained of fire-
works in the area. Subjects 
advised to postpone the fes-
tivities until the fourth.

Sunday, 11:59 a.m., 60 

block of Sunrise Way, Bluff-
ton. Report of threatening 
from boyfriend.

Sunday, 12:23 p.m., 
5900 North Miller Street, 
Uniondale. Report of dog 
crying, welfare check 
requested. Dog was fine, 
just kenneled while owner 
was in church as he likes to 
eat furniture while people 
practice faith.

Sunday, 5:44 p.m., 6500E 
100N, Bluffton. Report of 
several goats and pigs in the 
roadway.

Sunday, 6:28 p.m., 6900 
North Lincoln Avenue, 
Uniondale. 18-year-old 
requested help contacting 
adoptive mom who kicked 
her out and will not give her 
documents to get her ID or 
a job. Advised to contact an 
attorney.

Monday, 12:48 a.m., 
4200 South Meridian Road, 
Bluffton. Subject spoke 
to law enforcement about 
threats from her brother. The 
messages were reportedly 
not threatening, and the call-

er appeared to be the instiga-
tor.

Ossian:
Saturday, 12:07 a.m., 

Woodcreek Drive and S.R. 
1, Ossian. Driver cited for 
speeding.

Sunday, 1:50 a.m., S.R. 
1 and East 1200N, Ossian. 
Tarp removed from roadway.

Sunday,  2:32 a.m., 
1100W 1200N, Ossian. Call-
er reported party with drug 
use from pregnant woman 
and several others.

Sunday, 11:36 p.m., 400 
block of North Jefferson 
Street, Ossian. Caller report-
ed subject burning items 
that produced a thick black 
smoke. Subjects advised of 
what they could and could 
not burn.

Monday, 7:57 a.m., 
1100N S.R. 1, Ossian. 
Report of an unwanted 
party.

ARRESTS
Andres Alejandro Parra 

Urdaneta, 20, Bluffton; 
operating without ever 
obtaining license, a Class C 

misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

Jayana Lamia Herman, 
24, Fort Wayne; probation 
violation, a Level 5 felony. 
No bond set.

Ricki Abram Parson, 24, 
Roann; theft, a Level 6 felo-
ny. Bond set at $5,000.

Matthew Tyler Elston, 41, 
Warren; driving while sus-
pended — prior, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

Amilcar Jimenez, 42, 
Bluffton; operating with-
out ever obtaining license, 
a Class C misdemeanor. 
Booked and released.

Yusendy Beatriz Parra 
Vera, 34, Bluffton; operating 
a vehicle with a ACE of .15 
of more and operating while 
intoxicated, both Class A 
misdemeanors. Bond set at 
$1,500.

Emily D Mitchell, 48. 
Madisonville, Kentucky; 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Level 6 felony, and 
possession of paraphernalia, 
a Class C misdemeanor.

Most candidates not returning thousands in 
political donations by disgraced sheriff Jamey Noel

Ouabache State Park
4830 E SR 201, Bluffton, IN 46714, 260-724-0926
Interpretive Naturalist: Lydia Ade

Thursday, July 4
10 a.m.: Bison feeding at the Bison Enclosure and meet 

the new baby.
1 p.m.: Patriotic Pinwheel construction  at the Campview 

Shelter in celebration of Independence Day.
2 p.m.: Nature’s Nightlights, meeting at the Campview 

Shelter to learn all about Indiana fireflies and other critters 
that glow in the dark.

Friday, July 5
4:30 p.m.: Phenoligy Friday meeting at the Trails End 

Shelter to study the seasons and how things change—look-
ing for birds, mammals, plants and more. Bring binoculars 
with hiking boots desired.

8 p.m.: Bat Chat meeting at the Campview Shelter to 
learn about nighttime neighbors and their unique adapta-
tions.

Saturday, July 6
10 a.m.: Bison Feeding meeting at the Bison Enclosure.
12:30 a.m.: Bike Decorating, meeting at the Trails End 

Shelter to decorate bikes for parade.
1 p.m.: Bike Parade leaving the Trails End Shelter to 

show off decorated bikes and ride with Smokey the Bear to 
the Campview Shelter to Smokey’s Birthday Party.

1:30 p.m.: Smokey Bear’s Birthday Party, meeting at the 
Campview Shelter  for photos and to enjoy a cupcake treat.

Sunday, July 7
Scavenger Hunt: Pick up the “clues” at the park office 

and return at the end of the day for a prize. The park office is 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Interpretive programs at Ouabache 
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By The Associated Press
Today is Tuesday, July 

2, the 184th day of 2024. 
There are 182 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On July 2, 1964, Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed into law a sweeping 
civil rights bill passed by 
Congress prohibiting dis-
crimination and segregation 
based on race, color, sex, 
religion or national origin.

Also on this date:
In 1776, the Continental 

Congress passed a resolu-
tion saying that “these Unit-

ed Colonies are, and of right 
ought to be, free and inde-
pendent States.”

In 1881, President James 
A. Garfield was shot by 
Charles J. Guiteau at the 
Washington railroad station; 
Garfield died the following 
September. (Guiteau was 
hanged in June 1882.)

In 1962, the f irst 
Walmart store opened in 
Rogers, Arkansas.

In 1976, the U.S. 
Supreme Court, in Gregg v. 
Georgia, ruled 7-2 that the 
death penalty was not inher-
ently cruel or unusual.

Today in History

The Family and Social Services 
Administration (FSSA) is arguably the 
most important agency in state gov-
ernment. And it is crucial that they get 
upcoming July changes right.

Many of their services — from 
medical coverage to childcare and 
food assistance — are the difference 
between life and death for struggling 
Hoosiers.

The behemoth agency is the 
second-largest in terms of employ-
ees, with 4,305 (behind 
only the Department of 
Correction with 5,219) 
and serves literally mil-
lions of men, women and 
children on Medicaid and 
other programs.

And it’s going to be a busy July 1 for FSSA. They 
have not one, but three significant changes rolling out. 
All of the changes have an important factor in common 
— money.

Spending on health and human services in Indiana is 
$26 billion in the 2024-25 fiscal year. That includes both 
state and federal dollars and equals 51% of all appro-
priations. By comparison, education is 29% of spending 
at $14.8 billion in state and federal tax dollars.

Of the Health and Human Services category, about 
78% is the Medicaid program.

So, when a forecasting error found a nearly $1 bil-
lion shortfall in the Medicaid program last year, it sent 
shockwaves through state government. I want to be 
clear — no money was lost or misplaced. Experts pre-
dicted Medicaid costs would be $1 billion less than they 
actually were. Kind of like when you think your electric 
bill is going to be lower, and you are shocked when it 
arrives in the mail.

The shortfall was covered immediately through use 
of a Medicaid reserve account and tapping Indiana’s 
substantial surplus.

Preparing for the future
But lawmakers and state officials are now wrestling 

with the long-term problem of how to keep those costs 
from eating up more of the state budget than it already 
does. That has led to a number of changes:

• The first is a proposed $300 million in cuts to 
Medicaid. While there are several changes occurring, 
the cut that has gotten the most attention is a shift in 
how they pay parents of medically complex disabled 
children to provide attendant care. The change to struc-
tured family caregiving is set to go into effect July 1 
despite families reporting that numerous issues remain 
unresolved. Other changes include halting expected 
reimbursement rate increases for providers.

• Another major change is transitioning its current 
long-term supports and services offerings to managed 
care, meaning the state will pay Managed Care Entities 
(MCEs) a flat rate to cover member health benefits rath-
er than individually paying for claims. This means that 
an estimated 130,000 Hoosiers over the age of 60 using 
Medicaid will now have an MCE coordinate their health 
coverage under the state’s Pathways for Aging program. 
The change, which also goes into effect July 1, impacts 
services such as home health aides and nursing home 
care. The move is expected to save the state money and 
make future costs more predictable, though it is unclear 
how much savings the state will see.

• The last major change is that the state will start 
charging premiums again to some Medicaid benefi-
ciaries. The state waived the cost-sharing require-
ment, otherwise known as POWER Accounts, in early 
2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic. But on July 
1, Medicaid beneficiaries in the Healthy Indiana Plan 
(HIP), Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
and MedWorks will get a bill — many of them for the 
first time, if they enrolled during or after the pandemic. 
A late Thursday court ruling was still being digested on 
this matter.

Some of these changes are painful but necessary, and 
I hope the transitions go well. But I equally hope FSSA 
will be open to delays if Hoosiers are getting lost in the 
shuffle of the cost-saving measures.

It’s not a weakness to hold off on major change to 
ensure you get it right. It’s the right thing to do, espe-
cially when you have fragile children and senior citizens 
paying the price.

Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, a non-
profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle.com

A big month for FSSA 
has real life consequences

Niki
Kelly

Hoosier
Opinions

President Biden’s lieutenants want to write off his 
dismal debate performance on Thursday as one bad 
night and are calling on Democrats to buck up and 
fight. But many in the party (and more in the world of 
commentary) think Biden should drop out and open 
the way for a new nominee, lest the president’s weak-
ness open the door wide to the disastrous return of 
Donald Trump.

Neither view fully grasps the depth of the mess 
Democrats, and the country, are in. Biden defenders 
underestimate the potential long-term damage of the 
president’s debate performance, which was designed 
to show that the 81-year-old was up to the job and did 
just the opposite. But those who’d like to hurtle full 
speed ahead to an open convention vastly underesti-
mate how hard it will be to pull off.

The voices most certain that Biden should leave 
the race include many who said long ago that Biden 
should not to run again. They feel vindication. Alas 
for Biden, they have reason to. The people most 
shocked by Thursday (and I’m one of them) were 
those who felt he was up for one more campaign 
and had proven his mettle in his State of the Union 
address and other outings.

It turned out that a debate is not like a prepared 
speech or the occasional interview. Biden had trouble 
landing even easy punches or executing well-prepared 
attack lines coherently. Heck, sometimes he struggled 
to finish sentences. This was not like the debate losses 
of former presidents Barack Obama or George W. 
Bush.

The cascade of demands on Biden to hang it up 
was thus inevitable, and his team would be foolish to 
resort to catcalls against hand wringers and nervous 
nellies. People cannot unsee what they have already 
seen. Biden needs to own just how damaging that per-
formance was.

But romanticizing a magical solution to the prob-
lem the party faces is a mistake, too. If Biden with-
drew, the party would face two core decisions: first, 
whether to nominate Vice President Harris, and if 
not, whom it should pick from a list of hopefuls who 
could easily run to a dozen alternatives.

Unless Harris decided to stay on as the vice-
presidential candidate, the up-or-down decision on 
her future would be deeply divisive. And a free-for-
all compressed into a short period would limit the 
amount of vetting a nominee would go through and 
could reopen ideological conflicts that Biden was 
largely able to pacify. (These are Democrats, after all.) 
Sure, it could be exciting. It could also be chaotic.

It also doesn’t help Democrats to say that it’s 
Republicans who should look at Trump’s debate 

performance — his cascade of blatant 
lies, his refusal to answer questions, his 
plain lack of patriotism — and demand 
that he withdraw. Of course they should. 
But they won’t. The point is to defeat 
Trump.

So what should be done? I’m with those 
saying Biden needs a painful reckoning 
with himself over whether his best contri-
bution to history now is to soldier on, or to 
help a leader from the next generation see 
his fight for the soul of America through. 
Biden has a formidable legacy rooted in a 
presidency characterized by responsibil-
ity, decency and real accomplishment. If his staying 
in the race allows Trump back into power, Biden will 
destroy that legacy.

But with Biden apparently determined to tough it 
out — the campaign put out a list of politicians reaf-
firming their support Saturday afternoon — the presi-
dent’s future will be settled by the polls. If they show 
the debate caused Biden real damage, pressure on him 
to drop out will move from private alarm to public 
demands. If the numbers don’t change much, he’ll 
likely get through this.

If he does, he owes those who support him a clear 
strategy for undoing Thursday’s damage. He needs to 
do televised interviews, including many in less than 
friendly settings. He’ll have to step up his campaign 
appearances, offering more speeches along the lines 
of his energetic performance in North Carolina on 
Friday.

He should make a major commitment to doing all 
he can to strengthen the campaigns of Democratic 
House and Senate candidates, the most vulnerable of 
whom have more reason than anyone to worry about 
the electoral impact of a weakened Biden. He needs 
to use last week’s demonstration of the Supreme 
Court’s radical right-wing activism to underscore the 
long-term impact of the choices voters will be making 
this November. If Democrats lose both the Senate and 
the White House, the damage to the judiciary over a 
generation will be catastrophic.

Above all, Biden and those around him need to 
understand that this is not about them, their touchi-
ness over who has underestimated the president in the 
past or who is loyal and disloyal. Every decision he 
makes from now on, including whether he remains in 
the contest, must prove he means what he says about 
the grave danger Trump poses to our democracy. His 
legacy depends upon it, and the country needs to be 
able to depend upon him.

Follow E.J. Dionne @EJDionne on X

E.J. 
Dionne

What Biden owes his country if he stays in

How foreign cartoonists saw the American debate

Brazil

Jordan Netherlands

India

Beware Gretchen Whitmer
In 1960, the New York 

Yankees fired their legend-
ary manager Casey Stengel 
for being too old. “I’ll never 
make the mistake of being 70 
again,” Stengel quipped. 

If Democrats dump Joe 
Biden, the president might 
want to say the same thing 
about being 81. 

The biggest loser of the 
debate, besides the president 
himself, was First Lady Jill 
Biden. 

One assumes that she was 
the one with the most influence on 
her husband’s foolhardy decision to 
run for a second term, and could have 
persuaded him to stand down last 
year and give Democrats time to have 
a normal nomination process. 

Instead, she went along with the 
hubristic delusion that an already 
unsteady 80-something could serve in 
the most demanding job on the planet 
until ... January 2029.

Now, the bodyguard of lies of 
Democrats and much of the left-of-
center media that had protected Joe 
Biden from questions about his fit-
ness for office has finally fallen away. 

Still, there’s no mechanism to 
force him out of the race unless he 
and Jill make the decision them-
selves. 

If Biden does exit, suddenly Don-
ald Trump isn’t running against an 
octogenarian considered too old for 
a second term by a super-majority 
of Americans prior to his debate 
debacle.

The natural heir is the 
vice president. Kamala Har-
ris has many weaknesses, 
but, at a youthful 59 years 
old, frailty is not one of 
them. As a historic nominee 
and a progressive Democrat, 
she would be the beneficiary 
of deliriously favorable cov-
erage in glossy magazines 
and much of the elite media, 
at least initially. 

On the other side of the 
ledger, she’s as unpopular 
as Biden and would be 

saddled with the administration’s 
record. She’s a terrible boss and is 
utterly charmless. Biden has held up 
pretty well in the Rust Belt states, 
when Harris would probably give up 
ground there. An upside of Biden’s 
age is that he seems too old to be a 
radical. Harris, though, is a progres-
sive from central casting, combining 
the politics of Elizabeth Warren with 
the charisma of Al Gore. 

Even with the age issue neutral-
ized, Trump would be favored over 
her, so it’s not clear how much Demo-
crats would gain by making a painful 
switchero. If Biden goes, it will be an 
admission that he was a failure and 
that Democrats have been lying about 
his condition for years -- not an auspi-
cious basis for launching a new can-
didate, who, by the way, won’t have 
won any votes in a primary or caucus. 

Getting to a stronger potential 
candidate requires bypassing Harris, 
which involves its own complica-
tions. Is an identity-politics-obsessed 

party really going to pass over the 
first African-American female vice 
president of the United States?

Even if it can, an alternative pre-
sumably wouldn’t be the unanimous 
choice of a Democratic convention, 
creating chaos at an event typically 
choreographed to drive the message 
of a presumptive nominee.

If Democrats can somehow 
work through all of this, someone 
like Gretchen Whitmer would be a 
much tougher opponent for Trump 
on paper. She’s a young, relatively 
popular governor in the key swing 
state of Michigan. She wouldn’t have 
to answer directly for any of Biden’s 
failures and has a history of present-
ing herself in campaigns as a non-
ideological Democrat. “Fix the damn 
roads” was her slogan when she first 
ran for governor. 

Any somewhat conventional Dem-
ocrat would have better odds against 
Trump than Biden. It’d be easier for 
such a candidate to make the race all 
about Trump, something Biden want-
ed to do, but is going to be impossible 
after his catastrophic debate. 

The likelihood, though, is that 
Democrats won’t find a way to push 
aside Biden. At the end of the day, by 
going along with the deceptions about 
his mental and physical state and hop-
ing that the public somehow wouldn’t 
notice, Democrats chose to hire Joe 
Biden at age 81. They presumably 
won’t make that mistake again, but it 
may well be too late for 2024. 

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry
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Getting to know a little about the Yoder children
I am amazed by how much life 

changes and how little I find out 
about those shifts on a day-to-day 
basis

This past weekend we had the 
opportunity of hosting a friend of 
mine from my girlhood years. I 
hadn’t seen her for years. Much 
has happened since then, she is 
now married and has four little 
children including a set of two-
year-old twin girls. My friend and I 
enjoyed catching up in each other’s 
lives, and one afternoon we even 
got to babysit their children while 
they as parents were in a meeting.

Caring for other little ones is 
a rich joy to me now that we no 
longer have any in the infant and 
toddler stages. We no longer have 
pacifiers and baby toys scattered 
around, nor are we pacing the floor 
with a crying newborn. Infant car 
seats and high chairs are a thing of 
the past. Those days are now shift-
ing into playing ball, water fights, 
and working together.

And when we get to babysit for 
another busy mom, I have helpers 
on all sides ready to devote their 
own type of love to visiting little 
ones. The children enjoy dreaming 
of having an orphanage some day. 
For now I feel like I have some 
more batteries to recharge.

Our children, ranging from ages 
3 to 12, also show more and more 
of their personalities, their likes and 
dislikes. It takes channeling- many 
times it feels like it takes more than 
I can dish out. I keep telling myself 
that everything taught and trained 
now will make a difference in their 
future- down to picking up their 

own clothes! A while ago I told the 
boys I really don’t like the thought 
of their future wife (if God would 
give them one) to have to pick up 
after them. “If I don’t train you, 
I’ll only cause extra work for your 
partners!”

I heave a little sigh, I know I 
won’t hit every area squarely, so 
we’ll just keep doing our best and 
move on to the next moment, and 
the next, and the next. Life is lived 
by taking the situation at hand, 
trust God to take us through, then 
move on to the next.

Recently, when Julia attended a 
hymn conference in Pennsylvania 
for a couple of days, I realized how 
much I depend on her. The other 
children had to step up to the plate 
and help fill in. I’m now trying to 
figure out how to keep developing 
the other children with things they 
can do for the family and not miss 
the opportunity of teaching the 
younger ones responsibility. Seems 
the youngest children tend to fall 
through the cracks in learning how 
to shoulder their share of the load. 
Any ideas?

And then, children are all so 
different! What clicks with one 
is a trial to the next. I dearly love 
every one of them. When I think 
of areas where others accepted and 
loved me, it motivates me to do the 
same for our little ones. And when 
I think of the years of struggling 
with despising myself, I know it’s 

worth the effort it takes.
Everyone has a story; everyone 

has an idea. And yes, every one 
counts on the Lord.  

Julia, 12, is naturally precise in 
all she does and finds satisfaction 
in learning new things and meet-
ing new people. Austin 9, is full of 
life and energy, along with a very 
tender side who enjoys the chal-
lenge of taking care of children 
and often ends up being a favor-
ite to little children coming to our 
house. Hosanna, who just turned 
8 is full of ideas and is not afraid 
to try new things. Jesse, 6, has 
many brainstorms, big stories, and 
a voice to match it. Elijah, 6, who 
is four months younger than Jesse, 
is more reserved and enjoys many 
things his daddy liked to do when 
he was a boy, such as playing ball 
or anything that takes aim. Joshua 
who will turn four this week, driz-
zles his own sweetness over our 
family, we especially enjoy listen-
ing to him voice his own thoughts 
and ideas. His curly blonde hair are 
a delight to him since Daddy also 
had hair like that when he was a 
boy. 

The children all seem to enjoy 
working in the kitchen. Last week 
several of them were helping me 
make a zucchini casserole. They 
were impressed with cranking the 
zucchinis through the king cutter 

and offered to shred some extra 
for me. More than once, when we 
needed a quick meal, I grabbed the 
container of zucchini and fried it in 
a bit of bacon drippings and added 
whatever I happened to have on 
hand, which is usually something 
like onions, peppers, mushrooms, 
and meat of some sort, and what-
ever seasoning strike my fancy at 
the moment. Topping it with shred-
ded cheese is an added luxury to 
us.

The casserole we made is one 
of those dishes we don’t get tired 
of right away, plus it’s easier for 
me than the zucchini patties since 
those require more work just 
before the meal
Zucchini Hamburger Casserole.

3 eggs
3 tablespoons butter, melted or 

bacon drippings (opt)
1/2 cup flour
1 1/2 teas baking powder
1/2 teas salt
1/4 cup chopped onion (opt)
1/2 cup chopped peppers (opt)
2 cups shredded zucchini
2 cups fried meat of your choice 

(opt)
1 cup shredded cheese of your 

choice
Beat together eggs and butter, 

add flour, salt, and baking powder.
Mix well, then add remaining 

ingredients. Place in a greased 9 
inch baking dish. If desired sprin-
kle with black pepper and parsley.

Bake at 350 until set.

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

We are now getting ready 
for our Lions Club Summer 
Festival that will be held on 
Saturday, July 27.

The car show begins 
at 8:30 a.m. with registra-
tions to noon. Awards are 
at 2 p.m. This happens at 
the Tower Life Center’s 
upper parking lot. Trophies 
will be given to winners 
of the judging. There will 
be a 50/50 drawing. Dash 
plaques will be given to the 
first 50 entries. The McCoys 
will have a hula-hoop con-
test and line dancing as they 
DJ the show.

The parade begins at 10 
a.m. You can call Tara at 
760-6070 for information 
and entry.

Craft and flea markets 
may be set up either at the 
Tower Life Center or at the 
Lions Club Park by calling 
Melba at 638-4327.

There will be a townwide 
garage sale so contact 705-
0534 to be listed on this for 
both Friday and Saturday. 
Breakfast and lunch will be 
served at the Church of God 
at their sale on Friday.

At the ballpark will be: 
Church of God pancakes 
and sausage and later brats 
and onion rings. The Lions 
will have ice cream sun-
daes/floats in the clubhouse. 
There will possibly be a 
baseball game.

You can catch the free 
Camelot Carriage Horse and 
Wagon ride sponsored by 
the Churches of Zanesville. 
Sis & Bub’s, County Line 
Pizza & Pub, and the Green 
Door Studio will be open 
downtown.

For more information 
go to these Facebook sites: 
Zanesville Lions Club 
Summer Festival, Town of 
Zanesville, Tower Life Cen-
ter.

Phone contact numbers 
are Melba Edwards at 260-
638-4327 or 417-8982.

Our condolences to the 
Walmsley Family. Jean Gar-
land (Saufley) Walmsley, 
92, passed away June 14.

Lafayette Central High 
School looses two former 
graduates. Doris Donaghy 
Jones, 97, passed away June 
12, and Marjorie Grover, 99, 
passed away June 10.

Zanesville News by Melba Edwards

Philharmonic on tour
On Saturday night the Fort Wayne Philharmonic presented their Patriotic Pops concert at 
the Clock Tower in Berne with lots of Wells county residents spotted in the audience. The 
concert was conducted by Assistant Conductor Caleb Young. Above, while the Philhar-
monic musicians played songs representing  each of the armed services Conductor Young 
ran through the large audience shaking the hands of veterans and their family members. 
(Photos by Barbara Barbieri)

Angola Balloons Aloft: 
July 12-13, Angola High 
School for hot air balloon 
competition. 30 balloons 
at night illuminations, car 
show, food and entertain-
ment, free. Info at angola-
balloonaloft.com.

Three Rivers Festival: 
July 12-20, Headwaters Park 
in Fort Wayne, free. Info at 
threeriversfestival.org

Circus City Festival: 
July 13-20, Peru, admission 
charged for some events. 
Info at perucircus.com.

St. Joe Pickle Fest: July 
18-20, Riverdale School in 
St. Joe celebrating Sechler’s 
Pickles. Food, music and 
more. Info at st.joeindiana.
org/pickle-festival.

Quilters Hall of Fame 
Celebration: July 18-20, 
926 S. Washington St., 
Marion. Exhibits, vendors, 
workshops, lectures and 
induction of newest honor-
ees, admission charged. Info 

at quiltershalloffame.net.
Berne Swiss Days: July 

25-27, food, vendors, enter-
tainment, parade, free. Info 
at swissdaysberne.com

Fort Wayne Pride: July 
26-27, Headwaters Park, 
two stages of entertainment, 
vendors and food, admission 
charged. Info at fwpride.org.

Rolling into Roanoke: 
July 27, downtown. Over 
500 cars, special attractions. 
info at rollingintoroakoke.
com.

Farm Wagon 
on Tuesdays

The Community 
Harvest Farm Wagon 
visits Life Community 
Church every Tuesday 
at 9 a.m. to give FREE 
fresh food to needy 
families. The church 
address is 428 S. Oak 
St. in Bluffton. Enter 
the parking lot at the 
south entrance off of 
Oak Street and park fac-
ing North.

July Festivals in Indiana
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The Supreme Court on 
Monday kept on hold efforts 
by Texas and Florida to 
limit how Facebook, Tik-
Tok, X, YouTube and other 
social media platforms regu-
late content posted by their 
users in a ruling that strong-
ly defended the platforms’ 
free speech rights.

Writing for the court, Jus-
tice Elena Kagan said the 
platforms, like newspapers, 
deserve protection from 
governments’ intrusion in 
determining what to include 
or exclude from their space. 
“The principle does not 
change because the curated 
compilation has gone from 
the physical to the virtual 
world,” Kagan wrote in an 
opinion signed by five jus-
tices. All nine justices agreed 

on the overall outcome.
The justices returned the 

cases to lower courts for 
further review in broad chal-
lenges from trade associa-
tions for the companies.

While the details vary, 
both laws aimed to address 
long-standing conservative 
complaints that the social 
media companies were lib-
eral-leaning and censored 
users based on their view-
points, especially on the 
political right. The cases are 
among several this term in 
which the justices are wres-
tling with standards for free 
speech in the digital age.

The Florida and Texas 
laws were signed by Repub-
lican governors in the 
months following decisions 
by Facebook and Twitter, 
now X, to cut then-President 

Donald Trump off over his 
posts related to the Jan. 6, 
2021, attack on the U.S. 
Capitol by his supporters.

Trade associations repre-
senting the companies sued 
in federal court, claiming 
that the laws violated the 
platforms’ speech rights. 
One federal appeals court 
struck down Florida’s stat-
ute, while another upheld the 
Texas law. But both were on 
hold pending the outcome at 
the Supreme Court.

While the cases are com-
plicated, said First Amend-
ment expert and Notre Dame 
Law School professor Rich-
ard W. Garnett, the justices 
were clear on two things:

“First, the First Amend-
ment protects what we 
choose to say, but also what 
we choose not to say, sup-

port, or endorse. That is, the 
freedom of speech includes 
editorial judgment. This is 
true whether the speaker is 
a lone individual or a large 
media company,” he said. 
“Second, the government 
is not permitted to regulate 
speakers simply to pro-
duce what the government 
thinks would be a better, or 
more diverse, marketplace 
of ideas. What’s on offer in 
that marketplace is, in the 
end, up to us.”

In a statement when he 
signed the Florida measure 
into law, Gov. Ron DeSantis 
said it would be “protection 
against the Silicon Valley 
elites.”

When Gov. Greg Abbott 
signed the Texas law, he 
said it was needed to pro-
tect free speech in what 

he termed the new pub-
lic square. Social media 
platforms “are a place for 
healthy public debate where 
information should be able 
to flow freely — but there 
is a dangerous movement by 
social media companies to 
silence conservative view-
points and ideas,” Abbott 
said. “That is wrong, and we 

will not allow it in Texas.”
But much has changed 

since then. Elon Musk pur-
chased Twitter and, besides 
changing its name, elimi-
nated teams focused on con-
tent moderation, welcomed 
back many users previously 
banned for hate speech and 
used the site to spread con-
spiracy theories.
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Israel orders Palestinians to flee Khan Younis, signaling likely new assault
By MOHAMMAD JAHJOUH, 

SAMY MAGDY 
and JULIA FRANKEL 

Associated Press
KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip 

(AP) — The Israeli army ordered 
a mass evacuation of Palestin-
ians from much of Khan Younis 
on Monday, a sign that troops are 
likely to launch a new ground 
assault into the Gaza Strip’s sec-
ond-largest city.

The order suggests Khan You-
nis will be the latest target of 
Israel’s raids into parts of Gaza it 
had previously invaded in the war, 
as it pursues regrouping Hamas 
militants. Much of Khan Younis 
was destroyed in a long assault 
earlier this year, but large numbers 
of Palestinians had moved back to 
escape another Israeli offensive in 
Gaza’s southernmost city, Rafah.

The evacuation came as Israel 
released the director of what was 
once Gaza’s largest hospital after 
holding him for seven months 
without charge or trial. Israel 
alleged the hospital had been 
used as a Hamas command cen-
ter, which he and other Palestinian 
health officials have denied. The 
doctor said he and other detainees 
were held under harsh conditions 
and tortured.

The decision to release Moham-
med Abu Selmia raised questions 
over Israel’s claims surrounding 
Shifa Hospital, which Israeli forc-

es have raided twice since the start 
of the war with Hamas. The hospi-
tal was left severely damaged after 
the raids.

Abu Selmia’s release triggered 
an uproar across Israel’s political 
spectrum. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s office called it “a grave 
mistake.” Government ministers 
and opposition leaders expressed 
outrage and insisted Abu Selmia 
played a role in Hamas’ alleged use 
of the hospital — although Israeli 
security services rarely unilaterally 
free prisoners if they have a suspi-
cion of militant links.

Khan Younis evacuation
Monday’s evacuation order 

covered the eastern half of Khan 
Younis and a large swath of the 
Gaza Strip’s southeast corner. Ear-
lier in the day, the army said a bar-
rage of rockets out of Gaza was 
fired from Khan Younis.

As night fell, streams of civil-
ians trudged on foot beside a 
steady flow of vehicles as people 
began making their way out of 
the evacuation zone. A woman 
dragged a rolling suitcase with a 
little girl riding on top. Others car-
ried a few crucial belongings — 
mattresses, clothing, plastic buck-
ets for washing, an electric fan. 
Trucks were piled high with pos-
sessions and furniture.

“We received a message on our 
mobile phones” to evacuate, said 
one displaced woman Zeinab Abu 

Jazar, holding back tears. “Look at 
these children, how they walk. We 
did not find a car to ride in.”

Israel told people to move to 
Muwasi, a coastal area designated 
by the Israeli army as a safe zone 
and which has become filled with 
crowded and unsanitary tent camps.

The order suggested a new 
assault into Khan Younis was 
imminent. Israeli forces fought 
for weeks in Khan Younis earlier 
this year and withdrew, claiming 
to have destroyed Hamas battal-
ions. But in other places where the 
military has made similar claims, 
renewed raids have underscored 
Hamas’ capabilities.

Last week, the military ordered 
an evacuation from the north Gaza 
district of Shijaiyah, and intensive 
fighting has followed.

Netanyahu said Monday that 
the military was “making prog-
ress toward ending the phase of 
the destruction of Hamas’ terror 
army.” But he said forces will con-
tinue to “target their remains going 
forward.”

More fighting in the Khan You-
nis area could further hamper Pal-
estinians’ access to much-needed 
potable water. Included in the 
evacuation zone is a water line that 
Israel installed following criticism 
over its cutoff of water to the strip 
early in the war.

Also in the zone is the area 
surrounding the Kerem Shalom 

crossing, the major aid crossing 
to southern Gaza, and an aid route 
inside the territory that Israel has 
said it would safeguard.

Most of Gaza’s population of 
2.3 million have fled their homes, 
with many displaced multiple 
times. Israeli restrictions, fight-
ing and the breakdown of public 
order have hindered the delivery 
of humanitarian aid, fueling wide-
spread hunger and sparking fears 
of famine.

U.N. Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres said the new evacu-
ation order “just shows yet again 
that no place is safe in Gaza” for 
Palestinian civilians. “It’s another 
stop in this deadly circular move-
ment that the population in Gaza 
has to undergo on a regular basis,” 
he said in a statement calling for a 
cease-fire.
Shifa Hospital director’s release

The decision to release Abu 
Selmia and 54 other Palestinian 
detainees back into Gaza appeared 
to be meant to free up space in 
overcrowded detention centers. 
Since the start of the war, Israeli 
forces have detained thousands 
of Palestinians from Gaza and the 
occupied West Bank. Many are 
being held without charge or trial 
in what is known as administrative 
detention.

“Our detainees have been sub-
jected to all kinds of torture behind 
bars,” Abu Selmia told a news 

conference. “There was almost 
daily torture.”

He said guards used batons to 
beat detainees and terrorized them 
with dogs. He said some detainees 
had limbs amputated because of 
poor medical care. He said a beat-
ing caused his head to bleed and 
guards broke his finger.

The allegations could not be 
independently confirmed but 
matched other accounts of Pal-
estinians who have been held 
in Israeli custody. There was no 
immediate response from the pris-
on service, which has denied simi-
lar accusations.

Israeli forces raided Shifa 
Hospital in November, alleging 
that Hamas had created an elabo-
rate command and control center 
inside. Abu Selmia and other staff 
denied the allegations and accused 
Israel of recklessly endangering 
thousands of patients and displaced 
people sheltering there. Abu Sel-
mia was detained on Nov. 22.

After its first raid on Shifa 
Hospital, the military uncovered 
a tunnel beneath it leading to two 
empty rooms, as well as evidence 
that militants had brought wound-
ed hostages to the facility. But the 
evidence fell short of showing an 
extensive base as claimed. Israel 
has since raided other Gaza hospi-
tals on similar allegations, forcing 
them to shut down or dramatically 
reduce services.

Supreme Court casts doubt on Florida, Texas laws to regulate social media platforms
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By The Associated Press
Paul George is going back to the East-

ern Conference, and surely has made Joel 
Embiid very happy in the process.

George will sign a four-year, $212 mil-
lion contract with the Philadelphia 76ers, 
a person with knowledge of the move told 
The Associated Press early Monday. The 
person spoke on condition of anonymity 
because the deal cannot be finalized until 
July 6 by NBA rule.

The move was finalized a few hours 
into the start of NBA free agency, but 
Embiid — Philadelphia’s center and the 
2022-23 NBA MVP — began planting the 
seeds for this at least a couple weeks ago. 
He and George made a television appear-
ance together during the NBA Finals, one 
where the Philadelphia center suggested 
he’d like to see the veteran wing join him 
with the 76ers.

And it happened. The Los Angeles 
Clippers, now George’s former team, 
said earlier Sunday night that he would 
not be back with them going forward — 
and from there, it was just a matter of 
the nine-time All-Star working out terms 
with the 76ers.

Klay Thompson is moving on from 
the Golden State Warriors, with the four-
time league champion agreeing to join 
the Western Conference champion Dal-
las Mavericks and change franchises for 
the first time in his 13-year NBA career, 
according to two people with knowledge 
of the decision. ESPN and The Athletic 
first reported the multiteam deal, which 
as currently constructed will be executed 
as the sign-and-trade of a three-year, $50 
million contract involving the Warriors, 

Mavericks and Charlotte Hornets, accord-
ing to people who spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on condition of anonymity 
because the agreement has not been pub-
licly announced. Thompson is sixth on 
the NBA’s all-time 3-pointers made list 
with 2,481.

Jayson Tatum has agreed to a five-
year, $314 million contract extension to 
remain with the Boston Celtics, a per-
son with knowledge of the situation told 
The Associated Press. The new pact will 
begin with the 2025-26 season and keep 
the five-time All-Star in Boston through 
2029-30 season, according to the person 
who spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because it has not been announced. When 
completed Tatum’s new, “supermax” con-
tract will become the largest in NBA his-
tory, supplanting the one signed last off-
season by teammate Jaylen Brown, when 
he inked a five-year deal that will pay 
him up to $304 million.

Meanwhile, James Harden is staying 
with the Clippers on a two-year contract 
that includes a player option, a person 
with knowledge of that decision told AP 
earlier Sunday.

Harden’s deal — which could be worth 
up to $70 million if he opts into 2025-26 
— was agreed upon in principle before 
free agency technically started, said the 
person who spoke to AP on condition of 
anonymity because neither Harden nor the 
Clippers had announced the agreement.

Harden, a 10-time NBA All-Star, aver-
aged 16.6 points and 8.5 assists last sea-
son for the Clippers, who will move into 
their new Intuit Dome home when this 
coming season starts.

The Home Run Derby is altering its for-
mat. This year’s event limits the number of 
pitches each hitter can face in each round 
and changes the setup of its opening round. 
Each hitter will get either three minutes or 
40 pitches in the opening round and sem-
finals. Hitters will get two minutes or 27 

pitches in the championship round. The top 
four hitters from the opening round will 
advance to the semifinals. The previous 
format had hitters competing in one-on-one 
quarterfinal, semifinal and championship 
matchups. The Home Run Derby is July 15 
at Arlington, Texas.

By STEPHEN WHYNO and JOHN 
WAWROW, AP Hockey Writers

The Nashville Predators made a huge 
splash when free agency opened Monday 
by signing Stanley Cup champion forwards 
Steven Stamkos and Jonathan Marchessault 
in a series of moves topping $100 million 
that made Smashville the center of atten-
tion on a record-setting, billion-dollar day 
across the NHL.

Stamkos left Tampa Bay after 16 sea-
sons, two Cup titles and two additional trips 
to the final to sign a four year, $32 million 
contract with Nashville.

“By no means did I ever envision that a 
day like today would happen, but it did,” 
Stamkos said. “It was definitely a bitter 
pill to swallow when it really started to 
materialize that it wasn’t going to work in 
Tampa.”

Stamkos turned to the Predators, made 
his decision and got a call from Marches-
sault asking if he was signing with them 
too, worried it was one or the other. “He 
said, ‘No Stammer, I’m coming, too,’” 
Stamkos recalled.

Marchessault got $27.5 million for the 
next five seasons less than 13 months since 
earning playoff MVP honors in leading 
Vegas to its first championship. The two 
will have company: Defenseman Brady 
Skjei signed with Nashville for seven years 
and $49 million, and Scott Wedgewood 
came in at $3 million for two years to back 
up franchise goaltender Juuse Saros.

OTHER DEALS
On the first day of free agency, teams 

committed a record $1.12 billion in con-
tracts as more than 100 players changed 
teams. The total — the most ever spent in 
any single day of free agency, according to 
CapFriendly — is a direct result of the sal-
ary cap jumping to $88 million per team, 
the first big increase since before the pan-
demic.

“A lot of cash,” Toronto GM Brad Tre-
living said. “There were some really good 

players available. You saw teams be aggres-
sive, and lots of players changed teams.”

Tyler Bertuzzi and Teuvo Teravainen 
agreed to contracts with Chicago on Mon-
day, providing a major offensive lift for the 
rebuilding Blackhawks on the first day of 
NHL free agency. Bertuzzi received a $22 
million, four-year deal, and Teravainen’s 
agreement is worth $16.2 million over three 
seasons. The Blackhawks also reached 
deals with goaltender Laurent Brossoit, 
forwards Pat Maroon and Craig Smith, and 
defensemen Alec Martinez and T.J. Brodie. 
The team re-signed forward Joey Anderson 
to a $1.6 million, two-year contract.

Jake Guentzel signed a $63 million, sev-
en-year contract with Tampa Bay after they 
acquired his rights from Carolina over the 
weekend, opting to pay him big money at 
age 30 rather than Stamkos at 34.

Fresh off helping Florida win the Stan-
ley Cup, defenseman Brandon Montour 
signed a $50 million, seven-year contract 
with Seattle, and the Kraken added former 
Golden Knights center and ‘23 champion 
Chandler Stephenson for $43.75 million 
over the same length of time. The Panthers’ 
exodus included Oliver Ekman-Larsson and 
Anthony Stolarz to Toronto, Ryan Lomberg 
to Calgary and Kevin Stenlund to Utah.

Vancouver signed former Bruins winger 
Jake DeBrusk for $38.5 million over seven 
years.

Boston signed center Elias Lindholm to 
a seven-year contract worth $54.25 million 
and gave defenseman Nikita Zadorov $30 
million for the next six seasons.

 New Jersey continued to build a play-
off-worthy roster, signing a pair of defense-
men, Brett Pesce for six-years and $33 mil-
lion and Brenden Dillon for three years and 
$12 million, and forward Stefan Noesen for 
three years and $8.25 million.

San Jose signed forwards Tyler Toffoli 
for $24 million over four years and Alex-
ander Wennberg for two years and $10 mil-
lion.

NHL free agency headlines 
Stamkos to the Predators, 
Blackhawks make moves

NBA’s free agency Day 2 makes 
big splashes: George to Philly, 
Thompson to Mavs, Tatum max

Champions
Two of Bluffton’s city teams won their baseball league and tournament championships 
over the weekend. At top, the KOA Campground team won the Junior League tournament 
championship and American Division. Members of the team are from left to right, front 
row: Boone Sprunger, Bear Sprunger, Wes Kunkel, Karter Gerber, Nolan Fields and Ryan 
Mcpherson; second row: Riker Beste, Keegan Brubaker, Kole Kiefer, Parker Christal and 
Jeff Bell; third row: Ben Sprunger, Mike Christal, Eric Kiefer and Bill Mettler. At bottom, the 
National Oil team won the Farm League tournament and division championship. Members 
of the team are from left to right, front row: Boone Sprunger, Harry Kunkel, Bo Sprunger, 
Aiden Pangburn and Pheniox Edwards; second row: Kaleb Hartman, Carter Creager, Kar-
son Brooksher and Jake Hoffack; back row: Ben Sprunger, Jeremy Hartman, Stacy Her-
rold, Kurtis Brooksher and Skip Edwards. Not pictured: Jace Swann. (Photos provided)

Pennville Soccer League 
holds tournament weekend, 
wraps up its ninth season

Pennville's Soccer League finished its 
ninth season with the end-of-the-year tour-
nament at Pennville Park over the weekend. 
Thirty-eight goals were scored during the 
festivities by 19 different players.

Due to lightning, the games were moved 
from Saturday and Sunday. Below are the 
results and the final goal leaders.

Stinger Division
Game 1: A Place to Grow Wasps 8, 

AgBest Express Bees 0. Kenna Penrod six 
goals, Harper Love two goals.

Championship Game: A Place to Grow 
Wasps 3, Patriot Sportswear 2. Kenna Pen-
rod three goals, Raelyn McClain two goals.

Scoring leaders: Kenna Penrod 18 goals, 
Mabel Leonhard (11), Raelyn McClain (8), 
Grant Cosner and Oan Kaehr (6).

Space Division
Game 1: Vinson Rental 2, Properties Gal-

axy Ohio Valley Gas Stars 1 (OT). Carter Love, 
Raul Martinez and Vinny New one goal each.

Game 2: Dave's Heating and Cooling 
Asteroids 3, New Beginnings Holiness 
Church Rockets 1. Owen Ehrhart two goals, 
Eden Lee and Paizley Murphy one goal.

Game 3: Bro Shadow Meteors 3, Vinson 
Rental Properties Galaxy 2. Liam Phipps 

two goals. Neymar Carreno, Love and Mar-
tinez one goal each.

Championship Game: Bro Shadow 
Meteors 4, Dave's Heating and Cooling 
Asteroids 1. Neymar Carreno four goals, 
Owen Ehrhart one goal.

Scoring leaders: Neymar Carreno 18 
goals, Liam Phipps (10), Own Ehrhart (9), 
Raul Martinez (5).

Wild Cat Division
Game 1: Portland Insurance Cougars 3, 

Pennville General Store Tigers 1.
Lyle Beiswanger, Mason Edmonds, 

Alivia McClain and Kendrick Teegarder one 
goal each.

Game 2: Penrod Monuments Jaguars 1, 
POET Biorefining Cheetahs 0. Gabrielle 
Gibson one goal.

Game 3: WPGW Lions 1, Portland Insur-
ance Cougars 0. Jackson Westgerdes one 
goal.

Championship Game: Penrod Monu-
ments Jaguars 1, WPGW Lions 1. Jaguars 
win in a shootout by Casten Penrod. Sam 
Gibson and Karsen Kuhn one goal each.

Scoring leaders: Lyle Beiswanger 12 
goals), Charlee Peterson (7), Blake Jellison, 
Karen Kuhn and Jax McClain (6).

Home Run Derby issues change



By JACK THOMPSON 
Associated Press

PHOENIX (AP) — Cait-
lin Clark had 15 points, 12 
assists and nine rebounds 
and the Indiana Fever rallied 
for an 88-82 victory over the 
Phoenix Mercury on Sun-
day.

Clark was one rebound 
shy of a triple-double, yet 
finished just 4 of 14 from 
the field and 2 of 10 from 
3-point range. But she made 
a pair of free throws with 
19.9 seconds to play to put 
the Fever up three. Indiana 
had trailed by as many as 15 
in the first half.

Kelsey Mitchell’s basket 
with 35 seconds left gave 
Indiana the lead for good. 
She made two free throws 
with 12.9 seconds to seal it. 
Mitchell scored 16 points, 
all in the second half.

Aliyah Boston had 17 
points and eight rebounds 
and NaLyssa Smith added 
12 points and 15 rebounds 
for the Fever, who closed 
out June 7-4 after going 1-8 
in May. Temi Fagbenle had 
10 points for Indiana.

“When the challenges 
came, we stepped up and 
we attacked them head-on. 
I couldn’t be more proud 
of my entire team,” Fever 
coach Christie Sides said.

ark played all but 33 sec-
onds in the game despite not 
feeling well, Sides said.

Brittney Griner scored 24 
points, Diana Taurasi had 19 
and Natasha Cloud added 15 
for Phoenix.

Kahleah Copper, who 
entered Sunday third in the 
WNBA at 22.7 points per 
game, scored just seven 
points on 3-of-15 shooting 

before fouling out in the 
final seconds. However, she 
had most of the responsibil-
ity of guarding Clark.

It marked the first on-
court meeting between 
Taurasi and Clark. Taurasi, 
42, is the WNBA’s all-time 
leading scorer in her 20th 
WNBA season. She played 
at Connecticut when Clark 
was born. The 22-year-old 
Fever rookie said before the 
game Taurasi was one of her 
idols going back to when 
she first learned about the 
WNBA.

When Clark was drafted 
No. 1 overall after a career at 
Iowa that featured back-to-
back NCAA Championship 
games, Taurasi said, “Real-
ity is coming,” when asked 
about Clark entering the 
league. Later Taurasi said 
she meant that it would be 

a difficult transition to pro 
basketball.

“It’s amazing to see what 
Caitlin has done, and the 
one thing I really love about 
her is she loves the game,” 
Taurasi said after the game. 
“She’s put the work in, and 
there’s been a lot of things 
thrown at her, and she keeps 
getting better every single 
game. Her future is super 
bright.”

The Mercury jumped to 
an 8-0 lead and was ahead 
49-38 at halftime, with Gri-
ner and Taurasi each scoring 
13 points. The Fever went 
on a 17-0 run to lead by as 
many as 10 points in the 
third quarter, but Phoenix 
closed within 67-64 at the 
end of the period.

“We were emphasiz-
ing get out and run, move 
the ball and get some good 

shots,” Boston said.
Taurasi said, “We maybe 

settled a little too much, got 
stagnant, had better move-
ment (in the first half). They 
were running faster than us.”

There were two skirmish-
es during the first half, both 
during dead ball situations. 
Griner was assessed a tech-
nical foul while the teams 
were lining up for a free 
throw in the first quarter, 
and the second one occurred 
after a foul had been called 
and the teams got into it 
while huddling near each 
other under the Indiana bas-
ket.

Two players from each 
team were given techni-
cals — Fagbenle and Erica 
Wheeler for the Fever, and 
Copper and Cloud for the 
Mercury.

In the final minute of 
the half, Smith was charged 
with a flagrant-1 foul against 
Taurasi. Cloud later received 
a flagrant-1 for a foul against 
Katie Lou Samuelson, who 
made both free throws to 
cut the deficit to 78-77 with 
2:17 remaining.

Phoenix hosts Connecti-
cut on Monday. Indiana fin-
ishes a five-game road trip at 
Las Vegas on Tuesday.

By LESLIE 
BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana lost  about 

345,700 acres of farmland 
to other purposes between 
2010 and 2022, but agri-
cultural productivity still 
increased, the state found in 
a study released Monday.

Most of it was lost to res-
idential development around 
the edges of cities and sub-
urban areas, according to the 
Indiana State Department of 
Agriculture.

“The inventory of lost 
farmland was an opportu-
nity for ISDA and legisla-
tors to gain access to reli-
able data, where up until 
now, we could only make 
assumptions,” agency 
Director Don Lamb said in 
a news release.

“This information is 
important to have for policy 
development as we work to 
balance economic growth, 
food security and the pres-
ervation of agricultural land, 
because we know when 
agriculture is strong, Indiana 
is too,” Lamb said.

Lawmakers last year 
tasked the Indiana State 
Department of Agriculture 
with creating the inventory. 
Rep. Kendell Culp, R-Rens-
selaer, called his proposal 
“a food security bill” at the 
time.

ISDA recommended 
lawmakers let it update the 
report, involve local units 
of government in farmland 
preservation, and decide on 
a threshold for an “alarming 
level” of lost acreage.

“Agriculture is, and 
always has been, the life-
blood of the Hoosier state,” 
said Lt. Gov. Suzanne 
Crouch, Indiana’s secre-
tary of agriculture and rural 
development. “Data is criti-
cal for all levels of govern-
ment when making deci-
sions that may affect our 
rural communities and food 
security.”

The study
ISDA used two data 

sources: a parcel data-
set from Indiana’s Depart-
ment of Local Government 
Finance and a cropland data 
layer dataset from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.

The first showed a total 
of about 18.31 million acres 

of land with property class 
codes in the agricultural 
range in 2010, and a total of 
17.97 million acres in 2022 
across the state of Indiana.

That’s a decrease of 
about 345,700 acres — 
with cash grain and general 
farms, as well as specialty 
crop farms, losing the most. 
Much of the land was con-
verted to residential, accord-
ing to the report, and some 
went vacant.

ISDA also compared 
2010 and 2022 data to find 
the primary drivers of acre-
age losses and additions. 
However, researchers found 
matches for just 85% of par-
cels.

The cropland data layer, 
after image generalization 
processing, showed about 
14.84 million acres of land 
with land classified as any 
type of agricultural use to 
in 2010, and a total of 14.18 
million acres in 2022.

That’s a difference of 
664,988 acres. Most was 
lost to developed land, but 
some became forest.

But ISDA said quantity 
estimates from the second 
dataset are “likely less reli-
able.”

The two methods yielded 
differing results, which the 
agency said was probably 
because the datasets catego-
rize agriculture or farmland 
differently.

The state’s five biggest 
farmland losers included 
Allen, Elkhart, Jefferson, 
Knox and Monroe counties.

Despite land losses, Hoo-
sier cash crop production is 
up.

Indiana produced about 
597 million bushels of corn 
for grain in 2012, but over 
1 billion in 2022, per the 
report, which cited USDA 
yield data. Soybean pro-
duction also increased from 
about 219 million bushels 
of soybeans in 2012 to over 
326 million in 2022.

What’s next
The agency didn’t sug-

gest wording for future leg-
islative proposals.

Instead, in a list of rec-
ommendations, it asked 
lawmakers to let it update 
the inventory every five 
years, starting with a 2030 
report.

“ISDA believes getting 
on this five-year schedule 
will be most beneficial as 
data from the Census of 
Agriculture will be released 
again in 2029,” the agency 
said. The census is a com-
plete count of U.S. farms 
and ranches and the people 
who operate them.

It also said lawmakers 
should involve local units 
of government in farmland 
preservation talks, noting 
that Indiana “is a home rule 
state.” Land use decisions 

are made mostly at the local 
level.

“No two counties are 
the same and neither are 
their comprehensive plans, 
zoning ordinances or land 
use decisions,” ISDA said. 
“Local units of government 
should be empowered to 
identify land use trends in 
their area and use all avail-
able information when mak-
ing land use decisions.

But not all communi-
ties have plans. They’re not 
required.

So the agency pushed 
local units to be “proactive 
rather than reactive” and to 
“ensure they have a strategic 
vision” for the future.

It also suggested law-
makers find a threshold at 
which shrinking farmland 
“significantly reduces” 
access to food — while 
keeping in mind that tech-
nological changes have 
allowed farmers to produce 
more on less land.

Finally, it recommended 
that lawmakers consider 
prime farmland — the 
state’s best 12.6 million 
acres of land — in decision-
making.
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Agricultural 
Services Guide

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Do you have a 
service or product 
for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 or 622-4108
and � nd out how a� ordable our 

AG SERVICES DIRECTORY 
can be!

Prompt Delivery ...
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils  •  Pure 1-K Kerosene  •  Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol     •   Competitive Prices!

Agriculture
Indiana lost nearly 350k acres of 
farmland in 12 years, state estimates

BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
New York 16 3 .842 —
Connecticut 14 4 .778 1½
Atlanta 7 10 .412 8
Indiana 8 12 .400 8½
Chicago 6 11 .353 9
Washington 4 15 .211 12

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 14 4 .778 —
Seattle 12 6 .667 2
Las Vegas 10 6 .625 3
Phoenix 9 9 .500 5
Los Angeles 4 14 .222 10
Dallas 4 14 .222 10

Sunday’s Games
New York 81, Atlanta 75
Minnesota 70, Chicago 62
Indiana 88, Phoenix 82

Monday’s Games
Connecticut at Phoenix, late
Dallas at Seattle, late

Tuesday’s Games
Chicago at Atlanta, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at New York, 7 p.m.
Indiana at Las Vegas, 9:30 p.m.
Washington at Los Angeles, 10 

p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Phoenix at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Thursday’s Games

Connecticut at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Washington at Las Vegas, 10 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 53 31 .631 —
New York 54 32 .628 —
Boston 44 39 .530 8½
Tampa Bay 42 42 .500 11
Toronto 38 46 .452 15

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Cleveland 52 30 .634 —
Minnesota 47 37 .560 6
Kansas City 47 39 .547 7
Detroit 38 46 .452 15
Chicago 24 62 .279 30

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Seattle 47 39 .547 —
Houston 43 41 .512 3
Texas 38 46 .452 8
Los Angeles 36 47 .434 9½
Oakland 30 56 .349 17

Sunday’s Games
Tampa Bay 5, Washington 0
Boston 4, San Diego 1
N.Y. Yankees 8, Toronto 1
Houston 10, N.Y. Mets 5, 11 innings
Kansas City 6, Cleveland 2
Colorado 5, Chicago White Sox 4, 

14 innings
Arizona 5, Oakland 1
Detroit 7, L.A. Angels 6
Minnesota 5, Seattle 3

Texas 11, Baltimore 2
Monday’s Games

Houston 3, Toronto 1
Tuesday’s Games

Boston (Crawford 3-7) at Miami (Bel-
lozo 0-0), 6:40 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Flexen 2-7) at 
Cleveland (Carrasco 3-6), 6:40 p.m.

Cincinnati (Ashcraft 4-4) at N.Y. Yan-
kees (Gil 9-3), 7:05 p.m.

Houston (Arrighetti 4-6) at Toronto 
(Berríos 7-6), 7:07 p.m.

Detroit (Skubal 9-3) at Minnesota 
(Woods Richardson 3-1), 7:40 p.m.

San Diego (Cease 7-6) at Texas 
(Eovaldi 4-3), 8:05 p.m.

Tampa Bay (Littell 2-5) at Kansas 
City (Singer 4-4), 8:10 p.m.

Baltimore (Rodriguez 9-3) at Seattle 
(Kirby 7-5), 9:40 p.m.

L.A. Angels (Soriano 4-5) at Oakland 
(Spence 4-4), 9:40 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Boston at Miami, 6:40 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Cleveland, 

6:40 p.m.
Cincinnati at N.Y. Yankees, 7:05 

p.m.
Houston at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
San Diego at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Detroit at Minnesota, 8:10 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Kansas City, 8:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.
Baltimore at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 55 29 .655 —

Atlanta 46 36 .561 8
New York 41 41 .500 13
Washington 39 45 .464 16
Miami 30 54 .357 25

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 50 34 .595 —
St. Louis 43 40 .518 6½
Pittsburgh 40 43 .482 9½
Cincinnati 39 45 .464 11
Chicago 39 46 .459 11½

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 52 33 .612 —
San Diego 46 42 .523 7½
Arizona 41 43 .488 10½
San Francisco 41 44 .482 11
Colorado 28 55 .337 23

Sunday’s Games
Pittsburgh 4, Atlanta 2
Tampa Bay 5, Washington 0
Boston 4, San Diego 1
Milwaukee 7, Chicago Cubs 1
St. Louis 2, Cincinnati 0
Philadelphia 7, Miami 6
Houston 10, N.Y. Mets 5, 11 innings
Colorado 5, Chicago White Sox 4, 

14 innings
Arizona 5, Oakland 1
San Francisco 10, L.A. Dodgers 4
Monday’s Games
N.Y. Mets 9, Washington 7, 10 

innings
Milwaukee at Colorado, late

Tuesday’s Games
Philadelphia (Mercado 0-0) at Chi-

cago Cubs (Wesneski 2-4), 8:05 p.m.
St. Louis (Gibson 5-3) at Pittsburgh 

(Keller 9-4), 6:40 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

Indiana rallies from 15 down to beat Phoenix before sellout crowd
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The true struggle of 
single parenthood

Dear Annie: Ten years ago, I 
became a single parent when my 
ex-husband, who had worked in 
the World Trade Center on 9/11, 
became addicted to drugs and alco-
hol. The love of my life became 
abusive toward me, threatened 
our young children and pets, and 
refused treatment. After a lengthy 
and expensive court battle, I gained 
sole custody of our three children. 
I have financially supported them 
almost entirely alone since he is 
unable to hold a job.

I cringe when I hear married 
people call themselves “single par-
ents” because their spouse works 
a lot, travels often or spends too 
much time on leisure. It is offen-
sive and minimizes my experience.

Can you please remind your 
readers that single parents run a 
home themselves, wipe their chil-
dren’s tears alone, hold down jobs 
and pay the bills? They attend 
school events and go to sleep by 
themselves every night. They 
never have a sick day off, even 
after surgery or serious illness. 
This marathon often lasts for years 
or even for decades.

Parents may be single due to 
death, illness, disability, divorce 
or other reasons that may be com-
pletely beyond their control. It’s 
not a badge of honor to be a sin-
gle parent. It is an overwhelming 
climb for both us and our children.

I  a s k 
others to 
please not 
m i n i m i z e 
our strug-
gle. Instead, 
make  an 
effor t  to 
check in 
on a single 
parent fam-
ily, invite them to a meal or offer 
to act as a mentor to the child(ren). 
We will appreciate it more than 
you know. — Single and Salty in 
New York

Dear Single and Salty in NY: 
Thank you for your letter. Word 
choice is very important, and you 
have brought awareness to the 
real definition of what a single 
parent is. Perhaps the letter writ-
er of the husband who works late 
should have used “neglected wife” 
instead.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheat-
ing Partner?” is out now! Annie 
Lane’s second anthology — featur-
ing favorite columns on marriage, 
infidelity, communication and 
reconciliation — is available as a 
paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your ques-
tions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

D I V E R S I O N S TUESDAY, JULY 2, 2024 • The News-Banner • Page 3a

The LOCKHORNS

Responding to 
God’s call
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News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy!
(N) 

FBI: International FBI: International "Red 
Light" 

FBI: Most Wanted
"Supply Chain" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago Fire "A Guy I 
Used to Know" 

Chicago Fire "How 
Does It End?" 

Chicago Fire "The Man 
of the Moment" 

Chicago Fire "Run Like 
Hell" 

Chicago Fire "Damage 
Control" 

Chicago Fire "Acting 
Up" 

Chicago Fire "The First 
Symptom" 

Chicago Fire "Danger Is 
All Around" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Celebrity Wheel of 
Fortune 

Celebrity Jeopardy! The $100,000 Pyramid ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Got Talent Variety acts featuring contestants of all 
ages audition for the chance to win $1 million. (N) 

Password "Wiz Khalifa 
& Jimmy Fallon" (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Taste 
Buds" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago Fire Chicago Fire Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) The 

Conners 
The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Disco: So "Ain't No 
Stoppin' Us Now" 

PBS News Hour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline
(N) 

Finding Your Roots
"Hidden Kin" 

Disco: Soundtrack
"Stayin' Alive" (F) (N) 

Becoming Frida Kahlo
"A Star Is Born" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding Your Roots 
"Hidden Kin" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Disco: So "Ain't No 
Stoppin' Us Now" 

Context The Day PBS News Hour (N) Finding Your Roots
"Hidden Kin" 

Disco: Soundtrack
"Stayin' Alive" (F) (N) 

Becoming Frida Kahlo
"A Star Is Born" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding Your Roots 
"Hidden Kin" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Beat Shazam The Quiz With Balls FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle Castle Castle (:05) Castle (:05) Castle Castle

FX  24 132 136 148 Movie <++ Bad Boys for Life (‘20) Martin Lawrence, Will Smith. <++ Ghostbusters: Afterlife (‘21) Carrie Coon. <++ Ghostbusters: Afterlife (‘21) Finn Wolfhard, Carrie Coon. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<+++ The Help (2011, Drama) Emma Stone, Bryce Dallas Howard, Viola 
Davis. 

<+++ The Help (2011, Drama) Emma Stone, Bryce Dallas Howard, Viola 
Davis. 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ Top Gun (1986, Action) Kelly McGillis, Anthony 
Edwards, Tom Cruise. 

<+++ Top Gun (1986, Action) Kelly McGillis, Anthony 
Edwards, Tom Cruise. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) The Ultimate Fighter The Ultimate Fighter

(N) 
WNBA (L) 
(N) 

WNBA Basketball Indiana Fever at Las Vegas Aces
From T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas. (L) (N) 

SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NBA Today (N) ESPN BET Pardon (N) 30 for 30 False Positive The Ultimate Fighter The Ulti (N) UFC Archival Good Guy UFC

FSMW  33  418 671 
(4:00) Foul Territory Cardinals! 

Pre (L) (N) 
MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Pittsburgh Pirates From PNC Park in 
Pittsburgh. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Women's Water Polo United States 
vs. Italy 

P1 Racing NASCAR Race Rewind 
2023 Grant Park 220 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: SVU 
"Scheherezade" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Dependent" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Haystack"

WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

(:10) <+++ The Perfect Storm (2000, Thriller) Mark Wahlberg, John C. 
Reilly, George Clooney. (P) 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
(4:00) Deadliest Catch 
"King Crab Derby" 

Deadliest Catch
"Bering Sea Gut Check" 

Deadliest Catch "A 
Titan Among Men" 

Deadliest Catch (N) (:15) Sin City Tow (N) (:15) Sin City Tow
"Bachelor Party Foul" 

(:15) Sin City Tow "Car 
Sharks" 

Deadliest Catch

TLC  36 73 183 280 Doubling Down Doubling Down Doubling Down Doubling Down (N) OutDaughtered (N) 7 Little Johnstons (N) Unexpected Doubling Down

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Skinwalker Ranch 
"Beaming Up" 

Skinwalker Ranch "The 
Cone Zone" 

Skinwalker Ranch
"Graves Concern" 

Skinwalker Ranch
"Spinning Out" 

Skinwalker Ranch
"What the Gel?" (N) 

(:05) Beyond Skinwalker
"The Landing Site" (N) 

(:05) Skinwalker Ranch
"Graves Concern" 

(:05) Skinwalker Ranch 
"Spinning Out" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars Road Wars RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars RoadWars 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< The Most Colorful Time of the Year (‘22, Dra)
Christopher Russell, Ava Weiss, Katrina Bowden. 

< The Santa Summit (2023, Romance) Benjamin 
Hollingsworth, Amy Groening, Hunter King. 

< Catch Me if You Claus (2023, Drama) Luke 
MacFarlane, Katerina Maria Vitkoff, Italia Ricci. 

< Holiday Road (2023, Drama) Warren Christie, 
Princess Davis, Sara Canning. 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:25) <++ Mission: Impossible (1996, Action)
Jon Voight, Henry Czerny, Tom Cruise. 

<+++ Mission: Impossible II (2000, Action) Dougray Scott, 
Thandie Newton, Tom Cruise. (P) 

<+++ Mission: Impossible III (2006, Action) Philip Seymour 
Hoffman, Ving Rhames, Tom Cruise. 

The Ark

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Leadoff MLB Baseball Philadelphia Phillies at Chicago Cubs (N) MLB Close On Base Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:00) < Ant-
Man & W... 

<+++ Doctor Strange (2016, Action) Chiwetel Ejiofor, Rachel 
McAdams, Benedict Cumberbatch. 

Jared from Subway
"Part 1" 

Jared from Subway
"Part 2" 

Jared from Subway
"Part 3" 

<+++ Batman Begins (2005, Action) Michael 
Caine, Liam Neeson, Christian Bale. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(2:30) <++++ Titanic (1997, History) Kate 
Winslet, Billy Zane, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

<++ Armageddon (1998, Sci-Fi) Billy Bob Thornton, Liv Tyler, Bruce Willis. <+++ Snowpiercer (2013, Sci-Fi) Song Kang-ho, Tilda 
Swinton, Chris Evans. (P) 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak 2024 Copa America United States vs. Uruguay

Group C. 
Copa Tonight 2024 Copa America Brazil vs. Colombia Group D.

(L) (N) 
UEFA Euro Round of 16: Teams TBA From Red Bull 
Arena in Leipzig, Saxony (Sachsen), Germany. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Powerless" 9-1-1 "What's Next?" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Alone Together" 9-1-1 "Future Tense" 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Buck Begins" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped Super. Stakeout (N) Supermarket Stakeout Chopped Supermarket Stakeout 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck "Bemily" Below Deck Below Deck Dubai "Drama Queens" Dubai (N) Watch What Housewives of NJ Housewives of Dubai 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob <++ Hotel Transylvania (‘12) Adam Sandler. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Bunk'd Bunk'd Bunk'd Bunk'd Ladybug Marvel's Hailey Hailey Raven Raven Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:30) <++ Sweet 
Home Alabama 

<+++ Clueless (1995, Comedy) Stacey Dash, Brittany Murphy,
Alicia Silverstone. 

(:25) <+++ Ferris Bueller's Day Off (1986, Comedy) Alan 
Ruck, Mia Sara, Matthew Broderick. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:55) <+++ The Dark Knight Rises 
(‘12) Anne Hathaway, Christian Bale. 

(:45) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

(:45) <++ Shazam! Fury of the Gods (2023, Action) Asher 
Angel, Jack Dylan Grazer, Zachary Levi. 

Hard (P)
(N) 

(:40) House of the 
Dragon 

(:50) Hard Knocks Fantasmas 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:05) <+++ Hellboy II: 
The Golden Army 

(:05) <++ Ted 2 (2015, Comedy) Seth MacFarlane,
Amanda Seyfried, Mark Wahlberg. 

<++ Observe and Report (‘09) Ray 
Liotta, Michael Peña, Seth Rogen. 

(:25) <++ Vacation (‘15) Christina 
Applegate, Skyler Gisondo, Ed Helms. 

(:05) <+++ Eighth Grade (‘18)
Daniel Zolghadri, Elsie Fisher. (P) 

(:40) < Under 
the Silver ... 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:15) < 
Enemy at ... 

<++ Devotion (2022, Drama) Glen Powell, Christina Jackson,
Jonathan Majors. 

Travelers "Promise You 
Won't Write" 

<++ The Whale (2022, Drama) Sadie Sink, Hong 
Chau, Brendan Fraser. 

The Chi (:45) <+++ The Wolf of Wall Street 
(‘13) Jonah Hill, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(:10) < Ali & Ava (‘21) Claire 
Rushbrook, Adeel Akhtar. 

(:45) < The Get Together (‘20)
Alejandro Rose-Garcia. 

<+++ Past Lives (‘23) Teo Yoo, 
John Magaro, Greta Lee. 

(:45) < The Starling Girl (2023, Drama) Lewis 
Pullman, Jimmi Simpson, Eliza Scanlen. 

(:45) < Pleasure (‘21) Revika Anne 
Reustle, Jason Toler, Sofia Kappel. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I became 
a Christian as a young 
girl when I went with 
a neighbor friend to 
vacation Bible school. 
I had never heard the 
Bible stories and had 
never really expe-
rienced the love of 
Christian parents or 
the security of a Chris-
tian home. While my 
mother and stepfather 
did not permit me to 
go to church at other 
times, I’m still grateful 
they let me go during 
the two special weeks 
in June. Now that I’m 
grown, I am thinking 
of joining a church but 
was told I have to know 
the date of my conver-
sion to Christ. There’s 
no way I can know the 
exact date, but I know 

I’m a child 
of the King. 
Should I look 

for another church that 
trusts me when I say, 
“He knows my name?” 
– C.D.

A n s w e r :  M a n y 
people know exactly 
when they responded 
to God’s call and gave 
their lives to Christ. 
With some, it is a very 
vivid memory whether 
it was in church, at 
camp, or perhaps even 
in front of a television.

Conversion involves 
the mind, the affection, 
and the will. There 
have been thousands of 
people who have been 
intellectually converted 
to Christ. They believe 
the entire Bible. But 
they’ve never really 
surrendered to Christ. 
Others know in their 

hearts that they belong 
to Jesus; He is their 
Lord and Master.

Some may have 
no recollection of the 
time or date, but they 
know with certainty 
that there was a time 
of repentance and com-
mitment to Christ. This 
is the most important 
point. “He who has 
the Son has life; he 
who does not have the 
Son of God does not 
have life” (1 John 5:12, 
NKJV). Trusting Christ 
and walking with Him 
daily is a manifestation 
of following Him.

(This column is 
based on the words and 
writings of the late Rev. 
Billy Graham.)

©2024 Billy Gra-
ham Literary Trust. 
Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!
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SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery NumbersS U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 11-26-27-41-

45
Cash4Life — 03-20-34-

46-57, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

05-06-07-09-11-17-29-34-
35-38-42-50-51-54-55-59-
61-62-67-68, BE: 09

Daily Three-Midday — 
03-07-08, SB: 01

Daily Three-Evening — 
08-01-04, SB: 04

Daily Four-Midday — 
09-01-00-01, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening — 
02-07-07-07, SB: 04

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-09-14-16-19-24-25-
33-34-35-37-39-44-46-50-
58-60-65-71-75, BE: 09

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $15.9 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday):  $137 million
POWERBALL

05-09-32-39-55 Power-
ball: 09; Power Play: 2X

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Aug. deadline is Tues., July 23!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

Aug. deadline is 
Tues., July 23!

Aug. deadline is 
Tues., July 23!

Aug. deadline is 
Tues., July 23!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

Aug. deadline is 
Tues., July 23!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
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right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

JULY 11 - 10 a.m. - Online 
only - Secured creditors & 
various consignors, owners. 
100+ skid loader attachments, 
tool boxes, workbenches, iron 
gates, chains & binders, 1 trip 
40’ high side shipping contain-
er w/side doors, dome shelter 
container, various truck take 
off parts, dump trucks, 2012-
2014 Freightliner M2106 box 
trucks, day cabs, sleepers, util-
ity trucks, bucket trucks, utility 
& semi trailers, SUV’s, pickup 
trucks, 100+ skid steer attach-
ments & much more! Accepting 
consignments, 815 Adams St., 
Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
JULY 14-JULY 21 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Dave and 
Brenda Double, seller. 40 
Year collection of trains, 2 real-
istic model train railway lay-
outs, professionally milled lum-
ber, downsizing custom craft 
store, shop tools, porcelain & 
other dolls, antiques, furniture, 
McCoy cookie jars, Hull pot-
tery, Sure-Trac utility trailer, 
Commercial Cyclone Rake.  
Preview: July 11 and 18 from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m., 540 W US 224, 
Uniondale. Pat Carter, sale 
manager, 260-273-8294, Stef-
fen Group, www. steffengrp.
com, 824-3006.
JULY 16 - 2-6 p.m. ET - 
(Online) - Farm: William C. 
Lee Trust. Property Loca-
tion: 6 miles south of Angola, 
IN, along E 700 S in Pleasant 
Lake, IN. 156+/- total acres, 
tillable farmland, timber, rec-
reational, pole barn, chicken 
barn, Steuben Twp., Steuben 
Co. Tract 1: 101+/- acres. Tract 
2: 50+/- acres. Tract 3: 5+/- 
acres. Open House by appoint-
ment: Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-
2219, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-
9177. Halderman Real Estate 
& Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com. 
JULY 20 - 9 a.m. Real Estate, 
9:30 Personal Property - 
Charles (Chuck) Bertsch 
Estate, owner. 3898E 400N, 
Bluffton. 1 1/2 story, 2-bedroom 

home, 36x56 pole barn, 1 acre, 
Lancaster Township. Hit & Miss 
engines (Fairbanks Morse 5 
hp, Fairbanks Morse 1½ or 
2 hp, more), oil well display, 
25-30 long guns and pistols, 
ammo, drill press, mill, snow-
blowers, trailer, M80 Military 
hot water heater, chain saws, 
welders, industrial 3 phase 
motors, tandem bike, yard 
tools, hand tools, Dixon ZTR 
zero turn mower, garden trac-
tors, rear tine tiller, more. Open 
house July 9, 4-6 p.m. Miz 
Lehman Realtors/Auctioneers, 
Berne, www.mizlehman.com, 
260-589-2903.

JULY 28 - 4 p.m. - Online 
Only - Multiple consignors, 
owners. 1,000+ lots! 50+ fire-
arms, long guns & hand guns, 
large selection of ammo, gun 
safe, Honda generator, hand 
tools, household items, lawn 
& garden, 300 lots of collect-
able vintage dollhouses, mini 
dollhouse furniture sets with 
accessories and much more! 
Preview July 25, 3-5 p.m., 812 
Elm Street, Decatur. Pick up 
July 29, 1-6 p.m., July 30, 9 
a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.

Public Notices
Verified Petition of Indiana 

Michigan Power Company for 
Approval of an Electric Trans-
portation Alternative Regulatory 
Plan Consisting of Public Use 
Pilot Programs, Customer Incen-
tives, Time-Varying Rates and 
Tariffs, and Associated Account-
ing Treatment

Notice is hereby given that on 
June 28, 2024, Indiana Michigan 
Power Company filed a Verified 
Petition with the Indiana Util-
ity Regulatory Commission for 
approval of an alternative regula-
tory plan – more specifically, for 
approval of an electric transporta-
tion plan consisting of (1) a public 
use commercial charging opportu-
nity pilot program; (2) a public use 
vehicle-to-grid fleet pilot program; 
(3) a managed charging pilot pro-
gram for residential customers; (4) 
an education and outreach pro-
gram; (5) associated time-varying 
rates and other alternative pricing 
structures and tariffs; and (6) asso-
ciated deferred accounting and 
ratemaking treatment. This notice 
is provided to the public under Ind. 
Code § 8-1-2.5-6(d). A copy of the 
Verified Petition and other submis-
sions in this proceeding is on file 
with the Indiana Utility Regula-
tory Commission, PNC Center, 
101 West Washington Street, Suite 
1500 East, Indianapolis, Indiana 
46204. The telephone number of 
the Commission is (317) 232-2701. 
Anyone wishing to protest, chal-
lenge, or intervene in this action 
may do so by contacting the Com-
mission.

nb 7/2
hspaxlp

SUDOKU ANSWER

NOTICE
In accordance with Indiana 

Code 5-15-6-3 requiring prior 
notification to individuals when 
records will be destroyed:

Notice to any individuals born 
in the year 2002, who received 
special education services in 
Adams and/or Wells Counties. 
Please contact Adams Wells Spe-
cial Services no later than August 
9, 2024 if you wish to receive 
copies of your special education 
records. All records requested for 
pick-up and not picked up and non-
requested records for persons born 
in the year 2002 will be permanent-
ly destroyed after August 16, 2024. 
If you wish to request records, you 
must call (260)824-5880 to do so. 
Records must be picked up by 
the person who received services 
unless otherwise legally desig-
nated.

nb 6/18 through 8/7
hspaxlp

            Public Sale
         Calendar

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous
EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

FRESH PRODUCE, LOCAL-

LY grown tomatoes, gourmet
red potatoes, zucchini, sum-
mer squash, red beets, candy
onions, cabbage, kohlrabi, red/
green broccoli, sweet cherries,
garlic, & more, garden plants &
baskets. Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, noon to 5 p.m.,
129 Beechwood Place, or Sat-
urday at Farmer's Market.

Fresh Produce
Miscellaneous

PLACE A THREE day garage
sale line classified ad in the
Bluffton News-Banner and re-
ceive a free garage sale kit.
Contact the office at 125 N.
Johnson St., 260-824-0224, or
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Pets

FOR SALE MINI

DACHSHUNDS Looking for
loving homes for mini male
dachshunds puppies they are
very playful and loving they
have good personalities each
their own.I will be giving them
their first shots and deworming
and vet check on Monday .Re-
leasing them on July 5th.
Asking $500.00 260-273-7436
ipchicka77@yahoo.com

WHEN VETERINARY CARE 
is unavailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® flea/tick, 
mane dandruff, and allergy 
control. Distributed By Florida 
Hardware 800-793-0926. (I)

VEHICLES
Campers/RV’s

2018 THOR HURRICANE,

Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

SOUTHERN WELLS COM-

MUNITY School is seeking a
second shift custodian. $20.31
per hour with benefits. Please
send a resume of contact
rking@swraiders.com

WELLS COUNTY COMMUNI-

TY Corrections is seeking an
exceptional Administrative As-
sistant to manage the adminis-
tration of client files, front
desk, and general fiscal ac-
counting operations. Respon-
sibilities include providing
executive assistance to the Di-
rector and Administration Op-
erations Coordinator and
management of the day-to-
day office operations. This po-
sition is ideal for a well-orga-
nized self-motivated individual
who possesses outstanding
administrative and clerical
skills who wants a stable long-
term position within a small op-
eration. Our ideal candidate is
a detailed oriented self-starter
with the ability to take the ini-
tiative and work with minimal
supervision in a team environ-
ment. Candidates applying
must be dependable, a team
player with a flexible attitude,
and have the ability to priori-
tize the workload under pres-
sure and multiple tasks in a
fast-paced changeable envi-
ronment and show Integrity
and be sensitive to confidential
information. The ideal candi-
date is professional and has
excellent communication and
technical skills. Candidate
must have previous experi-
ence with small office or team
operations and proficiency in
the use of Microsoft Office pro-
fessional software. The posi-
tion requires detailed data
entry as well as acuity working
with numbers and budgets and
the use of financial software as
part of daily operations. Begin-
ning Salary $39,921 with ben-
efits. Send resume to Attn.
Executive Director Poindexter,
Wells County Community Cor-
rections, Suite 107, 102 West
Market Street, Bluffton, In.
46714 or blake.poindexter@w
ellsindiana.org.

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

Help Wanted
EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch.  Call 1-833-
754-0929 (I)
HEARING AIDS!!  HIGH-
QUALITY rechargeable, pow-
erful Audien hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. 
Tiny and NEARLY INVISIBLE! 
45-day money back guarantee! 
877-581-1734 (I)


