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Here Comes Spring.
Get ready for Summer 

Call and Schedule a 
Check Up Today!
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Mostly sunny and hot, 
chance of rain tonight
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Uniondale fire
Emergency personnel 

responded to a structure 
fire at 5757N 100W in 

Uniondale around 7 p.m. 
on Monday. While smoke 

damage was seen from 
the front of the home, 

the bulk of damage was 
centered in the back of 

the building. The fire was 
considered under control 

shortly before 8 p.m. 
(Photos by Holly Gaskill)

BHS senior walk
Bluffton High School seniors started this week the same way they will end it — in their 
graduation caps and gowns. The seniors took a turn around the middle school and 
elementary school on Monday morning, greeted by cheers and congratulations from 
younger students and teachers. Seniors will have several more events to close their 
high school career this week, culminating with commencement at 7:30 p.m. on Friday. 
(Photo by Holly Gaskill)

Opposition continues 
against solar energy

By HOLLY GASKILL
A tidal wave of protestors has continued 

to push back against solar energy in Wells 
County, including flooding the audience of 
Monday’s County Commissioner meeting. 

The agenda didn’t include anything rela-
tive to Paddlefish Solar, a group with land 
leases in Wells and Huntington counties, 
was on the agenda, but Polly Wymer, Mar-
kle, expressed her skepticism of the county’s 
communication about solar-related items 
during the meeting’s time for public com-
ment. She cited the county’s May 6 meet-
ing, where Paddlefish did not appear on the 
agenda, but representatives announced they 
were rescinding their zoning application. 

Wymer also alleged that Claudia Moun-
sey, a property owner who has leased land 
to Paddlefish, is attempting to rezone her 
land separate from the project. 

“Do you have an application (showing) 
that she’s actually done this?” asked Com-

missioner Blake Gerber.
Wymer responded, “We do have that 

information, and I’ll let you know, so this is 
the process we had at the last —” 

“I’ve never heard of this,” Gerber inter-
jected. Commissioners Jeff Stringer and 
Mike Vanover signaled agreement. Area 
Plan Commission Executive Director Mike 
Lautzenheiser, who was in the audience, 
shook his head to signal the claim was inac-
curate. 

“Well, OK, good, that’s why I’m here,” 
Wymer said. 

“You’re bringing things up that I’ve had 
no knowledge (of), and I think you’re try-
ing to have a ‘get you’ moment,” Gerber 
replied. 

“No, no, no, no, I want to apologize to 
you because I don’t want to leave you guys 
in the same position that we’ve been in 
and not being aware of what’s going on,” 

By SYDNEY KENT
Four people were arrested for allegedly 

producing counterfeit money and dealing or 
possessing methamphetamine in Ossian on 
Friday afternoon.

Zachary Andrew Osborn, 32, Ossian, 
was charged with dealing methamphet-
amine, a Level 2 felony, possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Level 4 felony, possession 
of paraphernalia, a Class A misdemeanor, 
and possession of marijuana, a Class B mis-
demeanor. Osborn’s bond is set at $32,000.

Jodi Ann Sluder, 47, Ossian, was charged 
with counterfeiting and application fraud 
and possession of methamphetamine, both 
Level 6 felonies, and possession of para-
phernalia, a Class A misdemeanor. Sluder’s 
bond is set at $11,500. 

Jeremy Scot Jackson, 43, Fort Wayne, 
was charged with counterfeiting and appli-
cation fraud and possession of methamphet-
amine, both Level 6 felonies, and possession 
of paraphernalia, a Class C misdemeanor. 
Jackson’s bond is set at $10,500. 

Jerron Mikel Jackson, 30, Bluffton, was 
arrested on a warrant for possession of 
methamphetamine, a Level 6 felony. 

According to police reports, a caller 
reported that an individual named Jerron 
Jackson had a warrant for his arrest. The 
caller advised Jackson was located at a resi-
dence near 11000 North S.R. 1. 

Officers spoke to the owner of the resi-
dence, Osborn, who confirmed that Jackson 
was inside. Osborn allegedly gave permis-
sion for officers to search for Jackson inside 
of the residence. 

Once inside, Osborn reportedly attempt-
ed to conceal a glass bubble pipe with white 
residue. He was instructed to hand the para-
phernalia to the officer. Jerron Jackson was 
located on the toilet seat in the bathroom.

A protective sweep of the residence was 
conducted due to the presence of parapher-
nalia. Jeremy Jackson, Sluder, Osborn, and 
one additional subject were all detained. 

A search of the property revealed seven 

Four arrested on counterfeit 
money and drug charges

County fills engineer position 
after extended vacancy

By HOLLY GASKILL
After a nearly seven-month vacancy, the 

Wells County Commissioners unanimously 
approved a contract for a full-time engineer 
on Monday. 

Commissioner Jeff Stringer said Nate 
Whitacre of Huntington is expected to 
begin in the role on May 28. Whitacre stud-
ied engineering at Trine University and has 
worked with the Indiana Department of 
Transportation since 2008.

“He’s got a great background,” Stringer 
said. “He’s going to jump in and hopefully 
take us to that next level.” 

Highway Supervisor Shawn Bonar also 
announced plans to hold an open house for 
the new garage building on June 11. Gov-
ernment employees will be able to tour the 
site — located at 828 E 200 S in Bluffton — 
from 7-11 a.m., Bluffton Rotary from 12-2 
p.m., and the general public from 3-6 p.m.

Bonar had mentioned several items for 
completion on the garage at the commis-
sioners’ May 6 meeting and stressed again 

on Monday that the building is continuing to 
have HVAC issues. 

Meanwhile, Bonar reported that Bridge 
170 on County Road 900S, between 750 
East and 800 East, will open in approxi-
mately three weeks. He also said dust con-
trol will be applied to participating gravel 
roads on May 30-31.

The commissioners also met as the 
county drainage board before their regu-
lar meeting to hear updates from Surveyor 
Jarrod Hahn. By and large, Hahn reported 
that summer repair work was continuing as 
planned, albeit a bit delayed due to more 
rain in April.

Stringer and Commissioner Vanover also 
asked about damage to a tile after a possible 
derailment on Wabash Central Railroad on 
County Road 200 South. Hahn said he had 
not heard about that incident, and Vanover 
referred to an email received from an area 
resident on Friday. They agreed to follow up 
on the matter.

holly@news-banner.com

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)

By JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — The chief pros-
ecutor of the world’s top war crimes court 
sought arrest warrants Monday for leaders 
of Israel and Hamas, including Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, over actions 
taken during their seven-month war.

While Netanyahu and his defense min-
ister, Yoav Gallant, do not face imminent 
arrest, the announcement by the Internation-
al Criminal Court’s chief prosecutor was a 
symbolic blow that deepened Israel’s isola-
tion over the war in Gaza.

The court’s prosecutor, Karim Khan, 
accused Netanyahu, Gallant, and three 
Hamas leaders — Yehya Sinwar, Moham-
med Deif and Ismail Haniyeh — of war 

crimes and crimes against humanity in the 
Gaza Strip and Israel.

Netanyahu and other Israeli leaders con-
demned the move as disgraceful and anti-
semitic. U.S. President Joe Biden also lam-
basted the prosecutor and supported Israel’s 
right to defend itself against Hamas.

A panel of three judges will decide 
whether to issue the arrest warrants and 
allow a case to proceed. The judges typical-
ly take two months to make such decisions.

Israel is not a member of the court, so 
even if the arrest warrants are issued, Netan-
yahu and Gallant do not face any immediate 
risk of prosecution. But the threat of arrest 
could make it difficult for the Israeli leaders 
to travel abroad.

War crimes prosecutor seeks 
arrest of Israeli, Hamas leaders

(Continued on Page 2)
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Solar energy opposition Weather
Tuesday, May 21, 2024

(24-hour observations at 9:01 p.m. Monday)
High: 88; Low: 65; Precipitation: None
Wabash River Level (at the Main Street bridge): 2.14  

feet at 9:45 p.m. Monday

Wells County forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high near 89. Southwest 

wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Tonight: A 20% chance of showers and thunderstorms 

after 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 70. South wind 
around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Wednesday: A slight chance of showers and thunder-
storms, then showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
after 2 p.m. Partly sunny, with a high near 83. Southwest 
wind around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 60%.

Wednesday Night: Showers and thunderstorms likely 
before 11 p.m., then showers likely and possibly a thunder-
storm between 11 p.m. and 2 a.m., then a chance of showers 
and thunderstorms after 2 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 61. Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precip-
itation is 60%. New rainfall amounts between a tenth and 
quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in thun-
derstorms. 

Thursday: A 30% chance of showers and thunderstorms, 
mainly before 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 77.

Thursday Night: A slight chance of showers before 
8 p.m., then a slight chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after 2 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 58. Chance of 
precipitation is 20%.

Friday: A slight chance of showers and thunderstorms 
before 8 a.m., then a slight chance of showers between 
8 a.m. and 2 p.m., then a chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 80. 
Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Friday Night: A 30% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 60.

Saturday: A slight chance of showers and thunderstorms 
before 8 a.m., then a slight chance of showers between 
8 a.m. and 2 p.m., then a chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 83. 
Chance of precipitation is 40%.

Saturday Night: A 40% chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 63.

Sunday: A 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 82.

Sunday Night: A chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 63.

Memorial Day: Showers and thunderstorms likely. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 78.
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Wymer continued. “I’m just 
letting you know that these 
are going to be issues that 
come up.”

“I think what Commis-
sioner Gerber was trying to 
say is that I think we need 
to be very careful saying 
someone is doing something 
we don’t have any sort of 
official application actually 
before us,” Vanover con-
cluded.

Vanover went on to 
explain that Paddlefish had 
not been on the previous 
agenda because represen-
tatives had shown up just 
as Wymer had with public 
comments. He stressed that 
if the board were voting on 
anything, it would be includ-
ed on the meeting’s agenda. 

Vanover did note that 
if there were a future zon-
ing conversation, it would 

be a matter for the Area 
Plan Commission. Wymer 
asked matters concerning 
Paddlefish would be clearly 
advertised on APC agendas, 
which the board confirmed.

Wymer was ultimately 
unsatisfied with this, howev-
er, saying the county needed 
to do more to notify resi-
dents of important matters.

“(The Paddlefish proj-
ect) isn’t moving forward 
right now, but we just want 
to make sure that this is on 
tape, on video, and that you 
guys have this information, 
just in case anything comes 
up that we might need to be 
concerned about or notified 
about before it happens, and 
we don’t realize it,” Wymer 
said. 

“So, it’s in the paper, we 
do put the signs up, we put 
it on the agenda — where 
else do we need to notify?” 

Stringer asked. “Because 
even when I put it on Face-
book, (there’s) still the alle-
gation of there’s not enough 
information out there. 
Right? Show me the key of 
where’s the one spot every-
body looks.”

Wymer said the Hunting-
ton County Commission-
ers had briefly discussed a 
text alert system for impor-
tant community informa-
tion, and Stringer expressed 
some interest. However, he 
noted that texting may still 
not work for everyone, nor 
would everyone enjoy or 
pay attention to those kinds 
of alerts. 

Wymer also presented a 
slew of criticisms for solar 
panels, including the visual 
impact on the countryside 
and potential effects on 
property values. She also 
referenced stories of solar 

farm fires and said that 
panel training exacerbates 
the workload of local fire 
departments.

While Wymer was the 
only individual to speak 
on the matter Monday, her 
comments concluded with 
applause from others present 
to show their opposition to 
solar energy. 

Paddlefish had applied 
for an “overlay district” to 
allow for electrical produc-
tion on 49 parcels of agricul-
turally zoned land. The com-
pany pulled their application 
following immense public 
opposition, including oppo-
sition from multiple public 
officials. The commissioners 
said Monday that Paddlefish 
will have to wait approxi-
mately one year before 
reapplying for the zoning 
change.

holly@news-banner.com

glass vials, each containing a white 
crystal substance, a digital scale, and 
additional paraphernalia — all located 
in Osborn’s bedroom. 

In the living room and kitchen of 
the residence, officers located a scan-
ner and printer combo with one sheet 
of computer paper with copied $10 and 
$5 bills. 

In a bedroom in the middle of the 
home, officers located counterfeit 
money, additional smoking devices, 
and a clear plastic bag containing a 
white crystal substance. 

During booking at the jail, staff 
also located a counterfeit $5 bill on 
Sluder’s person. Sluder claimed she 
believed that the money was authentic. 
The additional subject detained in the 

search of the residence did not receive 
any charges.

Sluder, Jerron Jackson and Jer-
emy Jackson’s cases will be tried in 
the Wells Superior Court. Osborn’s 
case will be tried in the Wells Cir-
cuit Court. No date is available for 
Osborn’s case as of the time of pub-
lication. 

sydney@news-banner.com

Netanyahu called the 
prosecutor’s accusations 
against him a “disgrace,” 
and an attack on the Israeli 
military and all of Israel. He 
vowed to press ahead with 
Israel’s war against Hamas.

Biden said the effort to 
arrest Netanyahu and Gal-
lant over the war in Gaza 
was “outrageous,” adding 
“whatever this prosecu-
tor might imply, there is no 
equivalence — none — 
between Israel and Hamas.”

Hamas also denounced 
the ICC prosecutor ’s 
actions, saying the request 
to arrest its leaders “equates 
the victim with the execu-
tioner.”

Netanyahu has come 
under heavy pressure at 
home to end the war. Thou-
sands of Israelis have joined 
weekly demonstrations call-
ing on the government to 
reach a deal to bring home 
Israeli hostages in Hamas 
captivity, fearing that time is 
running out.

In recent days, the two 

other members of his war 
Cabinet, Gallant and Benny 
Gantz, have threatened to 
resign if Netanyahu does 
not spell out a clear postwar 
vision for Gaza.

But on Monday, Netan-
yahu received wall-to-wall 
support as politicians across 
the spectrum condemned 
the ICC prosecutor’s move. 
They included Israel’s presi-
dent, Isaac Herzog, and his 
two main political rivals, 
Gantz and opposition leader 
Yair Lapid.

It is unclear what effect 
Khan’s move will have on 
Netanyahu’s public stand-
ing. The possibility of an 
arrest warrant against Netan-
yahu could give him a boost 
as Israelis rally behind the 
flag. But his opponents 
could also blame him for 
bringing a diplomatic catas-
trophe on the country.

Yuval Shany, an expert 
on international law at 
Hebrew University and the 
Israel Democracy Institute, 
a Jerusalem think tank, said 
it was far more certain that 

Netanyahu’s already trou-
bled international standing 
could be further weakened.

“This is going to make 
Netanyahu an outcast, and 
his ability to move around 
the world will be seriously 
compromised,” said Shany. 
Even if the ICC does not 
issue the arrest warrant, other 
countries may now be more 
reluctant to provide support 
and assistance, he said.

Hamas is already consid-
ered an international terrorist 
group by the West. Both Sin-
war and Deif are believed to 
be hiding in Gaza. But Hani-
yeh, the supreme leader of 
the Islamic militant group, is 
based in Qatar and frequent-
ly travels across the region. 
Qatar, like Israel, is not a 
member of the ICC.

The latest war between 
Israel and Hamas began on 
Oct. 7, when militants from 
Gaza crossed into Israel and 
killed some 1,200 people, 
mostly civilians, and took 
250 others hostage.

Since then, Israel has 
waged a brutal campaign to 

dismantle Hamas in Gaza. 
More than 35,000 Palestin-
ians have been killed in the 
fighting, at least half of them 
women and children, accord-
ing to the latest estimates by 
Gaza health officials.

The war has triggered a 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, 
displacing roughly 80% of 
the population and leaving 
hundreds of thousands of 
people on the brink of star-
vation, according to U.N. 
officials.

Speaking of the Israeli 
actions, Khan said “the 
effects of the use of starva-
tion as a method of warfare, 
together with other attacks 
and collective punishment 
against the civilian popula-
tion of Gaza are acute, vis-
ible and widely known.”

The United Nations and 
other aid agencies have 
repeatedly accused Israel 
of hindering aid deliveries 
throughout the war. Israel 
denies this, saying there are 
no restrictions on aid entering 
Gaza and accusing the U.N. 
of failing to distribute aid.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)
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War crimes prosecutor

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi and the country’s foreign min-
ister were found dead Monday hours 
after their helicopter crashed in fog, 
leaving the Islamic Republic without 
two key leaders as extraordinary ten-
sions grip the wider Middle East.

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, who has the final say in 
the Shiite theocracy, quickly named 
a little-known vice president as care-
taker and insisted the government was 
in control, but the deaths marked yet 
another blow to a country beset by 
pressures at home and abroad.

Iran has offered no cause for the 
crash nor suggested sabotage brought 
down the helicopter, which fell in 
mountainous terrain in a sudden, 
intense fog.

In Tehran, Iran’s capital, business-
es were open and children attended 
school Monday. However, there was a 
noticeable presence of both uniformed 
and plainclothes security forces.

Later in the day, hundreds of 
mourners crowded into downtown 
Vali-e-Asr square holding posters of 
Raisi and waving Palestinian flags. 
Some men clutched prayer beads and 
were visibly crying. Women wearing 

black chadors gathered together hold-
ing photos of the dead leader.

“We were shocked that we lost such 
a character, a character that made Iran 
proud, and humiliated the enemies,” 
said Mohammad Beheshti, 36.

The crash comes as the Israel-
Hamas war roils the region. Iran-
backed Hamas led the attack that start-
ed the conflict, and Hezbollah, also 
supported by Tehran, has fired rockets 
at Israel. Last month, Iran launched its 
own unprecedented drone-and-missile 
attack on Israel.

A hard-liner who formerly led the 
country’s judiciary, Raisi, 63, was 
viewed as a protege of Khamenei. 
During his tenure, relations continued 
to deteriorate with the West as Iran 
enriched uranium closer than ever to 
weapons-grade levels and supplied 
bomb-carrying drones to Russia for its 
war in Ukraine.

His government has also faced 
years of mass protests over the ailing 
economy and women’s rights.

The crash killed all eight people 
aboard a Bell 212 helicopter that Iran 
purchased in the early 2000s, accord-
ing to the state-run IRNA news agency. 
Among the dead were Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian, 

the governor of Iran’s East Azerbaijan 
province, a senior cleric from Tabriz, a 
Revolutionary Guard official and three 
crew members, IRNA said.

Iran has flown Bell helicopters 
extensively since the shah’s era. But 
aircraft in Iran face a shortage of parts 
because of Western sanctions, and often 
fly without safety checks. Against that 
backdrop, former Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Javad Zarif sought to 
blame the United States for the crash.

“One of the main culprits of yes-
terday’s tragedy is the United States, 
which ... embargoed the sale of aircraft 
and aviation parts to Iran and does 
not allow the people of Iran to enjoy 
good aviation facilities,” Zarif told The 
Associated Press.

Ali Vaez, Iran project director with 
the International Crisis Group, said that 
while U.S. sanctions have deprived 
Iran of the ability to renew and repair 
its fleet for decades, “one can’t over-
look human error and the weather’s 
role in this particular accident.’’

Richard Aboulafia, an aerospace 
analyst and consultant, said Iran likely 
is tapping the black market for parts, 
but questioned whether Iran has the 
maintenance skills to keep older heli-
copters flying safely.

Iran’s president and foreign minister die in helicopter 
crash at moment of high tensions in Mideast



INCIDENTS
County:
Friday, 2:06 p.m., S.R. 

218 and 500 West, Poneto. 
Report of a black cow on 
the side of the road. Sub-
jects reported animal welfare 
concerns. Officer spoke with 
owners and noted that food 
and water was provided, 
advised to fix enclosure as 
this is the second incident in 
four days.

Friday, 4:12 p.m., Wells 
County Jail. Warrant served 
to Joseph Brindle.

Friday, 4:28 p.m., 5500 
West S.R. 218, Poneto. Call-
er reported someone opened 
barn doors and let animals 
out.

Friday, 5:22 p.m., 950 
South and 700 East, Key-
stone.  Deceased deer 
removed from roadway.

Friday, 6:37 p.m., 2400 
West 100 South, Liberty 
Center. Report of fraud.

Saturday, 3:33 p.m., 
North 800 East and U.S. 
224, Craigville. Caller 
reported someone dumped 
trash in the area and gave 
license plate number. Trash 
bags contained six bags of 
dead chickens.

Saturday, 4:52 p.m., 
North 75 East and U.S. 224, 
Uniondale. Deer removed 
from roadway.

Sunday, 4:01 a.m., North 
Main Street and 300 North, 
Bluffton. Officer conducted 
traffic stop on driver that was 
swerving and driving left of 
center. Driver admitted to 
just leaving the bar, breath 
test was .116% BAC. Samuel 
Walker arrested for driving 
while intoxicated.

Sunday, 4:07 a.m., South 
Adams and West Lancaster 
streets, Bluffton. Officer 
checked on man walking on 
side of road before being 
picked up. Subject advised 
he was picked up by a 
woman he knew, and he was 
walking because he did not 
like the woman “liking other 
guys’” social media posts.

Sunday, 4:27 p.m., 5600 
West 100 North, Markle. 
Warrant served on Adam 
Carew.

Sunday, 11:28 p.m., 2400 
North West Street, Craigville. 
Caller reported that their land-
lord was calling them racial 
slurs, making threats and driv-
ing over the property. Officer 
parked and exited his vehicle, 
intoxicated driver then drove 
into officers vehicle. Driver 
Daniel Hunt blew a .206% 
BAC. Hunt was arrested for 
battery against officer, intimi-
dation and operating while 
intoxicated.

Ossian:
Friday, 12:12 p.m., Silo 

Farms. Search warrant con-
ducted.

Friday, 8:29 p.m., 5700 
North 450 East, Ossian. 
Report of subjects dumping 
furniture on property.

Saturday, 4:43 a.m., 800 
East 1100 North, Ossian. 
Caller reported juveniles 
driving in neighbors field.

Sunday, 12:56 a.m., Silo 
Farms. Officers assisted with 
a domestic altercation.

Sunday, 6:36 p.m., Ossian 
Deli. Officer conducted 
traffic stop on vehicle that 
showed registered driver had 
a suspended license. Driver’s 
license was suspended due 
insurance. Driver was asked 
to call someone to retrieve 
her vehicle and pick up her 
child before she was arrested 
for driving while suspended.

Monday, 10:02 a.m., 
6500 North 100 East, 
Ossian. Caller reported they 
were bit by a dog.

ACCIDENTS
County:
Friday, 3:40 p.m., 400 

South and 200 West. Chan-
cellor Baldauf, 19, Bluffton, 
advised he was observed a 
vehicle approach the stop 
sign and fail to come to a 
complete stop. Baldauf’s 
Chevrolet Trailblazer col-
lided with a Ford Transit 
driven by Jacob Cotchin, 37, 
Fort Wayne. Colchin advised 
he did not see the oncoming 
vehicle. Damages did not 
exceed $25,000.

Saturday, 11:57 a.m., S.R. 
1 and 1100 North. David 
Hummer, 57, Bluffton, 
advised he was going to turn 
left when he changed his 
mind and decided to make 
a right turn onto County 
Road 1100 North. Hum-
mer’s Honda Pilot collided 
with a Dodge Caravan in the 
right run off-lane, driven by 
Karissa Allen, 33, Ossian. 
Bond set $5,000.

ARRESTS
Joseph Donald Edward 

Brindle, 27, Uniondale; pos-
session of child pornogra-
phy, sex offender registration 
violation, and invasion of 
privacy, all Level 6 felonies. 
Bond set at $35,000.

Jeffrey Allen Goodwin, 
46, New Castle; child solici-
tation, a Level 4 felony, 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated, a Level 6 felony, 
and operating with a con-
trolled substance in body, a 
Class C misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $15,500.

Zachary Andrew Osborn, 
32, Ossian; dealing metham-
phetamine, a Level 2 felony, 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Level 4 felony, pos-
session of paraphernalia, a 
Class A misdemeanor, and 
possession of marijuana, a 
Class B misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $32,000.

Jodi Ann Sluder, 47, 
Ossian; counterfeiting and 
application fraud and posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
both Level 6 felonies, and 
possession of parapherna-
lia, a Class A misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $11,500.

Jeremy Scot Jackson, 43, 
Fort Wayne; counterfeiting 

and application fraud and 
possession of methamphet-
amine, both Level 6 felonies, 
and possession of parapher-
nalia, a Class C misdemean-
or. Bond set at $10,500.

Erick Jose Ruiz, 27, Fort 
Wayne; operating while 
intoxicated — endanger-
ment, a Level 6 felony, and 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated, a Class A misde-
meanor. Bond set at $5,000.

Zachary Jacob Brantley 
Lyon, 31, Greenwood; pro-
bation violation, a Level 6 
felony.

Tristan Mikkal Pharr, 31, 
Bluffton; theft, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$1,500.

Tabitha Renee Batch-
elor, 28, Decatur; resisting 
law enforcement, a Class A 
misdemeanor, and refusal to 
identify self while stopped 
for infraction/ordinance, a 
Class C misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $2,000.

Samuel Christopher 
Walker, 22, Ossian; operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxicat-
ed — endangerment, a Class 
A misdemeanor, and operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxicat-
ed, a Class C misdemeanor. 
Bond set at $1,500.

Kendrick Traveon May-
dwell, 19, Fort Wayne; oper-
ating without ever obtaining 
license, a Class C misde-
meanor.

Demontre Dejuan Fuqua, 
26, Fort Wayne; deception 
— identity, a Level 6 felony, 
and operating a vehicle with-
out ever obtaining license, a 
Class C misdemeanor. Bond 
set at $5,500.

Adam Lee Carew, 37, 
Markle; child molesting, a 
Level 4 felony. Bond set at 
$10,000.

Kaitlynn Janette Bene-
dict, 24, Fort Wayne; driv-
ing while suspended — prior 
suspension, a Class A misde-
meanor.

Daniel Wayne Hunt, 68, 
Markle; battery against a 
public safety official and 
intimidation, both Level 6 
felonies, and operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated 
— endangerment, a Class A 
misdemeanor. Bond set at 
$11,500.

Douglas William Parks-
Schauer, 29, Bluffton; theft, 
a Class A misdemeanor.
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Cemetery dedication
A special dedication service was 

held at the renovated Old Ossian 
Cemetery on Saturday. The cer-

emony included Baird Hatfield 
on the bagpipes (shown right), 

raising of the flag performed by 
the American Legion Post III (top) 

and an address from State Rep-
resentative Matt Lehman (above). 
Lehman wore a Civil War uniform 
for his address, highlighting Civil 
War veterans. (Photos provided)

Top candy sellers
Pictured are top sellers for New Life Christian School’s World’s Finest Chocolate candy 
sale with their teachers: Preschool teacher Shara Kuhns, 1st place seller Renly Braatz, 
Director Linda Glenn, toddler teacher Faith Blair, and Grayson Lehman and Alex Irelan, 
who tied for second in sales, and Pre-K/kindergarden teacher Carole Neuenschwander. 
(Photo submitted)

IHA names interim president Blake Dye
By WHITNEY DOWARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Former senior vice president of IU 
Health Blake Dye will serve as the interim 
president for the Indiana Hospital Asso-
ciation starting Monday, the organization’s 
board of directors announced in a release.

“Blake is a visionary leader whose pas-
sion for health care aligns seamlessly with 
IHA’s mission,” said Steve Holman, chair 
of the IHA Board of Directors and president 
and CEO of Union Health. “As we begin the 
search for our next leader, I have every con-
fidence that Blake will guide the association 
with a steady hand and amplify our efforts 
to advance Indiana’s health care system.”

Dye spent 31 years with Henry Commu-

nity Health — including a decade as presi-
dent and CEO — and was also president of 
St. Vincent Heart Center. He retired from IU 
Health in 2022.

“It is a privilege to be given this oppor-
tunity to lead the incredible team at IHA,” 
said Dye in a release. 

Dye holds two degrees from Indiana Uni-
versity: a bachelor’s in public health admin-
istration and a master’s in health adminis-
tration. Additionally, he is a fellow of the 
American College of Healthcare Executives, 
a former member of the American Hospital 
Association Regional Policy Board and pre-
viously served on the executive committee 
of the Suburban Health Organization Board 
of Directors, according to the release.



O P I N I O NPage 4 • The News-Banner • TUESDAY, MAY 21, 2024

Today in History

The News-Banner
(USPS 059-200)

Evening News est. 1892 • Evening Banner est. 1899 • Consolidated 1929

News-Banner Publications, Inc.
George B. Witwer, Chairman of the Board

Doug Brown, President, Publisher
Dianne Witwer, Secretary/Treasurer

Periodicals Postage Paid at Bluffton, IN 46714. Published every 
day except Sundays and principal holidays at 125 N. Johnson St., 
Bluffton IN 46714, Post Office Box 436

Holly Gaskill, Editor
Mark Miller, Opinion Page Editor

Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper. 

By The Associated Press 
Today is Tuesday, May 

21, the 142nd day of 2024. 
There are 224 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History: On May 21, 1881, 
Clara Barton founded the 
American Red Cross.

On this date:
In 1542, Spanish explor-

er Hernando de Soto died 
while searching for gold 
along the Mississippi River.

In 1924, in a case that 
drew much notoriety, 
14-year-old Bobby Franks 
was murdered in a “thrill 
killing” carried out by Uni-
versity of Chicago students 
Nathan Leopold Jr. and 
Richard Loeb (Bobby’s 
cousin).

In 1927, Charles A. 

Lindbergh landed his Spirit 
of St. Louis monoplane near 
Paris, completing the first 
solo airplane flight across 
the Atlantic Ocean in 33 1/2 
hours.

In 1932, Amelia Earhart 
became the first woman to 
fly solo across the Atlan-
tic Ocean as she landed in 
Northern Ireland, about 15 
hours after leaving New-
foundland.

In 1941, a German 
U-boat sank the American 
merchant steamship SS 
Robin Moor in the South 
Atlantic after the ship’s 
passengers and crew were 
allowed to board lifeboats.

In 1955, Chuck Berry 
recorded his first single, 
“Maybellene,” for Chess 
Records in Chicago.

A quick response stopped 
a California criminal 

The meeting that I was leading two 
weeks ago had only started about 10 
minutes earlier when I heard my phone 
vibrate on the table. 

Normally I would let the call go to 
voicemail but the caller ID caused me 
to react differently two Fridays ago 
when it came up as “Fraud Division.”

Nine times out of 10 — or more 
likely 9.9 times out of 10 — such a 
call would not even get my attention, 
as I receive so many spam calls and 
junk text messages each week. This 
time, however, I knew the number wasn’t spam or a 
robocall, as the caller ID came up with a number that 
I had manually entered into my contact list some time 
ago.

Jen and I travel a lot. One of the phone numbers that 
I keep in my contact list is my bank’s fraud division. It’s 
the number I would call if I ever had a problem either 
domestically or overseas when traveling — and it’s the 
number that would call me if there were ever a problem 
with my account.

Prior to May 10, I had never needed to call the num-
ber and no one from the bank’s fraud department had 
ever needed to call me. That’s the type of relationship 
I would have liked to have maintained with the bank’s 
fraud department.

Someone in California, however, bursted my bubble.
And thanks to my bank’s quick response time, I was 

able to shatter Mr. or Ms. California’s hopes of an easy 
payday on a Friday afternoon. 

I apologized to the teachers I was meeting with as 
I stepped out of the room to answer the call that was 
about to go to voicemail if I didn’t pick up soon.

A friendly voice on the other end shared the news 
that I feared as soon as I saw the caller ID on my 
iPhone’s screen: “Mr. Peeper, your account has been 
compromised.”

Someone had stolen our checking account number 
and our bank’s routing number. Next, they had checks 
made with our names and our banking information. 

On May 10, that person decided to try to write or to 
cash some of those checks in California with the bogus 
checks tied to our bank account. Thankfully, the secu-
rity measures that the bank has in place prevented the 
person from being able to do anything. Technology is an 
amazing thing.

Shortly after the incident happened in the Golden 
State, I received the call from my bank saying that we 
needed to change our account number to be safe. An 
hour later, my wife and I were sitting across from one of 
the bank’s employees making the changes. The whole 
process was so easy that I had to ask if what happened 
to us was a frequent occurrence.

Unfortunately, the answer was yes.
About 20 minutes after we arrived, we stood up to 

leave the bank with new debit cards and new account 
information. The process was easy and efficient — 
something that I appreciate but that also frustrates me 
at the same time because of how many people out there 
prey on others as they attempt to steal.

The most frustrating part, however, is the time it has 
taken me to update all of the accounts we have that are 
tied to our checking account. 

Like most of you, we pay so many of our bills online 
each month instead of writing checks. Having to update 
all of those accounts with our new information has 
taken a considerable amount of time that I would have 
preferred to have spent on almost any other task.

It’s frustrating to have to spend so much time making 
those changes because of a criminal’s failed attempt to 
steal from us. 

While we hope something like this doesn’t happen to 
us again, we’re almost certain that it will since we have 
also had something similar happen with a credit card. 

We’re grateful for our bank’s quick response and 
their ability to stop the criminal before he or she could 
access our accounts. Today’s technology certainly is 
amazing when you think about how quickly it stopped 
a criminal and then created a new account for us — all 
within a matter of a few hours.

That is something to celebrate.
jdpeeper2@hotmail.com

Justin
 Peeper

In a matter of six months, Mike Johnson has gone 
from accidental House speaker to one of the most 
consequential House speakers in a generation.

That’s not hyperbole. Despite presiding over one 
of the smallest and most restive House majorities in 
history, he has managed to navigate the warring fac-
tions of his party to pass a raft of critical legislation, 
including a government funding bill that averted a 
catastrophic shutdown; reauthorization of a foreign 
surveillance law critical to disrupting terrorist attacks; 
a lethal-aid package for Ukraine that staved off immi-
nent defeat, plus vital military assistance for Israel 
and Taiwan; legislation that allows the United States 
to seize Russian assets and use them to aid Ukraine; 
bipartisan legislation to ban TikTok in the United 
States if it is not sold to a new parent company that is 
not Chinese within about a year; and new sanctions 
against China, Iran and Russia. And in the wake of 
those legislative victories, accomplished with bipar-
tisan support, he defeated an effort by Rep. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) to oust him, which was reject-
ed by a 359-43 vote amid a cacophony of boos from 
her GOP colleagues.

Name me another speaker who has accomplished 
so much, in so short a time, against such overwhelm-
ing odds.

He wasn’t even supposed to be in the job. Johnson 
was chosen only after a three-week standoff in which 
three other nominees failed. When he ascended to the 
speaker’s post, few in Washington had even heard 
of him. Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) told CNN she 
planned to do a Google search to learn who he was. 
Johnson had never even chaired a congressional com-
mittee and went from serving as vice chairman of the 
House Republican Conference (the No. 6 leadership 
position) to second in the line to the presidency virtu-
ally overnight.

From the moment Johnson assumed the speaker-
ship, many assumed his job was doomed. Just weeks 
after he was elected, Politico reported that Republi-
cans were “already asking behind closed doors wheth-
er Johnson might meet the same fate as the deposed 
[former speaker Kevin] McCarthy.” Later, he was 
described as a “leader in name only” whose “grip on 
his fractious conference appears to be slipping” and 
who was having a “bad, very, very bad, awful time 
leading the House Republican conference,” which had 
become a “hot mess, devoid of ideas and accomplish-
ments.”

No one is saying that today.
Getting there was not easy. After Johnson took 

office, his already historically small majority nar-
rowed further because of GOP resignations, leaving 
him little room for error in steering his party to pass 
controversial legislation. He moved deliberately and 
sequentially from bill to bill — tackling government 
spending first, then foreign-surveillance reauthoriza-
tion, before finally moving forward on Ukraine aid.

The Biden administration has sought to claim 

credit for getting Johnson on board with 
Ukraine aid. But while Johnson had voted 
against previous aid packages, he had been 
clear from the beginning of his speaker-
ship on his intention to pass aid to Israel, 
Ukraine and Taiwan. In his speech accept-
ing the gavel (which he wrote himself), he 
declared, “We stand at a very dangerous 
time. … Turmoil and violence have rocked 
the Middle East and Eastern Europe. We 
all know tensions continue to build in the 
Indo-Pacific. The country demands strong 
leadership of this body, and we must 
not waver.” The next day, he told Sean 
Hannity, “We can’t allow Vladimir Putin to prevail in 
Ukraine, because I don’t believe it would stop there, 
and it would probably encourage and empower China 
to perhaps make a move on Taiwan. … We’re not 
going to abandon them.”

But first, he had to lay the groundwork with his 
conference. He invited members to attend intelligence 
briefings showing how, without U.S. aid to Ukraine, 
Russian forces would begin breaking through the 
nation’s defenses, carpet-bombing Ukrainian cities, 
slaughtering civilians and marching toward Kyiv. To 
his chagrin, many anti-Ukraine Republicans declined 
to attend. “They’re making monumental decisions 
with global implications not completely informed 
about the facts,” he told Ben Shapiro before the vote. 
“I think that’s dereliction of duty.”

Johnson also needed to win the support of Donald 
Trump, who could have killed the Ukraine aid pack-
age if he had come out against it. Many — including 
Greene and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban 
— were lobbying Trump to do just that. But Trump 
wisely backed Johnson against the anti-Ukraine fac-
tion of the GOP, appearing side by side with him at 
a news conference at Mar-a-Lago and declaring that 
Johnson was “doing a really good job.” Trump’s hard-
won endorsement was critical.

As the moment of truth arrived, Johnson was the 
epitome of resolve. “History judges us for what we 
do,” he declared at the Capitol. “This is a critical time 
right now. ... I can make a selfish decision and do 
something that is different, but I’m doing here what 
I believe to be the right thing. … I think providing 
lethal aid to Ukraine right now is critically important. 
… I’m willing to take personal risk for that.”

Johnson did exactly that. He put his speakership 
on the line — knowing that his predecessor had been 
ousted for less — in order to do the right thing. That is 
the essence of leadership.

“I never aspired to be speaker of the House,” John-
son recently said. “This was not on my bucket list.” 
Though he might not have aspired to the job, he has 
become one of the most courageous and effective 
leaders to hold it in modern times.

Not bad for an accidental speaker.
Follow Marc A. Thiessen @marcthiessen on X

Marc
Thiessen

Mike Johnson, the accidental speaker, 
is among the most consequential

Fix Social Security with ownership
The trustees for Social 

Security recently issued their 
annual report. And, as we 
have learned annually over 
recent years, the system can-
not meet its obligations.

According to this latest 
report, the Social Security 
system will not be able to 
meet its obligations to retir-
ees by 2035. In 2035, the 
system will be adequate to 
meet just 83% of its obliga-
tions. This is supposedly 
good news because the pro-
jected shortfall occurs one year later 
than reported last year. 

But the change simply reflects 
the fact that the system is so massive 
— it’s the single largest government 
program, with annual expenditure of 
$1.2 trillion — that small changes in 
assumptions in the planning model 
produce big changes in the projected 
results. 

Young people today start working 
and immediately have 6.2% of their 
paycheck deducted in payroll tax for 
Social Security, with their employer 
matching this with another 6.2% — 
all paid into a system that is bankrupt. 

Our political leaders, to the extent 
they choose to speak about this issue, 
reiterate their commitment to “save 
the system.” But “saving the system” 
means just taking a bad situation and 
making it worse. Who wants to “save 
the system” by raising taxes, raising 
the retirement age or cutting benefits?

Many still believe that Social 

Security is some kind of 
retirement investment pro-
gram, but it’s not. It is a 
government tax and spend-
ing program.  Individuals 
are forced to pay the payroll 
tax. And those payroll taxes 
are used to pay retirement 
benefits for those currently 
retired. 

Even if you think this 
is a good idea, it no longer 
works. When the system 
began in the 1930s, there 
were over 40 working Amer-

icans per retiree. Today, because of 
longer life spans and declining birth-
rates, there are just a little over three 
working for each retiree. Worker’s 
taxes soon won’t be enough.

I have been writing for years that 
the system should not and cannot be 
saved, and I make this same declara-
tion now. It is quite reasonable for the 
government to insist that individuals 
take steps to secure their future in 
retirement. But it is not reasonable for 
government to step in and take away 
an individual’s freedom on how to 
take care of themselves.

Individuals should be allowed to 
take ownership of the payroll tax they 
are forced to pay and use these funds 
to invest in their own personal retire-
ment account.

The benefits of giving individuals 
freedom to take ownership of their 
own earnings and invest are huge. 
For one thing, putting funds into the 
equity markets over a 45-year work-

ing life yields far higher returns than 
Social Security provides. 

In one study, done a number of 
years ago at the Cato Institute, they 
looked at a theoretical average-
income couple that retired in 2009, 
one year after a huge crash in the 
stock market. Despite a 37% mar-
ket decline in 2008, the cumulative 
returns they received since they 
started investing when they were 21 
in 1965 yielded savings of $855,175. 
This is based on the actual market 
returns over those years, not theory. 
This is 75% more than what they 
would have gotten from Social Secu-
rity, per the study.

Lack of ownership in stocks great-
ly accounts for the huge difference 
in household wealth between Black 
households and white households. 
Whereas, per the Federal Reserve, 
65.6% of white households own 
stocks, only 39.2% of Black house-
holds do. As a result, average house-
hold wealth in assets among white 
households is approximately $1.5 
million compared to $297,000 among 
Black households.

Plus, investing gives everyone 
“skin in the game” to limit govern-
ment and keep our American system 
of capitalism alive and healthy.

No move could do more to restor-
ing economic vitality and individual 
freedom in our country than trans-
forming our broken Social Security 
system into a nationwide personal 
investment program.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM
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Gloria settles into a daily routine at the cabin in Ohio
We rounded the cor-

ner and started up the long, 
winding lane. We had 
arrived at our destination. 
The usual six to seven-hour 
trip to Danville, Ohio, was 
done in less than six hours. 
I smiled as the children 
cheered all the way up to the 
top of the driveway. Round-
ing the last corner, we were 
in full view of the cabin, 
which would be called home 
for a couple of weeks.

“Look a t  that !”  I 
exclaimed. On the patio 
next to the log cabin tucked 
among the pines, there was 
a fire in the fire ring. A pic-
nic supper was spread on the 
stone bar, and three of Dan-
iel’s siblings, David, Joseph, 
and Mary, were waiting 
for us. The minivan circled 
on up close to the cabin. 
Six children scampered off 
and began carrying in our 
belongings.

The driver got a sandwich 
and headed back home to 
Illinois, with the agreement 
that we’d notify him once 
we were ready to go back.

The grilled burgers, 
served with sourdough bread 
baked by Mary’s friend Net-
tie, were a hit. The evening 
passed quickly, and soon, 
it was time to decide who 
would sleep where in the 
cabin. The children were 
impressed with the loft, and 
were delighted when I told 
them we’d find space for all 
of them to sleep up there. 
Fleetingly, I thought of being 
by myself on the main floor 
where Daniel and I were two 
½ years ago when we all 
came for Christmas.

You know how it goes 
with little ones, once the 
lights were out and every-
thing was said and done, 
half of them were downstairs 
with Mom.

The following morning, 
I briefly explained to the 
children that during our stay 
in Ohio, we would be set-
tling into a summer routine, 
which we would then take 
back home to Illinois.

The first step was a no- 
brainer and is something that 
we’ve been working on at 
home: if you wake up ear-
lier than your siblings, speak 
softly so as not to awaken 
them.

Getting dressed and ready 
for the day has tended to be 
a drag in the past, so we’re 
doing that first on the list 
to keep it from lagging into 
the forenoon. The first ones 
to be dressed and combed 
sit on the couch and reclin-
ers with books until the rest 
of the family has gathered 

for devotions which usually 
consists of Bible reading, a 
little discussion, followed 
with a song and praying 
together.

They all look forward 
to breakfast, which comes 
next. I don’t know if they’d 
ever get tired of granola, 
even if I told them they 
could eat it three times a day. 
A sincere thanks to Nettie 
for providing us with lots of 
granola for our stay in Ohio. 
Breakfast is a fun time. The 
children talk, come up with 
big ideas, and yes, get a bit 
noisy if not monitored.

Exercises follow the 
breakfast song and table 
clearing. The exercises will 
vary from week to week. 
One that we’re doing cur-
rently is toe touches with 
legs crossed, breathing with 
them, and counting to five 
while touching toes. The 
exercises are targeted toward 
coordination, body balance, 
and focus. Along with this 
we often have some sort 
of practice like acting out a 
little play of kindly asking 
for a turn with a sibling’s 
toy tractor or doll instead of 
demanding a right to have 
what I want ‘because it’s 
mine’.

After practice is our time 
for the preschool boys to do 
their preschool work and the 
other children to brush up on 
flashcards, help their young-
er siblings, and such.

Once the books are shut 
and the cards stacked, it is 
time for the children to go 
run off some energy.

By midday, we usually 
get out and go see some-
one. We’ve been blessed 
with many precious times 
with family and friends. On 
Thursday, we were espe-
cially thankful to spend time 
with Johnny’s family, who 
lost their mother six weeks 
ago. The evening passed 
quickly as we shared and 
had supper together.

That night when I went 
to bed I was unusually tired, 
and it seemed like it was an 
endless battle to get every-
one settled down.  On this 
particular evening I didn’t 
know how I could go on. I 
had sat up in bed and told 
Hosanna that Mom is tired 
enough that it hurts. I was 
unsure if I should have even 
said it as I did not want my 
children to feel respon-
sible for me. At that instant 
Hosanna said, “There’s an 
angel!”

Sizing up her statement, I 
replied, “That’s nice, where 
do you see it?”

“Right up above your 
head,” came the straightfor-
ward answer.

“Where, where?” Little 
Joshua wanted to know.

“Now it vanished,” 
Hosanna stated.

There was not the slight-
est bit of commotion after 
that, Hosanna was now 
ready to sleep, the reality 
that we were guarded by an 
angel was real to her heart.

The next day I asked 
Hosanna about it. She said it 
was so beautiful she couldn’t 
really say how it looked. 
“It was between white and 
golden in color and had a 
crown. I was not scared a 
bit,” she explained.

What more can I say 
than, “Thank you God, you 
know and provide for all of 
our needs all of the time!”

Yes, God sends people 
too, that remind me of 
angels. On Friday evening 
when we came home there 
was a plate of fresh donuts 
and note on the table, from 
our neighbor lady. I mar-
veled at such kindness. Why, 
she has eight children herself 
including a special needs 
child. So, whether or not you 
are privileged to see an angel 

today, you can be there for 
another who needs an angel-
ic touch!

Enjoy some fresh donuts!

MASHED POTATO
DOUGHNUTS

•      ½ c. shortening
•       ½ c. sugar
•       1 tsp. salt
•       6½ c. flour
•       3 egg yolks
•      ½ c. mashed potatoes
•      2 c. scalded milk
•      2 cakes yeast
•      1 tsp. nutmeg
Glaze:
•      3 tablespoons water
•      1 cup powdered 

sugar
•      ¼ teaspoon vanilla
Instructions
1. Blend shortening into 

sifted dry ingredients
2. Combine egg yolks 

with potatoes.
3. Add to dry ingredients.
4. Add yeast to cooled 

milk.
5. Gradually blend into 

other mixture.
6. Let rise for 40 minutes.
7. Cut and let rise again.
8. Roll dough 3/8-inch 

thick.

9. Cut into rings (a wide 
mouth jar ring works well) 
and remove a circle from the 
center.

10. Fry in 350 degree oil 
or fat until each side is gold-
en, about 1 minute on each 
side.

11.  Mix glaze ingredients 
in a bowl and then dip hot 
doughnuts into the glaze and 
cool.

The Amish Cook
by Gloria Yoder

By BARBARA
BARBIERI

It was a Picnic in the 
Park for the Extension 
Homemakers as they cel-
ebrated their spring festi-
val on Thursday evening 
at the Wells County Com-
munity Center and named 
Vicky Lewis their Home-
maker of the Year.

Those attending were 
greeted by the group’s 
President Charolett Geh-
ring and selections sung 
by the County Chorus. 
Carol Lochtefeld offered 
an inspiration before din-
ner was served by mem-
bers of the UYB Club.

Shara  Kuhns sang 
“Through It All” followed 
by Molly Hoag telling the 
homemaker’s what they 
truly mean to the com-
munity and should be cel-
ebrated. Recognized for 
having been club mem-
bers for 50 years were 
Letty Stauffer  (UYB 
Club). Pat Wade (UYB 
Club) and Charolett Geh-
ring (ODO Club).

Eve Bowman of the 
ODO Club was recog-
nized as a 90-year old 
member. Vicky Lewis 
r ead  a  poem t i t l ed 
“She Was Different” as 
deceased Carol Meeks 
(ODO Club) and Ellen 
Snow (Loyal Neighbors 
Club) had candles lit in 
their memory.

Club officers for 2023 
were recognized as Cha-
rolett Gehring, president; 
Linda Huseman, secre-
tary; Jean Reef, treasurer; 
and Mary Ann Ripperger, 
advisor. Officers for 2024 
will be Linda Huseman, 
president; Charolett Geh-
ring, president elect; Jean 
Reef, treasurer; and Mary 
Ann Ripperger, secretary.

Cultural Arts awards 
were presented to Vicky 
Lewis for her lap robe and 
to Kay Sutherland for her 
table runner.

The celebration ended 
with the awarding of a 
door prize of picnic items 
and the reciting of the 
Homemaker’s Creed.

Extension Homemakers celebrate spring with a ‘Picnic in the Park’

Shara Kuhns shared a spe-
cial song—”Through it All.”

Eva Bowman was recognized 
for being a 90-year old mem-
ber.

Recognized for having been extension club members for 50 
years were left to right Letty Stauffer (UYB Club), Pat  Wade 
(UYB Club) and Charolett Gehring (ODO CLub). (Photos by 
Barbara Barbieri)

Homemaker of the Year Honors went to Vicky Lewis, at right of 
the Rockford Friendship Club and was surprised as members 
of her family came to congratulate her. Making the announce-
ment and [presentation was Jean Reef, at left.

Cultural Arts awards went to Kay Sutherland, at left, for her 
table runner and to Vicky Lewis, at right, for her lap robe.
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Call 824-0224

Thanks for voting me #1 Travel Agency! 
Let me help you plan your next adventure!

Complimentary concierge services for
all of your travel planning needs.

Stephanie Hiday - Travel Specialist
260-417-7656

s.hiday@magicalvacationplanner.com

•	Theme	Parks
•	Cruise	Lines

•	All	Inclusive	
Resorts

Specializing in:

Community
Harvest 

Farm Wagon 
on Tuesdays

The Community 
Harvest Farm Wagon 
visits Life Commu-
nity Church every 
Tuesday at 9 a.m. to 
give FREE fresh food 
to needy families. The 
church address is 428 
S. Oak St. in Bluffton. 
Enter the parking lot 
at the south entrance 
off of Oak Street and 
park facing North.



By JAY COHEN 
AP Baseball Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — The 
road for Shota Imanaga 
from Japan to the major 
leagues included at least one 
sharp observation that has 
served him well in his tran-
sition to life with the Chi-
cago Cubs.

“Watching foreign play-
ers in Japan and how they 
try to figure out how to 
get support from the fans, 
essentially I’m just doing 
the opposite of that, coming 
over here,” Imanaga said 
through a translator. “It was 
something I thought about.”

From his entertaining 
pitching style to his trips to 
Dunkin’ Donuts — “Either 
I order a small iced latte 
or a medium,” he said — 

Imanaga has moved with a 
purpose in his acclimation 
to the big leagues. And he 
is making it look easy at the 
moment.

Relying on a deceptive 
four-seam fastball that he 
usually locates at the top of 
the strike zone, along with a 
splitter that plays at the bot-
tom, Imanaga is 5-0 with a 
0.84 ERA for the contend-
ing Cubs. The left-hander 
also has 58 strikeouts and 
nine walks in 53 2/3 innings 
— thrusting himself into the 
early conversation for NL 
Rookie of the Year and the 
Cy Young Award.

Imanaga’s ERA is the 
lowest for a major leaguer 

for his first nine career starts 
— excluding openers — 
since baseball started track-
ing earned runs in 1913. 
Fernando Valenzuela had 
the previous mark at 0.91 in 
his second year with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in 1981.

It’s the fourth-lowest 
ERA since 1920 for any 
pitcher in his first nine 
starts in a season, trailing 
Jacob DeGrom (0.62 in 
2021), Hall of Famer Juan 
Marichal (0.69 in 1966) 
and Zack Greinke (0.82 in 
2009).

So far, Imanaga has been 
better than Chicago ever 
could have expected when it 
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We   Welcome 

You!

123 S  JOHNSON  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar O�  Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

Friday & Saturday Bands
Weekly Drink Specials and Events!

Sundays Biscuits & Gravy 
9am -until GONE!

More Than Just Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

Computer Diagnostics and More!

Transmissions
Heating/AC - Tune-Ups - Brakes

tics and More!

Committed to Serving You Better!

Computer Diagnos
In Bluffton since 1979 www.experttrans.com

1979 – 2024

2883 E State Road 124, Blu� ton, IN 46714
(260) 824-4929

TUESDAY, MAY 21
BOYS GOLF: South Adams at Norwell, 

4:30 p.m.; Bluffton at Huntington North, 4:30 
p.m.; Southern Wells at Northfield, 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS: (Regional semifinal) Nor-
well vs. Manchester at Bluffton, 5 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (Girls): Bluffton, Norwell 
at Carroll, 6 p.m.

SOFTBALL: (Sectional) Norwell vs. Peru 
at Oak Hill, 7 p.m.; Cowan at Southern Wells, 
6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22
BASEBALL: (Sectional) Peru at Norwell, 

7:30 p.m
THURSDAY, MAY 23
BOYS GOLF: Bluffton at Norwell, 4 p.m.; 

Heritage at Southern Wells, 5 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD (Girls): Bluffton, Norwell 
at Carroll, 6 p.m.

SOFTBALL: Bluffton vs. TBD at South 
Adams, 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 24
BASEBALL: (Sectional) Bluffton at South 

Adams, 5:30 p.m.; Southern Wells vs. Liberty 
Christian at Wes-Del, 5 p.m. 

SATURDAY,  MAY 25
BASEBALL: Southern Wells vs. Liberty 

Christian at Wes-Del, 5 p.m.
MONDAY, MAY 27
BOYS GOLF: Bluffton, Southern Wells at 

Southwood Knights Invitational, 10 a.m.
TUESDAY, MAY 28
BOYS GOLF: Adams Central at Norwell, 

4:30 p.m.; Southern Wells at Bluffton, 4:30 

High School Calendar

By RYAN 
WALKER
“We’ve strug-

gled all year get-
ting some runs in 
the first inning. 
We always seem 
to start a little 
l a te ,”  South-
ern Wells head 
coach Jason Riley 
said. “I told (my 
team) ‘Hey, we 
just  saw this 
team, we know 
what  they’ve 
got, but we can’t 
b e  h e s i t a n t . 
We’re the visit-
ing team, we’re 
on our own dia-
mond, let’s come 
out and put it 
right to ‘em in 
the beginning.’ 
We wanted to get 
out there and get 
going.”

Twenty-f ive 
hits, 10 extra-base 
knocks and 15 
runs later, and the 
Southern Wells Raiders are moving on to 
the sectional semifinal.

It was the Raiders’ (7-15) first sectional 
victory since 2018, and they made sure it 
happened quickly.

In the top of the first inning, Southern 
Wells poured on 11 runs and three in the 
next. Since it’s the postseason, the Raiders 
were able to bat first against a struggling 
Liberty Christian Lions’ team, who finished 
with a 1-12 record.

The Lions were dealing with a small 
roster — just nine players listed on the pro-
gram. One of the players was removed from 
the game and left second base wide-open 
from the second inning and beyond.

Every Raider in the starting lineup pro-
duced at least two or more hits, and only 
two batters did not come away with one for 
extra bases. To pick out which player had 
the best night is challenging, but perhaps 
Kyah Thomas’ two triples earned the top 

spot. Others that 
had solid nights 
w e r e :  E m m a 
Parks 3-3 with 
a triple, Kenzie 
Paxson 3-3, Mor-
gan Jones 2-2 
with a double, 
Kim McCune 3-3 
with two doubles, 
Gracie Reeves 
3-4 with two dou-
bles and two RBI, 
Bristal Chapman 
2-4 with a triple, 
Remi Holmes 
2 - 2 ,  C o l l e n a 
Reeves 3-3 and 
Kaylea Coffel 1-1 
with a triple.

“We’re hit-
ting the ball real-
ly hard right 
now,” Riley said.

The Raiders 
are starting to 
find a little bit of 
offensive momen-
tum, scoring at 
least eight runs in 
three of their last 
four games. Two 

of the games coming against Liberty Chris-
tian.

The momentum could continue to roll, as 
the Raiders’ next opponent comes down to 
the winner of Tri-Central (1-10) and Cowan 
(2-20). Both teams average about 11 runs 
allowed per game.

Southern Wells hasn’t faced either team 
this season, so the comfortable feeling of 
winning the first game will come right back 
down about 24 hours after the first.

“Now, I’m not so nervous. Until 
tomorrow — I’ll be nervous tomorrow,” 
Riley shared. “These girls deserve it. 
They’ve worked hard. We’ve built up for 
this whole season, and our goal all year was 
to win sectionals. We got a great draw, and 
we’ve got to take one every day, one at a 
time.”

The Raiders will play the winner at 
approximately 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 21.

ryan@news-banner.com

Raiders pound 25 hits, 15 
runs to win first sectional 
softball game since 2018

Raider baserunner Kyah Thomas (left) holds her 
spot on third base while  Lions’ third baseman Abigail 
Ray. Thomas led the Raiders with three triples.

Southern Wells player Collena Reeves (right) jumps in the air with head coach Jason Riley dur-
ing introductions before the sectional first round against Liberty Christian Monday night. The 
Raiders had a blast, putting up 25 hits on the Lions and scoring 15 runs to win 15-0. (Photos by 
Ryan Walker)

Southern Wells pitcher Maddy Sutton (right) throws to Kenzie Paxson behind the plate. Sutton, 
not to be overshadowed by the offense’s 15 runs, tossed a one-hitter against the Lions in a five-
inning shut out.

Tigers compete at middle school state meet
The middle school track team of Bluffton competed in the state meet at Indiana State Uni-
versity on Saturday. Parker Barnes ran in the 200m hurdles and placed in third, while also 
finishing in seventh in the 110m hurdles. The girls’ 4x800m relay team of Abby Ramseyer, 
Addison Sonnigson, Cora Kunkel and Grace Fry ran and finished in 11th place. Pictured 
are the five Tigers’ athletes who competed in the event from left to right Abby Ramseyer, 
Addison Sonnigson, Parker Barnes, Cora Kunkel and Grace Fry. (Photo provided)

The ACAC released its selections for the 
all-conference tennis teams.

Bluffton had Hazel Pfister and Sophie 

Eisenhut earn first-team doubles, while 
Emma Schwartz earned second-team for 
singles.

Pfister, Eisenhut and Schwartz 
make all-ACAC girls’ tennis awards

‘Constantly learning’ Imanaga off 
to impressive start with the Cubs

(Continued on Page 7)

Norwell tops Blackhawk Christian 
in junior varsity baseball game

Norwell’s junior varsity baseball team 
defeated Blackhawk Christian 14-6 on the 
road Monday night.

Noah Comer led the way with three hits, 
including three RBI. Will Case had a double 
and three RBI. Brayden Huffman and Jax-
son Dohrman had a hit and an RBI. Josiah 

Ray and Lincoln Schafer also had RBI.
Cade Thornton got the win, throwing 

three innings and allowing two runs (one 
earned) on three hits and struck out six. 
Huffman threw three innings and allowed 
two runs (one earned) on one hit, no walks 
and four strikeouts.



By AGDAILY
Farmers and ranchers are 

still waiting for a new farm 
bill, but the release of a dis-
cussion draft means forward 
progress. 

“The Farm, Food, and 
National Security Act of 
2024 is the product of exten-
sive feedback from stake-
holders and all Members of 
the House, and is responsive 
to the needs of farm country 
through the incorporation of 
hundreds of bipartisan poli-
cies,” wrote House Commit-
tee on Agriculture Chairman 
Glenn “GT” Thompson. 
“The release of this draft is 
a significant step forward 
in a years-long, delibera-
tive process. The markup is 
one step in a greater House 
process that should not be 
compromised by mislead-
ing arguments, false nar-
ratives, or edicts from the 
Senate. I look forward to 
engaging with colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle as we 
move to markup.”

This new draft covers key 
issues such as crop insur-
ance and securing farm safe-
ty nets through programs, 
addressing legislative issues 
created by California’s con-
tentious Proposition 12 and 
the SOLAR Act, which pro-
tects farmland from solar 
development. 

However, some of the 
draft has caused concern. 
Feeding America, the non-
profit food bank network, 
said that while improve-
ments have been made to 
nutrition programs, the bill 
also contains provisions that 
may weaken resources pro-
vided to those facing hun-
ger. 

“Feeding America is 
particularly concerned by 
provisions that would pre-
vent future benefits of the 

Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program from 
reflecting costs associated 
with updated nutrition guid-
ance and the ways people 
shop and cook,” it wrote in 
a statement.

The draft version has also 
drawn the attention of the 
Former CEO of the Humane 
Society of the United States, 
Pacelle. Pacelle argues that 
the EATS Act, included in 
the updated farm bill, under-
mines progress in improving 
animal welfare standards. 

The 2018 farm bill 
expired last year, and Con-
gress passed a one-year 
extension. There is a major 
push to get a new bill 
through Congress.

Currently, operations are 
based on the extension of 
the 2018 farm bill, but there 
is hope that the new bill will 
be addressed by the agricul-

ture committees and even-
tually reach the President’s 
desk.

“Signing a farm bill into 
law is vital to the food and 
agriculture sector, which 
benefits our economy, 
accounting for roughly one-
fifth of U.S. economic activ-
ity and supporting nearly 
23 million jobs,” wrote the 
National Association of 
State Departments of Agri-
culture.

A key aspect of the farm 
bill’s success is its bipartisan 
nature. Historically, farm 
bills have garnered support 
from both parties due to 
their wide-reaching impact 
on agriculture and nutrition. 
Despite anticipated debates 
on specific policies across 
all 12 titles of the bill, there 
is confidence that a bipar-
tisan agreement will be 
reached.

The next steps involve 
detailed policy discussions. 
Thompson in the House is 
moving toward a markup of 
the proposed text, an excit-
ing development as it initi-
ates specific policy debates.

The hope is that the Sen-
ate will soon follow suit. 
However, time is a criti-
cal factor, with presidential 
politics and close margins in 
the House making it increas-
ingly challenging to pass a 
new farm bill this year.

The House Ag Commit-
tee will mark up the farm 
bill on Thursday, May 23.  
The current farm bill exten-
sion expires at the end of 
September.

S P O R T S TUESDAY, MAY 21, 2024 • The News-Banner • Page 7

Need more employees! A 20 word, line classified  
in the Bluffton News-Banner for a month is $52.  

Contact the office at 125 N. Johnson St.,  260-824-0224,  
or submit online to classifieds.news-banner.com.

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Agricultural 
Services Guide

Do you have a 
service or product 
for area farmers?

Call 824-0224 or 622-4108
and � nd out how a� ordable our 

AG SERVICES DIRECTORY 
can be!

Prompt Delivery ...
To Your Home - Farm - Business

Gasolines - Heating Oils  •  Pure 1-K Kerosene  •  Super Diesel Fuel - Oils

Bio - Soy Diesel - Ethanol     •   Competitive Prices!

Agriculture

BASKETBALL
NBA

Sunday, May 19
Indiana 130, New York 109, Indiana 

wins series 4 - 3
Minnesota 98, Denver 90, Minnesota 

wins series 4 - 3
CONFERENCE FINALS

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Tuesday, May 21

Indiana at Boston, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, May 22

Dallas at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 23

Indiana at Boston, 8 p.m.
Friday, May 24

Dallas at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 25

Boston at Indiana, 8:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 26

Minnesota at Dallas, 8 p.m.

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
New York 4 0 1.000 —
Connecticut 3 0 1.000 ½
Atlanta 1 1 .500 2
Chicago 1 1 .500 2
Washington 0 3 .000 3½
Indiana 0 4 .000 4

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB

Las Vegas 2 0 1.000 —
Minnesota 2 0 1.000 —
Phoenix 1 1 .500 1
Dallas 1 1 .500 1
Seattle 1 3 .250 2
Los Angeles 0 2 .000 2

Sunday’s Games
Seattle 84, Washington 75

Monday’s Games
New York 74, Seattle 63
Connecticut 88, Indiana 84

Tuesday’s Games
Dallas at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Phoenix at Las Vegas, 10 p.m.
Washington at Los Angeles, 10 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Indiana at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Chicago at New York, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Connecticut, 7 p.m.
Washington at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

HOCKEY

NHL
Saturday, May 18

Edmonton 5, Vancouver 1, series 
tied 3 - 3

Monday, May 20
Edmonton at Vancouver, 9 p.m.

CONFERENCE FINALS
(Best-of-7)
(x-if necessary)

Wednesday, May 22
Florida at N.Y. Rangers, 8 p.m.

Friday, May 24
Florida at N.Y. Rangers, 8 p.m.

Sunday, May 26
N.Y. Rangers at Florida, 3 p.m.

BASEBALL
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 33 16 .673 —
Baltimore 29 16 .644 2
Tampa Bay 25 24 .510 8
Boston 24 24 .500 8½
Toronto 21 25 .457 10½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Cleveland 31 17 .646 —
Kansas City 30 19 .612 1½
Minnesota 24 23 .511 6½
Detroit 23 24 .489 7½
Chicago 14 34 .292 17

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Seattle 26 22 .542 —
Texas 24 24 .500 2
Houston 21 27 .438 5
Los Angeles 19 29 .396 7
Oakland 19 30 .388 7½

Sunday’s Games
Boston 11, St. Louis 3
Cleveland 5, Minnesota 2
Baltimore 6, Seattle 3
Toronto 5, Tampa Bay 2
N.Y. Yankees 7, Chicago White Sox 2
Kansas City 8, Oakland 4
L.A. Angels 4, Texas 1
Houston 9, Milwaukee 4
Arizona 6, Detroit 4

Monday’s Games
Toronto 9, Chicago White Sox 3
Cleveland 3, N.Y. Mets 1
Boston 5, Tampa Bay 0
Washington 12, Minnesota 3
Seattle 5, N.Y. Yankees 4

Kansas City 8, Detroit 3
St. Louis 6, Baltimore 3
L.A. Angels 9, Houston 7

Tuesday’s Games
N.Y. Mets (Houser 0-3) at Cleveland 

(Carrasco 2-4), 6:10 p.m.
Texas (Gray 2-1) at Philadelphia 

(Suárez 8-0), 6:40 p.m.
Minnesota (Ryan 2-3) at Washington 

(Corbin 1-4), 6:45 p.m.
Boston (Criswell 2-1) at Tampa Bay 

(Littell 2-2), 6:50 p.m.
Seattle (Woo 1-0) at N.Y. Yankees 

(Schmidt 5-1), 7:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Crochet 4-4) at 

Toronto (Kikuchi 2-3), 7:07 p.m.
Detroit (Mize 1-2) at Kansas City 

(Marsh 3-1), 7:40 p.m.
Baltimore (Bradish 0-0) at St. Louis 

(Lynn 1-2), 7:45 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Canning 2-4) at Houston 

(Javier 3-1), 8:10 p.m.
Colorado (Quantrill 3-3) at Oakland 

(Brooks 0-1), 9:40 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Minnesota at Washington, 1:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Cleveland, 1:10 p.m.
Baltimore at St. Louis, 1:15 p.m.
Detroit at Kansas City, 2:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Houston, 2:10 p.m.
Texas at Philadelphia, 6:40 p.m.
Boston at Tampa Bay, 6:50 p.m.
Seattle at N.Y. Yankees, 7:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Toronto, 7:07 

p.m.
Colorado at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 34 14 .708 —
Atlanta 27 17 .614 5
Washington 21 25 .457 12
New York 21 26 .447 12½
Miami 16 33 .327 18½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 27 20 .574 —
Chicago 26 22 .542 1½
Pittsburgh 22 26 .458 5½
St. Louis 21 26 .447 6
Cincinnati 19 28 .404 8

West Division
 W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 32 17 .653 —
San Diego 25 25 .500 7½
San Francisco 23 25 .479 8½
Arizona 22 25 .468 9
Colorado 15 31 .326 15½

Sunday’s Games

Boston 11, St. Louis 3
Philadelphia 11, Washington 5
N.Y. Mets 7, Miami 3
Houston 9, Milwaukee 4
Pittsburgh 3, Chicago Cubs 2
San Francisco 4, Colorado 1
Arizona 6, Detroit 4
L.A. Dodgers 3, Cincinnati 2, 10 

innings
San Diego 9, Atlanta 1

Monday’s Games
San Diego 6, Atlanta 5, 1st game
Cleveland 3, N.Y. Mets 1
Atlanta 3, San Diego 0, 2nd game
Washington 12, Minnesota 3
Miami 3, Milwaukee 2, 10 innings
St. Louis 6, Baltimore 3
Arizona at L.A. Dodgers, late

Tuesday’s Games
N.Y. Mets (Houser 0-3) at Cleveland 

(Carrasco 2-4), 6:10 p.m.
Milwaukee (Gasser 2-0) at Miami 

(Rogers 1-6), 6:40 p.m.
San Diego (Musgrove 3-3) at Cincin-

nati (Abbott 2-4), 6:40 p.m.
San Francisco (Webb 4-4) at Pitts-

burgh (Pérez 1-3), 6:40 p.m.
Texas (Gray 2-1) at Philadelphia 

(Suárez 8-0), 6:40 p.m.
Minnesota (Ryan 2-3) at Washington 

(Corbin 1-4), 6:45 p.m.
Atlanta (Morton 3-1) at Chicago Cubs 

(Assad 4-0), 7:40 p.m.
Baltimore (Bradish 0-0) at St. Louis 

(Lynn 1-2), 7:45 p.m.
Colorado (Quantrill 3-3) at Oakland 

(Brooks 0-1), 9:40 p.m.
Arizona (Pfaadt 1-3) at L.A. Dodgers 

(Stone 4-1), 10:10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Minnesota at Washington, 1:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Cleveland, 1:10 p.m.
Baltimore at St. Louis, 1:15 p.m.
Milwaukee at Miami, 6:40 p.m.
San Diego at Cincinnati, 6:40 p.m.
San Francisco at Pittsburgh, 6:40 

p.m.
Texas at Philadelphia, 6:40 p.m.
Atlanta at Chicago Cubs, 7:40 p.m.
Colorado at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.
Arizona at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.

Midwest League
Monday’s Games

No games.
Tuesday’s Games

Lansing at Fort Wayne, 6:35 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Lansing at Fort Wayne, 6:35 p.m.

News-Banner Scoreboard

Imanaga off to impressive start
signed him to a $53 million, four-year 
contract in January.

“The way he thinks about himself 
as a pitcher, the way he talks through 
his first few starts here, he’s thought-
ful about everything,” said Jed Hoyer, 
the president of baseball operations 
for the Cubs. “I think he knows he can 
continue to get better and continue to 
refine stuff. It’s been a great start, and 
I am glad people have sort of gravitated 
towards watching him.”

Have they ever.
Imanaga, who takes the mound in 

throwback-style high socks, is already 
a fan favorite in sports-crazy Chicago. 
But his early success is only part of the 
growing connection between the Japa-
nese lefty and the passionate residents 
of Wrigley Field.

It started when Imanaga — wearing 
No. 18 in honor of Ben Zobrist, who 
was the World Series MVP when the 
Cubs won the title in 2016 — recited a 
couple of lines from the song “Go Cubs 
Go” during his introductory news con-
ference.

He warms up to The Fratellis’ “Chel-
sea Dagger,” the goal-scoring song for 
the NHL’s Chicago Blackhawks. He 
has openly mused about switching his 

alarm to the sound of cheering fans at 
Wrigley to help him get started in the 
morning.

“What impresses me the most is 
how (much) fun he’s having here,” San 
Diego Padres pitcher Yu Darvish said 
through a translator. “Not just pitch-
ing ... but how he’s adjusting to life in 
the U.S. I think he’s really taking it in 
and enjoying it, so that part makes me 
happy, too.”

As Imanaga prepared for life in the 
majors, he spoke with Darvish about 
his experience. Imanaga and Darvish 
were teammates when Japan won last 
year’s World Baseball Classic, beat-
ing the U.S. in the final. The 37-year-
old Darvish, who played for Chicago 
for three seasons, made his big league 
debut with Texas in 2012.

Imanaga, 30, also did his homework 
on Chicago and the Cubs organization 
before signing with the team.

“He’s in a place in life where he’s 
very sure who he is, and that’s been evi-
dent kind of from early on,” Cubs man-
ager Craig Counsell said. “He’s very 
confident in his choices, very confident 
in the people he puts around him. ... I 
think he is looking for the experience 
of what can I enjoy from a new coun-
try, and I think you take that perspec-

tive and it makes the experience a really 
good one.”

Imanaga went 7-4 with a 2.80 ERA 
in 22 starts in his final season with the 
Yokohama BayStars of Japan’s Central 
League, finishing with 174 strikeouts 
and 24 walks in 148 innings. Nick-
named “The Throwing Philosopher,” 
he also wrote a book on pitching that 
was published last year.

“I’m always constantly learning,” 
Imanaga said about the book-writing 
process. “But the fact that I’m trying 
to put out all the information, I think 
that helped me understand more about 
myself.”

The 5-foot-10 Imanaga averages 92 
mph on his four-seamer — not exactly 
noteworthy in a sea of high-90s fast-
balls — but it has a high spin rate and 
an unusual amount of vertical move-
ment. Hitters likely will adjust over 
time, forcing Imanaga to take a closer 
look at his approach.

But Imanaga and the Cubs are confi-
dent he is up to the challenge, especial-
ly with how he embraces the advanced 
metrics of the sport.

“Compared to Japan, I mean they do 
hand out data, but here, they’ll give us 
data and they’ll have a plan going along 
with it,” Imanaga said. “I like that.”

(Continued from Page 6)

Farm Bill 2024: Key steps forward amid stakeholder input



BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

CRANKSHAFT

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

D I V E R S I O N SPage 8 • The News-Banner • TUESDAY, MAY 21, 2024

BUY IT
SELL IT
RENT IT
FIND IT
FILL IT
GET IT
    DO IT
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

!
Place Your Ad 24/7/365!
www.news-banner.com

Recovering from wife’s 
infidelity — 25 years later

Dear Annie: More than 25 years 
ago, my wife cheated, likely multiple 
times with multiple men. She wanted to 
divorce me, but I convinced her to go to 
couples therapy. I won’t go into all the 
details, except this: The therapist rec-
ommended that she not share who the 
affair partner(s) were. They were a hus-
band-and-wife team of therapists, and I 
still remember them saying that normal-
ly they recommend sharing information, 
but in this case, they do not.

Because of this, I have constant fear 
and resentment that any male acquain-
tance is him. This is not good way to 
live, or stay married.

Repeatedly, she has said I have 
never met or spoken to any of the men 
she was with, nor has she seen or had 
any contact with any of them whatso-
ever in the last 25 years. This really is 
hard to believe, since we live in a fairly 
small metropolitan area, and it seems 
unlikely we never crossed paths. Should 
we return to counseling so either I can 
accept this or she can actually share 
this information? Should I just go alone 
to learn to accept? — Frustrated and 
Angry Husband

Dear Frustrated and Angry Hus-
band: Twenty-five years is a long time to 
stay in a marriage where you still don’t 
fully trust your partner. It is understand-
able that you have some fears, but you 
can’t let them rule over your relation-
ship. You have to ask yourself, can I for-
give her for her indiscretions 25 years 
ago? If you can, then you have to truly 
forgive and let go of your anger and 
hurt over the past. The rearview mirror 
is a lot smaller than the front windshield 
for a reason.

With that being said, if you can’t 
forgive and are constantly mistrusting, 
then yes, you have to go back into ther-
apy. Living in fear or doubt is no way to 
live and does not lead to a healthy rela-
tionship. In the end, it really hurts you.

Dear Annie: 
I’m 70, and my 
mother is 93, 
and we have the 
same dynamic as 
a writer described 
to you of her criti-
cizing everything.

What this con-
trolling criticism 
stems from is a 
persistent low 
level of anxiety 
and a narcissistic tendency. She’s not 
going to respect anything I say, no mat-
ter how I say it.

Hence, I have learned to keep my 
visits with my mom short and focused 
on something external: a meal out 
with shopping or a movie (which she 
always criticizes). I keep the conversa-
tion focused on external interests. For 
instance, we both like nature, so news 
on climate change or PBS shows are a 
good topic for her.

Most importantly, I tell her nothing 
personal. If she disapproves, I deflect. 
If she persists, the visit is over. She will 
never validate or approve. My advice to 
everyone in a similar situation is: Stop 
driving yourself nuts. — Struggling for 
Independence

Dear Independence: It sounds like 
you have a good system in place to pro-
tect yourself from your mom’s negativity 
while at the same time spending time 
with her.

“How Can I Forgive My Cheating 
Partner?” is out now! Annie Lane’s sec-
ond anthology — featuring favorite col-
umns on marriage, infidelity, communi-
cation and reconciliation — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

© 2024 CREATORS.COM

Dear
Annie
by Annie Lane

The LOCKHORNSWe live in a society 
that encourages 

selfishness

TV & Entertainment Weekly | May 18 - 24, 2024 12 | Tuesday prime time

05/21 M A D1 D2 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 

WINM (12) 11 26 63  
< Movie Creflo 

Dollar 
Joseph 
Prince 

Morris TCT Today Joyce 
Meyer 

Place for 
Miracles 

James 
Robison 

Dr. Robert 
Jeffress 

Jewish 
Jesus 

Andrew 
Wommack

Ask the Pastor Billy 
Graham 

CBS 
WANE 

(15) 2 2 15 15 
News (N) Inside 

Edition (N) 
News at 6 
(N) 

CBS News
(N) 

Wheel "Big 
Money" (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) 

FBI "Ring of Fire" (SF)
(N) 

FBI: International
"Tuxhorn" (SF) (N) 

FBI: Most Wanted
"Powderfinger" (SF) (N) 

Nightcast
(N) 

(:35) Late Show-Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After 
Mid. (N) 

Antenna 
WANE-2 

(15.2) 106 20   
Chicago Fire "A Closer 
Eye" 

Chicago Fire "Going to 
War" 

Chicago Fire "Thirty 
Percent Sleight of Hand"

Chicago Fire "This Isn't 
Charity" 

Chicago Fire "A Volatile 
Mixture" 

Chicago Fire "All the 
Proof" 

Chicago Fire "What Will 
Define You" 

Chicago Fire "The 
Solution to Everything" 

ABC 
WPTA 

(21) 4 3 21 21 
ABC21 News at 5 (N) ABC21 (N) ABC World 

News (N) 
ABC21 
News (N) 

Ent. 
Tonight (N)

Will Trent "Do You See 
the Vision?" (SF) (N) 

The Rookie "Escape 
Plan" (SF) (N) 

The Good Doctor
"Goodbye" (F) (N) 

ABC21 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! (N) 

(:35) 
Nightline 

NBC 
WPTA-2 

(21.2) 7 8  14 
Family 
Feud 

25 Words 
or Less 

News (N) NBC News
(N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

Family 
Feud (N) 

The Voice "Live: Recap 
Finale Performances" (N)

The Voice The winner is revealed, and the coaches, 
finalists and special guests perform. (N) 

News (N) (:35) Tonight Show (N) (:35) Seth 
Meyers (N) 

MNT 
WPTA-3 

(21.3) 10 9 56 34 
King "Buy 
Curious" 

The King 
of Queens 

Modern 
Family 

News (N) Last Man 
Standing 

Last Man 
Standing 

Chicago Fire Chicago Fire Seinfeld Seinfeld Mom Mom The 
Goldbergs 

The 
Goldbergs 

CW 
WISE 

(33) 8 4 33 33 
The Steve Wilkos Show 
(N) 

TMZ Live (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Police 24/7 (N) Hostage Rescue (N) Dish 
Nation (N) 

TMZ (N) Family Guy Family Guy Bob's 
Burgers 

Bob's 
Burgers 

PBS 
WFWA 

(39) 13 5 39 39 
The Express Way With 
Dulé Hill "Chicago" 

PBS NewsHour (N) BBC News 
America 

Healthline
(N) 

Finding Your Roots
"Far and Away" 

Experience The Kerner Commission investigates riots 
in Black urban communities across the U.S. in 1967. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Finding Your Roots 
"Far and Away" 

PBS 
WIPB 

(49) 3    
I'll Find-
Way 

Muncie Community Schools and 
Ball State 

PBS NewsHour (N) Finding Your Roots
"Far and Away" 

Experience The Kerner Commission investigates riots 
in Black urban communities across the U.S. in 1967. 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

Playing Frisbee in 
North Korea 

FOX 
WFFT 

(55) 6 6 55 55 
WFFT Fox News at 5 
(N) 

WFFT Fox News at 6
(N) 

Big Bang Big Bang Cleaning After immigrating to the U.S., a mother is 
pushed into working for the criminal underworld. 

FOX 55 News First at 
10 (N) 

Young 
Sheldon 

Young 
Sheldon 

Neighbor Neighbor 

  CA B L E  CH A N N E L S  

LIFE  23 113 108 252 
Grey's Anatomy "All 
Tomorrow's Parties" 

Grey's Anatomy "The 
Center Won't Hold" 

Grey's Anatomy "My 
Happy Ending" 

Grey's Anatomy "You'll 
Never Walk Alone" 

Grey's Anatomy "Fight 
the Power" 

(:05) Grey's Anatomy
"No Time for Despair" 

(:05) Grey's Anatomy
"Helplessly Hoping" 

Grey's Anatomy "You'll 
Never Walk Alone" 

FX  24 132 136 148 (4:00) <++ Father Stu (‘22) Mark Wahlberg. <++ Where the Crawdads Sing (‘22) Daisy Edgar-Jones. (P) <++ Where the Crawdads Sing (‘22) Taylor John Smith, Daisy Edgar-Jones. 

TVLAND  25  106 304 
Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Andy 
Griffith 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

Everybody 
Raymond 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

The King 
of Queens 

E!  26 142 114 236 
Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Mod Fam
"Grab It" 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

E! News
(N) 

Modern 
Family 

Modern 
Family 

Harry & 
Meghan 

PARMT  30  241 241 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

<++ Overboard (1987, Comedy) Kurt Russell, Edward 
Herrmann, Goldie Hawn. 

< Movie

ESPN  31 50 140 206 
Around (N) Pardon (L) 

(N) 
SportsCenter (L) (N) To Be Announced NBA Basketball Conference Final: Teams TBA Professional 

basketball action from the NBA. (L) (N) 
SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt
(L) (N) 

SportsCenter (L) (N) 

ESPN2  32 54 143 209 NFL Live (N) ESPN BET Live (L) (N) Pardon (N) ESPN Films NBA Basketball Conference Final: Teams TBA (L) (N) NFL Live Good Guy UFC UFC

FSMW  33  418 671 
Live on the Line Sports 

Stars 
Life New 
Jersey 

Cardinals! 
Pre (L) (N) 

MLB Baseball Baltimore Orioles at St. Louis Cardinals From Busch Stadium in 
St. Louis. (L) (N) 

Cardinals 
Post (L) (N)

NASCAR 2022 Charlotte: 
Coca-Cola 600 

World Poker Ladies 
Championship - Part 1 

USA  34 133 105 242 
Law & Order: SVU 
"Man Down" 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Revenge"

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit "Accredo" 

WWE NXT WWE Superstars compete to prove 
they've got what it takes. (L) (N) 

(:10) Race to Survive: 
NZ "Water and Ice" 

(:25) <++ Boogie (2021, Drama) Taylour Paige, 
Pamelyn Chee, Taylor Takahashi. (P) 

DISC  35 72 182 278 
Moonshiners "Don't 
Call It Crapple" 

Moonshiners "Cowboy 
Legacy" 

Moonshiners "Master 
Distiller" 

Moonshine After tasting their best barrel yet, Mark 
and Digger make a run to rival $2,000 bourbon. (N)

Moonshiners: Master 
Distiller "Free Is Me" 

Master Distiller "Zero 
Proof Spirits" 

Moonshine "The Curse 
of Oaked Bourbon" 

TLC  36 73 183 280 OutDaughtered OutDaughtered Doubling Down Doubling Down (N) OutDaughtered (N) 7 Little Johnstons (N) 90 Day Fiancé: Love Doubling Down

HIST  38 77 120 269 
Skinwalker Ranch 
"What's Up?" 

Skinwalker Ranch
"Holy Cow" 

Skinwalker Ranch
"Dead in the Water" 

Skinwalker Ranch "Bad 
Taste" 

Skinwalker Ranch "The 
Flash" (N) 

Skinwalker 
Ranch (N) 

(:35) 
Skinwalker

(:05) Skinwalker Ranch
"Dead in the Water" 

(:05) Skinwalker Ranch 
"Bad Taste" 

A&E  39 134 118 265 Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Customer Customer Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. Neighbor. 

HALL  40 117 185 312 
< Come Fly With Me (2023, Romance) Niall 
Matter, Pietra Castro, Heather Hemmens. 

< Raise a Glass to Love (‘21, Rom) Juan Pablo Di 
Pace, Matthew James Dowden, Laura Osnes. 

< Branching Out (2024, Romance) Juan Pablo Di 
Pace, Sarah Drew. 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

Golden 
Girls 

SYFY  41 135 122 244 
(4:30) <++ Fast & Furious 6 (2013, Action) Paul Walker, The 
Rock, Vin Diesel. 

<++ Underworld (2003, Fantasy) Scott Speedman, Michael 
Sheen, Kate Beckinsale. 

<++ Underworld: Evolution (2006, Fantasy)
Scott Speedman, Tony Curran, Kate Beckinsale. 

<++ Underworld: Rise 
of the Lycans 

TBS  43 130 139 247 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Leadoff (N) MLB Baseball Atlanta Braves at Chicago Cubs (L) (N) MLB Close Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam 

TNT  44 131 138 245 
(3:55) <+++ Avengers: Infinity War (‘18, Action)
Chris Hemsworth, Josh Brolin, Robert Downey Jr.. 

<+++ Black Panther (2018, Action) Michael B. Jordan, Lupita Nyong'o,
Chadwick Boseman. 

<+++ Captain America: Civil War (2016, Action) Robert Downey Jr., 
Scarlett Johansson, Chris Evans. 

AMC  45  131 254 
(3:00) < 
Lethal We... 

<+++ Lethal Weapon 2 (1989, Action) Danny Glover, Joe 
Pesci, Mel Gibson. 

<++ Con Air (1997, Action) John Cusack, John Malkovich,
Nicolas Cage. 

<+++ The Fifth Element (1997, Sci-Fi) Gary Oldman, Ian 
Holm, Bruce Willis. 

COM  47  107 249 Seinfeld Seinfeld The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily Show SouthPark South Park South Park 

FS1  48 64 150 219 
(4:30) Speak (L) (N) NASCAR Race Hub (L)

(N) 
148th Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show "Day 2" From the Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center in New York City. 

United Football League Memphis Showboats at Michigan 
Panthers From Ford Field in Detroit. 

WGN  53   307 Vargas Report (L) (N) The Hill (L) (N) On Balance (L) (N) Cuomo (L) (N) Dan Abrams Live (L) (N) Banfield (L) (N) Cuomo Dan Abrams Live 
WE  57  128 260 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Red Flag" 9-1-1 "In Another Life" 9-1-1 "Recovery" 9-1-1 "Mixed Feelings" 9-1-1 9-1-1 9-1-1 "Lost & Found" 

FOOD  59 153 110 231 Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped (N) Chopped Supermarket Stakeout Supermarket Stakeout Chopped
BRAVO  60 140 129 237 Below Deck Below Deck Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules (N) The Valley (N) WatchWhat Vanderpump Rules The Valley Summer 
NICK  68  170 299 SpongeBob FairlyOdd SpongeBob SpongeBob Patrick FairlyOdd SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
DISN  69 30 172 290 Bluey Bluey Bluey Big City Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug Ladybug Marvel's Hailey Hailey Bunk'd Bunk'd Ladybug Ladybug 

FREEFORM  70 32 180 311 
(3:00) < 
Free Guy 

<++ Ghostbusters: Afterlife (2021, Comedy) Finn Wolfhard, Mckenna 
Grace, Carrie Coon. 

<++ Mulan (2020, Adventure) Donnie Yen, Jason Scott Lee,
Crystal Liu. 

The 700 Club The 
Simpsons 

The 
Simpsons 

HBO  301  300 501 
(:10) Real Time With Bill 
Maher 

(:10) Jerrod 
Carmichael 

(:40) <+++ A Star Is Born (2018, Romance) Lady Gaga, Sam 
Elliott, Bradley Cooper. 

Stax "Chapter Three: 
Respect Yourself" (N) 

Stax: Soulsville, U.S.A.
(F) (N) 

(:05) The Sympathizer <+++ Spy (‘15)
Melissa McCarthy. 

MAX  325  310 515 
(4:00) < She's 
Out of My... 

(:45) <++ Jersey Boys (2014, Musical) Erich Bergen, Michael 
Lomenda, John Lloyd Young. 

<++ Yes Man (‘08) Zooey 
Deschanel, Jim Carrey. 

(:45) <++ Vacation (2015, Comedy) Christina 
Applegate, Skyler Gisondo, Ed Helms. 

(:25) <++ Life After Beth (‘14) Dane 
DeHaan, John C. Reilly, Aubrey Plaza. 

PARSHO  351 851 318 545 
(3:00) <++++ Saving 
Private Ryan 

A Gentleman in 
Moscow "Adieu" 

<+ Baywatch (2017, Comedy) Zac Efron, Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas, The Rock. 

The Chi "Want This 
Smoke" 

<+++ Talk to Me (‘22) Alexandra 
Jensen, Joe Bird, Sophie Wilde. 

(:35) <++ Scream VI (‘23) Jenna 
Ortega, Melissa Barrera. 

TMC  375 859 327 553 
(4:30) <+ Switchback (‘97) Danny 
Glover, Jared Leto, Dennis Quaid. 

< Wolves of War (2022, War) Rupert 
Graves, Matt Willis, Ed Westwick. 

<++ American Gigolo (1980, Drama) Lauren 
Hutton, Héctor Elizondo, Richard Gere. 

<+++ John Grisham's The Rainmaker (1997, 
Drama) Claire Danes, Jon Voight, Matt Damon. 

(:15) < Fully Realized 
Humans Jess Weixler. 

M – Mediacom      A – Adamswells      D1 – Dish      D2 - DirecTV 

Question: It is disturb-
ing to observe so many 
people today lacking com-
mon courtesy. There seems 
to be a spirit of depres-
sion; frowns instead of 
smiles, and a general 
unhappiness in people’s 
countenance. Is there an 
explanation? – P.C.

Answer: Although 
many social customs differ 
from one culture to anoth-
er, the Bible makes it clear 
that such things as cour-
tesy and thoughtfulness 
should be part of our lives, 
no matter where we live. 
It is perhaps best summed 
up in the words of Jesus 
(which have come to be 
called the Golden Rule): 
“In everything, do to oth-
ers what you would have 
them do to you” (Matthew 
7:12, NIV).

Notice that this is 
a positive command; that 
is, we are not simply to 
refrain from doing evil to 
others, but we are to go 
out of our way to do what 
is good. Courtesy and 
kindness are part of this.

Why does courtesy 
seem to be declining in 
our society? One reason 
is that we have lost sight 
of the Bible’s teachings 
about how we should live 
and act toward others. 
We also live in a society 
which has encouraged 
selfishness – the “me first” 
attitude – and that destroys 
common courtesy and 
kindness. Many people 
strive to achieve success 
in order to be happy, only 
to find that once they get 
there they are shallow and 
empty. This emptiness 
has gripped much of our 

world.
But the real problem 

is a spiritual problem. 
When people leave God 
out of their lives, there is 
a bareness that is hard to 
fill. Self-indulgent goals 
are often driven by self-
centered motives. It can 
happen to people with-
out them even realizing 
it. When God is at the 
center of our thoughts, 
our perspective changes. 
Those who have actually 
experienced daily fellow-
ship with Christ know that 
it surpasses all worldly 
activities.

(This column is based 
on the words and writings 
of the late Rev. Billy Gra-
ham.)

©2024 Billy Graham 
Literary Trust. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agen-
cy, LLC.

My
Answer

By Dr. Billy
Graham



WE ACCEPT

SEE your ad published every day in Wells County homes ...
All ads are searchable at classifieds.news-banner.com... 

 OR CALL 824-0224 MON-FR I 8-5 • TOLL FREE  800-579-7476 • FAX 824-0700 

Plus!Plus!

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

THE CITY OF Bluffton is ac-
cepting applications for Paid-
On-Call Firefighters and Part
Time Firefighters. Both posi-
tions require a high school
diploma or equivalent and a
Driver's License. The City uti-
lizes E-Verify and follows
EEOC guidelines. Applications
may be obtained from the
Clerk-Treasurer's Office, 128
E. Market St, Bluffton, Mon-Fri
from 8a-4:30p or online at
www.blufftonindiana.net. Appli-
cations due June 14th.

SELL
YOUR

STUFF!
All Classified Line Ads 

automatically appear on the 
News-Banner website at 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE! 

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum) Private par-
ty only, one-item in ad. Limited 
to “For Sale” and “Automotive” 
categories (Real Estate excluded)

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each

GARAGE 
SALES

Put your Garage Sale in Wells 
County’s Easy-to-Use Garage 
Sale Guide!

Get a FREE 
GARAGE SALE KIT 

when you place your Garage 
Sale ad in The News-Banner for 
3 days or more.

HOT DEAL!
20 Words, 10 Days

just    25
ADD A PHOTO

for just $5 more
One item per ad

GUARANTEED 
SOLD

Your ad runs ‘til your item is sold! 
(6-month maximum). Limited to 
one-item, private party only.

20 words      39
Add’l Lines: 88 cents each

ADD A PHOTO!
Your “Guaranteed Sold” ad (up to 
20 words) with a Photo: $44

Addt’l Lines, 88 cents each
———————

SERVICES
SPECIAL!

Advertise Your Services 
EVERY DAY in Wells County’s 

Most Popular Daily Marketplace!
20 Words, 
2-Month Special:    97

ATTENTION 
GRABBERS!

Add a photo or artwork to any 
ad! You can also add a headline 
or other attention-getters for 
less than you’d expect! Place 
your ad ON-LINE and explore 
the possibilities!

 $

 $

 $

 $

SELL
YOUR

WHEELS!

$

Lottery Numbers

Read & recycle

TUESDAY, MAY 21, 2024 • The News-Banner • Page 9

S U D O K U
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU ANSWER

Monday’s Drawings
HOOSIER LOTTERY

Cash 5 — 05-29-33-40-45
Cash4Life — 05-28-43-44-50, Cash Ball: 04
Quick Draw Midday — 04-18-19-21-24-25-34-44-46-

52-53-56-57-59-60-63-66-68-73-78, BE: 52
Daily Three-Midday — 06-03-00, SB: 07
Daily Three-Evening — 06-04-06, SB: 06
Daily Four-Midday — 06-05-05-05, SB: 07
Daily Four-Evening — 03-04-09-07, SB: 06
Quick Draw Evening — 07-09-19-21-22-24-25-28-24-

29-46-50-52-56-62-68-69-70-76-77, BE: 25
Hoosier Lotto — Estimated jackpot (for Wednesday): 

$12.6 million
MEGA MILLIONS

Estimated jackpot (for Tuesday):  $421 million
POWERBALL

01-07-48-64-68 Powerball: 05; Power Play: 2X

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 

Every Day!

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!
 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 

Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

June deadline is Tues., May 28!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

Plus The Ossian Journal Every Week!

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

 … you can keep your name in the public eye! 
Increase your business with regular advertising!

Call 824-0224 
or 622-4108

Call 
824-0224 or 

622-4108 Call 
824-0224 

or 622-4108

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

For as little as …

$187
PER ISSUE

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Plus The Ossian Journal 
Every Week!

Call 
824-0224 or 622-4108

June deadline is 
Tues., May 28!

YOUR BUSINESS IN 
THE NEWS-BANNER 
Every Day!

$187
PER ISSUE

For as 
little as …

Jerry Flack & Julie Myers
Retirement Advisors

A Senior Citizen Answers Our Phone!

ASSISTING IN:
• FREE Medicare Supplement Comparison
• Life Planning 
• Safe Money Ideas
• Dental - Vision - Hearing

OFFICE 260-824-1618 • Corner of Main & Market • Bluff ton, IN

Jerry Flack
& Associates

2740 E. 200 N.  •  Bluffton, IN • 260.273.8345
with Security Cameras

STOR-N-GO
STORAGE UNITS
STOR-N-GO

STORAGE UNITS

            All makes & models  •  broken springs & cables
Owner: James Fisher  •  Sales: Carl Fisher

“50 Years of Combined Experience”

Call us at 824-3262JC’sGaraGe Door
SaleS & Service

 82 4-1846

 www.a1-ustor.com
 After hours & Saturdays

 Call 273-9678 or 824-4782

 Office at 1180 N. Main, Bluffton

 •Safety Lighting •Clean Units
 •24 Hr. Access

 •Video Cameras

  In Monroe at corner of
 U.S. 27 and S.R. 124

•   Medicaid Planning

•   Dura�le Power o� A�orney

•   Estate Planning

•   Special Needs Trusts

•  Wills, Living Wills, & 
    Advance Healthcare Directives

•   Long Term Care Planning

•   In-Home Healthcare Planning

A�orney 
Gerret J. Swearingen

(260) 888-9256
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

-FORT WAYNE-
7230 Engle Rd., Suite 308  

Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
1645 Hillcrest Dr., Suite 2A

Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds
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Fort Wayne, IN  46804

-OSSIAN-
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Ossian, IN  46777 

As a resident of the Wells County community 
for decades, Attorney, Gerret J. Swearingen, has 
devoted his legal practice to assisting clients in 
preserving the family assets from the high cost 
of Nursing Home and In-Home Healthcare.

As your guide through the "Medicaid Planning" 
process, Swearingen Elder Law will provide the 
right path to both protect your life savings and 
receive the quality of care we all deserve.  

& Deeds

• Medicaid Planning
• Durable Power of Attorney
• Estate Planning & Deeds
• Special Needs Trusts
• Long Term Care Planning

• In-Home Healthcare 
Planning

• Wills, Living Wills, & 
Advance Healthcare 
Directives

As a resident of the Wells County 
community for decades, Attorney, Gerret 
J. Swearingen, has devoted his legal 
practice to assisting clients in preserving 
the family assets from the high cost of 
Nursing Home and In-
Home Healthcare.

As your guide through 
the “Medicaid Planning” 
process, Swearingen 
Elder Law will provide 
the right path to both 
protect your life savings 
and receive the quality of 
care we all deserve.

Attorney
Gerret J. Swearingen

123 S  Johnson  St.  • 824-0455
Follow us on        for our Events.

Thursday - 
Dollar Off Drinks

(Excludes Pop)
Wednesday - KARAOKE
Fri. & Sat.  - Live Music

 FREE
 Estimates

 Zap Electric, Inc.
  260-824-2927
 Commercial-Industrial-Residential
 24 Hr. Emergency Service
 Charles Miller - Electrican
 1233 W. Cherry St., Bluffton

will do roofi ng, siding, 
remodeling, pole barns. 
Specializing in redoing 

old barns. Free estimates. 
Call 260-438-2508

AMISH CREW 

 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135
 Nature’s Sunshine Distributor
 222 N. Wayne St., Warren •  1-800-895-7035
 Terry Daniels, Pharmacist • Melinda Daniels, RN

 Your Independent family-owned pharmacy serving
 Huntington, Blackford, Allen, and Wells County.

 (260)375-2135

We Carry Prevagen and CBD Oil!

Locally 
Owned

Home Remodel and Repair

Repair Bowed Basement Walls 
Foundations repaired

Floor joist repair or replaced
Concrete • Doors

Windows • Painting 
Tile • Small Jobs Welcome

Text me at 260-301-1269 
Jim Baker

We Buy Junk Cars

 Camelot Auto LLC
Get Cash NOW  

260-307-1302

•	Pole	Barns
•	Grarages

•	Vinly	Siding
•	Metal	Roofing
•	Poly	Decks

•	Storm	Damage

Primary Contracting, LLC

Free Estimates - 260-233-4276

Specializing in Building & Remodeling
OWNER: Edwin Wickey

Call for Spring Scheduling Today!

Locally Owned by 
Geoffrey Horner
260-227-0742

geoff@genesispestservices.com

Genesis 
Pest Services

Goods & services 
directory

MAY 21 - 6 p.m. - Patricia 
Mossburg & Joyce Shady, 
owners. Wells County 4-H 
Park, 1240 4-H Rd., Bluffton. 
Property location: 100S & 
200W, Bluffton. 90+/-A, Zoned 
Agricultural, Liberty Township, 
Wells County. To be sold in 
individual tracts or any combi-
nation. Tract 1: 54+/-A tillable, 
frontage on both CR 100S & 
CR 200W. Tract 2: 12+/-A, 
8+/-A tillable, 4+/-A woods, 
frontage on 100S & 200W. 
Tract 3: 24+/-A, mostly woods, 
6+/-A tillable, frontage on CR 
200W. Krueckeberg Auction 
& Realty LLC, 260-724-7402, 
kjauction.com.
MAY 26-JUNE 2 - (Online 
Only Auction) - The Estate 
of John F. Holbrook, seller. 
200+ pcs. Roseville, Rook-
wood, Hull, McCoy, VanBrig-
gle, antique & modern furni-
ture, 1950 Ford Sedan, Coca 
Cola vintage signs & collect-
ibles, antique tools, 2-pc. Oak 
kitchen cabinet, JFK political 
buttons and advertising, vin-
tage toys. Auction preview: 
May 23 from 3-6 p.m. and May 
30 from 3-6 p.m., 10421 W. 
Yoder Rd., Roanoke, IN. Pat-
rick Carter, sale manager, The 
Steffen Group Inc., 260-824-
3006, www.steffengrp.com.
JUNE 1 - 8:30 a.m. - E & M 
Blacksmith Shop. 2404 W 
350 S, Berne, IN. 13th annual 
consignment auction. Horses, 
ponies, horse-drawn machin-
ery, produce equipment, bug-
gies, harness, carts, new tack, 
saddles, shop tools, lawn & 
garden tools, sausage grinders 
& stuffers, new & used furni-
ture, washing machines, hay, 
straw & firewood. Accepting 
consignments every evening 
that week from 4-8 p.m., all 
day May 30, and May 31 from 
7 a.m.-8 p.m. Troyer Auctions, 
LLC, 260-768-7246, ext. 3.
JUNE 1 - 11:30 a.m. - Ardith 
Smith estate, Cheryl Heral 
estate & Sonja Bartlett, sell-
ers. 320 Sparks St., Markle, 
IN. Live on-site. One story, two 
bedroom home on 1.6 acres, 
1,144 sq. ft., 10x18 detached 
garage. Steve Ness, auc-
tion manager, 260-417-6556,  
SteveNess@NessBros.com, 

Ness Bros. Realtors & Auction-
eers, www.NessBros.com.
JUNE 4 - (Online Only Auc-
tion) - Bidding Opens at 9 
a.m. and will close at 6 p.m. 
- The Estate of John F. Hol-
brook, seller. 300 W, Markle, 
IN. Northern Wells containing 
6.79 acres in Union Township 
of vacant agricultural land, out-
standing opportunity for poten-
tial building site with excellent 
location. Patrick Carter, sale 
manager, The Steffen Group 
Inc., www.steffengrp.com, 260-
824-3006.
BIDDING STARTS CLOSING 
JUNE 9 - 6 p.m. EST - Berry 
estate, owner. Online only real 
estate & personal property! 
6 p.m. real estate: 1 1/2 story 
craftsman style home w/cov-
ered porch, 1,700+/- square ft. 
w/ornate woodwork through-
out, partial basement, 3-4 bed-
rooms, 2 1/2 bath, detached 
24x24 two-car garage, several 
older outbuildings all sitting 
on 6+/- acres, Adams Central 
School District. 6:30 p.m. per-
sonal property: Antique trac-
tors, farm machinery, tools, 
antiques, primitives, vehicles, 
furniture, household items, 
more! Preview May 30, 5-6 
p.m., 4854 N 400 W, Deca-
tur. Pick up June 10, 2-6 p.m. 
Krueckeberg Auction & Realty 
LLC, 260-724-7402, kjauction.
com.

Public Notice
90C01-2403-EU-000010

STATE OF INDIANA  )
 ) SS:

COUNTY OF WELLS )
 IN THE WELLS 
 CIRCUIT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF  )
FERN E. GOULD, deceased. )

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Vicki L. Hoffmaster was on the 6th 
day of March 2024, appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the estate 
of Fern E. Gould, deceased, who 
died on the 11th day of February, 
2024.

All persons who have claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Bluffton, Indiana, this 
6th day of March, 2024.

Attorney for the Estate:
Michael D. Harmeyer.
HARMEYER LAW FIRM LLC
200 East Main Street, Suite 

550
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802-

1914
(260) 423-4565
Attorney #14258-02
 Beth Davis

Clerk, Wells Circuit Court
nb 5/14, 5/21

hspaxlp

FOR SALE
Miscellaneous

EVEREST VX3 ICE & WATER
VENDING MACHINE This
Everest VX3 water/ice vending
machine is the perfect addition
to any business looking to
boost their profits. With the
ability to dispense both water
and ice, this unit is sure to be
a hit with customers. The ma-
chine is in great working condi-
tion and has been slightly
used, making it a cost-effective
option for those looking to in-
vest in a vending machine.
This unit is made in the United
States and comes with a unit
quantity of 1. Included is an all
season insulation package, ice
shield ozone disinfection, and
cold fusion energy recovery. It
is perfect for placement in oth-
er beverage and snack vend-
ing locations, as well as in
restaurant and food service
settings. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to make extra
money with this Everest VX3
vending machine. $45,000.00
260-273-7020
glacierpure@outlook.com

Miscellaneous
CEMETERY LOTS FOR SALE
The McFarren Cemetery asso-
ciation has lots for sale in the
McFarren Cemetery. Lots in-
clude a concrete foundation for
headstone. 260-750-5609
mcfarrencemetery@gmail.com

Wanted to Buy
WANTED : ANTIQUES & OLD
TOYS Cash Paid for old toys!
Gi Joe, Transformers, Tin toys,
Robots, Pressed Steel Cars/
trucks, Action Figures, An-
tiques of all kinds, etc. Search-
ing for attics, basements,
barns, etc to go through. Call
or Text! 260-223-8083

RENTALS
Office Space Rental
MAKE YOUR AD stand out
for extra attention! Add a
graphic or photo for an addi-
tional $5 or a border for an
additional $1. Contact the
Bluffton News-Banner office,
260-824-0224, 125 N. John-
son St., or submit online at
www.news-banner.com and
click on classifieds.

SERVICES

ServicesServices

MARV'S CONSTRUCTION

Room additions, fix old saggy
floors, all types remodeling.
Redo bathrooms, old founda-
tion repairs. Marv Schwartz:
260-525-8877.

HOME MAINTENANCE AND

repairs. Free quotes. Locally
owned and operated.
hirebrennan.com,
260-353-9339.

TROPHY CONSTRUCTION.

ALL types of construction:
Pole barns, roofing, remodel-
ing, concrete, seamless gut-
ters, etc. Free estimates. (260)
223-4835.

WINDOW CLEANING

SERVICES

Residential/ranch/lake homes/

villas/condos. Entire home in-

side & out. Lowest rates in the

state. 765-603-9981. Psalms

51:7

Services

Services

TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION EXPERTS - Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-329-1207 (I)
GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-855-551-9764 (I)

NEW WINDOWS FROM Win-
dow Nation. Special money 
saving offer – zero down, zero 
payments, zero interest for 
TWO years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE! Offer is 
valid for select models. Labor 
not included. Other restrictions 
apply. Call Window Nation to-
day! 866-553-0725 (I)

SWITCH AND SAVE up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-855-572-5165 (I)
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GRADUATION EVENTS • SUMMER PARTY • WEDDINGS
FAMILY REUNION • GET-TOGETHER • COOKOUTS

Mon–Wed: 9AM-5PM  
Thurs-Fri: 9AM-6PM 

Saturday: 8AM-1PM  
Sunday: ClosedW. Van Horn St. • Zanesville  •  (260) 638-4123

West on 224 to 300 W., turn right (heading north) 6 miles

FRESH • VARIETY
LOCAL • QUALITY   

It’s worth the Drive!

Area 
Graduations

NORWELL
JUNE 2, 2024

SOUTHERN
WELLS

JUNE 2, 2024

WAYNE H.S.
JUNE 1, 2024

HUNTINGTON 
NORTH

MAY 26, 2024

Boxes made to Order Call in advance for all special orders

 

 

WE ALSO OFFER A GREAT SELECTION OF GIFT BOXES AND GIFT CARDS!

Area 
Graduations

BLUFFTON
MAY 24, 2024

HOMESTEAD

JUNE 9, 2024

BISHOP 
LUERS

MAY 24, 2024

FT. WAYNE
SOUTHSIDE

JUNE 1, 2024

GREAT PARTIES Are Our Specialty

Pulled Pork with or without BBQ sauce, Roasting Hogs, Smoked Pork Chops, 
Homemade Chicken and Ham Salad,  Sloppy Joes, Canned Beef & Chicken, 

Smoked Boneless Ham, Smoked Bone in Ham, Cheeseball & MORE!!

WE OFFER A FULL LINE OF READY-TO-EAT PRODUCTS:


