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Over $250K available with local health grants

Health Board approves applications
for Health First Indiana grants

By HOLLY GASKILL
Local organizations will soon
be able to apply for grants from
the Wells County Health Depart-
ment.
According to Public Health

Nurse Lynn Blevins, the county
has budgeted over $250,000 for
local grants out of Health First
Indiana funding. Wells County
will receive $549,510 through HFI
in 2025.

The Wells County Board of
Health approved a grant applica-
tion on Thursday, and the appli-
cation will soon be available for
interested organizations. Applica-
tions will be open to any group
with proposals that will help
address local health issues identi-
fied by the state.

The application period will be

open for at least 30 days, and recip-
ients will be selected at the board’s
Oct. 17 meeting. Funding will be
awarded in 2025. Depending on
the number of applicants and avail-
able funding, the county may offer
a second grant cycle for 2025.
Groups who receive grants will
be required to report on how the
funds have been used to address

local health issues called “key per-
formance indicators.” A full list
of KPIs is listed on the HFI web-
site, but Blevins has noted seven
KPIs as priorities for the WCHD
on the application. These KPIs are
tobacco prevention and cessation,
student health, fatality review and
prevention programs, maternal
(Continued on Page 2)

Two contested races for Wells

Run the World

Despite the extraordinary hot
weather Thursday, over 120
women completed the annual
Chicks Run 5K. Pictured above,
Sydney Lambert (left) and Molly
Kuhlenbeck near the finish line
together. Diane Enterline cools
off at a fire hydrant, which Bluff-
ton firefighters had turned into
a sprinkler for the runners, at
right. Individuals below, left to
right, are 1st place runner Abby
Ramseyer, Sylvia Ulrich and
Alyssa Brown holding Brantley
Brown. (Photos by Holly

Gaskill)

Supreme Court upholds tax on
foreign income over challenge
backed by business interests

By MARK SHERMAN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme
Court on Thursday upheld a tax on foreign
income over a challenge backed by business
and anti-regulatory interests, declining their
invitation to weigh in on a broader, never-
enacted tax on wealth.

The justices, by a 7-2 vote, left in place a
provision of a 2017 tax law that is expected
to generate $340 billion, mainly from the
foreign subsidiaries of domestic corpora-
tions that parked money abroad to shield it
from U.S. taxes.

The law, passed by a Republican Con-
gress and signed by then-President Donald
Trump, includes a provision that applies to
companies that are owned by Americans
but do their business in foreign countries. It
imposes a one-time tax on investors’ shares

of profits that have not been passed along to
them, to offset other tax benefits.

But the larger significance of the ruling is
what it didn’t do. The case attracted outsize
attention because some groups allied with
the Washington couple who brought the
case argued that the challenged provision is
similar to a wealth tax, which would apply
not to the incomes of the very richest Amer-
icans but to their assets, like stock holdings.
Such assets now get taxed only when they
are sold.

Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote in his
majority opinion that “nothing in this opin-
ion should be read to authorize any hypo-
thetical congressional effort to tax both an
entity and its shareholders or partners on the
same undistributed income realized by the

(Continued on Page 2)

school boards, none filed for
Bluffton-Harrison District 1

By HOLLY GASKILL

There will be two contested races for
Wells County school boards in November
— one for Bluffton-Harrison Metropolitan
Schools and one for Norwell Community
Schools.

Chris Koiner has challenged incumbent
Trent White for the District 3 seat on the
BHMSD board. White is finishing his first
term and serves as the board’s secretary.

Preston Kaehr is unopposed for the
At-Large seat, which is currently vacant.
District 2 board member Bruce Holland
resigned from his duties on Monday, and for-
mer At-Large board member Angie Sheets
was appointed to fill his term. The BHMSD
board scheduled a special meeting for July
16 to appoint someone to fill the vacancy.

No one filed for Mike Murray’s District
1 seat. In this case, Clerk Beth Davis stated
that Murray will continue to serve unless he
resigns from the board.

For NWCS, three newcomers have filed
to take over from long-time board members
Gene Donaghy and Angie Topp, who did
not file for re-election. Donaghy has rep-
resented Jefferson Township on the board
since 1997, and Angie Topp has represented

Lancaster Township since 2012.

The Lancaster Township seat holds the
county’s only other contested race with
two candidates — Catherine Peterson,
Craigville, and Jeremiah Tomlin, Bluffton.
Todd Nash, Ossian, is the only candidate to
represent Jefferson Township.

Both candidates for Southern Wells
Community Schools are running unop-
posed. Gregg Vanover, Warren, has filed for
Chad Roush’s Jackson Township seat, and
Todd Fiechter, Bryant, has filed for re-elec-
tion for the Nottingham Township seat.

For county elections, Scott Burke, Ossian,
has officially filed as an independent can-
didate for Wells County Council At-Large.
The race for three At-Large seats currently
includes Burke (I), Seth Whicker (R), Vicki
Andrews (R), Scott Elzey (R) and Brian
Hollingsworth (D).

Independent or minor party candidates
have until noon on Monday, July 1, to file a
petition with the Clerk’s office. The Demo-
cratic Pary has until noon on Wednesday,
July 3, to fill general ballot vacancies —
Hollingsworth is the only Democrat candi-
date filed for county-level elections.

holly@news-banner.com

TikTok accuses federal agency
of ‘political demagoguery’
in challenge against U.S. ban

By HALELUYA HADERO
AP Business Writer

TikTok disclosed a letter Thursday that
accused the Biden administration of engag-
ing in “political demagoguery” during high-
stakes negotiations between the government
and the company as it sought to relieve con-
cerns about its presence in the U.S.

The letter — sent to David Newman,
a top official in the Justice Department’s
national security division, before President
Biden signed the potential TikTok ban into
law — was submitted in federal court along
with a legal brief supporting the company’s
lawsuit against measure. TikTok’s Beijing-
based parent company ByteDance is also
a plaintiff in the lawsuit, which is expected
to be one of the biggest legal battles in tech
and internet history.

The internal documents provide details
about negotiations between TikTok and
the Committee on Foreign Investment in
the United States, a secretive inter-agency
panel that investigates corporate deals over
national security concerns, between January
2021 and August 2022.

TikTok has said those talks ultimately
resulted in a 90-page draft security agree-
ment that would have required the com-
pany to implement more robust safeguards
around U.S. user data. It would have also
required TikTok to put in a “’kill switch” that
would have allowed CFIUS to suspend the
platform if it was found to be non-compliant
with the agreement.

However, attorneys for TikTok said the
agency “ceased any substantive negotia-
tions” with the company after it submitted
the draft agreement in August 2022.

CFIUS did not immediately respond to

a request for comment. The Justice Depart-
ment said it is looking forward to defend-
ing the recently enacted legislation, which
it says addresses “critical national security
concerns in a manner that is consistent with
the First Amendment and other constitution-
al limitations.”

“Alongside others in our intelligence
community and in Congress, the Justice
Department has consistently warned about
the threat of autocratic nations that can
weaponize technology — such as the apps
and software that run on our phones — to
use against us,” the statement said. “This
threat is compounded when those autocratic
nations require companies under their con-
trol to turn over sensitive data to the govern-
ment in secret.”

The letter sent to Newman details addi-
tional meetings between TikTok and gov-
ernment officials since then, including a
March 2023 call the company said was
arranged by Paul Rosen, the U.S. Trea-
sury’s undersecretary for investment secu-
rity.

According to TikTok, Rosen told the
company that “senior government officials”
deemed the draft agreement to be insuffi-
cient to address the government’s national
security concerns. Rosen also said a solu-
tion would have to involve a divestment by
ByteDance and the migration of the social
platform’s source code, or its fundamental
programming, out of China.

TikTok’s lawsuit has painted divestment
as a technological impossibility since the
law requires all of TikTok’s millions of lines
of code to be wrested from ByteDance so
that there would be no “operational relation-

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)

and child health, access and linkage,
chronic disease prevention and reduc-
tion, and trauma and injury prevention
and education.

Of these KPIs, Blevins highlighted
maternal and child health as being par-
ticularly significant for the county in
light of the recent closure of OB-GYN
and labor and delivery services offered
by Bluffton Regional Medical Center
and Meridian Health Services in Bluft-
ton. In her report, WCHD Administrator
Sahara Wall said the closure has also led
to a decline in the number of birth cer-
tificates issued. Wall expects this trend
to continue and possibly for home births
to increase — Wall said she recently
issued a birth certificate for a baby born
while in transit to Fort Wayne.

In his update, Environmental Special-

ist Ryan Bennett said there have been
quite a few complaints to this depart-
ment recently. In April and May, there
were 20 complaints to the department
for the food division and two in the sep-
tic division. “One in three is valid, and
one in five is serious,” Bennett said.

Blevins reported an uptick in vac-
cinations following a clinic at Chris-
tian Care. He also indicated lead levels
have become a bigger issue and con-
ducted one home visit in April for high
lead levels.

Health Officer Dr. Brandon Hug-
gins attempted to join the meeting vir-
tually, however, there was no response
when the board asked for an update
from Huggins. Since his appointment
in March, Huggins has not been pres-
ent in person for a board meeting due
to his work schedule.

The board itself had just enough to
meet quorum on Thursday — mem-
bers Chris Esterling, Molly Hoag,
Ann McNabb and Tamara Troutt were
present, and Dr. Bart Hott, Dr. Mary
Donley and Steven Bales were absent.
While the board had previously dis-
cussed moving their regular meet-
ing time, Esterling has stated it was
“incredibly hard” to accommodate
everyone’s schedules.

The board has met seven times this
year, four times of which have not
been considered regular meetings, and
have had a full board present for two
meetings — both of which were in
January regarding former health offi-
cer Dr. Kay Johnson.

The board’s next meeting is sched-
uled for 6:30 a.m. on Aug. 15.

holly@news-banner.com

TikTok

(Continued from Page 1)
ship” between the Chinese
company and the new U.S.
app.
After the Wall Street
Journal reported in March
2023 that CFIUS had threat-
ened ByteDance to divest
TikTok or face a ban, Tik-
Tok’s attorneys held another
call with senior staff from
the Justice and Treasury
departments where they
said leaks to the media by
government officials were
“problematic and damag-
ing.”

That call was followed
by an in-person meeting in
May 2023 between TikTok’s
attorneys, technical experts
and senior staff at the Trea-
sury Department focused
on data safety measures
and TikTok’s source code,
the company’s attorneys
said. The last meeting with
CFIUS occurred in Septem-
ber 2023.

In the letter to New-
man, TikTok’s attorneys
say CFIUS provides
a constructive way to
address the government’s
concern. However, they
added, the agency can
only serve this purpose
when the law - which
imposes confidential-
ity - and regulations “are
followed and both sides
are engaged in good-faith
discussions, as opposed
to political subterfuge,
where CFIUS negotiations
are misappropriated for
legislative purposes.”

The legal brief also
shared details of, but does
not include, a one-page doc-
ument the Justice Depart-
ment allegedly provided to
members of Congress in
March, a month before they
passed the federal bill that
would require the platform
to be sold to an approved
buyer or face a ban.

TikTok’s attorneys said
the document asserted Tik-
Tok collects sensitive data
without alleging the Chi-

New York makes move to limit

/£

By ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE
Associated Press

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul on
Thursday signed a bill that would allow
parents to block their children from get-
ting social media posts suggested by a
platform’s algorithm, a move to limit
feeds critics argue are addictive.

Under the legislation, feeds on apps
like TikTok and Instagram would be lim-
ited for people under age 18 to posts from
accounts they follow, rather than content
suggested by an automated algorithm. It
would also block platforms from sending
minors notifications on suggested posts
between midnight and 6 a.m.

Both provisions could be turned off
if a minor gets what the bill defines as
“verifiable parental consent.”

The law does not take effect imme-
diately. State Attorney General Letitia
James is now tasked with crafting rules
to determine mechanisms for verifying a
user’s age and parental consent. After the
rules are finalized, social media compa-
nies will have 180 days to implement the
regulations.

“We can protect our kids. We can tell
the companies that you are not allowed
to do this, you don’t have a right to do
this, that parents should have say over
their children’s lives and their health, not
you,” Hochul, a Democrat, said at a bill
signing ceremony in Manhattan.

The signing is the first step in what
is expected to be a drawn out process of
rule making, and a probable lawsuit from
social media companies to block the law.

NetChoice, a tech industry trade
group that includes X and Meta, has crit-
icized the legislation as unconstitutional.

“This is an assault on free speech and
the open internet by the State of New
York,” Carl Szabo, vice president and
general counsel of NetChoice, said in a
statement. “New York has created a way
for the government to track what sites
people visit and their online activity by
forcing websites to censor all content
unless visitors provide an ID to verify

addictive’ social media feeds for kids

their age.”

Most of the biggest social media plat-
forms send users a steady stream of sug-
gested videos, photographs and other
content, using a computer to try and
predict what will keep users entertained
and engaged for as long as possible.
The algorithms use a variety of factors
to curate that content, including what a
user has clicked on before and interests
of other people with similar preferences.

The bill marks the latest attempt by a
state to regulate social media as part of
concerns over how children interact with
the platforms.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom this
week announced plans to work with the
Legislature on a bill to restrict smart-
phone usage for students during the
school day, though he didn’t provide
exact details on what the proposal would
include. Newsom in 2019 signed a bill
allowing school districts to limit or ban
smartphones while at school.

There hasn’t been broad legislation on
the subject at the federal level but it is a
common point of discussion in Washing-
ton. This week the U.S. surgeon general
called on Congress to put warning labels
on social media platforms similar to
those on cigarettes, citing mental health
dangers for children using the sites.

Some tech companies, with pressure
mounting, have decided to set up paren-
tal controls on their platforms. Last year,
Meta, the parent company of Facebook
and Instagram, created tools that allowed
parents to set time limits on the apps for
children.

The New York legislation, debuted
last October, had faced major pushback
in the Legislature from the tech industry.

“Social media platforms manipulate
what our children see online to keep
them on the platforms as long as pos-
sible,” said James, a Democrat who
pushed for the bill. “The more time
young people spend on social media, the
more they are at risk of developing seri-
ous mental health concerns.”

nese government has ever
obtained such data. Accord-
ing to the company, the doc-

ument also alleged that Tik-
Tok’s algorithm creates the
potential for China to influ-

ence content on the platform
without alleging the country
has ever done so.

U.S. veteran died at a nursing home, abandoned;
Hundreds of strangers came to say goodbye

By PATRICK WHITTLE
and JOHN SEEWER
Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) — Former
U.S. Marine Gerry Brooks died alone
at a nursing home in Maine, aban-
doned and all but forgotten. Then the
funeral home posted a notice asking if
anyone would serve as a pallbearer or
simply attend his burial.

Within minutes, it was turning away
volunteers to carry his casket.

A bagpiper came forward to play at
the service. A pilot offered to perform
a flyover. Military groups across the
state pledged a proper sendoff.

Hundreds of people who knew
nothing about the 86-year-old beyond
his name showed up on a swelter-
ing afternoon and gave Brooks a final
salute with full military honors Thurs-
day at the Maine Veterans’ Memorial
Cemetery in Augusta.

Patriot Guard Riders on motorcy-
cles escorted his hearse on the 40-mile
route from the funeral home in Belfast,
Maine, to the cemetery. Members of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars paid trib-
ute with a 21-gun salute. Volunteers
held American flags next to the cas-
ket while a crane hoisted a huge flag
above the cemetery entrance.

Some saluted while filing by. Oth-
ers sang The Marines’ Hymn.

“It’s an honor for us to be able to do
this,” said Jim Roberts, commander of
the VEW post in Belfast. “There’s so
much negativity in the world. This is
something people can feel good about
and rally around. It’s just absolutely
wonderful.” He said Brooks’ son,
granddaughter and son-in-law came to
the funeral but did not speak during the
service.

Roberts said the VFW is called a

couple times a year about a deceased
veteran with no family or with one
that isn’t willing to handle the funeral
arrangements. But “we will always be
there.” Like other veterans helping out
Thursday, he hadn’t known Brooks.

So many groups volunteered to take
part in paying tribute that there wasn’t
enough space to fit them into the
20-minute burial service, said Katie
Riposta, the funeral director who put
out the call for help last week.

“It renews your faith in humanity,”
she said.

More than 8 million of the U.S. vet-
erans living are 65 or older, almost half
the veteran population. They are over-
whelmingly men. That’s according to
a U.S. Census Bureau report last year.
As this generation dies, it said, their
collective memory of wartime experi-
ences “will pass into history.”

Much about Brooks’
unknown.

He was widowed and lived in
Augusta. He died on May 18, less than
a week after entering a nursing home,
Riposta said. A cause of death was not
released.

The funeral home and authorities
reached his next of kin, but no one
was willing to come forward or take
responsibility for his body, she said.

“It sounds like he was a good per-
son, but I know nothing about his life,”
Riposta said, noting that after Brooks’
death, a woman contacted the funeral
home to say he had once taken her in
when she had no other place to go,
with no details.

“It doesn’t matter if he served one
day or made the military his career,”
she said. “He still deserves to be
respected and not alone.”

The crowd on Thursday wasn’t all

life is

strangers — and it turned out Brooks
hadn’t been one, either.

Victoria Abbott, executive director
of the Bread of Life shelter in Augus-
ta, said he had come every day to eat
at their soup kitchen, always ready to
crack “dad jokes” and make the staff
smile. He had a favorite table.

“Your quintessential 80-year-old,
dad jokes every day,” Abbott said. “He
was really great to have around. He
was part of the soup kitchen family.”

But most people there Thursday
met him too late. The memorial book
posted online by Direct Cremation of
Maine, which helped to arrange the
burial, had a few strangers’ good wish-
es.

“Sir,” one began, and ended with
“Semper Fi.”

The two others, a couple, thanked
Brooks for his service. “We all deserve
the love kindness and respect when we
are called home. I hope that you lived
a full beautiful life of Love, Kindness,
Dreams and Hope,” they wrote.

They added: “Thank you to all
those who will make this gentleman’s
service a proper, well deserved good
bye.”

Linda Laweryson, who served in
the Marines, said this was the second
funeral in little over a year that she
has attended for a veteran who died
alone. Everyone deserves to die with
dignity and be buried with dignity,
she said.

Laweryson read a poem during the
graveside service written by a combat
Marine who reflects on the spot where
Marines graduate from boot camp.

“I walked the old parade ground,
but I was not alone,” the poem reads.
“I walked the old parade ground and
knew that I was home.”

LOCAL/NATION

Weather

Friday, June 21, 2024
(24-hour observations at 10:22 p.m. Thursday)
High: 94; Low: 75; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.32

feet at 7:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast

Today: Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 94. Heat
index values as high as 97. Calm wind becoming west

around 5 mph in the afternoon.

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 73. Calm wind.
Saturday: Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 95.
Heat index values as high as 99. Southwest wind 5 to 10

mph.

Saturday Night: A 30% chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 76.
Southwest wind around 10 mph, with gusts as high as 20

mph.

Sunday: A 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms,
mainly before 2 p.m. Partly sunny and hot, with a high near

91.

Sunday Night: A 10% chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 8 p.m. Mostly clear, with a low around 66.

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 87.

Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 65.

Tuesday: A 20% chance of showers and thunderstorms
after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 96.

Tuesday Night: A 40% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 71.

Supreme Court

(Continued from Page 1)
entity.”

Underscoring the limited
nature of the court’s ruling,
Kavanaugh said as he read
a summary of his opinion in
the courtroom, “the precise
and very narrow question”
of the 2017 law “is the only
question we answer.”

The court ruled in the
case of Charles and Kath-
leen Moore, of Redmond,
Washington. They chal-
lenged a $15,000 tax bill
based on Charles Moore’s
investment in an Indian
company, arguing that the
tax violates the 16th Amend-
ment. Ratified in 1913, the
amendment allows the fed-
eral government to impose
an income tax on Ameri-
cans. Moore said in a sworn
statement that he never
received any money from
the company, KisanKraft
Machine Tools Private Ltd.

But Kavanaugh said the
tax the Moores disputed was
akin to other taxes, includ-
ing those on foreign-earned
income and partnerships. A
ruling for the Moores could
have called into question
those other provisions of
the tax code and threatened
losses to the U.S. Treasury
of several trillion dollars,
Kavanaugh noted, echoing
the argument made by the
Biden administration.

Justice Clarence Thomas,
joined by Justice Neil Gor-
such, wrote in dissent that
the Moores paid taxes on
an investment ‘“that never
yielded them a penny.”
Under the 16th Amendment,
Thomas wrote, the only
income that can be taxed is
“income realized by the tax-
payer.”

Lawyers for the Moores
said they were disappointed
by the ruling, but took some
hope from its narrowness.
“What this means is that the
constitutionality of other
species of future taxes —
such as a national wealth tax
— remains entirely unad-

dressed by the court’s opin-
ion,” said Dan Greenberg,
general counsel of the Com-
petitive Enterprise Institute.

Greenberg pointed to
a separate opinion from
Justice Amy Coney Bar-
rett, joined by Justice
Samuel Alito, that agreed
the Moores should lose
this case. But Barrett also
sided with the dissenters in
arguing that income has to
be realized — in essence,
received — to be taxed in
accord with the Constitu-
tion.

Kavanaugh’s opinion
left the issue of realization
open and there are now four
justices, one shy of a major-
ity, who have declared their
opposition to taxes, like a
wealth tax, that don’t require
realization.

Leslie Samuels, a tax
expert who served in the
Treasury Department during
the Clinton administration,
said the court’s decision was
unsettling because it seemed
to encourage more legal
challenges to taxes and warn
Congress that its ability to
impose new taxes may be
restricted.

“While the government
won, the Moores’ backers
effectively achieved some
important and disquieting
successes for the future,”
Samuels said.

The case also had kicked
up ethical concerns and
raised questions about the
story the Moores’ lawyers
told in court filings. Alito
rejected calls from Sen-
ate Democrats to step away
from the case because of his
ties to David Rivkin, a law-
yer who is representing the
Moores.

Public documents show
that Charles Moore’s
involvement with the com-
pany, including serving as a
director for five years, is far
more extensive than court
filings indicate.

The case is Moore v.
U.S.,22-800.

U.S. will redirect air
defense interceptor
missiles to Ukraine

WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House announced
Thursday that it will rush delivery of air defense intercep-
tor missiles to Ukraine by redirecting planned shipments
to other allied nations, as Washington scrambles to counter
increased Russian attacks on Ukrainian energy infrastruc-

ture.

National security spokesman John Kirby said the U.S.
had taken the “difficult but necessary decision to repriori-
tize near-term planned deliveries of foreign military sales
to other countries,” though he wouldn’t say which nations
would be affected or how many.

“Right now, we know that Ukraine urgently needs these
additional capabilities,” Kirby said on a call with reporters,
adding, “Obviously more is needed, and it’s needed now.”

The announcement comes after President Joe Biden, dur-
ing last week’s Group of Seven meeting in Italy, suggested
such action might be necessary, saying, “We’ve let it be
known for those countries that are expecting, from us, air
defense systems in the future, that they’re going to have to

wait.”

“Everything we have is going to go to Ukraine until their
needs are met,” Biden said. “And then we will make good
on the commitments we made to other countries.”

The U.S. was already sending Ukraine a consistent
stream of interceptors for its air defense systems, including
for the Patriot missile batteries and the National Advanced
Surface-to-Air Missile Systems, or NASAMS. But Kirby
said that more was urgently needed as Russia’s military
has accelerated missile and drone attacks against cities and
infrastructure centers “trying to destroy Ukraine’s energy

system ahead of this winter.”
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Jennifer

McCORMICK

* FOR GOVERNOR

The Democratic candidate for governor in 2024, Jennifer McCormick, announces former state
lawmaker Terry Goodin as her pick for lieutenant governor on June 20, 2024 in Indianapolis.

(Photo by Casey Smith)

Democrat Jennifer McCormick
taps former Indiana Rep. Terry
Goodin for lieutenant governor

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Democratic gubernatorial
nominee Jennifer McCor-
mick has picked former
Indiana lawmaker and social
conservative Terry Goodin
as her running mate, despite
pushback from some within
her party.

McCormick made
the lieutenant governor
announcement Thursday
afternoon in Indianapolis,
just days after she called out
Republican state delegates
for choosing conservative
Noblesville pastor Micah
Beckwith as that party’s lieu-
tenant governor nominee.

“My selection of Dr.
Terry Goodin is aligned to
our unwavering commit-
ment to restoring reproduc-
tive rights and freedoms,
prioritizing education and
ensuring good paying jobs,”
McCormick said. “It is also
a selection that stays true to
empowering all Hoosiers
— and all means all. As a
ticket, we are committed
to bringing back common
sense civility and biparti-
sanship, while focusing on
issues that are impacting our
daily lives.”

Goodin must still be
approved by convention del-
egates in July, however. In
Indiana, delegates in private
party conventions decide
the nomination of lieutenant
governor alongside picks for
other statewide offices, such
as attorney general.

Two Hoosiers — Bob
Kern and Clif Marsiglio —
have also filed to run for
Indiana lieutenant governor
at the upcoming state con-
vention.

Reaction to the
announcement was mixed
on social media, with some
Democrats wishing for a
more progressive candi-
date and others highlight-
ing Goodin’s legislative and
education experience.

Shortly after McCor-
mick’s announcement, Sen.
J.D. Ford, D-Indianapolis,
added intrigue to the situ-
ation by telling Important-
ville’s Adam Wren that he is
also considering a conven-
tion run.

“I’ve traveled to many
parts of the state in the
last two years, and I was
troubled by what I saw. In
county after county, small
towns and small cities seem
to be going out of business,”
Goodin said. “Unfortunate-
ly, the current leadership in
our state seems to be okay
with this as they have imple-
mented no real policies that
will rebuild our small com-
munities, our rural commu-
nities ... We can do better
than that in Indiana, folks.”

He said change starts
with education reforms,
creating more union jobs
and ensuring Hoosiers get
“equal pay for equal work.”

“This race we’re get-
ting ready to undertake is
between those who have a
vision for a great future for
our state, or those who sim-
ply want to be stuck in the
past,” he said.

A former Democratic
member of the Indiana
House of Representatives,
Goodin represented District

66 — which includes por-
tions of Scott, Clark and
Jefferson counties — from
2000 to 2020.

He served as the Minor-
ity Leader of the House for a
partial term in 2017 but was
not re-elected to the position
by the Democratic caucus
the following year.

Goodin address
his voting record

Goodin sparked con-
troversy in 2011, when he
voted with a majority of
lawmakers for a constitu-
tional ban on gay marriage
in Indiana. Three years later,
when the measure came
up for a vote again, near-
ly every Democrat voted
against it, but Goodin was
excused and did not vote.

He also voted with
Republicans in support of
expanding the ability to
carry firearms. In 2020, he
co-authored a bill to let off-
duty police officers carry
firearms into casinos, and in
2019 he co-authored sepa-
rate legislation to expand
Indiana’s “stand your
ground” law.

Goodin’s record also
includes votes in favor of
several bills adding restric-
tions or regulations on abor-
tions.

Four years ago, Demo-
crat candidate for governor
Woody Myers was readying
to tap Goodin as his running
mate but progressive Demo-
crats in the party rebelled
and he ultimately chose
Linda Lawson instead.

“There’s a real battle
going on in our state right
now against women’s per-
sonal freedoms and their
individual rights. I know in
my 20 years of service in
the legislature, my votes on
women’s reproductive rights
have been somewhat spotty
at best,” Goodin said of his
prior votes on abortion-
related measures. “But [ was
always counseled by those
female colleagues who have
told me that, ‘Hey, if we go
too far, Roe v. Wade will be
there to catch us. There’s a
safety net there.” Well, folks,
that safety net has gone.”

Goodin said the 2022
Supreme Court decision to
roll back federal-level rights
to abortion “was an all-out
assault on a woman’s per-
sonal freedoms and individ-
ual rights,” and that it “has
put us in an entirely new
universe.”

“It was politically moti-
vated. It was a partisan deci-
sion, and it was wrong,”
Goodin said. “As defend-
ers of individual rights and
personal freedoms and plain
old common sense, we must
do everything we can to
restore the rights of women
to make decisions about
their own body.”

Goodin also addressed
his previous positions on
gay marriage.

“In 2011, I voted against
allowing gay couples to get
married in our state. At that
time, I did not realize that
with that vote, I had totally
dehumanized, demeaned
and hurt thousands of Hoo-
siers,” Goodin said. “I’'m
person enough to stand here
and say I’m sorry for that,
that I caused that hurt.”

“Like many other Hoo-
siers, with time and growth
I’ve come to realize my vote
was wrong and misguided,”
he continued. “Now, I can’t
go back 13 years and change
that vote. But I can confirm
this. I can confirm that love
is love. And if two people
want to affirm that love with
marriage, they should have
the right to do so in the great
state of Indiana.”

Republicans respond

In February 2022, Presi-
dent Joe Biden appointed
Goodin as the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Indi-
ana state director for rural
development. A USDA
spokesperson confirmed
that Goodin has since
resigned from that post. His
last day was June 14.

Outside of the State-
house, Goodin previously
served for 24 years as super-
intendent of Crothersville
Community Schools, and
as an assistant teacher and
principal in Brown and
Scott counties. He addition-
ally raises beef cattle on his
family farm in Austin, Indi-
ana, according to his USDA
biography.

The Democratic duo —
McCormick and delegates’
pick for her running mate
— will face Republican
gubernatorial nominee Mike
Braun and his running mate,
Beckwith.

Indiana’s GOP delegates
narrowly named Beckwith
as the Republican nominee
for lieutenant governor in a
shocking vote at the party’s
convention Saturday, rebuff-
ing first-term Rep. Julie
McGuire — Braun’s hand-
picked choice for the role
— who had received a last-
minute endorsement from
former President Donald
Trump.

Beckwith ran an unortho-
dox solo campaign for the
number two spot, publicly
pitching himself as both
the prospective governor’s
cheerleader and a check on
his power.

The GOP delegates’ pick
has since spurred turmoil
within the Indiana Republi-
can Party. In a confidential
memo, prominent conserva-
tive attorney Jim Bopp pre-
dicted that Beckwith could
be catastrophic for Braun’s
campaign and open the door
for a Democratic victory.

“Liberal Democrat Jen-
nifer McCormick continues
to let us know who she is, a
radical Biden ally. After fac-
ing multiple rejections from
her own Democrat party
friends, she turned to her
old pal Joe Biden to pluck
a member of his admin-
istration to plug in as her
running mate,” said Griffin
Reid, a spokesperson for the
Indiana Republican Party, in
a Thursday statement. “She
won’t rest until she brings
Biden’s policies to Hoosier
door steps! These radical,
liberal ideas have no place
in Indiana, which is still
very much Trump country.
We look forward to Mike
Braun leading our party to
victories up and down the
ballot come November!”

The Libertarian ticket
is Donald Rainwater and
Tonya Hudson.

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner
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Police Notebook

INCIDENTS

County:

Tuesday, 3:55 p.m., 1000
North Washington Street,
Bluffton. Caller reported
verbal threats from ex-boy-
friend.

Tuesday, 4:30 p.m., 2700
South Main Street, Liberty
Center. Report of a very ill
raccoon running in circles,
officer put the animal down.

Tuesday, 5:38 p.m., 1400
West 100 North, Bluff-
ton. Caller reported camera
footage showing man and
woman looking around their
home.

Tuesday, 11:01 p.m.,
Bluffton Regional Medical
Center. Officer transported
subject to Maple Heights.

Wednesday, 12:47 a.m.,
Southern Wells School. Offi-
cer checked on suspicious
vehicle parked in the grass.
Vehicle belonged to a staff
member, nothing further.

Wednesday, 6:16 a.m.,
East 300 North and North
450 East, Bluffton. Driver
cited for speeding 73 in a 45
mph zone.

Wednesday, 10:57 a.m.,
7600 South 200 East, Bluff-
ton. Officers located wanted
subject Brett Rowles as he
attempted to escape from
the back.

Wednesday, 3:44 p.m.,
North Meridian Road and
200 North, Bluffton. Report
of a vehicle that keeps stop-
ping in front of residence.

Wednesday, 11:23 p.m.,
South Cherry and East 1st
streets, Petroleum. Report of
fireworks in the area. Unable
to locate.

Thursday, 12:18 a.m.,
3600 West 1000 South,
Poneto. Caller reported a
potential burglary in prog-
ress. Officer did not locate
burglars, but noted the caller
appeared to be intoxicated.

Thursday, 1:37 a.m., 3600
West 1000 South, Poneto.
Caller again reported hearing
suspicious noises around the
house, and believed 20-30
homeless people lived in the
woods. No homeless people
found in the woods.

Thursday, 6:59 a.m.,
Wells County Jail. Woman
transported from Allen
County without issue.

Thursday, 10:19 a.m.,
4800 East S.R. 124, Bluft-
ton. Report of an adult tex-
ting minor threats. Unclear if
the threats were weak or the
recipient was under 18.

Thursday, 11:47 a.m., 300
West 100 North, Bluffton.
Caller reported they saw a
car hit their mailbox when
pulling out of the driveway.

Ossian:

Wednesday, 5:25 a.m.,
South Jefferson and East
Lafever streets, Ossian.
Driver cited for driving
while suspended.

Wednesday, 12:12 p.m.,
Silo Farms. Report of a
verbal domestic dispute,

woman refused to get out
of the roadway. Woman and
her child were transported to
a residence.

Thursday, 10:42 a.m.,
SR. 1 and U.S. 224, Ossian.
Driver cited for expired
license plate.

ACCIDENTS

Brett Allen Rowles, 28,
Bluffton; corrupt business
influence, a Level 5 felony,
and theft, a Class A misde-
meanor. Bond set at $35,500.

Charles Edward Sills Jr.,
possession of marijuana, a
Class B misdemeanor, and
possession of parapherna-
lia, a Class C misdemeanor.
Bond set at $1,500.

Randale Lee Thompson
II, 44, Bluffton; operating
while intoxicated, a Level
6 felony, and operating a
vehicle with an ACE of .15
or more, a Class C misde-
meanor. Bond set at $5,000.

Hunter Logan Clark, 24,
Spencerville; burglary, a
Level 6 felony, theft, a Class
A misdemeanor, possession
of marijuana, a Class B mis-
demeanor, and possession
of paraphernalia, a Class C
misdemeanor. Bond set at
$8,000.

Skylar Cole Stewart, 24,
Hartford City; possession of
marijuana, a Class B misde-
meanor, and possession of
paraphernalia and operating
with a controlled substance
in body, both Class C misde-
meanors. Bond set at $3,000.

State adds five sites to eliminate
firefighter training deserts

By MIA HILKOWITZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
The state will build five new firefighter
training sites across Indiana as part of Gov.
Eric Holcomb’s multimillion-dollar plan to

eliminate “training deserts.”

The state will build towers in Wash-
ington Township, Chrisney, Hartford City,
Rushville and Paoli to train firefighters on
live burn training structures. This is in addi-
tion to the four training sites built under the
first phase of the plan — called the Hub-
and-Spoke Training Model — which are in
Wabash, Corydon, Linton and Rensselaer.

“For years, gaps have challenged and
stretched Indiana’s fire service across the
state,” Holcomb said in a press release.
“Now, with this new program, we have the
opportunity to properly support all those
firefighters who sacrifice so much for each
and every one of us everyday.’

The Indiana General Assembly appropri-
ated $17.7 million toward Holcomb’s plan
in 2023, with $7.7 million allocated for con-
structing new training sites in areas where

Randy Head emerges

firefighters must drive more than 30 miles
to train. The other $10 million is intended to
purchase personal protection equipment for
volunteer firefighters, which Holcomb doled
out to 66 different departments in April.

If there is any left over funding after con-

the funds.

structing the new sites, the Indiana Fire and
Public Safety Academy — an education and
training branch of the state fire and building
safety division — will evaluate how to use

Indiana Fire Marshal Steve Jones said
in the release that most Indiana fire depart-
ments have volunteer firefighters who can-
not travel to other areas of the state to fur-
ther their education.

“This plan tells them we are about the
quality of training available to them, and
we’re committed to making it more acces-
sible,” Jones said.

The training sites in Wabash, Croydon,

begin.

Linton and Rensselaer will be fully opera-
tional this summer, although it is unclear
when construction on the five new sites will

as likely next Hoosier GOP chief

By LESLIE _
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Lobbyist and former
state lawmaker Randy Head
has surfaced as the Indiana
Republican Party’s next
head.

He would succeed Anne
Hathaway, who recently
resigned after a 10-month
stint chairing the party.

“I am honored to be con-
sidered for Chairman of the
Indiana Republican Party,”

Head said in a statement to
the Capital Chronicle.

“Thanks to President
Donald Trump, Indiana
went from a toss-up state
to a Republican state, car-
ried by nearly 20 points,”
he continued. “Indiana is
poised to be first on the
board for Donald Trump
again in 2024, and we
have great leadership with
Mike Braun, Micah Beck-
with, Todd Rokita, and Jim
Banks.”

Corrections and clarifications

An incident in Tuesday’s Police Notebook misstated that
several small dogs were loose in the 10 block of East Wash-
ington Street in Poneto. The police report states that there
were reportedly two German Shepherds and a smaller dog
growling at the caller and children.

“Our party will bring
great results for Hoosiers
from the top to the bot-
tom of the ticket and I am
excited to get to work for
the Republican Party and
Mike Braun,” he conclud-
ed.

VISITATION & SERVICES

A Patricia
“Pat” J. Adams

Calling: 4 -8 p.m.
Friday, June 21 and one hour
i prior to the service.
¥ Service: 10:30 a.m., Saturday,

June 22 at the funeral home.

Thoma/Rich, Lemler

Funeral Home
308 W. Washington St.
824-385

WE HELPYOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

Jerryrtach

ers - Connie Vangel
1 A A AT |

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

The Price Tég is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

L

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars

FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us
WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall » 260-824-1618
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Other Opinions

Exploring solutions to soaring
home and car insurance rates

Most readers by now have experienced the sticker shock
when their latest auto and homeowner insurance policies
arrive. The Washington solution? Expand political control
over insurers, naturally. But that misdiagnosis won’t solve
the problem.

Auto insurance rates are up 46.2% since January 2020,
more than in the eight previous years combined. Home-
owner premiums have increased 37.8% since 2019 and
5.8% in the first three months this year. Arizona (62.1%),
Illinois (56.9%), Texas (54.5%), California (48.4%) and
Florida (42.5%) have seen even higher increases. (See
nearby chart.)

Insurers are withdrawing from states, forcing policy
holders to scramble for alternative coverage. State-backed
insurers of last resort are swelling. Florida’s Citizens Prop-
erty Insurance Corporation is now the largest insurer in the
Sunshine State.

Progressives blame — what else? —climate change and
corporate greed. Insurers have “underwritten financing fos-
sil fuels, and then they profit from selling protection from
the impacts of those fossil fuels on climate,” Massachusetts
Sen. Elizabeth Warren proclaims. “And now when climate
risks are rising, they 're trying to hang American families
out to dry here and demanding either higher premiums or to
get out of the market altogether.”

Well, no. The actual culprit is a bad storm of inflation,
litigation abuse and government-made dysfunctions, which
have been exacerbated by a string of bad weather.

Start with auto insurance rates, which have increased
in tandem with accident claims and vehicle values. Used
and new vehicle prices have increased 29.5% and 20.4%,
respectively, since January 2020. More expensive cars cost
more to insure. Prices for vehicle parts have risen 21.7%
since the start of the pandemic while repair costs are up
48%.

Litigation abuse is also growing as plaintiff firms sue
insurers for inflated damages. This is one reason, in addi-
tion to rising medical costs, that the average bodily injury
claim has increased by some 80% since 2014. Excessive
litigation accounted for about $4 billion in commercial auto
insurance claim costs in 2021.

Storms and wildfires are causing more damage, but this
is largely because building values and repair costs have
soared. Home construction material prices and labor costs
have climbed by roughly 38% over the last five years.
Insurers are also paying more for reinsurance against cata-
strophic events.

Higher interest rates and declining profitability are mak-
ing it more expensive for insurers to raise capital, further
pushing up premiums. Property and casualty insurers last
year paid out $101.70 for every $100 they collected in pre-
miums. Such losses are unsustainable, which means premi-
ums will continue rising as insurers price in their growing
Ccosts.

Cue Democrats, who hope to exploit these problems to
expand Washington’s control over property and casualty
insurers, as they did over health insurers with ObamaCare.
While the 1945 McCarran-Ferguson Act enshrined state
regulatory authority over insurance, the Dodd-Frank Act
created a Federal Insurance Office to “monitor” insurers.

Ms. Warren and 23 Democratic Members of Congress
last month urged the FIO to subpoena data from insurers
and states “to monitor issues and gaps in insurance regula-
tions that could contribute to a systemic crisis and leave
traditionally underserved communities without access to
affordable insurance products.”

Progressives want to establish a national insurer of last
resort and empower the feds to regulate rates, putting Penn-
sylvanians on the hook for mansions in Napa Valley. Don’t
discount the odds in a second Biden term.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
Distributed by The Associated Press

4T By ol FERWIRES SUrSTICATE /A= M\M—

WNEGN AN 224

Democrats turn lawfare into a campaign ad

President Joe Biden’s reelection campaign has
released a new ad that synopsizes the Democratic
effort to use criminal charges and lawsuits against
former President Donald Trump. “In the courtroom,
we see Donald Trump for who he is,” the ad begins.
“He’s been convicted of 34 felonies. Found liable for
sexual assault. And he committed financial fraud.”
Trump, the ad continues, is a “convicted criminal,”
while Biden is “a president who’s fighting for your
family.”

Maybe there were times when you wondered what
accounted for the swarm of legal attacks on Trump,
coming from elected Democratic prosecutors and
appointees of the Biden Justice Department, in late
2022 and 2023. Part of it was delayed gratification;
many Democrats had long been itching to go after
Trump legally, but as long as he was president of the
United States, until Jan. 20, 2021, that was hard to do.

But a larger reason was the coming 2024 presi-
dential campaign. By the middle of 2022, it was clear
that Trump intended to run for his old office again.
For a moment, the impressive reelection victory
of Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis in November 2022
appeared to set up a primary contest between the
two men, but DeSantis faltered. Trump always had
the support of a majority of Republicans, and as the
months went by, his strength in the GOP nominating
contest grew and grew.

That’s where the Democratic strategy came in.

In September 2022, the elected Democratic attorney
general of New York, Letitia James, filed a massive
lawsuit against Trump, seeking to destroy his busi-
ness and extract hundreds of millions of dollars from
him by accusing Trump of committing financial fraud
by overvaluing his real estate properties.

In November 2022, the writer E. Jean Carroll, who
in 2019 accused Trump of defamation, filed a second
lawsuit against Trump, this one accusing him of rape.
The accusation was decades past the statute of limita-
tions, but Carroll, using a special one-time-only New
York me-too law, got in just under the line to allege
that Trump attacked her sometime in the 1990s. She
had never reported or publicly mentioned the event
until she began selling a book in 2019.

In March 2023, the elected Democratic district
attorney of Manhattan, Alvin Bragg, employed a
rarely used legal maneuver to turn an out-of-date mis-
demeanor allegation into 34 felony counts against the
former president. In June 2023, Jack Smith, the spe-
cial counsel appointed by the Biden Justice Depart-
ment to investigate Trump, indicted Trump on 40
felony counts in the classified records case. In August
2023, Smith indicted Trump again, this time on four
felony counts related to the 2020 election and Jan.

6. And then, in August 2023, Fani Willis, the elected
Democratic district attorney of Fulton County, Geor-
gia, indicted Trump on 13 felony counts related to the
2020 election.

It was a multiple-redundant attack. That is, if one
prong of the effort failed, or became mired in legal
procedure, there were others ready to go forward. The

Today in History

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, June 21, the 173rd day of 2024. There

are 193 days left in the year. Summer begins today.

Today’s Highlight in History: On June 21, 1788,
the United States Constitution went into effect as New

Hampshire became the ninth state to ratify it.
On this date:

first success was the E. Jean Carroll suit, in
which a jury, guided by a judge whose deci-
sions made Trump’s defense difficult, found
Trump liable for the decades-old allegation
of “sexual abuse” against Carroll. Trump
was ordered to pay Carroll more than $83
million in damages. That allowed the Biden

commercial to say Trump was found liable \
for “sexual assault.” (The actual verdict A
was “sexual abuse,” but perhaps the Biden i

admakers thought “sexual assault” sounded Bny n
better.)
The next hit was the Letitia James law- York

suit. It was, in the eyes of some experts, a

weak case, certainly not worthy of the pen-

alties sought, but under New York law, Trump did not
have the right to a jury trial. Another judge who made
Trump’s defense difficult decided Trump was liable
and ordered him to pay a jaw-dropping $354 mil-
lion in damages, even though no victim of Trump’s
alleged corrupt scheme was ever identified. That
allowed the Biden commercial to say Trump “com-
mitted financial fraud.”

The lawsuits paved the way for the Biden cam-
paign to make two critical claims in the ad. But after
that, things began to slow down. The special coun-
sel’s documents case became mired in questions of
evidence, procedure, and other issues. There is very
little chance it will come to trial, and zero chance
it will be concluded, before the election. Smith’s
2020/J6 case has slowed down because some of the
special counsel’s charges are so aggressive that the
Supreme Court decided to rule on Trump’s defenses.
The court’s opinions are expected soon, but there
appears to be no way the case could go to trial before
the election. And in Georgia, Fani Willis case is dis-
integrating over the prosecutor’s misconduct. It might
never come to trial.

But the Bragg case managed to avoid procedural
pitfalls and go to trial starting in April. Now, with
Trump’s conviction on 34 counts, it has paid off
beyond measure for the Biden campaign. Trump, the
ad says, is a “convicted criminal” who was “convict-
ed of 34 felonies” — the claim that makes up the cen-
terpiece of the ad. (The ad shows Trump’s infamous
mug shot, which actually came from the Georgia
case, but the ad isn’t too fastidious about the details.)

So the new ad is made possible by the Democratic
attack on Trump, successes that all happened to
originate with Democrats in New York — the Carroll
case, the James lawsuit and the Bragg prosecution.
Together, the cases gave Biden admakers the mate-
rial they needed to frame the campaign as a choice
between a convicted criminal and a president who is
working hard for you. It could not be better timed for
a president struggling in the polls. The race is begin-
ning to peak, with the run-up to the first debate and
the Republican Convention approaching — and now
an elaborate campaign of lawfare is paying off at just
the right time.

© 2024 BYRON YORK
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Navigating family dynamics in the
aftermath of a narcissistic parent’s death

Dear Annie: Very late in my life, |
realized I was raised and influenced
in a narcissistic family. My late father
was a (mostly angry) narcissist, and
my late mother was a patient, long-
suffering enabler. My father had a gov-
ernmental position where he was “in
charge.” At home, he was also large
and in charge, which suited his narcis-
sism.

After my mother passed and as our
father aged, I grew closer to him in
spite of our family history. Basically,
I felt sorry for him. He alienated him-
self from his other adult children due
to real and perceived issues. During the
last few years of his life, my husband
and I visited him weekly and helped
when we could. Although our visits
were initially based on sorrow for his
aloneness, we grew to enjoy his com-
pany and had a better understanding of
him in his elderly years. In my heart I
felt we gave him the gift of grace.

While this was happening, my sib-
lings continued criticizing him, justly
and unjustly, and basically severed ties.
I encouraged them to reach out and
would share things with them via text
that I thought they may want to know
from our visits (medical concerns,
funny stories, antidotes, etc.) Our
father was in his 90s and clearly near-
ing the end of his life. I did not want
my siblings to have any regrets.

Well, our father died and everything
hit the fan afterward! The whole nar-
cissistic house of cards fell. It was like
a huge shift among the siblings. The
golden child (youngest) was the execu-
tor and used my dad’s large estate to
secure loyalty among the others. A
narcissist sister drew extremely close
to the golden child, and together they
closed ranks. The “flying monkeys”
simply went along with things. And me
— “the scapegoat” — became the vic-
tim of the golden child’s and narcissist

sister’s lies, gas-
lighting, shunning,
etc.

Prior to this,
I didn’t know
anything about
narcissism. Fam-
ily members
jokingly (?) had
called my father
a narcissist. In
hindsight, I think
that the more we
helped Dad, the
more they resent-
ed me/us. The
crazy thing is that
the very characteristics they hated in
our father are manifested in their lives.

Never in a million years would I
have predicted the terrible situation
after his death. Have you heard of this
happening before? And how do I pro-
ceed? They have no contact with me
or my husband. We are in our 70s and
80s.

Do you think we are right to for-
give? — Narcissistic Family

Dear Narcissistic Family: Yes, 1
think you made the right decision
to forgive. While it sounds like your
father was very far from perfect, you
were able to see the good in him and
enjoy the time that you had with him. If
your siblings criticize you, just remem-
ber that they might be projecting their
own narcissistic feelings onto you.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s
second anthology — featuring favorite
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is
available as a paperback and e-book.
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

‘Dear
Annie

by Annie Lane

BEETLE BAILEY
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LOOK AT HER CUTE LITTLE
SMILE, AND SHE'S LICKING

HER CUTE
i/\\\\é& LITTLE
Q LIps!

© 2024 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved

YOU KNOW, I THINK
SHE LIKES ME!

www.Blondie.com

L ACTUALLY, IT'S BECAUSE YOU
SMELL LIKE YOU HAD LIVER AND
ONIONS FOR LUNCH AND THAT’S
N~

Dist by King Features
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HES JUST HAVING THE
RIDING LAWNNMOWER

{OL SAID THAT 4oL AND LOUR
WIFE, CINDY, ARE STARTING A
FANILS... DO YO0 HAVE ANY BOY
OR GIRL NANES PICKED OLUT?

Answer

By Dr. Billy f
Graham

The appeal of the
cross is universal

who died on the
cross for their sal-

the throne of my Heav-
enly Father. I entreat my

THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane

Question: Why is it
that so many people —
even rockers, rappers,
and sports stars — wear
crosses or tattoo them on
their skin, but curse Him
with their lips? — A.C.

Answer: The appeal
of the cross is univer-
sal. Many see it only as
a symbol of hope. When
Jesus walked on this
earth, great crowds fol-

vation. The appeal
of the cross touches the
hearts [of the homeless]
and penetrates into the
mansions of the elite,
bringing a peace and joy
which money cannot buy.
It gives people of every
nation dynamic and pur-
poseful living.

When a famous finan-
cier died years ago, it
was found that the year
before his death he had

children to maintain and
defend at all hazards, and
at all costs personally, the
blessed doctrine of the
complete atonement of
sin through the blood of
Jesus Christ once offered,
and through that alone.”
He acknowledged his
vast wealth was as pow-
erless as the beggar’s
poverty to bring him sal-
vation. He was dependent
upon the mercy of God

©2024 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.

www.familycircus.com

“Best part about bein’ a turtle

is you never have to
buy clothes.”

IT'SNOTGOING
TO BE 'STARBUCK!
OR 'JUPITER MOON'!

BUT IF THE NANES
HADN'T ALREADH BEEN
COPYRIGHTED...!

The LOCKHORNS

www.thelockhorns.com

16-2l

052
“REINER,

ACROSS

"THAT'S THE BOOK LEROY READ:"

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

39 GPS

3 Give a 25 “— you

. . . . . - ?”
lowed Him as He healed made his will, consisting as all of us are, no matter 1 ‘I‘East(,?rn ?ggges 4 épei.fcg, 26 gggﬁ%ls'
. . . . . . W | |
the sick, raised the dead, of about 10,000 words what our situation in life 4 %ye 41 “Amen’” bi?th Slage hrs
and fed the hungry. How- and 37 clauses. The most may be. ' y
ery . Y deux 45Dundee  5Deco- 28 Proof
ever, the moment He important clause revealed 7 Sweetie residents rates letters
. . .. . oL . . 9l >
started talking about the his priority in life: “I (This column is based 12 Mess up 47 Citric 6 Fry lightly 30 Here
cross, many no longer commit my soul into the on the words and writings 13 Wyo. beverage 7 Gratis (Fr.)
followed Him, rejecting hands of my Savior, full  of the late Rev. Billy Gra- neighbor 48 Memen- 8 — 31 Cleric’s
His message of sin and of confidence that having ham.) 14 Metal tos -Manuel tunic
salvation (see John 6:66). redeemed me and washed ©2024 Billy Graham fastener 52 Computer ~ Miranda 32 Young
But there are also me with His most pre- Literary Trust. Distrib- 15 ﬁctress 53 2crolnym 9 BPlrdf a3 fél”OW f
people of every race who  cious blood, He will pres- uted by Tribune Content Place Your Ad 24/7/365! 16 Moenrgen I%psgu raes 10 (Dere ) u?)lsi(S: °
have trusted in Christ ent me faultless before Agency, LLC. www.news-banner.com 105 54 Pl'hi ther bussy’s Fr)a dio
18 Bit of ink 55TV “La—" 36 Killer
113
wx T aloroa] Sow | 530 | 6 | 630 | 7ow | 730 | 8w | &30 | 9w | 930 | 10w | 1030 19 The schedule 11UFOpas- _whale
@ 2| 63 Washington Watch Newsw-  [Creflo Joseph Morris TCT Today (Joyce Jewish James Dr. Robert |Truths Andrew  |Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn SO pra- abbr. sengers 37 Shower
T res oy e |y e totbon s e | 0S| f6S 56 Taboos 17 Pan- unit
ews nside ews a ews eel of [Jeopardy! [Lingo \W.A.T. "Peace Talks ue Bloods ightcast [(35) The Late Show 35) After . .
wane | 2|2 |15]15 Edition (N) |(N) ) Fortune  |(N) "Shadowland” ) With Stephen Colbert |Mid. (N) taurateur 57 Choice orama 40 Capital of
Antenna g locl o0 Hawaii Five-0 "Na Hawaii Five-0 "Na WNBA-  [WNBA Basketball Indiana Fever at Atlanta Dream [WNBA-  [Basketball Connecticut Sun at Las Vegas Aces Bull "Absolution” 20 Rosebud, words”? 21 Fraught Japan
WANE-2 Pilikua Nui" Kama Hele" Prega. (N) |From State Farm Arena in Atlanta. (L) (N) Game (N) [From Michelob ULTRA Arena in Las Vegas. (L) (N) t K 58 |_ th 42 Th d
ABC @ 302121 ABC21 News at 5 (N) |ABC21 (N) [ABC World [ABC21 Ent. NHL Florida Panthers at Edmonton Oilers The Stanley Cup Final moves to ABC21 (N) |{(:35) Jimmy Kimmel (:35) 0 Kane ayer wi Ir
WPTA News (N) [News (N) |Tonight (N)|Alberta for Game 6 between the Panthers and Oilers. (If necessary) (L) (N) Live! Nightline 22 Born danger rock
NBC Family 25 Words |News (N) [NBC News [Family Family U.S. Olympic Trials U.S. Olympic Trials Track and Field From Eugene, |News (N) (35 Tonight Show (N) |(35) Seth
WPTA-2 @12 7|8 14 Feud or Less (N) Feud Feud Swimming (L) (N) Ore. (L) (N) Meyers (N) 23 DUtCh DOWN 23 Strong from the
T~ xsl 10| o | 56|34 TheKing [TheKing |[Modern |[News (N) [LastMan [LastMan [Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Mom Mom Goldbergs [The cheese 1 Bivouac bond sun
WPTA-3 of Queens |of Queens |Family Standing |Standing "DKNY"  |Goldbergs 6 AR
W A S. Wilkos "I'mNota  |TMZ Live (N Dish TMZ (N)  [The Big Bakeover Animals  |Funny Kids [Dish TMZ (N)  |Family Guy |Family Guy|Bob's Bob's 27 Mensa shelters 24 "Lion a3 Pueblo
WISE 8 3333 |7hief: Stop Accusing Me” Nation (N) "Mary Lane Cafe" (N) ~ |(N) (N) Nation (N) Burgers  |Burgers stats 2 Popular actor material
PBS Victoria & Albert: The |PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News |Primetime (Washing- |Firing- The Great American  |Comedy |Comedy |Amanpour and Washing-  [Firing- ind-
WFWA @ (13| 5 39|39 Wedding America (39 (N) ton Wk (N) [Hoover (N) |Recipe "A First Taste"  |(N) (N) Company (N) ton Wk (N) [Hoover 29 Wl_nd typeface Patel 44 Macho
PBS 4| 3 Victoria & Albert: The |Context |The Day  [PBS NewsHour (N) Washing- [Firing- The Great American  [Comedy |Comedy [Amanpour and Washing- [Firing- shield type
WIPB Wedding ton Wk (N) |Hoover (N) [Recipe "A First Taste"  |(N) (N) Company (N) ton Wk (N) |Hoover C|eane|'S . . . . 45 B one
FOX 559 WFFT Fox News at 5 |WFFT Fox News at6  [Big Bang |Big Bang |SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling News at  |Locker Young Young Neighbor |Neighbor Solution time: 25 mins. yg
WFFT 665555 (N) (N) Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr... |10 (N) Room (N) |Sheldon |Sheldon 31 Author fli ers
CABLE CH Walker J1A|BREGIR FIEIW 46 Tax-
Castle "Meme s Castle "The Time of Our |Castle "Once Upona  |Castle "Kill Switch” Castle "Last Action (:05) Castle "Bad Santa" |(.05) Castle "Castle, P.I." |Castle "Kill Switch" O[N|O L I[VIA
LIFE 23 |13/108/252|\y, oy Lives" Time in the West" Hero" 34 Break a Blo|R|R[O VIEIR payer
FX 24 (132(136|148|Family Guy|Family Guy [Family Guy|Family Guy [Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy [Family Guy |Family Guy [Family Guy Com' - BIBIE EIRIY IDs
Andy Andy Andy Andy Everybody |Everybody |Everybody |Everybody [Everybody |Everybody |Everybody Everybudy The King [The King [The King |The King - “ -
TVLAND 5 106[304) Giifith  |Griffith | Griffith Griffith y | |Raymond |Ray d y | |Raymond |Ray d y | of Queens |of Queens |of Queens |of Queens mand A[P[E[M]A 48 .Co,r,n mu
, 26 |1420114]236 (:00) ¥k Fast Five (2011, Action) Paul Walker, [%%% Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin %% % Fast 8 Funous 6 (2013, Action) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin ment M| |A A|G|E mty
E Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel. Diesel. Diesel. 35 RIO AlLIU NIEIL aCtor
Twoand a [Twoand a [Two anda (Two and a |[Two and a {Two and a |% Movie % Movie
PARMT %0 2411281 aif Men  |Half Men  [Half Men [Half Men |Half Men |Half Men G rande T|E|X N|O|S Jeong
Around (N) [Pardon (L) [SportsCenter (L) (N) The Point Professional Fighters League Mixed martial arts league where athletes SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) I A[M|E 49 Outer
ESPN 3150 (140(206 (N) compete in a regular season, postseason and championship. (L) (N) glty d R - P f
ESPN2 32|54 [143|209|UFC Live  |Around (N) [ESPN BET Live (L) (N)  [NFL Live Cornhole ACL Bag Brawl 2: National Doubles (N) \The Ultimate Fighter [The Ultimate Fighter |The Ultimate Fighter 37 en BloIR ( .re :)
Live on the Line Sports In the Life San Lights Out Xtreme Fighting LXF 15 From Thunder Studios in Long Beach, Focused |Overtime Elite Semifinals: City Reapers at Cold 38 Pal'ty 50 Stl”, N
Fsmw 3| m8en Stars Spotlight |Francisco |Calif. Hearts Game 2. time O|W|L verse
4 133]105/ 242|490 Trials Swimming, U.S. Olympic Trials Track and Field From Eugene, Ore. (L) (N)  |Chicago Fire "The Chicago Fire "Hot and |Chicago Fire "Keep You |Chicago Fire "What's L RIN|S
UsA 34 133/105 NASCAR  |Qualifying Heats (N) Missing Piece” Fast" Safe" Inside You" bl’leﬂy ) 51 EXpeI’t
DIsC 35| 72 [182/278] Parker's Trail "The Gold Rush: Parker's  |Parker's Trail Gold Rush: Parker's |(.05) Hoffman Family (:05) Deadliest Catch  ((05) Alien Outpost Gold Rush: Parker's YeSterday S answer 6-21
Floating Gold City" (N)  [Trail "Bull's Blood" "Motherlode M.L.A." Trail (N) Gold (N) "Bering Sea Gut Check" Trail
TLC 36 | 73 |183(280| MILF Manor MILF Manor 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé: Happily Ever After? (N) 90 Day (N |MILF Manor \90 Day 90 Day Fiancé 5 8 10 |11
38| 77 1120/269 The UnXplained The UnXplained "Alien {UnXplained "Venus:  |The UnXplained "Alien {The UnXplained (N) (:05) The UnXplained  |(05) The UnXplained  |(05) The UnXplained
HIST Earthlings" Earth's Evil Twin" Moons" "Are We Alone?” "Dangers From Space”
A&E 39 (134/118(265|The First 48 First 48 "Chat Trap" The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48
0 1171851312 % Hidden Gems (2022, Romance) Beau Mirchoff, |%¥ The Santa Summit (2023, Romance) Benjamin |%¥ My Norwegian Holiday (2023, Romance) David |Golden Gold. Girls |Golden Golden
HALL Eliza Hayes Maher, Hunter King. Hollingsworth, Amy Groening, Hunter King. Elsendoorn, Peter Vollebregt, Rhiannon Fish. Girls "Feelings" |Girls Girls
(3:30) ¥% %% Apollo 13 ('95, History) |#%%* The Unbearable Weight of Massive Talent (2022,  |(:55) ¥ Red (2010, Action) Morgan Freeman, John Malkovich, |¥%%% The Unbearable Weight of
SYFY 411351221244 gy Paxton, Kevin Bacon, Tom Hanks. |Comedy) Pedro Pascal, Tiffany Haddish, Nicolas Cage. (P) Bruce Willis. Massive Talent ('22) Nicolas Cage.
TBS 43[130[139[247(Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [Big Bang [¥% Angel Has Fallen ('19) Gerard Butler. (:20) % Murder at 1600 ('97) Diane Lane, Wesley Snipes.  [Movie
44 |131/138|2a5 (:15) ¥%x We're the Millers (2013, Comedy) Jason Sudeikis, %% My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy) Marisa Tomei, Ralph |All Elite Wrestling: ¥ %x My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy) Marisa
NT Will Poulter, Jennifer Aniston. Macchio, Joe Pesci. Ramy (N) Tomei, Ralph Macchio, Joe Pesci.
(3:30) %%  [¥%*k% My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy) Marisa Tomei, Ralph |¥*% Uncle Buck (1989, Comedy) Amy Madigan, [(:15) ¥%% The Great Outdoors (1988, Comedy) [(:15) ¥%% Uncle Buck
AMC 4 13112541 Deeds |Macchio, Joe Pesci. Jean Louisa Kelly, John Candy. John Candy, Stephanie Faracy, Dan Aykroyd. ('89) John Candy.
oM 41 107[249[Seinfeld [Seinfeld [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [The Office [South Park[South Park ¥ Team America: Worl...
(@:30) Speak (L) (N) The Herd With Colin  [CONMEBOL Copa 2024 Copa America Peru vs. Chile Group A. (L) (N) [UEFA Euro Netherlands is up against France in Leipzig {2024 UEFA Euro Poland
Fst 48641150219 Cowherd America Match Day in Group D of the 2024 European Championships. vs. Austria
WGN 53 307|Vargas Report (L) (N)  |The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) [Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
WE 57 128(260(9-1-1 "Karma's a Bitch" [9-1-1 "Trapped" 9-1-1 Mama June Mama June (N) Deb's House (N) Mama June House "Blank Canvas"
FOOD 59 |153/110(231|Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners [Diners Guy's Road Trip (N) Diners Diners Diners [Diners Guy's Road Trip
BRAVO 60 |140(129(237(4:30) Vande..|Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules ¥x %k A League of Their Own ('92) Geena Davis, Madonna, Tom Hanks. |¥%% A League of Their Own ('92) Geena Davis, Tom Hanks.
NICK 68 170|299|SpongeBob [SpongeBob |SpongeBob | Sy Bob]%# No Time to Spy: A Loud House Movie Brian Stepanek. (P) [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends  [Friends
DISN 69 | 30 [172(290(Bluey Bluey Bluey "- Blg City Greens the Movie: Spacec... [¥* The Lion King ('19) Donald Glover. [Big City [Big City [Big City [Big City [Ladybug [Ladybug
(3:00) ¥k %% Spider-  |¥*% The Sorcerer's Apprentice (2010, Fantasy) Jay Baruchel, {¥%% Mulan (2020, Adventure) Donnie Yen, Jason Scott Lee, The 700 Club ¥k Princess
FREEFORM | 70| 32 180131113 2 Tobe Maguire.  |Alfred Molina, Nicolas Cage. Yifei Liu. Protection Program (P)
301 3000501 (3:40) ¥ (:45) Nikki Glaser: (:50) House of the (:50) % Bridget Jones's Baby (2016, Romance) Colin Firth, [Real Time With Bill Fantasmas |Real Time With Bill Fantasmas
HBO Trainwreck |Someday You'll Die Dragon Patrick Dempsey, Renee Zellweger. Mabher (L) (N) (N) Maher
MAX 325 3100515 (4:40) ¥% % The (:05) ¥4 The Box (2009, Horror) Jimmy Marsden, [¥-%% Semi-Pro ('08) Woody ¥ Cedar Rapids ('11) John C.  |¥%%* Source Code ( 11) Michelle  [% Bourne
Strangers ('08) Liv Tyler. |Frank Langella, Cameron Diaz. Harrelson, Will Ferrell. Reilly, Anne Heche, Ed Helms. Monaghan, Jake G Ultimatum
351851318 (:15) ¥%*%* 13 Going on 30 (2004, Fantasy) Mark Couples Th Couples Th |¥%** The Hateful Eight (2015, Western) Kurt Russell, Jennifer Jason Leigh, ¥ %% Talk to Me (22) Alexandra |(:35) The
PARSHO 51(851|318/545 py tfalo, Judy Greer, Jennifer Gamer. "405 Samuel L. Jackson. Jensen, Joe Bird, Sophie Wilde. Chi
; (4:30) ¥k % Juice ('92)  |(:05) ¥k The Gift (2000, Thriller) Giovanni Ribisi, |¥*% Deliver Us From Evil (2014, Horror) Edgar |% Sound of Violence (‘21) Lili (:35) ¥4 % 13 Hours: The Secret
™C 375/859(327|553 Omar Epps. Keanu Reeves, Cate Blanchett. Ramirez, Olivia Munn, Eric Bana. Simmons, Jasmin Savoy Brown. Soldiers of Benghazi
M - Mediacom A -Adamswells D1-Dish D2




Page 6 - The News-Banner - FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 2024

Orioles rout Yankees 17-5, win
22nd straight series vs. AL East

NEW YORK (AP) —
Cedric Mullins hit a two-run
homer to spark a six-run sec-
ond inning, Gunnar Hender-
son reached base four times
and the Baltimore Orioles
knocked out rookie pitcher
Luis Gil early in a 17-5 rout
of the New York Yankees on
Thursday.

hand in New York’s 4-2 win
on Tuesday.

The Yankees lost for the
fifth time in seven games and
allowed their most runs since
a 19-5 loss to Cleveland on
Aug. 15,2019. New York also

“They’re about as formi-
dable as there is and the first
couple of series they’ve had

On a 90-degree day, the
Orioles improved to 5-2 against the
Yankees and set a major league record
by winning their 22nd straight series
against an AL East opponent. Accord-
ing to the Elias Sports Bureau, the
Orioles surpassed the mark set by the
Atlanta Braves (1998-2000), Milwau-
kee Brewers (1991-92) and Cincinnati
Reds (1975, 1969-1970).

“Really proud of how our guys
went in this series, the way we came
out and swung the bats today, that was
incredible,” Baltimore manager Bran-
don Hyde said. “So many hard-hit
balls there early, just really, really good
at-bats.

Baltimore also improved to 19-7
against the AL East this season and
51-27 since the start of last season

“I don’t know what kind of state-
ment we’re making,” Hyde said.
“I know teams think we’re a good
team and our record shows it and
the way we’ve been playing against
our division and how we’ve been
playing baseball in the last couple
of years.”

Henderson doubled twice among
his three hits to extend the majors’ lon-
gest active on-base streak to 27 games
and his hitting streak to a career-high
13 games. He also added an RBI

groundout in the sixth.

“It was awesome,” Henderson said.

Ryan Mountcastle had a bases-
clearing double and an RBI single
in the ninth off New York catcher
Jose Trevino. Anthony Santander hit
a three-run homer for his MLB-best
10th homer this month as the Orioles
moved to within a half-game of first-
place New York.

Ryan O’Hearn added an RBI dou-
ble and drove in four runs, while Aus-
tin Hays hit a two-run homer in the
seventh as the Orioles collected 19 hits
and scored their most runs since an
18-5 win at Cleveland on June 6, 2021.

Baltimore also scored its second-
most runs in the Bronx. The Orioles
scored 18 in a nine-run win on June 8,
1986.

“I'm really proud of our guys not
buying into too much that comes from
outside noise and things like that,”
O’Hearn said.

Gleyber Torres hit a solo homer
before exiting with a groin injury and
Aaron Judge hit his major league-
leading 27th homer by lining a two-run
shot in the third off Baltimore starter
Cole Irvin. Judge also had an RBI
single in his return from a one-game
absence after getting hit on the left

their way with us,” Yankees
manager Aaron Boone said. “They’ve
had the upper hand.”

Irvin allowed five runs and five hits
in 4 2/3 innings. Bryan Baker (1-0)
relieved him and was credited with the
win.

Gil allowed seven runs and eight
hits in a career-low 1 1/3 innings.

“They got after him today and
didn’t miss some heaters in the center
of the plate,” Boone said. “That’s been
uncommon.”

Henderson opened the game with
a double over right fielder Juan
Soto’s head and scored on O’Hearn’s
two-strike single. Mullins blasted a
slider into the right field seats for a
3-0 lead and Mountcastle chopped a
double past third baseman Oswaldo
Cabrera down the left field line for
a 6-0 lead.

After Torres and Judge connected,
Santander went deep in the fifth off
Tim Hill, who signed with the Yankees
before the game.

Gil’s short outing ended New
York’s streak of 76 straight starts of at
least four innings to start the season. It
was the seventh-longest streak in base-
ball and the longest in the American
League since the White Sox did it in
the first 89 games of 2006.

NCAA presents options to expand
March Madness from 68 teams

SPORTS

Cruz, Deleon will
play in All-Star Game

Wells County will send two recent graduates to the
Indiana Football Coaches Association North-South All-
Star Football Game.

Defensive tackle Johnny Cruz from Bluffton High
School and Norwell High School kicker Austin Dele-
on will play in the All-Star game on Friday, July 12, at
Decatur Central High School.

Deleon is committed to the University of Saint Fran-
cis, and Cruz to Indiana Tech for wrestling.

By DOUG FEINBERG

AP Basketball Writer

The NCAA has pre-
sented a plan to Division
I conference commission-
ers that would expand
the lucrative men’s and
women’s basketball tour-
naments by four or eight
teams alongside an option
to leave each field at 68
teams, according to a
person familiar with the
details.

The proposals were out-
lined to the commission-
ers this week by NCAA
Senior Vice President of
Basketball Dan Gavitt and
NCAA Vice President for
Women’s Basketball Lynn
Holzman, the person told
The Associated Press on
Thursday on condition
of anonymity because no
official announcements
have been made. The
news was first reported by
Yahoo! Sports.

Under the proposal,
expansion of the 68-team
field included both four-
and eight-team models.
The NCAA would keep
its 64-team bracket but
would add play-in games
involving the 10 through
12 seeds.

If the men’s tourna-
ment were to expand it
is expected the women’s
tourney would as well.

There are many in col-
lege basketball who have

said they believe the
68-team fields and three
weekends of play are ideal
but pressure has grown to
add teams and games to
one of the most popular
sports events on the U.S.
calendar. Last year, the
NCAA Division I board of
directors approved recom-
mendations that included
allowing one quarter of
teams in larger sports to
compete in championship
events; in that scenario,
March Madness tourneys
could expand to nearly 90
teams.

The NCAA is currently
in the midst of an eight-
year extension of its TV
deal for the men’s tourna-
ment worth $8.8 billion
that runs through 2032.
That would not be expect-
ed to change if a handful
of teams are added.

More games would
provide a small boost
through ticket sales and
merchandise, but the pool
of money the NCAA uses
to pay out conferences and
member schools would
essentially stay the same.
What could change, how-
ever, is how that money
would be divided up if the
tournament broadens.

Expansion would also
mean the men’s tourna-
ment would have to find
an additional site besides
Dayton for its First Four

games. The Ohio city
already has games on
Tuesday and Wednesday
and wouldn’t be able to
host additional play-in
games ahead of the tour-
ney’s traditional first-
round opening on Thurs-
day. Women’s play-in
games are at the same
campus sites as the first
two rounds of the tourna-
ment.

Expansion is largely
backed by larger confer-
ences and smaller leagues
do not want to lose the
automatic bids that come
with a conference tourna-
ment championship or face
the prospect of always
being slotted for the play-
in games.

The earliest the NCAA
Tournament could expand
would be the 2025-26 sea-
son, the person told AP.
The NCAA basketball
oversight committee meets
next week and the tourna-
ment selection committee
has a meeting next month.

The men’s tournament
last expanded in 2011
when it went from 64 to
68 teams. The women’s
tournament matched that
in 2022.

The women’s tourna-
ment is coming off its
most successful year ever
that included a record
audience of 18.7 million
for the title game win by

Tiger Woods' son, Charlie,
qualifies for first USGA event

CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. (AP)
— Charlie Woods earned his way
into his first USGA championship
on Wednesday when the 15-year-
old son of Tiger Woods had the
leading score among qualifiers
for the U.S. Junior Amateur next

month at Oakland Hills.

Charlie Woods recovered from
a bogey-double bogey start at
Eagle Trace Golf Club to finish
with a 1-under 71 to be medalist
from his qualifier, one of four play-

ers to qualify from the site.

“I didn’t play great my first two holes,
but I played really good for the last 16.1 just
told myself not to make any more bogeys or
doubles and I took advantage of some nice
birdie looks when I had them,” Woods said.

Tiger Woods was 14 when he qualified
for his first U.S. Junior, reaching the semifi-
nals. Woods won his first U.S. Junior Ama-

Charlie Woods

teur a year later at Bay Hill in 19
holes. Woods is the only player
to win the U.S. Junior three
straight times.
Players have to be under 19
before the championship ends.
The U.S. Junior Amateur is
July 22-28 at Oakland Hills in
the suburbs of Detroit. Woods
will be among 264 players
who will go through 36 holes
of stroke play on the North and
South courses at Oakland Hills

to determine which 64 players

Open titles.

advance to match play.

Tiger Woods is a nine-time USGA cham-
pion — three straight U.S. Junior Amateurs,
three straight U.S. Amateurs and three U.S.

“The USGA means a lot to me,” Charlie
Woods said. “T want to win USGA champion-
ships and hopefully one day the U.S. Open.”

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner

South Carolina over Iowa,
the highest for a basketball
broadcast of any kind in
five years. It outdrew the
men’s championship game
— UConn winning its sec-
ond consecutive title with
a win over Purdue — by
nearly 3 million viewers.
The women’s tournament
also had record atten-
dance.

Six-time Olympic
medalist Matt
Grevers comes
out of retirement

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Matt Grevers had a different
perspective on the U.S. Olympic swimming trials this time
around.

Returning to the pool at age 39, the six-time Olympic
medalist competed Thursday in the preliminaries of the
50-meter freestyle without the least bit of pressure.

He didn’t come close to advancing to the semifinals,
tying for 47th out of 82 swimmers who competed in the all-
out dash from one end of the pool to the other.

Grevers touched in 22.82 seconds, 1.12 behind top quali-
fiers Michael Andrew and Ryan Held.

The time wasn’t really all that important. Grevers ended
his three-year retirement from competitive swimming for
the chance to swim in an NFL stadium and catch up with
old friends without all the expectations that came along with
being a leader of the U.S. team.

“It’s cool to know at 39 that my body definitely still has
it,” Grevers said. “It’s just what are you willing to put into
it. So it was really fun to make the (trials), really fun just
to know I get to swim here, hang out with a lot of friends,
walking on the pool deck, saying hi to all the coaches and
older athletes. It felt kind of like a homecoming.”

Grevers was inspired by Gabrielle Rose, the oldest swim-
mer at the trials at age 46.

Rose, who competed in the 1996 and 2000 Summer
Games, advanced to the semifinals in both of her breast-
stroke races, drawing large, appreciative cheers each time
she walked across the deck.

“Gabby’s cheer when when she went out for semifinals,
it was like one of the loudest ones of the meet,” Grevers
said. “So people are rooting for the old guys just to see what
you can do. Like, hey, you’re almost 40 and you’re able to
push your body to that level. I think everyone can kind of
then picture themselves and say, ‘Hey, what I can do if I was
eating or training a little more carefully?””

Grevers won two golds and a silver at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics and repeated the feat four years later in London,
including a victory in the 100 backstroke.

With limited time for training, he focused on meeting the
qualifying standard for the 50 free at these trials rather than
his signature backstroke event.

Arrow cLaren mas
another IndyCar driver change,

signs 19-year-old Nolan Siegel

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

Arrow McLaren made yet another driver change Tuesday
when it signed 19-year-old Nolan Siegel to drive the remain-
der of the IndyCar season. He will be the third driver to race
the No. 6 this year.

Siegel will replace F2 champion Theo Pourchaire begin-
ning this weekend at Laguna Seca in California. Pourchaire
on Monday posted on social media: “Man I can’t believe I'm
gonna race on the legendary Laguna Seca this weekend.”

McLaren had other plans, particularly after Siegel was part
of the LMP2 class-winning team Sunday at the 24 Hours of
Le Mans in a car co-owned by McLaren CEO Zak Brown.
The team already had its eye on the young Californian, who
had been running in the Indy NXT feeder series with occa-
sional IndyCar starts.

Siegel will be the youngest driver on the grid. He was born
one month after Chip Ganassi Racing rookie Kyffin Simpson.

“I’'m looking forward to jumping right in with the Arrow
McLaren team this week and confirming my place in the
IndyCar Series in papaya moving forward,” Siegel said. “This
is an unexpected jump, but I'm thrilled to be in this position.
I am looking forward to this new journey and learning along-
side the entire team starting this weekend in my home state.”

Siegel had hoped to remain eligible for IndyCar rookie of
the year as early as next season, but two weeks ago at Road
America he was plucked by Juncos Hollinger Racing to be
an emergency replacement for Agustin Canapino. Siegel then
decided to skip the Indy NXT race, which took him out of
contention for that championship this season and ultimately
changed the trajectory of his career.

Once he was out of Indy NXT championship contention,
McLaren sporting director Tony Kanaan wanted Siegel driv-
ing for McLaren on a multi-year deal. Kanaan worked closely
with Siegel on qualifying weekend for the Indianapolis 500,
when two crashes kept Siegel out of the 33-car field.

It was on bump day that Kanaan became convinced the
young driver is one of IndyCar’s future stars.

Arrow McLaren team principal Gavin Ward called Siegel
“one of the hottest prospects on the upcoming side for Indy-
Car and the North American racing scene.”

INN@VEERRVE Vioeo
@NEED =, SECURITY

= NETWORKING

Be Summer Ready

The Best On The Water.
Loud & Clear!

«Sound Systems for boats

Powerful Sound For
OFF-Road Adventure

«RV’s

+Golf Carts «ATV's

(260) 724-2276
1421 Manchester St., Decatur
e — % block west of U.S. 27 North

PRECISION
SERVICE

Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE
0520 S. Decker Dr.
Bluffton

“The Quality Service
@ You Deserve!”
260-824-9149

Bluffton Tire Inc.

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton

ﬂ% Discontinued

Closeout Tires

7

Service with a Smile!

\
Is your old vehicle <&
nd some

as annoying as a
dripping faucet?
‘ a

Visit us today for a new d
or used automobile... |

L4

.~ peace of mind. 71

=~

C

L@

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM CHEVROLET
1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1931 » 888-824-0901  260-824-0900 ¢ 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com
\ Y

Barry Scott  Tyler Shaffer Marion Wells

Service Manager

Hiday Motors

1743 N. Main St., Bluffton « 824-0900

Parts Manager Service Consultant
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WE ACCEPT

MasterCard

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com...

SUDOKU

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

King Classic Sudoku
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SERVICES

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION
Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-93309.

DURACELL. THE #1 trusted
battery brand now offering the
M150 Portable Power Station.
When fully charged the M150
provides enough power to
charge all your devices - lap-
tops, phones, tablets, earbuds
and more for work and fun.
Give the gift of portable power
this holiday season - only $199.
Go to portablepower.info/145.
0

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

I| & Save
l%@ P

GARAGE SALE WITH neigh-
bors, 4688 E 100 N, Friday,
June 21, Saturday, June 22, 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Many items, lit-
tle girl table and chairs, dolls,
household items, women's
clothing, Christmas tree. Too
many items to mention.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN
SCHOOL gym, 7545 N 650 E,
Ossian, IN, garage sale fund-
raiser June 20, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,
June 21, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., $5 bag
sale, June 22, $2 bag sale, 8
a.m.-noon. Rain or shine. No
reasonable offers refused!
Proceeds benefit students and
teachers at the school.

Receive a free garage
sale kit when placing
a three day line
classified ad.

Public Notice

NOTICE

In accordance with Indiana
Code 5-15-6-3 requiring prior
notification to individuals when
records will be destroyed:

Notice to any individuals born
in the year 2002, who received
special education services in
Adams and/or Wells Counties.
Please contact Adams Wells Spe-
cial Services no later than August
9, 2024 if you wish to receive
copies of your special education
records. All records requested for
pick-up and not picked up and non-
requested records for persons born
in the year 2002 will be permanent-
ly destroyed after August 16, 2024.
If you wish to request records, you
must call (260)824-5880 to do so.
Records must be picked up by
the person who received services
unless otherwise legally desig-
nated.

nb 6/18 through 8/7
hspaxip
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ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

10,000 BTU AIR conditioner,
$75; 5,000 BTU air condition-
er, $50; girl's bike, $35.

260-307-8587

FOR SALE MINI
DACHSHUNDS Looking for
loving homes for mini male
dachshunds puppies they are
very playful and loving they
have good personalities each
their own.| will be giving them
their first shots and deworming
and vet check on Monday .Re-

Lottery Numbers

Thursday’
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 05-16-33-40-45
Cashd4Life — 13-15-30-54-57, Cash Ball: 02

Quick Draw Midday —

48-50-53-54-57-58-62-65-67-

s Drawings

05-24-27-29-32-36-42-43-47-
69-74,BE: 32

Daily Three-Midday — 02-01-06, SB:03
Daily Three-Evening — 01-06-08, SB: 09
Daily Four-Midday — 06-07-03-07, SB: 03

Daily Four-Evening — 0

6-02-05-09, SB: 09

Quick Draw Evening — 02-03-07-11-12-18-19-21-30-

33-41-43-46-50-56-57-58-66-

67-71, BE: 56

Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $15

million
MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $80 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $72 million

HOT DEAL!

20 Words, 10 Days
just s25
ADD APHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold!
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited
to “For Sale” and “Automotive”
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words 539
Add'l Lines: 88 cents each

Monday editions: Friday by 4

LINE CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES:

p.m.; Tuesday-Friday editions:

day-before by 3:30 p.m.; Saturdays: Friday by 11:30 a.m.

ADD A PHOTO!

Your“Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to

20 words) with a Photo: $44

June

5&59

GOODS & SER

DIRECTO

RVIC

2/
ES

LANCASTER

Senior Apartments
1800 S. Wayne St. | Bluffton

« 1& 2 Bedrooms
= Maintenance Free
« All Ground-level

HIDEAWRY

BEER=BOURBON

THURSDAY -
Dollar Off Drinks
(Excludes Pop)

WEDNESDAY - KARAOKE

leasing them on July 5th.
Asking $500.00 260-273-7436
ipchicka77@yahoo.com

Hot Deals

1982-94 VINTAGE G.l. JOE
figures and vehicles, Ninja
Turtle/Ghostbuster figures, ve-
hicles and playsets. 824-9069

plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

Read & recycle

Public

JUNE 22 - 10 a.m. - Charles Uptgraft, deceased, and Dee Upt-
graft. 3295 E 450 S, Bluffton, Indiana. 1931 Model A car with soft
top, rumble seat, 1962 Galaxy, nonrunning, 1986 Chevy flatbed
truck, non-running, Chrysler 3.6 outboard motor, mowers, tools,
Craftsman tool box, Arco 250 amp single phase welder, lawn and
garden, household, furniture, ice cream freezer, Noritake Gold
Stein china, service for 12, old items, many other items. Vehicles
will be sold at 12:30 p.m. both live and on Hi Bid. Loy Auction.
BIDDING ENDS JUNE 22 - (Online Only Personal Property)
- Estate of Glen Bowen, seller. Clean 2005 Buick Lesabre
Custom w/77,000 miles, 2004 Toyota Sienna LE mini van, 1987
Riviera Cruiser 24’ pontoon, 2004 Yamaha XLT jet ski, floating
WaveRunner dock, lake equipment, modern furniture, household,
electronics, lawn and garden, patio furniture, tools, more. Auction
preview & online bidding assistance June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jimmerson Lake, Angola, IN. Sale manager
Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684, The Steffen Group Inc., 260-
426-0633, steffengrp.com.

BIDDING ENDS JUNE 23 - (Online Only) - Estate of Mari-
lyn McQueary, seller. 2023 GMC Terrain Denali, AWD Edition
w/2,130 miles (like new), 1990 Cadillac Allante, modern furniture,
antiques, collectibles, tools, home furnishings, stained glass dec-
orations, leaded glass lamps, home decor, kitchen items, jewelry,
clothing, designer purses, Christmas & Halloween decorations,
swords, coins & silver, Glock 45 9MM, more. Sale manager Rod
Fetters, 260-557-8451, The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-426-0633.

JUNE 23 - (Online Only Auction) - Bowen Family, sellers. Well
cared for 2 bedroom lake cottage of Jimmerson Lake with 36’ of
frontage, three season room,1 car garage, deck with outstanding
views of Jimmerson Lake/Part of the Lake James Chain. Open
House: June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jimmerson
Lake, Angola, IN. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.com,
260-824-3006.

JUNE 23 - 4 p.m. - Multiple consignors, owners. Online only
consignment auction! 1,000+ lots! Huge amount of hand tools,
large assortment of household items, camping supplies, gun
safe, dollhouses, lodge cookware, hunting items, photography
accessories, guitar, kitchen items, exercise equipment, restau-
rant equipment and much more! Pick up June 24, 1-6 p.m. and
June 25, 9 a.m.-noon, 812 Elm Street, Decatur, IN. Krueckeberg
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.com.

JULY 11 - 10 a.m. - Online only - Secured creditors & various
consignors, owners. 100+ skid loader attachments, tool boxes,
workbenches, iron gates, chains & binders, 1 trip 40’ high side
shipping container w/side doors, dome shelter container, various
truck take off parts, dump trucks, 2012-2014 Freightliner M2106
box trucks, day cabs, sleepers, utility trucks, bucket trucks, util-
ity & semi trailers, SUV’s, pickup trucks, 100+ skid steer attach-
ments & much more! Accepting consignments, 815 Adams St.,
Decatur. Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402,
kjauction.com.

JULY 14-JULY 21 - (Online Only Auction) - Dave and Brenda
Double, seller. 40 Year collection of trains, 2 realistic model train
railway layouts, professionally milled lumber, downsizing custom
craft store, shop tools, porcelain & other dolls, antiques, furniture,
McCoy cookie jars, Hull pottery, Sure-Trac utility tractor, Com-
mercial Cyclone Rake. Preview: July 11 and 18 from 3 p.m. to 6
p.m., 540 W US 224, Uniondale. Pat Carter, sale manager, 260-
273-8294, Steffen Group, www. steffengrp.com, 824-3006.

JULY 16 - 2-6 p.m. ET - (Online) - Farm: William C. Lee Trust.
Property Location: 6 miles south of Angola, IN, along E 700 S
in Pleasant Lake, IN. 156+/- total acres, tillable farmland, timber,
recreational, pole barn, chicken barn, Steuben Twp., Steuben Co.
Tract 1: 101+/- acres. Tract 2: 50+/- acres. Tract 3: 5+/- acres.
Open House by appointment: Rick Johnloz, 260-827-8181, Neal
Wolheter, 260-336-2219, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-9177. Halder-
man Real Estate & Farm Management, halderman.com, 800-
424-2324.

FRI. & SAT. - Live Music

Follow us on K3 for our Events.

128 S Jounson ST. ©824-0455

« Private Entrances
- Water Included

— We Carry Prevagen and (BD Oil!
260 %
824-5280 R Warren Tﬁarmacy@
(260)375-2135 <>
daabiod reaudtess| [Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
& L of age. 222 N. Wayne St Warren ¢ 1-800-895-7035
= O Terry Daniels, Pharmacist » Melinda Daniels, RN

As a resident of the Wells County
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal
practice to assisting clients in preserving
the family assets from the high cost of
Nursing Home and In-

’ O
Home Healthcare. At i NAELA

As your guide through e
the “Medicaid Planning”
process, Swearingen
Elder Law will provide
the right path to both
protect your life savings
and receive the quality of
care we all deserve.

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Atte y
Ossian, IN 46777 Pl

Gerret J. Swearingen

SWEARINGEN
ELDER LAW
+ Medicaid Planning « In-Home Healthcare
Planning
« Wills, Living Wills, &
Advance Healthcare
Directives

« Durable Power of Attorney
« Estate Planning & Deeds

« Special Needs Trusts

« Long Term Care Planning

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Spec1a11z1ng in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey
Call for Spring Scheduling To

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

- Pole Barns
« Grarages
« Vinly Siding

» Metal Roofing
« Poly Decks
» Storm Damage

day!

A-1 U-Stor | Sure-Flo®mes:

D Safe & Secure 5” & 6" Continuous Gutters
— Self Storage Leaf Protection Systems
4 Large Color Selection - FREE Estimates
— 824' I 846 '{:{-t:}:{:ﬂ:{-l.—}ol

*Safety Lighting *Clean Units

www.seamlessgutter.net

Zap Electric, Inc.
260-824-2927

Commercial-Industrial-Residential
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Charles Miller-Electrican =~ gREE
1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton Estimates

*24 Hr. Access

*Video Cameras
www.a1-ustor.com
After hours & Saturdays
Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

In Monroe at corner of
U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

All make

JC

GARAGE DOOR
SALES & SERVICE

Owner: James Fisher « Sales: Carl Fisher
“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Callus at 824-3262

s & models + broken springs & cables

soclates

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

Wi f

%’I‘I(/{q(((‘/{ ASSISTING IN:

FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
+ Life Planning

» Safe Money Ideas

+ Dental - Vision - Hearing

o'l ‘}g&.« ofFicE 260-824-1618 s Corner of Main & Market » Bluffton, IN

Genesis

Pest Services

Locally Owned by
Geoffrey Horner

260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

AMISH CREW
will do roofing, siding,
remodeling, pole barns.
Specializing in redoing
old barns. Free estimates.
Call 260-438-2508

LAWN CARE

MOWING
YARD CLEANUP

.Home Remodel and Repair

~9 "\Q Locally

/ =4 Owned

l‘/Repa|r Bowed Basement Walls
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced

Concrete < Doors

Windows « Painting

Tile - Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269
Jim Baker

LANDSCAPING

STONE / GRAVEL
WEED CONTROL
SCHEDULE TODAY!

<]

FREE ESTIMATES
260-223-5884

STORAGE UNITS
2740E. 200 N. « Bluffton, IN + 260.273.8345

with Security Cameras

For as little as

>187

. you can keep your name in the publ

YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEWS-BANNER EA(M/V, M!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

PER ISSUE Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224
or 622-4108

July deadline is
Tues., June 25!

ic eye!
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The fate of latest cease-fire proposal hinges on Netanyahu, Hamas' leader

By TIA GOLDENBERG

Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — The
fate of the proposed cease-fire deal
for Gaza hinges in many ways on
two men: Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Hamas’
leader in Gaza, Yahya Sinwar.

Each leader faces significant
political and personal pressures
that may be influencing their deci-
sion-making. And neither seems to
be in a rush to make concessions to
end the devastating eight-month-
long war and free hostages taken
by Hamas in its Oct. 7 attack.

Hamas has accepted the broad
outline of the plan but requested
“amendments.” Netanyahu has
publicly disputed aspects of it,
even though the U.S. has framed it

as an Israeli plan.

Among the major sticking
points is how to move from an ini-
tial temporary truce in the deal’s
first phase to a permanent cease-
fire that includes an end to the
fighting and full withdrawal of

Israeli troops from Gaza.

Here is a look at what may be

driving the two leaders:

Netanyahu is ‘buying time’

Throughout the war, the long-
serving Israeli leader has been
criticized for letting political con-
siderations get in the way of his

decision-making.

His government is buoyed by
two ultranationalist parties that
oppose cease-fire deals. Instead,
they prefer continuous military
pressure to try to defeat Hamas
and free the hostages. They also
talk about “encouraging” Pales-
tinians to leave and reestablishing
Israeli settlements, which were
dismantled when Israel withdrew
from Gaza in 2005 after a 38-year

occupation.

Netanyahu himself has taken a
tough line on the cease-fire, say-
ing he will not end the war until
Hamas’ military and governing

capabilities are destroyed.

But with his hard-line partners
pledging to topple the government
if a cease-fire is struck, Netanyahu
has been pushed even farther into
the corner. His reliance on them to
remain in power recently intensi-
fied after a centrist member of his
war Cabinet, former military chief
Benny Gantz, quit over frustra-
tions with Netanyahu’s handling

of the conflict.

the hostage families.

in mind.

mantly denies.

Netanyahu has had to balance
internal pressures against demands
from the Biden administration,
which is promoting the latest
cease-fire proposal, and from fam-
ilies of hostages who believe only
a deal can set their loved ones free.
Tens of thousands of Israelis have
joined mass protests in support of

Netanyahu appears to be sid-
ing with his far-right governing
partners for the moment, knowing
they hold the key to his immediate
political survival, although he says
he has the country’s best interests

Their departure from the gov-
ernment could lead to new elec-
tions, which would open him up to
a vote that could end his rule and
likely the start of investigations
into the failures of Oct. 7.

Netanyahu is also on trial for
corruption, proceedings that have
continued throughout the war yet
have faded from the public con-
sciousness. A cease-fire deal could
refocus attention on the charges,
which have dogged the Israeli
leader for years and which he ada-

Netanyahu’s political fortunes
appear to have improved over the
course of the war. His public sup-
port plummeted in the aftermath of
Hamas’ surprise attack on southern
Israel. But over time it has gradu-
ally ticked up. While he would still
face a tough path toward reelec-
tion, he isn’t a write-off.

reality.”

to a deal.

the matter.

“He runs the war as he wants,
which means very slowly. He’s
buying time,” said Gideon Rahat,
a senior fellow at the Israel
Democracy Institute, a Jerusalem
think thank, and chairman of the
political science department at
Jerusalem’s Hebrew University.

Rahat said Netanyahu is also
keen to push on with the war in the
hopes that former U.S. President
Donald Trump returns to office,
possibly giving Israel more leeway
in its fight against Hamas.

“I don’t see any cease-fire that
really comes close to being some-
thing he adopts,” Rahat said. “But
he’s not the only one that controls

Sinwar’s mission is to survive
Hamas’ leader in Gaza also
appears to be in no rush to sign on

The militant group’s exiled
leadership is somewhat varied in
its opinion on how to approach a
cease-fire agreement. But Sinwar
— the mastermind of the Oct. 7
attacks — has particular weight on

As a Hamas stalwart who spent
decades in Israeli prisons, he has
incentives to keep the war going.

On a personal level, his life
may be on the line. Israel vowed
to kill him in response to the Octo-
ber assault, and Sinwar is believed
to be hiding deep within Gaza’s
underground tunnels surrounded
by Israeli hostages.

If a cease-fire takes hold, Sin-
war will be taking a great risk
stepping out in public.

Israel’s pledge to guard an
aid route into Gaza falls flat

JERUSALEM (AP) — The Israeli military said Sunday that
it was establishing a new safe corridor to deliver aid into south-
ern Gaza. But days later, this self-declared “tactical pause” has
brought little relief to desperate Palestinians.

The United Nations and international aid organizations say a
breakdown in law and order has made the aid route unusable.

With thousands of truckloads of aid piled up, groups of armed
men are regularly blocking convoys, holding drivers at gunpoint
and rifling through their cargo, according to a U.N. official who
spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized
to brief the media on the issue.

The lawlessness is a major obstacle to aid distribution to
southern and central Gaza — where an estimated 1.3 million Pal-
estinians displaced from Rafah, or more than half of Gaza’s entire
population, are now sheltering in tent camps and cramped apart-
ments without adequate food, water, or medical supplies.

Here is a closer look at the security challenges facing the U.N.
and aid organizations.

Israel’s ‘tactical pause’ stymiedlIsrael said Sunday it would
observe daily pauses in combat along a route stretching from
Kerem Shalom — the strip’s only operational aid crossing in the
south — to the nearby city of Khan Younis. Before the pause,
aid organizations had reported that the need to coordinate trucks’
movement with the Israelis in an active combat zone was slowing
aid distribution.

The head of the U.N.’s World Food Program said Thursday
that the pause has made “no difference at all” in aid distribution
efforts. “We haven’t been able to get in,” said Cindy McCain in
an interview with Al-Monitor. “We’ve had to reroute some of our
trucks. They’ve been looted. As you know, we’ve been shot at
and we’ve been rocketed.”

The U.N. official familiar with the aid effort said that there has
been no sign of Israeli activity along the route. The U.N. tried to
send a convoy of 60 trucks down the road Tuesday to pick up aid
at Kerem Shalom. But 35 of the trucks were intercepted by armed
men, the official said.

“I think he understands that

think tank.

he’s kind of a dead man walking.
But it’s a matter of how long can
he hold out?” said Khaled el-Gin-
dy, a senior fellow at the Wash-
ington-based Middle East Institute

But Sinwar is motivated by
more than just his own personal
fate. Steeped in Hamas’ radical

cause.

ideology, Sinwar seeks Israel’s
destruction and has made political
gains by watching the war harm
Israel’s international standing and
boost support for the Palestinian

Israel has faced surging inter-
national criticism — from its
Western allies, from the interna-

tional justice system, from protest-
ers around the world — over its
conduct during the war. That has
deepened Israel’s global isolation,
brought accusations that it is com-

mitting genocide against Palestin-

ians and driven the prosecutor at
the International Criminal Court to
seek the arrests of Israeli leaders.

Biden administration old-growth forest proposal doesn’'t ban logging

But still angers industry

By MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP)
— The Biden administra-
tion is advancing its plan
to restrict logging within
old-growth forests that are
increasingly threatened by
climate change, with excep-
tions that include cutting
trees to make forests less
susceptible to wildfires,
according to a U.S. govern-
ment analysis obtained by
The Associated Press.

The analysis, which is
expected to be published
Friday, shows that officials
intend to reject a blanket
prohibition on old-growth
logging that’s long been
sought by some environ-
mentalists. Officials con-
cluded that such a sweeping
ban would make it harder to
thin forests to better protect
communities against wild-
fires that have grown more
severe as the planet has
warmed.

“To ensure the longevity
of old-growth forests, we’re
going to have to take proac-
tive management to protect
against wildfire and insects
and disease,” Forest Service
Deputy Chief Chris French
told the AP. Without some
thinning allowed on these
forests, he said there is a risk
of losing more trees.

The exceptions under
which logging would be

allowed are unlikely to pla-
cate the timber industry and
Republicans in Congress,
who have pushed back
against any new restrictions.
French asserted that the
impacts on timber compa-
nies would be minimal.

“There’s so little timber
sales that occur right now in
old-growth ... that the over-
all effects are very small,”
French said.

The U.S. timber indus-
try employs about 860,000
people, which is about 30%
fewer than in 2001, accord-
ing to government data.
Much of their work shifted
in recent years to timber from
private and state lands, after
harvests from national forests
dropped sharply beginning in
the 1990s due to new poli-
cies, changing lumber mar-
kets and other factors.

The proposed changes on
old-growth mark a shift for
an agency that has historical-
ly promoted logging. They’re
expected to be finalized
before Democratic President
Joe Biden’s term ends in Jan-
uary, and they come after he
issued a 2022 executive order
that directed the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture to iden-
tify old-growth forests across
the nation and devise ways to
conserve them.

That order touched off a
flurry of disagreement over
what fits under the definition

of old-growth and how those
trees should be managed.

Old-growth forests, such
as the storied giant sequoia
stands of Northern Califor-
nia, have layer upon layer
of undisturbed trees and
vegetation. There’s wide
consensus on the impor-
tance of preserving them
— both symbolically as
marvels of nature, and more
practically because their
trunks and branches store
large amounts of carbon
that can be released when
forests burn, adding to cli-
mate change.

Underlining the urgency
of the issue are wildfires that
killed thousands of giant
sequoias in recent years.

Most old-growth forests
across the U.S. were lost to
logging as the nation devel-
oped over the past few cen-
turies. Yet pockets of ancient
trees remain, scattered across
the U.S. including in Cali-
fornia, the Pacific North-
west and areas of the Rocky
Mountains. Larger expanses
of old growth survive in
Alaska, such as within the
Tongass National Forest.

Old-growth timber har-
vests in the Tongass were
limited in 2021 to small
commercial sales. Those
would no longer occur
under the administration’s
proposal.

The new analysis follows
a separate report on threats
to old-growth forests that

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. fails to qualify
for CNN’s debate. It'll be a showdown
between Biden and Trump

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) —
presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
has failed to qualify for next week’s debate
in Atlanta, according to host network CNN,
falling shy of benchmarks both for state bal-
lot qualification and necessary polling.

The missed markers mean that the June
27 showdown will be solely between Dem-
ocratic President Joe Biden and presumptive
Republican nominee Donald Trump. That
denies Kennedy a singular opportunity to
stand alongside the leading candidates in an
attempt to lend legitimacy to his longshot
bid and convince potential supporters that

he has a shot at winning.

In a statement Thursday, Kennedy called
his exclusion from the debate “undemocrat-
ic, un-American, and cowardly.”

Both the Biden and Trump campaigns
fear that Kennedy could play spoiler in
what’s anticipated to be a close general elec-

tion.

According to the criteria set out by CNN,
candidates would be invited to participate in
the debate if they had secured a place on the
ballot in states totaling at least 270 votes in
the Electoral College, the minimum needed

to win the presidency.

Biden and Trump have easily cleared

Independent

the polling threshold but won’t be certified
for the ballot until their parties formally
nominate them later this summer. Both have
secured enough delegates to lock in their
nominations.

Kennedy’s campaign says he has satis-
fied the requirements to appear on the ballot
in 22 states, with a combined 310 electoral
votes, though not all have affirmed his name
will be listed. California, the largest prize on
the electoral map with 54 votes, will not cer-
tify any candidates until Aug. 29.

Candidates were also required to reach
a polling threshold of 15% in four reliable

national polls by June 20, another metric

CNN said Kennedy failed to meet. Accord-
ing to the network, Kennedy has received at
least 15% in three qualifying polls so far and
is currently on the ballot in six states, mak-
ing him currently eligible for 89 Electoral
College votes.

Last month, Kennedy filed an election

complaint alleging CNN is colluding with
Biden and Trump to exclude him from the
June 27 debate, alleging that the participa-
tion requirements were designed to ensure
only Biden and Trump would qualify and

claiming that he is being held to a higher

standard.

was finalized last week. It
concluded that wildfires,
insects and disease have
been the main killers of old-
growth trees since 2000,
accounting for almost 1,400
square miles of losses.

By contrast, logging
on federal lands cut down
about 14 square miles of
old-growth forests. That fig-
ure has been seized on by
timber industry representa-
tives who argue that further
restrictions aren’t needed.

“A binding restriction on
timber harvest is not where
their priority ought to be,”
said Bill Imbergamo, of the
Federal Forest Resource
Coalition, an industry group.

He added that exceptions
by federal officials to allow
some logging could be chal-
lenged in court, which could
tie up even small logging
projects that are focused on
reducing wildfire risks.

Environmentalists have
urged the administration to
go even further as they seek
to stop logging projects on
federal lands in Oregon,
South Dakota, Montana,
Idaho and other states.

Jamie Williams, presi-
dent of The Wilderness
Society, said the proposal
was “a step in the right
direction.”

“But it must go further to
protect and restore resilient
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old-growth forests in a way
that meets the challenges of
the changing climate,” he
added.

Government inventories
have identified about 50,000
square miles of old-growth
forests in federal lands
across the U.S. and 125,000
square miles of mature for-
ests that haven’t yet reached
old-growth status. That
includes land overseen by
the Forest Service and the
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, which in April adopt-
ed a rule intended to put
conservation on equal foot-
ing with extractive indus-
tries such as logging and
energy development.
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