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Bluffton High School 
Class of 2024 receive 
honors, scholarships

By HOLLY GASKILL
With graduation just around the corner, 

Bluffton High School seniors were honored 
for their academic and athletic achievements 
Wednesday morning. 

The annual Class Day celebration 
includes the presentation of numerous 
scholarships and a rehearsal for the com-
mencement ceremony. BHS graduation will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. on Friday.

Among those honored were:
• Ashton Arnett: CTE Award.
• Brandy Beer: Wells County Elks Schol-

arship.
• Katelyn Bedwell: Wells County Elks 

Scholarship, SMAD Award, CTE Award 
and Science Department Award.

• Alydia Bertsch: BHS 50-Year Lega-
cy Scholarship, LiGHT The Way Gifting 
Scholarship and BHS Blanket Award with 
nine varsity letters.

• Keturah Bradford: SMAD Award, BHS 
50-Year Legacy Scholarship, Harry and 
Dorothy Lindstrand, Bernard Hookanson 
& Phoebe Lindstrand Hookanson Memorial 
Scholarship, and Art Department Award.

• Lillian Broderick: Fraternal Order of 
Police Scholarship.

• Rehgyn Brooks: Jean and Joe W. Gil-

liam Scholarship, Edwina Patton Memorial 
Scholarship and Social Studies Department 
Award.

• Devynn Brown: Business Department 
Award.

• Allyeha Brubaker: Sigma Phi Gamma 
Sorority Award.

• Connor Collins: Indiana 4-H Foun-
dation Scholarship, Forrest D. Ramseyer 
Memorial Scholarship, James W. Stogdill 
Memorial Scholarship and Business Depart-
ment Award.

• Lucia Corkwell: American Legion 
Women’s Auxiliary Athletic Award and 
BHS Blanket Award with 12 varsity letters.

• Kristopher Cortez: Irene W. and Fred 
Park Scholarship and Joe Smekens Tiger 
Spirit Scholarship.

• Claire Craignhead: P.A. Allen Memori-
al Scholarship, Rotary Athletic Award, Out-
standing Senior Award and English Depart-
ment Award.

• Hutchenson Craighead: Bluffton-Harri-
son Elementary Staff Scholarship, Paul and 
Phyllis Dotterer Memorial Scholarship and 
Business Deparment Award.

• Kiara Crosbie: CTE Award.
• Kyle Crosbie: CTE Award.

After the awards presenta-
tion on Wednesday, the 
Bluffton High School Class of 
2024 took part in the annual 
tradition to toss their caps 
together for a photo, shown 
above. At left is Gissel Marti-
nez standing for a recognition 
during the Class Day awards 
ceremony. Additional photos 
on Page 5. (Photos by Holly 
Gaskill)(Continued on Page 5)

Color run fun
Bluffton-Harrison Middle School 
celebrated the end of the school 

year with a mad dash through 
brightly colored paints and pow-
der on Tuesday. Students wore 

white t-shirts and ran through 
a brief course where teachers 

were stationed with bottles of pig-
ment — above left, teacher April 
Dunwiddie sprays red powder in 
Aubrey Walker’s hair. Teaching 
aide April Studabaker eggs on 

students with her squirt bottles in 
hand, at right. Reid Harris, above 

right, and Corban Wheeler and 
Armson Georvilma, far right, are 

shown going through the course, 
covered in color. (Photos by Holly 

Gaskill)

Council on Aging 
requests county 
funding increase 

By HOLLY GASKILL
A financial request from the Wells County Council on 

Aging was tabled by the County Commissioners Monday 
night. 

The Council on Aging requested the county increase its 
contribution by just less than a quarter — from $40,000 to 
$49,200 annually. Executive Director Betsy Collier said 
the increase is necessary due to the rising costs of Wells on 
Wheels and local match requirements for other funding.

Collier had made a similar request last in April 2023, 
which had been rejected by the commissioners.

“I did revisit with the city, they increase their annual con-
tribution by 23%,” Collier said Monday. “So I’m asking that 
the county at least consider increasing at least 23%, if not 
more, to get us back to a more viable amount to help keep 
our local match for (Indiana Department of Transportation) 
programs, so that we’re not always having to either dip into 
our reserves or go red.”

According to Collier, the city’s contribution increased 
from $13,000 to $16,000. She said this was the first increase 
in local matching since 2005. 

Commissioner Blake Gerber suggested the board of com-
missioners delay their vote, saying, “I’m not unsupportive, 
but I think we need to take it under advisement and try to 
have an answer at one of the next two meetings.” 

Gerber noted that the request was coming outside the 
board’s annual budget process, which begins with the Coun-
ty Council in August. Collier said she would return with the 
request in June. The commissioners’ next meeting is at 5 
p.m. on June 3.

Commissioner Jeff Stringer also asked if Collier knew 
(Continued on Page 2)

By SYDNEY KENT
A woman from Bluffton was 

sentenced to four years in prison 
— with two years suspended — 
for selling methamphetamine to a 
confidential informant. 

The sentence was issued after 
Cassie Abercrombie, 34, pled 
guilty to one count of dealing 
methamphetamine, a Level 4 
felony. One count of dealing in a 
narcotic, a Level 4 felony, was dis-
missed as part of a plea agreement 

with the state.
Abercrombie was also ordered 

to pay court costs and filing fees in 
the amount of $940. 

According to a probable cause 
affidavit, a confidential infor-
mant arranged to meet with Aber-
crombie to purchase $90 worth 
of methamphetamine on Nov. 29. 
Abercrombie reportedly requested 
an additional $20 from the subject 
upon meeting. The weight of the 
drugs seized from the CI totaled 

3.33 grams. 
According to Wells County 

Deputy Prosecutor Jeffrey Stine-
burg, Abercrombie was previously 
convicted for neglect of a depen-
dent in South Carolina and she has 
a high risk of reoffending. These 
were the primary factors Stineburg 
presented to prevent Abercrom-
bie’s bond from being reduced. 

During a January hearing, how-
ever, Abercrombie’s bond was 
reduced to $10,000. She received 

156 days of jail credit for time 
awaiting disposition in her case.

In October, several months 
before the sting, Abercrombie was 
involved in a separate case involv-
ing drugs. Howard Michael Bry-
ant, 35, Bluffton, was identified as 
the subject who stole drinks from 
the Shell gas station with a knife in 
hand. 

While police questioned Bry-
ant, he requested to give his fiancé 
— Abercrombie — his backpack. 

Police located 33.8 grams of meth-
amphetamine in an orange pill bot-
tle, as well as drug paraphernalia 
and stolen drinks inside the bag. 

However, Abercrombie did not 
sustain any charges.

During a December hearing in 
Bryant’s case, he told the court he 
needed to be released to continue 
“working maintenance” at his 
place of residence. The primary 
reason given by Bryant was so 

Four-year sentence given to Bluffton woman dealing meth

(Continued on Page 2)
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Council on Aging Weather
Thursday, May 23, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:43 p.m. Wednesday)
High: 84; Low: 70; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 1.99  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Wednesday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 79. East wind 

around 5 mph becoming south in the afternoon. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 60. West wind 

around 5 mph becoming calm. 
Friday: A 40% chance of showers and thunderstorms 

after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 84. South wind 
5 to 10 mph. 

Friday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely before 
11 p.m., then showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
between 11 p.m. and 2 a.m., then a chance of showers and 
thunderstorms after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
64. South wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 70%. 
New rainfall amounts between a tenth and quarter of an 
inch, except higher amounts possible in thunderstorms. 

Saturday: A 30% chance of showers and thunderstorms 
before 8 a.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 78.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 56.
Sunday: A chance of showers and thunderstorms, then 

showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 78. Chance of precipitation 
is 60%.

Sunday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely before 
2 a.m., then showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 61. Chance of 
precipitation is 70%.

Memorial Day: A chance of showers and thunderstorms, 
then showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 72. Chance of precipitation is 
60%.

Monday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 54. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60%.

Tuesday: A 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 71.

Tuesday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 52.

Have a Great 
Memorial Day 

Weekend

204 W. Wabash
(260) 824-4794

904 S. Main
(260) 824-1566&

Have a Great 
Memorial Day

By Appointment:
Tues - Wed - Thurs

Showroom Open:
Fri & Sat 11am - 4pm

7824 Bluffton Rd.
Fort Wayne, IN

Amy & Tracy Houtz  
260-227-2145

Family Owned 
& Operated

Best Selection
Incredible Savings

how many “county resi-
dents” used the service, 
meaning residents outside 
of Bluffton. Collier said it 
was difficult to track which 
areas used the service most, 
as some of their ridership is 
from outside of Bluffton but 
may make several errands 
within the city in a day, and 
vice versa.

Joining Collier Monday 
was Preston Kaehr, a mem-
ber of the board of directors, 
who emphasized the value 
Wells on Wheels brings to 
Wells County, particularly 

the senior population. Mick 
Cupp and Gary Merritt were 
also present representing the 
board. 

Stringer later reported 
there are no updates in the 
hiring process of a new 
director for economic devel-
opment. He said there had 
been prospects with one 
applicant, but the individual 
backed out. 

Also during the meet-
ing, the commissioners 
appointed County Council 
member Brandon Harnish to 
a Community Plan Steering 
Committee. They will also 

appoint a community mem-
ber but did not hear interest 
from anyone at the time. 

Area Plan Commission 
Executive Director Mike 
Lautzenheiser said the com-
mittee will begin meeting 
later this summer and would 
“zoom in” on the direction 
of the Wells County Vision 
2035 plan to identify ways 
to achieve community goals.

Those interested in the 
appointment were encour-
aged to contact the commis-
sioners.

The commissioners also 
approved a request from 

Bluffton NOW! to use a 
portion of the Washington 
Plaza for Parlor City Market 
overflow vendors. The mar-
ket will begin for the sum-
mer season on June 1 and 
continues from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Saturdays through 
Sept. 5.

Tourism Coordinator 
Audry Dudley said Bluff-
ton NOW! plans to host 
concerts at Parlor City 
Plaza at 7 p.m. on June 21, 
July 19, Aug. 8 and Sept. 5, 
which may need overflow 
seating. 

holly@news-banner.com

that Abercrombie would not be home-
less.

The request was redundant as Aber-
crombie’s initial hearing for her arrest 
took place hours before in the same 

courtroom. 
Bryant was charged with deal-

ing methamphetamine, a Level 2 
felony, intimidation using a dead-
ly weapon, a Level 5 felony, and 
possession of methamphetamine, 

a Level 4 felony. Bryant was con-
victed of the Level 4 felony with 
all other charges dismissed. He was 
sentenced to six years in prison for 
the crime.

sydney@news-banner.com

(Continued from Page 1)
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Local woman sentenced

5 dead and at least 35 hurt as tornadoes 
ripped through Iowa, officials say

By HANNAH 
FINGERHUT 

and MARGERY A. 
BECK Associated Press

GREENFIELD, Iowa 
(AP) — Five people died 
and at least 35 were hurt as 
powerful tornadoes ripped 
through Iowa, with one 
carving a path of destruc-
tion through the small city 
of Greenfield, officials said 
Wednesday.

The Iowa Department 
of Public Safety said Tues-
day’s tornadoes killed four 
people in the Greenfield 
area, and local officials said 
a fifth person — a woman 
whose car was swept away 
in the wind — was killed 
by a twister about 25 miles 
away. Officials did not 
release the names of the 
victims because they were 
still notifying relatives.

The Iowa Department of 
Public Safety said Wednes-
day it’s believed that the 
number of people injured is 
likely higher.

The Greenfield tornado 
left a wide swath of oblit-
erated homes, splintered 
trees and crumpled cars in 
the town of 2,000 about 
55 miles southwest of Des 
Moines. The twister also 
ripped apart and crumpled 
massive power-producing 
wind turbines several miles 
outside the city.

Greenfield resident 
Kimberly Ergish, 33, and 
her husband dug through 
the debris field Wednesday 
that used to be their home, 
looking for family pho-
tos and other salvageable 
items. There wasn’t much 
left, she acknowledged.

“Most of it we can’t 
save,” she said. “But we’re 
going to get what we can.”

The reality of having her 
house destroyed in seconds 
hasn’t really set in, she 
said.

“If it weren’t for all the 
bumps and bruises and the 
achy bones, I would think 
that it didn’t happen,” she 

said.
Tuesday’s storms also 

pummeled parts of Illinois 
and Wisconsin, knock-
ing out power to tens of 
thousands of custom-
ers in the two states. The 
severe weather turned 
south on Wednesday, and 
the National Weather Ser-
vice was issuing tornado 
and flash flood warnings 
in Texas as parts of the 
state — including Dallas 
— were under a tornado 
watch.

The National Weather 
Service said initial surveys 
indicated at least an EF-3 
tornado in Greenfield, but 
additional damage assess-
ment could lead to a more 
powerful ranking.

The tornado appeared 
to have been on the ground 
for more than 40 miles, 
AccuWeather Chief Mete-
orologist Jon Porter said. 
A satellite photo taken by 
a BlackSky Technology 
shows where the twister 
gouged a nearly straight 
path of destruction through 
the town, just south of 
Greenfield’s center square.

The deadly twister was 
spawned during a histori-
cally bad season for torna-
does in the U.S., at a time 
when climate change is 
heightening the severity of 
storms around the world. 
April had the second-high-
est number of tornadoes on 
record in the country.

Through Tuesday, there 
have been 859 confirmed 
tornadoes this year, 27% 
more than the U.S. sees 
on average, according to 
NOAA’s Storm Prediction 
Center in Norman, Oklaho-
ma. So far, Iowa’s had the 
most, with 81 confirmed 
twisters.

On Tuesday alone, the 
National Weather Service 
said it received 23 tornado 
reports, with most in Iowa 
and one each in Wisconsin 
and Minnesota.

The tornado that deci-

mated parts of Greenfield 
brought to life the worst 
case scenario in Iowa that 
weather forecasters had 
feared, Porter said.

“Debris was lifted thou-
sands of feet in the air 
and ended up falling to 
the ground several coun-
ties away from Greenfield. 
That’s evidence of just how 
intense and deadly this tor-
nado was,” Porter said.

People as far as 100 
miles away from Green-
field posted photos on 
Facebook of ripped fam-
ily photos, yearbook pages 
and other items that were 
lifted into the sky by the 
tornado.

About 90 miles away, in 
Ames, Iowa, Nicole Ban-
ner found a yellowed page 
declaring “This Book is the 
Property of the Greenfield 
Community School Dis-
trict” stuck to her garage 
door like a Post-It note 
after the storm passed.

“We jus t  cou ldn’t 
believe it had traveled that 
far,” she said.

White House Press Sec-
retary Karine Jean-Pierre 
said FEMA’s administra-
tor would head to Iowa 
on Thursday and that the 
White House was in touch 
with state and local offi-
cials. She said they were 
“praying for those who 
tragically lost their lives” 
and wished those injured a 
“speedy recovery.”

Greenfield’s 25-bed hos-
pital was among the build-
ings damaged, and at least 
a dozen people who were 
hurt had to be taken to 
facilities elsewhere. Hospi-
tal officials said in a Face-
book post Wednesday that 
the hospital will remain 
closed until it can be fur-
ther assessed and that full 
repairs could take weeks or 
months. The hospital, with 
the help of other providers, 
set up an urgent care clinic 
at an elementary school 
with primary care services 

to start there Thursday, the 
post said.

Residential streets that 
on Monday were lined 
with old-growth trees and 
neatly-appointed ranch-
style homes were a cha-
otic jumble of splintered 
and smashed remnants by 
Wednesday. Many of the 
homes’ basements where 
residents sheltered lay 
exposed and front yards 
were littered with belong-
ings from furniture to chil-
dren’s toys and Christmas 
decorations.

D w i g h t  L a h e y,  a 
70-year-old retired truck 
driver, drove from subur-
ban Des Moines to Green-
field to help his 98-year-
old mother. She had taken 
refuge from the twister in 
her basement, then walked 
out through her destroyed 
garage to a nearby conve-
nience store, Lahey said.

“I don’t know how she 
got through that mess,” he 
said. His mom was staying 
in a hotel, uncertain about 
where she’ll end up with 
her home gone, he said.

Roseann Freeland, 67, 
waited until the last min-
ute to rush with her hus-
band to a concrete room 
in her basement. Seconds 
later, her husband opened 
the door “and you could 
just see daylight,” Freeland 
said. “I just lost it. I just 
totally lost it.”

Tuesday’s destructive 
weather also saw flood-
ing and power outages in 
Nebraska, damage from 
tornadoes in Wisconsin and 
Minnesota, and dust storms 
in Illinois that forced two 
interstates to be closed.

The devastation in Iowa 
followed days of extreme 
weather that ravaged much 
of the middle section of the 
country, including Oklaho-
ma and Kansas. Last week, 
deadly storms hit the Hous-
ton area, killing at least eight 
and knocking out power to 
hundreds of thousands.

By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer
CAPE CANAVERAL, 

Fla. (AP) — New research 
indicates the sun’s mag-
netic field originates much 
closer to the surface than 
previously thought, a find-
ing that could help predict 
periods of extreme solar 
storms like the ones that 
slammed Earth earlier this 
month.

The magnetic field 
appears to generate 20,000 
miles beneath the sun’s sur-
face. Previous calculations 
put the roots of this process 
more than 130,000 miles 
below, an international 
team reported Wednesday.

The sun’s intense mag-
netic energy is the source 
of solar flares and eruptions 
of plasma known as coro-
nal mass ejections. When 
directed toward Earth, they 
can create stunning auroras 
but also disrupt power and 

communications.
“We still don’t under-

stand the sun well enough 
to make accurate predic-
tions” of space weather, 
lead author  Geoffrey 
Vasil of the University 
of Edinburgh said in an 
email.

The latest findings pub-
lished in the journal Nature 
“will be an important step 
toward finally resolving” 
this mysterious process 
known as solar dynamo, 
added co-author Daniel 
Lecoanet of Northwestern 
University.

Galileo was among the 
first astronomers to turn 
a telescope skyward and 
study sunspots, back in the 
early 1600s. Solar flares 
and coronal mass ejections 
tend to occur near sun-
spots, dark patches as big 
as Earth that are located 
near the most intense por-
tions of the sun’s shifting 

magnetic field.
Vasil  and his team 

developed new models of 
the interaction between the 
sun’s magnetic field and 
the flow of plasma, which 
varies at different latitudes 
during an 11-year cycle. 
They fed their calculations 
into a NASA supercom-
puter in Northern Califor-
nia — the same one used 
in the 2015 movie “The 
Martian” to verify the best 
flight path to rescue the 
main character. The results 
suggested a shallow mag-
netic field and additional 
research is needed to con-
firm this.

The model ing was 
“highly simplified,” Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison’s Ellen Zweibel, who 
was not part of the team, 
said in an accompanying 
editorial.

The results are intrigu-
ing and “sure to inspire 

future studies,” Zweibel 
said.

The new knowledge 
should improve long-term 
solar forecasts, allowing 
scientists to better predict 
the strength of our star’s 
future cycles. The sun is 
approaching its peak level 
of activity in the current 
11-year cycle, thus the 
recent flareups.

Strong solar flares and 
outbursts of billions of 
tons of plasma earlier this 
month unleashed severe 
solar storms that produced 
auroras in unexpected 
places. Last week, the sun 
spewed out the biggest 
solar flare in almost 20 
years, but it steered clear of 
Earth.

Better understanding of 
the sun can ensure “we are 
prepared for when the next 
storm — potentially much 
more dangerous — hits 
Earth,” Lecoanet said.

Sun’s magnetic field may form close to surface —
this finding could improve solar storm forecasts
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Lakeview Duplexes

2 bedroom villas • In-unit washer and dryer • 1 car attached garage space • Appliances provided
Outdoor patio space with privacy fence • Grounds and unit maintenance provided

Use of Christian Care facilities including Wellness 
and Activity Center

Independent Living Units

260.565.3000
www.christiancarerc.org

WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall • 260-824-1618

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get 
FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us

We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars 
In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual 
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance 

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES

WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLEPreston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

Jerry Flack
& Associates

WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE 
PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE US TO COUNT ON

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS.

INCIDENTS
City:
Monday, 4:24 p.m., 

Walmart. Caller reported 
additional case of theft for 
Tristan Pharr.

Monday, 4:33 p.m., 
100 block of South Union 
Street. Caller was irate over 
phone calls and letters in 
the mail about selling her 
home because it isn’t for 
sale. Advised to delete the 
messages and discard let-
ters.

Monday, 5:09 p.m., Ani-
mal Shelter. Officer located 
pillows, sleeping bag, tent 
and personal items near 
the water tower behind the 
shelter. Owner of items 
advised she would remove 
her things and now had a 
place to stay.

Monday, 9:32 p.m., Pak A 
Sak North. Report of unruly 
male shouting.

Monday, 10:45 p.m., 
Arby’s. Caller reported 
daughter on probation 
refused to go home with 
father.

Tuesday, 4:16 a.m., 3000 
block of Broadway Street. 
Search warrant conducted.

Tuesday, 9:42 a.m., 400 
block of North Williams 
Street. Report of tall grass.

Tuesday, 9:52 a.m., Wells 
County YMCA. Report of 
tall grass in the side of a 
field.

Tuesday, 10:00 a.m., 400 
block of East Silver Street. 
Report of grass in the street.

Tuesday, 10:24 a.m., 
400 block of West Wabash 
Street. Report of a white pas-
senger car driving by caller’s 
house repeatedly and at the 
store at the same time.

Tuesday, 3:55 p.m., 
AutoZone. Driver cited for 
no valid license.

Tuesday, 4:17 p.m., 800 
block of Avondale Drive. 
Caller reported she was pos-
sibly scammed at Walmart.

Tuesday, 8:10 p.m., All 
American Gas Station. 
Report of a man outside talk-
ing to himself, possibly on 
drugs.

Tuesday, 8:21 p.m., John-
ston Street and Central Ave-
nue. Partially broken cell 
phone located.

Tuesday, 8:55 p.m., Main 
Street and Willowbrook 
Trail. Driver cited for speed-
ing.

Wednesday, 12:09 a.m., 
Market and Mulberry streets, 
Bluffton. Caller reported 
a vehicle slow rolled from 
Main and Wabash streets to 
Market Street. Driver cited 
for learner permit violation.

Wednesday, 12:37 a.m., 
Pak A Sak North. Officer 
escorted lost driver to desti-
nation.

Wednesday, 1:43 a.m., 
Wings ETC. Report of a 
dumpster fire.

Wednesday, 5:40 p.m., 
Harrison Road and Main 
Street. Driver cited for 
speeding.

Wednesday, 9:07 a.m., 
200 block of East Washing-
ton Street. Officer requested 
to standby while landlord 
spoke to tenant about a door.

Wednesday, 12:01 p.m., 
Linger Inn. Officer helped 
subject get his license.

County:
Tuesday, 3:38 p.m., North 

300 West and S.R. 124, 
Bluffton. Caller reported 
dump truck speeding and 

driving with no license plate.
Tuesday, 9:48 p.m., 500 

block of North Oak Street 
Ext, Bluffton. Report of an 
abandoned bicycle along 
guard rail at the river.

Tuesday, 10:40 p.m., 
5800 South Grape Street, 
Poneto. Caller reported fam-
ily member’s former boy-
friend pulled a gun out dur-
ing a verbal altercation.

Wednesday, 12:38 a.m., 
Pak A Sak North, Bluffton. 
Officer assisted lost driver.

Wednesday, 3:04 a.m., 
1100S 100E, Montpelier. 
Officer assisted with locat-
ing a loose dog.

Wednesday, 7:58 a.m., 
Main and Spring streets, 
Bluffton. Driver cited for 
disregarding red light.

Wednesday, 9:42 a.m., 
1100 North and North Mar-
zane Road, Markle. Report 
of improperly parked farm 
equipment.

FIRES
County:
Monday, 6:55 p.m., 5700 

North 100 West, Uniondale. 
Report of a fire in corner of 
house. Fire was under con-
trol approximately 55 min-
utes later.

ARRESTS
Joseph Donald Edward 

Brindle, 27, Uniondale; sex-
ual misconduct with a minor, 
a Level 4 felony. No bond 
set.

O Mer, 22, Fort Wayne; 
obstruction of justice and 
resisting law enforcement 
using a vehicle, both Level 
6 felonies, and possession 
of paraphernalia and reck-
less driving, both Class A 
misdemeanors. Bond set at 
$11,000.

Chamber of Commerce celebrates ribbon cutting 
of new playground at Family Centered Services

The Wells County Chamber of Com-
merce, along with Ambassadors and com-
munity supporters, proudly attended the 
Ribbon Cutting Celebration for the new 
playground at Family Centered Services, 
located at 1515 N. Sutton Circle Drive in 
Bluffton. This event marks the culmination 
of a four-year effort to provide a dedicated 
play space for children in the community.

Paige Hamilton, Executive Director of 
Family Centered Services, shared the jour-
ney of bringing this dream to life. “This 
playground has been in the works for over 
four years. Previous staff members, such as 
Amy George and Sarah Schwartz, who were 
instrumental in the initial idea, and we are 
so thankful they are present for this special 
dedication.”

Hamilton highlighted the importance of 
the playground for the families they serve. 
“When parents and children come into our 
programs, they may be in a session for up to 
four hours or more, and kids need an outlet. 
Our rooms are very small, and to ask chil-
dren to be in a confined area for an extended 
time is asking a lot. The playground will not 
only help children release energy but also 
provide a space where we can coach par-
ent-child interaction. Every parent wants to 
be a good parent, but they might not know 

how. We can help them engage and create or 
rebuild a parent-child bond. It’s a space to 
engage families together.”

The creation of this playground was 
made possible through the generous sup-
port of the community. “We received a 
grant from the Wells County Foundation, 
Lowe’s provided numerous resources, and 
the Bluffton Rotary Club contributed labor 
to assemble the playground. Our Board of 
Directors have been incredibly supportive, 
organizing and preparing everything for the 
space. We couldn’t have done this without 
them,” Hamilton expressed with gratitude.

The Ingle family attended the Ribbon 
Cutting and dedication of the playground 
to their late son, Daekota. “It is an honor to 
dedicate this playground to Daekota, who 
meant so much to Family Centered Servic-
es and our staff. The Ingle family has been 
very supportive and an intricate part of our 
organization,” said Hamilton.

The playground is open to the public, 
and Family Centered Services has plans to 
enhance the area further. “As we increase 
our funding capabilities, we will add more 
equipment and additional picnic tables for 
gatherings. Our goal is to install a drinking 
fountain on the side of the building in the 
near future,” Hamilton announced.

Cynthia and Doug Ingle are seen alongside their family, FCS Board Members and staff, Cham-
ber Ambassadors, and Board Members, celebrating the opening of this new community asset. 
(Photo submitted)

Breakfast this Saturday for American Legion
The American Legion Post 111 will 

host its monthly all-you-can-eat breakfast 
from 8-10 a.m. Saturday, May 25. The cost 

is $11 for adults, $5 for children 12 and 
under, and free for children under 5 years-
old. 

Parkview Wabash to host check-up day
Parkview Wabash Hospital and the 

Parkview Center for Healthy Living invite 
area residents in need of lab testing to sign 
up for Check-Up Day at the hospital Thurs-
day, June 13. 

The event will take place from 7 to 9:30 
a.m. in Classrooms A and B on the first 
floor. 

Participants must register for a Check-Up 
Day event in advance by calling 260-266-
6500. Make sure to leave a voicemail if a 
Parkview Center for Healthy Living team 

member is unavailable to take your call. 
Payment must be made in advance by credit 
card only.

For questions about which lab test 
options may be appropriate for you, please 
talk with your medical provider. 

Information on this event and other 
Check-Up Days can also be found at 
parkview.com/checkupdays. 

The hospital is located at 10 John 
Kissinger Dr., just off U.S. 24 in 
Wabash.

All 92 Indiana counties opt in 
for 2025 public health funding

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Every county in Indiana seems to have 
signed onto a state effort to provide $150 
million in enhanced funding for public 
health departments in the coming year in 
exchange for providing “core” public health 
services.

The Indiana Capital Chronicle called six 
holdout counties who opted out of the pro-
gram in 2024, each of which will be par-
ticipating in the 2025 cohort. Barring any 
changes to the 86 counties who participated 
last year, every county will get additional 
funding from the Indiana Department of 
Health’s Health First Indiana program. 

To see county-specific details, including 
health metrics and funding amounts, visit 
healthfirstindiana.in.gov.

For Theresa Baysinger, a county com-
missioner from Whitley County, the deci-
sion to opt out last year was due to concerns 
about “regionalizing health departments” 
and worries about needing to hire new 
employees to meet grant requirements.

“Obviously what works for one county 
doesn’t work for another. So we wanted to 
hold that autonomy for us to make deci-
sions for our county,” Baysinger said. “But 
the more we’re learning from surrounding 
counties, and just seeing how the programs 
are working and really diving deep into it, 
we are going to give it a try.”

Should lawmakers decide to renew fund-
ing for 2026 and beyond, counties like 
Whitley can revisit their decision and opt 
back out.

“We just really hope that it works out and 
that we can provide a better health depart-
ment for all Whitley County residents,” 
Baysinger concluded.

Funding coincides with the fiscal year, 
which starts on July 1, rather than the calen-
dar year. The Indiana Department of Health 
didn’t respond to a request for comment.

Health First Indiana background
In 2022, the General Assembly ear-

marked $225 million for a two-year pro-
gram to shore up the state’s beleaguered 
public health program. Prior to the invest-
ment, counties spent an average of $55 per 
resident for public health — far below the 
national average of $91 — though totals 

ranged from $83 to $1.25 per Hoosier, 
depending on their county of residence.

The first $75 million went to public 
health departments in 86 counties that cov-
ered nearly 96% of the population. 

“Core” public health services include 
maternal and child health, tobacco and vap-
ing cessation, chronic disease management, 
trauma and injury prevention, and more, as 
defined by state law. More than three-quar-
ters of the funding must cover prevention 
and health outcome core services while the 
remaining 22% can be used for regulatory 
expenses. 

Local public health departments have 
a myriad of duties, including restaurant 
inspections, certifying tattoo parlors and 
managing cases of lead exposure.

But six counties — Whitley, Wells, Foun-
tain, Johnson, Crawford and Harrison — all 
declined to join 2024 efforts for various rea-
sons. Those counties passed up a combined 
maximum of nearly $3.9 million and instead 
accepted $387,000 in legacy funding. 

The Indiana Capital Chronicle confirmed 
participation with five of the six counties 
listed above, with the exception of Harri-
son County. However, local media report 
that Harrison County opted into funding last 
week.

Johnson County, the most populous 
county of the bunch, gave up the bulk of 
that funding and could have received $2.1 
million in 2024. It qualifies for a minimum 
of $3.6 million in 2025, with a county match 
of $789,000, or a maximum of $4.2 million, 
with a county match of $1.1 million.

In comparison, its legacy funding 
amounted to $132,000.

Betsy Swearingen, the director of John-
son County’s Public Health Department, 
said that commissioners voted unanimously 
to accept funding in 2025 after declining last 
year. 

“My commissioners the year prior had 
been very thoughtful, waiting to see how the 
funds rolled out and what it looked like and 
whether or not it would behoove Johnson to 
take the money,” Swearingen told the Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle. “And so we revisited 
it throughout the year, and we realized that 
we’re doing a lot of programs and not get-
ting paid for it.”

State to host its second Global Economic Summit
By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb’s administra-

tion will once more tout its economic suc-
cesses — and play the role of global con-
vener — as far-off dignitaries and business 
leaders gather in Indianapolis this week for 
the state’s second Global Economic Sum-
mit.

Individual states rarely host their own 
global economic summits, the Indiana Eco-
nomic Development Corp. said ahead of the 
inaugural summit two years ago.

But Hoosier officials have marketing on 
the mind.

“Our state represents a new frontier 
for those who are bold and visionary,” the 
IEDC’s website declared ahead of the two-
day event, which begins Thursday. “We’re 
creating a landscape where sustainable solu-
tions in business, sports and energy are not 
just imagined but actively realized.”

The quasi-public agency highlighted 
recent solar and electric vehicle manufactur-
ing investment announcements. More are 
expected to coincide with the summit.

Holcomb will open the convention on 
Thursday with a virtual assist from U.S. 

Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimundo, 
according to the event’s agenda.

Thursday attendees can expect to learn 
about health innovation — from pharma-
ceuticals and animal health to agricul-
ture — as well as the interplay between 
human creativity and artificial intelli-
gence.

Also on the agenda are global trade and 
supply chain resiliency — because, per the 
agenda, “ship happens.” Ukraine’s ambassa-
dor to the United States, Oksana Markarova, 
will talk sub-national diplomacy while Hoo-
sier sports leaders will plan to speak on the 
global reach of sports.

Only those with invites Thursday will 
be able to sit in on a diplomatic breakfast 
and a roundtable about how technological 
advancements are “reshaping” the work-
force, but all will be able to snack on Hoo-
sier treats and international food between 
sessions.

IEDC leader David Rosenberg will kick 
Friday off with an international economic 
session featuring leaders from Indianapolis, 
Italy and Japan. Holcomb, meanwhile, will 
return for a session on public-private sector 
collaborations.
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By The Associated Press
Today is Thursday, May 

25, the 146th day of 2024. 
There are 220 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History: On May 25, 2020, 
George Floyd, a Black man, 
was killed when a white 
Minneapolis police officer 
pressed his knee on Floyd’s 
neck for about 9 1/2 min-
utes while Floyd was hand-
cuffed and pleading that he 
couldn’t breathe; Floyd’s 
death, captured on video by 
a bystander, would lead to 
worldwide protests, some of 
which turned violent, and a 
reexamination of racism and 
policing in the U.S.

On this date:
In 1787, the Constitu-

tional Convention began 
at the Pennsylvania State 
House (Independence Hall) 
in Philadelphia after enough 
delegates had shown up for 

a quorum.
In 1961, President John 

F. Kennedy told Congress: 
“I believe that this nation 
should commit itself to 
achieving the goal, before 
this decade is out, of land-
ing a man on the moon and 
returning him safely to the 
earth.”

In 1964, the U.S. 
Supreme Court, in Grif-
fin v. County School Board 
of Prince Edward County, 
ordered the Virginia county 
to reopen its public schools, 
which officials had closed 
in an attempt to circumvent 
the Supreme Court’s 1954 
Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion of Topeka desegrega-
tion ruling.

In 1968, the Gateway 
Arch in St. Louis was dedi-
cated by Vice President 
Hubert Humphrey and 
Interior Secretary Stewart 
Udall.

Today in History

Tall bearded iris ground zero for six continents
Angelkeep possesses 

a black thumb when it 
comes to a perfect iris 
garden. The fault can-
not be passed off to the 
plants. It’s the planter, the 
caretaker. The gardener is to blame 
for tall bearded iris failure at Angel-
keep. 

This year brought an Angelkeep 
iris facelift — meaning weeding, 
lifting of rhizomes, and replanting. 
Gifted plants with a treasured history 
as having come from a garden known 
around the world, Longfield Iris 
Farm, were planted in a new bed with 
ample sunshine. Prayers followed for 
success. Praise was remembered for 
those that set the world aglow with 
iris blooms across the globe.

The iris-man, E. B. Williamson, 
yet has his biography available at the 
News-Banner office.

Lent A. Williamson, a nearly inde-
structible tall bearded iris of Angel-
keep, named by E. B. after his father, 
failed to bloom here in 2023. Much 
needed weeding may have been the 
cause. Failing to periodically lift and 
separate rhizomes can also cause a 
drought of bloom.

Before 2024’s bloom season ends, 
Angelkeep recommends everyone 
within a reasonable distance of the 
Bluffton Wabash River Park make 
their way to view up close the aston-
ishing blooms of hybrid iris created 
in Wells County. Back in the days of 
hybridizers E. B., his daughter Mary 
Williamson, and mail carrier Paul 
Cook, gardeners from six continents 
felt it was not too far to travel to see 
the iris wonderland of Bluffton. Hon-
est, it’s in the book.

Angelkeep attempts the continu-
ation of iris from all three of those 
hybridizers that laid claim to the best 

iris bloom in a 
particular year of 
any in the entire 
world. Mary cre-
ated “Wabash.” 
It won the 1940 
world’s top honor, 
Dykes Medal. Join 
Angelkeep in see-
ing it in Wabash River Park. Angel-
keep’s former plants of this variety 
seems to have died out. No fault of 
Mary. It’s an Angelkeep black thumb 
failure.

That tall bearded iris named Lent 
A. Williamson continues at Angel-
keep and likely at many homes 
throughout the area. It was dubbed 
granddaddy of all iris, the “Great 
Progenitor.” It was first introduced in 
1918 only four blocks from the Wells 
County Courthouse. Gardeners came 
from Europe, South America, Asia, 
and even Kingsland, Indiana, to see 
and buy the flowers. It’s in the book.

Did I mention Harvest of Health, 
retailing out of the former Villa North 
Longfield residence of Lent A. Wil-
liamson and son E. B., have the iris 
and Bluffton history book available?

Poneto’s Paul Cook, later build-
ing his own iris farm just north of 
Bluffton, partnered with William-
son’s of Longfield Iris Farm in 1920. 
Cook won the Dykes Medal three 
times. These medals and more can be 
observed in a special case at the Wells 
County Historical Museum on West 
Market Street, across the street from 
where the iris hybridization history 
began. It was the destination of iris 
lovers from six of the world’s seven 

continents. You may correctly assume 
the museum grows iris beds.

Irises are represented on the two 
largest Bluffton murals for a good 
reason. A third mural honors E. B. for 
becoming world famous for dragon-
flies. One carries a Wabash name. E. 
B.’s dragonfly history fills some of 
the book.

May is the month for iris bloom. 
Who can top what has been done by 
Wells County’s father-and-daughter 
team, plus friend Paul Cook? The 
team of Roger and Lynda Miller, 
that’s who. They work as a mar-
ried team. Introductions are now 
registered under Lynda’s name only. 
They began their own iris farm on 
the northeast corner of the Kingsland 
crossing at Ind.1 and U.S. 224. Roger 
worked for Cook and obtained iris 
rhizomes from Longfield Iris Farm. 
If you want perfection, start with the 
best of the best.

How successful were the Millers? 
Just two years ago Lynda won the big-
gie — the top award, the Dykes — for 
her hybrid “Football Hero.” She’s also 
won four Williamson-White Awards 
plus the Cook-Douglas Medal. Those 
awards were named after the great 
world-renown, but local, iris hybrid-
izers. Sadly, the Miller achievements 
were unknown when the E. B. Wil-
liamson book was printed.

Did you know First Bank of Berne 
helped fund the book’s printing so all 
proceeds could go to benefit Loving 
Shepherd Ministries? Bluffton branch 
has copies available.

Angelkeep offers a gardener’s bow 
to the iris growers who went before 
and who put Wells County on the 
global iris stage.

Mr. Daugherty is a Wells County resident 
who, along with his wife Gwen, enjoy their 
backyard and have named it “Angelkeep.”

Alan
Daugherty

Angelkeep
Journals

As election approaches, policy and 
party as important as personalities

Although the focus in the upcoming 
elections is on the presidential candi-
dates, it’s worth keeping in mind that of 
at least equal importance is which party 
has the controlling hand on policy in 
Washington.

Because the country is becoming 
increasingly polarized, which party con-
trols will lead in dramatically different 
directions. This has profound implica-
tions for the country’s future.

Consider the judicial branch.
The conservative majority on the 

Supreme Court has changed the course 
of the nation’s history. Overturning Roe 
v. Wade was a major game changer. But not so many 
years earlier, in a court less conservative, same sex 
marriage became law of the land. The chances that 
that decision would have occurred in the current court 
are minimal.

But now the two oldest justices are part of the con-
servative majority — Clarence Thomas is almost 76, 
and Samuel Alito is 74. That their replacements will 
be conservative will depend more on which party con-
trols rather than which particular Republican sits in the 
White House.

Regarding the appointment of judges, the values 
defining the two parties are worlds apart. Republicans 
want faithfulness to the Constitution. Democrats want 
diversity. Of the 197 judges appointed by President 
Joe Biden, as reported by The Washington Post, 125 
are not white, and 72 are white. Regarding gender, 
63% of Biden appointees are women and 37% men.

Per The Washington Post, “Just 13% of Biden’s 
Senate-confirmed appointments so far are white men.” 
Regarding this record, Biden noted “I’m particularly 
proud that these judges reflect the diversity that is our 
country’s strength.”

In contrast, of 237 judges appointed by Trump, 
200 were white and 37 not white. Seventy-six percent 
of Trump appointments were men and 24% women. 
Inevitably, those on the left will say Trump’s appoint-
ment criterion was white male supremacy.  But the 
difference between Trump and Biden appointments is 
putting the Constitution front and center as opposed to 
ethnicity.

Of course, there is more to the picture than 
the judiciary. The fiscal situation of the nation 
is frightening and dangerous.  Our only hope 
for turning this around is Republican control on 
Capitol Hill. 

For the first seven months of fiscal year 
2024, expenditures of interest payments on our 
massive national debt exceeded both spending 
on Defense and on Medicare. 

The Senate is on a razor’s edge, with 
Democrats controlling 51-49. Estimates are 
that retiring Democrat Sen. Joe Manchin will 
be replaced by a Republican. In a 50-50 Sen-
ate, with a Republican in the White House, a 

Republican vice president will cast the deciding 
vote. 

Of the 34 Senate seats up this year, estimates are 
the most vulnerable are Manchin and four other Dem-
ocrats. Certainly, on the social issues of great concern 
to the country — abortion, our dangerously declining 
birth rates and marriage rates — Republicans bring a 
pro-life, pro-family agenda to Washington. 

And then, of course, is the position of our nation in 
an increasingly dangerous world.  Per the American 
Enterprise Institute, “China also now boasts the largest 
navy in the world, alongside the biggest coast guard 
and maritime militia.” This while U.S. Defense spend-
ing flirts with a historic low, at half as a percentage of 
GDP where it stood in the 1980s.

Hudson Institute scholar Walter Russell Mead 
writes in The Wall Street Journal, speaking about the 
aggressive advancement globally of Iran, Russia and 
China, “Many Americans still don’t fully grasp how 
serious the international situation has become. ... Team 
Biden, unfortunately, would rather starve the military 
and embrace the diplomacy of retreat.”

So, yes, every presidential contest is a battle of 
personalities. But let’s not lose perspective that party 
is what draws the dividing line in Washington. And 
perhaps there has never been a time where the gap 
between the worldviews of Republicans and Demo-
crats has been this gaping.

So, the mindset going into this election season 
should be about policy as well as about individual 
candidates.
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A TV commercial for a vaccine is aimed at folks 50 
and older who naively believe their healthy lifestyle 
shields them from the shingles virus.

The narrator repeatedly 
reminds them, “Shingles 
doesn’t care.” Bike riding, 
trail walking and good 
citizenship cannot stop the 
varicella virus from emerg-
ing.

That phrase, with a slight twist, could be used to 
describe the efforts of Indiana teachers to get the legisla-
ture to treat them as educated, qualified professionals.

The educators’ long-running predicament bubbled up 
again last week at a State Board of Education meeting 
in Indianapolis. Teachers from around the state, includ-
ing several from Vigo County, packed into the May 8 
session. They pushed back against a new law requiring 
all pre-K to Grade 6 and special-education teachers to 
complete 80 hours of professional development on “sci-
ence of reading” concepts, and to pass a written exam. 
Teachers will not be able to renew their licenses without 
completing the 80-hour Keys to Literacy training and 
passing the exam by 2027.

Teachers would get a stipend of $1,200, amounting 
to $15 an hour, for earning their “early literacy endorse-
ment.”

Legislators in the Indiana General Assembly passed 
the law earlier this year as part of an effort to remedy 
falling literacy scores, based on science of reading prin-
ciples. The science of reading encompasses a body of 
research in education, psychology and neuroscience that 
explains how people learn to read and details best prac-
tices for teaching reading.

At last week’s meeting, teachers spoke out about the 
added time burden, given that many work second jobs to 
make ends meet during the summers. Teachers described 
the extensive education and degrees they already have 
invested time and resources into completing. Special-
education teachers pointed out that they already go 
through multiple requirements for licenses. Others com-
plained there were not enough open spots in the training, 
delaying their attempts to complete it.

A Fort Wayne educator testified that teachers agree 
with the need to improve, and do not expect the science 
of reading approach to disappear. They just want it to be 
relevant to the classroom. As a Vigo County elementary 
music teacher stated, the 80 hours of her off time devot-
ed exclusively to the science of reading “will not make 
me a better music teacher, and it will certainly not allow 
me time to seek out professional development in ways 
that will benefit my classroom environment.”

The Indiana General Assembly doesn’t care.
The law was not concocted and passed with teach-

ers’ burdens and concerns in mind. The legislature’s 
leadership has a track record of not trusting teachers to 
do their jobs and has periodically added complications 
to their duties. Lawmakers’ disrespectful approach has 
compounded Indiana’s teacher shortage. Much of that 
attitude stems from a dislike of teachers unions, such as 
the Indiana State Teachers Association. Indeed, the ISTA 
encouraged teachers to attend last week’s meeting, and 
they came with valid objections to the application of the 
literacy teaching requirements.

A fourth-grade teacher explained that she had com-
pleted more than 85 hours of professional development, 
by choice, in her first two years on the job. “You’re 
dangling this $1,200 stipend in front of my face, telling 
me it’s worth it,” she said. The implication from the state 
toward teachers is, as she put it, “We respect you. Here’s 
a little crumb.”

“I don’t want a crumb. I want respect,” she conclud-
ed.

The training is free through 2025 via a third-party 
professional development program, Chalkbeat Indiana 
reported. State Secretary of Education Katie Jenner said 
she will collaborate with legislators to keep the teachers’ 
course free beyond 2025. Jenner also said she, the state 
board and education officials want to create more flex-
ibility for teachers to complete the training.

That flexibility should have been a prime consider-
ation when legislators enacted the teaching requirements.

TERRE HAUTE TRIBUNE-STAR

Teachers challenge added 
literacy-training requirement
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Zanesville.
The three Town Council members are:
• John Schuhmacher, phone 260-602-2391. 
• Barb O’Connor, phone 260-403-6184.
• Isaac Zent, 260-251-1353
The Town Clerk-Treasurer is Tera Bowersock. The 

Town Hall is at 17736 Wayne St., phone 638-0051.
Carl Collins is the Zanesville Town Marshal. The police 

non-emergency number is 638-4080. Zanesville Sewage: 
customer service, 427-1234; repair, 427-8311.

Who’s Who
A continuing series on how to contact government officials



By JOSEPH WILSON, 
MELANIE LIDMAN 

and JOSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) 
— Norway, Ireland and 
Spain said Wednesday they 
would recognize a Pales-
tinian state, a historic but 
largely symbolic move that 
further deepens Israel’s 
isolation more than seven 
months into its grinding 
war against Hamas in Gaza. 
Israel denounced the deci-
sions and recalled its ambas-
sadors to the three countries.

Palestinian officials wel-
comed the announcements 
as an affirmation of their 
decades-long quest for state-
hood in east Jerusalem, the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip — territories Israel 
seized in the 1967 Mideast 
war and still controls.

While some 140 coun-
tries — more than two-
thirds of the United Nations 
— recognize a Palestinian 
state, Wednesday’s cascade 
of announcements could 
build momentum at a time 
when even close allies of 
Israel have piled on criti-
cism for its conduct in Gaza.

The timing of the move 
was a surprise, but discus-
sions have been underway 
for weeks in some Euro-
pean Union countries about 
possibly recognizing a Pal-
estinian state. Proponents 
have argued that the war 
has shown the need for a 
new push toward a two-
state solution, 15 years 
after negotiations collapsed 
between Israel and the Pal-
estinians. Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
government opposes Pales-
tinian statehood.

It was the second blow to 
Israel’s international reputa-
tion this week after the chief 
prosecutor of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court said 
he would seek arrest war-
rants for Netanyahu and his 
defense minister. The Inter-
national Court of Justice is 
also considering allegations 
of genocide that Israel has 
strenuously denied.

In addition to recalling 

the ambassadors to the three 
countries, Israel summoned 
their envoys, accusing the 
Europeans of rewarding the 
militant Hamas group for its 
Oct. 7 attack that triggered 
the war. Foreign Minister 
Israel Katz said the Euro-
pean ambassadors would 
watch grisly video footage 
of the attack.

In that assault, Hamas-
led militants stormed across 
the border, killing 1,200 
people and taking some 
250 hostage. The ICC pros-
ecutor is also seeking arrest 
warrants for three Hamas 
leaders. Israel’s ensuing 
offensive has killed more 
than 35,000 Palestinians, 
according to Gaza’s Health 
Ministry, and has caused a 
humanitarian crisis and a 
near-famine. The ICC pros-
ecutor has accused Israeli 
leaders of using starvation 
as a weapon.

“History will remember 
that Spain, Norway, and Ire-
land decided to award a gold 
medal to Hamas murderers 
and rapists,” Katz said.

In response to the 
announcements in Europe, 
Israel’s far-right National 
Security Minister Itamar 
Ben-Gvir paid a provoca-
tive visit Wednesday to the 
Al-Aqsa mosque compound 
— a flashpoint in Jerusalem 
that is sacred to Muslims 
and Jews, who refer to it as 
the Temple Mount.

“We will not even allow 
a statement about a Palestin-
ian state,” he said.

In further retaliation, 
Finance Minister Bezalel 
Smotrich said he would 
stop transferring tax revenue 
earmarked for the Palestin-
ian Authority, a move that 
threatens to handicap its 
already waning ability to 
pay salaries to thousands of 
employees.

Under interim peace 
accords in the 1990s, Isra-
el collects tax revenue on 
behalf of the Palestinians, 
and it has used the money 
as a tool to pressure the 
PA. After the Oct. 7 Hamas 
attack, Smotrich froze the 
transfers, but Israel agreed 

to send the money to Nor-
way, which transferred it 
to the PA. Smotrich said 
Wednesday that he was end-
ing that arrangement.

U.S. national security 
adviser Jake Sullivan said 
the cutoff was “wrong” 
because it “destabilizes the 
West Bank” and undermines 
“the search for security and 
prosperity for the Palestin-
ian people.”

The international com-
munity has viewed the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state 
alongside Israel as the only 
realistic way to resolve the 
conflict.

The United States and 
Britain, among others, back 
the idea of an independent 
Palestinian state alongside 
Israel but say it should come 
as part of a negotiated settle-
ment. Netanyahu’s govern-
ment says the conflict can 
only be resolved through 
direct negotiations.

The formal recognition 
by Norway, Spain and Ire-
land — which all have a 
record of friendly ties with 
both the Israelis and the Pal-
estinians, while long advo-
cating for a Palestinian state 
— is planned for May 28.

Their announcements 
came in swift succession. 
Norway, which helped bro-
ker the Oslo accords that 
kicked off the peace process 
in the 1990s, was the first. 
“There cannot be peace in 
the Middle East if there is 
no recognition,” said Prime 
Minister Jonas Gahr Støre.

The country plans to 
upgrade its representative 
office in the West Bank to 
an embassy.

Irish Prime Minister 
Simon Harris called it a 
“historic and important day 
for Ireland and for Pales-
tine,” saying the announce-
ments had been coordinated 
and other countries might 
join.

Spanish Prime Minis-
ter Pedro Sánchez, who 
announced his country’s 
decision before parliament, 
has spent months touring 
European and Middle East-
ern countries to garner sup-

port for recognition and a 
cease-fire in Gaza.

“This recognition is not 
against anyone, it is not 
against the Israeli people,” 
Sánchez said. “It is an act in 
favor of peace, justice and 
moral consistency.”

President Mahmoud 
Abbas, the leader of the Pal-
estinian Authority, which 
administers parts of the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank, 
welcomed the decisions and 
called on other nations to 
“recognize our legitimate 
rights and support the strug-
gle of our people for libera-
tion and independence.”

Hamas, which Western 
countries and Israel view as a 
terrorist group, does not rec-
ognize Israel’s existence but 
has indicated it might agree 
to a state on the 1967 lines, at 
least on an interim basis. Isra-
el says any Palestinian state 
would be at risk of being 
taken over by Hamas, posing 
a threat to its security.

The announcements are 

unlikely to have any impact 
on the war in Gaza — or 
the long-running conflict 
between Israel and the Pal-
estinians.

Israel annexed east Jeru-
salem and considers it part 
of its capital, and in the 
occupied West Bank it has 
built scores of Jewish settle-
ments that are now home to 
over 500,000 Israelis. The 
settlers have Israeli citizen-
ship, while the 3 million Pal-
estinians in the West Bank 
live under seemingly open-
ended Israeli military rule.

Netanyahu has said Isra-
el will maintain security 
control of Gaza even after 
any defeat of Hamas, and 
the war is still raging there. 
An Israeli airstrike early 
Wednesday killed 10 people, 
including four women and 
four children, who had been 
displaced and were shelter-
ing in central Gaza, accord-
ing to hospital authorities.

Hugh Lovatt, a senior 
policy fellow at the European 

Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, said “recognition is a 
tangible step towards a viable 
political track leading to Pal-
estinian self-determination.”

To have an impact, he 
said, it must come with 
“tangible steps to coun-
ter Israel’s annexation and 
settlement of Palestinian 
territory – such as banning 
settlement products and 
financial services.”

Norwegian Foreign 
Minister Espen Barth Eide 
defended the importance of 
the move in an interview 
with The Associated Press, 
saying that while the coun-
try has supported the estab-
lishment of a Palestinian 
state for decades, it knew 
that recognition is “a card 
that you can play once.”

“We used to think that 
recognition would come 
at the end of a process,” he 
said. “Now we have real-
ized that recognition should 
come as an impetus, as a 
strengthening of a process.”

• Juan Cruz: Robert 
Baumgartner Award for 
Outstanding Male Athlete, 
BHS Blanket Award with 
nine varsity letters and 
Physical Education Award.

• Caleb Dailey: Claude 
and Helen Decker Scholar-
ship.

• Zara Eisenhut: Wells 
County Elks Scholarship, 
Bluffton-Harrison Elemen-
tary Staff Scholarship, BHS 
50-Year Legacy Scholar-
ship, Forrest D. Ramseyer 
Memorial Scholarship and 
Lou Ann C. Stogdill Memo-
rial Fine Arts Scholarship.

• Kylie Frauhiger: Mar-
garet J. McPheeters & 
Nancy Sprague Williams 
Trade/Technical Scholar-
ship.

• Eli Garrett: BHS Ath-
letic Booster Scholarship.

• Caleb Gerber: Bluffton-
Harrison Elementary PTO 
Scholarship, Forrest D. 
Ramseyer Memorial Schol-
arship, William J. & Phyl-
lis (Zehr) Stogdill Memo-
rial Scholarship and Wells 
County Pilots Association 
Scholarship.

• Haley Gibson: Ron-
ald E. DeWitt Memo-
rial Scholarship, Christian 
Care Retirement Commu-
nity Scholarship, Margaret 
J. McPheeters & Nancy 
Sprague Williams Trade/
Technical Scholarship, Out-
standing Female Athlete 
Award, BHS Blanket Award 
with 11 varsity letters and 
Physical Education Award.

• Tyler Godwin: BHS 
Blanket Award with eight 
varsity letters.

• Alexis Grover: Lions 
Club Scholarship, Indiana 
4-H Foundation Scholar-
ship and Math Department 
Award. 

• Alyssia Heffern: Wells 
County Turnaround Schol-
arship and Social Studies 
Department Award.

• Andrew Hunt: BHS 
Blanket Award with nine 
varsity letters.

• Kayla Kiefer: Indiana 
4-H Foundation Scholar-
ship, G. Robert and Emma 
W. Studabaker Agriculture 
Scholarship and BHS Ath-
letic Booster Scholarship.

• Cayah King: BHS 
Athletic Booster Scholar-
ship, Janet Baker Memo-

rial Award and BHS Blanket 
Award with eight varsity let-
ters.

• Maksym Laishevkin: 
Perseverance Award and 
Skills Trade Award.

• Brody Lewis: Zadylak 
Family Wrestling Scholar-
ship, Rotary Athletic Award 
and BHS Blanket Award 
with 12 varsity letters.

• Laura Mann: Wells 
County Elks Scholarship, 
Indiana 4-H Foundation 
Scholarship, Claude and 
Helen Decker Scholarship, 
Montpelier Pony and Saddle 
Club Scholarship, BHS Ath-
letic Booster Scholarship 
and Student Publications 
Award.

• Sam Mechling: Sellers 
Family Memorial Scholar-
ship for Manchester Univer-
sity.

• Nicholas Pastore: First 
Presbyterian Church Hunt-
Manning Award.

• Zach Pemberton: Art 
Department Award and CTE 
Award.

• Corina Rader: K. Rob-
ert Ehrman Trade/Technical 
Scholarship, Physical Edu-
cation Award

• Ben Ramseyer: Emsh-
willer Cup Award, Robert 
Hannie Award, Forrest D. 
Ramseyer Memorial Schol-
arship, BHS Athletic Boost-
er Scholarship and Physical 
Education Award.

• Isa Rhoderick: Art 
Department Award.

• Cruz Rinkenberg-
er: Business Department 
Award.

• Hattie Reinhard: For-
eign Language Award, 
Social Studies Department 
Award and Math Depart-
ment Award.

• Isaiah San Juan: Ralph 
and Sandy Garcia Award, 
Wells County Elks Scholar-
ship, Painter-Webber Schol-
arship, Forrest D. Ramseyer 
Memorial Scholarship and 
Math Department Award. 

• Dalton Rodgers: CTE 
Award. 

• Zoey Schmidt: Art 
Department Award.

• Elsie Schaden: Art 
Department Award.

• Olivia Schreiber: Psi 
Iota Xi Alpha Eta Award 
and Bluffton-Harrison Ele-
mentary PTO Scholarship.

• Sophia Schwartz: Fra-

ternal Order of Firefighters 
and BHS 50-Year Legacy 
Scholarship.

• Tyler Shaw: BHS Ath-
letic Booster Scholarship.

• Lily Sheets: Gaylord & 
Crystal Mounsey Scholar-
ship.

• Kaden Simpson: CTE 
Award.

• Elijah Spencer: Social 
Studies Department Award.

• Madison Smith: Bal-
amohan Family Memorial 
Scholarship, Painter-Web-
ber Scholarship and English 
Department Award.

• Elijah Spencer: Fry-

back Memorial Scholar-
ship, Janet Baker Memo-
rial Scholarship and Math 
Department Award.

• Cameron Straub: Rob-
ert E. Pence Work Based 
Learning Scholarship, Busi-
ness Department Award and 
Math Department Award.

• Clayton Straub: Brick-
ley Farm Foundation Schol-
arship.

• Ayden Teeple: Wells 
County Elks Scholarship, 
Terry Burns Positive Tiger 
Award, BHS Student Coun-
cil Scholarship, Ronald E. 
DeWitt Memorial Scholar-

ship, Dr. Tom Stogdill Com-
munity Service Award, Ignite 
Your Future Scholarship, 
Outstanding Senior Award, 
Business Department Award, 
English Department Award, 
Student Publications Award 
and Social Studies Depart-
ment Award.

• Jordan Troyer: Social 
Studies Department Award.

• Fletcher Wenger: Indi-
ana 4-H Foundation Schol-
arship, Adam Ault Memorial 
Scholarship and BHS Ath-
letic Booster Scholarship.

• Hunter Wenger: BHS 
Athletic Booster Scholar-

ship.
• Hudson Werich: Indi-

ana 4-H Foundation Schol-
arship.

• Elizabeth Wheeler: 
Beta Associate Chapter of 
Tri Kappa Art Award, Indi-
ana 4-H Foundation Schol-
arship and Lilly Endow-
ment Community Scholar-
ship.

• Noah Zoll: Foreign 
Language Award and Math 
Department Award.

• Mary Zurcher: Gaylord 
& Crystal Mounsey Schol-
arship.
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MEDICAID 
FOR LONG

TERM CARE

June 4, 2024

Start 9:30 AM

Belinda Ziko Charles Backs

215 DAVIS ROAD | OSSIAN, IN 46777
PH: 206-622-7821

Breakfast is on the house!

Join us at Hoosier House
1529 Harrison Rd 

Bluffton, IN 
Buffet style breakfast while we discuss the new

landscape of Medicaid for long term care

Must RSVP by

May 29 to

260-622-7821

BHS Class of 2024

Pictured are the Top 10 students of the Bluffton High School Class of 2024. Pictured in front, from left to right, Elijah Spencer, 
Hutchenson Craighead, Connor Collins, Isaiah San Juan and Claire Craighead; back, from left to right, Caleb Gerber, Katelynn 
Bedwell, Hattie Reinhard, Jonah Cole and Zara Eisenhut. (Photos by Holly Gaskill)

Above are seniors who received circle “B” blankets in recogni-
tion of having received varsity letters for nine or more semes-
ters. Pictured in front, from left to right, Andrew Hunt, Lucia 
Corkwell and Alydia Bertsch; back row, from left to right, Juan 
Cruz, Brody Lewis and Haley Gibson.

Connor Collins and Claire Craighead are co-valedictorians for 
the Class of 2024. They will both be giving speeches to their 
peers at commencement on Friday. 

Norway, Ireland and Spain say they will recognize a Palestinian state
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123 Harvest Road.
Bluff ton, IN 46714
123 Harvest Road.

3095 Van Horn St., Zanesville
(West on 224 to 300 W., Turn 
right (heading north( 6 miles)

(260)638-4123
LocaLLy SuppLied

LocaLLy owned

Mon–Wed  9-5pm
Thurs–Fri  9-6pm

Sat  8-1pm

 Brian Steffen
 Call

 824-2832
 Office of Bluffton Cemeteries
 www.themonumentcenter.com

 H y -L ine
 North America, LLC

 1029 Mill Site Dr.
 Warren

 375-2180

222 W. Market St. 
Bluffton, IN 46714

p: 260-824-8620 
f: 260-824-3981

www.wellscountyfound.org
email: wellscountyfound@wellscountyfound.org

 Thoma/Rich,
 Lemler

 Funeral Home
 WELLS COUNTY’S

 OLDEST CONTINUING BUSINESS
 308 West Washington St., Bluffton, IN

 260-824-3850
 www.thomarich.com

The person below has been designated to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements 
contained in the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing section 504 (24 
CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 1988) Yuri Escandon, 504 Coorndinator, Long Beach, CA 90815 / 562-257-5100 / TDD 
(800)545-1833 ext. 359

208 W. State St.
Huntington, IN

260.356.9099
TDD: 1.800.545.1833 x359

Affordable Living Surrounded by Elegance

An RHF
Community

www.ColliersComfort.com

Heating • Air Conditioning • Geothermal

260-622-6622

915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton • 260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com915 N. Main St., Ste. D • Bluff ton • 260.353.1099 • themandfstore.com

720 East Dustman Road | Bluff ton, IN 46714
www.christiancarerc.org | 260-565-3000

Enriching senior living with Christian values and compassionate quality service

Jerry Flack
Julie Myers

& 

of

Associates
Jerry Flack

Julie Myers
Jerry Flack

Julie Myers
Jerry Flack

101 N. Main St. Blu� ton, IN
Corner of Main & Market

DENTAL • VISION • HEARING • MEDICARE OPTIONS • SHORT TERM 
MEDICAL • FINAL EXPENSE,  TERM & WHOLE LIFE INSURANCE

 HIDAY
 AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

 260-824-0900    OR    260-824-1931
   GENERAL MOTORS              CHRYSLER

 2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

 1-800-747-4925

 BLUFFTON
 1/2 mile north of Walmart 

 on St. Rd. 1

 MONROE
 North of 124 & 27 on 100W

 Bluffton •  824-1846
 2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

 1-800-747-4925

 BLUFFTON
 1/2 mile north of Walmart 

 on St. Rd. 1

 MONROE
 North of 124 & 27 on 100W

 Bluffton •  824-1846

Wells County 
Veterans’ Service Office
223 W Washington St. Suite #102

Bluffton, IN 46714
Mon-Thurs: 8am-1pm

Phone: (260) 824-6403 • Fax: (260) 824-9942
Email: veterans@wellscounty.org

Dewey Randall Service Officer

#1 Best Heating & 
Cooling Co.

#1 Best Plumbing 
Service

Call and Schedule a 
Check Up Today!

CO52100004

REMEMBER & HONORREMEMBER & HONOR

HAPPY 
MEMORIAL DAY

Parts • Sales & Service
NEW HOLLAND TRI-COUNTY

11/2 miles S. of Blu� ton on St. Rd. 1

(260) 824-4638
Toll Free 1-888-686-4638

30 Premier Avenue
Bluffton, IN 46714

406 South Scott Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46814

(260)824-5566 www.dhblaw.com

DALE, HUFFMAN 
& BABCOCK
L A W Y E R S

www.decaturdentalin.com
Decatur • Geneva • Bluffton • Berne • Warren

400 East Logan St., Markle, IN
260-758-3121

WAYNE      METALS

Websites • Mobile Responsive Design • SEO
Business Page Creation • Social Media Creation 

Social Media Networks • Reputation Monitoring
Online Advertising & Marketing

nb-digital.com | 800.579.7576

A Division of News-Banner Publications, Inc.

NB Digital

FCC (Adams), LLC 
Berne, IN 

Join Our Team 

Apply using the QR Code 
or finding us on Indeed FCC (Adams), LLC 

Berne, IN 

Join Our Team 

Apply using the QR Code 
or finding us on Indeed 

FCC (Adams), LLC 
Berne, IN 

Join Our Team 

Apply using the QR Code 
or finding us on Indeed 

FCC (Adams), LLC 
Berne, IN 

Join Our Team 

Apply using the QR Code 
or finding us on Indeed 

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1922

3220 St. Rd. 124 East, Bluffton • 824-3852

Douglas L. Cale & Mitchel P. Harnish
Owner Owner

2883 E State Road 124
Blu� ton, IN 46714

(260) 824-4929

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

2883 E State Road 124
Blu� ton, IN 46714

(260) 824-4929

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnostics and More!tics and More!
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2024

Memorial Day is celebrated annually on the last Monday of May across the United 
States. � e proximity of Memorial Day to the summer solstice has led many to view the 
weekend preceding the holiday as the uno�  cial kicko�  to summer. However, Memorial 
Day is about more than backyard barbecues and weekend getaways.

Memorial Day honors service members who died while serving in the United States 
military. � ough Memorial Day traces its origins to the years following the American 
Civil War in the mid-nineteenth century, it did not become an o�  cial federal holiday 
until 1971. � at’s one of just many interesting facts about Memorial Day that are 
worth noting as the United States prepares to commemorate the sacri� ces of military 
personnel who died in service of the country.

• Memorial Day began as something of a grass roots movement. According to 
History.com, by the late 1860s individuals in towns across the war-ravaged United 
States began holding springtime tributes to soldiers who lost their lives during the 
American Civil War.

• Among the more notable postwar commemorations was one organized by former 
slaves in Charleston, South Carolina. � at commemoration occurred less than a month 
a� er the Confederate forces surrendered in 1865. Despite that, History.com notes 
that in 1966 the federal government declared Waterloo, New York, the birthplace of 
Memorial Day.

• Postwar commemorations also were organized by northern veterans of the Civil 
War. General John A. Logan, who led an organization of Union veterans, called for a 
nationwide day of remembrance in May 1868. General Logan referred to the holiday as 
Declaration Day and chose May 30 because it was not the anniversary of any speci� c 
battle and therefore unlikely to be viewed by some as controversial.

• Early commemorations of Decoration Day, which gradually came to be known 
as Memorial Day, initially honored only those soldiers who died during the American 
Civil War. However, that changed over time as American servicemen fought in various 
wars, including both World Wars, the Vietnam War, the Korean War, and other 
con� icts.

• Th e red poppy has become a symbol of Memorial Day. Th at red poppy can be 
traced to a poem by Canadian John McCrae, who served as a Lieutenant Colonel 
in World War I. “In Flanders Field” notes the red poppies that grew in � elds where 
countless soldiers had been buried in modern-day Belgium. � e poem was published in 
1915, three years before the war ended. Sadly, McCrae himself was a casualty of the war, 
succumbing to pneumonia in France in 1918 while still in the service.

Memorial Day honors service personnel who lost their lives while serving in the 
U.S. military. � e holiday’s inspiration and lengthy history merits consideration as the 
nation prepares to commemorate countless soldiers’ sacri� ces once more.

Interesting facts related to Memorial Day

 WILSON-CONFER
 Chiropractic Center

 Dr. Sarah Confer &
  Dr. Margaret Confer

 9900N 100W-90
 Markle, IN 46770

 260-638-4479

STEEL PRODUCT S
C O R P O R A T I O N

0059 North Oak Street Ext.
Bluffton, IN 46714-1499

Phone 260-824-1118

Fulfi lling all your needs in custom 
fabrication and mobile welding.

Welder 
Ingenuity
Nick Pursifull
260-273-7820

Welder 

� e freedoms people living in the United States are a� orded would not have 
been possible to provide if not for the brave e� orts and undying commitment of the 
many individuals who have served in the nation’s armed forces. American military 
personnel have played vital roles in securing freedoms for their fellow citizens as well as 
individuals overseas.

Each year on the fi nal Monday in May, the United States commemorates military 
personnel who lost their lives while serving in the armed forces. � ose individuals 
made the ultimate sacri� ce, and Memorial Day is a way to honor them and thank 
their families for their sel� ess acts. � is Memorial Day, families can embrace various 
measures to honor fallen veterans.

• Visit a local veterans cemetery. Th e United Service Organization (USO) notes 
that most states have national veterans cemeteries. � ough some veterans cemeteries 
are open only to family members of service personnel, others are open to the general 
public. Visiting a veterans cemetery is a great way to honor fallen military members 
and ensure the memory of their service and sacri� ce is not forgotten on Memorial Day.

• Celebrate veterans over Memorial Day weekend. Memorial Day weekend is now 
synonymous with getaways and backyard barbecues. By taking time out during the 
weekend to honor fallen veterans, families can ensure the meaning behind the holiday 
is not lost in the midst of celebrations with family and friends. Take time out during a 
family barbecue to discuss a family member who served or, if traveling, make an e� ort 
to visit a veterans memorial along your travel route.

• Help raise funds for veterans organizations. Fun runs or community Memorial 
Day walks may benefi t local veterans organizations that help service members in need. 
Many service members may need help dealing with the deaths of friends or family 
members who died while serving in the armed forces, and veterans organizations may 
provide such help or direct funds to groups that do. � at makes participation in events 
that benefi t veterans organizations a great way to honor current military personnel and 
those who have served in the past, including those who died in service of their country.

• Teach youngsters about the role of the armed forces. Th ere’s a lot competing for 
the attention of today’s young people, and that can make it easy to overlook the very 
freedoms that make the United States such a unique country throughout world history. 
Parents and guardians can emphasize the role the armed forces play in procuring 
and protecting freedoms in the United States and emphasize the signifi cance of the 
sacri� ces of those who gave their lives to ensure a higher quality of life for all U.S. 
residents.

Memorial Day commemorates military personnel who died while serving in 
the armed forces. � ere is much families can do to ensure those sacri� ces are never 
forgotten or taken for granted.

What families can do to honor fallen veterans
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By RYAN WALKER
Norwell’s tennis season came to a 

screeching halt at the hands of No. 26 Home-
stead Wednesday night in 
the regional championship 
match. But like the first 
meeting between the two 
teams, it wasn’t without a 
fight.

The Knights gave 
the Spartans another 3-2 
game, this time on a neu-
tral site at Bluffton. In 
the beginning, all but No. 
1 singles was ahead for 
Norwell at the time before 
Homestead came back and 
stole the first set from No. 
2 singles and doubles.

Homestead’s Macy 
Parker got the Spartans on 
the board first at No.1. sin-
gles, but was quickly fol-
lowed by Norwell’s Macie 
Saalfrank with a win at 
No. 3 singles.

All matches between 
the two winners were tight 
and nearly took a full three 
hours to complete. But 
Homestead clinched a team victory, winning 
at No. 2 singles and doubles.

“We came in as underdogs, and we gave 
him everything that we had we think made it 
close and really made Homestead really ner-
vous,” Norwell head coach Holly Kimball 
said after the match. “To come out with a 
two-three loss against state-ranked Home-
stead team is really good for us. Still proud 
of them.”

The second point was the most difficult 
for Norwell, but meant the most.

Annabelle Johnson and Macy Felger 
were fighting for team points for the major-
ity of the match, but after realizing the match 

was out of hand, they were both solely play-
ing to keep their individual tournament 
hopes alive.

The No. 1 doubles 
team was unbeaten in the 
postseason and, therefore, 
eligible to advance in the 
sectional individual tour-
nament as was Home-
stead’s team.

Johnson and Felger 
locked up the first set 6-2, 
but the Spartans’ team of 
Grace Hansen and Caro-
line Meier won the second 
by one point. The match 
went all the way down to 
a tiebreaker in the third 
and final set. After many 
tries, the Knights’ duo 
got it done and conquered 
victory 6-2, 6-7, 7-6 (8-6). 
Johnson and Felger will 
now play Maconaquah’s 
No. 1 doubles team in the 
sectional at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 23 at Bluffton.

“You’re always excited 
for the seniors, when they 
win, and they get to go 

on,” Kimball said. “So, the fight that they 
had, especially to come back after they 
lost three games is phenomenal. And to 
pull it out in a tiebreaker was great. Every-
body’s really proud of them, and I’m looking 
forward to bringing a whole team tomorrow 
to support him again.”

As a team, Norwell’s group was led by 
five seniors: Johnson and Felger, Jordyn 
Xayyachack, Ciera Hiester and Addy Hey-
erly, who will be dearly missed both on and 
off the court. The core five were leaders and 
lifted the Knights’ program to four Northeast 
8 Conference titles and three sectional cham-
pionships in their tenure. But they made an 

impact off the court as well.
“I think part of what they leave is just a 

good culture,” Kimball said. “They wel-
come in the new people, we don’t have any 
juniors, so hopefully the sophomores will 
step up next year and continue that culture of 
acceptance and try to grow the program and 
invite anybody who wants to play. Because 
you can see during a lot of these matches, 
it’s a team when the other girls weren’t on 
the court, but they’re cheering for one dou-
bles and it makes a huge difference when 
you have a team around you.”

Individual results:
• Macy Parker (H) defeated Addy Hey-

erly 6-1, 6-0 at No. 1 singles.
• Layla Kelly (H) defeated Delaney 

Hoover 7-5, 6-1 at No. 2 singles.
• Macie Saalfrank (N) defeated Stella 

Adams 6-2, 7-5 at No. 3 singles.
• Annabelle Johnson and Macy Felger 

(N) defeated Grace Hansen and Caroline 
Meier 6-2, 6-7, 7-6 (8-6) at No. 1 doubles.

• Elaina Schilt and Nadie Cowan (H) 
defeated Jordyn Xayyachack 7-5, 6-2 at No. 
2 doubles.
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Heavy Glass Shower Doors •  Auto Glass • Vinyl Windows, 
Custom Mirrors as well as Commercial Work

www.strongholdglassllc.com • 1325 West Wiley, Blufft  on • 260-824-4715

Locally Owned 
Restaurant in 
Wells County!

260-824-4950
1415 South Main Street, Bluffton, IN 46714

Prime Rib Dinner
Every Friday after 4pm
Includes Green Beans & 

Baby Potatoes with Bread

Buy-Sell-Estate and Collection Appraisal
Strong Buyers of Old Coins, Silver Coins & Scrap Gold Jewelry

Solly’s Coins
• US Coins 

• Gold Coins 
• Silver Bullion 

• Proof & Mint Sets 
• Coin Supplies 

(Albums & Folders)

(260)747-0500 
NOW in Broadview Plaza Across the 

Street From Our Old Location!
6110 Bluffton Rd., Waynedale, Fort Wayne, IN 

Jim Sollberger, Owner 
sollycoins@comcast.net 

www.sollyscoins.com
Hours: T-F - 10-5  |  SAT - 10-2  |  or by Appointment

THURSDAY, MAY 23
BOYS GOLF: Bluffton at Norwell, 4 p.m.; Heritage at 

Southern Wells, 5 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD (Girls): Bluffton, Norwell at Carroll, 6 p.m.
SOFTBALL: (Sectional) Bluffton at South Adams, 5:30 

p.m.; Norwell vs. Bellmont at Oak hill, 7 p.m.
FRIDAY, MAY 24
BASEBALL: (Sectional) Southern Wells vs. Liberty Chris-

tian at Wes-Del, 5 p.m. 
SATURDAY,  MAY 25
BASEBALL: Southern Wells vs. Liberty Christian at Wes-

Del, 5 p.m.; Bellmont at Norwell, 11 a.m.; Bluffton at South 
Adams, 1 p.m.

MONDAY, MAY 27
BOYS GOLF: Bluffton, Southern Wells at Southwood 

Knights Invitational, 10 a.m.

High School Calendar

Norwell’s Korben Neuenschwander (right) tags Peru base runner Isaac Braley during the second inning of the sectional quarter-
final Wednesday night at Norwell High School. Neuenschwander’s go-ahead RBI single came in clutch in extra innings, leading 
the Knights to a 6-4 victory over the Tigers. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

By RYAN WALKER
Norwell had to gut out a 6-4 victory over Peru in the first 

round of the baseball sectional Wednesday night.
The Knights, who are hosting their first-ever sectional in 

baseball, got clutch hits in front of a packed crowd to rally 
behind a 3-0 deficit.

Peru got on the board first, plating three runs in the sec-
ond inning on a two-RBI single by Gavin Eldridge, who 
later scored on a wild pitch.

Outside of Cayden Cassel’s RBI single in the third 
inning, Norwell found itself in some trouble until the fifth 
inning. That was when Drew Graft slammed home an RBI 
triple to inch closer with a 3-2 score. Then, Cade Shel-
ton blasted his second home run of the season to the bat-
ting cages in left field for a two-run home run that gave the 
Knights the lead.

Following the home run, the Tigers tied the game up 
when Reis Bellar reached base, legging out an infield sin-
gle. He rounded second, third, and came home a few pitches 
later on passed balls and wild throws.

In the seventh, Graft reached first on a leadoff walk, stole 
second and represented the go-ahead run for the Knights. 
But the Tigers’ relief pitcher Ian Potts recorded the next 
three outs to send the game to extra innings.

Leading off the eighth inning, Logan Cotton was plunked 
by Potts and was awarded first base. Pinch runner Garry 
Riley ran for him and ended up on second on a stolen base. 
Drew Jolley’s sacrifice bunt was executed to perfection, get-
ting Riley to third. Then, Korben Neuenschwander came 
in clutch, hitting a single back up the Tigers’ middle of the 
infield to regain the lead.

For insurance, Graft drilled a double to left field to drive 
in another run.

Cade Shelton, throwing in relief for Lane Lewis in the 
seventh inning, recorded three outs in a row for the second 
straight inning to seal the win.

Norwell will host Bellmont in the second round at 11 
a.m. Saturday, May 25.

ryan@news-banner.com

Neuenschwander’s, 
Graft’s late-inning 
RBI lift Knights to 
sectional victory

At left, Cade Shelton (back) gets a big hug from Korben Neuenschwander after recording the final out of the game to keep their 
season alive. At right, Knights’ starting pitcher Lane Lewis yells toward his dugout in excitement after striking out a Tiger batter 
early in the game.

Spartans end Knights’ tennis run, 
Johnson and Felger continue

Norwell’s Macy Felger (left) encourages her No. 1 doubles partner Annabelle Johnson in the 
late stages of their match with Homestead’s Grace Hansen and Caroline Meier in the regional 
final Wednesday at Bluffton. The two got the win in a third-set tiebreaker, advancing to the sec-
tional portion of the individual doubles tournament to extend their season. The Knights fell as a 
team 3-2. (Photos by Ryan Walker)

Knights’ No. 3 singles player Macie 
Saalfrank returns a shot during her 
match. Saalfrank was the first of 
two points for Norwell in the match 
with Homestead.



BASKETBALL
NBA

Sunday, May 19
Indiana 130, New York 109, Indiana 

wins series 4 - 3
Minnesota 98, Denver 90, Minnesota 

wins series 4 - 3
CONFERENCE FINALS

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Tuesday, May 21

Boston 133, Indiana 123
Wednesday, May 22

Dallas 108, Minnesota 105
Thursday, May 23

Indiana at Boston, 8 p.m.
Friday, May 24

Dallas at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 25

Boston at Indiana, 8:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 26

Minnesota at Dallas, 8 p.m.

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
New York 4 0 1.000 —
Connecticut 3 0 1.000 ½
Atlanta 2 1 .667 1½
Chicago 1 1 .500 2
Washington 0 4 .000 4
Indiana 0 5 .000 4½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

Minnesota 2 0 1.000 —
Las Vegas 2 1 .667 ½
Phoenix 2 1 .667 ½
Seattle 2 3 .400 1½
Los Angeles 1 2 .333 1½
Dallas 1 2 .333 1½
Tuesday’s Games
Atlanta 83, Dallas 78
Phoenix 98, Las Vegas 88
Los Angeles 70, Washington 68

Wednesday’s Games
Seattle 85, Indiana 83

Thursday’s Games
Chicago at New York, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Connecticut, 7 p.m.
Washington at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Indiana at Los Angeles, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
New York at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Connecticut at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Indiana at Las Vegas, 9 p.m.
Washington at Seattle, 9 p.m.
Dallas at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY

NHL
Saturday, May 18

Edmonton 5, Vancouver 1, series 
tied 3 - 3

Monday, May 20
Edmonton at Vancouver, 9 p.m.

CONFERENCE FINALS
(Best-of-7)
(x-if necessary)

Wednesday, May 22
Florida at N.Y. Rangers, 8 p.m.

Friday, May 24
Florida at N.Y. Rangers, 8 p.m.

Sunday, May 26
N.Y. Rangers at Florida, 3 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 34 17 .667 —
Baltimore 29 18 .617 3
Boston 26 24 .520 7½
Tampa Bay 25 26 .490 9
Toronto 22 26 .458 10½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Cleveland 33 17 .660 —
Kansas City 32 19 .627 1½
Minnesota 26 23 .531 6½
Detroit 23 26 .469 9½
Chicago 15 35 .300 18

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Seattle 27 23 .540 —
Texas 24 26 .480 3
Houston 22 28 .440 5
Los Angeles 20 30 .400 7
Oakland 20 30 .400 7

Tuesday’s Games
Cleveland 7, N.Y. Mets 6
Minnesota 10, Washington 0
Boston 5, Tampa Bay 2
Philadelphia 5, Texas 2
Chicago White Sox 5, Toronto 0
Kansas City 10, Detroit 3
Seattle 6, N.Y. Yankees 3
Houston 6, L.A. Angels 5, 10 innings
Oakland 5, Colorado 4
Baltimore at St. Louis, sus.

Wednesday’s Games
St. Louis 3, Baltimore 1, 1st game
Minnesota 3, Washington 2
Cleveland 6, N.Y. Mets 3
St. Louis 5, Baltimore 4, 2nd game
L.A. Angels 2, Houston 1
Kansas City 8, Detroit 3
Philadelphia 11, Texas 4

Boston 8, Tampa Bay 5
N.Y. Yankees 7, Seattle 3
Toronto 9, Chicago White Sox 2
Colorado at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Seattle (Castillo 4-5) at N.Y. Yankees 

(Gil 5-1), 12:35 p.m.
Texas (Heaney 0-5) at Philadelphia 

(Wheeler 5-3), 1:05 p.m.
Colorado (Feltner 1-4) at Oakland 

(Estes 1-1), 3:37 p.m.
Toronto (Gausman 2-3) at Detroit 

(Flaherty 1-3), 6:40 p.m.
Baltimore (Rodriguez 4-1) at Chicago 

White Sox (Clevinger 0-2), 7:40 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Toronto at Detroit, 6:40 p.m.
Seattle at Washington, 6:45 p.m.
Kansas City at Tampa Bay, 6:50 p.m.
Milwaukee at Boston, 7:10 p.m.
Texas at Minnesota, 7:10 p.m.
Baltimore at Chicago White Sox, 

7:40 p.m.
Cleveland at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.
Houston at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at San Diego, 9:40 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 36 14 .720 —
Atlanta 28 18 .609 6
Washington 21 27 .438 14
New York 21 28 .429 14½
Miami 17 34 .333 19½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 28 21 .571 —
Chicago 27 23 .540 1½
St. Louis 23 26 .469 5
Pittsburgh 23 27 .460 5½
Cincinnati 20 29 .408 8

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 33 18 .647 —
San Diego 26 26 .500 7½
San Francisco 24 26 .480 8½
Arizona 23 26 .469 9
Colorado 15 32 .319 16

Tuesday’s Games
Cleveland 7, N.Y. Mets 6
Cincinnati 2, San Diego 0
Minnesota 10, Washington 0
Philadelphia 5, Texas 2
Milwaukee 7, Miami 5
Pittsburgh 7, San Francisco 6, 10 

innings
Chicago Cubs 4, Atlanta 3, 10 

innings
Oakland 5, Colorado 4
Arizona 7, L.A. Dodgers 3
Baltimore at St. Louis, sus.

Wednesday’s Games
St. Louis 3, Baltimore 1, 1st game
Minnesota 3, Washington 2
Cleveland 6, N.Y. Mets 3
St. Louis 5, Baltimore 4, 2nd game
Miami 1, Milwaukee 0
San Diego 7, Cincinnati 3
Philadelphia 11, Texas 4
Atlanta 9, Chicago Cubs 2
San Francisco 9, Pittsburgh 5, 10 

innings
Colorado at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.
Arizona at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
San Francisco (Black 0-1) at Pitts-

burgh (Skenes 1-0), 12:35 p.m.
Texas (Heaney 0-5) at Philadelphia 

(Wheeler 5-3), 1:05 p.m.
San Diego (Waldron 2-5) at Cincin-

nati (Montas 2-3), 1:10 p.m.
Atlanta (TBD) at Chicago Cubs 

(TBD), 2:20 p.m.
Colorado (Feltner 1-4) at Oakland 

(Estes 1-1), 3:37 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Atlanta at Pittsburgh, 6:40 p.m.
Seattle at Washington, 6:45 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Cincinnati, 7:10 

p.m.
Milwaukee at Boston, 7:10 p.m.
San Francisco at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 

p.m.
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis, 8:15 

p.m.
Philadelphia at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.
Miami at Arizona, 9:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at San Diego, 9:40 

p.m.

Midwest League
East Division

 W L Pct. GB
Great Lakes 23 18 .561 —
Lake County 23 18 .561 —
West Michigan  21 20 .512 2
Lansing  20 21 .488 3
Dayton  19 22 .463 4
Fort Wayne  19 22 .463 4

West Division
 W L Pct. GB

Wisconsin  27 14 .659 —
Cedar Rapids 25 15 .625 1½
Quad Cities  20 21 .488 7
Beloit (Miami) 19 21 .475 7½
South Bend  15 26 .366 12
Peoria  14 27 .341 13

Tuesday’s Games
Beloit 8, Great Lakes 4
South Bend 7, Wisconsin 1
West Michigan 11, Lake County 7
Fort Wayne 12, Lansing 1

Dayton at Quad Cities, ppd.
Cedar Rapids 8, Peoria 6, 10 innings

Wednesday’s Games
Wisconsin 4, South Bend 2
Quad Cities 5, Dayton 2, 1st game
Dayton 8, Quad Cities 6, 2nd game
Great Lakes 14, Beloit 13, 10 innings
Lake County 12, West Michigan 3
Fort Wayne 12, Lansing 5
Peoria 3, Cedar Rapids 2

Thursday’s Games
Beloit at Great Lakes, 6:05 p.m.
West Michigan at Lake County, 6:35 

p.m.
Wisconsin at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Lansing at Fort Wayne, 7:05 p.m.
Dayton at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Beloit at Great Lakes, 6:05 p.m.
West Michigan at Lake County, 6:35 

p.m.
Wisconsin at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Lansing at Fort Wayne, 7:05 p.m.
Dayton at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
Wednesday’s Transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Recalled 

LHP Nick Vespi from Norfolk (IL) and 
added as the 27th man for a double-
header. Acquired C Blake Hunt from 
Seattle in exchange for RHP Mike 
Baumann and C Michael Perez and 
optioned him to Norfolk (IL).

BOSTON RED SOX — Sent RHP 
Isaiah Campbell to Worcester (IL) on a 
rehab assignment.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Recalled 
OF Zach DeLoach and RHP Nick Nas-
trini. Placed OF Eloy Jimenez on the 
10-day IL. Placed RHP Steven Wilson 
on the 15-day IL, retroactive to May 20.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Reinstat-
ed RHP Tommy Kahnle from the 15-day 
IL. Optioned LHP Clayton Andrews to 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Selected 
the contract of LHP Jhonathan Diaz 
from Tacoma (PCL) and optioned him 
to Tacoma.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Reinstated 
RHP Ryan Pepiot from the 15-day IL. 
Designated RHP Erasmo Ramirez for 
assignment.

TEXAS RANGERS — Reinstated 
RHP Dane Dunning from the 15-day IL. 

Optioned RHP Cole Winn to Round Rock 
(IL). Agreed to terms with RHP Nabil 
Crismatt on a minor league contract and 
assigned him to Round Rock.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — 

Recalled LHP Brandon Hughes from 
Reno (PCL). Optioned RHP Slade Cec-
coni to Reno.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Recalled 
RHP Chris Roycroft from Memphis (IL).

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Selected 
the contract of LF David Peralta from 
El Paso (PCL). Transferred RHP Luis 
Patino from the 15-day IL to the 60-day 
IL. Placed SS Xander Bogaerts on the 
10-day IL, retroactive to May 21.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Rein-
stated LHP Blake Snell from the 15-day 
IL. Optioned RHP Nick Avila to Rich-
mond (EL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ATLANTA FALCONS — Waived TE 
Tucker Fisk with an injury designation. 
Signed WRs Daylen Baldwin and Odieu 
Hiliare.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Named 
George Kokinis vice president of player 
personnel, David McDonald vice presi-
dent of research and development, Mark 
Azevedo director of player personnel, 
Andrew Raphael director of college 
scouting, Derrick Yam director of data 
and decision science, Joey Cleary 
assistant director of college scouting and 
Corey Frazier assistant director of pro 
personnel. Released DT Bravvion Roy.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed 
WR Alex Bachman.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed TE 
Kevin Foelsch. Waived QB Colby Suits.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed draft 
pick TE Theo Johnson.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Placed 
WR DeVante Parker on the reserve/
retired list.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — 
Signed draft pick S Tykee Smith. Signed 
DL Earnest Brown. Waived RB Patrick 
Laird.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Signed D 
Luca Cagnoni to a three-year, entry-

level contract.
TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Signed 

D Dyllan Gill to a three-year, entry-level 
contact.

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — 
Returned D Vincent Iorio to Hershey 
(AHL) from loan.
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Service Consultant
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 Family, Farm and Fleet Vehicle Repair
 FLEET ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 0520 S. Decker Dr.
 Bluffton

 “The Quality Service 
 You Deserve!”

 260-824-9149

 PRECISION 
 SERVICE

 FREE
 Estimates

RACING RACING 
NEWSNEWS

1421 Manchester St., Decatur
½ block west of U.S. 27 North

(260) 724-2276

www.icav.us

WALKWAY
AREA LIGHTING

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

LANDSCAPE
SPOTLIGHTS & 

FLOOD LIGHTS

INDICATOR 
LIGHTS

IN-GROUND LIGHTING

 Bluffton Tire Inc. Bluffton Tire Inc.
 1308 S. Main St. 1308 S. Main St.

 Bluffton Bluffton

 10%   OFF 10%   OFF 10%   OFF
 Discontinued 
 Closeout Tires

 1-260-824-0418

Visit us today for a new 
or used automobile… 

and some 
peace of mind.

WAKE UP!
Now That We Have Your
Attention… Visit Us For

High Quality Great Service
And Low Pricing.

You’re always a winner
with our service
professionals.Itʼll be like watching the sun

come out after the rain.

Then come 
to Hiday.

HIDAY AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM 

1791 N. Main St., Bluffton 
260-824-1931 • 888-824-0901 

CHEVROLET
1743 N. Main St., Bluffton
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www.hidaymotors.com
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Don’t Gamble When It Comes 
To Your Car’s Maintenance!

News-Banner Scoreboard

Southern Wells hosted its Senior Night 
at Dogwood Glen Golf Course Wednes-
day night.

The Raiders defeated Heritage in the 
solo match with a team score of 185-190.

Dirk Frauhiger was the medalist and 

led the Raiders with a score of 43, fol-
lowed by Gabe McElhaney and Cash 
Banter (44), Chandler Oswalt (54) and 
Tristen Worster (55).

Southern Wells will be at Southwood 
at 10 a.m. Monday, May 27.

Raiders get golf win on 
Senior Night over Patriots

NASCAR CUP SERIES
Coca-Cola 600

Site: Concord, North Carolina.
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 5:05 p.m., and qualifying, 

5:50 p.m.; Sunday, race, 6 p.m. (FOX).
Track: Charlotte Motor Speedway.
Last race: Joey Logano started on the pole at North Wil-

kesboro, led 199 of the 200 laps and won the non-points 
All-Star race for the second time, earning $1 million.

Next race: June 2, Madison, Illinois.
NASCAR XFINITY SERIES

BetMGM 300
Site: Concord, North Carolina.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 3:35 p.m., and qualifying, 

4:05 p.m.; Saturday, race, 1 p.m. (FOX).
Next race: June 1, Portland, Oregon.

NASCAR TRUCK SERIES
North Carolina Education Lottery 200

Site: Concord, North Carolina.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 1:30 p.m., qualifying, 2:05 

p.m., and race, 8:30 p.m. (FS1).
Next race: June 1, Madison, Illinois.

FORMULA ONE
Monaco Grand Prix

Site: Monaco.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.; Sat-

urday, practice, 6:30 a.m., and qualifying, 10 a.m.; Sunday, 
race, 9 a.m. (ESPN).

Track: Circuit de Monaco.
Last race: Verstappen held off a challenge from Lando 

Norris to win in Italy, his fifth victory in seven races this 
season.

Next race: June 9, Montreal, Canada.
INDYCAR

Indianapolis 500
Site: Indianapolis, Indiana.
Schedule: Friday, final practice, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.; Sunday, 

race, 12:30 p.m. (NBC).
Track: Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Next race: June 2, Detroit.

NHRA DRAG RACING
Last event: Antron Brown won in Top Fuel and Matt 

Hagan won in Funny Car in Illinois.
Next event: June 2, Epping, New Hampshire.

WORLD OF OUTLAWS
Next events: May 24 & 25, Chillicothe, Ohio; May 27, 

Fremont, Ohio.

By DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Sports Writer

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Luka Doncic 
had 15 of his 33 points in the fourth quar-
ter to lift the Dallas Mavericks to a 108-105 
victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves 
in Game 1 of the Western Conference finals 
on Wednesday night.

Kyrie Irving scored 24 of his 30 in the 
first half for the Mavericks, who trailed 
102-98 after a 3-pointer by Anthony 
Edwards with 3:37 left before an 8-0 run 
the Wolves didn’t stop until a tip-in with 
10.5 seconds to go. For the first time in six 
tries under coach Jason Kidd, the Maver-
icks won the first game of a series.

Jaden McDaniels had his third straight 
20-plus-point game with 24 points for the 
Wolves, but Edwards — who earned his 
first All-NBA selection prior to the game, 
on the second team — was stifled for 19 
points in a team effort from the Mavericks. 
Karl-Anthony Towns needed a late burst to 
get to 16 points and finished 6 for 20 from 
the floor.

The star power in this series is strong, 
and for the first night at least the Mavericks 
got what they needed from their leading 
duo while the Wolves largely struggled to 
run the offense around theirs.

Dallas had a 62-38 advantage in points 
in the paint to offset a 6-for-25 shooting 
performance from deep.

“Terrible offense down the stretch: bad 
shots, turnovers, no composure,” Wolves 
coach Chris Finch said. “We’ve got to be 
better in clutch moments.”

Towns came to life with a long jump-
er, a lob to Rudy Gobert for a slam and a 
3-pointer on a 2-minute burst to give the 
Wolves the lead back with 4:39 to go on the 
way to a 10-0 run that Doncic ended with 
a 3-pointer. P.J. Washington, who had 13 
points and seven rebounds, hit from deep to 
put the Mavericks back in front with 1:56 
to go.

Towns thought he tied the game with a 
putback dunk on the next possession, but 
that was waved off for basket interference.

Edwards, who went scoreless in the 
third quarter, added 11 rebounds and eight 
assists.

Neither team led by more than nine. 
Minnesota hosts Game 2 on Friday night.

Doncic was relatively quiet until he 
scored seven straight points over 63 sec-
onds early in the fourth quarter, and the 
Mavericks stretched that to a 13-0 run for a 
97-89 lead that Edwards finally ended with 
a 3-pointer after another helter-skelter pos-

session.
The Wolves had two days off after 

dethroning defending champion Denver 
with a Game 7 comeback from a 20-point 
deficit to win the second-round series, and 
the transition was sharp from the Nuggets 
and NBA MVP Nikola Jokic’s deliberate 
and powerful style to the pick-and-roll-
heavy Mavericks.

The Wolves frequently lost their oppo-
nents off screens for wide-open dunks, and 
the Mavericks moved with a purpose that 
kept the Wolves from consistently setting 
their half-court defense around the NBA 
Defensive Player of the Year Gobert at the 
rim.

Irving’s stunning burst on the break and 
on the drive presented a unique challenge 
the Wolves and their league-leading defense 
didn’t face in the last round, when they held 
the Nuggets to an average of 85 points over 
their four wins.

“He got us going. Without him, we 
would probably be down 20 at halftime,” 
Doncic said. “I had to help him in the sec-
ond half a little bit. So we switched roles 
this time.”

McDaniels, who played his usual relent-
less defense on the perimeter, was the 
catalyst on the other end of the court too 
with five 3-pointers in the first half, but 
Towns had trouble getting shots to fall and 
Edwards found his driving lanes constantly 
clogged.

“He’s an amazing player. We have to put 
multiple bodies on him,” Doncic said. “If 
he’s going 1-on-1, it’s kind of tough to stop 
him.”

The Mavericks have cranked up their 
defense since adding Daniel Gafford and 
Washington at the trade deadline, as top-
seeded Oklahoma City can attest after los-
ing in six games in the last round.

The Wolves have had the superior depth 
in each round so far, and Kyle Anderson 
gave them a vital 11 points in the first half. 
Naz Reid had 15 points, including a fast-
break layup followed by a steal from Don-
cic to set up a 3-pointer by Edwards at the 
end of the first quarter that put the Wolves 
up 33-27 and had the crowd roaring.

The Wolves and these long-frustrated 
fans have reached unfamiliar territory with 
this team that has given the franchise just its 
second Western Conference finals appear-
ance ever. The Mavericks were here just 
two years ago, but before Irving arrived. 
He’s the only player of significance in this 
series with a championship ring, having 
helped Cleveland win it all in 2016.

Doncic leads strong close 
by Mavericks for win over 
Wolves in Game 1 of WCF

CHICAGO (AP) — Max Fried was 
almost unhittable — once again.

Fried has carried a no-hitter into the 
sixth inning in three of his last five starts for 
Atlanta. The left-hander retired his first 15 
batters in a three-hitter Wednesday night, 
leading the Braves to a 9-2 victory over the 
Chicago Cubs.

“It’s something I pride myself in, on 
going to deep into games,” Fried said. “The 
nights where you’re efficient, you’re not 
walking guys and not wasting pitches, it’s 
more about just putting your foot on the gas 
pedal and just keep going, rather than think-
ing about it.”

The 30-year-old Fried struggled early in 
the season, recording a 7.71 ERA through 
his first four starts. But he has been much 
better of late.

He struck out six while throwing a three-
hitter in a 5-0 victory over Miami on April 
23. He struck out seven while pitching six 

hitless innings in a no-decision at Seattle 
on April 29. He tossed seven more hitless 
innings in a 4-1 victory over the New York 
Mets on May 11.

After a shaky outing against San Diego 
last week, he turned in another gem against 
the Cubs.

“Fortunately I get to witness it and be a 
part of it,” Atlanta catcher Travis d’Arnaud 
said. “I think him understanding his deliv-
ery so well is a big part of it. Being able to 
put his fastball where he wants to, it opens 
up every other off-speed pitch I think is the 
biggest thing.”

Fried, who went 8-1 with a 2.55 ERA in 
14 starts for Atlanta last year, struck out nine 
and walked none in his sixth career complete 
game. He threw 105 pitches, 72 for strikes.

Ian Happ hit a leadoff double in the sixth 
for Chicago’s first baserunner. Happ and 
Dansby Swanson singled in the eighth for 
the Cubs’ other two hits.

Max Fried throws gem over Cubs
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Stingy husband 
frustrates generous wife

Dear Annie: My husband and I are 
both in our late 60s. We’ve been mar-
ried about six years and we both have 
very decent retirement funds, with him 
actually VERY financially secure with 
lots of money put back. We split the 
bills and groceries, including eating out 
about three times a month, and we take 
a small trip a few times each year.

Once a week, when I’m out running 
errands, I pick up a meal for my hus-
band and me. He will sometimes ask 
what he owes me, but I tell him it’s OK, 
my treat. 

It would be nice if he reciprocated or 
even offered to spring for the next time 
we eat out, but he rarely does. When we 
were dating, he didn’t seem so tight, but 
that certainly changed. 

He won’t even replace things in the 
house that are worn out, broken and 
very unsightly. Even minor things! He 
has plenty of money and no debt. I just 
don’t get it and keep trying to nudge 
him, but he won’t do it. He had prom-
ised to sell the house and we would 
find a place together, but after marrying 
him, he then refused. I am embarrassed 
to even have anyone over because it 
looks so bad.

I love him very much and know he 
loves me, but I am very frustrated and 
feel so let down. I don’t want to give 
any ultimatums. Any advice for my sit-
uation? — Stingy Husband

Dear Stingy Husband: Sit down with 
your husband and express your feelings 
openly. Mention that you appreciate his 
financial savvy, but also explain that 
you are feeling undervalued. It’s impor-
tant he knows that this isn’t just about 
the money but about shared responsi-
bility and mutual generosity. Under-
standing might come from knowing why 
he changed his mind about the house; 
was it sentimental attachment, financial 
concerns or something else?

Also consider discussing bigger 
financial plans and everyday expenses. 

It might help to 
set some guide-
lines or even a 
smal l  budge t 
for household 
expenses and out-
ings that you both 
agree on.

Dear  Annie : 
I recently made a significant career 
switch at the age of 45, moving from a 
stable position in finance to a more cre-
ative role in graphic design, which has 
always been my passion. I’m excited 
about the change, but I am also strug-
gling with some anxiety about com-
peting with younger, more tech-savvy 
designers.

I’ve been staying late nearly every 
night to master the new tools and tech-
niques, which is taking a toll on my 
personal life and overall well-being. Do 
you have any advice for navigating this 
new chapter in my life without burning 
out? — Midlife Career Changer

Dear Career Changer: Congratula-
tions on making a bold move to follow 
your passion. Consider setting realis-
tic learning goals rather than trying 
to master everything at once. Perhaps 
you can dedicate a specific time each 
week for skill development, allowing 
you to maintain a steady pace without 
overwhelming yourself. Online courses, 
workshops and tutorials can enhance 
your skills at a manageable pace. 
Remember, it won’t be this way forever; 
you’ll improve both your skills and your 
efficiency every day. 

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send questions for Annie 
Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane
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The LOCKHORNS
God created mankind 

with the ability to 
respond to moral choices
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05/23 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Movie Creflo 

Dollar 
Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Perry 
Stone 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Today 
With God 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel "Big 
Money" (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

Price Is Right "Jackpot 
Special" (N) 

Elsbeth "A Fitting 
Finale" (SF) (N) 

Elsbeth Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago P.D. "Into the 
Deep" 

Chicago P.D. "Under 
the Skin" 

Chicago P.D. "Proof of 
Burden" 

Chicago P.D. "This Job" Chicago P.D. "Long 
Lost" 

Chicago P.D. "I Can Let 
You Go" 

Chicago P.D. "The 
Ghost in You" 

Chicago P.D. "Trapped" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

9-1-1 "Unfinished 
Business" (N) 

Grey's Anatomy "I 
Carry Your Heart" (N) 

Station 19 (N) ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Red Nose Day: Cheers 
to Ten Years (N) 

The Wall "Red Nose 
Day: Jon & Stephanie" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Minor League Baseball (L) (N) Dateline Chicago P.D. Seinfeld Mom 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show TMZ Live (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Patti Stanger: The 

Matchmaker (N) 
Lovers and Liars (N) Dish 

Nation (N) 
TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 

Burgers 
Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
Fight the Power: How 
"Still Fighting" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Arts In 
Focus (N) 

This Old 
House (N) 

Old House
(N) 

MaryLand on 
Masterpiece 

Guilt on Masterpiece
"Let Them Come" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
Fight the Power: How 
"Still Fighting" 

Context The Day PBS NewsHour (N) Now 
Entering 

Health is Wealth Craftspe-
ople 

The Paris Murders
"Panic" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

This Old 
House 

Ask This 
Old House 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang I Can See Your Voice
(N) 

Don't Forget "Eye of 
the Tiger!" (SP) (N) 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Anatomy "Sorry Doesn't 
Always Make It Right" 

Grey's Anatomy "Sign 
O' the Times" 

Grey's Anatomy "Good 
as Hell" 

Theresa Caputo: 
Raising Spirits (N) 

Theresa Caputo: 
Raising Spirits (N) 

(:05) Theresa Caputo: 
Raising Spirits 

(:05) Theresa Caputo: 
Raising Spirits 

Theresa Caputo "More 
Theresa: Memory Lane" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:30) <+++ Thor (‘11) Chris Hemsworth. <+++ The Avengers (‘12) Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Robert Downey Jr.. Welcome to (N) Welcome to Wrexham Welcome to Wrexham 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
<+ 10 Things I Hate About You (1999, Comedy)
Julia Stiles, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Heath Ledger. 

<++ Jumanji (1995, Children) Bonnie Hunt,
Kirsten Dunst, Robin Williams. 

<+ 10 Things I Hate About You (1999, Comedy)
Julia Stiles, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Heath Ledger. 

E! News
(N) 

OMG 
Fashun 

OMG 
Fashun 

OMG 
Fashun 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

To Be Announced Programming to be announced. <+ Big Daddy (1999, Comedy) Joey Lauren 
Adams, Jon Stewart, Adam Sandler. 

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) NBA Countdown (L) (N) NBA Basketball Conference Final: Teams TBA Professional 

basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) 
SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt
(L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) College Softball College Softball NFL Live UFC Archival

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line NASCAR 2022 Charlotte: 

Coca-Cola 600 
NASCAR Race Rewind
2023 Coca-Cola 600 

Pro Padel League PPL #1 Finals World Poker WPT 
Choctaw - Part 4 

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 1 

Athletes Unlimited Pro 
Basketball 

USA  34 133 105 242 
(4:30) <+++ Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (2001, Children)
Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. 

<+++ Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (2002, Children) Rupert Grint, Emma 
Watson, Daniel Radcliffe. 

<+++ Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! 

(N) 
Caught!
(N) 

Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! 

TLC  36 73 183 280 MILF Manor Botched "Cut the Crap" Botched "Holy Moly" My 600-Lb. Life: Where Are They Now? (N) 600-Lb. Life "Ontreon & Wess" 600-Lb. Life

HIST  38 77 120 269 
American Pickers "Racy 
Relics" 

American Pickers
"Fiddles and Picks" 

Swamp People "All In" Swamp People "Gator 
Gauntlet" 

Swamp People "Heat Is 
On" (N) 

(:05) Swamp People "Ice 
Cold Gamble" 

(:05) Swamp People
"Legacy on the Line" 

(:05) Swamp People 
"Heat Is On" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 First 48 "Family First" The First 48 "Last Shift" The First 48 First "Vengeance" (N) Accused: Guilty (N) Raw "Gone Girl" (N) (:05) The First 48 (:05) First "Vengeance" 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< All Summer Long (2019, Romance) Brennan 
Elliott, Peter DeLuise, Autumn Reeser. 

< Hearts in the Game (2023, Romance) Marco 
Grazzini, Donia Kash, Erin Cahill. 

< Everything Puppies (2024, Romance) Stephen 
Huszar, Kathryn Davis, Pascal Lamothe-Kipnes. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:50) <+ Battlefield Earth (2000, Sci-Fi) Barry 
Pepper, Forest Whitaker, John Travolta. 

(:20) <++ Moonfall (2022, Sci-Fi) Patrick Wilson, John Bradley, Halle Berry. (:15) <+++ Star Trek (2009, Sci-Fi) Zachary Quinto, Leonard Nimoy, Chris 
Pine. 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++ Ace Ventura: Pet Detective Jim Carrey. 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(4:30) <++ Justice League (2017, Action) Henry 
Cavill, Gal Gadot, Ben Affleck. 

NHL on TNT Face Off
(L) (N) 

NHL Hockey Conference Final: Teams TBA The latest hockey action from 
across the NHL. (L) (N) 

Post-Game
(L) (N) 

Impractical 
Jokers 

Jokers
"Alf" 

< Man 
From U.N.... 

AMC  45  131 254 
<++++ Goodfellas (1990, Crime Story) Ray Liotta, Joe Pesci, Robert De 
Niro. 

<++ Pearl Harbor (2001, War) Josh Hartnett, Kate Beckinsale, Ben Affleck. <+++ Hacksaw Ridge (2016, War) Sam 
Worthington, Luke Bracey, Andrew Garfield. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office (:35) Office (:10) Office (:45) Office (:20) The Office (:55) Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show (:35) TBA South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
UFL Arlington Renegades 
at San Antonio Brahmas 

SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalr..

United Football League Memphis Showboats at Michigan Panthers From 
Ford Field in Detroit. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby 
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Summer House Summer House Summer House (N) WatchWhat Summer House Summer House Vanderpu.. 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob Fairly Odd SpongeBob SpongeBob Patrick Fairly Odd SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Marvel's Hailey Hailey Jessie Jessie Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:00) <+++ Mrs. 
Doubtfire 

<++ Alice in Wonderland (2010, Children) Mia Wasikowska,
Helena Bonham Carter, Johnny Depp. 

<++ Alice Through the Looking Glass (2016, Fantasy) Anne 
Hathaway, Mia Wasikowska, Johnny Depp. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:10) <+++ Deadpool (2016, Action) Morena
Baccarin, Ed Skrein, Ryan Reynolds. 

(:05) The Sympathizer The Jinx: Part Two
"Chapter 11:" 

<+++ The Iron Claw (2023, Biography) Jeremy 
Allen White, Harris Dickinson, Zac Efron. 

(:15) Jerrod 
Carmichael

(:45) Nikki Glaser: 
Someday You'll Die 

(:50) <++ 
Predators 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:30) <++ Barbershop 
(‘02) Ice Cube. 

(:15) <+++ Barbershop 2: Back in Business
(‘04) Cedric the Entertainer, Ice Cube. 

<+++ Straight Outta Compton (2015, Drama) Corey 
Hawkins, Jason Mitchell, O'Shea Jackson Jr.. 

(:25) <+++ Attack the Block (‘11)
Jodie Whittaker, John Boyega. 

(:55) <+++ The Foot 
Fist Way 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(4:25) <++ Edge of Darkness (‘10) 
Ray Winstone, Mel Gibson. 

(:25) < Black Lotus (‘23, Action) Frank 
Grillo, Roland Møller, Rico Verhoeven.

<++ The Longest Yard (2005, Comedy) Chris 
Rock, Burt Reynolds, Adam Sandler. 

The Chi "Want This 
Smoke" 

<+++ Everything Everywhere All at Once (‘22, 
Com) Stephanie Hsu, Ke Huy Quan, Michelle Yeoh. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
<+ Max Steel (2016, Sci-Fi) Maria 
Bello, Ana Villafañe, Ben Winchell. 

(:35) < Project Ithaca (‘19) Deragh 
Campbell, James Gallanders. 

<+++ Bodies Bodies Bodies (‘22) 
Maria Bakalova, Amandla Stenberg. 

(:35) < Student Body (‘22) Christian 
Camargo, Montse Hernandez. 

(:05) < Tone-Deaf (‘19) Amanda 
Crew, Robert Patrick. 

(:35) < The 
Best Offer 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: I’ve been an 
advocate for the unborn. 
There is swelling sup-
port and powerful voices 
for the cause with the 
hope of turning people 
away from taking inno-
cent lives, often causing 
them regret and despair. A 
friend of mine told me that 
the phrase “choose life” 
is from the Bible. Is that 
really true? – C.L.

Answer: “Choose life” 
is a popular phrase in our 
nation and is associated 
with the right-to-life cam-
paign. The slogan was 
lifted from God’s Word 
and is found in the book 
of Deuteronomy – from 
the days when Moses gov-
erned the people of Israel.

The Bible places the 
highest value on human 

life. It is sacred and of 
inestimable worth to 

God who created mankind 
“in His own image” (Gen-
esis 1:27, NKJV). His cre-
ation plan was designed 
with eternal life in view.

The Bible also clearly 
teaches that when we 
turn our backs on God 
and choose to disregard 
His moral laws there are 
inevitable consequences; 
and it is not God who is to 
blame for the consequenc-
es, but the person who has 
broken His law. Faced 
with the moral option of 
living selfishly or unself-
ishly, people can and do 
make wrong decisions. 
We are free to choose, but 
we reap the consequences 
of bad moral decisions.

From the beginning 
of time until the present 

moment, people use the 
gift of free choice for their 
own selfish ends, and it’s 
brought them to the brink 
of doom. There’s not a 
day that we do not have a 
chance to choose between 
the devil’s clever promises 
and God’s sure Word. God 
leaves us free to pursue 
our own ends that often 
come with tragic conse-
quences.

“I have set before you 
life and death, blessing 
and cursing; therefore 
choose life” (Deuterono-
my 30:19, NKJV).

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!
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EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Paid-
On-Call Firefighters and Part
Time Firefighters. Both posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-4:30p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due June 14th.

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

RENTALS
Office Space Rental

MAKE YOUR AD stand out
for extra attention! Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5 or a border for an
additional $1. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office,
260-824-0224, 125 N. John-
son St., or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery Numbers

LINE CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINES
Monday editions: Friday by 4 p.m.

Tuesday-Friday editions: day-before by 4 p.m.
Saturdays: Friday by noon.

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Wednesday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 18-26-27-30-35
Lotto Plus — 17-19-21-33-35-38
Cash4Life — 07-13-19-22-40, Cash Ball: 02
Quick Draw Midday — 01-05-09-07-10-28-29-31-33-

35-37-40-44-47-54-56-62-66-75-80, BE: 06
Daily Three-Midday — 04-01-02, SB: 04
Daily Three-Evening — 08-03-04, SB: 03
Daily Four-Midday — 03-08-00-01, SB: 04
Daily Four-Evening — 09-01-03-09, SB: 03
Quick Draw Evening — 04-06-07-13-22-24-30-34-37-

41-42-43-44-54-55-59-66-67-70-71, BE: 37
Hoosier Lotto — 03-14-29-34-42-43

MEGA MILLIONS
Estimated jackpot (for Friday): $453 million

POWERBALL
05-16-18-26-67 Powerball: 04; Power Play: 3X

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

June deadline is Tues., May 28!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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receive the quality of care we all deserve.  
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Fort Wayne, IN  46804
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Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Wells County, Indiana, that 

the County Council of said County, will meet at the Courthouse Annex in 
Bluffton, Indiana at 7:00 O’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the 4th day of June 
2024, to consider the following additional appropriations more than the 
budget for the current year.

CIRCUIT COURT
Secretary
(1000-10202-000-0232)  $1,740.00
20.205 BRIDGE #51 ON CR 300W
Bridge #51 – Des #1902844
(8122-39405-000-0000)  $247,054.88

oj, nb 5/23
hspaxlp

MAY 26-JUNE 2 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 
of John F. Holbrook, seller. 
200+ pcs. Roseville, Rook-
wood, Hull, McCoy, VanBrig-
gle, antique & modern furni-
ture, 1950 Ford Sedan, Coca 
Cola vintage signs & collect-
ibles, antique tools, 2-pc. Oak 
kitchen cabinet, JFK political 
buttons and advertising, vin-
tage toys. Auction preview: 
May 23 from 3-6 p.m. and May 
30 from 3-6 p.m., 10421 W. 
Yoder Rd., Roanoke, IN. Pat-
rick Carter, sale manager, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 1 - 8:30 a.m. - E & M 
Blacksmith Shop. 2404 W 
350 S, Berne, IN. 13th annual 
consignment auction. Horses, 
ponies, horse-drawn machin-
ery, produce equipment, bug-
gies, harness, carts, new tack, 
saddles, shop tools, lawn & 
garden tools, sausage grinders 
& stuffers, new & used furni-
ture, washing machines, hay, 
straw & firewood. Accepting 
consignments every evening 
that week from 4-8 p.m., all 
day May 30, and May 31 from 
7 a.m.-8 p.m. Troyer Auctions, 
LLC, 260-768-7246, ext. 3.
JUNE 1 - 11:30 a.m. - Ardith 
Smith estate, Cheryl Heral 
estate & Sonja Bartlett, sell-
ers. 320 Sparks St., Markle, 
IN. Live on-site. One story, two 
bedroom home on 1.6 acres, 
1,144 sq. ft., 10x18 detached 
garage. Steve Ness, auc-
tion manager, 260-417-6556,  
SteveNess@NessBros.com, 
Ness Bros. Realtors & Auction-
eers, www.NessBros.com.
JUNE 4 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bidding Opens at 9 
a.m. and will close at 6 p.m. 
- The Estate of John F. Hol-
brook, seller. 300 W, Markle, 
IN. Northern Wells containing 
6.79 acres in Union Township 
of vacant agricultural land, out-
standing opportunity for poten-
tial building site with excellent 
location. Patrick Carter, sale 

manager, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
JUNE 9 - 6 p.m. EST - Berry 
estate, owner. Online only real 
estate & personal property! 
6 p.m. real estate: 1 1/2 story 
craftsman style home w/cov-
ered porch, 1,700+/- square ft. 
w/ornate woodwork through-
out, partial basement, 3-4 bed-
rooms, 2 1/2 bath, detached 
24x24 two-car garage, several 
older outbuildings all sitting 
on 6+/- acres, Adams Central 
School District. 6:30 p.m. per-
sonal property: Antique trac-
tors, farm machinery, tools, 
antiques, primitives, vehicles, 
furniture, household items, 
more! Preview May 30, 5-6 
p.m., 4854 N 400 W, Deca-
tur. Pick up June 10, 2-6 p.m. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

Public Notices
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
05/10/2024

Notice is hereby given that 
the AREA PLAN COMMISSION 
will hold a Public Hearing in Con-
ference Room 105 in the Wells 
Carnegie Government Annex, 223 
W. Washington St., in the City of 
Bluffton, IN at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on 
the 13th day of June, 2024, for the 
purpose of reviewing and hearing 
comments on the petition(s) listed 
below.

1. Request of Daniel Dubach, 
505 S Main St., Bluffton, IN 46714 
for the purpose of a Development 
Plan.

Current Zoning: B-1
Proposed Development Plan: 

Proposed building addition, side-
walks, and parking.

Common Location: The sub-
ject property is located at 505 S 
Main St., Bluffton, Indiana. 46714

Brief Legal: The subject prop-
erty is described as .35 ac in the 
NE/4 4-26N-12E in Harrison Town-
ship of Wells County.

2. Request of Almco Steel 
Products Corportation, 59 N Oak 
St Ext., Bluffton, IN 46714 for the 
purpose of a Rezoning.

Current Zoning: A-R
Proposed Zoning: I-2
Common Location: The sub-

ject property is located at Lancast-
er St., Bluffton, Indiana. 46714

Brief Legal: The subject prop-
erty is described as 38.82 acres 
SW/4 33-27N-12E in Lancaster 
Township of Wells County.

Dated this 10th day of May, 
2024

 WELLS COUNTY AREA 
 PLAN COMMISSION

Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., 
 Director

oj, nb 5/23
hspaxlp

SERVICES
Services

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HANDYMAN SERVICES,

NO job too big or too small,
260-353-9339.

TROPHY CONSTRUCTION.

ALL types of construction:
Pole barns, roofing, remodel-
ing, concrete, seamless gut-
ters, etc. Free estimates. (260)
223-4835.

WINDOW CLEANING

SERVICES

Residential/ranch/lake homes/

villas/condos. Entire home in-

side & out. Lowest rates in the

state. 765-603-9981. Psalms

51:7

This Week’s

Garage
Sales

Clip & Save

HUGE ANNUAL MEMORIAL

DAY BARN SALE! Almost ev-
erything is antique, vintage,
unique, rusty, dusty or interest-
ing. We'll also have beautiful
Amish grown hanging flower
baskets. Friday, May 24, and
Saturday, May 25, 8a-5p, Sun-
day, May 26, 8a-2p, 50 W US
Hwy. 224, Uniondale.

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE

SALE, Ossian, 2046 E 1050
N, Thursday-Saturday, May 23
-25, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Home-
schooling materials, children's
books, toys, home decor, vin-
tage items, name brand cloth-
ing, bedroom set, computer
desk and hutch, tools.

ANNUAL BARN SALE

Thurs., Fri., Sat. (May 23, 24,
25), 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 2750 N.
State Rd. 1. Kitchen, electron-
ics, patio and other furniture,
air conditioner, name brand
clothes (children to adult), puz-
zles, books, Christmas, cur-
tains, bedding, toys.

Receive a free garage 
sale kit when placing  

a three day, line  
classified ad.

Services

Services

BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/hoosier (I)

DIRECTV- ALL YOUR enter-
tainment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-885-8931 (I)


