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Turning pages, tassels
By SYDNEY KENT

“Candy kisses and peppermints” 
“BHES announces Grade 4 honor roll”
“2017 Wells Community Swim Team”

“4 named ambassadors”
“Knights defeat Tigers in girls’ tennis 

opener”
“Wheeler wins top honor at art show”
“The E.L.L.A Project”
Ella Wheeler has been making headlines 

in Wells County since her first dance recital 
at three years old. As she prepares to say 
goodbye to the community that has helped 
shape her, she said she is treasuring every 
moment. 

 One of the bigger moments is quickly 
approaching — graduation.

She erupted into laughter thinking about 
the event slotted for Friday night. 

“Oh my gosh,” Wheeler said, her eyes 
wide. “I just want to keep soaking in the 
smaller moments while I can.” 

Another big moment Wheeler is look-
ing forward to is the Wells County 4-H Fair, 
which takes place every year in July.

Wheeler has been a very active 10-year 
member of the 4-H. Throughout her time, 
she has participated in showing many ani-
mals, entomology, arts and crafts, photog-
raphy, sewing, fashion, beekeeping, archery, 
and much more. She has consistently won 
impressive awards in all areas of her work.

‘I’m so excited for it,” Wheeler said. “I 

know it’s going to be the last year. I just 
don’t think it’s going to hit me until after 
that week comes. Like, ‘Oh, it’s really 
over.’”

Though it may be ending for this dedicat-
ed member, much of her time spent in 4-H 
has built a solid foundation for Wheeler’s 
future career goals. She hopes to become a 

veterinarian who specializes in the care of 
farm animals. 

Wheeler intends to attend the Purdue 
University College of Veterinary Medicine 
as a secondary degree following her under-
graduate degree from Butler University.

Wheeler has won awards at the Tri 

Wheeler prepares for next chapter after graduation

Ella Wheeler stands for recognition of her Lilly Endowment scholarship during Wednesday’s 
senior awards ceremony. (Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Ella Wheeler (pictured) as she poses for her 
senior photos. (Photo provided) (Continued on Page 2)

Time for summer
Bluffton-Harrison Ele-

mentary School sent off 
students for the summer 

with hugs, cheers and 
laughter Thursday after-

noon. Above, teacher 
Stacy Lehman walks out 

with her sons, Hunter 
(left) and Colson (right). 

At right, staff waves 
goodbye to kids as the 

school buses pull away. 
(Photos by Holly Gaskill)   

Wells County to pass local
ordinance on contracts

By HOLLY GASKILL
In light of House Enrolled Act 1158, the 

Wells County Commissioners have decided 
to draft a local ordinance regarding con-
tracts with and approved by county officials. 

The act, authored by State Rep. Matt 
Lehman, allows counties to add stipulations 
for contracts with county officials, like that 
provision that any potential litigation must 
occur within the county. It also permits 
county commissioners oversight on con-
tracts signed by county officials. 

On Monday, the County Commissioners 
instructed County Attorney Ted Storer to 
begin drafting an ordinance for the county, 
which would be effective with the act on 

July 1.
Sheriff Scott Holliday had first discussed 

the act with the board during its May 6 meet-
ing, saying that contracts without costs to the 
county did not have to be under the purview 
of the commissioners. Storer disagreed at the 
time, but revised his statements Monday — 
“The sheriff’s comments from last meeting 
and today’s are all very astute,” he clarified.

During his regular report, Holliday 
advised 82 inmates were in the Wells Coun-
ty Jail on Monday — 44 were pre-trial holds 
for the Circuit Court, 24 for the Superior 
Court, 10 from the Department of Correc-
tion and one Level 6 felon. 

holly@news-banner.com

Fire territory, district discussion draws disdain
By HOLLY GASKILL

An informational meeting 
about the potential consolidation 
of fire services was met with a 
pointed stance against the matter 
by a group of firefighters, resi-
dents and elected officials Thurs-
day night. 

The overarching sentiment 
of the group was that the county 
shouldn’t meddle in townships’ 
fire coverage. 

The Wells County Council 
President Seth Whicker announced 
the information meeting during the 
council’s meeting last month. On 
Thursday, he and Commissioner 
President Jeff Stringer said they 
had wanted to provide the oppor-
tunity to learn and discuss consoli-
dation with the fire departments, 
township trustees and boards, and 
concerned residents. 

Paige Sanson and Susan Cowen 

from Baker Tilly Municipal Advi-
sors presented the basic informa-
tion about fire territories and fire 
districts, which are methods to 
consolidate the finances and tax 
revenue of fire departments. Ter-
ritories and districts vary in how 
they can be created, their func-
tion and potential dissolution, but 
ultimately both create an avenue 
to increase taxes to support fire 
departments and EMS services. 

According to Sanson and 
Cowen, neither territories nor dis-
tricts require changes in the staff, 
equipment, or structure of a fire 
department — they only affect the 
funding.

“It’s an increase in taxes, let’s 
not lie about it,” Commissioner 
President Jeff Stringer summa-
rized. “It’s an increase in taxes.”

A group expressed they were 
under the impression that the 

county was moving forward with 
this consolidation — with or with-
out each township’s permission. 
Multiple individuals alleged this 
consolidation would lead to the 
closure of departments or a shift 
away from volunteer fire depart-
ments. 

Both claims were refuted 
by Whicker and Stringer, who 
explained they merely wanted to 

(Continued on Page 2)

Medicaid meeting considers 
program concerns, progress

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A handful of lawmakers on Wednesday 
questioned the state’s administration of Med-
icaid plans that will undergo a transforma-
tional change this summer, with topics rang-
ing from a program waitlist, elder care and 
services for families with disabled children. 

The Family and Social Services Admin-
istration, which oversees Medicaid, hosted a 
meeting highlighting the near-completion of 
the Medicaid unwinding process along with 
the switch to managed care for aging ben-
eficiaries — moves impacting hundreds of 
thousands of Hoosiers. 

The unwinding process encompasses the 
way in which the state redetermined Medic-
aid eligibility for 2.2 million enrollees after 
federal protections protecting members 
expired in early 2023. The yearlong review 
culled at least 241,000 Hoosiers from the 
rolls.

And while Sen. Shelli Yoder had high 
praise for the state’s handling of the unwind-
ing of COVID-19 Medicaid protections, she 
had sharper criticism for other actions. 

“We can see the amount of effort that it 
has taken to get it right in the unwinding but 
we do not take that same care with our fami-

(Continued on Page 2)



lies and people with long-
term disabilities in Indiana 
when we made the decision 
to change the (Aged and 
Disabled) waiver,” said the 
Bloomington Democrat. “So 
many families … they don’t 
know what’s going on. They 
haven’t had clear communi-
cation. And I think it’s just 
strictly because you’re mov-
ing too fast.”

FSSA changes to atten-
dant care under the Aged 
and Disabled waiver curbed 
state payments to parents 
with severely disabled chil-
dren, who were getting 
paid a living wage to pro-
vide unskilled care at home. 
However, after program 
costs ballooned, the agency 
abruptly halted the program 
earlier this year and families 
will transition to a lower-
paying system in the coming 
weeks — pending an ongo-
ing lawsuit.

Yoder, along with India-
napolis Democrat Sen. Fady 
Qaddoura, West Lafayette 
Democrat Rep. Chris Camp-
bell and New Albany Repub-
lican Rep. Ed Clere, point-
edly asked the state agency 
to account for several per-
ceived shortcomings. 
Aged and Disabled waitlist

Medicaid Director Cora 
Steinmetz juggled several 
concerns from the lawmak-
ers, all of whom are mem-
bers of the Medicaid Advi-
sory Committee. 

The April implementation 
of a waitlist for certain ser-
vices for aged and disabled 
Hoosiers caused concern for 
Qaddoura, the state senator 
from Indianapolis. The state 
maintains just over 50,500 
waiver slots and anticipates 
expanding to 55,000 in the 
2025 fiscal year, which starts 
on July 1. 

“No one was receiving 
services on the A&D waiver 
and then added to a wait-
list. The waitlist is for new 
entrants,” Steinmetz said, not-
ing that several eligibility fac-
tors determined one’s waitlist 
placement. “… we will be 
transparent as we move for-
ward with that … once we 
have some clarity around the 
number of individuals.”

Steinmetz didn’t give 
Qaddoura, who is a former 
FSSA employee, a firm fig-
ure on the number of people 
on the waitlist, citing the 
complicating eligibility fac-
tors. 

Qaddoura shared the story 
of a constituent who “spent 
down” their assets in order to 
qualify for Medicaid, which 
covers long-term services 

like nursing homes and home 
health aids while Medicare 
does not. Medicaid is a gov-
ernment health coverage 
program for the poor while 
Medicare is designed to serve 
the elderly — though many 
senior Hoosiers rely on both 
programs to meet their health 
care needs.

Even after spending 
their assets, this person was 
placed on the waitlist even 
though they don’t have the 
financial footing to pay for 
long-term care themselves, 
Qaddoura said. 

“These individuals are 
now being put in a very dif-
ficult position,” he said, 
describing someone trying 
to plan for their long-term 
health care needs. “There are 
real life implications for citi-
zens and providers.”
Managed Care and AAAs

On top of the waitlist 
concerns, the state is transi-
tioning its current long-term 
supports and services offer-
ings to managed care, mean-
ing it’ll pay Managed Care 
Entities (MCEs) a flat rate 
to cover member health ben-
efits rather than individually 
paying for claims.

Steinmetz and others insist 
the PathWays for Aging pro-
gram will roll out on July 1, 
as planned, after contracting 
with some individual Area 
Agencies on Aging as service 
coordinators. 

AAAs protested the agen-
cy-suggested rate for service 
coordination, which at $112 
was 41% lower than current 
rates for different but over-
lapping duties, but MCEs 
stuck by the proposal. 

Qualifying members had 
until May 1 to make a deci-

sion about which managed 
care plan they’d like to join. 
Those who failed to make a 
decision were auto-enrolled 
but can change their plans 
within 90 days of starting 
coverage. Members can 
change their plans at any 
time for just cause, such as 
poor quality of care or if they 
encounter significant barriers.

Roughly half of the state’s 
16 AAAs, longtime senior 
care organizations that per-
form case management 
for FSSA, opted to negoti-
ate with the MCEs, which 
includes insurance giants 
like Anthem Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield, Humana Health 
Horizons in Indiana and 
United Healthcare Commu-
nity Plan.

Clere, an advocate for 
AAAs who has repeatedly 
expressed his concerns about 
MCEs, said he didn’t see 
how the system could be 
ready for a July launch with 
so few AAAs serving as ser-
vice coordinators — a vital 
component of the managed 
care rollout. 

Steinmetz and others 
seemed to be more confi-
dent.

“Although the contractual 
negotiations are still ongoing 
… we’ve made it clear that 
since the (joint AAA nego-
tiating organization) opted 
not to participate in the net-
work, that … (MCEs) must 
make a good faith effort to 
contract individually with as 
many AAAs as possible,” 
she said, noting that MCEs 
could also employ some 
internal service coordinators. 
“… we are monitoring very, 
very closely their staff levels, 
their hiring levels for service 

coordinators.”
Clere also said he’d heard 

that Anthem, in particular, 
was requiring AAAs sign 
expansive non-disclosure 
agreements — something he 
felt shouldn’t be allowed.

“It flies in the face of 
transparency,” Clere said. “If 
an NDA is allowed, it will 
leave the AAA that agrees to 
an NDA isolated and helpless 
and unable to talk with peers 
or stakeholders about their 
experience or problems.”

FSSA leaders indicated 
that NDAs might be to pro-
tect “proprietary informa-
tion,” to which Clere said 
NDAs would then need to be 
narrowed.

“A broad NDA only ben-
efits the MCE at the expense 
of — not only the AAA, but 
consumers the AAA is serv-
ing,” Clere concluded.

In response to questions 
from Rep. Campbell, Stein-
metz reassured commit-
tee members that any NDA 
would not impact the state’s 
claims processing review 
and auditing. 

“That’s Medicaid data 
and that is our data,” Stein-
metz said, acknowledging 
that Wednesday’s meet-
ing was the first time she’d 
heard about potential NDAs. 
“We’re going to take that 
back and do some more 
investigation and talk with 
our Anthem colleagues to 
get a better understanding of 
that.”
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Weather
Friday, May 24, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:38 p.m. Thursday)
High: 84; Low: 55; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.92  

feet at 8:45 p.m. Thursday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 84. South wind 5 

to 10 mph. 
Tonight: Showers likely 

and possibly a thunderstorm. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 64. South wind 5 to 
10 mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 70%.

Saturday: A 30% chance 
of showers and thunderstorms, mainly before 2 p.m. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 79. West wind around 10 mph. 

Saturday Night: A 10% chance of showers before 8 
p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 55. Northwest wind 
around 5 mph becoming 
calm in the evening. 

Sunday: A chance of 
showers and thunderstorms 
before 2 p.m., then showers 
likely and possibly a thun-
derstorm between 2 p.m. 
and 5 p.m., then showers and 
thunderstorms likely after 
5 p.m. Partly sunny, with 
a high near 79. Chance of 
precipitation is 70%. New 
rainfall amounts between a 
quarter and half of an inch 
possible. 

Sunday Night: Showers and thunderstorms, mainly 
before 2 a.m. Low around 
62. Chance of precipitation 
is 80%.

Memorial Day: A 50% 
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Partly sunny, with 
a high near 74. Breezy. 

Monday Night: A chance 
of showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 55. Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Tuesday: A chance of showers, with thunderstorms also 
possible after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 71. 
Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Tuesday Night: A 30% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 51.

Wednesday: A 20% chance of showers. Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 68.

Wednesday Night: A 
slight chance of showers. 
Mostly clear, with a low 
around 48.

Thursday: Sunny, with a 
high near 74.

MEDICAID 
FOR LONG

TERM CARE

June 4, 2024

Start 9:30 AM

Belinda Ziko Charles Backs

215 DAVIS ROAD | OSSIAN, IN 46777
PH: 206-622-7821

Breakfast is on the house!

Join us at Hoosier House
1529 Harrison Rd 

Bluffton, IN 
Buffet style breakfast while we discuss the new

landscape of Medicaid for long term care

Must RSVP by

May 29 to

260-622-7821

Have a Great 
Memorial Day

260.426.3006 
STEFFENGRP.COM

AUCTION
ONLINE NORTHERN WELLS LAND

6.79 ACRE POTENTIAL BUILDING SITE 

SELLER: HOLBROOK ESTATE • SALE MANAGER: PATRICK CARTER (260.273.8294)

INSPECTION: FEEL FREE TO WALK THE PROPERTY AT ANY TIME
CONTACT AUCTION MANAGER PATRICK CARTER FOR MORE INFORMATION

AU19500212 • AC30500053

ONLINE BIDDING OPEN TUESDAY, JUNE 4TH FROM 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

PROPERTY LOCATION: 300 WEST, MARKLE, INDIANA 46791

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER TO BID VISIT
STEFFENGRP.COM/AUCTIONS

EXPLORE THE POTENTIAL OF THIS PROPERTY! 
•   6.79 +/- ACRE TRACT OF LAND IN NORTHERN WELLS
•   EASY ACCESS TO I-69
•  435’ OF ROAD FRONTAGE ON WELLS COUNTY ROAD
•  RARE OPPORTUNITY FOR HOMESITE OR MINI-FARM

Kappa Art Show, played multiple 
sports and managed junior varsity and 
varsity boys’ basketball teams, and par-
ticipated in Youth As Resources, Cam-
pus Life, Students for Christ, and the 
Beekeepers Association of Indiana — 
to name a few. Though she has been a 
part of many organizations and causes, 
Wheeler has had the longest tenure in 
dance.

She first began to practice the art at 
three years old. She has participated 
in the Creative Arts Council School of 
Ballet ever since, earning numerous 
awards. Wheeler accredits the art form 
for her level of poise and discipline — 
and great posture.

It was during a break at a recent 
dance performance Wheeler received a 
letter she said moved her to tears.

“We got the letter the day of my 
Nutcracker performance,” Wheeler 
recalled. “I had two shows that day 
— did you get the letter before the 
first one?” Wheeler paused to clarify 
with her mom, Abbey Wheeler. Abbey 
smiled and nodded her head to con-
firm.

“So, she opened up the letter 
because she saw it was from the foun-
dation,” Wheeler continued. “So they 
knew before me.”

Wheeler recounted the details as 
she said hello to her family and friends 
during the break. Her dad handed her 

a card that said, “We are so proud of 
you. And I have something else for 
you.”

“He hands me this letter,” Wheel-
er paused. “I opened it up after I saw 
the Wells County Foundation seal on 
it. My eyes got huge, and I just — I 
closed it. Then I looked back and start-
ed reading it.”

Abbey Wheeler described the look 
of realization on her daughter’s face as 
she realized she was not simply a final-
ist, but the winner.

“Oh, I lost it,” Ella Wheeler 
laughed. “Then everyone lost it.”

With the Lilly Endowment Scholar-
ship, Wheeler will receive full tuition 
to any eligible Indiana public or private 
nonprofit college or university and up 
to a $900 per year stipend for required 
books and equipment.

Wheeler said the accumulation of 
the things she has dedicated her time, 
talent, and heart to have prepared her 
well for this next chapter.

“Each thing I have been a part of 
has definitely taught me something,” 
Wheeler explained. “They are things 
I will bring with me throughout my 
entire life. With dance, there is a lot 
of dedication, structure, discipline, 
and confidence. 4-H is definitely a 
lot of hard work. It taught me to get 
up early in the morning to get my 
work done and to see how my hard 
work has paid off. It’s a common 

thread.”
“It really is hard work,” Abbey 

Wheeler affirmed. “All of it is a lot of 
really hard work, and you get to see the 
results.”

“Before the results, it’s kind of 
hard — with ballet especially,” 
Wheeler explained. “You go months 
and months and months preparing 
for things. It’s not that it gets stag-
nant, but it’s hard to do the same 
things over and over. But then it 
comes to exams and performances, 
and you see how you’ve improved. 
It’s sort of like, ‘Oh — that’s why I 
did these things. It has transferred in 
all parts of my life.’”

Wheeler laughed as she joked 
about her two younger brothers, 
nearly taller than her already, taking 
over her bedroom when she moves 
to college. Though she will dearly 
miss their antics, she is excited to 
plan her new space and join her 
friends as they venture on similar 
journeys. 

Her parents, James and Abbey 
Wheeler, have a few final words for 
their not-so-little girl on the day before 
her high school graduation: “I think our 
advice is to keep being true to yourself 
and continue to lean on the Lord’s wis-
dom. We love you and are so proud of 
the outstanding young woman of God 
you are becoming.”

sydney@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

discuss options as some fire 
departments have encoun-
tered issues with staffing 
and funding. However, they 
recognized they may have 
not communicated well with 
every party about the pur-
pose of the meeting. 

Sanson also stressed that 
a township cannot be forced 
into a contract for a district 
or territory, nor is it common 
for a countywide district or 

territory.
While there was some 

disagreement on whether 
or not the fire departments 
needed the assistance, 
Whicker stressed that Wells 
County EMS has been at 
a deficit for many years. 
Whicker reported that the 
fund that supports EMS 
operations, established 
through the sale of the Wells 
County Hospital, has rough-
ly four to five before it com-

pletely dwindles.
Given the resistance 

to consolidation from the 
fire departments, it was 
suggested that the county 
could establish a district 
or territory only for EMS 
services. However, San-
son said the Indiana Code 
currently requires a fire 
department to be in a dis-
trict or territory. 

Moving forward, Stringer 
said he wanted to investigate 

all of the county’s options 
to fund emergency services. 
He and Whicker also tasked 
the audience with continued 
involvement in discussions. 

“I’m not sure what the 
solution is — I’m not even 
sure what the problem is 
yet,” Stringer said. “That’s 
why we wanted to hold this 
meeting … But collectively, 
we’ve got to get on the same 
page.”

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)

Fire territory

Medicaid meeting
(Continued from Page 1)

Follow us on Twitter at...
twitter.com/newsbanner
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Police NotebookOBITUARIES

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

Library sees jump in winter 
reading participation

Participation in the Winter Reading Pro-
gram at the Wells County Public Library 
increased by 34%, reported board member 
John Stauffer. 

Clocking in at 818,255 pages read total, 
this also superseded the library’s goal of 
500,000 pages read for the winter. Stauffer 
and Matt Yergler, who serve as the commis-
sioners’ appointees to the board, provided 
this information in a quarterly update of 
library activities on Monday.

The library is now preparing for its Sum-
mer Reading Program, which will begin 
May 28 and finish July 31. Stauffer said 
adults and teens need to read just 500 pages 
to participate in prizes. The grand prize for 
adults is a pizza-of-the-month gift card from 
Pizza Hut and $200 in Chamber Bucks; the 
grand prize for teens is a $100 gift card. 

The children’s summer reading program 
counts in minutes, which vary by age group 
to earn prizes. The Jim Barron Magic Show 
will kick off summer reading from 4-6 p.m. 
on June 4.

Stauffer also reported that 330 people 

participated in the Friends of the Library 
mini-golf fundraiser, which raised $3,000 
for program costs.

HazMay Day is June 15 
The Solid Waste District board will host 

county-wide HazMay Day from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Saturday, June 15, at Bluffton-Har-
rison Middle School. Collected hazardous 
materials include household items like old 
gasoline and pesticides, pharmaceuticals, 
appliances and electronics. 

Up to four tires, truck or standard, can 
also be disposed of for free. Twelve addi-
tional standard tires cost $2 each, and a limit 
of six truck tires for $5 each. Tractor tire 
disposal costs $75 each. Tires on rims are 
accepted but cost an additional $1. Standard 
television disposal will cost $20; large or 
console televisions will cost $25. 

During the district’s board meeting Mon-
day, Auditor Lisa McCormick reported 
8,250 lbs. of paper were collected during 
the county’s Shred Day — up from roughly 
6,000 lbs. last year despite being held for 
one hour less time.

— Compiled by Holly Gaskill

Wells County Briefs

James L. Roberts, 89, of 
Bluffton, passed away on 
Thursday morning, May 23, 
2024, at Markle Health & 
Rehab Center.

Jim was born on May 6, 
1935 in Wells County to 
Joe and Bernice (Jackson) 
Roberts. He was a lifelong 
resident of Wells County 
and attended Bluffton High 
School. He was a custodian 
at Bluffton Elementary School 
for 24 years, retiring in 1997. He was a 
member of Epworth United Methodist 
Church.

On April 20, 1957, Jim and Edruan Por-
ter were married in Liberty Center. They 
shared 60 years of marriage before her 
passing in 2017.

Jim is survived by two sons, Jerome 
Roberts of Markle and Mark (Shellie 
Coons) Roberts of Albany, Ind., and a 
grandson Rhett Roberts. 

Jim is preceded in death by 
his parents Joe and Bernice, his 
wife Edruan, and a brother Rich-
ard Roberts.

A service to celebrate Jim’s 
life will be held at 11:00 a.m. 
on Tuesday, May 28, 2024 at 
the Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral 
Home in Bluffton. Tony Garton 
will officiate.

Calling hours will be from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m., prior to the ser-
vice on Tuesday at the funeral 

home. Burial will follow at Fairview Cem-
etery in Bluffton.

Memorials may be made to Epworth 
United Methodist Church or Bi-County 
Services.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Lemler fam-
ily of Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral Home 
in Bluffton. Friends can send online con-
dolences to the family at www.thomarich.
com.

James L. Roberts, 89

The Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce is thrilled to announce the expan-
sion of Perma-Column LLC in Ossian. 
The Chamber staff and ambassadors joined 
Perma-Column in celebrating this mile-
stone with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
their facility located at 400 Carol Ann Lane, 
Ossian, IN, 46777. 

Mark Stover, president of Perma-Col-
umn LLC, shared the inspiring journey of 
the company, which began in 2003. “Bob 
Meyer, a pole barn builder, sought an inno-
vative solution to prevent wood posts from 
rotting in the ground. He developed and 
patented the original Perma-Column, a five-
foot precast concrete column reinforced 
with rebar and topped with a U-bracket. 
This design ensures that wooden posts stay 
above ground level, protecting them from 
water-related decay,” explained Stover.

In 2017, Morton Buildings, a leading 
company in the post-frame construction 
industry, acquired Perma-Column. This 
acquisition was a significant step as Morton 
committed to using precast concrete founda-
tions for all its buildings, revolutionizing the 
industry by eliminating the use of wood in 
the ground.

John Russell, then CEO of Morton 
Buildings, reached out to Stover, who had a 
history of successful collaboration with him, 
to lead Perma-Column. Stover, alongside 
Ken Dearing, director of operations, and key 
employees, focused on elevating the indus-
try by producing high-quality products and 
achieving ICC certification. This third-party 
certification confirmed the superior quality 
of Perma-Column products, building trust 
with distributors and customers alike.

Reflecting on the company’s growth, 
Stover added, “There was this core group of 
eight to ten people. Office lights would go 

on at 7:30 in the morning and turn off at 4 
p.m. in the afternoon, running the paint line 
maybe once or twice a week. Today, we 
have almost 50 employees.” Perma-Col-
umn’s growth, highlighted by a new break 
room and a 20,000-square-foot warehouse, 
underscores the strong market demand for 
their products. The acquisition of adjacent 
property further supports future expansion 
and ongoing investments in advanced equip-
ment and the employee development sector. 

Stover also emphasized the unique cul-
ture at Perma-Column as an employee-
owned company. “Every dollar we make 
is ours. It comes to us through stock, profit 
sharing, pay-for-learning programs, and 
investments in new technologies and facili-
ties. Our low turnover rate and the dedica-
tion of our team highlight that we are a great 
place to work. We care about our employees 
and prioritize safety. The rewards are sig-
nificant for those who show up, work hard, 
care for others, and do it safely. “ 

As an employee-owned company, Per-
ma-Column emphasizes creating a thriving 
work environment and maintaining its com-
mitment to innovation and excellence. “We 
are excited about the future and the continu-
ous growth of Perma-Column,” said Stover. 
“Our vision is to build better, build stronger, 
and build to last. With the new property, we 
are well-positioned for future expansion and 
to remain leaders in the industry.”

The Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce congratulates Perma-Column on 
its success and expansion, which signifies 
economic growth and job creation for the 
community. The ribbon-cutting ceremony 
marks not just the physical growth of Per-
ma-Column, but also their commitment to 
excellence and innovation in the construc-
tion industry.

Mark Stover and Ken Dearing of Perma-Column are pictured with their employees and Cham-
ber ambassadors at the ribbon cutting. (Photo submitted)

Chamber celebrates expansion 
of Perma-Column LLC in Ossian

INCIDENTS
County:
Wednesday, 4:02 p.m., 

3600 East Market Street, 
Petroleum. Welfare check 
requested for diabetic sub-
ject.

Wednesday, 8:12 p.m., 
2500W 300S, Liberty Cen-
ter. Report of a motorcycle 
parked improperly.

Wednesday, 8:27 p.m., 
4400W 900S, Poneto. Caller 
reported white car driving 
slowly by cemetery. Unable 
to locate, possibly a ghost 
car.

Wednesday, 10:31 p.m., 
North 450E and East 500N, 
Craigville. Caller reported 
dog yelping near the area, 
could not see a dog. No dog 
found.

Thursday, 12:57 a.m., 

7600S 1000W, Warren. 
Report of a vehicle slide 
off.

Thursday , 4:37 a.m., 
9700N 200W, Markle. 
Report of suspicious man 
looking in windows. No one 
found.

Thursday, 7:42 a.m., 
100E 100S, Bluffton. Depu-
ty requested to stand by for 
property exchange.

Thursday, 8:07 a.m., 
3800N 100E, Bluffton. Call-
er reported someone stole 
their truck

Ossian:
Thursday, 6:47 a.m., S.R. 

1 and East 1200N, Ossian. 
Report of a vehicle that 
drove off the roadway with 
a passed out driver. After it 
was determined the accident 
was in Allen County officer 

responded to different emer-
gency call.

ARRESTS
Jeremy Joe Turner, 50, 

Bluffton; provide false infor-
mation on drivers license 
application, a Class A misde-
meanor.

Chelsea Kay Patton, 34, 
Bluffton; contempt of court 
— civil.

Marline Denisse Hernan-
dez, 19, Bluffton; posses-
sion of marijuana, a Class 
B misdemeanor, and operat-
ing without ever receiving 
a license, a Class C misde-
meanor.

Shane Allen Kieler, 35, 
Bluffton; theft — vehicle, a 
Level 6 felony, and operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxicat-
ed, a Class C misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $5,500.

Indiana lottery expected to send 
$370 million surplus to state

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The Hoosier Lottery projects it’ll send 
more than $368 million in surplus revenue 
to the state of Indiana, an increase from last 
year, according to presentations given at a 
Wednesday meeting.

That’s 10%, or $32 million, more than 
the lottery originally budgeted to deliver.

“(Fiscal year) 2024 was another out-
standing year in performance and operation. 
It showed us that we remain healthy and that 
the Hoosier Lottery continues to be well 
positioned for success,” said Donald Redic, 
who spoke on behalf of the lottery’s contract 
operator, IGT Indiana. The company han-
dles product development, marketing, sales 
and distribution services.

The lottery expects to have earned an 
eye-popping $1.7 billion in revenue by July, 
which marks the end of its fiscal year. It’ll 
have paid out $1.1 billion in prize expenses 
by then, according to the preliminary and 
unaudited data.

And, because the lottery surpassed its 
financial goals, it’s expected to pay IGT 
Indiana an incentive payment of $20 mil-
lion. If it had come up short, the perfor-
mance-based contract would’ve required the 
operator to hand over a shortfall payment.

“Our commitment remains the same: to 
maximize revenue for the state of Indiana in 
a socially responsible manner,” Redic said. 
He is IGT Indiana’s chief operating officer 
and general manager.

In its business plan for the upcoming fis-

cal year, IGT Indiana pitched a $1.692 bil-
lion sales goal, slightly lower than 2024’s 
$1.697 billion goal.

“Over the past six years, we have experi-
enced 36% growth. We recognize the chal-
lenge to the industry that the industry is fac-
ing to sustain this growth,” Redic said. “But 
our focus remains on continuous optimiza-
tion across the entire portfolio.

That included a 1% increase in the rev-
enue goal for scratch-offs, the lottery’s 
largest revenue source. But sales have flat-
tened.

“We have seen a more national change 
with scratch sales — softening a little bit — 
but we usually bounce back pretty quickly,” 
the lottery’s Executive Director Sarah Tay-
lor told reporters. “So we hope to have that 
happen, and that’s why we’re planning the 
way we are for this coming fiscal year.”

She and Redic said the lottery would add 
more higher-priced games to reflect player 
preferences, keep using licensed properties 
consumers know and love in games and 
continue exploring special printing with 
neon colors, foils and more.

To avoid paying the lottery a shortfall 
in the next fiscal year, IGT Indiana must 
ensure the lottery nets at least $322 million 
for the state. To earn a bonus, the lottery 
must net at least $342 million.

Surplus money returned to the state goes 
toward retirement and pension funds for 
police, firefighters and teachers, as well as 
to lower the motor vehicle excise tax by as 
much as 50%.

Follow us on Twitter at... twitter.com/newsbanner

Indiana tax changes drive 
General Fund expectation miss

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Tax revenue to Indiana’s General Fund 
tumbled more than 12% below projections 
last month, according to the latest state rev-
enue report.

The fund took in about $2.7 billion dur-
ing April, or $393 million less than expected 
in a December state revenue forecast.

But the fund is still keeping pace year-to-
date, with collections $23 million or 0.1% 
greater than forecasted.

A decline in individual income tax col-
lections contributed to the monthly miss. 
The state received $1.5 billion instead of 
$1.8 billion, falling $300 million — or 17% 
— short of predictions.

In commentary, the State Budget Agency 
noted that taxpayers have for the last year 
been adjusting to 2023 legal changes, result-
ing in “unusual payment timing.”

“Various timing factors impact this 
month’s withholdings and other individual 
income tax collections. The below-men-
tioned performance in withholdings and 
other individual income tax collections 
should be interpreted within the perspective 

of total individual income tax collections 
and within the fiscal year-to-date trend,” the 
agency wrote. “These factors are projected 
to fully normalize over the coming months 
and month-to-month variations may still 
occur.”

The state is still $87 million, or 1%, 
ahead of individual income tax projections 
year-to-date.

Lower corporate tax collections also 
played a role. The state took in about $201 
million, or about 33%, less than anticipated.

“Differences relative to monthly esti-
mates are likely as various factors may 
impact monthly revenue activity including 
payment and refund timing, late payments, 
and more,” the agency wrote. “Corporate 
tax collections should be interpreted within 
the fiscal year-to-date trend.”

But year-to-date, they’re still down near-
ly 12% from expectations.

April is a key month for both individual 
income and corporate taxes because it’s one 
of four quarterly deadline months. Year-
over-year comparisons in both are compli-
cated by a variety of legal changes, per the 
agency.
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Other Opinions

By The Associated Press
Today is Friday, May 24, the 145th 

day of 2024. There are 221 days left 
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History: On 
May 24, 1935, the first Major League 
Baseball game to be played at night 
took place at Cincinnati’s Crosley 
Field as the Reds beat the Philadel-
phia Phillies, 2-1.

On this date:
In 1844, Samuel F.B. Morse trans-

mitted the message “What hath God 
wrought” from Washington to Balti-
more as he formally opened Ameri-
ca’s first telegraph line.

In 1937, in a set of rulings, the U.S. 
Supreme Court upheld the constitu-
tionality of the Social Security Act of 
1935.

In 1941, the German battleship 
Bismarck sank the British battle cruis-
er HMS Hood in the North Atlantic, 
killing all but three of the 1,418 men 

on board.
In 1961, a group of Freedom Rid-

ers was arrested after arriving at a 
bus terminal in Jackson, Mississippi, 
charged with breaching the peace 
for entering white-designated areas. 
(They ended up serving 60 days in 
jail.)

In 1962, astronaut Scott Carpenter 
became the second American to orbit 
the Earth as he flew aboard Aurora 7.

In 1974, American jazz composer 
and bandleader Duke Ellington, 75, 
died in New York.

In 1976, Britain and France opened 
trans-Atlantic Concorde supersonic 
transport service to Washington.

In 1980, Iran rejected a call by the 
World Court in The Hague to release 
the American hostages.

In 1994, four Islamic fundamental-
ists convicted of bombing New York’s 
World Trade Center in 1993 were 
each sentenced to 240 years in prison.

In 1995, former British Prime Min-
ister Harold Wilson died in London at 
age 79.

In 2006, “An Inconvenient Truth,” 
a documentary about former Vice 
President Al Gore’s campaign against 
global warming, went into limited 
release.

In 2011, Oprah Winfrey taped the 
final episode of her long-running talk 
show.

2018, Jerry Maren, the last sur-
viving Munchkin from the 1939 film 
“The Wizard of Oz,” died at a San 
Diego nursing home; he was 99.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor-come-
dian-impressionist Stanley Baxter is 
98. Jazz musician Archie Shepp is 87. 
Comedian Tommy Chong is 86. Sing-
er Bob Dylan is 83. Actor Gary Burg-
hoff is 81. Singer Patti LaBelle is 80. 
Actor Priscilla Presley is 79. Country 
singer Mike Reid is 77. Actor Jim 
Broadbent is 75. 
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Can a state 
stop abortion travel?

Two years after the Supreme Court reversed Roe v. 
Wade, some states have moved to limit abortions while 
others become sanctuaries. The figures tell the story: In 
2023, according to the Guttmacher Institute, patients 
traveling across state lines accounted for 41% of abor-
tions in Illinois, 69% in Kansas, and 71% in New Mexi-
co. Each of those states borders tighter jurisdictions.

The political fallout still isn’t clear, but a legal ques-
tion now percolating is whether restrictive states can 
make it a crime to help a woman obtain an abortion 
elsewhere. Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall 
has argued yes, but the answer from a federal court 
last week is no. “The Attorney General cannot consti-
tutionally prosecute people for acts taken within the 
State meant to facilitate lawful out of state conduct, 
including obtaining an abortion,” writes Judge Myron 
Thompson.

Alabama has a law punishing any “conspiracy 
formed in this state to do an act beyond the state, 
which, if done in this state, would be a criminal of-
fense.” The state was sued by the nonprofit Yellow-
hammer Fund, the Alabama Women’s Center and other 
plaintiffs. Collectively, the judge says, they “receive 
as many as 95 weekly inquiries from clients about the 
availability of out-of-state abortions.” Before respond-
ing, they want a declaratory judgment that they can’t 
be prosecuted.

In a motion to dismiss, Mr. Marshall argued Ala-
bama’s law “does not forbid a woman from leaving the 
state to obtain an abortion,” but instead merely “regu-
lates certain assistance,” and in any case it’s “support-
ed by strong, legitimate interests including preserv-
ing unborn life.” So far Judge Thompson has merely 
denied the motion to dismiss, although in a way that 
suggests his view of the law and the Constitution.

The core of his ruling is on the right to travel. The 
judge says it goes back at least to the Magna Carta in 
1215, which promised “all merchants may enter or 
leave England unharmed and without fear.”

After U.S. independence, the Articles of Confedera-
tion guaranteed citizens “free ingress and regress to 
and from any other State,” with “all the privileges of 
trade and commerce.” This was the backdrop for the 
Constitution, which entitles Americans today “to all 
Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several 
States.”

Justice Brett Kavanaugh went a similar route in a 
concurrence to Dobbs, the ruling overturning Roe. 
“As I see it,” he said, “some of the other abortion-
related legal questions raised by today’s decision are 
not especially difficult as a constitutional matter. For 
example, may a State bar a resident of that State from 
traveling to another State to obtain an abortion? In my 
view, the answer is no based on the constitutional right 
to interstate travel.”

Judge Thompson’s small extension is to say that if a 
state can’t directly stop women from leaving for abor-
tions, “it cannot accomplish the same end indirectly 
by prosecuting those who assist them.” If Alabama 
held such power, it’s hard to see the limiting prin-
ciple. Other states could try to enforce their values by 
punishing anyone who helps their citizens fly to Las 
Vegas to gamble, to Colorado to smoke marijuana, or 
to Alaska to hunt majestic grizzly bears.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

Felons have rights, too
Voting is not a privilege. It’s a right. But one group of 

citizens has been long denied that right in parts of the coun-
try.

In half the states, including California, people convicted 
of felonies who have served their time in prison re-enter 
their communities with the right to vote automatically and 
immediately restored. In Vermont, Maine and the District 
of Columbia, people retain their right to vote even when 
incarcerated.

But the other 25 states have at least some temporary 
voting restrictions on people formerly incarcerated on 
felony convictions. In 10 of those states, people convicted 
of certain crimes, such as murder and rape, are prohibited 
from voting permanently, unless in most cases the governor 
pardons them.

Forbidding people who finished prison sentences to vote 
is profoundly unjust — and unwise. It’s difficult enough for 
people convicted of a serious crime to make their way back 
into their communities, find jobs and reestablish relation-
ships with family and friends. Disenfranchising them only 
stifles their efforts to re-engage not just in society but in our 
democracy. It’s even more outrageous when you consider 
that people returning from prison are counted in the U.S. 
census for purposes of representation in Congress and for 
the electoral college. (Even in prison, they get counted. )

So, it’s encouraging that Sen. Laphonza Butler 
(D-Calif.) has introduced a bill, the Next Step Home Act, 
that would restore voting rights in elections for federal 
offices, such as members of Congress, to some who were 
convicted of a felony and sentenced to federal prison when 
they return to their communities and finish out their parole 
(or probation in some cases). It would not apply to state 
elections.

So why would she seek to help only this particular seg-
ment of the former prison felon population? Because, it 
seems, that is what has a chance of passing both houses of 
Congress. This would need 60 votes to overcome a filibus-
ter in the Senate, and according to a spokesperson for But-
ler, anchoring it to the First Step Act could help it garner 
the bipartisan goodwill of that previous bill.

In fact, there are at least three other Senate bills — the 
Democracy Restoration Act by Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin 
(D-Md.), the Freedom to Vote Act by Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
(D-Minn.) and the Inclusive Democracy Act by Sen. Peter 
Welch (D-Vt.) — that would restore the right to vote in 
federal elections to all formerly convicted felons. Butler is a 
co-sponsor of all three.

The bigger question is why is there such resistance to 
restoring the rights of people who were convicted of a 
felony. There is no valid reason or public safety concern 
that would argue against it. Giving back voting rights to a 
person released from prison is not the same as giving them 
a right to own a gun.

Of course, we hope that Butler’s bill passes — even if 
it just chips away at the disenfranchisement of one group 
of people who were formerly convicted. But if Congress 
were really acting fairly and smartly, it would pass one 
of the bills that restores federal voting rights to all people 
convicted of felonies who have served their time. To ignore 
them is a transgression of justice and a violation of their 
constitutional rights.

THE LOS ANGELES TIMES

Today in History

The Trump trial and 2016 election truthers
Former President Donald Trump and some Repub-

licans famously rejected the results of the 2020 elec-
tion. Trump called the election rigged. He encouraged 
the Jan. 6 protest at the Capitol that turned into a riot. 
And he and his supporters filed dozens of lawsuits to 
challenge Joe Biden’s narrow victories in some key 
states. Trump lost them all; in the end, his legal effort 
to change the 2020 result was a resounding failure.

But Trump’s work was amateur hour compared to 
the lawfare practiced by Democrats seeking to under-
mine the results of the 2016 election, the one that 
made Donald Trump president of the United States. 
What is perhaps most remarkable is that eight years 
later, it’s still going on.

The leading edge of 2016 denialism was, of 
course, the Russia investigation, which Trump calls 
the Russia hoax. Turbocharged by the Hillary Clin-
ton/DNC-financed Steele dossier — which was an 
actual hoax — the widespread political and media 
clamor for a criminal investigation of Trump over-
whelmed the first months of his presidency and led to 
the appointment of special counsel Robert Mueller in 
May 2017. Mueller’s search for Trump-Russia “col-
lusion” ended two years later when Mueller admitted 
he could not establish that any conspiracy or coordi-
nation ever happened. Although a number of figures 
around Trump were charged with unrelated or pro-
cess crimes, Mueller never charged Trump or anyone 
associated with him with scheming with Russia to fix 
the 2016 election. 

After all the hysteria, speculation, media talk, and 
dark accusations, “collusion” was ... nothing. Never-
theless, collusion die-hards still maintain that Trump 
conspired with Russia and that Russian attempts to 
interfere with the 2016 election might have tipped the 
vote to Trump ove Clinton. One of those die-hards 
is Hillary Clinton herself, who in 2019 said, “You 
can run the best campaign, you can even become the 
nominee, and you can have the election stolen from 
you.”

All that might seem like ancient history except 
for The People of the State of New York v. Donald J. 
Trump. Last year, Alvin Bragg, the elected Democrat-
ic district attorney of Manhattan — he was elected on 
a platform that included going after Trump — filed 
34 felony counts against the former president, all 
based on allegedly false bookkeeping. Normally, 
those charges, even if warranted, are a misdemeanor, 
and these were long past the statute of limitations. 
But Bragg found a way to turn them into felonies.

What Bragg did was to charge Trump with falsify-
ing business records “with intent to commit another 
crime.” The problem was, Bragg did not specify that 
other crime, although his prosecutors gave the judge 
“theories” about what they called Trump’s 2016 
“election interference.” By the time of opening state-
ments last month, prosecutors still had not settled on 
a specific secondary crime, but they had developed a 
full-blown conspiracy theory about the 2016 election. 
And it’s not some sort of narrative that critics charac-
terize as a conspiracy theory — it’s a real conspiracy 
theory.

“This case is about a criminal conspiracy and a 
cover-up,” prosecutor Michael Colangelo said at the 

beginning of the prosecution’s opening 
statement. (You may know Colangelo’s 
name because he is the high-ranking Biden 
Justice Department official who joined 
Bragg’s team for the purpose of prosecuting 
Trump.) Colangelo continued: “The defen-
dant, Donald Trump, orchestrated a criminal 
scheme to corrupt the 2016 election; then 
he covered up that criminal conspiracy by 
lying in his New York business records over 
and over and over again.”

Colangelo went on to weave a tale in 
which Trump, then-National Enquirer chief 
David Pecker and Trump lawyer Michael 
Cohen “formed a conspiracy ... to influ-
ence the presidential election by concealing negative 
information about Mr. Trump in order to help him get 
elected.” 

“You had three parts of this conspiracy,” Colan-
gelo told the jury. “You had the agreement to run 
positive coverage; you had the agreement to attack 
his opponents; and then the core of the conspiracy 
was David Pecker’s agreement to act as the eyes and 
ears for the campaign in an effort to locate damaging 
information about the defendant and then take steps 
to try to bury it to help Trump get elected.” 

Reading this, you might notice one thing about 
this conspiracy: Nothing that Colangelo described 
was illegal. Maybe it was shady, maybe it was 
ethically challenged, but it was not illegal. And yet 
Trump is now facing 34 felony charges and a maxi-
mum sentence of 136 years in prison. This Demo-
cratic conspiracy theory has turned into something 
very, very serious.

“It was election fraud, pure and simple,” Colan-
gelo said. And then he added something heard from 
conspiracy enthusiasts everywhere: “We will never 
know, and it doesn’t matter, if this conspiracy was the 
difference-maker in a close election.” That of course, 
implies that it might have been the difference-maker, 
thereby surely warming the hearts of Clinton and her 
dead-ender followers everywhere.

It’s worth noting that for all Colangelo’s talk, 
Trump is not charged with conspiracy. He is not 
charged with corrupting the election, whatever 
that might mean. As the former federal prosecutor 
Andrew McCarthy wrote: “In point of fact, there is 
no such information-suppression conspiracy crime in 
the law, and the indictment against Trump does not 
charge a conspiracy.” And yet that phantom accusa-
tion is the basis for elevating Trump’s alleged misde-
meanors into a charge that could imprison him for the 
rest of his life.

In casual conversations recently, it has become 
clear that some Republicans have had a difficult time 
wrapping their head around what Bragg and Colan-
gelo are doing. A 2016 election conspiracy? Didn’t 
that sort of thing end with Mueller? How could 
Democrats focus so feverishly on Trump’s 2020 elec-
tion denial while doing some of the same stuff them-
selves, only on the much more serious level of trying 
to send Trump to prison? It might be hard to believe, 
but it is happening.

© 2024 BYRON YORK

Byron
York



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene ShefferBUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Story of son’s recovery to 
inspire families of addicts

Dear Annie: My son survived heroin 
addiction 18 years ago. He was quite 
young and only used the drug for around 
two years, but they were a terrifying two 
years. During that time, I helped enroll 
him in a methadone program, a live-in 
program (three times) and other pro-
grams. 

People around me were critical and 
told me no program would help him until 
he wanted to get better. I explained that 
my goal was to keep him alive until he 
decided he wanted to get better. He even-
tually decided he was tired of stealing 
and feeling sick all the time. He admit-
ted that he had thought about suicide but 
knew that it would ruin my life forever 
and he didn’t want that. He enrolled in 
a local live-in program for the third time 
— his idea, not mine. This program was 
free of charge to people without health 
insurance. A wonderful counselor took 
my son under his wing and took him seri-
ously when my son said he wanted to get 
better. 

Things worked out, and he has not 
gone back on opiates. He also quit drink-
ing alcohol and smoking cigarettes. My 
son thanks me for saving his life. He did 
all the work, though, and is now a won-
derful father of a young boy and partner 
to his son’s mother. He is the oldest of 
three children, and everyone in my fam-
ily is proud of him (his dad is out of the 
picture). 

I know I was lucky. Plenty of parents 
with addicted children do everything 
right and their children still die. I hope 
my letter inspires the parents of addicts 
to not give up on their children. I know 
some addicts aren’t going to get better, 
and l would never criticize family mem-
bers who gave up on someone after doing 
all the right things and seeing no results. 
This letter is meant to encourage people 
who feel helpless in the face of a family 
member who is addicted. Thank you. — 
Blessed Mom

Dear Blessed: Thank you for sharing 
this moving story. I hope it inspires any 
struggling parents out there to never lose 

hope. 
Dear  Annie : 

Can you help me 
get over my irrita-
tion with things 
that I find, well, 
irritating? Things 
like people who 
look up into space 
while they talk, 
as if pontificat-
ing great wisdom 
for the masses. I 
just want to snap 
my fingers in their faces and say, “Hey! 
I’m down here!” Or people who talk 
with their hands, even while driving! I’ve 
noticed more and more talking heads on 
TV with this habit. I wish the cameras 
would only shoot them from the neck up!

And speaking of TV, is there some 
sort of contest among women as to who 
can have the longest hair cascading down 
their right shoulders? And what’s with 
their high-pitched little girl voices?

I find myself seeing these mannerisms 
more and more, and becoming more and 
more irritated with them. I don’t believe 
I’m an intolerant or judgmental person 
ordinarily (you can spot one a mile away, 
after all!), but I guess I am. Help, please. 
— Intolerant 

Dear Intolerant: It’s normal to have 
pet peeves, but persistent irritation with 
things of this nature is not. Ultimately, 
getting yourself so worked up over things 
you can’t control only hurts you more 
than it does anything else. 

Reflect on what these annoyances 
might really be about for you. When you 
notice yourself feeling annoyed, try redi-
recting your focus to something positive 
or use humor to lighten your perspective 
on these human quirks. Make an active 
effort to show grace for others. Life is far 
better lived with empathy, understanding 
and compassion than criticism and judg-
ment.

Send your questions for Annie Lane to 
dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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institutions were based 

on faith in God

  TV & Entertainment Weekly | May 18 - 24, 2024    | 15 Friday prime time

05/24 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
(4:30) < Movie Creflo 

Dollar 
Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Jewish 
Jesus 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Truths 
That 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Prop. Conn 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel "Big 
Money" (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Lingo (SP) (N) Lingo (N) Blue Bloods Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Hawaii Five-0 "Pale 'la" Hawaii Five-0 "Hoku 

Welowelo" 
Hawaii Five-0 "Ma lalo 
o ka 'ili" 

Hawaii Five-0 "Ho'i 
Hou" 

WNBA On ION 
Pregame Show (N) 

Basketball Indiana Fever at Los Angeles Sparks
From Walter Pyramid in Long Beach, Calif. (L) (N) 

Bull "Benevolent 
Deception" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Shark Tank 20/20 Unforgettable true crime mysteries, exclusive 
newsmaker interviews and investigative reports. (N)

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Night 
Court 

Night 
Court 

Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful 
documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

King "Bun 
Dummy" 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Penn & Teller: Fool Us 100 Days to Indy (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 

Burgers 
Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Great Estates of 
Scotland "Inveraray" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Primetime 
39 

Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Perform. Leslie Odom Jr. portrays a Black preacher 
who schemes to reclaim his inheritance. (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Washin-
gton Wk 

Firing-
Hoover 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Great Estates of 
Scotland "Inveraray" 

Context The Day PBS NewsHour (N) Washing-
ton Wk (N)

Firing-
Hoover (N)

Perform. Leslie Odom Jr. portrays a Black preacher 
who schemes to reclaim his inheritance. (N) 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Poetry
"Steps" 

Firing-
Hoover 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

News at 
10 (N) 

Locker 
Room (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Grey's Anatomy "Look 
Up Child" 

Grey's Anatomy
"Tradition" 

Grey's Anatomy "I'm 
Still Standing" 

Anatomy "Someone 
Saved My Life Tonight" 

Grey's Anatomy "Here 
Comes the Sun" 

(:05) Anatomy "Some 
Kind of Tomorrow" 

(:05) Grey's Anatomy
"Hotter Than Hell" 

Anatomy "Someone 
Saved My Life Tonight" 

FX  24 132 136 148 Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
(2:30) < Lost 
World: Jur... 

<++ Jumanji (1995, Children) Bonnie Hunt,
Kirsten Dunst, Robin Williams. 

<+++ Jurassic Park (1993, Adventure) Laura Dern, Jeff Goldblum, Sam 
Neill. 

<++ The Lost World: Jurassic Park (1997, Adventure)
Julianne Moore, Pete Postlethwaite, Jeff Goldblum. 

PARMT  30  241 241 
(4:00) Yellowstone 
"Daybreak" 

Yellowstone "Kill the 
Messenger" 

Yellowstone "No Good 
Horses" 

Yellowstone "The Long 
Black Train" 

Yellowstone "Coming 
Home" 

Yellowstone "The 
Remembering" 

Yellowstone "A 
Monster Is Among Us" 

Yellowstone "The 
Unravelling: Pt. 1" 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) SportsCenter (L) (N) NHL Hockey Conference Final: Teams TBA The latest hockey action from 

across the NHL. (L) (N) 
SportsCenter With 
Scott Van Pelt (L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 College Softball College Softball College Softball College Softball

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line In the 

Spotlight 
Cardinals 
Kids TV 

Cardinals 
Insider 

Cardinals! 
Pre (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball Chicago Cubs at St. Louis Cardinals From Busch Stadium in St. 
Louis. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

Cardinals 
Insider 

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 1 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(3:30) <+++ Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince (‘09) Rupert Grint, Daniel Radcliffe. 

<+++ Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 (2010, Fantasy)
Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. 

(:10) <+++ Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 (2011, Fantasy) 
Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Gold Rush "Gold and 
Sharks" 

Gold Rush "Parker 
Comes of Age" 

Gold Rush "The Kid vs. 
The King" 

To Be Announced (N) Gold Rush-Res. 
"Trommageddon" 

Mysteries of "The 
Aviatrix's Sanctuary" 

Mysteries of "Secrets of 
the SS United States" 

To Be Announced 

TLC  36 73 183 280 90 Day Fiancé: Love 90 Day Fiancé: Love 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day "More to Love: The Couples Grim" (N) 90 Day (N) MILF Manor 90 Day 90 Day Fiancé

HIST  38 77 120 269 
The UnXplained 
"Strange Technology" 

The UnXplained "The 
Power of Prophecy" 

The UnXplained "Holy 
Relics" 

The UnXplained
"Mysterious Earth" 

UnXplained "Venus: 
Earth's Evil Twin" (N) 

(:05) The UnXplained
"Superhuman Feats" 

(:05) The UnXplained
"Mysteries of Mars" 

(:05) The UnXplained 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Bridge of Lies" The First 48 First 48 "Think Twice" First 48 "The Invitation" The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48 (:05) The First 48

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< Over the Moon in Love (2019, Romance) Wes 
Brown, Miranda Frigon, Jessica Lowndes. 

< A Fabled Holiday (2022, Romance) Ryan 
Paevey, Daphne Hoskins, Brooke D'Orsay. 

< Northern Lights of Christmas (2018, Romance)
Melody Johnson, Corey Sevier, Ashley Williams. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(3:35) <++ Moonfall (‘22) Patrick 
Wilson, John Bradley, Halle Berry. 

<+++ Star Trek (2009, Sci-Fi) Zachary Quinto, Leonard Nimoy,
Chris Pine. 

(:15) <++ The Mummy (1999, Adventure) Rachel Weisz, John Hannah,
Brendan Fraser. 

Reginald "The Truth 
About the Truth" 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <+++ Friday (‘95) Ice Cube. (:55) <++ Next Friday (‘00) Mike Epps, Ice Cube. (:55) <+ Friday After Next Ice Cube. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:15) <++ Wonder Woman 1984 
(‘20) Chris Pine, Gal Gadot. 

All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (N) 

NBA Tip-Off (L) (N) NBA Basketball Western Conference Final, Game 2: Teams TBA
Professional basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) 

Inside the NBA (L) (N) Rich "Saints, Sinners and 
an NFL Scandal" (N) 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:00) <++ Pearl 
Harbor (‘01) Ben Affleck. 

<++ National Treasure (2004, Adventure) Diane Kruger, Justin Bartha,
Nicolas Cage. 

<++ National Treasure: Book of Secrets (2007, Action) Jon Voight,
Harvey Keitel, Nicolas Cage. 

(:05) <++ Lethal 
Weapon 4 Mel Gibson. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park South Park To Be Announced 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
NASCAR Race Hub (L) 
(N) 

ARCA Menards Series Charlotte Racing action 
from the ARCA Menards Series. (L) (N) 

RaceDay
Charlotte 

NASCAR Truck Series North Carolina Education Lottery 200
From Charlotte Motor Speedway in Concord, N.C. (L) (N) 

The 600 Pokerstars Big Game 
on Tour 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 "Karma's a Bitch" 9-1-1 "Trapped" 9-1-1 Love After Lockup Love After Lockup (N) The Barnes Bunch (N) Love After Lockup True Crime Story 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Best Bite "Newport" (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Best Bite "Newport" 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck <+++ Air Force One (‘97) Gary Oldman, Harrison Ford. (P) <+++ Air Force One Harrison Ford. 
NICK  68  170 299 (4:30) <++ Sonic the Hedgehog James Marsden. <++ Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (‘22) Jim Carrey, James Marsden. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City <+++ Aladdin (‘92) Scott Weinger. (:40) Big City (:05) Big City Big City Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
<++ Ice Age: The Meltdown (‘06, Ani) Voices of 
John Leguizamo, Denis Leary, Ray Romano. 

<++ Garfield: The Movie (‘04, Children) Jennifer 
Love Hewitt, Stephen Tobolowsky, Breckin Meyer. 

<+++ The Secret Life of Pets (2016, Animated)
Voices of Eric Stonestreet, Kevin Hart, Louis C.K.. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
The Sympathizer (:55) The Jinx: Part Two

"Chapter 11:" 
(:55) <+++ Mad Max: Fury Road (2015, Action)
Charlize Theron, Nicholas Hoult, Tom Hardy. 

We're Here (N) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

We're Here The Sympathizer 

MAX  325  310 515 
(3:55) < The 
Last Stand 

(:40) <++++ Aliens (1986, Sci-Fi) Carrie Henn, Michael Biehn,
Sigourney Weaver. 

<+++ Hellboy II: The Golden Army (2008, 
Action) Selma Blair, Doug Jones, Ron Perlman. 

<+ House at the End of the Street
(‘12) Max Thieriot, Jennifer Lawrence. 

(:40) <++ Carrie (‘13) Julianne 
Moore, Chloe Grace Moretz. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:15) <++ Daddy's 
Home (‘15) Will Ferrell. 

< Dead for a Dollar (2022, Thriller) Willem Dafoe,
Rachel Brosnahan, Christoph Waltz. 

<+++ The Hateful Eight (2015, Western) Kurt Russell, Jennifer Jason Leigh,
Samuel L. Jackson. 

The Chi "Want This 
Smoke" 

< Before the Devil 
Knows You're Dead 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:35) < Wifelike (‘22) Elena 
Kampouris, Jonathan Rhys Meyers. 

(:25) < Operation Odessa (‘18) Tony 
Galeota, Dick Gregorie, Juan Almeida.

<++ Shaft (‘00) Vanessa Williams, 
Jeffrey Wright, Samuel L. Jackson. (P) 

(:40) <+ Belly (‘98) DMX, Taral Hicks,
Nasir Jones. (P) 

(:15) < Belly 2: Millionaire Boyz 
Club (‘08) The Game. (P) 

(:35) < Who 
Killed Coo... 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: My son 
was highly honored to be 
awarded a full scholar-
ship to one of our nation’s 
most prestigious universi-
ties. He’s been shocked to 
see firsthand the diaboli-
cal agenda of many of the 
professors – preventing 
students from disagreeing 
and standing on the fact 
that America was founded 
on godly principles. What 
has happened to our educa-
tion system in America? No 
wonder our country’s edu-
cation rankings are falling 
behind the rest of the world. 
This is shameful! – E.A.

Answer: The roots of 
our educational institutions 
were based on faith in God. 
Harvard University, as an 
example, was founded in 

1636. In John Har-
vard’s bequest to the 

school, he left several rules 
and precepts that were to 
be observed by the college 
bearing his name. The sec-
ond rule states:

“Let every student be 
plainly instructed and ear-
nestly pressed to consider 
well the main end of [his/
her] life and studies is to 
know God and Jesus Christ 
which is eternal life.”

Mr. Harvard wanted 
higher education to be a 
place where people would 
come to study the Bible, 
and he was not alone. 
Dartmouth College was 
founded by an ordained 
clergyman with a desire to 
establish a school where 
[students] could be trained 
in the truth of the Gospel. 
Yale and Columbia (King’s 

College) Universities had 
similar foundations. What 
happened? People grew 
complacent and thought 
they did not need God any-
more. This is the story of 
the human race. We want 
God to bless us, but we 
don’t want to honor Him.

Much of the world 
in search of knowledge 
ignores God. Young people 
graduate with more knowl-
edge than ever before, 
but in spite of it, they are 
confused and bewildered. 
“The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge” 
(Proverbs 1:7, NKJV).

(This column is based on 
the words and writings of 
the late Rev. Billy Graham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



By RICK SPRUNGER
CONVERSE — Norwell needed a total 

team effort to win the Class 3A softball sec-
tional Thursday night.

And a total team effort is what coach 
Kevin Baird got as Norwell breezed to a 
surprisingly easy 12-4 win over a good Bell-
mont team that had already beaten it once 
by a 12-2 score. 

“First of all, Bellmont is a really great 
team,” said Baird after the game, tipping his 
cap to the other side. “We just really wanted 
this one. We have a young team, and I told 
them before the game that you just gotta 
believe. Good teams are going to punch 
you,” he continued, referring to that earlier 
one-sided loss to the Braves. “You’ve gotta 
punch back. And we had a lot of girls really 
step up tonight.”

Start with the offense.
Norwell banged out 13 hits off two 

Bellmont pitchers, including three each by 
Nevada Lenwell and Reese Frauhiger and a 
home run by Makayla Young.

Lenwell’s two-run single in the second 
inning staked the Knights to an early 2-0 
lead. Another two-run base knock in the 
third gave her team the lead for good at 4-3, 
and she led off the fifth with another base 

hit to start a four-run inning that put the 
game away.

“She has been really hot,” said Baird of 
his senior first baseman. “She’s had five hits 
in her last two games. She’s got really good 
discipline at the plate, and she takes a lot of 
pitches.”

Frauhiger singled and scored in Nor-
well’s three-run third-inning uprising and 
drove in one run with a hit in the fourth 
and two more with a big two-out single an 
inning later.

“That last hit gave us the two insurance 
runs we needed,” said Baird.

And then there was Young, who came 
to bat with a runner on base in the fifth and 
promptly smacked the first pitch she saw 
from Bella Ashley well over the fence in 
straightaway center field.

“She’s a sophomore, and this is her first 
year on the varsity,” said Baird, “and this 
was her second career home run. Her first 
was last night.”

Meanwhile, Sami Lemler was handcuff-
ing the Bellmont offense.

She scattered six Bellmont hits while 
striking out seven batters and stranding 
eight baserunners.

Two of Bellmont’s four runs were 

unearned.
“She really wanted the ball tonight,” said 

Baird. “She pitched the first game against 
Bellmont, and it wasn’t her best game. But 
she said, ‘I want this game.’ That’s just great 
senior leadership.”

But, as if Lemler’s pitching wasn’t 
enough to get the job done, she got great 
support from the defense behind her.

Particularly noteworthy were a spar-
kling double play turned by the infield on 
a sacrifice bunt in the fifth and two run-

ning catches in center field by Jordan Mar-
kley.

The double play came with Norwell 
leading, 8-3, and Bellmont trying to get 
something started.

Taylor Bauer led off the inning with a 
single, and Ashley sacrificed her to second.

Bauer tried to steal an extra base on the 
throw to first, but Lenwell gunned her down 
with a bullet throw to Leah Werling at third 
base.
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FRIDAY, MAY 24
BASEBALL: (Sectional) Southern Wells vs. Liberty Chris-

tian at Wes-Del, 5 p.m. 
SATURDAY,  MAY 25
BASEBALL: Bellmont at Norwell, 11 a.m.; Bluffton at South 

Adams, 1 p.m.
MONDAY, MAY 27
BOYS GOLF: Bluffton, Southern Wells at Southwood 

Knights Invitational, 10 a.m.
TUESDAY, MAY 28
BOYS GOLF: Adams Central at Norwell, 4:30 p.m.; South-

ern Wells at Bluffton, 4:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL: (Regional) Norwell at TBD, 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 29
No events scheduled.
THURSDAY, MAY 30
No events scheduled.
FRIDAY, MAY 31
BOYS GOLF: (Sectional) Bluffton, Norwell and Southern 

Wells at Timber Ridge, 9 a.m.
TRACK & FIELD: (Girls state) Norwell at Robert C. Haugh 

Track & Field Complex, Indiana University, 3 p.m.
SATURDAY, JUNE 1
TRACK & FIELD: (Boys state) Norwell at Robert C. Haugh 

Track & Field Complex, Indiana University, 3 p.m.

High School Calendar

Norwell had a successful day at the track and field 
regional championship meet Thursday night at Carroll.

The team finished in third place overall, scoring 36.50 
team points. They were behind Homestead (72) and 
Northrop (65.50) for the top spot.

The Knights will be sending one relay team and three 
events to the state meet next week at Indiana University 
Bloomington on Saturday, June 1.

The 4x100m relay team was the regional champion 
with a time of 42.49. The team was Devin Dale, Trevon 
Stoppenhagen, Ryan Smith and Jase Harmon

Stoppenhagen and Dale finished second and third in 
the 200m with times of 21.76 and 21.88.

Finally, Stoppenhagen made it in the 100m with a 
time of 10.63.

Dale also got seventh in the 100m with a time of 
10.99 and scored two points for the team.

Bluffton’s Johnny Cruz finised fourth in the shot put, 
which would miss his shot at the state meet. However, 
Cruz got a callback and is now heading to state. 

Jude Baumgartner nearly made the cut to the state 
meet as both finished fourth in the 400m with a time of 
50.56. His time was a personal best.

Austin Geimer also competed in the high jump and 
got a personal record at 6-0 and finished in ninth place.

The state finals meet will start at 3 p.m. for field 
events.

By RYAN WALKER
BERNE — Bluffton’s softball season 

ended in the hands of South Adams for the 
second season in a row.

The Tigers (10-14) dropped 9-3 this 
time in the sectional semifinal to the fourth-
ranked Starfires (25-4) as polled by the 
SCAI. South Adams will host the sectional 
championship against Bishop Luers on Sat-
urday morning.

The run total was cut in half from the 
first meeting back in April at Bluffton, and 
the Tigers certainly had more of an answer 
too. But it was the star-studded Starfire line-
up that packs a punch with power with daz-
zling speed and too much to overcome.

Shea Alberson alone stole three bases 
and Macy Pries had one, all while the team 
pounded 14 hits together. A few hits came 
from bunt-for hits, some slap hits and one 
over the fence by seven-hole hitting Kenzie 
Neuenschwander.

All of that came together in the bottom of 
the first inning, where Alberson reached on 
an infield single, and Bekah Patterson put-
runners on second and third with a double. 
The catcher, Sofia Schwartz, stepped up to 
the plate and drilled a double to drive both 
of them. She later scored on a single by 
Avery Brown.

“One through nine they can put the ball 
in play,” Bluffton head coach Tyler Son-

nigsen said after the game. “Schwartz 
behind the plate, every time she came up, it 
was we can’t give her anything good to hit 
and if we walk her, we walk her.”

But the Tigers did respond in the third 
inning that brought them back down by 
one run. Tressa Renner reached base via 
an error, and the next batter, Tyrah Shaw, 
smoked a double to drive her home. Marly 
Drayer followed that up with a sacrifice fly 
to get within reach 3-2.

It was a fight the Tigers might not have 
had a month ago, but after watching South 
Adams play Tuesday night in the sectional 
against Adams Central, Sonnigsen and his 
team thought they could get it done.

“My initial thought was, we were gonna 
come in here and shock the world,” Sonni-
gsen said. “We were going to beat them ... 
“‘Why can’t we go in the sectional and sur-
prise everybody?’”

But like Bluffton did, South Adams 
responded well.

Over the next three innings, the Starfires 
got the bulk of their runs, scoring two, one 
and three in the third through fifth frames of 
the game.

A few of the runs were aided by a bas-
es-loaded walk and an error, but Neuen-
schwander’s leadoff solo home run and put-
ting the ball in play cleaned up the rest.

Norwell’s softball team proudly holds the sectional championship trophy with the 12-4 score 
shining in the background Thursday night at Oak Hill. The Knights defeated NE8 foe Bellmont in 
the title game and will advance to the regional final. (Photo by Paul Yoder)

Knights crush Braves to 
win sectional championship

Bluffton’s Tyrah Shaw (left) reaches over to tag South Adams’ base runner Lindsey LeFever dur-
ing the bottom of the third inning of the sectional semifinal at South Adams. The Starfires used 
speed, power and solid defense to defeat the Tigers 9-3, ending their season. (Photo by Ryan 
Walker)

Starfires end Tigers’ softball 
season in sectional semis

Knights place 3rd 
at regional, sends 
3 events to state

Norwell’s Devin Dale (right) spreads his arms out as he crosses the finish line, knowing the 4x100m relay team has won and is 
qualified for the state meet next week at Indiana University, Bloomington. Dale will also be going in the 200m, in which he fin-
ished third. (Photos provided)

At left, Norwell’s Trevon Stoppenhagen smiles as he crosses the finish line in second place of the 100m dash. His time of 10.63 
reached second place in the regional, topping his time last season of 11.17 in the state meet one year ago. At right, Bluffton’s 
Johnny Cruz throws during the shot put, finishing fourth in the event with a throw of 55-5, a personal record, and qualified for the 
state meet as a callback.

(Continued on Page 7)

(Continued on Page 7)

Tigers’ Johnny Cruz advances 
in the shot put as a callback
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 Service with a Smile!

 Hiday Motors
 1743 N. Main St., Bluffton • 824-0900

 Barry Scott
 Service Manager

Erice  Perrine
 Service Consultant

 Mark Foreman
 Service Consultant
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 Service with a Smile!
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Service Consultant

Tyler Shaffer
Parts Manager
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Service Manager

 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

Be Summer Ready

• RV’s • Golf Carts • ATV’s

Powerful Sound For 
OFF-Road Adventure

The Best On The Water. 
Loud & Clear!

• Sound Systems for boats

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton

260-824-0900 • 800-824-0901
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Don’t Gamble When It Comes 
To Your Car’s Maintenance!

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Kyle Larson eyeballed his 
assigned teammates and plotted a strategy to try to score his 
first win of Indianapolis 500 week.

He was at Wheeler Elementary School early Wednesday in 
Speedway for annual “Community Day” and alongside Scott 
Dixon, Scott McLaughlin and Will Power, Larson was there 
to entertain the students ahead of “The Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing.”

He grinned and cheered through the series of games played 
with selected students — many of whom were taller than the 
5-foot-6 NASCAR star. And if it hadn’t been his first ever time 
participating in the event with local students, Larson might 
have won a few rounds racing scooters around cones, the relay 
race to collect messages in a bottle or any of the other games.

But the other IndyCar drivers present are “Community 
Day” veterans and already knew all the hacks on how to win. 
Larson didn’t mind and after heading back to Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, he and wife, Katelyn, enjoyed a photo shoot 
in the midway using the iconic NDY sign in which Larson 
raised his arms in the air to be the “I” and complete the word.

His only complaint eight days into Indy 500 prep is the 
forecast for Sunday, which is calling for rain. Larson is trying 
to become the fifth driver to run the Indy 500 and the Coca-
Cola 600 on the same day, and he doesn’t want weather spoil-
ing a year’s worth of preparation.

“If it’s going to rain here Sunday, then I just want it to rain 
all day and the (Indy 500) to be on Monday,” Larson said. “I 
don’t even want to think about what could happen if we’re sit-
ting in the rain Sunday.”

That’s because his real job is in NASCAR and he’s not 
supposed to miss the race Sunday night at Charlotte Motor 
Speedway. So Larson grew a bit excited Wednesday when he 
learned of NASCAR team owner Rick Hendrick’s indecisive-
ness a day earlier over how to handle the weather forecast.

Larson is scheduled to start fifth in the Indy 500 in a joint 
entry between Arrow McLaren Racing and Hendrick Motor-
sports.

Johnson and Felger win doubles sectional
Norwell’s doubles team of Annabelle Johnson (left) and Macy Felger hold up their sec-
tional championship ribbons Thursday at Bluffton. The two defeated Maconaquah’s team 
of Josie Callane and Kiera Rosenow 6-2, 6-0. Both will await their next opponent, but the 
next match will be at Kokomo for the state tournament on June 1. (Photo provided)

Starfires top Tigers
“We just fell short 

tonight,” Sonnigsen said. “I 
mean, errors creep in here 
and there. They make a few 
plays. Just sneaky, very 
good baserunning, but they 
played well and I don’t think 
we played terrible.”

Perhaps the biggest sur-
prise was who was on the 
mound for South Adams. 
Addie Baker threw the pre-
vious game against Bluff-
ton, tossing four score-
less innings and struck out 
seven. She’s posted a 17-1 
record with a 1.17 ERA. 

Instead, they went with Gra-
cie Bixler, who allowed two 
runs over the two innings in 
relief in the win over Bluff-
ton previously.

“We  totally  expected 
Addie Baker to pitch and 
that kind of threw us off 
but,  to  be honest,  I think 
Bixler threw  really  well,” 
Sonnigsen said. “And I think 
she was throwing as hard if 
not harder than Baker was 
tonight.”

Baker did come into 
the seventh and slammed 
the door shut, retiring the 
Tigers’ side in order.

Bixler allowed the three 

runs in six innings of work.
Bluffton’s 10-14 record 

under first-year head coach 
Sonnigsen was the most 
wins the program has had 
since the 2017 season.

This group will gradu-
ate six seniors — Madison 
Smith, Claire Craighead, 
Cayah King, Shaw, Kayla 
Kiefer and Owen Laisure. 
Sonnigsen says there will be 
holes to fill with the team, 
especially within leader-
ship, but he’s excited for 
the returning cast and some 
of the eighth grade ranks as 
well.

ryan@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 6)

Knights win sectional
The play proved to be 

pivotal when the next bat-
ter, Sami Christen, socked 
a home run over the center 
field fence that counted for 
one run, not two.

“We work on that play 
every day,” beamed Baird 
later of the first-to-third 
relay on a bunt. “It’s not 
going to come up that often, 
but we work on it every 
single day. This is the sec-
ond time we’ve used it this 
year.”

Markley’s two great 
grabs in center field were 
both off the bat of Bell-
mont leadoff hitter Emily 
Bleke, who homered over 
Markley’s head in the third 
inning.

The first of Markley’s 
two catches came with 
Bleke leading off the fourth 
and saw the speedy center 
fielder range far to her left in 
the right-center field gap.

The second found her 

racing even farther to her 
right to rob Bleke of extra 
bases leading off the sixth.

“I don’t think I’ve ever 
seen a kid as fast as she 
is,” praised her coach. “She 
must have covered sev-
enty or eighty feet on that 
second one. You just don’t 
see someone that fast very 
often.”

After Norwell jumped 
out to that early 2-0 lead, 
Bellmont came right back 
with three runs in the top of 
the third on Bleke’s leadoff 
home run, a walk, an error, 
and back-to-back singles by 
Ashley and Christen to take 
a short-lived 3-2 lead.

But after that, it was all 
Norwell.

The first of Lenwell’s 
three hits came in the bot-
tom of the frame with the 
bases loaded.

She was credited with 
two runs batted in on the 
play. But all three runners 
scored when the ball scooted 
between the legs of the left 

fielder and rolled all the way 
to the fence on the turf.

Markley then started the 
Bellmont fourth with the 
first of her two big catches, 
and Lemler fanned the next 
two hitters to slam the door.

Norwell plated three 
more in the fourth on singles 
by Young and Frauhiger 
sandwiched around a walk 
to Addison Keller and fol-
lowed by a sacrifice fly to 
deep right field by Kay-
dance Clark.

The Knights got their last 
four runs in the fifth on Len-
well’s third hit of the game, 
Young’s homer, and then 
Markley’s second hit of the 
contest, a double by Kara 
Brown, and Frauhiger’s 
two-run single.

Norwell improved to 
17-7 with the win and will 
advance to regional play 
next week.

Bellmont wrapped up its 
season at 15-8. 

sports@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 6)

Tigers’ third baseman Tressa Renner fires to first to record an out during the third inning. (Photo 
by Ryan Walker

Kyle Larson carefully 
watching weather as 
Indy 500 draws closer 

By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer

BOSTON (AP) — Jaylen Brown matched 
his career playoff high with 40 points, 10 of 
them to help Boston run off 20 points in a row 
in the first half to take the lead for good, and 
the Celtics beat the Indiana Pacers 126-110 on 
Thursday night to open a 2-0 lead in the East-
ern Conference Finals.

Following up on Game 1s, when his 
3-pointer with 5.7 seconds left in regulation 
forced overtime, Brown helped Boston turn a 
five-point first-quarter deficit into a 15-point 
second-quarter lead.

Jayson Tatum and Derrick White scored 23 
points apiece and Jrue Holiday had 15 points 
and 10 assists for the top-seeded Celtics, who 
lost Game 2 in both of their previous series this 
postseason.

Pascal Siakam scored 28 for Indiana, which 
returns home for Games 3 and 4 on Saturday 
and Monday night. Tyrese Haliburton, who had 
25 points and 10 assists in the series opener, 
had 10 points and eight assists Thursday before 
leaving the game in the third quarter because of 
a sore left leg.

One game after the Celtics jumped to a 12-0 
lead and Indiana spent the rest of the first half 
clawing its way back, the lead changed hands 
10 times in the opening quarter, with the Pacers 
holding a 27-22 edge with 1:14 left.

Then Boston scored the next 20 points.
Indiana missed nine straight shots and com-

mitted four turnovers during the drought that 
lasted more than six minutes. Brown scored 
10 on his own during the run and had 24 at the 
half; he opened the third quarter with two quick 
baskets to give the Celtics a 61-52 lead.

But Siakam also came out hot in the second 
half, hitting four baskets in the first four minutes 
– a pair of 2s and a pair of 3s – to make it a two-
point game. Boston pulled away again – this 
time for good, scoring 16 of the next 21 points.

Indiana never got within single digits again.
Brown scored 26 points Tuesday night, 

when the Celtics won thanks to some unforced 
errors by the Pacers — especially Haliburton 
— down the stretch. On Wednesday, Brown 
was left off the All-NBA teams; last year’s 
selection to the second team qualified him for 
a five-year supermax extension that made him 
the highest-paid player in the NBA.

Asked if he needed to talk to Brown about 
focusing on the team, instead of an individual 
snub, Celtics coach Joe Mazzulla said before 
the game, “He’s a very mature guy, so I don’t 
have to.”

“He has a great outlook on life. He knows 
what’s important and what’s not,” Mazzulla 
said before the game. “He works really hard, 
and he knows who he is as a person and a play-
er. That’s the most important thing.”

Brown matches career playoff 
high with 40 points, Celtics beat 
Pacers to take 2-0 lead in East

Knights beat Tigers in golf match
Bluffton and Norwell had some fun on 

the golf course Thursday night at Timber 
Ridge.

The two teams played a match play for-
mat similar to tennis. Both teams were tied 
2.5-2.5 in regulation, and in a sudden-death 
playoff hole, Derek Smith of Norwell got 
a par to keep the match going. In the sec-
ond sudden-death playoff hole, Chase Hul-
vey sunk a birdie to win the hole and the 
Knights won.

In the junior varsity match played in a 
similar style, the Knights won 6-0.

Winners were:
• Connoer Klopfenstein (B) over Chase 

Hulvey.
• Kade Abbett (B) over Cooper Sloan.
• Phil Gaier (N) over Anthony Hartman.
• Bodie Zimmer (N) over Kyler Potter.
• Grant Mishler (N) over Max White.
• Cavin Smithley (N) over Chris Cas-

taneda.
• Owen Wallis (N) over Will Ault.
• Zack Herrell (N) over Hutch Craighead.
Josh Adam (N) over Connor Collins.
• Isaac Harkless (N) over Landon Crist.
Bluffton will be at the Southwood 

Knights Invitational at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
May 27.

Norwell will host Adams Central at 4:30 
p.m. Tuesday, May 28.

BOSTON (AP) — The Pacers left the 
opener of their Eastern Conference finals 
matchup with the Celtics lamenting a rash 
of late turnovers that spoiled one of their 
best performances this postseason.

Indiana walked off the court following 
a 126-110 Game 2 loss Thursday night 
with its top star banged up, and the Pacers 

looking back on a six-minute stretch that 
left with a second straight 2-0 series defi-
cit.

All-Star Tyrese Haliburton scored 10 
points and played just eight minutes in the 
second half before leaving the game because 
of a sore left hamstring. He sat out the entire 
fourth quarter.

Tyrese Haliburton leaves Game 
2 with hamstring, chest injuries
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SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

GIRLS 9 SPEED bike, 2 air
conditioners, 260-849-1844.

Lottery Numbers

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Thursday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 03-15-19-37-44
Cash4Life — 10-14-30-37-56, Cash Ball: 01
Quick Draw Midday — 09-10-15-17-19-22-28-42-44-

46-51-52-53-55-60-72-73-74-77-79, BE: 19
Daily Three-Midday — 03-06-00, SB:05
Daily Three-Evening — 02-09-08, SB: 05
Daily Four-Midday — 07-05-03-02, SB: 05
Daily Four-Evening — 04-07-04-05, SB: 05
Quick Draw Evening — 08-17-21-23-32-35-36-40-41-

44-46-54-56-60-62-63-65-67-69-77, BE: 17
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $13 

million
MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $453 million
POWERBALL

Estimated jackpot (for Saturday): $120 million

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

June deadline is Tues., May 28!
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Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

MAY 26-JUNE 2 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 
of John F. Holbrook, seller. 
200+ pcs. Roseville, Rook-
wood, Hull, McCoy, VanBriggle, 
antique & modern furniture, 
1950 Ford Sedan, Coca Cola 
vintage signs & collectibles, 
antique tools, 2-pc. Oak kitch-
en cabinet, JFK political but-
tons and advertising, vintage 
toys. Auction preview: May 30 
from 3-6 p.m., 10421 W. Yoder 
Rd., Roanoke, IN. Patrick Cart-
er, sale manager, The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.
JUNE 1 - 8:30 a.m. - E & M 
Blacksmith Shop. 2404 W 
350 S, Berne, IN. 13th annual 
consignment auction. Horses, 
ponies, horse-drawn machin-
ery, produce equipment, bug-
gies, harness, carts, new tack, 
saddles, shop tools, lawn & 
garden tools, sausage grinders 
& stuffers, new & used furni-
ture, washing machines, hay, 
straw & firewood. Accepting 
consignments every evening 
that week from 4-8 p.m., all 
day May 30, and May 31 from 
7 a.m.-8 p.m. Troyer Auctions, 
LLC, 260-768-7246, ext. 3.
JUNE 1 - 11:30 a.m. - Ardith 
Smith estate, Cheryl Heral 
estate & Sonja Bartlett, sell-
ers. 320 Sparks St., Markle, 
IN. Live on-site. One story, two 
bedroom home on 1.6 acres, 
1,144 sq. ft., 10x18 detached 
garage. Steve Ness, auc-
tion manager, 260-417-6556,  
SteveNess@NessBros.com, 
Ness Bros. Realtors & Auction-
eers, www.NessBros.com.
JUNE 4 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bidding Opens at 9 
a.m. and will close at 6 p.m. 
- Holbrook estate, seller. 
300 W, Markle, IN. Explore 
the potential of this property! 
6.79+/- acre tract of land in 
Northern Wells, Union Town-
ship, easy access to I-69, 
435’ of road frontage on Wells 
County Road, rare opportu-
nity for homesite or mini-farm. 
Inspection: Feel free to walk 
the property at any time. Pat-
rick Carter, sale manager, 260-
273-8294, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
JUNE 5-JUNE 12 - (Online 
Only Auction) - Huston Wat-
ters, seller. Well cared for 
modern furniture, wood work-
ing tools, household, 2003 
Chevy Impala, lawn and gar-
den equipment, outdoor fur-
niture. Open House June 10 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., 1338 
Manor Dr., Bluffton, IN. The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, wwww.steffengrp.com.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
JUNE 9 - 6 p.m. EST - Berry 
estate, owner. Online only real 

estate & personal property! 
6 p.m. real estate: 1 1/2 story 
craftsman style home w/cov-
ered porch, 1,700+/- square ft. 
w/ornate woodwork through-
out, partial basement, 3-4 bed-
rooms, 2 1/2 bath, detached 
24x24 two-car garage, several 
older outbuildings all sitting 
on 6+/- acres, Adams Central 
School District. 6:30 p.m. per-
sonal property: Antique trac-
tors, farm machinery, tools, 
antiques, primitives, vehicles, 
furniture, household items, 
more! Preview May 30, 5-6 
p.m., 4854 N 400 W, Deca-
tur. Pick up June 10, 2-6 p.m. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.
JUNE 15-JUNE 22 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 
of Glen Bowen, seller. Clean 
2005 Buick Lesabre Custom 
with 77,000 miles, 2004 Toyota 
Sienna mini van, 1987 Riv-
iera Cruiser 24’ pontoon, 2004 
Yamaha XLT jet ski, floating 
WaveRunner dock, modern 
furniture, tools. Open House: 
June 9 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jimmerson 
Lake, Angola, IN. The Stef-
fen Group Inc., 260-824-3006, 
www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 16-JUNE 23 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 

of Marilyn McQueary, seller. 
2023 GMC Terrain Denali, 
AWD Edition with 2,130 miles 
(like new), clean like new mod-
ern furniture, antiques, collect-
ibles, tools, jewelry, designer 
purses, much more. Open 
Houses: June 18 and June 20 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 102 S. 
Jefferson St., Ossian, IN. The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 23 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bowen Family, sellers. 
Well cared for 2 bedroom lake 
cottage of Jimmerson Lake 
with 36’ of frontage, three sea-
son room,1 car garage, deck 
with outstanding views of Jim-
merson Lake/Part of the Lake 
James Chain. Open House: 
June 9 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and June 22 from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m., 500 Lane 101 Jimmerson 
Lake, Angola, IN. The Steffen 
Group Inc., www.steffengrp.
com, 260-824-3006.

Public Notices

SUDOKU ANSWER

NOTICE
SuperPufft Snacks USA, Inc. 

(previously known as Inventure 
Foods) is submitting an NOI let-
ter for our facility (located at 705 
West Dustman Road, Bluffton, 
Indiana 46714) to notify the Indi-
ana Department of Environmen-
tal Management of our intent to 
comply with the requirements of 
327 IAC 15-6 to discharge storm-
water exposed to industrial activi-
ties. Run-off from the facility will 
discharge to an unnamed ditch 
that eventually discharges to the 
Wabash River. Questions or com-
ments should be directed to Noni 
Ginter at the above referenced 
address.

nb 5/24
hspaxlp

LEGAL NOTICE
INDIANA MICHIGAN 
POWER COMPANY

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
Public notice is hereby given to 

affected property owners pursuant 
to 170 IAC 4-9-4(f) that within two 
(2) to four (4) weeks of the date 
of this notice, weather permitting, 
vegetation management is to be 
performed by qualified utility line 
clearance tree workers on behalf 
of Indiana Michigan Power Com-
pany (I&M). This work is being 
performed in order to maintain and 
provide safe and reliable electric 
service. Vegetation management 
will be performed along all or por-
tions of the following circuit: Ossian 
Baker.

This circuit is located within or 
near Ossian, IN, and in the county 
of Wells. The work area is roughly 
bounded by these major roads:

North: W Mill Street
East:  Diane Drive
South: Industrial Pkwy
West: Country Side Drive
I&M customers served by this 

circuit have been issued a letter 
and brochure from I&M regard-
ing vegetation management work. 
Property owners have been con-
tacted by a forestry planner, either 
in person or through a door card 
that explains the nature of work to 
be performed. Specifics regarding 
vegetation management work on 
the property may be discussed at 
that time.

Work will begin on or about 
May 28, 2024. Customers or prop-
erty owners with questions about 
vegetation management in this 
area may contact I&M by calling 
1-800-311-4634 within two weeks 
of this notice. The date this notice 
is published initiates the two (2) 
week period for calculating implied 
consent by an affected property 
owner under 170 IAC 4-9. Please 
be sure to mention this legal notice 
and the circuit name referenced 
above.

nb 5/24
hspaxlp

            Public Sale
         Calendar

NOTICE
Notices

ITALY TOUR PRESENTA-

TION Thurs, June 6, 6:15pm.
Bluffton Wells Library. Dis-
cover highlights/facts of this
2025 trip. All Welcome! Terri
Worden
grouptoursite.com/tours/mig-
worden

(Using WCPL meeting facility
does not constitute WCPL's
endorsement/sponsorship of
the program or organizer's
policies/beliefs.)
saratworden@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Paid-
On-Call Firefighters and Part
Time Firefighters. Both posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-4:30p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due June 14th.

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

HUGE ANNUAL MEMORIAL

DAY BARN SALE! Almost ev-
erything is antique, vintage,
unique, rusty, dusty or interest-
ing. We'll also have beautiful
Amish grown hanging flower
baskets. Friday, May 24, and
Saturday, May 25, 8a-5p, Sun-
day, May 26, 8a-2p, 50 W US
Hwy. 224, Uniondale.

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE

SALE Ossian, 2046 E 1050 N,
Thursday-Saturday, May 23-
25, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Homeschool-
ing materials, children's books,
toys, home decor, vintage
items, name brand clothing,
bedroom set, computer desk
and hutch, tools.

ANNUAL BARN SALE

Thurs., Fri., Sat. (May 23, 24,
25), 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 2750 N.
State Rd. 1. Kitchen, electron-
ics, patio and other furniture,
air conditioner, name brand
clothes (children to adult), puz-
zles, books, Christmas, cur-
tains, bedding, toys.

Receive a free garage 
sale kit when placing  

a three day, line  
classified ad.

THINKING ABOUT INSTALL-
ING a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. Enjoy your 
shower again! Call 1-855-475-
0534 today to see how you can 
save $1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
hoosier (I) Read & recycle

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

TROPHY CONSTRUCTION.

ALL types of construction:
Pole barns, roofing, remodel-
ing, concrete, seamless gut-
ters, etc. Free estimates. (260)
223-4835.

WINDOW CLEANING

SERVICES

Residential/ranch/lake homes/
villas/condos. Entire home in-
side & out. Lowest rates in the
state. 765-603-9981. Psalms
51:7

MAKE YOUR AD stand out
for extra attention! Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5 or a border for an
additional $1. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office,
260-824-0224, 125 N. John-
son St., or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

Office Space Rental

RENTALS

Follow us at... twitter.com/newsbanner


