
By SYDNEY KENT
A man with a previous con-

viction for domestic violence has 
been arrested for the same crime 
less than four years later.

Matthew Lewis Cassenta, 
40, Bluffton, was charged with 
domestic battery and strangula-
t ion,  both 
Level 5 felo-
n i e s ,  and 
intimidation, 
a Level 6 
felony.

A c c o r d -
ing to a prob-
able cause 
a f f i d a v i t , 
Cassenta’s 
wife reported 
that several 
months prior 
when he was 
upset, he allegedly grabbed her by 
the throat and pinned her against 
the wall, impeding her ability to 
breathe. She reported that Cas-
senta threatened to kill her if she 
reported the incident or attempted 
to leave the marriage. She reported 
the crime on May 13. Cassenta 
appeared in court to days later via 
video from the Wells County Jail.

“I can’t work from in here,” 
Cassenta told the judge. “I think I 
still have a job with Outdoor Con-
cepts.”

Cassenta was ordered to have 
no contact with his wife or child.

Cassenta was previously con-
victed for abusing and strangling 
his wife in December 2020. He 
was sentenced to 730 days in pris-
on with 610 days suspended and 
50 days of jail credit in the case. 
A motion to revoke the suspended 
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By JONATHAN SNYDER
Three Bluffton kids will represent the Bluff-

ton Nazarene Church in regional children’s 
Bible quizzing competitions. 

Isaac Salazar Garcia, Caden Lynch and Abi-
gail Salazar Garcia will compete at the region-
al competition at Olivet Nazarene Church in 
Bourbonnais, Illinois. Five students from four 
districts in Indiana are selected to represent the 
state in regional competition, consisting of kids 
from Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois.

This year’s competition cycle started 
in September and will go through the 
book of Matthew. After 20 weeks of 
studying, with some breaks in December, 
and various quizzes put on by various 
Nazarene churches in the state, 10 kids 
are selected to compete in the state com-
petitions. After the state level, five others 
are picked to go to regionals.

The competition is open to kids from 
kindergarten through sixth grade, and it 
has taken dedication from the kids to get 
to the regionals. Julie Meredith, a volun-
teer for the Bible quizzing program, stat-
ed that it normally takes a couple of hours 
every week of studying on the kids own 
time for them to be ready for this level.

There are two levels in the competi-
tion, a red and a blue level. Red level 
competition is for younger readers and 
features less intense questions than the 
blue level, which is meant for older kids.

“We introduce it to the kids after each quiz,” 
Meredith said. “We (the church) bring all of 
our kids up on stage and explain how the kids 
did. If they’re interested, then they sign up and 
it’s a commitment. So, they have to do home-
work … that we study every week and we try 
to reward them and give them incentives.”

The quizzing practices take the place of 
Sunday school for the kids involved. Bonnie 
Barger, who was involved with the program for 
over 10 years before taking a step back, found 
the different approach to learning rewarding 

not only for the kids, but for herself.
“In Bible quizzing, they have to learn things, 

work through the lessons and totally under-
stand … the Bible verses whereas in Sunday 
school class, they come in and sort of let you 
present it to them and then they get out, get up 
and go out the door. So, you don’t know wheth-
er they are going to continue to study that and 
work on it.”

Barger also stated that the program helps 
kids get a head start on learning about the Bible 
when they head into their teenage years. 

“The studying that they do for these quiz 

Bluffton Nazarene to send 
three to state, regional 
Bible quizzing competition

Abigail and Isaac Salazar Garcia post with their medals 
and trophies. (Photos provided)

Abigail Salazar Garcia poses with a craft project. 

Trump first former U.S. president convicted of felony
By MICHAEL R. SISAK, 

JENNIFER PELTZ, 
ERIC TUCKER, JILL COLVIN 

and MICHELLE L. PRICE 
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Donald 
Trump became the first former 
American president to be convict-
ed of felony crimes Thursday as a 
New York jury found him guilty of 
all 34 charges in a scheme to ille-
gally influence the 2016 election 

through a hush money payment to 
a porn actor who said the two had 
sex.

Trump sat stone-faced while 
the verdict was read as cheering 
from the street below could be 
heard in the hallway on the court-
house’s 15th floor where the deci-
sion was revealed after more than 
nine hours of deliberations.

“This was a rigged, disgraceful 
trial,” an angry Trump told report-

ers after leaving the courtroom. 
“The real verdict is going to be 
Nov. 5 by the people. They know 
what happened, and everyone 
knows what happened here.”

Judge Juan Merchan set sen-
tencing for July 11, just days 
before the Republican National 
Convention in Milwaukee, where 
GOP leaders, who remained reso-
lute in their support in the after-
math of the verdict, are expected 

to formally make him their nomi-
nee.

The verdict is a stunning legal 
reckoning for Trump and exposes 
him to potential prison time in the 
city where his manipulations of the 
tabloid press helped catapult him 
from a real estate tycoon to reality 
television star and ultimately pres-
ident. As he seeks to reclaim the 
White House in this year’s elec-
tion, the judgment presents voters 

with another test of their willing-
ness to accept Trump’s boundary-
breaking behavior.

Trump is expected to appeal the 
verdict and will face an awkward 
dynamic as he returns to the cam-
paign trail tagged with felony con-
victions. There are no campaign 
rallies on the calendar for now, 
though he’s expected to appear 
Friday at Trump Tower and to hold 
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Boeing tells regulators how it plans to fix problems
By DAVID KOENIG
 AP Airlines Writer

Boeing officials explained their 
plan to improve manufacturing 
quality and safety during a three-
hour meeting Thursday with fed-
eral officials, who will continue 
restrictions they placed on the 
company after one of its jetliners 
suffered a blowout of a fuselage 
panel in January.

Federal Aviation Administration 
chief Mike Whitaker said the plan 
is comprehensive and includes 
encouraging Boeing employees to 
speak up about safety concerns.

“This is a guide for a new way 
for Boeing to do business.” Whita-
ker told reporters after the meeting. 
“Boeing has laid out their road map, 
and now they need to execute.”

Boeing released an 11-page 
summary of its “Product Safe-
ty and Quality Plan,” which 
described steps the company is 
taking, including increased inspec-
tions and tighter controls over sup-
pliers. It also says how Boeing 
will measure its improvement.

CEO David Calhoun, who 
announced after the Jan. 5 blowout 
during an Alaska Airlines flight 

that he would step down at the 
end of the year, said the document 
was crafted from comments by 
employees, the FAA, airlines and 
independent experts.

“Many of these actions are 
underway, and our team is commit-
ted to executing on each element of 
the plan,” Calhoun said in a state-
ment. “It is through this continuous 
learning and improvement process 
that our industry has made com-
mercial aviation the safest mode of 
transportation. The actions we are 
taking today will further strengthen 
that foundation.”

Stephanie Pope, a possible suc-
cessor to Calhoun who was recent-
ly promoted to chief operating 
officer and chief executive of Boe-
ing’s commercial airplanes divi-
sion, said the plan was designed to 
improve employee training, sim-
plify manufacturing, “eliminate 
defects at the source, and elevate 
our safety and quality culture.”

Nobody was hurt during the Jan. 
5 blowout of a door plug on a rela-
tively new Alaska Airlines Boeing 
737 Max 9 as it flew above Oregon. 
Accident investigators determined 

(Continued on Page 2)

Matthew Lewis 
Cassenta

Biden finalizing plans for migrant limits as part of border clampdown
By COLLEEN LONG 
and SEUNG MIN KIM 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

White House is finalizing plans 
for a U.S.-Mexico border clamp-
down that would shut off asylum 
requests and automatically deny 
entrance to migrants once the 
number of people encountered by 
American border officials exceed-
ed a new daily threshold, with 
President Joe Biden expected to 
sign an executive order as early as 
Tuesday, according to four people 

familiar with the matter.
The president has been weigh-

ing additional executive action 
since the collapse of a bipartisan 
border bill earlier this year. The 
number of illegal crossings at the 
U.S.-Mexico border has declined 
for months, partly because of a 
stepped-up effort by Mexico. Still, 
immigration remains a top concern 
heading into the U.S. presidential 
election in November and Repub-
licans are eager to hammer Biden 
on the issue.

The Democratic administra-

tion’s effort would aim to head off 
any potential spike in crossings 
that could occur later in the year, 
as the fall election draws closer, 
when the weather cools and num-
bers tend to rise, two of the people. 
They were not authorized to speak 
publicly about the ongoing discus-
sions and spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity.

The move would allow Biden, 
whose administration has taken 
smaller steps in recent weeks to 
discourage migration and speed up 
asylum processing, to say he has 

done all he can do to control the 
border numbers without help from 
Congress.

The talks were still fluid and 
the people stressed that no final 
decisions had been made.

The restrictions being consid-
ered are an aggressive attempt to 
ease the nation’s overwhelmed 
asylum system, along with a new 
effort to speed up the cases of 
migrants already in America and 
another meant to quicken pro-
cessing for migrants with crimi-
nal records or those who would 

otherwise be eventually deemed 
ineligible for asylum in the United 
States.

The people told the AP that 
the administration was weighing 
some of the policies directly from 
a stalled bipartisan Senate border 
deal, including capping the num-
ber of encounters at an average 
of 4,000 per day over a week and 
whether that limit would include 
asylum-seekers coming to the 
border with appointments through 
U.S. Customs and Border Protec-

(Continued on Page 2)
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Trump convicted of felony Weather
Friday, May 31, 2024

(24-hour observations at 10:11 p.m. Thursday)
High: 73; Low: 51; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 3.23  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 77. Southeast wind 5 to 

10 mph. 
Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 53. 

Southeast wind around 5 mph. 
Saturday: A chance of showers, then showers likely and 

possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 74. South wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high 
as 20 mph. Chance of precipitation is 70%. New rainfall 
amounts between a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Saturday Night: Showers likely and possibly a thunder-
storm before 2 a.m., then a chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 59. 
South wind 5 to 10 mph becoming west after midnight. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%. New rainfall amounts 
between a quarter and half of an inch possible. 

Sunday: A 30% chance of showers before 8 a.m. Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 79.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 59.
Monday: A 30% chance of showers and thunderstorms 

after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 84.
Monday Night: A 50% chance of showers and thunder-

storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 66.
Tuesday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms, then 

showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 80. Chance of precipitation 
is 60%.

Tuesday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 66. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60%.

Wednesday: A 50% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly sunny, with a high near 82.

Wednesday Night: A chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 64.

Thursday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 80.
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fundraisers next week.
The falsifying business 

records charges carry up 
to four years behind bars, 
though Manhattan District 
Attorney Alvin Bragg would 
not say Thursday if prosecu-
tors intend to seek impris-
onment, and it is not clear 
whether the judge — who 
earlier in the trial warned of 
jail time for gag order viola-
tions — would impose that 
punishment even if asked.

The conviction, and even 
imprisonment, will not bar 
Trump from continuing his 
White House pursuit.

Trump faces three other 
felony indictments, but the 
New York case may be the 
only one to reach a conclu-
sion before the November 
election, adding to the sig-
nificance of the outcome. 
Though the legal and histori-
cal implications of the ver-
dict are readily apparent, the 
political consequences are 
less so given its potential to 
reinforce rather than reshape 
already hardened opinions 
about Trump.

For another candidate 
in another time, a criminal 
conviction might doom a 
presidential run, but Trump’s 
political career has endured 
through two impeachments, 
allegations of sexual abuse, 
investigations into everything 
from potential ties to Rus-
sia to plotting to overturn an 
election, and personally sala-
cious storylines, including the 
emergence of a recording in 
which he boasted about grab-
bing women’s genitals.

The case’s general allega-
tions have also been known 
to voters for years and, while 
tawdry, are widely seen as 
less grievous than the alle-
gations he faces in three 
other cases that charge him 
with subverting American 
democracy and mishandling 
national security secrets.

Ahead of the verdict, 
Trump’s campaign had 
argued that, no matter the 
jury’s decision, the outcome 
was unlikely to sway voters 
and that the election would 
be decided by issues such as 
inflation.

Even so, the verdict is 
likely to give President Joe 
Biden and fellow Demo-
crats space to sharpen argu-
ments that Trump is unfit 
for office, though for now 

the White House offered 
only a muted statement 
that it respected the rule of 
law. Conversely, the deci-
sion will provide fodder for 
the presumptive Republi-
can nominee to advance his 
unsupported claims that he 
is victimized by a criminal 
justice system he insists is 
politically motivated against 
him.

Tr u m p  m a i n t a i n e d 
throughout the trial that he 
had done nothing wrong and 
that the case should never 
have been brought, rail-
ing against the proceedings 
from inside the courthouse 
— where he was joined 
by a parade of high-profile 
Republican allies — and 
racking up fines for violat-
ing a gag order with inflam-
matory out-of-court com-
ments about witnesses.

Republicans showed 
no sign of loosening their 
embrace of the party leader, 
with House Speaker Mike 
Johnson lamenting what 
he called “a shameful day 
in American history.” He 
called the case “a purely 
political exercise, not a legal 
one.”

The first criminal trial of 
a former American president 
always presented a unique 
test of the court system, not 
only because of Trump’s 
prominence but also because 
of his relentless broadsides 
on the foundation of the case 
and its participants. But the 
verdict from the 12-person 
jury marked a repudiation 
of Trump’s efforts to under-
mine confidence in the pro-
ceedings or to potentially 
impress the panel with a 
show of GOP support.

“While this defendant 
may be unlike any other 
in American history, we 
arrived at this trial and ulti-
mately today in this ver-
dict in the same manner as 
every other case that comes 
through the courtroom 
doors, by following the 
facts and the law and doing 
so without fear or favor,” 
Bragg said after the verdict.

The trial involved charg-
es that Trump falsified busi-
ness records to cover up 
a hush money payment to 
Stormy Daniels, the porn 
actor who said she had sex 
with the married Trump in 
2006.

The $130,000 payment 

came from Trump’s former 
lawyer and personal fixer 
Michael Cohen to buy Dan-
iels’ silence during the final 
weeks of the 2016 race in 
what prosecutors allege 
was an effort to interfere in 
the election. When Cohen 
was reimbursed, the pay-
ments were recorded as 
legal expenses, which pros-
ecutors said was an unlawful 
attempt to mask the true pur-
pose of the transaction.

Trump’s lawyers contend 
they were legitimate pay-
ments for legal services. He 
denied the sexual encounter, 
and his lawyers argued at 
trial that his celebrity status 
made him an extortion tar-
get.

Defense lawyers also 
said hush money deals to 
bury negative stories about 
Trump were motivated by 
personal considerations such 
as the impact on his family 
and brand as a businessman, 
not political ones. They 
also sought to undermine 
the credibility of Cohen, 
the star prosecution witness 
who pleaded guilty in 2018 
to federal charges related to 
the payments, by suggesting 
he was driven by personal 
animus toward Trump and 
fame and money.

The trial featured weeks 
of occasionally riveting 
testimony that revisited an 
already well-documented 
chapter from Trump’s past, 
when his 2016 campaign 
was threatened by the dis-
closure of an “Access Hol-
lywood” recording that 
captured him talking about 
grabbing women sexually 
without their permission and 
the prospect of other stories 
about Trump and sex surfac-
ing that would be harmful to 
his candidacy.

Trump did not testify, 
but jurors heard his voice 
through a secret record-
ing of a conversation with 
Cohen in which he and the 
lawyer discussed a $150,000 
hush money deal involv-
ing a Playboy model, Karen 
McDougal, who has said she 
had an affair with Trump. 
Trump denies that affair.

Daniels herself testified, 
offering a vivid recount-
ing of the sexual encoun-
ter she says they had in a 
Lake Tahoe hotel suite. 
The former publisher of the 
National Enquirer, David 

Pecker, testified about how 
he worked to keep stories 
harmful to the Trump cam-
paign from becoming public 
at all, including by having 
his company buy McDou-
gal’s story.

Jurors also heard from 
Keith Davidson, the lawyer 
who negotiated the hush 
money payments on behalf 
of Daniels and McDou-
gal. He detailed the tense 
negotiations to get both 
women compensated for 
their silence but also faced 
aggressive questioning from 
a Trump attorney who noted 
Davidson had helped broker 
similar hush money deals in 
cases involving other promi-
nent figures.

The most pivotal witness, 
by far, was Cohen, who dur-
ing days of testimony gave 
jurors an insider’s view of 
the hush money scheme and 
what he said was Trump’s 
detailed knowledge of it.

“Just take care of it,” he 
quoted Trump as saying at 
one point.

He offered jurors the 
most direct link between 
Trump and the heart of the 
charges, recounting a meet-
ing in which a plan to have 
Cohen reimbursed in month-
ly installments for legal ser-
vices was discussed.

And he emotionally 
described his dramatic break 
with Trump in 2018, when 
he decided to cooperate with 
prosecutors after a decade-
long career as the then-presi-
dent’s personal fixer.

“To keep the loyalty and 
to do the things that he had 
asked me to do, I violated 
my moral compass, and I 
suffered the penalty, as has 
my family,” Cohen said.

The case, though criti-
cized by some legal experts 
who called it the weakest 
of the prosecutions against 
Trump, took on added 
importance not only because 
it proceeded to trial first but 
also because it could be the 
only only one to reach a jury 
before the election.

The other three — local 
and federal cases in Atlanta 
and Washington alleging 
that he conspired to undo 
the 2020 election, as well 
as a federal indictment in 
Florida charging him with 
illegally hoarding top-secret 
records — are bogged down 
by delays or appeals.

meets is over and above what I think an 
average kid does, as far as studying the 
Bible,” Barger said. “They might have 
Bible devotionals that they read or 
something like that, but these kids have 
to memorize (things) about Bible vers-
es. They have to understand the stories 
that’s presented in the scriptures and be 
tested on. So, it’s definitely going to 
give them an edge over just somebody 
coming in off the street and not having 
any Bible background at all.”

Kids involved are asked questions 
that challenge their Bible and reading 
comprehension skills, while also ask-
ing kids to recall information about 
specific events, such as Jesus’ respons-
es to different questions from priests. 

According to Meredith, Bluffton Naz-
arene sends two kids each year to the 
regionals on average, with its best year 
in 2014, where it sent seven.

“We’ve got good district leaders that 
get everything organized, and present 
the material to us,” Barger said. “And 
then the quiz meets themselves are 
very exciting for the kids and reward-
ing. Then the awards program that 
they have with it is what really entices 
the kids. It seems like when the year 
first starts, and they (the kids) haven’t 
earned any awards yet … they’re kind 
of sluggish and then as the year goes on 
and they see what can be accomplished, 
they get more and more excited. They 
are all pumped about the regional quiz-
zing and getting to do that.”

While the quizzing focuses on the 
kids’ knowledge of the Bible, the teach-
ers and proctors have also seen benefits 
from helping with the quizzing. Mer-
edith stated that helping with the quiz-
zing team has forced her to grow closer 
to God in her spiritual journey. Barger 
also stated that helping with the quizzing 
team has aided in her concentration dur-
ing her time growing closer to Christ.

“It forced me to concentrate more 
on the lessons,” Barger said. “And I 
like the fact that it challenged me to 
do a little more deeper digging on my 
own. It kinda stretched me as an adult. 
Even though it was children’s quizzing 
it kept me digging into God’s word and 
studying it.”

jonathan@news-banner.com

sentence has not yet been 
filed.

In September 2021, Cas-
senta pled guilty to one 
count of battery against 
a public safety official, a 
Level 6 felony, and resist-
ing law enforcement, a Class 
A misdemeanor. Charges 
for battery by bodily waste 
and disorderly conduct were 
dismissed as part of a plea 

agreement.
He received one year in 

prison for the charges. He 
was ordered to serve the 
executed portion of his sen-
tence on home detention.

Cassenta’s bond is set at 
$15,000. He is scheduled 
for a pretrial conference at 1 
p.m. on July 17 in the Wells 
Circuit Court.

sydney@news-banner.com
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Boeing plans to fix problems

Domestic violence

Border crackdown
tion’s CBP One app. Right 
now, there are roughly 
1,450 such appointments 
per day.

Two of the people said 
one option is that migrants 
who arrive after the border 
reaches a certain threshold 
could be removed automati-
cally in a process similar 
to deportation and would 
not be able to return easily. 
Migrants were able to more 
easily return to the border 
if they were expelled under 
the pandemic-era policy 
known as Title 42. Under 
that arrangement, Mexico 
agreed to take back some 
non-Mexican nationalities, 
including migrants from 
Guatemala, Honduras and 
El Salvador.

Migrants, especially 
families, claiming asylum 
at the southern border are 
generally released into the 
U.S. to wait out their cases. 
But there are more than 2 
million pending immigra-
tion court cases, and some 
people wait years for a court 
date while they live in limbo 
in the U.S.

Anyone can ask for asy-
lum regardless of whether 
they arrive illegally at the 
border, but U.S. officials 
are increasingly pushing 
migrants to make appoint-
ments, use a legal pathway 

that avoids the costly and 
dangerous journey, or stay 
where they are and apply 
through outposts in Colom-
bia, Guatemala and Costa 
Rica.

The Biden administration 
has grown ever more con-
servative on border issues as 
the president faces ceaseless 
criticism from Republicans 
and there are large numbers 
of migrants crossing into the 
U.S. from Mexico who are 
not easily returned, especial-
ly as global displacement 
grows from war, climate 
change and more.

The immigration author-
ity that the administration 
has been looking to use is 
outlined in Section 212(f) of 
the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act. It gives a president 
broad leeway to block entry 
of certain immigrants into 
the U.S. if it would be “det-
rimental” to the U.S. nation-
al interest.

Senate Republicans last 
week again blocked a bill 
that would have enshrined 
some of the same efforts 
into law. The vote was 
meant to underscore GOP 
resistance to the proposal 
even as Republicans have 
clamored for more restric-
tions and argued that Biden 
has not done enough to stem 
the flow of migrants enter-
ing into the U.S.

that bolts used to help secure 
the panel were missing after a 
repair job in a Boeing factory.

The mishap further bat-
tered Boeing’s reputation, 
led to multiple civil and 
criminal investigations, and 
prompted Whitaker to order 
the report that Boeing deliv-
ered Thursday.

Whitaker said he wanted 
Boeing to develop a com-
prehensive, detailed plan 
that improves manufactur-
ing process, quality and 
safety management, and 
encourages employees to 
raise concerns about safety.

“Those are all elements 
of the plan,” Whitaker said. 
He added that Boeing had 
accepted all the safety rec-
ommendations made earlier 

this year by a panel of inde-
pendent safety experts.

Still, Whitaker said, the 
FAA will continue to cap 
production of the 737 Max, 
Boeing’s best-selling plane, 
and to insist on approving 
each plane that comes off 
the assembly line. He said 
the FAA also will maintain a 
“significant increase” in safe-
ty inspectors at plants run by 
Boeing and its key supplier, 
Spirit AeroSystems.

Boeing’s recent problems 
could expose it to criminal 
prosecution related to the 
deadly crashes of two Max 
jetliners in 2018 and 2019. 
The Justice Department said 
two weeks ago that Boe-
ing violated terms of a 2021 
settlement that allowed it to 
avoid prosecution for fraud. 

The charge was based on the 
company allegedly deceiv-
ing regulators about a flight-
control system that was 
implicated in the crashes.

Whistleblowers have 
accused the company of 
taking shortcuts that endan-
ger passengers, a claim that 
Boeing disputes. A panel 
convened by the FAA prior 
to the blowout found short-
comings in the aircraft mak-
er’s safety culture.

Most of the recent prob-
lems have been related to 
the Max, however Boeing 
and Spirit AeroSystems 
have also struggled with 
manufacturing flaws on a 
larger plane, the 787 Dream-
liner. Boeing has suffered 
setbacks on other programs 
including its Starliner space 

capsule, a military refueling 
tanker, and new Air Force 
One presidential jets.

Boeing officials have 
vowed to regain the trust 
of regulators and the flying 
public. Boeing has fallen 
behind rival Airbus, and 
production setbacks have 
hurt the company’s ability to 
generate cash.

The company says it is 
promoting a positive safety 
culture, improving worker 
training, reducing “trav-
eled work” — assembly 
tasks that are done out of 
their proper chronological 
order — and keeping closer 
tabs on Spirit AeroSys-
tems, including preventing 
the supplier from shipping 
defective fuselages to Boe-
ing.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)



By MIA HILKOWITZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Attorneys in a lawsuit 
against Indiana’s near-total 
abortion ban jumped right 
into testimony Wednesday, 
beginning a trial in which 
plaintiffs are seeking to 
widen medical exemptions 
and strike down a require-
ment that stripped abortion 
clinics of their licenses to 
perform the procedure. 

The lawsuit  comes 
almost a year after the state 
Supreme Court upheld the 
ban but left the door open 
for Hoosiers to sue over spe-
cific parts of the law. 

In the first session of 
the three-day bench trial in 
Monroe County, lawyers for 
the ACLU of Indiana and 
Indiana Attorney General’s 
Office questioned three wit-
nesses for the plaintiffs; IU 
Health OB-GYN Dr. Amy 
Caldwell, D.C. based OB-
GYN Dr. Steven Ralston, 
and All-Options Executive 
Director Jennifer Parker 
Dockray. 

Prior to Senate Bill 1’s 
enactment, Caldwell per-
formed abortions at the 
Planned Parenthood clinics 
in Indianapolis and Bloom-
ington. She still performs 
abortions at IU Health hos-
pitals.  

The ACLU of Indiana — 
which filed the complaint 
on behalf of Caldwell, Indi-
ana’s Planned Parenthood, 
Women’s Med Group and 
All-Options Pregnancy 
Resource Center — is seek-
ing three preliminary injunc-
tions which would prevent 
the state from enforcing the 
law using clauses that they 
argue are “unconstitutional-
ly narrow” and “needlessly 
restrictive.”

The defendants are the 
Indiana Medical Licensing 
Board and six county pros-
ecutors, who are represented 
by the Attorney General’s 
Office. 

Owen County Special 
Judge Kelsey Blake Han-
lon, a Republican, is over-
seeing the proceedings. 
Hanlon previously issued 
the preliminary injunction 
to halt the state’s abortion 
ban in September 2022. But 
the Indiana Supreme Court 
ultimately ruled in June 
2023 that the law was con-
stitutional, though women 
have a right to an abortion 
when their life or health is 
at risk. 

Health or life exception
The first clause at the 

center of the lawsuit, which 
attorneys called the “Health 
or Life Exception,” allows 
a person to receive an abor-
tion only if the procedure is 
necessary to prevent death 
or a “serious health risk” to 
the pregnant person’s life. 
Since the law went into 
effect, Caldwell said she has 
performed 12-15 abortions 
pursuant to this exception. 

Caldwell said in her testi-
mony the law’s definition of 
serious health risk is “vague 
and incredibly unclear.” She 
also said some of the terms 
used in the law — includ-
ing “major bodily func-
tion” — are not terms used 
in the medical field. Due to 
this vagueness, she said she 
has been unable to provide 
abortions for patients who 
she believes have health 
risks, but is unsure if their 
conditions meet the excep-
tion. 

The plaintiffs argue this 
exception prevents people 
with conditions that could 
become life threatening over 
the course of their pregnan-
cy from receiving abortions. 
In her testimony, Caldwell 
said the only way to resolve 
conditions such as hyper-
emesis gravidarum, placen-
tal abruption and placenta 
previa is by terminating the 
pregnancy. 

Caldwell also said the 
exception would not cover 
patients with conditions 
requiring treatment that 
would harm a fetus, such 
as cancer patients who 
require abortions before 
starting chemotherapy. 
The health or life excep-
tion also does not extend to 
patients with mental health 
conditions “who require 
abortions either to protect 
their own mental health or 
continue taking necessary 
medications,” the complaint 
alleges. 

The OB-GYN said she 
does not see abortion as the 
sole treatment for mental 
health, but rather as a thera-
peutic treatment. However, 
she said in certain situations 
where patients present a 
serious mental health con-
cern — such as self-harm 
or suicidal ideation — abor-
tion may be a reasonable 
response. 

“The practice of good 
medicine is to not withhold 
appropriate care,” she said. 

Hospital requirement
The law also terminated 

licenses for abortion clin-
ics and only allows the 
procedure to occur in a hos-
pital or ambulatory surgi-
cal centers, a clause attor-
neys called the “Hospital 
Requirement.” According 
to the Indiana Department 
of Health 2022 terminated 
pregnancy report, 98.5% 
of abortion in Indiana were 
performed in abortion clin-
ics. 

Caldwell said she is one 
of two physicians in Indi-
ana still performing proce-
dural abortions under the 
law’s exceptions. However, 

she said patients must go to 
an IU Health or Eskenazi 
Health hospital — located 
in Indianapolis — to access 
this care. 

About 30 of Indiana’s 
170 hospitals are Catholic-
sponsored and follow direc-
tives by the United States 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, which bar provid-
ers from performing abor-
tions unless the purpose is 
the “cure of a proportion-
ately serious pathologi-
cal condition of a pregnant 
woman.”

The ACLU argues 
the hospital requirement 
restricts residents from 
accessing care because 
many hospitals providing 
abortions under the ban’s 
exemptions are concentrated 
in and around Indianapolis. 
Of the 10 Indiana hospitals 
that reported performing 
abortions in 2022, five were 
located in Marion County, 
according to the state’s ter-
minated pregnancy report. 
The remaining five hospitals 
were located in Allen, St. 
Joseph and Warrick coun-
ties.

During the state’s ques-
tioning, Caldwell acknowl-
edged there are some situ-
ations where abortions 
should be performed in a 
hospital setting, such as 
when there are risks of seri-
ous complications. How-
ever, she emphasized that 
complications during abor-
tions are rare. 

“It is certainly safer than 
the car ride I took today 
from Indianapolis to Bloom-
ington,” she said. 

During her testimony, 
the defense asked Caldwell 
about a patient who she 
performed an abortion on 
and died after the proce-
dure. She pushed back on 
the assumption the patient 
died due to the procedure, 
stating the patient had pul-
monary hypertension, which 
led to her having a cardiac 
event in the operating room. 

Caldwell performed this 
procedure in a hospital set-
ting, and said the patient 
passed away even after 
being admitted to the ICU. 

Effect of ban
In his testimony, Dr. 

Steven Ralston, an expert 
witness who performs abor-
tions at George Washington 
University Hospital in D.C. 
and a women’s clinic in Bal-
timore, said he has regularly 
seen patients coming from 
other states where abortions 
are banned. He said this has 
led to busier clinics and lon-
ger wait times for patients 
seeking the procedure. 

Ralston also said he 
believes Senate Enrolled 
Act 1 does not offer enough 
protection for doctors. He 
said even if a doctor can 
perform an abortion under 
the law’s exception, they 
will likely delay care to get 
further clarification and this 
delay could allow patients to 
get sicker. 

“Doctors are going to 
read this law and be very 
worried the care they do will 
be illegal,” Ralston said. 

All-Options Executive 
Director Jennifer Parker 
Dockray, who also testified 
Wednesday, said since the 
new law went into effect, 
All-Options — which oper-
ates the Hoosier Abortion 
Fund to help fund costs 
related to obtaining an 
abortion — has only been 
able to fund one person to 
receive an abortion in Indi-
ana.

She said all other cli-
ents have had to go to Illi-
nois, Ohio or Michigan to 
receive an abortion, which 
costs All-Options more to 
fund. On average, Dockray 
said, the Hoosier Abortion 
Fund spent around $225 per 
patient before the law went 
into effect. Now, the organi-
zation spends around $450 
per patient. 

The litigants return to 
the courthouse Thursday for 
further testimony.
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Police NotebookHoward E. “Red” Adams, 95
Howard E. “Red” Adams, 95, 

passed away Wednesday eve-
ning, May 29, 2024, at Markle 
Health and Rehabilitation in Mar-
kle.

Howard was born in Bluffton, 
on Feb. 19, 1929, to John and 
Ruby (Shannon) Adams. He mar-
ried Almeda Marceile (Elzey) in 
Bluffton on Mar. 7, 1948. Almeda 
preceded him in death on Jan. 25, 
1988.

A 1948 graduate of Bluffton 
High School, Howard worked at Franklin Electric in 
Bluffton for 40 years, retiring in 1987, after retirement 
he worked at Miller & Sons Tool and Die in Warsaw part 
time until 2007. He was a former member of the Bluff-
ton Elk’s Lodge 796. Howard loved to water ski, sail-
ing on their sailboat, he played several musical instru-
ments, and enjoyed dancing and singing. He loved 
music, being a karaoke entertainer, and he was selfless 
in nature, most of all, “He lived a fun filled adventurous 
life.”

Survivors include two daughters, Becky (Kim) Hart-
man of Leesburg, Ind. and Pam (Ron) Lenwell of Markle; 
one son, Gary (Mary Lou) Adams of Leesburg, Ind.; eight 
grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; and seven great-
great-grandchildren; one sister; Elanda Sue (Dave) Poff 
of Bluffton; and one brother, Robert (Voneta) Adams of 
Muncie.

In addition to his parents and wife, Howard was pre-
ceded in death by three sisters, Betty Johns, Ruth Ann 
Hollingsworth and Mary Jo Satterfield; and two broth-
ers, Richard and Billy Adams.

Visitation will be held Monday, June 3, 2024, from 
11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at Goodwin – Cale & Harnish 
Memorial Chapel in Bluffton, followed immediately by 
a funeral service at 2:00 p.m. Burial will follow at Oak 
Lawn Cemetery in Ossian. Tony Garton will officiate.

Memorials can be made to the Donor’s Choice.
Online condolences can be made at goodwincalehar-

nish.com.

OBITUARIES

Lakeview Duplexes

2 bedroom villas • In-unit washer and dryer • 1 car attached garage space • Appliances provided
Outdoor patio space with privacy fence • Grounds and unit maintenance provided

Use of Christian Care facilities including Wellness 
and Activity Center

Independent Living Units

260.565.3000
www.christiancarerc.org

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnos
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2024

2883 E State Road 124, Blu� ton, IN 46714
(260) 824-4929

INCIDENTS
County:
Wednesday, 12:01 p.m., 

Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Carlos Slater.

Wednesday, 2:04 p.m., 
Wells County Jail. Warrant 
served to Gustave K. Mbo-
boshi.

Wednesday, 7:01 p.m., 
Minnich’s Antiques and 
General, Uniondale. Report 
of freezer broken into with 
items stolen.

Wednesday, 8:53 p.m., 

4100 North 100 East, Bluff-
ton. Overly confident ham-
burgers roaming in the road 
again.

Thursday, 3:18 a.m., S.R. 
1 and East 1200S, Montpe-
lier. Report of a semi block-
ing lane with trailer in ditch.

Thursday, 8:41 a.m., Silo 
Farms. Report of man caus-
ing property damage. Subject 
was identified as combat vet-
eran with PTSD, he surren-
dered himself to law enforce-
ment and requested help.

Ossian:
Wednesday, 3:39 p.m., 

300 block of Morton Lane, 
Ossian. Officer assisted with 
felony warrant arrest out of 
Allen County.

Thursday, 5:42 a.m., 
North Jefferson and West 
Mill streets, Ossian. Report 
of a confused elderly person, 
subject located safely.

ARRESTS
Gustave K. Mboboshi, 

26, Fort Wayne; operating 
with a controlled substance 

in body, a Level 6 felony, 
and driving while suspend-
ed, a Class A misdemeanor. 
No bond set.

Jared Lee Janing, 30, 
Three Rivers, Michigan; 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated, a Level 6 felony, 
and operating a vehicle with 
an ACE of .15 or more, a 
Class A misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $5,000.

Carlos Edward Slater, 45, 
Bluffton; probation viola-
tion, a Level 6 felony.

Holcomb takes Europe 
trip for manufacturing, 
energy discussions

By CASEY SMITH, Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb departed Thursday for his 

next economic development trip — this time to the Neth-
erlands, Belgium and France — to build on discussions and 
“deepen relationships” within the microelectronic and semi-
conductor industries, according to his office. 

It’s the governor’s third international economic develop-
ment trip this year — his second visit to France and Bel-
gium and first visit to the Netherlands — and his 23rd such 
trip as governor. His last privately funded international trip, 
in April, took him to Brazil and Mexico.

Holcomb’s travel is being paid for through private dona-
tions to the Indiana Economic Development Foundation.

“Coming on the heels of our second Indiana Global Eco-
nomic Summit, it’s more top-of-mind than ever that our 
international partners have been key to the record-breaking 
levels of investment coming into Indiana in the last few 
years,” Holcomb said in a statement. “These three countries 
have helped us level up in semiconductors and microelec-
tronics and have forged new and prosperous relationships 
with our higher education institutions.” 

Holcomb will be joined by First Lady Janet Holcomb, 
Indiana Secretary of Commerce David Rosenberg and rep-
resentatives from the Indiana Economic Development Cor-
poration, his office said. 

Also in tow are representatives from the Bloomington-
based Applied Research Institute, including David Roberts, 
CEO; Jimmy Costa, senior vice president of innovation and 
semiconductor strategy; and Roger Reeves, vice president 
of industrial relations.

The group is scheduled to return to Indianapolis June 8.
In the Netherlands, the delegation will meet with the U.S. 

ambassador to the Netherlands, as well as the Dutch Minis-
try of Economic Affairs and Climate Policy, and the Dutch 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In Belgium, the group will meet with Redwire, a space 
satellite design and development company, and the Cham-
ber of Commerce Antwerp. Holcomb and the delegation 
will also meet with imec, a research and innovation hub in 
nanoelectronics and digital technologies. 

In 2023, imec committed to work with Indiana officials 
and Purdue University to advance research and develop-
ment in the state’s semiconductor sector. In December 2023, 
imec additionally opened a new research and development 
hub on Purdue’s campus.

Also on Holcomb’s Belgium agenda are meetings with 
representatives of the European Union External Action Ser-
vice, and the Minister-President of Flanders, Jan Jambon. 
The governor’s office pointed to a 2023 memorandum of 
understanding between Indiana and Flanders “to further 
strengthen cooperation on semiconductors, life sciences and 
energy.”

Later, in France, Holcomb will pay respects to members 
of the armed forces during a visit to Normandy and attend 
the U.S.-France D-Day Anniversary Ceremony. He’ll also 
visit Utah Beach with Carver McGriff, a Hoosier D-Day 
veteran, according to his office.

There are 1,050 foreign-owned businesses in Indiana, 
according to the governor’s office. Last year, those com-
panies committed to investing $20.49 billion to locate or 
expand operations in Indiana – a 182% increase from 2022 
— which created  approximately 8,500 new Hoosier jobs.

Democrat Wendy Dant Chesser 
selected to fill vacated House seat

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Party insiders on Wednesday unanimous-
ly selected Jeffersonville economic devel-
opment leader Wendy Dant Chesser to fill 
a vacant state House seat, according to the 
Indiana Democratic Party.

She will take over for former Rep. Rita 
Fleming, who abruptly retired one week 
after an unopposed victory in this month’s 
primary election.

Dant Chesser also won a concurrent 
caucus to be the party’s candidate for 
House District 71 in the November gener-
al election. The district, which runs along 
the Ohio River, includes all of Jefferson-
ville and Clarksville, and part of New 
Albany.

“I am immensely grateful for this oppor-
tunity to represent my community at the 

Statehouse. I will work vigorously to uplift 
the reputation of our area in Indianapolis,” 
Dant Chesser said in a news release.

She said she’d continue Fleming’s 
“bipartisan legacy” — and that of her pre-
decessor, former Rep. Steve Stemler — of 
“getting results for Southern Indiana.”

Dant Chesser currently works as the 
chief director of corporate strategy and 
external affairs at the River Ridge Devel-
opment Authority. She’s responsible for 
ensuring the business environment within 
Indiana and River Ridge replaces the eco-
nomic loss suffered when the U.S. Army 
closed its operations at the site, according 
to the release.

Dant Chesser previously worked as pres-
ident and CEO of 1si, the area’s chamber of 
commerce and local economic development 
organization.

Testimony begins in case against 
Indiana’s strict abortion ban
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The Indiana General Assembly has 
been hiding from the topic of marijuana 
for years now. But with the federal 
government set to ease restrictions, it’s 
time for lawmakers to tackle the policy 
debate.

U.S. Attorney General Merrick Gar-
land has proposed loosening the illegal 
status of marijuana at the federal level. 
Moving marijuana from the govern-
ment’s list of the most dangerous and 
least useful substances to a less serious 
category is a clear signal that the federal 
government is turning the 
corner.

Cannabis has been 
listed as a Schedule I drug 
under the Controlled Sub-
stances Act since 1971, 
even as many states have 
moved to legalize recreational use for more than a decade 
and medicinal use for even longer.

We know where Hoosiers stand. Results from Ball State 
University’s 2023 Hoosier Survey shows 54% of respon-
dents say marijuana should be legal for personal use by 
adults. In comparison, 32.2% selected “It should be legal 
for medicinal use.” Just 9.8% of respondents selected “It 
should not be legal.”

Dozens of states have moved down this path. The 
National Conference of State Legislatures reports that as 
of April 2023, 38 states, three territories and the District of 
Columbia allow the medical use of cannabis products. As 
of November 2023, 24 states, two territories and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have enacted measures to regulate canna-
bis for recreational use.

This isn’t new or groundbreaking. We can learn from 
other states and craft our own path. Until then we will con-
tinue to struggle with situations such as delta-8.

Another quagmire
Congress revived the industrial hemp industry in 2018’s 

agriculture-focused farm bill by removing the plant and its 
seeds from the definition of marijuana.It’s generally con-
sidered legal as long as it contains less than 0.3% delta-9 
tetrahydrocannabinol — or THC, the major psychoactive 
component in the plant — by dry weight. Above that, it’s 
considered banned marijuana.

Indiana promptly followed suit. Lawmakers in 2018 leg-
islation used the same delta-9 cutoff in legalizing low-THC 
hemp extracts, and added more hemp-related regulations in 
another law the following year.

The state’s delta-8 industry has boomed, as an appar-
ently legal alternative to marijuana.

About 540 Indiana retail stores and nearly 1,400 gas sta-
tions have sold about $637 million worth of hemp-based 
cannabinoid products, according to a 2023 study by hemp-
cannabis data firm Whitney Economics. Those sales made 
a total economic impact of about $1.8 billion, the company 
found.

But the Indiana State Police, the attorney general and 
some prosecutors disagree on the law, which has led to a 
lawsuit.

It seems odd to be writing this since I have never used 
marijuana — not even a gummy or a college toke. And I 
certainly don’t want Indiana to reek of the drug like other 
places that have legalized it.

But I also feel like it’s time to stop avoiding the topic 
and craft a sensible law. We are surrounded by states that 
have legalized the drug, which creates its own issues along 
the border. Most importantly, I would love to see all law-
makers — not just Republicans making decisions in private 
caucuses — publicly weigh in.

Maybe it would pass. Maybe it wouldn’t. But let’s 
debate it. Let’s put the votes on the board.

Niki Kelly is the editor of the Indiana Capital Chronicle, a non-
profit newsroom. nkelly@indianacapitalchronicle.com

It’s time for Indiana to deal 
with marijuana law

Niki
Kelly

Hoosier
Opinions

The Week That Was - a look back through cartoonists’ eyes...

There is an almost irrational exuberance on the 
right over the 2024 elections. President Biden is so 
unpopular, and Democrats are in such a panic-driven 
“freakout,” that many assume victory is all but inevi-
table.

But when it comes to control of the Senate, Repub-
licans would do well to recall what happened in the 
2022 midterms. Then, as now, the Senate map was 
tilted in their favor, and Biden was one of the most 
unpopular presidents since World War II. Republicans 
expected a red wave to sweep them back into power. 
Instead, they watched as Biden turned in one of the 
best first midterm performances of any president since 
John F. Kennedy.

The mastermind behind this epic disaster was 
Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.), whose mismanagement 
of the National Republican Senatorial Committee 
— wasting nearly $180 million on consultants and 
self-promotion while he vacationed in Italy aboard 
a luxury yacht — left the NRSC’s coffers virtually 
empty in the final months of the campaign. The com-
mittee had to cancel ad buys in critical swing states 
and take out $13 million in loans in September just 
to cover its operating expenses. And Scott’s failure to 
intervene in the primaries left Republicans with a slate 
of unelectable candidates who lost winnable races in 
state after state.

Now, after leaving the NRSC $20 million in debt 
and Democrats with an expanded majority, Scott has 
announced he will run for Senate GOP leader. His 
candidacy gives new meaning to the term “failing up.”

There won’t be a Republican majority to lead 
unless Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) — the man left to 
clean up Scott’s mess — succeeds where Scott disas-
trously failed. And the new NRSC chairman has a 
warning for his fellow Republicans: If the GOP blows 
it again, they won’t get another chance to win Senate 
control for a decade or more.

In an interview in Daines’s campaign offices, 
he  pointed out that in 2024, the GOP is defending 
no seats in states Biden won, while Democrats are 
defending three in states Donald Trump won in 2020 
(Montana, Ohio and West Virginia) and five in states 
Biden won by 5 points or less (Wisconsin, Pennsyl-
vania, Nevada, Arizona and Michigan). Add to this 
the surprise candidacy of former Maryland governor 
Larry Hogan (R) — who was recruited by Daines’s 
chief of staff, Darin Thacker, the old-fashioned way, 
by a heartfelt letter urging him to run — having put 
a Democrat-held seat in play, and that’s nine good 
pickup opportunities.

But after November, Daines warned, the opportuni-
ties dry up.

“I’m a Procter & Gamble exec from 13 years,” 
he said. “They teach you how to think and lead stra-
tegically” and “look out over the horizon” to assess 
opportunities and risks. So he looked at the Senate 
map for 2026. “It started to get real quiet that night 
when I saw there were zero red states … with Demo-
crats up [for reelection] in ’26,” he said. Then he 
looked at 2028. “It even got quieter: It was zero.”

In other words, he said, if Republicans fail to take 
back the majority this cycle, “we likely stay in the 
minority through 2030.”

An early Trump supporter, Daines worked with 
the former president to secure his endorsement of 
candidates. Trump endorsed Gov. Jim Justice over 
Rep. Alex Mooney in West Virginia, and former Navy 

SEAL Tim Sheehy over Rep. Matt Rosen-
dale in Montana, as well as former repre-
sentative Mike Rogers in Michigan, David 
McCormick in Pennsylvania (whom he 
had passed over for Mehmet Oz in 2022) 
and businessman Eric Hovde in Wisconsin.

His recruiting record is not perfect. In 
Ohio, Democrats have repeated their suc-
cessful 2022 strategy of backing “poison 
pill” MAGA candidates, spending over 
$2.5 million to boost Trump-backed Ber-
nie Moreno with ads calling him “too con-
servative for Ohio.” The RealClearPolitics 
average has the Democratic incumbent 
Sen. Sherrod Brown up by 5 points in a state where 
Trump is leading by 10.

And in Arizona, Republicans nominated the disas-
trous Kari Lake — a poster child for the GOP’s 2022 
midterm failure — who lost a winnable governor’s 
race. Lake is so unpopular that far-left Democratic 
Rep. Ruben Gallego is leading her by 7 points in the 
RCP average in a state where Trump is leading by 4.

Despite those setbacks, the GOP is far better posi-
tioned to make gains this year thanks to Daines. The 
race in West Virginia is “all but over,” he said, which 
means that, barring unexpected GOP losses, there will 
be at least a 50-50 Senate. Republicans would only 
need to flip one more seat to secure the majority out-
right.

In his home state of Montana, Daines predicts, 
“Trump is going to win by 15 to 20 points,” which will 
benefit Sheehy in his bid to unseat Sen. Jon Tester (D). 
And in Ohio, Trump’s 10-point lead could boost More-
no. In Michigan, “Biden’s got real problems,” not just 
with Arab American voters in Dearborn but also with 
the United Auto Workers, whose members are “very 
concerned [about] what’s happening right now with 
these crazy green initiatives coming from the Biden 
administration, mandating EVs.” And, Daines said, 
“nobody had Maryland on their dance card.”

In addition, Daines said, Biden has a growing prob-
lem not just with swing voters but also with his own 
base. “These Senate races on election night may come 
down to 1 or 2 points. You start looking at where 
Biden and the Democrats are struggling right now 
with minority voters, including African Americans 
and Hispanics, and also Jewish voters. I think if you 
add that up, it becomes a real problem for the Demo-
crats.”

If he pulls it off, Daines will be an instant contend-
er to lead the new Senate majority. Trump has already 
thrown his support behind him. But right now, he said, 
“Truly, I’m not aspiring to be leader. I’m focused on 
getting the majority back.

“The stakes could not be higher, and failure is not 
an option,” he added.

“It’s going to be important, when President Trump 
wins, that we have the ability for this new Sen-
ate majority to work closely and well with the new 
administration,” he said. “I can play in that position 
in many different ways, and I’m focused here on win-
ning the majority, and then policy wins once President 
Trump’s elected with the Republican majority of the 
Senate.”

This much is certain: If the guy who wins the Sen-
ate majority jumps in the race for leader, the guy who 
lost it two years ago has no chance.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X

Marc
Thiessen

Daines looks to turn around the 
GOP’s 2022 Senate debacle
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Finding peace by forgiving parents
Dear Annie: I wanted to write in with 

a mindset shift that I have had over the 
past couple of years. What helps me get 
over childhood trauma is the realization 
that I am who I am because of the things 
I’ve experienced — both the good things 
and the awful things that stem from my 
childhood and how I’ve lived as a result. 
Our parents were humans and went 
through their own trauma as well. I for-
give them and realize they were doing 
the best they could. Life is a journey, and 
we’re all still on it. — Moving Forward

Dear Moving Forward: It sounds like 
you have found grace for both your fam-
ily and yourself, which is a pillar in liv-
ing a peaceful, happy life. I hope your 
letter inspires others to let go of the ways 
they may have been wronged in the past 
and to embrace the journey of life — no 
easy feat! 

Dear Annie: I fell in love. It’s a big 
deal after a bad marriage and nightmare 
divorce, but this new guy is everything 
I’ve ever wanted — minus his best 
friend, a woman. 

Please note that I am not the jealous 
type. I was looking forward to adding 
this woman to my besties! So, I accepted 
her invitation to go out on her million-
dollar yacht as a sincere sign that she 
wanted to get to know me. It was a trap. 
Literally, I was trapped in a seat that I 
couldn’t maneuver away from and had 
to endure hours of their conversation, 
hearing how this woman had convinced 
my fiance to keep going out with me and 
how he once pledged to her that they 
were soulmates and if her husband ever 
left her, they’d be together. 

I was devastated. My fiance apolo-
gized profusely, but I can’t seem to get 
over this, both the betrayal of their inti-
mate conversations about me and his 
obvious attraction to her. He also made 
the mistake, in my opinion, of diminish-
ing her intent in telling me all of this. He 
thought it was just her “oversharing” and 
lack of boundaries. I feel it was evil. 

I questioned my reaction. Maybe I 
was being too sensitive? Took it all too 
personally? Then, I heard that her bes-
ties arranged an INTERVENTION to 
confront her saying negative things 

about them behind 
their backs. Aha, 
I thought! It’s not 
just me! However, 
my fiance used 
the oversharing 
defense AGAIN! 

Annie, I don’t 
know how to 
truly get past her 
comments and 
be free to fully 
enjoy this rela-
tionship. I’ve tried 
the whole “don’t give your power away” 
and “don’t let her win” mindset, but it 
eats away at me, especially when we 
run into her or he misses anything about 
their decade-long friendship. He agreed 
to completely distance himself from her, 
but she still reaches out to him, heart 
emojis and all. If you know where I can 
get one of those “Men in Black” memo-
ry erasers, I fear that’s my only hope to 
move on. — In Love and Seasick 

Dear Seasick: It’s clear that this situ-
ation has deeply hurt you, and it’s impor-
tant to validate those feelings rather than 
dismiss them as mere sensitivity.

It’s great that your fiance is willing to 
distance himself from his friend for your 
sake. However, it’s vital he understands 
why it’s necessary. Communication here 
is key — not just airing grievances, 
but actively working together to estab-
lish clear boundaries that protect and 
strengthen your relationship.

His friend’s history of overstepping 
suggests a pattern. Encourage your fian-
ce to firmly communicate these bound-
aries to her. Focus on building trust 
with him and engaging in activities that 
strengthen your bond.

If these issues continue to recur, con-
sider couples therapy. You’re on the right 
track by focusing on what you can con-
trol — how you respond and how you 
and your fiance work together moving 
forward. That’s how you reclaim your 
power and enjoy the relationship you 
both deserve.

Send your questions for Annie Lane 
to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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12 books of Minor Prophets 
are not minor in message

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | May 25 - 31, 2024    | 15 Friday prime time

05/31 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
(4:30) < Movie Creflo 

Dollar 
Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Truths 
That 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Lingo (N) S.W.A.T. Blue Bloods "Fear No 
Evil" 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii Five-0 "Ka 
Noe'au" 

Hawaii Five-0 
"Ho'oilina" 

WNBA-
Prega. (N) 

WNBA Basketball All the latest basketball action 
from the WNBA. 

WNBA Basketball Phoenix Mercury at Minnesota 
Lynx From the Target Center in Minneapolis. (L) (N) 

WNBA (N) Bull "The Illusion of 
Control" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Shark Tank 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N)

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Night 
Court 

Night 
Court 

Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "I, 
Candy" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man
"Bullying" 

Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld
"The Soup"

Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Penn & Teller: Fool Us 100 Days to Indy Dish

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 

Burgers 
Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Great American 
"Moveable Feasts" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 (N) 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Perform. Aaron Tveit, Patrick Wilson & more perform 
songs from musicals by Rodgers & Hammerstein. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Great American 
"Moveable Feasts" 

Context The Day PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Perform. Aaron Tveit, Patrick Wilson & more perform 
songs from musicals by Rodgers & Hammerstein. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy (:05) Grey's Anatomy (:05) Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy

FX  24 132 136 148 Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<++ Step Brothers (2008, Comedy) John C. 
Reilly, Richard Jenkins, Will Ferrell. 

<+++ Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story (‘04, 
Comedy) Christine Taylor, Ben Stiller, Vince Vaughn.

<+++ Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story (‘04, 
Comedy) Christine Taylor, Ben Stiller, Vince Vaughn.

<++ Step Brothers (2008, Comedy) John C. 
Reilly, Richard Jenkins, Will Ferrell. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

< Movie <++ X-Men: Apocalypse (‘16) 
Michael Fassbender, James McAvoy. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) To Be Announced NBA Basketball Conference Semifinal: Teams TBA Professional 

basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) 
SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt
(L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 UFC Live Around (N) NFL Live (N) 2024 WCWS Game 5: Teams TBA (L) (N) Series (N) 2024 WCWS Game 6: Teams TBA (L) (N) NFL Live UFC

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line Cardinals! 

Pre (L) (N) 
MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Philadelphia Phillies From Citizens Bank 
Park in Philadelphia. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Lights Out Xtreme Fighting LXF 15 From Thunder Studios in Long Beach, 
Calif. 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(2:00) 2024 U.S. Women's Open Golf Championship Second Round From 
Lancaster Country Club in Lancaster, Pa. (L) (N) 

Race to Survive: NZ
"Water and Ice" 

Survive "Packrafts, 
Portages and Pain" 

Chicago Fire "Where 
We End Up" 

Chicago Fire "Then Nick 
Porter Happened" 

Chicago Fire "A 
Chicago Welcome" 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Gold Rush: Parker's 
Trail "The Dark Horse" 

Parker's Trail "There's 
Gold Everywhere" 

Parker's Trail "The 
Ground That Got Away" 

Gold Rush Parker Schnabel travels the gold-filled 
Madeira River deep into the Brazilian wilderness. 

Gold Rush-Res. "Dial F 
for Freddy" 

Gold Rush-Res. "Busch 
Creek or Bust" 

Parker's Trail "River of 
Never-Ending Gold" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 Seeking Sister Wife Seeking Sister Wife 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day "More to Love: Weeping Beauty" (N) 90 Day (N) MILF Manor 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
UnXplained "Secrets of 
the Founding Fathers" 

UnXplained "Extreme 
Weather Mysteries" 

The UnXplained "Evil 
Places" 

UnXplained "Venus: 
Earth's Evil Twin" 

The UnXplained (N) (:05) The UnXplained
"Bizarre Afflictions" 

(:05) The UnXplained (:05) The UnXplained 

A&E  39 134 118 265 The First 48 First 48 "Cover Story" The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 First 48 "The Standoff" (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< You're Bacon Me Crazy (2020, Romance)
Michael Rady, Michael Karl Richards, Natalie Hall. 

< Christmas on My Mind (2019, Romance)
Andrew W. Walker, Jackée Harry, Ashley Greene. 

< Christmas Island (2023, Drama) Andrew W. 
Walker, Kate Drummond, Rachel Skarsten. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Gold. Girls
"Vacation" 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
<++ Ghost Rider (2007, Action) Eva Mendes, Wes Bentley,
Nicolas Cage. 

<+ Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance (2011, 
Action) Idris Elba, Ciarán Hinds, Nicolas Cage. 

<++ Cowboys & Aliens (2011, Sci-Fi) Harrison Ford, Olivia 
Wilde, Daniel Craig. 

Reginald the Vampire 
"Watch The Sunrise" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang < Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins (:55) <++ Space Jam (‘96) Wayne Knight, (:40) < Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:45) <++ Run All 
Night (‘15) Liam Neeson. 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

NHL on TNT Face Off
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Conference Final: Teams TBA The latest hockey action from 
across the NHL. (L) (N) 

Post-Game
(L) (N) 

Impractical 
Jokers 

Impractical 
Jokers 

<++ Run 
All Night 

AMC  45  131 254 
<++ Lethal Weapon 4 (1998, Action) Danny Glover, Joe Pesci, Mel Gibson. <+++ My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy) Marisa Tomei, Ralph 

Macchio, Joe Pesci. 
<++ Days of Thunder (1990, Action) Robert Duvall, Nicole 
Kidman, Tom Cruise. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office <++ We're the Millers (‘13) Jennifer Aniston. 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) To Be Announced NHRA Drag Racing PPA Tour Pickleball Coverage of pickleball action 

from various cities across the United States. (L) (N) 
Pokerstars Big Game 
on Tour 

To Be Announced 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Rage" 9-1-1 "Monsters" 9-1-1 "Athena Begins" Love After Lockup Love After Lockup (N) The Barnes Bunch (N) Love After Lockup The Barnes Bunch 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Best Bite in Town Diners Diners Diners Diners Best Bite in Town 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 (4:30) Below.. Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck 
NICK  68  170 299 < Movie < Movie Sheldon Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City <+++ The Incredibles (‘04) Craig T. Nelson. Big City Big City Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:00) < 
Jumanji: ... 

<++ Jumanji: The Next Level (2019, Adventure) Kevin Hart, Jack Black,
The Rock. 

<++ The Sorcerer's Apprentice (2010, Fantasy) Jay Baruchel,
Alfred Molina, Nicolas Cage. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(3:45) <++ Now You 
See Me 2 

(:55) Sympathi "Endings 
Are Hard, Aren't They?" 

The Jinx "Chapter 12: It 
Takes a Village" 

To Be Announced Programming to be announced. Real Time With Bill 
Maher (L) (N) 

We're Here (SF) (N) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:50) <++ The Losers (‘10) Zoe 
Saldana, Jeffrey Dean Morgan. 

<+++ Cyrus (2010, Romance) Jonah 
Hill, Marisa Tomei, John C. Reilly. 

<++ Get Hard (‘15) Kevin Hart, 
Craig T. Nelson, Will Ferrell. 

(:40) <++ Observe and Report (‘09)
Ray Liotta, Michael Peña, Seth Rogen. 

(:10) <++ Barbershop (‘02) Anthony 
Anderson, Ice Cube. 

(:50) < 
Barbersho... 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:30) < 
Rocketman 

< Raging Grace (‘23) Jaeden 
Boadilla, Max Eigenmann. 

(:15) <++ Pet Sematary (2019, Horror) Amy 
Seimetz, John Lithgow, Jason Clarke. 

<+++ Talk to Me (‘22) Alexandra 
Jensen, Joe Bird, Sophie Wilde. 

(:35) <+++ X (2022, Horror) Jenna Ortega, Martin 
Henderson, Mia Goth. 

The Chi 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:30) <+++ Inside 
Llewyn Davis 

(:20) <+++ Lucky Them (2013, Comedy Drama)
Thomas Haden Church, Nina Arianda, Toni Collette.

<++ The Fighting Temptations (2003, Comedy)
Beyoncé, Melba Moore, Cuba Gooding Jr.. 

(:05) <++ Harlem Nights (1989, Comedy) Richard 
Pryor, Redd Foxx, Eddie Murphy. 

<++ Home Again (‘17) 
Reese Witherspoon. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I’ve tried 
with great diligence to 
study the Old Testament 
but I go into a daze. I 
desire to learn about the 
end times but am weighed 
down with things like the 
Minor Prophets, the num-
bers, the difficult names, 
and genealogies. Why the 
detail? I’m a Christian 
and understand the Gos-
pel but to unlock the key 
to actual “study” is daunt-
ing. – B.R.

Answer:  Studying 
names and numbers in 
Scripture is boring to 
some, but they carry an 
interesting significance. 
Consider the number 12 – 
an eternal number. From 
Genesis to Revelation we 
learn of the 12 patriarchs, 

12 sons, 12 tribes of 
Israel, 12 judges, 12 
gates, 12 stones, 12 
fruits, 12 angels, 12 

apostles, 12 stars, and a 
heavenly city 12,000 fur-
longs square.

The Bible also tells us 
that after Jesus’ birth, noth-
ing more is revealed about 
Him until He reached 
the age of 12, when His 
first words on Earth are 
recorded. Jesus told those 
who had been looking for 
Him, “I must be about My 
Father’s business” (Luke 
2:49, NKJV). This number 
is also foreshadowed when 
12,000 from each of the 
12 tribes of Israel will be 
saved to once again evan-
gelize the world in the last 
days.

Anticipation builds as 
the 12 Minor Prophets 
bring the Old Testament to 
a close and the New Tes-

tament begins revealing 
the truth that “eternity” is 
coming to Earth. His Name 
is Jesus. The 12 books of 
Minor Prophets are not 
minor in message, but in 
terms of brevity only, and 
are power-packed mes-
sages from prophets whom 
God appointed and called 
to deliver His warnings of 
judgments and His ever-
faithful invitation saying, 
“Return to Me.” They pro-
vide an important study for 
those who desire to under-
stand the end times. The 
Holy Spirit is the teacher 
and empowers us to com-
prehend God’s truths.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant

Marion Wells
Service Consultant

Tyler Shaffer
Parts Manager

Barry Scott
Service Manager

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR 
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

Looking for New Tires for Your Ride?
  WE HAVE ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS

See Us for All
Makes and Models of

1791 North Main • Bluff ton • 260.824.1931
www.hidaychryslerdodgejeep.com

HIDAY CHRYSLER

BASKETBALL
NBA

CONFERENCE FINALS
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)

Thursday, May 30
Dallas 124, Minnesota 103. Dallas 

wins the series 4-1.
FINALS

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Boston vs. Dallas
Thursday, June 6: Dallas at Boston, 

8:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 9: Dallas at Boston, 

8 p.m.

WNBA
Thursday’s Games

Seattle 103, Indiana 88
Chicago 83, Los Angeles 73

Saturday’s Games
Chicago at Indiana, 12 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Indiana at New York, 7 p.m.

HOCKEY
NHL

CONFERENCE FINALS
(Best-of-7)

(x-if necessary)
Wednesday, May 29

Dallas at Edmonton, late
Thursday, May 30

Florida 3, N.Y. Rangers 2
Friday, May 31

Edmonton at Dallas, TBA
Saturday, June 1

N.Y. Rangers at Florida, 8 p.m.
Sunday, June 2

x-Dallas at Edmonton, TBA
Monday, June 3

x-Florida at N.Y. Rangers, TBA
Tuesday, June 4

x-Edmonton at Dallas, TBA

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Thursday’s Games

Minnesota 7, Kansas City 6
Tampa Bay 6, Oakland 5, 12 innings
Houston 4, Seattle 0
Detroit 5, Boston 0
N.Y. Yankees at L.A. Angels, late

Friday’s Games
Detroit (Maeda 2-1) at Boston (Houck 

4-5), 7:10 p.m.
Washington (Corbin 1-5) at Cleveland 

(Bibee 3-1), 7:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Fedde 4-1) at 

Milwaukee (Myers 1-2), 8:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Thursday’s Games

Milwaukee 6, Chicago Cubs 4
N.Y. Mets 3, Arizona 2
Washington 3, Atlanta 1

Friday’s Games
Cincinnati (Ashcraft 4-3) at Chicago 

Cubs (Assad 4-1), 2:20 p.m.
St. Louis (Mikolas 3-5) at Philadel-

phia (Nola 6-2), 6:40 p.m.
Washington (Corbin 1-5) at Cleve-

land (Bibee 3-1), 7:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Fedde 4-1) at 

Milwaukee (Myers 1-2), 8:10 p.m.

Midwest League
High-A Midwest League Glance

Tuesday, May 28
Wisconsin 4, Fort Wayne 3

Wednesday, May 29
Wisconsin 4, Fort Wayne 3, 10 

innings
Thursday, May 30

Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
Friday, May 31

Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
Saturday, June 1

Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
Sunday, June 2

Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 2:10 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard
THURSDAY, MAY 30
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MAY 31
BOYS GOLF: (Sectional) Bluffton, Norwell 

and Southern Wells at Timber Ridge, 9 a.m.
TRACK & FIELD: (Girls state) Norwell at 

Robert C. Haugh Track & Field Complex, Indi-
ana University, 3 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 1
SOFTBALL: (Semi-State) Norwell vs. 

Western at Twin Lakes, 11 a.m. with cham-
pionship to follow at  7 p.m. vs. Leo/Prairie 
Heights.

TRACK & FIELD: (Boys state) Norwell at 
Robert C. Haugh Track & Field Complex, Indi-
ana University, 3 p.m.

MONDAY, JUNE 3
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, JUNE 4
No events scheduled.

High School Calendar

By MARK AMBROGI 
Associated Press

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. (AP) — By his 
own admission, Larry Bird has always 
been a shy introvert.

So he wondered why he has to keep 
talking on stage in front of thousands of 
people.

“It’s because of the love and respect 
I’ve had for my fans and the love and 
respect they’ve shown me back,” Bird 
said.

The Indiana State University and Bos-
ton Celtics great addressed a public cer-
emony Thursday for the official open-
ing of the Larry Bird Museum inside the 
Terre Haute Convention Center. After the 
ceremony, Bird took questions from the 
media, which he jokingly said might be 
his last interview.

“I got a little street named after me, I 
got a statue out there and now a museum 
here,” Bird said of the city, the home of 
Indiana State. “Thank you, Terre Haute, 

but I think that’s enough for a while. You 
have no idea how much I respect the city 
and the people in it.”

Coincidentally, the ceremony took 
place a few days after the Celtics 
advanced to the NBA Finals by sweeping 
the Indiana Pacers in the Eastern Confer-
ence finals. Bird, a former head coach 
and executive with Pacers, returned to his 
home-state team as a consultant in 2023.

“I remember at the All-Star Game, 
I told one of the Celtics owners that I 
thought they had the best team in the 
league,” said Bird, who won three NBA 
titles with the Celtics. “I’m very proud 
of the Indiana Pacers. I think they’ve got 
a very good opportunity to keep moving 
on and doing very well. (Tyrese) Hali-
burton and other guys play well together. 
When the ball’s moving, they win. If they 
guard a little bit, they win. Sometimes 
they don’t guard. They have a very good 
team and they’ll only grow together and 
get better.”

By ANDREW 
SELIGMAN 

AP Sports Writer
CHICAGO (AP) — 

The Chicago Bears are set 
to be featured on “Hard 
Knocks” for the first time.

HBO and the NFL 
announced Thursday the 
founding NFL franchise 
was chosen for the 19th 
edition of the Emmy-win-
ning series that first aired in 2001.

Chairman George McCaskey had long 
resisted having the Bears participate in the 
training camp documentary. The five-epi-
sode series debuts Aug. 6, with subsequent 
episodes airing on Tuesdays through Sept. 3.

“We are honored to feature such an icon-
ic NFL franchise on ‘Hard Knocks,’” NFL 
Films senior director and supervising pro-
ducer Shannon Furman said in a statement. 
“The Chicago Bears have a talented roster, 
coaching staff and front office all deter-
mined to match the expectations of a hungry 
fanbase. We are thankful to the entire orga-
nization for opening their doors to us for 
what is sure to be an exciting training camp 
this summer.”

Bears president Kevin Warren said the 
show will “provide our passionate fans 
across the world the ability to experience 
this unique and critical time in the history of 
our franchise.”

The Bears have made just three playoff 
appearances since the 2006 team advanced 

to the Super Bowl. They 
are 10-24 in two seasons 
under general manager 
Ryan Poles and Matt 
Eberflus, but there is no 
shortage of story lines.

Chicago drafted quar-
terback Caleb Williams 
with the No. 1 pick. It 
also traded for six-time 
Pro Bowler Keenan 

Allen and drafted Washington’s Rome 
Odunze ninth overall, giving it a deep group 
of wide receivers to go with DJ Moore.

The Bears are trying to secure funding to 
help build an enclosed stadium next to Soldier 
Field on the lakefront, after previously focus-
ing on a tract of land they purchased in sub-
urban Arlington Heights, Ill. And three mem-
bers of this year’s Pro Football Hall of Fame 
class — Devin Hester, Steve McMichael and 
Julius Peppers — played for Chicago.

“The 2024 training camp will be big for 
us in preparation for achieving our season 
goals and we look forward to bringing the 
fans at home along for the journey,” Poles 
said.

The New York Giants are scheduled to 
appear on a new version of “Hard Knocks” 
that covers a period from January to July, 
featuring their work in the NFL combine, 
free agency, the draft and minicamps. That 
series will debut on July 2 and run through 
the 30th.

Chicago Bears are set to be on TV 
show ‘Hard Knocks’ for first time

The Indiana High School Tennis 
Coaches Association released its all-dis-
trict girls’ tennis selections.

Norwell’s singles player Addy Heyerly 
and the doubles team of Annabelle John-
son and Macy Felger were represented as 
all-district selections in District 2. There 
are eight districts that hand out honors.

In District 2, there were 12 singles 
players and eight doubles teams selected 
along with a coach of the year, which was 
given to Kyle Stoffel of Homestead.

Of the three honorees, Heyerly and 
Felger will be heading to college to 
play tennis as well. Heyerly will head to 
Angola and play for Trine, while Felger 

will go to Huntington University.
Though the season is finished for the 

Knights, Johnson and Felger are con-
tinuing on as individuals in the regional 
tournament. The two recently won the 
sectional over Maconaquah at Bluffton 
High School. Their next match will be 
at Kokomo and face the team from Delta 

— Kate Manor and Kelsey Vest 0 — who 
are 19-3 on the season. The match will 
take place at 10 a.m. Saturday, June 1 
with the championship to follow at 2 p.m. 
The other side of the bracket is Angola’s 
Ava Harris and Maya Harris vs. Lafayette 
Central Catholic’s Ella Henry and Bliss 
Ulery.

Addy Heyerly (left), Macy Felger (middle) and Annabelle Johnson were recently honored as all-district by the Indiana High School Tennis Coaches Association in District 2 on Wednesday. (News-
Banner file photos)

Heyerly, Felger and Johnson receive all-district honors

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Front Row Motorsports said 
Wednesday it has purchased a charter that will expand the NAS-
CAR team to three cars in the Cup Series in 2025.

Front Row did not reveal the seller, but the announcement 
comes one day after Stewart-Haas Racing said it was shuttering 
its four-car Cup team at the end of the season. Front Row did not 
disclose how much it paid for its charter; Spire Motorsports last 
year paid $40 million for one.

“We have a very positive outlook on the future of NASCAR 
and as the sport plans for success, so do we,” said Front Row 
Motorsports owner Bob Jenkins. “Today that means having 
a plan for expanding back to three cars in the NASCAR Cup 
Series.”

NASCAR’s charter system guarantees entry into all 36 Cup 
races each season and thus guarantees revenue from the series’ 
television package through participation. There are four “open” 
spots in the field each week for teams that do not hold charters 
and those are being held in case a future manufacturer enters the 
stock car series.

Current charters expire at the end of this season and teams 
have been in a bitter dispute with NASCAR over a new agree-
ment. The teams want to make the charters permanent and 
NASCAR has refused that request.

Jenkins did not announce a 2025 driver lineup. The team 
currently fields Fords for former Daytona 500 winner Michael 
McDowell and Todd Gilliland, but McDowell is leaving for 
Spire next season.

Front Row this year has already extended its relationship 
with Ford Performance and created a competition alliance with 
Team Penske.

“It is good to get the news out now as we have a lot of work 
to do to prepare a new team,” said Jerry Freeze, general manager 
of Front Row. “All of us on the leadership team will be working 
through that, obtaining the parts and pieces needed for the new 
team. And, most importantly, adding to the dedicated and tal-
ented staff and culture that exists today within our organization.

“Starting a new team from scratch is always a challenge, but 
with the opportunities in front of us, the talent we have in our 
leadership, and a bit of a runway to get there, I am confident that 
we can produce three competitive programs out of the box for 
the 2025 season,” Freeze added.

Front Row buys NASCAR 
charter to expand to 3 
Cup Series cars in ‘25

A new Larry Bird Museum 
officially opens in Terre Haute

The Allen County Athletic Conference 
award winners have been announced, and 
three Wells County players were represent-
ed.

Bluffton had two make the second team 
— Averi Petty as an infielder and Madyson 

Sonnigsen as an at-large.
For Southern Wells, Gracie Reeves made 

it as an infielder on the second team.
Bluffton and Southern Wells finished 

sixth and seventh in the ACAC with South 
Adams winning the conference.

ACAC softball awards released



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

THE ODD JOB

Outdoor projects (such as
landscaping, painting, planting,
etc.), house keeping (such as
laundry, dishes, sweeping,
dusting, painting, etc.). Feeling
stressed with house work or
indoor & outside projects??
Give us call to become one of
our clients! You give us a list &
we negotiate the price & get
the job done! Hope to hear
from you! A&T Odd Jobs,
260-820-2680.

RENTALS
Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD stand out
for extra attention! Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5 or a border for an
additional $1. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office,
260-824-0224, 125 N. John-
son St., or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Lottery Numbers
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S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively. Thursday’s Drawings

HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 08-12-29-30-44
Cash4Life — 12-26-36-46-56, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 05-08-10-14-15-19-26-30-32-

39-42-49-50-52-56-58-62-69-70-71, BE: 19
Daily Three-Midday — 07-04-05, SB:03
Daily Three-Evening — 03-03-05, SB: 07
Daily Four-Midday — 04-04-03-07, SB: 03
Daily Four-Evening — 05-00-09-04, SB: 07
Quick Draw Evening — 08-16-18-22-26-30-34-42-44-

45-46-48-50-51-52-56-58-63-67-77, BE: 63
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): 

$13.8 million
MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $522 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $161 million
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124
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•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

JUNE 1 - 8:30 a.m. - E & M 
Blacksmith Shop. 2404 W 
350 S, Berne, IN. 13th annual 
consignment auction. Horses, 
ponies, horse-drawn machin-
ery, produce equipment, bug-
gies, harness, carts, new tack, 
saddles, shop tools, lawn & 
garden tools, sausage grind-
ers & stuffers, new & used 
furniture, washing machines, 
hay, straw & firewood. Accept-
ing consignments May 31 from 
7 a.m.-8 p.m. Troyer Auctions, 
LLC, 260-768-7246, ext. 3.
JUNE 1 - 9 a.m. - Multiple 
consigners. 6632 N. 500 W., 
Decatur. Personal property: 
Jewelry (gold, silver, costume), 
toys, collectables, furniture, 
household, antiques, trailer, 
Flow Blue, glassware, Star 
Wars. Preview May 31, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Wiegmann Auction-
eers, 260-447-4311, wiegman-
nauctioneers.com.
JUNE 1 - 11:30 a.m. - Ardith 
Smith estate, Cheryl Heral 
estate & Sonja Bartlett, sell-
ers. 320 Sparks St., Markle, 
IN. Live on-site. One story, two 
bedroom home on 1.6 acres, 
1,144 sq. ft., 10x18 detached 
garage. Steve Ness, auc-
tion manager, 260-417-6556,  
SteveNess@NessBros.com, 
Ness Bros. Realtors & Auction-
eers, www.NessBros.com.
BIDDING ENDS JUNE 2 - 
(Online Only Auction) - The 
Estate of John F. Holbrook, 
seller. 200+ pcs. Roseville, 
Rookwood, Hull, McCoy, Van-
Briggle, antique & modern fur-
niture, 1950 Ford Sedan, Coca 
Cola vintage signs & collect-
ibles, antique tools, 2-pc. Oak 
kitchen cabinet, JFK political 
buttons and advertising, vin-
tage toys. Patrick Carter, sale 
manager, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
JUNE 4 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bidding Opens at 9 
a.m. and will close at 6 p.m. 

- Holbrook estate, seller. 
300 W, Markle, IN. Explore 
the potential of this property! 
6.79+/- acre tract of land in 
Northern Wells, Union Town-
ship, easy access to I-69, 
435’ of road frontage on Wells 
County Road, rare opportu-
nity for homesite or mini-farm. 
Inspection: Feel free to walk 
the property at any time. Pat-
rick Carter, sale manager, 260-
273-8294, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
JUNE 5-JUNE 12 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Huston Wat-
ters, seller. Well cared for 
modern furniture, wood work-
ing tools, household, 2003 
Chevy Impala, lawn and gar-
den equipment, outdoor fur-
niture. Open House June 10 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., 1338 
Manor Dr., Bluffton, IN. The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, wwww.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
JUNE 9 - 6 p.m. EST - Berry 
estate, owner. Online only real 
estate & personal property! 
6 p.m. real estate: 1 1/2 story 
craftsman style home w/cov-
ered porch, 1,700+/- square ft. 
w/ornate woodwork through-
out, partial basement, 3-4 bed-
rooms, 2 1/2 bath, detached 
24x24 two-car garage, several 
older outbuildings all sitting 
on 6+/- acres, Adams Central 
School District. 6:30 p.m. per-
sonal property: Antique trac-
tors, farm machinery, tools, 
antiques, primitives, vehicles, 
furniture, household items, 
more! Pick up June 10, 2-6 
p.m., 4854 N 400 W, Decatur. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
JUNE 15-JUNE 22 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 
of Glen Bowen, seller. Clean 
2005 Buick Lesabre Custom 
with 77,000 miles, 2004 Toyota 
Sienna mini van, 1987 Riv-

iera Cruiser 24’ pontoon, 2004 
Yamaha XLT jet ski, floating 
WaveRunner dock, modern 
furniture, tools. Open House: 
June 9 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jimmerson 
Lake, Angola, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 16-JUNE 23 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 
of Marilyn McQueary, seller. 
2023 GMC Terrain Denali, 
AWD Edition with 2,130 miles 
(like new), clean like new mod-
ern furniture, antiques, collect-
ibles, tools, jewelry, designer 
purses, much more. Open 
Houses: June 18 and June 20 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. 
Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 23 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bowen Family, sellers. 
Well cared for 2 bedroom lake 
cottage of Jimmerson Lake 
with 36’ of frontage, three sea-
son room,1 car garage, deck 
with outstanding views of Jim-
merson Lake/Part of the Lake 
James Chain. Open House: 
June 9 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jimmerson 
Lake, Angola, IN. The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.

SUDOKU ANSWER

            Public Sale
         Calendar

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 8-2,
704 S. Johnson St. Weber gas
grill, Canon MX490 printer,
electric roaster, oak hall tree.
No children's clothing.

Mark your 
Calendar for 
this event

ITALY TOUR PRESENTA-

TION Thurs, June 6, 6:15pm.
Bluffton Wells Library. Dis-
cover highlights/facts of this
2025 trip. All Welcome! Terri
Worden
grouptoursite.com/tours/mig-
worden

(Using WCPL meeting facility
does not constitute WCPL's
endorsement/sponsorship of
the program or organizer's
policies/beliefs.)
saratworden@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Paid-
On-Call Firefighters and Part
Time Firefighters. Both posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-4:30p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due June 14th.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

2008 BUICK LUCERNE in ex-
cellent condition. Leather inte-
rior, heated and electric seats,
148,600 miles, $5,700,
260-273-2224.

Auto/Trucks
VEHICLES

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 877-435-4229 (I)
BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/hoosier (I)
DURACELL. THE #1 trusted 
battery brand now offering the 
M150 Portable Power Station. 
When fully charged the M150 
provides enough power to 
charge all your devices - lap-
tops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. 
Give the gift of portable power 
this holiday season - only $199. 
Go to portablepower.info/145. 
(I)

Services
TROPHY CONSTRUCTION.

ALL types of construction:
Pole barns, roofing, remodel-
ing, concrete, seamless gut-
ters, etc. Free estimates. (260)
223-4835.

SERIOUSLY INJURED IN an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call 
today for a FREE consultation! 
844-517-6414 (I)

LINE CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES: 
Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m.; Tuesday-Friday editions: 

day-before by 4 p.m.; Saturdays: Friday by noon.



By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Chief Justice John Rob-
erts on Thursday declined 
an invitation to meet with 
Democratic senators to talk 
about Supreme Court eth-
ics and the controversy 
over flags that flew outside 
homes owned by Justice 
Samuel Alito.

Roberts’ response came 
in a letter to the senators 
a day after Alito sepa-
rately wrote them and 
House members to reject 
their demands that he 
recuse himself from major 
Supreme Court cases 
involving former President 
Donald Trump and the Jan. 
6 rioters because of the 
flags, which are like those 
carried by rioters at the Jan. 
6, 2021, attack on the Capi-
tol.

Senate Judiciary Chair-
man Dick Durbin, D-Ill., 
and Sen. Sheldon White-
house, D-R.I., a member 
of the Judiciary panel, 
had written Roberts a 
week ago to ask for the 
meeting and that Rob-
erts take steps to ensure 
that Alito recuses himself 
from any cases before the 
court concerning the Jan. 
6 attack or the Republi-
can former president’s 
attempts to overturn his 
2020 election defeat.

“I must respectfully 
decline your request for a 
meeting,” Roberts wrote.

Justices decide for them-
selves when to step aside 
from cases, Roberts noted. 
Alito said he concluded 
nothing about the flags, both 
of which he said were flown 
by his wife outside their 
homes in Virginia and New 
Jersey, required his recusal.

Last  year,  Roberts 
declined to testify at a Judi-
ciary Committee hearing 
on Supreme Court ethics, 
and he made mention of 
that Thursday in saying that 
chief justices only rarely 
have met with lawmakers.

“Moreover, the format 
proposed — a meeting with 
leaders only of one party 
who have expressed an 
interest in matters currently 
pending before the court — 

simply underscores that par-
ticipating in such a meeting 
would be inadvisable,” he 
wrote.

Both Alito and an anoth-
er conservative justice, 
Clarence Thomas, have 
rejected calls to recuse 
themselves from cases 
related to the 2020 election, 
which Trump lost to Demo-
crat Joe Biden. Thomas’ 
wife, Ginni, supported 
efforts to overturn the elec-
tion results.

Public trust in the 
Supreme Court is at its low-
est point in at least 50 years.

Durbin’s office issued 
a statement downplaying 
Roberts’ concerns. Durbin’s 
only interest “is restoring 
the credibility of the Court 
in the eyes of the American 
people,” the statement said, 
adding that he would press 
efforts to pass an enforce-
able ethics code for the 
Supreme Court.

The justices are consider-
ing two major cases related 
to the Capitol attack, includ-
ing charges faced by the 
rioters and whether Trump 
has immunity from prosecu-
tion on election interference 
charges.

The New York Times 
reported that an inverted 
American flag was seen at 
Alito’s home in Alexan-
dria, Virginia, less than two 
weeks after the attack on 
the Capitol. The paper also 
reported that an “Appeal 
to Heaven” flag was flown 
outside of the justice’s 
beach home in New Jer-
sey last summer. Both flags 
were carried by rioters who 
violently stormed the Capi-
tol in January 2021 echo-
ing Trump’s false claims of 
election fraud.

Alito has said the invert-
ed American flag was flown 
by his wife amid a dispute 
with neighbors and he had 
no part in it. He said she also 
flew the “Appeal to Heav-
en” flag but was unaware of 
its ties to the Capitol rioters.

Judicial ethics codes 
focus on the need for judges 
to be independent, avoiding 
political statements or opin-
ions on matters they could 
be called on to decide. The 
Supreme Court had long 

gone without its own code 
of ethics, but it adopted one 
in November 2023 in the 
face of sustained criticism 

over undisclosed trips and 
gifts from wealthy benefac-
tors to some justices.

The code lacks a means 

of enforcement, though, 
and the Judiciary panel 
approved legislation last 
year that would set stricter 

standards. But Republi-
cans have been staunchly 
opposed to any efforts to tell 
the court what to do.
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By TARA COPP 
and JOSEF FEDERMAN 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Defense experts who have 
reviewed debris images from 
an Israeli airstrike that ignited a 
deadly fire in a camp for displaced 
Palestinians questioned why Israel 
did not use smaller, more precise 
weapons when so many civilians 
were nearby. They said the bombs 
used were likely U.S.-made.

The strikes, targeting Hamas 
operatives, killed as many as 45 
people sheltering in a temporary 
displacement camp near the south-
ern Gaza city of Rafah on Sunday 
and have drawn international con-
demnation.

Israel is investigating the attack 
but says the Hamas targets were 1 
mile away from a declared human-
itarian zone and that its review 
before the strike determined no 
expected harm to civilians.

But displaced civilians were 
scattered throughout the area, 
and Israel had not ordered evacu-
ations. So even if the tents that 
burned were not inside the marked 
humanitarian zone, the civilians 
there thought it was safe.

Israel, which was attacked 
by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023, has 
not said where the burned tents 
were in relation to the compound 
it bombed on Sunday, but has 
released one satellite image show-
ing there were some known civil-
ian shelters located about 600 feet 
away. It emphasized that while 
there were no tents “in the imme-
diate vicinity,” due to “unfore-
seen circumstances, a fire ignited 
tragically taking the lives of Gazan 
civilians nearby.”

Footage released by the Israeli 
military appears to show people 
walking next to the targeted build-
ings before the blast. The footage 
also appears to show tents nearby.

Israel has not identified the 
bombs it used, but Rear Adm. 
Daniel Hagari, an Israel Defense 
Forces spokesman, has empha-
sized that the country chose the 
smallest munition its jets could 
carry — with 37 pounds of explo-
sive material each — and that an 

unintended secondary explosion 
may have caused the fire.

Even the smallest jet-launched 
munition may be too big when 
civilians are near because of how 
they explode and can send frag-
ments far, defense experts said.

Images posted on social media 
from the tent camp on Monday 
and verified by The Associated 
Press showed a CAGE code, a 
unique identifier assigned to U.S. 
government suppliers, on pieces of 
the exploded weapons.

Based on those images and sat-
ellite photos of the debris field, 
two defense experts said the 
bombs used were likely U.S.-made 
250-pound GBU-39 small-diame-
ter bombs.

Though they’re smaller than 
many other weapons the U.S. has 
provided to Israel, these bombs 
can still create a wide swath of 
damage. The entire 250-pound 
shell and components are designed 
to spew fragments that can travel 
as far as 2,000 feet.

“You essentially have two 
bombs they use that the fragments 
can travel 600 meters in a densely 
packed area. So that just doesn’t 
check out if they’re trying to limit 
casualties,” said Trevor Ball, a 
former Army explosive ordnance 
demolition technician.

Ball said the serial number on 
the pieces of the tail kit and the 
shell debris shown in the pho-
tographs identify the munitions 
as the 250-pound GBU-39. It’s 
unusual to describe a bomb by 
its explosive load — in this case, 
37 pounds — instead of its total 
weight, according to Ball and 
Mark Cancian, a retired Marine 
Corps Reserves colonel and senior 
adviser to the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies.

The debris field in Gaza is 
indicative of the bombs possi-
bly being set to detonate before 
impact, which would ensure their 
intended targets were killed but 
also risk unintended deaths, Ball 
and Cancian said. The images 
showed a small hole where shrap-
nel was found.

The GBU-39’s fuse settings 
can be adjusted to have the bomb 

explode on impact, which would 
create a crater at the site, or set 
for a delayed blast if the goal is 
to have it more deeply penetrate a 
target first.

They can also be set to detonate 
in the air, right before impact, to 
ensure multiple targets are hit. But 
that setting also maximizes area 
damage, which could explain a 
secondary explosion even if weap-
ons or other flammable materials 
were some distance away, Ball 
said.

Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken told reporters on Wednes-
day during a visit to Moldova that 
the U.S. is waiting for an investi-
gation to show what weapons were 
used and how they were deployed.

Even if that confirms Israel 
used a small-diameter weapon, 
“we also see that even limited, 
focused, targeted attacks — 
designed to deal with terrorists 
who have killed innocent civilians 
that are plotting to kill more — 
even those kinds of operations can 
have terrible, horrific, unintended 
consequences,” Blinken said.

The defense experts said Israel 
had better options to turn to than 
the GBU-39 when civilians were 
nearby.

The Israelis have previously 
deployed drones to launch weap-
ons that are smaller and more pre-
cise, Cancian said. These precision 
airstrikes used over the years have 
caused little damage beyond the 
immediate target.

Israel, for example, in this 
strike could have used a smaller 
anti-personnel weapon called the 
mini-Spike, which would not have 
created as wide an area of debris, 
if it was targeting specific Hamas 
leaders, Cancian said.

The U.S. has withheld a ship-
ment of even larger 2,000-pound 
(900-kilogram) bombs from Israel 
out of concern they would be used 
in Israel’s Rafah operation, where 
more than 1 million Palestinians 
crowded after Israel bombed other 
parts of Gaza. Now, that same 
number of people have escaped 
Rafah and are scattered across 
makeshift tent camps and other 
areas.

Sunday’s strike shows that even 
the smaller 250-pound bombs the 
U.S. has continued to provide can 

be too large for use near densely 
packed refugee areas, Cancian 
said.

Israel could have used smaller weapons to avoid deaths in tent fire

By TIA GOLDENBERG, 
WAFAA SHURAFA 
and SAMY MAGDY 

Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — Isra-

el’s military said Wednesday 
it seized control of a strategic 
corridor along Gaza’s border 
with Egypt to cut off smuggling 
tunnels as it tries to destroy the 
militant Hamas group in a war 
now in its eighth month.

The capture of the Philadel-
phi Corridor could complicate 
Israel’s relations with Egypt, 
which has complained about 
Israel’s advance toward its bor-
der. Israel says the corridor 
is awash in tunnels that have 
funneled weapons and other 
goods for Hamas — despite a 
yearslong blockade imposed by 
Israel and Egypt.

Israel also deepened its 
incursion into the southern Gaza 
city of Rafah, where hundreds 
of thousands have been seek-
ing shelter from fighting, and 
where intensifying violence in 
recent days has killed dozens of 
Palestinians. The military said 
that a fifth brigade — up to sev-
eral thousand soldiers — joined 
troops operating in the city on 
Tuesday.

Egypt says any increase in 
troops in the strategic border 
area would violate the countries’ 
1979 peace accord. It already 
has complained about Israel tak-
ing over the Rafah border cross-
ing, the only crossing between 
Gaza and Egypt.

“The Philadelphi Corridor 
served as the oxygen line of 
Hamas through which Hamas 
carried out weapons smuggling 

into Gaza on a regular basis,” 
said Israel’s military chief 
spokesperson, Rear Adm. Dan-
iel Hagari.

An Israeli military official 
said Israel had notified Egypt 
of the takeover. Some 20 tun-
nels, including some previously 
unknown to Israel, were found, 
as well as 82 access points to 
the tunnels, said the official, 
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity in line with military reg-
ulations. It was not clear if the 
tunnels were currently in use.

The corridor is part of a 
larger demilitarized zone along 
the entire Israel-Egypt border. 
Under the peace accord, each 
side is allowed to deploy only a 
small number of troops or bor-
der guards in the zone, though 
those numbers can be modified 
by mutual agreement. At the 
time of the accord, Israeli troops 
controlled Gaza, until Israel 
withdrew its forces and settlers 
in 2005.

Egypt’s state-run Al-Qahera 
News TV reported there were 
“no communications with the 
Israeli side” on the allegations 
of finding tunnels on the border. 
Egypt has repeatedly expressed 
concerns that the Israeli offen-
sive could push Palestinians 
across the border — a scenario 
Egypt says is unacceptable.

The narrow corridor — 
about 100 yards wide in parts 
— runs the 8.6-mile length of 
the Gaza side of the border with 
Egypt and includes the Rafah 
crossing into Egypt.

Hamas has had free rein of 
the border since its 2007 take-
over of Gaza.

Israel says it’s taken control of 
key area of Gaza’s border with 
Egypt awash in smuggling tunnels

Roberts rejects request to discuss Supreme Court ethics, Alito controversy
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