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Vehicle 
catches 
fire in 
S.R. 116 
crash

By HOLLY GASKILL
Three people were trans-

ported for medical attention 
after a vehicle fire Thursday 
afternoon.

At approximately 5 p.m., 
emergency responders were 
dispatched to State Road 116 
and County Road 450 East 
in Bluffton on a report of a 
two-vehicle crash with one 
individual potentially inside 
a burning vehicle. At the 
scene, Bluffton Fire Chief 
Don Craig said both drivers 
and a passenger were stable 
and had been transported by 
Wells County EMS from the 
scene.

A witness stated the vehi-
cles, a Jeep Cherokee and a 

After a collision with a Nissan 
Armada, the Jeep Cherokee 
pictured above crashed into a 
stop sign at the intersection of 
State Road 116 and County 
Road 450 East and caught 
fire. Pictured left, firefighters 
investigate the Nissan Arma-
da, which came to rest on the 
opposite of the intersection. 
(Photos by Holly Gaskill)

By SYDNEY KENT
A husband and wife from Bluffton are facing felony-

level charges for corrupt business influence after they 
were caught repeatedly stealing from Walmart.

On Jan. 18, Walmart Asset Protection reported a series 
of ongoing thefts using the “scan and go” system from 
several of their employees. The employees were identified 
as Brett and Morgan Rowles.

Brett Allen Rowles, 28, is charged with one count 
of corrupt business influence, a Level 5 felony, and 23 
counts of theft, all Class A misdemeanors. His bond is set 
at $30,500.

Morgan Marie Rowles, 24, is charged with one count 
of corrupt business influence, a Level 5 felony, and 22 
counts of theft, all Class A misdemeanors. She posted 
bond last week.

Both parties entered preliminary pleas of not guilty.
In a probable cause affidavit, over 20 incidents were 

described where the couple would place items in their 
cart, only scanning a portion of the items. On several 
occasions, the couple had children with them.

The dates on the charges begin in October, with the 
most recent crime of theft allegedly occurring in January.  
The Bluffton Walmart requested restitution for a total of 
$3,881.69 worth of stolen items.

Morgan Rowles is scheduled for a pretrial conference in 
the matter at 1 p.m. on Aug. 7 in the Wells Circuit Court.

Brett Rowles is scheduled for a bail review hearing at 9 
a.m. on July 17 in the Wells Circuit Court.

sydney@news-banner.com

Local couple faces 
charges for corrupt 
business influence

(Continued on Page 2)

Summer construction
There was a fierce competition to construct 
the tallest “paper skyscraper” Thursday at 
the Bluffton City Gym. The victors’ tower, 
shown above, measured at 10 ft. 2 in. tall. 
The winning team consisted of (pictured left 
to right) Viktor Arnold, Liam Howe, Rayne 
Smith, Daniel Norman and Annabelle Nor-
man. The second place team, shown left, 
put up a fair fight and clocked in at 10 ft. 2 
in. when the structure was supported. Pic-
tured at left are the architects, Aaron Smith, 
Jenna Norman, Aiden Howe, Gwen Norman, 
Korbin Fritts and Isaac Smith. Their tower is 
also shown below, unsupported. (Photos by 
Holly Gaskill)     

Biden attempts to confront 
Trump at debate but stirs 
anxiety about his candidacy

ATLANTA (AP) — A raspy and some-
times halting President Joe Biden repeatedly 
sought to confront Donald Trump in their 
first debate ahead of the November election, 
as his Republican rival countered Biden’s 
criticism by leaning into falsehoods about 
the economy, illegal immigration and his 
role in the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol insurrection.

Biden’s uneven performance crystallized 
the concerns of many Americans that, at 
age 81, he is too old to serve as president. It 
sparked a fresh round of calls for the Demo-
crat to step aside.

Meanwhile, the 78-year-old Trump’s 
rhetoric offered Americans an unwelcome 
reminder of the bombast he launched daily 
during his tumultuous four years in office, 
as he struggles to win over skeptical voters. 
He declined to clearly state he would accept 
the results of the November election, four 
years after he promoted conspiracy theories 

about his loss that culminated in the Jan. 6 
insurrection.

Biden repeatedly tore into Trump in per-
sonal terms in an apparent effort to provoke 
him, bringing up everything from the former 
president’s recent felony conviction to his 
alleged insult of World War I veterans to his 
weight and golf game. But his halting deliv-
ery from the beginning of the debate drew 
the most attention immediately afterward. 
Trump’s allies immediately declared victory 
while prominent Democrats publicly ques-
tioned whether Biden could move forward.

“I think there was a sense of shock, actu-
ally, of how he came out at the beginning 
of this debate, how his voice sounded. He 
seemed a little disoriented. He did get stron-
ger as the debate went on but by that time, I 
think the panic had set in,” said David Axel-
rod, a longtime advisor to former President 

Ruling against Healthy Indiana 
Plan jeopardizes program

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
 and CASEY SMITH

Indiana Capital Chronicle
A program providing hundreds of thou-

sands of Hoosiers health insurance could be 
in jeopardy after a Washington D.C. judge 
on Thursday vacated a federal approval for 
the Healthy Indiana Plan.

Chief Judge James E. Boasberg, of 
the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia, found fault with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services’ 2020 
approval of various aspects of HIP 2.0 — 
including POWER Accounts and the lack of 
retroactive coverage. 

Former Gov. Mitch Daniels first intro-
duced the consumer-driven, cost-sharing 
approach in 2007 when the state expanded 
Medicaid to moderate income workers. 
Gov. Mike Pence developed the program 
even further.

The full extent of the ruling was unclear 
Thursday night and a spokesperson with 

the Family and Social Services Administra-
tion said the agency was reviewing the rul-
ing. POWER Accounts, a sort of premium 
for Medicaid enrollees above a certain 
income threshold, have been paused since 
the COVID-19 pandemic started in 2020 but 
were set to restart for HIP’s 762,276 benefi-
ciaries on July 1.

Earlier this month, FSSA said in a state-
ment that state law requires the agency to 
charge for a POWER Account contribution, 
a claim it repeated in the legal battle. Strik-
ing the POWER Accounts could therefore 
unravel the whole HIP program, the state 
argued. 

Boasberg disagreed.
“Because Plaintiffs — like all members 

of the expansion population — derive their 
eligibility for Medicaid through Indiana’s 
state plan … they would remain Medicaid 
eligible even if the Secretary’s 2020 approv-
al is vacated, unless and until the State takes 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)
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S.R. 116 crash

Weather
Friday, June 28, 2024

(24-hour observations at 11:49 p.m. Thursday at the 
Fort Wayne International Airport)

High: 78; Low: 59; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.72  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Partly sunny, with a high near 85. Southeast wind 

5 to 10 mph. 
Tonight: A slight chance of showers, then a chance of 

showers and thunderstorms after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 70. South wind around 5 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 50%.

Saturday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms 
before 8 a.m., then showers likely and possibly a thunder-
storm between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m., then a chance of showers 
and thunderstorms after 2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 86. Southwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high 
as 20 mph. Chance of precipitation is 70%. New rainfall 
amounts between a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Saturday Night: A 30% chance of showers before 8 
p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 66. West wind 5 to 
10 mph. 

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 77.
Sunday Night: Clear, with a low around 53.
Monday: Sunny, with a high near 77.
Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 55.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 85.
Tuesday Night: A 30% chance of showers and thunder-

storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 69.
Wednesday: A 50% chance of showers and thunder-

storms. Partly sunny and hot, with a high near 90.
Wednesday Night: A chance of showers and thunder-

storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 68.
Independence Day: A chance of showers and thunder-

storms. Partly sunny, with a high near 87.

Women of Wells 
Magazine

We would love your input!
Accepting

Local Stories of the fabulous 
women who have inspired you
Your favorite Recipes
Your craft ideas
Special interest articles
Local offerings for women all ages

Send Your Ideas, Stories & Content to 
jimc@news-banner or mail to 

Women of Wells Magazine 
Bluffton News-Banner
PO Box 436
Bluffton, IN 46714

• Health 
• Beauty 
• Entertainment 
• Hobbies

• Struggles
• Whatever you 

would like to 
share!

Plus

CoMing oCtober 2024

Nissan Armada, had collided 
in the intersection as one 
had tried to turn. The Jeep 
Cherokee then reportedly 
collided with the stop sign 
at 450 E and caught fire. The 
Armada came to a rest at the 
other side of the intersection. 

An official accident 

report is pending.
Roadways were prompt-

ly closed as the Bluffton 
Fire Department and law 
enforcement responded to 
the scene. Traffic was held 
at S.R. 116 and 450E and 
resumed after approximately 
20 minutes. 

holly@news-banner.com

additional action to termi-
nate their coverage,” he 
wrote. 

Risks to coverage
HIP offers a two-tiered 

plan to all non-disabled 
adults in Indiana with 
incomes at or below 138% 
of the federal poverty level. 
It restricts coverage, howev-
er, in several ways, includ-
ing by charging monthly 
income-based premiums and 
offering no retroactive cov-
erage.

The judge pointed to data 
showing that premiums have 
“threatened” coverage for 
thousands of Hoosiers.

For example, between 
February 2015 and Novem-
ber 2016, almost 10,000 
individuals with incomes 
above 100% the FPL were 
disenrolled from HIP Plus 
for nonpayment of their 
premiums, and another 
almost 4,000 were disen-
rolled from HIP Basic for 
the same reason, according 
to data from various evalu-
ations of HIP 2.0 cited by 
Boasberg.

During that same period, 
an additional nearly 48,000 
Hoosiers were found eli-
gible for HIP 2.0 but never 
enrolled because they did 
not make their first premium 
payment, Boasberg said.

“In other words, nearly 
60,000 Hoosiers — a whop-
ping 29% of all Hoosiers 

subject to premiums — were 
disenrolled from or never 
enrolled in HIP 2.0 because 
of non-payment,” he wrote. 
“And over half of all benefi-
ciaries, or 324,840 Indiana 
residents, who were required 
to pay premiums missed at 
least one payment in 2015–
16.”

Loss of coverage con-
tinued between 2017 and 
2018 when 26,037 HIP Plus 
enrollees were disenrolled 
for failure to pay, according 
to Boasberg’s citations.

Case background
Three Hoosier plain-

tiffs utilizing HIP sued 
HHS over its approval of 
POWER Accounts and 
work requirements as well 
as state rules barring retro-
active coverage and block-
ing payments for non-emer-
gency medical transport. 
The judge ruled in favor 
of those three plaintiffs — 
though work requirements 
under HIP had previously 
been struck by the Biden 
Administration. 

An example of retro-
active coverage in action 
could be someone with 
no health insurance seek-
ing emergency care and 
later learning they qualify 
for HIP. Once approved 
for the government insur-
ance program, HIP will 
go back and cover health 
expenses for a set number 
of months and potentially 

pay for that emergency 
visit. Such a provision is 
allowed under Indiana’s 
other Medicaid health 
plans and for pregnant 
women using HIP. 

The state also pays for 
non-emergency medical 
transport, such as a doctor’s 
visit, for other health care 
programs but not for those 
enrolled in HIP.

Plaintiffs, represented 
by the Indiana Justice Proj-
ect, noted that even HHS 
seemed uncertain about the 
benefit of POWER Account 
premiums in a December 
2023 letter giving the state 
final approval.

The Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services 
ultimately allowed the state 
to pursue the cost-sharing 
tool over its own objections 
in order not to derail the 
unwinding process. 

Boasberg also ques-
tioned this decision, not-
ing that POWER Accounts 
hadn’t been used since 
2020 and reversing the 
approval wouldn’t be dis-
ruptive. 

The judge seemed to 
suggest the state of Indiana 
could continue the pro-
gram but without the pre-
miums.

“It is far from clear why 
retaining the status quo — 
(namely) declining to charge 
beneficiaries premiums and 
impose associated penalties 

— would ‘result in benefi-
ciaries being inadvertently 
disenrolled.’”

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

Healthy Indiana Plan

Justice Department charges 
nearly 200 people in $2.7B 
health care fraud schemes

WASHINGTON (AP) — Nearly 200 people have been 
charged in a sweeping nationwide crackdown on health care 
fraud schemes with false claims topping $2.7 billion, the 
Justice Department said on Thursday.

Attorney General Merrick Garland announced the charg-
es against doctors, nurse practitioners and others across the 
U.S. accused of a variety of scams, including a $900 million 
scheme in Arizona targeting dying patients.

“It does not matter if you are a trafficker in a drug cartel 
or a corporate executive or medical professional employed 
by a health care company,” Garland told reporters. “If you 
profit from the unlawful distribution of controlled substanc-
es, you will be held accountable.”

In the Arizona case, prosecutors have accused two own-
ers of wound care companies of accepting more than $330 
million in kickbacks as part of a scheme to fraudulently bill 
Medicare for amniotic wound grafts, which are dressings to 
help heal wounds.

Nurse practitioners were pressured to apply the wound 
grafts to elderly patients who didn’t need them, including 
people in hospice care, the Justice Department said. Some 
patients died the day they received the grafts or within days, 
court papers say.

In less than two years, more than $900 million in bogus 
claims were submitted to Medicare for grafts that were used 
on fewer than 500 patients, prosecutors said.

The owners of the wound care companies, Alexandra 
Gehrke and Jeffrey King, were arrested this month at the 
Phoenix airport as they were boarding a flight to Lon-
don, according to court papers urging a judge to keep 
them behind bars while they await trial. An attorney 
for Gehrke declined to comment, and a lawyer for King 
didn’t immediately respond to an email from The Asso-
ciated Press.

Biden, Trump debate
Barack Obama, said on CNN immedi-
ately after. “And I think you’re going 
to hear discussions that, I don’t know 
will lead to anything, but there are 
going to be discussions about whether 
he should continue.”

Said Van Jones, another Democrat-
ic strategist, on CNN: “He did not do 
well at all.”

David Plouffe, Obama’s former 
campaign manager, described the 
debate on MSNBC as a “DEFCON1” 
moment for Democrats.

Biden began the night with a raspy 
voice and a halting delivery as he tried 
to defend his economic record and crit-
icize Trump. A person familiar with the 
matter said Biden was suffering from a 
cold during the debate, adding that he 
tested negative for COVID-19.

Biden appeared to lose his train 
of thought while giving one answer, 
drifting from an answer on tax policy 
to health policy, at one point using 
the word “COVID,” and then saying, 
“excuse me, with, dealing with,” and 
he trailed off again.

“Look, we finally beat Medicare,” 
Biden said, as his time ran out on his 
answer.

Biden began to give clearer answers 
as the debate progressed, still with a 
rasp, and attacked Trump’s record on 
issues like fighting climate change.

“The only existential threat to human-
ity is climate change, and he didn’t do a 
damn thing about it,” he said.

The current president and his pre-
decessor hadn’t spoken since their 
last debate weeks before the 2020 
presidential election. Trump skipped 
Biden’s inauguration after leading an 
unprecedented and unsuccessful effort 
to overturn his loss that culminated in 
the Capitol riot by his supporters.

Trump equivocated on whether he 
would accept the results of the Novem-
ber election, saying he would accept 
them if the vote was “fair” and “legal,” 
repeating his baseless claims of wide-
spread fraud and misconduct in his 
2020 loss to Biden that he still denies.

Pressed on his actions on Jan. 6, 
2021, Trump was unapologetic.

“On Jan. 6, we were respected all 
over the world, all over the world we 
were respected. And then he comes in 
and we’re now laughed at,” Trump said.

After he was prompted by a mod-
erator to answer whether he violated 
his oath of office that day by rallying 
his supporters seeking to block the cer-
tification of Biden’s Electoral College 
victory and not acting for hours to call 
them off as they raided the Capitol, 
Trump sought to blame then-House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

Biden said Trump encouraged the 
supporters to go to the Capitol and sat in 
the White House without taking action 
as they fought with police officers.

“He didn’t do a damn thing and 
these people should be in jail,” Biden 
said. “They should be the ones that are 
being held accountable. And he wants 
to let them all out. And now he says 
that if he loses again, such a whiner that 
he is, that this could be a ‘bloodbath’?”

Trump then defended the people 
convicted and imprisoned for their role 
in the insurrection, saying to Biden, 
“What they’ve done to some people 
that are so innocent, you ought to be 
ashamed of yourself.”

Trump and Biden entered the night 
facing stiff headwinds, including a 
public weary of the tumult of partisan 
politics and broadly dissatisfied with 
both, according to polling. But the 
debate was highlighting how they have 

sharply different visions on virtually 
every core issue — abortion, the econ-
omy and foreign policy — and deep 
hostility toward each other.

Their personal animus quickly came 
to the surface. Biden got personal in 
evoking his son, Beau, who served in 
Iraq before dying of brain cancer. The 
president criticized Trump for reportedly 
calling Americans killed in battle “suck-
ers and losers.” Biden told Trump, “My 
son was not a loser, was not a sucker. 
You’re the sucker. You’re the loser.”

Trump said he never said that — a 
line attributed to Trump by his former 
chief of staff — and slammed Biden 
for the chaotic withdrawal of U.S. 
forces from Afghanistan, calling it “the 

most embarrassing day in the history of 
our country’s life.”

Trump himself agreed to the with-
drawal with the Taliban a year before 
he left office.

Biden directly mentioned Trump’s 
conviction in the New York hush 
money trial, saying, “You have the 
morals of an alley cat,” and referencing 
the allegations in the case that Trump 
had sex with a porn actress.

Trump retorted that Biden could 
face criminal charges “when he leaves 
office,” evoking his familiar threats 
of retribution. Though there is no evi-
dence of any wrongdoing, Trump said, 
“Joe could be a convicted felon with all 
the things that he’s done.”

(Continued from Page 1)

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
ECONOMY

TRUMP: We had the greatest 
economy in history.”

THE FACTS: That’s not accurate. 
First of all, the pandemic triggered a 
massive recession during his presi-
dency. The government borrowed 
$3.1 trillion in 2020 to stabilize the 
economy. Trump had the ignominy 
of leaving the White House with 
fewer jobs than when he entered.

But even if you take out issues 
caused by the pandemic, econom-
ic growth averaged 2.67% during 
Trump’s first three years. That’s 
pretty solid. But it’s nowhere near 
the 4% averaged during Bill Clin-
ton’s two terms from 1993 to 2001, 
according to the Bureau of Econom-
ic Analysis. In fact, growth has been 
stronger so far under Biden than 
under Trump.

Trump did have the unemploy-
ment rate get as low as 3.5% before 
the pandemic. But again, the labor 
force participation rate for people 25 
to 54 — the core of the U.S. working 
population — was higher under Clin-
ton. The participation rate has also 
been higher under Biden than Trump.

Trump also likes to talk about how 
low inflation was under him. Gaso-
line fell as low as $1.77 a gallon. But, 
of course, that price dip happened 
during pandemic lockdowns when 
few people were driving. The low 
prices were due to a global health cri-
sis, not Trump’s policies.

Similarly, average 30-year mort-
gage rates dipped to 2.65% during 
the pandemic. Those low rates were 
a byproduct of Federal Reserve 
efforts to prop up a weak economy, 
rather than the sign of strength that 
Trump now suggests it was.

ABORTION
TRUMP: “The problem they 

have is they’re radical because they 
will take the life of a child in the 
eighth month, the ninth month, and 
even after birth, after birth.”

THE FACTS: Trump inaccurate-
ly referred to abortions after birth. 
Infanticide is criminalized in every 
state, and no state has passed a law 
that allows killing a baby after birth.

Abortion rights advocates say 
terms like this and “late-term abor-
tions” attempt to stigmatize abor-
tions later in pregnancy. Abortions 
later in pregnancy are exceedingly 
rare. In 2020, less than 1% of abor-
tions in the United States were per-
formed at or after 21 weeks, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention.
Abortions later in pregnancy 

also are usually the result of serious 
complications, such as fetal anoma-
lies, that put the life of the woman 
or fetus at risk, medical experts say. 
In most cases, these are also wanted 
pregnancies, experts say.

COVID-19
BIDEN: Trump told Americans 

to “inject bleach” into their arms to 
treat COVID-19.

THE FACTS: That’s overstating 
it. Rather, Trump asked whether it 
would be possible to inject disinfec-
tant into the lungs.

“And then I see the disinfectant, 
where it knocks it out in one min-
ute,” he said at an April 2020 press 
conference. “And is there a way we 
can do something like that, by injec-
tion inside or almost a cleaning, 
because you see it gets in the lungs 
and it does a tremendous number 
on the lungs, so it’d be interesting 
to check that, so that you’re going 
to have to use medical doctors with, 
but it sounds interesting to me. So, 
we’ll see, but the whole concept of 
the light, the way it kills it in one 
minute. That’s pretty powerful.”

MIGRANTS
TRUMP, referring to Biden: “He’s 

the one that killed people with a bad 
border and flooding hundreds of thou-
sands of people dying and also killing 
our citizens when they come in.”

THE FACTS: A mass influx of 
migrants coming into the U.S. ille-
gally across the southern border has 
led to a number of false and mislead-
ing claims by Trump. For example, 
he regularly claims other countries 
are emptying their prisons and men-
tal institutions to send to the U.S. 
There is no evidence to support that.

Trump has also argued the influx 
of immigrants is causing a crime 
surge in the U.S., although statistics 
actually show violent crime is on the 
way down.

There have been recent high-
profile and heinous crimes allegedly 
committed by people in the country 
illegally. But FBI statistics do not sep-
arate out crimes by the immigration 
status of the assailant, nor is there any 
evidence of a spike in crime perpetrat-
ed by migrants, either along the U.S.-
Mexico border or in cities seeing the 
greatest influx of migrants, like New 
York. Studies have found that people 
living in the country illegally are less 
likely than native-born Americans to 
have been arrested for violent, drug 
and property crimes.

A look at some of the false claims 
made during Biden, Trump’s first debate



By LESLIE 
BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Three Hoosier lawmak-

ers — Democrats serving 
in Indiana’s House of Rep-
resentatives — will attend 
a White House convention 
dedicated to gun violence 
prevention on Wednesday.

They are Reps. Maureen 
Bauer of South Bend, Carey 
Hamilton of Indianapolis 
and Ragen Hatcher of Gary.

“These legislators were 
invited to this conference 
for their dedication to pre-
venting gun violence in their 
communities and across the 
state,” the Indiana House 
Democratic Caucus noted in 
a news release.

They’ll join state law-
makers from across the 
country at President Joe 
Biden’s Safer States Leg-
islative Convening. It’s set 
to feature talks from senior 
White House officials and 
state leaders, along with 
breakout group discussions.

The Biden administration 
convened healthcare execu-
tives, leaders, practitioners 
and service providers on the 
topic earlier this month.

June is National Gun 
Violence Awareness Month.

It isn’t the first time to 
the White House for the 
lawmakers. In June 2023, 
Hamilton joined lawmak-
ers from across the country 
at a White House discus-
sion of state-level child care 
policy. Hatcher and Bauer 
also attended a December 
2023 gun prevention meet-
ing with the Biden-Harris 
administration.

The Wel ls  County 
Chamber of Commerce 
staff and ambassadors wel-
comed Fast Pace Health 
with a ribbon cutting cel-
ebration. Fast Pace opened 
a new walk-in urgent care 
clinic at 1010 North Main 
Street in Bluffton on June 
17. Fast Pace Health will 
be open seven days a week 
with extended weekday and 
weekend hours for current 
residents and surrounding 
Wells County communi-
ties. 

The clinic will feature 
multiple exam rooms, an 
on-site lab, COVID-19 
testing, and x-ray capa-
bilities. Patients can also 
take advantage of virtual 
telehealth for urgent care 
common ailments as well 
as medication prescriptions 
and refills. 

“Our mission to improve 
the health of those we serve 

remains true, and we aim 
to bring that commitment 
of providing a comfortable, 
stress-free, and profession-
al health care experience 
to Bluffton. Our staff of 
experienced clinicians will 
provide comprehensive 
health services that meet 
the needs of the commu-
nity ... We have built our 
name and reputation on our 
compassionate, reliable, 
and affordable approach to 
health care with services 
that can be scarce in small-
er communities,” said Fast 
Pace Health CEO Greg 
Steil. 

The clinic will offer 
treatment for a wide range 
of illnesses with walk-in 
urgent, primary, and pre-
ventative health care ser-
vices. Fast Pace Health also 
offers scheduled services 
for behavioral, telehealth, 
and occupational health 

care needs.
The Bluffton location 

is part of an expanding 
Fast Pace network of clin-
ics established in over 250 
plus communities across 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Mis-

sissippi, Indiana, Alabama 
and Louisiana. More infor-
mation about Fast Pace 
Health is available at: 
https://fastpacehealth.com/
location/bluffton-in-urgent-
care/
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Police NotebookHankford “Hank” Osborn, 88
Hanford “Hank” H. Osborn, 88, 

of Ossian, passed away Wednes-
day afternoon, June 26, 2024, at 
his residence.

Hank was born in Hope, Arkan-
sas, on Aug. 5, 1935, to Rufus J. 
and Georgia (Davis) Osborn. He 
married Dixie Brickley in Fort 
Wayne on July 2, 1960. She sur-
vives in Ossian. 

Hank was a truck driver for 
Supervalu Corporation in Fort 
Wayne for 48 years. He was a 
social person, who enjoyed shooting pool, drinking 
coffee and chatting with those around him, and loved 
dogs and “them dogs loved ole dad.”

Survivors include three sons Jeff (Linda) Osborn of 
Bluffton, Brian Osborn of Bluffton, and Chad (Jennifer) 
Osborn of Ossian; a daughter, Penny Gibson of Ossian; 
and four grandchildren, Brandon Freeman, Quinn Gib-
son, Ethan Osborn and Jenna Osborn.

In addition to his parents, Hank was preceded in 
death by four siblings, Ed, Francis, Paul and Deloris, and 
a son-in-law, Steven Gibson.

Per Hank’s wishes there will be no public services at 
this time.

Memorial contributions in memory of Hank may be 
directed to the Ossian Fire Department.

Online condolences can be made at www.goodwin-
caleharnish.com.

Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel have 
been entrusted with funeral arrangements.

Carolyn Wehner, 85
Carolyn Rose Wehner, 85, of Bluffton, passed away 

Wednesday morning, June 26, 2024, at Lutheran Hos-
pital in Fort Wayne.

Carolyn was born Sept. 16, 1938, in Bluffton, to Frank 
and Ethel (Gentis) Neff, both parents preceded her in 
death. She married Robert “Keith” Wehner on July 27, 
1958, he survives in Bluffton.

In addition to her husband of 65 years, she is sur-
vived by four children, Tammy (Craig) Wolfcale of Bluff-
ton, Gayle (Mark) Foglesong of Mountain Home, Idaho, 
Lisa Joann Wehner of Spokane, Wash., and Jim (Jolyn) 
Wehner of Atlanta; 14 grandchildren and 18 great-
grandchildren.

In addition to Carolyn’s parents, she was preceded in 
death by two siblings, Ned Neff and Phyllis Wolfcale.

In accordance with Carolyn’s wishes, there will be no 
public services at this time. A celebration of life service 
will be held later this summer. Burial will take place at 
a later date.

Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel have 
been entrusted with funeral arrangements.
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INCIDENTS
City:
Tuesday, 5:47 p.m., East 

Spring Street and Stogdill 
Road. Report of animals run-
ning in the roadway.

Tuesday, 9:38 p.m., North 
Main Street and North Sut-
ton Circle Drive. Driver 
cited for suspended license.

Tuesday, 10:42 p.m., Pak 
A Sak North. Sport of man 
inside store possibly intoxi-
cated.

Wednesday, 7:35 a.m., 
Wells County Swimming 
Pool. Report of someone 
jumping fence and breaking 
into shed, smell of marijuana.

Wednesday, 10:25 a.m., 
300 block of White Bridge 
Court. Report of a market-
place sale issue.

Wednesday, 12:48 p.m., 
Walmart. Report of trespass-
ing.

Wednesday, 1:41 p.m., 
S.R. 201. Driver cited for 
expired plates.

Wednesday, 3 p.m., 800 

block of South Marion 
Street. Report of a limb in 
the roadway. The tree kind 
not the people kind.

Wednesday, 7:45 p.m., 
West South and South Oak 
streets. Report of harassment.

Wednesday, 7:56 p.m., 600 
block of West Market Street. 
Report of 7-8 juveniles break-
ing into apartment building. 
Kids were in the lobby.

Wednesday, 8:17 p.m., 
1200 block of Lancaster 
Street. Caller reported a 
missing three-year-old and 
her mother were possibly at 
this location.

Thursday, 10:19 a.m., 
McDonald’s. Driver cited for 
distracted driving.

Thursday, 11:37 a.m., 
Wells Community Boys 
and Girls Club. Report of 
an SUV parked in front of 
club, subject with tattoos and 
sleeveless.

Thursday, 12:52 p.m., 
700 block of South Johnson 
Street. Caller reported neigh-

bor upset, cat ran over.
Thursday, 1:39 p.m., 200 

block of West Market Street. 
Report of bullet hole in busi-
ness front window.

County:
Wednesday, 10:49 p.m., 

60 block of West Washington 
Street, Poneto. Caller report-
ed neighbor’s dog loose.

Wednesday, 11:40 p.m., 
S.R. 3 and S.R. 18, Montpe-
lier. Officer struck animal on 
way to transport subject to 
jail. No issues.

Thursday, 12:10 a.m., 
S.R. 116 and East 300 South, 
Bluffton. Car versus deer.

Thursday, 1:35 a.m., Pak 
A Sak North, Bluffton. Driv-
er cited for operating with 
suspended license.

Thursday, 5:48 a.m., 
South 300 West and West 
200 South, Liberty Center. 
Driver cited for speeding 45 
in a 30 mph zone.

Thursday, 9:53 a.m., Wells 
County Courthouse. Harold 
Reed, a man recently con-

victed on intimidation and 
child molesting charges, sent 
a letter to the Superior Court 
including the message, “MY 
FATHER SATIN SAID IT 
YOU VALU YOUR SAN-
ITY YOU WILL OVER-
TURN MY CONVICTION.”

Ossian:
Wednesday, 2:23 p.m., 

Silo Farms. Welfare check 
requested not showing up for 
counseling, no contact made.

Wednesday, 2:59 p.m., 
8200 North 750 East, 
Ossian. Caller reported two 
dogs leaving property.

ARRESTS
Alfredo Infante-Briceno, 

46, Bluffton; operating with-
out financial responsibil-
ity,  Class C misdemeanor. 
Booked and released.

Kenneth Edward Boyer, 
42, Bluffton; invasion of pri-
vacy, a Level 6 felony. Bond 
set at $25,000.

Glen Allen Tighe, 33, Gas 
City; contempt of court — 
civil. Bond set at $1,000.

Fast Pace Health Walk-In Clinic opens in Bluffton

Shown in photo from left cut-
ting the ribbon with Chamber 
ambassadors, Wells County 
Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Erin Prible, 
Chad Walker, Lindsey Gar-
ber, Alyssa Hicks and Kari 
Nickerson of Fast Pace and 
Alyssa Brown of Archbold & 
Lewis. (Photo submitted)

Hoosiers see slightly 
lower food prices 
for July 4 cookout

By MIA HILKOWITZ, Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana residents will pay an average of $68.33 for a 

summer cookout feeding 10 people — a 2% decrease from 
last year — according to the 2024 Indiana Farm Bureau 
summer market basket survey results released Wednesday. 
This rounds out to approximately $6.83 per person. 

Although the $68.33 price tag of the cookout decreased 
from last year, food costs in Indiana are still significantly 
higher than costs in 2021 ($56.70) and 2022 ($64.32). 

The INFB conducts the annual survey in conjunction 
with the American Farm Bureau Federation’s national sur-
vey. This year’s results indicate Indiana’s prices are 4% or 
29 cents less per person than the average U.S. prices.

While inflation has slightly cooled nationwide, high inter-
est rates and prices have generally curbed consumer spending 
in recent months. Janis Highley, second vice president of the 
INFB, said part of the reason the Indiana consumers may see 
lower costs at a grocery store or farmers market compared to 
restaurants is because there are lower overhead costs. 

“There is a little glimmer of hope out there for us,” High-
ley told the Capital Chronicle. “Cooking at home, and these 
farmers markets and just farmers in general were resilient. 
And the good healthy food that we can provide for the con-
sumers — this really shines a light on that.”

Which items saw price changes? 
Costs for a 10-person summer cookout reached an all-

time high in 2023, with the average total meal price reach-
ing $69.48, according to data from the INFB. Todd Davis, 
chief economist for the INFB, said inflation for the cost of 
food purchased at grocery stores has been slower than the 
overall inflation for the economy. 

Indiana’s prices are on par with prices for other Midwest 
states. Davis said the general location of Indiana helps keep 
the costs for consumers low.

“Indiana and the Midwest is at the heart of where a lot 
of food is produced, and if it’s not produced here, it’s near-
by,” Davis said. “We’re the crossroads of the nation. And so 
logistically, our costs are lower than if you are on the east or 
west coast.”  

The survey includes the cost of 12 items; ground beef, 
cheese, cookies, ice cream, strawberries, chips, chicken 
breast, pork chops, pork and beans, hamburger buns, lemon-
ade and potato salad. 

While the overall cost of a cookout decreased, some 
items — specifically proteins — saw increases. The price of 
ground beef increased 14% from last year to $13.88, a cost 
9% higher than the U.S. average cost. Costs for pork chops 
also increased by 64 cents. 

The cost of hamburger buns, lemonade, potato salad and 
strawberries also increased from last year. 

“Even though we are in the Midwest, I think we’re still 
seeing recovery from COVID,” Highley said. “With these 
interest rates and the supply and demand, what is available, 
even in the Midwest, we really do feel that pinch”

Prices for cookies, cheese, ice cream, chips and chicken 
breasts decreased from 2023. 

The INFB conducts the survey in June by having volun-
teer shoppers look for prices on specific food items at their 
local grocery stores. These shoppers look for the best possi-
ble prices and do not use special coupons or purchase deals. 
However, Davis said it’s important to look at the survey 
results as “a snapshot in time of what shoppers experienced 
on a certain day” in June.  

Impact on farmers
Highley, whose family are corn and soybean farmers 

in Northeast Indiana, said that high costs don’t necessarily 
mean farmers see higher profits. 

“If you envision a $1 bill, 15 cents out of that goes back 
to the farmer himself,” Highley said. “The rest of it goes 
into transportation, production, what have you. But input 
costs continue to be relatively high on our farm.”

An Investigate Midwest analysis found that Midwestern 
states saw the combined loss of around 30,000 farms from 
2017 to 2022 as many farms were consolidated or went out 
of business.

Indiana Democrats to 
attend White House 
gun violence meeting
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Pushing unions on 
a federal contractor

The contractor that runs call centers for Medicare, as 
well as the federal ObamaCare marketplace, isn’t even 
two years into a nine-year deal, so why is the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services accepting new 
proposals this week? The answer seems to be that the 
Biden Administration wants to push more than 10,000 
workers into a union.

HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra said late last year he 
intended to redo the contract, this time with a “labor 
harmony requirement.” Notices of intent to compete 
for the job are due June 21, and the department plans 
to announce the winner by Jan. 16, 2025, four days 
before the next presidential inauguration. The current 
contractor, Maximus, gets good ratings, but Mr. Becer-
ra cited the need to ensure “continuity of operations.” 
The insinuation is that some kind of labor dispute 
could leave 1-800-MEDICARE with a busy signal.

This concern is baseless, the company says. “Maxi-
mus has only experienced five brief labor-related 
demonstrations since 2018, and all were sparsely 
attended,” it told HHS in a letter last month. “Barely 
1 percent of the Maximus workforce has participated 
in any given demonstration,” and “many of the par-
ticipants were paid by the union.” Meanwhile, “our 
Customer Satisfaction scores averaged 95.6 percent 
across those five demonstrations.”

Maximus won the current deal in September 2022, 
after almost three years of HHS procurement work. 
The contract is renewable annually for nine years, and 
it’s worth $6.6 billion. In the last year the company 
answered about 30 million Medicare and ObamaCare 
calls. Its employees working on the contract, up to 
13,000, are based in right-to-work states: Arizona, 
Florida, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Nebraska, Texas and Virginia.

The HHS request for proposal says a “labor harmony 
agreement,” at minimum, prohibits work stoppages. 
In exchange, though, unions could seek such conces-
sions as access to workers or the ability to unionize via 
“card check” instead of a secret ballot. Under HHS’s 
terms, negotiations would be required when a union 
“demonstrates intent to represent service employees 
performing work under this contract.” Then an execut-
ed labor harmony agreement is due in 120 days.

Consider the leverage this gives labor organiz-
ers. Any union that “demonstrates intent” to orga-
nize Medicare call centers, even if most employees 
disagree, can use the threat of breach of contract to 
demand negotiations. What if the union makes unrea-
sonable demands?

Maximus has argued to HHS that this is a wrong 
turn. Adding unions could frustrate performance by 
making call centers less flexible and adaptive. The 
broad language in the HHS document leaves many 
questions unanswered, so it isn’t clear how this is sup-
posed to work in practice. Maximus’s letter last month 
also says the mandate for a labor harmony agreement 
is “contrary to law.”

The point of contracting is to serve taxpayers, yet 
HHS is subordinating this goal to a union agenda. “I’ve 
been around this business for almost half a century now, 
and I’ve never seen this kind of action with this kind of 
intent,” David Berteau, CEO of the Professional Ser-
vices Council trade group, said recently. “It’s done with-
out cause. There’s no reason for it other than to insert a 
labor harmony agreement into the existing work.”

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
Distributed by The Associated Press

Several readers objected to my recent column 
about economic illiteracy colliding with feelings about 
today’s booming economy. I was tempted to quote a 
pithy bumper sticker about the relevance of feelings, 
but this is a family publication.

Instead, I’ll simply say, your emotions offer a poor 
epistemological approach to understanding macroeco-
nomic fluctuations.

Nationwide, it is unambiguously clear that the U.S. 
economy is performing historically well. On every 
important measure—employment, wages, GDP, or 
wealth—the overall economy is not just performing 
at record levels, but also outperforming the rest of the 
world.

Robust national economic per-
formance has benefits for every 
county and small town, but that 
does not mean every place shares 
equally in economic growth. 
There are plenty of places that 
continue to do poorly.

Many places are doing very, very poorly.
There are two phenomena around differences in 

economic performance of states and counties. The first 
is that the gap is growing. Rich places are, for the most 
part, getting richer and poor places poorer. This is in 
stark contrast to most of the nation’s history, in which 
state and local economies became more alike rather 
than diverging in wealth and opportunity.

The second phenomenon is a growing political 
divide between rich and poor places. This will shock 
many folks, but poor places are increasingly governed 
by Republicans and rich places by Democrats. The gap 
between rich and poor places might help explain the 
partisan differences in perceptions of the economy.

The regional differences are compelling across 
dimensions of rural and urban places, as well as 
between cities and rural areas.

The rural-urban income gap is more than 2 percent 
larger than it was a decade ago, with rural workers 
earning only 75 cents for every dollar earned by urban 
workers. Poor economic conditions in rural America 
are nothing new, but they aren’t fueled by national 
economic conditions. Many of the problems of rural 
America are related to state, rather than national, con-
ditions.

The 10 poorest rural areas are all in solidly Repub-
lican states. Only half of the 10 richest rural places are 
in Republican states.

There is a rural-urban divide in politics, with 
GOP-leaning rural places doing worse than Democrat-
leaning urban places. There is also a gap between the 
political leanings of the poorest and richest rural parts 
of each state that distinctly disfavors GOP states.

The GOP has a firm electoral lock on poor, rural 
places. There is considerable evidence that decades of 
ineffective state policies have helped immiserate rural 
places in many states. But, again, the political divides 
are newer than the policy failings. So, which party is 
responsible for those poor policies will vary state by 
state. Indiana is the median state in terms of rural afflu-
ence.

We are a nation of city dwellers, with 8 out of 10 
Americans living in metropolitan counties. The six 
most affluent metro areas have per capita incomes 
more than double the rural county average. As with 
rural places, there are big regional divides in urban 

affluence.
Rich cities are mostly a blue-state 

characteristic. Of the top 25 richest metro 
areas in the country, as measured by per 
capita income, only five are in solidly 
GOP states. Three are in Texas and two 
in Florida.

Only three of the 25 poorest metro 
areas are in Democratic-controlled states. 
California has two of them and Michigan 
one. The Chicago area, which includes 
parts of Indiana, ranks 32nd and India-
napolis is the 49th-richest metropolitan 
area in the nation.

Indiana’s worst-performing 
city, I am sad to report, is Muncie. It ranks 
353rd out of 385 in per capita income. Poor 
cities are mostly a red-state characteristic.

It is difficult to lay the blame for worsen-
ing economic conditions at the feet of one 
party or the other. For the past 50 years, 

there was considerable overlap in state policies, so 
conservative Democratic states behaved a lot like more 
progressive Republican states in tax, education and 
economic development policy.

However, today there is a growing understanding 
that differences in economic outcomes are mostly 
connected to differences in educational attainment 
between places. Other factors, like tax rates, tax struc-
ture, regulatory environment or economic development 
policy, are of declining importance.

I would go even farther in concluding that differ-
ences in tax policies explain almost none of the differ-
ences in affluence or growth. That is a major departure 
from the start of my career a quarter-century ago, when 
tax differences were important. Today, differences in 
economic conditions are almost exclusively caused by 
the level of education of residents.

This means that the observed differences in econom-
ic conditions across states seems likely to worsen. We 
are in the first extended period of diverging educational 
attainment in U.S. history. And there is a very deep 
political divide around education policy that seems cer-
tain to exacerbate the economic and political divide.

The 15 states that have seen the biggest relative 
drop in educational attainment are all solidly Repub-
lican states—and poor. Indiana ranks 10th on this list. 
The top 15 states are all solidly Democratic—and 
affluent. This gap will worsen as states with a large 
share of well-educated adults are attracting more, 
while states with a shortage are losing them.

The U.S. remains firmly in a long patch of strong 
economic performance, easily the best in a half-century. 
But there are growing differences between states and 
within urban and rural places. These differences are 
increasingly connected to political affiliation, which 
naturally fuels different perceptions of the economy. It 
is not an excuse for getting economic facts wrong.

The political realignment means that we cannot 
give credit to Democrats for creating wealth, or the 
GOP for being more popular in poor places. However, 
if we stumble through another generation of diverging 
educational attainment, placing blame for diverging 
economic performance will be easy.

Michael Hicks is the George and Frances Ball Distinguished 
Professor of Economics and the director of the Center for 
Business and Economic Research at Ball State University. 

Some good reasons for partisan 
perceptions about the economy

Michael 
Hicks
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Supporting sibling’s struggles, 
protecting parents’ well-being

Dear Annie: My brother, “David,” 
has been struggling with alcohol for 
years, and it’s starting to take a toll on 
our family. Recently, he lost his job and 
moved back in with our parents, who are 
both retired and not in the best health. 
They feel obligated to help him, but 
it’s causing a lot of stress and financial 
strain. 

I want to support David, but I also 
worry about our parents’ well-being. 
Whenever I try to talk to him about get-
ting help or finding a job, he becomes 
defensive and angry. My parents don’t 
want to push him too hard because 
they’re afraid of making things worse.

How can I encourage David to seek 
help without causing more conflict? Is 
there a way to support my parents while 
also addressing the impact his behavior 
is having on the family? I’m not sure 
how to get through to him. — Worried 
Sister in Seattle

Dear Worried: Start by having a con-
versation with David; it’s important that 
he knows you love and support him but 
that you are also worried about him. 
Suggest professional resources, like 
counseling or support groups, and offer 
to help him find these services.

It’s also crucial to support your par-
ents. Encourage them to set boundaries 
to protect their well-being. You might 
suggest they attend support groups for 
families dealing with addiction, such as 
Al-Anon, where they can find guidance 
and support.

Remember, change takes time, and 
it’s important to take care of yourself, 
too. 

Dear Annie: My sister passed away 
during the summer of 2023. She didn’t 
have a will. She was married but specifi-
cally stated to me and her husband that 
she wanted some of her material belong-
ings to be given to me. She also said that 
she wanted her annuity to be given to 
me, probably about $300,000. Her hus-
band was aware of her wishes and even 
repeated her wishes to me.

Just a few weeks after my sister 
passed, her husband was diagnosed 

with cancer. To 
make a long story 
short, my husband 
and I helped my 
brother-in-law out 
with pet sitting, 
cooking, clean-
ing, visiting him 
at the hospital, 
whatever he need-
ed. We knew his family wasn’t going to 
help and he had no one else. This was 
over the course of eight months. We 
were able and willing to assist him, even 
though we both worked and he lived two 
hours away. 

I feel as if he’s holding my sister’s 
belongings and money, and has no inten-
tion of passing them to us. I miss my 
sister and would rather be able to grieve 
“normally,” but I have feelings of anger, 
disappointment and mistrust toward my 
BIL now. I haven’t asked him for any-
thing of my sister’s. I’m holding her in 
my heart and I’m grateful for the years 
we had together. It’s the principle of 
him not respecting her wishes and doing 
what she wanted. 

Should I ask him why he’s waiting? 
How should I proceed? — Confused in 
PA

Dear Confused: I’m so sorry for your 
loss. You face a very delicate situation 
with respect to your brother-in-law, but 
it’s still important to address your sis-
ter’s wishes. 

Gently bring up the topic with your 
BIL, expressing your understanding of 
his health challenges as well as your 
need for closure. You might say, “I’ve 
been thinking about my sister’s wishes 
regarding her belongings and annuity. 
Can we discuss how to honor them?” 
If he’s resistant, consider consulting 
an attorney to understand your legal 
options. Balancing compassion for his 
situation with your sister’s intentions is 
key. You deserve to properly grieve and 
honor your sister’s memory. 

Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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When Jesus died on the cross, 
every sin you ever committed 

was placed on Him
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Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Bakeover "Sugar Dayne 

Cookies" (N) 
Animals 
(N) 

Funny Kids
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Margaret: The Rebel 
Princess 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Great American
"Secrets and Staples" 

Comedy
(N) 

Comedy
(N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Margaret: The Rebel 
Princess 

Context The Day PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Great American
"Secrets and Staples" 

Comedy
(N) 

Comedy
(N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "The Blame 
Game" 

Castle "And Justice for 
All" 

Castle "The G.D.S." Castle "Fidelis Ad 
Mortem" 

Castle "Heartbreaker" (:05) Castle "Death 
Wish" 

(:05) Castle
"Backstabber" 

Castle "Fidelis Ad 
Mortem" 

FX  24 132 136 148 Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(2:30) < A 
League of... 

<+++ Bridesmaids (2011, Comedy) Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne, Kristen 
Wiig. 

<+++ Bridesmaids (2011, Comedy) Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne, Kristen 
Wiig. 

<+++ A League of Their Own 
(‘92) Geena Davis, Tom Hanks. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+++ The Dark Knight Rises (2012, Action) Anne Hathaway, Tom Hardy, Christian Bale. <++ Jack Reacher 
(‘12) Tom Cruise. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) 2024 NHL Draft (L) (N) PFL Welterweights & Featherweights (Main Card)

From Sanford Pentagon, Sioux Falls, S.D. (N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 ESPN BET Around (N) The Point (L) (N) ESPN Films UFC Live X Games Ventura 2024 (L) (N) ESPN Films Foxworth 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line World Poker WPT Prime 

Championship - Part 2 
Life San 
Francisco 

Cardinals! 
Pre (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball Cincinnati Reds at St. Louis Cardinals From Busch Stadium in 
St. Louis. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Cardinals 
Insider 

World Poker WPT Prime 
Championship - Part 2 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Chicago Fire "Angry Is 
Easier" 

Chicago Fire "A 
Beautiful Life" 

Chicago Fire "Nemesis" U.S. Olympic Trials Track and Field From Eugene, 
Ore. (L) (N) 

Race to Survive: New 
Zealand "Death Snail" 

Chicago Fire
"Something for the Pain"

Chicago Fire "A Guy I 
Used to Know" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Hoffman "Quarter-
Million Dollar Cleanup" 

Parker's Trail 
"Motherlode M.I.A." 

Parker's Trail "Billion 
Dollar Deal" 

Parker's Trail "Hard 
Rock Holy Grail" (N) 

(:05) Hoffman "Jack's 
Gold Dream" (N) 

(:05) Deadliest Catch "A 
Titan Among Men" 

(:05) Gold Rush-Res.
"Young Guns" 

Parker's Trail "Hard 
Rock Holy Grail" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 MILF Manor MILF Manor "MILFless" 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé: Happily Ever After? (N) 90 Day (N) MILF Manor 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens "The 
Galactic Keyhole" 

Ancient Aliens
"Destination Chile" 

Aliens "The Mystery of 
the Stone Giants" 

Ancient Aliens "Aliens 
in Our Airspace" 

Aliens "Mysteries of the 
Maya" (N) 

(:05) The Proof Is Out 
There: Alien Edition (N)

(:05) Ancient Aliens (:05) Ancient Aliens 
"Mysteries of the Maya" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "The Visitor" The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Moonlight in 
Vermont Lacey Chabert. 

< Two Scoops of Italy (2024, Romance) Michele 
Rosiello, Hunter King. 

< An Unexpected Christmas (2021, Romance)
Tyler Hynes, Alison Wandzura, Bethany Joy Lenz. 

< Haul Out the Holly (2022, Comedy) Wes Brown,
Stephen Tobolowsky, Lacey Chabert. 

< 'Tis the Season to Be 
Merry 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
<+++ Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (2001, Children) Rupert Grint, Emma 
Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. 

<+++ Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (2002, Children) Rupert Grint, Emma 
Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. 

(:05) Reginald the 
Vampire 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++ Aquaman (‘18) Amber Heard, Jason Momoa. (:50) <+++ The Suicide Squad (‘21) Idris Elba, Margot Robbie. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(:15) <++ Ocean's Eight (2018, Comedy) Cate Blanchett, Anne 
Hathaway, Sandra Bullock. 

<++ Tomb Raider (2018, Adventure) Dominic West, Walton 
Goggins, Alicia Vikander. 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<++ Ocean's Eight (2018, Comedy) Cate 
Blanchett, Anne Hathaway, Sandra Bullock. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:30) <++ The Day 
After Tomorrow 

<+++ Unstoppable (2010, Action) Chris Pine,
Rosario Dawson, Denzel Washington. 

<++++ The Shawshank Redemption (1994, Drama) Morgan Freeman,
Bob Gunton, Tim Robbins. 

<+++ The Fugitive (1993, Thriller) Tommy Lee 
Jones, Sela Ward, Harrison Ford. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office (:35) Office (:10) Office (:45) Office (:20) The Office (:55) Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park < South Park: Bigger, L... 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Copa Tonight 2024 Copa America Colombia vs. Costa Rica

Group D. (L) (N) 
Copa Tonight 2024 Copa America Paraguay vs. Brazil Group D.

(L) (N) 
NASCAR Truck Series Rackley Roofing 200 From 
Nashville Superspeedway in Nashville, Tenn. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Rage" 9-1-1 "Monsters" 9-1-1 "Athena Begins" Mama June Mama June (N) Deb's House (N) Mama June House "Brand Yourself" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Guy's Road Trip (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Guy's Road Trip
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 (4:30) <+ What Happens in Vegas <++ How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days (‘03) Kate Hudson. <+ What Happens in Vegas (‘08) Cameron Diaz. <++ Burlesque (‘10) Christina Aguilera, Cher. 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob < No Time to Spy: A Loud House Mo... <++ Trolls World Tour (‘20) Anna Kendrick. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 (4:30) < Zombies 3: Sing... (:15) <+++ Tangled: Sing-Along (P) ZOMBIES ZOMBIES Miraculous World (:05) Miraculous ZOMBIES ZOMBIES Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
<+++ Lilo & Stitch (2002, Animated) Voices of 
Chris Sanders, Tia Carrere, Daveigh Chase. 

<++++ Beauty and the Beast (‘91, Ani) Voices 
of Robby Benson, Richard White, Paige O'Hara. 

<+++ Brave (2012, Animated) Voices of Billy 
Connolly, Emma Thompson, Kelly Macdonald. 

The 700 Club < Wizards of Waverly 
Place: The Movie (P) 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:50) Gaga Chromatica Ball (:45) House of the 

Dragon 
(:55) <+++ The Social Network (2010, Drama) Andrew 
Garfield, Justin Timberlake, Jesse Eisenberg. 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (L) (N) 

Fantasmas
(N) 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

Fantasmas 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:40) <++ Over Her 
Dead Body 

(:15) <+++ Get Shorty (1995, Comedy) Gene 
Hackman, Rene Russo, John Travolta. 

<++ Krampus (‘15) Adam Scott, 
Toni Collette, Emjay Anthony. 

(:40) <++ Victor Frankenstein (‘15, Horror) James 
McAvoy, Jessica Brown Findlay, Daniel Radcliffe. 

<+++ Enemy (‘13) Mélanie Laurent, 
Isabella Rossellini, Jake Gyllenhaal. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
Couples Th 
"407" 

Couples Th 
"408" 

<+++ Hustle & Flow (2005, Drama) Anthony 
Anderson, Taryn Manning, Terrence Howard. 

The Chi "Tower of 
Terror" 

The Chi (N) (:45) <+ Baywatch (2017, Comedy) Zac Efron,
Priyanka Chopra, Dwayne Johnson. 

(:45) <+++ Rocketman (‘19) Jamie 
Bell, Richard Madden, Taron Egerton. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:50) < Pixie (2020, Comedy) Alec 
Baldwin, Ben Hardy, Olivia Cooke. 

(:25) <++ Wild Card (‘15, Act) Sofía 
Vergara, Stanley Tucci, Jason Statham.

<++ Pet Sematary (‘19) Amy 
Seimetz, John Lithgow, Jason Clarke. 

(:45) < The Appearance (2018, Horror) Kristian 
Nairn, Adam Johnson, Jake Stormoen. 

(:40) <++ Vacancy (‘07) Kate 
Beckinsale, Luke Wilson. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I came out of 
the rap culture and it just 
about destroyed me. I was 
saved at an evangelistic 
meeting when I was near 
the end of all hope. My 
life was one big mess and 
even my doctor said that 
it would take a miracle 
for me to rebound. When 
Christ became my Savior 
and Lord, I gave my life 
to Him and experienced a 
heavy weight lifted from 
me. It was a miracle! 
But now that I’ve settled 
down and started learn-
ing the Bible, I have times 
where my past life seems 
to chase me and won’t let 
me go, reminding me how 
inadequate I am to be any-
thing worthwhile. Is this 
the Lord’s chastisement, or 

something else? – G.P.
Answer: Do you 

believe that God can-
not forgive you for some-
thing you’ve done, even a 
long time ago? If so, know 
that those thoughts are 
actually from your enemy, 
Satan. He will do almost 
anything to make us think 
God hates us and won’t 
forgive us. One of his 
favorite tricks is to encour-
age us to keep dredging 
up the sins of the past, 
and he uses our memory 
of them to condemn us 
and tell us how terrible we 
are. That is why the Bible 
calls Satan “the accuser of 
our brothers” (Revelation 
12:10, ESV). But his accu-
sations are false!

Here is the truth: If you 
have honestly turned to 
Jesus and asked Him to 
forgive you and received 

His salvation, then you 
are forgiven – totally and 
absolutely. When Jesus 
died on the cross, every 
sin you ever committed 
– every one – was placed 
on Him. He died to pay 
the penalty for all your 
sins. So don’t believe 
your emotions and don’t 
let the memories of the 
past defeat you. The Bible 
says, “The blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanses 
us from all sin” (1 John 
1:7, NKJV). That is God’s 
promise to you – and God 
cannot lie.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



On the eve of my top pick for the 2023-
24 top-5 sports moments in Wells County, 
No. 2 overall will go to Feb. 17, 2024.

Is an entire day considered a moment? 
Well, this is my list so I’m saying yes due to 
the significance of it.

On that date, our girls’ basketball team 
won a semi-state and dismantled the No. 1 
team to do it. About 50 miles away, another 
school captured its first swimming sectional 
in program history and several individuals 
qualified for states as individuals.

Of course, I’m writing about Norwell’s 
state championship appearance, Bluffton’s 
swim sectional and six individual events 
heading to state.

This day in particular is where I earned 
my stripes as a sports editor. I got up early 
to drive to Huntington North for the morn-
ing session of Norwell’s semi-state game. 
Then, I grabbed lunch and made the trip to 
Jay County to photograph and cover swim-
ming. After that, I made the trail back to 
Huntington North for the semi-state cham-
pionship before heading home in the eve-
ning.

I will say, the trip was well worth it. Of 
course, it isn’t ideal to have a work day on a 
weekend go all day, but I think it was a fair 
trade with a couple of trophies attached to it.

I’ll get to the basketball part first. For me, 
it was this game and the Bluffton football 
regional against Bishop Luers that were the 
most highly anticipated games in my two-
year career here.

Personally, I made a big deal about the 
rematch with Hamilton Heights with my 
stories and previews before the game. I 
know how much that loss hurt the then 
junior class the year before, and now they 
had a another crack at them as seniors.

Not only did the Knights knock off the 
No. 1 team that day, they picked them apart. 
That group of girls looked more confident 
than any other game I’d covered, and it lift-
ed them to the semi-state matchup with Bre-
men, who they destroyed by 44 points.

The semi-state appearance was the first 
since 1977.

In my short trip to Jay County, I got to 

see a first-time sec-
tional champ and 
some state qualifica-
tions.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y, 
heading back to Hun-
tington North for the 
semi-state final game 
prevented me from 
seeing and document-
ing the Bluffton swim 
team winning the sec-
tional, but I was fired 
up when I heard it was 
official.

The Tigersharks have had a decade of 
ACAC titles, and that double-digit number 
this year got their first sectional — and they 
did it in style.

A victory by over 100 points in the 
11-team field was quite impressive. And 
personally, I’m stoaked for the team as I’ve 
watched how hard they’ve worked and their 
passion.

I was especially excited for head coach 
Justin Upgraft, who has been talking with 
me about this achievement for two years 
now. He was humble in the moment, but I 
know well that he was just beaming inside 
for this, and he deserved it.

The Tigersharks and Norwell Knights’ 
individual swimmers were also successful 
in the pool that day.

The 200-yard medley team from Bluff-
ton of Noah Brooks, Dalton Rodgers, Elija 
Robles and Isaac Wheeler and the 400-yard 
freestyle of Brooks, Griffin Linderwell, 
Rodgers and Wheeler claimed the top spot 
in their races and qualified for state. In the 
individual events, Brooks qualified in the 
100-yard backstroke, and Wheeler in the 
100-yard butterfly. Robles also advanced 
on to the regional next week in the diving 
events.

For Norwell, Rylan Heyerly qualified 
with a first-place finish in the 100-yard free-
style and the 200-yard freestyle as a fresh-
man! A side note: Heyerly has quite the 
bright future ahead of him.

ryan@news-banner.com
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 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant
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 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

Marion Wells
Service Consultant

Tyler Shaffer
Parts Manager

Barry Scott
Service Manager

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

UTV

Motorcycle 
Sound 
Systems

Marine

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
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www.hidaymotors.com

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com

It’s OK to Shop 
and Compare...

HUNTERSVILLE, N.C. (AP) — Chase Briscoe and 
Joe Gibbs Racing confirmed that the NASCAR driver will 
replace the retiring Martin Truex Jr. in the No. 19 Toyota for 
the 2025 Cup Series season, days after driver Christopher 
Bell accidentally spoiled the surprise at a news conference.

Bell was asked an innocuous question over the weekend 
at New Hampshire Motor Speedway about a potential lead-
ership shift at JGR in the wake of Truex’s retirement.

“Whenever Chase comes into the car ...,” he started to say.
Bell stopped instantly and smiled, a realization swept over 

him there was no going back on this blunder. Briscoe would 
in fact inherit the No. 19 Toyota next season at JGR.

JGR poked fun at the mishap at Tuesday’s news confer-
ence to introduce Briscoe in North Carolina.

“Since I had the mistake of starting this,” Bell said. “I 
guess I’ll get to finish it out today.”

With that, Bell introduced Briscoe, set to become the first 
driver among the four at Stewart-Haas Racing to land a Cup 
ride for next season. SHR, a two-time NASCAR champion-
ship team with 69 Cup Series victories since its 2009 forma-
tion, announced last month it would close its organization at 
the end of this season. SHR this year fields Cup cars for Bris-
coe, Josh Berry, Noah Gragson and Ryan Preece.

“We have to win,” Gibbs said. “We think Chase can 
win.”

Briscoe, who signed a multi-year contract, is 16th in the 
Cup points standings after a runner-up finish in Sunday’s 
race at New Hampshire. In his Cup Series career, he has one 
victory, 12 top-five finishes, 27 top-10s and two poles.

“JGR is the place to be if you want to go win races week 
in and week out and to race for the championship every 
year,” Briscoe said.

Bass Pro will remain as a sponsor, including the 2025 
Daytona 500. Truex has won 34 Cup races, 32 since 2015. 
He had a career-high eight wins in 2017, when he won the 
series championship. He will remain with JGR as an ambas-
sador.

Briscoe will be paired with crew chief James Small. Small 
helped lead Truex to eight wins since he became crew chief 
in 2020.

NEW YORK (AP) — New York Yankees 
outfielder Aaron Judge and Philadelphia Phil-
lies first baseman Bryce Harper were elected 
Thursday to start in the July 16 All-Star Game 
at Globe Life Field in Arlington, Texas.

Judge led the major leagues with 
3,425,309 votes in the first round of fan bal-
loting and was picked for his sixth Ameri-
can League start in seven All-Star Games, 
though he missed last year because of a 
sprained right big toe. He also was the lead-
ing vote-getter during the first phase in 2022.

He became the 11th player to lead the 
majors in votes on multiple occasions since 
fan balloting resumed in 1970, joining Ken 
Griffey Jr. (five times); Rod Carew (four); 
Ichiro Suzuki (three); and Hank Aaron, José 
Bautista, Johnny Bench, Albert Pujols, Cal 
Ripken Jr., Alex Rodriguez and Ozzie Smith 
(two each).

Harper topped the NL and was second in 
the big leagues with 3,277,920 votes. He was 
chosen for his eighth All-Star Game, seventh 
as a starter. His previous All-Star appear-
ances came as an outfielder and designated 
hitter.

The pair were selected under rules that 
began in 2022 and give starting spots to the 
top vote-getter in each league in the first 
phase of online voting, which began June 5 
and ended Thursday. Two finalists at every 
other position advanced to the second phase, 
which runs from noon EDT on Sunday to 
noon EDT on June 30. Votes from the first 
phase do not carry over.

An individual can vote once per 24-hour 
period.

Remaining starters will be announced 
on June 30. Pitchers and reserves will be 
revealed on July 7.

Six players each from the Baltimore Ori-
oles and Philadelphia Phillies advanced to 
the second phase.

In the final days of the initial voting, 
Philadelphia’s Kyle Schwarber overtook 
Atlanta’s Marcell Ozuna for the second spot 
among NL designated hitters behind Los 
Angeles Dodgers star Shohei Ohtani.

Baltimore’s Ryan O’Hearn moved ahead 
of Yankees slugger Giancarlo Stanton for 
second among designated hitters in the AL 
behind Houston’s Yordan Alvarez. O’Hearn 
had been fourth, also trailing Cleveland’s 
David Fry.

AL finalists:
Catcher: Salvador Perez, Adley 

Rutschman
First Base: Vladimir Guerrero Jr., Ryan 

Mountcastle
Second Base: Jose Altuve, Marcus 

Semien
Third Base: José Ramírez, Jordan West-

burg
Shortstop: Gunnar Henderson, Bobby 

Witt Jr.
Outfield: Steven Kwan, Anthony 

Santander, Juan Soto, Kyle Tucker
Designated Hitter: Yordan Alvarez, Ryan 

O’Hearn
NL finalists:

Catcher: William Contreras, J.T. Real-
muto

Second Base: Luis Arraez, Ketel Marte
Third Base: Alec Bohm, Manny Machado
Shortstop: Mookie Betts, Trea Turner
Outfield: Nick Castellanos, Teoscar 

Hernández, Brandon Marsh, Jurickson Pro-
far, Fernando Tatis Jr., Christian Yelich

Designated Hitter: Shohei Ohtani, Kyle 
Schwarber

By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer

It was the dream that LeBron James first 
floated a few years ago, the notion of play-
ing in the NBA alongside one of his sons.

And it’s a step clos-
er to reality now.

Bronny James — 
the oldest son of the 
NBA’s all-time scor-
ing leader and four-
time champion — was 
drafted Thursday by 
the Los Angeles Lak-
ers, the team that his 
father has played for 
since 2018. Bronny 
James was taken with 

the No. 55 overall pick, 
deep in the second round and with only 
three picks remaining in this year’s draft.

“Beyond blessed,” Bronny James wrote 
in an Instagram post.

Adding further intrigue to the move: 
LeBron James can become a free agent 
next week, which means he could choose to 
leave the Lakers and sign elsewhere.

“In the history of the NBA, there’s never 
been a father and a son that have shared an 
NBA basketball court and that feels like 
something that could be magical,” Lakers 
general manager Rob Pelinka said. “We 

know, and have to respect of course, that 
LeBron has a decision on his opt-out ... but 
if it worked out that he was on our team next 
season, NBA history could be made. And 
NBA history should be made in a Lakers 
uniform.”

The draft move doesn’t guarantee that 
father and son will actually play in a game 
together, nor does it even guarantee that 
Bronny James will be on the Lakers’ roster 
next season. But it certainly raises the pos-
sibility that it could happen in what would 
be an NBA first — a father-son on-court 
duo in the league simultaneously as play-
ers. There have been about 100 instances in 
NBA history of players joining the league 
after their fathers played, but those always 
came at least five years after the father’s 
career ended.

But LeBron James’ incredible longevity 
— he’ll match Vince Carter for the longest 
career as an NBA player ever this coming 
season, which will be his 22nd in the league 
— makes the father-son duo possible.

“With the 55th pick in the 2024 NBA 
draft, the Los Angeles Lakers select Bronny 
James from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia,” NBA deputy commissioner Mark 
Tatum said in announcing the pick, making 
the moment official for the 19-year-old, who 
was born just before the start of his father’s 

It was a successful sectional final for Bluffton and Norwell at Jay County High School on Sat-
urday. Top, Bluffton’s swim team poses with its first-ever sectional championship trophy in pro-
gram history. The team won with a 425 team score, over 100 points over second-place Delta.

Ryan    
Walker

Top sports moments in Wells County: 
Perhaps the biggest sports day in the year

Norwell poses with a championship trophy for the third time in as many weeks during their semi-
state run. (News-Banner file photos)

Briscoe named to 
replace outgoing Truex 
Jr. at Joe Gibbs Racing

Bronny James

Bronny James, the son of LeBron 
James, taken by the Los Angeles 
Lakers with 55th pick in NBA draft

Judge and Harper are top the 
vote-getters, will start in ASG

By GIDEON RUBIN 
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Ian Happ 
homered in the 10th inning, Nico Hoerner 
had three hits and also went deep, and the 
Chicago Cubs snapped a four-game skid 
with a 5-3 win over the San Francisco 
Giants on Thursday.

Happ homered to center off Luke Jack-
son (4-2) with automatic runner Cody Bell-
inger on base.

Héctor Neris (7-2) struck out two in a 
scoreless ninth inning for the win, and Por-
ter Hodge worked around a first-and-sec-
ond, no-outs jam in the 10th to complete his 
first save opportunity.

Happ acknowledged the Cubs struggles 
in close games this year, noting he hoped 
the win is something his team can build on.

The Giants trailed 3-0 going into the 
sixth, when Jorge Soler’s two-out ground-
rule double highlighted a three-run inning. 
San Francisco hadn’t advanced a runner past 
second before that.

Hoerner hit a two-run homer to left off 
Jordan Hicks in the third. The Cubs extend-
ed their lead later in the inning on Seiya 
Suzuki’s RBI triple.

Hicks gave up three runs in five innings 
in which he struck out seven and walked 
two.

Giants manager Bob Melvin said he 
summoned Jackson to pitch the 10th in part 
out of necessity, noting his bullpen has been 
taxed of late.

The Giants used six pitchers on Thurs-
day and have used at least five in a game 38 
times this season.

Happ homers in 10th, Cubs snap 
4-game skid with win over Giants

(Continued on Page 7)



BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
New York 15 3 .833 —
Connecticut 14 3 .824 ½
Atlanta 6 9 .400 7½
Indiana 7 11 .389 8
Chicago 6 10 .375 8
Washington 4 14 .222 11

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 13 4 .765 —
Seattle 10 6 .625 2½
Las Vegas 9 6 .600 3
Phoenix 8 8 .500 4½
Los Angeles 4 13 .235 9
Dallas 4 13 .235 9

Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Thursday’s Games
Dallas 94, Minnesota 88
Las Vegas 95, Chicago 83
Connecticut 94, Washington 91, OT
Indiana at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Atlanta at Connecticut, 7:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Las Vegas at Washington, 2 p.m.
Dallas at Seattle, 9 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Atlanta at New York, 1 p.m.
Indiana at Phoenix, 3 p.m.
Minnesota at Chicago, 3 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 51 30 .630 —
New York 52 31 .627 —
Boston 43 37 .538 7½
Tampa Bay 40 41 .494 11
Toronto 37 43 .463 13½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Cleveland 51 28 .646 —
Minnesota 45 36 .556 7
Kansas City 45 38 .542 8
Detroit 37 43 .463 14½
Chicago 22 61 .265 31

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Seattle 46 37 .554 —
Houston 40 40 .500 4½
Texas 37 44 .457 8
Los Angeles 33 46 .418 11
Oakland 29 54 .349 17

Wednesday’s Games
Seattle 5, Tampa Bay 2
Philadelphia 6, Detroit 2
Kansas City 5, Miami 1
Houston 7, Colorado 1
Milwaukee 6, Texas 5, 10 innings
L.A. Angels 5, Oakland 2
Baltimore 4, Cleveland 2
L.A. Dodgers 4, Chicago White 

Sox 0
N.Y. Mets 12, N.Y. Yankees 2

Minnesota 8, Arizona 3
Toronto at Boston, 2:05 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Chicago White Sox 1, Atlanta 0
Minnesota 13, Arizona 6
Baltimore 11, Texas 2
Toronto 9, N.Y. Yankees 2
Kansas City 2, Cleveland 1
Detroit at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Washington (Parker 5-3) at Tampa 

Bay (Eflin 3-5), 6:50 p.m.
Texas (Scherzer 1-0) at Baltimore 

(Suárez 3-2), 7:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Stroman 7-3) at 

Toronto (Kikuchi 4-7), 7:07 p.m.
Colorado (Hudson 2-10) at Chicago 

White Sox (Thorpe 1-1), 7:10 p.m.
Houston (Blanco 8-2) at N.Y. Mets 

(Quintana 3-5), 7:10 p.m.
San Diego (Vásquez 2-4) at Boston 

(Pivetta 4-4), 7:10 p.m.
Cleveland (McKenzie 3-4) at Kan-

sas City (Marsh 5-5), 8:10 p.m.
Detroit (Maeda 2-4) at L.A. Angels 

(Plesac 1-1), 9:38 p.m.
Minnesota (Ober 7-4) at Seattle 

(Gilbert 5-4), 9:40 p.m.
Oakland (Sears 4-7) at Arizona 

(Cecconi 2-6), 9:40 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Colorado at Chicago White Sox, 
2:10 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees at Toronto, 3:07 p.m.
Cleveland at Kansas City, 4:10 

p.m.
Houston at N.Y. Mets, 4:10 p.m.
Oakland at Arizona, 4:10 p.m.
San Diego at Boston, 4:10 p.m.
Washington at Tampa Bay, 4:10 

p.m.
Texas at Baltimore, 7:15 p.m.
Detroit at L.A. Angels, 10:07 p.m.
Minnesota at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 53 28 .654 —
Atlanta 44 35 .557 8
New York 39 39 .500 12½
Washington 38 42 .475 14½
Miami 29 52 .358 24

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 48 33 .593 —
St. Louis 41 39 .513 6½
Pittsburgh 39 41 .488 8½
Cincinnati 38 43 .469 10
Chicago 38 44 .463 10½

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 51 31 .622 —
San Diego 44 41 .518 8½
Arizona 39 42 .481 11½
San Francisco 39 43 .476 12
Colorado 27 53 .338 23

Wednesday’s Games
Pittsburgh 6, Cincinnati 1
Philadelphia 6, Detroit 2
Kansas City 5, Miami 1
Atlanta 6, St. Louis 2, 1st game
Houston 7, Colorado 1
Milwaukee 6, Texas 5, 10 innings
San Diego 8, Washington 5

St. Louis 4, Atlanta 1, 2nd game
L.A. Dodgers 4, Chicago White 

Sox 0
N.Y. Mets 12, N.Y. Yankees 2
San Francisco 4, Chicago Cubs 3
Minnesota 8, Arizona 3

Thursday’s Games
Chicago White Sox 1, Atlanta 0
Chicago Cubs 5, San Francisco 3, 

10 innings
Minnesota 13, Arizona 6
Miami 7, Philadelphia 4
Cincinnati 11, St. Louis 4

Friday’s Games
Miami (Tyler 0-0) at Philadelphia 

(Sánchez 5-3), 6:20 p.m.
Washington (Parker 5-3) at Tampa 

Bay (Eflin 3-5), 6:50 p.m.
Colorado (Hudson 2-10) at Chicago 

White Sox (Thorpe 1-1), 7:10 p.m.
Houston (Blanco 8-2) at N.Y. Mets 

(Quintana 3-5), 7:10 p.m.
San Diego (Vásquez 2-4) at Boston 

(Pivetta 4-4), 7:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Pérez 1-3) at Atlanta 

(Morton 4-4), 7:20 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Taillon 4-3) at Mil-

waukee (Rea 6-2), 8:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (Montas 3-5) at St. Louis 

(Pallante 3-3), 8:15 p.m.
Oakland (Sears 4-7) at Arizona 

(Cecconi 2-6), 9:40 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (Knack 1-1) at San 

Francisco (Webb 6-6), 10:15 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Colorado at Chicago White Sox, 
2:10 p.m.

Cincinnati at St. Louis, 2:15 p.m.
Miami at Philadelphia, 4:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee, 4:10 

p.m.
Houston at N.Y. Mets, 4:10 p.m.
Oakland at Arizona, 4:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Atlanta, 4:10 p.m.
San Diego at Boston, 4:10 p.m.
Washington at Tampa Bay, 4:10 

p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco, 

7:15 p.m.

Midwest League
High-A Midwest League Glance

Tuesday, June 25
Lake County 8, Great Lakes 3
West Michigan 15, Lansing 9
Dayton 8, Fort Wayne 4
Beloit 7, Cedar Rapids 2
Peoria 8, Quad Cities 1, 7 innings
South Bend 8, Wisconsin 4

Wednesday, June 26
Lake County 4, Great Lakes 2
Dayton at Fort Wayne, ppd.
Cedar Rapids 8, Beloit 6
Quad Cities 3, Peoria 1
South Bend 5, Wisconsin 4
Lansing 8, West Michigan 1

Thursday, June 27
GM 1 Dayton 10, Fort Wayne 7
GM 2 Dayton at Fort Wayne, late
West Michigan at Lansing, Lansing 

3, West Michigan 0
Friday, June 28

West Michigan at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.

Dayton at Fort Wayne, 7:05 p.m.
Beloit at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Peoria, 7:40 p.m.
South Bend at Wisconsin, 8:05 

p.m.

Saturday, June 29
Dayton at Fort Wayne, 6:35 p.m.
Great Lakes at Lake County, 7 p.m.
West Michigan at Lansing, 7:05 

p.m.

Beloit at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.
South Bend at Wisconsin, 7:40 

p.m.
Quad Cities at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.
Sunday, June 30

WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

VEHICLES

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

SOUTHERN WELLS COM-
MUNITY School is seeking a
second shift custodian. $20.31
per hour with benefits. Please
send a resume of contact
rking@swraiders.com

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 09-26-30-40-

44
Cash4Life — 04-15-17-

34-35, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

01-06-07-10-13-15-20-31-
34-41-43-51-52-53-57-58-
60-64-65-66, BE: 65

Daily Three-Midday — 
01-04-07, SB: 06

Daily Three-Evening — 
05-07-06, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday — 
09-01-05-03, SB: 06

Daily Four-Evening — 
06-06-04-00, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening 
— 07-09-12-16-23-24-25-
26-35-36-41-42-58-61-62-
64-65-69-73-77, BE: 73

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $15.5 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Friday): $116 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $113 million

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to: 
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village | 1350 W. Main St. | Berne, IN 46711 
or email: careers@swissvillage.org 

EOE

Now Seeking: Part-Time Residential Activities Assistant
Swiss Village is now seeking a Part-Time employee to work 24 hours/week as a Residential 

Activities Assistant. Hours may vary each week and will include occasional weekend and 
evening hours. Responsibilities include assisting with the implementation of recreation 

services and programs for Swiss Village residents. This position requires an active Indiana 
For-Hire Endorsement or willingness to obtain upon hire and the ability to pass the 

Indiana DOT physical. This position also requires CPR certification or the willingness to 
become CPR certified within 6 months of hire. The successful candidate must have the 
physical ability to push wheelchairs, be flexible, and must have a clean driving record.

JULY 11 - 10 a.m. - Online 
only - Secured creditors & 
various consignors, owners. 
100+ skid loader attachments, 
tool boxes, workbenches, iron 
gates, chains & binders, 1 trip 
40’ high side shipping contain-
er w/side doors, dome shelter 
container, various truck take 
off parts, dump trucks, 2012-
2014 Freightliner M2106 box 
trucks, day cabs, sleepers, util-
ity trucks, bucket trucks, utility 
& semi trailers, SUV’s, pickup 
trucks, 100+ skid steer attach-
ments & much more! Accepting 
consignments, 815 Adams St., 
Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
JULY 14-JULY 21 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Dave and 
Brenda Double, seller. 40 
Year collection of trains, 2 
realistic model train railway 
layouts, professionally milled 
lumber, downsizing custom 
craft store, shop tools, porce-
lain & other dolls, antiques, fur-
niture, McCoy cookie jars, Hull 
pottery, Sure-Trac utility trailer, 
Commercial Cyclone Rake.  
Preview: July 11 and 18 from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m., 540 W US 224, 
Uniondale. Pat Carter, sale 
manager, 260-273-8294, Stef-
fen Group, www. steffengrp.
com, 824-3006.
JULY 16 - 2-6 p.m. ET - 
(Online) - Farm: William C. 
Lee Trust. Property Loca-
tion: 6 miles south of Angola, 
IN, along E 700 S in Pleasant 
Lake, IN. 156+/- total acres, 
tillable farmland, timber, rec-
reational, pole barn, chicken 
barn, Steuben Twp., Steuben 

Co. Tract 1: 101+/- acres. Tract 
2: 50+/- acres. Tract 3: 5+/- 
acres. Open House by appoint-
ment: Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-
2219, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-
9177. Halderman Real Estate 
& Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com. 
JULY 20 - 9 a.m. - Charles 
(Chuck) Bertsch Estate, 
owner. 3898 E 400 N, Bluff-
ton. Hit & Miss engines (Fair-
banks Morse 5 hp, Fairbanks 
Morse 1½ or 2 hp, more), oil 
well display, 25 to 30 long guns 
and pistols, ammo, drill press, 
mill, snow blowers, trailer, 
M80 Military hot water heater, 
chain saws, welders, industrial 
3 phase motors, tandem bike, 
yard tools, hand tools, Dixon 
ZTR zero turn mower, 11- gar-
den tractors, rear tine tiller, 
lots more. Miz Lehman Real-
tors/Auctioneers, Berne, www.
mizlehman.com, 260-589-
2903.

Public Notices
NOTICE

In accordance with Indiana 
Code 5-15-6-3 requiring prior 
notification to individuals when 
records will be destroyed:

Notice to any individuals born 
in the year 2002, who received 
special education services in 
Adams and/or Wells Counties. 
Please contact Adams Wells Spe-
cial Services no later than August 
9, 2024 if you wish to receive 
copies of your special education 
records. All records requested for 
pick-up and not picked up and non-
requested records for persons born 
in the year 2002 will be permanent-
ly destroyed after August 16, 2024. 
If you wish to request records, you 
must call (260)824-5880 to do so. 
Records must be picked up by 
the person who received services 
unless otherwise legally desig-
nated.

nb 6/18 through 8/7
hspaxlp

LANCASTER TOWNSHIP, WELLS COUNTY INDIANA
The Lancaster Township Board will be having a meeting on Monday, 

July 8, 2024 at 6:00 PM at the Lancaster Township Office located at 915 N 
Main Street, Bluffton Indiana.

Agenda:  Approval of Minutes
 Update On Fire Territory
 Oakland Cemetery Update
 2025 Budget Process
 Other business related to Lancaster Township
David Rigney
Lancaster Township Trustee
915 N. Main Street
Bluffton, In 46714
260-824 9501 Office
260-760-0501 Cell

nb 6/28
hspaxlp

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

120 YOUNG ST, OSSIAN
Clearing out lots of items no
longer needed. Very low
prices; lots of bundles. Some
vintage items incl print music
and Singer sewing machine.
Older style Pampered Chef
and kitchen items. Some baby
items. No clothes. One day.
Jun. 29, 8:00 AM-1:00 PM

1520 RIDGEWOOD LANE,
BLUFFTON MULTI-
GARAGE SALE Boys clothes
and shoes (NB-2T, YL-XL)
Women's S-L and shoes,
purses/bags, household,
books, sports, kids toys, car
seats, & more ! Jun. 28 8:00
AM-5:00 PM Rain or Shine

1132 SUNNY GLEN CT.
BLUFFTON OUR ANNUAL
GARAGE SALE Table saw, 1
self propelled mower and 1
push. New and used girls
clothes size 7-8. And new and
used boys clothes 14-16.
Women's clothes new and
used XL-3X. Lots of alfred
dunner new and used. Bed-
ding, toys, new justice back-
packs, new pool floats, new
crossbody purses. All kinds of
things. Come check it out!
Jun. 27 3:00 PM-7:00 PM,
Jun. 28 8:00 AM-5:00 PM,
Jun. 29 8:00 AM- Rain or
Shine

Receive a free garage 
sale kit when placing  

a three day line  
classified ad.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Campers/RV’s
2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

FOR SALE

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Miscellaneous

Pets

FOR SALE MINI
DACHSHUNDS Looking for
loving homes for mini male
dachshunds puppies they are
very playful and loving they
have good personalities each
their own.I will be giving them
their first shots and deworming
and vet check on Monday .Re-
leasing them on July 5th.
Asking $500.00 260-273-7436
ipchicka77@yahoo.com

GUARANTEED SOLD! A 20 
word, “For Sale” or “Automo-
tive”,  line classified ad in the 
Bluffton News-Banner publish-
es until your item is sold for only 
$39! (Six-month maximum, ex-
cludes real estate). Limited to 
one-item, private party only. 
Add a photo for an additional 
$5. Contact the office at 125 
N. Johnson St., 260-824-0224, 
or submit online to classifieds.
news-banner.com.

Thank you 
for reading
News-BannerThe

SERVICES
Services

Services Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award – 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
844-229-7933 (I)

DURACELL. THE #1 trusted 
battery brand now offering the 
M150 Portable Power Station. 
When fully charged the M150 
provides enough power to 
charge all your devices - lap-
tops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. 
Give the gift of portable power 
this holiday season - only $199. 
Go to portablepower.info/145. 
(I)

News-Banner Scoreboard

Lakers take Bronny James
second NBA season.

It’s possible that Bronny 
James’ debut in a Lakers 
uniform could be July 12 in 
Las Vegas, in the franchise’s 
summer league opener 
against the Houston Rock-
ets.

Bronny James is a guard, 
one who was listed at 
6-foot-4 on Southern Cali-
fornia’s roster but measured 
at 6 feet, 1 1/2 inches at the 
draft combine. That would 
make him one of the short-
est players in the NBA, but 
his athleticism and defen-
sive ability helped give him 
this opportunity.

“Bronny is, first and 
foremost, a person of high 
character,” Pelinka said. 
“And second, he is a young 
man that works incredibly 
hard. Those are the quali-
ties we look for in drafting 
players and adding to our 
developmental corps at the 
Lakers.”

There will be cries of 
nepotism, cries that the Lak-
ers did this only because 
of who LeBron James is. 
But Pelinka insisted that 
the Lakers will have a plan 
for Bronny James’ devel-
opment, that the organiza-
tion sees his potential and 
that he personally has been 
impressed with the character 
Bronny James showed while 
growing up.

Pelinka and the Lakers 
staff, including newly hired 

coach J.J. Redick, made the 
call to Klutch Sports CEO 
Rich Paul before the pick 
was made and were able to 
speak with Bronny James 
moments before the selec-
tion was officially official.

“Coach Redick and I 
were able to welcome him 
to the Lakers family and let 
him know that this moment 
was happening mostly 
because of the work he’s put 
into the game and because 
of the character young 
man that he is,” Pelinka 
said. “That was what was 
expressed to him on the 
phone call.”

Bronny James played 
one year of college basket-
ball at USC and averaged 
4.8 points, 2.8 rebounds and 
2.1 assists per game last sea-
son. He played in 25 games, 
missing the start of the sea-
son after needing a proce-
dure last year to fix what 
was diagnosed as a congeni-
tal heart defect, which was 
found after he went into car-
diac arrest during a summer 
workout.

A panel of doctors 
cleared Bronny James for 
NBA play last month.

Nike, the shoe giant that 
LeBron James has had a 
business relationship with 
through the entirety of his 
NBA career, wasted no time 
in congratulating Bronny 
James by releasing a new ad 
— “The journey continues. 
Welcome to the big stage, 

Bronny,” the company 
wrote.

Day 2 of the draft saw 
24 other players get taken 
before Bronny James, 
though none of them — not 
even close, really — got 
the attention that the No. 55 
selection received, for obvi-
ous reasons.

The 55th pick rarely turns 
out to be a player who cap-
tures a slew of attention. 
The best 55th pick in NBA 
history would be current 
Miami Heat guard Patty 
Mills, selected in 2009 and 
someone who has scored 
7,893 points in his 15-sea-
son career.

Some other notable No. 
55 picks include Marc Iava-
roni, Mark Blount, Kenny 
Gattison and E’Twaun 
Moore. There’s never been 
a No. 55 pick that was an 
NBA All-Star, an All-NBA 
player, an All-Rookie team 
player or an All-Defensive 
team pick.

Last season’s No. 55 
pick, Isaiah Wong, scored 
exactly two points for Indi-
ana as a rookie. Add up 
every No. 55 pick ever, 
and their NBA career scor-
ing total is 28,364 points 
— more than 12,000 points 
less than LeBron James has 
scored in his career.

“The biggest moments in 
sports happen with the Lak-
ers,” Pelinka said. “That’s how 
we’re built and we’re excited 
to see this story unfold.”

(Continued from Page 6)



By MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency will not be able 
to enforce a key rule limit-
ing air pollution in nearly a 
dozen states while separate 
legal challenges proceed 
around the country, under 
a Supreme Court decision 
Thursday.

The EPA’s “good neigh-
bor” rule is intended to 
restrict smokestack emis-
sions from power plants 
and other industrial sources 
that burden downwind areas 
with smog-causing pollu-
tion.

Three energy-producing 
states — Ohio, Indiana and 
West Virginia — challenged 
the rule, along with the steel 
industry and other groups, 
calling it costly and ineffec-
tive.

The Supreme Court put 
the rule on hold while legal 
challenges continue, the 
conservative-led court’s lat-
est blow to federal regula-
tions.

The high court, with a 
6-3 conservative majority, 
has increasingly reined in 
the powers of federal agen-
cies, including the EPA, 
in recent years. The jus-
tices have restricted EPA’s 
authority to fight air and 
water pollution, includ-
ing a landmark 2022 ruling 
that limited EPA’s author-
ity to regulate carbon diox-
ide emissions from power 
plants that contribute to 
global warming.

The court is also weigh-
ing whether to overturn its 
40-year-old Chevron deci-
sion, which has been the 
basis for upholding a wide 
range of regulations on pub-
lic health, workplace safety 
and consumer protections.

A look at the good neigh-
bor rule and the implications 
of the court decision.

What is the 
‘good neighbor’ rule?
The EPA adopted the rule 

as a way to protect down-
wind states that receive 
unwanted air pollution 
from other states. Besides 
the potential health impacts 
from out-of-state pollution, 
many states face their own 
federal deadlines to ensure 
clean air.

States such as Wisconsin, 
New York and Connecticut 
said they struggle to meet 
federal standards and reduce 
harmful levels of ozone 
because of pollution from 
out-of-state power plants, 
cement kilns and natural gas 
pipelines that drift across 
their borders.

Ground-level ozone, 
commonly known as smog, 
forms when industrial pol-
lutants emitted by cars, 
power plants, refineries and 
other sources chemically 
react in the presence of sun-
light. High ozone levels can 
cause respiratory problems, 
including asthma and chron-
ic bronchitis. People with 
compromised immune sys-
tems, the elderly and chil-
dren playing outdoors are 
particularly vulnerable.

Judith Vale, New York’s 
deputy solicitor general, 
told the court that for some 
states, as much as 65% of 

smog pollution comes from 
outside its borders.

States that contribute to 
ground-level ozone must 
submit plans ensuring that 
coal-fired power plants and 
other industrial sites do not 
add significantly to air pol-
lution in other states. In 
cases where a state has not 
submitted a “good neigh-
bor” plan — or where EPA 
disapproves a state plan — a 
federal plan is supposed to 
ensure downwind states are 
protected.
What’s next for the rule?

The Supreme Court deci-
sion blocks EPA enforce-
ment of the rule and sends 
the case back to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Cir-
cuit, which is considering 
a lawsuit challenging the 
regulation that was brought 
by 11 mostly Republican-
leaning states.

An EPA spokesman said 
the agency believes the 
plan is firmly rooted in its 
authority under the Clean 
Air Act and “looks forward 
to defending the merits of 
this vital public health pro-
tection” before that appeals 
court.

The spokesman, Timothy 
Carroll, said the Supreme 
Court’s ruling will “post-
pone the benefits that the 
Good Neighbor Plan is 
already achieving in many 
states and communities.’’

While the plan is on 
pause, “Americans will 
continue to be exposed to 
higher levels of ground-lev-
el ozone, resulting in costly 
public health impacts that 
can be especially harmful to 
children and older adults,’’ 
Carroll said. Ozone dispro-
portionately affects people 
of color, families with low 
incomes, and other vulner-
able populations, he said.

Rich Nolan, president 
and CEO of the National 
Mining Association, said 
he was pleased that the 
Supreme Court “recog-
nized the immediate harm 
to industry and consumers 
posed by this reckless rule. 
No agency is permitted to 
operate outside of the clear 
bounds of the law and today, 
once again, the Supreme 
Court reminded the EPA of 
that fact.’’

With a stay in place, 
Nolan said the mining 
industry looks forward to 
making its case in court that 
the EPA rule “is unlawful 
in its excessive overreach 
and must be struck down to 
protect American workers, 
energy independence, the 
electric grid and the con-
sumers it serves,.”

Few states participate
The EPA rule was intend-

ed to provide a national 
solution to the problem of 
ozone pollution, but chal-
lengers said it relied on the 
assumption that all 23 states 
targeted by the rule would 
participate. In fact, only 
about half that number of 
states were participating as 
of early this year.

A lawyer for industry 
groups that are challenging 
the rule said it imposes sig-
nificant and immediate costs 
that could affect the reliabil-
ity of the electric grid. With 

fewer states participating, 
the rule may result in only a 
small reduction in air pollu-
tion, with no guarantee the 
final rule will be upheld, 
industry lawyer Catherine 
Stetson told the Supreme 
Court in oral arguments ear-
lier this year.

The EPA has said power-
plant emissions dropped by 
18% in 2023 in the 10 states 
where it has been allowed to 
enforce its rule, which was 
finalized last year. Those 
states are Illinois, Indiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, New 
Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and 
Wisconsin. In California, 
limits on emissions from 
industrial sources other than 
power plants are supposed 
to take effect in 2026.

The rule is on hold 
in another dozen states 
because of separate legal 
challenges. The states are 
Alabama, Arkansas, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Minne-
sota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Nevada, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Utah and West Virginia.

Administrative overstep 
or life-saving protection?

Critics, including Repub-
licans and business groups, 
call the good neighbor rule 
an example of government 
overreach.

The EPA rule and other 
Biden administration regu-
lations “are designed to hur-
riedly rid the U.S. power 
sector of fossil fuels by 
sharply increasing the oper-
ating costs, ... forcing the 
plants’ premature retire-
ment,” Republican lawmak-
ers said in a brief filed with 
the high court.

Supporters disputed that 
and called the “good neigh-
bor’’ rule critical to address 
interstate air pollution and 
ensure that all Americans 
have access to clean air.

“Today’s move by far-
right Supreme Court justices 
to stay commonsense clean 
air rules shows just how rad-
ical this court has become,’’ 
said Charles Harper of envi-
ronmental group Evergreen 
Action.

“The court is meddling 
with a rule that would pre-
vent 1,300 Americans from 
dying prematurely every 
year from pollution that 
crosses state borders. We 
know that low-income and 
disadvantaged communities 
with poor air quality will 
bear the brunt of this delay,’’ 
Harper said.

Roger Reynolds, senior 
legal director of the envi-
ronmental group Save the 
Sound, said the decision 
hinders the EPA from pro-
tecting states such as Con-
necticut and New York that 
suffer from ozone pollution 
generated in the Midwest.

“We cannot reach healthy 
air quality for our residents 
without addressing upwind 
pollution, in addition to local 
sources,” Reynolds said.

The rule applies mostly 
to states in the South and 
Midwest that contribute to 
air pollution along the East 
Coast. Some states, such 
as Texas, California, Penn-
sylvania, Illinois and Wis-
consin, both contribute to 
downwind pollution and 
receive it from other states.
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Supreme Court blocks enforcement of EPA’s ‘good neighbor’ pollution rule

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday 
for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency 
abortions, for now, in a procedural order 
that left key questions unanswered and 
could mean the issue ends up before the 
conservative-majority court again soon.

The order was briefly posted on the 
court’s website accidentally on Wednes-
day and abruptly removed. By a 6-3 vote, 
it reverses the court’s earlier order that 
had allowed an Idaho abortion ban to go 
into effect, even in medical emergencies.

Abortion is an animating issue in the 
2024 election campaign, a direct result of 
the court’s seismic ruling two years ago 
that overturned the nationwide right to 
abortion. But in this decision and another 
that preserved access to abortion medi-
cation, the court stopped short of issuing 
broader rulings.

The Idaho order doesn’t answer key 
questions about whether doctors can pro-
vide emergency abortions elsewhere, a 
significant issue as most Republican-con-
trolled states have moved to restrict the 
procedure.

In Texas, for example, an appeals court 
has sided with the state, finding federal 
health care law does not trump a state 
ban on abortion. Complaints of pregnant 
patients being turned away from emer-
gency rooms in Texas immediately spiked 
following the Supreme Court’s 2022 deci-
sion to overturn Roe v. Wade, according 
to federal documents obtained by The 
Associated Press.

The Supreme Court took up the Idaho 
case after the Biden administration sued 
to allow abortions in emergency cases 
where a woman’s health was at serious 
risk. Idaho had argued that its law does 
allow life-saving abortions and the fed-
eral government was wrongly pushing for 
wider exceptions.

But the contours of the issue have 
changed in the months since the court 
agreed to hear it, Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett wrote in a concurrence joined by 
Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh.

“I am now convinced that these cases 
are no longer appropriate for early resolu-
tion,” Barrett wrote, pointing to revisions 
Idaho made to its abortion ban and the 
Biden administration making clear it was 
only seeking to allow emergency abor-
tions in rare cases. Kavanaugh and Barrett 
were both part of the majority who voted 
to overturn Roe v. Wade.

Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson said 
the court should have decided now, argu-
ing its earlier order meant Idaho doctors 
were forced to watch as patients suffered 
or were airlifted out of state for care.

“While this court dawdles and the 
country waits, pregnant people experienc-
ing emergency medical conditions remain 
in a precarious position,” she said, under-
scoring her views by reading a summary 
of her opinion aloud in the courtroom. 
“This court had a chance to bring clarity 
and certainty to this tragic situation, and 
we have squandered it.”

The Supreme Court allows emergency 

abortions in Idaho for now in limited ruling

Former Uvalde police chief indicted over 
response to Robb Elementary shooting

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The former 
Uvalde schools police chief was indicted 
over his role in the slow police response 
to the 2022 massacre at a Texas elemen-
tary school that left 19 children and 
two teachers dead, the local sheriff said 
Thursday.

Pete Arredondo was indicted by a grand 
jury on 10 counts of felony child endan-
germent/abandonment and briefly booked 
into the county jail before he was released 
on bond, Uvalde Sheriff Ruben Nolasco 
told The Associated Press in a text message 
Thursday night.

The Uvalde Leader-News and the San 
Antonio Express-News reported that former 
school officer Adrian Gonzales also was 
indicted on multiple similar charges. The 
Uvalde Leader-News reported that District 
Attorney Christina Mitchell confirmed the 
indictment.

Mitchell did not return phone and email 
messages from The Associated Press seek-
ing comment. Several family members of 
victims of the shooting did not respond to 
phone messages seeking comment.

The indictments make Arredondo, who 
was the on-site commander during the 
attack, and Gonzales the first officers to 
face criminal charges in one of the deadliest 
school shootings in U.S. history. A scathing 
report by Texas lawmakers that examined 
the police response described Gonzales as 
one of the first officers to enter the building 

after the shooting began.
The indictments were kept under seal 

until the men were in custody. It was unclear 
when Arredondo’s indictment would be 
publicly released.

Over two years ago, an 18-year-old gun-
man opened fire in a fourth grade class-
room, where he remained for more than 
70 minutes before officers confronted and 
killed him. In total, 376 law enforcement 
officers massed at Robb Elementary School 
on May 24, 2022, some waiting in the hall-
way outside the classroom, even as the gun-
man could be heard firing an AR-15-style 
rifle inside.

“Today is another day in an impossibly 
painful journey,” state Rep. Joe Moody, who 
helped the state lawmakers investigation, 
posted on the social platform X. “The hurt 
for them will never subside. Today, I pray 
that there is justice and some sense of clo-
sure for them in this process rather than pro-
longed suffering.”

The office of a former attorney for Arre-
dondo said they did not know whether the 
former chief has new representation. The AP 
could not immediately find a phone number 
to reach Gonzales.

Arredondo lost his job three months after 
the shooting. Several officers involved were 
eventually fired, and separate investigations 
by the Department of Justice and state law-
makers faulted law enforcement with botch-
ing their response to the massacre.


