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Bluffton shop 
puts new spin 
on ‘Old Ways’

By HOLLY GASKILL
In the heart of downtown, a 

new shop aims to bring com-
fort and community to the city of 
Bluffton. 

Old Way Books & Curio 
opened its doors earlier this month 
in a newly renovated storefront at 
110 S Johnson St. The store offers 
a variety of new and used books, 
antiques and plants.

Owner Jennifer Kirnec says 
she’s always been drawn to histo-
ry and things from the past, often 
spending time with her nose in 
a book or collecting antiques. In 
an increasingly digital age, even 
the practice of reading a physical 
book ties in with this love of “Old 
Ways,” Kirnec says.

Kirnec and her family moved 
to Bluffton from the Indianapo-
lis area in 2020. When she found 
the Johnson Street storefront ear-
lier this year, she had actually 
been looking for a location for her 
husband, Topher, to move his Fort 
Wayne salon scissor business into 
a new salon and barber shop closer 
to home.

They ended up 
finding neighbor-
ing storefronts, and a 
personal passion for 
Jennifer Kirnec blos-
somed into a new 
business endeavor. 

Kirnec led with 
antiques first, hoping 
to expand upon sales 
she had made online. 
It was only natural that 
over time, the business 
started to take on more 
of Kirnec’s passions. 
“It’s just all stuff that I 
love, so why not share 
it with other people?” 
Kirnec says.

She specifically 
wanted to fill what she felt was a 
need in the community, saying, 
“We have a clothing store, we 
have an ice cream parlor, (this is) 
just kind of a classic small town 
thing to have a bookstore. I think 
a lot of people felt the same way, 
that we needed something like this 
in downtown.”

Even more so, Kirnec hopes 

to foster a community among 
local readers. In recent years, 
social media apps like TikTok 
have created a growing popular-
ity for reading, particularly for 
specific series and genres. Kir-
nec has already surveyed some 
customers through Facebook 
to tailor her stock to their inter-
ests — right now it’s a lot of 
romance, fantasy and Christian 

living. Kirnec is partial to his-
torical fiction, particularly about 
World War II.

“Reading is the easiest way 
to put yourself in someone else’s 
shoes,” she says.

Further adding to a sense 
of community, customers can 
exchange old favorites from their 
personal library for new trea-

Jennifer Kirnec is the owner of a new shop selling new and used books, antiques and 
plants in downtown Bluffton. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

School 
board 
candidates 
roll in, but 
vacancies 
remain

By HOLLY GASKILL
Less than a week remains for 

residents to file their candidacy 
for Wells County school boards — 
as of Friday afternoon, two seats 
have no candidates filed, and there 
are no contested races.

Two candidates have filed for 
three vacancies for Bluffton-Harri-
son Metropolitan Schools. Preston 
Kaehr has filed for the At-Large 
seat currently occupied by Angie 
Sheets, and Chris Koiner has filed 
for the District 3 seat held by Trent 
White. No candidates have filed 
for the District 1 seat; current 
board member Mike Murray stated 
during the board’s May 13 meet-
ing that he would not run again for 
the position.

(Continued on Page 2)

All-Star games
Friday night was the 

third-annual Allen Bricker 
All-Star Memorial Game, 
honoring the memory of 

Allen Bricker, who served 
as director of the Wells 

County Girls Softball pro-
gram. Bricker’s son, Finn 

Allen Bricker, threw the 
ceremonial first pitch of 

the game, shown above 
with mom, Jessica Brick-
er. At right, Emily Priester 

is at bat while Callie 
Craig catches. (Photos 

by Holly Gaskill)

By SYDNEY KENT
The woman involved in a crash 

that nearly claimed the life of a 
Wells County teen and injured 
another in 2023 has pled guilty to 
two felony charges. 

Christen Gerber, 42, Bluffton, 
pled guilty to one count of causing 

catastrophic injury for operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated, a 
Level 4 felony, and one count of 
causing serious bodily injury when 
operating a vehicle while intoxi-
cated, a Level 5 felony. 

According to a probable cause 
affidavit, the charges were filed 

in March 2023 after Gerber drove 
her Chevy Traverse through a stop 
sign at Adams County Road 700W 
and S.R. 124. She collided with 
a vehicle occupied by two Wells 
County teens, Kaylee Heckber and 
Keaton Osmun. Osmun suffered 
minor physical injuries from the 

crash. 
Heckber, however, was ejected 

from the vehicle. She initially had 
a faint pulse before first respond-
ers could not detect any pulse at 
all. Doctors reportedly did not 
expect her to live through the 
week following the crash. Heck-

ber was hospitalized for over a 
month and was miraculously able 
to return home.

Officers noted open alcohol 
containers in Gerber’s vehicle. She 
also admitted to drinking vodka in 
her car prior to the accident. 

Woman pleads guilty for crash injuring two teens

(Continued on Page 2)(Continued on Page 2)

Researchers: Money alone 
isn’t enough to overcome 
public health workforce woes

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

After years of underfunding and under-
staffing, public health agencies in Indiana 
and across the country now have billions of 
dollars dedicated to addressing workforce 
shortages — but experts warn the funds 
aren’t enough to overcome long-standing, 
systemic barriers. 

 Dr. Valerie Yeager, an Indiana University 
professor of health policy and management. 
(Photo from Indiana University)

“The message is not that public health 
has enough money, it’s that the money is 
cyclical and inconsistent. So it makes it very 
hard to use (the funds) to strengthen the 
workforce at times,” said Valerie Yeager, an 
Indiana University professor with a doctor-
ate in public health. 

Yeager and co-author Heather Krasna, 
an associate dean of career services at 
the Columbia Mailman School of Public 
Health, recently published a commentary 
on public health workforce problems with 
Health Affairs.

The summarized research delves into 
hiring woes outside of low salaries, such 
as the lengthy bureaucratic process that can 
take up to 204 days to complete for federal 
public health jobs, cutting into positions that 
often have time-limited funding.

“If you’re given two years of funding and 
200 of those days are (used for) recruitment, 
it’s hard to get approval to hire into a posi-
tion that only has one year of funding,” Yea-
ger said. 

The analysis comes as Indiana begins to 

study how counties spent the first year of 
grant dollars from the Health First Indiana 
fund — a new initiative that Yeager isn’t 
involved with but is following closely. The 
second year of funds, for the first time, will 
include all 92 counties after six holdout 
counties opted to join the 2025 cohort. 

Dollars coming to public 
health departments

The 2021 American Rescue Plan dedi-
cated $7.66 billion to create 100,000 new 
public health jobs, shoring up beleaguered 
workforces across the nation’s 2,800 state 
and local health departments. 

According to an analysis from Columbia 
University researchers, the Indiana Depart-
ment of Health has dedicated over half of 
its allotment, or $20.5 million, to grants 
for local public health departments to hire 
school liaisons to help with immunizations 
along with vision and hearing screenings. 

That wave of monies preceded the $225 
million dedicated by the General Assem-
bly in 2023 to public health departments in 
exchange for meeting a minimum of “core” 
services, such as maternal and child health, 
efforts or tobacco and vaping cessation. 

Eighty-six counties split $75 million 
in the first year while all 92 counties will 
receive a portion of the $150 million dedi-
cated for 2025. 

Prior to the program, Indiana’s public 
health funding lagged behind nearly every 
other state and varied widely from county 
to county, partly due to Indiana’s reliance on 
local property taxes to fund the agencies. 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)



With the new funding, 
departments interviewed by 
the Indiana Capital Chronicle 
indicated that they used their 
dollars to hire new nurses or 
department positions — but 
Yeager said counties have 
other barriers to overcome. 

Notably, local public 
health departments can’t just 
hire someone at whatever 
salary they deem appro-
priate — usually the local 
board of health and county 
council have a say and give 
final approval. 

“It complicates things 
because they may say, ‘We 
don’t think you need this 
position.’ They may not 
approve the position or they 
may require that the posi-
tion be a contractor, which 
is going to make it harder to 
hire,” Yeager said.

While Indiana doesn’t 
have the same burdensome 
civil service requirements 
that other states do, any pro-
cessing delay encourages 
applicants to give up and 
seek other employment. 

Becoming a contractor 
or intern might have fewer 
barriers, but also has fewer 
benefits, such as retirement 
contributions. Yeager advo-
cated for easing the transi-
tion of such employees into 
full-time positions.

A n  a c c o m p a n y i n g 
release to Yeager’s paper 
noted that a recent study 
estimated health depart-
ments nationwide would 
need to hire an additional 
80,000 workers to meet the 
needs of foundational public 
health services.

“We need to do a better 
job of being able to retain 
these individuals and make 
it easier for them to shift 
into a permanent position or 
a full-time employee posi-
tion,” she said. “Because 

they learn a lot while they’re 
in their contract role, and 
then if we can’t retain them, 
they leave. And we lose 
their experience and their 
institutional knowledge 
goes with them.”

Interns can be challeng-
ing to transition, however, 
since young graduates aren’t 
usually able to wait months 
to secure employment. 

“If we’re not already put-
ting them in the pipeline 
for the hiring process, there 
could be a gap between 
when they graduate and 
when they get a job offer, and 
that’s where we lose people. 
Because it’s hard for any 
graduate to go any length of 
time without income,” Yea-
ger continued. “For as long 
as I’ve been in this field, that 
gap in how long it takes to 
get hired is where we lose 
people that are interested in 
contributing to the mission of 
public health work.”

Retention can also be 
difficult when employees 
don’t feel like they have 
opportunities for pay raises. 
And small staff sizes often 
mean each employee does 
the work of several people 
at once. 

Vigo County, for exam-
ple, posted a position with 
its health department for 
a school liaison paying 
$37,822. It lists two-dozen 
responsibilities, including 
promoting student health, 
advising parents on vac-
cines and procuring emer-
gency medicines for schools. 
Applicants must be certified 
medical assistants or have an 
equivalent degree and have 
three years of experience. 

But the listing, posted 
earlier this week, explic-
itly notes that the position is 
funded through Health First 
dollars, which the General 
Assembly has only funded 

through 2025. 
“The Vigo County 

Health Department makes 
every effort to ensure pro-
gram sustainability but that 
is not guaranteed,” the post 
concludes. 

Improvements, 
but work remains

Still, Yeager did note 
areas of improvement. 

The historic COVID-19 
pandemic brought attention 
to the oft-maligned profes-
sion, exposing the greater 
public to the importance of 
public health as a career and 
attracting more students to 
relevant degree paths. 

“(But) we aren’t doing a 
good job of bringing those 
newly trained people into 
the profession in a govern-
ment setting — they primar-
ily go to non-governmental 
organizations and other 
organizations that hire faster 
and can pay better,” Yeager 
said.

And there are many 
unknowns, Yeager added, 
including how long a local-
ized, county-initiated hiring 
process takes compared to 
the federal process. 

“They often don’t get a 
lot of applications — maybe 
they’re in a rural setting and 
the person or the type of 
expertise that they’re look-
ing for doesn’t live in that 
area and people don’t want 
to travel,” Yeager added. 
“… But what I’ve heard 
from many locals is that 
they’ll put a posting up and 
they’ll get no applications. 
So even if you got it up fast-
er, that doesn’t help you get 
applicants.”

Yeager said she and some 
colleagues had wondered if 
offering a hybrid or remote 
option might help attract can-
didates, since workforce hab-
its and preferences have shift-
ed following COVID-19.

Research prior to the 
launch of Health First out-
lined current workforce 
opening across 93 health 
departments, who collec-
tively had 180 open posi-
tions. Yeager isn’t involved 
with Health First.

MODEL A CAR – CAR – TRUCK -  MOWER - TOOLS
1931 Model A car with soft top, rumble seat, Parade ready, title;    1962 Galaxy car, VIN 2G6SW135933, non-
running, title ; 1986 Chevy flatbed truck, VIN 1GCGC24M8GF416240, non-running, title ; Woods 5’ – 3 pt. finish 
mower; John Deere LT160 – 16 hp 36” cut riding lawn mower; Craftsman electric start snowblower; buck saws; 
old pitching machine; metal wagon; hay fork; scales; traps; steel wheel; Wheelhorse 3 pt mower; Wheelhorse 
front plow; drill press; 2 wheel utility trailer; hand drill press; small anvil; log chains; platform scales; barrel 
pump; Clark 4 ½” metal band saw; chain boomers; Stihl weed eater;  Chrysler 3.6 outboard motor; aluminum 
and wood ladders; set of torch gauges; C clamps; Stihl circular saw; Stihl gas blower;  3’ water hydrant (NIB); 
Arco 250 amp single phase welder; metal siding; Makita cordless drill; 10 gallon shop vac; shovels; rakes; fish-
ing poles; tackle; Mikata angle grinder; Craftsman tool box; pry bars; saws; hammers; drill bits; Home Utility 
½” drill press; Craftsman wrenches; Dayton 6” bench grinder; Rockwell hand router; Craftsman electric impact; 
Craftsman belt and vibrating sanders; scales; indexes; vise; channel locks; sockets; vise grips; tap & die sets; 
sledge; oil cans; jacks; gas cans; Craftsman electric hedge trimmers; bench grinder; Remington heater; log 
chains; pipe threader; forge; ramps; car parts; pipe cutter; reamers; hitch pins; and many other items not listed.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS – OLD ITEMS
Oak wall telephone (Chicago Supply Co., Elkhart IN);  3 drawer marble top dresser with mirror; 1941 US Navy 
boat clock (USS Dixie); glider rocker; Coca Cola cooler; White treadle sewing machine; Alladin green base lamp; 
oil lamp; vintage stop and yield signs; Coca Cola cardboard bottle carrier; old steering wheel; Noritake Gold 
Stein china, service for 12; Carnival Slag pitcher; Roger Bros. flatware; old newspapers; Naval military pictures; 
large windmall fan; organ stool with glass ball feet; Pyrex “Friendship” mixing bowl set; Longaberger baskets; 
Bulova wall clock;  glass baskets; (2) Roseville crocks; 1 gallon crown crock; Indy 500 mugs; old trophies; 
tricycle; old books; metal mail box; Gulf oil can; wood pulleys; hubs; Moorman’s sign; rotary telephone; metal 
horse head; implement seats; corn shellers; dinner bell; butchering kettle with bail;  pitcher pump; Bluffton HS 
paddles; Oak table with 2 chairs; Smith Bros. 3 cushion sofa; (2) twin beds; 6 drawer dresser with mirror; knee 
hole desk; bar stools; occasional chairs; drum table; drop leaf lamp stand; hanging lamp; kitchen table with 
4 chairs; wicker chair; sewing machine; BB guns; yearbooks; bedding; wood rocker; record albums; TV stand; 
brass pans; safe; Christmas tree; Corning Ware; Corning set of dishes; Amana microwave; Vikiing Husqvorna 
sewing machine and surger; cookware; electric skillet; food processor; cookbooks; flatware with case; canner; 
roasters; patio table; bicycles; ice cream freezer; bird houses; golf clubs; lawn chairs; lawn décor; coolers; 
croquet set; and many other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  This is only a partial listing of the many items that will be sold.   Vehicles will be sold at 
12:30 P.M.  The vehicles will be offered both live and on Hi Bid. 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 3295 E 450 S, Bluffton Indiana on Saturday Morning

JUNE 22, 2024 at 10:00 A.M.

CHARLES UPTGRAFT, DECEASED AND DEE UPTGRAFT
LOY AUCTION AC#31600027

AUCTIONEERS
GARY LOY - AU01031608 • TRAVIS THEURER - AU11200131 • AARON LOY - AU11200112
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School board

Weather
Saturday, June 15, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:31 p.m. Friday)
High: 86; Low: 65; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.54  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Friday

Wells County forecast
Today: Sunny, with a 

high near 83. East wind 
around 5 mph. 

Tonight: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 59. East 
wind around 5 mph. 

Sunday: Sunny and hot, 
with a high near 92. South wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 70. 
South wind around 5 mph. 

Monday: Sunny and hot, with a high near 98.
Monday Night: Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 
74.

Tuesday: A 20% chance 
of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly sunny and hot, 
with a high near 97.

Tuesday Night: Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 71.

Juneteenth: Partly sunny and hot, with a high near 96.
Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 70.
Thursday: Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 96.
Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 71.
Friday: A slight chance of showers and thunderstorms. 

Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 96.

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

Best Heating & Cooling Co.
Best Plumbing Service

#1

•

Get Ready 
for Summer. 

Call and Schedule a 
Check Up Today!

CO52100004

READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’NEWS-BANNER’S

READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’READERS’
CHOICE

Pictured is a window display featuring a variety of books and plants at Old Ways Books & Curio. 
(Photo by Holly Gaskill)

sures. Old Ways carries 
both new and secondhand 
books and will purchase 
books in good condition for 
in-store credit. 

Old Ways had its “soft 
launch” opening earlier this 
month and will re-open for 
regular hours on June 26. 
The shop will be open 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Fridays and 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Saturdays. Old 
Ways Books & Curio can 
also be found on Facebook 
and Instagram, which have 
links to their online inven-
tory and inventory sugges-
tions. 

The Kirnecs plan to hold 
a grand opening celebration 
for both Old Ways Books & 
Curio and the salon on July 
20. 

holly@news-banner.com
Catherine Peterson is the 

sole candidate for Norwell 
Community Schools, filing 
for the Lancaster Township 
seat currently held by Angie 
Topp. No one has filed for 
Gene Donaghy’s Jefferson 
Township seat. 

For Southern Wells 
Community Schools, Todd 
Fiechter has filed to run for 
the Notting Township seat 
that he currently holds, and 
Greggory Vanover filed for 

the Jackson Township seat 
currently occupied by Chad 
Roush. 

The filing deadline is 
noon on Thursday, June 20, 
2024, at the Wells County 
Clerk’s Office. The office 
will be closed on Wednes-
day for Juneteenth.

Voter registration and 
ballot information can be 
found online at wellscounty.
com/elections or indianavot-
ers.in.gov.

holly@news-banner.com

As part of the plea agreement, 
signed May 22, additional counts for 
causing catastrophic injury for operat-
ing a motor vehicle while intoxicated 
and causing serious bodily injury when 
operating a vehicle while intoxicated 
were dismissed. 

Adams County Prosecutor Jeremy 
Brown confirmed that each count that 
Gerber pled guilty to represents Heck-
ber and Osmun in the crash. 

Brown also explained that the case 

has awaited disposition for over a year 
due to the nature of the charge.

“In order to convict someone of 
causing serious catastrophic bodily 
injury,” Brown said. “The victim’s 
injury must be significant for over one 
year. We were of course all hoping and 
praying Kaylee’s condition would con-
tinue to improve. However, if her inju-
ries lasted longer than one year, well, 
that is a more serious charge.”

A lawsuit against Gerber was also 
filed by Osmun’s mother, Brandy Carr, 

seeking “all damages proximately 
caused by (Gerber’s) negligence.” 

On March 17, 2024, 17-year-old 
Osmun tragically lost his life in a vehi-
cle accident along with Lillyian Ellen-
berger, 19, in rural Ossian. It is unclear 
if the lawsuit will continue.

Gerber’s charges carry a maximum 
sentence of 18 years. She is scheduled 
for a sentencing hearing in the matter 
at 10 a.m. on Aug. 12 in the Adams 
County Superior Court. 

sydney@news-banner.com
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Bluffton shop puts new spin

Woman pleads guilty

Public health workforce



INCIDENTS
City:
Thursday, 2:40 p.m., Dol-

lar General South. Report of 
personal documents and cash 
turned into police department.

Thursday, 6:45 p.m., Com-
fort Inn and Suites. Officer 
requested to stand by for ter-
mination of employee.

Thursday, 6:45 p.m., First 
Bank of Berne. Report of 
young woman with backpack 
going up to vehicles at an 
ATM. Uncle to locate.

Thursday, 8:57 p.m., 200 
North Johnson Street. Caller 
reported her identity was sto-
len.

Thursday, 9:18 p.m., 400 
block of Cottonwood Court. 
Report of the smell of mari-
juana. Officer did not smell 
marijuana.

Friday, 12:53 a.m., Phil’s 
One Stop. Semi driver 
advised not to use turn lane as 
parking spot.

County:
Thursday, 2:31 p.m., S.R. 

124 and North 500 West, 
Markle. Report of a shirtless 
man in middle of the road.

Thursday, 3:20 p.m., 5200 
West 700 North, Markle. 
Report of a civil dispute.

Thursday, 5:37 p.m., East 
350 South and S.R. 1, Bluff-

ton. Caller found a lunch-
box with bank cards, ID and 
money. Lunchbox returned to 
owner who advised nothing 
was missing.

Thursday, 10:26 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Trenton Puter-
baugh.

Thursday, 5:34 a.m., S.R. 
218 and South 200 West, 

Bluffton. Driver cited for 
speeding 80 in a 55 mph 
zone.

Friday, 9:43 a.m., 7800 
East 200 North, Craigville. 
Report of a stolen truck plate.

Ossian:
Thursday, 5:08 p.m., U.S. 

224 and North S.R. 1, Ossian. 
Caller reported obstruction in 
the Northbound lane.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” 

deaths. “Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and 
place of death, basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and 
services and the name of the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not 
meet the definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publica-
tion.

Police Notebook

OBITUARIES

From our family
 to you ...
  � e Reimschisel family at 
Family Ford of Blu�  on hope 
that you will take a few mo-
ments at least once each week 
to spend some time with what 
really matters during these 
“interesting times.”    
  � is short essay is from

 — a free publication we 
would love to share with 
you. Stop in anytime. � ere 
is no cost or obligation.

970 N. Main St., Blu�  on
824-2300

Bill Crowder, Our Daily Bread®, Copyright © 2024 by Our Daily Bread Ministries, Grand Rapids, 
MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. www.odb.org/. For further distribution, please 
contact - permissionsdept@odb.org

®

For Info Visit www.preble� � re.com
Contacts: Dan Elzey 260-223-9273 • Park Phone 260-547-4159

NO GLASS CONTAINERS - Not Responsible For Accidents / NO REFUNDS / NO RAIN DATE

Preble Volunteer Fire Fighting Association, Inc.
present the

SATURDAY • JUNE 22, 2024 @ 7 PM

Sponsored by:

PREBLE POWER-O-RAMA

TRUCK & TRACTOR PULL
Preble Fireman’s Park - Preble, Indiana

4 miles west of Decatur, Indiana on U.S. 224

2WD TRUCKS
4WD TRUCKS

MICHINDOH MODIFIEDS
9500 HOT FARM DARKE CO. RULES

(SPONSORED BY NUSSBAUM MECHANICAL 
& BEST ONE AG. OF MONROE)

GATES OPEN AT 5:00 PM
Admission: Adults (13+) - $12

Children (8-12) - $7 • Children (7 & Under) - Free

Secure Self-Stor
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NAPA
Girod’s Garage

Indiana Trailer Sales
Krueckeberg Auction
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First Bank of Berne

Custom Car Care
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Decatur Ace Hardware, Inc.
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Two Brothers Generator
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J. Ruble and Sons
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People...Products...Knowledge...
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No glass containers—Not responsible for accidents—No refunds—No rain date 
For more information visit www.preblefire.com 

260-517-3579
backroadexc@gmail.com
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• Septic System Installation

Indiana Trailer Sales
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GIROD’S

GARAGE

3350 E. 800 N. • Decatur, IN 46733 
260-724-3295 • hotrodgirod7@gmail.com

Brad Girod
Owner/Technician

AUTO MALL OF DECATUR
1313 S. 13th St., Decatur

260-494-3407

Excavating, LLC

J&L
Jim & Lori Grose 11970 N. Minnich Rd.

Decatur, IN

260-724-4044

6632 N. 500 W., Decatur, IN 46733
(260) 447-4311

AUCTIONEERS
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YOUR SMILE. 
OUR PASSION. 

EVERY TIME.

family dentistry

(260) 622-4138
www.stillwatersfamilydentistry.com

10045 North State Road 1 Ossian, IN 46777

Accepting many new insurance plans 
including Humana and United Healthcare. 
Always accepting new patients. Please call 

today to schedule an appointment.

Destination Recreation
The weather has had some crazy tem-

perature swings lately. As a rule of thumb, 
the Wells Community Pool will not open 
during regular business hours when it is 
not 70° by opening time. We will keep 
previously scheduled swim lessons and 
evening pool rental commitments. 

This coming week is packed with great 
events. For more details, follow Bluffton 
Parks on Facebook. 

Free tennis lessons: Monday-Friday 
in the afternoons at Lion’s Park. Call 824-
6069 for class times. 

Free Picnic in the Park offers a free 
lunch every weekday from 10:30-12:30 
p.m. at Roush Park. 

Free Matchbox Car Play Day is 
from 10-11 a.m. on Monday, June 17, at 
Roush Park Pavilion. 

Free Craft Club: June 17, color a 
wood spring wind chime at Roush Park 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Lap Swim: Monday, Wednesday, Fri-
day (12:00 – 12:50 p.m.) – $2.00. 

Free Animal Explorers: Pet various 
animals on June 18, from 9-9:30 a.m. at 
Roush Park. 

Summer Corn Program: On June 18 
at 10 a.m., Wells Co. Farm Bureau will 
teach how corn is planted, cared for, and 
harvested and what products come from 
it. 

5 in 5 5K: Join us at 7 p.m. on Tues-
day nights for “just for fun” 5k walks or 
runs. Cost is only $1. 

Yoga In the Park: Mondays and 
Wednesdays at Washington Park from 
6-7 p.m. 

Free Farm Wagon: Free food every 
Tuesday at 9 a.m. at Life Community 
Church for families in need. 

Free Intro to Pickleball: Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at Washington Park at 10 
a.m.

Tot Time: June 20 is Puzzle Day at 9 
a.m. at Roush Park.

Crafting for a Cause: Wednesday, 
June 19, to make a beaded craft at Roush 
Park from 11-11:45 a.m.

Free Fuse Bead Magnets: Wednes-
day, June 19 at Washington Park from 2-3 
p.m.; pre-register at 824-6069.

Friendship Bracelets: Wednesday, 

June 19 at Washington 
Park from 3-4 p.m.; pre-
register at 824-6069. 

Sunrise Yoga: Thursday, June 20 at 
6:00 a.m. at Pickett’s Run Park. Wake up 
with a 45-minute yoga flow followed by 
light breakfast snacks and juice. The cost 
is $10.

Theater Thursday: for adults is at the 
Wells County Library on June 20 at 10 
a.m.

Free Shaving Cream Fight: June 
20 from 2-2:30 p.m. at the Pickett’s 
Run Splash Pad. Bring your own shav-
ing cream, sunglasses or goggles, and a 
towel. 

Chicks Run: A “Just for the Girls” 5K 
Fun Run on Bluffton’s River Greenway 
is Thursday, June 20 at 7 p.m. at Pick-
ett’s Run Park. https://raceroster.com/
events/2024/86896/chicks-run 

Free Rock Painting: Friday, June 21, 
from 10-10:30 a.m. at Roush Park. 

Free Art in the Park: Every Friday 
at Roush Park from 10:30-11:30 a.m. On 
June 21st, kids will make a STEM Levi-
tating fly craft.

Hot Diggity Dog Jog: Saturday, June 
22 at 9 a.m. at Pickett’s Run Park $20 
registration. For Dog Owners and dog 
lovers, the Hot Diggity Dog Jog is a casu-
al 5k or 1-mile run / walk to raise money 
for the Bluffton Parks’ K9 Kommons 
Dog Park. After the run/walk, stay for a 
fun-filled morning for the entire family, 
including your dog. Enjoy activities like 
a photo booth, dog wash station, agil-
ity course (for dogs and humans), foam 
machine, and more. 

Fastest Kid in Town: Who is the fast-
est kid in Bluffton, Indiana? Let’s find 
out when kids compete in this 100- or 
50-meter sprint. Saturday, June 22 at 
10:30 a.m. at Pickett’s Run Park. Run-
ners will compete in 5 age categories: 
3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10 and 11-12. Medals for 
the fastest three boys and girls in each 
age category will be awarded. Category 
winners will “Race Off” after the com-
petition for the “Ultimate Fastest Kid in 
Town” award. Fastest Kid in Town Cost 
is $5 in advance or $7 on race day. 
Happy Father’s Day to all the dads in 
our community! Have a great week!

&News Notes

Bluffton &Parks Rec

By Brandy 
Fiechter

Rex H. Myers, 73, of Bluffton, passed 
away Thursday, June 13, 2024, at Luther-
an Hospital in Ft. Wayne.

Funeral arrangements are pending with 
Goodwin - Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel In Bluffton.

Rex H. Myers, 73

Zane S. Nash, 30, of Bluffton, passed 
away on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in 
Conneaut, Ohio.

Funeral arrangements are pending with 
Goodwin - Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel In Bluffton.

Zane S. Nash, 30

Grace M. Herman, 92, 
of Keystone, passed away 
Wednesday, June 12, 2024 at 
her home, surrounded by her 
family.

Grace was born on Oct. 28, 
1931, in Adams County to 
Amos and Della (Nussbaum) 
Liechty. She graduated from 
Monroe High School in 1949. 
Grace was a housewife and 
was very active in the fam-
ily farming operation for 53 
years. She loved to garden, cook, bake 
and share her bounty with others. She 
was a member of Petroleum Community 
Church.

On Jan. 28, 1955, Grace and Donald 
Herman were married in Berne. They 
shared 53 years of marriage together 
before his passing in Dec. 20, 2008.

Survivors include her children, Steve 
(Viv) Herman, Brian “Boomer” Herman 
and Ed (Cindy) Herman, all of Keystone, 
Shar (Glen) Morgan of Ossian, Arlene Her-
man of Fort Wayne, and Joy Mygrant of 
Bluffton; a daughter-n-law, Linda Her-
man of Florida, along with 10 grandchil-
dren, 24 great-grandchildren and a sister, 
Leona Neuenschwander of Berne.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents, her husband, Donald, two sons, 
Jay and Ronald, a son-in-law, Michael 

Mygrant, a grandson, J.D. 
Morgan, a grandson-in-law, 
Danny Privett, and a great-
grandson, Peyton Privett. She 
is also preceded in death by 
her brothers Grover, Irvin, 
Ernie and Amos Liechty and 
her sisters Vera Gerber, Irena 
Sprunger, Marcella Scholl, 
Es ther  Neuenschwander , 
along with infants Justine and 
Ernestine Liechty.

Funeral services will be at 
10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 18, 2024, at 
Petroleum Community Church with Pas-
tor Greg Andrews and Pastor Steve Bard 
officiating.

Visitation will take place at 2-7 p.m. on 
Monday, June 17, 2024, at the Thoma/
Rich, Lemler Funeral Home and for one 
hour prior to the service at the church. 

Burial will be at Alberson Cemetery in 
Adams County.

Memorials may be made to Wells 
County 4-H Backpack Program or to 
Southern Wells Lunch Program, and 
directed to the funeral home.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Lemler family 
of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton. Friends can send online condo-
lences to the family at www.thomarich.
com.

Grace Herman, 92

Dawn D. Lewis, 65, passed 
away Friday morning, June 
14, 2024, at her residence in 
Geneva, following an extended 
illness.

Dawn was born in Bluffton, 
on Oct. 18, 1958, to Paul L. and 
Vernie P. (Frank) Osborn, both 
parents preceded her in death. 
She married M. Douglas Lewis 
in Bluffton on June 18, 1977, 
he preceded her in death on 
Nov. 24, 2018, they shared 41 
years of marriage together.

Dawn was a 1977 graduate of Bluff-
ton High School and worked for the 
First Bank of Berne in the call center for 
several years, retiring in 2017. She was a 
member of the Liberty Center Community 
Church, Legion Riders and Ladies Auxil-
lary Legion 211 in Portland.

She is survived by two children, Jason 
Lewis of Ft. Wayne and Jacklyn Lewis of 

Decatur; two grandchildren, Lily 
and Luna Lewis; four brothers, 
Jeff (Cheryl) Osborn of Liberty 
Center, James (Tami) Osborn 
of Bluffton, Dennis Osborn of 
Ft. Wayne and Ralph (Viola) 
Osborn of Uniondale.

Visitation will be Monday, 
June 17, 2024, from 4:00 p.m. 
until 8:00 p.m., at Goodwin – 
Cale & Harnish Memorial Cha-
pel in Bluffton. A funeral service 
will be held Tuesday, June 18, 

2024, at 10:30 a.m., with visitation one 
hour prior to the service at the funeral 
home. Pastor Diane Samuels will officiate. 
Burial will follow at the Fairview Cemetery 
in Bluffton. 

Memorials can be made in Dawn’s 
memory to Bi-County Service’s or the 
Family in care of the funeral home.

Online condolences can be made at 
www.goodwincaleharnish.com.

Dawn D. Lewis, 65

Beverly J. Tuttle, 90, of Bluff-
ton, passed away on Thurs-
day morning, June 13, 2024, 
at Lutheran Hospital in Fort 
Wayne.

She was born on July 18, 
1933, in Covington, Indiana, to 
Noah and Lucy R. (Prittchard) 
Allen. Beverly grew up in Cov-
ington and moved to Bluffton 
in 1965, where she worked 
at Corning Glass Works for 17 
1/5 years before she retired.  
She was a long-time member of the Bluff-
ton Church of God.

On July 24, 1978, in Bluffton, Beverly 
and Vernon L. Tuttle were married. They 
shared 46 years of marriage before he 
preceded her in death on Aug. 19, 1994.

Survivors include a son, Dennis A. 
(Teresa) Crowder of Berne, and a daugh-
ter, Lisa (Bill) Imel of Portland, along with 
10 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchil-
dren.

She is preceded in death by 
her parents, husband, and two 
sons, Darrell W. Crowder and 
Duane E. Crowder, a brother, 
Rendall Allen, and a sister, Leah 
Rae Bowen.

Visitation will be held from 10 
a.m. to noon on Wednesday, 
June 19, 2024, at the Thoma/
Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton. Funeral Services will 
take place at noon on Wednes-
day at the funeral home with 

Pastor John Roe officiating.
Burial will take place at Six Mile Cem-

etery in Bluffton.
Memorials may be made to the Bluff-

ton Church of God.
Funeral arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the Lemler fam-
ily of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home 
in Bluffton. Friends can send online con-
dolences to the family at www.thomarich.
com.

Beverly Tuttle, 90
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Some taxing lessons as 
the plot thickens. Again.

Although the 
property tax issue 
has not been con-
sciously put aside for the year, neither 
have I been actively pursuing it. But it 
keeps popping up.

• A co-worker will share a story 
they came across or a comment they 
heard from a friend. 

• My weekly email from tax 
foundation.org will trigger another 
thought. 

• Readers have sent me their per-
sonal history either as a question or a “look at this.”

• A friend will send me an email with something 
they’d found and …

The plot thickens.
Whenever I use old adages or phrases, I often won-

der where they come from. Turns out there’s a movie 
by that name, and the phrase apparently goes back 350 
years, at least according to Wikipedia. Credit suppos-
edly goes to poet George Villiers, the second Duke of 
Buckingham. While I digress, you’ve learned some use-
less information.

A few updates seem in order:
• According to an Associated Press story earlier this 

month, our local experiences in rising property taxes 
and “tax shifting” are not unique. “Some states try to 
curb property taxes,” the headline reads.

Specific issues with familiar themes are playing out 
in Colorado, Alabama, Wyoming, Georgia. Kansas and 
Vermont. It’s a safe bet there are others. 

Most if not all are looking at possible solutions in 
limiting growth of assessed values and/or limiting 
school and fire protection debt, which seem to be the 
most common causes. While Indiana’s constitution 
specifies the adherence to market values for assessed 
values, that does not appear to be the case in other states 
which would allow them to have carve-outs for such 
groups as senior citizens. Whether that’s a good idea 
or not is an interesting discussion, as are the variety of 
methods and rules used in property taxes in the different 
states that I’ve come across the past couple years.

The lesson here: We’re not alone. If that helps any.
• While I have cited property tax statistics from The 

Tax Foundation on several occasions, their weekly 
emails are more often about other taxes and how the 
states compare. Not relevant but interesting.

This week’s was about beer taxes. Indiana taxes beer 
at 12 cents per gallon, which computes to less than 
a penny per 12-oz. can and ranks us 43rd highest (or 
7th lowest). Our neighbors are all higher: Ohio, 18¢; 
Michigan, 20¢; Illinois 23¢. Wyoming is the lowest at 
only two pennies per gallon while Tennessee tops the 
list at $1.29, well more than a penny per serving.

The lesson here: Enjoying a cold brew on a summer 
day is relatively cheaper in Indiana. Prost.

• Alan Daugherty loves poking through old local 
newspapers. The Bluffton Chronicle, one of a number 
of News-Banner predecessors, is free online some-
where. He sent me a clipping recently from the April 8, 
1886, edition which listed how personal property will 
be valued by the township assessors’ efforts that year.

There was a time when homeowners not only paid a 
real estate property tax but also a personal property tax 
on their possessions (also paid by renters, I believe). 
Each township had an assessor whose job it was to visit 
each household and farm for an annual assessment. 
Surely a social event everyone looked forward to.

The story reported the assessors’ countywide meet-
ing, in the interest of consistency it appears, to deter-
mine assessed values for things such as farm machinery, 
pianos, watches, horses, wood (per cord), lumber, lard 
… The list, amazingly, goes on. And on.

The plot thickens in some details here. Bricks, for 
example, were valued at $3 per thousand, whether or 
not they were thrown at the assessor. Which surely hap-
pened from time to time. Stones were also taxed, mea-
sured by a “perch.” Google that one.

The lesson here: Property taxes could be worse. Or: 
Be careful when you wish for the “good old days.”

• One reader has kept records of his home’s property 
taxes dating back to 1998, when his annual total was 
$1,158. It reached $1,300 in 2002 but Indiana property 
tax reforms took that down to $335 in 2009 and did 
not exceed $700 again until 2020. Only this year did 
it finally surpass that 2002 total, despite a number of 
improvements he’s made through the years.

Not too long after the new assessments were posted 
a month or so ago, another reader suggested I check out 
the new assessments of apartment complexes. Just got 
around to that this past week.

One 32-unit complex on Bluffton’s north side went 
from an assessed value of $252,700 to $1,739,900 
(589%). Another went from $639,500 to $3,438,000 
(438%), but another from approximately $1.4 million to 
$1.65 million, just a 12.82% increase.

County assessor Laura Roberts can explain the rea-
sons and the inconsistencies. No surprise, it’s compli-
cated.

The lesson here is that the plot thickens. But not for 
the first time, methinks.

More importantly, what impact will this have on an 
already tight rental-housing market that, according to 
some at least, does not have enough “affordable” units 
as it is? Landlords will have to pass at least some of 
these increases on. But all that is complicated, too.

This deserves some more looking into although I 
sometimes wonder why I care. Maybe I just like thick 
plots.

miller@news-banner.com

Saturday’s Sub

Mark Miller

In his contemplative moments, if there 
are such, Alvin Bragg, Manhattan’s elected 
district attorney, should ponder a 1940 
speech given by a U.S. attorney general. 
Before Bragg’s next pirouette on the politi-
cal stage — at former president Donald 
Trump’s July 11 sentencing, where he will 
recommend a punishment — he should 
consider Robert Jackson’s thoughts on the 
role of restraint in the prosecutor’s profes-
sion.

Bragg campaigned in 2021 promising 
to continue trying to hold Trump “account-
able,” noting that in the New York attorney 
general’s office he had sued Trump “more than a 
hundred times.” In 2023, seven years after a particu-
lar Trump misbehavior, but just in time to influence 
this year’s election, Bragg indicted Trump for “34” 
felonies. One dead misdemeanor (falsifying busi-
ness records; the statute of limitations has long since 
expired) was resuscitated and carved into 34 slices. 
These were inflated into felonies by claiming they 
were done to facilitate a crime. (Bragg often has a 
progressive’s penchant for reducing felonies to misde-
meanors — e.g., some first-degree robberies are now 
charged as petty larcenies.) Bragg says:

Trump used bookkeeping dishonesty in 2017 (about 
paying hush money, which is not illegal) to influence 
the 2016 presidential election. (A puzzling understand-
ing of causation.) He was a candidate in the 2016 elec-
tion he is accused of somehow illegitimately trying to 
influence. This violated a federal campaign finance 
law. (Enforcement of which Congress assigned to the 
Federal Election Commission, not to local district 
attorneys.)

The 12 jurors might give 12 different answers con-
cerning what Trump is guilty of. But what sentence 
might Bragg advocate next month?

He is an elected prosecutor (a terrible thing; read 
on), with constituents to mollify — constituents 
mostly hostile to his defendant. (Manhattan’s vote 
went about 86 percent for Hillary Clinton in 2016 and 
for Biden in 2020.) He likely has higher political aspi-
rations. He demonstrably seeks the limelight. So, he 
might be tempted to recommend incarceration.

This, even though it is obvious that no one other 
than Trump would have been prosecuted under 
Bragg’s rickety scaffolding of quasi-legal theories. 
And even though no first-time offender not named 
Trump would be imprisoned for committing a felony 
that, even were it plausibly concocted, ranks among 

the least serious (Class E) felonies. Now, note 
Jackson’s 1940 warning, before he became a 
Supreme Court justice and chief U.S. prosecu-
tor at the Nuremberg war crimes trials.

“The prosecutor,” he said, “has more con-
trol over life, liberty, and reputation than any 
other person in America,” and “his discretion 
is tremendous.” He can have people inves-
tigated, perhaps with “veiled or unveiled” 
public intimations. He can order arrests, pres-
ent cases to grand juries in secret sessions and 
secure indictments “on the basis of his one-
sided presentation of the facts.” If his targets 
are convicted in trials, he can recommend 

sentences.
“While the prosecutor at his best,” Jackson said, “is 

one of the most beneficent forces in our society, when 
he acts from malice or other base motives, he is one of 
the worst.” This is why federal district attorneys have 
been presidential appointees, requiring Senate confir-
mation. This process is designed to produce executive 
and legislative branch expressions of confidence in 
prosecutors’ characters — “the spirit of fair play and 
decency.”

Jackson noted that federal prosecutors have “now 
been prohibited from engaging in political activities.” 
A prosecutor should have “a detached and impartial” 
view of those in his community because law enforce-
ment “isn’t blind.” The prosecutor has discretion to 
pick their cases; therein lies their “most dangerous 
power.” The prosecutor should select cases “in which 
the offense is the most flagrant, the public harm the 
greatest, and the proof the most certain.”

The law books, however, contain such a vast assort-
ment of crimes, a prosecutor can pick a man “he 
dislikes or desires to embarrass,” Jackson wrote, and 
ransack the law books for a crime to pin on him. “It is 
here that law enforcement becomes personal, and the 
real crime becomes that of being unpopular with the 
predominant or governing group, being attached to the 
wrong political views, or being personally obnoxious 
to or in the way of the prosecutor himself.”

“Reputation,” Jackson said in 1940, “has been 
called ‘the shadow cast by one’s daily life.’” Bragg has 
chosen a flamboyant life in electoral politics. He prob-
ably is impervious to Jackson’s wisdom, for a reason 
Jackson understood: “The qualities of a good prosecu-
tor are as elusive and as impossible to define as those 
which mark a gentleman. And those who need to be 
told would not understand it anyway.”

georgewill@washpost.com.

George
Will

Electing prosecutors is a terrible idea. 
Trump’s conviction shows why.

As the saying goes, people 
in glass houses shouldn’t 
throw stones. In other words, 
those who have a particular 
flaw should avoid pointing 
out the same shortcoming in 
others.

For me, what I don’t 
appreciate is the ease with 
which President Biden plays 
the race card against his likely 
2024 opponent, former presi-
dent Donald Trump. Biden 
should know better, given his 
own spotty history with racial contro-
versies going back decades.

Several polls show Biden losing 
support among Black voters. A recent 
survey by the New York Times, Siena 
College and the Philadelphia Inquirer 
of six crucial battleground states 
(Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, Ari-
zona, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania) 
found Trump getting more than 20 
percent of the Black vote. That would 
represent the highest level of Black 
support for any Republican presiden-
tial candidate in the past 60 years.

The White House is obviously 
worried, which is why the president 
has hit the road lately to try to win 
back some of that support.

Speaking recently at Girard Col-
lege in Philadelphia, which has a 
predominantly Black student body, 
Biden touted what he considers his 
administration’s deliverables for 
Black Americans. The list includes 
giving record levels of funding to 
historically Black colleges and uni-
versities, wiping away federal student 
loan debt, creating economic gains, 
and lowering to 5.6% the Black 
unemployment rate. Biden also made 
history twice by nominating Ketanji 
Brown Jackson to the Supreme Court, 

where she is the first Black 
female justice, and by pick-
ing Kamala Harris to serve 
as his running mate, making 
her the first Black woman to 
be vice president.

That’s all well and good. 
But whenever Biden talks 
about race, he has a tough 
time keeping the message 
positive. And so he warned 
a predominantly Black 
crowd that a second Trump 
presidency would worsen 

race relations and represent a setback 
for racial justice.

“This is the same guy who wanted 
to tear gas you as you peacefully pro-
tested George Floyd’s murder. The 
same guy who still calls the Central 
Park Five guilty, even though they 
were exonerated,” Biden said. “He’s 
that landlord who denies housing 
applications because of the color of 
your skin.”

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not a 
Trump apologist. Politics should be 
all about accountability. If someone 
wants to call Trump a racist, be my 
guest. At the very least, he is fluent in 
the code language of racism and thus 
able to converse easily with racists.

The problem is Biden is not the 
right person to make that case, given 
his own troubling record of awkward 
and cringe-inducing racial comments. 
Over the years, the liberal media has 
generously dismissed most of these 
verbal missteps as “gaffes.” But there 
is a disturbing pattern here.

To borrow a phrase, this is the 
same guy who as I’ve said before — 
during the 36 years he spent in the 
Senate — built his political career 
protecting White people from Black 
people.

In the 1970s, this meant fighting 
against forced busing of Black kids 
into White schools and being cozy 
with White segregationists. For both 
these things, Biden was essentially 
called a racist by a 2020 Democratic 
primary opponent who later became 
his vice president: Kamala Harris.

In the 1990s, it meant writing — 
with the help of largely White police 
unions — the 1994 crime bill, which 
many criminal justice experts have 
called “racist” because it encouraged 
mass incarceration of non-White 
offenders, especially young Black 
men. In a clumsy choice of words, 
Biden bragged at the time on the Sen-
ate floor that his bill did “everything 
but hang people for jaywalking.”

This is the same guy who conde-
scendingly suggested during the pri-
mary race in 2019 that Black women 
didn’t know “how to raise their chil-
dren” without White social workers 
who tell them to “make sure you have 
the record player on at night.”

This is the same guy who — as a 
lunch bucket Democrat with a knack 
for soothing White working-class vot-
ers — served in 2008 as the running 
mate for Barack Obama, whom he 
praised as “articulate” and “clean.”

This is the same guy who, at a 
rally in Danville, Va., in 2012, told 
a largely Black audience that, while 
freeing Wall Street from regulation, 
Republican presidential nominee Mitt 
Romney’s policies would “put y’all 
back in chains.”

And now Biden is offended by the 
off-color remarks Trump makes?

The candidates should either talk 
honestly and fairly about race, or 
avoid the subject altogether. I vote for 
the latter.

crimscribe@icloud.com.

Ruben
Navarette

The Biden race card and his past.
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A CITY ON A HILL 
CHURCH

705 W.-900 N., 
Uniondale

10 a.m. - Worship.

APOSTOLIC 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH - COUNTRY
1970 S.-800E., Bluffton
9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

APOSTOLIC 
CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH - NORTH
630 E. Dustman Rd.

9:45 & 11:45 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

ASBURY CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
8013 W.-1100S.-90,

Montpelier
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

BETHEL
(Independent Bible)

4500E-300S, Bluffton
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

BETHLEHEM 
LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS
6114E-750N, Ossian
bethlehemossian.org

9 a.m. - Divine Service. 
10:15 - Adult Bible Class, 
Youth Bible Class & Sun-
day School. 11:30 - Voice 
of Bethlehem on 92.7 FM.

BLUFFTON 
CHURCH OF GOD
327 W. Cherry St.

10 a.m. -  Sunday 
School. 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6 p.m.  - Service.

BOEHMER UNITED 
METHODIST

3467 S 600 W, 
Liberty Center

boehmerumc.org
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:45 - Sunday School.

BLUFFTON 
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
(Independent Holiness 

Church)
1309 W. Washington St.

blufftonwesleyan.net
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 & 6:30 p.m. 
- Worship.

CALVARY 
LUTHERAN, ELCA

1532 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

CHESTER CENTER
900S-300W, Poneto

9:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

CHRISTIAN 
NEW LIGHT

1011 W. Washington St.
9:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Praise & worship.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
735 S. Marion St.

10 a.m. - Bible Study. 
10:45 - Worship.

COVENANT CHAPEL
3550 S. SR 1

mycovenantchapel.org
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:15 - Worship. 
(Children’s Church for 
ages 6-12).

DILLMAN UNITED 
BRETHREN

8888S-1100W-90, 
Warren

9 a.m. - Worship. 10 
a.m. - Sunday School.

DOMESTIC CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

9 a.m. - Sunday school. 
10 a.m. - Church service.

EPWORTH UNITED 
METHODIST

1204 W. Cherry St.
9:30 a.m. - Worship. 

10:40 a.m. - Sunday 
School.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH 
OF GOD

5511 W. Yoder Rd., Yoder
fairviewlife.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
210 W. Townley
fbc-bluffton.com

10 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Discipleship.

 
FIRST BAPTIST
202 W. Cherry St.
fbcbluffton.com

10:15 - Worship.

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF OSSIAN

1001 Dehner Dr.
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 a.m. - Wor-
ship. 6:30 - Service.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

909 W. Spring St.
FCCfamily.com

9:30 & 11 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1515 Clark Ave.
blufftonnazarene.org

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
9-10 a.m. - Free ESL 
classes. 10:15 - Worship. 
6 p.m. - Service.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
215 E. Dustman Rd.

firstpcbluffton.org
9:30 a.m. - Children/

youth & Adult Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
(EVANGELICAL)

123 S. Jefferson St., 
Ossian

www.OssianChurch.com
8:45 a.m. - Sunday 

school. 10 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

LIVING FAITH 
MISSIONARY

17718 Bluffton Rd., Yoder
10 a.m. - Worship. 11:30 

- Sunday School.

FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH OF 
BLUFFTON

301 W. Cherry St.
9:15 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship.

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

325 W. Washington St.
blufftonfirstumc.com

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:45 - Sunday School.

FORGIVEN CHURCH
1409 S. Main St.
forgivenonline.org

9 a.m. - Worship.

GRACE BAPTIST
1621 S. 350 E. 
Stogdill Rd. Ext.
gbcbluffton.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Wor-
ship.

GRACE BIBLE
6626 Village Way, Berne

gracebibleberne.com
9 a.m. - Sunday classes. 

10 a.m. - Collective Wor-
ship.

HARVEST TIME BIBLE
11015S-600E, Keystone
9:10 a.m. - Prayer. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

HOPE MISSIONARY
429 E. Dustman Rd.
hope4thefamily.com

8 a.m., 9:30 & 11 a.m. - 
Service at Main Campus. 
9:30 & 11 a.m. - Service, 
north campus, Ossian.

KEYSTONE CHURCH
10556S-200W

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 
10:30 - Sunday School.

KINGDOM HALL 
OF JEHOVAH’S 

WITNESSES
2803 N. Main St.

jw.org
10 a.m. - Worship.

LANCASTER CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST
4510 E 400N, Craigville
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

9:40 - Fellowship. 10 a.m. 
- Worship.

THE MEETING PLACE
115 E. Market St.

6:30 p.m. - Bible study.

LIBERTY CENTER 
BAPTIST

3071 W. Cherry St.
8:30 a.m. - Pastor/Dea-

con’s Prayer. 9 - Sunday 
School. 9:55 - Fellowship. 
10:15 - Worship.

LIBERTY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
8:45 a.m. - Choir prac-

tice. 9 a.m. - Coffee, 
donuts, conversation. 
9:30 - Worship w/infant 
nursery & children’s 
church. 10:45 - Sunday 
School.

LIFE COMMUNITY
428 S. Oak St.

lifecommunity.net
10:30 a.m. - Service 

(Children’s programs 
available).

 
LIVING WATER 

UNITED CHURCH
6486 S 700E, Bluffton

8:45-9 a.m. - Prayer. 9 
a.m. - Sunday School. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

MARKLE CHAPEL 
HILL SEVENTH 

DAY ADVENTIST
470 E. Morse St.

Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 
Worship. 10:45 - Sabbath 
School (Bible study).

MARKLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

455 E. Morse St.
marklechurch.org

9 a.m. - Adult Bible study 
groups. 10:30 - Worship. 
Children’s & student pro-
gramming both hours.

MARKLE 
RIVERSIDE 316
145 W. Morse St.

10 a.m. - Worship.

MURRAY MISSIONARY
1117 N. Washington St., 

Murray
murraymc.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship. 11 
a.m. - Sunday School.

TURNPOINTE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE BRETHREN
500 W. Logan, Markle
turnpointechurch.com

9:30 a.m. - Fellowship. 
10 a.m. - Adult & Chil-
dren’s Worship.

NEW BEGINNING
2187 W. SR 218

10 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10:30 - Worship.

NEW HOPE 
LUTHERAN

(Missouri Synod)
8824 N. SR 1, Ossian

newhopelutheran-ossian.
webs.com

9 a.m. - Sunday School 
& Adult Bible study. 10 
a.m. - Worship.

NOTTINGHAM
1100 S. SR 1

9:30 - Sunday School. 
10:30 & 6 p.m. - Worship.

OSSIAN CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

302 N. Metts St.
ossiannaz.org

9:15 a.m. - Bible study. 
10:30 - Service.

OSSIAN UNITED 
METHODIST
201 W. Mill St.
ossianumc.org

9 a.m. - Worship, The 
Northmen & Cathy, Wor-
ship child care nurse. 10 
a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Adult Sunday School.

PARK COMMUNITY
617 S. Bennett St.
parkccbluffton.org

10 a.m. - Connection. 11 
a.m. - Worship.

PETROLEUM 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

3625 E. 2nd St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:30 - 

Sunday School.

PONETO BAPTIST
Grape Street

8:30 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 9 a.m. - Worship.

PONETO FAITH 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

36 E. Walnut St.
9 a.m. - Worship. 10 

a.m. - Fellowship. 10:15 - 
Sunday School.

RIVER OF HOPE
1224 W. Central

 11 a.m. - Worship & the 
Word.

RIVER OF LIFE
122 Lamar St. 
Suite 108, 110

riveroflifebluffton.com
10:30 a.m. - Worship.

SIX MILE
4790 SE SR 116

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

SONLIGHT WESLEYAN
2350 S. SR 1

sonlightwesleyan.org
9:30 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10:30 - Worship. 
Nursery & Children’s 
classes available during 
Sunday School & Wor-
ship.

SOUTHERN WELLS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
9450 S 300 W, Poneto
9 & 10:45 a.m. - Wor-

ship.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
1300 N. Main St.

Saturday: 7:45 a.m. - 
Prayer. 8 a.m. - Mass. 
8:30 - Rosary. 4 p.m. or 
by appointment - Confes-
sions. 5 p.m. - Mass.
Sunday: 7:30 & 10 a.m. 

- Mass.

ST. LUKE CHURCH
4960W-100N, Decatur

stlukechurch.in
9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 - 

Sunday School.

ST. MARK EV. 
LUTHERAN

16933 Thiele Rd. 
stmarkfw.org

8:45 a.m. - Sunday 
School. 10 a.m. - Wor-
ship.

UNIONDALE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

5867 N. Main St.
9 a.m. - Worship.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN (NALC)
5912 N. Sugar St., 

Uniondale
10 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 

- Children’s Sunday 
School.

THE CHURCH AT 
MCNATT

9221 W 800 S-90, 
Montpelier

8:30 a.m. - Coffee fel-
lowship. 9:15 - Worship.

TOWER LIFE CENTER
11811 N. Wayne St., 

Zanesville
towerlifecenter.com

9:30 a.m. - TLC Groups. 
10:30 - Worship.

 
UNIONTOWN 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
11419 N-200W, Ossian
9 a.m. - Sunday School. 

10 a.m. - Worship.

VERA CRUZ FAMILY 
WORSHIP CENTER 

CCCU
2771 SE Mulberry St., 

Vera Cruz
9-10 a.m. - Sunday 

School. 10-10:30 - Fel-
lowship. 10:30 - Worship.

WESTSIDE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

205 S. Adams St., 
Monroe

9 a.m. - Worship. 10:15 
- Discipleship for adults & 
children.

ZANESVILLE 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH OF GOD
11984 N. Marzane Rd.
9 a.m. - Bible Class. 10 

a.m. - Worship.

ZANESVILLE 
UNITED BRETHREN 

IN CHRIST
3092 W. Broadway

9 a.m. - Sunday School. 
10 a.m. - Worship.

Call to Worship
This page is dedicated to the building of a more spiritual and greater church-going people and is made possible 
by the Advertisers on this page who want as their return to see more people go to church.

 HIDAY
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 82 4-0900   General Motors

 82 4-1931  Chrysler
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GOD’S COURTROOM
With the court cases of 

well-known personalities in 
the news recently, I experi-
enced a much less dramatic 
day learning valuable les-
sons as a first-time jury duty 
summons respondant.

With few exceptions, 
American citizens 
are expected to 
answer this call 
to service at some 
point. Highlighted 
in bold text were 
the words serious 
legal consequenc-
es and Contempt 
of Court, should 
I choose to ignore 
the official sum-
mons. Entering the 
Courthouse itself 
impresses the seri-
ousness of the event as bags 
are searched and full body 
scans are required before 
proceeding to your destina-
tion.

The court bailiff orga-
nized and educated the 
group of potential jurors 
before the selection ques-
tioning began, and then 
continued to assist the judge 
during the hours in the 
courtroom.

Two lawyers — one, the 
Prosecutor and the other 
representing the defendant 
— asked multiple questions 
before deciding to approve 
or remove potential jurors 
from the pool of community 
members.

A court recorder took 
notes of all that was said for 
later reference, the defen-
dant watched from a chair 
next to his lawyer, and the 

judge presided over the 
entire event after clarify-
ing  the process to those of 
us unfamiliar with the court 
system.

Did you realize that God 
provides both security and 
a specific process to begin a 
relationship with Jesus and 

to enter heaven 
upon our death? 
Not everyone will 
be allowed into 
heaven — only 
those who meet 
God’s require-
ments by accept-
i n g  s a l v a t i o n 
through the death 
of Jesus (John 
3 :16;  Romans 
10:9).

The Holy Spirit 
works as a heav-

enly bailiff, serving both the 
purposes of the Judge and 
assisting in the believer’s 
successful walk of faith.

The prosecutor could 
be imagined to represent 
the accuser of our souls — 
Satan, who points to our 
failures and condemns us — 
while the defending lawyer 
is Christ, Himself, answer-
ing each condemnation with 
the Truth of His own sacri-
fice (Romans 8:34).

Earthly juries may deem 
us accountable for crimes 
based upon evidence pre-
sented by Satan, but believ-
ers can rest assured in the 
holiness and justice of God’s 
ultimate plan for those who 
accept His Son. Be certain 
that YOUR outcome in His 
courtroom is decided before 
you arrive!

mpaxson99@yahoo.com

a Devotional
              Break

Time to Take

by Martha 
Paxson

•	 Bluffton
•	 lafayette
•	 flora

•	 logansport
•	 frankfort
•	 swayzee

•	 Huntington
•	 waBasH

 Thoma/Rich,
 Lemler

 Funeral Home
 WELLS COUNTY’S

 OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
 308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

 260-824-3850
 www.thomarich.com

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

 Dine In, Carry Out or We Will Deliver
 “For The Times You Don’t
 Want to Leave Home.”

 114 W. 
 Water

 824-4956

 HIDAY
 AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

 82 4-0900   General Motors

 82 4-1931  Chrysler

 (260)375-2135
 1-800-895-7035

 222 N. Wayne Street - Warren, IN
 Your Pharmacist, Terry Daniels P.D.

 Has Over 30 Years of Pharmaceutical Experience
 Mon.-Fri 9-5:30; Sat. 9-12 noon

More Than 
A Customer...

You’re Family

More Than 

Family Ford 
of Bluff ton

(260)824-1253
Supported Living • Waiver Services • Workshop

 1417 Baker Place, Bluffton, IN
 (260) 824-5940

 Dr. Pamela J. Johnson
 decaturdentalin.com

 Bluffton
 Dental
 Clinic

 NATIONAL OIL
 Delivery to Home

 FARM • BUSINESS
 824-2220

 127 Oak Forest Dr., Bluffton, IN  
824-1588

604 S. JEFFERSON, OSSIAN • 622-4115 

CHEVROLET

 Les Gerber 
 Insurance

 Perry Gerber
 1120 N. Main St., Bluffton

 260-824-1237

 AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

 126 W. Townley
 Bluffton • 824-3330

 260-565-3131
 A Division of Craigville

 Telephone Company, Inc.

 643 N. Main St.
  Bluffton

  260-824-4460

 NAPA WELLS CO. 
 AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, 

 INC.

TO REPORT CHURCH NEWS:
• E-mail to churchnews@news-banner.com
• Drop information at 125 N. Johnson St. in Bluffton
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Boys Chipping and Putting Contest Winners: Vince Schumm, 
Grayson Heer, Clay Maller and Madden Pfister. 

Boys Chipping and Putting Contest Winners: Marshall Stoller, 
Beckett Stoller, Lincoln Reimschisel and Blayne Dawson.

Girls Putting and Chipping Champions: Hazel Palmer, Jemma 
Gryzch and Saeler Grandlienard.

Girls chipping and putting 2 runners-up: Lydia Mossburg, 
Selah Falon and Ava Smith.

Boys Chipping champions (Boys): Reece Lautzenheiser, Niko 
Mateo, Carter Blinn, Kaleb Hartman and William MacNeill.

Girls Chipping champions: Ariel Smith, Zoe Powers, Samantha 
Mann and Natalia Bryan.

Boys Putting champions: Kamden Chamberlain, Gage Bush-
ee, Amos Littell, Creighton Kolkman and Jonathan MacNeill.

Girls Putting champions: Emma Smith, Charleigh Pence and 
Olivia Adams.

Putting winners: Rylee Todd, Jace Draper and Carter Lehman. Chipping winners: Will Ault, Willow Moser, Joah Moser and 
Denver Moser.

Age 11-13 Putting winners: Ryker Engle, Leyton Chamberlain, 
Abe Atkins, Treyton Uptgraft, Gunner Bushee and Landon Clif-
ton.

Putting and Chipping winners: Sophie Meeks, Lucy Palmer 
and Vada Palmer.

Age 11-13 Chipping winners: Kreigh Ault, Liam Yates, Landon 
Heer, Korbin Powers and Rylen Gates.

Age 6-7 Winners

Age 11-13 Winners

Age 8-10 Winners

14 and Over Winners

Bluffton’s junior golf leauges competes at Green Valley
Bluffton’s Junior League competition at Green Valley 

has taken place, and there are plenty of winners and runner-
ups to go around.

Below are the photos of all the young individuals from 
the various age groups at the event. All photos are provided 
and identified from left to right.

Gibson dominates as Cardinals beat Cubs 3-0
BY  ANDREW SELIGMAN

AP Sports Writer
CHICAGO — Kyle 

Gibson pitched two-hit ball 
over seven innings, Pedro 
Pagés broke a scoreless tie 
when he led off the eighth 
with his first career homer 
and the St. Louis Cardinals 
beat the Chicago Cubs 3-0 
on Friday.

Pagés, who has just four 
hits in 32 major league at-
bats, picked the perfect 
moment to go deep. With 
his family on hand, the 
25-year-old Venezuelan 
gave the Cardinals the lead 
with a drive to the left-
field basket against reliever 
Hayden Wesneski (2-4).

Pagés said he and his 
dad later hugged and shed 
a few tears.

“It’s just a big moment 
for us,” he said. “We’ve 
been through a lot together 

as a family. Being able to 
be here and be a part of it, 
it’s amazing.”

Michael Busch singled 
leading off the bottom of 
the eighth against Ryan 
Fernandez. Pinch run-
ner Pete Crow-Armstrong 
stole second and went to 
third on a ground out but 
he was thrown out at home 
by second baseman Nolan 
Gorman trying to score on 
Miguel Amaya’s one-out 
ground ball. JoJo Romero 
retired pinch hitter Patrick 
Wisdom on a fly to the left-
field corner that Brendan 
Donovan caught just in 
front of the ivy.

The Cardinals scored 
two more runs in the ninth. 
Iván Herrera blooped an 
RBI double off a lung-
ing second baseman Nico 
Hoerner’s glove and Dylan 
Carlson drove him in with 

a single.
Cardinals closer Ryan 

Helsley retired the first two 
batters in the ninth before 
walking Seiya Suzuki and 
Ian Happ. He then struck 
out Hoerner for his major 
league-leading 23rd save in 
24 chances.

Gibson (5-2) struck out 
six and walked one. The 
veteran right-hander made 
it look like a breeze for the 
most part on a day when 
the wind might have kept a 
couple of balls in the park.

Chicago’s Cody Bell-
inger hit a fly to the right-
field warning track in the 
sixth, and the exit velocity 
on Wisdom’s drive was 111 
mph. Either way, the Cubs 
lost for the 15th time in 21 
games.

Starter Jordan Wicks 
left the game in the sec-
ond inning because of a 

strained right oblique and 
will likely be placed on the 
injured list, manager Craig 
Counsell said. The left-
hander walked off the field 
accompanied by a trainer 
after giving up a two-out 
single to Carlson. Kyle 
Hendricks came in and 
retired Brendan Donovan 
on a grounder to second.

“He felt it a couple 
pitches before, and then 
after he threw a couple 
more pitches, knew he 
couldn’t do any more,” 
Counsell said. “So, we’ll 
get imaging tomorrow and 
likely IL, and we’ll go 
from there.”

Wicks gave up two 
hits and struck out two in 
his first start and second 
appearance since returning 
from a strained left fore-
arm. He was sidelined for 
six weeks.

Olympic swim trials 
begin today at Lucas Oil

By PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP National Writer

The U.S. Olympic swimming trials will make a 
splash on their grandest stage yet — a temporary pool 
inside the massive domed stadium that is home to the 
NFL’s Indianapolis Colts.

The American team will be determined over the 
nine-day, prime-time competition, which starts today at 
Lucas Oil Stadium with the spotlight on Katie Ledecky 
and her quest for a fourth trip to the Summer Games.

As usual, there are plenty of compelling storylines at 
a meet that many swimmers find more nerve-wracking 
than the actual Olympics. And the venue only adds to 
the feeling that this is the Super Bowl of swimming.

In a sign of how much the trials have grown, this 
will be the first time the meet has been held in India-
napolis since 2000 — when a then-unknown swimmer 
named Michael Phelps qualified for his Olympic debut.

That year, the trials were held at the 4,700-seat Indi-
ana University Natatorium. The set-up at Lucas Oil 
Stadium can accommodate as many as 32,000 fans, 
which would be the largest crowds ever to attend an 
indoor swim meet.
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Sharing as an access to 
happiness and connection

Dear Annie: Lately, I find myself 
thinking a lot about old roommates, 
friends and co-workers. I’m talking 
about people from over 30 years ago, 
whom I haven’t spoken to in decades. I 
think I would like to tell them how they 
have impacted my life in positive ways. 
Should I reach out to them or would that 
just be self-serving and weird? I mean, 
if I were to reach out, I’m not sure what 
the follow-up would be: “Nice catching 
up with you, goodbye forever”?

Tell me, Annie. Is this sort of feeling 
normal as we age, and should I act on 
it or just forget about it? — Too Much 
Time to Think

Dear Too Much: Reminiscing more 
with age is not only common; it can be 
hugely beneficial, provided it’s positive/
productive in nature, which yours is. A 
2016 study of 47 people living in senior 
care facilities found that after sharing 
memories, family history and personal 
accomplishments, participants experi-
enced fewer feelings of loneliness and 
depression. So, keep taking those laps 
around Memory Lane. 

And to the question of whether or 
not you should reach out to these old 
friends and acquaintances, my answer is 
a resounding yes! Too often it’s not until 
after people are gone that we express 
how much they meant to us. Drop them 
a line today. Let them know you’ve been 
thinking of them lately and that you’re 
glad for the time you knew them. There’s 
a good chance you’ll make their day. 

Dear Annie: I’ve been friends with 
“Remy” for six years. We both play the 
same computer game on the same plat-
form, and we always enjoy chatting as 
we play. A little over a year ago, I was 
single and found myself developing 
feelings for Remy. We’d always just 
been friends, but gradually, an attrac-
tion grew. Before I knew what was hap-
pening, we both found ourselves falling 
in love. We have so many similarities 
and shared interests. It’s so easy to talk 
to each other. It’s been over a year of 

our sharing this 
intense, romantic 
connection. 

But there’s a 
catch. I knew that 
she was techni-
cally married and 
had a kid, but I 
always thought 
that she was sepa-
rated from her 
husband. It turned 
out that wasn’t the 
case. She insists 
she’s going to 
separate from 
him, though, and 
is just waiting for her new house to be 
done so that she can move. Meanwhile, 
I’m in limbo, not knowing what’s going 
to happen. 

Annie, what do you do when the 
woman you love is unhappily married? 
She says she loves me and wants to be 
with me. And I’m so excited to have 
found someone who connects with me 
so deeply. Our only clashes come on the 
weekends when she has to play house 
and can’t write to me. I’ve mostly been 
understanding up until now, but it’s 
starting to get a bit frustrating. — Lover 
in Limbo

Dear Lover: What you call “play-
ing house” is her living her real life. 
Your digital rendezvous are her play-
time — a way for her to escape the day-
to-day drudgery, blow off some steam 
and avoid having to make any substan-
tial changes to her situation. She might 
not be conscious of the fact that this is 
what she’s doing, but it doesn’t make it 
any more acceptable. The bottom line is 
that if she were going to leave her hus-
band, she’d have done so already. Pull 
the plug and free yourself up to connect 
with a loving, available woman — one 
you can meet in person. 

Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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We aren’t at peace with 
ourselves or with God

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | June 15 - 21, 2024    | 5 Saturday evening

06/15 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
(4:30) Music Let's Take 

It Outside 
A Fishing 
Story 

Life's 
Highway 

Twin 
Factor 

Off the Co Divine Sue Thomas F.B.Eye Founda-
tion 

Huckabee Dr. Phil Primetime The News on Merit 
Street 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
(4:00) BIG3 Basketball 
Week 1 (L) (N) 

WANE 15 
News (N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy! FBI: International
"Death by Inches" 

48 Hours (N) 48 Hours (N) Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) IN 
Focus (N) 

(:05) The Equalizer "A 
Time to Kill" 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Law & Order: SVU 
"Spiraling Down" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Theatre Tricks" 

NWSL- Pre
(N) 

NWSL Soccer San Diego Wave FC at Washington 
Spirit From Audi Field in Washington, D.C. (L) (N) 

NWSL Soccer Angel City FC at Houston Dash From 
Shell Energy Stadium in Houston. (L) (N) 

NWSL-
Post (N) 

Bull "Keep Your Friends 
Close" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
Gray Investig-

ateTV 
ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Stanley Cup Florida Panthers at Edmonton Oilers The five-time champion 
Oilers face the Panthers in Alberta in Game 4 of the Stanley Cup Final. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) Investig-
ateTV 

Seinfeld Mod Fam 
"My Hero" 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
(12:00) 2024 U.S. Open Golf Championship Third Round From Pinehurst No. 
2 in Pinehurst, N.C. (L) (N) 

U.S. Olympic Trials
Swimming (L) (N) 

Ninja Twelve elite ninja couples compete together to 
take home the coveted title of couple's champion. 

News (N) Saturday Night Live

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
World Chase Tag Chicago Fire "God Has 

Spoken" 
Chicago Fire "Under the 
Knife" 

9-1-1 "Awful People" The Rookie 
"Greenlight" 

Major Crimes "Jailbait" Murdoch Mysteries
"Murdoch Rides Easy" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Desperate" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
Bloodline Detectives Bob's 

Burgers 
Bob's 
Burgers 

The Good Doctor "The 
Shaun Show" 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Liquidator 

TMZ (N) Highway Thru Hell Bloodline 
Detectives 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Weekend 
(N) 

Plan Antiques Roadshow
"Chicago Hour 1" 

L. Welk "Father's Day 
(Myron Floren)" 

Doc Martin "Paint it 
Black" 

Keep-
Appear 

As Time 
Goes By 

Mr. Bean The Life of 
a Musician

Austin City Limits <+++ Spitfire (‘34) 
Katharine Hepburn. 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Woods-
mith Shop 

American 
Woodshop 

Weekend 
(N) 

Joy/Pain-
ting 

Woodsongs Grown Up 
Dad 

The Legacy of Black 
Horsemen 

Lang Lang -- Favourite 
Melodies 

The Life of 
a Musician

Austin City Limits Secrets "Decoding 
Hieroglyphics" 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
Paid Prog. Paid Prog. Big Bang Big Bang MLB Baseball All the latest action from Major League Baseball. (L) (N) News at 

10 (N) 
Young 
Sheldon 

Quiz-Balls "The 
Southern Showdown" 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
(4:00) < Girl Locked 
Upstairs: Tanya Kach St... 

< Gaslit by My Husband: The Morgan Metzer 
Story (‘24) Austin Nichols, Jana Kramer. 

< Yoga Teacher Killer: The Kaitlin Armstrong 
Story (‘24) Kyle Schmid, Larissa Dias, Caity Lotz. (P)

(:05) < Amish Stud: The Eli Weaver Story (‘23)
Kirsten Vangsness, Luke Macfarlane. 

< Yoga Teacher Killer: 
Kaitlin Armstrong Story 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <+++ Avengers: Age of Ultron <+++ Avengers: Endgame (2019, Action) Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Robert Downey Jr.. <+++ Avengers: Endgame Robert Downey Jr.. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Mike & 
Molly 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(3:30) <++ Burlesque 
(‘10) Cher. 

<++ How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days (2003, Romance)
Matthew McConaughey, Adam Goldberg, Kate Hudson. 

<+++ Bridesmaids (2011, Comedy) Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne, Kristen 
Wiig. 

<++ Burlesque (‘10) Christina 
Aguilera, Eric Dane, Cher. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Yellowstone "Phantom 
Pain" 

Yellowstone "All I See 
Is You" 

Yellowstone "Winning 
or Learning" 

Yellowstone "Under a Blanket of 
Red" 

Yellowstone "I Want to 
Be Him" 

Yellowstone "Keep the 
Wolves Close" 

Yellowst. "No Kindness 
for the Coward" 

<++ Jack 
Reacher 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
ESPN Films The Point (L) (N) 2024 Men's College World Series Game 4: Teams TBA From Charles 

Schwab Field Omaha in Omaha, Neb. (L) (N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 30 for 30 False Positive UFC Fight Night: Perez vs. Taira - Prelims (L) (N) UFC Fight Night: Perez vs. Taira (L) (N)

FSMW  33  418 671 
Cardinals 
Post (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Insider 

United Fight UFA 375 -
KOK 105 Riga, Part 2 

Breaking 
Par 

Facing 
Waves 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Chicago Cubs
From Wrigley Field in Chicago. 

United Fight UFA 375 -
KOK 105 Riga, Part 2 

United UFA 376 - United 
Fight League 4 (N) 

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 3 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(3:30) NASCAR Xfinity 
HyVee Perks 250 (L) (N) 

Post Race 
(L) (N) 

U.S. Olympic Trials Swimming, 
Qualifiers (N) 

Law & Order: SVU
"Dreams Deferred" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Presumed Guilty" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Beautiful Frame" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Criminal Hatred" 

Law & Order: SVU 
"Monster's Legacy" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition "The Warrior 
Queen's Treasure" 

Expedition "Gold Rush 
of the Atlantic" 

Expedition Unknown Expedition Unknown Expedition "Mysteries 
of Bermuda Triangle" 

Expedition Unknown
"Revealing the Triangle"

Expedition "The Search 
For Florida's Lost Pirate" 

Expedition Unknown 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Doubling Down MILF Manor MILF Manor MILF Manor (N) MILF Manor (N) 90 Day Fiancé: Love 90 Day Fiancé: Love MILF Manor

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Ancient Aliens "The 
Power of the Obelisks" 

Ancient Aliens "The 
MUFON Files" 

Ancient Aliens "Secrets 
of the Sumerians" 

Aliens "The Top Ten 
Alien Influencers" 

Aliens "The Top Ten 
Extraordinary Creatures"

(:05) Ancient Aliens
"Top Ten Alien Artifacts"

(:05) Aliens "The Top Ten 
Alien Craft" 

(:05) Aliens "The Top Ten 
Alien Influencers" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 "Snapshot" The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 "M.I.A." (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
(4:00) < Sun, Sand & 
Romance Tricia Helfer. 

< Blind Date Book Club (2024, Romance) Robert 
Buckley, Hilary Jardine, Erin Krakow. 

< A Greek Recipe for Romance (‘24, Rom) Rafael 
Kariotakis, Peru Kavalieri, Danielle C. Ryan. (P) 

< For Love & Honey (2024, Romance) Andrew 
Walker, Margaret Clunie. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:30) <+++ John 
Wick: Chapter 2 

(:05) <+++ John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum (2019, Action) Halle Berry,
Ian McShane, Keanu Reeves. 

Continent Despite dissent & distrust, Winston's team 
wages an ingenious all-out assault on the hotel. 

(:15) <++ 2012 (2009, Action) Chiwetel Ejiofor, 
Amanda Peet, John Cusack. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 (3:30) < Pitch Perfect <++ Pitch Perfect 3 (‘17) Anna Kendrick. <++ The Greatest Showman Hugh Jackman. (:15) <+++ Pitch Perfect (‘12) Skylar Astin, Anna Kendrick. Movie 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
<+++ Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (1983, Sci-Fi) Harrison Ford, Carrie 
Fisher, Mark Hamill. 

Collision Exciting matches, stories and action 
featuring the world-class All Elite Wrestling roster. 

<+++ Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (1983, Sci-Fi) Harrison Ford, Carrie 
Fisher, Mark Hamill. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers (2002, Fantasy) Ian McKellen, Liv Tyler, Elijah Wood. <+++ The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King (2003, Fantasy) Ian McKellen, Liv Tyler, Elijah 

Wood. 
COM  47  107 249 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
MLB on FS1 Postgame Cubs Fan Major League Rugby Coverage of American 

professional rugby action. 
Pokerstars Big Game 
on Tour 

MLB Baseball Chicago White Sox at Arizona Diamondbacks From Chase Field 
in Phoenix. (L) (N) 

WGN  53   307 NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) NewsNation (L) (N) Crime Nation (N) NewsNation Prime 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Judgment Day" NCIS NCIS "Agent Afloat" NCIS "Capitol Offense" NCIS "Heartland" NCIS "Nine Lives" NCIS "Murder 2.0" NCIS

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Movie <++ Fast Five (2011, Action) Paul Walker, Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel. <++ Fast & Furious 6 (‘13) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin Diesel. <++ The Fast and the Furious 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends "The Last One" Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Big City Big City "The Move" Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug <+++ Inside Out Amy Poehler. (:40) Hailey (:05) Hailey Hailey Hailey Hailey Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
<++ Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End (2007, Adventure) Orlando Bloom, Keira 
Knightley, Johnny Depp. 

(:45) <++ Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides (2011, Adventure) Penélope 
Cruz, Ian McShane, Johnny Depp. 

<++ Jumping Ship 
(‘01) Joey Lawrence. (P) 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:30) <++ 
Godzilla 

(:50) <++ Jurassic World (2015, Adventure) Bryce Dallas 
Howard, Irrfan Khan, Chris Pratt. 

<++ Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (2016, Action)
Henry Cavill, Amy Adams, Ben Affleck. 

(:35) House Dg "The 
Black Queen" 

(:35) 
Fantasmas

(:10) <++ Watchmen 
(‘09) Billy Crudup. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:20) < Barely Lethal 
(‘15) Hailee Steinfeld. 

<+++ Hellboy II: The Golden Army (2008, 
Action) Selma Blair, Doug Jones, Ron Perlman. 

<+++ The Bourne Ultimatum (2007, Action)
Julia Stiles, Joan Allen, Matt Damon. 

(:55) <+++ The Informant! (‘09)
Scott Bakula, Matt Damon. 

(:45) <++ Out of Time (‘03) Eva 
Mendes, Denzel Washington. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:00) <+++ Casino Royale (‘06) Eva 
Green, Mads Mikkelsen, Daniel Craig. 

(:25) < Black Lotus (‘23, Action) Frank 
Grillo, Roland Møller, Rico Verhoeven.

<+++ Talk to Me (‘22) Alexandra 
Jensen, Joe Bird, Sophie Wilde. 

(:35) <++ The Last Voyage of the Demeter (‘23, 
Hor) Aisling Franciosi, Javier Botet, Corey Hawkins. 

(:45) <+++ X (‘22) Jenna Ortega, 
Martin Henderson, Mia Goth. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:50) <+++ At Any Price (‘12, Dra) 
Zac Efron, Kim Dickens, Dennis Quaid. 

(:35) < Set Up (2011, Thriller) Bruce 
Willis, Ryan Phillippe, 50 Cent. 

<++ In the Cut (2003, Thriller) Mark Ruffalo,
Jennifer Jason Leigh, Meg Ryan. 

< Bandit (2022, Action) Elisha Cuthbert, Mel 
Gibson, Josh Duhamel. 

(:10) <++ Get Rich or 
Die Tryin' (‘05) 50 Cent. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: Is there any 
hope that mankind can 
start all over again and 
get our values right? God 
gave us a perfect world, 
Adam and Eve really 
messed up, and people 
continue to destroy every-
thing God has given. – 
S.O.

Answer: Some will 
say that education is the 
answer to these questions; 
suggesting that crime 
doesn’t pay, that illicit sex 
is psychologically harm-
ful, that excessive drinking 
is injurious to the body and 
brain. Programs of social 
and personal reform are 
launched continually.

Others say that science 
is the answer, saying that 
science can make a clean 
bomb or a harmless ciga-

rette. Science, they 
say, can tap the brain 
of man and alter his 
desires.

But the Bible tells us 
a different story. It says 
that we are possessed 
of a sinful, fallen nature 
which wars against us 
and it seeks to destroy us. 
Paul wrote of his struggle 
(see Romans 7:21). Evil 
is present to cleverly dis-
guise itself as good, to 
control and deceive us. We 
aren’t at peace with our-
selves or with God. That’s 
what the cross of Christ is 
all about: to reconcile us to 
God and to give us a new 
nature.

Man without God is a 
contradiction, a paradox, 
a monstrosity. Paul found 
the cure for his violent, 
destructive disposition – 
not at the university, or in 
the culture of Greece, but 

on the Damascus road in 
Syria when he met Jesus 
Christ. He wrote, “For the 
law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus has made 
me free” (Romans 8:2, 
NKJV).

Before his conversion, 
Paul saw Christ as the 
greatest evil, but after he 
encountered Him, he loved 
what he had so fervently 
hated. Then he could see 
evil as evil and good as 
good. His values were 
straightened out because 
his nature had been 
changed by the redeeming 
grace of God. It is possible 
to start life anew.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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SERVICES
Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

ADVERTISE YOUR

SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Lottery NumbersS U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Friday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 14-20-31-36-

43
Cash4Life — 02-14-17-

40-60, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 

02-05-07-09-16-21-25-28-
30-37-49-52-58-59-65-69-
70-71-73-75, BE: 69

Daily Three-Midday — 
07-05-00, SB: 08

Daily Three-Evening — 
09-03-05, SB: 08

Daily Four-Midday — 
09-03-09-05, SB: 08

Daily Four-Evening — 
02-03-02-03, SB: 08

Quick Draw Evening 
— 03-25-29-30-31-35-40-
42-47-49-54-59-63-65-72-
74-75-77-78-79, BE: 47

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Satur-
day): $14.6 million

MEGA MILLIONS
01-25-26-31-65, Mega 

Ball: 02, Megaplier: 3X
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Saturday): $34 million

LINE CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES: 
Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m.

Tuesday-Friday editions: day-before by 4 p.m.
Saturdays: Friday by noon.

Submit ads to the Bluffton News-Banner office,  
260-824-0224, 125 N. Johnson St., or  
online at classifieds.news-banner.com.
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 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!
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824-0224 or 622-4108

July deadline is 
Tues., June 25!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

JUNE 15-JUNE 22 - (Online 
Only Personal Property) - 
Estate of Glen Bowen, sell-
er. Clean 2005 Buick Lesa-
bre Custom w/77,000 miles, 
2004 Toyota Sienna LE mini 
van, 1987 Riviera Cruiser 24’ 
pontoon, 2004 Yamaha XLT 
jet ski, floating WaveRunner 
dock, lake equipment, modern 
furniture, household, electron-
ics, lawn and garden, patio 
furniture, tools, more. Auc-
tion preview & online bidding 
assistance June 22 from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m., 500 Lane 101 
Jimmerson Lake, Angola, IN. 
Sale manager Brandon Stef-
fen, 260-710-5684, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-426-0633, 
steffengrp.com.
JUNE 16-23 - (Online Only) - 
Estate of Marilyn McQueary, 
seller. 2023 GMC Terrain 
Denali, AWD Edition w/2,130 
miles (like new), 1990 Cadil-
lac Allante, modern furniture, 
antiques, collectibles, tools, 
home furnishings, stained 
glass decorations, leaded 
glass lamps, home decor, 
kitchen items, jewelry, cloth-
ing, designer purses, Christ-
mas & Halloween decorations, 
swords, coins & silver, Glock 
45 9MM, more. Preview & 
online bidding assistance June 
18, June 20 from 3-6 p.m., 102 
S. Jefferson St., Ossian. Sale 
manager Rod Fetters, 260-
557-8451, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 
260-426-0633.
BIDDING ENDS JUNE 17 - 
Online only firearm - Buroff 
and others, owners. Rifles, 
shotguns & handguns. Mar-
lin, Winchester, Remington, 
Browning, Bush Master, Colt, 
Walther. Review all registra-
tion information before bid-
ding. Sale Manager Isaac 
Stoller, 260-413-3515, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, steffengrp.com.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
JUNE 20 - 10 a.m. - Steve 
and Dave Bell, owners. Bell’s 
Auto & Truck Sale retirement 
liquidation! Antiques/primi-
tives, automobile advertising, 
tool chests, rod iron, vintage 
enameled signs, Ford trac-
tor, Mercedes convertible, 
John Deere mowers, pedal 
cars/tractors, skid loader, 
fire hydrants, traffic lights, 
thermometers, automobiles, 
automotive tools, shop equip-
ment, more! Preview June 18, 
3-5 p.m., 1420 Goshen Ave., 
Fort Wayne. Pick up June 21, 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., June 24, 1-5 
p.m., June 25, 9 a.m.-noon. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
JUNE 22 - 10 a.m. - Charles 
Uptgraft, deceased, and Dee 
Uptgraft. 3295 E 450 S, Bluff-
ton, Indiana. 1931 Model A 

car with soft top, rumble seat, 
1962 Galaxy, nonrunning, 
1986 Chevy flatbed truck, 
non-running, Chrysler 3.6 out-
board motor, mowers, tools, 
Craftsman tool box, Arco 250 
amp single phase welder, lawn 
and garden, household, furni-
ture, ice cream freezer, Nori-
take Gold Stein china, service 
for 12, old items, many other 
items. Vehicles will be sold at 
12:30 p.m. both live and on Hi 
Bid. Loy Auction.
JUNE 23 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bowen Family, sell-
ers. Well cared for 2 bedroom 
lake cottage of Jimmerson 
Lake with 36’ of frontage, three 
season room,1 car garage, 
deck with outstanding views 
of Jimmerson Lake/Part of 
the Lake James Chain. Open 
House: June 22 from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jim-
merson Lake, Angola, IN. The 
Steffen Group Inc., www.stef-
fengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
JUNE 23 - 4 p.m. - Multiple 
consignors, owners. Online 
only consignment auction! 
1,000+ lots! Huge amount of 
hand tools, large assortment 
of household items, camping 
supplies, gun safe, dollhous-
es, lodge cookware, hunting 
items, photography acces-
sories, guitar, kitchen items, 
exercise equipment, restau-
rant equipment and much 
more! Preview June 20, 3-5 
p.m., 812 Elm Street, Decatur, 
IN. Pick up June 24, 1-6 p.m. 
and June 25, 9 a.m.-noon. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
JULY 14-JULY 21 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Dave and 
Brenda Double, seller. 40 
Year collection of trains, pro-
fessionally milled lumber, 
downsizing custom craft 
store, shop tools, porcelain 
& other dolls, antiques, furni-
ture, McCoy cookie jars, Hull 
pottery.  Preview: July 11 and 
18 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 540 
W US 224, Uniondale. Pat 
Carter, sale manager, Steffen 
Group, 824-3006, www. stef-
fengrp.com.
JULY 16 - 2-6 p.m. ET - 
(Online) - Farm: William C. 
Lee Trust. Property Loca-
tion: 6 miles south of Angola, 
IN, along E 700 S in Pleasant 
Lake, IN. 156+/- total acres, 
tillable farmland, timber, rec-
reational, pole barn, chicken 
barn, Steuben Twp., Steuben 
Co. Tract 1: 101+/- acres. 
Tract 2: 50+/- acres. Tract 3: 
5+/- acres. Open House by 
appointment: Rick Johnloz, 
260-827-8181, Neal Wolheter, 
260-336-2219, Jason John-
loz, 260-273-9177. Halderman 
Real Estate & Farm Manage-
ment, halderman.com, 800-
424-2324.

SUDOKU ANSWER

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

609 OAKDALE DRIVE OS-
SIAN YARD SALE Antiques,
collectibles, household items,-
jewelry gas stove ,electric dry-
er, canoe and much more
Jun. 14 10:00 AM-5:00 PM,
Jun. 15 9:00 AM-5:00 PM Rain
or Shine

ST. ALOYSIUS CHURCH

RUMMAGE SALE St. Aloy-
sius Church is hosting a
Rummage Sale from 9-4PM
on June 21-22 at the St.
Aloysius Activity Center lo-
cated at 14623 Bluffton Rd.
Proceeds benefit ongoing
Parish Projects with a portion
being donated to St. Henry's
Outreach Programs. Browse
household goods, baby and
children's clothing and toys,
puzzles, garden accessories,
etc. 260-622-4491
parish@stalyoder.org
https://www.stalyoder.org

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF WELLS

IN THE WELLS 
CIRCUIT COURT
 CASE NO.

90C01-2405-MI-000014
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF
MINOR:
HALLIE MAE KRISTINE MYERS
Name of Minor
RONDA K WILSON

Petitioner
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR

CHANGE OF NAME
Notice is hereby given that 

Petitioner, RONDA K WILSON, 
as a self-represented litigant, filed 
a Verified Petition for Change of 
Name on HALLIE MAE KRISTINE 
MYERS to change the name of to 
HALLIE MAE KRISTINE WILSON.

The Petition is schedule for 
hearing in the WELLS CIRCUIT 
COURT Court on JULY 25, 2024, 
at 2:00 PM, which is more than 
thirty (30) days after the third 
notice of publication. Any person 
has the right to appear at the hear-
ing and to file written objections on 
or before the hearing date.

May 31,2024
Date
 Beth Davis

Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
nb 6/8, 6/15, 6/22

hspaxlp

Public Notice

AUTOMOTIVE
Auto/Trucks

INDIANA AUTO AUCTION,

INC. Huge Repo Sale June 20,
2024. Over 100 repossessed
units for sale. Money order or
cashier's check only. $500
cashier's check or money or-
der deposit per person re-
quired. Register 8 am-9:30
am. No public entry after 9:30
am. All vehicles sold AS IS!
4425 W. Washington Center
Road, Fort Wayne. (A)

Receive a free garage sale 
kit when placing a three 

day line classified ad.

Services
TIMESHARE CANCELLATION 
EXPERTS - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 877-329-1207 (I)
NEW WINDOWS FROM Window 
Nation. Special money saving of-
fer – zero down, zero payments, 
zero interest for TWO years AND 
buy 2 windows and get 2 FREE! 
Offer is valid for select models. 
Labor not included. Other restric-
tions apply. Call Window Nation 
today! 866-553-0725 (I)
NEVER PAY FOR Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 FREE 
Months! 1-855-408-3894 (I)
WHEN VETERINARY CARE is 
unavailable or unaffordable, ask 
for Happy Jack® flea/tick, mane 
dandruff, and allergy control. 
Distributed By Florida Hardware 
800-793-0926. (I)
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify for 
a substantial cash award – even 
with smoking history. NO obliga-
tion! We’ve recovered millions. 
Let us help!! Call 24/7, 844-229-
7933 (I)



Solid Waste 
District board will 

meet Monday
The board of the Wells 

County Solid Waste District 
will meet at 4 p.m. Mon-
day, June 17, in Room 105, 
the multi-purpose room 
on the lower level of the 
Wells Carnegie Government 
Annex, 223 W. Washington 
St.

Topics on the agenda 
include:

• Financial report. 
• Supervisor report. 
• Hazardous Waste Day 

update.
• Discussion of 2025 

budget. 

County Drainage 
Board will 

meet Monday 
afternoon

The Wells County Drain-
age Board will meet at 4:30 
p.m. Monday, June 17, 
in Room 105, the multi-
purpose room on the lower 
level of the Wells Carnegie 
Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St.

Topics on the agenda 
include project updates and 
miscellaneous drainage mat-
ters. 

Commissioners 
will meet 

Monday evening
The Wells County Com-

missioners will meet at 
5 p.m. Monday, June 17, 
in Room 105, the multi-
purpose room on the lower 
level of the Wells Carnegie 
Government Annex, 223 W. 
Washington St.

Topics on the agenda 
include: 

• Department reports 
from Sheriff Scott Holliday, 
Highway Supervisor Shawn 
Bonar, and County Engineer 
Nate Whitacre. 

• Veterans Office 2023 
activity report from Dewey 
Randall. 

• Discussion of an alter-

nate plan for the Rock 
Creek Stone Quarry. 

• Highway Garage letter 
of substantial completion. 

• Discussion of the 2025 
county commissioner bud-
get.

• Monthly reports, mis-
cellaneous business and 
right-of-way or utility 
agreements. 

Bluffton-Harrison 
school board will 

meet Monday
The board of the Bluff-

ton-Harrison Metropolitan 
School District will meet 
at 6 p.m. Monday, June 
17, in the school district’s 
administration building 
at 803 E. Harrison St. in 
Bluffton.

Topics on the agenda 
include: 

• Reports and announce-
ments. 

• Updates regarding the 
middle school roof replace-
ment and improvements, 
high school building enve-
lope project, athletic facility 
needs and OurTown Safety 
Village. 

• Personnel and financial 
matters.

• Policy updates and 
handbook changes.

Bluffton Board of 
Works to 

meet Tuesday 
afternoon

The Bluffton Board of 
Public Works and Safety 
will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tues-
day, June 18, in the Council 
Chambers on the second 
floor of City Hall, 128 E. 
Market St.

Topics on the agenda 
include:

• Personnel and financial 
matters.

• Updates on nuisance 
dog issues. 

• Work and change 
orders. 

• Ordinance Violation 
Discussion.

• Garbage complaints. 
• Discussion of electric-

ity charges for plazas and 
alley ways.

County Election 
Board  

cancels June 
meeting

The Wells County Elec-
tion Board will meet at 
their regular time, 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 18. The board 
is scheduled to meet next at 
3:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 16, 
in the clerk’s office in the 
Wells County Courthouse, 
102 W. Market St.

Bluffton 
Common Council 

will meet 
Tuesday evening

The Bluffton Common 
Council will meet at 5:30 
p.m. Tuesday, June 18, in 
the Council Chambers on 
the second floor of City 
Hall, 128 E. Market St.

Topics on the agenda 
include:

• Discussion of danger-
ous dog guidelines. 

• Resolution 2024-06 SB 
1 noncompliance AD home.

• Ordinance compliance 
and city code discussion.

• PILOT Ordinance 
1622.

• CF-1 agreement with 
JR Wood Products. 

Southern Wells 
school board will 

meet Tuesday
The board of the South-

ern Wells Community 
Schools will meet at 5:30 
p.m. Tuesday, June 18, in 
the high school media cen-
ter of the SWCS campus.

Topics on the agenda 
include: 

• Financial and personnel 
matters. 

• Review of policy and 
procedures. 

• Facility use requests.
• Conference requests. 
• Superintendent infor-

mation. 

PSAP advisory 
board will meet 

Wednesday 
morning

The Publ ic  Safe ty 
Answer Point (911 Dis-
patch) Advisory Board 
wil l  meet  a t  8  a .m. 
Wednesday, June 19, in 
the Bluffton City Court-
room inside of the police 
station, 204 E. Market St. 
in Bluffton.

Topics on the agenda 
include discussion of a 
grant for radio systems and 
the 2025 public safety bud-
get. 

Markle Town 
Council will 

meet Wednesday 
evening

The Markle Town Coun-
cil will meet at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 19, at the 
Markle Town Hall, 154 E. 
Morse St.

Topics on the agenda 
include:

• Consideration of an 
economic development con-
sulting contract. 

• Consideration of CF-1 
agreements with Novae and 
Sortera. 

•  Town correspon-
dence with Markle RDC, 
Ride2Provide and Gray 
Family. 

• Reports from the opera-
tions manager and town 
marshal. 

• HCUED report.
• Region 3-A report.

County health 
board will 

meet Thursday 
morning

The board of the Wells 
County Health Depart-
ment will meet at 6:30 a.m. 
Thursday, June 20, in Room 
105, the multi-purpose room 
on the lower level of the 
Wells Carnegie Government 
Annex, 223 W. Washington 
St.

Stock Market IndexeS

 40,077.40 32,327.20 Dow Jones Industrials 38,589.16 -209.83 -.54 +2.39 +12.51
 16,717.04 13,471.47 Dow Jones Transportation 14,807.47 -215.38 -1.43 -6.86 +.10
 958.67 765.47 Dow Jones Utilities 916.73 -3.39 -.37 +3.98 -.89
 18,421.92 14,638.37 NYSE Composite 17,817.26 -168.36 -.94 +5.72 +12.80
 17,741.80 12,543.86 Nasdaq Composite 17,688.88 +555.76 +3.24 +17.84 +29.21
 5,447.25 4,103.78 S&P 500 5,431.60 +84.61 +1.58 +13.87 +23.18
 3,056.49 2,322.38 S&P MidCap 2,895.31 -25.39 -.87 +4.09 +12.22
 54,446.40 41,178.32 Wilshire 5000 54,101.02 +724.72 +1.36 +12.02 +21.65
 2,135.46 1,633.67 Russell 2000 2,006.16 -20.39 -1.01 -1.03 +6.97
 18,554.58 13,496.96 Lipper Growth Index 18,440.81 +445.31 +2.47 +13.72 +25.21

           52-Week                                                                        Wk        Wk       YTD     12-mo
     High          Low      Name                                  Last          Chg     %Chg    %Chg    %Chg

the Week In revIeW

Mutual FundS

American Funds AmrcnBalA  m MA 103,261 34.54 +2.5 +17.1/A +8.8/B 5.75
American Funds EuroPacGrA  m FG 20,789 56.93 -2.1 +9.1/C +6.4/C 5.75
American Funds FdmtlInvsA  m LB 71,296 81.03 +2.1 +28.1/A +14.0/C 5.75
American Funds GrfAmrcA  m LG 136,735 73.07 +3.1 +31.3/C +15.1/C 5.75
American Funds IncAmrcA  m AL 75,373 23.97 -0.7 +9.7/E +7.0/D 5.75
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m LB 85,806 56.76 +2.3 +28.2/A +14.5/B 5.75
American Funds NwPrspctvA  m WG 59,512 62.03 +1.3 +19.0/C +12.7/B 5.75
American Funds WAMtInvsA  m LB 83,061 60.18 +2.0 +22.2/D +12.9/D 5.75
Davis NYVentureA  x LB 4,778 27.49 -2.0 +25.9/B +11.5/E 4.75
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm LB 540,139 189.11 +3.7 +26.1/B +15.3/A NL
Fidelity Contrafund LG 126,283 20.13 +5.6 +42.1/A +17.9/B NL
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm LB 91,973 148.35 +2.7 +24.5/C +14.4/C NL
Fidelity Advisor EquityGrowthA  m LG 2,306 20.88 +6.0 +36.3/B +19.9/A 5.75
Fidelity Advisor GrowthOppsA  m LG 4,204 160.37 +8.4 +41.0/A +19.2/A 5.75
George Putnam BalA  m MA 1,357 25.21 +3.0 +20.0/A +10.0/A 5.75
INVESCO MnStrA  m LB 8,999 57.30 +2.8 +22.7/D +12.9/D 5.50
PIMCO IncInstl MU 90,587 10.54 +1.0 +8.0 +2.9 NL
Putnam DiversIncA  m NT 519 5.48 +1.2 +7.1/C +0.2/E 4.00
Putnam SustLeadersA  m LG 5,807 129.45 +5.3 +33.4/C +15.4/C 5.75
Putnam TEIncA  m ML 521 7.86 +0.9 +5.8/B +1.3/B 4.00
Schwab SP500Idx LB 93,402 83.78 +4.2 +26.2 +15.3 NL
Thornburg IntermMnA  m MI 252 13.23 +0.4 +4.6/B +1.2/C 2.00
Thornburg LtdTrmUSGvtA  m GS 38 11.82 +1.2 +3.2/E -0.2/E 2.25
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl LB 507,735 502.67 +3.7 +26.1/B +15.3/A NL
Vanguard GrIdxAdmrl LG 76,958 191.67 +7.7 +34.8/B +19.1/A NL
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl MI 69,155 13.60 +0.4 +4.1/C +1.5/A NL
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl LB 71,070 177.44 +3.4 +25.2/C +15.5/A NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Fd TG 76,169 19.32 +1.2 +11.6/A +6.5/B NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Fd TH 92,760 37.57 +1.1 +12.9/A +7.3/B NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Fd TI 96,651 23.60 +1.2 +14.0/C +8.2/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Fd TJ 85,788 42.19 +1.1 +15.1/D +9.0/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Fd TK 83,580 28.80 +1.0 +16.1/D +9.8/C NL
Vanguard TrgtRtr2050Fd TN 70,427 48.23 +1.0 +16.9/C +10.1/B NL
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl CI 97,335 9.57 +1.7 +3.8/C +0.1/C NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl FB 75,606 32.45 -1.8 +9.5/C +6.3/C NL
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv FB 197,892 19.40 -1.8 +9.4/C +6.3/C NL
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl LB 371,568 129.77 +2.7 +24.5/C +14.4/C NL
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl MA 97,954 76.98 +2.1 +16.4/A +9.0/A NL

                                                      Total Assets                 Total Return/Rank         Pct
Name                                        Obj    ($Mlns)    NAV      4-wk     12-mo     5-year    Load

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, FB -Foreign Large Blend, GS -Short Government, 
IB -World Bond, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate 
Allocation, MI -Muni National Intermediate, ML -Muni National Long, NT -Nontraditional Bond, WS -World 
Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. others with same 
objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Source: Morningstar. 
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Close: 38,589.16

1-week change: -209.83 (-0.5%)

Dow Jones industrials

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-
listing standards. lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock 
has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy 
security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = 
Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants. 
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred 
sales charge, or redemption fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA 
= not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund split shares during the week. x  = fund 
paid a distribution during the week. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

StockS oF local IntereSt
                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

                         Wk    Wk    YTD
Name           Div    Last       Chg %Chg %Chg

AFLAC 2.00 87.04 -1.75 -2.0 +5.5
AMC Ent rs ... 4.99 +.08 +1.6 -18.5
AT&T Inc 1.11 17.64 -.46 -2.5 +5.1
AMD 1.60 159.63 -8.24 -4.9 +8.3
AmAirlines .40 11.28 -.22 -1.9 -17.9
AEP 3.52 88.00 -.30 -0.3 +8.3
Apple Inc s 1.00 212.49 +15.60 +7.9 +10.4
ApldMatl 1.60 237.03 +15.30 +6.9 +46.3
BP PLC 1.74 34.89 -.37 -1.0 -1.4
BkofAm .96 39.24 -.54 -1.4 +16.5
BrMySq 2.40 41.20 -.28 -0.7 -19.7
CampSp 1.48 43.99 +1.13 +2.6 +1.8
Caterpillar 5.64 321.47 -7.47 -2.3 +8.7
Chevron 6.52 152.57 -3.51 -2.2 +2.3
Cisco 1.60 45.68 -.16 -0.3 -9.6
Citigroup 2.12 59.33 -2.45 -4.0 +15.3
CleanSp ... 17.71 +2.13 +13.7 +60.6
CocaCola 1.94 62.55 -.87 -1.4 +6.1
CrwnElec rs ... .06 -.03 -35.6 -60.8
Cyngn h ... .09 ... ... -38.6
DxSOXBr rs ... 21.62 -3.58 -14.2 ...
DxSOXBl ... 60.10 +8.23 +15.9 +91.4
Disney .30 99.97 -1.57 -1.5 +10.7
Eaton 2.92 319.02 +4.19 +1.3 +32.5
EliLilly 5.20 878.45 +28.46 +3.3 +50.7
ExxonMbl 3.80 109.11 -3.64 -3.2 +9.1
FardyFut rs ... .52 -.10 -15.7 -25.7
FordM .60 11.71 -.44 -3.6 -3.9
FrankElec .90 96.10 -.30 -0.3 -.6
FrptMcM .30 48.11 -1.16 -2.4 +13.0
FuelCell ... .82 -.05 -5.6 -48.8
GE Aero 1.12 155.88 -6.04 -3.7 +53.1
GameStp ... 28.70 +.48 +1.7 +63.7
GldnHeavnA ... .18 -.01 -2.7 -75.3
HP Inc 1.02 35.51 -.66 -1.8 +18.0
HomeDp 9.00 346.84 +19.81 +6.1 +.1
iShiBxHYB 5.09 77.06 +.17 +0.2 -.4
Intel .50 30.45 -.29 -0.9 -39.4

IBM 6.64 169.21 -.80 -0.5 +3.5
Kroger 1.16 50.38 -1.60 -3.1 +10.2
KwesstMc ... .58 +.18 +44.3 -35.9
LincNat 1.80 30.44 -1.99 -6.1 +12.9
Longever rs ... 3.19 +2.15 +206.7 -76.5
Lowes 4.60 223.35 +6.68 +3.1 +.4
MarathDig ... 19.47 +.20 +1.0 -17.1
McDnlds 6.68 253.58 -2.63 -1.0 -14.5
Microsoft 3.00 442.57 +18.72 +4.4 +17.7
NL Inds .32 6.70 -.26 -3.7 +19.4
NautRobot ... .19 +.04 +23.9 -71.7
NiSource 1.06 28.17 -.11 -0.4 +6.1
Nikola ... .51 +.01 +2.2 -42.1
NorflkSo 5.40 219.90 -4.17 -1.9 -7.0
Nuburu ... .09 -.06 -38.4 -38.0
Nucor 2.16 154.69 -6.31 -3.9 -11.1
Nvidia s ... 131.88 +11.00 +9.1 +166.3
PepsiCo 5.42 163.81 -7.23 -4.2 -3.6
Pfizer 1.68 27.53 -1.05 -3.7 -4.4
PrestoAut ... .08 -.01 -5.6 -84.2
PrUltPQ ... 74.17 +7.05 +10.5 +46.3
PShtQQQ ... 8.43 -.89 -9.5 -37.3
SpdrDJIA 3.98 386.46 -2.03 -0.5 +2.5
S&P500ETF 4.13 542.78 +8.77 +1.6 +14.2
SelinaHos ... .08 +.01 +18.5 -56.7
SiriusXM .11 2.61 +.05 +2.0 -52.3
SoFiTech ... 6.46 -.53 -7.6 -35.1
SRIVARU n ... .23 +.05 +28.8 -36.3
SPDR Fncl .46 40.65 -.83 -2.0 +8.1
StlDynam 1.84 120.69 -4.83 -3.8 +2.2
Tellurian ... .70 -.05 -6.1 -7.1
Tesla ... 178.01 +.53 +0.3 -28.4
VerizonCm 2.66 39.67 -1.27 -3.1 +5.2
VirgnGal ... .69 -.16 -19.0 -72.0
WalMart s .83 67.02 +1.14 +1.7 ...
WalgBoots 1.00 15.55 -.29 -1.8 -40.4
WsteMInc 3.00 203.64 +3.09 +1.5 +13.7
WellsFargo 1.40 57.40 -.96 -1.6 +16.6

Money rateS

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
 1-year
 2-year
 5-year
 10-year
 30-year

 8.50 8.50
 6.00 6.00
 5.33 5.33

 5.07 5.07
 4.71 4.70
 4.22 4.24
 4.22 4.25
 4.35 4.40

                                     Last    Pvs Day
currencIeS

Australia 1.5123 1.5067
Britain 1.2682 1.2764
Canada 1.3740 1.3743
Euro .9346 .9312
Japan 157.29 156.90
Mexico 18.4713 18.4471
Switzerlnd .8903 .8940

                                   Last        Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All 
others show dollar in foreign currency. 

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
GameStp 6118149 28.70 +.48
FordM 2691085 11.71 -.44
AMC Ent rs 2063331 4.99 +.08
BkofAm 1990574 39.24 -.54
Pfizer 1764155 27.53 -1.05
AT&T Inc 1541106 17.64 -.46
Palantir 1528845 23.57 +.26
Carnival 1356644 15.34 -1.36
Vale SA 1317173 11.26 -.09
Ambev 1213448 2.11 -.06

nySe actIveS ($1 or More)nySe GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
GCT Semi 5.00 +1.96 +64.5
LiCycle rs 4.24 +1.41 +49.8
TexPcLd s 750.00 +167.93 +28.9
JumiaTch 9.29 +1.79 +23.9
GpSuprvi 7.17 +.97 +15.6
NextdrH 2.53 +.32 +14.5
EmerHldg 6.08 +.76 +14.3
HimnsHrs 23.75 +2.96 +14.2
SpireGl rs 10.52 +1.31 +14.2
WileyJA 40.13 +4.60 +12.9

nySe loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
B&N Ed rs 8.65 -8.65 -50.0
Velo3D rs 3.36 -1.65 -32.9
Corecivic 11.61 -3.81 -24.7
Chegg 2.79 -.91 -24.6
BigLots 2.07 -.59 -22.2
DesktpM rs 3.84 -1.06 -21.6
VicarSrg rs 8.12 -1.93 -19.2
SignetJwlrs 87.18 -18.55 -17.5
AnywhRE 3.19 -.63 -16.5
RingCentrl 28.65 -5.64 -16.4

Stock exchanGe hIGhlIGhtS

Name       Vol (00)     Last    Chg
Nvidia s 14013137 131.88 +11.00
Apple Inc s 6344654 212.49 +15.60
Tesla 4059541 178.01 +.53
Longever rs 3630078 3.19 +2.15
AMD 2387845 159.63 -8.24
SoFiTech 2239739 6.46 -.53
MarathDig 2111627 19.47 +.20
SiriusXM 1995700 2.61 +.05
Intel 1819618 30.45 -.29
CleanSp 1681090 17.71 +2.13

naSdaq actIveS ($1 or More)naSdaq GaInerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Kaival rs 5.96 +4.37 +274.8
Longever rs 3.19 +2.15 +206.7
ZappElec rs 2.17 +1.35 +164.0
Mediaco 2.79 +1.73 +163.2
Barfresh 3.03 +1.57 +107.5
CoreSci wt 5.25 +2.39 +83.6
Wheeler rs 2.80 +1.19 +73.9
WeTouch n 2.96 +1.17 +65.4
iLearn 7.79 +3.04 +64.0
RebornCoff 7.73 +2.99 +63.1

naSdaq loSerS ($2 or More)
Name         Last      Chg    %Chg
Volcon rs 4.73 -5.59 -54.2
Baijiayun rs 2.68 -2.77 -50.8
VisEdTch rs 2.85 -2.40 -45.7
CNS Phr rs 2.79 -2.26 -44.8
IntractStr rs 2.87 -2.33 -44.8
QXO Inc rs 134.21 -85.79 -39.0
CareCloud 2.29 -1.36 -37.3
Tharimun rs 3.35 -1.85 -35.6
GorillaTc rs 3.05 -1.63 -34.8
BoundBio n 6.56 -3.06 -31.8
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Close: 5,431.60

1-week change: 84.61 (1.6%)

S&P 500
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Local Roundup

Unsafe levels 
of E. coli found 
in Paris’ Seine 
River before 
Olympic

PARIS (AP) — Water in 
the Seine River had unsafe 
elevated levels of E. coli 
less than two months before 
swimming competitions are 
scheduled to take place in it 
during the Paris Olympics, 
according to test results pub-
lished Friday.

Contamination levels in 
the first eight days of June, 
after persistent heavy rain in 
Paris, showed bacteria such 
as E. coli and enterococci 
beyond limits judged safe 
for athletes.

The report was pub-
lished by monitoring group 
Eau de Paris one day after a 
senior International Olym-
pic Committee executive 
said there were “no rea-
sons to doubt” races will 
go ahead as scheduled in a 
historic downtown stretch 
of the Seine near the Eiffel 
Tower.

The first Olympic event 
in the cleaned-up Seine is 
men’s triathlon, including 
a 1.5-kilometer (under 1 
mile) swim, on the morning 
of July 30. The women’s tri-
athlon is the next day and a 
mixed relay event is on Aug. 
5.

Marathon swimming 
races over 6.2 miles for 
women and men are sched-
uled on Aug. 8 and 9, 
respectively, in waters that 
were historically polluted 
before a $1.5 billion invest-
ment ahead of the Olym-
pics

“We are confident that 
we will swim in the Seine 
this summer,” IOC offi-
cial Christophe Dubi said 
Thursday at an online brief-
ing after hearing an update 
Paris from city officials and 
Olympic organizers.

Despite the IOC’s public-
ly expressed confidence, the 
final decision on approving 
the events safe for athletes 
should rest with the gov-
erning bodies of individual 
sports, World Aquatics and 
World Triathlon.



By LINDSAY 
WHITEHURST 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The Supreme Court 
on Friday struck down a 
Trump-era ban on bump 
stocks, the rapid-fire gun 
accessories used in the 
deadliest mass shooting in 
modern U.S. history, in a 
ruling that threw firearms 
back into the nation’s polit-
ical spotlight.

The high court’s con-
servative majority found 
that the Trump administra-
tion overstepped when it 
changed course from prede-
cessors and banned bump 
stocks, which allow a rate of 
fire comparable to machine 
guns. The decision came 
after a gunman in Las Vegas 
attacked a country music 
festival with semiautomatic 
rifles equipped with the 
accessories.

The gunman fired more 
than 1,000 rounds into the 
crowd in 11 minutes, send-
ing thousands of people 
fleeing in terror as hundreds 
were wounded and dozens 
killed.

The ruling thrust guns 
back into the center of the 
political conversation with 
an unusual twist as Demo-
crats decried the reversal 
of a GOP administration’s 
action and many Republi-
cans backed the ruling.

The 6-3 majority opinion 
written by Justice Clarence 
Thomas found the Justice 
Department was wrong to 
declare that bump stocks 
transformed semiautomatic 
rifles into illegal machine 
guns because, he wrote, 
each trigger depression in 
rapid succession still only 
releases one shot.

The ruling reinforced the 
limits of executive reach 
and two justices — con-
servative Samuel Alito and 
liberal Sonia Sotomayor 
— separately highlighted 
how action in Congress 
could potentially provide a 
more lasting policy, if there 
was political will to act in a 
bipartisan fashion.

Originally, imposing a 
ban through regulation rath-
er than legislation during 
Donald Trump’s presidency 
took pressure off Repub-
licans to act following the 
massacre and another mass 
shooting at a high school in 
Parkland, Florida. Prospects 
for passing gun restrictions 
in the current divided Con-
gress are dim.

President Joe Biden, who 
supports gun restrictions, 
called on Congress to rein-
state the ban imposed under 
his political foe. Trump’s 
campaign team meanwhile, 
expressed respect for the 
ruling before quickly pivot-
ing to his endorsement by 
the National Rifle Associa-
tion.

As Trump courts gun 
owners while running to 
retake the presidency, he 
has appeared to play down 
his own administration’s 
actions on bump stocks, tell-
ing NRA members in Febru-
ary that “nothing happened” 
on guns during his presi-
dency despite “great pres-
sure.” He told the group that 
if he is elected again, “No 
one will lay a finger on your 
firearms.”

The 2017 mass shooting 
in Las Vegas was carried out 
by a high-stakes gambler 
who killed himself, leav-
ing his exact motive a mys-
tery. A total of 60 people 
were killed in the shooting, 
including Christiana Duarte, 
whose family called Fri-
day’s ruling tragic.

“The ruling is really just 
another way of inviting 
people to have another mass 
shooting,” said Danette 
Meyers, a family friend and 
spokesperson. “It’s unfortu-
nate that they have to relive 
this again. They’re really 
unhappy.”

Republican Nevada Gov. 
Joe Lombardo, the former 
county sheriff in Las Vegas 
who has refused to sign 
multiple gun control mea-
sures the Democrat-con-
trolled Legislature has sent 
to his desk, said in a state-
ment Friday, “While I have 

always been a supporter of 
the Second Amendment, I 
have been a vocal opponent 
of bump stocks since my 
time in law enforcement, 
and I’m disappointed by the 
Supreme Court’s decision 
today.”

The opinion comes after 
the same Supreme Court 
conservative supermajority 
handed down a landmark 
decision expanding gun 
rights in 2022. The high 
court is also expected to rule 
in another gun case in the 
coming weeks, challenging 
a federal law intended to 
keep guns away from peo-
ple under domestic violence 
restraining orders.

The arguments in the 
bump stock case, though, 
were less about Second 
Amendment rights and more 
about whether the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives, a Justice 
Department agency, had 
overstepped its authority.

Bump stocks are acces-
sories that replace a rifle’s 
stock, the part that rests 
against the shoulder. Invent-
ed in the 2000s, they har-
ness the gun’s recoil energy 
so that the trigger bumps 
against the shooter’s station-
ary finger, allowing the gun 
to fire at a similar speed as 
an automatic weapon.

The Supreme Court 
majority found that the 1934 
law against machine guns 
defined them as weapons 
that could automatically 
fire more than one shot by 
a single function of the trig-
ger. Bump stocks don’t fit 
that definition because “the 
trigger must still be released 
and reengaged to fire each 
additional shot,” Thomas 
wrote. He also pointed to 
over a decade of ATF’s 
findings that claimed bump 
stocks weren’t automatic 
weapons.

The plaintiff, Texas gun 
shop owner and military 
veteran Michael Cargill, 
applauded the ruling in a 
video posted online, pre-
dicting the case would have 
ripple effects by hampering 

other ATF gun restrictions. 
“I’m glad I stood up and 
fought,” he said.

In a dissent joined by her 
liberal colleagues, Justice 
Sotomayor said that bump 
stocks fit under the ordinary 
meaning of the law: “When 
I see a bird that walks like 
a duck, swims like a duck, 
and quacks like a duck, I 
call that bird a duck,” she 
wrote. The ruling, she said, 
could hamstring the ATF 
and have “deadly conse-
quences.”

ATF Director Steve 
Dettelbach echoed the sen-
timent, saying that bump 
stocks “pose an unaccept-
able level of risk to public 
safety.”

Al Pfister
Sale Manager

Call Al • 260-760-8922
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Supreme Court strikes down Trump-era ban on 
rapid-fire rifle bump stocks, reopening political fight




