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Council proceeds with abatement ban for solar
By HOLLY GASKILL

The Wells County Council is 
moving forward with a resolution 
to prohibit utility-scale solar com-
panies from receiving local prop-
erty tax abatements. 

In light of recent pushback 
against local solar developments, 
Council President Seth Whicker 
said members of the council had 

gotten together to see how they 
would be able to stop solar compa-
nies from receiving these benefits 
in the future. They determined a 
resolution could both deter future 
developments and add an extra 
hurdle to future council members.

The council could later repeal 
a resolution, but this would add 
another step for any tax abate-

ments for solar companies to be 
approved. 

“It would slow down the pro-
cess,” summarized Council mem-
ber Brandon Harnish. 

Whicker added, “It would defi-
nitely add some more transparency 
there.” 

The County Council had 
approved a 10-year total tax abate-

ment for Paddlefish Solar, a poten-
tial solar development in southern 
Wells County, in December 2022. 
The council voted 5-2 in favor 
of the abatement — splitting 4-1 
among current council members, 
with Vicki Andrews opposed and 
Whicker, Steve Huggins, Todd 
Mahnensmith and Scott Elzey in 
favor.

During the council’s meeting 
Tuesday, Whicker said the council 
had believed the abatement agree-
ment was advantageous for the 
county, as it secured 85% of the 
abated amount through economic 
development payments. He also 
noted that there had been some 
public opposition at the time, but 

Forever blowing 
bubbles
Toddlers gathered at 
Roush Park early Tues-
day morning to have 
a day with bubbles. 
Bubble machines and 
plenty of wands kept 
the party going. Above, 
Hannah Bishir points 
at a big bubble in the 
sky. At left, Ike Neuen-
schwander carefully 
balances a bubble on 
his wand. (Photos by 
Jonathan Snyder)

Council discusses housing, 
apartment complex issues

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Housing issues related to the potential 

development of apartment complexes on 
both Cottonwood Court and in northwest 
Bluffton were discussed by the Common 
Council on Tuesday.

The Wilson Park Apartments are meant 
to provide rental options for people under 
the area median income rate. A potential 
agreement for payment in-lieu of taxes and 
the Low Income Housing Tax Credit pro-
gram would help ease the cost of the apart-
ments for the developer, Gorman and Com-
pany.

“I do think that that project could make 
some sense, particularly with the west side 
(of Bluffton),” Council member Chandler 
Gerber said. “I think right now our motto as 
a city is basically, ‘housing housing hous-
ing’ and this project … checks a lot of boxes 
across the spectrum of price points and 
apartments and single family homes to buy.”

In place of discussing the Wilson Park 

Apartments, Council member Rick Elwell 
pivoted to discuss plans to help Bluffton 
residents find and make home-owning more 
attractive for potential homeowners. Coun-
cil member Josh Hunt proposed investing 
any PILOT program funds in a program that 
helps reduce costs for first time home buy-
ers.

“Before I ever ran for office, most of our 
family moved away all over the country … 
now the jobs and opportunities are better 
in our region but the housing is still a big 
hole,” Hunt said.

Council member Blake Fiechter con-
curred with Hunt’s statement, citing a pro-
gram in Decatur that allows certain home-
owners, depending on credit thresholds 
and income rates, to apply for a potential 
5% incentive for a down payment on their 
home.

Gerber additionally stated that some 
communities have programs that give 

Four teens, Ossian man 
arrested after shooting, 
car crash in Keystone

By SYDNEY KENT
One adult and four juveniles are in cus-

tody after a 16-year-old was shot in southern 
Wells County last Sunday.

Dustin Sanders, 19, Ossian, was charged 
with battery by means of a deadly weapon 
(attempt to commit), a Level 5 felony, and 
criminal recklessness with a deadly weapon, 
a Level 6 felony.

Because the three additional suspects in 
this case are juveniles, identifying informa-
tion is not available. For clarification pur-
poses, the juveniles will be referred to as: 
Teen A, Teen B, Teen C and Teen D.

All four teens were referred to Wells 
County Juvenile Probation for charges 
involving aggravated battery and/or danger-
ous possession of a firearm by a juvenile.

According to a probable cause affidavit, 
police were dispatched to 1000 South, east 
of 200 West in Keystone around 1:30 p.m. 
on May 26. The caller reported that their 

16-year-old son, Teen A, was driving home 
after sustaining a gunshot wound. They then 
reported that he crashed his car.

Upon arrival, police located Teen A with 
the gunshot wound in his upper chest and 
shoulder area. There was reportedly not an 
exit wound. The teen was alert and able to 
give details about the shooting.

He advised that he and a 15-year-old, 
Teen B, met with three people at the Petro-
leum United Methodist Church parking lot 
to sell a gun. However, he said the subjects 
took the gun without paying and sped off. 
Teen A said that he and the other juvenile 
chased after the trio in their vehicle.

Teen A stated that during the chase, the 
subjects began firing a shotgun from the 
window of a small blue Mazda. One bullet 
traveled through the windshield, causing a 
wound to the upper torso.

Police located the Mazda and spoke 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

Board of Works approves 
Bluffton pole contact rate

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Pole contact rates for Bluffton will be at a 

rate of $14.50 per contact per year, with pro-
visions for the rate to climb higher depend-
ing on market value, the Board of Public 
Works and Safety announced on Tuesday.

After a review of the fees by Utility 
Director Jon Oman proposed the new rate 
citing its competitiveness with the current 
market value. Any company wishing to 
put equipment on a Bluffton-owned utility 
pole will have to pay $14.50 for each pole 
they use for the entire year. Board of Works 
member Scott Mentzer noted that current 
agreements have allowances to increase 
the rate annually compared to the Con-
sumer Price Index, which allows the city to 
increase the rate if they see fit.

“It’s good to get this commonized to 
what the market rate is.” Board member 
Scott Mentzer said.

The board also approved an agreement 
with Baker Tilly Advisory, Tax and Assur-
ance to supply accounting and report-
ing support services, should the city need 
them. This allows the city to get help for 
their computerized accounting system 
and aids them in keeping track of payroll, 
property taxes, bond issues and like issues. 
The agreement is not to exceed $35,000 in 
expenses. 

Furthermore, the board approved an 
encroachment agreement involving a mobile 
shed at 1010 Farmington Dr. Oman stated 
that the shed is easily movable and extends 

(Continued on Page 2)

Apartment fire
Bluffton, Liberty Center and Ossian fire departments were dispatched to Pine Grove 
Apartments in northern Bluffton around 10:45 p.m. Tuesday with reports of smoke and 
flames coming from a second-floor balcony. Pictured, firefighters removed burned sid-
ing from the building as they assessed damage. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)
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Abatement ban for solar Weather
Wednesday, June 5, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:24 p.m. Tuesday)
High: 88; Low: 66; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.28  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Tuesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Showers and thunderstorms likely, then showers 

and possibly a thunderstorm after noon. High near 81. South 
wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 90%. New rainfall amounts between a quar-
ter and half of an inch possible. 

Tonight: Showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
before 7 p.m., then scattered showers and thunderstorms 
between 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 
62. Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 
60%. New precipitation amounts between a tenth and quar-
ter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in thunder-
storms. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 78. West wind 10 to 
15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 55. 
West wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Friday: A slight chance of showers between 2 p.m. and 
5 p.m., then a slight chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after 5 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 72. Chance of 
precipitation is 20%.

Friday Night: A 10% chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 8 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 54.

Saturday: A 20% chance of showers after 2 p.m. Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 76.

Saturday Night: A 10% chance of showers before 8 
p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 56.

Sunday: A 20% chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 78.

Sunday Night: A 10% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 55.

Monday: A 20% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 73.

Monday Night: A slight chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 54.

Tuesday: A slight chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 78.
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not to the current degree.
Harnish referred to the Area Plan 

Commission’s survey about solar for 
the Vision 2035 plan as evidence of a 
county-wide lack of support. The sur-
vey reports that 71.24% of those sur-
veyed did not support utility-scale solar 
and 25.96% did. 

“If a solar company is looking at 
Wells County, (and) when they do their 
due diligence they see a resolution or 
an ordinance or a ban or moratorium 
or what have you, they see that (and) 
they may just pass on,” Harnish said. “I 
think there’s value in that.”

“And I think the survey numbers 
show that that’s where the community 
stands,” Whicker replied. 

Since the resolution would not pro-
hibit solar companies from developing 
in Wells County, Huggins questioned 
whether a ban ultimately excludes the 
county government from the potential 
benefits of an economic development 
agreement. In response, Harnish said 
the benefit would be the tax revenue 
that wasn’t abated. 

Some council members were unsure 
if they could move forward with an 
ordinance rather than a resolution, 

and Whicker said he would work with 
County Attorney Ted Storer to deter-
mine the best path. Harnish believed an 
ordinance would be the more difficult 
to repeal, which he favored. Regard-
less, Whicker said he would proceed 
with whatever avenue was “more 
restrictive.”

Whicker concluded, “In the end, 
I think what it would do is that we 
send a message, and if they’re look-
ing around, they see that we aren’t 
having abatements for solar, (which) 
probably would scare a lot of them 
off to a more friendlier county … I 
took the county attorney and said, 
‘What’s the most we could possi-
bly do?’ He said this was within our 
authority.”

“We could write a really nasty reso-
lution,” Harnish remarked. His com-
ment was met by laughter from an 
audience of residents opposed to solar 
development.

“And I’ll make sure it’s as nasty as 
it can be,” Whicker quipped back. 

Whicker said a prospective resolu-
tion would be considered at their next 
meeting, currently scheduled for July 2. 

However, the council did discuss 
adding a special meeting before then to 

consider a tax abatement for Heartland 
REMC. The company had missed the 
deadline for their application, and the 
council didn’t feel it was appropriate to 
consider an exception to the deadline 
without representatives from the com-
pany present. 

The company has applied for a 
10-year total tax abatement to expand 
broadband internet access. Auditor 
Lisa McCormick said company rep-
resentatives were aware their appli-
cation was late. Whicker recognized 
that some of this delay could have 
resulted from the transition in eco-
nomic development leadership since 
former executive director Chad Kline 
would have assisted with this process 
and represented the company at meet-
ings.

Seve ra l  counc i l  member s 
expressed a desire to help the proj-
ect move forward, but were hesitant 
to set a precedent about late applica-
tions, especially without speaking 
with the company. After McCormick 
said it would be difficult to wait until 
July due to various deadlines, the 
council decided to hold a special ses-
sion this month.

holly@news-banner.com

with the registered owner, 
who advised her daughter’s 
friend had borrowed the 
car during the time of the 
crime. She gave consent to 
search the vehicle as well as 
an address and name of the 
friend.

Teen C was taken into 
custody for questioning. He 
confirmed that he was with 
Teen D and Sanders. He 
then advised that he drove 

the Mazda away after fail-
ing to pay for the gun and 
the pair began to chase after 
them.

Teen C reported that 
Sanders and the additional 
subject began firing their 
guns from the windows of 
the car. He denied ever fir-
ing a gun. However, offi-
cers noted that the two guns 
believed to be used in the 
incident were found hidden 
under Teen C’s bed the next 

day.
Between the three indi-

vidual crime scenes — the 
church parking lot, the 
crash site and the Mazda — 
officers found many bullet 
casings from multiple types 
of guns, a Glock handgun 
case, a Glock magazine 
with 9 mm rounds, and 
other various Glock gun 
parts.

Sanders was located at 
his residence and taken in 

for questioning. He initially 
denied any involvement 
in the incident. However, 
Sanders eventually corrobo-
rated the events detailed by 
the other teens.

Sanders pled not guilty 
to the charges during his 
initial hearing last week. He 
is scheduled for a pretrial 
conference in the matter at 
9 a.m. July 17 in the Wells 
Circuit Court.

sydney@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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Five arrested after shooting

Council discusses housing
Board of Works

homeowners who want to re-roof or re-
side their house the ability to apply for 
a match that helps with the expense. 
Council member Scott Mentzer also 
noted that any PILOT funds could act 
as a matching fund pool for READI 
2.0 projects meant to enhance quality 
of life for communities. 

The council also discussed keeping 
multiple different apartment projects 
on the table during the LIHTC bidding 
process. Fiechter stated that Bluffton is 
a prime location for developers trying 
to win those tax credits, citing the fact 
that the city has not received any cred-
its since 2009.

“We’re in a very desirable area for 
them to have, I think, the best chance 
to win, especially if the city buys in on 
it too,” Fiechter said. 

In addition to the housing discus-
sion, the council also approved two 
waivers for tax abatement agree-
ments not filed in time with the Wells 
County Assessor’s office. In the past, 
former economic development execu-
tive director Chad Kline would help 
remind businesses to file their CF1 
forms in time. Due to the unsettled 
economic development situation, 
Edge Manufacturing and Gerber 
Development did not file their CF1s 
in time.

The deadline for filing was May 15. 
Edge filed its between May 29 and 30, 
while Gerber filed its on May 24. Eric 
Gerber came before the board to plead 
his case, citing the sudden change in 
economic development. Due to the 
changing circumstances, the council 
agreed to grant a waiver for both com-

panies’ CF1 agreements. 
“I get it. I’m sorry that the change in 

economic development leadership has 
created an issue for you (Rick),” Men-
tzer said. “I appreciate you (Rick) tak-
ing the blame, but it’s been a confusing 
couple of months for all of us.”

Furthermore, the council approved 
CF1 agreements for American Axel 
and Manufacturing and Super Pufft 
USA. The council also approved an 
amendment to its salary ordinance, 
adding a salary for the still vacant eco-
nomic development director position. 
The hope is that having a salary in the 
ordinance will give potential applicants 
comfort by assuring their salary is 
clearly defined by municipal code.

“Anything we can do to expedite 
the process is good,” Gerber said.

jonathan@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

an estimated three to four 
feet into the city utility ease-
ment. Additionally, there is 
no fence surrounding the 
shed or the property line. If 
the city needs to get to the 
underground power in the 
area, the shed will be tem-
porarily moved to accom-
modate.

The board also approved 
a $20,000 funds transfer 
from the wages line item to 
the overtime line item in the 
911 Dispatch Center. Since 
the center is short staffed, 
the employees have worked 
significant overtime, which 
caused the need to shift the 
money. 

Progress is being made to 
staff the department, how-
ever, with two employee 
hires also approved by the 
board. Dallas Creager has 
been hired as a part-time dis-
patcher and Savanah Brown-
ing has been hired as a full-
time dispatcher. Browning 
interned at the department 
throughout her senior year 
at Bluffton High School, 

making her the center’s first 
intern to be hired on thanks 
to the new program. 

The board also paid 
three SRF Claims to 
James S. Jackson Con-
struct ion company at 
$1,217,878.15, Inliner 
Solutions at $78,496.13 
and DLZ Engineering at 
$68,510. Oman announced 
that the wastewater treat-
ment plant project is now 
close to halfway financed. 
Oman further stated that 
the sewer lining project is 
estimated to have a posi-
tive balance when all the 
necessary work is com-
pleted. Mentzer noted 
that the city can use that 
balance to fix additional 
projects not covered in the 
original project scope.

Mayor John Whicker 
also announced that four 
projects have been submit-
ted for READI 2.0 grant 
funding. Whicker stated that 
decisions on which plans 
to pursue will be made at a 
later date.

jonathan@news-banner.com
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Prosecutors spend first day of testimony in 
Hunter Biden’s gun trial detailing drug problems

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) — Fed-
eral prosecutors on Tuesday painted 
President Joe Biden’s son Hunter as 
deceptive and driven by addiction, a 
man whose dark habits ensnared loved 
ones and who knew what he was doing 
when he lied on a federal form to pur-
chase a gun in 2018.

Jurors also got their first look at the 
document at the center of the case, and 
Hunter Biden’s attorney argued that 
his client did not believe he was in the 
throes of addiction when he stated in 
the paperwork that he did not have a 
drug problem. In the short time that he 
had the gun, he did nothing with it, and 
the weapon was never even loaded, 
attorney Abbe Lowell said in his open-
ing statement.

“You will see that he is not guilty,” 
Lowell said.

Hunter Biden has been charged 
with three felonies stemming from the 
purchase of the Colt revolver when he 
was, according to his memoir, addicted 
to crack. He has been accused of lying 
to a federally licensed gun dealer, mak-
ing a false claim on the application by 
saying he was not a drug user and ille-
gally having the gun for 11 days.

The first day of testimony in the 
case dredged up painful memories 
for the president and his family, and 
revealed new and highly personal 
details about some of their struggles 
with addiction as the 2024 election 
looms. For part of the day, the first 
lady watched from the front row of the 
courtroom.

Attorneys said jurors would hear 
testimony from the president’s brother 
James Biden, who is close with Hunter 
and helped his nephew through rehab 
stints in the past. They will also hear 
how Hallie Biden, the widow of the 
president’s late son Beau, also became 
addicted to crack during a brief rela-
tionship with Hunter.

Hallie took the gun from Hunter 
and tossed it into the garbage at a near-
by market, afraid of what he might do 
with it. The weapon was later found by 
someone collecting cans and eventu-
ally turned over to police.

The president was in Washington 
on Tuesday, announcing an immigra-

tion order and hosting a picnic for 
congressional leaders before a sched-
uled departure for France later in the 
day. He will be gone the rest of the 
week. Jill Biden planned to meet him 
in Europe.

The president’s allies are worried 
about the toll the trial may take on the 
elder Biden, who’s long been protec-
tive and deeply concerned about his 
only living son and his sobriety and 
who must now watch as those past 
mistakes are publicly scrutinized.

Prosecutors on Tuesday spent hours 
on Hunter Biden’s drug problem, 
using his own words and missives to 
show the depth of the addiction and to 
suggest it was still ongoing when he 
bought the gun. They showed jurors 
his old laptop computer, the same one 
he left at a Delaware repair shop and 
never retrieved. In 2020, the contents 
made their way to Republicans and 
were publicly leaked, revealing highly 
personal messages about his work and 
his life. He has since sued over the 
leaked information.

An FBI agent read aloud messages 
stored on his devices that chronicled a 
desperate effort to buy drugs. The data 
also included receipts for a detox facil-
ity he attended before relapsing and 
showed large cash withdrawals.

In one exchange with Hallie, the 
day after he bought the gun, she 
wrote: “I called you 500 times in past 
24 hours.” Hunter replied less than a 
minute later, informing her that he was 
“sleeping on a car smoking crack on 
4th street and Rodney.”

“There’s my truth,” he added in a 
follow-up text.

But during cross-examination, the 
FBI agent testified that Hunter Biden 
sent fewer messages about seeking 
drugs in October 2018, around the time 
when he purchased the gun, than in 
February 2019, a later period in which 
Lowell described his client as strug-
gling significantly with addiction.

Lowell also called into question the 
receipts for the rehab facility, asking 
whether the agent knew whether he 
had been treated for drugs or alcohol. 
She said she could not.

The jury also heard lengthy audio 

excerpts of Hunter Biden’s memoir, 
“Beautiful Things,” in which he nar-
rates his return to Delaware around 
the time of the gun purchase and his 
descent into drugs following the death 
of his brother in 2015 from cancer.

His sister Ashley Biden, watching 
from the courtroom, dabbed at her eyes 
with a tissue and eventually left. Jill 
Biden, who was expected in Washing-
ton with her husband, left after lunch.

The proceedings come after the col-
lapse of a deal with prosecutors that 
would have avoided the spectacle of 
a trial so close to the 2024 election. 
Hunter Biden pleaded not guilty and 
has argued he’s being unfairly targeted 
by the Justice Department after Repub-
licans decried the now-defunct plea 
deal as special treatment for the Demo-
cratic president’s son.

“No one is allowed to lie on a feder-
al form like that, even Hunter Biden,” 
prosecutor Derek Hines said. “He 
crossed the line when he chose to buy 
a gun and lied about a federal back-
ground check ... the defendant’s choice 
to buy a gun is why we are here.”

“When the defendant filled out that 
form, he knew he was a drug addict,” 
and prosecutors don’t have to prove 
he was using the day he purchased the 
firearm, Hines said.

Lowell said the form asks whether 
you “are” a drug user. “It does not say 
‘have you ever been,’” and he suggest-
ed the president’s son did not think of 
himself as someone with a drug prob-
lem when he purchased the gun.

His state of mind should be consid-
ered at the time of the purchase, not 
“what he wrote in a book in 2021,” 
Lowell said.

If convicted, Hunter Biden faces up 
to 25 years in prison, though first-time 
offenders do not get anywhere near the 
maximum, and it’s unclear whether the 
judge would give him time behind bars.

The trial is unfolding just days 
after Donald Trump, the presumptive 
Republican presidential nominee, was 
convicted of 34 felonies in New York 
City. The two criminal cases are unre-
lated, but their proximity underscores 
how the courts have taken center stage 
during the 2024 campaign.



By WHITNEY 
DOWNARD

Indiana Capital Chronicle
The federal agency 

responsible for oversee-
ing how states administer 
entitlement programs like 
Medicaid approved Indi-
ana’s proposed waivers and 
waiver amendments related 
to its managed care transi-
tion and relevant home- 
and community-based ser-
vices.

Indiana will launch Path-
Ways for Aging for Hoosiers 
over the age of 60 enrolled 
on Medicaid on July 1 as 
it retires the Aged and Dis-
abled waiver. Hoosiers 
under the age of 60 served 
by that program will move 
to the Health and Wellness 
waiver, both of which will 
be overseen by the Family 
and Social Services Admin-
istration.

The Traumatic Brain 
Injury waiver will also 
move from FSSA’s Division 
of Aging to the Division of 
Disability and Rehabilitative 
Services.

To review the approved 
waivers, scroll to the bottom 
of this Medicaid informa-

tional page from FSSA.
The Centers for Medi-

care and Medicaid Services 
approved the PathWays 
waiver for five years.

Additional approvals 
Tuesday include changes 
to how the state pays for 
parental care of seriously 
disabled children. Previ-
ously, parents could be paid 
an hourly wage for the care 
they gave their children but 
a lack of guardrails meant 
that some families claimed 
as much as 120 hours each 
week.

After curtailing the 
attendant care program to 
rectify a $1 billion budget-
ing forecast error, families 
must now shift to Structured 
Family Care, which pays a 
per diem amount. A group 
of parents have sued the 
state in an attempt to halt 
the transition but the federal 
judge hasn’t yet issued a rul-
ing.

A separate group flagged 
several concerns for Gov. 
Eric Holcomb and FSSA 
leader Dan Rusyniak, 
including the three-tier sys-
tem under Structured Fam-
ily Caregiving. Parents 

said the three tiers weren’t 
defined and accused the 
agency of curtailing atten-
dant care hours ahead of the 
July 1 transition.
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Obituary Policy
The News-Banner and Ossian Journal publishes “basic” obituaries free of charge for “local” deaths. 

“Basic” obituaries will include the deceased’s name, age, community of record, date and place of death, 
basic genealogical information, the date, time and location of calling hours and services and the name of 
the funeral home handling arrangements.

If additional information and/or a photo is desired to be included, or if the deceased does not meet the 
definitions of a “local” person, there is a charge.

Area funeral homes will provide details on the policy and will coordinate obituary publication.

Police NotebookOBITUARIES

260-726-5062
SPRAY POLYURETHANE 

FOAM & COATING SYSTEM
METAL RESTORATION 

COATING SYSTEM
MEMBRANE

RESTORATION SYSTEM
SINGLE PLY WITH 

INSULATION
Call for An Inspection

ATTENTION COMMERIAL BUILDING OWNERS

WE CAN STOP YOUR LEAKS

ROOF MAINTANCE AVALIABLE INVEST FOR 
THE FUTURE

BUSINESS OR PERSONAL

Kim Gentis
Financial Advisor
Financial Advisor Wealth 

Management Professional

(260)824-8070
 kim.gentis@raymondjames.com

1245 N. Main St., Blu� ton, IN 46714
Investment Advisory Services are o� ered through 
Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

401(k)s  | Asset Management  | Bonds
College Planning  | UITs  | Financial Planning  | Insurance & Annuities

IRAs  | Stocks  | Personalized Goal Planning  | Mutual Funds
Pension & Pro� t Sharing Plans  | Research  | Retirement Planning

Rid your property          of 
Household Items: 
Paints, flammable liquids, old gasoline, kerosene, pesticides, 
herbicides, motor oil, antifreeze, cleaners, aerosols, corrosive 
liquids/acids, mercury, fluorescent lamp and PCB ballasts, auto & 
household batteries. 

Pharmaceuticals:  Prescription drugs (in original labeled
prescription container), sharps/needles (all sharps must be in sealed 
containers such as a milk jug or original packaging container). 

Appliances:  Refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners,
dehumidifiers, stoves, washers, dryers, water heaters, dishwashers, 
microwaves. 

Electronics: Monitors, CPU, keyboards, printers, fax
machines, VCR/DVD, cell phones, cables. 

The following charges will apply to these items: 

Televisions:  Standard $20.00 *Large or Console:  $25.00

Tires: Auto Tires:  up to 4 – FREE; $2.00 for each additional, limit 12 
Truck Tires:  up to 4 – FREE; $5.00 for each additional, limit 6 
Tractor (or tires over 54” tall) $75.00 each 
(Tires on rims will be accepted, additional charge $1.00) 

RESIDENTIAL ONLY – NO BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION DROP OFF 

Wells County  
HazMat Day 

Saturday June 15 
8:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Bluffton Middle 
School 

www.wellscounty.org 
824-6470 

KEEPING 
WELLS COUNTY 

BEAUTIFUL 

www.thomarich.com

VISITATION & SERVICES

308 W. Washington St.
824-3850

Thoma/Rich, Lemler
Funeral Home

Bev Urshel
Calling: 3 - 7 p.m. 

Thursday, June 6 and one 
hour prior to the service. 

Service: 10:30 a.m., Friday, 
June 7 at the funeral home.

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922
St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton

824-3852

Marilyn A. 
Leman

Calling: 4 - 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 6.

Funeral: 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 6 at the 

funeral home.

Darrell L. Heyerly, 74, of 
Decatur, passed away on Mon-
day morning, June 3, 2024, at 
his residence.

He was born Sept. 27, 1949, 
in Bluffton to Homer and LaV-
era (Geyer) Heyerly. On Aug. 
18, 1973, he was united in 
marriage to Cheryl L. Adam in 
Magley, Indiana.

He was a member of Salem 
Magley Church and was also 
a 50-year member of IBEW 
Local 305.

Darrell graduated from Adams Central 
High School in 1967. He was an electri-
cian for Shambaugh & Sons, Inc. in Fort 
Wayne, retiring in 2015.

Darrell loved sports and enjoyed 
watching them on tv and listening 
to them on the radio. He and Cheryl 
enjoyed spending time traveling, going 
to auctions, and riding on their Harley 
Davidson. Darrell collected cuckoo clocks 
and had them timed to each go off at 
five-minute intervals. Darrel and Cheryl 
were also very active in running Decatur 
Operation Help.

He is survived by his wife, Cheryl Hey-

erly of Decatur; daughter, 
Michelle (Craig) Simon of Bluff-
ton; son, Adam (Kylie) Hey-
erly of Yorktown; brother, Arlin 
(Roxanne) Heyerly of Bluffton; 
sister, Donna Steffen of Bluff-
ton; and five grandchildren, 
JadeLyn Heyerly-Jones, Tyius 
Simon, Emberlynn Heyerly, 
Mackenzie Heyerly and Adeline 
Heyerly.

In addition to his parents, 
Darrell was preceded in death 

by a brother-in-law, Bill Steffen, and a 
nephew, Ryan Heyerly.

A funeral service will be held at 10 a.m. 
Friday, June 7, 2024, at Zwick & Jahn 
Funeral Home in Decatur with the Rev. 
Chistopher Hirschy officiating. Burial will 
follow at Salem Magley Cemetery.

Family and friends will be received from 
4-8 p.m. Thursday, June 6, 2024, at Zwick 
& Jahn Funeral Home in Decatur and one 
hour prior to the service on Friday at the 
funeral home.

Memorials in Darrell’s name can be 
given to Decatur Operation Help.

Arrangements are by Zwick and Jahn 
Funeral Home of Decatur.

Darrell Heyerly, 74

Andrew “Andy” K. Montgom-
ery, 78, of Markle, passed away 
on Friday morning, May 31, 
2024 in Fort Wayne.  

Andy had served in the U.S. 
Army and then the Air Force for 
31 years.  After retirement from 
the Armed Forces, he worked 
part-time for Enterprise Rent-
al Car for 17 years.  He was a 
1964 graduate of Marion High 
School and later received his 
Associates Degree in account-
ing from Marion College. Andy was a 
longtime member of the Markle United 
Methodist Church and had served as head 
usher, served on the Finance Committee 
and was known as the “Candyman” to the 
youth of the church. He loved to travel 
and bowl and bowled for many years in 
leagues through Baer Field in Fort Wayne.

Andy was born on May 5, 1946 the son 
of the late William N. and Marjorie Jane 
(Miller) Montgomery.

He was united in marriage to Claudia F. 
Cole on Aug. 23, 1969 in Jalapa, Indiana. 
Claudia survives.

Additional survivors include a son, Kent 

(Betsy) Montgomery of Bel-
leville, Michigan; a daughter, 
Lori (Toby) Welpott of Ander-
son; six grandchildren, Mae 
Matney, Amy Montgomery, 
Laura Montgomery, Kelly 
Montgomery, Tori Welpott and 
Blaze Welpott.

He was preceded by his par-
ents, William Montgomery and 
Marjorie Montgomery, and 
step-mothers, Helen Montgom-
ery and Beverly Montgomery.

Visitation will be from 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 
p.m. on Friday, June 7, 2024, at the Myers 
Funeral Home, Markle Chapel, 415 N. Lee 
St. in Markle.

Funeral Services will take place at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, June 8, 2024, at the 
funeral home, with one hour of visitation 
prior to the service.

Interment will take place in the Gar-
dens of Memory Cemetery in rural Hun-
tington County.

Memorial contributions can be made 
out to the Wounded Warriors Project, 
sent in care of Myers Funeral Home, P.O. 
Box 403, Markle, IN 46770.

Andrew Montgomery, 78

James Thomas Alfrey “Tom,” 78, passed 
away Sunday, June 2, 2024. He was born 
in Hartford City on Nov. 10, 1945, the son 
of James “Dale” and Freida May (Herrin) 
Alfrey. His parents preceded him in death.

On Aug. 14, 1965, he married Sharon E. 
(Hurley), who survives.

He will also be missed by his son, 
James Andrew “Andy” (Angie) Alfrey of 
Hartford City; daughter, Jodi Lynn (Ryan) 
Beck of Montpelier; grandchildren, James 
(Emily) Alfrey, Brady Beck, Katey Apple 
(Dezi Lyons), Riley (Beth) Apple and Bran-

don Apple; and three great-grandchildren. 
He is also preceded in death by his sister, 
Diana M. Alfrey.

Family and friends may gather to 
share and remember from 3-7 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 6, at Walker & Glancy 
Funeral Home, 109 W Windsor St. in 
Montpelier. 

A private service will be held at St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church with Father 
Bob Moran officiating. Interment will fol-
low in the Hartford City Cemetery in Hart-
ford City.

James Thomas Alfrey, 63

Perry L. Priest, 64, of Geneva, passed 
away Sunday afternoon, June 2, 2004, at 
his residence following an extended bat-
tle with cancer.

Perry was born in Mount Clemens, 
Michigan to Dale and Mary A. (Martin) 
Priest on Feb. 22, 1960; both parents pre-
ceded him in death. 

Perry is survived by a sister, Paula A. 
Brown of Bluffton, and several nieces and 

nephews.
In addition to his parents, he was pre-

ceded in death by a brother, Lenny Priest, 
and a sister, Shirley Dabelstein.

In accordance with Perry’s wishes, there 
will be no public services. Burial will take 
place at a later date.

Goodwin – Cale & Harnish Memorial 
Chapel in Bluffton have been entrusted 
with funeral arrangements.

Perry Priest, 64

INCIDENTS
City:
Monday, 2:37 p.m., 1200 

block of Sunnyglenn Court. 
Report of high grass, no 
details on substance.

Monday, 2:38 p.m., 
500 block of East Townley 
Street. More high grass.

Monday, 3:54 p.m., 300 
block of West Perry Street, 
Report of traffic cone in 
street.

Monday, 4:05 p.m., Wells 
County Public Library. Call-
er requested info after being 
harassed by a teenager in the 
past that resulted in a ban 
from the library.

Monday, 6:25 p.m., Hunt-
er Road and Lamar Street. 
Caller reported man talking 
to himself walking around. 
Man advised he was cooling 
off and listening to music.

Monday, 7:52 p.m., 
Walmart. Caller reported 
male juvenile crying outside 
alone. Unable to locate any-
one upon arrival, store foot-
age to be reviewed.

Monday, 8:58 p.m., 
RediMed. Report of a pre-
teen child alone outside 
on sidewalk, no one else 
around.

Tuesday, 12:58 a.m., 200 
block of East Ohio Street. 
Report of damage to vehicle 
while in Bluffton.

Tuesday, 5:37 a.m., West 
Lancaster Street and North 
Memory Lane. Driver cited 
for no valid license.

Tuesday, 10:33 a.m., 
1400 block of McConnell 
Drive. Report of fraud.

County:
Friday, 12:11 p.m., 3800 

Northwest S.R. 116, Mar-
kle. Officer delivered mes-
sage regarding a loved one’s 
death in an Allen County car 
accident.

Friday, 2:20 p.m., S.R. 
218 and 600W, Poneto. 
Driver cited for speeding.

Friday, 2:37 p.m., S.R. 
218 and 100W, Poneto. 
Driver cited for speeding.

Friday, 3:23 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Warrant served 
to Jamie King.

Friday, 6:07 p.m., 800 
block of Cari Drive, Bluff-
ton. Protection order served 
to Dean Tanner Jr.

Saturday, 11:00 a.m., 

1500S 100W, Bluffton. Wel-
fare check requested for ani-
mals. No one was home.

Saturday, 3:09 p.m., 
Bluffton Regional Medical 
Center. Report of subject 
that was shot by an AR15 in 
the arm.

Saturday, 3:17 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Stockton Gerber.

Saturday, 6:28 p.m., 
Bethel Church. Report of 
loud car with music playing. 
Subject arrested for posses-
sion of paraphernalia and 
marijuana.

Sunday, 11:03 a.m., Nor-
well High School. Report of 
cap and gown locked in car. 
Vehicle unlocked, operation 
graduation saved.

Sunday, 5:32 p.m., 400 E 
650 S, Bluffton. Protective 
order served to Edith Miller.

Sunday, 7:10 p.m., 1000 
Farmington Drive, Bluffton. 
Protective order saved to 
Cayden Miers.

Monday, 3:57 p.m., 
2700 South Main Street, 
Liberty Center. Caller 
reported BB pellet went 
through to his yard and 
fencing for his pool. Caller 
did not want damages paid 
for but requested the sub-
ject who shot the gun be 
made aware of proper safe-
ty practices.

Monday, 9:32 p.m., S.R. 
1 and 800 N, Ossian. Semi 
truck driver cited for speed-
ing.

Monday, 1:23 a.m., 500 
block of West Miller Street, 
Bluffton. Report of woman 
screaming stop.

Tuesday, 6:07 a.m., Main 
Street and Dustman Road, 
Bluffton. Driver arrested for 
operating while suspended.

Ossian:
Friday, 1:17 p.m., Silo 

Farms. Report of protection 
over violation.

Friday, 11:19 p.m., S.R. 
1 and 800 N, Ossian. Report 
of a vehicle tailgating and 
weaving in road.

Sunday, 1:56 p.m., West 
Young and South Ogden 
streets, Ossian. Caller report-
ed young kids on ATVs. 
Spoke to the boys.

Sunday, 8:24 p.m., 5700 
N 450 E, Ossian. Caller 
reported furniture dumped 

on property.
Monday, 9:11 p.m., 

700 block of North Jeffer-
son Street, Ossian. Wel-
fare check requested for 
subject, caller stated they 
hadn’t heard from them in 
several months. Subject 
was fine, advised to text 
her mother.

Monday, 10:17 p.m., 600 
block of North Metts Street, 
Ossian. Officer attempted 
to notify victim of subject’s 
release. No answer at door 
or via text.

Monday, 10:29 p.m., 100 
block of West Roe Street, 
Ossian. Caller reported they 
heard someone scream “no, 
don’t” from the residence.

Monday, 10:29 p.m., 
U.S. 224 and North S.R. 1, 
Ossian. Report of two loose 
dogs, one dog was hit by 
vehicle. Unable to locate.

ACCIDENTS
County:
 Monday, 12:14 p.m., 

S.R. 116 and South Tim-
ber idge  Road .  Tr in-
ity Leamon, 17, Bluffton, 
advised she didn’t have time 
to stop for a vehicle that was 
slowing down several cars 
ahead, causing her Chev-
rolet Impala to collide with 
the rear end of a Kia Sorento 
driven by Autumn Gamble, 
35, Huntington. Damages 
did not exceed $2,500.

ARRESTS
Victor Paz Moran, 40, 

Bluffton; strangulation, a 
Level 6 felony, and domes-
tic battery, a Class A mis-
demeanor. Bond set at 
$50,000.

Thomas Garand Johnson, 
36, Fort Wayne; child solici-
tation, a Level 4 felony. No 
bond set.

Samual Sherwood Keph-
art, 18, Bluffton; contribut-
ing to the delinquency of 
a minor, a Class A misde-
meanor. Bond set at $1,500.

Cathleen Danielle Shaf-
fer, 31, Indianapolis; operat-
ing without financial respon-
sibility — prior, a Class C 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,500.

Gary Michael Thomp-
son, 41, Fort Wayne; driving 
while suspended — prior, 
a Class A misdemeanor. 
Booked and released.

CMS approves state waivers 
on senior care, attendant care

LOWELL, Ind. (AP) — Federal inves-
tigators are probing a hot air balloon crash 
in northwestern Indiana that injured three 
people.

Firefighters responded to the crash 
east of Lowell just before 7 p.m. Sunday, 
WFLD-TV reported. They found the bal-
loon in a bean field. Three people were in 
the balloon's basket, which had caught fire.

Two suffered severe burns and were air-
lifted to hospitals in Chicago. The third was 
taken by ambulance to a hospital in Crown 
Point, Indiana.

First responders said they were told the 
balloon may have struck power lines. The 
National Transportation Safety Board has 
assigned an investigator from the Federal 
Aviation Administration.

Federal investigators probing hot 
air balloon crash that injured 3
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Today in History

A who’s who of partisanship and 
non-partisanship in Congress
Back in mid-May, the Lugar Center 

and the McCourt School of Public 
Policy at Georgetown University 
released the latest of their studies look-
ing at bipartisanship in the US House 
and Senate. They summed up the bot-
tom line in their first sentence: “The 
results show a slight improvement in 
bipartisanship in 2023 but remained 
near record lows.”

In the scheme of news stories com-
ing out of Washington, the 
“Bipartisanship Index” rarely 
gets much ink, except for a 
one-day piece in the home 
newspapers of the most 
bipartisan members. But I 
can’t help thinking that it 
deserves much more play.

Over the course of my career, two big things stood 
out to me about bipartisanship: Americans like it; and 
over the long haul, legislation passed with bipartisan 
support tends to show more staying power.

We live, of course, in intensely polarized times. But 
the history of Congress has shown that requiring law-
makers to compromise and work with their political 
adversaries often produces better legislation. It takes 
into account a broad range of views, produces wider 
acceptance both within a legislative body and in the 
public at large, and perhaps most important, gives the 
legislation a chance of surviving the next change in 
power. The history of the last six decades is filled with 
examples: the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the creation of 
Medicare, the Clean Air Act of 1970, the Americans 
With Disabilities Act, the Affordable Care Act, the 2021 
Infrastructure Act…

Though Congress these days has a reputation as a 
bastion of partisanship, it’s actually gotten a fair bit done 
across the aisles, from the budget to aid for Ukraine and 
Israel to, recently, measures aimed at reducing carbon 
emissions. Still, it’s unlikely that we’ll see major legisla-
tion of lasting importance out of this Congress. That’s in 
part because, as measured by the Lugar Center and the 
McCourt School, partisanship remains the order of the 
day. To put it in numerical terms, in 2023, the research-
ers found, 44 senators scored above the historical aver-
age for bipartisanship, while 54 scored below it. On the 
House side, 129 members exceeded the historical bipar-
tisan average, but a whopping 309 scored below it.

The index measures how often members introduce 
bills that attract co-sponsors from the other party and 
how often they co-sponsor bills introduced from across 
the aisle. There are other ways to measure partisanship: 
You might, for instance, look at the most important mea-
sures passed or not passed by each chamber and which 
members took the courageous step to cross the aisle on 
those. Still, the McCourt/Lugar index is informative. Its 
scoring finds Pennsylvania Republican Brian Fitzpatrick 
leading the House, followed by New York GOP Rep. 
Marc Molinaro and New Hampshire Democrat Chris 
Pappas. In the Senate, Maine Republican Susan Collins 
led things off, followed by Democrats Gary Peters of 
Michigan and Maggie Hassan of New Hampshire.

At the bottom of the bipartisanship rankings in 
the House were Ohio GOP Rep. Jim Jordan, New 
York Democrat Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Missouri 
Democrat Cori Bush, New York Democrat Jamaal 
Bowman and Missouri Republican Eric Burlison. In 
the Senate, Alabama Republican Katie Britt ranked as 
the least bipartisan member of that chamber, followed 
by Missouri Republican Eric Schmitt, Washington state 
Democrat Patty Murray, Wisconsin Republican Ron 
Johnson, and Arkansas Republican Tom Cotton.

Especially in this day and age, it takes backbone 
to be bipartisan. Some members feel more at home 
sticking with their tribe, while within a caucus, you’re 
more likely to get called out for working with mem-
bers across the aisle than for toeing the party line. But 
as Dick Lugar wrote when the center first unveiled the 
Bipartisanship Index some years back, “What we are 
measuring… is not so much the quality of legislation 
but rather the efforts of legislators to broaden the appeal 
of their sponsored legislation, to entertain a wider range 
of ideas, and to prioritize governance over posturing.” 
Those are the values that help our representative democ-
racy work, and the members who make it a priority 
deserve our gratitude.

Lee Hamilton is a distinguished scholar with the IU School of 
Global and International Studies. He was a member of the U.S. 

House of Representatives for 34 years.

Hoosier
Opinions

Lee
Hamilton

By The Associated Press 
Today is Wednesday, 

June 5, the 157th day of 
2024. There are 209 days 
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory: On June 5, 1968, Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy was shot 
and mortally wounded after 
claiming victory in Califor-
nia’s Democratic presiden-
tial primary at the Ambas-
sador Hotel in Los Angeles; 
assassin Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan was arrested at the 
scene.

On this date:
In 1794, Congress passed 

the Neutrality Act, which 

prohibited Americans from 
taking part in any military 
action against a country that 
was at peace with the United 
States.

In 1981, the Centers for 
Disease Control reported 
that five men in Los Angeles 
had come down with a rare 
kind of pneumonia; they 
were the first recognized 
cases of what later became 
known as AIDS.

In 2004, Ronald Wilson 
Reagan, the 40th president 
of the United States, died 
in Los Angeles at age 93 
after a long struggle with 
Alzheimer’s disease.

Don’t hate Caitlin Clark
By all means, let’s take a star who is drawing new 

attention to a women’s sports league that could defi-
nitely use it, and make her into a hate figure. 

If her critics have their way, this will be the fate of 
Caitlin Clark.

Of course, Clark is the former University of Iowa 
basketball legend who has now embarked on her rookie 
season in the WNBA with the Indiana Fever, generating 
new interest in a league that has survived for almost two 
decades, but hasn’t set the world on fire. 

The other WNBA players don’t like Clark very 
much, an animosity exemplified by a flagrant foul 
against Clark by a player with the Chicago Sky last 
weekend. 

The old Rodney Dangerfield line is, “I went to a fight 
and a hockey game broke out.” Well, the body check of 
Clark was worthy of an NHL game, and her former LSU 
rival now on the Sky, Angel Reese, cheered the take-
down lustily. 

As a hyped newbie, Clark is inevitably in for some 
rough treatment from longer-tenured opponents, but she 
shouldn’t get abused for the offense of being a bright 
new star -- or for, according to her more perfervid 
detractors, being too white or attractive. 

On the “The View,” co-anchor Sunny Hostin accused 
Clark of benefiting from white privilege, pretty privi-
lege, tall privilege and straight privilege. 

That’s a lot of alleged privilege, and still leaves out 
the most important -- shooting- and passing-ability 
privilege. 

If Caitlin Clark were a pedestrian player, no one 
would know her name. It’s her ability to make long-dis-
tance “logo threes” and her extraordinary pass-making 
skills that make her exceptional. 

The sports commentator Jemele Hill has complained 
that Clark’s “race and her sexuality played a role in her 
popularity,” and that she’s symptomatic of how black 
players are “erased.”

A player for the Las Vegas Aces, A’Ja Wilson, has 
said much the same thing. 

These interpretations are non-falsifiable. Testing 
the proposition would require a black LGBQT+ player 

becoming the highest-scoring college 
basketball player of all time -- in both the 
men’s and women’s game -- and averag-
ing an insane 31.6 points per game in 
her final season. Since only Clark has 
achieved this, there’s no way to make a 
comparison. But it seems likely that if 
Clark’s non-white, non-straight hypothet-
ical equal pulled this off, she’d probably 
get a Nike contract, too. 

For anyone who values the WNBA, 
it is self-sabotaging to treat Clark as a 
white interloper. She’s an incredible draw 
and an invariably courteous emissary for 
the game. She has inspired girls around the country and 
patiently signed their signs, jerseys and sneakers.

Her Iowa team didn’t just routinely sell out at home, 
but sold out on the road against teams that were other-
wise meager draws. The Caitlin Clark effect led to the 
women’s college championship game this year easily 
drawing more viewers than the men’s championship. 

It’s not as though the WNBA is in a position to turn 
its back on a potential generational talent. If the league 
has been making gains, it still badly lags the NBA. The 
clinching game of the WNBA championship last year 
averaged 889,000 viewers and the post-season averaged 
470,000 viewers. In contrast, the clinching game of the 
NBA finals averaged 13 million viewers and the post-
season 6.4 million. The WNBA generated about $200 
million in revenue in 2023, whereas the NBA generates 
roughly $10 billion. 

Caitlin Clark isn’t going to make up this disparity 
(she’s a point guard, not a miracle-worker). Anything 
to draw more people to the game should be profoundly 
welcome, though. Clark so far has struggled, at least 
by her standards. She is 16th in the league in points per 
game. But she’s only played 11 games so far. Already, 
she scored 30 points in one game, and she’s the fastest 
WNBA rookie to 150 points, 50 assists and 50 rebounds. 

Who knows if she will eventually be the GOAT of 
the WNBA, but she’s certainly not the villain.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry

For several decades, mili-
tary reformers such as retired 
Navy Capt. Jerry Hendrix 
have pleaded with the Pen-
tagon to stop buying wildly 
expensive but vulnerable 
aircraft carriers and fighter 
jets and instead focus on get-
ting vast numbers of cheap 
drones. But nobody seemed 
to listen.

“Buy Fords, Not Ferraris” 
was the title of Hendrix’s 
iconoclastic 2009 polemic 
for inexpensive survivable systems. 
Aircraft carriers, he wrote, “have 
become too expensive to operate, and 
too vulnerable to be risked in any-
thing other than an unhostile environ-
ment.” Similar arguments applied to 
exquisite systems beloved by all the 
services.

Hendrix became so eager for 
change that he argued the Navy need-
ed a skunk works to reinvent itself for 
the 21st century. He proposed using 
Lake Michigan, away from prying 
Chinese eyes, to create an “Area 52” 
experimentation site for autonomous 
naval systems. He imagined it as a 
Navy version of the Air Force and 
CIA’s famous Area 51 test site in 
Nevada.

But an addiction is hard to quit - 
especially one that benefits so many 
congressional districts around the 
country. So the military sailed on, 
spending ever more money on vul-
nerable platforms that would prob-
ably survive only for minutes in a war 
with China. Christian Brose, another 
Pentagon reformer who now works 
for start-up Anduril Industries, put 
it bluntly in a recent article for the 
Hoover Institution: “The US defense 
enterprise … is systematically bro-
ken.”

But for reformers, there’s finally a 
flicker of good news. Change advo-
cates, including Hendrix and Brose, 
told me that the iron triangle that 
supports legacy systems - which Sen. 
John McCain (R-Ariz.) described as 
the “defense-industrial-congressional 
complex” - might finally be giving 
way to common sense. Every military 
service, in nearly every combatant 
command, is experimenting with 
uncrewed, autonomous systems for 
land, air, sea and undersea combat.

“A new consensus is emerging that 
we must make major changes,” Brose 
wrote in September. He quoted Gen. 

Charles Q. Brown Jr., the 
new chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, who argued: 
“If we don’t change - if we 
fail to adapt - we risk losing 
… a high-end fight.”

What’s finally driving 
change is the brutal lesson of 
the war in Ukraine. This is a 
drone and satellite war: Rus-
sian and Ukrainian tanks are 
almost defenseless against 
attacks from drones over-
head; Russia’s huge Navy 

has lost control of the Black Sea 
because of Ukrainian naval drones; 
satellites can feed precise targeting 
information to kill anything that algo-
rithms designate as a weapon.

But there’s a catch: The Ukraine 
battlefield is a blizzard of electronic 
warfare. So systems must be truly 
autonomous, able to operate with-
out GPS or other external guidance, 
as I described in a recent account 
from Kyiv of technology developed 
by the software company Palantir. 
In makeshift weapons factories in 
Kyiv, and in defense labs around the 
United States, designers are creating 
systems with artificial intelligence at 
“the edge,” embedded in the weap-
ons themselves, so they don’t have 
to depend on jammable signals from 
space.

Leading the campaign for Penta-
gon reform is Kathleen Hicks, deputy 
secretary of defense. In August, she 
announced the “Replicator Initiative,” 
which aimed to transfer the tech 
lessons of Ukraine for the potential 
battle areas of the Indo-Pacific. She 
wanted cheap drones for use in land, 
sea and air - and quickly. The goal, 
Hicks said, was to field “autonomous 
systems at [a] scale of multiple thou-
sands, in multiple domains, within the 
next 18 to 24 months.”

That was unimaginably fast for the 
Pentagon. But Hicks said in a January 
speech that in its first five months, 
Replicator had achieved what nor-
mally takes the Pentagon two to three 
years. “If you’re not sure what is 
more mind-blowing - how fast we did 
it, or how long it normally takes - I 
don’t blame you,” Hicks said. “Hon-
estly, the length of our normal process 
should blow your mind.”

Hicks told me last week that the 
key to Replicator was “transform-
ing internal processes.” One big goal 
was to leap over what a generation of 

reformers have called the “valley of 
death” - the long gap between devel-
opment of prototype weapons and 
procurement and deployment at scale. 
“Bureaucracies need to be shown 
that new ways of doing things are 
possible. That’s what we’re doing,” 
she messaged me. The first Replica-
tor drone systems were delivered to 
warfighters last month.

Replicator is a striking example 
of Pentagon reform, but there are 
others. Air Force Secretary Frank 
Kendall announced in March 2023 an 
innovative plan called “Collaborative 
Combat Aircraft” to team uncrewed 
jets with ones piloted by humans. 
The Air Force plans to buy at least 
1,000 of these uncrewed jets and 
have them in the air by the end of the 
decade. In mock dogfights between 
human pilots and AI computers, the 
machines nearly always win, Kendall 
told me several years ago.

Now, the Navy, too, is finally 
embracing change. Task forces are 
deploying uncrewed vessels in the 
Persian Gulf, Mediterranean and 
Caribbean. The Navy last month 
announced a new squadron of what it 
hopes will be hundreds of unmanned 
surface vessels, known as Global 
Autonomous Reconnaissance Craft. 
The squadron’s informal name is 
“Hell Hounds.”

Four big uncrewed Navy vessels 
completed in January a five-month 
deployment to Hawaii, Guam, Micro-
nesia, Australia and other destina-
tions. Because the Pacific is such a 
complex and hostile environment, a 
robust naval drone program will need 
its own “robotic systems command,” 
with an authorities like those that 
created the nuclear navy, retired Vice 
Adm. Dave Lewis told me. As senior 
vice president for maritime activi-
ties at Leidos, he helped support the 
uncrewed four-ship flotilla that sailed 
the Pacific.

The Pentagon has managed for 
half a century to keep radical change 
from breaching its five walls. Carri-
ers, bombers, tanks and fighter jets 
were built to last forever, and in a 
cozy world without peer competi-
tors, it seemed that they could. But 
now, Hicks said, we’re in an era in 
which the Pentagon needs “deliberate 
discomfort” and “collaborative dis-
ruption.” It’s a revolution that’s long 
overdue.

@IgnatiusPost on X (formerly Twitter)

David
Ignatius

The Pentagon is changing at the speed of war
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Sometimes intent and event simply do not sync
For 70 consecutive years, Bob 

Skorjanc (81) has been attend-
ing the Indy 500 since 1952 
when he was 9 years old. That 
first race was notable because 
Troy Ruttman won at the age of 
22, the youngest winner ever of 
The Greatest Spectacle in Rac-
ing. Skorjanc didn’t even miss 
the event during the Covid-19 

Pandemic. 
When the race 
was closed in 
2020 to the 
public, Skor-
janc says he 
“stuck his feet 
underneath 
the fence,” 
therefore, he 
technically 
attended it. 
(CNN News-
ource, 18 May 

2024) Bob clearly wasn’t about to 
ruin his streak.

Jim and I have been attend-
ing since May 28, 2008, the year 
we began dating, but our streak 
doesn’t compare to Skorjanc’s. 
Our race friends informed us as 
we took our seats in Turn 4 that 
we had to pick a driver, one we’d 
root for throughout the 200 laps. 
I chose Australian Will Power. I 
didn’t know anything about Will 
Power: I just liked his name. It 
was his first Indy 500 and mine. 
He started 23rd and finished 13th. 

Our race atten-
dance has con-
tinued with some 
hiccups along the 
way. On May 27, 
2018, we rose 
early in our Indy 
hotel room to get 
ready for the race. 
Climbing out of 
the shower, I slipped, fell, and hit 
my head on the cabinetry below 
the bathroom sink. Jim helped 
me dress while I held pressure on 
my bleeding noggin. He drove 
us to an emergency facility just 
a couple buildings away. An ER 
doc put 7 stitches in the back of 
my head. He gave me a prescrip-
tion for pain meds and antibiotics, 
and advised us to skip the Indy 
500 that day. Based on how I was 
feeling and the fact I never lost 
consciousness, he didn’t think I 
suffered a concussion; however, 
sitting in the noise and heat at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
wasn’t advisable. 

So back to the hotel we went, 
packed our belongings, let our 
friends know we wouldn’t be 
joining them in the stands, and 
drove home. On the way we 
tuned the radio to the race and 
listened intently. We were able 
to watch the last 20+ laps on TV 
when we reached home and were 
seated in our living room.

Guess who won. Will Power. 

My driver since 
2008. He began 
in fourth position, 
endured 7 cautions 
for a total of 41 
laps. Ed Carpenter 
led 62 of the 200 
laps; Will led 59 
of them, most 
importantly the 

final four laps. The temperature 
that day was just a degree below 
the record 92 degrees of the 1937 
Indy 500. It was hot. I hated miss-
ing Will Power’s win, but I’m 
grateful we didn’t have to endure 
the heat in the Turn 4 bleachers 
with the sun beating down and 
nary a breeze.

We enjoyed the 2019 race and 
celebrated as Frenchman Simon 
Pagenaud took the checkered 
flag. Vive La France! Covid-
19 prevented everyone from 
attending the race (except Mr. 
Skorjanc) in 2020. In 2021 we 
hadn’t planned to seek one of 
the 135,000 tickets made avail-
able; that year my breast cancer 
surgery occurred in May. In Feb-
ruary 2022, I broke my right hip 
and didn’t feel steady enough on 
my feet to join Jim, but we were 
back in the stands in 2023 when 
Josef Newgarden won for the first 
time. 

This year we were eager to 
take our place in the stands to see 
if Newgarden (starting in the pole 

position) would record a back-to-
back win, if Castroneves (starting 
in the second row) would claim 
his record fifth Indy 500 win, or 
if Will Power (my driver) would 
advance from 12th position to 
take the checkered flag, drink and 
shower himself with the tradition-
al milk drink, and sit in Victory 
Lane with his second win. 

Alas, our attendance was not 
meant to be. We arrived at Heart-
land RV Resort in Greenfield 
Thursday afternoon to enjoy 
some camping before the race on 
Sunday. That evening we ate a 
yummy dinner of hotdogs, potato 
salad, baked beans, and fruit 
salad. By 7:30 Jim was in severe 
pain. He sat in his recliner briefly, 
moved outside to one of the camp 
chairs momentarily, then gravi-
tated to a post on the other side 
of the camper bracing himself to 
“toss his cookies.” He didn’t, but 
came inside to google “hospitals 
nearby.” 

Half an hour later we were on 
our way to Hancock Regional 
Hospital, seven minutes away 
(though it took longer because I 
was driving our behemoth of a 
truck and Jim was puking into a 
bag in the passenger seat). After a 
look at his urine, a CT scan, and 
blood work, the ER doctor deter-
mined that Jim’s kidney stone 
was on the move. After being 
discharged, we drove to CVS for 

meds and Arby’s for a jamocha 
shake and slider for Jim (and a 
slider for Java, our chocolate lab 
who’d been hanging out in our 
camper for more than 5 hours). 
On the way back to Heartland, 
Jim was feeling no pain but we 
decided to sell our tickets and 
enjoy the race from the comfort 
of our camper.

By Saturday afternoon Jim had 
sold the tickets and parking pass. 
Sunday we watched the 4-hour, 
rain-delayed race and saw Will 
Power crash on lap 146 and Josef 
Newgarden claim the win—a 
back-to-back accomplishment. 

Here’s the Thing: We Spald-
ings are known for our camp-
ing calamities. However, when 
the Indy 500 is our destination, 
it seems it’s more like health 
calamities. We don’t let them stop 
us from enjoying life, enjoying 
camping. A positive attitude in 
any situation can make all the dif-
ference in the world. 

Let’s talk. 
annaspalding1956@gmail.com

———
Editor’s Note: This is one of a 

series of articles and opinions writ-
ten by a group of retired and current 
teachers — LaNae Abnet, Ken Ball-
inger, Billy Kreigh, Kathy Schwartz, 
and Anna Spalding. Their intent is to 
spur discussions at the dinner table 
and elsewhere. You may also voice 
your thoughts and reactions via The 
News-Banner’s letters to editor.

Anna 
Spalding

Lions Club Fishing Derby at Ouabache
Fifty-eight young fishermen (and women), ages 2 to 15, participated in the Bluffton Optimist 
Club’s Fishing Derby on a recent Saturday morning and addition to catching an occasional fish 
many received door prizes that included tackle boxes, rods and reels and other fishing gear. The 
event is an annual project of the Optimists. Above right, eager to show off their prizes were half 
of the youngsters to participated in the fishing experience. From left, front row are Murphy Dob-
son, Broden Morgan, Lennon Draper, Imogen Draper and Blayne Dawson while behind them are 
Liam Evans, Micah McAfee, Kreigh Bagley, Zeth Baumgartner, Bryson Goines, Natalie Simmons 
and Lily Morgan. Below right, the rest of the “door” prize winners from the Fishing Derby. From 
left, front row are Bryant Kumfer, Micah Byer, Colten Madden, Braxton Simmons, Blayne Daw-
son,  Royal Davis, Lennon Draper and Clara McAfee while behind them are Kaliyah Ehrman, 
Olson Draper, Hudson Aschliman, Maximus Carrillo, Easton Okey, Ryder Kumfer and two young 
men who skipped off before we caught their names. (Photos provided by Roger Sherer)

Thank you for 
reading your
local newspaper

130 W. Monroe St. Decatur, IN • 260•724•SHOW

www.abcinemainc.com

The Garfield Movie
Thursday, June 6th 6pm

Friday, June 7th 6pm & 8:30pm
Saturday, June 8th 

2:30pm, 5pm & 7:30pm
Sunday, June 9th 2pm & 4:30pm

IF
Thursday, June 6th 6:20pm

Friday, June 7th 6:15pm & 8:45pm
Saturday, June 8th 

2:45pm, 5:15pm & 7:45pm
Sunday, June 9th 2:15pm & 4:45pm

Free Family Film Festival
Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse

Wednesday, June 12th 10am



By CARLA K. JOHNSON 
AP Medical Writer

Specially trained service 
dogs helped ease PTSD 
symptoms in U.S. military 
veterans in a small study 
that the researchers hope 
will help expand options for 
service members.

The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs provides 
talk therapy and medica-
tions to veterans with post-
traumatic stress disorder and 
runs a pilot program involv-
ing service dogs. The VA 
can prescribe service dogs 
to certain veterans diagnosed 
with a visual, hearing or sub-
stantial mobility impairment, 
including eligible veterans 
with PTSD, and will cover 
some costs associated with 
having a service dog.

The agency continues 
to review the research “to 
evaluate the effectiveness of 
service dogs,” said VA press 
secretary Terrence Hayes, 
“and we are committed to 
providing high-quality, evi-
dence-based care to all those 
who served.”

Study co-author Mag-
gie O’Haire, of the Univer-
sity of Arizona’s veterinary 
college, said one of the 
researchers’ goals was “to 
bring evidence behind a 
practice that appears to be 
increasingly popular, yet 

historically did not have the 
scientific base behind it.”

For the study, service dogs 
were provided by K9s For 
Warriors, a nonprofit orga-
nization that matches trained 
dogs with veterans during 
a three-week group class. 
The dogs are taught to pick 
up a veteran’s physical signs 
of distress and can interrupt 
panic attacks and nightmares 
with a loving nudge.

Researchers compared 
81 veterans who received 
service dogs with 75 veter-
ans on the waiting list for a 
trained dog. PTSD symp-
toms were measured by psy-
chology doctoral students 
who didn’t know which vet-
erans had service dogs.

After three months, PTSD 
symptoms improved in both 
groups, but the veterans with 
dogs saw a bigger improve-
ment on average than the vet-
erans on the waiting list. The 
study, funded by the National 
Institutes of Health, was pub-
lished Tuesday in JAMA 
Network Open.

It wasn’t clear from the 
study whether spending 
time with any dog would 
have had the same effect. 
(About 40% of the veterans 
in both groups owned pet 
dogs.) And all the veterans 
in the study had access to 
other PTSD treatments.

Service dogs should be 
considered complementary 
and not a standalone thera-
py, O’Haire said.

“When you add it to 
existing medical practices, 
it can enhance your experi-
ence and reduce your symp-
toms more,” she said.

PTSD is more common 
among veterans than civil-
ians, the VA says, affecting 
as many as 29% of Iraq war 
veterans over their lifetimes. 
Symptoms include night-
mares, flashbacks, numb-
ness or the feeling of being 
constantly on edge.

“I would wake up in the 
middle of the night, almost 
nightly, in a pool of sweat,” 
said Dave Crenshaw, who 
served with the Army 
National Guard in Iraq and 
was diagnosed with PTSD in 
2016 while working under-
cover in law enforcement. 
Antidepressants helped with 
some symptoms, he said, but 
he still felt numb.

The 41-year-old veteran 
met his service dog, a point-
er-black lab mix named 
Doc, in 2019. He immedi-
ately felt what he described 
as “joy and wholesomeness. 
It’s just an overwhelming 
feeling of ‘Hey, everything’s 
going to be OK.’”

Doc senses when he’s 
upset, often before he notic-

es himself, and come close, 
Crenshaw said. Today, Cren-
shaw is no longer taking 
antidepressants and is enjoy-
ing retirement from the mili-
tary and law enforcement. 
He gives Doc credit for get-
ting his life back on track.
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Contact Me!
260.414.6353

cathie.peterson@steffengrp.com 

CATHIE PETERSON  | REAL ESTATE BROKER

(800) 566-5659  |  fwortho.com
Bluffton Regional Medical Center
303 S. Main St., Suite 404 A
Bluffton, IN 46714

Brandon S. Huggins, MD 
Spine

Adam Hall, MD
Hand, Elbow & 

Shoulder

Lakai R. Enterline, DO
Sports Medicine & General

John Paul M. Manalo, MD
Total Joint Replacement

Your “road to recovery” isn’t a 45-minute drive up State 
Road 1. That’s why Fort Wayne Orthopedics has locations 

close to home—like Bluffton—so you can focus on healing, 
not a commute. Our personalized treatment plans, 

specialist doctors, and clean, safe surroundings will help 
you feel renewed, refreshed and ready to take on the 

world. Plus, you’ll still have a full tank of gas.

We make convenience part  
of your treatment.

Board Appointments for 2024
The Wells County Board of Commissioners and/or the Wells County 

Council are accepting applications for a Board Appointment to:

Wells County Library Board
The appointment to this board is a 4-year term and is effective 

August 15, 2024 – August 15, 2028.  If you are interested in serving on 
this board, please contact the Wells County Auditor’s Office at 260-824-
6470 for an application.  Applications can also be downloaded by going 
to the Commissioner or County Council page of the County Website 
at www.wellscounty.org.  Send completed applications to Wells County 
Auditor, 102 W Market St., Suite 205, Bluffton, IN 46714 or email to 
auditor@wellscounty.org.  Applications will be accepted through June 
28, 2024.

Wells County, Indiana prohibits discrimination and/or the exclusion 
of individuals from its governmental facilities, programs, activities, and 
services based on the individual person’s race, color, national origin, sex, 
age, disability, low-income status, sexual orientation or limited English 
proficiency. Wells County, Indiana affirms its commitment to providing 
meaningful opportunities and access to government facilities, programs, 
activities and services in an effort to comply with all laws including; 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended.

Rural pharmacies fill health care gap, owners say it’s harder to stay open
By DEVI SHASTRI
 AP Health Writer

Basin Pharmacy fills 
more than prescriptions in 
rural northern Wyoming. 
It’s also the key health care 
access point for the town of 
about 1,300 people and the 
surrounding area.

It sells catheters, colos-
tomy supplies and diabetic 
testing strips. The storage 
room contains things that 
people rely on to survive, 
such as a dozen boxes of 
food for patients who must 
eat through tubes. The 
pharmacy fills prescrip-
tions in bulk for the county 
jail, state retirement center 
and youth group homes. 
Some patients come from 
Jackson, five hours away 
by car, for the specialized 
services.

Pharmacist Craig Jones 
makes house calls when 
no one else can, answers 
his phone at all hours of 
the night and stops to chat 
about bowel movements at 
church. Yet Jones keeps a 
pile of his own paychecks 
on a desk in the back of his 
pharmacy. Four months’ 
worth, uncashed.

“Every year, it’s a little 
worse,” Jones said of the 
financial pressures on his 
business.

Rural pharmacies, inde-
pendent or chain, can be a 
touchstone for their com-
munities. The staff knows 
everyone’s names and 
drugs, answers questions 
about residents’ mail-order 
prescriptions or can spot the 
signs of serious illness.

But rural pharmacies’ 
business models face unre-
lenting pressures to the point 
that sometimes they have to 
close. Several largely rural 
states have some of the low-
est number of pharmacies 
per ZIP code, according to 

an AP analysis of data from 
49 states and the National 
Council for Prescription 
Drug Programs.

The closest pharmacy 
to Basin Pharmacy is eight 
miles away in Greybull, and 
Jones and two other phar-
macists opened it after the 
department store chain that 
ran its predecessor went 
bankrupt.

EFFECTS OF 
A CLOSURE

When a pharmacy does 
close in a rural area, com-
munities feel the absence.

In Herscher, Illinois, 
news came out of nowhere 
that the CVS would shut 
down in early March.

Mayor Shannon Swee-
ney met with CVS repre-
sentatives and asked them 
to delay the closure for his 
village of 1,500 that’s 80 
miles south of Chicago, but 
he said the company told 
him the front of the store 
was not making enough 
money.

Pharmacy access is an 
important consideration, 
CVS spokesman Matt 
Blanchette told The Associ-
ated Press, but the company 
also weighs local market 
dynamics, population shifts 
and the number of stores 
in the area selling similar 
products. He confirmed the 
meeting with Sweeney, but 
did not directly answer a 
question about what finan-
cial issues led to the store 
closure.

Tammy McLearen came 
to the CVS twice a month to 
pick up medications for her 
blood pressure and choles-
terol on her way to and from 
work near Kankakee.

She moved her prescrip-
tions to the CVS near work 
because she doesn’t want to 
get them through the mail; 
her village isn’t a top prior-

ity for snow removal in the 
winter — and her late hus-
band’s heart medications 
would often get lost in the 
mail.

“We’re losing conve-
nience, a staple,” she said 
of the pharmacy, which was 
part of a small statewide 
chain before CVS bought 
it in 2017. “I hope another 
pharmacy goes in here.”

Sweeney said that’s his 
goal — preferably an inde-
pendent one. But in the 
months since the closure, 
two promising leads have 
dried up, leaving the them 
“dead in the water,” he said.

FINANCIAL 
PRESSURES

Four of Wyoming’s inde-
pendent pharmacies closed 
last year, said Melinda 
Carroll, legislative direc-
tor of the state’s pharmacy 
association. Two more, one 
independent and one chain, 
closed so far this year.

Jones plans to hold out in 
Basin. He owns two other 
businesses there — a café 
next to the pharmacy and a 
grocery store, for which he 
cashed in some of his retire-
ment accounts to keep it 
from closing.

But some 25% of the 
prescriptions he fills today 
are reimbursed for less than 
what he bought the medica-
tions for. Jones said he lost 
$30,000 between the begin-
ning of the year and mid-
May.

Hence, the uncashed 
checks.

“I’m working for free a 
lot,” he said. “And I don’t 
mind. I love to serve the 
community. But I kind of 
resent having to do that 
because of large corpora-
tions, huge pharmacy ben-
efit managers, that are mak-
ing millions of dollars a 
year.”

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — Parts 
of the north side of Montgomery are 
defined by what it has lost: restaurants, 
grocery stores and a convenient pharma-
cy, the latter of which closed five years 
ago.

People who still live in the historical-
ly Black neighborhood of Newtown, like 
Sharon Harris, are frustrated. She goes 
to a different location of the same phar-
macy chain, which is four miles from her 
home.

“You have to come back sometimes,” 
she said, “and then they wait so long to 
fill the prescription.”

In cities across the U.S., major retail 
pharmacies have closed hundreds of 
stores over the past few years and inde-
pendents can't always afford to stay 
open. That can leave residents of color 
without easy access to a business that 
provides not only prescriptions but also 
fundamental public health services like 
vaccinations, over-the-counter medicines 
and even food.

Closures create “a situation where 
there's not just (a lack of) investment 
in terms of pharmacy development and 
expansion, but there's no incentive to 
stay in those neighborhoods,” said Dima 
Qato, a professor of clinical pharmacy 
at the University of Southern California 
who has studied pharmacy access.

And an Associated Press analysis 
of licensing data from 44 states, data 
from the National Council for Prescrip-
tion Drug Programs and the American 
Community Survey shows residents of 
neighborhoods that are majority Black 
and Hispanic have fewer pharmacies per 
capita than people who live in mostly 
white neighborhoods.

MAC Pharmacy is the only one serv-
ing about 20,000 people in a major-
ity Black ZIP code in Cleveland. George 
Tadross, the part-owner and pharmacy 
manager, said he is adamant about mak-
ing things as easy as possible for his 
mostly older customers — sometimes by 
organizing their medications by day for 

them.
“You have to have a pharmacist to 

talk to,” he said. “My philosophy in the 
pharmacy business is you know your 
doctor, he knows everything about you. 
You need to know your pharmacist as 
well (because) the pharmacist is the only 
one that sees the whole medical treat-
ment plan you have.”

Pharmacists play a role in managing 
chronic diseases like diabetes and heart-
related issues, which Black and Hispanic 
people are more likely to be diagnosed 
with.

And when pharmacists or pharmacy 
technicians reflect their customer base — 
by speaking the same language or under-
standing the community — it can be 
easier to build a strong rapport and trust, 
said Jasmine Gonzalvo, who teaches at 
Purdue University's College of Pharmacy 
and has researched the needs of Spanish-
speaking patients at pharmacies.

She noted that if people don't feel 
comfortable asking questions about the 
medication, then it might mean they 
don't take it or don't take it correctly.

“You don't get a refill,” Gonzalvo 
said, “simply because there were barriers 
in the way of your communicating and 
feeling safe in that relationship with your 
pharmacist.”

That's why Bert's Pharmacy in Eliza-
beth, New Jersey, has “Spanish- and 
English-speaking staff all the time,” said 
owner and pharmacist Prakash Patel 
said. His business is located in an ZIP 
code where nearly 70% of the residents 
are Hispanic.

“We want to make sure, too, they 
understood everything,” Patel said. “We 
have Spanish-language labels for them, 
we print all the instructions in Spanish 
for them.”

In Montgomery, where Harris lives, 
the city is working on a development 
plan for the north side. A retail analy-
sis in the plan shows a small pharmacy 
could generate $1.5 million in sales a 
year.

In cities across the U.S., Black and Latino 
neighborhoods have less access to pharmacies

Service dogs helped ease PTSD symptoms 
in some U.S. military veterans, researchers say
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No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, JUNE 6

BOYS GOLF: (Regional) Bluffton, Nor-
well at The Players Club in Muncie, 8 
a.m.

High School Calendar

By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) 
— With their list of coach-
ing candidates growing, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers received 
permission Tuesday to inter-
view Denver assistant David 
Adelman, a person familiar 
with the team’s search told 
The Associated Press.

Adelman, the son of long-
time NBA coach Rick Adel-
man, is the sixth known can-
didate contacted by the Cavs.

Cleveland could further 
expand its search in the com-
ing days, said the person 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the team 
is not commenting while 
looking for J.B. Bickerstaff’s 
successor.

ESPN was first to report 
Cleveland’s connection with 
Adelman.

The Cavs fired Bicker-
staff last month after they 

were eliminated in the sec-
ond round of the playoffs by 
Boston. Bickerstaff’s teams 
improved each year and this 
season he was saddled with 
numerous injuries.

The 43-year-old Adelman 
is coach Michael Malone’s 
top assistant with the Nug-
gets, who won the title last 
season. He’s also worked 
with Minnesota (five years) 
and Orlando (one year) 
before joining Denver in 
2017.

Adelman also interviewed 
with the Los Angeles Lakers 
for their vacancy.

It’s not yet known if the 
Cavs have formally inter-
viewed any of the candidates 
they’ve contacted so far.

Cavs president of basket-
ball operations Koby Altman 
stressed he and his staff will 
be diligent in finding the next 
coach. The team believes 
it’s close to contending for a 

title.
Cleveland has already 

gotten permission to speak 
with Golden State’s Kenny 
Atkinson, New Orleans 
assistant James Borrego, 
New York Knicks assistant 
Johnnie Bryant, Miami assis-
tant Chris Quinn and Tim-
berwolves assistant Micah 
Nori.

Bickerstaff guided the 
Cavs back to the playoffs 
last year — All-Star guard 
Donovan Mitchell’s arrival 
in a trade helped — for the 
first time since 2018, but a 
first-round flameout against 
the Knicks raised questions 
about his future.

Still, the Cavs were 
among the East’s top teams 
this season amid injuries to 
Mitchell, guard Darius Gar-
land and forward Evan Mob-
ley. Cleveland then lost cen-
ter Jarrett Allen in the play-
offs with a broken rib.

By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer
Caitlin Clark has been 

tested during her first month 
in the WNBA with physical 
play from opponents that has 
brought an increased spot-
light on the league.

Not all of the attention 
has been positive.

T h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
exploded over the weekend 
when Chicago’s Chennedy 
Carter gave a shoulder shot 
to Clark that knocked her to 
the floor before an inbound 
pass during the third quar-
ter of the Sky-Indiana Fever 
game on Saturday.

“I think everybody is 
physical with me, they get 
away with things that prob-
ably other people don’t get 
away with,” Clark, who like 
many good offensive players 
sometimes flails when hit to 
draw the attention of offi-
cials, said after a loss to the 
Los Angeles Sparks last week. “It’s tough, 
but that’s just the fact of the matter.

“This is a very physical game, and you’re 
going to get pressure, this is professional 
basketball,” Clark said. “It is what it is, hon-
estly.”

The officials said Carter’s action was an 
away-from-the-ball foul and didn’t review 
the play. It was deemed a common foul at 
the time. The league upgraded the play to a 
flagrant-1 violation foul a day later.

Though the WNBA hasn’t commented 
on the physical plays involving Clark, the 
Carter=Clark collision had people talking 
across not only the sports media landscape, 
but also shows like “The View.”

There’s no shortage of opinions on the 
physicality that the No. 1 pick has faced 
this season, either arguing that not enough is 
being done to protect her, that she is being 
targeted by other players because of the 
media attention she receives, that race is a 
factor or that it is just the natural competi-
tive evolution in the growing sport of wom-
en’s basketball.

Going into Tuesday’s games, Clark is 
currently 11th in average fouls drawn per 

contest, averaging 4.2 per 
contest, tops among rookies 
in that category. She is third 
overall in total fouls drawn 
with 46, but the Fever 
(2-9) have played the most 
games.

Clark has said she won’t 
let the physical play get 
into her head and that she 
will continue to play her 
game. At times, however, 
her frustration has shown 
when she feels she doesn’t 
get a call. She has been hit 
with a league-leading three 
technical fouls. A seventh 
technical during the regu-
lar season would result in a 
one-game suspension.

Fever coach Christie 
Sides understands Clark’s 
frustrations and isn’t tak-
ing the “it is what it is” 
approach. Sides believes 
some of the fouls against 
Clark have crossed the line 
and said she will continue 

to send video clips to the league until some-
thing is done about it.

The Carter foul happened in Clark’s 
first pro matchup with college rival Angel 
Reese, a 71-70 Indiana win. That game was 
watched by an average of 1.53 million view-
ers with a peak of over 2.19 million.

Reese has had her own “welcome to the 
WNBA moments.” Most notably, when she 
was thrown to the ground on a hard foul by 
Connecticut’s Alyssa Thomas in a Sky-Sun 
game last month.

The officials immediately went to the 
monitor to review the situation and upgrad-
ed the foul to a flagrant-2 on Thomas, which 
comes with an automatic ejection.

“It’s not just cause I’m a rookie,” Reese 
said of the physical play that comes her way. 
“I’m a player. I’m a basketball player. They 
don’t give a damn if I’m a rookie. I mean, I 
want them to come at me every day, I want 
them to come at everybody. I mean, they’re 
not supposed to be nice to me. I hope you all 
know that.

“They’re not supposed to be nice to me 
or lay down because I’m Angel Reese or 
cause I’m a rookie.”

By STEFANIE 
DAZIO and 

AMY TAXIN 
Associated Press

SANTA ANA, 
Calif. (AP) — As 
an interpreter, 
Ippei Mizuhara 
was supposed to 
bridge the gap 
between baseball 
star Shohei Ohtani 
and his English-
speaking teammates and fans as the duo 
traveled from Southern California to 
ballparks across the U.S.

Instead, Mizuhara exploited the Japa-
nese-English language barrier to isolate 
Ohtani and profit, in the truest sense, 
from his proximity to the two-way play-
er ‘s power. On Tuesday, the ex-inter-
preter pleaded guilty in federal court in 
Santa Ana, California, to bank and tax 
fraud for stealing nearly $17 million 
from the unsuspecting athlete’s Arizona 
bank account.

He spent the money to cover his 
growing gambling bets and debts with 
an illegal bookmaker, plus $325,000 
worth of baseball cards and, to the shock 
of prosecutors, his own medical bills.

“In fact, after we announced the 
charges, we only discovered more fraud 
in this case,” said Martin Estrada, U.S. 
Attorney for the Central District of Cali-
fornia. “We discovered Mr. Mizuhara 

had victimized Mr. 
Ohtani to the extent 
that he wouldn’t 
even pay for den-
tal. He stole money 
from Mr. Ohtani 
to pay for his own 
dental expenses.”

T h e  c a s e 
involved arguably 
the world’s most 
famous baseball 

player and the sport’s 
most valuable voice. Despite the interna-
tional media frenzy, Tuesday’s 45-minute 
proceeding was fairly mundane: Ohtani 
was known as “Victim A” inside the 
courtroom and the ex-interpreter only 
spoke to acknowledge his guilt.

“I worked for Victim A and had 
access to his bank account and had fallen 
into major gambling debt,” Mizuhara 
told the judge. “I went ahead and wired 
money … with his bank account.”

He and his attorney declined to com-
ment after the hearing.

Inside baseball, Mizuhara stood by 
Ohtani’s side for many of the Japanese 
sensation’s career highlights, from serv-
ing as his catcher during the Home Run 
Derby at the 2021 All-Star Game, to 
being there for his two American League 
MVP wins and his record-shattering 
$700 million, 10-year deal with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers.

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — San Diego 
Padres infielder Tucupita Marcano was 
banned from baseball for life for betting 
on the sport and four others were sus-
pended for one year by Major League 
Baseball on Tuesday in the game’s big-
gest gambling scandal in decades.

MLB said Marcano placed 387 base-
ball bets totaling more than $150,000 in 
October 2022 and from last July through 
November with a legal sportsbook. The 
24-year-old Venezuelan with 149 games 
of major league experience became the 
first active player in a century banned for 
life because of gambling.

Oakland Athletics pitcher Michael 
Kelly was suspended for one year for 
betting on baseball while in the minor 
leagues, and three minor leaguers also 
were banned for one year for betting on 
big league games: pitchers Jay Groome 
of San Diego and Andrew Saalfrank of 
Arizona, and infielder José Rodríguez 
of Philadelphia. Each of those four play-
ers wagered under $1,000. Saalfrank 
and Rodríguez played previously in the 
majors.

“The strict enforcement of Major 
League Baseball’s rules and policies gov-
erning gambling conduct is a critical com-
ponent of upholding our most important 
priority: protecting the integrity of our 
games for the fans,” baseball Commis-
sioner Rob Manfred said in a statement. 
“The longstanding prohibition against 

betting on Major League Baseball games 
by those in the sport has been a bedrock 
principle for over a century. We have been 
clear that the privilege of playing in base-
ball comes with a responsibility to refrain 
from engaging in certain types of behavior 
that are legal for other people.”

Marcano became the second North 
American athlete banned for gambling in 
recent months. The NBA gave Toronto’s 
Jontay Porter a lifetime ban in April after 
concluding he disclosed confidential 
information to bettors and wagered on 
games, including on the Raptors to lose.

Marcano is the first active major 
leaguer banned for life under the sport’s 
gambling provision since New York 
Giants outfielder Jimmy O’Connell in 
1924. Pete Rose, baseball’s career hits 
leader, agreed to a lifetime ban in 1989 
after an investigation concluded he bet 
on Cincinnati Reds games while manag-
ing the team.

Marcano spent parts of the past three 
major league seasons with Pittsburgh 
and San Diego, which signed him as a 
teenager in 2016. He made his major 
league debut with the Padres in 2021 
before they traded him to the Pirates later 
that year.

Marcano has not played since tearing 
his right ACL last July 24. The Padres 
claimed him off waivers from Pittsburgh 
last November, but he hasn’t suited up 
for San Diego while recovering from his 
knee injury.

Shohei Ohtani’s intrepreter Ippei 
Mizuhara stole nearly $17M

MLB suspends four players, 
bans Tucupita Marcano for 
life for betting on baseball

Cavs to interview Nuggets 
assistant David Adelman

Shohei Ohtani

Caitlin Clark, physical play and 
questions about fouls dominating 
discussions around the WNBA

Ippei Mizuhara
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By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND (AP) — Kansas City 
shortstop Bobby Witt’s Jr.’s throwing error 
led to Cleveland scoring three runs on an 
infield grounder in the seventh inning in 
the Guardians’ 8-5 win over the Royals on 
Tuesday night, the first matchup this season 
between the AL Central’s top two teams.

The Guardians trailed 5-0 in the fourth 
before storming back to win the three-game 
series opener and push their division lead to 
five over the Royals.

Witt clobbered a pair of two-run hom-
ers totaling nearly 1,000 feet, but his errant 
throw in the seventh swung the game to 
Cleveland.

“I made a mistake,” Witt said. “It cost us 
the game.”

After Tyler Freeman’s homer tied it 5-5 
for the Guardians and chased Royals start-
er Seth Lugo, Cleveland loaded the bases 
on a fielder’s choice and two walks — one 
by Sam Long (0-1) — with two outs when 
David Fry hit a grounder up the middle.

Witt gloved it to the right of the base and 
initially tried to beat Josh Naylor to second 
for a force. When Witt realized he couldn’t 
get the sliding Naylor, he unleashed a wild 
throw that first baseman Vinnie Pasquantino 
had no chance of getting.

The ball wound up in the photographer’s 
pit, and because Naylor had already gotten 
to second base, he was awarded third and 
home.

Witt wished he could have a do-over.
“I should have just thrown the ball to first 

and made the play,” he said. “I just kind of 
slow played it and should have just made the 
decision to throw it to first. You learn from it 
and you try not to make those mistakes and 
do the little things right and tonight I didn’t.

“I’ve got to move on and learn from it,” 
he said while there was little conversation 
taking place in Kansas City’s subdued club-
house following a tough loss.

Over in Cleveland’s side, it was a famil-
iar scene — music and card games follow-
ing the club’s 15th come-from-behind win.

“Our guys truly believe we’re one rally, 
one hit away from starting a rally to come 
back and we don’t quit,” said Guardians 
manager Stephen Vogt. “These guys don’t 
quit. And it’s just a testament to who they 
are. That’s who they’ve always been. And 
it’s just that belief that we’re going to come 

back.”
Rookie Cade Smith (3-0) came on for 

Triston McKenzie, and Emmanuel Clase 
worked the ninth for his AL-leading 19th 
save. Clase has given up just one earned run 
in 2024.

Naylor hit a two-run homer for the 
Guardians, who reached 40 wins in 60 
games for just the third time in club history. 
They also did it in 1954 (42-18), 1995 (42-
18) and 1999 (40-20).

Witt connected in the third and fourth 
innings off Cleveland starter McKenzie, 
who has given up eight homers in his last 
three starts.

Down 5-0 in the fourth after Witt’s sec-
ond homer, the Guardians got Naylor’s 16th 
homer while scoring three in the fourth off 
Lugo, who came in leading the AL in wins 
(9) and was 6-0 in six road starts.

OLD FRIENDS, NEW RIVALS
Vogt credits Royals manager Matt Qua-

traro for helping shape his path to the 
majors.

Vogt’s first manager in the minor leagues 
was Quatraro.

“He taught me everything,” Vogt said. 
“How to work and act like a professional. 
I had him my first two years and I couldn’t 
have been more thankful for somebody to 
show me what it means to be a pro, what it 
means to work, what it means to hold your 
teammates accountable and hold yourself 
accountable to being the best you can be.”

TRAINER’S ROOM
Royals: OF Kyle Isbel wasn’t in the 

lineup out of an abundance of caution after 
colliding with Witt in Sunday’s game. Isbel 
was struck in the head by Witt’s knee as 
they chased a bloop. Isbel also recently 
fouled a ball off his face and suffered bruis-
es and fractures. “This was just me being 
more careful than trying to rush him,” Qua-
traro said.

Guardians: RHP Gavin Williams (elbow 
soreness) pitched 2 1/3 innings in his second 
rehab start for Triple-A Columbus.

UP NEXT
The Guardians will go with a bullpen 

game Tuesday as reliever Nick Sandlin 
makes his first career start against Royals 
RHP Brady Singer (4-2, 2.63), who gave up 
a career-high 13 hits in his previous outing 
at Progressive Field.

It had been Logan Allen’s turn in the rota-
tion, but Vogt said he’ll be available in relief.

Guardians score 3 runs on 
Witt’s wild throw, down Royals 
as AL Central’s top teams clash

Green Valley Golf League results
Wayne Close, Jack Blair, Tom Reifsteck, 

Care Collins and Arley Higginbotham were 
a part of the winning team in this week’s 
Green Valley Tuesday Golf League.

Arland Pitts was the closest to pin, Rick 
Oatees had the longest putt. The winning 
teams were Dick Crispen and Bruce Warner 
and Joe Hangel and Tom Wahrwold.
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We’ll publish a selection of entries on 
Friday, June 14th in the News-
Banner. All entries received by Tuesday, 
June 11th will have an opportunity to win.

PLEASE NOTE - Drawings must be submitted on white paper and drawn  
with black ink. Entry art size should measure 

2 3/4” wide by 3 1/2 ” tall. Submit entry with this form by JUNE 11th.

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS TUES., JUNE 13th

BASKETBALL
NBA
FINALS

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Thursday, June 6

Dallas at Boston, 8:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 9

Dallas at Boston, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, June 12

Boston at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Friday, June 14

Boston at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Monday, June 17

x-Dallas at Boston, TBA
Thursday, June 20

x-Boston at Dallas, TBA
Sunday, June 23

x-Dallas at Boston, TBA

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
Connecticut 9 0 1.000 —
New York 8 2 .800 1½
Atlanta 4 3 .571 4
Chicago 3 5 .375 5½
Indiana 2 9 .182 8
Washington 0 9 .000 9

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 6 2 .750 —
Las Vegas 4 2 .667 1
Seattle 5 3 .625 1
Phoenix 4 5 .444 2½
Dallas 3 4 .429 2½
Los Angeles 2 6 .250 4

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Tuesday’s Games
Connecticut 76, Washington 59
New York 88, Chicago 75
Phoenix at Seattle, late

Wednesday’s Games
Las Vegas at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Los Angeles, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Chicago at Washington, 7 p.m.
New York at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Indiana at Washington, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at Los Angeles, 10 p.m.
Minnesota at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Seattle at Las Vegas, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL
FINALS

(Best-of-7)
(x-if necessary)

Saturday, June 8
Edmonton at Florida, 8 p.m.

Monday, June 10
Edmonton at Florida, 8 p.m.

Thursday, June 13
Florida at Edmonton, 8 p.m.

Saturday, June 15
Florida at Edmonton, 8 p.m.

Tuesday, June 18
x-Edmonton at Florida, TBA

Friday, June 21
x-Florida at Edmonton, TBA

Monday, June 24
x-Edmonton at Florida, TBA

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 43 19 .694 —
Baltimore 39 20 .661 2½
Boston 30 31 .492 12½
Tampa Bay 30 31 .492 12½
Toronto 28 32 .467 14

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Cleveland 40 20 .667 —
Kansas City 36 26 .581 5
Minnesota 33 27 .550 7
Detroit 31 30 .508 9½
Chicago 15 46 .246 25½

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Seattle 34 27 .557 —
Texas 29 32 .475 5
Houston 28 34 .452 6½
Oakland 24 37 .393 10
Los Angeles 22 38 .367 11½

Monday’s Games
Baltimore 7, Toronto 2
Detroit 2, Texas 1
Houston 7, St. Louis 4
L.A. Angels 2, San Diego 1

Tuesday’s Games
Cleveland 8, Kansas City 5
Atlanta 8, Boston 3
N.Y. Yankees 5, Minnesota 1
Tampa Bay 9, Miami 5
Baltimore at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Chicago Cubs 7, Chicago White 

Sox 6
Detroit 3, Texas 1
Houston 8, St. Louis 5
Seattle at Oakland, late

Wednesday’s Games
Atlanta (Schwellenbach 0-1) at Bos-

ton (Pivetta 2-4), 1:35 p.m.
St. Louis (Mikolas 3-6) at Houston 

(Blanco 5-1), 2:10 p.m.
Kansas City (Singer 4-2) at Cleveland 

(Sandlin 4-0), 6:40 p.m.
Minnesota (Paddack 4-2) at N.Y. Yan-

kees (Rodón 7-2), 7:05 p.m.
Baltimore (Suárez 2-0) at Toronto 

(Berríos 5-4), 7:07 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Fedde 4-1) at 

Chicago Cubs (Taillon 3-2), 8:05 p.m.
Detroit (Maeda 2-2) at Texas (Ureña 

1-5), 8:05 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 43 19 .694 —
Atlanta 34 24 .586 7
Washington 27 33 .450 15
New York 26 35 .426 16½
Miami 21 40 .344 21½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 36 25 .590 —
Chicago 30 31 .492 6
St. Louis 28 31 .475 7
Pittsburgh 28 32 .467 7½
Cincinnati 28 33 .459 8

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 38 24 .613 —
San Diego 32 31 .508 6½
San Francisco 29 32 .475 8½
Arizona 28 32 .467 9
Colorado 21 39 .350 16

Monday’s Games
Philadelphia 3, Milwaukee 1
N.Y. Mets 8, Washington 7
Houston 7, St. Louis 4
Cincinnati 13, Colorado 3
Arizona 4, San Francisco 2
L.A. Angels 2, San Diego 1

Tuesday’s Games
Pittsburgh 1, L.A. Dodgers 0
N.Y. Mets 6, Washington 3
Tampa Bay 9, Miami 5
Philadelphia 2, Milwaukee 1, 10 

innings
Chicago Cubs 7, Chicago White 

Sox 6
Cincinnati 4, Colorado 1
Houston 8, St. Louis 5
San Diego at L.A. Angels, late
San Francisco at Arizona, late

Wednesday’s Games
St. Louis (Mikolas 3-6) at Houston 

(Blanco 5-1), 2:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (Ashcraft 4-3) at Colo-

rado (Hudson 2-7), 3:10 p.m.
Milwaukee (Ashby 0-1) at Philadel-

phia (Nola 7-2), 4:05 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (Paxton 5-0) at Pitts-

burgh (Skenes 2-0), 6:40 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Fedde 4-1) at 

Chicago Cubs (Taillon 3-2), 8:05 p.m.

Midwest League
Tuesday’s Games

Peoria 6, Fort Wayne 5
Wednesday’s Games

Peoria at Fort Wayne, 7:05 p.m.

Scoreboard

SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP) — The San 
Francisco 49ers rewarded All-Pro running back 
Christian McCaffrey with a contract extension 
after he won the AP Offensive Player of the Year 
award in his first full season with the team.

A person familiar with the deal said it’s 
worth $19 million per year over two years. 
The person spoke to The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity Tuesday because the 
terms of the deal were not announced by the 
team. Pro Football Talk first reported the new 

contract.
“Business is business,” McCaffrey said 

Tuesday. “It’s part of this game. Both sides 
were mutually very respectful the whole time. 
Just proud and happy that we got something 
like this done.”

McCaffrey was on hand at the start of San 
Francisco’s mandatory minicamp after skipping 
the voluntary practices the previous two weeks. 
He didn’t take part in work on the field because 
the Niners didn’t want to rush him into action.

MLB gambling suspensions
New San Diego manager Mike Shildt 

and most of the current Padres never shared 
a dugout with Marcano, only meeting him at 
spring training.

“I got to know him as a person, and I 
think the person is a really good one,” Shildt 
said Tuesday before the Padres faced the 
Los Angeles Angels.

“Clearly it’s something that rightful-
ly baseball takes very seriously, as they 
should,” Shildt added. “There’s always 
consequences to your actions. But in my 
understanding and my personal relationship 
with him, which is very limited, he’s a fine 
young man. We make mistakes in life, and I 
don’t think he’s running from it. He’s clear-
ly going to be punished for it. I just hope 
it doesn’t interrupt his life, because again, 
in talking to him, he’s a good guy, and we 
all make mistakes. ... He doesn’t need to be 
labeled or anything for one mistake.”

Major League Rule 21, posted in every 
clubhouse, states betting on any baseball 
game in which a player, umpire, league 
official or team employee has no duty to 
perform results in a one-year suspension. 
Betting on a game in which the person has a 
duty to perform results in a lifetime ban.

MLB said it was tipped off in March 
about the betting activity by a legal sports 
betting operator. New monitoring measures 
put in place with MLB and the sportsbook 
triggered these wagers being flagged for 
attention, a person familiar with investiga-
tion told The Associated Press, speaking on 
condition of anonymity Tuesday because 
that detail was not announced.

None of the players punished played 
in any games on which they wagered, and 
all players denied to MLB they had inside 
information relevant to their bets or the 
games they gambled on — testimonies that 
MLB said aligned with data received from 
the sportsbook.

In its announcement, MLB detailed the 
bets alleged for each player.

Marcano’s 387 baseball bets included 
international games and 231 MLB-related 
wagers for $87,319 from Oct. 16-23, 2022, 
and from last July 12 through Nov. 1. Twen-
ty-five of those bets included wagers on 
Pirates games while he was on the team’s 
major league roster. Though injured, he was 
receiving medical treatment at PNC Park 
last year.

Marcano bet almost exclusively on the 
outcomes of games and lost all of his parlay 
bets involving the Pirates, winning just 4.3% 
of all of his MLB-related bets.

Marcano is a career .217 hitter with five 
homers, 34 RBIs and seven stolen bases in 
149 games. He has played in both the infield 
and outfield.

“While the thorough investigation 
revealed no evidence of any games being 
compromised, influenced or manipulated in 
any way in this case, protecting the integrity 

of our game is paramount,” the Pirates said 
in a statement.

The other four players did not bet on 
games involving their assigned teams.

Kelly placed 10 bets on nine major 
league games from Oct. 5-17, 2021, while a 
minor league player assigned to Houston’s 
Triple-A Sugar Land farm team. The bets 
included wagers on outcomes, over/under 
on runs and an individual pitcher’s strike-
out total. Three of the nine games involved 
the major league Astros. His wagers totaled 
$99.22 and resulted in $28.30 of winnings.

Kelly, 31, was 3-2 with a 2.59 ERA in 28 
games this season, last pitching on Saturday 
at Atlanta. The former first-round draft pick 
appeared in 46 games over the past three 
seasons.

Groome, a 25-year-old who had been on 
a minor league injured list since mid-April, 
placed 32 MLB-related bets from July 22, 
2020, through July 24, 2021, including 24 
on the Boston Red Sox major league team 
while he was assigned to Boston’s High-
A team in Greenville, South Carolina. The 
sport detailed he wagered $453.74 on 30 
MLB games and had a net loss of $433.54, 
receiving payouts on only two wagers. His 
betting included parlays.

Rodríguez, 23, has been at Double-A 
Reading this season. He placed 31 bets 
on baseball on Sept. 30, 2021, and from 
June 5 through July 30 in 2022, includ-
ing 28 on MLB and three on college base-
ball. The total included seven involving 
the Chicago White Sox at the time he was 
assigned to their Double-A team in Birming-
ham, Alabama. Two of the White Sox bets 
involved outcomes and the others were on 
runs scored. He bet $749.09 on baseball, of 
which $724.09 was on MLB-related bets 
that included parlays.

Philadelphia acquired Rodríguez in April, 
and manager Rob Thomson said he doesn’t 
know the 23-year-old Dominican.

“I really can’t comment on it, other than 
I know that everyone is required in the 
major leagues and minor leagues is required 
to understand Rule 21, and that’s through 
Major League Baseball, the rules on gam-
bling,” Thomson said.

Saalfrank, 26, pitched in 21 games for 
Arizona last year between the regular sea-
son and postseason, including three World 
Series games, and two this year before he 
was optioned to Triple-A Reno on May 1. 
He placed 29 baseball bets from Sept. 9 
through Oct. 29 in 2021 and on March 9, 
2022, including 28 on MLB and one par-
lay on college baseball. He placed four bets 
on the big league Diamondbacks while on 
the injured list of their Low A farm team. 
His baseball bets totaled $445.87 on base-
ball, including $444.07 on MLB, and lost 
$272.64 on MLB bets and $1.80 on the col-
lege wager. He won just five of 28 MLB 
bets, which included outcomes, runs and 
pitcher strikeouts.

(Continued from Page A1)

Mizuhara stealing 17M

Off the field, Mizuhara became Ohtani’s 
friend and confidant. He famously resigned 
from the Los Angeles Angels during the 
2021 MLB lockout so he could keep speak-
ing to Ohtani — he was rehired after a deal 
was struck — and their wives reportedly 
socialized.

But Mizuhara gambled it all away, betting 
tens of millions of dollars that weren’t his to 
wager on international soccer, the NBA, the 
NFL and college football — though prosecu-
tors said he never bet on baseball.

Estrada, the U.S. attorney, said Ohtani 
was particularly vulnerable, despite his fame.

“Mr. Ohtani is an immigrant who came 
to this country, is not familiar with the ways 
of this country and therefore was easily prey 
to someone who was more familiar with our 
financial systems,” Estrada said during a 
news conference in downtown Los Angeles 
after the hearing.

Federal prosecutors said Mizuhara’s 
scheme began in 2021 when he switched 
the bank account’s contact information from 
Ohtani’s to his own, meaning any communi-
cation from the financial institution would be 
sent directly to him without Ohtani knowing.

Mizuhara capitalized on the language 
barrier to keep Ohtani’s financial advisers 
from understanding their client, and at times, 
Mizuhara even impersonated the player to 
the bank to prolong the fraud.

The ploy allowed Mizuhara to plunder 
just under $17 million from the account — 
which he’d helped Ohtani set up in Phoenix 
in 2018 to deposit his paychecks — from 
2021 until earlier this year.

Mizuhara’s winning wagers totaled over 
$142 million, which he deposited in his own 
bank account and not Ohtani’s. But his los-
ing bets were around $183 million, a net loss 
of nearly $41 million.

Tuesday’s guilty plea was anticipated 
after Mizuhara agreed to a deal with the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office last month. He pleaded 
guilty to one count of bank fraud, which car-
ries up to 30 years in federal prison, and one 
count of subscribing to a false tax return, 

which could add a maximum of three years 
of incarceration.

A sentencing hearing is scheduled for 
October. Mizuhara also could be on the 
hook for restitution to Ohtani that could total 
nearly $17 million, as well as more than $1 
million to the IRS. And as a legal permanent 
resident who has a green card, he might be 
deported to Japan.

The investigation into Mizuhara stemmed 
from a broader probe of illegal sports book-
making organizations in Southern California 
and the laundering of proceeds through casi-
nos in Las Vegas. Overall, authorities have 
netted a dozen defendants.

There was no evidence Ohtani was 
involved in or aware of Mizuhara’s gam-
bling, and the player cooperated with inves-
tigators. He expressed relief after Tuesday’s 
hearing and, in a statement, thanked his 
team, family and the Dodgers organization 
“who showed endless support throughout 
this process.”

“It’s time to close this chapter, move on 
and continue to focus on playing and win-
ning ballgames,” he said.

The Los Angeles Times and ESPN broke 
the news of the prosecution in late March, 
prompting the Dodgers to fire the interpreter 
and MLB to open its own investigation.

While prosecutors said Mizuhara never 
bet on baseball, MLB rules prohibit players 
and team employees from wagering with 
illegal or offshore bookmakers.

MLB also bans betting on baseball, even 
legally. On Tuesday — hours before Mizu-
hara’s hearing — the organization banned 
San Diego Padres infielder Tucupita Mar-
cano from baseball for life in the wake of 
another gambling scandal.

MLB said Marcano placed 387 baseball 
bets totaling more than $150,000 in October 
2022 and from last July through November 
with a legal sportsbook. He became the first 
active player in a century banned for life 
because of gambling. Four others were sus-
pended Tuesday.

(Continued from Page A1)

Christian McCaffrey gets a 2-year 
contract extension with 49ers
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Friends, frustrations and 
finding new connections

Dear Annie: I’ve experienced couples 
being completely tone-deaf to the single 
friends in their lives. Sometimes they 
have no interest in helping their friends 
find a relationship. I’m not even talking 
about setting someone up. I’m talking 
about having no interest in even going to 
a place where single people might be.

In my case, it resulted in dropping the 
friend group entirely since they wouldn’t 
offer to meet me somewhere single peo-
ple might be. They also wouldn’t have 
conversations outside of marriage and 
kids. When asked to move the conversa-
tion to something I could contribute to, 
I was berated for not being happy about 
being single from someone who was in 
a string of relationships continuously for 
a decade.

Sometimes, it’s better to realize that 
not everyone has your interests in mind. 
They were a part of my life for a long 
time, and now they don’t feel like a part 
of it. Should I try to keep these friend-
ships or move on and find new friends? 
— Kicked to the Curb

Dear Kicked: I’m not sure you were 
kicked to the curb so much as redirect-
ed by the time of life that your friends 
are in. Have you tried to tell them that 
you feel sad for not being in a relation-
ship and that you would like their help 
as friends? They could be your married 
wingmen.

It sounds like they are making you 
feel left out of the relationship world, 
and no one likes to feel left out. Just tell 
them you don’t want to talk about their 
relationships. Your letter does come 
across as a little bitter. Not being in a 
relationship does not have to be a per-
manent thing. You sound like you want 
to go out and mingle with other singles.

Try to find friends who are single and 
with whom you have more in common at 
this season of your life. Nothing is for-
ever, so you might come back to your 
“relationship friends.”

Dear Annie: I 
am a 34-year-old 
single mother. 
Last year, I was 
offered a job at 
a hospital for a 
good service posi-
tion. I passed my 
background check 
but failed the drug 
screening because 
I tested positive 
for THC. I only 
consumed it one time, and I told that 
to the hiring manager, but she said that 
they have a no-tolerance policy.

I was crushed after I withdrew my 
application. For years I have been try-
ing to better my life, not only for me but 
for my 13-year-old daughter. I was won-
dering if you can give me advice on the 
entire situation. I have been clean since 
November. It was a one-time thing and 
a horrible mistake. I was wondering if 
I should reapply for the same position. 
I even took a course online and got my 
food aid certificate, which would help 
me get this job back. — Lost Out on a 
Good Opportunity

Dear Lost Out: All is not lost. In fact, 
it is better than ever because you are 
clean and sober. If you struggle with 
substance abuse, you can find support in 
groups like Narcotics Anonymous. You 
absolutely should reapply for that job 
and for a few other jobs if you find them 
available. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNSSatan is the 
commander of deceit

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | June 1 - 7, 2024    | 13 Wednesday prime time

06/05 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
(4:30) TCT 
Prayer 

Washington Watch 
With Tony Perkins 

Creflo 
Dollar 

Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Love 
Worth 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Founda-
tion 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

D-Day: The Greatest 
Victory (N) 

Let's Make a Deal 
Primetime "Vacation!" 

Tracker "Lexington" Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Blue Bloods "Home 
Sweet Home" 

Blue Bloods "Love 
Stories" 

Blue Bloods "The Poor 
Door" 

Blue Bloods "Power 
Players" 

Blue Bloods "In the 
Box" 

Blue Bloods
"Occupational Hazards" 

Blue Bloods "Bad 
Company" 

Blue Bloods "Through 
the Looking Glass" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

The 
Conners 

Shark Tank ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Chicago Med Chicago Fire "Call Me 
McHolland" 

Chicago P.D. "Retread" News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Party 
Favor" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man
"The Help" 

Dateline "Broken 
Bonds" 

Dateline "Mystery in 
Mustang" 

Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

Goldbergs 
"Shopping" 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Walker (N) Sight Unseen "Razor's 

Edge" (SF) (N) 
Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
NOVA "Why Ships 
Crash" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

LIFE Ahead
(N) 

Nature "Grizzly 399: Queen of the 
Tetons" 

Sheryl Crow in Concert (N) Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

The Green Planet 
"Tropical Worlds" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
NOVA "Why Ships 
Crash" 

Context Indiana 
Week 

PBS NewsHour (N) Nature "Grizzly 399: Queen of the 
Tetons" 

Sheryl Crow in Concert Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Returning 
Citizens 

Sister 
Eileen 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang MasterChef (N) Gordon Ramsay's Food 
Stars (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Castle Castle Castle Castle Castle (:05) Castle (:05) Castle Castle

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <+++ Free Guy (‘21) Ryan Reynolds. <++ Bullet Train (‘22) Joey King, Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Brad Pitt. (P) The Bear The Bear "Braciole" <+++ Free Guy Ryan Reynolds. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<++ Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin 
Diesel. 

<++ Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin 
Diesel. 

E! News
(N) 

Sex-City
"Evolution"

Sex and 
the City 

Sex and 
the City 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<+ Law Abiding Citizen (2009, Thriller) Gerard Butler, Colm 
Meaney, Jamie Foxx. 

<+++ American Gangster (2007, Crime Story) Russell Crowe, 
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Denzel Washington. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter Women's World Series Finals, Game 1: Teams TBA From USA 

Softball Hall of Fame Complex in Oklahoma City. (L) (N) 
SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt
(L) (N) 

SportsCenter 
Americano (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) Pardon (N) Track NCAA Outdoor Championship: Men's Day 1 From Hayward Field in Eugene, Ore. (N) NFL Live < 26.2 to Life (‘22, Doc) 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Cardinals 
Post (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Kids TV 

Golf Life Breaking 
Par 

Sports 
Stars 

Life New 
Jersey 

MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Houston 
Astros From Minute Maid Park in Houston. 

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 2 

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 3 

United Fight Alliance 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Prodigy" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Counterfeit" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Popular" 

Law & Order: SVU
"Surveillance" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Justice" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Greed" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Denial" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Silence" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Expedition "Hunt for 
the Secret Seaplane" 

Expedition "Missing 
Heroes of WW2" 

Expedition "Finding the 
Lost Pilots of WW2" 

Expedition Josh travels to the D-Day battlefields & the 
beaches of Normandy where discoveries are being made.

Ghost Adventures
"Hotel Congress" (N) 

Ghost Adventures
"Haunting In The Hills" 

Expedition Unknown 
"Digging Into D-Day" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Crack Addicts Botched "Holy Moly" Botched "Butt Out" My 600-Lb. Life: Where Are They Now? (N) 600-Lb. Life "Jeanne and Brandon" 600-Lb. Life

HIST  38 77 120 269 
American Pickers 
"Knucklehead Blue" 

American Pickers
"$135,000 Pick" 

American Pickers
"Junkyard Jewels" 

American Pickers "Pool 
Hall Picking" 

American Pickers "Best 
Of: Heartland Picks" (N) 

(:05) American Pickers
"Mega Pick Madness" 

(:05) American Pickers
"King of Salvage" 

(:05) Pickers "Best Of: 
Heartland Picks" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Killer Cases (N) Murder (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< Shifting Gears (2024, Romance) Tyler Hynes,
Kristin Booth, Katherine Barrell. 

< My Secret Valentine (2018, Romance) Andrew 
W. Walker, Peter MacNeill, Lacey Chabert. 

< For Love & Honey (2024, Romance) Andrew 
Walker, Margaret Clunie. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
<++ Escape Room: Tournament of Champions
(‘21, Hor) Logan Miller, Indya Moore, Taylor Russell.

<+++ Ready Player One (2018, Sci-Fi) Olivia Cooke, Ben Mendelsohn, Tye 
Sheridan. (P) 

Reginald "Undead 
Bedfellows" (N) 

<+++ Ready Player One (2018, Sci-Fi) Olivia 
Cooke, Ben Mendelsohn, Tye Sheridan. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (L) (N) Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
Supernat. "What Is and 
What Should Never Be" 

Supernatural "All Hell 
Breaks Loose, Part I" 

Supernatural "All Hell 
Breaks Loose, Part II" 

<++ The Meg (2018, Sci-Fi) Li Bingbing, Rainn Wilson, Jason 
Statham. 

<++ Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales 
(2017, Adventure) Geoffrey Rush, Javier Bardem, Johnny Depp. 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ Tombstone (1993, Western) Val Kilmer, Michael Biehn, Kurt Russell. <++ U.S. Marshals (1998, Action) Wesley Snipes, Robert Downey Jr.,

Tommy Lee Jones. 
<+++ The Fugitive (1993, Thriller) Tommy Lee 
Jones, Sela Ward, Harrison Ford. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
United Football 
League 

United Football 
League 

Pregame 
(L) (N) 

MLB Baseball San Diego Padres at Los Angeles Angels From Angel Stadium 
of Anaheim in Anaheim, Calif. (L) (N) 

M. 
Friendlies 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 NCIS "Jeopardy" NCIS "Hiatus" NCIS "Hiatus" NCIS "Shalom" NCIS "Escaped" NCIS "Singled Out" NCIS "Faking It" NCIS

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Supermarket Stakeout Super. Stakeout (N) Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Grocery Games Supermarket Stakeout 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Down Below Deck Down Below Deck Top Chef Top Chef (N) (:15) <+++ Game Night (‘18) Jason Bateman. (:15) < Game Night 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Fairly Odd SpongeBob SpongeBob Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Zombies /(:10) <+++ Toy Story 3 Tom Hanks. Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City Jessie Jessie Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:00) < 
Prince of ... 

<++ Alice in Wonderland (2010, Children) Mia Wasikowska,
Helena Bonham Carter, Johnny Depp. 

<++ Alice Through the Looking Glass (2016, Fantasy) Anne 
Hathaway, Mia Wasikowska, Johnny Depp. 

Royal Rule
(N) 

The 700 Club <+++ Stuck in the 
Suburbs 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:35) <++++ The 
Dark Knight 

(:10) <+++ Black Swan (2010, Drama) Mila 
Kunis, Vincent Cassel, Natalie Portman. 

<+++ The Iron Claw (2023, Biography) Jeremy 
Allen White, Harris Dickinson, Zac Efron. 

(:15) We're Here
"Oklahoma, Part 3" 

(:15) <+++ Moonlight (2016, Drama) Alex 
Hibbert, Ashton Sanders, Mahershala Ali. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:55) <+++ Fargo (‘96) Steve 
Buscemi, Frances McDormand. 

(:35) <+++ Cedar Rapids (‘11, Com)
John C. Reilly, Anne Heche, Ed Helms. 

<++ Over Her Dead Body (‘08) 
Paul Rudd, Lake Bell, Eva Longoria. 

(:35) < Some Kind of Beautiful (‘14)
Salma Hayek, Pierce Brosnan. 

(:15) <+++ The End of the Tour (2015, Drama) 
Jason Segel, Becky Ann Baker, Jesse Eisenberg. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:30) < 
Mission: I... 

(:45) <+++ Mission: Impossible -- Ghost Protocol (2011, 
Action) Jeremy Renner, Simon Pegg, Tom Cruise. (P) 

<+++ Tropic Thunder (2008, Comedy) Jack 
Black, Robert Downey Jr., Ben Stiller. 

<++ The Beach Bum (‘19) Snoop 
Dogg, Matthew McConaughey. (P) 

(:35) <+++ Face/Off (‘97) Nicolas 
Cage, Joan Allen, John Travolta. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:30) <++ Home Again 
(‘17) Reese Witherspoon. 

(:10) < Showing Up (2022, Comedy Drama) Hong 
Chau, Maryann Plunkett, Michelle Williams. 

<+++ Carol (2015, Romance) Rooney Mara,
Sarah Paulson, Cate Blanchett. 

<+++ Frida (2002, Drama) Alfred Molina,
Geoffrey Rush, Salma Hayek. (P) 

(:05) < Wuthering 
Heights 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I started 
not ic ing behavioral 
changes in my sweet 
teenage grandson. His 
disposition has become 
hostile. As a little boy, he 
won Bible drills in Sun-
day school and my hope 
for his future was bright, 
wondering what God 
might have in store. Now 
instead of listening to the 
Lord, he’s listening to 
something called melodic 
death metal, screaming 
about the horrors of Hell. 
I find it interesting that 
the very people who use 
their platforms to speak 
against God’s truth, affirm 
that God’s truth is real — 
yet they still reject it. I’ve 
begged my grandson to 
turn away from this wick-
edness and turn back to 
God. Some of my friends 

tell me there’s no use 
praying for my boy. 
Is there a Bible verse 
that says otherwise? – 

D.G.
Answer: The world’s 

pastimes chock-full of 
pop culture is searing 
the souls of our children. 
Young people’s sense of 
right and wrong is being 
choked by wild and rank 
weeds of a moral waste-
land. Satan is the com-
mander of deceit. He is 
the ringleader in rebel-
lion against the faithful. 
Satan is the great spoiler 
of everything good. Only 
God can change the heart 
of someone who is in 
rebellion against Him. No 
matter how logical our 
arguments or how fervent 
our appeals, our words 
will accomplish nothing 
unless God’s Spirit pre-
pares the way. Never stop 
praying for God to work 
in another person’s life. 

This should be the motto 
of every follower of Jesus 
Christ.

The  B ib le  says , 
“Remember, beloved, 
… ‘In the last time there 
will be scoffers, follow-
ing their own ungodly 
passions.’ It is these who 
cause divisions, worldly 
people, devoid of the 
Spirit. … Have mercy on 
those who doubt; save 
others by snatching them 
out of the fire … hating 
even the garment stained 
by the flesh.” (Jude 1:17–
23, ESV). No matter how 
dark and hopeless a situ-
ation might seem, never 
stop praying.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

2008 BUICK LUCERNE in ex-
cellent condition. Leather inte-
rior, heated and electric seats,
148,600 miles, $5,700,
260-273-2224.

SERVICES
Services

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

THE ODD JOB

Outdoor projects (such as
landscaping, painting, planting,
etc.), house keeping (such as
laundry, dishes, sweeping,
dusting, painting, etc.). Feeling
stressed with house work or
indoor & outside projects??
Give us call to become one of
our clients! You give us a list &
we negotiate the price & get
the job done! Hope to hear
from you! A&T Odd Jobs,
260-820-2680.

ADVERTISE YOUR

SERVICES!

A 20 word, line classified in the
Bluffton News-Banner for two
months is $97. Contact the of-
fice at 125 N. Johnson St.,
260-824-0224 or submit online
to www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Paid-
On-Call Firefighters and Part
Time Firefighters. Both posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-4:30p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due June 14th.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

AUCTIONS
Auctions

414 N MERIDIAN ST. 3 RING
AUCTION ON JUNE 8TH AT
THE BRICKER AUCTION
HOUSE Ring 1 @ 9:00 Farm
Items - Live Only
Ring 2 @ 10:00 Multi Estate
Simulcast Auction - Bid live or
Online - Trailers, Trucks, Scis-
sor Lift, House Hold Items,
Firearms, and more!
Ring 3 @ 11:00 - Live & On-
line Small Animals such as
chickens, rabbits, reptiles, etc.
Bid by going to bidbricker.com
Jun. 08 9:00 AM-6:00 PM Rain
or Shine

Lottery Numbers

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Tuesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 08-19-25-31-
43

Cash4Life —  03-24-26-
33-56, Cash Ball: 02

Quick Draw Midday — 
01-05-19-22-25-26-27-34-
38-39-40-46-50-57-59-60-
62-65-75-80, BE: 34

Daily Three-Midday — 
02-02-06, SB: 06

Daily Three-Evening — 
01-09-07, SB: 04

Daily Four-Midday — 
07-03-00-00, SB: 06

Daily Four-Evening — 
04-03-07-03, SB: 04

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-04-05-08-09-10-12-
14-20-21-25-38-42-51-60-
72-74-78-79-80, BE: 60

Hoos ier Lot to  — 
Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $14 million

MEGA MILLIONS
19-37-40-63-69; Mega 

Ball: 17; Megaplier: 3X. 
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for 
Wednesday): $185 million

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
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July deadline is Tues., June 25!

For as little as …
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING JUNE 9 - 6 p.m. 
EST - Berry estate, owner. Online only real 
estate & personal property! 6 p.m. real estate: 
1 1/2 story craftsman style home w/covered 
porch, 1,700+/- square ft. w/ornate woodwork 
throughout, partial basement, 3-4 bedrooms, 2 
1/2 bath, detached 24x24 two-car garage, sev-
eral older outbuildings all sitting on 6+/- acres, 
Adams Central School District. 6:30 p.m. per-
sonal property: Antique tractors, farm machin-
ery, tools, antiques, primitives, vehicles, furni-
ture, household items, more! Pick up June 10, 
2-6 p.m., 4854 N 400 W, Decatur. Krueckeberg 
Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
JUNE 10-JUNE 17 - Online only firearm - 
Buroff and others, owners. Rifles, shotguns 
& handguns. Marlin, Winchester, Remington, 
Browning, Bush Master, Colt, Walther. Review 
all registration information before bidding. Auc-
tion preview & online bidding assistance June 
12, 4 p.m.-6 p.m., 215 E Market, Bluffton, IN. 
Sale Manager Isaac Stoller, 260-413-3515, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, steffengrp.
com.
BIDDING ENDS JUNE 12 - (Online Only Per-
sonal Property Auction) - Huston Watters, 
seller. 2003 Chevy Impala, well cared for mod-
ern furniture, holiday decor, glassware, house-
hold, woodworking tools, air compressor, hand 
& power tools, lawn & garden, Toro snowblower, 
Toro push lawn mowers, much more! Auction 
preview & online bidding assistance: June 10 
from 4-6 p.m., 1338 Manor Dr., Bluffton, IN. Sale 
manager Brandon Steffen, 260-710-5684, The 
Steffen Group Inc., wwww.steffengrp.com, 260-
426-0633.
JUNE 15-JUNE 22 - (Online Only Auction) - 
The Estate of Glen Bowen, seller. Clean 2005 

Buick Lesabre Custom with 77,000 miles, 2004 
Toyota Sienna mini van, 1987 Riviera Cruiser 
24’ pontoon, 2004 Yamaha XLT jet ski, float-
ing WaveRunner dock, modern furniture, tools. 
Open House: June 9 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 
June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 500 Lane 101 
Jimmerson Lake, Angola, IN. The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 16-JUNE 23 - (Online Only Auction) 
- The Estate of Marilyn McQueary, seller. 
2023 GMC Terrain Denali, AWD Edition with 
2,130 miles (like new), clean like new modern 
furniture, antiques, collectibles, tools, jewelry, 
designer purses, much more. Open Houses: 
June 18 and June 20 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 
S. Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. The Steffen Group 
Inc., 260-824-3006, www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 23 - (Online Only Auction) - Bowen 
Family, sellers. Well cared for 2 bedroom lake 
cottage of Jimmerson Lake with 36’ of frontage, 
three season room,1 car garage, deck with out-
standing views of Jimmerson Lake/Part of the 
Lake James Chain. Open House: June 9 from 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jimmerson Lake, Angola, 
IN. The Steffen Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
JUNE 23 - 4 p.m. - Multiple consignors, own-
ers. Online only consignment auction! 1,000+ 
lots! Huge amount of hand tools, large assort-
ment of household items, camping supplies, 
gun safe, dollhouses, lodge cookware, hunt-
ing items, photography accessories, guitar, 
kitchen items, exercise equipment, restaurant 
equipment and much more! Preview June 20, 
3-5 p.m., 812 Elm Street, Decatur, IN. Pick up 
June 24, 1-6 p.m. and June 25, 9 a.m.-noon. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty LLC, 260-724-
7402, kjauction.com.

90C01-2405-EU-000020
STATE OF INDIANA  )
WELLS COUNTY  )

 IN THE WELLS 
CIRCUIT COURT

IN THE MATTER OF THE )
ESTATE OF   )
THOMAS E. WOODARD, )

Deceased   )
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that 

T. JASON PAULEY was, on the 
29th day of May, 2024, appointed 
personal representative of the 
estate of THOMAS E. WOOD-
ARD, deceased, who died on 
April 6, 2024, and was authorized 
to administer said estate without 
court supervision.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the clerk of this court with-
in three (3) months from the date of 
the first publication of this notice, 
or within nine (9) months after the 
decedent’s death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims will be forever 
barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
29th day of May, 2024.

 Beth Davis
Clerk, Wells Circuit Court

Timothy K. Babcock
Attorney No. 21526-90
DALE, HUFFMAN & BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566
Attorney for Estate

nb 6/5, 6/12
hspaxlp

Public Notices
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF WELLS

IN THE WELLS COUNTY 
 COURT
 CASE NO.
 90C01-2404-MI-000011

IN RE THE MATTER OF:
Charlie Renee Thurman
Name of Minor
Taylor Renee Benedict
By Next Friend

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Notice is hereby given that, 
Taylor Renee Benedict, Next 
Friend of minor child, self-repre-
sented, filed a Verified Petition for 
Change of Name on April 4, 2024 
to change the name of Charlie 
Renee Thurman to Charlie Renee 
Benedict.

The Petition is schedule for 
hearing in the Wells County Circuit 
Court on JUNE 18, 2024, at 8:30 
a.m., which is more than thirty (30) 
days after the third notice of pub-
lication. Any person has the right 
to appear at the hearing and to file 
written objections on or before the 
hearing date.

April 4, 2024
Date
 Beth Davis

Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
nb 5/22, 5/29, 6/5

hspaxlp

            Public Sale
         Calendar

Mark your 
Calendar for 
this event

ITALY TOUR PRESENTA-

TION Thurs, June 6, 6:15pm.
Bluffton Wells Library. Dis-
cover highlights/facts of this
2025 trip. All Welcome! Terri
Worden
grouptoursite.com/tours/mig-
worden

(Using WCPL meeting facility
does not constitute WCPL's
endorsement/sponsorship of
the program or organizer's
policies/beliefs.)
saratworden@gmail.com

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

550 CHANNING WAY (Bell
Brook), Bluffton, Fri., June 7,
8am-6pm, Sat., June 8, 8am-
4pm. Anything & everything
you need for a baby boy up to
size 12. Tons of nice boys
clothes (newborn through size
12), shoes, lots of toys (indoor
& outdoor), ball house, Little
Tykes basketball goal, ride on
toys, play car, high chair, pack
n play, strollers, car seats, ba-
by gates, crib that converts in-
to toddler bed. Some seasonal
decor & random items.

JUNE 6, 7, 8, 9 to 5, 15018
Lothamer Dr., Fort Wayne. 26'
Flagstaff camper, tools, large
air compressor, Vera Bradley,
books, clothes (infant-adult),
toys, craft items, household,
misc.

LARGE MULTI-FAMILY

UNIQUE yard sale, 823 Park-
way Dr. (Riverview Addition),
Thurs. 3-7, Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-
noon. Toys, name brand quali-
ty citing, decor, and antiques.

MULTI-FAMILY BARN SALE

2980 E 1100 S, Montpelier, IN
(in Wells County), Thursday-
Friday, June 6-7, 7:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Antiques, table and
chairs, Coke collectable, ad-
vertising pieces, Legos, Star
Wars, Harry Potter, home
decor, clothes, lamps, TV, TV
stand, sound bar, bedding,
toys, luggage, jewelry, chicken
coop, 1987 candy apple red T-
top Camaro in excellent condi-
tion, and much more!

GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE

June 6 & 7, 9 am-5 pm, June
8, 9 am-2 pm sack sale, For-
gotten Children Worldwide,
650 N. Main St., Bluffton. Gen-
tly used and new clothes and
shoes, air mattresses, bar and
2 chairs set, material, games,
puzzles, books, home decor,
kitchen items, dining table and
chairs, DVDs, purses, much
more. Next sale in September.
New items every sale. Follow
us on Facebook.

Receive a free garage 
sale kit when placing  

a three day, line  
classified ad.

Services

BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/hoosier (I)
FREE HIGH SPEED internet 
for those that qualify. Govern-
ment program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-866-981-
3302 (I)
WAIT UNTIL YOU taste it! 
Send 100% guaranteed, de-
livered-to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks! This package comes 
with 8 FREE PureGround Filet 
Mignon Burgers!  Order The 
Protein-Packed Assortment 
Package! ONLY $129.99.  Call 
1-833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75432VDL or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/Grill-
Faves2546 (I)

Need more employees! 
A 20 word, line classified in 
the Bluffton News-Banner 

for a month is $52.  
Contact the office at 125 N. 
Johnson St.,  824-0224, or 

submit on-line at 
classifieds.news-banner.com.


