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Almco zoning petition will be revisited in August
By JONATHAN SNYDER
After two hours of deliberation, 

the Wells County Area Plan Com-
mission motioned to continue a 
rezoning petition for Almco Steel 
Products. 

Jim Almdale and Gary Aschli-
man represented Almco Steel, 
which is looking to rezone 38.82 
acres of land at 1115 West Lan-
caster St., west of its main plant, 

from an agricultural residential 
zone to a heavy industrial zone. 
Almdale stated that the rezoning 
will lay the groundwork for future 
projects for the company. 

Area Plan Commission board 
member Jarrod Hahn noted that 
there are no immediate plans 
drawn up for the property; Almco 
will still have to get approval for 
building plans.

Once the board opened the 
meeting for public comments 
about the petition, all of the 
approximately 40 people in atten-
dance stood against it. A petition 
against the zoning appeal with 
over 190 signatures was also pre-
sented to The News-Banner. Once 
a concerned member of the public 
was finished, applause followed 
from the other members in atten-

dance.
Susan Grove opened the pub-

lic comments, stating that Alm-
co’s plan does not pay reasonable 
regard to any of the five require-
ments for the APC to pass a rezon-
ing petition. Grove stated that the 
area has severe flooding issues 
affecting Oak Street. She also said 
the increased truck traffic from 
Almco’s expansion poses a safety 

risk for children at the bus stop 
corner of Lancaster and Baldwin 
streets. Dallas Moser also cited the 
lack of sidewalks in the area as an 
already hazardous venture for chil-
dren walking to the bus stop with 
or without the increased traffic.

Grove also felt the lack of an 
immediate plan for the site was 
a lack of regard for responsible 

Ouabache 
lunchers 
learn all 
about wild 
turkeys

By BARBARA
BARBIERI

Ouabache State Park’s Lunch 
and Learn event Thursday noon at 
the park was “all about wild tur-
keys” as presented by two men, 
Dion Jordan and Pat Novarre, from the National 
Wildlife Turkey Federation.

Special guests were students who were taking 
the Teen/Junior Indiana Master Naturalist class 
with Friends of Ouabache members serving as 
staff. Jody Heaston, director of the program for the 
state of Indiana, welcomed all and introduced the 
speakers.

The program, which included slides, was titled 
“Introduction to Turkeys 101”, with Jordan giving 
some basic turkey information that included: baby 

turkeys are called poults, the 10 to 15 eggs in a 
nest is called a clutch, a gobbler is a male turkey, 
one bird can have from 5,000 to 6,000 feathers, 
turkeys eat plants (and bugs when they are babies), 
gizzards allow turkeys to eat acorns and feather 
patterns are different for birds in different area. 

The Federation is divided into five areas with 
this area being in the Eastern area. (Others areas 
are Osceola (Florida), Rio Grande, Merriam’s 
(Rocky Mountain) and Gould’s (Mexico/New 
Mexico).

Dion Jordan, left, and Pat Novarre, right, both enthusiastic members 
of the National Wild Turkey Federation, were the featured speakers at 
the Lunch and Learn gathering at Ouabache State Park on Thursday. 
They explained feather patterns on turkeys vary by where they live. 
Special guests for the event were the students who were participat-
ing in the Teen/Junior Indiana Master Naturalist Camp. (Photo by Bar-
bara Barbieri)

(Continued on Page 2)

Kehoe Park will not 
be a part of DORA

By HOLLY GASKILL
Kehoe Park will not be includ-

ed in a proposed Designated Out-
door Recreation Area in down-
town Bluffton. 

DORAs, created by the state 
last year, allow people to hold 
and consume alcoholic beverages 
within the area boundary. There 
is a drafted proposal to create a 
DORA for downtown Bluffton 
to promote downtown businesses 
and events, as well as simplify the 
event permitting process. The pro-
posal is still in the early stages. 

Superintendent Brandy Fiechter 
said it was “very kind of them to 
make the offer” to include Kehoe 
Park but believed it might over-
complicate the park’s current event 
bartending. The board expressed 
similar sentiments and said they 
could reconsider after seeing feed-
back or potential implementation. 

The board approved two 
change orders, adding underd-
rains in the pickleball court at 
Lancaster Park for $8,300 and 
$650 to pave asphalt millings on 

(Continued on Page 2)

Mental health summit 
highlights mobile 
crisis teams growth

By MIA HILKOWITZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
Non-police mobile crisis teams 

are now responding to mental 
health crises in 59 Indiana coun-
ties, increasing access to mental 
health care and relieving the bur-
den on medical providers and law 
enforcement officers across the 
state. 

“What we’re doing is creating 
another provider type,” said Lind-
say Potts,  a state mental health 
and addiction division direc-
tor. “You’ve got fire, EMS, law 
enforcement, and now you have 
mobile crisis teams.” 

Appearing in front of a crowd 
of educators, business execu-
tives and health care leaders at 
the 2024 Indiana Mental Health 
Roundtable Summit on Wednes-
day, state officials with the Indi-
ana Division of Mental Health and 
Addiction shared how the state has 
increased the presence of mobile 
crisis teams—a team of behavioral 
health professionals who can pro-
vide specialized mental health care 
to those in crisis.

If you or someone you know is 
currently experiencing thoughts of 
suicide or a mental health crisis, 
call 988 to reach a trained crisis 
specialist 24/7.

They also highlighted the 
growth of Certified Community 
Behavioral Health Clinics state-
wide since Senate Enrolled Act 1 
went into effect in May 2023. The 
24/7 clinics provide mental health 
and addiction services to all Hoo-
siers regardless of diagnosis, insur-
ance, residence or age.

SEA 1 aimed to improve Hoo-
siers’ access to mental health care. 
The law required the Indiana Divi-
sion of Mental Health and Addic-
tion to maintain the 988 suicide 
and crisis hotline, mobile assess-
ment teams and crisis stabilization 
units. It also reauthorized the Indi-
ana Behavioral Health Commis-
sion. 

Before SEA 1 went into effect, 
mobile crisis teams were respond-
ing to mental health crises in just 
16 Indiana counties. Potts said 
Indiana also now has four call cen-
ters and one text center to respond 
to 988 crisis hotline calls.

Legislators allocated $100 mil-
lion for the program in the 2023 
state budget but the IBHC esti-
mated the project to cost around 
$130 million a year when it fully 
matured. On June 4, however, the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services accepted Indiana 

Makah Tribe could harpoon whales 
again as U.S. waives conservation law

By GENE JOHNSON,  Associated Press
SEATTLE (AP) — The United States granted the 

Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought 
waiver Thursday that helps clear the way for its first 
sanctioned whale hunts since 1999 and sets the stage 
for renewed clashes with animal rights activists.

The Makah, a tribe of 1,500 people on the north-
western tip of the Olympic Peninsula, is the only 
Native American tribe with a treaty that specifically 
mentions a right to hunt whales. But it has faced more 
than two decades of court challenges, bureaucratic 
hearings and scientific review as it seeks to resume 
hunting for gray whales.

The decision by NOAA Fisheries grants a waiver 
under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, which oth-
erwise forbids harming marine mammals. It allows the 
tribe to hunt up to 25 Eastern North Pacific gray whales 
over 10 years, with a limit of two to three per year. 
There are roughly 20,000 whales in that population.

The tribe celebrated the decision but said it took 
far too long.

“Whaling remains central to the identity, culture, 
subsistence, and spirituality of the Makah people, and 
we regard the Gray Whale as sacred,” Makah Tribal 

Council Chairman Timothy J. Greene Sr. said in a 
written statement. “In the time since our last success-
ful hunt in 1999, we have lost many elders who held 
the knowledge of our whaling customs, and another 
entire generation of Makahs has grown up without 
the ability to exercise our Treaty right or experience 
the connections and benefits of whaling that our 
ancestors secured for us.”

The hunts will be timed in an effort to avoid 
harming endangered Western North Pacific gray 
whales that sometimes visit the area — about 200 to 
300 remain — as well as a group of about 200 gray 
whales that generally spend summer and fall feeding 
along the Northwest coast.

Nevertheless, some hurdles remain. The tribe must 
enter into a cooperative agreement with the agency 
under the Whaling Convention Act, and it must obtain 
a permit to hunt, a process that involves a monthlong 
public comment period.

Animal rights advocates, who have long opposed 
whaling, could also challenge NOAA’s decision in 
court. DJ Schubert, a senior wildlife biologist with 
the Washington, D.C.-based Animal Welfare Insti-

(Continued on Page 2)(Continued on Page 2)

Supreme Court preserves access to abortion medication
By MARK SHERMAN 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Supreme Court on Thursday 
unanimously preserved access to a 
medication that was used in nearly 
two-thirds of all abortions in the 
U.S. last year, in the court’s first 
abortion decision since conser-
vative justices overturned Roe v. 
Wade two years ago.

The nine justices ruled that 

abortion opponents lacked the 
legal right to sue over the federal 
Food and Drug Administration’s 
approval of the medication, mife-
pristone, and the FDA’s subse-
quent actions to ease access to it. 
The case had threatened to restrict 
access to mifepristone across the 
country, including in states where 
abortion remains legal.

Abortion is banned at all stages 
of pregnancy in 14 states, and after 

about six weeks of pregnancy in 
three others, often before women 
realize they’re pregnant.

Justice Brett Kavanaugh, who 
was part of the majority to over-
turn Roe, wrote for the court on 
Thursday that “federal courts are 
the wrong forum for address-
ing the plaintiffs’ concerns about 
FDA’s actions.”

The opinion underscored the 
stakes of the 2024 election and 

the possibility that an FDA com-
missioner appointed by Repub-
lican Donald Trump, if he wins 
the White House, could consider 
tightening access to mifepristone, 
including prohibiting sending it 
through the mail.

Kavanaugh’s opinion managed 
to unite a court deeply divided 
over abortion and many other divi-
sive social issues by employing a 
minimalist approach that focused 

solely on the technical legal issue 
of standing and reached no judg-
ment about the FDA’s actions. 
Kavanaugh’s seven “pro-life” ref-
erences to abortion opponents may 
have been the only language in his 
opinion that revealed anything of 
his views on abortion.

While praising the decision, 
President Joe Biden signaled Dem-
ocrats will continue to campaign 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)
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Almco zoning Weather
Friday, June 14, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:38 p.m. Thursday)
High: 90; Low: 69; Precipitation: 0.05 inches of rain
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.60  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 84. North wind 5 

to 10 mph. 
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a low around 59. Northeast 

wind 5 to 10 mph. 
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 83. East wind around 

5 mph. 
Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 59. 

East wind around 5 mph. 
Sunday: Sunny and hot, with a high near 92.
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 71.
Monday: Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 97.
Monday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 74.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 95.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 74.
Juneteenth: Mostly sunny and hot, with a high near 95.

 Contest Contest
 YOUR DAD

RANDOM DRAWING WINNERS

Colson Lehman (Age: 4)
(Dad - Greg Lehman)

Hunter Lehman (Age: 7)
(Dad - Greg Lehman)

Hector Arnold (Age: 11) 
(Dad - Bryce Arnold)

Congratulations!
Your gift certi� cates are in the mail!

AGES LEVELS
4 - 6

AGES LEVELS
7 - 8

AGES LEVELS
9+

The foundation was formed in 1973 
as a conservation effort as the num-
ber of birds for hunters to hunt were 
declining due to habitat destruction 
and unregulated hunting. The reloca-
tion of birds was also started with the 
discovery of a net that allowed the 
birds to be caught safely for re-loca-

tion.
The federation has a license plate 

fund-raising project that secures funds 
for the conservation efforts which in 
2023 were conducted at 10 sites in the 
country. 

The campers also had been taught 
turkey calls by Jordan and Novarre 
with the luncheon lecture ending with 

the campers giving a demonstration. 
The equipment for doing the call was 
provided by the speakers.

The next Lunch and Learn event 
will be held on Thursday, July 11, 
when Alan Daugherty will talk about 
his book about Iris specialist E.B. Wil-
liamson.

barb@news-banner.com

the interurban trail. Later, 
the board OK’ed Fiechter 
to pursue quotes for repav-
ing at Roush Park.

Fiechter advised the 
department has received a 
permit for the stabilization 
project for the Rivergreen-
way and should know in 
July if they’ve received a 
necessary grant. 

Fiechter also reported 

that a new pool shed, built 
by a local Scout, is nearly 
complete. Meanwhile, park 
staff learned that the baby 
pool will not be usable 
due to multiple complica-
tions. Fiechter said cur-
rent plans are to break up 
the pool, cover it, and then 
move chemical storage, 
but it will be contingent on 
finances. 

Also during the meeting, 

the board:
• Permitted to park addi-

tions from the community 
— a Little Free Library 
along the trail outside St. 
Joseph Catholic Church and 
Cook Williams Iris Garden 
monument. 

• Recognized a $1,000 
grant from Walmart for new 
pool chairs, a $1,177.55 
donation from Lowe’s for 
the pool shed, $1,000 from 

the Wabash River Heri-
tage Corridor Commission, 
a $500 donation for Rock 
Steady Boxing donation, 
and a $125 donation for 
Kehoe Park. 

• Reviewed event partici-
pation, noting that 132 peo-
ple have signed up for the 
summer miles challenge and 
there were 18 park pavilion 
rentals in May. 

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

into its CCBHC Medicaid Demon-
stration Program, which will provide 
reimbursement through Medicaid for 
the costs clinics incur treating patients 
without insurance or other form of 
payment. 

“We don’t spend time in a crisis try-
ing to figure out what insurance you 
have,” said Jay Chaudhary, the direc-
tor of the Indiana Division of Mental 
Health and Addiction. “This is all a lot 
different than the regular way the med-
ical system works.” 

Chaudhary said his department 
hopes the eight clinics participating 
in the federal pilot program will start 
offering expanded services in January 
2025. 

“Big picture, it will allow us and 
our providers to design behavioral 
health care systems that meet the needs 
of communities kind of as they are, 
as opposed to responding to payment 
structures,” Chaudhary told the Indi-

ana Capital Chronicle.
Addressing youth mental health
Chaudhary also emphasized dur-

ing the panel that the federal funding 
would help youth who receive Indiana 
Medicaid coverage, connecting to the 
focus of Wednesday’s mental health 
summit. 

Wednesday was the second time 
the Indiana Mental Health Round-
table, founded by Indiana Lt. Gov. 
Suzanne Crouch in 2021, has hosted a 
summit. It partnered with Riley Chil-
dren’s Health to organize Wednes-
day’s event. The day-long event fea-
tured more than a dozen speaker and 
breakout sessions. The topics of these 
sessions ranged from how educa-
tors could incorporate new resources 
into their schools to a breakdown of 
Medicaid’s reimbursement for mental 
health care.

Crouch said the roundtable decid-
ed to focus on youth mental health 
after seeing how young Indiana resi-

dents have struggled with anxiety and 
depression since the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“They are the future of Indiana and 
we want to be sure that the conversa-
tion is about how we can prepare them 
for that future,” Crouch told the Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle. “So this is an 
issue we have to take on.” 

Crouch said that while extra fund-
ing, such as that provided under the 
medicaid demonstration program, is 
helpful to provide more resources, the 
state should also look at how it’s using 
the resources it currently has—some-
thing the summit encourages people to 
do. 

“It’s not a question of money, it’s 
really a question of how we deliver,” 
Crouch said. “It’s important that we 
have these kinds of conversations and 
bring these kinds of experts in to talk 
about our delivery of service and how 
we are actually getting services to peo-
ple.”

(Continued from Page 1)

tute, said his organization 
would object to the issuance 
of the hunt permit but likely 
wait until final approvals 
are given before deciding 
whether to sue.

He noted that while the 
Eastern North Pacific gray 
whale population appears 
healthy now, it has fluctu-
ated wildly in recent years, 
and no one knows how the 
whales will fare as climate 
change continues to affect 
the Arctic. Scientists esti-
mate that as much as 40% of 
the population died off from 
2018 to last year before it 
began to recover.

“We completely respect 
the tribe’s cultural practices 
and traditions,” Schubert 
said. “We just fundamen-
tally disagree that they need 
to hunt whales to continue 
those traditions. We hope 
that as this decision-making 
process plays out, perhaps 
the Makah Tribe and the 
government could reconsid-
er the need to hunt whales 
and advocate for protection 
instead of persecution.”

Archeological evidence 
shows that Makah hunters in 
cedar canoes killed whales 
for sustenance from time 
immemorial, a practice that 
ceased only in the early 20th 
century after commercial 
whaling vessels depleted the 
population.

By 1994, the Eastern 
Pacific gray whale popula-
tion had rebounded, and 
they were removed from 
the endangered species list. 
Seeing an opportunity to 
reclaim its heritage, the tribe 
announced plans to hunt 
again.

The Makah trained for 
months in the ancient ways 
of whaling and received the 

blessing of federal officials 
and the International Whaling 
Commission. They took to 
the water in 1998 but didn’t 
succeed until the next year, 
when they harpooned a gray 
whale from a hand-carved 
cedar canoe. A tribal member 
in a motorized support boat 
killed it with a high-powered 
rifle to minimize its suffering.

It was the tribe’s first suc-
cessful hunt in 70 years.

The hunts drew protests 
from animal rights activ-
ists, who sometimes threw 
smoke bombs at the whalers 
and sprayed fire extinguish-
ers into their faces. Others 
veered motorboats between 
the whales and the tribal 
canoes to interfere with the 
hunt. Authorities seized sev-
eral vessels and made arrests.

After animal rights groups 
sued, the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals overturned 
federal approval of the tribe’s 
whaling plans. The court 
found that the tribe needed 
to obtain a waiver under the 
1972 Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act.

Eleven Alaska Native 
communities in the Arc-
tic have such a waiver for 
subsistence hunts, allowing 
them to kill bowhead whales 
— even though bowheads 
are listed as endangered.

The Makah Tribe applied 
for a waiver in 2005. The 
process repeatedly stalled as 
new scientific information 
about the whales and the 
health of their population 
was uncovered.

Some of the Makah 
whalers became so frus-
trated with the delays that 
they went on a rogue hunt 
in 2007, killing a gray whale 
that got away from them and 
sank. They were convicted 
in federal court.

(Continued from Page 1)

heavily on abortion ahead of 
the November elections. “It 
does not change the fact that 
the right for a woman to get 
the treatment she needs is 
imperiled if not impossible 
in many states,” Biden said 
in a statement.

Marjorie Dannenfelser, 
president of SBA Pro-Life 
America, expressed disap-
pointment with the ruling, 
but trained her fire on Dem-
ocrats. “Joe Biden and the 
Democrats are hell-bent on 
forcing abortion on demand 
any time for any reason, 
including DIY mail-order 
abortions, on every state in 
the country,” Dannenfelser 
said.

About two-thirds of 
U.S. adults oppose banning 
the use of mifepristone, or 
medication abortion, nation-
wide, according to a KFF 
poll conducted in February. 
About one-third would sup-
port a nationwide ban.

The high court is sepa-
rately considering another 
abortion case, about wheth-
er a federal law on emer-
gency treatment at hospi-
tals overrides state abortion 
bans in rare emergency 

cases in which a pregnant 
patient’s health is at serious 
risk.

More than 6 million 
people have used mifepris-
tone since 2000. Mifepris-
tone blocks the hormone 
progesterone and primes 
the uterus to respond to the 
contraction-causing effect 
of a second drug, misopro-
stol. The two-drug regi-
men has been used to end 
a pregnancy through 10 
weeks gestation.

Jillian Phillips, of North 
Brookfield, Massachusetts, 
took mifepristone after she 
suffered a miscarriage eight 
years ago. She eventually 
passed the remains of her 
nine-week pregnancy, which 
she buried in a memorial 
garden.

“It should have never 
been something we had to 
win,” Phillips, a 42-year-
old mother of three, said. 
“These are decisions that 
should be happening in a 
medical exam room, not 
courtrooms.”

Health care providers 
have said that if mifepris-
tone is no longer available 
or is too hard to obtain, they 
would switch to using only 

misoprostol, which is some-
what less effective in ending 
pregnancies.

Biden’s administration 
and drug manufacturers 
had warned that siding with 
abortion opponents in this 
case could undermine the 
FDA’s drug approval pro-
cess beyond the abortion 
context by inviting judges 
to second-guess the agen-
cy’s scientific judgments. 
The Democratic administra-
tion and New York-based 
Danco Laboratories, which 
makes mifepristone, argued 
that the drug is among the 
safest the FDA has ever 
approved.

The decision “safeguards 
access to a drug that has 
decades of safe and effec-
tive use,” Danco spokes-
woman Abigail Long said in 
a statement.

The plaintiffs in the mife-
pristone case, anti-abortion 
doctors and their organiza-
tions, argued in court papers 
that the FDA’s decisions 
in 2016 and 2021 to relax 
restrictions on getting the 
drug were unreasonable and 
“jeopardize women’s health 
across the nation.”

Kavanaugh acknowl-

edged what he described 
as the opponents’ “sincere 
legal, moral, ideologi-
cal, and policy objections 
to elective abortion and to 
FDA’s relaxed regulation of 
mifepristone.”

Federal laws already pro-
tect doctors from having to 
perform abortions, or give 
any other treatment that 
goes against their beliefs, 
Kavanaugh wrote. “The 
plaintiffs have not identi-
fied any instances where a 
doctor was required, not-
withstanding conscience 
objections, to perform an 
abortion or to provide other 
abortion-related treatment 
that violated the doctor’s 
conscience since mifepris-
tone’s 2000 approval,” he 
wrote.

In the end, Kavanaugh 
wrote, the anti-abortion 
doctors went to the wrong 
forum and should instead 
direct their energies to per-
suading lawmakers and reg-
ulators to make changes.

Abortion rights advo-
cates mainly breathed a sigh 
of relief after the decision, 
but they echoed Biden about 
the impact of the decision 
two years ago.

(Continued from Page 1)
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growth. Grove stated that 
several of her neighbors 
are concerned with con-
taminated water coming 
into the Wabash River and 
poor air quality, a sentiment 
echoed by Carolyn Ritchey. 
Ritchey also did not see a 
way for the APC to reverse 
course back to an agricul-
tural zone if the land is not 
used for industrial purpos-
es. 

Ron Nelson cited noise 
and traffic concerns, stating 
that he’s heard trucks run 
through the area with engine 
brakes at 3 a.m. Arlene and 
Ron Whetler, Harry Lane 
and Jon Dubae echoed these 
traffic concerns.

“I was amazed when 
we moved in here,” Nelson 
said. “We didn’t want the 
country, and we didn’t want 
the city, we wanted an in-
between (option). And I’m 
dealing with truck traffic on 
a scale that I didn’t see in 
Fort Wayne.”

Kent Thompson, who 
grew up on Lancaster Street, 
stated that while he under-
stands Almco is landlocked 
and expansion would help, 
he does not see the need 
for the whole area to be 

rezoned. He added that there 
could be a buffer around 
the property while keeping 
some of the acres agricultur-
ally zoned. 

“Not the whole 38.82 
acres. I see no reason for 
that,” Thompson said. “I 
realize this wouldn’t be 
the cure-all. I’m sure there 
would be increased truck 
traffic, but I also know what 
it’s like to have a business. 
You’re never going to please 
everybody, there’s no two 
ways about it.”

Kari Cale of Poneto, 
Polly Wymer of Markle, 
Sarah Beedon, Philip Grove 
and James Bowman all 
made further comments 
against the rezoning peti-
tion, citing infrastructure 
concerns with flooding in 
the area, potentially affected 
property values, and a gen-
eral negative feeling that the 
west side of Bluffton is con-
tinually industrializing.

After public comments 
finished, Almdale stated that 
while there is no immediate 
plan, the company has con-
sidered buffer and shielding 
around the property and the 
location of the expansion.

Almdale mentioned a 
potential plan for an exten-

sion of Hale Street going 
west and turning back south 
towards Lancaster Street, 
stating that it could help 
divert the truck traffic away. 
Commission member John 
Schuhmacher asked about 
the realistic expectations 
for a new street — Laut-
zenheiser said that unless 
alternative funding can be 
secured, Almco would be 
the main benefactor in the 
road’s construction.

The board also stated 
that plans to address drain-
age and safety problems 
would have to be shown in 
a development plan. The 
lack of immediate plans for 
the rezoned property gave 
the commission reason to 
make the petition more mal-
leable. Lautzenheiser asked 
Almdale if a partial rezon-
ing of the property would be 
acceptable, which Almdale 
was receptive to. 

Hahn also noted that the 
property could have busi-
ness restrictions placed on 
it, preventing the area from 
becoming something like a 
landfill or slaughterhouse in 
the future. Hahn stated that 
the commission has to look 
at the potential uses for the 
new zoning, and the restric-

tions will prevent the area 
from getting a more unsight-
ly business.

The petition was given a 
60-day continuance and will 
be revisited at the board’s 
Aug. 1 meeting.

The commission also 
approved a building addi-
tion, sidewalks and parking 
for Daniel Dubach at 505 
South Main St. in Bluffton. 
Dubach’s 600-square-foot 
addition on the south side 
of his business will have 
new parking spaces along 
Central Avenue. The plans 
have been signed off by the 
heads of the electric, fire, 
wastewater, water, build-
ing and street departments 
after some adjustments were 
made to ensure parking did 
not encroach on the nearest 
sidewalk. 

The commission also 
cleared two violations for 
Sarah Swinford and Thomas 
Reinhard. Reinhard’s junk 
violation has been cleared 
from 10017 South 200 West 
in Keystone, and Swinford 
has removed two sections 
of fence encroaching on her 
neighbor’s property at 527 
South Marion St. in Bluff-
ton.

jonathan@news-banner.com
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By WHITNEY 
DOWNARD

Indiana Capital Chronicle
A high-ranking senator 

accused the state’s leading 
hospital lobbying organiza-
tion of being “responsible 
for the gradual breakdown 
of trust” between lawmakers 
and hospital systems after 
the most recent legislative 
session, as documented in a 
four-page letter shared with 
the Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle.

Sen. Chris Garten, a 
Republican from Charles-
town, wrote that some leg-
islators had described the 
Indiana Hospital Associa-
tion as “arrogant” and “dis-
ingenuous.” 

The letter, addressed to 
the IHA’s board of directors, 
named former organization 
president Brian Tabor, who 
stepped down earlier this 
year. In a statement, Tabor 
maintained that his decision 
predated the March letter 
and wasn’t related to Gar-
ten’s comments.

The sometimes brash 
Senate majority floor leader 
has built a reputation for 
grilling various state agen-
cies and others on regulato-
ry details and project costs, 
most notably with the Indi-
ana Gaming Commission. 
More recently, he ques-
tioned licensing delays and 
welcome center expenses 
during a lengthy State Bud-
get Committee meeting.

In an interview, however, 
Garten struck a more concil-
iatory tone. Both sides were 
quick to emphasize a contin-
ued commitment to working 
together. 

But the exchange casts a 
shadow on the 2025 legisla-
tive session.

Lawmakers plan to tack-
le health care pricing, ongo-
ing Medicaid expenses and 
potentially the oft-debated 
Hospital Assessment Fee. 
Hospitals would like to alter 
the fee’s current structure, 
which offsets Healthy Indi-
ana Plan 2.0 expenses, in a 
way that they say will ben-
efit both health systems and 
state government.

Contents of the letter
Garten has spearheaded 

several legislative efforts 
related to hospitals and also 
chaired the interim Health 
Care Cost Oversight Task 
Force, which relied upon 
and utilized testimony from 
IHA. He was the Senate 
sponsor on a disputed pro-
posal that he cited in his let-
ter.

House Enrolled Act 1004 
in 2023, tracking hospital 
pricing compared to Medi-
care prices, elicited push-
back from Tabor and others.

“My colleagues and I met 
weekly with representatives 
from different hospitals and/
or IHA to discuss their con-
cerns about the policy we 
were implementing. Amidst 
the multiple versions of the 
bill and several amendments, 
I consistently gave IHA the 
opportunity to review lan-
guage before it was shared 
with my legislative col-
leagues to provide your orga-
nization with time to submit 
feedback because I believe 
their intentions to be pure, 
despite that fact that conver-
sations between IHA and 
other members of my caucus 
had grown contentious,” Gar-
ten wrote in the letter.

Garten said people on 
both sides of the issue made 
concessions but he was 
“taken aback” by IHA’s 
mass emails and public 
messaging following the 
bill’s ultimate passage. 

Though the organiza-
tion has consistently down-
played research from the 
RAND Corp. ranking Indi-
ana’s hospital prices as 
among the nation’s most 
expensive, Garten said IHA 
has used RAND research to 
support other causes. 

“For many in my caucus, 
this was indicative of the 
type of games they had seen 
IHA play in the past, but for 
me, it was the first real sig-
nal of organizational insin-
cerity — I absolutely took 
note,” he wrote. 

Garten’s letter indicates 
that the perceived “hypocrit-
ical messaging” on RAND 
was a topic of a “candid con-
versation” between he and 
Tabor on August 7, 2023, 
prior to meetings of the 
health care costs task force. 

Both parties “commit-
ted to moving forward on a 
good note,” Garten wrote, 
which he said he demon-
strated by granting early 
access to committee agen-
das and limiting the publica-
tion of certain data related to 
hospital reporting. 

The final committee 
report seeded four bills dur-
ing the 2024 session, one 
of which became law: Sen-
ate Bill 9. The unsuccessful 
proposals include Senate 
Bill 257, Senate Bill 258 
and House Bill 1327. 

Senate Bills 257 and 258 
were shared in advance with 
IHA staff, Garten said, add-

ing that a staffer worked 
behind the scenes to ensure 
bills weren’t heard in com-
mittee without consulting 
Garten.

The proposals would 
have given third party 
administrators and phar-
macy benefit managers a 
fiduciary duty to insurance 
sponsors and prohibited 
physician compensation for 
in-system referrals, respec-
tively. House Bill 1327 
would have required health 
care entities to report a 
breakdown of their owner-
ship data.

On Senate Bill 9, Gar-
ten said he “accommodated 
many of their requests” in 
bill amendments, including 
defining “health care entity” 
and “acquisition” along-
side confidentiality require-
ments. The underlying bill, 
which passed, requires 
health systems notify the 
Office of Attorney Gen-
eral of a planned merger or 
acquisition. 

“I believed that these 
edits … would extend 
across the hallway when SB 
9 was in the House, and yet 
IHA spearheaded a coordi-
nated effort to kill the bill 
once they felt my attention 
was diverted elsewhere. 
This is disingenuous behav-
ior and bad business,” Gar-
ten wrote. “Let me be clear, 
I have no issue with IHA (or 
any other group) voicing 
opposition for legislation 
that they feel is counterpro-
ductive to the success of 
their industry. In fact, I wel-
come it — stakeholder input 
directly correlates to better 
bills for Hoosiers. That is 
not the issue here.”

Instead, he said that his 
experience with IHA’s rep-
resentatives was not uncom-
mon among lawmakers but 
that such repeated instances 
prevented the two parties 
from having “honest, pro-
ductive conversation for 
the betterment of Hoosiers 
and those who choose to do 
business in our great state.”

“There is a deep divide 
between legislators and hos-
pitals because of the way 
IHA continues to conduct 
itself, and it would go a 
long way toward mending 
that relationship if the board 
and each hospital would dis-

courage this type of behav-
ior,” Garten wrote.

He concluded by empha-
sizing a commitment to 
working with hospitals to 
lower health care costs, say-
ing that he had great con-
versations with individual 
hospitals. 

Three months later
Garten said in an inter-

view that the legislature’s 
relationship with IHA has 
improved since sending the 
letter.

“As I continue to navigate 
the health care space, I found 
it more and more difficult 
to really have a very can-
did conversation with folks 
on the other side of some 
of these issues … For me, 
that’s key,” Garten said. “… 
I remain open and optimistic 
about 2025 and the upcom-
ing session and, frankly, the 
already improved commu-
nication between legislation 
and hospitals and the lead-
ership at Indiana Hospital 
Association.

“I think we all share the 
same goals: we want to 
deliver good quality health 
care to Hoosiers at the most 
competitive prices possi-
ble. And you know, maybe 
we’re going to have some 
debates along the way on 
how we get there, but I think 
the goals are shared goals.”

An IHA statement from 
current leadership noted the 
role it plays in crafting leg-
islative proposals related to 
hospitals and voicing con-
cerns about potential actions. 

“IHA and the 170 hos-
pitals we represent have a 
long-standing mission of 
providing high quality care 
to all Hoosiers 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week,” board 
chair Steve Holman said. 
Holman is also the president 
and CEO of Union Health in 
Terre Haute. 
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Police NotebookBeverly J. Tuttle, 90
Beverly J. Tuttle, 90, of Bluffton, passed away on 

Thursday morning, June 13, 2024, at Lutheran Hospital 
in Fort Wayne.

Funeral arrangements are currently pending with the 
Lemler family of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home in 
Bluffton.
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Calling: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Saturday, June 15.

Service: 1 p.m. Saturday, 
June 15 at the funeral home.

INCIDENTS
City:
Wednesday, 2:08 p.m., 

700 block of Clark Avenue. 
Welfare check requested 
for dog. No answer at door, 
possibly because dogs 
do not have opposable 
thumbs.

Wednesday, 2:11 p.m., 
800 block of South Wayne 
Street. Report of a wounded 
deer in caller’s yard.

Wednesday, 4:13 p.m., 40 
block of Hi Lo Drive. Report 
of barking dogs.

Wednesday, 4:18 p.m., 
Eyecare Associates. Report 
of a homeless man camping 
behind shed on property.

Wednesday, 6:48 p.m., 
500 block of East Arnold 
Street. Report of a dead deer 
in alley behind home.

Wednesday, 8:55 p.m., 
Bluffton Senior Villas. Wel-
fare check requested for sub-

ject playing guitar on porch. 
Subject was fine.

Wednesday, 9:26 p.m.. 
Budget Inn. Caller reported 
subject smoking marijuana 
and sending pictures. Noth-
ing found.

Wednesday, 9:42 p.m., 
Kroger. Report of domestic 
altercation.

Thursday, 7:48 a.m., S.R. 
124 and North Main Street. 
Report of large rocks in 
roadway.

Thursday, 9:51 a.m., 100 
block of East Wabash Street. 
Report of overgrown bushes 
obstructing street view.

Thursday, 11:40 a.m., 400 
block of East Market Street. 
Report of stolen debit card.

County:
Wednesday, 3:29 p.m., 

S.R. 1 and 400 North, 
Bluffton. Officer assisted 
subjects with overheating 
vehicle.

Wednesday, 6:40 p.m., 
S.R. 124 and North 100 
West, Bluffton. Report of 
hay in the roadway.

Thursday, 12:59 a.m., 
Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to John Robert Garcia 
II.

Thursday, 3:29 a.m., 
North 700 East and East 200 
North, Craigville. Driver 
cited for speeding 75 in a 55 
mph zone.

Ossian:
Wednesday, 6:39 p.m., 

S.R. 1 and East 1100 North, 
Ossian. Officer tagged 
abandoned vehicle with flat 
tire.

Wednesday, 11:03 p.m., 
100 block of West Roe 
Street, Ossian. Caller report-
ed crying in the area.

ACCIDENTS
County:
 Jay Garfield, 51, Mont-

pelier, didn’t see the driver 

ahead of them turning in 
time. Garfield’s Chevrolet 
Silverado collided with a 
Pontiac Sunfire driven by 
Shawnee Francis, 37, Bluff-
ton. Garfield’s Silverado 
entered the ditch before 
striking near the front pas-
senger side tire of the Sun-
fire. Damages did not exceed 
$25,000.

ARRESTS
Brian Douglas Digman, 

33, Bluffton; promoting 
prostitution, a Level 4 felo-
ny, child solicitation, a Level 
5 felony, and sexual battery, 
a Level 6 felony. Bond set at 
$45,000.

Robert J. Garcia II., 25, 
Temecula, California.; deal-
ing narcotic drug, a Level 2 
felony, resisting law enforce-
ment, a Class A misdemean-
or, and possession of para-
phernalia, a Class C misde-
meanor. No bond set.

Adams County 
investigating death

The Adams County Sheriff’s Office is currently conduct-
ing a thorough investigation into the recent death of Shaun 
P. McDermott, 43, Decatur. 

“Our thoughts and condolences are with the family and 
friends of the deceased during this difficult time,” said 
Adams County Sheriff Dan Mawhorr. “We are committed 
to conducting a comprehensive investigation to uncover the 
facts and provide answers.” 

Authorities are working diligently to gather all pertinent 
information and determine the circumstances surrounding 
the incident.

The Sheriff’s Office has not released further details at this 
time, as the investigation is ongoing. However, authorities 
have confirmed that they are pursuing all leads and gather-
ing evidence to ascertain the cause and manner of death.

Agencies assisting in the investigation were the Adams 
County Coroner’s office and the Adams County EMS.

Indiana Court of Appeals 
weighs constitutionality 
of handgun restrictions 
for indicted persons
By MIA HILKOWITZ, Indiana Capital Chronicle

The Indiana Court of Appeals heard arguments 
Tuesday on whether prohibiting individuals under 
indictment from carrying a handgun violates the Sec-
ond Amendment. 

Arthur Moore believes the state violated his right 
to bear arms when it charged him with a misdemeanor 
for unlawful carrying of a handgun while he had other 
pending criminal charges. 

However, an attorney for the state argued the statute 
used to convict Moore is consistent with the nation’s 
historical tradition of regulating firearms and was nec-
essary to protect public safety.

Restricting rights based on allegations
At the center of Tuesday’s hearing was an Indiana 

statute that prohibits a person under indictment from 
carrying a handgun in public. Moore’s attorney, Joel 
Schumm, said the state restricted his client’s Second 
Amendment right based on allegations that he commit-
ted a crime, rather than a conviction.

Moore was involved in a car accident Dec. 19, 2022. 
According to court filings, police found a handgun, 
magazine and a loose round of ammunition in Moore’s 
car when they responded to the scene. At the time of 
the accident, Moore had already been charged with 
three separate Level 6 felonies for sexual battery, deal-
ing marijuana and maintaining a common nuisance, but 
had not been convicted. 

Prosecutors used the statute to charge and later con-
vict Moore with a Class A misdemeanor carrying a 
one-year jail sentence.

Moore previously filed a motion to dismiss the 
handgun charge in May 2023, but a lower trial court 
denied this motion. He filed a notice of appeal in Sep-
tember 2023, and asked the appeals court to vacate his 
conviction. 

Deputy Attorney General Ellen Meilaender said 
Indiana used judicially determined probable cause to 
charge Moore with having the handgun in this case. 
However, Court of Appeals Judge Paul Felix — who 
oversaw the hearing along with Judges Elizabeth Tavi-
tas and Dana Kenworthy — pointed out the statute 
does not explicitly require judicial review and determi-
nation to restrict a person under indictment from carry-
ing a handgun. 

“We have a presumption of innocence until proven 
guilty,” Tavitas said. “How do you reconcile that?”

The three judges questioned Schumm about if his 
client sought a facial challenge — where the appellant 
argues the statute is unconstitutional under all circum-
stances — or an as-applied challenge, where the court 
could deem the statute’s application to Moore’s specific 
case unconstitutional. Schumm said he was seeking an 
as-applied challenge, but that there are still constitu-
tional issues with the regulation. 

“This is a very targeted challenge to a very broad 
provision,” Schumm said. 

Historical tradition of regulating firearms 
Meilaender said Indiana Code is consistent with 

founding-era “surety laws.” According to the South 
Carolina Law Review, colonial surety laws allowed 
an individual, who others think is likely to “breach the 
peace” while carrying a weapon, to appear in front of a 
justice of the peace. If the judge thought the individual 
was likely to breach the peace, they could require a 
surety bond. If the individual broke the requirements of 
the bond, they could face a jail sentence or other pun-
ishment. 

However, Moore’s attorney argued this is not an 
accurate historical comparison for his conviction, since 
the surety laws allowed the accused person to simply 
post a bond to carry a handgun — an option not afford-
ed under Indiana Code. 

Schumm also said a pending felony charge does not 
automatically mean Moore is dangerous. He argued the 
state did not consider Moore’s individual case to deter-
mine his “dangerousness” — instead it relied on the 
blanket restriction — and that he has not been accused 
of violent conduct. 

Meilaender pushed back on the argument that 
Moore’s crimes were “low-level felonies,” especially 
his Level 6 felony charge for sexual assault. 

“These are violent crimes,” Meilaender said. 
Schumm also said the code prevents Moore from 

carrying a handgun for self-defense in his car.
“Self-defense is so important to Hoosiers,” Schumm 

said.  
Meilaender, on the other hand, said Indiana Code 

allows Moore to still have a handgun at home and does 
not prevent him from carrying other weapons, includ-
ing a rifle, for self-defense. 

There is no time limit for the Court of Appeals judg-
es to issue a decision in the case.

Senator’s letter critical of hospital association 
casts shadow on 2025 health care discussions

Follow us on Twitter at...twitter.com/newsbanner
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By The Associated Press 
Today is Friday, June 

14, the 166th day of 2024. 
There are 200 days left in 
the year. This is Flag Day.

Today’s Highlight in 
History: On June 14, 1775, 
the Continental Army, fore-
runner of the United States 
Army, was created.

On this date:
In 1777, the Second Con-

tinental Congress approved 
the design of the original 
American flag.

In 1911, the British 
ocean liner RMS Olympic 
set out on its maiden voy-
age for New York, arriving 
one week later. (The ship’s 
captain was Edward John 
Smith, who went on to com-
mand the ill-fated RMS 
Titanic the following year.)

In 1919, John Alcock 
and Arthur Whitten Brown 
embarked on the first non-
stop flight across the Atlan-
tic Ocean.

In 1940, German troops 
entered Paris during World 
War II; the same day, the 
Nazis began transporting 
prisoners to the Auschwitz 
concentration camp in Ger-
man-occupied Poland.

In 1943, the U.S. 
Supreme Court, in West Vir-
ginia State Board of Educa-
tion v. Barnette, ruled 6-3 
that public school students 
could not be forced to salute 
the flag of the United States.

In 1954, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
signed a measure adding the 
phrase “under God” to the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Today in History

European ‘far right’ issues 
a stinging rebuke to elites 

“The far right made big gains in European 
elections,” reads the Associated Press head-
line on last week’s European Parliament elec-
tions. Lest you wonder why you should dread 
gains by the “far right,” the lead sentence of 
the article notes that the EU has “roots in the 
defeat of Nazi Germany and fascist Italy.”

For many readers, that juxtaposition is a 
reminder of the sharp rise in Nazi party per-
centages in Weimar Republic elections from 
3% in 1928 to 18% in 1930, 33% and 37% in 
1932, and 43% in 1933.

So is fascist dictatorship on the rise in 
Europe once again? No, and for multiple 
reasons.

First, European voters usually don’t take European 
Parliament elections seriously. The parliament can 
only amend or veto legislation passed by the non-
elected European Commission and thus is mostly a 
talking shop. Turnout in EU elections has usually been 
well below that in national elections, and in many 
countries, voters typically cast protest votes in the 
knowledge that the winners will have only limited 
ability to set policy.

Second, the gains for the supposed “far-right” par-
ties can easily be overstated. The Identity and Democ-
racy Party increased from 49 seats to 62, and the 
nonaligned, not all of which is classed as “far right,” 
increased from 62 to 102. That sounds like a big shift, 
but “far-right” parties still hold only a small minority 
of the parliament’s 720 seats.

Third, and most importantly, the “far-right” par-
ties don’t stand for anything like Hitler’s Nazis or 
Mussolini’s fascists. Even the Brothers of Italy party, 
members of which have praised Mussolini, is now sol-
idly committed to constitutional democracy. Its leader, 
Giorgia Meloni, has been Italy’s prime minister since 
Oct. 2022, and it’s no more totalitarian than Italy’s 
center-left Democrats, which has historical roots in the 
Communist Party.

The losers in the EU elections are the Green, pro-
EU, Left and Socialist parties. European and American 
journalists, imbibing the assumptions of vulgar Marx-
ism or American New Dealers, have long assumed 
voters use their votes to grab others’ money and that 
their natural response to discontent is to seek econom-
ic redistribution.

But in post-welfare-state Europe, redistribution has 
gone about as far as it can go — or at least not many 
voters seem to want it to go further. Protest voters are 
unhappy about other aspects of the status quo. One 
reason, writes The New York Times’ David Leonhardt, 
is “because mainstream parties have dismissed public 
opinion on a major problem: the enormous rise of 

immigration.”
Or, as maverick conservative Andrew 

Sullivan put it, over the last decade, “in 
response to a volatile public mood, Western 
elites actually intensified their policy of 
importing millions of people from the devel-
oping world to replace their insufficiently 
diverse and declining domestic populations.”

As a result, 19% of Germany’s popula-
tion is foreign-born, as is 15% of Spain’s 
and 13% of France’s, with many offspring 
of previous immigrants living in suburban 
high-rise ghettoes.

Academics and journalists, puzzled that 
modest-income voters don’t demand eco-

nomic redistribution, tend to ascribe unease about 
immigration to racism or “status anxiety.” Allegedly 
bigoted voters just don’t like dark-skinned people or 
fear losing their “white privilege.”

But there’s a better explanation: Too many of the 
immigrants there are committing violent crimes or are 
violently trying to impose what Europeans regard as 
their oppressive religious restrictions on native Euro-
pean young women and gay men. Or massacre jour-
nalists who run cartoons of the prophet.

Similar increases in immigration from culturally 
hostile backgrounds help explain why Britain’s Con-
servatives are about to be swept from power after 14 
years and why, despite low unemployment, President 
Joe Biden is trailing in the polls.

You don’t have to be racist or anxious about your 
status to be upset if you face an increased risk of 
being violently attacked or killed. You don’t have to 
be unaware that a country with a declining population 
needs more young workers to oppose governments 
that welcome hundreds of thousands of immigrants 
hostile to your culture and uninterested in actually 
working.

The gains for “far-right” parties may not change EU 
policies much, but they’re likely to affect politically 
responsible national leaders. France’s President Emman-
uel Macron has called a snap two-round election.

French conservative party leader Eric Ciotti has 
announced an alliance with the hitherto boycotted “far-
right” National Rally of Marine Le Pen and 28-year-
old Jordan Bardella. With all three parties in Germa-
ny’s governing coalition running behind the verboten 
Alternative for Germany party, a snap election may be 
in order there as well.

European elites who opened borders and dismissed 
those worried about the consequences as racist have 
suffered a stinging rebuke. Maybe American elites 
who have done the same will also suffer electorally.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Michael
Barone

Father’s Day: A 
1974 plumbing disaster

In 1974, when I was 11, I flushed an 
apple core down the toilet.

You see, my father had remodeled 
our basement into a family room with a 
powder room.

Always looking to save a buck — he 
had six kids to feed on one income — he 
bought the cheapest toilet he could find.

It never did work right, and since we 
couldn’t afford a plumber, my father 
spent much of his spare time unclogging 
it.

Armed with this knowledge, then, it’s 
remarkable I did what I did.

One Sunday morning, after chomp-
ing on a large Washington apple, I lay on the family room 
couch, too lazy to get up and properly dispose of it.

I noticed, some 12 feet away, that the toilet lid was up.
In a moment of insanity, I aimed the core at the toilet 

and flicked my wrist. The core floated majestically in the 
air, a perfect trajectory, then landed in the center of the 
bowl with a satisfying “kir-plunk!”

I later flushed it and never gave it another thought 
— until a few months later when another clogging was 
reported.

As fate would have it, this happened on a Sunday morn-
ing, as I lay on the couch, holding another Washington 
apple core. I watched television, while my father fought to 
free the clog.

But nothing would free it. The plunger failed, but not 
before he was soaking wet. Two jars of Drano had no 
effect. Even the plumber’s snake, which my father bor-
rowed from our neighbors when all other measures failed, 
would not dislodge the mother of all clogs.

In a fit of rage, my father unbolted the toilet from the 
floor. In one mighty heave, he lifted it off its mount and set 
it in front of the television.

He knelt before the black hole in the floor. He reached 
his mighty paw inside, then his forearm, then his biceps.

His head was pressed hard against the cold, wet lino-
leum, sweat dripping off his nose, the veins in his temples 
about to explode.

His eyes lit up.
He had something.
He carefully removed his biceps, his forearm and then 

his paw.
He was on his knees now staring at his clenched fist.
He slowly unpeeled his large, grimy fingers.
In the center of his palm, there it was: A black, rotten 

apple core.
I could go into detail about his incredible reaction — 

how he ran through the house shouting, “Who the hell 
flushed an apple core down the toilet?”

I could describe the shock and horror he felt when he 
discovered that his only son and only hope in carrying on 
the family name was the idiot who did it.

But I won’t. I will tell you I was paralyzed with fear, a 
fear born out of respect.

My father loved me and wanted the best for me. He 
wanted me to master basic virtues — at the very least to 
master common sense — and I failed spectacularly.

It would have been easy had he been like the weak, hap-
less fathers portrayed on television these days.

But he was the opposite of weak. He was not afraid to 
discipline me and strengthen me to prepare me for the dif-
ficult challenges all of us must face in life.

My heart aches for so many children who are without 
direction, because they lack guidance from a cantankerous, 
masculine father who dresses them down, so he can build 
them back better — into polite, sensible, responsible human 
beings.

The way my father did when I flushed an apple core 
down the toilet in 1974.

Tom Purcell is a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor columnist. 
tom@TomPurcell.com.

Tom
Purcell

Byron Donalds tells the truth 
and the left hates it

Several weeks ago, Wall 
Street Journal columnist 
and former Reagan speech-
writer Peggy Noonan wrote 
a column with the headline 
“We Are Starting to Enjoy 
Hatred.”

Her point was that, in 
our divided and polarized 
country, each side is no 
longer trying to “win over” 
those with whom they dis-
agree. Sides are now just 
entrenched in hatred for 
each other.

It is impossible to not wake up 
and read the news, or simply walk 
out into the street into a demonstra-
tion, which is becoming business as 
usual in Washington, D.C., where I 
work, and not appreciate the truth of 
Noonan’s observation.

As a Christian Black conservative, 
as I happen to be, dealing with per-
sonal attacks is something I accept as 
part of my business.

Now Florida Republican Rep. 
Byron Donalds, also a Black con-
servative, and someone whose name 
has been floated on Donald Trump’s 
“short list” of possible VP run-
ning mates, is getting a taste of this 
unpleasantness.

At a recent Republican gathering 
in Philadelphia, Donalds observed, 
“During Jim Crow, the Black family 
was together. During Jim Crow, more 
Black people were not just conserva-
tive — because Black people have 
always been conservative-minded — 
but more Black people voted conser-
vatively. And then ... Lyndon Johnson 

— you go down that road, 
and now we are where we 
are.”

Any person endowed 
with the brain he or she has 
received from God, a will-
ingness to use that brain and 
a modicum of good will to 
use reason in the pursuit of 
truth would grasp the point 
that Donalds was making 
that day.

Yet, Al Sharpton accused 
Donalds of saying Jim 

Crow was a “good” or “better” time 
for Blacks. Liberal MSNBC com-
mentator Joy Reid said Donalds sug-
gested Jim Crow was a “golden era” 
for Blacks. Soon the Biden campaign 
and Democratic leadership picked up 
with similar shameful distortions of 
Donalds’ remarks.

Donalds, of course, was not prais-
ing Jim Crow. He was lauding the 
strength and resilience of Black 
Americans to live their lives as pro-
ductively as possible during those 
horrible times. 

And he suggested that big govern-
ment ushered in by Lyndon Johnson 
after the Civil Rights Act of 1964 hurt 
rather than helped Blacks.

Regarding Blacks voting more 
conservatively during the Jim Crow 
years, the data is clear.

From 1965, the first presidential 
election after the Civil Rights Act, to 
2020, the average percent of Blacks 
voting Republican was 10.2%

But from 1936 to 1960, the aver-
age percent of Blacks voting Repub-
lican was 30%. In 1956, Republican 

Eisenhower received 39% of the 
Black vote. 

Donalds’ observation that Blacks 
voted more conservatively during the 
Jim Crow era is clear and correct.

Regarding the state of the Black 
family, Donalds’ point that the Black 
family was healthier during the Jim 
Crow era is also crystal-clear.

Per data compiled by Pew 
Research from Census and American 
Community Survey data, in 1960, 
four years before the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act, 61% of Blacks age 
18 and above were married. By 2021, 
this was down to 31%.

In June 1965, after the passage of 
the Civil Rights Act, Johnson spoke 
at prestigious Howard University 
to say that despite the new national 
civil rights law nullifying Jim Crow, 
and making racial discrimination 
unlawful, this, per Johnson, was not 
enough. Blacks were not ready, per 
Johnson, to be free.

In Johnson’s words then, “But 
freedom is not enough. You do not 
wipe away the scars of centuries by 
saying: Now you are free to go where 
you want and do as you desire and 
choose the leaders you please.”

Donalds tells the truth that things 
went in the wrong direction after the 
Civil Rights Act — more rather than 
less government.

Those on the left are free to chal-
lenge his arguments. But that is done 
through rational and logical discus-
sion. 

But they choose not this path, 
because they will lose.
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Tension with father’s family
Dear Annie: My older brother and I 

have been dealing with a touchy situa-
tion for years. We are both adopted; our 
parents divorced when we were very 
young, and they both remarried.

Our adoptive father was abusive, 
and our mother had her own share of 
issues stemming from major depres-
sion. We were primarily raised by our 
mother and stepfather, with occasional 
visits up north when my mother was 
going through her “episodes.”

After the divorce, we lost touch 
with our adoptive father’s family until 
around 1995. My adoptive father 
remained overseas with his new wife 
for most of our lives and only paid 
child support until our 18th birthdays. 
When he did return stateside, he told 
me he didn’t want anything to do with 
me or my brother.

Needless to say, I was very hurt by 
this, given that our previous conversa-
tions — only two — had been civil. 
He died in 2007 with these final words 
to me. My brother and I have an issue 
with our father’s sister and her husband 
(my aunt and uncle), who are in denial 
about his poor treatment of us.

She constantly wants to send us pic-
tures and other items of his, such as 
the American flag he received after his 
death. When we try to tell her we don’t 
want these mementos, she becomes 
defensive, even asking why. It’s hard 
to put into words why my brother and 
I don’t want these painful reminders 
of a man who didn’t care about us and 
was abusive. Add to that, when we get 
together (not often, as they live out of 
state), our aunt and grandmother (who 
died recently) constantly bad-mouthed 
our mother about her issues and how 
she raised us. This took place at least 
once in front of my brother and my 
nephew, which was truly heartbreak-
ing.

I sincerely believe my mother did 
the best she could, and we turned out 
OK. How do I confront my father’s 

family about this? 
I’ve tried telling 
my aunt straight 
out, but she gets 
defensive. Do I 
just grin and bear 
it in order to keep 
the peace? — 
Struggling

Dear Strug-
gling: Not want-
ing mementos of 
an abusive and 
absent father is 
very understand-
able. Your aunt’s 
defensiveness has 
nothing to do with you and your broth-
er and everything to do with her lack of 
compassion and empathy for the trau-
ma that you endured as a result of your 
father’s abuse.

Under no circumstances should you 
grin and bear it. Your aunt’s behavior 
is bullying — just like your father’s 
was. You can politely decline and ask 
her not to bring it up again. If she gets 
defensive, just ignore it and walk away. 
If they put down your mother again, 
stick up for her and kindly ask them to 
stop saying negative things about your 
mom.

You sound like you have a lot of wis-
dom and know that your mother did the 
best she could but suffered from a dis-
ease. No more tolerating this treatment 
from your father’s family. You suffered 
enough as a child, and it’s time to live a 
free, open and joyful life.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favorite 
columns on marriage, infidelity, com-
munication and reconciliation — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send your 
questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.
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Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNSGod is, indeed, in 
every place

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | June 8 - 14, 2024    | 15 Friday prime time

06/14 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
(4:30) TCT 
Prayer 

Believers Among Us Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Truths 
That 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Great-Videos (N) S.W.A.T. "The Promise" Blue Bloods Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii Five-0 
"Ho'amoano" 

Hawaii Five-0 "Mo'o 
'olelo Pu" 

WNBA-
Prega. (N) 

Basketball Los Angeles Sparks at Minnesota Lynx 
From the Target Center in Minneapolis. (L) (N) 

WNBA (N) Bull "Home for the 
Holidays" 

Bull "Survival Instincts" Bull "Grey Areas" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

NBA (L) (N) 2024 NBA Finals Game 4: Teams TBA Coverage of basketball 
action from the 2024 NBA Finals. (L) (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
(1:00) U.S. Open Golf Second Round From Pinehurst 
No. 2 in Pinehurst, N.C. (L) (N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Got Talent The world's most talented amateurs perform 
for star judges & compete for a life-changing prize. 

Dateline NBC (N) News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man
"Spanking"

Last Man
"Elfie" 

Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld
"The Deal" 

Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show 
"Overdose or Foul Play?" 

TMZ Live (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) The Big Bakeover (P)
(N) 

Animals 
(N) 

Funny Kids
(N) 

Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Lucy Worsley's Royal 
Photo Album 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Great Performances at the Met "Carmen" A new production of "Carmen" 
features mezzo-soprano Aigul Akhmetshina in the title role. (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Lucy Worsley's Royal 
Photo Album 

Context The Day PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Great Performances at the Met "Carmen" A new production of "Carmen" 
features mezzo-soprano Aigul Akhmetshina in the title role. (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle Castle Castle (:05) Castle (:05) Castle Castle

FX  24 132 136 148 Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<+++ Neighbors (2014, Comedy) Zac Efron,
Rose Byrne, Seth Rogen. 

<++ Step Brothers (2008, Comedy) John C. 
Reilly, Richard Jenkins, Will Ferrell. 

<+++ The Other Guys (2010, Comedy) Mark Wahlberg, Eva 
Mendes, Will Ferrell. 

<+++ Ted (‘12) Mila Kunis, Seth 
MacFarlane, Mark Wahlberg. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Yellowstone "You're 
the Indian Now" 

Yellowstone "Freight 
Trains and Monsters" 

Yellowstone "An 
Acceptable Surrender" 

Yellowstone "Going 
Back to Cali" 

<+++ The Dark 
Knight Rises 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) 2024 Men's College World Series Game 2: Teams TBA From Charles 

Schwab Field Omaha in Omaha, Neb. (L) (N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 UFC Live Around (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) SportCtr NBA (N) ESPN Films ESPN Films UFC Live NFL Live UFC (N) 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Cardinals 
Post (L) (N) 

Adventure 
Cities 

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 4 

Sports 
Stars 

Life New 
Jersey 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Chicago Cubs
From Wrigley Field in Chicago. 

Life New 
Jersey 

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 3 

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 4 

Overtime 
Elite 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(4:30) 
NASCAR 

NASCAR Cup Series (L) 
(N) 

Chicago Fire "Head 
Count" 

Chicago Fire "Counting 
Your Breaths" 

Chicago Fire "The Right 
Thing" 

Chicago Fire "Two 
Hundred" 

Chicago Fire "Dead 
Zone" 

Race to Survive: NZ
"Eels, Heels and Deals" 

(:45) 
Survive 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Hoffman Family Gold 
"Emptying the Tank" 

Hoffman "The Hoffmans 
Clutch Up" 

Gold Rush: Parker's 
Trail "Bull's Blood" 

Parker's Trail
"Motherlode M.I.A." (N) 

(:05) Hoffman "Richer by 
the Ounce" (N) 

(:10) Catch King Crab's return ignites a derby-style race; 
after losing the Saga, Jake joins Sig as co-captain. 

Parker's Trail
"Motherlode M.I.A." 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Unexpected Unexpected 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé: Happily Ever After? (N) 90 Day (N) MILF Manor 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained 
"Mysterious Earth" 

UnXplained "Venus: 
Earth's Evil Twin" 

The UnXplained "Alien 
Earthlings" 

UnXplained "Search for 
the Next Frontier" 

The UnXplained "Alien 
Moons" (N) 

(:05) The UnXplained (:05) The UnXplained (:05) The UnXplained 
"Alien Moons" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Ringside Seat" First 48 "Deadly Bluff" The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 "I Killed" The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< A Paris Proposal (2023, Romance) Nicholas 
Bishop, Kate Fahy, Alexa PenaVega. 

< A Heidelberg Holiday (2023, Romance) Frédéric 
Brossier, Nick Wilder, Ginna Claire Mason. 

< A Merry Scottish Christmas (2023, Drama)
Scott Wolf, James Robinson, Lacey Chabert. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:30) <+++ John Wick (‘14) Michael 
Nyqvist, Alfie Allen, Keanu Reeves. 

<+++ John Wick: Chapter 2 (2017, Action) Common,
Laurence Fishburne, Keanu Reeves. 

<+++ John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum (2019, Action) Halle Berry, Ian 
McShane, Keanu Reeves. 

(:55) Reginald "Blood, 
Sweat, and Glitter" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <+++ Boyz N the Hood Laurence Fishburne. (:05) <+++ 42 (‘13) Harrison Ford, Nicole Beharie, Chadwick Boseman. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:30) <++++ Star Wars: A New Hope (1977, 
Sci-Fi) Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill. 

(:15) <++++ Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back (1980, Sci-Fi) Harrison 
Ford, Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill. 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

<+++ Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (2016, 
Sci-Fi) Diego Luna, Alan Tudyk, Felicity Jones. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:00) <++ 
Footloose 

<+++ Back to the Future Part III (1990, Comedy)
Christopher Lloyd, Mary Steenburgen, Michael J. Fox. 

<+++ Back to the Future (1985, Comedy) Christopher Lloyd,
Crispin Glover, Michael J. Fox. 

<+++ Back to the Future Part II (1989, Comedy) Christopher 
Lloyd, Lea Thompson, Michael J. Fox. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office <+++ The Hangover (‘09) Bradley Cooper. 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) 2024 UEFA European Championship Germany 

vs. Scotland Group A. 
ARCA Menards Series Iowa Racing action from 
the ARCA Menards Series. (L) (N) 

I Am Kevin Harvick 2024 UEFA European Championship Germany 
vs. Scotland Group A. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Tomorrow" 9-1-1 "Cursed" 9-1-1 Mama June Mama June (N) Deb's House (P) (N) Mama June Deb's House

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Guy's Road Trip (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Guy's Road Trip
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 (4:00) < Fast & the Furious: Tokyo Drift <++ Fast & Furious (‘09) Paul Walker, Vin Diesel. <++ Fast Five (‘11) Paul Walker, Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel. <++ Fast & Furious 6 Vin Diesel. 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob <++ Sing 2 (‘21) Matthew McConaughey. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City < Big City Greens the Movie: Spacecation (‘24) Renee Elise Goldsberry. Big City Greens Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:35) <++ The Princess 
Diaries Julie Andrews. 

(:10) <++ The Princess Diaries 2: Royal Engagement (2004, 
Children) Julie Andrews, Héctor Elizondo, Anne Hathaway. 

(:50) <+++ Encanto (2021, Animated) Voices of María Cecilia 
Botero, Diane Guerrero, Stephanie Beatriz. 

The 700 Club <++ Zenon: The 
Zequel (P) 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:50) <+++ Furious 7 
(‘15) Vin Diesel. 

(:10) Ren Faire "Make 
Big Choices" 

(:05) Ren Faire "We're 
Done!" 

(:05) <+++ Wanted (2008, Action) Morgan 
Freeman, Angelina Jolie, James McAvoy. 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (L) (N) 

Fantasmas
(N) 

Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

Fantasmas 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:20) <++ Doomsday 
(‘08) Rhona Mitra. 

(:10) <++ Victor Frankenstein (‘15, Horror) James 
McAvoy, Jessica Brown Findlay, Daniel Radcliffe. 

<++ Death Race (‘08) Tyrese 
Gibson, Ian McShane, Jason Statham. 

(:45) <+++ A Most Violent Year (2014, Thriller)
Jessica Chastain, David Oyelowo, Oscar Isaac. 

(:50) <++ Revenge of the Green 
Dragons (‘14) Kevin Wu, Justin Chon. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:45) <+++ The Prince of Tides (‘91, Romance)
Barbra Streisand, Blythe Danner, Nick Nolte. 

Couples Th
"403" 

Couples Th
"404" 

<+++ Red Eye (‘05) Cillian Murphy, 
Brian Cox, Rachel McAdams. 

<++ I.S.S. (‘23) Chris Messina, John 
Gallagher Jr., Ariana DeBose. 

(:05) < Black Lotus (‘23) Frank Grillo,
Roland Møller, Rico Verhoeven. 

(:40) The 
Chi 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:05) <++ Devotion (‘22) Glen 
Powell, Jonathan Majors. 

(:25) < Pixie (2020, Comedy) Alec 
Baldwin, Ben Hardy, Olivia Cooke. 

< The Wrath of Becky (‘23) Seann 
William Scott, Lulu Wilson. 

< V for Vengeance (‘22) Grace Van 
Dien, Sean Maguire, Jocelyn Hudon. 

< Arsenal (‘17) John Cusack,
Johnathon Schaech, Nicolas Cage. 

(:35) <+++ 
Narc 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: It’s hard to 
see the world and compre-
hend God being all-know-
ing and everywhere all the 
time, concluding that He 
is in control. How can this 
be? – H.G.

Answer: The Lord 
asks, “Can anyone hide 
himself in secret places, 
so I shall not see him? … 
Do I not fill heaven and 
earth?” (Jeremiah 23:24).

David prayed, “Lord, 
You have searched me 
and known me. You know 
my sitting down and my 
rising up; You understand 
my thought afar off. You 
… are acquainted with all 
my ways. For there is not 
a word on my tongue, but 
behold, O Lord, you know 
it altogether. You have 
hedged me behind and 
before, and laid Your hand 

upon me” (Psalm 
139:1–5, NKJV).

W h i l e  D a v i d 
couldn’t explain the man-
ner of God’s omniscient 
(all-knowing) love, he 
could tell how it affected 
him: “Such knowledge is 
too wonderful for me; … 
I cannot attain it” (Psalm 
139:6, NKJV).

The psalmist acknowl-
edges God is, indeed, in 
every place. “Where can 
I go from your Spirit? 
Where can I flee from 
your presence? If I go up 
to the heavens, you are 
there; if I make my bed in 
the depths, you are there” 
(Psalm 139:7–8, NIV).

If one could climb 
to the highest heights 
or descend to the low-
est depths, one couldn’t 
escape the presence of 
Almighty God. This is 
what the omniscience 

(all-knowing) and omni-
presence (everywhere at 
once) of God means to 
us in practical terms. “If 
I rise on the wings of the 
dawn, if I settle on the far 
side of the sea, even there 
your hand will guide me, 
your right hand will hold 
me fast” (Psalm 139:9–10, 
NIV).

There’s no point of 
space, inside or outside 
the bounds of creation, 
where God is not pres-
ent. That’s why when the 
question is asked, “Who’s 
in control?” the answer 
without equivocation:“ 
God is!”

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900
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 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

Marion Wells
Service Consultant

Tyler Shaffer
Parts Manager

Barry Scott
Service Manager

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

Be Summer Ready

• RV’s • Golf Carts • ATV’s

Powerful Sound For 
OFF-Road Adventure

The Best On The Water. 
Loud & Clear!

• Sound Systems for boats

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901

www.hidaymotors.com
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Is your old vehicle 
as annoying as a 
dripping faucet?

BASKETBALL
NBA
FINALS

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Thursday, June 6

Boston 107, Dallas 89
Sunday, June 9

Boston 105, Dallas 98
Wednesday, June 12

Boston 106, Dallas 99
Friday, June 14

Boston at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Monday, June 17

x-Dallas at Boston, TBA
Thursday, June 20

x-Boston at Dallas, TBA
Sunday, June 23

x-Dallas at Boston, TBA

WNBA
Wednesday’s Games
Connecticut 83, Chicago 75
Thursday’s Games
Seattle 92, Dallas 84
Indiana 91, Atlanta 84
Las Vegas at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Chicago at Washington, 7:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Minnesota, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Connecticut at Dallas, 1 p.m.
New York at Las Vegas, 3 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Chicago at Indiana, 12 p.m.

Los Angeles at Atlanta, 3 p.m.
Seattle at Phoenix, 3 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL
FINALS

(Best-of-7)
(x-if necessary)

Saturday, June 8
Florida 3, Edmonton 0

Monday, June 10
Florida 4, Edmonton, 1

Thursday, June 13
Florida 4, Edmonton 3

Saturday, June 15
Florida at Edmonton, 8 p.m.

Tuesday, June 18
x-Edmonton at Florida, TBA

Friday, June 21
x-Florida at Edmonton, TBA

Monday, June 24
x-Edmonton at Florida, TBA

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Thursday’s Games

Detroit 7, Washington 2
Kansas City 4, N.Y. Yankees 3
Tampa Bay 3, Chicago Cubs 2
Minnesota 6, Oakland 2

Chicago White Sox at Seattle, late
Friday’s Games

Cleveland (Allen 6-3) at Toronto 
(Gausman 5-4), 7:07 p.m.

Detroit (Skubal 8-1) at Houston 
(Brown 2-5), 8:10 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Flexen 2-5) at 
Arizona (Nelson 3-5), 9:40 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Cleveland at Toronto, 3:07 p.m.
Detroit at Houston, 4:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Boston, 7:15 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Arizona, 10:10 

p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Thursday’s Games

Detroit 7, Washington 2
St. Louis 4, Pittsburgh 3
Tampa Bay 3, Chicago Cubs 2

Friday’s Games
St. Louis (Gibson 4-2) at Chicago 

Cubs (Wicks 1-2), 2:20 p.m.
Cincinnati (Greene 4-2) at Milwaukee 

(Peralta 4-3), 8:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Flexen 2-5) at 

Arizona (Nelson 3-5), 9:40 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

St. Louis at Chicago Cubs, 2:20 p.m.
L.A. Angels at San Francisco, 4:05 

p.m.
Miami at Washington, 4:05 p.m.
Philadelphia at Baltimore, 4:05 p.m.
Cincinnati at Milwaukee, 4:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Colorado, 9:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Arizona, 10:10 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

The Bluffton Parks & Recreation will 
be having a busy week next week. Here are 
some of the events they’ll be hosting.

5 in 5k Series — Run/Walk: Come out 
to the Wabash Pavillion at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
nights, June 18, June 25, July 2 and July 9 
for a 5k run or walk. These are casual, no-
pressure, untimed 5k’s. A clock will be pro-
vided if wanted, and refreshments are at the 
end of each race. Each race costs $1. There 
will also be free t-shirts for those who par-
ticipate in four of the five runs.

Last week, the series had over 90 partici-
pants.

Summer Solstice Sunrise Yoga: For just 
$10, anyone can head down to Pickett’s Run 
Park for yoga at 6 a.m. on Thursday, June 
20. No pre-registration is required for this 
event.

Afterward, a light breakfast and coffee 
will be provided.

Chicks run: At 7 p.m. Thursday, June 20 
will be a ladies-only run at Pickett’s Run 
Park.

Anyone wanting to join can head to race-
roster.com/events/2024/86896/chicks-run or 
register on race day at 6 p.m. that Thursday 
at the rover or Rider Rd 7 Wayne St.

Hot Diggity Dog Jog: Bring your furry 
friend to a dog-friendly activity day at 9 a.m. 
Saturday, June 22 at Pickett’s Run Park.

You and your dog can choose from a one-

mile run or 5k distances, and to follow the 
event, a ton of dog-friendly activities that 
include a photo booth and an agility course.

The cost to join is $20 which includes a 
doggie bandana, a fanny pack and a frisbee. 
Funds will raise money for the K9 Kom-
mons dog park.

Sign-ups are available online at rac-
eroster.com/events/2024/88158/hot-diggity-
dog-jog or that Saturday at 8 a.m.

Fastest Kid in Town: The Fastest Kid in 
Town competition will be taking place at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, June 22 at Pickett’s Run Park.

Kids ages 3-12 can compete in the race, 
which is a 50-yard dash for 3-4 year-olds 
and the rest a 100-yard dash. Ribbions to 
every participant and the top three boys and 
girls in the races will be awarded a medal.

Following the races, a foam party, splash 
pad and refreshments will be available.

The cost for the event is $5, and those 
interested can sign up at raceroster.com/
events/2024/88159/fastest-kid-in-town or 
on race day at 9:30 a.m.

Parlor City Trot: The annual Parlor City 
Trot will be happening for the 50th time at 
7:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 31.

The event includes a half marathon 5k or 
10k for runners to choose from. Early bird 
pricing ends on July 2. Participants can sign 
up at raceroster.com/events/2024/82437/
parlor-city-trot.

Habegger leads Indiana over Kentucky
Miken Habegger helped the Indiana bowling team defeat Kentucky over the weekend. 
His team won the competition at Strike Force Lanes in Greenfield with a high game 
of 946, a high series of 2,568 and ultimately winning 17,844 to 17,590 overall. Above, 
Habegger poses with the trophy the team won. (Photo provided)

Bluffton Parks & Recreation 
hosts multiple fun events in June

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

Fox Sports said Thursday it has acquired the rights to 
broadcast IndyCar starting in 2025, a move that gives the net-
work two of the biggest races in the world — the Indianapolis 
500 and NASCAR’s Daytona 500.

Fox Sports already broadcasts the first half of the NASCAR 
schedule. NASCAR in November announced a seven-year 
media rights deal that added two new partners and streaming 
elements as the 38-race schedule is spread over multiple net-
works and platforms.

Terms of the deal between IndyCar and Fox Sports were 
not revealed, but Fox promised all 17 races would receive net-
work broadcasts, as well as the two days of qualifying for the 
Indy 500. That guarantee covers the lifetime of the deal with 
IndyCar.

IndyCar said NBC Sports could not offer the same amount 
of national broadcast slots.

“This represents unrivaled exposure and provides an unpar-
alleled growth opportunity for the most competitive and enter-
taining motorsport on the planet,” IndyCar CEO Mark Miles 
said. “Fox Sports is a fully committed partner, ready to bring 
engaging and technically innovative coverage to millions of 
fans across the country while also promoting IndyCar thor-
oughly across all its platforms.”

NBC had held the rights to IndyCar since 2009 and its 
most recent three-year extension was believed to be worth $20 
million per season. But NBC Sports had moved coverage of 
all practices and qualifying sessions to its app, Peacock, and 
many of IndyCar’s races have been on cable. Earlier this sea-
son, NBC moved the crown jewel race at Long Beach to USA 
Network and received just over 300,000 viewers; the race had 
1.026 million viewers in 2023 when it was aired on NBC.

“We are very proud of our contributions to the growth of 
IndyCar over the past 16 seasons, generating record viewer-
ship, unprecedented promotion, and best-in-class production,” 
NBC said in a statement. “We want to thank the drivers, teams 
and owners for their partnership, and we look forward to pre-
senting the rest of the 2024 season to IndyCar’s loyal and pas-
sionate fans.”

By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Basketball Writer

Former Illinois standout Terrence Shannon 
Jr., a potential first-round NBA draft pick, was 
found not guilty Thursday on a rape charge 
after a jury in Douglas County, Kansas, spent 
less than two hours deliberating the verdict.

The 23-year-old Shannon was accused 
of committing sexual assault last September 
while visiting Kansas for a football game 
between the Illini and the Jayhawks. He was 
charged with rape or an alternative count of 
sexual battery, which led to him being sus-
pended for six games; a federal judge later 
reinstated him, ruling that his civil rights 
had been violated.

Shannon testified that he joined two 
roommates and a few Kansas players at a 
bar on Sept. 8, 2023, but he only had a few 
drinks and remembered everything that hap-
pened that night. Shannon said he didn’t 
learn of the rape allegation until several 
weeks later, and that he had never seen the 
18-year-old woman who had accused him 
until the case had begun.

The woman told police she was at the bar 

when a man, whom she later identified as 
Shannon, grabbed her buttocks and reached 
under her skirt to touch her. The woman 
claimed that the bar was crowded, so she 
was unable to move.

Shannon testified that a woman close 
to him had been raped and he would never 
treat another woman the same way.

Shannon’s lawyers called the allegations 
a “blind accusation” and questioned the 
motives of the woman. They also criticized 
the prosecutors in Douglas County for a 
lack of evidence and a Lawrence detective 
for the thoroughness of his investigation.

Many scouts had been watching the case 
closely ahead of the NBA draft, which is 
scheduled for June 26-27.

The 6-foot-6 Shannon, who can play 
point guard and shooting guard, played five 
seasons for Illinois. He was at his best this 
past season, averaging 23 points for a team 
that reached the Elite Eight before losing to 
eventual national champion UConn.

Shannon was voted first-team All-Big 
Ten and a third-team All-American by The 
Associated Press.

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. 
(AP) — Trevor Lawrence 
is getting paid more for his 
potential than his performance.

Lawrence and the Jack-
sonville Jaguars agreed 
Thursday to a five-year, 
$275 million contract exten-
sion that makes him one 

of the highest-paid quar-
terbacks in NFL history, 
according to a person famil-
iar with negotiations.

Lawrence’s deal includes 
$142 million fully guaran-
teed and a $37.5 million 
signing bonus, said the per-
son who spoke to The Asso-

ciated Press on condition of 
anonymity because neither 
side had announced the con-
tract publicly.

Lawrence will get an aver-
age of $55 million annually 
during the deal, tying him 
with Cincinnati’s Joe Burrow 
for the most in NFL history.

Jaguars extend Trevor Lawrence 
to a 5-year, $275M contract

Ex-Illinois hoops star Terrence 
Shannon Jr., potential 1st-round 
NBA draft pick, not guilty of rape

IndyCar moves to Fox 
Sports in 2025 after 
16 seasons with NBC

By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer

EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) — Alek-
sander Barkov led the way offensively, 
Sergei Bobrovsky was in peak form in goal 
once again and the Florida Panthers are on 
the verge of lifting the Stanley Cup.

Barkov set up a goal and scored another, 
Bobrovsky made 32 saves to extend his run 
of dominance and the Panthers held on to 
beat the Edmonton Oilers 4-3 in Game 3 of 
the Cup final Thursday night.

They can win the first title in franchise 
history as soon as Game 4 on Saturday night 
on Edmonton.

Florida took another step toward hock-
ey’s mountaintop by pouncing on a handful 
of Edmonton turnovers and keeping Connor 
McDavid from scoring a goal. A late rally 
got the Oilers within one but fell short.

Long before that, Barkov forced one of 
the giveaways by Evan Bouchard seconds 
before Sam Reinhart’s goal, netminder Stu-
art Skinner coughed up the puck on Vladi-
mir Tarasenko’s, and Darnell Nurse gave it 
away on Sam Bennett’s.

Barkov had one of the signature moments 
by getting past the defense and beating 
Skinner on a breakaway, quieting for some 
time the crowd fired up for the first Stan-

ley Cup Final game with fans in Edmonton 
since 2006.

It will take the Oilers completing a come-
back done just four times in NHL playoff his-
tory — and once in the final all the way back 
in 1942 — to end Canada’s Cup drought.

The last year a team based in Canada 
won it was Montreal in 1993, months before 
the Panthers’ inaugural season. Until this 
series, they had gone 1-8 in the final.

Behind Barkov and Bobrovsky, Florida 
has totally flipped that script. The two lead-
ing candidates for the Conn Smythe Tro-
phy as playoff MVP were arguably the two 
best players on the ice in Game 3, includ-
ing Barkov bouncing back from a high hit 
from Leon Draistail that knocked him out of 
Game 2 on Monday night.

Another big reason the Panthers got here, 
winger Matthew Tkachuk, also had a big 
assist and was responsible for turning up the 
pressure on Edmonton.

The Oilers wilted under it, losing a 
game in which they largely the better team 
but could not overcome ill-timed miscues. 
Skinner allowed four goals on 23 shots and 
Connor Brown, Philip Broberg and Ryan 
McLeod scored, while McDavid for the first 
time all playoffs looked frustrated and out of 
sorts.

Barkov, Bobrovsky and Panthers 
beat Oilers in Game 3 to move 
within win of Stanley Cup title



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

SERVICES

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively. Thursday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 01-05-24-36-45
Cash4Life — 01-23-34-35-36, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 02-09-10-16-18-19-27-31-32-

33-36-37-40-46-47-48-62-70-74-78, BE: 74
Daily Three-Midday — 03-09-00, SB:09
Daily Three-Evening — 08-01-08, SB: 09
Daily Four-Midday — 05-02-08-06, SB: 09
Daily Four-Evening — 09-04-01-04, SB: 09
Quick Draw Evening — 01-04-07-14-19-29-33-36-37-

47-54-58-59-64-66-68-71-74-75-76, BE: 33
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): 

$14.6 million
MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $47 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $34 million

JUNE 15-JUNE 22 - (Online 
Only Personal Property) - 
Estate of Glen Bowen, sell-
er. Clean 2005 Buick Lesa-
bre Custom w/77,000 miles, 
2004 Toyota Sienna LE mini 
van, 1987 Riviera Cruiser 24’ 
pontoon, 2004 Yamaha XLT 
jet ski, floating WaveRunner 
dock, lake equipment, modern 
furniture, household, electron-
ics, lawn and garden, patio 
furniture, tools, more. Auc-
tion preview & online bidding 
assistance June 22 from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m., 500 Lane 101 
Jimmerson Lake, Angola, IN. 
Sale manager Brandon Stef-
fen, 260-710-5684, The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-426-0633, 
steffengrp.com.
JUNE 16-23 - (Online Only) - 
Estate of Marilyn McQueary, 
seller. 2023 GMC Terrain 
Denali, AWD Edition w/2,130 
miles (like new), 1990 Cadil-
lac Allante, modern furniture, 
antiques, collectibles, tools, 
home furnishings, stained 
glass decorations, leaded 
glass lamps, home decor, 
kitchen items, jewelry, cloth-
ing, designer purses, Christ-
mas & Halloween decorations, 
swords, coins & silver, Glock 
45 9MM, more. Preview & 
online bidding assistance June 
18, June 20 from 3-6 p.m., 102 
S. Jefferson St., Ossian. Sale 
manager Rod Fetters, 260-
557-8451, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
426-0633.
BIDDING ENDS JUNE 17 - 
Online only firearm - Buroff 
and others, owners. Rifles, 
shotguns & handguns. Mar-
lin, Winchester, Remington, 
Browning, Bush Master, Colt, 
Walther. Review all registra-
tion information before bidding. 
Sale Manager Isaac Stoller, 
260-413-3515, The Steffen 
Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
steffengrp.com.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
JUNE 20 - 10 a.m. - Steve 
and Dave Bell, owners. Bell’s 
Auto & Truck Sale retirement 
liquidation! Antiques/primitives, 
automobile advertising, tool 
chests, rod iron, vintage enam-
eled signs, Ford tractor, Mer-
cedes convertible, John Deere 
mowers, pedal cars/tractors, 
skid loader, fire hydrants, traffic 
lights, thermometers, automo-
biles, automotive tools, shop 
equipment, more! Preview 
June 18, 3-5 p.m., 1420 Gos-
hen Ave., Fort Wayne. Pick up 
June 21, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., June 
24, 1-5 p.m., June 25, 9 a.m.-
noon. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
JUNE 22 - 10 a.m. - Charles 
Uptgraft, deceased, and Dee 
Uptgraft. 3295 E 450 S, Bluff-
ton, Indiana. 1931 Model A 
car with soft top, rumble seat, 
1962 Galaxy, nonrunning, 
1986 Chevy flatbed truck, non-
running, Chrysler 3.6 outboard 
motor, mowers, tools, Crafts-
man tool box, Arco 250 amp 
single phase welder, lawn 
and garden, household, furni-

ture, ice cream freezer, Nori-
take Gold Stein china, service 
for 12, old items, many other 
items. Vehicles will be sold at 
12:30 p.m. both live and on Hi 
Bid. Loy Auction.
JUNE 23 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bowen Family, sellers. 
Well cared for 2 bedroom lake 
cottage of Jimmerson Lake 
with 36’ of frontage, three sea-
son room,1 car garage, deck 
with outstanding views of Jim-
merson Lake/Part of the Lake 
James Chain. Open House: 
June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jimmerson 
Lake, Angola, IN. The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
JUNE 23 - 4 p.m. - Multiple 
consignors, owners. Online 
only consignment auction! 
1,000+ lots! Huge amount of 
hand tools, large assortment 
of household items, camping 
supplies, gun safe, dollhouses, 
lodge cookware, hunting items, 
photography accessories, gui-
tar, kitchen items, exercise 
equipment, restaurant equip-
ment and much more! Preview 
June 20, 3-5 p.m., 812 Elm 
Street, Decatur, IN. Pick up 
June 24, 1-6 p.m. and June 25, 
9 a.m.-noon. Krueckeberg Auc-
tion & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.
JULY 14-JULY 21 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Dave and 
Brenda Double, seller. 40 
Year collection of trains, pro-
fessionally milled lumber, 
downsizing custom craft store, 
shop tools, porcelain & other 
dolls, antiques, furniture, 
McCoy cookie jars, Hull pot-
tery.  Preview: July 11 and 18 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 540 W 
US 224, Uniondale. Pat Carter, 
sale manager, Steffen Group, 
824-3006, www. steffengrp.
com.
JULY 16 - 2-6 p.m. ET - 
(Online) - Farm: William C. 
Lee Trust. Property Loca-
tion: 6 miles south of Angola, 
IN, along E 700 S in Pleasant 
Lake, IN. 156+/- total acres, 
tillable farmland, timber, rec-
reational, pole barn, chicken 
barn, Steuben Twp., Steuben 
Co. Tract 1: 101+/- acres. Tract 
2: 50+/- acres. Tract 3: 5+/- 
acres. Open House by appoint-
ment: Rick Johnloz, 260-827-
8181, Neal Wolheter, 260-336-
2219, Jason Johnloz, 260-273-
9177. Halderman Real Estate 
& Farm Management, 800-
424-2324, halderman.com.
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

202 OAK FOREST DR
BLUFFTON GARAGE SALE
Women's, Juniors, Boys,
Men's clothing. Shoes. House-
hold items. Flat Screen TV.
Nordic Track Elliptical. Walker
with seat. Antique chest. Apple
Watch bands. Jun. 13 8:00
AM-6:00 PM, Jun. 14 9:00 AM-
5:00 PM, Jun. 15 9:00 AM-
Rain or Shine

2277 N SPRUCE DR LARGE
MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE
SALE HOME DECOR, TOYS,
VINTAGE, Boys 3T, Girls 6,
Women's S/M, Funko, Tools,
Jun. 13 8:30 AM-4:30 PM,
Jun. 14 8:30 AM-4:30 PM,
Jun. 15 8:30 AM-12

208 WHITE BRIDGE Ct., 124
E to Elm Grove, follow signs,
Thurs. 2-6, Fri. 9-5. Dresser,
lawn chairs, full size mattress,
beach chairs & umbrella, girls
clothes 8-12, boys 8-10, mix-
ture of sports cards, brand
new couch covers, household
items.

609 OAKDALE DRIVE OS-
SIAN YARD SALE Antiques,
collectibles, household items,-
jewelry gas stove ,electric dry-
er, canoe and much more
Jun. 14 10:00 AM-5:00 PM,
Jun. 15 9:00 AM-5:00 PM Rain
or Shine

ST. ALOYSIUS CHURCH

RUMMAGE SALE St. Aloy-
sius Church is hosting a
Rummage Sale from 9-4PM
on June 21-22 at the St.
Aloysius Activity Center lo-
cated at 14623 Bluffton Rd.
Proceeds benefit ongoing
Parish Projects with a portion
being donated to St. Henry's
Outreach Programs. Browse
household goods, baby and
children's clothing and toys,
puzzles, garden accessories,
etc. 260-622-4491
parish@stalyoder.org
https://www.stalyoder.org

Receive a free garage 
sale kit when placing  

a three day line  
classified ad.

Services

Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton Street
Department is accepting appli-
cations for a Laborer/Truck
Driver. The minimum educa-
tional requirement is a high
school diploma or equivalent.
Applicants must possess and
maintain a CDL License or ob-
tain one within the time limit.
The City utilizes E-Verify and
follows EEOC guidelines. Ap-
plications may be obtained
from the Clerk Treasurer's of-
fice, 128 East Market St,
Bluffton, IN between 8:00 am
and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday or
at www.blufftonindiana.net.

ADVERTISE YOUR

SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 877-
930-3271 (I)

Services

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch.  Call 1-833-
754-0929 (I)
ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 877-435-4229 (I)

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

LINE CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES: 
Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m.; Tuesday-Friday editions: 

day-before by 4 p.m.; Saturdays: Friday by noon.
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 Contest Contest

 Contest Contest Contest Contestt Contestt Contestt Contestt

Kerry Gentis, Manager

1308 S. Main St.
Bluffton, IN

(260) 824-0418

Father’s name: Greg Lehman
Drawn by: Colson Lehman

Age: 4

Father’s name: Klint Fiechter
Drawn by: Gil Fiechter

Age: 7

Father’s name: Davis Harris
Drawn by: Lauren Harris

Age: 7

 Brian Steffen
 Call

 824-2832
 Office of Bluffton Cemeteries
 www.themonumentcenter.com

Father’s name: Bryce Arnold
Drawn by: Murphy Arnold

Age: 9

Father’s name: Ross Kilgore
Drawn by: Naomi Kilgore

Age: 9

Father’s name: Klint Fiechter
Drawn by: Whitt Fiechter

Age: 10

Father’s name: Greg Lehman
Drawn by: Hunter Lehman

Age: 7

Father’s name: Dan Lautzenheiser
Drawn by: Landen Lautzenheiser

Age: 8

Father’s name: Chris Leas
Drawn by: Harper Leas

Age: 8

Sunday, 
June 16

FCC (Adams), LLC 
Berne, IN 

Join Our Team 

Apply using the QR Code 
or finding us on Indeed FCC (Adams), LLC 

Berne, IN 

Join Our Team 

Apply using the QR Code 
or finding us on Indeed 

FCC (Adams), LLC 
Berne, IN 

Join Our Team 

Apply using the QR Code 
or finding us on Indeed 

FCC (Adams), LLC 
Berne, IN 

Join Our Team 

Apply using the QR Code 
or finding us on Indeed 

123 Harvest Road.
Bluff ton, IN 46714
123 Harvest Road.

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

3095 Van Horn St., Zanesville
(West on 224 to 300 W., Turn 
right (heading north( 6 miles)

(260)638-4123
LocaLLy SuppLied

LocaLLy owned

Mon–Wed  9-5pm
Thurs–Fri  9-6pm

Sat  8-1pm

 1111 S. 100 E., Bluffton
 824-0882

915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton • 260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton • 260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com

2883 E State Road 124
Blu� ton, IN 46714
(260) 824-4929
104 Bellmont Rd.
Decatur, IN 46733
(260) 724-2434

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

2883 E State Road 124
Blu� ton, IN 46714
(260) 824-4929
104 Bellmont Rd.
Decatur, IN 46733
(260) 724-2434

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnostics and More!tics and More!
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2024

400 East Logan St., Markle, IN
260-758-3121

WAYNE      METALS

Thoma/Rich,
Lemler

Funeral Home

171
YEARS

Wells County’s Only 
Family Owned & Operated 

Funeral Home.
Jeff and Jamie

720 East Dustman Road | Bluff ton, IN 46714
www.christiancarerc.org | 260-565-3000

Enriching senior living with Christian values and compassionate quality service
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