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Pool opening day
The Wells County Pool opened for the season on Sat-
urday. A line, pictured below, for the facility was formed 

at least 15 minutes before its noon opening time. At 
right, Cooper Affolder enjoys the slide down to the pool. 

Above left, Jaxson Straley plunges in off the diving 
board. Above right, Davin Drayer excitedly jumps in. 

(Photos by Jonathan Snyder) 

At least 22 
dead in 
weekend 
storms 
across U.S.

By BRUCE SCHREINER 
and JULIO CORTEZ 

Associated Press
A series of powerful storms 

swept over the central and south-
ern U.S. over the Memorial Day 
holiday weekend, killing at least 
22 people and leaving a wide trail 
of destroyed homes, businesses 
and power outages.

The destructive storms caused 
deaths in Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas and Kentucky and were 
just north of an oppressive, early 
season heat wave setting records 
from south Texas to Florida.

Forecasters said the severe 
weather could shift to the East 
Coast later Monday and warned 
millions of people outdoors for the 
holiday to watch the skies. A tor-
nado watch was issued from North 
Carolina to Maryland.

Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear, 
who earlier declared a state of 
emergency, said at a Monday press 
conference that five people had 
died in his state. The fifth death 
was a 54-year-old man who had 
a heart attack while cutting fallen 
trees in Caldwell County in west-

Retailers 
offering 
summer 
deals to 
entice 
shoppers

By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri-
cans who spend Memorial Day 
scouting sales online and in stores 
may find more reasons to celebrate 
the return of warmer weather. 
Major retailers are stepping up dis-
counts heading into the summer 
months, hoping to entice inflation-
weary shoppers into opening their 
wallets.

Target, Walmart and other 
chains have rolled out price cuts — 
some permanent, others temporary 
— with the stated aim of giving 
their customers some relief. The 
reductions, which mostly involve 
groceries, are getting introduced 
as inflation showed its first sign of 
easing this year but not enough for 
consumers who are struggling to 
pay for basic necessities as well as 
rent and car insurance.

The latest quarterly earnings 
reported by Walmart, Macy’s 
and Ralph Lauren underscored 
that consumers have not stopped 
spending. But multiple CE0s, 
including the heads of McDon-

Military labs work to identify soldiers killed in WWII
By JOSH FUNK 
Associated Press

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Neb. (AP) — Generations of 
American families have grown up 
not knowing exactly what hap-
pened to their loved ones who 
died while serving their country in 
World War II and other conflicts.

But a federal lab tucked away 
above the bowling alley at Offutt 
Air Force Base near Omaha and 
a sister lab in Hawaii are steadily 
answering those lingering ques-
tions, aiming to offer 200 families 
per year the chance to honor their 

relatives with a proper burial.
“They may not even have been 

alive when that service member 
was alive, but that story gets carried 
down through the generations,” said 
Carrie Brown, a Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency lab man-
ager at Offutt. “They may have seen 
on the mantle a picture of that per-
son when they were little and not 
really understood or known who 
they were.”

Memorial Day and the upcom-
ing 80th anniversary of D-Day 
on June 6 are reminders of the 
urgency of Brown’s work. The 

forensic anthropologists, medi-
cal examiners and historians who 
work together to identify lost sol-
diers are in a race against time 
as remains buried on battlefields 
around the globe deteriorate.

But advances in DNA technol-
ogy, combined with innovative 
techniques including comparing 
bones to chest X-rays taken by the 
military, mean the labs can iden-
tify more of the missing soldiers 
every year. Some 72,000 World 
War II soldiers remain unaccount-
ed for, along with roughly 10,000 
more from all the conflicts since. 

The experts believe about half of 
those are recoverable.

The agency identified 59 ser-
vicemembers in 2013, when the 
Offutt lab first opened. That num-
ber has steadily risen — 159 service 
members last year, up from 134 in 
2022 — and the labs have a goal of 
200 identifications annually.

The labs’ work allowed Donna 
Kennedy to bury her cousin, Cpl. 
Charles Ray Patten, with full 
military honors this month in the 
same Lawson, Missouri, cemetery 
where his father and grandfather 
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ald’s, Starbucks and home 
improvement retailer Home 
Depot, have observed that 
people are becoming more 
price-conscious and choosy. 
They’re delaying purchases, 
focusing on store brands 
compared to typically more 
expensive national brands, 
and looking for deals.

“Retailers recognize that 
unless they pull out some 
stops on pricing, they are 
going to have difficulty 
holding on to the custom-
ers they got,” Neil Saun-
ders, managing director of 
consulting and data analy-
sis firm GlobalData, said. 
“The consumer really has 
had enough of inflation, 
and they’re starting to take 
action in terms of where 
they shop, how they shop, 
the amount they buy.”

While discounts are 
an everyday tool in retail, 
Saunders  sa id  these 
aggressive price cuts that 
cover thousands of items 
announced by a number of 
retailers represent a “major 
shift” in recent strategy. 
He noted most companies 
talked about price increas-
es in the past two or three 
years, and the cut mark the 
first big “price war” since 
before inflation started tak-
ing hold.

WHERE CAN 
SHOPPERS

 FIND LOWER PRICES?
Higher-income shoppers 

looking to save money have 
helped Walmart maintain 
strong sales in recent quar-
ters. But earlier this month, 
the nation’s largest retailer 
expanded its price rollbacks 
— temporary discounts 
that can last a few months 
— to nearly 7,000 grocery 
items, a 45% increase. Items 
include a 28-ounce can of 
Bush’s baked beans marked 
down to $2.22, from $2.48, 
and a 24-pack of 12-ounce 
Diet Coke priced at $12.78 
from $14.28.

Company executives said 
the Bentonville, Arkansas-
based retailer is seeing more 
people eating at home versus 
eating out. Walmart believes 
its discounts will help the 
business over the remainder 
of the year.

“We’re going to lead on 
price, and we’re going to 
manage our (profit) margins, 
and we’re going to be the 
Walmart that we’ve always 
been,” CEO Doug McMil-
lon told analysts earlier this 
month.

Not to be outdone by its 
closest competitor, Target 
last week cut prices on 1,500 
items and said it planned to 
make price cuts on another 
3,500 this summer. The ini-
tiative primarily applies to 
food, beverage and essential 
household items. For exam-
ple, Clorox scented wipes 
that previously cost $5.79 
are on shelves for $4.99. 
Huggies Baby Wipes, which 
were priced at $1.19, now 
cost 99 cents.

Low-cost supermar-
ket chain Aldi said earlier 
this month that it was cut-
ting prices on 250 products, 
including favorites for bar-
becues and picnics, as part 
of a promotion set to last 
through Labor Day.

McDonald’s plans to 
introduce a limited-time $5 
meal deal in the U.S. next 
month to counter slowing 
sales and customers’ frustra-
tion with high prices.

Arko Corp., a large oper-
ator of convenience stores in 
rural areas and small towns, 
is launching its most aggres-
sive deals in terms of their 
depth in roughly 20 years 
for both members of its free 
loyalty program and other 
customers, according to Arie 
Kotler, the company’s chair-
man, president and CEO. 
For example, members of 
Arko’s free loyalty program 
who buy two 12-packs of 
Pepsi beverages get a free 
pizza. The promotions 
kicked off May 15 and are 
due to end Sept. 3.

Kotler said he focused 
on essential items that peo-
ple use to feed their fami-
lies after observing that the 
cumulative effects of higher 
gas prices and inflation in 
other areas had customers 
hold back compared to a 
year ago.

“Over the past two quar-
ters, we have seen the trend 
of consumers cutting back, 
consumers coming less 
often, and consumers reduc-

ing their purchases,” he said.
In the non-food category, 

crafts chain Michaels last 
month reduced prices of 
frequently purchased items 
like paint, markers and artist 
canvases. The price reduc-
tions ranged from 15% to up 
to 40%. Michaels said the 
cuts are intended to be per-
manent.

DO THESE CUTS 
BRING PRICES BACK 
TO PRE-PANDEMIC 

LEVELS?
Many retailers said their 

goal was to offer some relief 
for shoppers. But Michaels 
said its new discounts 
brought prices for some 
things down to where they 
were in 2019.

“Our intention with 
these cuts is to ensure we’re 
delivering value to the cus-
tomer,” The Michaels Com-
panies said. “We see it as 
an investment in customer 
loyalty more than anything 
else.”

Target said it was dif-
ficult to compare what its 
price-reduced products 
cost now to a specific time 
frame since inflation levels 
are different for each item 
and the reductions varied 
by item.

The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, which tracks con-
sumer prices, said the aver-
age price of a two-liter bottle 
of soda in April was $2.27. 
That compares with $1.53 
in the same month five years 
ago. A pound of white bread 
cost an average of $2 last 
month but $1.29 in April 
2019. One pound of ground 
chuck that averaged $5.28 in 
April cost $3.91 five years 
ago.
WHY ARE COMPANIES 
CUTTING PRICES ON 

SOME ITEMS?
U.S. consumer confi-

dence deteriorated for the 
third straight month in April 
as Americans continued to 
fret about their short-term 
financial futures, according 
to the latest report released 
late last month from the 
Conference Board, a busi-

ness research group.
With shoppers focusing 

more on bargains, particu-
larly online, retailers are try-
ing to get customers back 
to their stores. Target this 
month posted its fourth con-
secutive quarterly decline in 
comparable sales — those 
from stores or digital chan-
nels operating at least 12 
months.

In fact, the share of 
online sales for the cheap-
est items across many cat-
egories, including clothing, 
groceries, personal care 
and appliances, increased 
from April 2019 to the same 
month this year, according 
to Adobe Analytics, which 
covers more than 1 trillion 
visits to U.S. retail sites.

For example, the mar-
ket share for the cheapest 
groceries went from 38% 
in April 2019 to 48% last 
month, while the share for 
the most expensive groceries 
went down from 22% to 9% 
over the same time period, 
according to Adobe.

HOW ARE 
RETAILERS FUNDING 

PRICE CUTS?
GlobalData’s Saunders 

said he thinks companies are 
subsidizing price cuts with 
a variety of methods — at 
the expense of profits, at the 
cost of suppliers and ven-
dors, or by reducing expens-
es. Some retailers may be 
using a combination of all 
three, he said.

Saunders doesn’t think 
retailers are raising prices on 
other items to make up for 
the ones they lowered since 
doing that would bring a 
backlash from customers.

Target declined to dis-
close details but said its 
summer price promotion 
was incorporated into the 
company’s projected profit 
range, which falls below 
analysts’ expectations at the 
low end.

GPM Investments, LLC, 
a wholly owned subsidiary 
of ARKO Corp. said its sup-
pliers are funding the conve-
nience store promotions.
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U.S. storms kill 22 Weather
Tuesday, May 28, 2024

High:70 ; Low:53 ; Precipitation: 30%
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street 

bridge): 2.6  feet at 9:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: A slight chance of showers, then a chance of 

showers and thunderstorms after 11 a.m. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 70. Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 20 mph. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Tonight: A chance of showers and thunderstorms before 
2 a.m., then a slight chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 53. West wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 40%.

Wednesday: A slight chance of showers, then a chance 
of showers and thunderstorms after 2 p.m. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 68. North wind around 10 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 40%.

Wednesday Night: A 30% chance of showers and thun-
derstorms before 8 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 
48. North wind around 5 mph. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 69.
Thursday Night: Clear, with a low around 46.
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 75.
Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 52.
Saturday: A slight chance of showers, then a chance of 

showers and thunderstorms after 2 p.m. Partly sunny, with a 
high near 76. Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Saturday Night: A 30% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 61.

Sunday: A 40% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 80.

Sunday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 61.

Monday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. Most-
ly sunny, with a high near 83.

260.426.3006 
STEFFENGRP.COM

AUCTION
ONLINE NORTHERN WELLS LAND

6.79 ACRE POTENTIAL BUILDING SITE 

SELLER: HOLBROOK ESTATE • SALE MANAGER: PATRICK CARTER (260.273.8294)

INSPECTION: FEEL FREE TO WALK THE PROPERTY AT ANY TIME
CONTACT AUCTION MANAGER PATRICK CARTER FOR MORE INFORMATION

AU19500212 • AC30500053

ONLINE BIDDING OPEN TUESDAY, JUNE 4TH FROM 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

PROPERTY LOCATION: 300 WEST, MARKLE, INDIANA 46791

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER TO BID VISIT
STEFFENGRP.COM/AUCTIONS

EXPLORE THE POTENTIAL OF THIS PROPERTY! 
•   6.79 +/- ACRE TRACT OF LAND IN NORTHERN WELLS
•   EASY ACCESS TO I-69
•  435’ OF ROAD FRONTAGE ON WELLS COUNTY ROAD
•  RARE OPPORTUNITY FOR HOMESITE OR MINI-FARM

 

AUCTION
ONLINE ONLY PERSONAL PROPERTY

1950 Ford Sedan • 200-Plus Collection of Roseville, Van-Briggle, Hull, 
Rookwood & McCoy Pottery • Coca Cola Advertising Items • Dekalb Ear Corn 
Sign • RCA Victor Victrola Record Player • Gemdandy Electric Churn  • Crocks 
Tonka Toys • Early Child's Buggy • Leaded Art glass Parlor Lamp  • Antique 
Console Radio • Hummels & Goebel Figurines • Fenton Cranberry Glassware
Enamel Deco. Glassware • Costume Jewelry • Elephant Collection
1970's Sports Illustrated Magazines • Antique & Modern Furniture • Oak 
2-Pc. Kitchen Cabinet • Lawn & Garden • Antique Rockers • Duncan Phyfe 
Style China Cabinet • Concrete Lawn Ornaments  •  Much, Much More!  

260.426.0633
STEFFENGRP.COM

AU19500212 • AC30500053  

VIEW COMPLETE CATALOG AT STEFFENGRP.COM
S E LLE R: T H E E S TAT E O F J O H N F.  H O LB R O O K

SALE MANAGER: PATRICK CARTER (260.273.8294)

ROSEVILLE POTTERY - 1950 FORD AUTO - COCA COLA ADVERTISING
SUNDAY, MAY 26TH - SUNDAY, JUNE 2ND 

THURSDAY, MAY 23RD   (3 PM - 6 PM)
THURSDAY, MAY 30TH   (3 PM - 6 PM)

AUCTION PREVIEW & ONLINE BIDDING ASSISTANCE:

10421 W. YODER RD.,  ROANOKE, IN 46783

PAT CARTER
REAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEERREAL ESTATE BROKER & AUCTIONEER

THINKING OF SELLING?

•ESTATE LIQUIDATION AUCTIONS
•REAL ESTATE

•PERSONAL PROPERTY
•ANTIQUES

•FARM MACHINERY
•FARM GROUND

LET MY
35 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE

WORK FOR YOU!

AU19500212 • AC30500053

260.273.8294 • STEFFENGRP.COM

ern Kentucky, the gover-
nor’s office said.

The death toll of 22 also 
included seven deaths in 
Cooke County, Texas, from 
a Saturday tornado that tore 
through a mobile home 
park, officials said, and eight 
deaths across Arkansas.

Two people died in 
Mayes County, Oklaho-
ma, which is east of Tulsa, 
authorities said. The injured 
included guests at an out-
door wedding.

The latest community 
left with shattered homes 
and no power was the tiny 
Kentucky town of Charles-
ton, which took a direct 
hit Sunday night from a 
tornado that the governor 
said appeared to be on the 
ground for 40 miles.

“It’s a big mess,” said 
Rob Linton, who lives in 
Charleston and is the fire 
chief of nearby Dawson 
Springs, hit by a tornado in 
2021. “Trees down every-
where. Houses moved. 
Power lines are down. No 
utilities whatsoever – no 
water, no power.”

Further east, some rural 

areas of Hopkins County hit 
by the 2021 tornado around 
the community of Barnsley 
were damaged again Sunday 
night, said county Emer-
gency Management Director 
Nick Bailey.

“There were a lot of 
people that were just getting 
their lives put back together 
and then this,” Bailey said. 
“Almost the same spot, the 
same houses and every-
thing.”

Beshear has traveled to 
the area where his father 
grew up several times for 
ceremonies where people 
who lost everything were 
given the keys to their new 
homes.

The visits came after a 
series of tornadoes on a ter-
rifying night in December 
2021 killed 81 people in 
Kentucky.

“It could have been much 
worse,” Beshear said of 
the Memorial Day week-
end storms. “The people of 
Kentucky are very weath-
er aware with everything 
we’ve been through.”

More than 400,000 cus-
tomers across the eastern 
U.S. were without power 

Monday afternoon, includ-
ing about 125,000 in Ken-
tucky. Twelve states report-
ed at least 10,000 outages 
earlier in the day, according 
to PowerOutage.us.

The area on highest alert 
for severe weather Monday 
is a broad swath of the east-
ern U.S., from Alabama to 
New York.

President Joe Biden sent 
condolences to the families 
who had people killed. He 
said the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency is on 
the ground conducting dam-
age assessments and he has 
contacted governors to see 
what federal support they 
might need..

It’s been a grim month 
of tornadoes and severe 
weather in the nation’s mid-
section.

Tornadoes in Iowa last 
week left at least five people 
dead and dozens injured. 
Storms killed eight people in 
Houston earlier this month. 
The severe thunderstorms 
and deadly twisters have 
spawned during a histori-
cally bad season for torna-
does, at a time when climate 
change contributes to the 

severity of storms around 
the world. April had the 
second-highest number of 
tornadoes on record in the 
country.

Harold Brooks, a senior 
scientist at the National 
Severe Storms Laboratory 
in Norman, said a persistent 
pattern of warm, moist air 
is to blame for the string of 
tornadoes over the past two 
months.

That warm moist air is at 
the northern edge of a heat 
dome bringing temperatures 
typically seen at the height 
of summer to late May.

The heat index — a com-
bination of air temperature 
and humidity to indicate 
how the heat feels to the 
human body — neared triple 
digits in parts of south Texas 
on Monday. Extreme heat 
was also forecast for San 
Antonio and Dallas.

In Florida, Melbourne 
and Ft. Pierce set new daily 
record highs Monday. Both 
hit 98 F. Miami set a record 
high of 96 F on Sunday.

For more information on 
recent tornado reports, see 
The Associated Press Tor-
nado Tracker.

are buried. Patten died 74 
years ago during the Korean 
War, but spent decades bur-
ied as an unknown in the 
National Memorial Ceme-
tery of the Pacific in Hawaii.

“I just I ached. I mean, 
it hurt. You know, I just felt 
so bad. Even though I didn’t 
know him, I loved him,” 
Kennedy said.

Patten’s funeral was a 
simple affair with just a few 
family members. But often 
when veterans who fought 
decades earlier are identified, 
people waving flags and 
holding signs line the streets 
of their hometowns to herald 
the return of their remains.

“This work is important 
first and foremost because 
these are individuals that 
gave their lives to protect our 
freedom, and they paid the 
ultimate sacrifice. So we’re 
here holding that promise that 
we’ll return them home to 
their families,” Brown said.

“It’s important for their 
families to show them that 
we’ll never stop, no matter 
what,” she said.

Often there are compel-
ling details, Brown said.

One of her first cases 
involved the intact remains of 
a World War I Marine found 
in a forest in France with his 
wallet still in his pocket. The 
wallet, initialed G.H., con-
tained a New York Times 
article describing plans for 
the offensive in which he 
ultimately died. He also had 
an infantryman badge with 
his name and the year he 
received it on the back.

Before leaving France 
with the remains, the team 
visited a local cemetery 
where other soldiers were 
buried and learned there 
were only two missing sol-
diers with the initials G.H.

Brown had a fair idea 
who that soldier was before 
his remains even arrived in 
the lab. That veteran was 

buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery and Brown often 
visits his grave when she is 
in Washington D.C.

Most cases aren’t that 
easy.

The experts who work at 
the lab must piece together 
identities by looking at his-
torical records about where 
the remains were found and 
which soldiers were in the 
area. They then consult the 
list of possible names and 
use the bones, objects found 
with them, military medical 
records and DNA to confirm 
their identities. They focus 
on battles and plane crashes 
where they have the greatest 
chance of success because 
of available information.

But their work can be 
complicated if soldiers were 
buried in a temporary cem-
etery and moved when a unit 
was forced to retreat. And 
unidentified soldiers were 
often buried together.

When remains  are 
brought to the lab, they 
sometimes include an extra 
bone. Experts then spend 
months or even years match-
ing the bones and waiting for 
DNA and other test results to 
confirm their identities.

One test even can identi-
fy if the soldier grew up pri-
marily eating rice or a corn-
based diet.

The lab also compares 
specific traits of collar 
bones to the chest X-rays 
the military routinely took 
of soldiers before they were 
deployed. It helps that the 
military keeps extensive 
records of all soldiers.

Those clues help the 
experts put together the puz-
zle of someone’s identity.

“It’s not always easy. It’s 
certainly not instantaneous,” 
Brown said. “Some of the 
cases, we really have to fight 
to get to that spot, because 
some of them have been 
gone for 80 years.”

(Continued from Page 1)
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Bluffton-Harrison Mid-
dle School has released the 
names of its students on the 
high honor roll and honor 
roll for the fourth quarter of 
the 2023-24 school year.

5th Grade 
High Honor Roll

Amelia Burman, Naomi 
Fry, Reid Harris, Landon 
Heer, Kyla Isch, Hunter 
Johnson, Roman Mills, 
Lakyne Neuenschwander, 
Titan Robles, Samuel 
Roush, Stella Schroeder, 
Brayden Smith, Roman 
Vasquez, Aldan Wood, Liam 
Yates and Trace Zoda. 

Honor Roll
Amalia  Ali ,  Blaze 

Archer, Skylar Bass, Har-
vey Bedwell, Leah Bertsch, 
T.J. Borabo-Hower, Ameri-
kus Brubaker, Remington 
Claghorn, Callie Craig, 
Ethan Donovan, Kreed 
Elston, Mason Englehardt, 
Brynlee Gaskill, Kendall 
Gaskill, Averie Gavilanez, 
Grace Gillette, Aria Gra-
ham, Mianna Hall, Trevor 
Hall, Finlay Herrold, Ember 
Hiser, Hunter Holloway, 
Laynden Jordan, Griffin 
Kaehr, Sean Riley Kelly, 
Clare Lambert, Braxton 
McCullough, Ryan McPher-
son, Evelyn Meyer, Pat-
ton Moore, Daisy Murray, 
Averie Penrod, Aiden Pfis-
ter, Colton Purvis, Gage 
Quillen, Brynn Reinhard, 
Eric Rinkenberger, Addi-
syn Roehm, Mia Smith, 
Nicholas Stanley, Brooklyn 
Stoller, Connor Traynor, 
Declan Triplett, Landry Vil-
lanueva, Cameron Walker, 
Gambit Walton and Mack-
enzie White. 

6th Grade 
High Honor Roll

Abram Atkins, Kreigh 
Ault, Eli Brooks, Alaina 
Coleman, Rowan Drayer, 
Blaine Ehrman, Molly 
Frauhiger, Abigail Garrett, 
Addison Gerber, Clive Ger-
ber, Parker Grandlienard, 
Wesley Kunkel, Cadence 
Lehman, Jessica Littell, 
Molly Mills, Paisley Neuen-
schwander, Averie Pear-
son, Emily Priester, Erin 
Ramseyer, Charlotte Rho-
derick, Ithan Rinkenberger, 

Adrienne Smallman, Liam 
Smith, Rhys Smith, Leona 
Veselji and Dominic Wilson. 

Honor Roll
Olivia Brown, Harrison 

Buroker, Christian Clubs, 
Brooklyn Coratti, Naomi 
Dailey, Mercedes Diaz San-
chez, MacKenzie Dudley, 
Cooper Dunnuck, Braxton 
Graham, Kinsey Hartman, 
Aaron Hay, Sophia Hesher, 
Broderick Hohe, Maylee 
Holmes, Renley Hurst, Mad-
dox Kauffman, Jonathan 
Kephart, Parker Klopfen-
stein, Logan Krachtus, Crys-
tal Lee, Brielle Lortie, Myah 
Martin, Olivia Morgan, Lucy 
Moser, Phoebe Mygrant, 
Mason Olivares, Madelyn 
Platt, Hudson Reineck, Pay-
son Rickard, Avalynn Schei-
man, Easton Schipper, Seryn-
iti Seale, Cheyenne Sonnig-
sen, Ciomara Tello, Delilah 
Traynor, Autumn Watson, 
Hudson Withers and Lincoln 
Xayyachack. 

7th Grade 
High Honor Roll

Adelyn Atkins, Elijah 
Bendes, Adalynn Bertsch, 
Kinley Bowman, Jeremy 
Brown, Zander Click, Alan-
na Croft, Virginia Cummins, 
Lyla Feinberg, Otto Fiechter, 
Morgan Fox, Asher Fritz, 
McKenna Fry, Khloe Geh-
rett, Amelia Geisel, Heath 
Gerber, Landry Grandlien-
ard, Ellah Grimes, Anna 
Hartman, Reece Himes, 
Keaton Ingram, Barbie Jel-
lison, Luci Jenkins, Cleyton 
Kenworthy, Chase Kistler, 
Vince Lambert, Audrey 
McMillan, Audrey Mech-
ling, Avery Meyer, Irene 
Monagle, Foster Monticue, 
Madeleine Morgan, Macy 
Onweller, Gabryella Pau-
ley, Davis Rockwell, Quin-
ton Saige, Charlie Schantz, 
Chloe Schlotter, Eli Seago, 
Cameron Simpson, Trace 
Simpson, Croy Stout, Mari-
ah West, Maddox White and 
Deacon Yates. 

Honor Roll
Cooper Affolder, Wren 

Ault, Braxton Bebout, 
Keegan Brubaker, Cooper 
Bustos, Zain Butcher, Park-
er Christal, Kayden Clag-
horn, Izzabellah Combes, 

Alexander Cortez, Mason 
Dietzer, Robert James Dun-
lap, Dane Fiechter, Marlie 
Fry, Armson Georvilma, 
Drake Hicks, Gunner Hollo-
way, Wyatt Holmes, Emma 
Hughett, Sebastian Jones, 
Kianna Linderwell, Emily 
Mai, Christian Marshall, 
Aiden Martin, Alexis Miller, 
Rosemary Miller, Hadley 
Moehlenkamp, Landon Mor-
phew, Madalynn Narvaez, 
Harper Patterson, Averie Pat-
ton, Zayn Pearson, Layne 
Philebaum, Roberto Rodas, 
Kolten Schlichter, Kamdyn 
Shuman, Oraliz Sierra, Olivia 
Smith, Oscar Soria Luz, Bai-
ley Surbaugh, Madieson Sur-
baugh, Liam Teeple, Michael 
Tierney, Noah VanCamp, 
Aubrey Walker, Corban 
Wheeler, Harper Wood and 
Landyn Yates. 

8th Grade 
High Honor Roll

Reid Abbett, Kamryn 
Ault, Andy Baumgartner, 
Austin Bennett, Krista Blair, 
Chayson Brown, Khloe 
Dick, Tess Frauhiger, Eden 
Gerber, Rafe Gerber, Macy 
Lemler, Chloe Lesh, Emily 
Maggard, Briana Ortiz, 
Abigail Ramseyer, Kyla 
Reinhard, Natalie Scher, 
Breeanna Schmidt, Addison 
Smith, Kenley Smith, Addi-
son Sonnigsen, Mia Sprun-
ger, Bridget Steffen, Bennett 
Stoller, Violetta Tarasova 
and Ava Trexler. 

Honor Roll
Parker Barnes, Wyatt 

Beer, Jimmy Borabo-
Hower, Kiah Craig, Gray-
son Crowder, Jace Draper, 
Mason Engle, Grace Fry, 
Raianna Gentry, Kylee 
Gottschalk, Gavin Gries-

er, Gibson Grieser, Brody 
Grimes, Cora Kunkel, Daw-
son Lee, Rinoa Lee, Carter 
Lehman, Makenna Leitner, 
Klay Markley, Jaida Mills, 
Cooper Pearson, Elizabeth 
Premo, Finn Reinhard, 
Makynli Rudd, Ariana Tello 
and Brenton Zhang.
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Ruth Esther King, 101
Ruth Esther King, 101, passed 

away Friday, May 24, 2024, at 
River Terrace Retirement Commu-
nity. She was born Aug. 21, 1922, 
in Westfield, Ind., daughter to the 
late Ludovic Leonard and Hazel 
(Tomlinson) Hill. 

Ruth received her Bachelor’s 
degree from Bethel College, 
Mishawaka, Ind., and her mas-
ter’s degree from Ball State Uni-
versity in Muncie. Ruth worked as 
an elementary school teacher for 
28 and 1/2 years. She was a member of Delta Kappa 
Gamma Sorority and Order of the Eastern Star, Macy, 
Ind. 

Surviving are her son, Leonard Lloyd (Marjorie) King 
of Ossian; five grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren; 
11 great-great-grandchildren; and niece, Frieda Jane 
Oncen. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death 
by her husband of 65 years, Rev. Norris Lloyd King in 
2009; daughter, Sara A. Cox; brother, Hershel Hill; and 
sister, Rev. Edith Bruner. 

Gathering and visitation will be held Thursday, May 
30, 2024, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Ossian 
United Methodist Church, 201 West Mill Street, Ossian, 
Indiana 46777, with Ruth’s funeral service beginning at 
11:00 a.m. Burial will be Friday, May 31, 2024, at 1:00 
p.m. at Stilesville Cemetery, 3944 West County Road 
900 South, Stilesville, Indiana, 46180. 

Please visit www.elzey-patterson-rodak.com to leave 
condolences.

OBITUARIES

   FRESH • VARIETY • LOCAL • QUALITY
3095 VAN HORN ST., ZANESVILLE

Mon.- Thur. 9 - 5  •  Fri. 9 - 6  •  Sat. 8 - 1
(Subject to change)

LOCALLY SUPPLIED  •  LOCALLY OWNED

260.638.4123

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
dressed weight

Sides of Beef Available at Market Prices
Whole or Half Hog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99/lb.

YOUR PARTY and  SUMMER COOKOUT
HEADQUARTERS
YOUR PARTY and  SUMMER COOKOUT
HEADQUARTERS

• Smoked Pork Chops

• Pulled Pork with or 
without BBQ sauce
• Sloppy Joe   
• Roasting Hogs• Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad

Call in advance for all 
special orders

SPECIALS
Boneless Smoked Pork Chops  . . . . . . $7.09/lb.
Sirloin Tip Roast  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.89/lb.
Pickle Pimento Loaf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.29/lb.
White American Cheese . . . . . . . . . . . $5.29/lb.

PRICES GOOD May 28 – June 1, 2024www.lengerichmeats.com

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

1-800-356-4440   •   231 N. Wayne St., Warren

DeWeese
SOFTWATER & APPLIANCES

We Service All Appliances

JEREMY M. TODD
CFP®  AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1169 N. Main St.

Suite 2
Bluffton, IN 46714

260-824-0686

Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors are not estate planners and cannot 
provide tax or legal advice. Please consult 
your estate-planning attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use  
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

www.edwardjones.com    Member SIPC

Financial Focus
PSA: New choices 

for business owners
If you’re a business owner with a 

401(k) or similar retirement plan, you’ll 
want to stay current on changes affecting 
these accounts. What’s new for 2024?

As part of the SECURE 2.0 Act, several 
changes will be enacted this year.

If you haven’t already established a 
retirement plan, you can now offer a 
“starter” 401(k) or “safe harbor” 403(b) 
plan to employees who meet age and 
service requirements. The starter 401(k) 
has lower annual employee contribution 
limits than a typical 401(k) or 403(b) and 
you aren’t required to make matching or 
nonelective contributions.

Also, you can now match contribu-
tions to employees’ retirement plans 
when these employees make qualified 
student loan payments.

In another change, part-time employ-
ees who meet certain criteria can now 
contribute to an existing 401(k) plan.

Furthermore, employers can now offer 
an emergency savings account within a 
401(k) or similar plan. This account al-
lows lower-paid employees the chance to 
save up to $2,500 and take monthly tax-
free withdrawals.

You may want to consult with your tax 
and financial professionals to determine 
how these changes may affect what you 
want to do with your retirement plan. 
The more you know, the better your de-
cisions likely will be.  

This content was provided by Edward 
Jones for use by Jeremy Todd, your Edward 
Jones financial advisor at 260-824-0686.

SWES announces Quarter 3 honor roll
Southern Wells Elemen-

tary School has released the 
names of its students on the 
high honor roll and honor 
roll for the fourth quarter of 
the 2023-24 school year.

2nd Grade
High Honor

Preston Barnes, Rhett 
Bower, Lucille Cameron, 
Bristal Fiecther, Selah Fish-
er, Riggs Fiechter,Austin 
Hamilton, Cierra Hamilton, 
Brooklyn Kinnett, Wesson 
Laurence, Alexis Nusbau-
mer, Khushi Patel, Callen 
Paxson, Charlotte Pursi-
full, Jack Slusher, Cohen 
Stevens, Eli Swartz, Titus 
Truex, Aubrey VanGordon, 
Jaelyn Wickey and Amelia 
Wilburn.

Honor
Rhider Bennett, Brynn-

ley  Caldwel l ,  Chloe 
Carnes, Finley Emerick, Ty 
Frauhiger, Kitt Freiburger, 
Cortney Hastings, Emmalyn 
Higgins, Paisley Jenkins, 
Gavin Jennings, Avery Mor-
gan, Grant Penrod, Kaylynn 
Scheerer, Mason Schwartz, 
Mackenzie Townsend, Brant 
Tucker, LaRose Wengerd 
and Hannah Wyant.

3rd Grade
High Honor

Jaylynn Biberstine, Zoey 
Boyer, Joseph Bricker, Addi-
son Cassiday, Ava Fiechter, 
Jacob Hoffacker, Eva Lau-
rence, Emerson Leas, Andre 
Neuenschwander, Avery 
Neuenschwander, Gretchen 
Prible, Hayden Slusher, 
Brantley Steffen and Scarlett 
Zaklikiewicz.

Honor
Jace Andrews, Danelia 

Brown, Matthew Butcher, 
Greyson Dressler, Jackson 
Felger, Aaylah Guhl, Addi-
son Hormann, Kynslie Huff-
man, Emma James, Colton 
Michael, Amy Mills, Rissa 
Morris, Jaxson Nusbau-
mer, Waylon Paul, Kayne 
Raymond, Gunner Reneau, 
Oliver Roberts and Blaine 
Teague.

4th Grade
High Honor

Emmabelle Baumgart-
ner, Adrian Boxell, Royal 
Frauhiger, Katy Good-
night, Lindsay Penrod, 
Liam Thompson and Lily 
Townsend.

Honor
Sutton Bennett, Carter 

Blinn, Blakely Bower, 
Maya Campbell, Rylee 
Carroll,  Makenna Dowell, 
Mason Edmonds, AnnaL-
ynn Felger, Annie Herr, 
Wyatt Hicks, Granger Hig-
gins, Cash Jenkins, Avy 
Kirkwood, Layne Koron-
cevicius, Madison Maxwell, 
Alivia McClain, Cooper 
McNally, Parker Michael, 
Bronc Mil ler,  Kayci 
Needler, Noah Neuen-
schwander, Eliza Peterson, 
Miley Shippy, Naomi Shi-
rar, Talia Smith, Kerrigan 
Stevens, Tucker Trosper, 
Trace Tucker, McKenna 
Twibell, Levi VanDeman, 
Jasmine Walker, Tucker 
Wellman, Brayden Wickey 
and Lexi Zavattaro.

5th Grade
High Honor

Raelin Bower, Brae-
lyn Boyer, Paisley Chan-
dler, Traesyn Dixon, Elaina 
Edwards, Sophia Kahn, 
Anna McFarren, Cooper 
Reeves, Elise Schneider and 
Ethan Swartz.

Honor
Kole Allred, Hunter 

Baumgartner, Gavin Biber-
stine, Kaden Boxell,Owen 

Boxell, Selic Bradley, 
Keeton Carroll, Charlene 
Felger, Connor Fiech-
ter, Cash Frauhiger, Cora 
Freibuger, Zane Gates, 
Olivia Hoffacker, Ryan 
Jeckert, Branson Kiel, Karla 
Martinez, Allie Miller, Stan-
ley Needler, Tyler Nichols, 
Vada Palmer, McKenna 
Rittenhouse, Titus Robles, 
Blakely Schorgen, Layla 
Shelly, Alexis Sunderman, 
Carson Wellman, & Saman-
tha Zavattaro

6th Grade
High Honor

Josiah Bricker, Ten-
ley Fiechter, McKynleigh 
Flowers, Elsa Franks, Alex 
Gaskill, Liam Leas, Trinity 
McClellan, Aubree Neuen-
schwander, Ellie Nichols, 
Harper Reynolds, Rhett 
Tucker, Isaac VanDeman 
and Abigail Zaklikiewicz.

Honor
Carlie Billman, Levi 

Dunnuck, Ryker Engle, 
Randy Frauhiger, Josie 
Goodnight, Evelyn Hart-
man, Leland Heath, Kegan 
Leas, Morgan Meyer, Holly 
Pearson, Reese Prible and 
Weston Zigler.

BHMS announces Quarter 4 honor roll

State adult day programs 
worry about their future

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
 Indiana Capital Chronicle

Jade Jeffries doesn’t know what she’d do without Sarah-
Care — an adult day program that her father, James, attends 
every day. Jeffries is the sole caretaker of her father, who’s 
in his late 80s and has dementia, and works two jobs to pay 
the bills. 

Jeffries feels lucky to have secured a place for her father 
where he can get socialization and specialized programming in 
addition to nursing services. After the toll of COVID-19, only 
40 or so such adult day programs exist in Indiana — each serv-
ing 10 to 15 members.

With SarahCare, her dad has an activities calendar, music 
and movement programs and more in addition to nurses and 
nutritionally balanced meals. 

But, like the rest of Indiana’s Medicaid landscape, adult 
day services face a monumental change this summer when 
the state transitions to managed care. For providers, that 
means a Managed Care Entity will handle their claims and 
payments rather than the state.

“We’re really kind of at a crisis right now,” said Laura 
Altenbaumer, president of the Indiana Association of Adult 
Day Services. “And I’m concerned … that when we transi-
tion to Indiana PathWays, we are going to lose additional 
day programs. (The small centers) are not going to be able to 
withstand this transition.”

Altenbaumer, who runs her own Indiana center in Mer-
rillville, said adult day service providers were abruptly 
told that transportation service would no longer be reim-
bursed through their referral sources, Area Agencies on 
Aging.

The Pennville Soccer Club began its ninth season 
this year, playing games at Pennville Park.

The league consists of three divisions separated by 
age groups. The youngest is the Stinger Division ages 
4-6, the middle is the Space Division ages 7-9 and the 
oldest is the Wild Cat Division ages 10-12.

Below are the results from the three leagues over 
the weekend.

Stinger: Patriot Sportwear Hornets 4, AgBest 
Express Bees 1; AgBest Express Bees 6, A Place to 
Grow Wasps 3.

Goal leaders: Anniston Hammond 4, Mabel Leon-
hard 2, Phebe Love 2, Raelyn McClain 2.

Space: Dave's Heating and Cooling Asteroids 4, 
Vinson Rental Properties Galaxy 1; Bro Shadow Mete-
ors 3, Ohio Valley Gas Stars 0; Bro Shadow Meteors 4, 
New Beginnings Holiness Church Rockets 1.

Goal leaders: Neymar Carreno 3, Owen Ehrhart 3, 
Liam Phipps 2.

Wild Cat: WPGW Lions 7, Pennville General 
Stone Tigers 1; Pennville General Store Tigers 2, Port-
land Insurance Cougars 1; POET Bioprocessing Chee-
tahs 1, Penrod Monuments Jaguars 1.

Goal leaders: Blake Jellison 3, Karen Kuhn 2, Bryce 
Richard 2, Jade Westgerdes 2.

Pennville soccer 
opens 2024 season
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By The Associated Press
Today is Tuesday, May 

28, the 149th day of 2024. 
There are 217 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History: On May 28, 1934, 
the Dionne quintuplets — 
Annette, Cecile, Emilie, 
Marie and Yvonne — were 
born to Elzire Dionne at 
the family farm in Ontario, 
Canada.

On this date:
In 1863, the 54th Massa-

chusetts Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment, made up of freed 
Black men, left Boston to 
fight for the Union in the 
Civil War.

In 1918, American troops 
fought their first major bat-
tle during World War I as 
they launched an offensive 

against the German-held 
French village of Cantigny; 
the Americans succeeded in 
capturing the village.

In 1937, Neville Cham-
berlain became prime min-
ister of Britain.

In 1940, during World 
War II, the Belgian army 
surrendered to invading 
German forces.

In 1959, the U.S. Army 
launched Able, a rhesus 
monkey, and Baker, a squir-
rel monkey, aboard a Jupi-
ter missile for a suborbital 
flight which both primates 
survived.

In 1964, the charter of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organization was issued at 
the start of a meeting of the 
Palestine National Congress 
in Jerusalem.

Today in History

Submit your Letters to the Editor via: •  Our website 
link (Submit your Letter) •E-Mail: email@news-banner.
com • Mail: PO Box 436, Bluffton IN 46714 • Drop-off: 
125 N. Johnson St., Bluffton. All letters must be signed and 
must include a phone number or address in case verification is 
desired. Letters are edited for brevity and clarity. Letters must 
be no more than 500 words.  Please mark your correspondence 
as a “Letter to the Editor,” or if you wish to express an opin-
ion to us but do not want it published, please mark as “Not for 
Publication.”

Celebrating a special group 
of professionals this May

“What’s your favorite word, 
Señor?”

One of my students asked me that 
question last fall as we were wrapping 
up the day’s lesson in which our focus 
was to recognize a handful of new 
vocabulary words that the students 
would see a few days later in a story.

“Ubumuntu,” I told him.
It’s a word I learned last summer in 

Rwanda and one I have written about a 
couple of times since my wife Jen and 
I returned from our trip to Africa in 
June 2023. It means humanity — goodness, generosity 
and kindness. A person who has Ubumuntu is someone 
who has greatness of heart and shares that sentiment 
with others.

Greatness of heart — three simple words that convey 
one of the most beautiful expressions of language I have 
ever heard to describe a person’s character and what 
we should strive to be like in our everyday lives — to 
be good, to be generous, and to be kind to those in our 
lives and those who may enter our lives only for a short 
time.

A group of medical professionals — doctors, nurses 
and technicians — unexpectedly entered our lives a few 
months ago, and the only word I have to describe all of 
them is Ubumuntu.

Jen was diagnosed with early-stage breast cancer in 
February. Three months later, we are thrilled to share 
that she has recovered from a surgery and is two weeks 
in to her weekly chemotherapy treatments that will con-
tinue until the end of July. 

I have lost count of the number of appointments we 
have had since the end of February with her team of 
doctors and nurses. 

What we have not forgotten, however, is the good-
ness, the generosity and the kindness each doctor, nurse 
and medical professional has showed us every step of 
the way since we received the upsetting news this win-
ter that she had cancer.

Jen and I had both been fortunate up until this point 
in our lives to have spent little time in hospitals, as we 
both had been healthy and strangers to the doctor’s 
office beyond regular checkups and such. We now feel 
like local experts — a designation we’ll be happy to 
bid farewell to once Jen finishes her chemotherapy and 
other treatments in May 2025. 

We have always appreciated the excellent medical 
care we have access to in northeast Indiana; however, 
we have gained a new level of appreciation for every 
person who works in a hospital and helps people at 
oftentimes one of the most vulnerable moments in their 
lives.

I know that we’ll never be able to say thank you 
enough times to everyone who is taking care of Jen. 
We’ll never be able to repay the doctors and nurses 
for their goodness, their generosity and their kindness.  
Instead, we’ll try our best to pay it forward each and 
every day.

We’ll be spending our next 10 Thursdays with a 
special group of medical professionals at the oncology 
clinic as Jen receives her weekly chemotherapy treat-
ments. The care, compassion and expertise that these 
nurses show as they take care of Jen and all of their 
patients will bring tears to your eyes. You can take my 
word on that last part. 

May just happens to be Oncology Nursing Month. 
We are certainly celebrating them this month for their 
skills and compassion — and we’ll forever be grateful 
for all of the Ubumuntu we have experienced from Jen’s 
medical team this year as we try our best to pay forward 
the greatness of heart that so many have shown us.

jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Justin
 Peeper

Biden not fooling voters on economy
If you want to explain to a puzzled, left-leaning 

writer like The Atlantic’s Annie Lowrey why most 
voters this year rate the economy during former 
President Donald Trump’s term more favorably 
than the economy during President Joe Biden’s, you 
might start with a pair of simple charts.

Lowrey said the Biden years have seen “the 
strongest economy the United States has ever expe-
rienced.” She cited an unemployment rate below 
4%, wage growth higher “than it was at any point 
during the Obama administration,” and “stronger pay 
increases than any president since Richard Nixon.” 
Inflation, she noted defensively, “has cooled off con-
siderably.”

All well and good, and you can hear similar 
thoughts from Democratic economists and Biden 
administration spokespeople, together, sometimes, 
with suggestions that many voters are, well, just not 
knowledgeable or sophisticated enough to appreci-
ate the bounty the administration’s policies have 
produced.

In response, look at the pair of 
charts tweeted by Republican con-
sultant Patrick Ruffini as evidence 
of “how Joe Biden is losing the 
election with an economy like this.” 
They come from an article in last 
weekend’s Wall Street Journal by Greg Ip and Rosie 
Ettenheim. 

After comparing rises in the Dow Jones average 
during the two presidencies, the writers explain that 
“a better measure of financial wealth is net worth: all 
assets, including stocks, bonds, cash and property, 
minus debts. Total household net worth rose 19% 
through Biden’s first three years in office, according 
to Federal Reserve data — not much less than the 
23% through Trump’s first three years.”

That’s reflected in the first of the pair of charts. 
The second takes inflation into account and shows 
the changes in household net worth. The first year 
of each administration saw modest increases, under 
10%, but 15 months in, the lines diverge. 

Real household net worth kept climbing during 
the Trump presidency, with some downward spikes 
roughly coinciding with the Nov. 2018 off-year elec-
tions and the imposition of COVID-19 restrictions. 
Altogether, inflation-adjustment household net worth 
grew a robust 16% during the Trump presidency. 

In contrast, the line showing real household net 
worth during the Biden presidency shoots downward 
in summer 2022, following and perhaps sustaining 
the plunge of Biden’s job approval rating after the 
botched withdrawal from Afghanistan. 

For the last two years, real household net worth 
has mostly continued in negative territory, finally 
poking just barely above the Jan. 2021 level. For 
the total Biden presidency so far, Ip and Ettenheim 

reported, it is up a barely perceptible 0.7%. 
Given these numbers, it should not be 

entirely mysterious why many people, 
including most partisan Republicans but 
many Democrats as well, don’t believe they 
are witnessing “the strongest economy the 
United States has ever experienced.” 

It’s true that most political commentary 
and the economic exhortation one can find 
in The New York Times opinion pages don’t 
highlight changes in household net worth. 
But it may be a better index of voters’ eco-
nomic discontent (or contentment) than the 
oft-used unemployment or total income 
figures.

When I was growing up in Detroit in the 1950s, 
people lived in terror of unemployment. They had 
vivid memories of the Great Depression, in which 
stretches of unemployment could last for years, 
maybe permanently, and the absence of a regular 

paycheck meant meatless meals and 
raising vegetables in backyard gar-
dens. You couldn’t get through by 
using your credit card for groceries or 
school clothes (Visa was introduced 
in 1958 and was uncommon for the 
next decade).

Inflation operates differently today, too. Voters 
under 60 have had no significant experience with 
inflation in the U.S. When prices suddenly jump up 
by magnitudes entirely outside your experience (gas-
oline is up 48%, electricity is up 28%, pet food is up 
24%, and restaurant meals are up 21%), and when 
they show no sign of falling back to familiar levels, 
you may be inclined to blame a national administra-
tion, particularly one that boasted of injecting vast 
sums into an economy that had high savings rates 
during the pandemic. And you may not take comfort 
from assurances that inflation “has cooled off con-
siderably.” 

These days, most people are on a path to accu-
mulate modest but significant wealth. They can 
withstand, with some pain, a bout of unemployment 
and low wage increases, as in 2007-17. But a spell of 
persistent inflation leaves them feeling they’re fall-
ing behind. No wonder “Bidenomics” is a hard sell.

Meanwhile, Democrats’ argument that Trump 
poses a threat to democracy is “not working,” as 
Ezra Klein, Lowrey’s husband, wrote in The New 
York Times. Most of the Biden-encouraged pros-
ecutions of Trump have been postponed, perhaps 
indefinitely, and the kangaroo court proceeding in 
Manhattan is discrediting not the defendant but his 
prosecutors. On this, as on the economy, Biden strat-
egists are better at fooling themselves than fooling 
the voters.
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Michael
Barone

Yes, militarize space 
“The stars will never 

be won by little minds,” 
observed the great science 
fiction writer Robert Hein-
lein. If we aren’t careful, 
though, they just might be 
won by the scheming minds 
of governments hostile to the 
United States. 

A notable New York 
Times piece the other day 
reported that the “Penta-
gon is rushing to expand 
its capacity to wage war in 
space, convinced that rapid 
advances by China and Russia in 
space-based operations pose a grow-
ing threat to U.S. troops and other 
military assets on the ground and 
American satellites in orbit.”

There are two things to be said 
about this — one, it’s about time, and 
two, we need to be 
doing much more.

Space is indeed 
the final frontier ... 
for romantic non-
sense that ignores 
human realities 
and the imperatives of war-fighting.

For all the talk of how pristine 
space is, it is an incredibly unforgiv-
ing environment. Yes, it looks beauti-
ful, but so do the air and sea. And 
sure, space has provided the occasion 
for compelling art, but so what? We 
don’t let Herman Melville or J.M.W. 
Turner convince us that we should 
ban all battleships or submarines. 

Playing defense in space — or 
simply trying to protect our assets — 
doesn’t make any more sense than 
doing so on the ground, in the air or 

on the sea. Would we ever 
just give our troops lots of 
Kevlar vests and station 
them in elaborate concrete 
bunkers, but deny them the 
use of rifles or artillery? 
Would we ever want our 
warplanes merely to be capa-
ble of evading and surviving 
enemy attacks without their 
own missiles and bombs? 

Even if we wanted to 
keep space weapons-free, 
space is already a domain 
central to modern military 

operations. Try to operate a U.S. car-
rier strike group or even an infantry 
brigade without the communications, 
positioning information or reconnais-
sance provided by space. As the assis-
tant secretary of defense for space has 
put it, space is “absolutely essential to 

our way of war.”
Russia and China real-

ize that. Since they aren’t 
nice, well-meaning people 
content to see the United 
States continue as the 
world’s foremost military 

power, they have set about finding 
ways to eliminate our advantages. 

In response, we have been work-
ing on making our satellites harder 
to take out. We’ve been reducing 
our reliance on large, sophisticated 
satellites that are expensive to build, 
supposed to last for decades and are 
enticing targets. We’ve been adding 
higher numbers of smaller satellites. 
They are cheaper, aren’t built to last 
as long so they can evolve techno-
logically more quickly, and can be 
launched much more rapidly. This 

— as well as making satellites more 
maneuverable — will create a more 
resilient force. 

But defense isn’t enough. We 
should arm our spacecraft with the 
non-kinetic (electronic and cyber 
warfare capabilities, together with 
directed energy) and kinetic weapons 
necessary to disable or shoot-down 
threatening satellites. Again, did we 
make the Sherman tank without a gun 
in World War II and hope its armor 
and maneuverability would see it 
through? 

Space also should be used to inter-
cept nuclear weapons. Merely hold-
ing out the possibility of a nuclear 
launch could be used to coerce the 
United States in a crisis and, much 
more seriously, a nuclear attack could 
deal American society a blow from 
which it will never recover. 

It is insane that our chief means 
of protecting ourselves from this 
threat is several dozen decades-
old ground-based interceptors. We 
should be pursuing capabilities, 
such as space-based lasers, that were 
once the stuff of science fiction. In 
a pinch, it’s hard to believe a U.S. 
president will ever regret having 
more ways to shoot down an incom-
ing nuclear missile. (By the way, as 
far as worries about weaponizing 
space are concerned — a nuclear 
missile would travel through space, 
so we shouldn’t hesitate to shoot 
one down in space.)

All this will require national focus, 
and a clear-eyed view of a contested 
domain critical to our ability to deter 
and win wars. 

Rich Lowry is on Twitter @RichLowry

Rich
Lowry

For the last two years, 
real household net worth 
has mostly continued in 

negative territory

We should be pursuing 
capabilities ... that 
were once the stuff 
of science fiction.
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Parlor City Market to open June 1
The Parlor City Market season will 

begin on Saturday, June 1. The market 
will continue through the summer on 
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Applications for vendors are avail-
able blufftonnow.org/parlor-city-mar-

ket. Cost is $50 for the season. Bluffton 
NOW! is also seeking community part-
ners and entertainment for the season. 

Contact with questions or inquiries 
via email, blufftonnow@gmail.com, or 
Facebook, @blufftonparlorcitymarket.

428 S. Oak Street in Bluffton
260-824-5222 

www.wellscocreativearts.com
creativeartscouncil@gmail.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/wellsco-
creativearts

Instagram: @creativeartscouncil
Creative Arts office hours — Monday 

through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday 
(by appointment only).

NEW CLASS
Early Stages Workshop

This workshop is directed towards ele-
mentary-aged students who want to focus 
on acting or wanting to learn more about 
theater and what it has to offer. The instruc-
tor, Ainsley Werich, and the students  will 
explore how to bring the script to life, the 
history of theater, the different roles in a 
production, and basics of acting. 

Ages: 7-11 years old
Dates:  July 22-26 from 9 a.m. to noon
Tuition:  $50 per student
Registration:  https://www.wellscocre-

ativearts.com/early-stages-workshop
This is a perfect workshop to join if you 

are curious about theater or have a few 
shows under your belt. 
GUITAR LESSONS – Acoustic/Electric

Beginner, Intermediate & Advanced
 Private instruction is available on Tues-

days during the summer for Acoustic/Elec-
tric guitar.  Limited Spots available.  Give 
us a call at (260) 824-5222 to get on Mike’s 
schedule!

SUMMER DANCE INTENSIVE
Dates:  June 3-21, 2024

 Creative Movement (Ages 3-5)  
For 3-5 year old students, the 45 min-

ute Creative Movement class meets twice a 
week for three weeks.  

Tuesday and Thursday (Choose 1 ses-
sion)

Session A: 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
(FULL)

Session B:  10:45 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Tuition:  $50

 Pre-Dance (Ages 6-8)
The Pre-Dance class is geared toward 6-8 

year old students. Students will take two 45 
minute classes (one in ballet and one dance 
elective) twice a week for three weeks.

Tuesday and Thursday / 5:00 PM – 6:30 
PM

Tuition:  $90
 Continuing Dance (Ages 9-12)

For 9-12 year old students, Continuing 
Dance occurs twice a week for 3 weeks. 
Students will take two, one hour classes 
(one in ballet and one dance elective).

Tuesday and Thursday / 4:45 PM – 6:45 
PM

Tuition:  $120
 Intermediate/Advanced Class

For students that have reached an inter-
mediate to advanced level of classical ballet. 
Students will take 1.5 to 2.5 hours of class 
three times a week for three weeks. Classes 
offered will included ballet, pointe, and con-
temporary dance styles.

Monday / 3:00 PM to 5:30 PM
Wednesday / 3:00 PM to 5:30 PM

Friday / 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM
Tuition:  $190

 Summer Theater  - June 2024
Dreamworks Shrek the Musical JR (Ages 

12-18) 
Performances:  
June 14 at 7 PM 
June 15th at 3 PM and 7 PM
Tickets:  $11.00 – purchased online at:  

https://tickets.artstix.org/
 Disney Jungle Book Kids (Ages 8-11)
Performances:
June 28 at 7 PM
June 29 at 3 PM
Tickets:  $11.00 - purchased online at:  

https://tickets.artstix.org/
 ***Audition Announcement***

We are eager to announce that our Fall 
Theater Production will be Mark Twain’s 
“Tom Sawyer!” This is a play adaptation of 
the classic story that is sure to draw in actors 
and audiences, both young and old! For 
more information on specific information 
please visit:  https://www.facebook.com/
events/373432615684636

Auditions:
Thursday, August 1st from 6:00-8:00pm
Friday, August 2nd from 6:00-8:00pm
Saturday, August 3rd from 10:00am-

12:00pm
 Ongoing Activities 

Creative Crew: Tuesdays from 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. All forms of creativ-
ity welcome: painting, drawing, needlework 
and more…. spend the morning working on 
your craft and socialize with other artists.  
Enter Door 1 or Door 10 at Life Community 
Church, the creative crew meets in the cafe. 

Readers’ Brown Bag Luncheon: Meet-
ing the last Tuesday of the month at noon at 
Life Community Church, enter door 10.  All 
readers are welcome.  Feel free to call the 
office for more information.

***Important Scheduling Note: Changes can 
occur after the Creative Happenings column has 
been published. Please confirm dates and times 
before planning to participate in programs and 
activities***

Creative Arts Council activities are support-
ed by memberships, sponsors and grants from 
funders including Arts United, a regional agency; 
the Indiana Arts Commission, a state agency; and 
the National Endowment for the Arts, a national 
agency.

Events at the Creative Arts 
Council of Wells County

Jessup, Sommerfeld earn accolades from Trine
Savanna Jessup of Bluff-

ton, a Trine University stu-
dent, earned Dean’s List rec-
ognition for the Spring 2024 
semester.

Jessup is majoring in 
Communication.

To earn Dean’s List hon-
ors, Trine University stu-
dents must complete a mini-
mum of 12 hours and have 
a grade point average of 
3.500-3.749.

Ethan Sommerfeld of 
Bluffton was named to the 
Vice President’s List for the 
Spring 2024 semester.

Sommerfeld is majoring 

in BS in Information Sys-
tems.

To earn Vice President’s 
List honors, an under-
graduate student must be 
registered for 12 or more 
total semester credit hours, 
including graduate courses, 
with fewer than 12 credit 
hours at the undergradu-
ate level. The student must 
have a semester combined 
undergraduate/graduate 
grade point average between 
3.750 and 4.000, with the 
undergraduate semester 
grade point average not 
lower than 3.500. Trine Uni-

versity, an internationally 
recognized, private, co-edu-
cational, residential insti-
tution, offers associate’s, 
bachelor’s, master’s and 
doctoral degrees. Founded 
in 1884 and accredited by 
the Higher Learning Com-
mission of the North Central 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools (www.ncahigher-
learningcommission.org), 
Trine operates a 450-acre 
campus in Angola, Indi-
ana, the College of Health 
Professions in Fort Wayne 
and worldwide through Tri-
neOnline.

Tego’s Tips: These kit-
tens are littermates!

Tego

These are just a few pets available for adoption at the Wells 
County Animal Shelter, 1613 W. Cherry St., Bluffton. For more 
information call 824-6063.

Annie is a nine-week-
old, domestic short hair 
female.

Arlo is a nine-week-old, 
domestic short hair male.

Amos is a nine-week-old, 
domestic short hair male.

A Talk with Tego

Thursday concerts at Freimann Square in Fort Wayne

Senior games 
at FW parks
This will be the 45 year 

that the Fort Wayne Park 
Department has sponsored 
50+Senior Games at a vari-
ety of sites in Fort Wayne 
including the Community 
Center, 233 West Main St. .

Registration for the 40 
events, to be held June 
3-27, is now in progress 
and includes: axe throw-
ing, basketball, bike tour, 
billiards, Bocce, bowling, 
cornhole, darts, disc golf, 
golf, horseshoes, jigsaw 
puzzling, miniature golf, 
paper airplane flying, picke-
ball, shuffleboard, skee ball, 
softball throwing/.hitting, 
table tennis, timed walk, 
trivia, bingo, Wii bowling 
and  more.

More information at fort-
wayneparks.org.

Fort Wayne’s Freimann 
Square will be the site of 
free concerts on Thursday 
noons throughout the sum-
mer beginning on May 30 
with Alicia Pyle & The 
Locals playing from 11:30 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Also on the schedule are:
June 6: Hey Hera
June 13: Angie Mar-

quardt
June 20: WMD
June 27: Khadeja Jamil

July 11: Neo Nea
July 18: Jaina Berry & 

Taylor Grant
July 25: Todd Harrold 

Band
Aug. 1: Sunny Taylor
Aug. 8: Ross Kinsey

Summer events at Headwaters Park
Events scheduled at 

Headwaters Park, Clin-
ton & Superior St. in Fort 
Wayne include the fol-
lowing:

June 1-2: Arab Fest
June 5-9: Arab Fest
June 13-16: Rib Fest
June 20-23: Greek 

Fest
July 12-20: Three Riv-

ers Festival
July 26-27: Pride Fes-

tival
Aug. 10: Fiesta Fort 

Wayne
More information at 

fortwayneparks.org.
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Caylor-Nickel Foundation Family YMCA

Summer T-BALL League

SKILLS
FRIENDS

FUN

SKILLSN
EW SKILLS

FRIENDSN
EW FRIENDS
FUNN

EW

To register, scan the QR code or 
call the Front Desk!

Contact Ashley with questions at 
Ashley_Vandenboom@fwymca.org

or (260) 565-9627.

To register, scan the QR code or 

Contact Ashley with questions at 

To register, scan the QR code or 

Contact Ashley with questions at 

  

SpecialS

205 W. Market St.
Bluffton, iN

Mon-Sat 10am - 3am • Closed Sunday

Fried Green 
Tomato Caprese

Tues., May 28 & Wed., May 29

Chicken Enchiladas
Fri., May 31 & Sat., June 1

Wells County will not 
be the site of a Fort Wayne 
Philharmonic Patriotic Pops 
concert this summer, but 
several are being presented 
in the area.

The schedule includes:
Pokagon State Park: 

Wednesday: June 26, 7:30 
p.m.

DeKalb Outdoor Theater: 
Friday, June 28, 7 p.m.

Muensterberg Plaza/
Clock Tower in Berne: Sat-
urday, June 29, 7 p.m.

Oakwood Resort at Syra-

cuse: Sunday, June 30, 7 
p.m.

Parkview Field in Fort 
Wayne: Tuesday, July 2, 
8:30 p.m.

Bixler Lake Park in Ken-
dallville: Thursday, July 4, 
8:30 p.m.

Patriotic Pops concerts by FW Philharmonic in the area



By STEPHANIE 
LIECHTENSTEIN 

Associated Press
VIENNA (AP)  — 

Iran has further increased 
its stockpile of uranium 
enriched to near weapons-
grade levels, according to a 
confidential report on Mon-
day by the United Nations’ 
nuclear watchdog, the lat-
est in Tehran’s attempts to 
steadily exert pressure on the 
international community.

Iran is seeking to 
have economic sanctions 
imposed over the country’s 
controversial nuclear pro-
gram lifted in exchange for 
slowing the program down. 
The program — as all mat-
ters of state in Iran — are 
under the guidance of Iran’s 
supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, and that like-
ly won’t change in the wake 
of last week’s helicopter 
crash that killed Iran’s presi-
dent and foreign minister.

The report by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy 
Agency also comes against 
the backdrop of heightened 
tensions in the wider Middle 
East over the ongoing Israel-
Hamas war. Israel and Iran 
have carried out direct strikes 
on each other’s territory for 
the first time last month.

The report, seen by The 
Associated Press, said that 
as of May 11, Iran has 313.2 
pounds of uranium enriched 
up to 60% — an increase of 
45.4 pounds since the last 
report by the U.N. watch-
dog in February. Uranium 
enriched at 60% purity is 
just a short, technical step 
away from weapons-grade 
levels of 90%.

By IAEA’s definition, 
around 42 92.5 pounds of 
uranium enriched to 60% is 
the amount at which creat-
ing one atomic weapon is 
theoretically possible — if 
the material is enriched fur-
ther, to 90%.

Also as of May 11, the 
report says Iran’s overall 
stockpile of enriched ura-
nium stands at 1,3671.5 
pounds, which represents an 
increase of 1,489.8 pounds 
since the IAEA’s previous 
report.

Iran has maintained 
its nuclear program is for 
peaceful purposes only, 
but the IAEA chief, Rafael 
Mariano Grossi, has pre-

viously warned that Teh-
ran has enough uranium 
enriched to near-weapons-
grade levels to make “sever-
al” nuclear bombs if it chose 
to do so. He has acknowl-
edged the U.N. agency can-
not guarantee that none of 
Iran’s centrifuges may have 
been peeled away for clan-
destine enrichment.

Tensions have grown 
between Iran and the IAEA 
since 2018, when then-Pres-
ident Donald Trump unilat-
erally withdrew the United 
States from Tehran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers. 
Since then, Iran has aban-
doned all limits the deal put 
on its program and quickly 
stepped up enrichment.

Under the original nucle-
ar deal, struck in 2015, Iran 
was allowed to enrich ura-
nium only up to 3.67% puri-
ty, maintain a stockpile of 
about 300 kilograms and use 
only very basic IR-1 centri-
fuges — machines that spin 
uranium gas at high speed 
for enrichment purposes.

The 2015 deal saw Teh-
ran agree to limit enrich-
ment of uranium to levels 
necessary for generating 
nuclear power in exchange 
for the lifting of economic 
sanctions. At the time, U.N. 
inspectors were tasked with 
monitoring the program.

Monday’s report also 
said that Tehran has not 
reconsidered its Septem-

ber 2023 decision to bar 
IAEA inspectors from fur-
ther monitoring its nuclear 
program and added that it 
expects Iran “to do so in 
the context of the ongoing 
consultations between the 
(IAEA) agency and Iran.”

According to the report, 
Grossi “deeply regrets” 
Iran’s decision to bar inspec-
tors — and a reversal of that 
decision “remains essential 
to fully allow the agency 
to conduct its verification 
activities in Iran effectively.”

The deaths of Iran’s 
President Ebrahim Raisi and 
Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amirabdollahian have trig-
gered a pause in the IAEA’s 
talks with Tehran over 
improving cooperation, the 
report acknowledged.

Before the May 19 
helicopter crash, Iran had 
agreed to hold technical 
negotiations with IAEA on 
May 20, following a visit by 
Grossi earlier in the month. 
But those meetings fell apart 
due to the crash. Iran then 
sent a letter on May 21, say-
ing its nuclear team wants to 
continue discussions in Teh-
ran “on an appropriate date 
that will be mutually agreed 
upon,” the report said.

The report also said Iran 
has still not provided answers 
to the IAEA’s years-long 
investigation about the ori-
gin and current location of 
manmade uranium particles 

found at two locations that 
Tehran has failed to declare 
as potential nuclear sites, 
Varamin and Turquzabad.

It said the IAEA’s request 
need to be resolved, other-
wise the agency “will not 
be able to confirm the cor-
rectness an completeness of 
Iran’s declarations” under 
a safeguards agreement 
between Tehran and the 
nuclear watchdog.

The report also said there 
was no progress so far in 
reinstalling more monitor-
ing equipment, including 
cameras, removed in June 
2022. Since then, the only 
recorded data is that of 
IAEA cameras installed at 
a centrifuge workshop in 
the city of Isfahan in May 
2023 — although Iran has 
not provided the IAEA with 
access to this data.

The IAEA said that on 
May 21, IAEA inspectors 
after a delay in April “suc-
cessfully serviced the cam-
eras at the workshops in 
Isfahan and the data they 
had collected since late 
December 2023 were placed 
under separate Agency seals 
and Iranians seals at the 
locations.”
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HOURS
 Thursday - Friday 3:00 - 8:00pm

 Saturday 12:00 - 8:00pm

(765) 727-1027
www.dash90wines.com

zane@dash90wines.com

Finest Wine In Wells County!

6750 W 900 S-90 Warren, IN 46792

Upcoming Events
MMMMaaaayyyy    22227777    ----    D&D Fish & TenderloinD&D Fish & TenderloinD&D Fish & Tenderloin

fast,   
reliable   
fiber
internet 

833.727.5563  
twncomm.com/heartland

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. Restrictions, terms and conditions apply. Taxes,
regulatory, surcharges and other charges are applicable. A line connection fee may be applicable. Call for details or visit
twncomm.com/terms-conditions for additional information and terms and conditions of services. Residential customers on
qualifying internet plans will receive download/upload speeds of 25.0 Mbps to 1.0 Gbps, per respective plan.  A 30-day notice 
is required to cancel service. 

SERVICE  NOW AVAILABLE  IN  MANY  AREAS.
Sign up today or get fiber-ready by signing the underground agreement. 
Call for more details!

UNLIMITED DATA  |  UP TO 1* GBPS  |  24/7 SUPPORT

SOLUTIONS FOR HOME AND BUSINESS

Check out our website for all of our auctions • WIEGMANNAUCTIONEERS.COM

6632 N. 500 W., Decatur, IN 46733
260-447-4311

WIEGMANNAUCTIONEERS.COM
or on auctionzip.com   AUCTIONEERS ID 16822   •   Ron AU08900060      Chase AU12400010

Auction Begins at 9 AM - Preview May 31st , 10AM-5PM
6632 N. 500 W., Decatur, IN 46733

Saturday, June 1st, 2024

PERSONAL PROPERTY:  Jewelry (Gold, Silver, 
Costume), Toys, Collectables, Furniture, 
Household, Antiques, Trailer, Flow Blue, 

Glassware- Star Wars
Multiple Consigners

See MORE pictures & information at our website below!

Not the OLDEST,
Not the LARGEST,

But the BEST!

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

“We are Senior Citizens 
working with Senior Citizens”

Jerry Flack
Julie Myers

& 

of

Associates
101 N. Main St. Blu� ton, IN Corner of Main & Market

MARKET PLACE (UNDER 65) PLANS
TIME FOR ANY PLAN CHANGES?

By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The tes-
timony in Donald Trump’s New York 
hush money trial is all wrapped up 
after more than four weeks and nearly 
two dozen witnesses, meaning the case 
heads into the pivotal final stretch of 
closing arguments, jury deliberations 
and possibly a verdict.

It’s impossible to say how long all 
of that will take, but in a landmark trial 
that’s already featured its fair share of 
memorable moments, this week could 
easily be the most important.

Here’s what to expect in the days 
ahead:

WHAT HAPPENS DURING 
CLOSING ARGUMENTS?

Starting Tuesday morning, pros-
ecutors and defense lawyers will have 
their final opportunity to address the 
jury in closing arguments expected to 
last for much of the day, if not all of it.

The arguments don’t count as evi-
dence in the case charging Trump with 
falsifying business records to cover up 
hush money payments during the 2016 
presidential election to a porn star 
who alleged she had a sexual encoun-
ter with him a decade earlier. They’ll 
instead function as hourslong recaps 
of the key points the lawyers want to 
leave jurors with before the panel dis-
appears behind closed doors for delib-
erations.

Look for prosecutors to remind 
jurors that they can trust the finan-
cial paperwork they’ve seen and the 
witnesses they’ve heard from. That 
includes porn actor Stormy Daniels, 
whose account of an alleged sexual 
encounter with Trump is at the heart 
of the case, and Trump’s former law-
yer and personal fixer Michael Cohen, 
who testified that Trump was directly 
involved in the hush money scheme 
and authorized payments.

It’s worth remembering that the 
defense, which called only two wit-
nesses but not Trump, doesn’t have to 
prove anything or convince jurors of 
Trump’s innocence.

To prevent a conviction, the defense 
simply needs to convince at least one 
juror that prosecutors haven’t proved 
Trump’s guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt, the standard for criminal cases.

Expect the defense to try to poke 
holes in the government’s case by dis-
puting Daniels’ testimony about her 
hotel suite encounter with Trump and 
by distancing Trump from the mechan-
ics of the reimbursements to Cohen, 
who was responsible for the $130,000 
hush money payment to Daniels.

The defense may also assert one last 
time that Trump was most concerned 
about shielding his family from sala-
cious stories, not winning the election, 
when it comes to the hush money that 
was paid.

And it’ll certainly attack the cred-
ibility of Cohen, who pleaded guilty to 
federal charges related to the payment 
and who was accused by Trump’s law-
yers of lying even while on the witness 
stand. How much of his testimony the 
jury believes will go a long way in 
determining the outcome of the case.

Since the prosecution has the bur-
den of proof, it will deliver its sum-
mation last — the reverse order from 
opening statements, in which the pros-
ecution went first.

ONE LAST THING BEFORE 
THE JURY DELIBERATES

A critical moment will take place, 
perhaps Wednesday morning, before 
the jury begins its deliberations.

Judge Juan M. Merchan is expect-
ed to spend about an hour instruct-
ing the jury on the law governing the 
case, providing a roadmap for what it 
can and cannot take into account as it 
evaluates the Republican former presi-
dent’s guilt or innocence.

In an indication of just how impor-
tant those instructions are, prosecutors 
and defense lawyers had a spirited 
debate last week outside the jury’s 
presence as they sought to persuade 
Merchan about the instructions he 
should give.

The Trump team, for instance, 
sought an instruction informing jurors 
that the types of hush money payments 
at issue in Trump’s case are not inher-
ently illegal, a request a prosecutor 
called “totally inappropriate.” Merchan 
said such an instruction would go too 
far and is unnecessary.

Trump’s team also asked Mer-
chan to consider the “extraordinarily 
important” nature of the case when 
issuing his instructions and to urge 

jurors to reach “very specific find-
ings.” Prosecutors objected to that as 
well, and Merchan agreed that it would 
be wrong to deviate from the standard 
instructions.

“When you say it’s a very impor-
tant case, you’re asking me to change 
the law, and I’m not going to do that,” 
Merchan said.

Prosecutors, meanwhile, requested 
an instruction that someone’s status as 
a candidate doesn’t need to be the sole 
motivation for making a payment that 
benefits the campaign. Defense law-
yers asked for jurors to be told that if a 
payment would have been made even if 
the person wasn’t running, it shouldn’t 
be treated as a campaign contribution.

ONCE THE JURY 
GETS THE CASE

The deliberations will proceed in 
secret, in a room reserved specifically 
for jurors and in a process that’s inten-
tionally opaque.

Jurors can communicate with the 
court through notes that ask the judge, 
for instance, for legal guidance or to 
have particular excerpts of testimony 
read back to them. But without know-
ing what jurors are saying to each 
other, it’s hard to read too much into 
the meaning of any note.

It’s anyone’s guess how long the 
jury will deliberate for and there’s no 
time limit either. The jury must evalu-
ate 34 counts of falsifying business 
records, so that could take some time, 
and a verdict might not come by the 
end of the week.

To reach a verdict on any given 
count, either guilty or not guilty, all 12 
jurors must agree with the decision for 
the judge to accept it.

Things will get trickier if the jury 
can’t reach a consensus after several 
days of deliberations. Though defense 
lawyers might seek an immediate mis-
trial, Merchan is likely to call the jurors 
in and instruct them to keep trying for 
a verdict and to be willing to reconsid-
er their positions without abandoning 
their conscience or judgment just to go 
along with others.

If, after that instruction, the jury still 
can’t reach a verdict, the judge would 
have the option to deem the panel 
hopelessly deadlocked and declare a 
mistrial.

Closing arguments and maybe a verdict: 
Major week looms in Trump hush money trial

Watchdog: Iran further increases its stockpile of 
uranium enriched to near weapons-grade levels



By RICK SPRUNGER
BERNE — A pesky Eastbrook Panther 

team that refused to go away rallied all 
the way back from an early five-run defi-
cit to beat the Bluffton Tigers, 10-9, in the 
championship game of the Class 2A base-
ball sectional Monday afternoon at South 
Adams.

Malakai Luthy stole third base and 
came around to score the winning run with 
two outs in the bottom of the seventh when 
the throw to third sailed into left field. The 
play capped a wild three-run rally in that 
fateful seventh that lifted the Panthers to 
the improbable win.

“They stayed with us, but we helped 
them stay,” said Bluffton coach Jason 
Pierce outside a stunned Bluffton dug-
out after the game. “We gave them too 
many free passes, too many walks and hit 
batsmen. We just can’t be going up there 
and throwing a walk. In a game like this, 
whenever a baserunner gets on there’s a 
lot of tension, on both sides. We just had 
too many opportunities where we didn’t 
take advantage.” 

For much of the game, Bluffton 
appeared to be poised to claim the section-
al championship.

The Tigers jumped all over Eastbrook 
starter Carter Daugherty right off the bat in 
the top of the first inning.

Bluffton’s first six batters all reached 
base safely, the first five scored, and Bluff-
ton appeared to be on its way.

Eli Garrett drew a leadoff walk, and 
Braxton Betancourt, Brody Lewis, and 
Lukas Gehrett ripped three consecutive 
doubles to plate two runs. A.J. Streveler 
drove in a third run with a fourth con-
secutive hit and scored himself on a sac-
rifice fly to stake the Tigers to a quick 5-0 
lead before a single Eastbrook batter had 
stepped into the batter’s box.

Eastbrook scored two runs of its own in 
the bottom of the first, but single runs in 
both the third and fourth innings, the lat-
ter on a long home run by Axton Beste, 
restored Bluffton to that five-run advan-
tage at 7-2.

But the Tigers missed some golden 
opportunities in the middle innings.

Betancourt led off the fourth inning 
with a double and took third on a wild 

pitch with nobody out. But two strikeouts 
and an infield grounder left him standing 
there.

They also left runners at second and 
third in the fifth.

“When you get five out of the gate, 
you’ve got to be better than that,” said 
Pierce. “We were teeing off on (Daugh-
erty’s) fastball, and we knew that he was 
going to start coming in with his breaking 
ball. But we just couldn’t lay off it.”

Eastbrook, meanwhile, kept hang-
ing around. The Panthers got a run back 
in the bottom of the third on a couple of 
hits by Austin Mikel and Kyler Hackman 
wrapped around a walk to make it 7-3.

A two-run double by Daugherty after 
a hit batsman and a walk in the fourth 
inched them to within 7-5. 

They finally tied it at 7-7 an inning later 
in a wild inning that saw three walks, a 
hit batsman, two Bluffton errors — and 
no Eastbrook hits. Two of the walks were 
back-to-back on four pitches, the latter 
forced in a run, and the hit batsman imme-
diately following forced in another.

Bluffton pulled it back together, how-
ever, and scored two runs in the top of the 
seventh to move in front, 9-7. 

Griffin Morgan led off with a base hit, 
was sacrificed to second, took third on an 
errant pickoff throw and scored on a single 
by Easton Blair.

A dropped fly ball in left field and a 
passed ball enabled Blair to reach third, 
and he scored on Garrett’s sacrifice fly for 
a two-run cushion with three outs left.

But the wheels came off for the Tigers 
in the bottom of the inning.

William Hodson beat out a dribbler 
down the third base line, and Ryder Gip-
son drew a walk. A sacrifice bunt and 
another walk loaded the bases with one 
out. Following that, a wild pitch scored 
one run, and Mikel then hit a one-hop-
per back to the mound, but the play was 
thrown to first base rather than to the 
plate, and the tying run scored while Luthy 
moved to second.

It was then that the fateful overthrow 
on the steal of third made a sudden winner 
out of Eastbrook.

“Our pitchers threw good enough to 
win,” said Pierce, “but our offense fizzled, 

and we didn’t take advantage of the oppor-
tunities we had.”

Eastbrook moves on to the regional 
with time to be determined on Saturday 

against Westview with a 12-14 record.
Bluffton finishes with a 17-10 mark.

sports@news-banner.com
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219 E. Perry St. Blu� ton
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Huntington 

&RESIDENTIAL  
COMMERCIAL
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260.413.3515
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THINKING OF SELLING YOUR LAND?
THE FINEST ASSETS IN THE WORLD, INCLUDING 

FARM LAND, ARE SOLD AT AUCTION!

By RYAN WALKER
The sectional baseball championship 

wasn’t the way Norwell wanted it or expect-
ed it to happen.

Playing host for the first time for a sec-
tional tournament, the Norwell Knights 
(18-8) ended their season at the hands of the 
Mississinewa Indians (18-5) 14-10 in hopes 
of defending the 2023 title. The home crowd 
packed all three bleacher sections and down 
both foul lines, standing or sitting in lawn 
chars. The fans got to witness a roller coast-
er from start to finish on Memorial Day.

Norwell relied on starting pitcher Lane 
Lewis for most of the season — a pitcher 
who will head to Taylor University to begin 
his college baseball career and entered the 
final game of the season with a 6-1 record 
and a 1.86 ERA. But the Indians didn’t care 
about numbers or statistics, and they jumped 
on the senior hurler early and often.

One after another, the Indians smacked 
base hits all over the diamond. One run 
came in, then another, and two more on 
Jaren Fortney’s double. It was enough to 
send pitching coach Lex Hunter to make a 
mound visit to Lewis.

More hits ensued, and the score became 
6-0 before Norwell could trot back into 
the dugout and grab a bat. No matter what 
Lewis threw, Mississinewa made hard con-
tact and found grass.

“Surprised, really. That’s all I can say,” 
Norwell head coach Christian Bohata said. 
“I thought (Mississinewa) had a good game 
plan. He’s a great pitcher — had a heck of a 
senior year. He’s going to be a good pitch-
er for Taylor University, that’s for sure ... 
They didn’t let them get deep into counts to 
where he could really mix (his pitches) well. 
Whether he threw curveballs or fastballs, 
and even if he located it, they’re hitting it 
hard.”

Mississinewa’s first inning wasn’t a fluke 
either. The first two at-bats in the second 
were hard singles and knocked the Knights’ 
starter out of the game. Noah Turk came 
in relief, in which he got the three outs he 
needed, but one skated across home plate on 
a passed ball to make it 7-0.

With six more innings of hitting to go, 
Norwell certainly would have opportunities 
to chop away at the deficit.

Logan Cotton got it all started with a sin-
gle, which was the beginning of Norwell’s 
bases-loaded situation. Up to the plate came 
Noah Schamerloh, a .261 hitting sophomore 

with only five extra-base hits on the season 
with two outs.

Maybe a single would score a run or two, 
but Schamerloh had other plans. He took 
a deep shot into right field pull-side and 
launched a grand slam to the batting cages, 
sending an earthquake through Ossian.

“Man when he hit that ball, it was gone 
right off the bat,” Bohata said.

It was the first career home run for Scha-
merloh, who was also hitting eighth in 
Bohata’s lineup card.

Even a slam like that one still had Nor-
well down 7-4, but it felt as if the losing 
team had more steam than the winning one 
at that point in the game.

Turk sat down the Indians the next half 
inning, and the Norwell sticks were ready 
for some more damage.

The Knights loaded the bases once more 
with two outs. Cayden Cassel scored from 
third on a wild pitch, followed by Korben 
Neuenschwander legging out an infield sin-
gle on a tough bounce for Indians’ second 
baseman Lio Matamoros.

Now down by one, Collin Burns, who 
came to the plate ripped a double to right-
centerfield and brought home two more 
runs. and just like that, Norwell’s 7-0 trail-
ing switched to a one-run, 8-7 advantage.

“When (Schamerloh) hit that ball, it got 
the rest of our guys in the dugout to believe 
and that just totally swung momentum,” 
Bohata said.

In the top of the fifth inning, bottom of 
the fifth and top of the sixth, Norwell and 
Mississinewa exchanged leads to add to the 
drama-filled championship game.

In the top of the fifth, Indians’ hitter 
Rashad Holmes belted a two-run bomb to 
left field to regain a 9-8 lead. Then, in the 
top half, Schamerloh continued his big day 
with a double for two RBI and snatched the 
lead back to the Knights 10-9.

For the final two innings, the back-and-
forth battle came to a close. Mississinewa 
kept the pedal to the metal offensively and 
got two solid innings from its freshman 
relief pitcher Kavion Martin.

Mason Cox’s double down the right field 
line was just fair by about a foot or two and 
put the Indians on top for the final time.

Martin shut down the Knights in the 
sixth, while his offense went to work.

With only three outs to give, Norwell 
needed to hold the Mississinewa’s one-

Panthers leave Tigers in heartbreak with walkoff

Bluffton senior Lukas Gehrett (No. 6) consoles catcher senior Brody Lewis as Eastbrook celebrates 
their walk-off 10-9 title win in Monday’s sectional final game in Berne. (Photos by Chad Kline)

Bluffton's Easton Blair, right, slides into the tag of Eastbrook's second baseman in a steal 
attempt.

Eli Randol slides into home safely in the bottom of the fifth against Mississinewa in the sectional 
semifinal at Norwell Monday. The Indians were victorious 14-10. (Photo by Glen Werling)

Indians out-slug Knights to win sectional championship

The Southern Wells baseball season 
came to a close in the sectional semifinal 
Monday afternoon.

The Raiders fell 17-0 in five innings 

against the host Wes-Del. The team 
dropped to 4-18 to finish the season.

Stats and numbers for the contest 
weren’t posted online at the time of print.

Raiders drop in baseball 
semifinal to end season

(Continued on Page A2)



By AGDAILY
The U.S. House Agri-

culture Committee passed 
its version of the 2024 
farm bill, drawing a large 
response from stakehold-
ers around the nation. With 
four Democrats joining 
Republicans, the $1.5 tril-
lion bill, formally known as 
the Farm, Food, and Nation-
al Security Act of 2024, 
advanced on a 33-21 vote.

Among the highlights 
of the House bill are the 
expansion of support for 
farm commodities and the 
reduction in SNAP funding. 
Probably the most conten-
tious aspect, however, is that 
nearly $20 billion intended 
for so-called “climate-smart 
farm practices” is targeted 
for reallocation away the 
Inflation Reduction Act.

In a public statement Fri-
day morning, the National 
Corn Growers Association 
said many of the recom-
mendations made by corn 
grower leaders are reflected 
in the legislation and that the 
language in the bill would 
improve programs for corn 
growers across the coun-
try. Similarly, the National 
Association of Wheat Grow-
ers affirmed that many of its 
priorities are reflected in the 
House bill. These include 
emphasis on crop insurance 
and voluntary conservation 
cost-share programs for pro-
ducers, as well as increase 
trade opportunities.

Nonetheless, during a 
press call earlier this week, 
Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack expressed “deep 
concerns” about the new-
est version, saying that the 
bill “overpromises” farm-
ers, while trying to force a 
“crack in the coalition” that 
typically passes a farm bill.

Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee chair Debbie Sta-
benow agreed with Vil-
sack, saying in a statement, 
“Despite areas of common 
ground, it is now clear that 
key parts of the House bill 
split the Farm Bill coali-
tion in a way that makes it 
impossible to achieve the 
votes to become law.”

The House Agriculture 
Committee posted to X, the 
platform formerly known as 
Twitter, “As we traveled to 
every corner of the country 

we heard loud and clear the 
farm safety net needs to be 
strengthen. Our #FarmBill 
does just that.”

House Agriculture Com-
mittee chair Glenn “GT” 
Thompson echoed that sen-
timent Thursday, when the 
panel went through the farm 
bill markup, saying that the 
bill “bolsters every aspect of 
American agriculture.”

“NAWG commends 
Chairman Thompson for 
moving the process forward 
and urges a bipartisan and 
bicameral process to enact a 
highly effective Farm Bill,” 
the wheat association said 
in a statement. “Ultimately, 
for a Farm Bill to get signed 
into law, it will have to pass 
both chambers and be bipar-
tisan. We look forward to 
working with all stakehold-
ers to help get a farm bill 
signed into law that pro-
vides certainty and a strong 
safety net for producers.”

During the markup, corn 
growers supported several 
amendments that were filed 
by committee members to 
improve the farm bill. NCGA 
President Harold Wolle said 
growers were appreciative of 
Rep. Max Miller (R-Ohio) 
for offering an amendment 
on sustainable aviation fuel 
that was adopted by the com-
mittee. He also credited Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.) 
for offering an amendment 

requiring a mandatory base 
acre update that would better 
reflect corn growers priori-
ties for commodity program 
eligibility.

Still, while modern Amer-
ican agriculture is certainly a 
focus of this legislation, the 
largest part of every farm 
bill is not as much directly 
related to farming itself but 
rather to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s food 
aid programs. This year, there 
is a major movement among 
House committee members 
to freeze the flagship Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, which is likely to 
continue to yield the biggest 
blowback in future discus-
sions.

“Speaking about the 
waste, fraud, abuse that 
absolutely exists in these 
programs — every single 
dollar that goes to waste, 
fraud, abuse for these SNAP 
programs is a dollar that 
cannot go to feed a hungry 
child,” said Rep. Derrick 
Van Orden (R-Wis.).

The 2024 farm bill also 
included an EATS Act pro-
vision, which is part of an 
effort to counteract Cali-
fornia’s Prop 12 and the 
restrictions that the mea-
sure puts on producers 
nationwide who want to 
sell their products in Cali-
fornia. Prop 12 was upheld 
by the U.S. Supreme Court 

amid lawsuits by the Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Federa-
tion and the National Pork 
Producers Council, but the 
measure still draws large 
vocal opposition.

Critics of the EATS Act, 
particularly those affiliated 
with animal-rights organi-
zations, repeatedly like to 
refer to it as a China-backed 
initiative, primarily because 
Smithfield Foods is a sub-
sidiary of a Chinese-owned 
company.

“The leadership of the 
Agriculture Committee for 
months has kept repeating 
that it would present a bipar-
tisan bill, but it included an 
EATS Act provision that did 
not have a single Democrat 
cosponsor in either the House 
or the Senate,” said Wayne 
Pacelle, the former head of 
the Humane Society of the 
U.S. He now serves as presi-
dent of both Animal Wellness 
Action and the Center for a 
Humane Economy.

The 2018 farm bill 
expired last year, and Con-
gress passed a one-year 
extension. The Democrat-
led U.S. Senate has its own 
version of the farm bill.
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Do you have a 
service or product 
for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 or 622-4108
and � nd out how a� ordable our 

AG SERVICES DIRECTORY 
can be!

Prompt Delivery ...
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils  •  Pure 1-K Kerosene  •  Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol     •   Competitive Prices!

Services special!
Advertise your services in the Bluffton News-Banner!  

A 20 word, line classified for 2 months is $97. Contact  
the office at 125 N. Johnson St., 260-824-0224, or  

submit online to classifieds.news-banner.com.

Agriculture
U.S. House Agriculture Committee 
advances own version of farm bill

Indians 
lead to just that to have a chance to tie or win it in the 
bottom of the seventh. But those red-hot bats never 
stopped.

Kohen Bailey got an important RBI single to go up by 
two. Then, Kaiden Campbell’s single and Mason Cox’s 
sacrifice fly nailed the Knights to a 14-10 advantage.

The four runs were too much to overcome, and Martin 
held the 14-10 score to a final to win the sectional cham-
pionship.

“Yeah, obviously not at all how any of us wanted it 
to end,” Bohata said. “We didn’t come in expecting to 
lose. They jumped on us early, I thought we battled back 
really well. I mean, we took the lead after the third. I 
couldn’t ask for anything else out of the guys. Just didn’t 
end up our outcome. Sometimes, that’s baseball. Gotta 
give it to them, they hit the crap out of the ball today.”

Mississinewa will continue its state tournament path 
in the regional this Saturday, June 1, against Delta. The 
time for the game is unknown.

Norwell’s 18-8 season was a pleasant surprise under 
first-year head coach Bohata. The Knights lost six of their 
nine starters in the field and eight seniors overall from 
2023, including most of its top pitching and hitting play-
ers.

With a mostly new varsity roster, Bohata’s group went 
through some growing pains and posted a 9-6 record 
before rattling off seven of their final nine games.

The defending sectional champs reloaded and replen-
ished without missing much of a beat, and now will need 
to use that experience to fill in a few more holes.

Seniors Lewis and Cade Shelton (Huntington Univer-
isty) graduated and will be on fall college baseball ros-
ters. Both were the 1-2 punch pitchers and were slated 
2-3 on most nights in the lineup. Collin Burns, a staple 
in the Knights’ lineup, will need his void filled in the 
outfield. As well as this season went, Norwell’s baseball 
team won’t be any stranger to replacing players again.

“We’re a young group you know with the three 
seniors, but we got to thank those seniors a lot because 
Lane Lewis, Cade Shelton, Collin Burns — all three 
of them brought us everything they had this year. They 
taught these younger guys how to play Norwell base-
ball,” Bohata said.

ryan@news-banner.com
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TUESDAY, MAY 28
BOYS GOLF: Adams Central at Norwell, 4:30 p.m.; South-

ern Wells at Bluffton, 4:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL: (Regional championship) Norwell at Yorktown, 

6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 29
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MAY 30
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MAY 31
BOYS GOLF: (Sectional) Bluffton, Norwell and Southern 

Wells at Timber Ridge, 9 a.m.
TRACK & FIELD: (Girls state) Norwell at Robert C. Haugh 

Track & Field Complex, Indiana University, 3 p.m.
SATURDAY, JUNE 1
TRACK & FIELD: (Boys state) Norwell at Robert C. Haugh 

Track & Field Complex, Indiana University, 3 p.m.
MONDAY, JUNE 3
No events scheduled.
TUESDAY, JUNE 4
No events scheduled.

High School Calendar

Noah Schamerloh jacks a two-out grand slam home run to cut 
deep into the Mississinewa lead in the bottom of the second 
inning of the championship game of Sectional 23 at Norwell 
Monday. (Photo by Glen Werling)

The Northeast 8 Conference award winners were released 
for both baseball and softball.

The Knights had several players represented in both sports.
The baseball team just wrapped its season up with its first 

outright title in the NE8 and first outright conference title since 
2007.

On the first team: Lane Lewis (pitcher), Cade Shelton 
(corner infield) and Drew Graft (outfield). Second team: 
Korben Neuenschwander (catcher). Honorable mention: 
Drew Jolley (corner infield) and Cayden Cassel (middle 

infield).
For softball, the Knights finished 4-3 in the NE8 and 

recently won the sectional championship, defeating Peru, Oak 
Hill and Bellmont on their way to the regional.

The regional will start at 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 28.
On the first team: Jordan Markley (outfield) and Kara 

Brown (outfield). Second team Kaydance Clark (catcher), 
Reese Frauhiger (middle infield), Leah Werling (corner 
infield) and Nevda Lenwell (flex). Honorable mention Sami 
Lemler (pitcher).

Baseball, softball NE8 award winners released
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A hug and a heartache
Dear Annie: My heart is bro-

ken, and so is my wife’s. This past 
year, we planned a family vacation 
because my daughter and her family 
and my son and his live in a different 
state. We were meeting in the middle 
to save everyone from such a long 
road trip. My wife and I have been 
married almost 35 years, and she 
helped raise my two children. My 
grandchildren all adore her. On the 
second day of our trip, my wife and 
my son’s 7-year-old son were play-
ing cards.

My wife went to give him a hug, 
and out of the blue, my son and his 
wife literally jumped up and said, 
“No! We don’t do that!” It was 
shocking to say the least. My wife 
couldn’t believe it; she immediately 
left the room, and she says even now, 
four months later, that the look on 
our grandson’s face when that hap-
pened broke her heart. 

Needless to say, the rest of the 
trip was very awkward. I am very 
close to my son, and we still talk 
roughly every other day, but my wife 
will never forgive them for that. I 
feel like my son and his wife owe 
my wife an apology because things 
will never be the same. My son is a 
police officer, and he has seen a lot, 
and as a result he and his wife are 
very overprotective of his children. 
They don’t let them spend the night 
away from home because they don’t 
trust people. I know that we can’t be 
too careful, but the way they handled 
that situation was totally wrong. I 
told my wife that if they had decid-
ed that no one could be “affection-
ate” with their son, they should have 
told us that in private. Please give 

me some advice. 
Thank you! — 
H e a r t b r o k e n 
Dad and Grand-
father

Dear Heart-
broken: You are 
correct that they 
should have spo-
ken to you in pri-
vate about their 
wishes that you 
not hug their 
children. By rep-
rimanding your wife in front of her 
grandson, they are hurting their own 
son by depriving him of a grand-
mother’s hug — which is a sad thing 
to deprive a grandson of. Instead of 
never forgiving, try to get curious 
about the why. You mentioned that 
your son is a police officer and has 
seen a lot. Maybe he just saw some-
thing very disturbing. Whatever the 
reason, it’s important that you have 
a dialogue about it so that you and 
your wife can have a better under-
standing of it. In the future, hopefully 
your son and daughter-in-law never 
reprimand you or your wife in front 
of your grandchildren. But forgive-
ness is a gift you give yourself. So 
forgive.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s 
second anthology — featuring favor-
ite columns on marriage, infidelity, 
communication and reconciliation 
— is available as a paperback and 
e-book. Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more informa-
tion. Send your questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago Fire Chicago Fire Seinfeld
"Pilot" 

Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show 
"This Story Is Horrifying" 

TMZ Live (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Police 24/7 (N) Hostage Rescue (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Great American "The 
Great American Recipe" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline
(N) 

Finding Your Roots
"The Brick Wall Falls" 

Finding Your Roots
"Children of Exile" 

Frontline "South Korea's Adoption 
Reckoning" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding 
Your Roots 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Great American "The 
Great American Recipe" 

Context The Day PBS NewsHour (N) Finding Your Roots
"The Brick Wall Falls" 

Finding Your Roots
"Children of Exile" 

Frontline "South Korea's Adoption 
Reckoning" (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding 
Your Roots 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Beat Shazam (SP) (N) The Quiz With Balls (P)
(N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy (:05) Grey's Anatomy (:05) Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <+++ Spider-Man: No Way Home <++ Man of Steel (‘13) Amy Adams, Michael Shannon, Henry Cavill. <++ Man of Steel (‘13) Amy Adams, Michael Shannon, Henry Cavill.

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Mod Fam 
"Whanex?" 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Mod Fam
"Red Alert"

Mod Fam
"The Wild" 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

E! News
(N) 

OMG 
Fashun 

OMG 
Fashun 

Kardashian 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ Shooter (2007, Action) Michael Peña, Danny Glover, Mark Wahlberg. <+++ John Wick (2014, Action) Michael Nyqvist, 
Alfie Allen, Keanu Reeves. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter NHL Hockey Conference Final: Teams TBA The latest hockey action from 

across the NHL. (L) (N) 
SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) The Point 30 for 30 Long Gone Summer Yankees-Dodgers: An Uncivil War UFC (N) Good Guy 

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line Cardinals! 

Pre (L) (N) 
MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Cincinnati Reds From Great American 
Ball Park in Cincinnati. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

NASCAR Race Rewind
2023 Enjoy Illinois 300 

Icons 
Horrow 

Sports 
Stars 

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 2 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law-SVU "Welcome to 
the Pedo Motel" 

Law-SVU "Our Words 
Will Not Be Heard" 

Law-SVU "Post-
Graduate Psychopath" 

WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

(:10) Survive "Packrafts, 
Portages and Pain" 

(:10) <++ The Fast and the Furious (2001, 
Action) Paul Walker, Michelle Rodriguez, Vin Diesel. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Homestead "Life or 
Death in Michigan" 

Homestead "Flood, 
Sweat & Tears, Part 1" 

Homestead "Flood, 
Sweat & Tears, Part 2" 

Deadliest Catch "Super 
Typhoon Part 1" 

Deadliest Catch "Super 
Typhoon Part 2" 

Deadliest Catch "Dead 
of Winter" 

Deadliest Catch "Slow 
Burn" 

Deadliest Catch "Super 
Typhoon Part 1" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 7 Little Johnstons Doubling Down Doubling Down Doubling Down (N) OutDaughtered (N) 7 Little Johnstons (N) 90 Day Fiancé: Love Doubling Down

HIST  38 77 120 269 
(4:00) History's Greatest 
Mysteries 

The Great War "Into Hell" The Great War "Over the Top" (N) (:05) The Great War "Over the Top" (:05) The Great War 
"Over the Top" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Customer Customer Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< The Vows We Keep (2021, Romance) Antonio 
Cayonne, Linda Thorson, Fiona Gubelmann. 

< Fourth Down and Love (2023, Romance) Ryan 
Paevey, Sophia Powers, Pascale Hutton. 

< Appetite for Love (2016, Romance) Andrew W. 
Walker, Alley Mills, Taylor Cole. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:15) < 
Pacific Ri... 

(:45) <++ Jumanji (1995, Children) Bonnie Hunt,
Kirsten Dunst, Robin Williams. 

(:45) <+++ The Truman Show (1998, Comedy Drama) Laura 
Linney, Noah Emmerich, Jim Carrey. 

<++ Armageddon (1998, Sci-Fi) Billy Bob Thornton, Liv Tyler, Bruce Willis. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Leadoff (N) MLB Baseball Los Angeles Dodgers at New York Mets (L) (N) MLB Close Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:00) <+++ Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (‘16, 
Sci-Fi) Diego Luna, Alan Tudyk, Felicity Jones. 

Jokers "Kal 
Penn" 

NBA Tip-Off (L) (N) NBA Basketball Western Conference Final, Game 4: Teams TBA
Professional basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) 

Inside the NBA (L) (N) Rich & Shameless (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
<+++ Die Hard With a Vengeance (1995, Action) Jeremy Irons, Samuel L. 
Jackson, Bruce Willis. 

<++ Pearl Harbor (2001, War) Josh Hartnett, Kate Beckinsale, Ben Affleck. <++ U.S. Marshals (1998, Action) Wesley Snipes, 
Robert Downey Jr., Tommy Lee Jones. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
The Masters Agility Championship at Westminster The top 
agility dogs in the world compete for the title at Westminster. 

United Football League D.C. Defenders at Memphis Showboats From 
Simmons Bank Liberty Stadium in Memphis, Tenn. (N) 

UFL 
Football 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Buck, Actually" 9-1-1 "Hen Begins" 9-1-1 "Merry Ex-Mas" 9-1-1 "New Beginnings" 9-1-1 "Chimney Begins" 9-1-1 "Fight or Flight" 9-1-1 "Broken" 9-1-1 "Ocean's 9-1-1" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped (N) Chopped Supermarket Stakeout Supermarket Stakeout Chopped
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules (N) The Valley (N) Vanderpump Rules The Valley Summer House
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Rock Paper Rock Paper Loud House Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Sheldon Sheldon Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Marvel's Hailey Hailey Bunk'd Bunk'd Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(4:00) <+ The Waterboy 
(‘98) Adam Sandler. 

<++ The Other Woman (2014, Romance) Leslie Mann, Kate 
Upton, Cameron Diaz. 

<++ The Proposal (2009, Romance) Ryan Reynolds, Mary 
Steenburgen, Sandra Bullock. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(4:50) The 
Jinx 

(:50) <++ De-Lovely (2004, Musical) Ashley Judd, Jonathan 
Pryce, Kevin Kline. 

Gaga Chromatica Ball Sympathi "Endings Are 
Hard, Aren't They?" 

(:05) <++ X-Men Origins: 
Wolverine (‘09) Hugh Jackman. 

(:55) <+++ 
Parasite 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:20) <+++ Hellboy II: 
The Golden Army 

(:20) <+++ Laggies (2014, Romance) Chloë Grace 
Moretz, Sam Rockwell, Keira Knightley. 

<++ Mean Girls 2 (‘11) Maiara 
Walsh, Meaghan Martin. 

(:35) <++ Jersey Boys (2014, Musical) Erich 
Bergen, Michael Lomenda, John Lloyd Young. 

(:50) <++ The Second Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel (‘15) Judi Dench. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:45) < Raging Grace (‘23) Jaeden 
Boadilla, Max Eigenmann. 

The Chi "Saints & 
Sinners" 

(:25) <+++ First Blood (‘82) Richard 
Crenna, Sylvester Stallone. 

<++ Rambo: First Blood Part II
(‘85) Sylvester Stallone. 

(:35) <++ Rambo III (1988, Action) Richard 
Crenna, Marc de Jonge, Sylvester Stallone. 

< Boogie 
Nights 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
< Ellie and Abbie (and Ellie's Dead 
Aunt) (‘20) Sophie Hawkshaw. 

(:25) < Violet (2021, Drama) Luke 
Bracey, Justin Theroux, Olivia Munn. 

< Showing Up (2022, Comedy Drama) Hong Chau,
Maryann Plunkett, Michelle Williams. 

<+++ Tangerine (‘15) Mya Taylor,
Kitana Kiki Rodriguez. 

< Kokomo City (‘23) (:45) < 
Pirates 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: The enter-
tainment industry uses 
a lot of religious words 
to catch people’s atten-
tion but the films, ani-
mations, songs, awards, 
and so on have noth-
ing to do with religion: 
SoulCycle, Soul Music, 
etc. The word “soul” 
has fascinated audi-
ences around the world. 
Is it because no one can 
really describe what 
a soul is? Has anyone 
ever seen a soul? – S.D.

Answer: Go back 
to the very beginning 
and discover the human 
soul. Adam and Eve 
were parentless. Their 
heritage was directly 
from God’s perfect cre-
ation, and He gave them 
each a soul. He made the 
soul for a purpose – to 

experience the joy of 
a relationship with 
God that would last 
forever. The Bible 
tells us, “And the 
Lord God formed 

man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man 
became a living soul” 
(Genesis 2:7, KJV).

Notice it doesn’t say 
that man became a body 
or man became a brain. 
Man certainly was cre-
ated with both, but he 
was not a living crea-
ture until God breathed 
into him the breath of 
life, making him a living 
soul.

The soul is the real 
you, the real me. “There 
is a spirit in man, and the 
breath of the Almighty 
gives him understand-
ing” (Job 32:8, NKJV).

The body is the 
house, the soul is the 
tenant, and every soul 

is precious to God. 
Jesus said that one soul 
is worth more than the 
whole world (see Mat-
thew 16:26).

God is the soul’s 
Creator, and He holds 
in His hand “the breath 
of all mankind” (Job 
12:10, NKJV). Jesus is 
the soul’s Savior. And 
the Spirit of God is the 
soul’s guiding light. 
“The Spirit of truth … 
will guide you” (John 
16:13). There is no 
greater proof of the exis-
tence of a moral law and 
the Lawgiver than this 
little light of the soul. 
It is God’s voice to the 
inner man.

(This column is based 
on the words and writ-
ings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distrib-
uted by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham
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SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

TROPHY CONSTRUCTION.

ALL types of construction:
Pole barns, roofing, remodel-
ing, concrete, seamless gut-
ters, etc. Free estimates. (260)
223-4835.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,
NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

Lottery Numbers

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Saturday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 03-06-25-33-

39
Cash4Life — 16-17-34-

38-42, Cash Ball: 04
Lotto Plus — 11-24-25-

33-34-41
Quick Draw Midday — 

04-08-11-12-18-25-31-34-
35-44-46-54-61-62-63-64-
67-69-70-71, BE: 69

Daily Three-Midday — 
03-01-04, SB: 01

Daily Three-Evening — 
05-04-06, SB: 04

Daily Four-Midday — 
02-06-01-08, SB: 01

Daily Four-Evening — 
00-06-00-03, SB: 04

Quick Draw Evening 
— 05-06-22-24-25-27-28-
29-33-43-44-45-53-59-60-
61-65-72-78-79, BE: 29

Hoosier Lotto — 17-23-
30-37-39-42

POWERBALL
06-33-35-36-64; Power-

ball: 24; Power Play: 3X

Sunday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 06-13-21-34-

35
Cash4Life — 03-15-24-

26-50, Cash Ball: 03
Quick Draw Midday — 

01-04-05-07-12-13-22-27-
29-33-41-46-48-64-65-68-
70-71-76-77, BE: 01

Daily Three-Midday — 
09-06-01, SB: 06

Daily Three-Evening — 
00-08-00, SB: 06

Daily Four-Midday — 
04-09-08-06, SB: 06

Daily Four-Evening — 
00-04-03-07, SB: 06

Quick Draw Evening 
— 05-06-15-21-26-32-36-
42-43-52-53-55-57-60-65-
67-69-74-76-79, BE: 29

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY
Cash 5 — 05-06-10-28-

33
Cash4Life — 02-14-16-

22-56, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 

04-08-11-13-15-25-26-32-
36-37-42-48-49-60-68-69-
70-73-74-76, BE: 15

Daily Three-Midday — 
02-00-00, SB: 08

Daily Three-Evening — 
05-01-00, SB: 07

Daily Four-Midday — 
08-01-04-08, SB: 08

Daily Four-Evening — 
02-03-07-02, SB: 07

Quick Draw Evening 
— 02-05-12-13-16-17-23-
32-33-36-44-48-57-61-63-
64-65-69-72-79, BE: 69

Hoosier Lotto — Esti-
mated jackpot (for Wednes-
day): $13.3 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for 

Tuesday): $489 million
POWERBALL

09-30-39-49-59 Power-
ball: 21; Power Play: 5X
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For as 
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Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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preserving the family assets from the high cost 
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right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
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A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

JUNE 1 - 8:30 a.m. - E & M 
Blacksmith Shop. 2404 W 
350 S, Berne, IN. 13th annual 
consignment auction. Horses, 
ponies, horse-drawn machin-
ery, produce equipment, bug-
gies, harness, carts, new tack, 
saddles, shop tools, lawn & 
garden tools, sausage grinders 
& stuffers, new & used furni-
ture, washing machines, hay, 
straw & firewood. Accepting 
consignments every evening 
that week from 4-8 p.m., all 
day May 30, and May 31 from 
7 a.m.-8 p.m. Troyer Auctions, 
LLC, 260-768-7246, ext. 3.
JUNE 1 - 9 a.m. - Multiple 
consigners. 6632 N. 500 W., 
Decatur. Personal property: 
Jewelry (gold, silver, costume), 
toys, collectables, furniture, 
household, antiques, trailer, 
Flow Blue, glassware, Star 
Wars. Preview May 31, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Wiegmann Auc-
tioneers, wiegmannauctioneers.
com, 260-447-4311.
JUNE 1 - 11:30 a.m. - Ardith 
Smith estate, Cheryl Heral 
estate & Sonja Bartlett, sell-
ers. 320 Sparks St., Markle, 
IN. Live on-site. One story, two 
bedroom home on 1.6 acres, 
1,144 sq. ft., 10x18 detached 
garage. Steve Ness, auc-
tion manager, 260-417-6556,  
SteveNess@NessBros.com, 
Ness Bros. Realtors & Auction-
eers, www.NessBros.com.
BIDDING ENDS JUNE 2 - 
(Online Only Auction) - The 
Estate of John F. Holbrook, 
seller. 200+ pcs. Roseville, 
Rookwood, Hull, McCoy, Van-
Briggle, antique & modern 
furniture, 1950 Ford Sedan, 
Coca Cola vintage signs & col-
lectibles, antique tools, 2-pc. 
Oak kitchen cabinet, JFK politi-
cal buttons and advertising, 
vintage toys. Auction preview: 
May 30 from 3-6 p.m., 10421 
W. Yoder Rd., Roanoke, IN. 
Patrick Carter, sale manager, 
The Steffen Group Inc., www.
steffengrp.com, 260-824-3006.
JUNE 4 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bidding Opens at 9 
a.m. and will close at 6 p.m. 
- Holbrook estate, seller. 
300 W, Markle, IN. Explore 
the potential of this property! 
6.79+/- acre tract of land in 
Northern Wells, Union Town-
ship, easy access to I-69, 
435’ of road frontage on Wells 
County Road, rare opportu-
nity for homesite or mini-farm. 
Inspection: Feel free to walk 
the property at any time. Pat-
rick Carter, sale manager, 260-
273-8294, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
JUNE 5-JUNE 12 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Huston Wat-
ters, seller. Well cared for 
modern furniture, wood work-
ing tools, household, 2003 
Chevy Impala, lawn and gar-
den equipment, outdoor fur-
niture. Open House June 10 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., 1338 
Manor Dr., Bluffton, IN. The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, wwww.steffengrp.com.

BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
JUNE 9 - 6 p.m. EST - Berry 
estate, owner. Online only real 
estate & personal property! 
6 p.m. real estate: 1 1/2 story 
craftsman style home w/cov-
ered porch, 1,700+/- square ft. 
w/ornate woodwork through-
out, partial basement, 3-4 bed-
rooms, 2 1/2 bath, detached 
24x24 two-car garage, several 
older outbuildings all sitting 
on 6+/- acres, Adams Central 
School District. 6:30 p.m. per-
sonal property: Antique trac-
tors, farm machinery, tools, 
antiques, primitives, vehicles, 
furniture, household items, 
more! Preview May 30, 5-6 
p.m., 4854 N 400 W, Deca-
tur. Pick up June 10, 2-6 p.m. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
JUNE 15-JUNE 22 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 
of Glen Bowen, seller. Clean 
2005 Buick Lesabre Custom 
with 77,000 miles, 2004 Toyota 
Sienna mini van, 1987 Riv-
iera Cruiser 24’ pontoon, 2004 
Yamaha XLT jet ski, floating 
WaveRunner dock, modern 
furniture, tools. Open House: 
June 9 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jimmerson 
Lake, Angola, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 16-JUNE 23 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 
of Marilyn McQueary, seller. 
2023 GMC Terrain Denali, 
AWD Edition with 2,130 miles 
(like new), clean like new mod-
ern furniture, antiques, collect-
ibles, tools, jewelry, designer 
purses, much more. Open 
Houses: June 18 and June 20 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. 
Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 23 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bowen Family, sellers. 
Well cared for 2 bedroom lake 
cottage of Jimmerson Lake 
with 36’ of frontage, three sea-
son room,1 car garage, deck 
with outstanding views of Jim-
merson Lake/Part of the Lake 
James Chain. Open House: 
June 9 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jimmerson 
Lake, Angola, IN. The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
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NOTICE
Notices

ITALY TOUR PRESENTA-
TION Thurs, June 6, 6:15pm.
Bluffton Wells Library. Dis-
cover highlights/facts of this
2025 trip. All Welcome! Terri
Worden
grouptoursite.com/tours/mig-
worden

(Using WCPL meeting facility
does not constitute WCPL's
endorsement/sponsorship of
the program or organizer's
policies/beliefs.)
saratworden@gmail.com

RENTALS
Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD stand out
for extra attention! Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5 or a border for an
additional $1. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office,
260-824-0224, 125 N. John-
son St., or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Paid-
On-Call Firefighters and Part
Time Firefighters. Both posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-4:30p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due June 14th.

VEHICLES
Auto/Trucks

2008 BUICK LUCERNE in ex-
cellent condition. Leather inte-
rior, heated and electric seats,
148,600 miles, $5,700,
260-273-2224.

Services Services

SWITCH AND SAVE up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. For more information, 
call 1-855-572-5165 (I)

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throt-
tling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch.  Call 1-833-
754-0929 (I)
GUARANTEED LIFE INSUR-
ANCE! (Ages 50 to 80). No 
medical exam. Affordable pre-
miums never increase. Benefits 
never decrease. Policy will only 
be cancelled for non-payment. 
833-535-1043 (I)


