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FABRAL Grandrib

3 Steel Roofing & Siding

30’x40’x12’ 40’x64’x14’ 48’x80’x14’ 60’x120’x14’

$10,900 Erected Price $17,400 Erected Price $25,900 Erected Price $39,900 Erected Price
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1-3’-0”x6’-8” walk door
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Painting at Roush’s pavilion
Paints and stamps were the tools of choice as kids painted various designs at Roush 
Park Tuesday. From left to right, Kenzie Barnes, Bella Quinn and Elsie Quinn all look off 
each other’s designs for inspiration. (Photo by Jonathan Snyder)

BOW open bids for electric 
substation, OK’s extension 
on Hershey’s agreement

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Bids for transformers and breakers meant 

for the new electric substation on Cherry 
Street were opened by the Board of Public 
Works and Safety on Tuesday.

Three bids for transformers and three 
bids for breakers were opened and read 
to the public by Bluffton Engineering 
Consultant Jake Yatzo of Power System 
Engineering. Transformer bids came from 
WEG Transformers, who had the low bid 
at $4,650,800 for the transformer itself, 
but with a 140-week delivery timeline. 
Virginia Transformer’s bid came in at 
$4.9 million with a 60- to 66-month war-
ranty, but with a 65- to 70-week delivery 
timeline. Power Line Supply’s bid came 
in at $5,246,386 with an optional war-
ranty included and a 38-week delivery 
timeline.

Bids for the breakers ran around 
$250,000, with Meiden America Switch-
gear having the low bid for two 69KV cir-
cuit breakers, valued at $210,822.22 with 
an 18-month warranty period and a 34- to 
38-week delivery timeline. Siemen’s bid 
came in at $216,955.56 with no warranty 
period and a 75- to 87-week delivery time-
line. Irby Utilities bid $249,000 with a 60- 
to 66-month warranty period at an addition-
al $9,965 cost and a 96- to 100-week deliv-
ery timeline.

No bids were approved by the board at 
Tuesday’s meeting. Yatzo stated that his 
company will look over each bid in more 
detail and give a recommendation to the 
board. Yatzo hopes that next Tuesday’s 
board meeting will see an approval for both 
the transformers and breakers.

Ossian receives $2.5M loan 
for housing infrastructure

By HOLLY GASKILL
Ossian was awarded $2.5 million in the 

first round of low-interest loans from the 
the Indiana Finance Authority through the 
Residential Infrastructure Fund.

The funds will be used toward public 
infrastructure for a new addition in northern 
Ossian, Fawn Meadows, which is anticipat-
ed to have 168 lots.

The housing development was the only 
one in Wells County and one of 11 statewide 
to be awarded in the first round. In a press 
release Monday, it was announced that $51 
million would be loaned to the 11 develop-
ments to “provide infrastructure to support 
housing”.

The RFI guidelines state that applicable 

uses for the loan are: a water distribution 
system; water treatment plant; wastewa-
ter treatment plant; sanitary sewer system; 
storm sewer system; lift station; street, road, 
or bridge; curb, gutter, or sidewalk; traffic 
signal; street light; and electric or gas distri-
bution line. 

Other recipients were located in Fort 
Wayne, Goshen, Gas City, Auburn, James-
town, Vincennes, Churubusco, Indianapolis, 
Clarksville and Michigan City. 

In 2023, the Indiana General Assembly 
established the RIF program in hopes of 
reducing infrastructure costs for residential 
housing in communities that show a need 
for additional housing. 

holly@news-banner.com Chamber nets two awards 
for Excellence in Innovation

The Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce is proud to announce that it has 
recently received two prestigious awards 
from the Indiana Chamber Executives Asso-
ciation for Excellence in Innovation. These 
annual Excellence Awards recognize inno-
vative new projects introduced by chambers 
in the past year, highlighting programs that 
bring fresh ideas and solutions to their com-
munities.

The first award was granted for the for-
mation of the Wells County Drug Task-
force Committee. This initiative emerged 
in response to an urgent need to tackle drug 
concerns within the community. The Wells 
County Chamber of Commerce took on the 
leadership role in creating this taskforce in 
August 2023. The committee is a diverse 
coalition of nearly 40 individuals represent-
ing various sectors of the community. They 
convene monthly, with sub-committees ded-
icated to raising awareness, disseminating 
information, and developing programs tai-
lored for employers, youth, parents and the 
broader community.

The second award recognized the intro-
duction of the Real Colors Team Building 

workshop in the workplace. Erin Prible, 
who received certification as a Real Colors 
instructor, offers these workshops to local 
businesses and organizations. Real Colors is 
a personality assessment tool that enhances 
communication and collaboration by help-
ing participants understand personality 
dynamics. The workshops provide a user-
friendly and practical approach to uncov-
ering individual temperaments — Gold, 
Green, Blue, or Orange — and leveraging 
this knowledge to improve interpersonal 
relationships and teamwork.

“Through the Real Colors personality 
assessment, our engaging workshops serve 
as a platform for participants to uncover 
their individual temperament and that of 
others. Armed with this invaluable insight, 
individuals can cultivate enhanced commu-
nication abilities and foster stronger rela-
tionships, both within and beyond the pro-
fessional realm,” explained Prible.

Erin Prible and her team are excited to 
share this award with the community and 
Chamber Members. “Our goal is to continue 
to offer programs and resources that are rel-

Pictured in the photo from left are Samantha Creager, media manager; Hattie Wondercheck, 
program manager; Erin Prible, executive director; and Rachel Reinhard, accounting manager. 
(Photo submitted)

Surgeon general declares gun violence a public health emergency
By AMANDA SEITZ 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. surgeon general on Tuesday 
declared gun violence a public 
health crisis, driven by the fast-
growing number of injuries and 
deaths involving firearms in the 
country.

The advisory issued by Dr. 

Vivek Murthy, the nation’s top 
doctor, came as the U.S. grappled 
with another summer weekend 
marked by mass shootings that left 
dozens of people dead or wound-
ed.

“People want to be able to walk 
through their neighborhoods and 
be safe,” Murthy told The Asso-
ciated Press in a phone interview. 

“America should be a place where 
all of us can go to school, go to 
work, go to the supermarket, go 
to our house of worship, without 
having to worry that that’s going 
to put our life at risk.”

To drive down gun deaths, 
Murthy calls on the U.S. to ban 
automatic rifles, introduce univer-
sal background checks for pur-

chasing guns, regulate the indus-
try, pass laws that would restrict 
their use in public spaces and 
penalize people who fail to safely 
store their weapons.

None of those suggestions can 
be implemented nationwide with-
out legislation passed by Con-
gress, which typically recoils at 
gun control measures. Some state 

legislatures, however, have enact-
ed or may consider some of the 
surgeon general’s proposals.

Surgeon General Murthy said 
there is “broad agreement” that 
gun violence is a problem, citing 
a poll last year that found most 
Americans worry at least some-
times that a loved one might be 

By HANNAH FINGERHUT, 
DAVE COLLINS 

and MARGERY A. BECK 
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — Tor-
nado warnings, flash flooding and large 
hail added insult to injury for people in 
the Midwest already contending with 
heat, humidity and intense flooding after 
days of rain.

The National Weather Service on 
Tuesday afternoon and evening issued 
multiple tornado warnings in parts of 
Iowa and Nebraska as local TV news 
meteorologists showed photos of large 
hail and spoke of very heavy rain.

Earlier on Tuesday, floodwaters 
breached levees in Iowa, creating dan-
gerous conditions that prompted evacu-
ations.

A vast swath of lands from eastern 

Nebraska and South Dakota to Iowa and 
Minnesota has been under siege from 
flooding from torrential rains since last 
week, while also being hit with a scorch-
ing heat wave. Up to 18 inches (46 centi-
meters) of rain have fallen in some areas, 
and some rivers rose to record levels. 
Hundreds of people were rescued, homes 
were damaged and at least two people 
died after driving in flooded areas.

The sheriff’s office in Monona 
County, near the Nebraska border, said 
the Little Sioux River breached levees 
in several areas. In neighboring Wood-
bury County, the sheriff’s office posted 
drone video on Facebook showing the 
river overflowing the levee and flooding 
land in rural Smithland. No injuries were 
immediately reported.

Patrick Prorok, emergency manage-

Iowa floodwaters breach 
levees as more rain hits

(Continued on Page 2)
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Electric substation Weather
Wednesday, June 26, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:37 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 79; Low: 67; Precipitation: 0.13 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.71  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Showers and thunderstorms before 2 p.m., then 

showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm between 2 p.m. 
and 3 p.m., then a chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after 3 p.m. High near 79. Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph 
becoming northwest in the afternoon. Chance of precipita-
tion is 80%. New rainfall amounts between a quarter and 
half of an inch possible. 

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 60. North 
wind around 5 mph. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 80. North wind 
around 5 mph. 

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 59. 
East wind around 5 mph. 

Friday: A 20% chance of showers after 2 p.m. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 84.

Friday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely, mainly 
after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 70. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%.

Saturday: Showers and thunderstorms likely, mainly 
after 2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 87. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%.

Saturday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely, 
mainly before 8 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 61. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 78.
Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 53.
Monday: Sunny, with a high near 80.
Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 61.
Tuesday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. Most-

ly sunny and hot, with a high near 90.

HOURS
 Thursday - Friday 3:00 - 8:00pm

 Saturday 12:00 - 8:00pm

(765) 727-1027
www.dash90wines.com

zane@dash90wines.com

Finest Wine In Wells County!

6750 W 900 S-90 Warren, IN 46792

June 22 - Live Music Concert: The Rylie Lynn Band
with Uncle Matt’s BBQ Shack 

June 29 - JB’s Cuisine Machine

Upcoming Events

1421 Manchester St.,
Decatur, IN

½ block west of U.S. 27 North

260-724-2276 • www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR 
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

1595 Harrison Plaza • Bluff ton, IN

A Purchase of $3000 or More A Purchase of $4000 or More

$300 $500
off off

MARIACHI LOCO
     Mexican Grill & Bar
MARIACHI LOCOMARIACHI LOCO

Call for Carry-Out 260-827-0616

Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons.

Expires 6/30/2024

Limit 1 coupon per party per visit. Not 
valid with other discounts or coupons. 

Expires 6/30/2024

The board also approved 
an extension to the special 
agreement allowing higher 
pH discharges for Hershey’s 
Salty Snacks. In January 
2023, the company was 
allowed higher pH discharg-
es than stated in Bluffton’s 

Municipal Code, provided 
work continues on their own 
wastewater treatment pro-
cess they are building. The 
extension will carry until 
Hershey’s completes its own 
wastewater treatment project 
or until Dec. 31, 2025. 

Furthermore, the board 

approved St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church to use the parking 
lot west of the Pak-A-Sak 
on Wabash Street for a fun-
draiser during the Bluffton 
Free Street Fair. Parking for 
the fundraiser will be $5 per 
car.

Additionally the board 

approved raises for two 
city employees. Waste-
water Department Plant 
Operator Steve Bracht and 
Electric Department Line-
man Justin King were both 
given $1 per hour merit 
raises.

jonathan@news-banner.com

ment coordinator in Monona 
County, described waking 
people at about 4 a.m. in 
Rodney, a town of about 45 
people, to recommend evac-
uation. Later Tuesday morn-
ing, the water hadn’t yet 
washed into the community.

“People up the hill are 
saying it is coming our 
way,” Prorok said.

As new areas were flood-
ing Tuesday, some cities 
and towns were cleaning 
up after the waters receded 
while others downstream 
were piling sandbags and 
taking other measures to 
protect against the oncoming 
swelled currents. Some nor-
mal, unassuming tributaries 
ballooned into rushing riv-
ers, damaging homes, build-
ings and bridges.

“Normally, this river is 
barely a trickle,” 71-year-
old Hank Howley said as 
she watched the Big Sioux’s 
waters gush over a broken 
and partially sunken rail 
bridge in North Sioux City, 
South Dakota, on Monday. 
“Really, you could just walk 
across it most days.”

South Dakota state geolo-
gist Tim Cowman said that 
the five major rivers in the 
state’s southeastern corner 
have crested and are drop-

ping, albeit it slowly. The 
last of those rivers to crest, 
the James, did so early Tues-
day.

In a residential develop-
ment along McCook Lake 
in North Sioux City, the dev-
astation became clear Tues-
day as floodwaters began 
to recede from Monday, 
exposing collapsed streets, 
utility poles and trees. Some 
homes had been washed off 
their foundations.

“Currently, there is no 
water, sewer, gas or elec-
trical service in this area,” 
Union County Emergency 
Management said in a Face-
book post.

President Joe Biden 
approved a major disas-
ter declaration for affected 
counties in Iowa on Mon-
day, a move that paves the 
way for federal aid to be 
granted.

To the south in Sioux 
City and Woodbury County, 
Iowa, officials responded 
to residents’ complaints 
that they had received little 
warning of the flooding and 
its severity. Sioux City Fire 
Marshal Mark Aesoph said 
at a news conference Tues-
day that rivers crested higher 
than predicted.

“Even if we would have 
known about this two weeks 

ago, there was nothing we 
could do at this point. We 
cannot extend the entire 
length of our levee,” Sioux 
City Fire Marshal Mark 
Aesoph said. “It’s impos-
sible.”

Water had spilled over 
the Big Sioux River levee, 
and Aesoph estimated hun-
dreds of homes likely have 
some internal water damage.

Homes on the south side 
of Spencer, Iowa near the 
Little Sioux River are unliv-
able as water has reached 
the main floor, resident Ben 
Thomas said. A lot of people 
in town are facing a “double 
whammy,” with homes and 
businesses affected.

Officials in Woodbury 
County said around a dozen 
bridges over the Little Sioux 
River had been topped by 
flood water, and each would 
need to be inspected to see if 
they can reopen to traffic.

Forever Wildlife Lodge 
and Clinic, a nonprofit ani-
mal rescue, in northwest 
Iowa has answered over 200 
calls since the flooding start-
ed, said licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator Amanda Hase.

Hase described the flood-
ing as “catastrophic” for 
Iowa wildlife, which are 
getting washed out of dens, 
injured by debris and sepa-

rated from each other. She 
and other rehabilitators are 
responding to calls about all 
kinds of species, from fawns 
and groundhogs to bunnies 
and eaglets.

“I’ve never seen it this 
bad before, ever,” she said.

Further to the east in 
Humboldt, Iowa, a record 
crest of 16.5 feet was 
expected Wednesday at the 
west fork of the Des Moines 
River. Amid high tempera-
tures and humidity, nearly 
68,000 sandbags have been 
laid, according to county 
emergency manager Kyle 
Bissell.

Bissell told reporters 
Tuesday that there was no 
water on the streets yet, but 
flooding had begun in some 
backyards and was reaching 
up to foundations. Humboldt 
is home to nearly 5,000 resi-
dents.

More severe weather was 
forecast to move into the 
region Tuesday, potentially 
bringing large hail, damag-
ing winds and even a brief 
tornado or two in parts of 
western Iowa and eastern 
Nebraska, according to the 
National Weather Service. 
Showers and storms were 
also possible in parts of 
South Dakota and Minne-
sota, the agency said.

evant to our Chamber Members. Our 
team works diligently throughout the 
year, dedicating their time and talents to 
serve our members in creative, sustain-
ing, and impacting ways,” she added.

The Wells County Chamber of 

Commerce is committed to support-
ing local businesses and enhancing the 
community’s well-being through inno-
vative programs and strategic partner-
ships. These awards from ICEA under-
score the Chamber’s dedication to 
addressing critical issues and fostering 

professional development within Wells 
County.

For more information about the 
Wells County Chamber of Commerce 
and its programs, visit their website at 
wellscoc.com or contact their office at 
260-824-0510.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Iowa floodwaters

Gun violence
injured by a firearm. More than 48,000 
Americans died from gun injuries in 
2022.

Doctors quickly praised Murthy’s 
advisory. The American Academy 
of Family Physicians, for example, 
has considered gun violence a public 
health epidemic for over a decade.

“Family physicians have long 
understood, and have seen first hand, 
the devastating impact firearm vio-
lence has on our patients and the com-
munities we serve,” the group’s presi-
dent, Steven Furr, said in a statement.

Murthy’s advisory, however, 
promises to be controversial with the 
gun lobby and will certainly incense 
Republican lawmakers, most of whom 
opposed his confirmation — twice — 
to the job over his statements on gun 
violence.

The National Rifle Association 
promptly rebuked Murthy’s advisory.

“This is an extension of the Biden 
Administration’s war on law-abiding 
gun owners,” Randy Kozuch, the orga-
nization’s president, said in a statement 
on X.

It was the NRA, and Republicans 
who enjoy the powerful gun lobby’s 
support, that almost derailed Murthy’s 
confirmation as surgeon general a 
decade ago. Murthy became quieter on 
the issue of gun violence after his past 
statements almost cost him the job. He 
ended up promising the Senate that he 
did “not intend to use my office as sur-
geon general as a bully pulpit on gun 
control.”

Then-President Donald Trump dis-
missed Murthy in 2017, but President 
Joe Biden nominated him again to the 
position in 2021.

Murthy has published warnings 
about troubling health trends in Ameri-
can life, including loneliness and social 
media use. In an opinion piece in The 
New York Times this month, he said 
social media has contributed to a men-
tal health crisis among the country’s 
young people and asked Congress to 
require warning labels on social media 
platforms similar to those on cigarette 
boxes.

But he also has faced mounting 
pressure from some doctors and Dem-
ocratic advocacy groups to speak out 
more. A group of four former surgeon 
generals asked the Biden administra-
tion to produce a report on the problem 
in 2022.

“It is now time for us to take this 
issue out of the realm of politics and 
put it in the realm of public health, the 
way we did with smoking more than a 
half century ago,” Murthy told the AP.

It was a 1964 report from the sur-
geon general that raised awareness 
about the dangers of smoking is largely 
credited with reducing tobacco use and 

precipitating regulations on the indus-
try.

Murthy now hopes his advisory on 
guns will shift the conversation, too, 
on this issue. He has been encouraged 
by some developments in Congress, 
including the passage of the Bipartisan 
Safer Communities Act in 2022 that 
enhanced background checks for fire-
arms.

A White House report obtained by 
The Associated Press says that more 
thorough background checks have 
stopped roughly 800 sales of firearms 
to people under age 21. Addition-
ally, more than 500 people, including 
some linked to transnational cartels 
and organized crime rings, have been 
charged with gun trafficking and other 
crimes under the landmark gun safety 
legislation.

Children and younger Americans, 
in particular, are suffering from gun 
violence, Murthy notes in his advi-
sory called “Firearm Violence: A Pub-
lic Health Crisis in America.” Suicide 
by gun rates have increased by nearly 
70% for those between the ages of 
10 to 14. Children in the U.S. are far 
more likely to die from gun wounds 
than children in other countries, the 

research he gathered shows.
For pediatricians, talking with fami-

lies about locking up their guns away 
from their children has become a rou-
tine part of well visits, said Benjamin 
Hoffman, the president of the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics. When chil-
dren can’t get access to a gun, it pre-
vents a large chunk of gun deaths and 
injuries — accidental shootings and 
suicides.

“Having access to a firearm for a 
child who is experiencing a behavioral 
health crisis is an absolute recipe for 
the most tragic things you can imag-
ine,” Hoffman said.

Even when children are not direct 
victims of a gun shooting, they may 
suffer from mental health blowback 
of gun violence, the report says. About 
half of teens in the U.S. worry about a 
school shooting. And in areas that have 
been exposed to a fatal shooting at a 
school, youth antidepressant use jumps 
by more than 20%.

In addition to new regulations, Mur-
thy calls for an increase in gun vio-
lence research and for the health sys-
tem to promote and educate patients 
about gun safety and proper storage 
during checkups.

(Continued from Page 1)

LAS VEGAS (AP) — A man 
who fatally shot five people and 
critically injured a 13-year-old 
girl at apartments near Las Vegas 
has killed himself, authorities said 
Tuesday.

The North Las Vegas Police 
Department said the suspected 
shooter, 47-year-old Eric Adams, 
killed himself Tuesday morning as 
he was confronted by officers in a 
neighborhood. Authorities had been 
searching for him since Monday 
night’s shootings in separate apart-
ment units.

Efforts to locate relatives of 
Adams for comment weren’t imme-
diately successful.

Police said initially they found 
two women dead while investigat-
ing reports of a shooting late Mon-
day at an apartment in North Las 
Vegas. One of them was in her early 
40s and the other in her late 50s, 
according to the department.

While officers were investi-
gating, the department said, they 
learned a teen girl had been taken 
to a hospital with critical gunshot 

wounds and that there could be 
more victims in a nearby apartment.

Officers then found the bodies of 
two women in their mid-20s and a 
man in his early 20s. All five victims 
had been shot, police said. They 
weren’t immediately identified.

The discovery led to an over-
night search for Adams, who 
authorities had described as “armed 
and dangerous.”

Just after 10 a.m. Tuesday, police 
learned that the suspect had been 
seen at a business in North Las 
Vegas.

As officers arrived in the area, 
they saw the suspect with a firearm, 
running into the backyard of a near-
by home. The department said offi-
cers followed him, but the suspect 
refused to drop his weapon and died 
by suicide.

Police haven’t disclosed a 
motive for the shootings, which 
they described as an “isolated inci-
dent.” A spokesperson for the police 
department didn’t respond Tuesday 
to phone and emailed requests for 
more information.

Suspect is dead after shootings 
near Las Vegas leave 5 people 
dead, teen injured, police say
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INCIDENTS
City:
Friday, 2:02 p.m., Wil-

liams and Silver streets. 
Report of a manhole cover 
tilted and sticking up.

Friday, 2:09 p.m., Inteva 
Products. Portable breath 
test requested for employee, 
possibly under the influence.

Fr iday,  3 :24 p .m. , 
Walmart. Report of a theft.

Friday, 4:56 p.m., Kehoe 
Park. Report of man and 
woman under the influence. 
One person taken into cus-
tody.

Friday, 7:05 p.m., Roush 
Park. Report of a branch in 
the roadway.

Friday, 7:16 p.m., 700 
block of South Williams 
Street. Caller reported elderly 
woman living without utili-
ties, welfare check requested.

Friday, 10:03 p.m., 500 
block of South Merchant 
Street. Report of dog in 
neighbor’s yard. Able to get 
dog back home.

Friday, 11:04 p.m., Cot-
tonwood Court and Cen-
tral Avenue. Report of man 
walking in area between 
duplex. Unable to locate.

Saturday, 2:38 a.m., All 
American. Jovohn Kelsaw 
arrested on warrant.

Saturday, 10:51 a.m., 
Walmart. Caller reported 
woman hit his car while it 
was parked with his children 
inside, then reparked her car.

Saturday, 4:15 p.m., 600 
block of Westfield Drive. 
Report of threatening via 
Facebook.

Saturday, 9:47 p.m., 400 
block of Cedar Road. Report 
of threatening via phone.

Saturday, 10:20 p.m., 800 
block of Helen Drive. Caller 
complained about music.

Sunday, 3:23 p.m., Kroger. 
Welfare check requested for 
vehicle with dog inside with 
windows down.

Sunday, 4:10 p.m., South 
and Williams streets. Caller 
reported someone let their 
two full-size German Shep-
herds out, not sure who.

Sunday, 4:15 p.m., Wells 
Community Swimming Pool. 
Caller reported man taking 
video of child going down 
slide, family member asked 
man to stop and he left.

Sunday, 7:05 p.m., Main 
Street and S.R. 124. Brit-
tany Adkins arrested during 
traffic stop for driving while 
suspended.

Sunday, 10:48 p.m., 20 
block of Hi Lo Drive. Caller 
reported domestic issue.

Sunday, 11:50 p.m., 1100 
block of Hollyhock Lane. 
Caller complained about 
dogs barking and no one 
coming to the door. (Dogs 
can’t open doors.)

Monday, 6:37 a.m., Wil-
liams and Market streets. 
Report of a Grey Mustang 
that jumped a curb. Driver 
advised he was picking up 
friends for football practice. 
Warned for behavior.

Monday, 10:51 a.m., 100 
block of North Main Street. 
Caller reported someone hit 
them with a cup.

Monday, 2:02 p.m., 
600 block of Beth Avenue. 
Report of threatening via 
phone call.

Monday, 4:35 p.m., Water 
and Main streets. Welfare 
check requested for home-
less man laying in the grass. 
Subject was given a ride to 
McDonald’s.

Monday, 7:39 p.m., Vale-
ro Renewable Fuels. Report 
of a grass file between Vale-
ro and Peyton’s along rail-
road tracks.

Monday, 7:49 p.m., 
Walmart. Report of fighting.

Monday, 9:45 p.m., 200 
block of East Washing-
ton Street. Welfare check 
requested for man under 
influence.

Tuesday, 6:54 a.m., S.R. 
124 and Westfield Drive. 
Car versus deer.

Tuesday, 11:33 a.m., 600 
block of South Dougherty 
Street. Report of fraud.

County:
Friday, 1:26 p.m., 6900S 

700W, Warren. Report of 
a semi stuck with a tipped 
trailer.

Friday, 5:26 p.m., Kehoe 
Park. Welfare check on two 
individuals revealed that one 
subject was a registered sex 
offender failing to comply 
with rules. Christopher Bal-
lard arrested for failure to 
register.

Saturday, 9:22 a.m., 1000 
block of North Washington 

Street, Bluffton. Multiple 
callers reported an issue with 
a dog killing a cat in the 
neighborhood.

Saturday, 10:50 a.m., 
1100 North Sunset Drive, 
Zanesville. Caller reported 
issues with animals not hav-
ing food or water.

Saturday, 11:27 a.m., 
1100 North Sunset Drive, 
Zanesville. Caller reported 
subject pointed gun at her 
after she went to get his 
address to make a police 
report. Officer found no 
evidence a criminal act 
occurred.

Saturday, 9:37 p.m., 1100 
South Scott Street, Bluffton.  
Roberto David Garcia Flores 
arrested at his residence on 
warrant for driving without 
a license.

Saturday, 11:58 p.m., 
2700 West Rock Hill Lane, 
Zanesville. Report of a ver-
bal dispute.

Sunday, 1:30 a.m., 1150S 
and South 700E, Geneva. 
Caller reported running 
vehicle parked in roadway 
with subject inside. Driver 
was intoxicated. Daniel 
Townsend taken into cus-
tody.

Sunday, 1:15 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Protective order 
served to Kyle Peterson.

Monday, 9:13 a.m., Wells 
County Jail. Officer assisted 
subject with jump start in 
parking lot.

Monday, 3:21 p.m., 600 
block of East 300N, Bluff-
ton. Caller reported subjects 
at residence stating they 
were with media company.

Monday, 9:29 p.m., 3500 
East Market Street, Petro-
leum. Caller reported loud 
music.

Monday, 11:34 p.m., 
Main and East Market 
streets, Petroleum. Driver 
cited for speeding 68 in a 55 
mph zone.

Tuesday, 12:20 a.m., S.R. 
124 and 700E, Bluffton. 
Semi vs. cattle. Cow owner 
removed cow from roadway 
and will remove cows from 
ditch later.

Tuesday, 2:05 a.m., 9300 
South 100 East, Keystone. 
Report of a domestic issue.

Tuesday, 9:09 a.m., Wells 
County Courthouse. Hunter 
Butts taken into custody on 
two warrants.

Tuesday., 9:14 a.m., 100 
block of East 300 North, 
Bluffton. Caller reported 
subject going door to door 
claiming to be with a media 
company, asking suspicious 
question. Possibly same sub-
jects from previous calls.

Ossian:
Friday, 3:59 p.m., Silo 

Farms. Report of theft.
Saturday, 12:33 p.m., 500 

block of South Jefferson 

Street, Ossian. Wallet locat-
ed in parking lot. Owner 
contacted.

Saturday, 8:18 p.m., 
3900 East 900 North, 
Ossian. Caller reported 
subject refused to return 
vehicle that was loaned to 
them. Advised it is a civil 
issue.

Sunday, 8:43 p.m., Bitter-
sweet Lane and North Jeffer-
son Street, Ossian. Report of 
stray dog.

Monday, 7:49 p.m., 
Ossian Town Hall. Caller 
reported they found a debit 
card in town. Card returned 
to owner.

ARRESTS
Gina Dawn Sizemore, 

55, Bluffton; theft, a Class 
A misdemeanor. Booked and 
released.

Christopher Mark Bal-
lard, 41, Saginaw, Michi-
gan.; failure to possess ID 
as a sex offender, a Class 
A misdemeanor, and sex 
offender registration viola-
tion, a Level 6 Felony. Bond 
set at $6,500.

Jovohn Jair Kelsey, 45, 
Fort Wayne; operating with 
controlled substance in body, 
a Class C misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $500.

Mason Bradie Boomer-
shine, 20, Craigville; minor 
possessing an alcoholic 
beverage and two counts of 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated, all Class C 
misdemeanors. Bond set at 
$1,000.

Tristan Mikkal Pharr, 31, 
Bluffton; driving while sus-
pended — prior and theft, 
both Class A misdemeanors. 
Bond set at $1,500.

Roberto David Garcia 
Flores, 24, Bluffton; operat-
ing without ever obtaining 
a license, a Class C misde-
meanor. Bond set at $1,000.

Tess Elise Zirkle, 23, 
Hartford City; operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated, a 
Class C misdemeanor, and 
operating a vehicle with an 
ACE of .15 or more, a Class 
A misdemeanor.

Daniel  Ray Edwin 
Townsend, 37, Geneva; oper-
ating a vehicle while intoxi-
cated — endangerment and 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated, both Class A mis-
demeanors. Bond set at $500.

Katie Lynn Parker, 43, 
Bluffton; operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$500.

Brittany Adkins, 35, 
Bluffton; driving while 
suspended, a Class A mis-
demeanor. Booked and 
released.

That Jut, 43, Fort Wayne; 
battery — bodily injury, a 
Class B misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $1,000.
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Paul E. Ealing, 90, of Bluffton, 
passed away Monday after-
noon, June 24, 2024, at Ossian 
Health Care.

Paul was born Feb. 2, 1934, 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana to Earl 
and Goldie (Fulmer) Ealing. 
He worked at General Electric 
and retired from Magnavox 
in Fort Wayne after 20 years. 
Paul also owned and operated 
Paul Ealing Ford in Ossian from 
1969 to 1979, and Paul Ealing 
Chrysler in Bluffton from 1975 to 1979. 
He was a longtime member of Murray 
Missionary Church. Paul enjoyed hunting, 
was a talented painter, an avid I.U. Bas-
ketball fan and always enjoyed having 
the family together!

On March 29, 1952, in Fort Wayne, 
Paul and Barbara (Lepper) Ealing were 
married. They shared 67 years of mar-
riage together before she preceded him in 
death Feb. 11, 2019.

Survivors include his children, Dennis 
(Angie) Ealing of Ossian, Denise (Steve) 
Gerber of Bluffton, Paula (Stan) Urbine of 
Fort Wayne and a daughter-in-law, Susan 
G. Ealing of Bluffton. He is also survived 

by eight grandchildren, 19 
great-grandchildren and one 
great-great-grandson.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents; his wife Barbara; a 
son, Lynn A. Ealing on March 3, 
2024; a grandson, Jason Paul 
Ealing in 2003; three sisters; 
and one brother.

Visitation will be held from 3 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, June 
27, 2024, at the Thoma/Rich, 
Lemler Funeral Home in Bluff-

ton and for one hour prior to the service.
Funeral services will be held at 10:30 

a.m. Friday, June 28, 2024, at the funeral 
home with Pastor Mike Gilbert officiating. 
Burial will follow at Fairview Cemetery in 
Bluffton.

Memorials may be made in Paul’s 
memory to the Murray Missionary 
Church and can be directed to the funer-
al home.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Lemler family 
of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton. Friends can send online condo-
lences to the Ealing family at www.thom-
arich.com.

Paul E. Ealing, 90

Robert Charles Maidens, 90, 
passed away on Friday, June 
21, 2024. 

He was born in Manistee, 
Michigan on March 9, 1930. 
Robert was preceded in death 
by his wife of 70 years, Inez 
Rose (Monnot) Maidens; his 
daughter, Roxanne Kahn; 
grandchild, Patrick Norman 
Morgan; and great-grandchild, 
Marilyn Rose Kahn. 

He is survived by three 
daughters, Rowena (Charles) Morgan, 
Robin (Jim Sliger) and Regina (Dallas) 
Humphrey; five grandchildren, Bridget 
Greaves, Adam Kahn, Casey (Angela) 
Morgan, Kristine (Judah) Vandevelde and 
Dominique (Joseph) Simpson; 16 great-
grandchildren, David, Levi, Lorne, Orion, 
Sam, Trek, Henry, Eva, Lucas, Titus, Oliver, 
Finley, Marissa, Joseph, Emmitt and Rem-
ington. 

Robert loved his family and spending 
time with them. He also loved his pet 
bunny, Frisky. Robert loved to tell jokes 
and pull pranks on people. He consid-
ered himself a jokester. Robert also would 

say he had been a workaholic 
all his life. He would laugh and 
tell you he had retired several 
times from different places and 
he was very active until about 
a month ago. Robert would tell 
you he had no aches or pains 
and just couldn’t believe it at his 
age and he really didn’t. He was 
a lucky man with good health. 
In John 10:10, Jesus says, “I 
came that they may have and 
enjoy life, and have it in abun-

dance” (to the full, till it overflows) and 
Robert did this every day. Robert was 
always happy. 

A funeral service will be held at 10 a.m. 
on Monday, July 1, 2024, at Elzey-Patter-
son-Rodak Funeral Home, 120 West Mill 
St. in Ossian, with visitation one hour prior. 
Visitation will also be held from 2-6 p.m. 
on Sunday, June 30, 2024, at Elzey-Patter-
son-Rodak Funeral Home. Burial to follow 
the service at Oak Lawn Cemetery. Contri-
butions in Robert’s memory may be made 
to Honor Flight of Northeast Indiana. 

Visit www.elzey-patterson-rodak.com to 
leave condolences.

Robert Maidens, 90

Ellis H. McFadden, 95, of 
rural Fort Wayne, passed away 
on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. 

Ellis was born on April 23, 
1929, in Fort Wayne, son to 
the late Otis A. and Edna V. 
(Pfeiffer) McFadden. He was 
married to the love of his life, 
Marilynn (Lehneke) McFadden 
for 76 years. 

He was a lifelong farmer and 
very active on the Allen Coun-
ty Soil Conservation Board and 
Farm Bureau. He also received the pres-
tigious Indiana Master Farmer award.His 
eagerness to master new technologies 
in farming along with his incredible work 
ethic made him extremely successful. He 
was a member of the Poe Volunteer Fire 
Department for 75 years. Ellis was one of 
the original appointed Board Members of 
the Southwest Fire District in 1987 and 
served until December 2020. He was the 
longest serving board member. His focus, 
dedication and hard work always ensured 
the job would get done. Ellis was always 
there for his friends and neighbors and 

enjoyed the time he had with 
them. He was extremely proud 
of his family.  

Surviving are his daughters, 
Sharon McFadden Ray, Rita 
(Tom) Tilden, Carla DeKoninck, 
Ellen Moore and Amy (Louis) 
Leonardi; eight grandchildren, 
15 great-grandchildren; and 
three great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 

sister, Verna Keever; and brothers, Don-
ald McFadden and Richard McFadden. 

Join us as we come together and honor 
the life of Ellis McFadden. A light lun-
cheon and refreshments will be served at 
1 p.m. at the Poe Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, 3619 E Yoder Rd. in Poe. We have 
all felt sadness and grief for Ellis’ passing, 
but now it’s time for us to celebrate the 
remarkable life he lived! Preferred memo-
rials may be made to the Poe Volunteer 
Fire Department Inc.  

Visit www.elzey-patterson-rodak.com to 
leave condolences.

Ellis McFadden, 95

Marilynn J. McFadden, 94, of 
rural Fort Wayne, passed away 
on Friday, June 21, 2024. 

Marilynn was born on March 
9, 1930 in Fort Wayne. Pre-
ceded in death by her husband 
of 76 years, Ellis H. McFadden, 
Marilynn was a lifelong farmer. 
She was a stage 4 cancer survi-
vor for almost 30 years. 

Marilynn was very active in 
the Poe Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Women’s Auxiliary. She 
received the prestigious Lois Boaz award 
for outstanding IVFA auxiliary member. 
She was very involved with Farm Bureau 
Pet and Hobby for many years. 

Marilynn loved distributing holiday flow-
ers, candy and having jovial conversations 
with the people in the community that were 
homebound. Marilynn was always ready to 
play games with her family and friends. She 
enjoyed doing puzzles and making quilts 
for her loved ones. She loved researching 
her genealogy at the local library, collecting 
stamps, coins and spending time with her 
grandkids. In the summer, you could find 
her fishing at her favorite spots. She worked 
hard and played harder. 

Surviving are her daughters, Sharon 
McFadden Ray, Rita (Tom) Tilden, Carla 
DeKoninck, Ellen Moore and Amy (Louis) 
Leonardi; grandchildren, Stacey (JC Study) 
Tilden, Brian (Bethany) Tilden, Michele 
(Robin) Simerman, Joni (Phil) Horton, 

Jason (Amanda) Moore, Tyler 
(Courtney) Leonardi, Carissa 
(Jonathan) Green and Greyson 
Leonardi; 14 great-grandchil-
dren; and three great-great-
grandchildren. 

In addition to her hus-
band, she was preceded in 
death by her father, Everett F. 
Lehneke; mother, Maivis N. 
(Freck) Lehneke; sister, Phyllis 
S (Lehneke) Wilkie; and great-
grandson, Jonathan Moore. 

Family and friends will gather for visita-
tion from 2-5 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. on Friday, 
June 28, 2024, with an IVFA service at 
7 p.m. at Elzey-Patterson-Rodak Funeral 
Home, 120 West Mill St., Ossian. Funeral 
service will be at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 29, 2024, with visitation one hour 
prior at the funeral home. Burial will be at 
Oak Lawn Cemetery. 

Join us after the funeral service as we 
come together and honor the life of Mari-
lynn and Ellis McFadden. A light luncheon 
and refreshments will be served at 1 p.m. 
at the Poe Volunteer Fire Department, 
3619 E Yoder Rd. in Poe. We have all felt 
sadness and grief for Marilynn and Ellis’ 
passing, but now it’s time for us to cele-
brate the remarkable life they lived! 

Preferred memorials may be made to 
the Poe Volunteer Fire Department Inc. 
Visit www.elzey-patterson-rodak.com to 
leave condolences.

Marilynn McFadden, 94

Infant Susan Girod of Bearcreek Town-
ship in Bryant, passed away on Monday, 
June 24, 2024, at Lutheran Hospital in 
Fort Wayne. She was born on Sunday, 
June 23, 2024, in Bryant. Susan was of 
the Old Order Amish.

Survivors are her parents, Paul E. Girod 
and Emma W. Girod of Bryant; grand-
parents, Daniel and Ida Girod of Bry-
ant, Ernest and Ida C. Schwartz of Berne,  
Margaret G. Eicher of Bryant, David and 
Becky Girod of Geneva; great-grandfa-

ther, Ernest K. Schwartz of Berne; and sib-
lings, Michael Girod, Ernest Girod and Ida 
Girod of Bryant.

Funeral services will be at the Paul E. 
Girod residence, 8455 N 450 E Bryant 
on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, with Jonas 
Neuenswander officiating. Interment will 
follow in the Bearcreek Cemetery in Bry-
ant.

Arrangements are being handled by 
Downing & Glancy Funeral Home in 
Geneva.

Susan Girod
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“People talk about the divide in this 
country as though we were standing on 
opposite sides of a chasm. When the 
reality is that we are standing over the 
chasm, as if on a bridge. You’re never 
going to get everyone to cross to one 
side or the other. Some people can’t 
accept that. If they can’t get everyone 
to their side, they’d rather blow up the 
bridge.”

The above is quoted from the 
futuristic “2054: A Novel” by Elliot 
Ackerman and Admiral James 
Stavridis. It appears at the 
end of the book as the pro-
tagonist muses over civil 
violence in an America 
that represents a logical 
extension of our current 
situation. 

It has the ring of a Shakespearean soliloquy although 
the speaker is addressing a young friend. The speech 
would fit nicely in “Julius Caesar,” perhaps as Brutus 
reflects on his actions and that of the other conspirators 
on the eve of the battle of Philippi. Octavian, the future 
emperor Augustus, won that battle and the sun set per-
manently on the Roman republic and Brutus’ time on 
this earth.

I admit to being a skeptic but not a pessimist and 
certainly not a cynic, but it is hard to find a reason to 
be optimistic these days. Is there any good news to be 
found in the daily headlines and the cable news chyrons? 
Public reaction to the recent convictions of President 
Donald Trump and Hunter Biden was informed not by 
respect for American jurisprudence but by predeter-
mined bias for or against the defendants. 

In a perverted sense one cannot help but conclude 
that the legal process did not matter at all. Why go 
through expensive trials when the outcome would not be 
accepted by half of the population? Why not just put the 
verdict to a popular referendum?

Ancient Athens and Republican Rome had court sys-
tems that involved large open juries of citizens, at least 
those who bothered to show up for the trial. In Rome’s 
republican death throes, guilt or innocence was decided 
by which side rallied the larger number of favorable 
jurors to attend. It was political theater at its most cyni-
cal, Cicero’s courtroom eloquence notwithstanding.

In the novel “2054” street mobs are a daily occur-
rence. The nation has broken down in a crisis of govern-
mental legitimacy and the unwillingness of the general 
populace to view it as legitimate. These demonstrations 
devolve to violence on a regular basis. Meanwhile White 
House advisors and senior Congressmen scheme for 
power exercised behind the scenes as they manipulate an 
inept president.

One might want to excuse the situation on our college 
campuses as they are just kids going through a phase. 
Let’s hope that is all it is but I am not sanguine. I was 
in college during the Vietnam demonstrations. Although 
my campus, IPFW, had only peaceful and non-disruptive 
protests, the same could not be said of other colleges 
and major cities. Wikipedia, my crutch for AI, has a list 
of these protests longer than I cared to count. The esca-
lation of violence is evident as one scans the list which 
is in chronological order. Violence begets violence as 
history instructs us.

As I write this just after the summer solstice, there 
are news reports of a few radical environmentalists 
spray-painting the monuments at Stonehenge. Vandalism 
of important pieces of art is not a contemporary phe-
nomenon; just recall the senseless iconoclasm in the 
Byzantine Empire during the eighth and ninth centuries. 
And who can forget the Taliban’s 2002 destruction of 
the large Buddha statues in Afghanistan? Cultural barba-
rism must have a half-life running to millenia.

This is not simply destruction of private property, 
which is abhorrent enough. The current horde of cultural 
barbarians are targeting historical treasures. But then 
their manifestos make it clear that they are at war with 
civilization. 

I am Christian, not a Buddhist, but I regret the oblit-
eration of their statues. Nor am I a pagan but I regret the 
defacing of Stonehenge. 

While I am disclosing what I am not, I should add 
that I am not a psychologist either. In fact it was my 
least favorite class in college. But it doesn’t require a 
Ph.D. in psychology to recognize these acts, and their 
actors, for what they are — selfish and self-centered, 
declaring themselves intellectually and morally superior 
to we hoi polloi.

I wonder what goes through their minds when they 
realize that they just ran afoul of the criminal justice sys-
tem. Or perhaps they won’t face that anguish since they 
cleverly have taken the measure of large city prosecutors 
and campus administrators. 

I must return to Shakespeare before I become irre-
trievably depressed by all this. What play would he 
write about America’s political and cultural environment 
in 2024? Would he write a tragedy or a comedy? I doubt 
that even the Bard could find satire in our current state 
of affairs. And he surely wouldn’t title it “Much Ado 
about Nothing.”

Mark Franke, an adjunct scholar of the Indiana Policy 
Review, is formerly an associate vice chancellor at 
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne. 

Skeptics and cynics and 
much ado about something

Hoosier
Opinions

Mark
Franke

Economic policy during a second Joe Biden term 
would be even worse than policy during a second 
Donald Trump term. Both, however, would continue 
a bipartisan consensus that for decades has grown 
broader, deeper, and more economically and culturally 
debilitating. Americans are sleepwalking toward con-
vulsive pain, a consequence of decades of easy money 
policies to prevent minor pains.

Social outcomes that are deemed flaws of capital-
ism — increased inequality and corporate power — 
are actually largely consequences of government. It 
has grown excessively interventionist and confident as 
it and the nation have become addicted to prolonged 
low interest rates, the “socialization of risk” and the 
resulting misallocation of capital. Because of govern-
ment’s “paternalistic fear,” a “bailout culture” has 
grown: “A safety net once meant to catch the poor 
at the precipice of hunger was extended under the 
financial markets.” This was the result of a vow by the 
Ayn Rand-reading Alan Greenspan, appointed Federal 
Reserve chairman by Ronald Reagan.

So argues Ruchir Sharma, investor and chair-
man of Rockefeller International, in his invigorating 
“What Went Wrong With Capitalism.” This nation has 
become “the biggest deficit spender in the capitalist 
world” by increasing increments of risk-aversion and 
pleasure-delivery by government.

President John F. Kennedy’s proposed tax cuts, 
enacted after his assassination, were, Sharma says, 
an American first: a tax stimulus to fuel an ongoing 
expansion. President Lyndon B. Johnson’s innova-
tion was a spending stimulus to accelerate an ongoing 
expansion. In 2017, Trump “instituted tax cuts later in 
a recovery than any previous president, pushing the 
practice of constant stimulus to a new extreme.” And 
pushing the deficit to a peacetime record.

Because of the fiscal follies during the pandemic 
— “forgivable loans” (hitherto called grants), cash 
downpours (recipients, including most Americans, 
many of them gainfully employed, fattened bank 
deposits by $3.5 trillion) — the government issued 
more debt in 12 months than it had in the first two 
centuries after 1776.

Hitherto, the “cleansing effect” of large recessions 
culled weak companies, causing a 20 percent increase 
in bankruptcies. But because of the bailout culture, 
during the pandemic corporate bankruptcies declined. 
Did you even notice Biden’s $36 billion bailout of the 
Teamsters’ retirement plan in 2022? Sharma on the 
indiscriminate “impulse to rescue”:

“By the summer of 2020, the Fed owned debt 
issued by major companies in virtually every indus-
try … even a utility held by Berkshire Hathaway. In 

effect, the government was offering unso-
licited financial aid to Warren Buffett.”

In 1987, after the Black Monday stock 
market crash, a ripple in an expansion, 
Greenspan declared the Fed’s “readiness to 
serve as a source of liquidity to support the 
economic and financial system.” That is, to 
support everything. His wielding the cen-
tral bank for stimulus during an economic 
expansion was, Sharma says, a step toward 
government operating “in permanent crisis 
mode.” And toward almost four decades 
of what the political class relishes: cheap 
money.

Since Greenspan’s 1987 promise, Sharma writes, 
“the stock market has grown from half the size of the 
U.S. economy to two times larger,” disproportionately 
benefiting the wealthy. But economic stability can dis-
guise loss of dynamism. The economy was in reces-
sion half the time in the late 19th century, one-fifth of 
the time between 1945 and 1980, and just one-tenth of 
the time since then.

But, Sharma argues, the business cycle is damp-
ened by piling up debt. In the bailout culture, slowing 
growth stimulates financial markets, which anticipate 
fresh gushers of government money. Especially ben-
efiting the wealthy.

Between the 1790s and 1970, Sharma writes, the 
nation “ran consistent surpluses, with significant defi-
cits only during five crises: the War of 1812, the Civil 
War, the Great Depression, and the two world wars.” 
Since 1970, there have been significant deficits every 
year but four.

Conservatives’ faith that tax cuts will pay for them-
selves is mirrored by progressives’ faith that their 
“investments” pay for themselves. The result is the 
same: debt.

Greenspan’s successor, Ben S. Bernanke, said the 
Fed’s bond-buying was designed to drive down inter-
est rates, thereby driving up asset prices for a “wealth 
effect”: Feeling richer, Americans would spend more. 
This was not demand management, it was the manu-
facturing of demand; government planning, not capi-
talism, wherein market forces allocate wealth.

Socializing risk benefits the rich most, but others, 
too. Total U.S. social spending — including health 
and pension benefits delivered by private employ-
ers but mandated or subsidized by government — is 
about 30 percent of gross domestic product, and the 
welfare state is world’s second-most (behind France) 
generous. But everyone eventually loses from what 
Sharma calls “a business culture pickled in debt.”

georgewill@washpost.com.

George
Will

How a long, debt-loving bipartisan 
consensus has warped U.S. business

My questions for the candidates
The debate between 

President Biden and for-
mer president Donald 
Trump Thursday night on 
CNN ought to be more 
than rehearsed answers 
and soundbites we’ve 
heard before. Polls show 
Americans are alarmed 
over what many feel is the 
unraveling of our coun-
try when it comes to the 
economy, uncontrolled 
immigration, the weaken-
ing of once shared moral 
values, and an unraveling of what 
used to be known as cultural norms.

Trying to pry loose some honest 
answers from politicians has always 
been a difficult exercise. Here are 
some of the questions I would ask if 
given the chance.

Polls show voters are most con-
cerned about immigration and our 
borders, the economy and crime. It 
is obvious to anyone with eyes wide 
open that the border is not secure. 
According to The Hill, “The United 
States had some 10.2 million illegal 
immigrants in 2020, and another 10 
million have entered during Biden’s 
presidency.” Many, it can safely be 
said, are gang members, criminals, 
some with terrorist ties, and let’s 
not forget the drugs. In a handful of 
cases, innocent Americans have even 
been murdered by undocumented 
immigrants.

President Biden, you swore for 
more than three years you could 
do nothing about the border with-
out congressional action. Now you 
have issued several executive orders 
limiting asylum access for migrants 
crossing the border unlawfully. These 
actions have, reportedly, lowered bor-

der apprehensions, in Arizo-
na, by nearly 40 percent. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion data also shows there 
has been a “25% decrease 
in daily encounters between 
ports of entry.” No news yet 
on the flow of drugs, so not 
quite a complete victory. 
What would you do differ-
ently in a second term to 
address the border?

Follow-up. You and for-
mer President Obama have 

pledged to “fundamentally 
transform America.” Does that mean 
flooding the nation with people who 
broke our laws to get here, allowing 
them to become citizens and, as crit-
ics say, perpetual Democrat voters?

For Trump: You have said you 
would deport millions of undocu-
mented migrants, but last week you 
seemed to modify your position. 
Explain the actions you would take.

For Biden: The Congressional 
Budget Office projects the national 
debt will have reached $56 trillion by 
2034. The main drivers of debt are 
Social Security, Medicare and other 
federally funded programs. These 
must be reformed because no nation 
in history has been able to sustain 
itself with so large a debt. What 
would you do to protect people now 
receiving these benefits, but overhaul 
them to allow these programs to con-
tinue for future generations?

For Trump: You added $8 tril-
lion to the national debt during your 
four years in office. How would you 
reduce spending and the debt?

For Biden: Polls show people are 
concerned about a new wave of crime 
and soft prosecutors who allow repeat 
offenders to walk free and in some 

cases commit new crimes. Would you 
urge a tougher-on-crime approach 
and the replacement of these prosecu-
tors?

For Trump: Why do you call so 
many Democrats and some Repub-
licans names while speaking nicely 
about Vladimir Putin, Kim Jong Un 
and President Xi Jinping? What do 
you hope to accomplish by demean-
ing your fellow citizens?

For Trump: You have claimed 
Putin would never have invaded 
Ukraine and war would not have 
broken out between Israel and Hamas 
if you were president. On what basis 
can you say that?

For both: Iran is on the verge of 
producing a nuclear weapon. You 
both and Israel have said that cannot 
be allowed. What would you do to 
stop them and can you afford to wait?

For Biden: Democrats seem to 
be consumed by the abortion issue. 
Nearly 64 million abortions have 
been performed in the U.S. since 
Roe v. Wade was enacted in 1973. 
As a Catholic, doesn’t that cause you 
concern and why won’t you at least 
endorse adoption as an option?

For Trump: The president has 
called you a “threat to democracy” 
and a “convicted felon.” What can 
you do to ease voter’s fears about the 
first and would you pardon yourself 
of any additional federal charges if 
you are re-elected? For both: You 
have and apparently will continue 
attacking each other. Say something 
nice and substantive you like about 
your opponent.

Hey, Jake Tapper and Dana Bash, 
you have your own credibility prob-
lems having attacked Trump so often. 
Let’s try to be fair Thursday night.

tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

Cal 
Thomas
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It has been adequately estab-
lished that words have meaning 
and power. Tough to communi-

cate even the 
simplest of 
ideas without 
using language 
somewhere 
in the pro-
cess. Ok, let 
us forego the 
inclusion here 
of phalange 
gestures and 
flying flags 
upside down...
although we 

can agree that they are often quite 
effective on occasion.

We will be referring here to 
words, using words, meanings, 
problems associated with, slang, 
generational words….well, just 
words. In today’s world, the world 
that is simultaneously growing 
smaller by the moment and yet 
expanding into areas that many of 
us never anticipated encountering 
– ever. - it must be said, that there 
are very few words that I am not 
willing to say either in a whisper 
or a yell. This is because I have 
yet to discover a more powerful 
way to communicate than with 
those compilations of letters that 
when placed in specific order, 
magically mean more than the 
sum of each letter individually.

It also must be said that lan-
guage changes with such rapidity 
that it is often difficult to keep 
up with current meaning. How 
does this happen, one might ask. 
A word is a word; how can the 
meaning change? Well, with 
ease it would seem. Think about 
it. What was the popular slang 
when you were a kid? A teenager? 
Some of the more familiar slang 
from when I was a kid, well the 
slang that I could speak out loud 

within earshot of 
my mom includ-
ed such phrases 
as: hip, groovy, 
mod, boob 
tube, five finger 
discount (ok, 
that one did not 
get mentioned 
within earshot 
of the mom), 
tennies, zit, dig it, hippie, kiss 
off, mop-top, square, ticked off, 
unglued, burn rubber, passion pit 
(ditto, that one also was not spo-
ken around the mom).

Now, think for a moment about 
the language changes due primar-
ily to online communication. I 
spent an inordinate amount of 
time trying to decipher IYKYK 
that was sent to me in an email. 
Heck, I tried every combination 
I could conceive and could come 
up with nary a clue. So, I swal-
lowed the scintilla of pride that I 
still have intact and texted back, 
“Huh??” Yep, I do have a way 
with words. Well, the response 
was one of incredulity, I guess at 
my lameness. Turns out it means 
“If you know, you know.” Ok 
then, I still was not 100% sure 
what that meant. The person who 
sent the text, then said, “Gee, Bill, 
you are becoming an NPC.” Once 
again, I wittily responded, “Huh?”

Get this, an NPC means a 
“non-playable character.” This 
is a term used by “gamers” for 
characters in video games that are 
not like “real people” but merely 
characters that interact in the 
game’s narrative, but do not really 
have meaning. So what? Now I 
have no meaning and must exist 
for the remaining moments of 
my life as an NPC? WIM (woe is 
me)….batter’s up, I can play this 
game.

Language changes continu-

ously; it is on 
the move. 
Here’s one that 
causes my head 
to throb and my 
bile to churn: 
woke. I have 
heard and read 
this one since 
about 2022. The 
definition used 

to be that if one was “woke” then 
one was “awake” as opposed to 
asleep or unconscious. Today, as 
I have been told, it means to be 
socially conscious and culturally 
aware. Ok, I can live with that. 
But here’s the rub….for many 
people who share the planet with 
me, the term “woke” is consid-
ered a negative. What the heck? 
I guess if I have my druthers, I 
will choose awake, conscious, and 
aware over the alternatives. And 
yes, that is my final answer.

Other words that have 
morphed in politicized verbiage 
include: tolerance, grooming, can-
cel culture, systemic racism. See, 
I at one time was confident in my 
knowledge of meanings; today the 
clarity may have dimmed a bit. 
Just what do these terms mean for 
you? How about language that is 
termed as “dog whistle”? I used 
to think that dog whistles were 
the devices used to…..wait for 
it…..call a dog. Well, imagine my 
chagrin. It means no such thing, 
at all. Well, it does still imply that 
the words will only be audible 
to a select group of humans, not 
dogs.

Dog whistle, as it turns out, 
are words, phrases, and terms 
that are political shorthand, if you 
will, that are used to summon a 
preferred response when used in 
political situations like rallies and 
large gatherings. Here’s the kicker 
though: the “dog whistle” is only 

effective if most persons don’t 
know what they mean. That might 
seem anathema to successful 
communication, but who knew? 
They are actually often thinly 
veiled, coded political messages 
which are directed to a particular 
group about a particular other 
group. Guess these “incognito 
phrases” are perfect examples 
of IYKYK….see how quickly 
I adapt? Just like that I used the 
term as if it had been in my verbal 
repertoire for years.

Another option for studying 
language and meaning would be 
reading The 2025 Presidential 
Transition Project (Project 2025) 
which is a collection of policy 
ideas from The Heritage Founda-
tion to “reshape” the US federal 
government. “Reshape” - what 
can that possibly entail? Well, 
look it up….all 920 pages. it 
runs the gamut of ”reshaping” 
public education, taxes, the rule 
of law and separation of powers, 
individual freedoms and rights, 
contraception, terminating diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) 
programs and even foreign trade 
policy. In 920 pages, I guess, there 
is something for everyone. Do 
not ever take my word about such 
things; take no one else’s word….
look it up and read it for yourself. 
You can find it online; I did. Then, 
let’s talk.

Recently a person stopped by 
my house and over a Pepsi, our 
conversation rambled into the 
realm of politics. My guest, with a 
sanctimonious, snarky, smirk said, 
“By the way, Bill, you might want 
to do further research because the 
United States is NOT a democ-
racy, it is a republic.” She sat back 
quite impressed with her profun-
dity. This is not the first time this 
particular sentiment has surfaced 
in conversations of late. Well, 

drop the dang mic and back that 
proverbial bus up, Trigger. Fact: 
The United States is a representa-
tive democracy. I did not make 
this up; the Constitution establish-
es a federal democratic republic. 
Republic means that the govern-
ment is representative and abides 
by a constitution and democracy 
means a government is ruled by 
the will of the majority. (Call Mr. 
Kracium or Mr. Gilbert if more 
specificity is required.)

Here’s the thing: Language is 
a slippery little dickens. We use it 
every time we think, dream, write, 
read, converse, watch a movie, 
look at a map, read a direction, 
write a poem, hear a song lyric. 
So very much depends upon the 
words that we use, see, or hear. 
Words have heft and most words 
have multiple levels of meaning, 
and the fact that we can speak and 
be understood at all is an amaze-
ment. 

As a person who has forever 
had a fascination with language, 
it is a topic that will never lose 
its appeal to me. I do not know 
how things will turn out for the 
remainder of this year, but I do 
know this for certain. If we can 
agree to continue to try to com-
municate, to understand, and to 
see and hear others in the same 
way we want them to see and 
hear us, then we have a real shot 
making it possible for all of us to 
survive and thrive. That will get 
my vote every dang time.

bkreigh@adamswells.com
———

Editor’s Note: This is one of a series 
of articles and opinions written by a 
group of retired and current teachers 
— Ken Ballinger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy 
Schwartz, and Anna Spalding. Their 
intent is to spur discussions at the din-
ner table and elsewhere. You may also 
voice your thoughts and reactions via 
The News-Banner’s letters to editor.

There is a word for every little thing…a million meanings for every little word

Billy
Kreigh

ARENA DINNER
THEATER, FW

“The Drowsy Chaper-
one,” June 14-29. www.
arenadinnertheatre.org

EMBASSY THEATER, 
FORT WAYNE

Nurse Blake: Nov. 15; 
http://fwembassytheatre.org/
events

BOTANICAL
CONSERVATORY, FW

botanicalconservatory.
org.

FORT WAYNE 
CIVIC THEATER

“Something Rotten,” July 
21-30. Arts United Center 
box office 260-424-5220; 
info at www.fwcivic.org.

FORT WAYNE
MUSEUM OF ART

“Lucky Monster” work 
by Jiha Moon. Open Tues-
day through Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (until 8 p.m. 
on Thursdays, noon to 5 
p.m. Sunday. www.fwmoa.
org

FURTH
 CENTER, ANGOLA
Parrotdise: July 12; trine.

edu/furth
HONEYWELL 

CENTER, WABASH
Gary Allen: June 28; Kill-

er Queen: July 12; Sawyer 
Brown: Aug. 1; Tusk: Aug. 
3; Happy Together Tour: 
Aug. 18; Gabby Barnett: 
Aug. 23; Daniel O’Donnell: 
Sept. 15; Selah: Sept. 6; 
Rush Tribute Project: Oct. 
19; Wheels of Fortune Live: 
Nov. 2; Midtown Men: Dec. 
12;  HoneywellArts.org.

EAGLES 
THEATRE,  WABASH
Duke Tumatoe: July 11; 

Twitty & Lynn: July 18; 
Lynch Mob with George 
Lynch: Aug. 22; War Hip-
pies: Aug. 23; Ultimate 

Doors: Nov. 1; https://www.
boxofficeticketsales.com/
honeywell-center

SCIENCE CENTRAL, 
FORT WAYNE

1950 N. Clinton St. 
in Fort Wayne. Hours 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday and noon to 
5 p.m. Sunday. Info at 260-
424-2400 or at www.sci-
encecentral.org

SWEETWATER
SOUND, FORT WAYNE

 Performance Pavilion
Blackberry Smoke: July 

26; Zach Williams: Aug. 1; 
Rival Sons, Clutch: Sept. 
22; Tickets: 800-514-3849 
or eTix

FOELLINGER
THEATRE, FW

Rockin the 80s: Aug. 
2;  Lee Bice: Aug. 8; Blue 
Monster Tour: Aug. 13; 
Gladys Knight: Aug. 17; 
The Mighty Tour: Aug. 21; 
Tesla: Sept. 25; The Rocky 
Horror Show: Sept. 13-14; 
Ticketmaster or 260-427-
6000

LERNER THEATRE, 
ELKHART

Voices of Rock Radio: 
Oct. 5; TheLerner.com 

WAGON WHEEL, 
WARSAW

Kiss Me Kate: through 
June  29; The Wedding 
Singer: July 4-13; Murder 
on the Orient Express:  July 
18-27; Beautiful (Carol 
King musical): Aug. 1-10; 
Miracle on 34th Street: Dec. 
6-22; wagonwheelcenter.org
ABCINEMA, DECATUR

130 W.  Monroe St., 
Decatur. Information: www.
abcinemainc.com or 260-
724-SHOW

NISWONGER 
CENTER, VAN WERT
Lee Warren Band: June 

28; Johnny GFolseom: July 
5; Side Car Band: July 12; 
vanwertlive.com

KEHOE PARK, 
BLUFFTON

Def Legend Tribute: June 
28, 8-10 p.m.

Community Worship: 
June 30, 7-8:30 p.m. (Sun-
day)

Hotel California—Eagles 
Tribute: July 12, 8-10 p.m.

The Insiders—Tom Petty 
Tribute: July 26, 8-10 p.m.

Woomblies Rock Orches-
tra: Aug. 2, 8-10 p.m.

MUSIC ON THE
 PLAZA, BLUFFTON
Parlor City Plaza, 118 W. 

Market St., Bluffton
Rylie Lynn Band: July 

19, 7-10 p.m.
Whoa, Man!, Aug. 8, 

7-10 p.m.
The Electric Cars, Sept.. 

5, 7-10 p.m.
WELLS CO. 4-H FAIR
Hubie Ashcraft Band: 

July 16
Trevor Hunt: July 17

MARKLE 
SUMMER SOUNDS
Markle Fish & Game 

Club Park, 220 S. Clark St.
Whoa, Man!: July 12, 7 

p.m.
DECATUR

Making Music on Madi-
son Avenue, downtown 
stage for these free concerts.

The Broken Hearts (Tom 
Petty): June 27, 7-9 p.m.

July 4: TBA
Hairbangers Ball: July 

11, 7-9 p.m.

Area Things to See and Do

Horizon: An American Saga
Chapter 1

Thursday, June 27th 6pm
Friday, June 28th 6:30pm

Saturday, June 29th 3:15pm & 7pm
Sunday, June 30th 2:30pm

Inside Out 2
Thursday, June 27th 6:20pm

Friday, June 28th 6pm & 8:20pm
Saturday, June 29th 3pm, 5:30pm & 8pm

Sunday, June 30th 2pm & 4:20pm

Despicable Me 4
Wednesday, July 3rd 6:20pm

Free Family Film Festival
Paw Patrol, The Mighty Movie

Wednesday, July 3rd 10am

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN
260•724•SHOW

www.abcinemainc.com

Women of Wells 
Magazine

We would love your input!
Accepting

Local Stories of the fabulous 
women who have inspired you
Your favorite Recipes
Your craft ideas
Special interest articles
Local offerings for women all ages

Send Your Ideas, Stories & Content to 
jimc@news-banner or mail to 

Women of Wells Magazine 
Bluffton News-Banner
PO Box 436
Bluffton, IN 46714

• Health 
• Beauty 
• Entertainment 
• Hobbies

• Struggles
• Whatever you 

would like to 
share!

Plus

CoMing oCtober 2024

First Church of Christ 
will host a Vacation Bible 
School July 8-12 from 5:00 
to 7:30 p.m. 

Dinner starts at 5 p.m. 
and service starts at 5:30 
p.m. every evening. Each 
day will consist of two large 
group times, small group, 
craft, and games. Partici-
pants will be placed in a 
small group of 7-10 similar 

age children with an adult 
leader. All volunteers under-
go a background check.

Pick up begins at 7:30 
p.m.

Register at https://
vbspro.events/p/startthepa-
rty . Registration is open to 
the first 70 kids.

The church is located at 
909 W Spring St. in Bluff-
ton.

Start The Party Community VBS 
hosted by First Church of Christ

Meet them in the ‘jungle’
When the Creative Arts Theater presents “Disney’s Jungle 
Book,” at the Auditorium, 428 S. Oak St., Bluffton on June 
28-29, these young actors will be taking the leading roles. Left 
to right are Kai Davis (Baloo), Ryder Kumfer (Mowgli) and Eva 
Gerber (Bagheera). Friday’s performance will begin at 7 p.m. 
and Saturday’s at 3 p.m. Admission is $11. (Photo provided) 

On the Fridays of June 
28, July 19 and Aug. 9, A 
$1 per vehicle will allow 
entry to the Caylor-Nick-
el Foundation Family 
YMCA’s Movie Night.

An LED screen, which 
can be seen in any light, 
will be set up in the park-
ing lot. All movies will 
begin at 6 p.m. and conces-

sions and ice cream will be 
available for purchase from 
Major League Creamery.

“Toy Story” will be 
shown on Friday, July 28th 
with “Monsters, Inc. on 
July 19th and “Beauty and 
the Beast” on Aug. 9th.

All proceeds will sup-
port the Y’s scholarship 
fund.

Dollar drive-in movie at the Y
Samuel Jones Pioneer 
Award Breakfast is July 5

The 36th annual 
Samuel Jones Pioneer 
Award Breakfast will 
be at 7:30 a.m. Friday, 
July 5, at the Knight-
Bergman Center, and 
will officially open the 
57th Annual Salamonie 
Summer Festival.  

The Warren Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
invites the public to 
participate in this his-
toric event as these 
annual awards for com-
munity service are 
presented. Guests will 

learn a little about the 
history of Warren, and 
those who contribute to 
the Small Hidden Trea-
sure of Warren, Indiana, 
this fantastic family-
friendly community!

This year the event 
will be a continental 
breakfast. Tickets are 
only $5 pre-sale, or $6 
at the door. Pre-sale 
tickets will be available 
at: Bippus State Bank, 
Town of Warren office 
and the Warren Phar-
macy.
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WELLS COUNTY
4th of JULY
CELEBRATION

Blu� ton Fireworks Display
Celebrate the 4th of July with an all-aerial � reworks show that will last approximately 

20 minutes beginning at 10pm.  The show will be shot from WEG parking lot just north 
of Boys & Girls Club.  Wayne Street will be closed from Spring to St. Road 116.

Fireworks by Pyrotecnico.
In case of high winds or heavy rain, the � reworks will be held on July 5.

Restrictions on use of Consumer Fireworks: It shall be unlawful to use, ignite or discharge consumer � reworks within 
the corporate limits of the City of Blu� ton except as follows: Between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and two (2) hours after 
sunset on June 29, June 30, July 1, July 2, July 3, July 4, July 5, July 6, July 7, July 8 and July 9. Between hours of 10:00 
a.m. and 12:00 midnight on July 4; and Between the hours of 10:00 a.m. on December 31, and 1:00 a.m. on January 1.

Find Your Dream Website 
Built to Impress 

WEB PRESENCE
ONLINE ADVERTISING

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT

Special O� er on 
New Websites!

Special O� er on 
New Websites!

Get the 1st Year’s Hosting Package Free!
$399.00 Value Saving

Sign up NOW!

125 N. Johnson St. • Bluff ton
260.824.0224 • www.nb-digital.com

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital
A DIVISION OF THE NEWS-BANNER

720 East Dustman Road | Bluff ton, IN 46714
www.christiancarerc.org | 260-565-3000

Enriching senior living with Christian values and compassionate quality service

Kerry Gentis, Manager

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton, IN

(260) 824-0418

Becky Goshorn
Future Executive Senior Sales Director
www.marykay.com/bgoshorn
260-824-0187

It’s all about you.
Superstar treatment with get-gorgeous
know-how. Share-worthy secrets that are
simply divine. Laugh-out-loud friendships
that last a lifetime. Feel-good beauty that
really makes a difference. Exercise the right
to make beauty all your own. Ask me how
I can help.

It’s all about you.
Superstar treatment with get-gorgeous know-how. Share-worthy 
secrets that are simply divine. Laugh-out-loud friendships that last 
a lifetime. Feel-good beauty that really makes a di� erence. Exercise 
the right to make beauty all your own. Ask me how I can help.

Becky Goshorn
Future Executive Senior Sales Director
www.marykay.com/bgoshorn
260-824-0187

 MOSER & SON
 Heating & Air Conditioning

 CALL US  TODAY   824-0228
 With 50+ years of Experience and 4th 

 Generation Serving Bluffton Since 1933

KROGER LOGISTICS 

“COME FOR THE JOB, STAY FOR THE CAREER”

1111 S. Adams Street

Bluffton, Indiana 46714
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Thoma/Rich,
Lemler

Funeral Home

171
YEARS

Wells County’s Only 
Family Owned & Operated 

Funeral Home.
Jeff and Jamie

400 East Logan St., Markle, IN
260-758-3121

WAYNE      METALS

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

Wells County Soil & Water  
Conservation District

117 W. Harvest Rd., Bluffton, IN 46714 • 260-824-1930, ext 3
www.wellscountyswcd.org • lynne.huffman@in.nacdnet.net

“Conserving our Natural Resources”

 Farm Bill Conservation Programs
 Whole Farm Conservation   
        Planning

 Technical and Financial     
        Assistance
 Soil Health Improvement

 Semi-annual Fish and Tree Sales  Rain Barrel and Survey Flag Sales

Healthy soil gives us clean air and water, productive cropland and grazing

Along with USDA & ISDA, we can assist with:

260-413-3515
ISAAC.STOLLER@STEFFENGRP.COM

Isaac Stoller

260.824.3006 | ste� engroup.com

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms, and conditions apply. Taxes, 
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. Call for details or visit us at www.twncomm.com/heartland for 
additional information and terms and conditions of services. Customers on qualifying internet plans will receive download/
upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan. A 30-day notice is required to cancel service. TWN Digital Phone 
not available with satellite internet. International call rates apply. Unlimited calling applies to local and long-distance calls within 
the contiguous United States. Digital Phone 911 Service operates differently than traditional 911. See www.twncomm.com/
regulatory-compliance for information. Unlimited usage subject to “fair and normal” usage limitations as described in terms and 
conditions. Streaming services are offered through our partner, Mybundle.tv.  Your streaming service will be invoiced separately. 
For questions regarding your streaming service or invoice, contact Mybundle.tv/twn. HREMC Nostalgia 5.175x5.pdf

FIBER INTERNET  |  DIGITAL PHONE  |  STREAMING TV

WHEN YOU COULDN’T 
BE ON THE INTERNET 
AND PHONE AT THE 

SAME TIME?

Dial-up days are long over. 
Enjoy fast, reliable fiber internet 
from TWN Communications.

Get fiber-ready or sign up for service!
833.727.5563
twncomm.com/heartland
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123 Harvest Road.
Bluff ton, IN 46714
123 Harvest Road.

2883 E State Road 124
Blu� ton, IN 46714

(260) 824-4929

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

2883 E State Road 124
Blu� ton, IN 46714

(260) 824-4929

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnostics and More!tics and More!
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2024

 Brian Steffen
 Call

 824-2832
 Office of Bluffton Cemeteries
 www.themonumentcenter.com

915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton • 260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton • 260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com

Tips to save when shopping for
your July Fourth barbecue

Barbecues are part and parcel of July Fourth celebrations. Such get-togethers 
might be even more notable in 2024, when Independence Day falls on a Thursday. 
That means many people will likely be taking o�  on Friday, July 5, which adds 
another day to celebrate with friends and family around the grill this year.

Opportunities to entertain will abound this July, and that can take a toll on 
hosts’ pocketbooks. As the holiday approaches, individuals planning to host a July 
4 barbecue can heed these tips to save on food and supplies at the grocery store.

• Ask guests to bring a side and/or beverages. Hot dogs and hamburgers may 
garner the bulk of the culinary attention at a July 4 barbecue, but side dishes are 
necessary as well. When inviting guests, ask each to bring a side dish or dessert. 
Potato salad, mixed greens, pasta salad, chickpea salad, and other cold fare go 
well with traditional barbecue favorites, and asking guests to bring these along 
can save hosts substantial amounts of money. If guests can’t bring food, ask them 
to bring beverages like soft drinks, iced tea, beer, or wine.

• Shop ahead. Hot dogs, hamburgers, chicken breasts, and other summer 
grilling favorites can be frozen and thawed out come the day of the barbecue. 
Shopping ahead for such items, as well as beverages, can help hosts spread out 
the cost of hosting, which can make it easier to manage the cost of throwing a 
party, particularly if the guest list � gures to be sizable.

• Consider less expensive cuts of meat. If steak is on the menu at your 
Independence Day barbecue, consider purchasing less expensive cuts of meat. 
The Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association notes that chuck cuts like fl at-iron steaks 
and petite fi lets are fl avorful cuts that won’t cost nearly as much as rib-eyes and 
New York strip steaks. Hosts also can save on burgers by purchasing ground beef 
and creating their own patties as opposed to purchasing pre-made hamburgers 
from their grocer’s meat department. The HPBA notes that chicken thighs, legs or 
quarters also tend to be less expensive than chicken breasts.

• Grill up healthy fare. Vegetables are less expensive than meat and poultry, 
and there’s many ways to prepare veggies over an open fl ame. Grilled vegetable 
skewers are fl avorful and popular, and guests might appreciate some nutritious 
fare to counter all the less healthy items they’re accustomed to eating at July 4 
barbecues.

There’s no shortage of ways to save money when celebrating July 4 in the 
backyard. This year hosts can celebrate to the fullest without breaking the bank.

Interesting facts related
to Independence Day

Americans celebrate Independence Day every July 4. The holiday has become 
synonymous with summer fun, as grand � reworks displays and backyard 
barbecues are integral components of many people’s July 4 celebrations.

As Americans and residents of the United States prepare for some festive 
Fourth of July celebrations, they can keep these interesting facts related to 
Independence Day in mind.

• There have been many iterations of the American fl ag. The American fl ag 
has become an iconic symbol of freedom recognized across the globe since the 
United States declared their independence from Great Britain in 1776. But few 
July 4 celebrants may know that the current version is the 27th iteration of the 
American fl ag. According to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the current version 
of the fl ag offi  cially became the fl ag on July 4, 1960.

• More than half of all Americans own an American fl ag. A 2023 poll from 
WalletHub found that 57 percent of Americans own an American fl ag. And that’s 
not the only way Americans show their national pride, as the same poll found that 
roughly one in three Americans intended to purchase patriotic merchandise for 
July 4.

• The United States is not the only place to celebrate American independence. 
Such celebrations occur in various countries, including Australia, Denmark, 
Ireland, and Norway. The festivities in Rebild National Park in Denmark is believed 
to be the largest celebration of American independence outside the United States.

• The National Hot Dog and Sausage Council estimates that 150 million hot dogs 
are consumed on July 4. Though there’s no corresponding estimate related to how 
many hamburgers Americans eat on July 4, various reports suggest Americans eat 
roughly 50 billion burgers annually, so it’s fair to conclude many a burger will be 
consumed this Independence Day.

• July is a popular month for nations to celebrate their independence. In addition 
to the United States, various countries, including Algeria (July 5), Argentina (July 
9), The Bahamas (July 10), Belarus (July 3), Burundi (July 1), Canada (July 1), Cape 
Verde (July 1), Colombia (July 20), Kiribati (July 12), and Liberia (July 26), celebrate 
their Independence Day in July.

• John Adams, a Founding Father of the United States and the second president 
in the country’s history, felt Americans should celebrate their independence 
from Great Britain on July 2. That’s because the Continential Congress voted for 
independence on July 2, 1776. However, the Declaration of Independence was not 
approved for two more days, thus making July 4 the day to celebrate America’s 
independence from Great Britain. 
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Age In Place Home Services Bluffton 
New Location

Age In Place Home Services Bluffton offers in home care 
for those needing assistance with Bathing, grooming, 

dressing, Medication reminders, transfers from bed to chair, 
Shopping assistance, transportation, running of errands, Meal 
preparation, homemaker services such as cleaning, laundry, 

bed linen changes, and other household tasks.

Age In Place Home Services Bluffton provides services to those 
living in Wells County and surrounding areas.

LTC Insurance plans accepted. 
Call today for your FREE customized service plan.

109 N. Scott St. Bluffton, In. 46714
260-824-5602

THE HOTTEST DEAL IN TOWN!
SUPER SALE 

ON THIS 
WEBER 
GRILL!

WEBER
SPIRIT II E-210 

FRIDAY 6/28 - SATURDAY 7/6

20% OFF
ALL BBQ ACCESSORIES

ALL SAUCES, SPICES,  BRIQUETTES, PELLETS, LIGHTER FLUID & MORE

15% OFF
ALL BBQs & GRILLS
TRAEGER, WEBER & MORE  

BRANDS + OONI PIZZA OVENS
$100 GIFT CARD

*MUST BE USED IN A SEPARATE TRANSACTION
WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY BBQ OR GRILL VALUED AT OR ABOVE $499*

get

BUCKET SALE 
6/29-6/30
1879 N MAIN ST, BLUFFTON � (260) 824-9003

MON-SAT: 8am-6pm � SUN: 9am-5pm

Israelis’ lawsuit: UN agency helps 
Hamas by paying Gaza staff in dollars

NEW YORK (AP) — Israelis who were 
taken hostage or lost loved ones during 
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack are suing the United 
Nations agency that aids Palestinians, claim-
ing it has helped finance the militants by 
paying agency staffers in U.S. dollars and 
thereby funneling them to money-changers 
in Gaza who allegedly give a cut to Hamas.

But the agency, known as UNWRA, told 
The Associated Press on Tuesday that the 
staffers were paid in dollars by their own 
choice. Gaza and the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank don’t have their own national curren-
cy, and primarily use Israeli shekels.

The lawsuit, filed Monday in a U.S. fed-
eral court in New York, marks the latest 
challenge to the beleaguered U.N. agency, 
which has been the main supplier of food, 
water and shelter to civilians during the Isra-
el-Hamas war. The Israeli government has 
long assailed the over 70-year-old agency, 
and scrutiny has intensified during the eight-
month-long war, prompting UNRWA to 
defend itself while grappling with a spiral-
ing humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

“UNRWA’s staff, facilities and ability to 
truck cash U.S. dollars into Gaza formed a 
potent pillar of Hamas’ plan to undertake the 
Oct. 7 attack,” the lawsuit says, asserting that 
the U.N. agency “systematically and deliber-
ately aided and abetted Hamas and its goals.”

UNRWA Commissioner-General 
Philippe Lazzarini said Tuesday that he 
learned of the case only through the media.

“I don’t know what the status of this law-
suit is all about, but for the time being, I see 
this as an additional way to put pressure on the 
agency,” he said at a press briefing in Geneva.

UNRWA has denied that it knowingly 
aids Hamas or any other militant group.

Israel invaded Gaza after Hamas’ Oct. 
7 attack, in which militants killed around 
1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abduct-
ed about 250. The war has killed more than 
37,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza 
Health Ministry, which doesn’t say how 
many were civilians or fighters.

The lawsuit was filed on behalf of scores 
of Israelis including Oct. 7 attack survivors, 
victims’ relatives, and rescued captives. 
It echoes some complaints their govern-
ment has raised, ranging from claims that 
UNRWA employs Hamas operatives to 
complaints about the content of textbooks in 
UNRWA-run schools.

But the suit also focuses on the agency’s 
practice of paying its 13,000 Gaza staffers in 
U.S. dollars. The money is wired from a bank 
in New York and trucked into Gaza, accord-
ing to the legal complaint, which says the pay-
roll totaled at least $20 million a month from 
2018 until last September.

Wells County Chamber of Commerce 
honors Loving Shepherd Ministries 
as June Member of the Month

The Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce staff and Ambassadors recently sur-
prised the dedicated team at Loving Shep-
herd Ministries by naming them the June 
Member of the Month. Located at 1935 
N. Main Street in Bluffton, LSM has been 
making a significant impact on vulnerable 
children around the world since its inception 
in 2002.

LSM was established by Ed Schwartz 
and Doug Isch with the mission to sup-
port the world’s most vulnerable children 
in reaching their God-given potential. They 
achieve this by creating and sustaining fami-
lies, engaging the Church both domestically 
and internationally, and developing educa-
tional and business opportunities. 

Ed Schwartz’s background as a pastor 
and foster parent inspired the creation of 
LSM. Realizing the need for an organization 
to assist families in adopting, Schwartz part-
nered with Isch, who was seeking a career 
in non-profit work. Together, they spent sev-
eral months planning before opening their 
doors in July 2002.

Since then, LSM has expanded signifi-
cantly. The Homes of Hope program in Haiti 
finds local Haitian couples to act as parents 
for groups of 12 boys or girls, partnering 
with local churches to identify suitable par-
ents. Today, LSM operates 24 Homes of 
Hope and employs over 200 Haitians. They 
also run two schools and a post-high school 
campus in Haiti, as well as a for-profit busi-

ness producing high-quality concrete blocks 
and aggregate. 

In Ethiopia, LSM shifted to a fam-
ily preservation approach, supporting over 
100 single mothers and 250 children by 
helping mothers start businesses. Locally, 
LSM supports foster and adoptive families 
with counseling services. Isch explained, 
“Globally, we help vulnerable children 
through three programs: building Homes 
of Hope in Haiti for over 250 children, 
supporting single mothers in Ethiopia with 
business skills, and focusing on foster care 
and adoption in the U.S. with counseling 
and guidance.” 

The LSM building in Bluffton serves 
many purposes such as an education wing, 
where church groups, school groups, and 
other visitors can tour and learn about 
LSM’s programs. There is an event center 
for guest speakers and a warehouse for sup-
plies destined for Haiti. They also pack gos-
pel kits for distribution to Haiti. 

“Being a ministry here in Bluffton is 
a blessing. This community is generous, 
encouraging, and supportive. We’re grateful 
for the support we’ve received over the past 
22 years and for the opportunity to help vul-
nerable children globally,” Isch expressed.

For more information about Loving 
Shepherd Ministries and their work, visit 
their website at www.loving-shepherd.org, 
contact their office at 824-9000, or visit 
1935 N. Main Street, Bluffton, IN.

Pictured in the photo from left are Erin Daugherty of State Farm Insurance, Chris Gerber of 
Edge Manufacturing, Jessica Beste of Stockton Mortgage, Jayde Ketring of First Bank of 
Berne, Pam Agler of LSM, Kody Kumfer of Forgotten Children Worldwide, Cyndee Fiechter of 
North Eastern Group Realty, Rebecca Webb and Angie Hunter of LSM, Nick Huffman of Stef-
fen Group, Ed Schwartz, Adam Carroll, Doug Isch and Drew Neuenschwander of LSM, Kevin 
Pritchard of Ruoff Mortgage, Mark Ahrens, Troy Leyse and Jean Wesley-Alcin of LSM, Alyssa 
Brown of Archbold and Lewis, Erica Lehman of Lehman Appraisals, Ben Renkenberger of the 
United Way of Wells County and Wells County Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Erin 
Prible. (Photo submitted)



For today’s reveal of my top-5 sports 
moments in Wells County in 2023-24 I give 
you a pair of home runs that meant a great 
deal at the time.

Yesterday, all of the honorable mentions 
went to Southern Wells and the No. 5 spot 
went to Bluffton’s Tyler Godwin. Today, it’s 
all about the Norwell Knights.

Both Jordan Markley of the softball team 
and Noah Schamerloh cranked home runs in 
the playoffs. At the time of the game, both of 
them were momentum swingers.

Unfortunately, only one of them resulted 
in a win. Markley’s solo blast in the regional 
championship against Yorktown came in the 
6th inning. The Knights tied the game with 
the solo blast and set up for three more runs 
in that inning. That was the only offense Nor-
well mustered vs. the No. 6 Tigers, who was 
throwing their ace, Caitlin LaFerney, with a 
19-2 record.

Not only did that one hit spark that three-
run spot, it led to the first regional champion-

ship for Norwell since 
2003. The moment 
was top-tier.

S c h a m e r l o h ’ s 
grand slam didn’t give 
Norwell a win, as the 
Knights fell in the sec-
tional championship to 
Mississinewa 14-10, 
but it was really sweet.

It was his first 
career home run, and 
he belted it. This was 
right after Mississin-
ewa punched the host-
ing school in the mouth with a 7-0 lead after 
its first two times up to the plate.

It was the first time Norwell hosted a sec-
tional, so you can imagine the earthquake that 
grand slam sent in Ossian. I got to witness 
it first-hand in the dugout. The pure joy and 
explosion just gives you chills!

ryan@news-banner.com
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BASKETBALL
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
New York	 15	 3	 .833	 —
Connecticut	 13	 3	 .813	 1
Atlanta	 6	 9	 .400	 7½
Chicago	 6	 9	 .400	 7½
Indiana	 7	 11	 .389	 8
Washington	 4	 13	 .235	 10½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Minnesota	 13	 3	 .813	 —
Seattle	 10	 6	 .625	 3
Las Vegas	 8	 6	 .571	 4
Phoenix	 8	 8	 .500	 5
Los Angeles	 4	 13	 .235	 9½
Dallas	 3	 13	 .188	 10

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Tuesday’s Games
Minnesota 94, New York 89 (2024 

Commissioner’s Cup Final)
Wednesday’s Games

No games scheduled.
Thursday’s Games

Minnesota at Dallas, 1 p.m.
Connecticut at Washington, 7 p.m.
Las Vegas at Chicago, 7 p.m.
Indiana at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games

Atlanta at Connecticut, 7:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
New York	 52	 29	 .642	 —
Baltimore	 49	 30	 .620	 2
Boston	 43	 37	 .538	 8½
Tampa Bay	 40	 40	 .500	 11½
Toronto	 36	 43	 .456	 15

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Cleveland	 51	 26	 .662	 —
Minnesota	 43	 35	 .551	 8½
Kansas City	 43	 38	 .531	 10
Detroit	 37	 42	 .468	 15
Chicago	 21	 60	 .259	 32

West Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Seattle	 45	 37	 .549	 —
Houston	 39	 40	 .494	 4½
Texas	 37	 42	 .468	 6½
Los Angeles	 31	 46	 .403	 11½
Oakland	 29	 52	 .358	 15½

Monday’s Games
Cleveland 3, Baltimore 2
Philadelphia 8, Detroit 1

Boston 7, Toronto 6
Tampa Bay 4, Seattle 3
Kansas City 4, Miami 1
L.A. Dodgers 3, Chicago White 

Sox 0
Milwaukee 6, Texas 3
L.A. Angels 5, Oakland 1

Tuesday’s Games
Detroit 4, Philadelphia 1
Cleveland 10, Baltimore 8
Tampa Bay 11, Seattle 3
Toronto 9, Boston 4
N.Y. Mets 9, N.Y. Yankees 7
Milwaukee 3, Texas 1
Miami 2, Kansas City 1
Houston 5, Colorado 2
L.A. Dodgers 4, Chicago White 

Sox 3
Oakland at L.A. Angels, late
Minnesota at Arizona, late

Wednesday’s Games
Seattle (Kirby 6-5) at Tampa Bay 

(Pepiot 4-4), 12:10 p.m.
Philadelphia (Turnbull 3-0) at Detroit 

(TBD), 1:10 p.m.
Colorado (Feltner 1-6) at Houston 

(Arrighetti 3-6), 2:10 p.m.
Miami (Rogers 1-8) at Kansas City 

(Singer 4-4), 2:10 p.m.
Texas (Eovaldi 4-3) at Milwaukee 

(TBD), 2:10 p.m.
Oakland (Estes 2-2) at L.A. Angels 

(Contreras 1-0), 4:07 p.m.

Cleveland (Carrasco 3-6) at Balti-
more (Rodriguez 8-3), 6:35 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Gil 9-2) at N.Y. Mets 
(Manaea 4-3), 7:10 p.m.

Toronto (Rodríguez 0-2) at Boston 
(Crawford 3-7), 7:10 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Stone 8-2) at Chica-
go White Sox (Fedde 5-2), 8:10 p.m.

Minnesota (Woods Richardson 2-1) 
at Arizona (Nelson 5-5), 9:40 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Minnesota at Arizona, 3:40 p.m.
Atlanta at Chicago White Sox, 4:10 

p.m.
Texas at Baltimore, 6:35 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Cleveland at Kansas City, 8:10 p.m.
Detroit at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Philadelphia	 52	 27	 .658	 —
Atlanta	 43	 33	 .566	 7½
New York	 38	 39	 .494	 13
Washington	 38	 40	 .487	 13½
Miami	 28	 51	 .354	 24

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB

Milwaukee	 47	 33	 .588	 —
St. Louis	 40	 37	 .519	 5½
Pittsburgh	 38	 41	 .481	 8½
Chicago	 37	 42	 .468	 9½

Cincinnati	 37	 42	 .468	 9½
West Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Los Angeles	 50	 31	 .617	 —
San Diego	 42	 41	 .506	 9
Arizona	 38	 40	 .487	 10½
San Francisco	37	 42	 .468	 12
Colorado	 27	 52	 .342	 22

Monday’s Games
Philadelphia 8, Detroit 1
Cincinnati 11, Pittsburgh 5
St. Louis 4, Atlanta 3
Kansas City 4, Miami 1
L.A. Dodgers 3, Chicago White 

Sox 0
Milwaukee 6, Texas 3
San Francisco 5, Chicago Cubs 4
San Diego 7, Washington 6, 10 

innings
Tuesday’s Games

Detroit 4, Philadelphia 1
Pittsburgh 9, Cincinnati 5
N.Y. Mets 9, N.Y. Yankees 7
Milwaukee 3, Texas 1
Miami 2, Kansas City 1
Houston 5, Colorado 2
L.A. Dodgers 4, Chicago White 

Sox 3
Minnesota at Arizona, late
Washington at San Diego, late
Chicago Cubs at San Francisco, 

late
Atlanta at St. Louis, ppd.

Wednesday’s Games
Philadelphia (Turnbull 3-0) at Detroit 

(TBD), 1:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh (TBD) at Cincinnati 

(Abbott 6-6), 1:10 p.m.
Atlanta (TBD) at St. Louis (TBD), 

1:45 p.m., 1st game
Colorado (Feltner 1-6) at Houston 

(Arrighetti 3-6), 2:10 p.m.
Miami (Rogers 1-8) at Kansas City 

(Singer 4-4), 2:10 p.m.
Texas (Eovaldi 4-3) at Milwaukee 

(TBD), 2:10 p.m.
Washington (Herz 1-1) at San Diego 

(Cease 6-6), 4:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Gil 9-2) at N.Y. Mets 

(Manaea 4-3), 7:10 p.m.
Atlanta (Sale 10-2) at St. Louis (Pal-

lante 3-3), 7:15 p.m., 2nd game
L.A. Dodgers (Stone 8-2) at Chica-

go White Sox (Fedde 5-2), 8:10 p.m.
Minnesota (Woods Richardson 2-1) 

at Arizona (Nelson 5-5), 9:40 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Imanaga 7-2) at San 

Francisco (TBD), 9:45 p.m.
Thursday’s Games

Minnesota at Arizona, 3:40 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at San Francisco, 

3:45 p.m.
Atlanta at Chicago White Sox, 4:10 

p.m.
Miami at Philadelphia, 6:20 p.m.
Cincinnati at St. Louis, 7:45 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

Ryan    
Walker

Top sports moments in Wells County: 
No. 4, postseason booms off the bat

Norwell’s Jordan Markley high fives head coach Kevin Baird after her game-tying solo home run in 
the sixth inning against No. 6 Yorktown during the regional championship. (News-Banner file photo)

Noah Schamerloh jacks a two-out grand slam home run to cut deep into the Mississinewa lead 
in the bottom of the second inning of the sectional final at Norwell. (News-Banner file photo)

The winning team in this week’s 
Green Valley Tuesday Senior Golf 
League was Wayne Close, Doug Scher, 
Greg Castilow, Jack Blair and Ron 
McDonald.

Steve Folk was the low gross at 36 
and Castilow was the low net at 27. 
Arley Higginbotham was the closest to 
pin and the longest putt went to McDon-
ald.

Green Valley Senior Golf results

By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer

Jeremy Roenick was getting a coffee 
when he got the call he once hoped for but 
some time ago stopped expecting when the 
Hockey Hall of Fame selection committee 
meets typically in late June.

Tears welled up in his eyes and then 
down his face as he was rendered unable to 
pay, to hold the cup or to speak. It was to 
him an embarrassing but also a wonderful 
moment to get the word that he’ll be induct-
ed into the hall this November.

“I still can’t believe it,” Roenick said. 
“I’m sitting here in shock. I’m shaking. I’m 
sweating. ... This means the world to me.”

His lengthy wait is over after more than 
a decade, as Roenick was unveiled Tuesday 
as part of the seven-member class of 2024, 
the first to include two women’s players 
since 2010. It’s the first class with two U.S. 
women’s players in the hall’s history: Nata-
lie Darwitz and Krissy Wendell-Pohl.

“Hopefully this is a regular occurrence 
from here on out,” Darwitz said. “There’s 
so many players of our generation and past 
generations that have paved the way to get 
women’s hockey to be where it is today, so 
hopefully we’re the starting line of that hap-
pening every single year, that two female 
hockey players can get into the Hall of 
Fame.”

Two-time Detroit Red Wings Stanley 
Cup-winning winger Pavel Datsyuk and 
former Nashville Predators defenseman 
Shea Weber were elected in their first year 
of eligibility. Longtime executives Colin 
Campbell and David Poile were chosen in 
the builder category.

Roenick’s 1,216 points with Chicago, 
Phoenix, Philadelphia, Los Angeles and 
San Jose are fourth most of any U.S.-born 
player. He has been a candidate since 2012 
and passed over each year since.

“I actually did not think it was going to 
happen,” Roenick said on a conference call 
with reporters. “Having something when 
you wait for it, and like I waited for it, 
never knowing if it would happen, it feels 
like it means more because it hit me really, 
really hard.”

Datsyuk and Weber were slam dunks 
to be first-ballot Hall of Famers. Datsyuk 
dazzled as “the Magic Man” throughout 
a 14-year career with Detroit in which he 
excelled offensively and defensively and 

afterward won also won Olympic gold with 
Russia in 2018 when NHL players did not 
participate.

“Of course I’m pumped,” Datsyuk said. 
“Now I’m a lucky boy. I’m happy.”

Weber, only 38, is still under contract — 
his rights are owned by the Utah Hockey 
Club that relocated from Arizona and used 
to be called the Coyotes — but was eligible 
because injuries ended his playing career 
in 2021 after helping Montreal reach the 
final. A two-time Olympic gold medal win-
ner for Canada in 2010 and ‘14, he said he 
screened the hall’s call a couple of times not 
recognizing the number or expecting the 
news.

“My career obviously it was a great 
career,” said Weber, who played 11 of his 
16 NHL seasons with Nashville and served 
as captain there from 2010-16. “I wish it 
could’ve gone longer and something that 
the body kind of tells you it’s time and 
unfortunately it was a tough time because 
mentally I still felt like I could compete and 
contribute but physically I just had nothing 
left to give.”

Poile, who drafted and then later traded 
Weber, has the most victories of any gener-
al manager in league history from his stints 
running the Washington Capitals and the 
Predators. He follows his late father, fellow 
exec Bud Poile, into the hall.

“I wish I could have a little conversation 
with him today,” he said.

Campbell, who spent more than a decade 
on the selection committee, has been work-
ing high up in the NHL office for more 
than 20 years since a stint coaching the 
New York Rangers. He said it was “kind of 
shocking” to get the call.

Darwitz and Wendell-Pohl were team-
mates at the University of Minnesota and 
on the U.S. national team, reaching the 
Olympic final in Salt Lake City in 2002 
and leaving with silver medals. Wendell-
Pohl got emotional when she found out 
they’d also be going into the hall together, 
especially as another sign of the growth and 
appreciation of women’s hockey.

“It’s crazy,” she said. “To think of how 
far the game has come in such a short 
amount of time but yet feels so long ago 
when you think of where it was back when 
we kind of started playing on boys (teams) 
and the opportunities now that girls have to 
play.”

By JAY COHEN 
AP Baseball Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — The Chicago White 
Sox have a plan for Garrett Crochet to help 
the left-hander with his workload for the rest 
of the season.

Crochet was removed after he retired the 
first two batters in the sixth inning of Mon-
day’s 3-0 loss to the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
There was no score when he was replaced.

The 25-year-old Crochet threw 91 pitches, 
60 for strikes. He threw 85 pitches in his pre-
vious start, when he struck out eight in six 
innings in a 4-1 loss to Houston.

“We’re going to start dwindling his work-
load down a little bit, and we’ll manage that 
correctly,” White Sox manager Pedro Grifol 
said Tuesday. “But it’s not something we’re 
going to put out and say, ‘Here’s what we’re 
doing,’ because nothing in this game is black 
and white.

Crochet has been Chicago’s best pitcher 
this season, but he is already up to 94 1/3 
innings — 40 more than his career high 
from 2021. The 6-foot-6 Crochet, who made 
his first big league start on opening day, had 

Tommy John surgery on April 5, 2022.
He leads the American League with 130 

strikeouts. He is 5-2 with a 1.53 ERA in his 
past 11 starts.

“He’s slowly detraining through the course 
of the year so he can finish the season,” Gri-
fol said. “We’re not going to detrain him and 
build him back to the capacity where he was 
at the start of the season. This is going down-
hill now. We have to really monitor his work-
load.”

The White Sox carried a major league-
worst 21-59 record into Tuesday night’s game 
against the Dodgers. Crochet is among the top 
available pitchers ahead of the July 30 trade 
deadline, but concern over his workload pres-
ents a unique challenge when it comes to put-
ting together a deal.

When it comes to his pitch count, Crochet 
said he vouches for himself as much as he 
can.

“I think that I could throw 130 pitches and 
be cool,” he said after Monday night’s game. 
“That’s how I felt like I was tonight. But with 
where the innings are at, I definitely under-
stand where everybody’s coming from, trying 
to monitor things.”

Roenick gets into Hockey Hall 
of Fame after a lengthy wait

ChiSox have a plan for Crochet to 
help with his pitching workload
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Staying away from social media
Dear Annie: I used to complain 

about not receiving thank-you notes, 
but how many times have you been 
to a shower where, at the end, the gift 
receiver graciously gives a heartfelt 
“thank you”?

In this day and age, it really doesn’t 
mean that a person isn’t grateful. It has 
been drilled into their heads to text and 
to send an answer right away. Next time 
you see the person, say “thank you,” 
and remember that a “thank you” is still 
a “thank you” even if it’s not written on 
a piece of paper.

I still write thank-you notes, but 
that’s me. It’s part of my growing up 
when it was the thing you do. — Anoth-
er Perspective

Dear Another Perspective: I like 
your letter because you are giving 
people the benefit of the doubt. You are 
assuming that their in-person “thank 
you” was heartfelt and that was enough 
for you to feel appreciated.

Dear Annie: I do not engage in social 
media platforms for a few reasons. First 
and foremost, I cherish face-to-face 
communication along with the sound of 
another’s voice and real human interac-
tion. I long for it. It is not as if I never 
gave social media a chance. I did, for 
years.

I found that people are very super-
ficial online and that seeing that side 
of people actually made me feel very 
different about them. I chose to take it 
all down before I began working at a 
school.

Ever since then, people I thought I 
was close to — those I considered my 
inner circle and even my own siblings 
— have slowly stopped communicating 
with me. It almost seems as if, if you 
are not on Facebook, you don’t exist. 
I call or text people and they do not 
respond. There are very few who seem 
to understand that the phone works both 
ways.

I will run into people I have known 
most of my life who seem excited to 
see me; they ask where I have been, 

and they ask if I 
am on Facebook. 
When I tell them 
I do not use social 
media, I often tell 
them I have had 
the same phone 
number and email 
address for 25 
years and inform 
them that I have 
reached out to 
them — by text, 
phone or email — 
and have gotten 
no response. The 
reply I get comes 
across as lazy to 
me. It is usually, “Oh, I don’t have time 
to sit on the phone.” Yet they will have 
the time to spend hours on social media, 
even posting pictures of what they eat.

Am I doomed to a life of solitude if 
I don’t give in to the worldwide obses-
sion with social media? The loss of 
social skills in this world concerns me. 
— No Communication

Dear No Communication: There is 
nothing wrong with not wanting to be 
on social media. My guess is that you 
will have more “quality friends” over 
many “quantity friends.” Would you 
rather have four silver quarters or 100 
pennies in your pocket? You will get the 
quality if you continue to be you. Lis-
ten to your intuition about not wanting 
social media. You are ahead of your 
time. People are becoming increasingly 
aware of the negative impact of social 
media on their mental health

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, commu-
nication and reconciliation — is avail-
able as a paperback and e-book. Visit 
http://www.creatorspublishing.com for 
more information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.
com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNSIt is Christ who  
offers salvation to all

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | June 22 - 28, 2024    | 13 Wednesday prime time

06/26 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Newsw-
atch 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris
"Breath" 

TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Love 
Worth 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Founda-
tion 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy!
(N) 

The Price Is Right at 
Night "Jackpot Special" 

Let's Make a "Little 
Orange Corvette" 

The Real CSI: Miami
"The Catch" (P) (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Blue Bloods "The One 
That Got Away" 

Blue Bloods "In & Out" Blue Bloods "Lost 
Souls" 

Blue Bloods "Hard 
Bargain" 

Blue Bloods "Shadow of 
a Doubt" 

Blue Bloods "A Deep 
Blue Goodbye" 

Blue Bloods "Love 
Lost" 

Blue Bloods "No 
Retreat No Surrender" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

2024 NBA Draft First Round From Barclays Center in Brooklyn, N.Y. (L) (N) ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Chicago Med Chicago Fire "On the 
Hook" 

Chicago P.D. "Survival" News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Dateline "The 
Hideaway" 

Dateline "Mystery in 
Montana" 

Seinfeld
"The Visa" 

Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Walker "See You 

Sometime" (F) (N) 
(:05) Wild Cards Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 

Burgers 
Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Hope in the Water 
"The Fish in the Sea" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

LIFE Ahead
(N) 

Dynamic Planet "Fire"
(N) 

Hope in the Water
"Farming the Water" (N)

NOVA "Arctic Ghost 
Ship" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Dynamic Planet "Fire" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Hope in the Water 
"The Fish in the Sea" 

Context The Day PBS NewsHour (N) Dynamic Planet "Fire"
(N) 

Hope in the Water
"Farming the Water" (N)

NOVA "Arctic Ghost 
Ship" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Dynamic Planet "Fire" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang MasterChef (N) Gordon Ramsay's Food 
Stars (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle "Dead From New 
York" 

Castle "Hollander's 
Woods" 

Castle "XY" Castle "XX" Castle "PhDead" (:05) Castle "What Lies 
Beneath" 

(:05) Castle "The Nose" Castle "XX"

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <++ Transformers: Age of Extinction (‘14) Mark Wahlberg. <++ Transformers: The Last Knight (‘17) Anthony Hopkins, Mark Wahlberg. < Transformers: The Last Knight 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Below Deck "Big Deck 
Energy" (N) 

Below Deck "The Stud 
Sails Again" (N) 

Below Deck (N) Below Deck "Oh 
Captain, My Captain" (N)

<++ Step Brothers (2008, Comedy) John C. 
Reilly, Richard Jenkins, Will Ferrell. 

E! News
(N) 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

To Be Announced Programming to be announced.

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
NBA Today NBA Draft 
Red Carpet Special (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCe-
nter (L) (N) 

NBA Draft
First Round 

2024 NBA Draft First Round From Barclays Center in Brooklyn, N.Y. (L) (N) SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) NFL Live (N) PPA Tour Pickleball Orange County Cup (L) (N) The Ultimate Fighter The Ultimate Fighter UFC Countdown

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line Golf Life Cardinals! 

Pre (L) (N) 
MLB Baseball Atlanta Braves at St. Louis Cardinals From Busch Stadium in St. 
Louis. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Life San 
Francisco 

World Poker WPT Prime 
Championship - Part 1 

World Poker WPT Prime 
Championship - Part 2 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Liberties" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Branded"

Law & Order: SVU
"True Believers" 

Law & Order: SVU
"American Disgrace" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Depravity Standard" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Motherly Love" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Complicated" 

Law & Order: SVU "The 
Undiscovered Country" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition Unknown 
"The Vanished Empire" 

Expedition "Lost Tomb 
of the Mummy" 

Expedition "Hunt for 
the Chupacabra" 

Expedition "Hunt for 
Alexander the Great" 

Expedition "Alexander's 
Lost Tomb" (N) 

(:05) Alien Encounters
"Alien Inside Me" (N) 

(:05) Expedition "Knights 
Templar Treasure Hunt" 

Expedition "Hunt for 
Alexander the Great" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Fat Fabulous Fat Fabulous Welcome to Plathville Welcome to Plathville Welcome to Plathville 90 Day Fiancé: Love 90 Day Fiancé: Love Welcome to Plathville 

HIST  38 77 120 269 
American Pickers 
"Something Weird Here" 

American Pickers "Eyes 
on the Prize" 

Pickers "Mighty Micro-
Madness" 

American Pickers
"Picking Frisco" 

American Pickers
"Superstar Picks" (N) 

(:05) American Pickers
"Secrets of the Hotel" 

(:05) American Pickers
"Cadillac Man" 

(:05) American Pickers 
"Superstar Picks" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 First 48 "House Party" The First 48 First 48 "Sliders" (N) Killer Cases (N) Murder (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) First 48 "Sliders" 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< Field Day (2023, Comedy) Benjamin Ayres,
Shannon Chan-Kent, Rachel Boston. 

< The Professional Bridesmaid (2023, Romance)
Chandler Massey, Francesca Bianchi, Hunter King. 

< Two Scoops of Italy (2024, Romance) Michele 
Rosiello, Hunter King. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:30) < 
Jeepers Cr... 

<++ The Dark Tower (2017, Fantasy) Matthew 
McConaughey, Tom Taylor, Idris Elba. 

<+++ Twister (1996, Action) Bill Paxton, Cary Elwes, Helen 
Hunt. 

Reginald the Vampire
(N) 

<++ 2012 (2009, Action) Chiwetel Ejiofor,
Amanda Peet, John Cusack. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
<++ The Magnificent Seven (2016, Western) Chris Pratt, Ethan Hawke,
Denzel Washington. 

<+++ Crossfire Trail (2001, Western) Virginia 
Madsen, Wilford Brimley, Tom Selleck. 

<++ Last Stand at Saber River (1997, Western)
Suzy Amis, Rachel Duncan, Tom Selleck. 

(:05) <++ The 
Magnificent Seven 

AMC  45  131 254 
(4:30) <+++ Back to the Future Part III (‘90)
Christopher Lloyd, Michael J. Fox. 

<+++ Back to the Future (1985, Comedy) Christopher Lloyd, 
Crispin Glover, Michael J. Fox. 

<+++ Back to the Future Part II (1989, Comedy) Christopher 
Lloyd, Lea Thompson, Michael J. Fox. 

<+++ Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
Copa Tonight 2024 Copa America Ecuador vs. Jamaica Group B.

(L) (N) 
Copa Tonight 2024 Copa America Venezuela vs. Mexico Group 

B. (L) (N) 
UEFA Euro Georgia is up against Portugal in 
Gelsenkirchen in Group F of the 2024 European Champi.. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Moonlighting" NCIS "Obsession" NCIS "Borderland" NCIS "Patriot Down" NCIS "Rule Fifty-One" NCIS NCIS NCIS "Short Fuse" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Guy's Grocery Games Grocery "GGG RAW" Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Housewives/OC WatchWhat Housewives of NJ Dubai "Drama Queens" WatchWhat 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City <+++ Frozen (‘13) Kristen Bell. (:45) Kiff (:10) Kiff (:35) Kiff Jessie Jessie Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(:10) <++ The Princess Diaries (2001, Children) Anne 
Hathaway, Héctor Elizondo, Julie Andrews. 

(:50) <++ The Princess Diaries 2: Royal Engagement (2004, Children) Julie 
Andrews, Héctor Elizondo, Anne Hathaway. 

Royal Rule
(N) 

The 700 Club <++ Gotta Kick It Up 
(‘02) Susan Egan. 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:10) < Slave Play. Not a Movie. A 
Play. (2024, Documentary) 

(:35) 
Fantasmas

(:05) <++ San Andreas (2015, Action) Carla 
Gugino, Alexandra Daddario, Dwayne Johnson. 

One South: Portrait of a Psych Unit
"Part two" (F) (N) 

House of the Dragon (:40) One South: Portrait of a Psych 
Unit "Part two" 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:35) <++ Out of Time 
(‘03) Denzel Washington. 

(:20) <++ Get Hard (2015, Comedy) Kevin Hart,
Craig T. Nelson, Will Ferrell. 

<++ Kingpin (‘96) Randy Quaid, 
Vanessa Angel, Woody Harrelson. 

(:55) <+++ White Men Can't Jump (‘92, Com)
Woody Harrelson, Rosie Perez, Wesley Snipes. 

(:50) <+++ Green Room (‘15) 
Imogen Poots, Anton Yelchin. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:50) <+++ Mission: Impossible II (‘00, Action)
Dougray Scott, Thandie Newton, Tom Cruise. 

(:55) <+++ Mission: Impossible III (‘06, Action)
Philip Seymour Hoffman, Ving Rhames, Tom Cruise.

<+++ Mission: Impossible -- Ghost Protocol
(‘11, Act) Jeremy Renner, Simon Pegg, Tom Cruise. 

(:15) <+++ The Firm (1993, Drama) Jeanne 
Tripplehorn, Gene Hackman, Tom Cruise. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) < Tollbooth (‘21) 
Michael Smiley. 

<+++ Revolutionary Road (2008, Drama) Kate 
Winslet, Kathy Bates, Leonardo DiCaprio. (P) 

<+++ Supernova (‘20) Stanley 
Tucci, Pippa Haywood, Colin Firth. 

(:35) <++ 3 Generations (‘15) Elle 
Fanning, Naomi Watts. (P) 

(:10) <++ The Original Kings of Comedy (2000, 
Comedy) 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: There’s a 
lot said about Christian 
faith being narrow – and 
it must be! But so many 
Christian churches today 
say quite differently that 
true Christianity accepts 
everyone regardless of 
their path, and that the 
goal of religion is to 
eradicate all poverty and 
suffering. To identify with 
them is to affirm a religion 
without Jesus Christ. How 
can these churches get 
away with calling them-
selves Christian? – F.C.

Answer: Today’s cul-
ture has become well 
versed in Christian termi-
nology but is remiss in the 
actual practice of Christ’s 
principles and teachings. 
Our greatest need today is 
not for more Christianity 

but more true Chris-
tians. Some so-called 
Christian leaders 
advocate the working 

out of a system of mor-
als, ethics, and religion 
that would bring together 
all the religions of the 
world. It cannot be done. 
Jesus Christ is unique! It 
is Christ who offers sal-
vation to all, but many 
whose lips call Him Lord 
reject Him in their hearts.

Some people have said, 
“It doesn’t really matter 
what people believe, just 
so they are sincere. Some-
how all paths lead eventu-
ally to God, I guess. And 
if God is a loving God, 
then everyone will be 
saved eventually whether 
they are trusting Christ or 
have rejected Him.”

But the Bible says 
otherwise: “Nor is there 
salvation in any other, 
for there is no other 

name under heaven given 
among men by which 
we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12, NKJV).

The Lord did not 
design the church to cater 
to people’s needs – the 
Lord breathed into the 
church to proclaim His 
truths. But while many 
ponder why God allows 
suffering and poverty, 
one answer is certain: He 
wants His followers to 
demonstrate the love of 
God’s love, mercy, and 
comfort to others, and the 
church should not seek 
pleasures but seek to serve 
God and obey Him.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!
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VEHICLES

SERVICES
Services

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery NumbersS U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 05-11-18-25-26
Cash4Life —  04-08-16-48-57, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 01-07-12-13-16-28-39-40-46-

47-50-51-55-60-61-66-70-72-74-77, BE: 07
Daily Three-Midday — 00-07-07, SB: 05
Daily Three-Evening — 07-03-00, SB: 01
Daily Four-Midday — 01-05-04-09, SB: 05
Daily Four-Evening — 09-09-09-04, SB: 01
Quick Draw Evening — 04-09-12-16-17-24-26-31-34-

35-36-37-39-50-52-53-58-61-62-78, BE: 58
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Wednes-

day): $15.2 million
MEGA MILLIONS

03-16-27-47-62; Mega Ball: 08; Megaplier: 4X. 
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): $95 million

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

July deadline is Tues., June 25!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

July deadline is 
Tues., June 25!

July deadline is 
Tues., June 25!

July deadline is 
Tues., June 25!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

July deadline is 
Tues., June 25!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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Fort Wayne, IN  46804
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Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-223-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

JULY 11 - 10 a.m. - Online 
only - Secured creditors & 
various consignors, owners. 
100+ skid loader attachments, 
tool boxes, workbenches, iron 
gates, chains & binders, 1 trip 
40’ high side shipping contain-
er w/side doors, dome shelter 
container, various truck take 
off parts, dump trucks, 2012-
2014 Freightliner M2106 box 
trucks, day cabs, sleepers, util-
ity trucks, bucket trucks, utility 
& semi trailers, SUV’s, pickup 
trucks, 100+ skid steer attach-
ments & much more! Accepting 
consignments, 815 Adams St., 
Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
JULY 14-JULY 21 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Dave and 
Brenda Double, seller. 40 
Year collection of trains, 2 
realistic model train railway 
layouts, professionally milled 
lumber, downsizing custom 
craft store, shop tools, porce-
lain & other dolls, antiques, fur-
niture, McCoy cookie jars, Hull 
pottery, Sure-Trac utility trailer, 
Commercial Cyclone Rake.  
Preview: July 11 and 18 from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m., 540 W US 224, 
Uniondale. Pat Carter, sale 
manager, 260-273-8294, Stef-
fen Group, www. steffengrp.
com, 824-3006.
JULY 16 - 2-6 p.m. ET - 
(Online) - Farm: William C. 
Lee Trust. Property Loca-
tion: 6 miles south of Angola, 

IN, along E 700 S in Pleasant 
Lake, IN. 156+/- total acres, 
tillable farmland, timber, rec-
reational, pole barn, chicken 
barn, Steuben Twp., Steuben 
Co. Tract 1: 101+/- acres. Tract 
2: 50+/- acres. Tract 3: 5+/- 
acres. Open House by appoint-
ment: Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-
2219, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-
9177. Halderman Real Estate 
& Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com. 
JULY 20 - 9 a.m. - Charles 
(Chuck) Bertsch Estate, 
owner. 3898 E 400 N, Bluff-
ton. Hit & Miss engines (Fair-
banks Morse 5 hp, Fairbanks 
Morse 1½ or 2 hp, more), oil 
well display, 25 to 30 long guns 
and pistols, ammo, drill press, 
mill, snow blowers, trailer, 
M80 Military hot water heater, 
chain saws, welders, industrial 
3 phase motors, tandem bike, 
yard tools, hand tools, Dixon 
ZTR zero turn mower, 11- gar-
den tractors, rear tine tiller, 
lots more. Miz Lehman Real-
tors/Auctioneers, Berne, www.
mizlehman.com, 260-589-
2903.

Public Notice
NOTICE

In accordance with Indiana 
Code 5-15-6-3 requiring prior 
notification to individuals when 
records will be destroyed:

Notice to any individuals born 
in the year 2002, who received 
special education services in 
Adams and/or Wells Counties. 
Please contact Adams Wells Spe-
cial Services no later than August 
9, 2024 if you wish to receive 
copies of your special education 
records. All records requested for 
pick-up and not picked up and non-
requested records for persons born 
in the year 2002 will be permanent-
ly destroyed after August 16, 2024. 
If you wish to request records, you 
must call (260)824-5880 to do so. 
Records must be picked up by 
the person who received services 
unless otherwise legally desig-
nated.

nb 6/18 through 8/7
hspaxlp

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

2385 N. SHADY LN.
BLUFFTON, IN 46714
GARAGE SALE North Oaks
addition, Tons of ONLY Paper
crafts, Stampin, scrapbooking,
31 bags. Jun. 28 9:00 AM-5:00
PM Rain or Shine

308 WHITE BRIDGE COURT
HUGE MULTIFAMILY SALE
Furniture, puzzles, name
brand clothes infant to adult,
bath&body;, canning jars, fab-
ric, 0.50 DVDs, arrowheads,
amish books, baked goods
Jun. 27 8:00 AM-6:00 PM,
Jun. 28 8:00 AM-4:00 PM

120 YOUNG ST, OSSIAN
Clearing out lots of items no
longer needed. Very low
prices; lots of bundles. Some
vintage items incl print music
and Singer sewing machine.
Older style Pampered Chef
and kitchen items. Some baby
items. No clothes. One day.
Jun. 29, 8:00 AM-1:00 PM

Receive a free garage 
sale kit when placing  

a three day line  
classified ad.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Pets

FOR SALE MINI
DACHSHUNDS Looking for
loving homes for mini male
dachshunds puppies they are
very playful and loving they
have good personalities each
their own.I will be giving them
their first shots and deworming
and vet check on Monday .Re-
leasing them on July 5th.
Asking $500.00 260-273-7436
ipchicka77@yahoo.com

Pets
WHEN VETERINARY CARE 
is unavailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® flea/tick, 
mane dandruff, and allergy 
control. Distributed By Florida 
Hardware 800-793-0926. (I)

Hot Deals
1982-94 VINTAGE G.I. JOE
figures and vehicles, Ninja
Turtle/Ghostbuster figures, ve-
hicles and playsets. 824-9069

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

Read & recycle 
this newspaper

Campers/RV’s
2018 THOR HURRICANE,
Model 31Z, Class A RV,
$79,000, 260-307-3225.

BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/hoosier (I)
FREE HIGH SPEED internet 
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-866-981-
3302 (I)
JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. (Of-
fer ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-866-
937-1159 (I)
4G LTE HOME Internet Now 
Available!   Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when you 
travel!  As low as $109.99/mo! 
1-877-327-0930 (I)
NEVER PAY FOR Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 FREE 
Months! 1-855-408-3894 (I)

LINE CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES: 
Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m.; Tuesday-Friday editions: 

day-before by 3:30 p.m.; Saturdays: Friday by 11:30 a.m.


